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Orders  and  Proceedings. 


I. 


Orders  to  and  Proceediii<Ts  of  Captain  Inglefield,  of  H.M.  Steam- 
Vessel  "  Phoenix." 


No.  1. 

Orders  to  Captain  Inglefield.  Orders  to  Capt.  ingiefiew. 

By  the  Commissioners  for  executing  the  Office  of  Lord  High  Admiral, 
&c. 

Having  appointed  you  to  the  command  of  Her  Majesty's  Steam  Vessel 
"Phoenix,"  for  the  purpose  of  proceeding  to  Beechey  Island  in  Barrow  Straits, 
you  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  take  under  your  charge  Her  Majesty's 
Ship  "  Talbot,"  and  the  transport  "  Diligence,"  and  so  soon  as  the  former 
vessel  and  the  "  Phoenix"  are  loaded  with  provisions,  stores,  coal,  and  warm 
clothing  for  the  ships  now  in  the  Polar  Seas,  and  the  "  Diligence  "  with  coal, 
you  will  proceed  to  sea,  and  make  the  best  of  your  way  to  Davis  Straits, 
putting  into  Disco,  or  such  other  harbour  as  you  may  deem  expedient,  for 
the  purpose  of  transferring  the  coal  from  the  "  Diligence,"  which  transport 
you  are  then  to  direct  to  return  to  England  ;  and  you  are  to  proceed  with 
the  other  vessels  to  Beechey  Island. 

You  are  now  so  well  acquainted  with  the  navigation  of  those  seas,  and 
have  so  successfully  performed  your  previous  service,  that  we  do  not  consider 
it  necessary  to  bind  you  with  any  specific  directions,  but  leave  you  to  carry 
out  the  great  object  of  your  voyage  with  the  least  possible  delay,  and  to 
the  best  of  your  judgment. 

We  enclose  you  instructions  for  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  which  you 
will  deliver  to  him  if  at  Beechey  Island,  or,  if  absent,  you  are  to  send  them 
to  him,  and  we  also  send  you  herewith  a  copy  of  those  orders  for  your  own 
information  and  guidance,  that  in  case  you  should  find  yourself  senior  officer 
on  your  arrival  at  that  place,  you  may  take  the  necessary  steps  to  carry  out 
the  said  orders. 

Although  this  country  is  now  at  war  with  Russia,  you  are  clearly  to 
understand,  that  you  are  not  to  commit  any  hostile  act  whatever,  the  ships 
under  your  command  having  been  fitted  out  for  the  sole  purpose  of  aiding 
those  engaged  in  scientific  discoveries ;  and  it  being  the  established  practice 
of  all  civilized  nations  to  consider  vessels  so  employed  as  exempt  from  the 
operations  of  war. 

Given  under  our  hands  this  28th  day  of  April  1854, 

R.  S.  Dundas. 

To  Edward  A.  Inglefield,  Esq.,  Captain  Alex.  Milne. 

of  Her  Majesty's  Steam  Vessel  "  Phoenix." 

By  command  of  their  Lordships, 

W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 


Enclosure  to  No.  L 

Instructions  to  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  or  the  Senior  Officer  of  onovs  to  Sir^ward  Beicter. 

Her  Majesty's  Ships  at  Beechey  Island. 
Sir,  Admiralty,  28th  April  1854.  ^ 

My  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  have  directed  Her  Majesty's 
Ships  "Phoenix"  and  "Talbot,"  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Inglefield, 
to  proceed  with  provisions  and  stores  to  Beechey  Island,  for  the  purpose 
of  replenishing  the  ships  and  depots  under  your  orders  ;  and  I  am  com- 
I.  A 
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Orders  to  Sir  Edward  Beiciier  tnandcd  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that,  on  the  return  of  the 

Phoenix "  from  Beechey  Island  last  year,  they  had  the  satisfaction  of 
hearing  of  the  safe  arrival  of  H.M.  Discovery  Ship  "  Investigatoj  ,"  under 
the  command  of  Captain  M'Clure,  at  Banks  Land,  having  completed  the 
discovery  of  the  North-West  Passage,  though,  unhappily,  without  discovering 
traces  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  that  part  of  the  crew  had  been  enabled  to 
reach  Captain  Kellett's  station  at  Melville  Island.  By  despatches  which  they 
received  from  Behring  Straits  they  have  information  that,  in  August  1851, 
Captain  CoUinson,  in  H.M.  Discovery  Ship  "  Enterprize,"  passed  the 
entrance  of  the  Colville  River ;  and  their  Lordships  trust,  by  the  reports 
he  may  have  obtained  from  the  natives  of  Prince  Albert's  Land,  as  well  as 
from  the  records  deposited  by  Captain  M'Clure  on  his  passage  along  that 
shore,  that  he  may  also  have  been  enabled  to  reach  some  harbour  on  Banks 
Land,  from  whence  he  has  made  known  his  position  either  to  Captain 
M'Clure  or  Captain  Kellett. 

Their  Lordships  have  desired  me  to  direct  your  special  attention  to  the 
measures  they  now  require  to  be  adopted  for  at  once  withdrawing,  if  possible, 
the  whole  of  the  force  now  employed  in  the  search  of  Sir  J.  Frankhn,  from 
the  Polar  Seas  ;  for  effecting  this  object  they  refrain  from  issuing  any  positive 
instructions  how  you  are  to  act,  or  what  steps  you  are  to  take,  as  they  are 
aware  you  must  be  entirely  guided  by  the  position  of  the  ships,  and  those 
varying  circumstances  which  in  that  region  must  influence  your  operations ; 
but  their  Lordships'  views  may  be  stated  generally  as  follows  : — 

1.  If  the  crews  of  the  "Enterprize"  and  "Investigator"  are  at  Banks 
Land,  they  must  abandon  their  ships,  and  every  endeavour  should  be  made 
to  get  them  to  Beeche}^  Island,  that  they  may  return  to  England.  If  this 
has  already  been  effected,  and  Captain  Kellett,  with  his  ships,  has  returned 
from  Melville  Island,  you  are  immediately  to  proceed  to  England  with  the 
whole  of  the  ships  and  their  crews,  abandoning  all  further  search  for  the 
missing  expedition,  unless  any  circumstances  (on  consultation  with  the  senior 
officers  of  H.M  ships)  should  induce  you  to  believe  that  your  remaining 
out  another  year  would  tend  to  clear  up  the  fate  of  our  missing  countrymen. 
But  if  Captain  Kellett  has  been  unable  to  move  from  his  position  at  Melville 
Island,  it  may  be  necessary  to  give  orders  to  him  to  abandon  the  "Resolute" 
and  "  Intrepid,"  and  secure  his  retreat  to  Beechey  Island;  but  as  this  cannot 
be  accomplished  this  year,  you  need  not  detain  any  officers  or  men  who  may 
have  already  reached  Beechey  Island,  but  send  them  to  England  forthwith. 

2.  Shovdd  no  tidings  have  been  heard  of  Captain  Colhnson  in  H.M.S. 
"  Enterprize,"  it  becomes  absolutely  necessary  to  provide  for  his  safety. 
For  this  purpose  the  Melville  Island  depot  must  be  replenished  with  provi- 
sions and  stores,  and  it  will  be  necessary  for  a  ship  and  steam  tender  to 
remain  there  ;  also  the  "  North  Star,"  or  "  Talbot,"  with  a  tender,  at  Beechey 
Island,  and  at  those  stations  every  thing  which  can  add  to  the  health  and 
comfort  of  the  crews  should  be  deposited  ;  and,  having  done  this,  it  does  not 
appear  to  tlieir  Lordships  to  be  necessary  that  any  of  the  other  ships  should 
remain  another  year  in  the  Polar  Sea,  unless,  as  before  stated,  you  consider 
further  search  to  be  pmdent  and  necessary. 

'•^  A8si»tan«;"  ''i'liese  nrc.  the  views  of  their  Lordships  ;  their  great  ol)ject  being  to  recall, 

'"item]nu""  ^'''t^'  l^^'*-'  ^'^"'^^^  p()ssil)le  delay,  the  whole  of  the  ships,  or  crews,  named  in  the 

iritrrrpid."  margin,  if  it  can  be  done ;  if  not  i)ossible  to  do  so,  they  leave  it  to  your 

/n v!^?Stor!"  judgment  and  discretion,  to  send  home  such  of  them  as  niay  not  be  required, 

••  North  Buir."  and  to  adopt  those  nii'asiues  wbicli  you  consider  most  necessary  to  ensure 

.'.'Sot"'  the  safety  of  Captain  ('ollinson  and  his  crew,  and  their  speedy  return  to 

England;  this  their  L()rdshi])s  are  awnre  nnist  depend  on  the"  infonnation 
you  tiiay  ha.ve.  received  (Von)  Melville  Island,  the  position  of  the  respective 
shipH  und(-r  your  orders,  the  state  of  the  depots,  ^<fc.  ;  all  their  Lordships 
can  do  is  to  confide  in  yoin-  jtidgnieiit,  and  they  authorize  you  to  take  such 
Hteps,  and  give  such  orders,  and  to  n)ake  such  exchanges  of  oilicers  and 
Mien,  UH  you  inny  deem  neccHHary  for  carrying  their  wishes  into  effect. 

They  trust,  lif)vvever.  Captain  (!ollIiison  is  snfe  ;  iuid  if  so,  it  will  be  a 
source  of  nnieh  Katislaction  to  Ihem,  il'  during  the  appron,ching  aulunni  the 
whole  of  yoin  ships  and  crews  sliall  arrive  in  I'ingland. 

On  the  return  oC  any  of  the  ships  to  I'jigland  Croni  Ik-echey  Ishuid,  it  is 
(K-sirablc  that  the  coast  to  the  southward  oC  Tonds  Biiy,  namely,  from  the 
River  ('lyde  towards  (/'ape  Walsinghani,  should  be  cxttinincd,  aiid  you  are, 
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therefore,  to  endeavour,  in  your  instruction  to  the  ships  proceeding  to  Orders  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 
England,  to  meet  this  contingency.   

In  the  event  of  your  health  rendering  it  necessary  for  you  to  return  to 
England,  and  the  necessity  of  a  part  of  the  squadron  remaining  out  another 
winter,  you  are  to  make  known  to  the  officer  whom  you  may  appoint  to 
succeed  you  in  command,  all  your  views  and  arrangements  respecting 
further  proceedings. 

Although  this  country  is  now  at  war  with  Russia,  you  are  clearly  to 
understand,  that  you  are  not  to  commit  any  hostile  act  whatever,  the  ships 
under  your  command  having  been  fitted  out  for  the  sole  purpose  of  aiding 
those  engaged  in  scientific  discoveries ;  and  it  being  the  established  practice 
of  all  civilized  nations  to  consider  vessels  so  employed  as  exempt  from  the 
operations  of  war.  I  am,  &c. 

R.  Osborne. 


No.  2. 

Captain  E.  A.  Inglefield  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty.        Proceedings  of  Captingiefieid. 
Her  Majesty's  Steam  Ship  "  Phoenix,"  at  Lievely  Disco,  J^HaS^'  ^"^ 

Sir,  5th  July  1854.  Thos.  Doughty,  a.b. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  josh^' Bucket  ^' 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  I  have  this  day  despatched  the  Robt.  Meddes,  a.b. 
"  Diligence"  to  England,  after  taking  seven  volunteers  from  her,  as  per  ^'I'^y- Meddes,  a.b. 
margin,  in  lieu  of  six  men  sent  home  from  this  ship  and  the  "  Talbot," 
considered  by  the  doctor  unequal  to  endure  the  rigours  of  an  arctic  climate, 
or  for  reasons  of  inefficiency. 

Being  off  Holsteinborg  on  the  8th  June,  after  a  favourable  passage,  I 
deemed  it  necessary  to  put  into  that  port  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the 
stores  placed  in  the  gun-room,  lower  deck  cabins,  and  bread-room  of  the 
"  Talbot,"  continual  leakage  having  occurred  ever  since  the  ship  sailed 
from  Stromness,  owing  to  the  imperfect  fitting  of  the  rudder-coat.  I  * 
enclose  a  copy  of  Commander  Jenkin's  letter  to  me  of  26th  May  last, 
reporting  the  circumstance ;  and,  herewith,  reports  of  survey  I  ordered  to 
be  held  on  the  vessel  and  damaged  bread,  by  which  their  Lordships  will 
perceive  that  12,096  lbs.  of  bread  have  been  totally  destroyed  and  thrown 
overboard.  The  leak  was  so  continual,  and  the  water  that  found  its  way 
into  the  after  part  of  the  ship  so  abundant,  that  it  was  necessary  with  any 
sea  way  to  keep  hands  continually  at  the  fire-engine,  to  draw  the  water  off 
the  deck  of  the  gun-room,  which  was  literally  flooded,  as  well  as  all  the 
cabins  on  the  lower  deck. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  we  have  succeeded  in  carrying  1,700  lbs.  of  fresh 
beef,  and  §68  lbs.  of  vegetables  in  excellent  preservation  ;  and  this  supply 
is  being  kept  solely  for  the  use  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  expedition. 

The  past  winter  is  spoken  of  by  the  Danish  authorities  as  very  severe  in 
Greenland,  and  the  ice  has  only  lately  broken  away  off  Disco.  Three 
whalers  put  into  Lievely  damaged,  but  had  repaired  and  sailed  ere  I  reached 
that  island.  Snow  and  hail  occasionally  fell  whilst  we  remained  at  Hol- 
steinborg, and  this  is  an  occurrence  which  has  not  taken  place  in  the  month 
of  June  since  the  residence  of  the  present  Governor  in  Greenland,  now 
upwards  of  twenty-nine  years.  I  mention  these  facts  that  their  Lordships 
may  not  be  too  sanguine  as  to  the  success  of  the  expedition  with  which 
they  have  been  pleased  to  entrust  me ;  but  they  may  be  assured  that, 
whilst  on  the  one  hand  nothing  shall  be  wanting  (as  far  as  exertion  or 
enterprise  can  command,)  to  carry  out  their  Lordships'  directions,  still  on 
the  other,  I  feel  certain  that  though  no  provision  is  made  in  my  orders  for 
the  possible  contingency  of  not  being  able  to  effect  a  passage  to  Lancaster 
Sound,  that  it  is  farthest  from  their  Lordships'  wishes  that  the  vessels 
should  be  risked  a  winter  in  Baffin's  Bay,  by  too  long  a  perseverance  in  the 
object  of  the  enterprise.  Should  we  only  succeed  in  reaching  Dundas 
Harbour,  I  should  probably  feel  it  my  duty  then  to  place  the  "  Talbot''  in 
secure  winter  quarters  at  that  spot,  and  leaving  her  with  the  fewest  possible 
number  of  hands,  dispatch  the  "Phoenix"  to  England  with  Commander 
Jenkins  or  Lieutenant  Elliott,  proceeding  on  foot  myself  to  Beechey  Island, 
with  their  Lordships'  despatches  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  and  deliver  them 
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Proceedings  of  Capt.ingiefieid.  to  liiip.  or  Captain  Kellctt ;  but  sliould  neither  be  present,  aet  upon  them 

myself  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

Their  Lordships  will  readily  understand  ho^v  difficult  it  is  to  sunnise 
upon  a  subject  of  so  much  imcertainty,  and  I  thus  feel  it  is  needless  in  an 
official  despatch  to  enter  into  all  my  viev/s  and  intentions  consequent  upon 
the  failure  of  getting  through  Melville  Bay.  I  will,  however,  briefly  state 
for  their  Lordships'  information,  that  I  have  landed  20  casks  of  beef  and 
pork  at  this  place  with  about  220  tons  of  coal ;  the  former  with  a  view  to 
being  of  use,  should  any  casualty  occur  to  the  expedition  in  Melville  Bay, 
and,  at  any  rate,  otherwise  necessary  for  the  passage  home  of  the  vessel 
calling  for  the  supply  of  fuel. 

The  warrant  officers  whose  inebriety  I  had  occasion  to  speak  of  in  my 
letter  to  their  Lordships  of  15th  May  last,  have  since  behaved  entirely  to 
my  satisfaction,  and  I  ordered  Mr.  Osborne  back  to  his  duties  as  ice-master 
of  the  "  Talbot"  on  the  19th  ultimo. 

On  my  landing  at  this  place  a  salute  was  fired  by  the  Governor  as  upon 
former  occasions  ;  I  regret  to  say,  however,  that  an  Esquimaux,  who  was 
loading,  suffered  severely  by  the  explosion  of  the  small  magazine,  containing 
8  lbs.  of  powder,  which  he  was  holding  under  his  arm,  when  the  flash  from 
the  neighbouring  gun  exploded  the  whole  quantity ;  one  eye  is  completely 
destroyed,  and  his  leg  and  hand  much  lacerated.  The  doctors  of  this  ship 
and  the  "  Talbot"  have  attended  him,  and  he  is  rapidly  recovering.  I 
have  ordered  him  to  be  supplied  with  such  medical  comforts  as  we  could 
afford,  and,  if  it  is  considered  necessary  by  our  surgeon,  I  propose  taking 
him  to  the  hospital  at  Jacob's  Haven  when  we  leave  this  port,  there  being 
no  medical  man  at  this  place. 

For  the  purpose  of  examining  the  coal  mines,  I  propose  to  go  north,  by 
the  passage  of  the  Waigat,  and  trust  in  my  next  despatch  to  be  able  to 
afford  their  Lordships  some  information  on  this  subject. 

Herewith  are  forwarded  specimens  of  leather  from  the  "  Talbot"  rudder- 
coat,  showing  its  decayed  state,  and  the  cause  of  the  leakage. 

I  have  only  further  to  add  that  we  are  at  this  moment,  4  p.m.,  getting 
underweigh,  with  "  Talbot"  in  tow,  "  Diligence  "  running  out  with  a  fair 
Avind  from  the  eastward. 

I  have,  &c. 

E.  A.  Inglefield,  Captain. 


Commander  Robert  Jeivkins  to  Captain  E.  A.  Inglefield,  Her  Majesty's 

Ship  "  Phoenix." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Talbot"  at  Sea, 
Sir,  Friday,  26th  May  1854. 

1  HAVE  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  the  rudder  coating  being 
badl}^  fitted,  the  gun-room,  all  the  lower  deck  cabins,  and  the  magazine  have 
been  flooded,  and  a  great  quantity  of  the  bread  in  the  cabins  has  been 
thereby  totally  destroyed. 

Whenever  there  has  been  any  sea,  the  watch  were  obliged  to  be  kept  con- 
stantly at  the  fire-engine  from  the  gun-room,  and  the  pumps  from  the  well. 

I  have  also  to  acquaint  you  that  the  main  deck  and  cabins  have  been  afloat, 
the  water  coming  through  the  hawse  holes,  scuppers,  and  ports.  The  upper 
deck  also  leaking,  the  nails  of  the  butt-ends  of  the  diagonal  doubling  having 
Kj)lit  the  waterway  plank  in  a  line  fore  and  aft;  I  think  it  right  therefore  to 
inform  you  of  the  same  that  the  earliest  opportunity  may  be  taken  for 
examining  the  )»erishal)le  stores  stowed  in  the  after  part  of  the  ship. 

1  am,  tV'c. 

(Signed)       lloiiKin'  .Iiinkins,  (Jommander. 
No.  -A. 

Ca])t;iin  I''-  A.  I to  i,|u.  Si;<:in';rM{\  oi'  riu',  Admikai/i'V. 

Her  Majesty's  Steam  Ship  "  PhoMiix," 
Sir,  Koui-  Island  Point,  <)th  July  IS54. 

Tmukk  (lays  bark  I  dcspal ( lied  hy  the  "  Diligence"  to  England  a  letter 
containing  an  accomit  of  our  proceedings  up  to  tliat  date  (a,  duplicate  of 
\vhi<  li  i  now  enclose.  )    The  <)p))orlunity  thai  will  shortly  offer  of  sending 
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bj  a  Danish  vessel  a  further  statement,  enables  me  to  give  their  Lordships 
some  information  with  reference  to  the  coal  deposits  on  the  Island  of  Disco, 
which  I  think  will  be  found  interesting,  as  regards  its  utility,  but  doubly 
so  as  geological  data. 

With  "  Talbot"  in  tow  we  parted  company  from  the  "  Dihgence,"  at 
6  P.M.  of  5th  instant,  and  last  sighted  her  standing  with  a  fresh  wind  from 
the  eastward  down  the  coast.  We  reached  the  harbour  of  Jacob's  Haven 
at  5.30  A.M.  of  the  following  day,  but  found  it  so  thickly  beset  with  heavy 
ice  from  the  neighbouring  glacier,  that  it  was  Avith  much  difficulty  we 
succeeded  in  getting  sufficiently  near  to  the  hospital  to  land  the  Esquimaux 
I  alluded  to  in  my  letter  of  the  5th  instant,  and  whose  precarious  condition 
rendered  it  advisable  he  should  be  conveyed  there ;  ultimately  the  doctor 
came  off  in  a  whale  boat,  and  thus  was  enabled  to  communicate  with  our 
surgeon ;  the  necessity  for  our  landing  was  therefore  avoided,  and  so  we 
proceeded  immediately  towards  "  Sknndsen"  on  the  Island  of  Disco,  as 
shown  in  Rinks  chart,  a  tracing  of  which  I  enclose.    The  principal  officer 
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of  the  Danish  Government  in  North  Greenland,  Mr.  Olric  has  kindly 
accompanied  me  on  this  visit  to  these  coal  districts,  and  through  him  I  have 
been  enabled  to  communicate  freely  with  the  natives  along  the  coast,  and 
thus  obtain  much  useful  information,  "  Skandsen"  was  reached  at  3  p.m.  of 
the  6th,  and  landing,  we  soon  found  the  spot  that  had  been  previously  worked 
by  the  Danes.  A  specimen  of  the  coal  found  here  (and  which  is  in  a  strata 
cropping  out  of  the  bank  on  the  beach,  covered  only  by  light  clayey  sand) 
is  forwarded  through  the  courtesy  of  Mr.  Olric,  in  a  box,  addressed  to  the 
care  of  the  English  Consul  at  Copenhagen.  This  is  marked  No.  1. 
Skandsen,  as  well  as  some  of  the  superincumbent  soil.  The  vein  varied 
from  1  foot  to  4  feet  6  inches  in  depth ;  but  as  a  far  superior  specimen  of 
coal  for  steaming  purposes  has  been  since  met  with,  I  shall  not  trouble  their 
Lordships  with  further  particulars  of  this  spot,  excepting  that  good  holding 
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Coal  Districts  at  Disco.     ground  in  from  8  to  10  fathoms  was  found  off  this  coal  strata,  though 
—  exposed  to  the  southerly  winds,  at  which  time  a  heavy  sea  sets  right  upon 

the  shore.  A  wooden  house  has  been  erected  some  years  ago,  but  now 
uninhabited ;  it  would  form,  however,  good  shelter  for  a  party  collecting  coal, 
which  could  be  shipped  in  fine  weather,  or  during  northerly  winds  when  the 
sea  is  perfectly  smooth. 

Leaving  "  Skandsen"  at  5.30  p.m.,  we  then  proceeded  towards  "  Kiten- 
benk"for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  a  Danish  bark  that  arrived 
the  previous  day,  and  which  afforded  us  European  intelligence  twelve  days, 
later  than  our  own. 

The  captain  of  the  vessel,  when  acquainted  by  Mr.  Olric  with  the  object 
of  the  expedition,  gave  me  78  lbs.  of  potatoes,  which  I  have  added  to  our 
stock  of  vegetables  for  the  Arctic  squadron.  We  passed  inside  the  small 
islands,  as  seen  in  the  track  chart  enclosed,  and  observed  an  extensive  loom 
and  kittiwake  rookery,  where  thousands  of  birds  and  eggs  might  be  readily 
obtained.  [  learn  that  a  still  larger  rookery  is  situated  at  "  Niakornak 
NcBs"  an  island  a  little  to  the  northward.  I  paid  a  visit  to  the  Governor  of 
"  Ritenbenk,"  whom  I  had  previously  known  as  governor  of  Lievely.  The 
vessels  were  kept  under  weigh  in  the  mean  time,  and  by  8  a.m.  of  the  7th 
we  were  well  clear  of  the  small  islands  which  lie  near  the  settlement. 

A  strong  breeze  from  the  northward  prevented  our  reaching 
"  Atanekerdluk  "  before  .5  p.m.  ;  here  we  found  excellent  sheltered  harbours, 
the  northmost  one  for  vessels  during  southerly  winds,  and  the  other 
affording  capital  shelter  with  north  winds,  and  with  very  good  stiff  clay 
holding  ground.  We  came  to  in  23  fathoms  and  rode  out  the  gale,  which 
was  doubtless  putting  the  "  Diligence  "  well  through  Davis  Straits.  Shortly 
after  anchoring  I  landed  with  a  party  of  officers  from  both  vessels,  for  the 
purpose  of  visiting  a  petrified  forest  reported  by  the  Esquimaux,  but  which 
had  never  been  previously  visited  by  any  European,  excepting  Mr.  Rink. 
Petrified  Trees.  Here,  at  a  measured  elevation  of  1084  feet  above  the  level  of  the  sea,  we 

found  extensive  remains  of  petrified  trees,  though  nearly  entirely  embedded 
in  sandstone  clay  ;  the  specimens  collected  were  in  all  stages  of  petrifaction, 
some  charred  into  coal.  That  this  has  been  a  forest  of  considerable  extent, 
and  that  the  species  of  tree  was  doubtless  what  now  only  exists  in  a  far 
more  temperate  clime,  is  beautifully  illustrated  by  the  widely  scattered 
specimens  found  of  petrified  leaves,  identifying  the  lime,  beech,  fir,  &c.,  and 
some  sorts  of  fern.  To  the  geologist  this  cannot  fail  to  be  a  source  of  the 
greatest  interest,  and  must  be  viewed  by  all  as  matter  for  great  speculation. 

A  small  piece  of  amber  was  found,  and  I  succeeded,  though  with  much 
difficulty,  in  reaching  a  spot  at  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  where  a  portion  of  a 
semipetrified  tree  still  stood  at  an  angle  of  about  45°,  and  sloping  towards 
the  north,  the  hill  upon  which  the  forest  is  situate  facing  the  south. 

This  tree  was  about  the  size  of  a  man's  body  in  girth,  and  four  feet  of  it 
stood  exposed  ;  a  small  portion  is  sent,  marked  A.  Some  pieces  of  the  coal 
found  in  the  neighbourhood  is  also  forwarded.  I  defer  sending  a  more 
detailed  account  of  the  geological  formation  of  the  land  at  this  spot  as 
being  more  suitable  for  a  paper  to  the  geological  societies,  than  for  an 
official  letter  to  my  T^ords  Connnissioners.  I  will  therefore  only  add,  that 
the  comniencement  of  what  is  known  as  greenstone,  sandstone,  clay  slate, 
and  trap  formation,  was  clearly  defined  at  a  spot  a  short  distance  from  our 
anchorage,  and  where  it  was  met  by  the  gneiss  and  granite  of  other  periods. 

At  7  on  the  following  morning  our  anchor  Avas  tripped,  and  we  steamed 
across  the  Waigattet  towards  Ritenbenk  Kull)rud.  On  landing,  I  soon 
found  an  exlcnsivc!  strata  of  coal,  (extending,  as  far  as  my  own  ol)servation 
went,  (bi  mor(!  than  a.  tnile  along  the  coast ;  this  vein  is  from  3  to  6  feet  in 
depth  and  of  a  s|)ccics  known  in  England  as  anthracite.  Considering  that 
there  could  be  no  better  pioof  of  its  available  position  and  menus  of 
obtaining  it,  I  onh^red  a.ll  the  (juarter  boats  of  the  two  vessels  on  shore, 
for  the  purpoHC  of  taking  a  load,  and  though  it  had  to  be  broken  out  from 
the  bank  and  put  into  tlu;  boats  which  hiid  then  to  pull  off  to  the  sinp, 
which  was  lying  to  luidcr  Ht,eain,  at  a,  distance  from  the  shore  varying  from 
three-f|uarterH  \(>  a,  mile,  wc;,  novertheless,  got  off  upward,s  of  twelve  tons 
in  four  hr)urH,  luid  t.his  working  only  the  boats'  crews  at  the  Htrata  in 
different,  spots,  and  theniHclvcH  loading  and  caiTying  oil"  their  own  boats 
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alongside,  each  making  three  or  four  trips  in  that  period.     The  coal      Coai  Districts  at  Disco. 

has  been  used  since,  and  is  found  of  good  quality  ;  it  is  spoken  of  by 

some  of  our  men  who  are  accustomed  to  the  coal  trade,  as  being  worth 

thirty-five  shillings  a  ton.    A  copy  of  the  engineer's  report  is  enclosed 

herewith. 

There  seems  no  limit  to  the  quantity  that  might  be  obtained,  and  at 
high  water  it  may  positively  be  thrown  into  the  boat  (a  distance  of  four 
feet)  from  the  bed  in  which  it  is  deposited.  The  shore  ground  gradually 
slopes  from  three  fathoms  to  twenty  (about  a  mile  distant),  and  a  ship 
can  lay  in  fine  weather  within  200  yards  of  the  beach.  A  sample  of  this 
coal  is  forwarded,  as  well  as  a  portion  of  the  clay  upon  which  it  is  embedded. 
The  superincumbent  strata  is  composed  of  a  sort  of  black  band  (similar  to 
that  we  have  in  Scotland)  immediately  upon  the  coal  strata,  and  a  clayey 
sand  above  that.  This  is  perfectly  loose,  and  can  be  cleared  away  with 
the  greatest  facility,  leaving  a  table  of  coal  running  level  with  the  shore, 
and  perhaps  five  feet  above  high  water-mark.  Large  blocks  were  broken 
out  more  than  three  men  could  lift.  The  coal  stratum  inclines  to  the 
N.E.  at  a  very  small  angle.  Jt  is  not  to  be  supposed  we  have  hit  at  first 
upon  the  best  kind  to  be  found  for  steaming  purposes,  but  it  has  been 
proved  to  be  very  useful  mixed  with  our  quick  burning  patent  fuel,  and 
when  a  jet  of  steam  is  applied,  as  used  now  for  many  of  the  Mediterranean 
steamers  which  burn  "  anthracite''  coal,  (and  which  this  most  resembles), 
a  great  heat  and  more  rapid  combustion  is  obtained.  The  two  harbours 
on  the  northern  shore  of  the  Waigattet  off  Atanekerdluk,  and  within 
fifteen  miles,  would  be  always  available  for  a  ship  coaling  at  this  spot,  as 
she  could  find  shelter  from  either  a  northerly  or  southerly  gale,  the  only 
winds  that  blow  with  any  fury  in  this  strait. 

On  Sunday,  the  9th,  at  10  a.m.  we  anchored  at  Four  Island  Point,  to  Four  island  Point 
await  the  clearing  of  the  fog  and  cessation  of  a  strong  south  wind,  which 
prevented  our  approaching  the  south-east  coast  of  Haresen   or  Hare 
Island,  a  spot  said  to  have  much  coal. 

The  harbour  at  Noursoak  or  Four  Island  Point  is  small  and  dangerous 
for  large  vessels  to  enter.  We  found,  however,  secure  anchorage  in  a 
bight  about  a  mile  to  the  southward  of  the  settlement,  with  fifteen  to 
twenty  fathoms  water,  sand  and  mud. 

Since  the  above  was  written,  we  made  an  attempt  on  the  morning  of 
the  10th  to  get  over  to  Hare  Island,  but  a  heavy  southerly  gale  prevented 
our  reaching  the  point  at  which  the  coal  is  said  to  exist.  We  bore  up 
for  our  previous  anchorage  at  Four  Island  Point  at  noon,  and  the  wind 
still  continuing,  I  shall  probably  proceed  to  the  northward  without 
further  delay,  though  when  we  sailed  from  Lievely,  we  were  seven 
days  in  advance  of  last  year's  dates,  and  with  thirty-six  tons  more  coal  on 
board. 

Since  the  engineers'  report  was  drawn  up,  they  have  made  further 
experiments  with  the  Ritenbenk  coal,  and  have  found  it  in  specific  gravity 
equal  to  Welsh,  Four  hours  they  kept  one  fire  continually  charged  with 
it,  and  finding  its  combustion  was  good,  for  two  hours  after  employed  the 
Disco  coal  unmixed  for  the  whole  six  fires,  and  report  that  it  answered 
well,  keeping  steam,  and  that  the  combustion  was  perfect,  with  compa- 
ratively no  smoke,  and  without  any  cinders,  a  residue  of  white  ash  and 
clinker  only  remaining.  As  far  as  the  last  experiments  have  gone,  this 
coal  is  as  economical  as  the  Welsh. 

July  12th. — Bad  weather  has  detained  the  expedition  at  this  anchorage 
since  our  return  from  the  attempt  to  reach  Hare  Island.  I  do  not 
consider  that  any  time  has  been  lost,  since  we  learn  that  a  fortnight  ago 
all  was  solid  ice,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach,  in  all  directions  from 
this  spot. 

9.  A.M. — We  are  now  getting  under  weigh  in  a  calm  to  proceed  north, 
and  expect  to  fall  in  with  the  ice  in  twenty-four  hours.  I  intend,  if  possible, 
to  communicate  at  Proven  and  Upernavik,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining 
dogs  and  an  Esquimaux  driver. 

I  have,  &c., 
E.  A.  Inglefield,  Captain. 
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CiiAs.  K.  Uenwick,  Chief  Engineer,  Patrick  (i.   Lambkr-i',  Assistant 
Engineer  (1st  Class),  to  C.  A.  Ingi.ki  ikld,  Captain. 

H.M.S.V.    riiocnix,"  off  Hare  Island,  Baffin  Bay, 
Sir,  ^  Ipth  July,  1854. 

Qualities  of  the  coal  at  Disco.     In  accordance  with  your  directions  relative  to  our  report  as  to  the 
—  qualities  of  the  coal  supplied  by  you  to  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Phoenix," 

Ave  respectfully  beg  to  state,  that  so  far  as  we  have  had  an  opportunity  of 
testing  its  capabilities  for  marine  steam  purposes,  we  are  of  opinion  it 
will,  in  well  proportioned  boilers,  when  mixed  equally  with  Welsh  coal 
or  patent  fuel,  meet  all  the  demands  of  the  marine  steam-engine. 

Further,  from  the  slight  trials  we  have  made  of  it  burning  alone,  we 
believe  it  to  be  in  every  respect  a  most  useful  fuel,  and  capable  of  gene- 
rating sufficient  steam  for  at  least  a  middle  degree  of  expansion  ;  the 
proportion  of  ash  and  clinker  is  greater  than  in  Scotch  coals  generally,  but 
produces  less  smoke. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)    Chas.  K.  Renwick,  Chief  Engineer. 

Patrick  G.  Lambert,  Assistant  Engineer,  1st  class. 


Proceedings  of  Capt.ingieiieia.  Letter  from  Captain  Inglefield  reporting  his  Proceedings  and  Arrival 

at  Cork. 

Her  Majesty's  Steam  Ship  "  Phoenix  "  at  Cork, 
Sir,  28th  September  1854. 

My  letter  of  the  5th  July,  forwarded  by  the  "  Diligence  "  from 
Disco,  and  of  the  12th  July  sent  home  by  a  Danish  vessel,  will  have  fullj- 
informed  their  Lordships  of  my  proceedings  up  to  that  date.  I  have  now, 
therefore,  to  report  what  measures  I  have  taken  for  the  further  fulfilment 
of  the  instructions  under  which  I  sailed. 

On  the  12th  July,  the  wind  having  moderated,  we  got  under  weigh 
from  Four  Island  Point  with  "  Talbot  "  in  tow,  and  passing  amongst  some 
heavy  bergs,  steered  away  to  the  northward.  The  following  morning, 
having  a  fair  wind,  I  cast  off  the  '*  Talbot  "  and  proceeded  to  Proven 
under  sail  and  steam  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  dogs,  and  having 
purchased  five  joined  the  "  Talbot  "  off  Upernavik  at  6.30  p.m.  Plere  I 
landed  to  communicate  with  the  Governor  concerning  an  Esquimaux 
driver  and  a  further  supply  of  dogs,  but  ere  I  could  return  to  the  ship  a 
strong  breeze  from  the  southward  had  sprung  up,  and  I  found  it  necessary 
to  seek  an  anchorage  for  the  "  Phoenix,"  ordering  the  "  l^lbot "  to  keep 
under  weigh  for  the  night.  In  the  morning,  the  breeze  still  continuing,  and 
observing  the  Tender  crippled  aloft,  I  went  out  to  her,  and  learnt  she  had 
fallen  foul  of  an  iceberg  and  carried  away  a  quarter  boat,  anchor  stock, 
starboard  cathead,  and  main  top-gallant  mast.  Anchoring  her,  however, 
astern  of  the  "  Phoenix,"  her  damages  were  shortly  repaired. 

Strong  southerly  winds  detained  us  at  this  anchorage  till  the  21st  inst., 
(luring  which  time  I  made  a  complete  survey  of  the  liarbour  and  islands  in 
the  n(;ighb()urli()()d,  a  tracing  of  which  I  inclose. 

1  leaiiit  from  the  (Jovernor  of  Upernavik  that  eleven  Avhalers  which  had 
])een  seen  to  go  north  passed  south  a  few  days  back,  having  liiiled  in 
making  a  passage  through  Melville  Jiay. 

On  the  21st,  inst.,  the  wind  having  drawn  round  to  the  eastward,  I 
(ietennined  on  niuking  tin;  attempt  '  to  get  through  Melville  Bay. 
Accordingly  we  reached  Ca|)e  Shakleton  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  and 
j)!iHsing  !i  sinnll  isliind  covered  with  ducks,  I  huided  with  Connnander  Jenkins 
and  Mr.  I^llioit,  and  in  three  hours  we  kiUed  seventy-seven,  and  obtained  a 
l)();it  load  of  eggs.  At  noon  the  boats  of  both  sliips  were  dispatched  to 
the  Loom  Mookery,  and  by  :\  o'clock  they  had  returned,  and  558  looms 
were  added  I o  oiu' stock  of  IrcHh  j)r()visions.  Of  this  sujjply  'M)0  birds 
and  sixty  do/en  ol'  eggH  were  set  aside  for  the  use  of  the  Arctic  sciuadron. 
I^elore  the  evening  the  duck  islands  were  sighted,  and  at  9-30  p-m.,  though 
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surrounded  with  loose  ice,  we  succeeded  in  getting  near  enough  for  the  Proceedings  of  Captingiefiew. 

ice-master  and  myself  to  land  upon  the  largest  of  the  group,  and  from  the 

top  of  it  no  water  was  to  be  seen  to  the  northward  or  westward.  Mr. 

Manson  observed  that,  during  forty-seven  voyages  to  this  country,  he  had 

always  found  at  a  much  earlier  date  forty  miles  of  water  off  these  islands, 

and  never  before  seen  so  much  ice  at  this  point.    He  stated  that  he 

believed  it  would  be  impossible  to  make  the  passage  of  Melville  Bay  this 

season,  and  advised  my  relinquishing  the  attempt  and  at  once  proceeding 

up  the  west  coast.    During  the  time  we  were  on  shore  the  ice  had  closed 

so  rapidly  round  the  vessels  that  it  was  with  some  difficulty  we  regained 

the  ship,  having  to  drag  the  punt  in  which  we  landed  over  several  floe 

pieces  which  were  coming  up  with  the  southerly  breeze,  and  which 

threatened  to  beset  our  vessels.    We  now  pushed  to  the  southward,  and 

on  the  25th  we  entered  the  Waigatte.    In  the  afternoon  we  passed  a 

dangerous  rock  about  the  middle  of  the  straits,  abreast  of  Noursoak,  six 

feet  above  water,  and  which  was  not  marked  in  the  charts  nor  had  it  been 

previously  observed.    I  sounded  round  it,  and  fixed  its  position  as  nearly 

as  the  imperfect  outline  of  the  coast  would  admit. 

A  strong  southerly  v/ind  springing  up,  and  being  unable  to  steam  against 
it,  we  bore  up  to  seek  shelter  in  a  bight  that  we  observed  a  little  to  the 
northward  of  Noursoak,  and  finding  good  anchorage  came  to  under  the 
lee  of  a  point  marked  in  Rink's  chart  as  Makkaho  Elven.  The  whole  of 
the  26th  we  were  detained  here  with  strong  southerlj^  winds,  but  on  the 
27th  at  noon,  the  weather  moderating,  we  weighed,  but  owing  to  the 
difficulty  in  casting  with  the  "  Talbot  "  in  tovf  amongst  ice,  Avith  a  long- 
swell,  that  vessel  struck  the  bottom  twice  ere  we  succeeded  in  getting  out 
of  the  bay. 

On  the  29th,  at  3.30  a.m.,  we  anchored  in  four  fathoms  oft'  the  coal  mine 
I  discovered  on  the  8th  July,  and  immediately  commenced  digging  out. 
By  8  A.M.  of  the  following  morning  we  had  shipped  about  seventy 
tons,  when  a  swell  setting  in  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  southward  we 
w^ere  forced  to  weigh,  and  the  wind  continuing  to  freshen  we  bore  up  for 
the  anchorage  I  had  remarked  from  the  top  of  Atanekerdluk.  Ere  we 
succeeded  in  gaining  this  point  the  wind  had  freshened  to  a  gale,  and  on 
rounding  the  little  peninsula  which  formed  the  harbour,  it  blew  so  strong 
we  were  unable  to  steam  to  windward  at  full  power  with  Talbot  in  tow, 
and  the  wind  taking  the  ship  on  her  starboard  bow  drove  her  towards  a 
bluff  point  which  formed  the  northern  shore  of  the  little  bay.  The  Tender 
was  cast  oft'  and  both  anchors  of  each  ship  were  let  go,  but  with  sixty 
fathoms  of  chain  they  failed  to  reach  the  bottom,  and  nothing  but  a  small 
iceberg,  which  providentially  lay  against  the  shore,  saved  both  vessels  from 
being  stranded.  We,  however,  fell  broadside  on  to  the  berg,  and  a  hawser 
was  passed  round  all,  whilst  we  steamed  ahead  to  keep  the  ships  on  the 
weather  side  of  it.  Towards  the  evening,  the  wind  moderating,  we 
succeeded  in  getting  the  "  Phfenix  "  into  a  good  berth,  where  she  lay 
securely  for  the  night,  and  the  following  morning  towed  the  "  Talbot  "  out 
of  her  dangerous  position. 

We  now  proceeded  to  the  southward,  and  at  5.30  a.m.  on  the  1st  of 
August,  being  abreast  of  Lievely,  I  landed  to  deposit  a  letter  with  the 
Governor,  forwarding  to  you  a  statement  of  our  proceedings  up  to  that 
date.  At  7  we  proceeded  to  the  westward  under  sail  and  steam,  and 
on  the  3d,  at  1  p.m.,  sighted  Cape  Broughton  and  five  whalers,  communi- 
cating with  the  "  Jane  "  of  Bowness  and  delivering  their  mails.  Captain 
Walker  informed  me  that  a  barrier  of  ice  was  fixed  against  the  west  shore, 
and  that  he  doubted  our  being  able  to  get  near  the  land.  On  parting 
companj^,  we,  however,  stood  towards  the  coast  to  assure  ourselves  that  no 
passage  existed,  and  the  ice-master  and  myself  being  satisfied  of  its 
impracticability,  I  determined  upon  at  once  taking  the  pack  in  the  latitude 
of  71°  or  72°,  and  endeavouring  to  force  a  passage  through.  We  therefore 
shaped  a  course  again  for  Lievely,  which  we  reached  a  little  after  midnight 
on  the  6th,  and  immediately  commenced  coaling.  By  9  a.m.  of  the 
following  day  we  had  filled  the  bunkers  and  taken  a  deckload,  completing 
270  tons.  At  9.30  we  steamed  out  with  "  Talbot "  in  tow,  and  on  the 
ninth  took  the  pack  abreast  of  Upernavik. 
I.  B 
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Proceedings  of  Capt.lngiefieid.     ^^^qj.  ^^11  days  wc  pushed  Oil  through  hcavy  ice,  blastinj^,  boring,  char/ring 

the  nips  and  making  but  slow  advance;  the  bay  ice  f'orniing  strong  every 
night  much  retarding  our  progress,  and  on  the  17th  we  were  closely  beset 
at  the  edge  of  a  large  floe  some  miles  in  extent.  Luci<ily  a  strong  gale 
from  the  westward  broke  up  the  edges  of  this  floe,  and  on  the  weather 
moderating,  slacked  the  ice  sufficiently  to  admit  of  our  pushing  through, 
and  on  the  19th  we  were  fortunate  enough  to  get  into  the  Avest  water. 
•  Deeming  it  beneficial  for  the  service  upon  which  I  was  employed,  and  acting 

under  the  discretionary  orders  with  which  their  Lordships  have  been  pleased 
to  supply  me,  I  determined  upon  examining  the  depot  near  WoUaston 
Islands,  deposited  by  the  "  North  Star"  in  1850  ;  for  that  purpose  1  made 
the  south  shore  of  Lancaster  Sound,  and  on  the  21st,  about  8.30  p.m.  we 
passed  near  enough  to  Cape  Hay  to  observe  the  coals  deposited  there  in 
1849  by  Captain  Parker  of  the  "  Truelove"  for  Lady  Frankhn.  Observing 
that  the  staff  and  two  casks  containing  letters  and  provisions  were  missing, 
I  landed  and  found  that  no  trace  remained  of  these,  but  a  portion  of  the 
head  of  one  of  them  and  some  broken  preserved  meat  tins.  The  coals  too 
had  been  either  carried  away  by  the  Esquimaux  or  the  ice,  there  being  only 
21  bags,  A  little  after  10  we  rounded  Cape  Castlereagh,  and  shortly  found 
the  remains  of  the  "  North  Star's"  depot.  Anchoring  in  5  fathoms  we 
lashed  the  "  Talbot"  alongside,  and  on  landing  I  found  that  this  spot  had  also 
been  visited  by  the  Esquimaux,  and  not  only  plundered  of  all  that  was 
useful  to  them  as  savages,  but  that  degree  of  reckless  wantonness  was 

Supplies  at  Navy  Board  Inlet  exhibited  (in  the  destruction  of  every  article  that  remained)  so  peculiar  to 

the  habits  of  the  uncivilized  tribes  of  man.  Of  the  608  casks  and  cases 
that  were  landed  by  Mr.  Saunders  only  114  remained,  and  each  had  been 
stove  to  examine  their  contents,  which  consisted  of  flour,  peas,  Scotch 
barley,  oatmeal,  and  tobacco.  Finding  the  flour  only  partially  destroyed  in 
each  cask  I  determined  on  embarking  all  that  still  remained,  and  the 
whole  was  shipped  off  to  the  "  Phoenix"  with  10  tons  of  patent  fuel, 
and  which  latter  I  did  not  hesitate  to  embark,  as  Sir  Edward  Belcher 
had  sent  a  vessel  two  years  before  to  examine  this  depot,  and  directed 
her  commander  to  take  the  whole  of  the  coal  from  the  neighbouring 
point. 

Each  cask  of  flour  I  found  contained  a  certain  portion  of  undamaged 
contents,  and  I  trust  their  Lordships  will  approve  of  the  measures  I  have 
taken  to  secure  the  remaining  portion  of  this  valuable  depot  for  the  use  of 
Her  Majesty's  service,  and  to  obtain  the  far  more  important  information  for 
the  guidance  of  those  who  might  otherwise  be  misled  by  the  widely  circulated 
cairn  records,  which  set  forth  as  an  existing  cache,  at  Navy  Board  Inlet,  a 
depdt  of  provisions  for  100  men  for  12  months. 

In  six  hours  from  the  time  we  anchored  the  ships  were  again  underweigh, 
and  standing  across  the  Sound  we  reached  Cape  Warrender  in  the  evening 
of  the  same  day,  where  I  landed  for  the  purpose  of  examining  the  cairn  I 
erected  here  last  year.  Returning  on  board,  I  found  a  strong  westerly 
breeze  with  ebb  tide  prevented  our  making  much  headway,  and  accordingly 
we  returned  to  seek  an  anchorage  for  the  night  in  Dundas  Harbour.  Un- 
fortunately, when  picking  up  a  berth  we  struck  soundings  in  15  fathoms, 
and  immediately  after  .'5,  when  both  ships  grounded  on  a  mud  bank,  and  the 
tide  falling,  every  exertion  to  get  the  "  Phoenix"  afloat  proved  useless, 
though  the  "  Talbot"  was  shortly  warped  off  into  deep  water,  where  both 
her  bower  anchors  being  let  go,  the  cliain  of  the  small  one  was  passed  into 
the  ''  Phamix's"  quarter  hawse  hole  and  a  heavy  strain  brought  upon  it.  At 
3  the  following  morning  the  strong  breeze  broke  the  ice  away  from  the 
head  of  th(!  bay,  and  driving  out  took  the  "  Phamix"  on  her  starboard 
broadside,  and  laid  her  over  on  her  beam  ends,  forcing  her  still  farther  on 
shore,  and  tearing  off  the  whole  of  the  false  keel.  The  "  Talbot,"  though 
pushed  itgain  upon  the  bank,  escaped  any  diunage  fi'om  the  ice,  being 
sheltered  by  this  vessel  which  was  to  windward  of  her.  The  day 
flood  proving  only  a  half  tide,  we  remained  immovably  fixed  until  the 
evening,  by  which  tinu;  all  the  boats  oC  both  vessels  had  been  laden  with 
heavy  Htores  to  lighten  this  vessel,  and  J  am  happy  to  say  that  about 
I  I  I'.M.  both  ships  floated  off  into  deep  water  with  no  other  damage  than 
I  have  stated. 


(  11  ) 


The  following  morning,  the  wind  having  moderated,  we  steamed  out  with  I'roceedingsofCapt.ingiefieid. 
"  Talbot"  in  tow,  and  having  obtained  dogs  from  the  Esquimaux  (encamped 
near  this  spot),  stood  towards  Beechey  Island,  which  we  reached  (with  a 
slight  detention  of  a  few  hours  at  Rigby  Bay)  by  1  p.m.  of  the  26th. 

The  "  North  Star"  was  observed  through  the  fog  standing  off  and  on,  and 
shortly  an  officer  boarding  us,  acquainted  me  that  the  whole  of  the  officers 
and  crews  of  the  "  Investigator,"  "  Resolute,"  "  Intrepid,"  "  Assistance," 
and  "  Pioneer"  were  on  board  that  ship,  the  first  three  having  been  abandoned 
by  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  order  in  May  last,  and  Sir  Edward  himself  with 
his  own  party  having  just  deserted  the  "Assistance"  and  "Pioneer"  about 
50  miles  from  Beechey  Island, 

Having  delivered  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher  the  despatches,  &c.,  with  which 
I  was  charged,  I  have  followed  his  instructions  for  my  further  guidance,  and 
therefore  have  only  to  state,  as  having  especially  reference  to  the  vessel  under 
my  command,  that  a  slight  accident  to  the  screw  shaft  occurred  on  the  1st 
September,  owing  to  the  key  of  the  coupling  block  working  slack.  In  a 
few  hours  the  shaft  was  re-secured,  and  no  inconvenience  has  been  experienced 
from  a  very  slight  deflection  in  the  line  of  axes. 

I  am,  &c. 

E.  A.  Inglefield, 
Captain  commanding  Arctic  Relief  Expedition. 
To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
London. 


No.  5. 

Captain  E.  A.  Inglefield  to  Commodore  John  Shepherd.  Eecommends  Lieut.  Elliott. 

Her  Majesty's  Steam  Ship  "  Phoenix,"  at  Woolwich, 
Sir,  3d  October  1854. 

In  my  official  despatch  of  the  28th  ultimo,  I  forbore  from  making  any 
allusion  to  the  services  and  conduct  of  the  officers  belonging  to  this  ship. 
I  felt  that  such  was  deserving  of  a  separate  letter.  I  have  now  to  request 
you  will  lay  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  my  earnest 
desire  that  they  will  grant  the  promotion  of  Mr.  Elliott,  the  senior  lieute- 
nant of  this  ship,  not  only  on  this  voyage,  but  on  the  last,  when  he 
commanded  one  of  the  vessels  in  the  expedition.  He  also  served  in 
Captain  Austin's  expedition,  and  was  promoted  to  a  lieutenant  from  the 
rank  of  master,  for  services  in  Borneo,  whilst  master  of  Sir  Thomas 
Cochrane's  flag  ship,  the  "Agincourt." 

Lieutenant  Elliott  has  been  28  years  in  the  service,  out  of  which  he 
has  been  more  than  14  years  a  commissioned  officer.  For  myself,  I 
must  add  that,  as  my  second  in  command,  he  has  ever  shown  that  zeal  and 
ability  to  which  I  mainly  attribute  the  success  of  our  undertaking ;  and  as 
the  peculiar  service  upon  which  we  were  employed  occasionally  obliged  me 
to  be  absent  from  the  ship,  and  sometimes  for  days.  Lieutenant  Elliott  had 
upon  these  occasions,  entire  charge  of  this  ship  and  her  tenders. 

His  greater  experience  in  ice  navigation  has  frequently  been  of  essential 
service  to  me,  and  I  have  continually  consulted  him  as  to  the  best  method 
of  carrying  out  the  great  object  of  our  voyages, 

I  have,  &c, 

E.  A.  Inglefield,  Captain 


No.  6. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  21  si  October  1854. 

Referring  to  your  letter  of  the  5th  July,  dated  from  Disco,  and  of  the 
28th  of  last  month,  reporting  your  having  anchored  at  Cork,  I  am  com- 
manded by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  signify  then- 
approval  of  your  proceedings  during  your  late  voyage,  and  to  acquaint 
you  that  they  have  this  day  signed  a  commission  promoting  Lieutenant 
James  E.  Elliott  to  the  rank  of  commander. 

I  am,  &c. 

Captain  Inglefield.  W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 
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Proceedings  of        Proceediiii' s  oF  Cii})taifi  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  Her  Majesty's 

SirEdwardBelcher  C.13.  -  DisCOVery  Shi])   "  Alrisistance." 


Princess  Eoyal  Island. 


Mount  Parker. 


A  whale  found  on  the  side  of 
this  mountain,  about  ."jOO  feet 
above  the  level.  Skeleton 
imbedded. 


C.  Ditirucli. 


No.  1. 

Letter  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B,  detailing  his  Visit  to  Jo.vks'  Sound, 
and  further  Proceedings  to  the  10th  September  1853,  when  the 
"  Assistance  "  was  frozen  in  near  Cape  Osborn  in  the  V/ ellington 
Channel. 

Subject — General  Proceedings. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  Assistance,  8th  August  1853, 
Wellington  Channel, 
Sir,  5  Miles  East  of  Baillie  Head  Island  (Port  Surprise). 

The  hurried  and  unexpected  visit  of  Commander  Pullen  afforded  me  little 
time  to  enter  into  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  this  season  as  fully  a.s 
I  could  wish.  But  I  wilf  now  endeavour  to  complete  what  may  yet  be 
required,  in  order  that  the  extent  of  our  research  maybe  properly  estimated. 

Since  Commander  Pullen  quitted,  we  have  been  nearly  locked  up  in  the 
pack,  having  at  this  date  gained  but  10  miles  (since  26th  July),  but  this 
has  afforded  me  tune  to  put  my  work  on  paper,  and  I  am  now  enabled  to 
forward  a  fair  tracing  of  the  North  Eastern  discoveries. 
■  On  the  2d  May,  the  N.E.  division,  as  explained  in  my  former  letter  of 
that  final  date,  left  the  ship,  and  without  difficulty  reached  our  old  dis- 
coveries of  last  season  in  5  days. 

Our  first  object,  seen  from  om-  depot  placed  here  on  27th  April,  was  an 
island  nearly  in  connexion  with  the  land,  about  9  miles  E.S.E. 

Towards  this  we  pushed,  but  found  the  ice  treacherous,  swamping  the 
sledge,  and  placing  me  for  a  few  moments  in  an  uncomfortable  bath.  By 
this  we  lost  near  96  lbs.  of  bread,  one  of  the  most  important  items  of  our 
provision. 

On  the  8th  we  landed,  and  took  possession  of  the  island,  giving  the 
name,  as  the  first  of  our  discoveries  this  season,  "  Princess  Royal." 

Our  course  ran  still  to  the  E.S.E  ,  as  I  fondly  hoped  for  the  entrance  of 
Jones'  Strait.  The  next  important  and  commanding  station  I  landed  at  and 
took  possession  of  as  Mount  Parker,  in  compliment  to  Rear  Admiral  Hyde 
Parker. 

The  outer  coastline  here  runs  off  so  nearly  into  the  sea,  that  until  the 
thaws  commence  one  scarcely  knows  when  he  stands  over  land  or  water, 
and  the  rise  so  gradual  that  we  found  ourselves  some  50  or  60  feet,  in  thick 
weather,  above  the  sea  level  before  we  discovered  our  error.  Fortunatel}^  it 
lay  in  our  direct  route,  and  the  result  was  simply  a  down  hill  run. 

On  the  14th  we  reached  a  most  remarkable  cape  at  the  entrance  of  a 
considerable  inlet,  which  1  fully  expected  was  to  lead  into  Jones'  Strait,  all 
the  geographical  features,  the  course,  everything,  seemed  to  promise  it.  But 
the  summit  exhibited  to  us  a  south  and  western  direction,  and  without 
suffic;ient  inducement  to  diverge  lor  the  chance  of  an  eastern  lead 

As  the  commissariat  sledge  "  Enterprise"  had  now  reached  her  limit,  the 
"  Londerborough"  and  "  Dauntless"  were  completed  to  40  days  each,  and 
Mr.  7\llai'd  returned  to  the  ship,  to  meet  us  again  with  further  supplies  on 
the  1st  of  July  at  Princess  Royal  Island,  preparatory  to  further  examination 
of  North  (Cornwall. 

I'his  position  I'cceived  the  temporary  name  of  Cape  Separation.  I  intend 
*'  C.  D'Israeh  "  lor  it,  as  it  keeps  the  ])urse  of  a  very  important  sac. 

sight  whicli  I  obtained  from  this  cape,  elevated  680  feet  al)Ovc  the 
sea,  h'd  ine  to  liope  for  better  success  due  east.  On  that  course  we  pro- 
ceeded three  days  on  a  smooth  floe  (making  36  miles),  when  we  reached  on 
the  IHth  t  lx^  entrance  of  a,  splendid  chaimel, 

Fog  IkuI  Ibr  some  time  worried  uswith  indistinct  glimpses  of  the  approaches, 
but,  as  it  now  cleared  off  and  the  sun  enlivened  the  scene,  we  were  regaled 
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with  such  a  magnificent  view  of  successive  beetling  headlands,  on  either  side    g.^  m^^rTBeMier 

of  the  channel,  and  extending  for  about  20  miles,  that  it  really  became  a  '  I*' 

puzzling  matter  to  find  names  for  them.  Of  one  thing  I  felt  quite  convinced, 
viz.,  that  we  were  now  really  in  Jones'  Channel,  and  that  by  nothing  but 
bad  taste  in  nature  could  we  be  deceived.  The  latitude,  the  direction,  the 
limit  in  longitude  to  which  we  could  see,  only  required  an  extension  of  60 
miles  to  lead  to  the  cairn  erected  by  Captain  Austin's  party. 

Who  could  dream  of  failure  on  the  18th  May  ?  The  roughness  of  the 
frozen  "  pack"  now  compelled  us  to  take  to  the  land,  and  we  advanced 
easily  5  or  6  miles,  when  a  further  stop  to  our  progress  was  opposed  in  the 
shape  of  an  abrupt  glacier,  half  a  gale  of  wind,  and  the  mortifying  discovery 
that  its  base  was  washed  by  the  sea,  and  the  off-lying  pack  rotten  and  tumbling 
asunder. 

Not  easily  daunted,  it  was  determined  to  try  an  overland  route,  and 
avoid  this  unfortunate  hole,  as  we  then  thought  it. 

Provisions,  &c.  were  strapped  on,  and  we  soon  started  to  view  what  we 
had  to  contend  with  before  deciding  on  our  ultimate  mode  of  action. 

The  hills   continued  increasing  in  height  as  we  advanced,  until  they 
reached  1500  feet ;  we  then  descended  and  took  up  another  position  at  "  Britannia  Heights." 
nearly  the  same  height  at  the  last  blulf,  where  we  encamped  for  the  night. 

All  our  hopes  were  crushed.  Between  us  and  the  distant  bluff  the  open 
sea  prevailed  on  the  20th  Maij.  The  horizon  was  streaked  with  open 
"  sailing  ice,"  and  all  communication  cut  ofi'  for  sledges.  The  bluff,  distant 
16  miles,  was  clearly  the  turning  point  into  Jones'  Channel ;  no  land  was 
visible  beyond  it. 

To  the  north  of  us  lay  the  new  land  of  "  Kent"  (named  after  his  late  Royal  "North  Kent." 
Highness  the  Duke),  and  far  to  the  westward  a  new  chain  hereafter  to  be 
examined. 

Fortunately  our  weather  was  beautifully  clear,  and  we  not  only  saw  all 
the  distant  objects,  but  obtained  the  requisite  observations  for  planting  them 
in  their  proper  places. 

The  rotten  ice  off  Cape  Derby  now  recurring  to  us,  the  nature  of  that 
also  off  Cape  D'Israeli,  made  me  anxious  to  recover  our  boat  (left  in  depot) 
in  case  we  should  perchance  be  cut  off  from  retreat ;  we  therefore  i  etraced 
our  steps  and  reached  Cape  D'Israeli  on  the  26th.  As  we  were  now  on  the 
terra  firma  of  our  quarters  I  determined  on  making  a  last  effort  for  some 
clue  to  a  lead  towards  Jones'  Sound  by  this  channel.  Arthur's  channel. 

Our  progress  was  tantalizing  and  attended  with  deep  interest  and  excite- 
ment. In  the  first  place  I  discovered  on  the  brow  of  a  mountain,  about 
800  feet  above  the  sea,  what  appeared  to  be  a  recent  and  a  very  workmanlike 
structure  of  a  dome  (or  rather  a  double  cone  or  icehouse)  built  of  very 
heavy  and  tubular  slabs,  which  no  single  person  could  carry.  It  consisted 
of  about  40  courses  ;  8  feet  diameter,  and  8  feet  in  depth  when  cleared, 
but  only  5  in  height  from  the  base  of  the  upper  cone  as  we  opened  it. 


Most  carefull}"  was  every  stone  removed,  every  atom  of  moss  or  earth  • 
scrutinized :  the  stones  at  the  bottom  also  taken  up,  but  without  a  trace  of 
any  record,  or  of  having  been  used  by  any  human  being.     It  was  filled  by 
drift  snow,  but  did  not  in  any  respect  bear  the  appearance  of  having  been 
built  more  than  a  season.    This  was  named  Mount  Discovery.  ^loimt  Discovery, 

Our  anxiety  certainly  was  not  abated.  As  we  moved  southerly, 
with  every  appearance  of  a  " cul  de  sac"  the  channels  opened  suddenly 
in  a  fresh  direction,  until  at  last,  having  reached  the  bottom  of  a  lake  or 
bay,  we  found  that  any  further  progress  must  be  confined  to  frozen 
streams  or  ravines,  which  connected  with  a  series  of  great  lakes  leading 
into  another  sea. 
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Disappointment  Bay. 


Leaving  our  crew  pretty  well  fatigued  to  pitch  the  tent  and  prepare 
the  customary  pcmmican  meal,  1  ascended  the  mountain  above  us  and 
discovered  that  we  really  were  not  far  from  our  old  position  last  year  on 
Cape  Hogarth,  and  had  Cape  Majendie  and  Hamilton  Island  to  the  west 
about  20  miles. 

My  surprise  however  was  checked  suddenly  by  two  structures  rather  in 
European  form,  and  apparently  graves,  P^ach  was  singularly  constructed, 
and,  like  the  dome,  of  large  .selected  dab.s,  having  at  each  end  three  separate 
stones,  laid  as  we  would  place  head  and  feet  stones.     So  thoroughly 


satisfied  was  I  that  here  was  no  delusion,  I  desisted  from  disturbing  a 
stone  until  it  should  be  formally  done  by  the  party  assembled. 

The  evening  following  (for  where  the  sun  is  so  oppressive  to  the  eyes  by 
day  we  travel  by  night)  we  ascended  the  hill  and  removed  the  stones  ; 
not  a  trace  of  human  beings  ! 

If  this  had  been  a  cache,  and  the  carcase  removed,  I  cannot  understand 
why  the  stones  should  have  been  so  carefully  and  systematically  replaced. 
Eventually,  on  digging  to  the  hard  quarry,  from  which  the  cache  had  been 
clearly  formed  by  art,  we  discovered  a  quantity  of  minute  black  dust, 
which  on  examination  by  a  powerful  lens  I  found  to  be  the  chrysalis  shells 
of  minute  flies  Avhich  possibly  had  been  generated  by  the  remains  of  meat 
left  here  at  a  former  date. 

At  various  places  we  have  found  apparent  marks,  and  had  fancied  that 
some  of  the  explorers  from  the  "  North  Star  "  had  sought  Jones'  Strait  by 
this  channel ;  but  invariably  every  such  mark  had  been  placed  where  it 
could  not  serve  the  purpose  of  a  geographical  pile.  One  in  particular, 
found  by  Mr.  Grove  on  Pitch  Mount,  which  he  kept  untouched  until  I 
examnided  it,  was  so  methodically  constructed  of  five  stones,  that  on  the  dis- 
turbance of  any  one  the  others  would  tumble  ;  and  yet  if  Esquimaux  were 
concerned  in  its  original  structure  how  many  years  had  it  stood.  My  own 
opinion  is  strongly  in  favour  of  a  late  visit,  or  within  the  last  ten  years. 
Grove  Mount.  Quitting  this  positiou  (half  of  our  party  having  already  erected  marks  in 

advance  and  assured  us  of  very  easy  travel),  we  proceeded  the  next  day  to 
examine  the  outer  headland  commanding  a  full  view  of  Wellington  Channel. 
We  reached  our  position  before  10.30  and  had  a  good  view  of  objects  within 
the  strait  as  far  as  C.  Majendie  on  the  west,  Dundas  and  Hamilton  Islands, 
Mount  Pym — after  Rear-  southerly,  and  C.  Hogarth  easterly,  including  the  Bay  of  Prince  Alfred 
Admiral  Sir  Samuel  Pym.      which  wc  wcrc  Compelled  to  diminish  very  largely.    From  our  position 

it  certainly  appeared  deep ;  but  when  the  angles  were  laid  down  on  paper 
the  delusion  vanished. 

From  this  position  I  discerned  our  cairn  of  last  season,  as  well  as  the 
very  remarkable  one  placed  by  nature  immediately  behind  it.    It  appears 
Nature's  Cairn,  Hogarth  Port,   vcry  straugc  that  tlic  pai'tics  wlio  scarchcd  thut  coast  so  narrowly,  and 

who,  I  am  informed,  scouted  the  idea  of  further  examination  by 
Mr.  M'Cormick  of  the  "  North  Star,"  should  have  missed  a  landmark 
which  caused  me  to  cast  oif  the  steamer  and  go  in  with  her  to  examine  it. 
Further  that  Mr.  M'Cormick,  who  states  that  he  visited  Point  Hogarth, 
saw  neither  it  nor  our  beacon  !  It  almost  makes  one  doubt  that  the  search 
made  by  ourselves  may  not  have  left  some  mark  unexamined,  although  in 
my  own  particular  route  T  fear  that  I  too  often  led  the  way  to  "  disappoint- 
ment cairns." 

We  now  commenced  our  return,  ascending  tne  mountain  where 
Mr.  Grove,  as  before  stated,  found  an  insignificant  pile  truly,  but  still 
important,  as  formed  by  art.  Our  ascent  of  this  hill  was  for  the  purpose 
oC  cnsiiring  the  connexion  of  our  work  with  Cape  Hogarth  ;  and  as  it  was 
iriuch  stained  by  l)lack  water  and  gave  out  as  they  moved  the  stones  a 
Pitch  Mount  very  strong  odonr  of  n;i,|)litliii,  T  named  it  Pitch  Movmt.    The  stones  proved 

to  be  limestone,  which  when  broken  or  roughly  handled,  give  out  this 
unpleasant  odour. 

W(!  rea(;hed  (Jape  D'Isriieli  on  the  3rd  and  Princess  Royal  Island  on 
the  6th,  where  we  wen;  welcomed  by  Dr.  l^yall  and  Mr.  Allard,  and 


Never  passed  the  North  Horn 
of  Baring  Bay,  five  hays 
intervene. 
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received  the  missing  "  despatches  "  which  Mr,  Cheyne  found  on  his  second  E(^ardBi'icher^CB 

attempt,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Lyall.     They  turned  out,  however,  to  be     "*  '   1*^ 

merely  the  official  communications  of  Commander  PuUen. 

Dr.  Lyall,  however,  brought  the  latest  intelligence  of  the  health  and 
success  of  Commander  Richards  and  party  to  the  S.  W. 

Having  recovered  our  iceboat  and  having  satisfied  myself  from  the  hill 
stations  that  the  floe  was  still  firm  to  the  N.N.E.,  preparation  was  made  for 
examining  the  group  seen  from  the  hills  above  Jones'  Strait 

We  could  now  dispense  with  our  sledge,  which  was  sent  back  by 
"Dauntless"  and  "  Enterprize,"  charged  with  the  duty  of  forming  fresh 
back  depots,  from  the  superfluous  provision  now  no  longer  required.  "  The 
Lady  Frankhn,"  Dr.  Lyall's  sledge,  was  retained  to  accompany  and  aid  us, 
in  case  of  accident  or  failure,  in  being  able  to  drag  the  boat  laden  with 
provision. 

Taking  leave  of  our  late  comrades,  we  again  broke  into  the  floe  on  a 
new  and  yet  interesting  excursion. 

It  occurred  to  me  that  under  any  circumstances,  either  as  regarded 
Sir  J.  Franklin,  Captain  Collinson,  or  Commander  M'Clure,  that  if  any  of 
them  entered  the  Polar  Sea  here  on  the  range  of  these  northern  islands 
with  comparatively  open  water,  for  perhaps  100  miles,  they  might  drift  to 
and  fro  for  years  ;  or  until  they  experienced  one  of  these  northern  nips 
which  would  form  a  mount  above  them  in  a  very  few  seconds.  The  more 
I  have  seen  of  the  action  of  the  ice,  the  partially  open  water,  and  the 
deceitful  leads  into  "  the  Pools"  the  more  satisfied  I  am  that  the  man 
who  once  ventures  ojf  the  /an^^"  to  seek  a  passage  is  in  all  probability 
sacrificed.  He  may  desert  his  vessel,  and  by  hard  travel  succeed  in 
gaining  some  place  of  rendezvous,  under  the  present  dispositions  effected 
by  Captain  Kellett  as  well  as  myself,  but  there  is  no  calculating  as  yet 
that  our  exertions,  before  the  cruize  be  complete,  may  not  be  directed  to  a 
similar  object. 

Under  any  circumstances,  however,  every  portion  of  the  country,  the 
prominent  headlands,  or  rising  mounds  of  the  marshy  grounds,  is  so  com- 
pletely marked  by  our  cairns,  that  whoever  may  reach  them  will  readily 
understand,  even  if  the  date  alone  should  remain,  in  what  direction,  if 
he  has  called  at  two,  he  ought  to  proceed.  But  full  instructions  will 
probably  be  found  untouched  by  animals. 

Our  journey  was  much  heavier  than  I  anticipated,  and  without  the  aid 
of  the  second  sledge  crew  our  advance  would  have  been  impossible.  On  the 
second  day,  however,  we  reached  the  smooth  floe,  and  on  the  4th,  shortly 
after  midnight,  or  4^  days,  had  landed  on  a  new  portion  of  Her  Majesty's 
territories. 

To  this  island,  the  southernmost  of  a  most  extensive  archipelago,  leading  "Windsor  Mt.  Buckingham 
to  the  N.E,,  or  possibly  to  the  pole,  I  gave  the  name  of  "  Buckingham  Island,"  ^^^^^ 
and  the  group,  the  "  Victoria  Archipelago."    To  separate,  survey,  or  make  victoria  Archipelago, 
any  further  examination  at  present  with  a  view  to  name  them,  was  quite 
out  of  the  question.    The  heavy,  even  solid  state  of  the  floe  surrounding, 
or  where  "nipped,"  the  almost  berg-like  lumps  which  protruded,  afforded 
a  fair  inference  that  the  sea  is  seldom  seriously  disturbed  in  these  latitudes. 

On  the  other  hand,  if  we  take  into  consideration  the  exuvice  of  whales 
and  other  animals,  found  at  every  elevation,  even  to  the  summits  of  hills 
above  800  feet,  the  extraordinary  wear  or  abrasion  of  the  outlines  which 
nothing  we  have  experienced  could  effect,  it  almost  leads  one  to  imagine 
that  Nature  at  some  moments,  possibly  past,  and  for  ever,  and  fatally 
perhaps  for  those  we  seek,  has  piled  up  layer  over  layer  to  effect  what 
otherwise  nothing  but  a  recent  deluge  could  account  for. 

The  visit  to  this  island  leads  to  remarks  of  this  nature  particularly. 

On  ascending  the  high  ground  the  sun  had  not  yet  affected  the  frozen 
crust,  or  denuded  it  completely  of  snow.  Anxious  to  save  every  moment 
of  the  fine  season,  I  determined  on  waiting  up  there  for  the  latitude  and 
other  observations,  the  party  sending  two  hands  in  succession  to  relieve 
each  other  ;  the  remainder  went  to  their  bays,  to  sleep. 

Before  noon  the  temperature  became  oppressive  notwithstanding  the 
thermometer  in  the  shade  was  at  34°.  The  black  earth  soon  became  sticky, 
and  before  2  p.m.  the  island  might  be  declared  in  a  semi^fiuid  state. 
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Proceedings  of  Thi's  is  oiily  onc  out  of  man  y  cases  of  the  sort,  which,  at  certain 

Sir  Edwaid Belcher,  c.B.     j;nomcnts,  rcndcr  the  passage  across  ravines  diflicult,  if  not  dangeronH. 

Having  completed  our  work  here,  and  hy  a  different  course  over  the 
floe  obtained  a  better  road  and  convenient  stations  for  fixing  some  of  these 
islands,  we  reached  Princess  H,oyai  Island  on  the  l6th  June;  weather 
sharp  and  snowing,  and  objects  mostly  obscured.  For  the  first  time,  this 
day,  we  noticed  three  musk  oxen  on  the  side  of  an  inland  range ;  five  deer 
were  subsequently  seen.  But  no  single  human  being  could  subsist  himself 
by  the  aid  of  his  gun  throughout  our  whole  range,  and  as  to  a  party  of  five 
or  seven  men,  it  is  impossible. 

By  extraordinary  good  fortune,  bears  might  fall  in  the  way  of  the 
traveller  ;  but  having  killed  and  eaten  his  proportion,  I  much  doubt  if 
his  strength  would  enable  him  to  drag  the  remains  until  another  piece  of 
similar  good  fortune  befel  him.  The  assertion,  therefore,  of  any 
"teeming  or  abundance  of  animal  life"  in  this  north-eastern  district  is 
utterly  untenable. 

The  remainder  of  our  journey  being  merely  the  return  over  known  ground 
by  our  previous  discovery  last  season,  requires  no  comment  beyond  this : 
that  the  opening  and  open  water  now  interposing  between  us  and  North 
Cornwall,  rendering  it  unsafe  for  sledge  as  well  as  boat,  all  hopes  of  further 
examination  this  season  were  at  an  end. 

On  my  return  I  met  with  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  who  was  the  bearer  of 
inteUigence  forwarded  by  Commander  Richards  of  the  safety  of  the  crew 
of  H.MS.  "  Investigator,"  and  that  the  vessel  was  ice-bound  in  a  part  of 
Banks  Land,  to  vt/^hich  Commander  M'Clure  had  given  the  name  of 
Baring  Island. 

Commander  Richards,  upon  meeting  with  the  officer  sent  by  Captain 
Kellett  by  arrangement  to  seek  for  my  despatches  at  the  appointed 
rendezvous,  learned  that  Commander  M'Clintock  was  on  the  same  route 
as  himself  in  the  Queen's  Channel.  As  there  was  little  use  expending 
further  labour  and  provision  where  one  had  already  gone,  he  very  wisely 
determined  on  passing  overland  to  the  "Resolute,"  and  obtaining  full 
particiilars,  as  w^ell  to  complete  on  his  return  the  search  of  the  Byam 
Martin  Channel  communication  Vv^ith  the  Polar  Sea,  which  it  was  intended 
that  the  officer  sent  for  despatches  should  complete.  He  however  came 
overland,  and  by  the  Liddon  Gulf. 

On  my  return  to  the  ship  on  the  22d  June,  I  found  the  ice  occasionally 
in  motion,  but  the  reports  of  open  water  and  anything  like  risk 'to  the 
vessel  quite  out  of  the  question. 

Every  exertion  was  immediately  made  to  get  the  stores  embarked,  the 
ship  ready  for  sea,  and  the  canal  for  our  exit  in  readiness  when  an  oppor- 
tunity might  offer  for  removing  easterly. 

On  the  6tli  July,  considering  that  Commander  Richards  and  party  might 
not  be  quite  in  a  condition  to  handle  a  heavy  whale  boat,  in  addition  to  one 
of  the  light  iceboats,  I  despatched  the  master  to  seek  him.  Fortunately 
hc  reached  just  at  the  instant  his  aid  was  opportune ;  and  our  canal  being 
ccyraplete  to  the  open  water  on  the  12th  J  uly,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of 
receiving  and  shaking  by  the  hand  at  its  mouth  my  worthy  second,  Com- 
mander Richards,  charged  with  the  duplicate  despatches,  which  I  have 
already  directed  (Jonnnandei"  Pullen  to  foi'ward  shoidd  any  unforeseen 
difficulty  })revent  the  ship  or  myself  from  reaching  Beeche}^  Island  this 
season,  or  before  the  1st  September,  before  which  date  I  shall  endeavour, 
if  unable  to  })ass  further  in  the  ship,  to  despatch  a  light  boat  or  two  with 
the  invalids  and  my  final  reports. 

On  the  Hth  July, as  by  my  previous  lcttcr,the  "  Assistance"  left  her  winter 
(|uarters,  leaving  behind  '■'■en.  ai.vlie^''  under  a  heavy  beacon  constructed  on 
Mount  Beaufort,  the  i-ations  as  per  inclosed  report. 
97  d!iyH  aWnt.  liicutcnant  Osborn  rejoined  at  midnight  amongst  the  ice  which  first 

blocked  us.     We  then  niovtid  forward,  reaching  the  enti-ance  of  Sir  R. 
Inglis  Jiay  on  the  17tli,  and  on  the  26th  another  opening  enabled  us  to  pass 
about  fiv(!  miles  to  thc^  east  ward  of  ('aj)e  I'echer. 
Ariivui  ofOtiimuMii.  )-  I'Mii.  ii.      J  had  sent  a,  boat  to  {examine  that  cnirn  \\)v  Jn,r/;lu"r  accounts  (as  intimated) 

from  Commander  Pullen,  and  "  to  bring  away  my  despatches  if  no  one 
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had  yet  taken  them."    About  noon  we  perceived,  as  we  passed  the  low         Proceedings  of 
point,  that  both  packages  (in  kegs)  were  dug  up,  and  nearly  at  the  same    Sir  Edward  Belcher,  c.b. 
time  discovered  a  boat  puUing  up  from  Dundas  Island  for  the  ship. 

Shortly  after  I  had  the  pleasure  of  congratulating  Commander  Pullen 
on  his  arrival  to  seek  these  despatches.  He  was  the  bearer  of  much 
additional  interesting  matter  relative  to  the  "  Investigator,"  a  few  of  whose 
officers  and  men  had  safely  reached  the  "  North  Star." 

Fully  aware  of  the  anxiety,  next  to  the  fate  of  "  Erebus  "  and  "  Terror," 
respecting  the  "  Investigator,"  and  the  "  North  Star  "  having  two  medical 
officers  as  well  as  ample  accommodation  for  the  crew  of  the  "  Investigator," 
I  directed  Commander  Pullen,  on  the  arrival  of  the  commander  and  crew, 
whom  I  trust  Captain  Kellett  will  forward  without  awaiting  the  chances  of 
his  own  extrication,  to  proceed  at  once  to  England  (waiting  until  the 
1st  September  for  invalids,  &c.,  and  further  despatches),  and  report  his 
arrival  to  their  Lordships'  Secretary. 

I  had  felt  so  confident  of  getting  to  Beechey  Island  either  in  the  ship  or 
in  one  of  the  boats,  to  superintend  the  movement,  that  I  had  almost 
detained  Commander  Pullen  for  this  easier  mode  of  travel.  But  after  the 
springs,  on  the  19th  or  20th  I  shall  give  up  all  hope  of  catching  him  with 
the  ship.  Still,  however,  I  trust  that  I  mav  be  so  much  nearer  that  I  may 
communicate  and  send  four  men  whose  lives  would  be  jeopardized  by 
another  winter. 

Our  detention  over  this  ground,  shifting  position  frequently,  has  enabled 
me  to  place  Dundas  and  Baillie  Hamilton  Islands  where  they  should  be,  as 
well  as  Cape  Becher  and  Cape  Majendie.  But  as  far  as  geography  or 
navigation  is  concerned,  I  am  not  inclined  to  suspect  that  any  human 
beings  will,  from  choice,  attempt  to  revisit  a  portion  of  the  earth's  surface 
so  utterly  barren  and  void  of  interest  in  animal,  vegetable,  or  mineral 
productions.  The  picture  which  Captain  Kellett  may  draw  of  Melville 
Island  would  be  a  paradise  to  this. 

Thus  far  I  had  written  on  the  17th  of  August,  when,  a  lane  opening  to 
the  northward,  I  immediately  took  advantage  of  it,  and  secured  a  fair 
berth  to  what  I  thought  would  insure  a  fair  "  lead,"  should  the  spring 
tides  of  the  18th  set  the  ice  in  motion. 

Our  position  was  now  becoming  critical.  I  had  only  one  safe  alternative 
known  to  me,  and  that  was  the  shelter  of  Sir  Robert  Inglis  Bay.  Failing 
in  that  I  must,  if  the  ice  did  not  yield  this  season,  winter  in  the  pack,  and 
make  my  mind  up  to  the  buffetting  which  befel  the  American  vessels,  or 
reach  the  inshore  floe  and  hold  on  all  we  had  gained. 

Our  present  prospect  of  the  season  last  year  at  this  date  left  little  hope 
of  release  to  many  minds  here.  I  thought  differently,  and  had  made  up 
my  mind  not  to  give  up  hope  of  escape  until  after  the  first  week  of  October, 
perhaps  later. 

The  selection  of  my  berth  was  fortunate.  Before  midnight,  the  wind 
having  chopped  to  the  eastward  and  barometer  falling  rapidly,  a  gale  was 
expected.  The  mercury  fell  to  29-37,  lower  than  we  have  before  expe- 
rienced it,  and  blew  a  strong  gale. 

The  entire  ice  was  in  rapid  motion  westerly,  our  water  rapidly  shoaling 
from  37  to  11  fathoms,  and  as  the  snow  storms  intermitted,  discovered  to 
us  the  close  neighbourhood  of  the  northern  heights  near  Cape  Majendie, 
into  the  bight  of  which  the  great  floe,  turning  in  azimuth,  was  wheeling  us 
with  unpleasant  rapidity. 

Our  only  chance  was  that  the  ice  might  carry  us  through  the  channel 
between  Cape  Beechey  and  Dundas  Island,  or  that  it  might  be  arrested 
before  reaching  it. 

Providentially  the  latter  suddenly  occurred,  the  ship  being  then  in  eight 
fathoms^  within  half  a  mile  of  a  low  spit  which  had  long  interested  me,  as 
promising  a  refuge  if  water  enough  could  be  found  behind  it  or  up  to  it. 

The  greater  danger  now  threatening  us  was,  that  the  impetus  of  arresting 
the  ice  to  leeward  would  bring  upon  us  the  weather  floe,  entailing  inevitable 
destruction  to  both  vessels,  although  our  preparations  for  preserving  the 
crew  were  probably  complete.  Another  providential  relief  again  occurred. 
The  weather  ice  was  arrested  by  a  low  point  to  windward ;  the  ship  became 
stationary,  weather  improved,  permitting  a  boat  to  sound  up  to  the  low 
It  C 
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Proceedings  of         point  alludcd  to,  whcrc  eleven  fatlionlH  were  foiiru]  ;  Hail  made  on  the 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  c.B.     yesscls,  and  in  a  fcw  minutes  both  vessels  were  within  100  yards  of  the 
low  point,  and  secured  to  the  land  ice  in  eleven  fathoms. 
PortEefuge.  To  this  magnificent  and  secure  harbour  I  have  given  tlie  name  of  "  Port 

Refuge."    Here,  if  necessary,  we  could  safely  and  satisfactorily  winter, 
more  securely  even  than  in  Northumberland  Sound. 

Our  escape  from  our  position  of  the  l6th  and  17th  now  appeared  even 
as  wonderful  as  our  late  delivery.  Had  the  vessels  remained  there  with  the 
channel  between  Dundas  and  Baillie  Hamilton  Islands  open,  our  fate  would 
probably  have  been  sealed — at  least  that  of  the  vessels.  All  open  water  in 
that  direction  had  been  sealed  up,  and  by  a  force  which  was  irresistible. 

Our  detention  here,  although  attended  by  great  anxiety,  was  one  to 
which  we  could  cheerfully  submit,  even  if  compelled  to  winter.  But  my 
excursions  along  the  coast  about  ten  miles  easterly  revealed  to  me  about 
fifteen  miles  open  water  up  to  Point  Hogarth,  and  southerly  from  thence  as 
far  as  the  eye  could  reach.  The  water,  however,  in  shore,  when  "  leads  " 
offered,  did  not  admit  of  our  passing. 

Hope  had,  I  believe,  deserted  most  of  our  crew,  and  they  had  made  up 
their  minds  fully  to  winter  here. 

Thus  far  had  we  dissipated  the  month  of  August.  I  felt  as  the  bay  ice 
now  began  to  present  a  very  formidable  barrier  to  our  escape,  that  with 
certain  open  patches  which  I  had  noticed,  unless  1  n  ade  up  my  mind  to 
winter  so  distant  from  Beechey  Island,  that  a  great  effort  must  be  made  to 
take  the  outer  ice  at  once.  I  instantly  decided  on  active  measures,  cut  and 
blasted  out  in  four  hours,  and  shortly  after  noon  on  the  31st  August,  after 
very  laborious  work,  the  "  Pioneer"  was  towing  the  ship  slowly  through  the 
lanes  which  occasionally  offered  close  along  the  land. 

We  effected  about  3  miles  before  10  p.m.  and  hung  on  for  the  night  for 
change  of  current  or  tide.  It  ran  15  hours  to  the  westward,  changing  at 
3  A.M.  on  the  1st  September,  when  I  ordered  the  ship  to  be  made  fast  to 
the  best  "tug  floe,"  and  to  be  drifted  with  it  until  the  ice  again  eased. 

About  8  A.M.  on  the  ]  st  the  "  Pioneer"  again  took  us  in  tow ;  by  noon  I 
saw  enough  to  satisfy  me  that  I  should  be  free  for  all  canvas,  and  shortly 
after  noon  both  vessels  were  again  nearly  untrammelled  on  their  proper 
element  under  all  sail. 

Our  prospects  were  indeed  so  flattering  with  a  speed  of  seven  knots, 
having  cast  off  "Pioneer,"  that  we  were  calculating  on  the  moment  of  arrival 
at  Beechey  Island,  just  in  time  to  save  the  "  North  Star"  from  departure 
with  our  despatches. 

At  8  our  hopes  were  cut  short  by  the  ice  closing  on  C.  Osborn,  and 
at  9-30  we  were  secured  in  17  fathoms  about  three  miles  off  shore  ;  but 
before  "  Pioneer"  could  reach  our  comfortable  position,  nearly  a  mile  of  ice 
filled  in  between  us,  depriving  us  of  the  advantage  of  her  power  should 
the  water  suddenly  offer  us  escape. 

This  brings  me  to  remark  that  the  utmost  power  should  in  this  service 
be  available  if  required.  The  diminished  power  is  at  command,  and  the 
requisite  consumption  of  fuel  readily  adapted ;  but  I  feel  satisfied  that  on 
several  occasions  this  ship  would  have  made  much  more  satisfactory 
progress  on  the  double  consumption  of  fuel,  and  eventually  have  saved 
considerably.  Indeed  it  is  the  opinion,  I  believe,  of  all  that  the  increased 
power  would  probably,  at  a  saving  of  20  tons,  have  placed  both  vessels 
'    at  this  moment  securely  at  Beechey  Island. 

Om-  movements,  until  the  "  Pioneer "  can  effect  a  junction,  must  be 
reduced  to  the  tardy  operation  of  warping  as  leads  offer. 

On  the  4th,  I  despatched  one  watch  with  a  Lieutenant  to  aid  "  Pioneer," 
and  with  the  other,  Wiu-pcd  a  considerable  distance  towards  Cape  Osborn, 
until  I  reached  -a  line  of  very  heavy  masses  of  groimdcd  glacier  ice, 
(probably  detached  from  C.  Osborn),  in  seven  fathoms,  and  within  which  I 
had  at  first  intended  to  seek  security. 
»  Whilst  we  were  (uigagcd  in  warping  along  them,  elevated  about  25  feet 

above  water,  th(i  ice  quarter-master,  from  the  crow's  nest,  reported: 
"  something  like  a  coal  bag  mjule  fast  by  a  line  to  one  of  the  in-shore 
blocks  o(  ice,  and  an  unilbi'ni  cap  near  it."  Our  better  glasses  on  deck 
soon  detected  tlie  black  mass  to  be  one  of  Halkett's  Indian  rubber  boats, 
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and  Mr.  Grove,  mate,  was  immediately  dispatched  with  the  dingey,  which         Proceedings  of 
was  hauled  over  a  narrow  neck,  to  investigate  the  matter.  Edward  Beicher,  c.b. 

The  object  proved  to  be  one  of  Halkett's  boats,  the  bellows  of  which, 
lying  on  the  ice,  was  mistaken  for  a  cap.  A  tin  case  containing  a  chart,  a 
tin  pot,  part  of  a  tin  cylinder  of  Fortnum  and  Mason's  glaze,  lint,  adhe- 
sive plaster,  a  box  of  salve,  a  hank  of  new  log-line,  evidences  of  a  human 
being  having  sojourned  there,  and  by  the  book  of  time  azimuths,  between  Vestiges  of  the  melancholy 
the  leaves  of  which  were  found  two  prayers,  one  in  print,  the  other  in  the  F5Lfh^Nrvy.^^"°*' ''^^^^ 
handwriting  of  Commander  PuUen,  the  chart  also  being  his  "  Arctic 
Admiralty  Chart,"  no  doubt  remained  as  to  whom  the  case  referred.  But 
further,  no  clue  has  been  obtained  along  the  coast  line,  or  up  to  Cape 
Osborn,  subsequently  examined  by  Mr.  Grove.  The  opinion  to  be  formed  I 
must  leave  to  be  decided  by  the  officer  who  will  be  despatched  with  this 
to  Beechey  Island,  so  soon  as  the  Aveather  permits  of  such  a  measure  with 
security. 

The  ship  is  now  fast  to  heavy  ice  grounded  in  six  fathoms,  within  100  yards 
of  the  shore,  safe  I  cannot  say;  indeed  no  vessel  can  be  safe,  bound  to  make 
her  escape  at  all  hazards  this,  or  any  ensuing  year,  from  the  difficulties 
which  must  be  encountered  in  a  length  of  coastline  of  nearly  100  miles. 

At  present,  and  so  long  as  the  ice  holds  together,  both  vessels  are  safe, 
and  if  an  easterly  gale  should  succeed  that  which  has  lately  pressed  us  in 
from  the  west,  it  is  probable  that  a  much  nearer  advance  may  be  effected 
towards  Beechey  Island.  But  as  we  advance  from  hence,  dangers  rather 
increase  than  diminish,  and  our  only  remedy,  if  it  should  offer,  must  be  to 
seek  an  off-shore  berth  in  the  pack,  and  trust  to  its  drift  down  Wellington 
Channel ;  for  the  tides  have  not,  for  some  time  past,  been  sufficiently 
active  to  afford  any  hope  from  their  influence. 

On  the  other  hand,  should  winter  seal  us  here,  I  feel  well  satisfied,  pro- 
vided no  further  disruption  of  the  ice  occurs,  that  we  are  again  almost 
providentially  cared  for  by  the  advantages  we  possess.  Our  preservation, 
freedom  from  sickness,  accident,  or  other  depressing  cause,  our  general 
success  up  to  this  moment,  are  matters  deeply  impressed  on  the  minds  of 
all.  We  cannot  but  feel,  even  if  disaster  should  now  eventually  befall  our 
vessels,  that  we  have  much  to  feel  grateful  for ;  and  that  should  the 
elements  or  the  will  of  God  place  our  vessels  on  the  land  at  any  moment, 
that  the  means  of  security  for  our  lives  at  present,  in  this  position,  is 
within  our  reach. 

Jf  Commander  Pullen,  or  any  of  his  parties,  should  have  moved 
northerly  in  the  hope  of  falling  in  with  me,  and  have  passed,  unnoticed, 
during  our  rapid  progress  down  here,  I  have  deposited  ten  days'  provisions 
(in  security,  two  iron-bound  casks,)  for  eight  men,  for  their  relief  on  the 
shore  abreast  of  us. 

The  tracings  of  our  discoveries,  and  other  documents,  will  be  forwarded 
by  this  conveyance  to  Beechey  Island,  where  I  trust  Captain  Kellett  will 
have  reached  before  this.  If  the  "  North  Star"  should  have  quitted  with 
the  officers  and  crew  of  the  "  Investigator,"  and  no  vessel  left,  which  I 
cannot  well  understand,  the  intent  of  my  orders  being,  that  he  was  not  to 
quit  unless  relieved  by  the  "  Intrepid,"  then  the  despatches,  &c.  will  be 
deposited  in  the  house  constructed  there,  and  we  must  trust  to  relief 
next  summer  from  England,  should  we  still  remain  sealed  here. 

If  I  should  be  reduced  to  the  necessity  of  wintering  here,  I  shall  remove 
all  documents  and  valuable  stores  to  Beechey  Island  in  the  spring, 
establishing  at  secure  intervals  convenient  posts  for  deserting  the  ship 
should  orders  from  their  Lordships  or  necessity  render  such  a  deplorable 
termination  of  the  voyage  imperative. 

As  such  a  step  can  only  be  anticipated  as  a  final  measure,  it  must,  of 
necessity,  be  deferred  until  all  hope  is  at  an  end,  and  the  next  season  leaves 
me  no  alternative.  But  before  that  period  arrives,  I  feel  satisfied  that  such 
information  will  have  reached  their  Lordships  as  will  prevent  such  a  decisive 
step  emanating  from  me.  It  is  true  that  verbal  communication  left  me 
without  doubt  as  to  the  intentions  of  their  Lordships,  but  I  have  no 
decided  "  orders."  On  the  other  hand,  should  accident  have  befallen 
Commander  Pullen,  I  have  enclosed  duplicates  or  rather  triplicates  of  the 
despatches  entrusted  to  him,  and  of  course  "  North  Star "  wiU  still  be 
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Proceedings  of  i'ound  at  Bccchcy  Island ;  but  I  sincere]  y  trust  that  no  misfortune  has  occured. 
SirEdwardBeicher.c.B.     rpj^^  cntrustcd  with  this  dcsputch  ( Licutcnant  Osborn,  for  1  cannot 

spare  any  officer  from  this  ship)  has  been  instructed  to  complete  any  infor- 
mation upon  the  above  most  exciting-  subject,  and  any  further  matter  that 
may  interest  their  I^ordships  and  the  country  under  the  r  ircuinstances. 
Should  the  "  Resolute  "  fail  in  reaching  the  depot,  or  what  I  still  more  fear, 
should  Captain  Kellett  have  yielded  to  the  wish  of  Commander  M'Clure,  in 
staying  by  his  ship  for  another  season,  against  every  prospect  of  release,  (and 
if  anything  could  have  been  effected  the  last  season  alone  could  warrant 
hope  of  success,)  then  I  fear  that  a  most  distressing  difficulty  will  be  added. 

The  severity  of  last  winter,  the  extraordinary  thickness  of  the  ice  which 
we  have  encountered  this  (in  many  instances  12  to  18  feet  in  thickness), 
leads  me  to  imagine  that  the  escape  from  Barrow's  Strait  will  be  very 
difficult.  But  upon  all  these  matters  the  final  report  of  Lieutenant  Osborn 
will  convey  decisive  grounds  for  action,  should  opportunity  still  remain  for 
communicating  with  England  by  the  arrival  of  the  "  Intrepid." 

I  have  delayed  the  departure  of  Lieutenant  Osborn,  in  order  that  he 
may  be  the  bearer  of  the  entire  proceedings  up  to  the  latest  moment  which 
may  be  important — the  tracings  of  the  lines  of  search. 

It  is  needless  almost  for  me  to  add  that  the  primary  object  of  our 
expedition  has  proved  unsuccessful.  But  I  trust  that  the  safety  of  the 
"  Investigator's  "  crew,  and  I  sincerely  hope  that  the  measures  adopted  by 
Captain  Kellett  may,  if  Captain  Collinson  did  advance,  add  that  also  of 
the  "  Enterprize,"  may  furnish  proof  that  our  mission  has  not  been  in  vain. 

I  must  apologize  for  the  hurried  state  in  which  all  my  documents  must 
appear,  but  I  have  simply  the  excuse  to  offer  that  I  have  laboured  heavily 
to  effect  even  the  little  that  does  appear,  and  that  I  cannot  well  load  the 
sledge  boat,  the  "  Hamilton,"  with  the  weight  of  valuable  documents  which 
are  on  board,  and  cannot  be  copied  in  time. 

Trusting  that  their  Lordships  M'ill  feel  satisfied  that  we  have  as  yet  done 
our  duty,  and  feeling  well  satisfied  that  I  have  those  around  me  who  will 
not  be  wanting  when  further  need  demands  their  exertions. 

Three  miles  N.E.  of  Cape  I  have,  &c. 

Osborn,  500  yards  from  Edward  Belcher, 

shore,  6  fathoms.  Captain  commanding  Arctic  Squadron. 

10th  September  1853. 


No.  2. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B,,  to  Mr.  Harwood,  Chief,  and  Mr. "Webb,  Second 
Engineer,  H.M.  Steam  Tender  "  Pioneer." 

In  transmitting  to  the  Admiralty  the  magnetic  documents,  I  shall  have 
the  pleasing  duty  of  expressing  to  their  Lordships  the  volunteer  of  yourself 
and  Mr.  Webb  to  share  in  the  duties  attendant  on  the  observations  con- 
nected with  the  magnetometers,  and  my  own  approbation  of  the  complete 
devotion  which  you  both  evinced  up  to  the  latest  moment. 

Whatever  weight  others  may  attach  to  their  travelling  duties,  I  can 
assure  you  that  I  fully  appreciate  the  duty  which  you  have  so  well 
performed. 

Given  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Assistance,"  this  21st  August  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain. 


No.  3. 

Mr.  G.  II.  RrcHARDS  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

II.M.S.  "  Assistance,"  Wellington  Channel, 
Sir,  4th  May  1854. 

1  HAvi-,  the  honour  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  here  on  yesterday 
the  3rd  iiist.,  with  the  sledges,  "  Sir  Edward,"  "  Success,"  and  "  Reward," 
and  to  lay  before  you  an  account  of  my  proceedings  since  I  have  been 
(Ictaclicd  from  you,  the  22nd  l^'cbruary. 

My  letters  from  the  "  North  Star  "  in  March  will  have  apprized  you  of 
the  movements  of  the  division  u])  to  that  time  and  of  its  departure  (seven 
sledges  in  all)  on  the  iGth  of  that  month. 
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Shortly  after  leaving  Beechey  Island  we  got  among  heavy  pack,  which         Proceedings  of 
entirely  disabled  the  three  sledges  of  the  "North  Star,"  and  obliged    S'^ Edward Bekher, c.b. 
Commander  Pullen  to  retm^n  with  them  to  his  vessel  for  repairs,  the 
remainder  of  the  division  moving  on. 

Our  sledges  were  more  or  less  damaged  by  the  heavy  ice  on  this  and  the 
following  day ;  but  we  were  enabled  to  make  them  good  on  the  floe. 

On  the  21st  of  March,  when  10  miles  east  of  Cape  Hotham,  we  fell  in 
with  a  sledge  belonging  to  H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  under  Mr.  Court,  acting 
master  of  "  Investigator." 

My  letter  to  yon  by  him,  as  Avell  as  that  by  Lieutenant  Cheyne  from 
Assistance  Bay,  will  have  put  you  in  possession  of  the  measures  which  I 
thought  it  necessary  to  adopt  on  learning  the  position  of  the  "  Resolute  " 
and  "  Intrepid,"  (viz.)  28  miles  S.W.  of  Cape  Cockburn,  with  the  crew  of 
the  "  Investigator  "  on  board.  Lightening  my  own  sledge  at  Cape  Hotham 
of  everything  I  could  possibly  spare,  and  reducing  my  provisions  to  28 
days,  I  determined  to  proceed  with  all  dispatch  to  Captain  Kellett. 
From  the  22nd  till  the  29th  of  March  we  experienced  a  succession  of 
gales  from  W.N.W.,  with  very  severe  weather ;  and  although  no  day 
elapsed  that  we  did  not  travel,  yet  our  progress  was  very  slow  and  tedious, 
and  my  people  suffered  considerably  from  exposure.  I  consider,  however, 
that  travelling  under  the  most  unfavourable  circumstances  (where  it  is 
possible)  to  be  less  objectionable  than  lying  in  a  tent  with  a  temperature 
below  30  minus. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  we  passed  one  mile  south  of  Browne 
Island,  and  steered  across  M'Dougall  Bay,  the  weather  very  thick. 

On  the  1st  of  April  we  found  ourselves  two  miles  westward  of  Moore 
Island,  and  on  the  following  morning  struck  off  for  the  "  Resolute's " 
position. 

We  shortlyji  got  into  a  close  and  heavy  pack  through  which  we  worked 
(occasionally  getting  on  a  smooth  floe  piece  of  small  extent)  until  the 
5th  of  April,  when  we  saw  the  "  Resolute  "  and  "  Intrepid,"  8  or  10  miles 
distant. 

On  the  6th  at  noon  I  arrived  on  board  the  "  Resolute,"  and  delivered  to 
Captain  Kellett  your  despatches,  as  well  as  the  mails  from  England  by  the 
"  Phoenix." 

On  the  11th,  Lieutenant  Hamilton  arrived  with  the  dog  sledge  from  the 
"  Assistance ; "  and  I  received  instructions  from  you  for  my  further 
guidance. 

On  the  morning  of  the  12th,  I  received  orders  from  Captain  Kellett  to 
proceed  on  my  return  as  soon  as  the  weather  (then  blowing  a  gale  from 
S.E.)  should  moderate. 

On  the  13th  at  1  p.m.  I  left  the  "Resolute,"  Commander  M'Clintock 
starting  at  the  same  time  in  the  dog  sledge.  I  soon  lost  sight,  of  him,  and 
steering  a  course  direct  for  Cape  Cockburn,  avoided  the  heavy  pack  we 
had  crossed  on  our  outward  route. 

On  the  15th  at  noon  we  arrived  at  Cape  Cockburn,  and  steered  easterly 
over  the  low  land. 

At  Moore  Island  and  Point  Prayers  I  left  records  and  instructions  for 
passing  sledges,  and  on  the  23rd  arrived  at  Assistance  Bay,  where  I  remained 
until  midnight,  examining  and  securing  the  depot. 

On  the  24th  I  met  Commander  M'Clintock  with  the  dog  sledge 
returning  to  "  Resolute."  On  the  25th,  leaving  my  sledge  to  follow,  I 
walked  to  Beechey  Island,  arriving  on  board  the  "  North  Star  "  at  9  P-na. 
My  sledge  and  the  "  Success"  arrived  on  the  26th,  and  Commander  M'Clure, 
with  the  last  of  the  "  Investigator's  "  people,  came  in  on  the  following  day. 

I  found  at  the  "  North  Star,"  the  "  Dauntless,"  "  Reward,"  and  "  John 
Barrow ".  belonging  to  the  "  Assistance,"  they  having  arrived  on  the  day 
previous  from  Assistance  Bay. 

The  "  Dauntless,"  Mr.  Grove,  and  the  "  John  Barrow,"  Mr.  Pym, 
I  despatched  on  the  26th  with  empty  casks  to  secure  the  depot  on  the 
point  of  that  bay  now  completed  to  2,170  rations,  exclusive  of  those 
deposited  by  Captain  Kellett,  amounting  to  over  600.  Lieutenant  Cheyne 
I  instructed  to  proceed  to  the  "  Resolute,"  with  a  sledge  and  crew  from  the 
"  North  Star,  and  they  left  in  company. 
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Proceedings  of  The  disposition  of  the  sledffe  force  is  now  as  follows : — 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  CU.      /£  o-    t7>  i        i  -i 

"  Sir  Ldward 

"  Success "       ^arrived  on  board  "  Assistance  "  on  the  3rd  of  May. 
"Reward"  J 

"  Reliance,"  Lieutenant  May,  arrived  at  Becchey  Island  on  the  29th  of  April. 
"  Dauntless,"  Mr.  Grove,  "1  en  route  to  Assistance  Bay  and  to  return 
"  John  Barrow,"  Mr.  Pym,    J    -to  "  North  Star." 

"  Owen,"  of  "  North  Star,"  Lieutenant  (Jheyne,  left  Beechey  Island  for 

"  Resolute"  on  26th  April. 
"  Steadfast,"  of  "  North  Star,"  Mr.  Shellabeer,  left  Beechey  Island  for 

"  Resolute  "  on  22nd  April. 
"Cardigan,"  of  "North  Star,"  Mr.  Jenkins,  left  Beechey  Island  for 
"  Resolute"  on  28th  April. 
A  sledge  with  mixed  crew  from  "  North  Star "  and  "  Resolute," 
Lieutenant  Pim,  left  Beechey  Island  on  28th  April  to  take  station  at 
Cape  Hotham.  There  are  thus  three  sledges  on  their  way  to  the 
"  Resolute." 

I  have  directed  Lieutenant  May,  on  the  arrival  of  the  "  Dauntless  "  and 
"John  Barrow,"  which  will  be  about  the  6th  inst.,  to 'proceed  up  the 
Welhngton  Channel  in  the  execution  of  your  orders,  placing  the  tents  on 
the  way.  Commander  PuUen's  tent  will  be  placed  in  the  position  directed 
before  the  10th ;  and  I  have  already  established  that  of  the  "  Success  "  a 
day's  march  from  this  ship.  I  beg  to  enclose  yoa  a  track  chart  of  my 
journey,  as  well  as  a  list  of  the  temperatures,  and  shall  lay  before  you  at  an 
early  date  copies  of  all  orders  which  I  have  received  from  Capt.  Kellett,  and 
of  those  which  I  have  issued  to  the  officers  of  the  division  late  under  my 
command,  as  well  as  those  connected  with  the  service  at  Beechey  Island. 

I  trust  you  will  allow  me  to  express  my  perfect  satisfaction  at  the 
conduct  of  the  officers  and  crews  of  the  sledges  while  acting  with  me,  and 
of  my  own  particular  party  during  their  entire  absence  from  the  ship  of 
70  days.  The  casualties  among  the  v/hole  of  our  people,  though  exposed 
to  intense  cold  and  very  severe  weather,  have  been  comparatively  few  and 
unimportant ;  and  I  feel  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  great 
care  exhibited  by  the  officers  in  general  to  the  comfort  and  safety  of 
their  people. 

I  have,  &c. 

G.  H.  Richards,  Commander, 
Late  commanding  western  division  of  Sledges. 


No.  4. 

ftir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  Captain  commanding  Expedition,  to 
W.  J.  S.  PuLLEN,  Commander,  "  North  Star." 

Memo. 

The  stores,  clothing,  &c.,  supplied  to  the  "North  Star"  and  other  vessels 
under  my  orders  having  been  estimated  for  the  service  on  which  they  were 
employed,  it  is  my  most  positive  direction  that  no  officer  under  my  command 
interfere  with  or  order  the  issue  of  any  of  the  additional  stores,  or  warm 
clothing,  forwarded  by  H.M.S.  "  Phoenix"  without  my  special  sanction. 

They  are  not  supplied  for  the  use  of  these  vessels,  but  to  meet  the 
distress  of  those  who  may  stand  in  much  greater  need. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.S.  "Assistance"  this  11th  day 
of  October  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher, 

Captain  commanding  Expedition. 


No.  5. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  commanding  Arctic  Squadron,  to 
C!()mmander  Pollen,  H.M.S.  "  North  Star." 
^|'''j';ct».  IIavin(}  already  furnished  you  with  a  copy  of  my  letter  to  Captain 

Kellett,  you  will  be  guided  essentially  by  its  spirit  in  carrying  out  these 
instructions. 


(    23  ) 

2.  The  difference  of  climate  between  Northumberland  vSound  and  Beechey    ^.^  Edw^Trd  b'°^^ 

Island  last  spring  was  so  great  that  I  was  surprised  at  finding  you  had  ^^"^  ecer,  c.b. 

preceded  my  party  at  Cape  Beecher  on  the  10th  April  (nearly  one  month).  General  remarks. 

It  will  therefore  be  impossible  for  me  to  assign  any  date  for  your  first  effort  temperature. 

in  advancing  your  depots  across  this  channel.    This  duty,  therefore,  I  must  Time  of  starting  leftto  judg- 

leave  entirely  to  your  judgment,  premising  that  I  do  not  see  that  any  good  i«e"t  of  Commander  PuUen. 

can  result  to  either  party  by  undue  exposure.    Your  men  will  have  a  long 

journey  to  accomplish  in  the  spring,  and  they  should  be  particularly 

exempted  from  any  of  the  heavier  labour  of  pushing  over  depots.  Captain 

Kellett  has  deposited  7  days  for  90  men  on  the  east  pointof  Assistance  Bay. 

4.  It  becomes  a  matter  of  very  serious  consideration,  if  the  "  Intrepid"  Where  is  "  intrepid  ? " 
started  with  the  crew  of  "  Investigator,"  further  increased  by  those  Cap- 
tain Kellett  intended  sending  from  his  ship,  reducing  his  complement  to  38, 

where  she  may  be,  and  what  sustenance  she  can  have  for  such  numbers. 

5.  Bearing  this  in  mind  you  will  narrowly  watch  the  ice  in  the  channel  Examine,  if  possible,  depot  at 
on  your  return  to  the  "  North  Star,"  and  if  you  should  deem  it  practicable  ^^^'^tance  Bay. 

by  aid  of  a  light  boat  to  cross  the  channel  and  ascertain  if  any  have  reached 
the  above  depot,  you  would  of  course  conduct  them  to  the  "  North  Star." 
Such  an  event  would  of  course  be  made  known  to  me,  and  would  call  for 
much  earlier  movements  than  would  under  present  uncertainty  be  at  all 
warranted. 

6.  At  Cape  Hotham  I  find  that  Captain  Kellett  left  a  boat  complete,  Boat  at  Cape  Hotham, 
and  2  casks  of  good  bread.    If  any  party  should  be  advancing  by  land,  or 

leave  "  Intrepid"  to  make  their  way  to  "  North  Star,"  they  would  undoubtedly 
seek  this  boat  in  order  to  secure  their  retreat,  and  I  still  think  it  probable 
that  they  may  reach  "North  Star"  by  the  period  of  yoiir return. 

7.  Should  your  track  lead  you  up  to  Cape  Hotham,  examine  the  condition 
of  this  boat,  and  report  her  requirements. 

8.  I  now  commence  on  the  line  of  points  which  you  will,  at  all  events, 
indicate  by  flags  to  those  following  up  your  track.  You  are  not  to  be 
delayed  in  your  advance  ;  but  those  following  will  be  instructed  to  examine 
more  intimately  the  localities  so  marked  by  you,  and  to  select  for  their 
caches  such  positions  as  may  serve  double  purposes,  as  position  for  "Resolute" 
or  Tender  as  well  as  depot.  But  to  an  observant  traveller  the  features  almost 
of  the  land  he  passes  indicate  with  almost  unerring  precision  what  to  other 

minds  can  only  result  from  laborious  inquiry.     You  will  preserve  as  direct  Line  from  Cape  Hotham  to 
a  course  towards  Cape  Capel,  on  the  western  side  of  Macdougall  Bay,  as  ^^p®  '-'^p^^- 
you  conveniently  can,  making  your  resting  places,  if  possible,  serve  the 
purpose  at  3  days  marches  for  the  depots. 

9.  But  your  particular  attention,  or  that  to  which  I  wish  you  to  direct  Selection  of  position  for 
the  officer  following  up  your  track,  must  be  to  some  secure  position  where    ^^'^^^^  Depot. 

the  "  Resolute"  or  "  Intrepid"  may  be  conveniently  placed  as  "  Midway 
Depot,"  between  Melville  and  Beechey  Island. 

10.  The  chart  appears  to  favour  that  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Capel.  On  Cape  Capei  examine  narrowly, 
this  doubtless  Captain  Kellett  has  already  formed  his  own  opinion,  and  he 

has  with  him  Mr.  Macdougall  who  originally,  I  believe,  furnished  the 
materials  for  the  chart. 

11.  But  I  am  not  aware  that  either  he  or  any  other  person  took  the  Must  be  satisfactorily  sounded, 
precaution  of  testing  the  bottom,  or  if  there  was  sufficient  water  and  security 

combined  for  a  vessel  of  the  "  Resolute's"  draught. 

12.  The  officers  entrusted  with  this  duty  must  be  provided  with  hand  Leads,  lines,  gouges,  flags,  &c. 
leads  and  sounding  lines,  and  also  a  light  gouge,  such  as  we  are  in  the  habit 

of  using  for  blasting,  to  enable  them  to  bore  the  ice.  Particular  fiags  should 

be  established  to  denote  the  examined  and  eligible  spots  in  contradistinction 

to  those  for  mere  provision  depots.  The  loss  of  one  hour  we  painfully  know 

may  prove  total  failure  in  the  extrication  of  a  ship  for  that  year,  or  under  Paper  for  notices  and  tin 

the  same  principle  securing  for  her  safe  winter  quarters  without  a  crew.^  cylinders. 

In  order  to  obviate  any  excuses  amongst  the  subordinates  of  want  of  paper, 

materials  for  writing,  &c.,  you  will  cause  your  clerk,  if  you  have  not  time  to 

print,  to  rule  out  a  certain  formula,  which  is  to  be  duly  filled  up  and  carefully 

covered  with  other  paper  before  insertion  in  the  cylinder. 


*  13. 
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Proceedings  of 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 


Provision  for  depot  in  casks. 


Bread  to  he  previously  re- 
haked  ;  no  dust  and  full 
■weight. 


Bacon,  half.  Pork,  half. 


Fat  for  fuel  taken  on  charge. 

Master  of  "  North  Star "  to 
have  a  copy  of  these  instruc- 
tions for  his  guidance. 


Tents. 

Sledges  for  invalids. 
Signals, 


To  forward  parties  as  they 
arrive,  and  not  wait  for  those 
following. 

Officer  appointed  to  reside  and 
command  at  Cape  Hotham. 


It  will  bo  well  to  lash  the  cylinder  to  the  staff.  The  flag  may  be  torn 
down  by  bears,  but  1  have  never  failed  to  recover  the  cylinder.  If  the  pre- 
caution be  taken  of  carrying  a  small  supply  of  tarred  duck  to  place  round 
the  joint  of  the  top  the  bears  will  not  taste  it.  They  even  dislike  tarred 
yarns. 

14.  All  provisions  intended  for  depot  should  be  stowed  in  small  casks, 
and  they  should  have  their  heads  taken  out  this  autumn,  be  well  charred 
within,  and  immediately  before  packing. 

15.  Bread  should  be  baked  two  days  before  it  is  packed,  and  as  this  is  of 
the  utmost  value  to  the  hungry  traveller,  I  must  impress  upon  you  that  the 
weight  should  be  of  dry  bread,  and  whole,  not  dust,  rather  in  excess  than 
short. 

The  grumble  of  a  disappointed  stomach  is  grievous  to  witness.  The 
bacon  is  too  fat  to  be  used  alone.  Boil  half  the  quantity  of  lean  pork,  and 
add  it  to  the  half  proportion  of  bacon  ;  the  fat  of  both  reduced  by  boiling 
must  be  accounted  for  by  the  clerk  in  charge  as  fuel  for  travelling. 

17.  These  instructions  must  be  fully  impressed  on  the  officer  left  by 
you  in  command,  and  will  be  rigidly  carried  out,  either  by  Commander 
Richards  or  myself,  when  we  reach  "  North  Star,"  You  have  therefore 
principally  to  look  to  the  immediate  preparation  of  your  own  sledge  and 
that  of  the  officers  who  may  have  to  accompanj;-  you  up  to  Cape  Capel  or 
Cape  Cockburn,  as  you  may  deem  requisite. 

18.  The  duration  of  your  absence  will  guide  me  materially  in  my 
arrangements.  But  it  is  not  at  all  improbable  that  fixed  tents  may  be 
established  for  invalids,  and  thus  relieve  the  sledges  of  their  weight. 

19.  Sledges  for  invalids  may  also,  if  other  duties  permit,  be  expressly 
prepared,  and  left  at  the  nearest  depots  to  Cape  Capel. 

20.  Established  signals  may  be  made  during  the  early  part  of  the  spring, 
when  darkness  will  lend  its  aid.  But  no  distant  signal  at  a  greater  distance 
than  seven  miles  is  available  by  day. 

21.  The  events  of  the  last  season,  and  the  experience  of  Ross  and  Austin 
point  out  how  very  uncertain  the  movements  of  the  ice  are  in  the  mouth  of 
Wellington  Channel. 

You  will  therefore  consider  it  as  the  prominent  feature  in  all  your  operations 
that  no  uncertainty  shall  exist. 

•22.  That  you  forward  immediately  every  party  that  reaches,  or  pass 
them  on,  with  the  charge  "  to  lose  no  time  in  gaining  Cape  Hotham." 

23.  There  it  will  be  my  duty  to  place  some  reliable  officer  to  superintend 
the  crossing  of  the  Wellington  Channel,  and  you  will  not  fail  to  bear  in 
mind  that  when  it  may  be  closed  below  our  present  position,  that  it  may  to 
a  comparatively  late  period  be  safely  crossed  and  relief  obtained  by  a  slightly 
prolonged  journey  to  the  "  Assistance."  As  this  will  not  probably  occur 
before  June,  I  think  that  we  shall  be  prepared  before  that  period. 

24.  Captain  Kellett's  letter  mentions  early  in  April  as  his  time  for 
reaching  Cape  Cockburn  ;  but  if  you  should  gain  no  direct  tidings  of  him, 
and  further,  if  the  intelligence  which  you  do  receive  does  not  appear  to  you 
such  as  will  satisfy  the  importance  of  the  mission  entrusted  to  you,  you 
will,  if  duly  provisioned,  push  on  to  Melville  Island  and  deliver  my  despatch 
to  Captain  Kcllett,  returning  with  all  possible  dispatch  with  the  fullest 
information. 

25.  I  have  endeavoured  to  be  very  precise  on  every  matter  which  might 
seem  to  call  for  decision. 

26.  I  must  leave  the  remainder  to  your  intelligence  and  zeal,  and  now 
commit  you  to  tlie  cai-e  of  that  overruling  Providence  to  whom  submission 
is  due. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Assistance,"  off  Cape  Osborn, 
this  Kith  da,y  of  October  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher, 

Captain  commanding  Expedition. 
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No.  6.  Proceedings  of 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Proceedings  to  March  1854,  off  Cape  Osborn.  — 

H.M.S.  "  Assistance,"  10  miles  N.N.E.  of  Cape  Osborn, 
Sir,  Latitude  75°  32',  January  1854. 

My  last  communication  of  the  1 0th  September  was  despatched  to  and  Subjects, 
reached  H.M.S.  "  North  Star,"  and  on  the  22nd  I  received  their  Lordships' 
communication  (printed)  of  the  11th  May  1853,  together  with  copies  of 
orders  to  the  respective  officers  in  command  of  vessels  connected  with  the 
Arctic  search,  &c. 

At  that  period,  from  the  frequency  of  open  water,  I  had  not  given  up  the 
hope  of  wintering  in  Union  Bay,  on  the  north  side  of  Beechey  Island ;  but 
the  extraordinary  stoppage  of  Lancaster  Sound  and  Barrow  Strait,  as 
reported  by  Commander  Pullen,  completely  frustrated  my  intention  of 
moving  from  this  very  exposed  position. 

Commander  Osborn  having  produced  to  me  two  letters  addressed  to  him  Commander  Osborn. 
from  the  Secretaiy  of  the  Admiralty,  informing  him  of  his  promotion,  I 
have  given  him  the  customary  order  to  do  duty  as  additional  commander  of 
this  ship,  as  I  perceive  his  name  so  inserted  in  the  Official  Navy  List,  a 
step  which  I  trust  is  in  accordance  vvnth  the  intention  of  their  Lordships. 

These  matters  disposed  of,  I  trust  that  I  shall  further  meet  their  Lord- 
ships' wishes  by  the  continuance  of  my  general  proceedings  since  my 
last. 

The  accounts  of  the  ice  below  rendered  any  movement  from  hence 
impossible  until  a  huge  floe  of  12  leet  in  average  thickness,  and  nearly  half 
a  mile  in  breadth,  was  by  its  release  suffered  to  move  off.  The  winter  was 
fast  setting  in,  we  were  all  firmly  frozen  in  9-inch  ice,  and  I  had  commenced 
my  new  scheme  of  fitting,  hereafter  explained,  for  the  more  certain  comfort 
of  my  crew,  as  well  as  that  more  essential  condition,  health.  But  until 
winter  had  undoubtedly  sealed  us  I  could  not  consent  to  the  final  covering 
1  contemplated. 

Repose  until  the  end  of  September  had  nearly  lulled  us  into  security. 
The  second  master  of  the  "North  Star"  (Mr.  Krabbe)  had  arrived  with 
parcels  left  behind,  and  intimation  that  Commander  Pullen  would  shortly 
come  for  final  orders.  Mr.  Ricards,  assistant  surgeon,  returned  with  him  to 
fill  the  vacanc}''  of  Mr.  M'Cormick  ;  Mr.  Chejnie  for  tidal  duty  at  Beechey 
Island,  and  our  return  sledge  would  bring  back  Mr.  Jones,  assistant  surgeon, 
to  his  proper  ship. 

Scarcely  had  these  parties  started,  than  a  gale  from  S.E.  off  shore  com-  Gale, 
menced.    The  water  between  Union  Bay  and  this  position  was  reported 
partially  open  by  Mr.  Krabbe,  but  all  sealed  beyond. 

On  the  10th  October  I  experienced  ud  usual  restlessness  at  the  non- 
appearance of  our  return  sledge,  or  of  Commander  Pullen.  I  felt  more 
anxious  about  the  ice,  and  from  the  hill  behind  us  noticed  the  peculiar  dark 
streak  of  water  or  a  wide  fissure.  The  ice  quarter-master,  however,  termed 
it  from  the  crow's  nest  "  Fog." 

At  10"30  P.M.,  the  wind  having  freshened  from  N.E.,  and  it  being  right 
aft  for  the  "  Pioneer"  whose  jib  boom  pointed  between  our  fore  and  main- 
masts, I  left  orders  "  to  call  me  if  the  ice  parted  at  the  bows,  and  take  care 
that  the  '  Pioneer'  did  not  run  into  us."  Little  did  I  dream  that  the  reality 
was  at  hand.  Indeed,  hardl}^  had  I  got  into  bed  when  the  officer  of  the 
watch  reported,  "  The  ice  broken  off  within  a  few  yards  of  the  bow  and  the 
lane  opening  rapidly." 

The  hands  were  turned  up,  cables  bent  after  very  severe  labour ;  for  the 
present  use  provisions  had  been  crammed  into  the  bows,  and  hawsers  coiled 
above  them  on  a  platform,  which  much  impeded  work. 

By  2'a.m,  the  men  were  allowed  to  rest.  Anchors  in  ice  work  are  seldom 
thought  of,  and  after  being  so  firmly  frozen  in  the  cables  had  been  unbent 
as  dangerous  to  handle. 

The  morning  brought  a  severe  snow  storm  from  S.E.    Every  heavy  Sno-sr  storm, 
article,  guns,  stores,   &c.,  were  struck  below  to  give  her  stability,  the 
lower  yards  and  topmasts  struck  as  low  as  possible,  hatches  battened  down, 
and  saws  and  axes  ready  for  cutting  away  the  masts. 
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j'roccedings  of  Tlicir  J;or(is!ups  iiiiiy  possibly  think  that  all   thcHC  precautions  were 

^h-  Edward  Belcher,  CH.  ,,cc(iless.  Hilt  WO  officcr  OF  man  in  the  ship  (myself  possibly  excepted  j 
believed  she  would  stand  up.  I  expected  to  see  her  on  her  beam  ends,  but 
to  "  right"  again.  As  our  preparations  proceeded  the  weatiicr  became 
Avorsc.  Masses  of  ice  were  drifting  past  us,  and  if  we  broke  out  even  then 
the  anchor  Avas  useless  until  the  surrounding  ice  allowed  it  to  reach  the 
bottom.  To  let  it  go  on  a  floating  piece  of  ice  was  useless  ;  tliere  it  v.',-'\'\ 
be  suspended  and  drift  with  the  ship. 

It  was  my  first  intention  to  furl  the  awnings  ;  tliis  would  have  doubk  d 
the  danger,  and  given  the  wind  full  power  under  the  boats  and  every  rough 
surface.  They  were  at  present  all  under  one  smooth  inclined  surface,  on 
which  the  pressure  would  be  negatived  by  lier  "  customary  heel  under 
royals." 

About  4  P.M.  the  ice  began  to  yield,  separate  into  pieces,  and  the  heavy 
grounded  berg  pieces  to  which  our  stern  posts  were  well  secui'cd  floated  off. 
Even  the  beach  line  was  denuded.  The  ship  gained  great  way  before  the 
ice  cleared  the  bow,  when  the  anchor  was  let  go.  The  careen  of  bringing 
up  frightened  some  few  who  attempted  various  foolish  acts,  one  of  v/hich 
was  to  loosen  the  weather  curtain.  I'his  fortunately  1  succeeded  in  stopping 
and  had  it  secured.  The  lurch  had  been  very  heavy,  and  the  water  to 
leeward  wet  the  decks.  Still  she  Avas  safe  if  the  anchor  held,  and  therefore 
I  gave  her  the  Avhole  cable  in  19  fathoms.  She  fortunately  rode  out,  but 
kept  "  a  heavy  list  to  starboard."  Fortunately  the  Avind  continued  more  off 
shore,  and  prevented  many  heavy  masses  of  ice  from  striking  us,  or  parting 
our  cables. 

It  moderated  on  the  morning  of  the  1 3th,  and  before  noon  on  that  day 
we  had  regained  our  position  within  a  berg  piece  aground  in  four  fathoms, 
and  Avhich  had  remained  firm. 

The  question  now  resolved  itself  in  my  mind  into  risk  of  losing  anchors, 
or  risk  of  greater  damage  to  ship.  I  therefore  moored  \Yith.  reference  to  the 
^•elease  next  summer  (should  she  be  saved). 

But  as  the  sea  was  noAv  clear,  and  our  return  sledges  would  inform  me  of 
any  better  position,  1  determined  on  having  "  Pioneer"  in  readiness ;  in 
addition  to  Avhich  I  wished  to  knoAv  (from  conflicting  reports)  Avhat  I  could 
trust  to.  It  affords  me  great  satisfaction  to  state  that  from  being  unpacked 
for  the  winter,  the  chief  engineer  reported  his  machinery  together  in  l6 
hours,  exactly  the  time  he  had  computed.  It  required  some  further  delay 
of  getting  up  steam,  and  clearing  bottom  valves  of  ice  before  she  was  rea.dy 
for  service. 

Commander  Pullen.  this  moment  Commander  Pullen  was  noticed  walking  along  the  coast 

with,  one  man,  and  as  Ave  had  noAv  open  Avater  a  boat  Avas  sent  for  him,  and 
another  beyond  Cape  Osborn  to  bring  up  his  sledge  crew,  where  he  had  left 
them.  But  his  report  precluded  any  better  shelter  between  this  and  Union 
Bay  now  completely  blocked  by  very  heavy    pack  ice." 

I  determined  therefore  for  one  prominent  reason  to  remain  here, 
that  was,  "  That  nowhere  between  this  and  Union  Bay  did  the  land  offer 
euch  convenience  to  a  wrecked  crcAV."  Here  the  bottom  was  soft  tenacious 
clay,  but  below  a  most  unpromising  rocky  outline,  unless  by  chance  I  got 
into  some  of  the  bays,  of  the  depth  or  nature  of  the  bottom  of  Avhich  no 
one  had  the  slightest  knowledge,  and  the  land,  if  driven  on  shore,  very 
unpropitious. 

Nature  indeed,  if  a  westerly  gale  did  not  put  us  well  upon  the  beach, 
seemed  to  say  "  stay  here."  I  therefore  veered  in  to  our  OAvn  draught, 
having  before  me  the  advantage  of  being  well  set  in  the  ground  end  on, 
which  my  cables  secured,  to  the  possibility  of  being  caught  by  the  broad- 
side, ancl  turned  over,  or  "  ])iled"  beyond  release. 

the  outer  large  berg  J  trusted  for  my  main  barrier.  It  Avould  collect 
all  the  worst.  Commander  Pullen  liiul  a  very  narrow  escape  by  being  on 
the  Hoc  Avithout  a  boat.  His  tent  Avas  blown  down,  and  they  suffered  nuich 
fi-oin  the  snow  storm  Avhich  ]n'event(ul  its  being  secured. 

Ibiving  lully  discussed  with  Commander  Pullen  tlie  various  matters 
touching  the  western  division,  from  Avhich  I  have  no  comnumication,  and 
given  him  in  wi'iting  ;ill  the;  necessary  orders  for  his  guidance  in  the  spring,  and 
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intheevent  of  not  being  there  myself,  or  of  despatching  Commander  Richards ;  Proceedings  of 

and  further,  such  instructions  for  Captain  Kellett  as  the  late  orders  and    Su- EdwardBeicher, c.b. 
circumstances  which  occurred  to  my  mind  as  likely  to  prevail  may  render 
expedient ;  he  took  leave  of  me  on  the  17th,  and  on  the  20th  Mr.  Grove 
returned,  having  met  him  half  way,  thus  for  the  season  releasing  me  from 
further  anxiety,  excepting  for  our  western  division. 
Copies  of  orders  will  accompany  this. 

On  this  20th  day  of  October  we  were  as  nmch  perplexed  as  to  the  motions 
of  Nature  as  we  were  on  the  20th  September.  The  ice  had  formed  around 
us  in  a  smooth  clean  sheet  to  the  shore,  of  a  thickness  of  9  inches.  But  a 
"  run  of  the  ice"  is  at  work  along  the  coast ;  the  roar,  as  of  a  surf,  is  heard  of  Run  of  tiie  ice. 
the  ice  buckling  up  slab  over  slab,  raising  an  artificial  barrier.  To  seaward 
the  pack  is  pressing  in,  twisting,  tumbling,  piling,  and  overlying  in  chaotic 
confusion.  Where  it  will  end  God  only  knows.  The  ship  is  far  from  safe. 
A  saw  cut  of  the  width  of  the  ship  (free)  was  sawed  with  a  shght  curve  to 
coax  her  off  the  near  berg  pieces  aground,  and  we  anxiously  awaited 
Nature's  orders  as  the  piling  ice  advanced  to  and  pressed  her  bow.  Cable 
was  given,  and  she  took  her  direction  with  beautiful  precision,  forcing 
beneath  the  floe  the  entire  mass,  thus  cut  and  detached,  until  she  had 
imbedded  her  steinpost,  as  I  imagine,  about  15  inches  in  mud.  Then  the 
cables  were  stoppered.  Nature  seemed  to  coincide  with  us  ;  enough  had 
been  done.  The  piled  ice  ceased  just  at  our  bows.  Environing  us  by  a 
great  arc  of  1000  fathoms  radius,  a  complete  rampart  was  thrown  up  of 
accumulated  ice,  resting  probably  on  the  ground;  within  this  the  "  Assistance" 
and  "  Pioneer"  were  gently  pressed  into  yielding  unctuous  clay,  from  which, 
if  Nature  pleases,  they  can  easily  be  removed  in  summer  by  Nature's  own 
"  camels," — the  floe.  If  I  be  presumptuous,  may  God  forgive  me !  But 
after  this  visitation  with  an  off  shore  wind,  what  could  we  expect  from  a 
N.W.  gale  with  the  entire  weight  of  the  collected  pack  at  least  50  miles  to 
the  N.W.  ?    Would  9-inch  ice  resist  ? 

I  landed  to  look  for  refuge.  To  explain  my  feelings  does  not  come 
within  the  scope  of  official  correspondence.  But  before  me  lay  the  beauti- 
fully terraced  slope  rising  by  ten  plateaus  to  100  or  more  feet,  not  a  stone 
exceeding  one  pound. 

Before  me  Providence  had  done  all.  Slabs  of  ice  of  any  dimensional 
surface,  and  of  nine  inches  thickness,  offered  the  building  materials.  The 
order  issued — and  with  the  crew  I  have  the  honour  to  command,  the  wish 
is  nearly  completion — spades,  carpenter,  boatswain — an  80  feet  by  20  house 
is  lined  out,  moulds  for  the  building  slabs  prepared,  saws  at  work,  and 
before  sunset  the  foundation  of  that,  and  an  observatory  as  a  flanking 
bastion,  were  well  in  progress,  18  inches  being  the  thickness  of  the  walls. 
Tents  were  erected,  provisions,  &c.  landed,  and  on  the  9th  November,  the 
anniversary  of  the  birth  of  the  heir  apparent,  under  the  British  union  the 
health  of  Her  Majesty,  "  God  bless  her !  "  then  of  the  Prince  and  Royal 
Family,  were  drunk  Avith  accustomed  honours  ;  and  the  Crystal  Palace,  named 
"Albert  house  of  Victoria  town,"  was  habitable,  and  a  very  comfortable 
asylum  in  case  of  distress. 

I  should  not  have  vacated  until  the  spring,  perfectly  assured  that  aided 
by  coals  and  the  wrecks,  we  should  have  been  much  more  comfortable  than 
crammed  together  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  where  several  of  our  invalids 
could  not  possibly  reach.  Here  our  visitations  ceased,  and  we  have  not 
been  troubled  by  any  westerly  gale  throughout  the  late  year.  The  ice,  now 
four  feet  three  inches,  is  sufficiently  strong  (possibly)  to  withstand  any 
common  pressure,  yet  we  have  witnessed  how  fragile  that  of  seven  or  eight 
feet  is. 

The  result  of  the  new  arrangement  is  as  follows  : —  Housing  and  internal  fittin^js 

Last  year,  the  temperature  of  the  upper-deck  throughout,  external  and 
internal  temperature  the  same. 
Lower-deck. — Constant  heavy  moisture.    Men  complained  of  wet 
hammocks,  coughs,  colds,  &c. 
This  day,  the  external  air  -  -  -  -       -    —54  anuary 

the  deck        -  -  -  -  -  -22.5 

Condensor,  upper  deck,  main  hatchway  -        -  +,32 

Lower-deck,  main-mast     -  -  -  -      -  +49 
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Derived  from  wrecks. 


Died,  George  Harris.  A.B. 


Died  Isaac  Barnctt,  capt. 
jii.  top 


Beams  where  the  crew  live  dry,  decks  dry  and  very  comfortable.  Bows 
given  up  to  .irtificcrs.  Moist  condensatioii  just  outside  ^un-room  and 
main-mast. 

The  materials  for  executing-  tliis  service  are  totally  insufficient;  had 
they  been  available,  a  surprising  improvement  must  have  resulted. 

But  had  the  vessels  been  so  fitted  in  England,  and  so  sailed,  the  exposure 
on  an  even  keel  above  the  gunwale  would  have  been  .'36  yards  of  surface. 
Secondary  fittings  easily  stowed  within. 

On  the  10th  January,  George  Harris,  A.B.,  doing  duty  in  the  "Pioneer," 
died  from  scorbutic  affection,  having  been  198  days  on  the  sick  list.  This 
man,  from  my  own  observation,  seemed  determined  to  resist  recovery,  and 
was  a  most  troublesome  patient  as  regarded  constant  attention  from  the 
medical  attendant. 

After  repeated  conversations  with  my  able  friend  Commander  Richards, 
he  being  also  an  old  shipmate  with  Captain  Kellett  in  the  "  Starling"  under 
my  command,  I  determined  on  sending  him  forward  to  the  "  North  Star  " 
with  six  sledges  from  this,  to  be  reinforced  by  two  more  from  that  vessel. 
They  were  ordered  for  service  on  the  13th  February,  and  two  under  his 
orders  started  on  the  22d,  at  the  rise  of  temperature. 

Two  more  with  Lieutenant  May  advanced  on  the  28th,  and  the  remaining 
pair  under  Mr.  Grove  will  move  at  the  next  propitious  moment. 

As  the  situation  of  this  ship  is  far  from  safe,  I  have  packed  all  docu- 
ments, collected  the'private  journals,  &c.,  and  transmitted  them  for  safety  to 
Beechey  Island.  Our  persons,  therefore,  as  well  as  the  instruments,  chro- 
nometers, &c.,  must  remain  to  the  last  moment,  or  until  their  Lordships 
decide  upon  further  movement. 

By  the  instructions  furnished  to  Captain  Kellett,  as  well  as  to  Commander 
Richards,  their  Lordships  will  be  fully  apprized  of  the  definitive  orders  which 
appear  to  me  requisite  for  the  movement  of  the  western  division.  Of  two 
things  we  cannot  be  secure,  the  safety  of  the  ships  and  crews.  Of  the 
latter,  singly,  if  it  has  pleased  Providence  to  spare  them,  we  have  the  utmost 
confidence;  they  can  as  easily  reach  the  "  North  Star"  as  our  party  sent 
there  to  convey  my  decision. 

I  shall  endeavour,  if  my  health  permits,  to  repair  to  the  "  North  Star," 
and  there  conduct  in  person  the  necessary  arrangements  for  the  assemblage 
of  so  many  persons,  as  well  as  to  be  in  readiness  to  act  instantly  and 
vigorously,  on  any  further  commands  which  their  Lordships  may  send  in 
July  next,  despatching  at  once  to  England  one  vessel  at  least  with  those 
who  are  no  longer  effective  here. 

It  is  not  impossible,  should  my  health  permit,  that  before  that  period  I 
may  be  found  by  the  relief  vessels  near  Cape  Warrender,  where  I  have 
some  idea  that  the  Esquimaux  will  repair  this  season,  and  may  have  other 
papers  to  sell  than  those  taken  from  our  own  cairns. 

Although  I  fear  that  the  crews  of  the  vessels  under  my  orders  are  not, 
after  the  travel  of  two  seasons,  fit  to  encounter  a  third  winter,  still,  if 
volunteers  should  come  forward  from  the  relief  vessels,  I  should  man  one 
of  the  tenders,  and  give  her  instructions  to  winter  at  Pond's  Bay  or 
Remesok  (Clyde),  and  endeavour  to  determine  from  the  natives  whether 
any  Avhite  men  in  boats  wintered  on  their  coast.  The  information  derived 
from  Conmiander  Inglcficld  will,  I  trust,  clearly  indicate  to  their  Lordships 
my  belief  that  from  the  natives  alone  can  we  hope  for  any  ultimate  tidings 
of  the  fate  of  our  missing  countrymen. 

On  the  28th  January  Isaac  Barnett,  captain  of  the  maintop,  who  was 
sent  back  iVom  travelling  in  May  last  from  the  north-east  division  with 
swelled  ankle  joint,  departed  this  life  suddenly.  Being  of  a  scrofulous 
tendency  disease  of  tlie  bones  of  the  foot  ensued,  and  he  became  a  cot 
patient,  lie  rctnained  cheerful,  but  inaction,  confinement,  want  of  light, 
cVc.,  brought  on  sciu'vy,  efi'usion  on  the  chest,  and  thus  terininated  the 
third  life  in  this  division. 

At  the  coniniencenKMit  of  the  winter  I  had  the  "  Pioneer,"  being  lofty  and 
,susceptil)le  ol'  greater  ten)pcratui-e  if  recjuired,  fitted  as  the  hospital.  I'hc 
sick,  thercfbi-c,  were  not  incommoded  by  noise  of  carpenters,  and  were 
attended  by  iJr.  Lyidi  ;iiid  Mr.  .lones,  assistant  surgeon.    Ever}^  comfort, 


(    29  ) 


increased  rations,  &c.,  have  been  issued,  but  a  generally  impaired  digestion         Proceedings  of 
amongst  a  small  portion  of  the  crew  calls  for  very  minute  attention.  Sir  Edward  Beicher,  c.b. 

The  most  important  article  in  their  diet,  and  which  far  exceeds  all  the 
other  vegetables,  is  the  desiccated  cabbage  supplied  by  Masson  (French), 
In  private  consumption  his  spinach,  beans,  pease,  asparagus,  &c.,  even 
surpass  the  former.  His  dried  apples  also  are  superior  to  the  Normandy 
pippin,  which,  in  our  cases,  are  deficient  in  acidity. 

Thus  far  I  have  carried  up  my  proceedings  in  the  event  of  my  being 
unable  to  reach  Beechey  Island.  But  1  trust  from  thence  to  send  a  more 
favourable  continuation  of  the  general  proceedings  of  the  entire  squadron. 

I  have,  &c. 

Edward  Belcher, 

Dated  10th  March  1854.  Captain  commanding  the  Arctic  Squadron. 


No.  7. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  Captain  commanding  Arctic  Searching 
Squadron,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,  H.M.S.  "  Assistance,"  10th  March  1854. 

Herewith  I  inclose  the  following  numbers  for  the  elucidation  of  my  last 
No.  1  :— 

No.  1,  Orders  to  Commander  Richards,  15tli  February  18oi. 

2,  Orders  to  Commander  PuUen,  15th  February  1854. 

3,  Orders  to  Commander  Pullen,  15th  February  185-i. 

4,  Orders  to  Commander  Pullen,  15th  February  1854. 

5,  Orders  to  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  15th  February  1854. 

6,  Orders  to  Lieutenant  May,  15th  February  1854,  sent  by  Commander 

Richards  on  22d  February. 

7,  (1st  part.)  Orders  to  Commander  Pullen,  &c.,  &c. 
7.  (2d  part,)  Notices,  &c. 

10.  Extension  of  cachettes,  and  advance  of  Search  from  the  "Assistance  " 

Division,  1854. 

Copies  of  other  Orders  ordered  to  be  forwarded  by  Commander  Fallen 
from  Beechey  Sound. 

11.  Copy  of  confidential  Letter  to  Captain  Kellett. 

I  have,  &c. 

Edavard  Belcher,  Commander. 


No.  1. — Orders  to  Commander  Richards,  15th  February  1854. 

By  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  commanding  the  Arctic  Searching 
Squadron,  &c.  &c. 

1.  Having  selected  you  for  the  very  important  command  of  the  division  connected 
with  the  western  search  from  Beechey  Island,  &c.  You  will  repair  forthwith 
to  the  "  North  Star,"  where  Commander  Pullen  has  been  instructed  to  afford  you, 
not  only  every  possible  assistance  in  your  equipment,  but  also  to  accompany  you 
and  to  receive  from  you  his  ultimate  instructions  as  in  the  inclosed  packet  directed 

to  him.  ^    ommander     10  men  11 

2.  You  will  demand  in  writing  all  stores  which  you  may  require  from  his  vessel ;  j  8  8 
and  he  is  required  to  man  three  sledges  (commanded  by  himself.  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  i  second  master,  lo  „  -  ii 
and  his  mate  or  second  master,  or  as  may  to  you  appear  most  advisable.  ~" 

3.  To  Lieutenant  Cheyne  independent  of  my  special  instructions  to  him,  you  will  ^'^^jjo^^^^^"^' 
give  the  command  at  Cape  Hotham,  or  as  circumstances  may  arise  either  to  him  or 
Lieutenant  May. 

The  post  is  important,  and  Avibhout  any  regard  to  seniority  (or  rank)  it  must  be 
maintained  by  the  most  efficient  you  can  select  before  you  finally  quit  Cape  Hotham 
on  your  return. 

4.  The  sledge  force  from  this  ship  will  include  six,  with  three  from  the  "  North  \  4^30^°" 
Star,"  amounting  in  all  to  87  men,  with  4,030  rations,  the  distribution  of  which  is 

set  forth  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

5.  The  period  of  starting  from  the  "  North  Star "  must  be  governed  by 
circumstances  connected  with  temperature.  Men  who  have  to  undergo  the  extended 
travel  to  which  your  crews  will  be  subject  must  not  be  exposed  to  frost-bites.  And 
I  cannot  perceive  how  they  can  safely  take  the  floe  before  the  termination  of  the 
10  first  days  of  March. 

6.  It  is  a  puzzling  question  to  arrive  at  any  precise  period  of  ])arallel  temperature. 
The  guess  of  last  year,  although  e.x.act  in  every  essential  point,  does  not  appear  to 
conform  this  season  to  the  general  deduction  resulting  from  the  reports  of  my 
predecessors. 

D  3 


(  :^'o  ) 


Proceedings  of 
Sir  Edward  Bclclier,  C.B. 


Assistance  Bay 
630  rations. 


1000  rations 
Inlet. 


near  Alison's 


Cape  Cockburn,  ~1 
Point  Frazer,      1  -^^ 
Cape  Kosse,        f  ^ 
Assistance  Bay,  J 


NevertlielofiH,  T  will  fidviee  you  to  quit  on  the  {irnt  decided  rwi  of  tempcratiire 
atle]'  tli(;  JOth  of."  Mj'cIi,  and  to  nurse  youi;  crews  froiri  that  dat(;  until  ilia  2.'ird,  alter 
which  [  con.sidcvr  asoiute  winter  at  an  end,  and  spring  Huddenly  to  cotntneuce, 

7.  Your  first  position  will  be  the  east  point  of  Assistance  Bay,  where  Captain 
Kellett  deposited  G30  rations,  less  probaljly  Ijy  taken  by  the  sledge  crew  whicli 
passed  to  the  "North  Star."  500  therefore  may  remain  to  be  exauiinefJ  \>y  the 
relief  parties  folhjwing  your-  traces. 

8.  Having  reached  this  position  you  will  at  once  be  ;i,h]e  to  discover  whether  the 
"Intrepid''  has  been  in  the  neiglibourhood,  ot'  left  any  record  of  her  njovernents, 
or  those  of  "  llesolutc" 

9.  If  any  traces  be  there  found,  of  course  it  will  inteifei-e  in  some  rnea^iure  with 
your  westei-ly  journey,  unless  the  "  Intrepid  "  alone  has  pr(jgres.sed. 

10.  If  the  "  Intrepid  "  has  left  records  of  her  easterly  advance,  then  the  orders  to 
Comraander  Pullen,  Lieutenants  May  and  Clieyne  must  be  vigorously  carried  out. 

11.  Your  precisd  duty  is,  to  find  Captain  Kellett;  to  deliver  to  him  the  accom- 
panying instructions,  furnish  liini  with  eveiy  information  he  may  require,  and  return 
to  me  with  all  possible  despatch. 

12.  During  your  journey  to  tlie  "Resolute,"  you  will  decide  on  the  most 
appropriate  positions  for  depots. 

At  present  the  islands  appear  to  furnish  the  most  direct  lines.  But  you  must 
take  into  consideration  that  as  spring  advances  they  may  become  surrounded  by 
water  and  access  barred.  It  will  therefore  be  incumbent  on  you  to  fix  upon  decided 
points  where  the  crew  of "  Investigator "  or  Captain  Kellett  maybe  certo/m  ol' 
finding  supplies,  without  disturbing  those  especially  set  aside  for  the  relief  of  our 
distressed  countrymen. 

13.  Captain  Kellett's  second  cache  appears  to  be  "  about  tln-ee  miles  west  of  Alison's 
Inlet ;  and  at  present  probably  consisting  of  1,000  rations.  However,  it  is  probable 
that  Captain  Kellett,  being  detained  near  this  spot,  landed  the  provisions.  You  will 
examine  the  spot,  and  if  necessary,  after  releasing  Lieutenant  May  at  C.  Cockburn, 
desire  him  to  leave  instructions  for  its  removal  to  Cape  Cockburn. 

14.  All  the  depots  for  the  return  parties  should  be  on  the  main  land  so  as  not  to 
involve  any  water  risk. 

15.  Captain  Kellett  will  of  course  make  good  the  depots  for  any  who  may  follow 
up  his  traces  up  to  Cape  Cockburn.  To  that  point  I  shall  direct  our  main  supplies 
to  be  pushed. 

16.  On  your  outward  route  it  vfill  very  much  conduce  to  the  comfort  of  the 
travellers,  as  well  as  to  their  speed,  if  you  designate  four  distinct  points  between 
Cape  Cockburn  and  Assistance  Bay  as  caches,  (for  you  must  consider  them  to  be 
laden  with  documents,  instruments,  &c.)  Sp,y  C.  Cockburn,  Frazer  Point,  Cape 
Rosse,  and  the  eastern  point  of  Assistance  Bay.  These  will  insure  safe  in-shore 
travelling,  even  if  the  water  makes. 

17.  On  reaching  Cape  Cockburn  on  your  return,  you  will  give  such  directions  to 
any  officers  commanding  sledges  as  may  appear  to  you  likely  to  aid  the  advance  of 
the  v/eak  or  invalids  either  of  "  Investigator "  or  "  Resolute.''  If  it  be  po.ssible,  I 
think  that  one  large  sledge  with  provisions  up  to  Byarn  Martin  Island  might  be  very 
grateful  to  the  retreating  crews.  But  these  remarks  apply  more  directly  to  the  sick 
and  feeble,  jjarticularly  to  the  crew  of  the  "  Investigator."  They  must  form  the 
first  division. 

]  8.  The  second  will,  of  necessity,  have  to  remain  until  the  final  necessary  duties 
have  been  completed,  and  as  they  will  advance,  forming  caches  up  to  Byam 
Martin  Island,  you  will  assure  them  of  all  necessary  supplies  from  C.  Cockburn, 
easterly. 

19.  I  now  arrive  at  a  more  diflicult  question.  That  is  the  probability  of  finding, 
before  you  reach  Cape  Cockburn,  information  of  the  movement  of  Captain  Kellett 
last  season,  and  of  the  unaccountable  non-appearance  of  "  Intrepid." 

20.  My  general  measures  have  been  adopted  to  meet  this  peculiar  matter. 
Commander  Pullen  is  instructed  to  cross  the  channel  to  Cape  Bunny,  and  to  move 
on  to  Port  Leop(jld. 

21.  You  will  then  have  to  select  such  a  route  as  will  deviate  completely  from  that 
pursued  hy  him,  taking  probably  that  iirtended  for  Lieutenant  May,  and  you  will 
give  him  one  ovor  n  deviating  lin(>,  but  ensuring  the  visit  of  two  or  more  otticers  to 
Capo  ihinny,  where  I  int(aid  to  establish  the  southern  turning  post,  and  divert  any 
trav(!llers  fi-ojn  C;iptain  Collinson  to  Beech ey  Island,  instead  of  tlie  misery  they  must 
inevitably  encount(!r  at  Port  Leo])old. 

22.  In  this  latter  part  of  your  instructions  you  will  have  to  b(;ar  in  mind  that  you 
.'ire  H(;eking  pcsrsons  in  all  probn,bility  in  want  of  susteniuice,  and  therefore  no 
(|ueHtioJi  of  exp(;ditioiis  trav(illing  jnust  be  suficrcMl  to  interfere  with  the  full  load  of 
provision  which  may  b(!  available  ;  and  you  nnist  also  boar  in  mind  my  object  oi" 
])lHcing  on  Cape  Hunny,  on  the  csastern  side  of  Peel's  Straits,  a  large  cdche,  in  the 
event  of  Captain  Collinson  coining  up  that  channel,  or  calling  at  Cape  Walker,  on  a 
northern  march. 
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Especial  sealed  notices  will  be  supplied  for  that  branch  of  the  searching  division.  Proceedings  of 

23.  By  the  accompanying  table  you  will  understand  my  final  arrangements,  by  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 
which  the  entire  southern  lines  will  be  traversed  by  Commander  Pullen,  Lieutenant   

May,  and  possibly  by  Lieutenant  Cheyne. 

24.  Your  provisions  have  been  increased  in  bread  and  meat,  under  the  conviction 
that  on  this  second  season  men  should  eat  all  that  appetite  can  render  salubrious. 
Indeed  it  must  be  excited  by  herbs  and  other  adjuncts  supplied.  I  cannot  therefore 
\irge  more  than  the  preservation  of  all  which  is  not  consumed. 

25.  This  does  not  apply  to  spirits ;  my  own  experience  satisfies  me  that  the  men 
are  enervated  even  by  their  present  allowance,  and  immediately  after  it  is  drunk 
are  not  fit  for  undue  exertion.  It  is  possible  that  it  may  not  injure  tliem  before 
sleeping ;  but  its  entire  loss  would  not  grieve  me. 

26.  I  now  arrive  at  a  subject  which  I  would  wish  to  avoid  ;  but  the  duty  I 
have  to  perform  renders  it  imperative.  I  have  to  report  "instanter"  my  pro- 
ceedings : 

Under  my  former  orders,  unfortunately  those  of  my  predecessor,  I  enjoined 
"  journals  within  <x  reasonable  period  after  return."  In  some  few  cases  these  were 
sent  in.  Bu:t  that  order,  or  rather  request  (for  it  has  not  been  responded  to  as  an 
order)  I  shall  supersede.  The  custom  of  the  service  requires  "  copy  of  log,  track 
chart,  and  report  of  proceedings."  This  will  enable  me  to  execute  my  duty,  and  I 
decline  receiving  any  further  "journals,"  for  which  I  shall  have  full  reasons  to  give 
to  my  superiors  should  they  require  them. 

27.  You  will  therefore,  on  your  return,  furnish  me  within  48  working  hours  with 
your  report  of  proceedings,  track  chart,  or  the  one  you  made  use  of,  and  explain 
verbally  any  matters  I  may  not  then  ask  for  in  writing;  but  your  journal  of 
proceedings  you  will  prepare  for  their  Lordships.  With  matters  concocted  on  board 
I  have  nothing  to  do  ;  it  belongs  to  your  private  journal.  The  idea  of  waiting 
three  months  for  a  report  of  proceedings  is  too  absurd,  unless  where  daily  verbal 
explanation  has  put  me    an  cowant "  with  all  that  I  required. 

28.  You  are  furnished  with  copies  of  my  former  orders  to  Captain  Kellett  as  well 
to  Commander  PuUen,  by  which  you  will  be  guided,  when  not  me,  by  these 
instructions.  You  have  also  my  final  instructions  of  this  date  to  Captain  Kellett. 
These  cannot  be  sealed  at  present,  as  they  must  in  some  degree  guide  you,  but  you 
will  consider  them  as  confidentially  open  to  you  and  seal  them  before  you  deliver 
them  to  Captain  Kellett. 

29.  My  general  orders  respecting  notices  and  cairns  you  will  carry  out,  and 
without  reasons  to  be  explained,  those  relating  to  the  commands  of  sledges  wili.  of 
course  be  observed. 

30.  You  will  in  the  full  spirit  of  the  instructions  draw  up,  during  your  detention 
at  the  "  North  Star,"  such  further  hints  for  the  ofiicer  left  in  command  as  may 
prevent  any  possible  mis-conception  of  the  duties  intended.  I  will  further  send 
especial  orders  by  the  next  division  as  to  the  second  journies  of  the  sledges  to 
Assistance  Bay. 

31.  Every  possible  facility  has  been  afforded  to  you  for  the  most  perfect  equipment 
of  the  sledges  placed  under  your  direction ;  and  having  full  confidence  in  you,  and 
that  your  energy  will  be  fully  adequate  to  the  arduous  service  entrusted  to  your 
commaad,  I  now  commend  you  and  your  gallant  companions  to  the  care  of  the 
great  Disposer  of  events,  praying  earnestly  that  your  return  in  safety  may  be 
attended  with  the  welcome  intelligence  of  the  well-being  of  Captain  Kellett's 
division. 

Given  imder  my  hand  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Assistance,"  this  15th  day  of  February 
1854,  in  the  Wellington  Channel. 

Edwaed  Belcher,  Captain,  &c.  &;c. 

Commander  Richards,  H.M.S.  "  Assistance." 


No.  2. — Orders  to  Commander  Pullen,  14th  February  1854. 

By  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  commanding  the  Arctic  Searching 
Squadron. 

Looking  to  the  possibility  of  Captain  Collinson's  advance  by  some  of  the  eastern 
channels,  and  that  he  may  seek  Port  Leopold,  by  Cape  Bunny,  Cape  Rennell,  I 
have  deemed  it  necessary  to  entrust  you  with  the  duty  of  making  the  double 
examination  for  any  traces  of  our  own  squadron,  and  of  placing  proper  notices  at 
ail  the  leading  stations  in  connexion  with  Port  Leopold,  which  may  afibrd  timely 
notice  to  any  travelling  parties,  and  divert  them  from  seeking  Port  Leopold. 

Towards  Cape  Cockburn  you  will  accompany  Commander  Richards  in  the 
advance,  as  far  as  Assistance  Bay,  in  the  chart.  Before  you  reach  that  position,  you 
will  have  obtained  some  clue  as  to  the  proceedings  of  the  western  division. 

At  all  events,  your  line  thence  to  the  south  point  of  Grifiith's  Island  (30  miles) 
will  cut  a  traverse  which  will  be  satisfactory,  if  it  should  happen  that  the 
"  Intrepid  "  tender  took  a  southerly  course. 
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rroceedings  of  At  (Jiipe  JiiiiDiy  it  is  |)OHHib)(j  that  (jiiptaiii  CoJIiiison  laij^lit  liavc  toudicd  lii«t 

dwardBelcher,  C.l}.  3(;a,son,  and  may  ihjw  ))(;,  witli  expectation  (lamped,  at  Port  Jjeopold.  Our  means, 
■unfortunately,  were  not  adetpiate  to  this  (!xanii)iation,  a  'juestion  liowever  not  over- 
looked by  nui,  and  to  wliieli  C'ajjtaiji  Keilett's  letter  to  you  pointed.  Hut  the  arrival 
of  Mr.  Kennedy  in  the  autumn  of  1852  released  me  of  the  anxiety  for  that  year. 

But  Heareh  must  be  made  this  season,  the  last  which  may  possibly  be  within 
my  province.  It  must  be  well  and  ti-uly  done,  but  at  the  same  time  not  witli 
any  degree  of  I'ashness  or  undue  exposui'e  of  the  men  under  my  comnjand. 

At  (Jape  Bunny  some  trace  must  be  apparent  of  any  visit.  This  becomes  the 
turning  post  of  that  channel,  and  there  you  will  cause  your  heavy  sledge  to  leave 
supplies  to  sustain  tlie  traveller  aci'oss  to  Assistance  Bay. 

You  will  deposit  my  sealed  papers  tliei'e,  and  erect  a  conspicuous  cairn,  with  every 
information  you  may  collect  for  the  officer  who  succeeds.  But  all  letters  or  notes 
for  me  must  be  directed  on  service,  and  sealed.  I  do  not  consider  the  best  interests 
of  this  expedition  advanced  by  discussion  of  coixespondence  between  the  seniors 
commanding. 

From  Cape  Buimy  you  will  advance  to  Cape  Rennell  (31  miles),  and  there, 
undoubtedly,  if  the  party  missed  Cape  Bunny,  some  decided  mark  would  be  left; 
still  no  doiobt  must  exist,  no  loophole  be  left  for  cavil  hereafter. 

If  the  state  of  the  ice  admits  you  will  visit  Port  Leopold,  leave  behind  one  of  tlie 
sealed  papers,  and  return  to  Cape  Eennell,  unless  it  should  be  your  conviction  that 
you  could  more  easily  reach  the  "  North  Star,"  a  distance  of  40  miles. 

The  entire  distance  to  be  travelled  amounts  to  about  228  miles  less  than  your 
journey  last  j'^ear  to  Cape  Beecher,  at  a  much  earlier  date.  Taking  the  low  average 
of  six  miles  per  diem,  this  will  occujjy  thirty-eight  days ;  so  that  I  may  expect 
your  important  report  on  the  I7th  or  IStli  of  April,  long  before  we  can  anticipate 
any  movement  of  the  ice. 

If  Commander  Richards  should  fall  in  with  any  traces  of  "  Intrepid,"  either  at 
Assistance  Bay,  or  beyond,  you  will  be  guided  by  communication  with  him  as  to 
making  a  direct  course  by  the  south  end  of  Griffith's  Island  to  Cape  Bunny  from 
Assistance  Bay,  or  from  Browne's  Island  to  Griffith  Island  and  Cape  Rennell. 

But  should  Commander  Richards  thus  lead  you  to  avoid  Cape  Bunny,  a  most 
important  point,  I  can  only  concede  it  to  the  certainty  of  tvjo  officers  in  succession 
visiting  and  forming  an  adequate  depot  on  Cape  Bunny. 

Upon  the  subject  of  journals  I  must  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  rendering 
to  me,  within  forty-eight  hours  after  your  return,  an  official  account  of  your 
]iroceeding3,  and  as  I  am  pretty  well  conversant  with  the  materials  of  "  notes 
taken  on  the  spot,"  those  covering  thirty-eight  days  cannot,  by  anything  interesting 
to  me,  occupy  more  than  eighty  hours,  just  half  the  tim.e  required  for  .300  heavy 
pages.  Your  private  journal  (for  the  information  of  their  Lordships)  you  can 
embellish  on  your  return.  What  1  require  is  merely  the  materials  afforded  in  a 
despatch — "  the  information  from  an  intelligent  officer."  This,  with  some  chiefs,  is 
gathered  instanter  viva  voce  (in  warmer  climates).  You.  will  find  me  at  the  "  North 
Star  "  before  your  return,  where  I  shall  probably  await  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  from 
England,  and  direct  the  main  proceedings. 

Before  quitting  the  "  North  Star,"  you  will  concert  with  Commander  Richards 
very  definite  instructions  for  the  officer  left  in  command,  and  see  that  he  fully  com- 
prehends his  position. 

You  will  instruct  your  "  clerk  in  charge,"  to  draw  out  definite  papers  for  victualhng 
and  depot,  fsejDarately)  so  that  the  packed  depots  shall  not  be  molested. 

You  will  leave  for  my  information  and  use,  sealed  up,  all  originals,  as  well  as 
copies  of  documents  entrusted  by  me  confidentially  to  you,  for  transmission  to 
ICugland. 

And  commending  you  now  to  the  care  of  an  all-Mdse  Providence,  I  shaU  earnestly 
pray  for  yo\ir  success,  as  well  as  sjUe  return,  with  those  associated  with  you. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  lioard  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  Wellington 
Channel,  this  l/ith  day  of  February  1854. 

Edward  Belcher,  Captain. 

No.  :!. — QjiDKiis  to  Commander  Pullkn,  14th  February  1854. 

By  Captain  Sir  J<ldward  Belcher,  C.B.,  commanding  the  Arctic  Searching 
Squadron. 

Ha  VIN(;  direct(Kl  Commander  Ilicliards  to  repair  to  the  "  North  Star,"  and  there 
victual  and  (totiimeuco  his  jouniey  to  the  westward. 

It  is  juy  dii-cction  that  you  comply  with  the  demands  of  Commander  Richards  so 
far  as  the  articles  oti  board,  or  in  charge  of  the  "  North  Star,"  can  be  available  for 
the  service.  I!ut  this  does  not  a,pply  to  any  of  the  recent  supply  of  extra  clothing, 
and  otlier  supplies  brought  out  by  the  "  PluBuix  "  {i\x\(\  which  do  not  pertain  to  the 
ships  or  tenders)  ;  they  are  to  In;  kc])t  for  my  special  order,  and  in  'tio  manncv  to  be 
'i/rderfered  'in  llh . 

You  will  providi!  three  i,l('(l;;(;s  (two  of  eleven  a,nd  one  of  eight  persons)  for 
service,  whenever  Counnander  Richards  may  deem  fit. 
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The  first  will  be  commanded  by  yourself  on  the  service  set  forth  in  my  instructions  ;  Pvoceedino-s  of 

the  second  by  Lieutenant  Cheyne  ;  the  third  by  your  mate  or  second  master,  ;rs     Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

may  be  arranged  by  Commander  Richards.    The  entire  division  will  be  under  the   

direction  of  Commander  Richards,  until  he  separates  near  Griffith  Island. 

Your  especial  route  is  set  forth  in  the  annexed  orders,  which  may  probably  be 
completed  much  within  the  tardy  pace  which  I  have  allotted,  viz.;  six  miles  per  (^iem. 

You  will  furnish  Commander  Richards  with  your  most  complete  team  of  dogs,  to 
enable  him  to  pursue  in  the  small  sledge  his  most  arduous  journej^. 

I  enclose  a  distinct  order  for  the  master  to  take  charge  during  your  absence,  and 
you  will  instruct  him  in  the  forms  which  he  will  be  required  to  observe  during  these 
sledge  operations. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  H.M.S.  "Assistance,"  this    ISth  da}^  of 
February  185  4. 

To  Connnander  PuUen,  Edwaed  Belcher,  Captain. 

H.M.Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island. 


No.    — Ordees  to  Commander  Pullen,  15tli  February  1854. 
General  Orders  to  Sledges  ;  for  Officer  at  "  North  Star." 

1.  On  the  return  of  the  "  Reward,"  Mr.  Pym  will  be  revictualled,  and  is  hereby 
required  to  return  with  all  despatch  to  the  ship. 

2.  The  "  Dauntless,"  Mr.  Grove,  mate,  forty-eight  hours  repose,  to  be  completed 
with  550  rations  ;  twelve  days  deducted  for  crew  (loose\  the  remainder  in  packages 
for  depot  (bread  in  casks)  ;  to  return  to  Cape  Assistance ;  carefully  stow  depot ; 
return  to  "  North  Star,"  and  on  to  ship ;  dates  back ;  expected  at  ship  on 
24th  April. 

3.  The  "  Success,"  Mr.  Herbert,  mate ;  on  return  to  be  allov/ed  forty-eight  hours' 
repose ;  revictualled  similar  to  "  Dauntless  ;"  to  perform  similar  duty,  returning  to 
ship  on  the  3d.  May.    Return  to  "  North  Star,  "  15th  April,  +  2  +  6  +  5  +  5  =  3  May. 

4.  The  "  Lady  Franklin,"  Lieut.  May,  will  return  to  "North  Star,"  and  if  no  orders 
to  the  contrary  have  arrived,  to  come  on  after  forty-eight  hours'  rest  to  the  ship. 

5.  Mr.  Shellabear,  on  his  return  to  "North  Star,"  will  load  to  550  rations,  and 
deposit  the  same  quantity  at  Assistance  Bay  as  the  "  Success "  has  done,  taking 
simply  the  same  number  of  hours. 

The  above  orders  are  to  be  implicitly  obeyed  by  the  several  officers  to  whom 


they  apply, — as  No.  1.  Mr.  Pym,  mate. 

„  Grove, 
„     Herbert,  ,, 
Lieutenant  May,  „ 
Mr.  Shellabear,  second  master. 


1. 

2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 


Edward  Belcher,  Captain  commanding 
Arctic  Searching  Squadron. 


H.M.Ship  "  Assistance." 
15th  February  1854. 

You  are  hereby  required  to  furnish  each  officer  with  a  copy  of  the  order  under 
his  number,  countersigned  as  a  true  copy  by  yourself,  and  to  cause  the  officer  to  sign 
the  receipt  of  the  same,  returning  this  paper  to  me  when  so  completed. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.Ship  "Assistance,"  in  Wellington  Channel, 
this  15th  day  of  February  1854. 

Edward  Belcher,  Captain  commanding 
To  Commander  Fallen,  or  officer  left  in  Arctic  Searching  Squadron, 

command  of  H.M.Ship  "North  Star." 


No.  5. — Orders  to  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  15th  February  1854. 

By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  K.C.B.,  &c.,  Captain  of  H.M.  Ship  "Assistance,"  com- 
manding the  Arctic  Searching  Squadron. 

Having  directed  Commander  Richards  to  apprize  you  for  duty,  you  are  hereby 
required  to  accompany  the  general  division  to  Assistance  Bay,  where  you  will  remain 
and  superintend,  by  propel-  documents  furnished  to  you  by  the  clerk  in  charge  of 
H.M.S.  "North  Star,"  the  completion  of  provisions  up  to  the  moment  of  separation.  As 
your  services  then  cannot,  as  far  as  I  can  contemplate,  be  called  into  play,  you  will 
take  upon  your  sledge  rations  for  nine  days,  make  the  circuit  of  Griffith  Island,  and 
examine  carefully  for  any  traces  of  the  "Intrepid,"  "Resolute,"  or  any  of  Captain 
CoUinson's  crew,  who  may  have  attempted  reaching  Cape  Hotham. 

On  returning  from  this  duty  you  will  take  320  rations  with  one  of  the  inarquees,  and 
establish  your  head  quarters  at  Cape  Hotham,  forwarding  all  sledges  which  may  pass 
you  (completing  your  depot  up  to  800  rations  from  them  by  portions  as  will  be  allotted), 
and  reporting  by  those  travelling  to  the  "  North  Star"  your  general  proceedings. 

On  the  return  of  Commander  Richards  he  will  give  you  such  orders  as  the  service 
may  require,  but  unless  replaced  by  him  you  will  continue  to  aid  the  parties  seeking 
the  "North  Star"  until  the  arrival  of  Captain  Kellett,  who  will  probably  bring  up 
the  rear  and  release  you  from  further  dutv. 
I.  E 


April  or  earlier, 
days'  rest, 
forward, 
back. 


18  April. 


72  rations. 


320  rations. 


(    .-^4  ) 


Procoedings  of  Tlio  pjuiios  v/lilcli  jivrivf!  IVoii)  " InvcHtlf^atoi""  or  "  llfisolutc"  arc  not  on  any 

Sir  Edward  Belcliur,  C.IJ.     iiccoimt  t(j  1)0  (li;lay(i(l,  l)ut  cvcry  aid  jmd  aHKistance  afforded  }>y  your  party,  even  if 
but  two  Hliould  i'c;)i);iin  witlj  you  (they  will  of  coiirw;  nyoiri  iiniiifjdiatcly;, 

A  very  coiispicuou.s  inark  or  cairrt  .should  bo  08tal))iHh(;d  boforo  leaving  CapeHotliam, 
and  full  information  left,  to  ho.  ooinpleted  by  the  last  muUrr  offi.ce/r  before  firuilly 
quitting  it. 

Captain  Kellett  nientionK  a  boat,  coinplote,  and  Hoino  provisiouH;  these  should  be 
examined  and  reported  on. 

I  liave  directed  Commander  Richardn  to  furnisli  you  witli  additional  inHtructionjj 
relative  to  the  aid  you  are  to  supply  between  AsHistance  liay  and  fJape  Hotliain,  a8 
well  as  to  any  other  duties  which  lie  may  consider  you  should  pursue  during  the 
necessary  blaidc  which  will  intervene,  until  some  final  intelligence  reaches. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.SIiip  "Assistance"  this  L'Jth  day  of 
February  1854. 

Edward  Belcdek,  Captain, 

Lieutenant  Chcyne,  H.M.  Ship  "Assistance," 
(sent  to  "North  Star"). 

No.  6. — Orders  to  Lieutenant  May,  loth  February  1854. 
By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Assistance,"  com- 
manding the  Arctic  Searching  Squadron. 
Having  been  selected  to  accompany  Commander  Richards  to  Cape  Cockbum,  on 
his  journey  to  Melville  Island,  you  are  hereby  directed  to  place  yourself  under  his 
command  and  obey  all  orders  which  you  may  receive  from  him  on  the  aforesaid  route. 

On  your  separation  from  Commander  Richards  he  will  indicate  on  this  document, 
to  be  presented  to  me  on  your  return,  any  deviations  he  considers  it  necessary  to 
direct,  owino-  to  altered  views  of  the  service  entrusted  to  him,  but  should  no  alteration 
take  place,  you  will,  having  left  behind  at  C.  Cockburn  2-l;3  rations,  quit  Pt.  Frazer 
with  198  rations,  making  a  direct  course  for  Cape  Walker,  and  grazing  the  Islands 
^  -,1    Garrett  and  Lowther,  on  their  western  extremes,  very  carefully  looking  out  for 

Examine  the  islands,  and  make  .  „  ,  xir  n 

sketches  as  to  their  true  form—  any  traces  01  the  visits  01  any  01  our  western  division.  Jbrom  Cape  Walker  you 
any  harbour,  &c.  &c.  will  make  a  direct  course  for  the  southern  end  of  Griffith  Island,  and  thence  on  to 

Assistance  Bay — complete  to  five  days — and,  calling  at  C.  Hotham,  return  to  the 
"North  Star,"  and  there  await  further  orders. 

On  arrival  at  the  "  North  Star"  you  will  be  immediately  victualled  for  further 
service  by  special  orders  issued  by  me  either  for  your  return  to  Assistance  Bay  or  to 
this  ship,  as  occasion  may  require. 

Committing  you  and  your  companions  to  the  protection  of  the  great  Disposer  of 
events,  and  with  the  earnest  prayer  that  your  exertions  may  be  crowned  with 
success,  I  have  only  to  enjoin  the  strictest  care  of  your  crew. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.  Ship  "Assistance"  this  15th  day  of 
February  1854,  Wellington  Channel. 

Edward  Belcher,  Captain. 

No.  7.  (1st  part.) — Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Captain  commanding  Expedition, 

to  Commander  Pullen. 
^  Looking  to  the  possibility  of  Captain  CoUinson's  advance  by  some  of  the  eastern 

channels,  and  that  he  may  seek  Port  Leopold  by  C.  Bunny,  C.  Rennell,  &;c.,  I  have 
deemed  it  necessary  to  entrust  you  with  the  duty  of  making  the  double  examination 
for  any  traces  of  our  own  squadron,  and  of  leaving  proper  notices  at  all  the  leading 
siations  in  connection  with  Port  Leopold,  which  may  afford  timely  notice  to  any 
travelling  parties,  and  divert  them  from  seeking  Port  Leopold  towards  Cape 
Cock})urn. 

You  will  accomjiany  Commander  Richards  in  the  advance  as  fixr  as  Assistance  Bay. 
Before  you  reach  that  position  you  will  have  obtained  some  clue  as  to  the  proceedings 
of  our  western  division. 

At  all  events,  your  line  from  thence  to  the  south  part  of  GrifKth's  Island,  30  miles, 
will  cut  a  traverse  wliieh  will  bo  satisfactory  if  it  should  happen  that  the  "  Intrejjid  " 
tendeJ'  took  a  southerly  course.  At  Cape  Bunny,  it  is  possible  that  Captain  Collinson 
might  have  touched  last  season,  and  may  now  be  with  expectation  damped  at  Port 
]jeo]iold.  Our  means  inifortunately  were  not  adequate  to  this  examination,  a 
(Hiestioii,  however,  not  overlooked  by  me,  and  to  which  ("aptain  Kellett's  letter  to 
you  pointed.  But  the;  arrival  of  Mr.  Kennedy  In  tlie  autumn  of  f842  released  me  of 
this  anxi(;ly  for  that  yciar. 

But  search  must  ho  made;  this  season,  the  last  which  may  possibly  bo  within  my 
provinoo.  It  must  ))o  well  and  truly  done,  but  at  the  same  time  7U)t  with  any 
degr(!(!  of  ra«hn(!HH  or  undue  exposure  to  the  men  under  my  coinnuiud. 

A  I,  (ja,p(!  Jiunny  nonio  tract!  must  1)0  a|)])arent  of  any  vi.sit.  This  becomes 
I, he  turning  post  of  tluit  channel,  and  there,  after  you  will  eausi!  your  heavy  sledge 
l,o  ie,av(!  supplies  to  Hustiiin  the  traveller  acro,ss  to  Assistauco  Biiy,  you  will  deposit 
my  seah.'d  paj)oi'H  f,hero  and  erect  a  conspicuouB  cairn,  with  every  information  you 
may  collect  for  the  officer  wiio  succeeds.    l>ut  all  letters  or  notes  for  mo  mu.st  be 
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40 
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directed  on  service  and  sealed.  I  do  not  consider  the  best  interests  of  this  expedition  ,  ^  Proceedings  of 
advanced  by  discussion  of  correspondence  between  the  seniors  commanding.  i^dward  Belcher, 

From  Cape  Bunny  you  will  advance  to  Cape  Eennell,  31  miles,  and  there  136 
undoubtedly  if  the  party  missed  Cape  Bunny  some  decided  mark  would  be  left ;  still  3i 
no  doubt  must  exist — no  loop-hole  left  for  cavil  hereafter.    If  the  state  of  the  ice 
admits,  you  will  visit  Port  Leopold,  leave  behind  one  of  the  sealed  papers,  and  return 
to  Cape  Rennell,  unless  it  should  be  your  conviction  that  you  could  more  easily  reach 
the  "  North  Star  "  (a  distance  of  40  miles). 

The  entire  distance  travelled  amounts  to  228  miles,  about  40  less  than  you  se 
travelled  last  year  to  Cape  Beecher  at  a  much  earlier  date.    Taking  the  low  average 
of  travelling  at  six  miles,  this  will  occupy  38  days,  so  tliat  I  may  expect  your 
important  report  on  the  l7th  or  ISth  April,  long  before  we  can  anticipate  any 
movement  of  the  ice. 

If  Commander  Richards  should  fall  in  with  traces  of  "  Intrepid,"  either  at 
Assistance  Bay  or  at  Browne's  Island,  you  will  be  guided  by  communication  with  him 
as  to  making  a  direct  course  by  the  south  end  of  Griffith  Island  to  Cape  Bunny 
from  Assistance  Bay,  or  from  Browne  Island  to  Griffith  Island  and  Ca'pe  Rennell. 

But  should  Commander  Richards  thus  lead  you  to  avoid  Cape  Bunny,  a  most 
important  point,  I  can  only  concede  it  to  the  certainty  of  tiuo  officers  in  succession, 
visiting  and  forming  an  adequate  depot  on  Cape  Bunny. 

Upon  the  subject  of  journals  I  must  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of  rendering 
to  me  within  48  hours  after  your  return  an  official  account  of  your  proceedings, 
and  as  I  am  pretty  well  conversant  with  the  materials  of  notes  taken  on  the  spot, 
those  covering  38  days  cannot,  by  anything  interesting  to  me,  occupy  more  than 
80  hours,  just  half  the  time  required  for  300  very  heavy  pages.  Your  private 
journal  for  the  information  of  their  Lordships  you  can  embellish  on  your  return ; 
what  I  require  is  merely  the  materials  for  affording  in  a  despatch  the  information 
from  an  intelligent  officer.  This  with  some  chiefs  is  gathered  instanter,  "  viva  voce  " 
(in  warm  climates).  You  will  find  me  at  the  "North  Star"  before  your  return, 
where  I  shall  probably  await  the  arrival  of  the  vessel  from  England,  and  direct  the 
main  proceedings. 

Before  quitting  the  "  North  Star,"  you  will  concert  with  Commander  Richards 
very  definite  instructions  for  the  officer  left  in  command,  and  see  that  he  fully 
comprehends  his  position. 

You  will  instruct  your  clerk  in  charge  to  draw  out  definite  papers  for  victualling 
and  depot  separately,  so  that  the  packed  depots  shall  not  be  molested. 
•  You  will  leave  for  my  information  and  use,  sealed  up,  all  originals  as  well  as  copies 
of  documents  entrusted  by  me  confidentially  to  you,  for  transmission  to  England. 
And  commending  you  now  to  the  care  of  an  all- wise  Providence,  I  shall  earnestly 
pray  for  your  success  as  well  as  safe  return,  with  those  associated  with  you. 

Given  u.nder  my  hand  on  board  H.M.Ship  "Assistance,"  Wellington  Channel, 
this  15th  da}^  of  February  1854. 

(Signed)       Edwakd  Belcher,  Captain. 

Commander  PuUen, 
H.M.Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island. 


W.  J.  S.  PuLLEN,  Commander,  to  Captain  Sir  Edwaed  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B.,  H.M. 
Ship  "  Assistance,"  commanding  Arctic  Squadron. 

Reporting  Proceedings  to  Port  Leopold  and  back. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star," 
Sir,  Beechey  Island,  28th  April  1854. 

Having  now  so  far  recovered  the  use  of  my  sight  since  my  return  from  the  duties 
you  ordered  me  on,  I  am  enabled  to  furnish  you  by  this  first  oppoitunity  of 
communicating  the  details  of  my  journey  to  Port  Leopold. 

(2.)  After  Mr.  Shellabear  leaving  me,  as  before  stated  in  my  letter  of  the  18th 
instant,  half  a  day's  journey  south  of  Cape  Hotham,  I  travelled  over  smooth  floe, 
passing  over  small  ridges  of  apparently  young  ice  forced  into  hummocks  by  pressure,, 
and  got  into  the  land  of  North  Somerset  on  a  clear  lead,  at  the  time  going  direct 
for  Port  Rennell,  but,  as  I  before  stated,  it  being  hazy  at  the  time,  deposited  the 
notice  at  what  I  considered  the  most  conspicuous  point  to  the  eastward,  as  shown  in 
my  track.    In  fact  I  considered  I  had  got  to  the  eastward  of  the  real  point. 

(3.)  I  now  proceeded  eastward  along  the  land,  and  the  travelling  rather  hummocky 
and  tedious  our  progress  was  not  so  rapid;  however,  at  11.30  a.m.  of  the  sixth,  I 
arrived  at  Port  Leopold. 

(4.)  My  first  object  was  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the  provisions,  stores,  &c., 
which  appeared  to  me  to  be  in  rather  a  confused  -state,  with  many  empty  casks 
lying  about,  which  service  fully  occupied  me  until  noon  of  the  8th,  and  on  opening 
some  of  the  casks  I  fotmd  the  pi-ovisions  in  a  very  bad  state.  The  brine  in  the  salt 
provision  casks  was  in  hard  and  solid  masses,  and  the  pork  very  yellow,  one  piece  o± 
winch  I  boiled  was  hardly  eatalile.  One  cask  of  bread  opened  was  damp  and  greatly 
mildewed ;  tea,  peas,  barley,  suet,  and  chocolate  good ;  vinegar,  flour,  and  sugar  I 

E  2 
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Prococflingfi  of  did  noli  oiHsn,  iiH  Uk!  ];it,feor  can  liardly  have  Kiiflcrcd  ;  l)iit  tlx;  cawk  of  KUf/ar  wliif;!! 

dward  Jklclior,  C.H.  |^,,j,„,,,|y  s|)(;aks  of  iiH  liavin;,'  hcen  op(;ii(;(l  \>y  llio  Ijcars  waH  a  Kl)')i-f>  way  undor 

the  upper  surface  good.  Oranbcrrics,  pickles,  and  hrne  juice  cankH  open  and  their 
contents  lying  about  in  al  I  directions.  (Jnecask  I  Haw  marked  on  its  head  "  blanket 
bags,"  but  on  turning  it  over  it  was  found  to  contain  ohJ  newspapers,  and  the 
number  I  made  on  counting  was  272  full  and  K)eir))jfcy,  making  the  whole  282,  being 
22  .short  of  what  Sir  Jiimcs  Ross's  lists  gav(;. 

(5.)  There  was  only  the  skeleton  of  tlie  frame  of  the  house  j-emaining,  aM  the 
covering,  &c.,  torn  down  and  to  pieces,  and  I  could  only  find  suffici(;nt  remaining  to 
hang  up  at  one  corner,  under  the  lee  of  which  the  tent  was  pitched. 

(6.)  The  coals  were  all  buried  under  the  snow,  the  coke  in  bags  only  partially, 
but  apparently  short  as  to  quantity.  I  had  no  means  of  ascertaining.  I  used  some 
of  it  for  the  purpose  of  thawing  and  drying  our  blanket  bags,  for  they  were  more 
like  two  deal  boards  than  anything  I  can  compare  them  to  on  reacljing  that  place. 
In  fact  I  consider  it  was  the  means  of  averting  much  sickness,  all  the  sleeping  gear 
being  in  such  a  state  from  the  severe  weather  that  it  was  a  difficult  job  to  make 
use  of  it. 

(7.)  The  preserved  meats  were  all  of  Mr.  Goldner's  supply,  and  I  must  do  him 
the  justice  to  state  that  out  of  12  or  14  I  opened  only  one  was  bad.  They, 
however,  seemed  short  of  weight. 

(8.)  The  boat  appears  to  be  in  rather  a  precarious  position,  rather  too  close  to  the 
point,,  upon  which  there  has  been  forced  a  great  deal  of  ice,  and  one  piece,  30  or  40 
feet  high,  looks  as  if  it  would  almost  fall  into  her.  It  is  possible  that  the  point 
may  have  given  way  somewhat.  'J'he  steam  engine  is  close  to,  and  apparently 
uninjured. 

(9.)  When  I  first  saw  the  open  water  outside  Port  Leopold  I  could  hardly  conceive 
that  it  could  really  be  other  than  land  lightly  covered  with  snow,  but  on  getting 
close  saw  immediately  what  it  was.  Throwing  stones  in  it  showed  there  was  a  very 
light  covering  of  ice  at  the  time  forming  in  the  calm  still  weather,  but  not  sufficient 
to  prevent  a  seal  swimming  about,  who  looked  at  me  with  as  mtich  astonishment  as 
1  did  at  the  large  space  of  dark  surface  before  me.  This  was  the  afternoon  of  my 
arrival,  the  sixth ;  the  three  following  days  it  blew  fresh,  so  that  on  Monday,  the 
tenth,  the  day  I  came  away,  being  calm  and  fine,  I  saw  more  of  it  than  I  had 
previous,  that  dense  vapour  generally  lying  over  it  having  somewhat  dispersed. 
One  of  the  great  northern  divers  was  seen  passing  over  this  water  flying  south. 

(10.)  I  could  find  no  tallow,  which  we  were  much  in  want  of;  from  having  had 
so  much  wind  on  our  outward  journey  our  stock  was  all  expended  but  .51bs.  I, 
however,  took  a  little  oil,  but  what  I  found  in  the  cask  was  very  far  short  of  what 
is  given  in  the  lists.  I  also  took  about  251bs.  of  biscuit  and  a  case  of  pemmican, 
thinking  that  I  might  have  to  keep  well  to  the  westward  from  seeing  so  much  open 
water. 

(11.)  After  having  removed  nearly  every  cask  that  I  could  find,  partially  clearing 
the  snow  out  of  the  boat,  copying  all  notices  I  found  there,  copies  of  which  I 
inclose,  leaving  your  notices  and  a  flag  attached  to  the  signal  stafi"  still  standing,  I 
commenced  my  return  on  Monday  the  10th  of  April,  keeping  close  along  shore 
inside  the  hummocks  towards  Cape  M'Clintock,  passing  over  the  narrow  neck  of 
land  both  going  and  returning.  In  fact,  1  hardly  think  we  could  have  got  round 
Cape  Clarence  by  reason  of  the  water. 

(12.)  The  second  day  I  was  detained  after  10  A.M.  by  a  heavy  gale,  which  breaking 
early  on  the  morning  of  the  12th,  I  was  again  able  to  proceed,  but  much  to  my 
chagrin,  not  very  far-.  All  the  morning  I  had  felt  very  unwell,  when,  on  getting  a 
little  beyond  Cape  M'Clintock  at  11.30,  I  was  so  ill  that  I  could  not  move  any 
further,  obliged  to  pitch  the  tent  and  get  into  my  bag  as  fast  as  possible,  just  at  the 
time  too  when  a  fair  wind  was  springing  up.  This  was  the  second  time  I  had  been 
so  similarly  attacked  and  obliged  to  stop  (very  acute  rheumatism),  and  I  now  gave 
up  all  idea  of  going  further  west  ;  therefore  resolved  on  making  the  best  of  my  way 
to  the  ship  as  soon  as  I  recovered. 

(13.)  All  the  following  day  it  blew  a  gale  from  south,  veering  occasionally  to 
8.E.,  causing  a  very  lieavy  snow  drift,  when,  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  it 
niodoi-ated  so  niucli.  and  the  wind  swerved  to  the  west,  being  somewhat  recovered, 
that  1  WJi,s  enabled  to  pi'occsed,  and  make  foi-  the  nor'thern  shores  of  Barrow  Straits. 
About  noon,  however,  another  gale  came  on,  just  before  I  had  cleared  the  first  ridge 
of  inshore  liummocks,  which  completely  beltcid  the  shores  of  North  Somerset,  east 
from  J{,(;un(!]l,  nearly  the  whole  way  to  Port  Leopold,  and  we  were  once  more 
deiiilTKul  iiril.il  the  ne,\'t  morning,  wliich  coming  in  fine,  I  moved  on,  and  at  6.30  P.M. 
of  the  eveiiiMg  of  the  I7tli  I  got  into  the  ];uid  a  short  way  east  of  Oa,pe  Riley, 
reaching  the  shif)  the  same  ev(;ning,  as  mentioned  in  my  former  letter-. 

(M.)  In  my  journey  acrcjss  to  (Jape  llotham  the  ice  generally  was  apparently  of 
young  formation,  such  that  would  soon  break  except  that  inimediately  along 
lJi(!  sliorcis  of  (jornwa.llis  Iwliiud  as  f;i.r  a,s  I  siiw,  and  round  Beecihey  Island.  That, 
f:s[i(M;i;illy  the  latt(!i",  and  oi»  its  southern  shoi'o,  wliicOi  I  know  I'or  ccirtainty  to  be 
tin;  li(;;i,vy  stud"  driven  tl](!i-(!  by  the  gaJ(!  of  S(i|)t('iid)er  1852,  1  have  seen,  but  little 
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old  ice  in  Barrow  Straits,  and  coming  from  Port  Leopold,  after  getting  over  the  first 
belt  and  heaviest  hummocks,  all  the  remaining  journey  was  smooth  floe,  crossing 
narrow  belts  of  small  hummocks,  occasionally  formed  of  youna;  ice  by  pressure  from 
either  wind  or  current.  Among  these  hummocks  there  was  quantities  of  soft  snow, 
such  as  I  found  it  at  the  same  time  last  year  in  those  channels  between  the  islands 
in  Wellington  Channel. 

(15.)  Accompanying  this  I  forward  a  trace  of  my  route,  with  a  copy  from  my 
daily  notes  of  the  temperatures  morning  and  evening ;  also  a  copy  of  the  notices 


left. 


Goins 


Returning. 


(Sigreed) 

Detention  on  Route  : 
From  ship  to  Cape  Hotham 
Cape  Hotham  to  land  of  North 

Somerset         _       .  . 
Eastward  to  Port  Leopold 

At  Port  Leopold  -       -  - 

J  Port  Leopold  to  ship 
[And  -       -  - 


I  have,  &c., 

W.  J.  S.  PULLEN, 


Commander. 


Dys.  Hrs. 

■    2    5    by  gale. 


ditto. 


by  illness. 
J  gales,  and  examining  into 
\     state  of  provisions. 

5    by  gale. 

0    by  illness. 


Proceedings  of 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 


Total 
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Eight  to  nine  hours,  including  stoppages  for  lunch,  has  been  my  usual  travelling 
daily. 


Temperatures  taken  in  travelling  to  Port  Leopold  and  back,  between  the 
18th  March  and  l7th  April  1854. 


Generally  at 

Date. 

Remarks. 

8  A.M. 

7  P.M. 

18th  March  1854. 

-23.5 

VV  IHU.  licoll  clll  lll^llt  ilUlll  Xl.TT. 

19th 

)'  !) 

-26 

-29,5 

-TXt  O  p. Ill,  ^ditJ  CclIilD  Oil  liOlll  X>.JL5|,  y>  .  ,  lllUUli  U.illL. 

Gale  and  heavy  drift  (stopped  all  day). 

20th 

"  )5 

-31 

-32 

21st 

))  >> 

-28 

-30 

Wind  moderate  from  N.W. 

22d 

5>  !> 

-30 

-31 

Fine,  wind  N.W. 

23d 

5>  •■> 

-29 

-28 

Strong  wind,  much  drift  (stopped  all  day). 

24th 

"  » 

-29 

-24 

Strong  wind  N.N. W.  ;  no  moving  until  1 1  a.m.,  when  the 
wind  lulled,  and  we  were  enabled  to  travel  until  four, 
when  gale  up  again. 

25th 

-24 

-27 

Fine  morning,  strong  breeze  in  afternoon ;  wind  N.N.W 
heavy  drift. 

26th 

>5  » 

-23 

-28 

Fresh  breeze  from  W\N.W. ;  sent  Mr.  Jenkins  back  with 

27t]i 

disabled  men  ;  proceeded,  and  stopped  4  hours  by  gale. 

>,>  >) 

-34 

-18 

Wind  strong  N.N.W.  crossing  Barrow  Straits. 

28th 

»  » 

-28 

-19 

Wind  strong  from  west  (stopped  all  day). 

29th 

-11 

-10 

Moderate  W.N.W.  ;  best  travelling  day  yet  had. 

30th 

'>  » 

-15 

-11 

Fine  morning,  light  wind  from  east. 
Got  into  the  land,  and  deposited  notice. 

31st 

5)  ') 

-21 

-32 

1st 

April. 

-29 

-32 

Fine  weather.    One  man  sore  eyes. 

2d 

)>  55 

-31 

-23 

Wind  light  from  W.N.W.  ;  fine. 

3d 

'5  55 

-25 

-27 

Fresh  wind  from  W.N.W. 

4th 

55  5> 

-29 

-17 

Wind  light  from  west. 

5th 

55  J5 

—  12 

-  6 

Wind  light  from  N.W. ;  stopped  half  the  day  by  illness 
also  one  man. 

6th 

55  55 

—  2 

-8.5 

Wind  light  from  east,  fine  weather  ;   arrive  at  Port 

7th 

Leopold ;  see  open  water. 

55  55 

-11 

-19 

Weather  fine,  wind  light,  from  N.W. 

8th 

55  55 

-15 

-17 

Fine  weather,  wind  light  from  N.W.  in  the  morning  ; 
gale  in  the  evening  ;  much  open  water  in  Port  Leopold. 

9th 

55  55 

-10 

-15 

Gale,  wind  northerly. 

10th 

55  55 

-  9 

-17 

Fine  weather,  wind  light  from  north  ;  leave  Port  Leopold. 

11th 

55  55 

-15 

-11 

Gale  from  N.W. ;  move  on  till  10  a.m.,  then  obliged  to 

12  th 

stop. 

55  5) 

-  9 

+  2 

Fine  weather  ;  move  at  1 1 ;  illness  again,  obliged  to  stop. 

13th 

5"5  ;5 

+  1 

+  2 

Gale  from  south  and  S.E.  (stopped  all  day). 

14th 

55  55 

+  5 

-10 

Fine   morning,  wind  W.N.W. ;  move  on  till  1 1  ;  gale ; 

15th 

stop  again. 

55  55 

-12 

-  7 

Fine  weather ;  move  on. 

16th 

55  55 

-  3 

+  4 

Fine  weather. 

17th 

55  55 

+  9 

Hazy  weather ;  reach  the  ship  in  evening. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  S.  Pullen,  Commander. 


E  .3 


(  ) 


Proccedin  s  of  Commandor  Pullen,  of  H.M.8hi p  "  Nortli  Star,"  dc[i(;Hitcd  tlie»e  rioticeH  on  tJ»e  y  1  »t 

Sir  Edward  BdchtT,  C.B..     March  1 854,  wlxiii  071  his  wny  to  Por't  Leopold. 

At  Cape  Buiuiy  there  is  a  large  cache  of  provisioiiH,  also  another  sealed  notice 
from  Sir  P].  Belcher.  He  is  at  present  with  his  ship,  "  AssiHtance,"  in  the  Wellington 
Channel,  on  eastern  shores,  in  latitude  T-*)"  .'31'  N. 

Captain  Kellett  with  "  llesolute,"  S.W.,  (true)  18  miles  off  Cape  Cockburm 

On  tlie  opposite  shores  large  depots  of  provisions  are  three  miles  west  of  Allison's 
Inlet,  Assistance  Bay,  and  Cape  Hothain. 

At  Beechey  Island  a  house  has  been  built  o]y  tke  8.E.  part,  in  which  is  stored  a 
large  quantity  of  provisions,  clothing,  &c. 

The  "  ISTorth  Star  "  is  in  Erebus  Bay.    A  ship  is  expected  fi-om  England  this  year. 
Cape  Rennell,  31st  March  1854. 


Commander  Pullen,  of  H.M.Ship  "  North  Star,"  arrived  here  on  the  noon  of  the 
6th  April  1854,  and  deposited  these  notices  on  the  morning  of  the  lOth,  previous  to 
his  departure  on  return  to  Beechey  Island,  where  the  "  North  Star "  has 
wintered  1852-53-54. 

On  the  S.E.  part  of  Beechey  Island  a  large  house  was  built,  now  containing  a 
large  store  of  provisions,  &c.,  brought  out  by  H.M. Steamship  "Phoinix,"  last  year. 

Sir  E.  Belcher,  in  command  of  the  expedition,  is  at  present  witli  his  ship 
"Assistance,"  and  tender  "  Pioneer,"  on  the  east  shores  of  Wellington  Channel,  in 
latitude  75°  31'  N. 

Captain  Kellett,  with  his  ship  "  Kesolute  "  and  tender  "Intrepid,"  18  miles  S.W.of 
Cape  Cockburn,  with  the  crew  of  H.M.Ship  "Investigator"  on  board,  they  having 
deserted  their  ship  last  year,  after  being  fast  bound  in  the  ice,  1851-52-53,  in  the 
Bay  of  God's  Mercy,  on  the  north  shores  of  Baring  Island  or  Banks  Land,  and  no 
hope  of  getting  clear,  were  discovered  last  year  by  Captain  Kellett's  travelling 
parties. 

A  ship  will  most  probably  be  out  from  England  this  year ;  and  from  the  difference 
in  appearance  of  ice  when  fhially  closing  in  '53,  to  what  it  was  in  '52,  with  the  long 
prevalence  of  N.  and  N.W.  winds  this  winter,  and  so  much  open  water  as  now  to 
be  seen  here,  we  may  reasonably  expect  an  open  and  early  season  in  these  latitudes, 
or  totally  contrary  to  what  it  was  last  year. 

Provisions  are  en  cache  three  miles  west  of  Allison's  Inlet,  Assistance  Bay,  and 
Cape  Hotham,  besides  Beechey  Island  on  the  north  shore. 

On  this  shore  at  Cape  Bunny,  besides  this  place,  and  those  at  Admiralty  Inlet,  left 
by  "  North  Star"  in  '49. 

No  tidings  of  the  missing  ones. 

Port  Leopold,  10th  April  1854.    "AU  weU." 


No.  7.  (2d  part.) 

6th  Augnist  1849. 

The  signal  pule  to  which  the  cylinder  that  contains  this  paper  will  be  attached  was 
erected  by  a  party  from  H.M.  Ship  "  Enterprize  "  and  "  Investigator,"  to  du'ect  Sir 
John  Franklin,  or  any  pai'ty  from  his  expedition,  to  the  depot  of  provision  left  at 
Whaler  Point  (the  low  point  of  Leopold  Plarbour).  The  ships  having  passed  the 
last  winter  in  that  harbour,  are  now  endeavouring  to  cut  out  and  pursue  the  object 
of  their  voyage  by  examining  Wellington  Channel  and  Melville  Island,  and  wiU 
return  to  Port  Leoj)old  before  taking  a  final  departure  for  England,  should  circum- 
stances admit  of  doing  so  ;  but  the  present  appearance  of  the  ice  to  seaward,  and 
tlx;  (ixtrciiiu;  b;u;kwa,r(lnesK  of  the  season,  do  not  encourage  us  to  hope  to  accomplish 
much  during  the  bri(!f  period  of  navigable  time  now  remaining. 

■  The  ships  will  not  r(!main  in  the  neighbourhood  later  than  the  middle  of 
Septem,ber. 

(Signed.)  Jas,  C.  Ross, 

f;th  Augnfit  I84i).  Captain  H.M.Ship  "  Enterprize." 


Tllic  ju'ovisions  a,nd  stoi'os  hinded  here  from  H.M.  Ships  "  Enter[)]'izc "  and 
"  Investigator,"  being  intended  for  the  use  of  Sir  John  Franklin  and  his  party,  it  is 
earnestly  dcisinnl  that  any  other  jxirsons  (not  in  absolute  distress',  who  ma,yfm(l  them 
will  leave  theui  undistiii'lKsd, and  will  return  this  ])aper  into  tlui  cyliiuler  wdiicli  contains 
it,  iis  it  is  int(!nded  to  Inform  Sir  .John  l^'ranklin,  or  any  of  his  party  who  may 
arriv(;here,  that  the  "Entert)ri/c  "  and  "  Investigator"  having  wintered  in  this  port, 
}i,iiil  h;i,ving  sent  parties  during  the  spring  in  every  direction  in  search  of,  but  without 
oiiL;unlng  tidings,  of  them,  nvo  now  about  to  proceed  to  sea,  with  the  view  of  con- 
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tinuing  their  examination  of  the  North  shore  of  Barrow  Strait,  as  far  to  the  west-      _     Proceedings  of 
ward  as  the  season  may  permit,  and  that  they  will  endeavour  to  touch  again  at  this         ^'^^^^I'd  Be  cher,  c.B. 
port  before  they  shall  finally  for  England.  ~~ 

But  the  latter  part  of  the  plan  of  operations  must  greatly  depend  upon  circum- 
stances of  weather  and  season,  which  at  present  appears  by  no  means  favourable 
for  its  successful  execution. 

(Signed)       Jas.  Eoss, 

Captain  H.M.Ship  Enterprize. 

Port  Leopold,  (Signed)       Edward  Bird, 

15th  August  18'1'9.  Captain  "  Investigator.'' 


H.M.Ship  "North  Star." 
Port  Leopold,  Cape  Clarence,  13th  August  1850. 
This  paper  is  placed  here  to  certify  that  H.M.Ship  "'North  Star,"  was  beset  at  the 
east  side  of  Melville  Bay  on  the  29th  July  last  year,  and  gradually  drifted  from  day 
to  day,  until  on  the  26th  of  September  we  found  ourselves  abreast  of  Wolstenholm 
Island,  when  perceiving  the  ice  a  little  more  loose  and  the  sound  perfectly  clear, 
made  all  sail  and  pressed  her  through  it,  anchoring  in  the  lower  part  of  the  sound 
that  evening,  and  arrived  in  North  Star  Bay,  Wolstenholm  Sound,  on  the  1st  October, 
where  she  remained  throughou.t  the  winter,  until  the  1st  of  August  1850,  when  she 
got  liberated  and  proceeded  to  the  westwfird,  passing  through  the  pack  in  the  centre 
of  Eoss  Bay,  and  reached  Possessioa.  Bay  on  the  evening  of  the  8th  August  1850, 
where  we  left  despatches,  and  proceeded  on  to  this  place,  where  we  arrived  early  on 
the  morning  of  the  13th  August  1850. 

f  Signed)        J.  Saunders,  Master  and  Commander. 

P.S.  The  "North  Star,"  not  having  been  able  to  reach  the  west  side  last  year,  as 
contemplated  by  the  Admiralty,  and  being  entirely  without  instructions  as  to  where 
to  land  the  provisions,  she  has  therefore  now  called  here  to  see  if  any  instructions 
had  been  left  for  her  guidance. 

H.M.Ship  "North  Star,"  14th  August. 
P.S.  The  season  being  so  far  advanced,  and  the  harbour  being  so  full  of  ice,  and 
there  appearing  no  prospect  at  present  of  getting  in  to  land  the  provisions,  I  shall 
therefore  proceed  and  land  the  provision,  either  at  Port  Bowen  or  Port  Neill, 
according  to  circumstances,  as  my  orders  for  returning  to  England  this  year  are  so 
peremptory. 

(Signed)         J.  Saunders,  Master  and  Commander. 


23d  August  1850. 

The  "  Prince  Albert"  returned  here  from  off  Fury  Point,  having  been  unable  to 
proceed  towards  Brentford  Bay,  in  consequence  of  a  barrier  of  ice  extending  across 
Prince  Eegent's  Inlet.  She  is  now  about  to  proceed  to  Cape  Eeilly,  and  perhaps  to 
Cape  Hotham,  and  thence  back  to  Cape  York,  and  Prince  Eegent  Inlet's  entrance. 

(Signed)       Charles  C.  Forsyth,  Commander,  E.N. 


Port  Leopold,  21st  October  1851. 

This  notice  is  left  here  to  inform  parties  that  the  "  Prince  Albert,"  Lady  Franklin's 
little  vessel,  is  now  at  Batty  Bay,  and  will  pass  the  coming  winter  there,  and  in  the 
course  of  it  will  have  parties  searching  along  both  shores  of  Boothia  Felix  for  Sir 
John  Franklin  and  party.  A  party  of  five  having  got  separated  from  her  on  the 
9th  September  remained  here  until  this  date,  but  will  return  to  rejoin  her  to-morrow, 
a  party  from  her  under  the  conduct  of  M.  Bellot,  a  French  naval  ofiicer  (a  volunteer 
in  Lady  Franklin's  service),  having  arrived  to  inform  the  separated  party  that  the 
"  Prince  Albert"  was  safe  in  Batty  Bay,  where  she  had  been  supposed  to  have  been 
carried  to  Port  Bowen.  The  entire  crew  of  the  "  Prince  Albei-t,"  amounting  all  told 
to  eighteen,  are  in  excellent  health  and  spirits. 

The  "  Prince  Albert"  carried  out  a  large  number  of  letters  and  papers  for  those 
engaged  in  the  Arctic  Expeditions,  but  has  been  unable  to  land  them  anywhere  ;  they 
are  therefore  still  on  board. 

Commander  Sanders  of  the  "  North  Star"  landed  his  cargo  of  provisions  on  the 
eastern  shores  of  Navy  Board  inlet^  immediately  within  Woolaston  Island,  where  it 
stiU  remains  for  the  use  of  those  engaged  in  the  search  for  Sir  John  Franklin. 

While  here  the  party  of  five  from  the  "  Prince  Albert"  made  free  with  all  they 
found  here  that  could  conduce  to  their  comfort,  as  they  were  left  there  with  barely 
what  they  had  on  at  the  time  of  landing. 

(Signed)       William  Kennedy, 

Commanding  Lady  Franklin's 

private  Arctic  Expedition. 

E  4 
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,.      „  Tins  in  io  rrive  notice  iliat  Jjady  Frankliri  H  vchhoI,  ilu;  "  Princo  Allj(;rt," 

Sir  Edward  Jtelciicr,  C.13.     paHsed  tlie  Winter  ofl  851  and  1852  in  Batty  Bay.    In  January  a  party  from  li<ir 
—  visited  Fury  Beach  and  found  no  ti'accH  wliatever  of  Sir  Jolm  F/'anklin  and  party, 

the  .stores  hiuded  there  liowever  from  tlie  Fiu'y  Htill  Hafe.  Jn  f  lic  niorith  of  February 
1852,  fourteen  liands  left  the  "Prince  Albert"  again  for  Fury  Beach,  wli  ere,  after 
some  prepai'ation.s  for  a  long  journey  southward,  they  took  their  final  dcfjarture  on 
the  29th  of  Marcli.  Their  intention  was  to  have  gone  first  to  Brentford  Bay,  and 
there  cross  to  tlie  westward  with  a  view  to  strike  the  Hupposed  western  sea  of  Sir 
James  Ross,  and  then  follow  that  coast  down  to  the  magnetic  pole.  After  however 
travelling  for  about  100  miles  into  the  interior  in  a  due  west  course  from  Brentford 
Bay,  he  found  nothing  but  one  uniform  level  plain  which  it  was  suj^posed  might 
lead  to  Banks  land.  As  they  had  no  means  to  enable  them  to  reach  that  distant  point 
tliey  turned  northward,  expecting  to  find  a  channel  leading  to  the  S.W.  of  Cape 
Walker  up  to  Cape  Walker,  which  they  readied  on  the  4th  May  ;  they  found  the  land 
continuous,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Prince  Albert  Land.  From  Cape  Walker  they 
being  short  of  provisions  steered  for  this  point,  which  they  reached  on  the  loth  May. 
During  this  journey  not  the  smallest  trace  of  Sir  J ohn  Franklin  was  found.  Cape 
Walker  was  carefully  examined,  but  bore  no  evidence  whatever  of  its  having  ever 
been  visited  by  Europeans. 

Of  the  fourteen  hands,  including  ofiicers,  which  left  Fury  Beach,  eight  hands 
formed  a  fatigue  party  as  far  as  Brentford  Ba}^,  from  which  point  they  returned  to 
the  ship.  The  party  that  performed  the  above  joui-ney  were  composed  of  the 
following  individuals  :  W.  Kennedy,  M.  Bellot,  Jolm  Smith,  Andrew  Irvine,  Ricliard 
Webb,  and  Wm.  Adamson,  with  five  Esquimaux  dogs. 

When  they  reached  this  point  they  were  all  so  much  affected  with  scurvy  that 
they  had  to  delay  here  over  a  week  in  order  to  recruit.  They  are  now,  on  the 
25th  May,  ready  to  return  to  the  ship  and  only  wait  a  change  from  the  present 
boisterous  weather.  Regent's  Inlet  and  Barrow's  Straits  being  quite  open  as  far  as 
the  eye  can  reach  in  the  direction  of  Lancaster  Sound.  They  will  proceed  in  the 
gutta  percha  boat  by  water  as  far  as  they  can. 

After  reaching  the  ship  the  examination  of  the  bottom  of  Grinnell  Inlet  will 
form  a  first  object ;  then  probably  Wellington  Channel,  that  is,  provided 
Sir  J.  Franklin  will  not  be  traced  in  that  direction. 

Any  one  finding  this  is  respectfully  requested  to  send  a  copy  of  this  notice  to 
Lady  Franklin. 

(Signed)        W.  Kennedy, 
Port  Leopold,  25th  May  1852.  Commanding  Lady  Franklin's 

private  Arctic  Expedition. 


Whaler  Point,  l7th  July  1852. 

Tpiis  is  to  give  notice  that  a  party  of  ten  from  the  "  Prince  Albert,"  still  in  Batt}^ 
Bay,  arrived  here  yesterday,  their  object  being  to  take  to  the  ship  the  gutta  percha 
and  jolly  boats  which  had  to  be  left  a  little  south  of  Cape  Seppings,  the  first  on  the 
28th  of  May  last  and  the  last  in  October  1851. 

Regent's  Inlet  was  found  to  be  open  as  far  as  to  Batt}^  Bay,  but  all  south  of  that 
is  still  quite  sheeted  over  with  ice  though  evidently  breaking  up.  Batty  Bay  is 
still  fast,  the  ice  where  the  ship  is  anchored  being  5t  feet  thick.  This  gives  rise  to 
the  apprehension  that  it  will  be  late  in  the  season  before  the  ship  can  be  got  out  to 
prosecute  her  duty.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  entire  crew  at  this  date  is  in  good 
health  and  spirits,  though  in  May  all  were  more  or  less  afiected  by  scurvy ;  so  firr 
nothing  further  has  been  done  in  the  work  of  search  since  the  date  of  last  notice, 
but  this  will  be  entered  into  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

Leopold  Harbour  is  at  this  date  half  cleared  of  ice  ;  Barrow  Strait  entirely,  so  far 
as  the  eye  can  reach  in  the  dii-ection  of  Lancaster  Sound  up  to  near  Cape  Riley. 
Any  one  finding  this  notice  will  confer  a  favour  by  sending  a  copy  to 
Lady  Franklin. 

(Signed)    W.  Kennedy, 

Commanding  Lady  Franklin's 

private  Arctic  Expedition. 


The  highest  and  southernmost  point  of  this  store  was  found  to  be  11  feet  11  inches 
five  tenths  above  the  main  level  of  the  ocean,  deduced  from  liourly  tidal  and 
baroirietri(t!d  observjitioris  made;  during  the  nin(>,  months  preceding  the  Jst  of  August 
IH'VJy  on  which  day  the  measurement  was  completed. 

(Signc^d)       J  AS.  C.  R(JSS, 

Captain  II. M.  Shi})  "  Enterprize. 
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Provisions  and  Stokes  landed  from  H.M.Ship  "Investigator,"  Whaler  Point,  Proceedings  of 

Port  Leopold.  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 


Species. 

Contained  in 

Hotels. 

Half 
Hogds. 

Small 
Casks. 

Irish 
Tierces. 

Biscuit    -       -       -       -  - 

4,988  lbs. 

23 

- 

10 

- 

- 

Salt  beef    -       -     -       -  - 

266-8  „ 

- 

- 

- 

7 

Pork 

640-4  „ 

- 

- 

- 

8 

Flour       -       -       -       -  - 

8,936  „ 

17 

- 

2 

- 

- 

Suet     _       _       -  - 

112  „ 

- 

- 

1 

- 

- 

Peas           _       _  - 

14  bush. 

- 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Sugar       -       -       -       -  - 

2.000  lbs. 

- 

4 

- 

- 

Chocolate        _       _       _  - 

769  „ 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

Tea          -          -          -  - 

189  „ 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

Preserved  meats      -       -  - 

3,036  „ 

Tins 

- 

- 

- 

  soups    -  - 

1,534  pints 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

 vegetables  -       -  - 

1,742  lbs. 

Pemmican  -       -  - 

2,000  „ 

- 

- 

31 

- 

- 

Tobacco  -       -       -       -  - 

569  „ 

4 

Soap   -       -       -  - 

401  „ 

4 

Lemon  Juice          _       _  _ 

744:  gills 

8 

Pickles       -  - 

760  lbs. 

7 

Scotch  barley  -       -       -  - 

360  „ 

2 

Cranberries     _       _       -  _ 

230  „ 

5 

Pepper       -          _       „  - 

16  „ 

Salt    -          -          -  - 

16  „ 

1 

Stores,  Engineers. 


]  rotary  engine  complete. 
1  shaft. 

1  pinion  for  shaft. 
1  propeller. 

1  boiler  complete,  with  funnel,  exhaust 
pipe,  safety  valve,  lever  and  weight, 
ganger  filling  complete,  2  gauge- 
cocks,  with  man-hole  door  and  blow- 
olf  pipe. 


1  hand-pump. 

1  suction-pipe  for  ditto,  and  1  delivery 
ditto. 

1  suction-pipe  for  pump  of  engine. 
1  deliverer  for  ditto. 
1  main    steam-pipe,  with  regulating 
valve. 

4  feet  for  holding  down  boiler. 
16  bolts  for  ditto. 


Spare,  contained  in  a  Box. 


6  tubes. 

1  propeller,  sheets  steel,  dove-tailed. 

2  springs  for  slides. 

1  plunger,  crank-piece,  and  roller- wheel 
for  ditto. 

1  sheet  of  vulcanized  rul)ber  for  steam 
joints. 

1  chipping  hammer. 

2  flat  chisels. 
34  files  of  sorts. 

2  cross  cut. 

1  Memdrll  for  tubes. 


glass  ganger  tubes. 

spring  for  grease  pump. 

•g^-inch  bolts  and  nuts  for  feed  and 

hand  pump  joints,  joints  and  slide 

boxes. 


l^-inch  ditto. 
■|^-inch  ditto  for  funnel 
■g^-inch 


screws  for  joint  of  feed  and 
hand  pumps,  steam  pipes  and  water 
gangers. 

-inch  bolts  and  nuts  for  flange  of 


4  2-inch  pieces. 
17  ]-inch  pieces 
7  2-inch  bends. 


Pipes  and  Bends. 

9  1-inch  bends. 
17  1-inch  pieces. 


Loose. 


stoking  irons  and 


plunger  for  grease 
punip. 

1  spanner  for  manhole  plate. 

2  ditto,  for  1-inch   suck  bolts. 
2  ditto,      §  „ 

2  ditto  I  „ 
1  ditto  II  „ 
1  ditto  1 


wrench  for  1-inch  suck  cock, 
ditto  \  „  „ 

ditto  \  „  side  spanner, 

joining,  1  prober  for  oil  pipe  at  stern. 

cwt.  qrs.  lbs. 
Tallow,  white    -       -      3    0  5 
Cotton,  waste  -      1     0  24 

Spunyarn,  white       -      0    1  4 


F 
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Twine 
Hemp,  long 
Oil,  animal  - 
Felt 

Bath  Bricks 
Emery  paper 


cwt.  qvH.  lbs. 
0    0  12 
0    0  14 

87  gallons. 

20  slieets. 
6  in  number. 

29  sheets. 


Needles,  sail 
Oil  I'eeders 
Oil  cans,  large 


sails,  mainsail. 
„  mizen. 

„  .lib. 
„  foresail. 

„    blocks,  single  6  inch. 

5  inch. 

„         „   double  5  inch, 
clump  blocks,  4  inch. 


1 

1  „ 

1  „ 

i  „ 

14  „ 

1  „ 

9 

2  „ 
Eope,  2 


Tallow  kettle  copper« 
(Joke  - 
Coal  sacks 
White  lead  - 
Boatswain's  Stores. 

Rope  2  inches  24  fathoms. 
„    H  78 
'4-  20 
Thimbles,  8  in  number. 
Lea,ds,  hand,  2  in  number. 
Twine,  10  lbs. 

Needles,  sail,  1 0  in  number. 

„      boltrope,    2  „ 
Palms,  sailmakers,  6  „ 


12  in  number. 

2 

1 

7  tonB  2  cwt. 
J  20  in  number. 
501bH. 


inches  20  fathoms. 


Pinnace    1  in  number. 
Masts  2 
Bowsprit  1  „ 
Bumkin  1  „ 
Oars  20 


*Hand  masts,  6^  inches,  1  in  number 
Spars,  boom  2  „ 

„    middling  6  „ 

H.M.  Ship  "Investigator," 
Port  Leopold,  14th  August  1854 


Carpenter's  Stores. 

Boat  books     2  in  number. 
Copper  pump,  1  „ 
Stove  T  „ 

Hand  screw    ]  „ 
Coals  2  tons. 

Carpenter  s  Stores  used  for  House. 

Spars,  small  8  in  number. 

Ice  poles  18  „ 
Swinging  boom,  spare    1  „ 

(Signed)  Edward  Bied, 

Captain. 


List  of  Pkovisions  and  Stores  from  "  Enterprize.' 


Species. 


Biscuit  - 
Salt  beef 

 ■  pork 

Flour  - 
Suet 

Peas    -       -  - 

Oatmeal  - 

Sugar 

Chocolate 

Tea 

Lemon  Juice 

Tobacco 

Soap 

Pi'eserved  meat 

 soup 

 vegetables 

Pickles 

Cranberries 

Peminican 

Barley  - 

Pej)per 

Salt 


PJiUik 


10 

18 
4 
2 


feet. 


Quantity. 


6,077  lbs. 
288-8  „ 
640-4pieces 
7,892  lbs. 

112  „ 
14bushs. 
16  galls. 
1,750  lbs. 

772 

190 
803| 

629 

470 
3,192 
2,608 
]  ,826 

765 

225 
1,984 

120 
1:? 
16 


In  what  Packages. 


Hogds. 


Barrels. 


Half 
Hogds. 


41 


15 


19 


Small 
Casks. 


Irish 
Tierces. 


Stores. 

Mahogany  lioard 
<  )iikum,  blacik 
I'itch   '  - 
'IMu'ums 
Pitch  pot  - 


7 
6 
12 


1.08  feet. 
25  lbs. 

of  a  barrel, 
lib. 

1.  in  number. 


*  Cloth  houHing,  (luartor-dook,  1  in  number. 
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Hooks  for  ditto 

Nails,  iron,  20d. 

„  lOd. 
„   _    „  6d 

Caulking  gear,  sharp  - 
„  spike  - 

„  treenail  - 
„       malletts  - 

Axes         -       -  - 

Compasses 

Gimlets,  spike 
„  small 

Lead,  sheet 

White  paint  - 

Oil,  linseed 

Can  for  oil 

Chalk 

Mineral  tar  - 
Brush,  varnish 
Fearnonght 
Iron,  rod 

Copper  scarp  tacks 
Nails,  iron,  'SOd. 
Rugs  and  firelocks 
Caulking  iron 

„  nieeking 
Ladles,  with  spout 
Adze,  common 
Augers 

„  shanks 
Chisels      -       .  - 
15th  August  1849. 


1  in  number. 
S  lbs. 

16  „ 
9  „ 

1  in  number. 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 
2 
6 

30  lbs. 
10  „ 


pair. 

in  number. 


gallon, 
in  number, 
lbs. 

gallons, 
in  number. 
4  yards. 
10  lbs. 

2  „ 
10  „ 
1 

1  in  number. 
1 
1 
1 

12 
12 
12 


Files,  saw,  of  sorts 
Gongs        -       _  _ 
Hammers,  claw 
„  clench 
set 

„        sheathing  - 
Hatchets   -       -  - 
Hooks,  nail 
Irons,  soldering 
Knives,  drawing- 
Lines,  chalk 
Malletts  - 
Mauls,  double  head 
pen 

Planes,  jack 

„      smoothing  -  - 

Housing,  cloth  - 

Coals  -       -  - 

Punches,  brad  and  nail 

Rules        -       -  - 

Saws,  compass  -    1  „ 

,,  cross  cut  -  -  1  „ 
„  hand  -  -  -  2  „ 
„     Avhip        -       -    2  „ 

Hand  mast  6i  hands  -    1  „ 

Spar  boom   -       -     -  1 
„    small  -       -       -  3 

Ice  poles        ■■       -    -  13  „ 

Capstan  bar  (broken)  -    1  „ 

Bed  bottom        -       -    1  „ 

(Signed)       Jas.  C,  Ross,  Captain. 


12  in  number. 

2 
2 
1 
1 
4 
2 
2 
1 
2 
1 
1 
1 
1 
1 

_L 

2  " 

2  tons. 
1  in  number. 
2 


Proceedings  of 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 


Abstract. — Schepole  of  Travellixg  Operations  in  the  Spring  of  1854,  by  the  Officers  and  Crews 
of  H.M.S.  "Assistance"  and  Tender,  from  and  to  theu-  Winter  Quarters  in  Disaster  Bay, 
Wellington  Channel.   Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B.,  commanding  Arctic  Squadron. 


Distance 
travelled. 

New 
Coast 
Line. 

Game  procured. 

Miscellaneous. 

Officer's  Rank. 

Number  of  Days 
Abseiit. 

"3 

o 

1 

So 
o 

CJ 

O 

Statute. 

Explored. 

Not  explored 

Total.  1 

t-i 
O 

1 

Deer. 

p. 

K 

S 

Pounds  of  Meat 
therefrom. 

No.  of  Cairns 
built  and 
Rt'cords 
deposited. 

No.  of  Charts 
of  the  Dis- 
coveiies  with 
Positions  of 
Depots. 

Remarks. 

Commander 

47 

454 

522-7 

3 

1 

Tracli  Chart 

Lieutenant  - 

48 

471 

542-1 C 

1 

6 

2 

Lieutenant  - 

Mate  - 

47 

364 

421 

1 

Mate  - 

39 

351 

406 

1 

5 

2 

Act.  Mate  - 

39 

331 

383i 

Master 
additional 

10 

110 

128 

_  Mate  - 

10 

108 

124i 

Lieutenant 

54 

62-11 

Mate  - 

10 

114 

131 

Lieutenant  - 

Officer's  Name 
and  Period  embraced. 


Geo.  H.  Eiohards  ■ 

3  May  -> 
"Walter  Wm.  May  ■ 


1  March  ■) 


1854. 


13  May  -> ' 
John  P.  Cheyne 

Tras.  B.  Herbert 

3  May  J 
Jas.  B.  Grove 
17March|,gs^_ 
13  May  -> 
Fredk.  W.  Pym 
17March-)jgg4_ 
13  May  J 
John  H.  Allard 
^}  May  1854. 

Fras.  B.  Herbert 
11  May  1854. 

Walter  Wm.-May 

~  I  Mav  1854. 
'la  J 

Jas.  B.  Grove 
"Walter  AVm.  May 


Note — The  number  of  days  are  those  actually  travelling;  omitting  the  periods  on  board  the  "Resolute"  and    North  Star. 

Edward  Belchee, 

I2tli  July  1854.  Captain  commanding  Expedition. 
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Copies  of  other  Orders  ordered  to  be  forwarded  by  Commander  PuUen  from  Beechey         Proceedings  of 

Island.  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

By  W.  J.  S.  PuUen,  Commander  of  H.M.  Ship  "  North  Star." 
Memo. 

Having  appointed  you  for  the  important  duty  of  watching  the  tides  at  tlie 
position  assigned  at  the  entrance  of  Wellington  Channel,  with  full  confidence  in  my 
selection  for  its  full  performance,  I  inclose  you  herewith  for  your  guidance  a  copy  of 
the  orders  I  have  received  from  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  K.C.B.,  commanding 
the  Arctic  Squadron,  relative  to  this  duty,  and  which  you  tvill  fully  comply  with, 
leaving  on  this  service  to-morrow  morning,  the  24th  inst.,  taking  with  you  a  tent, 
&c.,  with  two  men,  already  allotted  and  provisioned  for  three  days. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  H.M.  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
this  23d  July"  185 4. 

(Signed)  W.  J.  S.  PULLEN, 

Commander. 

To  Mr.  Stephen  Court,  Acting  Master  (Supy.), 
H.M.  Ship  "  North  Star." 


Edward  Belcher,  Captain  commanding  Arctic  Expedition,  to  Commander  Pullen. 
Memo. 

I  WISH  the  run  of  the  tides  to  be  particularly  watched  at  a  position  at  least  three 
miles  west  (true)  from  the  northern  flag  staff  on  Beechey  Island,  before,  on,  and  after 
the  25th  at  noon. 

The  observations,  weather  permitting,  to  commence  at  9  a.m.  and  terminate  at 
4  P.M.  of  the  24th,  25th,  and  26th  respectively.  And  the  following  matters  to  be 
embraced  : — 

1st.  The  magnetic  direction  of  the  flood  and  ebb  courses,  reduced  to  true  bearings 
should  the  sun  be  visible,  to  be  taken  in  the  manner  presently  described. 
2nd.  The  depth  of  water. 

3rd.  Whether  the  deep  stray  differs  from  the  direction  of  the  upper  current  beneath 
the  ice. 

4th.  The  temperature  of  the  sea  at  the  A.M  and  p.m.  extreme  periods. 
The  mode  of  determining  the  current  line  will  be  by  a  suspended  hand  lead  attached 
at  a  depth  of  5  fathoms  to  a  pole  spanning  the  crack  or  hole,  Eig.  1. 


Fig,  1, 


11 


Fig.  2, 


A-  water  vane  (similar  to  those  used  at  mast-heads)  of  a  quarter  moon  pattern, 


two  feet  between  the  cusps,  with  a  cotton 
burgee  tail,  can  be  easily  seen  at  6  feet  or 
more  beneath  the  surface.  It  sho  ul  d  beat 
least  2  feet  below  the  lower  level  of  the  I 
floe  and  traverse  on  a  wooden  spindle,  as 
shown  above,  Fig.  2. 

F 
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Proceedings  of  If  the  position  can  be  obtained  in  sight  of  a  fhifr  on  tlio  northern  wlope  of  tfiiw 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.     Inland,  we  can  easily  Hccure  tlie  true  bearing,  if  ttie  line  of  direction  he  refen-ed  to  it 
by  sextant  as  beneatli. 


PIKE  OBSERVER 


The  magnetic  direction  however  will  be  sufficiently  exact  if  carefully  observed, 
and  is  less  likely  to  be  involved  in  error  by  reason  of  two  observers. 

The  officer  selected  for  this  duty  must  be  one  in  whom  you  have  full  confidence, 
as  the  matter  at  some  future  period  may  become  subject  of  severe  discussion.  I  wish 
therefore  to  have  our  facts  from  the  pui-est  sources,  beyond  mere  cavil  or  assertion. 

(Signed)       Edward  Bklchek, 

Captain  comuianding 

Arctic  Expedition. 

To  Commander  Pullen,  H.M.  Ship  "  North  Star." 


H.M.  Ship  "  North  Star/'  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  26th  July  1854. 

In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I  have  for  the  last  three  days,  at  the  times  specified, 
kept  a  register  of  the  "set"  of  the  tides,  &c.  in  the  "Wellington  Channel,"  three 
miles  west  (true)  from  Beechey  Island  ;  and  have  the  honour  to  forward  you  on  the 
other  side  hereof  a  copy  of  the  same. 

I  have,  &c,. 

Stephen  Court,  Acting  Master. 

To  Commander  W.  J.  S.  Pullen, 
H.M.  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island 


Tidal  Observations  to  ascertain  the  Set  of  the  Current  in  the  "  Wellington  Channel,"  Three  Miles 

West  (true)  from  Beechey  Island. 


Set  of  Tide. 

Date. 

Time. 

Remarks. 

Magnetic. 

Variation. 

True. 

H 

S.  40°  W. 

141°  W. 

N.  79°  E. 

At  8  11. n:.,  temperature  of  the  sea  two  feet 

beloAv  the  ice,  +  29°. 
Current  very  feeble  until  noon.    Deptli  of 
Avatcr  68  fathoms,  bottom  soft,  nothing 

9 

S.  67"  ."'O"  W. 

)j 

S.  78°  30"  E. 

brouglit  up  by  the  lead. 

10 

S.  fu"    0"  w. 

S.  84-    0"  E. 

i  1 

S.  '17"   0"  V,'. 

)) 

N.  86"   0"  1-:. 

At  1  p.m.,  crack  opening,  and  current 
increasing  in  strength. 

12 

s.  '17"  0"  \y. 

>j 

N.  86"    0°  E. 

From  2  until  6  (inclusive)  current  strong, 
8up|)0sed  fi'om  1-1-  to  2  knots  per  hour. 

1 

S.  67"  ;!()"  w. 

)) 

S.  73"  30"  K. 

At  4,  (cmporaturo  +  29". 

2 

West. 

)) 

S.  r>  1     0"  K. 

At  7  i).m.,  current  began  to  slacken,  and 
continued  shiick  until  9  ;  set  being  from 
N.  79o  JO.  (,o  N.  86"  .10.  (true). 

'•> 

W.l).y  N.  ;  N. 

)) 

8.  37  '    0"  K 

At  10  ])  m.,  ice  begiui  closing  and  tide  to  set 

N.  37"  VV.  (true),  wliicii  it  continncd 
doing  until  niidniglit. 

4 

W.  hy  N.  N. 

S.  :',r  0"  11 
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Set  of  Tide. 

Time. 

Magnetic. 

Variation. 

Time. 

8 

N.  47°  E. 

141°  W. 

S.  86°  W. 

9 

S.  35°  W. 

55 

N.  74°  E. 

10 

S.  40°  W. 

55 

N.  79°  E. 

1  1 

si  40°  W 

55 

TSr  *7Q°  V 

12 

S.  11=  w. 

55 

N.  50°  E. 

1 

S  40°  W 

55 

isr  79° 

9 

5J 

3 

W.  by  N.iN. 

55 

S.  37°  F. 

4 

W.  by  N.  i  N. 

55 

S.  37°  E. 

Eemarks. 


At  7  a.m.,  current  hardly  perceptible,  and 
in  the  same  direction  as  at  8. 

At  10,  crack  opened  to  the  width  of  three 
feet,  current  very  feeble. 

At  8,  temperature  +  29°. 

At  1  . 40  p.m.,  strength  of  current  increas- 
ing, and  direction  steady,  at  S.  37°  E. 
(true)  until  8. 

At  4,  temperature  +  29°. 

From  8  until  9,  current  slacking,  direction 
by  vane  from  S.  40°  W.  (mag.),  or  N. 
79°  E.  (true)  to  S.  37°  E.  (true);  strength 
not  sufficient  to  keep  the  vane  straight. 

From  9  until  9 .  30,  N.  79°  E.  (true)  to 

N.  6°  W.  (true)  very  feeble. 
At  11,  crack  opened  to  4  ft.  6  in.,  current 

about  f  of  a  knot  per  hour ;  at  midnight 

direction  N.  ]  9°  W.  (true). 


9 
10 

11 
ISToon. 
1 


W.  by  N.  i  N. 

W.  by  N.  i  N. 
S.  40°  W. 

S.  lOo  W. 
S.  47°  W. 
S.  47°  W. 

S.  67°  30°  W. 


W.  by  N.  i  N. 
W.  by  N.  1 N. 


141°  W. 


S.  37°  E. 

S.  37°  E. 
N.  79=  E. 

N.  49°  E. 
N.  86°  E. 
N.  86°  E. 

S.  73°  30°  E. 


S.  37°  0°  IC. 
S.  37°    0°  E. 


From  4  a.m.  until  6  the  crack  was  closed, 

and  unable  to  see  the  vane  from  its  being 

foul  of  the  ice. 
From  6  until  9  the  direction  was  steady  at 

S.  37°  E.  (true)  ;  at  8,  temperature  +  29°. 
At  9,  current  slacking ;  at  9 . 30  direction 

S.  73°  30°  E.  (true)  ;  at  9  .45  S.  84°  E. 

(true)  ;  at  10  N.  79°  E.  (true)  ;  at  10.30 

N.  85  E.  (true). 
At  11 .  30  N.  39°  E.  (true)  ;  current  very 

feeble  from  10. 
At  2,  current  commencing  to  run  down 

channel  very  feeble. 
At  4,  temperature  +  29°  soundings  ;  68 

fathoms,  bottom  soft;  nothing  brought 

up  by  the  lead. 
As  far  as  could  be  ascertained,  the  direc- 
tion of  the  deep  stray  does  not  differ 

from  the  upper  current. 


The  vane  used  for  determining  the  set  of  the  current  answered  its  purpose  completely,  and  could 
be  plainly  distinguished  at  a  depth  of  14  feet. 

Stephen  Court,  Acting  Master. 


No.  11. — Copy  of  confidential  Letter  to  Captain  Kellett. 

H.M.S.  "  Assistance/' off"  Cape  Osborn, 
Sir,  1st  February  1854. 

In  my  former  instructions  of  October  last  I  had  not  so  well  considered  matters  as 
at  the  present  moment,  and  it  occurs  to  me  that  I  have  not  been  so  precise  or  urgent 
as  the  nature  of  their  Lordships'  intentions  require. 

We  are  not  now  left  to  our  own  feelings,  our  zeal,  or  our  judgment,  and  we  know 
not  what  may  be  the  orders  which  will  arrive  in  July  or  August ;  but  I  csijx  foresee 
them,  and  it  becomes  my  duty  to  meet  them  in  the  same  spirit. 

Taking  into  consideration  therefore  that  similar  orders  will  be  given  respecting  the 
next  steamer,  she  cannot  be  retained  beyond  the  1st  of  September.  Whatever 
powers  may  be  left  to  me  to  await  your  extrication,  I  must  send  home  every  soul 
who  is  useless  here,  or  whose  death  may  result  from  that  oozing  out  of  fancied  zeal 
which  brought  them  here. 

You  must  therefore  read  the  1 3th,  1 4th,  1 5th,  1 6th  and  1 7th  paragraphs  as  definitive 
orders  for  abandonment  to  all  who  are  not  to  stay  behind,  and  I  see  no  use  (myself) 
not  being  in  a  position  to  judge,  of  leaving  a  crew,  if  the  vessel  is  safely  placed. 

The  facility,  or  otherwise,  of  Richards'  enterprize  will  guide  you  better  than  any- 
thing I  can  advance.  I  prefer,  if  new  hands  are  sent  out,  that  the  depot  shall  be  at 
Beechey  Island  and  Port  Dundas,  of  which  inquire  of  Eichards. 

But  bear  in  mind  that  the  lives  of  all  the  "  touched"  must  be  secured  by  their 
presence  at  Beechey  Island  before  the  1st  of  September.  I  may  send  away  "  North 
Star"  even  before  that  date,  with  invalids  and  "  Investigators." 

F  4 
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„.  i"^?     ri  T)        Under  every  advanWe,  I  cannot  .se(;  the  pro8i>ect  of  your  r-ilcaHe  pnHi  Cape 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.  ,        u  j.i     t  i.    i?  c<    j.      i  mi      .  •  i  x  /'^\  i    x  r  i  -j 

  Hothau)  beioro  the  Ist  or  Septernbei-.     ilie  Hteamcjr  jnight  ({),  but  J  have  Horne  jdf;a 

tliat  if  you  abandon  it  will  be  at  Melville  Island,  for  I  can  readily  imafrjnc  the  painn 

and  penalties  of  such  a  proceeding  before  reaching  a  place  of  Hecv/rity  ;  and  where 

indeed  such  an  event  might  be  inore  than  hazai'dous. 

I  have  not  the  slightest  conception  how  many  might  be  induced  to  j'cmain  out  in 
any  of  the  vessels,  but  as  far  as  I  can  see  into  tlie  constitutions  of  those  who  Jiave 
been  out  before,  and  talk  most,  I  should  not  think  it  safe  to  leave  any  volv/nieers 
beyond  Beechey  Island  ;  not  for  want  of  spii'it,  ljut  from  their  inability  to  travel  at 
the  requisite  moment.  Tliis  becorries  a  matter  beyond  surgical  advice  ;  we  who  have 
commanded  so  many  years  know  full  well  liow  suddenly,  without  disease,  men  droop 
and  will  not  recover,  in  fact,  make  up  their  ininds  to  die.  I  have  many  men  fit  to 
travel  40  miles,  or  to  the  "  North  8tar,"  but  it  would  go  hard  to  make  them  travel 
from  Northumberland  Sound,  had  we  been  frozen  in  there  all  this  season.  Indeed 
it  is  a  matter  beyond  our  feelings,  and  as  I  can  only  read  their  Lordships'  instructions 
to  mean  that  a  crew  was  to  be  left,  if  I  thought  proper  in  .September  last,  if  it  be 
their  intention  (and  they  will  know  if  it  be  important  by  the  failure  of  intelligence 
from  Captain  Collinson)  fresh  volunteers  will  be  sent  from  England. 

Captain  Richards  may  however  inform  you  of  my  reasons  for  moving  east  to  Port 
Dundas  before  the  season  closes,  as  I  have  strong  suspicions  that  the  fate  of  Sir  John 
is  to  be  sought  southerly  of  Lancaister  Sound,  and  the  assistance  of  the  interpreter  ol 
the  "  Investigator"  is  important. 

I  do  not  perceive  that  you  have  taken  Commander  M'Clure  under  youi-  command. 
I  therefore,  to  place  this  matter  beyond  any  possible  doubt,  inclose  to  you  the  requisite 
order,  and  you  will  bear  him  and  officers  on  your  books  as  "  supernumeraries  for 
victuals  and  wages/'  but  not  doing  duty  (unless  by  your  orders)  in  which  you  will  be 
guided  by  the  Admiralty  instructions. 

Should  Captain  CoUinson  fortunately  reach,  you  will  pursue  the  same  course,  and 
not,  under  any  consideration,  risk  the  detention  of  another  season. 

These  are  the  views  of  Government,  and  having  so  far  explained  myself,  I  will  not 
hamper  you  with  further  instructions  "  than  meet  me  at  Beechey  Island  with  the  crews 
of  all  vessels  before  the  26th  of  August." 

Trusting  to  an  aU-mercifiil  Providence  that  you  may  be  able  safely  to  effect  this, 
and  that  we  may  all  meet  in  health  and  cheerfulness  at  Beechey  Island, 

Believe  me,  &c., 

Captain  H.  Kellett,  C.B.,  Edward  Belchee, 

H.M.S.  "  Kesolute.''  Captain  commanding  Arctic  Squadi-on. 


No.  8. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  reporting 
his  Proceedings  to  15th  August  1854. 

H.  M.  Ship  "Assistance's"  Gig, 
Northumberland  Depot,  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  15th  August  1854. 

In  continuation  of  my  last,  of  10th  March  of  this  year,  I  beg  to  inform 
you,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
that  in  pursuance  of  the  orders  therein  referred  to,  Commander  Richards 
left  me  for  Beechey  Island  on  the  22d  February,  but  was  unable,  by  the 
non-arrival  of  his  supporting  sledges,  to  make  good  his  starting  westerly 
until  the  l6th  March,  when  he  crossed  Wellington  Channel  to  Cape 
Hotham,  missing  Lieutenant  Hamilton  advancing  with  a  dog  sledge  on  a 
similar  mission  fi'om  Captain  Kellett  to  myself;  but  fortunately  meeting 
with  Mr.  (Jourt,  acting  master  of  H.M.S.  "Investigator,"  proceeding  to 
Beechey  Island,  he  learned  from  him  the  position  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute," 
and  having  lightened  his  sledge  of  extra  provision  pushed  on  more  easily. 

On  the  .'iOth  Mai-cli,  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  having  been  10  days  detained 
by  bad  weather  at  liecchey  Island,  arrived  at  H.M.S.  "Assistance"  with 
the  dog  slcdg(!,  making  a,  most  rapid  passage  between  the  "  Resolute  "  and 
"  Assist;ince." 

He  was,  after  being  recruited,  again  despatched  to  the  "Resolute"  with 
my  reply. 

(Japtain  Kelkll  \hv.\)  (lesjiatched  (Jommander  M'Clintock  upon  the 
arrival  of  Commander  Ricliards.  He  also  made  his  journey  nmch  in  the 
same  st  yle,  tlnis  iillbrdlng  ])i-()()l"  iluit  the  energies  of  our  olliceis  and  men 
even  under  this  trying  service,  subject  to  two  winters'  imprisonment  and 
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spring  travel,  for  the  advance  in  the  face  of  N.W.  gales  in  Pvlarch  is  almost     sir  Edward  Befchfr 

beyond  the  endurance  of '  the  human  frame,  had  not  abated.     Indeed,      '   ^^'^ 

Commander  Richards  and  his  crew  suffered  most  seriously,  particularly  in 
their  faces. 

In  the  altered  aspect  of  affairs,  the  supplies  intended  to  connect  the  chain 
of  cachettes  between  Beechey  and  Melville  Islands  became  somewhat 
modified ;  but  the  documents  herewith  enclosed  will,  I  trust,  satisfy  their 
Lordships  that  no  chance  of  failure  can  be  expected  on  the  five  stations, 
viz..  Cape  Hotham,  Assistance  Bay,  a  point  east  of  Alison  Creek,  Cape  No.  i. 
Cockburn,  and  Dealy  Island. 

The  instructions  relating  to  supplies  to  be  placed  to  aid  Captain 
Collinson's  possible  journey  by  the  southern  side  were  also  carried  into 
effect  by  Commander  Pullen  and  other  sledge  officers  visiting,  leaving  no.  2. 
notices  at  Cape  Walker,  Cape  Bunny  (and  cachettes).  Cape  Rennell, 
Griffith  Island,  and  Port  Leopold ;  full  particulars  were  also  left  of  all 
operations  at  Cape  Hotham,  where  two  whale  boats  have  been  left  to  aid 
the  retreat  of  any  parties  arriving  alter  the  water  has  made. 

The  depot  at  Port  Leopold  was  examined  in  detail  by  Commander  No.  3. 
Pullen,  as  per  enclosed  report.    He  suflered  much  from  snow-blindness 
and  rheumatism.    He  reports  open  water  to  the  eastward  of  Port  Leopold 
in  March  last. 

Fresh  instructions  were  forwarded  by  me  by  which  the  ]"elief  sledges 
were  directed  to  move  on  to  Cape  Cockburn  and  the  "  Resolute,"  and  to 
aid  Captain  Kellett  in  the  transport  of  stores  and  valuables  to  Beechey 
Island,  which  they  finally  reached  on  the  28th  of  May. 

On  the  19th,  Dr.  Domville,  by  very  great  exertion,  succeeded  in  convey- 
ing to  Beechey  Island  a  seaman  (Thomas  Morgan)  belonging  to  H.M.S. 
"  Investigator,"  in  the  last  stage  of  disease,  but  he  expired  on  the  22d. 

This  journey,  a  distance  of  I90  statute  miles,  was  accomplished  in  10^ 
days  by  the  aid  of  a  dog  sledge ;  but  I  cannot  help  remarking  that  it  is 
obvious,  from  the  condition  of  the  patient  and  the  sledge,  incumbered  also 
by  an  attendant  invalid,  that  Dr.  Domville  performed  his  journey  chiefly 
if  not  entirely  on  foot. 

I  will  now  revert  to  the  connection  of  my  communication  relative  to  the 
western  division  since  June  1853. 

Captain  Kellett  had  withdrawn  the  crew  of  the  "  Investigator "  that 
season,  and  up  to  the  17th  August  remained  icebound  in  his  winter  quarters 
without  the  slightest  indication  of  release  ;  but  the  eventful  gale  of  17- 18th 
August  suddenly  came  on  him. 

The  ice  instantly  broke  up,  and  so  unexpectedly  were  the  vessels  driven 
to  sea,  that  some  important  articles  of  ships  furniture  were  left  behind. 

The  vessels  continued  drifting  to  and  fro  helpless  in  the  pack  for  87  days ! 
eventually  becoming  fixed  on  the  1 2th  November,  28  miles  S. W,  of  Cape  No.  4, 
Cockburn,  in  75  fathoms.      The  best  work  made  good  in  56  days  was 
S.  75  E.  69  miles.    I  beg  to  enclose  a  tracing  of  this  drift. 

I  make  use  of  these  figures  to  explain  more  clearly  how  necessary  my 
definitive  orders  were  to  withdraw  crews  and  repair  to  Beechey  Island,  as 
no  hope,  from  her  southern  position,  and  cut  off  from  any  chance  of"  land- 
leads"  by  the  northern  shore,  could  reasonably  remain  of  their  extrication 
this  season,  in  time  to  obey  the  positive  orders  under  which  I  accepted  this 
command,  viz. :  That  the  safety  of  the  crews  must  precede  any  idea  of 
extricating  the  ships. 

But  at  the  date  at  which  I  pen  this,  when  all  the  ships  ought  to  be  out 
of  Lancaster  Sound,  no  such  hope  could  be  entertained  of  release  to  any 
western  ships  or  crews. 

Mr.  Sainsbury,  mate  of  H.M.S.  "Investigator,"  who  had  been  safely 
brought  "up  to  the  "  Resolute,"  had  so  far  rallied  as  to  be  able  to  enjoy 
exercise  on  shore,  and  derived  amusement  from  witnessing  feats  of  races 
and  other  sports  over  which  Captain  Kellett  was  presiding,  when  so  un- 
expectedly blown  out ;  but  he  declined,  and  finally  expired  on  the  14th 
November  1853. 

I  have  thought  fit  to  erect  here  in  rear  of  this  house,  on  a  commanding 
terrace,  a  substantial  pillar,  on  which,  stamped  on  leaden  plates,  the  names  ^• 
I.  G 
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ProceedinKs  of  and  particulars  relative  to  all  who  have  died  in  the  execution  of  their  duty 
;dwardneicher, C.B.        ^^^-^  expedition  are  recorded.    1  herewitli  enclfjse  n  copy. 

The  result  of  the  spring  operations  of  Captain  Kellett  is  comprised  in  the 
following- : 

Commander  M'Clintock  and  Lieutenant  Mecham  continue  their  western 

search  on  Melville,  and  the  newly  discovered  c(;vering  island,  named  (pro 
tern.)  Patrick's  Island,  in  hcmour  of  His  Royal  Highness  Prince  Arthur  William 
Patrick  Albert.  No  land  having  been  discovered  westerly,  I  think  it  may 
safely  be  inferred,  from  the  reports  of  these  officers  combined  with  those  of 
Commander  M'Clure  from  Banks  Land,  that  the  western  sea  washing  that 
land  was  that  of  the  Great  Arctic  Ocean,  of  which  probably  North  Cornwall 
is  the  northern  and  western  outlying  island.  The  increased  thickness  of 
the  ice  on  all  their  western  limits  fully  warrants  the  assumption  of  oceanic 
ice  fatal  to  navigation. 

Another  party  was  despatched  to  the  "  Investigator,"  and  for  reasons 
presently  to  be  explained  and  now  much  to  be  regretted,  omitted  to  act  on 
orders  (or  powers)  given  by  Captain  Kellett,  to  try  back  on  the 
*'  Investigator's"  ground  for  traces  of  her  consort.  They  merely  returned 
bringing  the  crew  of  the  "  Investigator." 

Upon  all  these  subjects,  upon  the  extraordinary  supplies  of  musk  oxen, 
deer,  game,  &c.,  and  the  satisfactory  improvement  ofthe  invalids  of  H. M.S. 
"  Investigator,"  the  letters  of  Captain  Kellett  contain  such  ample  information 
that  I  fear  I  should  mar  their  effect  by  any  further  attempt  at  consolidation 
of  their  contents. 

Fortunately,  before  my  orders  had  reached  Captain  Kellett,  he  had  fore- 
seen the  importance  of  making  good  the  search  alluded  to,  and  had 
despatched  two  officers  to  visit  his  depot  at  Dealy  Island  ;  on  to  H.M.S. 
"  Investigator,"  and  to  search  Prince  of  Wales  Inlet,  or  Strait,  for  traces  of 
Captain  CoUinson,  depositing  the  requisite  notices  of  the  depots  at  Melville 
as  well  as  on  the  route  to  Beechey  Island. 

That  the  selection  of  his  officers  was  judicious  is  so  fully  borne  out  by  the 
result,  and  expeditious  rate  of  travel,  unparalleled  in  these  regions,  no  man 
can  doubt. 

I  can  assure  their  Lordships  that  I  should  be  very  sorry  to  command 
any  officers,  or  men,  unless  under  cases  of  great  emergency,  to  equal  or 
exceed  the  feats  of  those  sledge  officers  and  their  crews. 

No  money,  honours,  or  other  rewards  can  compensate  for  the  injury 
suffered  in  constitution  generally  by  the  insidious  winter.  Illness  followed 
too  closely  the  journies  performed  the  last  two  seasons  by  the  crews  ofthe 
vessels  under  my  command.  And  my  opinion  is  borne  out  as  to  the  greater 
rigour  and  intensity  of  climate  here,  by  the  working  crew,  our  companions 
here,  of  the  land  service  expeditions. 

But  it  is,  I  trust,  sufficient  for  my  purpose  to  assure  their  Lordships  and 
the  country  that  those  men  who  have  executed  more  than  they  were 
expected  to  complete  by  their  orders  merit  approbation,  We  simply  hope  we 
have  done  our  duty. 

Lieutenant  Mecham  and  Mr.  Krabbe,  master  of  the  "  Resolute," 
additional  for  service  in  "  Intrepid,"  being  selected  left  H.M.S.  *'  Resolute" 
on  the  3d  of  April.  They  reached  the  "  Sailors'  Home,"  Dealy  Island,  on 
the  12th,  somewhat  touched  by  snow-blindness  and  sore  feet  at  this  early 
period  ofthe  season,with  a  temperature  varying  between  6  and  37  below  zero. 

"  The  Home"  was  found  in  perfect  condition,  well  banked  up  with  snow 
on  the  outside,  but  the  interior  perfectly  free  from  "drift."  (Captain 
Kellett  speaks  in  high  terms  of  his  carpenter,  Mr.  Deans,  who  was  the 
architect.  His  conduct  subsequently  under  me  merits  also  my  praise.)  A 
portion  of  bread  in  one  of  the  tanks  was  found  to  be  slightly  damaged,  and 
one  rimi  cask  about  one-fourth  short  of  contents. 

They  expei-icnced  some  difficulty  in  effecting  an  entry,  owing  to  the 
door  being  barricaded  by  fro/cMi  sods,  and  the  necessary  implements  for 
work  secured  inside,  a  caution  not  lost  upon  thein. 

After  (;()nii)1('ting  provision  and  securing  "  tlie  Home"  they  proceeded 
on  the  Kith,  deposited  a  record  on  the  "sandstone  in  Winter  Harboui-," 
croHsed  over  Port  Hearne  niid  travelled  about  three  miles  off  the  land 
towards  (Jape  Providence. 
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On  the  18th  they  shaped  then-  course  for  Cape  Russell,  the  N.E.  point     .  Proceedings 
of  Baring  or  Banks  Land,  forming  the  western  point  of  entrance  to  Prince       ^'^^"'"^  Bekher,  c.b. 
of  Wales  Strait,  and  changing  their  hours  of  travel  from  day  to  night  in 
order  to  avoid  the  glare  of  the  sun's  rays  reflected  from  the  snow. 

About  the  centre  of  the  Strait  dividing  Melville  Island  from  Banks  Land 
they  found  the  floes  old  and  of  greater  extent,  and  as  they  approached 
the  southern  land  fogs  frequently  prevailed  entangling  them  amongst 
hummocks  and  deep  snow,  which  rendered  travel  laborious  and  harassing. 

On  the  24th  April  the  land  was  indistinctly  seen  by  telescope  about  six 
miles  distant,  and  shortly  after,  on  the  atmosphere  clearing,  they  found 
that  they  had  passed  through  a  belt  of  old  ice,  and  had  to  contend  with  a 
large  extent  of  "  young  pressed  up  ice." 

On  the  25th  they  reached  a  low  point  at  the  entrance  of  an  inlet,  on 
which  they  encamped  believing  it  to  be  Cape  Russell,  as  the  high  land  of  Cape 
Providence  on  M  elville  Island  was  distinctly  visible  bearing  about  N.  £  E. 

At  this  position  Lieutenant  Mecham  deposited  eleven  days  provisions, 
and  Mr.  Krabbe  parted  company  in  the  prosecution  of  his  instructions,  to 
seek  the  "  Investigator"  in  the  Bay  of  Mercy,  examine  her  condition,  search 
for  records,  and  on  his  return  to  the  "  Sailors'  Home"  on  Dealy  Island  to 
re-examine  and  separate  the  damaged  bread. 

Quitting  this  cachette  Lieutenant  Mecham  proceeded  to  the  S.W. 
following  the  trend  of  the  land,  but  on  the  26th  discovered  that  he  was  in  error. 
Retracing  his  steps  he  took  up  his  cachette  and  entered  Prince  of  Wales 
Strait.  He  infers  from  his  bearings  of  Melville  Island  that  the  gap  laid 
down  by  Mr.  Wynniatt,  mate  of  H.M.S.  "  Investigator,"  was  the  one  he 
fell  into,  and  therefore  should  be  further  west  than  placed  on  the  chart 
supplied  him  (by  Commander  M'Clure). 

He  proceeded  easily  down  this  strait,  finding  drift  woo'd  (that  great 
luxury  of  more  southern  Arctic  travellers)  in  great  abundance. 

On  the  4th  of  May  at  midnight  he  landed  on  the  Princess  Royal  Islands, 
where  on  examining  the  cairn  he  was  amply  rewarded  for  his  exertions  by 
the  discovery  of  the  records  left  by  Captain  Collinson  of  H.M.S.  "  Enter- 
prize,"  who  having  entered  this  strait  on  the  30th  August  1851  passed  up 
to  Cape  Peel,  returned,  and  after  following  the  west  coast  of  Baring 
Island  as  high  as  72°  55'  N.  without  being  able  to  eflTect  a  passage,  returned  , 
and  wintered  1851-2  in  lat.  71°  35'  N.  and  long.  117°  W.,  of  which  the 
tracing  enclosed  will  exhibit  the  winter  quarters.  No.  6. 

The  record  intimated  that  further  information  of  his  movements  would 
be  found  upon  an  islet  in  71°  36'  N.,  long.  119°  W. 

Taking  provisions  only  for  10  days  Lieutenant  Mecham  started  that  night 
(morning  travelling  time)  to  the  southward  in  quest  of  further  information. 

After  passing  Cape  Gordon  the  beach  Avas  found  to  be  thickly  marked 
by  the  remains  of  Esquimaux  encampments  ;  and  on  the  9th  of  May  he 
succeeded  in  reaching  the  islet  alluded  to,  where  after  several  hours  anxious 
search  he  found  records  deposited  10  feet  magnetic  north  of  a  small  cairn 
built  upon  its  summit. 

By  these  documents  herewith  enclosed  it  appears  that  a  party  from  No.  7. 
H.M.S.  "  Enterprize"  in  the  sledge  "  Resolution"  had  visited  Port  Hearne,  a,°iC^5. 
Melville  Island,  in  the  summer  of  1852  and  were  compelled  to  desert  their  b,  i  to  3. 
sledges,  &c.     Point  Hearne  is  the  north-western  extreme  of  Parry's 
winter  harbour.    Other  parties  had  examined  the  north  and  south  coasts  of 
Prince  Albert's  Land. 

The  records  further  intimate  that  upon  quitting  this  position  (on  the 
27th  August  1852)  Captain  Collinson  contemplated  tracing  the  channel 
between  WoUaston  and  Prince  Albert  I^and  as  set  forth  in  his  document. 
Having  rebuilt  the  cairn,  deposited  charts  and  records  containing  full 
information  concerning  our  movements,  as  well  as  complete  notices  of  all 
the  depots  lodged  in  Barrow  Strait  route.  Lieutenant  Mecham  commenced 
his  return  to  Melville  Island  leaving  records  at  every  conspicuous  point, 
and  finally  cleared  this  strait  on  the  19th  of  May,  having  very  minutely 
searched  both  shores  of  the  strait. 

^  On  the  27th  he  reached  "  the  Home  "  at  Dealy  Island,  where  he  found 
his  orders  to  return  to  Beechey  Island  direct.  Mr.  Krabbe  had  revisited 
"  the  Home,"  and  preceded  him.  The  party  suffered  much  from  snow- 
blindness,  heavy  falls  of  snow,  and  easterly  winds. 
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Proceedings  of  Had  tlic  pcrmissjou  which  Captain  Kcllcit  informed  inc  lie  had  given  tx> 

4ward  Beiciiei-,  c.B.  Lieutenant  I'irn  on  liis  reaching  the  "  Investigator"  been  followed  viz.  to 
try  })ack  on  "  Investigator's"  ground,  what  might  not  })ave  been  the  result  ? 
That  perplexing  question  can  l)e  solved  only  by  succour  from  England, 

The  anxiety  of  Lieutenant  Mecham  to  cornnmnicate  his  important  intel- 
ligence can  easil  y  be  imagined,  and  newspapers  and  letters  had  lost  much  of 
their  charm.  He  observes,  "  it  added  certainly  to  their  pleasure,  Imt  did 
not  at  all  facilitate  sleep." 

Onward  he  pushed,  overtook  Mr.  Kral)be  on  the  'M)i\\  near  Point 
Griffith,  travelled  in  company  to  Cape  Cockburn ;  overtook  Lieutenant 
Hamilton  with  his  sledge  and  half-famished  dogs,  and  finally  taking  it, 
reached  Beechey  Island  at  4.30  on  the  12th  June,  151|,  hiours  from  Dcaly 
Island,  averaging  6li  journies  during  an  absence  of  70  days,  or  18.8 
geographic,  equal  to  21.7  statute  miles,  at  the  drag-rope,  a  feat  I  believe,  so 
far  as  the  human  constitution  and  the  courage  and  spirit  of  the  thorough 
British  seaman  is  concerned,  not  to  be  despised.  I  now  turn  to  Mr.  Krabbe. 

He  reached  "  the  Bay  of  Mercy"  on  the  5th  of  May.  The  tattered  remains 
of  the  ensign,  pendant,  &c.  were  still  flying,  and  such  had  been  the  accumu- 
lation of  snowdrift  on  the  northern  side  of  the  ship,  that  they  were  enabled 
to  walk  in  over  her  gunwale.  There  was  also  a  great  quantity  on  her  decks, 
but  not  sufficient  to  prevent  them  from  obtaining  easily,  an  entrance  by  the  fore 
hatchway.  The  ship's  head  was  N.  30'W.  (true),  the  cable  hanging  slack 
under  her  bow.  She  was  heeled  about  10  degrees  to  starboard,  and  slightly 
by  the  head.  No  sign  of  pressure  was  visible,  although  the  oakum  was 
hanging  very  loosely  out  of  many  of  her  seams. 

Her  position  was  S.  12°  E.  1400  yards  from  the  cairn,  and  426  yards 
from  the  nearest  point  of  the  beach,  her  stern  being  in  11  fathoms  water. 

On  visiting  bfetween  decks,  everything  appeared  to  be  in  good  order,  and 
the  lower  deck  pretty  free  from  frost,  but  overhead  on  the  orlop  beams 
there  were  great  accumulations  of  ice. 

The  water  had  leaked  so  much  into  the  holds  during  the  preceding 
summer,  that  they  were  now  full  up  to  the  orlop  beams  forward,  and  solid 
ice  prevailed  from  thence  to  within  1 0  inches  of  the  beams  abaft. 

In  compliance  Vvith  his  instructions,  he  removed  all  useful  stores,  and  on 
the  1 1th  May,  securing  the  hatches  and  leaving  the  ship  nearly  as  he  found 
her,  commenced  his  return  to  Dealy  Island. 

He  observes,  "  Both  on  entering  and  on  leaving  the  bay  I  paid  marked 
attention  to  the  state  of  the  ice  in  it,  and  I  am  confident  that  there  was 
no  water  made  inside  a  line  from  Point  Providence  (Bank's  Land),  to 
Point  Back  during  1853,  but  that  there  was  open  water  during  that 
season  for  two  or  three  miles  in  width  along  the  whole  line,  and  which 
finally  met  and  arrested  pieces  from  the  pack  around  the  neighbourhood  of 
Cape  Hamilton.  Along  the  cliffs  of  Bank's  Land  also,  there  was  a  belt  of  ice, 
varying  from  two  to  four  miles  in  width,  and  terminating  in  heavy  pressure 
on  Point  Parker.  The  pack  from  five  miles  north  of  Cape  Hamilton  to 
within  10  miles  of  Melville  Island  was  somewhat  heavier  and  older  than 
found  when  crossing  further  eastward." 

Mr.  Krabbe  reached  Melville  Island  on  the  26th  May,  and  returned  a 
day  later  than  Lieutenant  Mecham,  having  averaged  nearly  the  same  rate 
of  travelling  {per  diem). 

Very  little  game  Avas  seen.  (Captain  Kellett  remarks,  "too  early  to  see 
much.")  Three  deer  and  four  musk  oxen  were  noticed  near  Cape  Hamilton, 
(on  Bank's  Land,)  and  three  deer  at  Cape  Providence  (Melville  Island). 

'[lie  thaw  attended  with  drizzling  rain  commenced  about  the  31st  of 
May,  yet,  notwithstnnding  very  low  temperatures,  sore  feet,  snow-blind- 
ness, &c.,  not  a  casualty  was  experienced  by  any  of  the  travellers. 

Lieutenant  I  liuiiilton  with  the  dog-sledge  was  despatched  by  Captain 
Kellett  on  the  Stii  Ma,y,  after  the  receipt  of  his  final  instructions,  with 
orders  for  Lieutenant  Mecham  and  Mr,  Krabbe  at  Dealy  Island,  desiring 
them  to  make  a  direct  journey  irld  ('ape  Cockburn,  to  I^eechey  Island. 

He  was  much  crippled  on  lu's  retiu'n  by  want  of  food  for  his  dogs,  and 
was  as  before  statcrl,  overtaken  by  Lieutenant  Mecham.  He  reached 
j?('ech(>y  Island  with  Mr,  Krabbe. 

We  had  now  reduced  the  journey  between  11. M.S.  ''Assistance"  and 
Beechey  Island  to  such  Hini{)licity,  tliat  the  effective  crews  of  "  Resolute  " 
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and  "  North  Star  "  kept  up  a  pretty  constant  communication,  making  five  Proceedings 
days  easy  travel  heavily  laden,  four  days  light,  or  22  hours  courier  with  dogs.        Edward  Belcher,  c.b. 

We  thus  removed  our  invalids  and  weakly  hands  by  degrees,  as  well  as 
the  instruments  and  valuable  stores,  replacing  our  vacancies  (amounting  to 
20)  by  sound  men  from  the  other  crews. 

The  number  of  invalids  now  collected  on  board  the  "  North  Star," 
called  for  more  especial  care  than  the  acting  surgeon  of  that  vessel.  I 
therefore  appointed  Dr.  D.  Lyall,  the  surgeon  of  H.M.S.  "  Assistance," 
and  senior  here,  to  conduct  the  duties  of  the  hospital  established  there 
under  the  control  of  the  senior  officer  present,  transferring  Mr.  Ricards 
{pro  tern.)  to  H.M.S.  "  Assistance. 

On  the  1st  of  June,  decided  operations  commenced  for  cutting  out  and 
floating  H.M.S.  "Assistance."  The  ice  was  found  to  run  about  7 
feet  in  thickness  near  the  stern,  and  18  feet  at  the  bows — a  little 
ahead  24  feet.  The  several  trials  of  depths  lately  had  given  more 
water  than  required  to  float  her ;  and,  from  a  gauge  nailed  on  her  stern 
post  in  November  last,  it  was  evident  that  she  had  been  bodily  uplifted 
by  the  freezing  power  15  inches,  and  instead  of  being  aground,  as  we  had 
imagined,  she  had  at  least  one  foot  water  to  spare  under  her  heel.  The  ice, 
therefore,  must  have  gradually  worked  off  shore  (which  I  believe),  or  the 
water  has  attained  a  higher  level  (?). 

Before  the  6th  of  July,  both  the  ship  and  tender  were  in  every  respect 
free,  floating  on  their  proper  element,  and  on  the  8th  equipped  for  sea. 

Four  depot  tents  had  been  established  at  convenient  distances  for 
"journies"  since  the  13tli  May,  connecting  us  with  Beechey  Island  ;  but 
fuel  being  scarce,  at  one  only,  viz.  at  Baring  rendezvous,  Cape  Bowden, 
did  any  one  permanently  reside.  That  position  was  most  ably  commanded 
by  Serjeant  Jeffries,  a  most  upright,  worthy,  intelligent  soldier,  whose 
pecuUar  services  I  have  thought  fit  to  place  before  their  Lordships  in  a 
separate  communication. 

This  rendezvous  was  provided  with  two  tents,  and  a  store  of  provision 
and  fuel,  equal  to  the  sustenance  of  91  naen  for  three  days,  should  necessity 
call  for  the  withdrawal  of  the  crews  of  "  Assistance,"  &c.  The  other  tents 
were  adequately  provided  with  blankets,  &c.,  for  12  persons,  thus  saving 
the  carriage  of  tent  and  sleeping  gear,  cooking  apparatus,  and  other  great 
incumbrances. 

The  general  duties  of  the  ship  being  thus  satisfactorily  arranged,  and  my 
presence  being  required  at  Beechey  Island,  to  decide  on  further  movements 
should  a  vessel  arrive  from  England,  I  left  the  "Assistance"  on  the  12th 
July  with  six  sledges,  conveying  two  boats,  instruments,  chronometers,  and 
other  valuables,  and  reached  Beechey  Island  on  the  morning  of  the  17th 
about  2  a.m.,  when  I  was  met  by  my  worthy  colleague  Captain  Kellett, 
Commanders  M'Clure,  Pullen,  and  M'Clintock,  and  conducted  to  this 
house  "  Northumberland  Depot,"  where  everything  had  been  kindly 
arranged  to  ensure  my  comfort,  and  from  whence  I  am  now  writing. 

At  this  present  date  no  sign  of  open  water  cheers  us,  but  I  have  the 
satisfaction  of  knowing  that  on  the  6th  H.M.S.  "Assistance"  and 
"  Pioneer "  were  blown  out.  The  latter  grounded,  and  the  engines  could 
not  be  worked.  She  was  soon  got  afloat,  and  my  communication,  dated 
3  a.m.  on  the  10th,  from  Commander  Richards,  places  the  ship  near 
Cape  Grinnell,  not  far  from  the  spot  where  the  gallant  Bellot  met  his 
untimely  end. 

Considering  that  our  northern  and  western  searches  have  now  terminated, 
I  cannot  but  revert  to  the  matters  involved  in  this  service  intrusted  to  my 
direction.  Although  it  was  clearly  explained,  indeed  most  emphatically 
enjoined  on  me,  that  the  discovery  of  new  land  had  no  part  in  my  proposed 
duties,  but  that  the  most  rigorous  and  extended  search  for  traces  of  the 
missing  expedition  was  alone  to  occupy  my  mind,  still,  the  one  object  in 
the  region  more  particularly  visited  by  me  could  not  be  satisfactorily 
executed  without  the  label  of  truth  impressed  on  its  every  feature. 

With  both  views  before  me,  the  commanders  of  parties  were  directed  to 
make  straight  courses  to  the  utmost  extent  of  travel  from  point  to  point,  so 
far  as  provision  would  sustain  them  forward  and  back. 

On  the  homeward  journey,  they,  Avith  lighter  loads,  had  time  to  review 
eligible  lines  of  research,  and  the  orders  given  to  the  return  commissariat 
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Proceedings  of         slcdees  filled  up  all  minor  ffaps  until  the  whole  bore  the  appearance,  at 
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  least,  oi  a  strict  survey. 

But,  secondary  to  these  main  instructions,  was  the  effort  to  trace  any 
communication  with  the  ships  under  Captain  Collinson's  command,  and  to 
denosit  adequate  supplies  to  aid  them  in  retreat  at  the  most  el i foible  positions. 

'That  our  efforts  have  entirely  failed  in  our  first  and  most  exciting  search 
rests  mainly,  I  believe,  on  the  conviction  that  the  "  Erebus"  and  "  Terror"  did 
not  advance  westerly  or  northerly  beyond  Ikechey  Island,  and  it  is  a  matter 
of  no  common  importance  to  my  mind,  and  adverse  to  any  intenf/ion  of  a 
northern  movement,  that  not  one  single  reliable  trace  of  detached  sporting 
parties  has  been  met  with  northerly.  But  on  the  other  hand,  eaaterly^  at 
points  where  we  should  naturally  expect  explorers  w^ould  be  averse  to 
proceed,  numerous  traces  of  temporary  sojourn  abound,  fatal  in  my  mind 
to  any  idea  of  further  western  discovery,  and  specially  in  the  direction  of 
Wellington  Channel. 

I  admit,  now  that  we  know  that  navigable  channels  exist  on  either  sides 
of  Baillie,  Hamilton,  and  Dundas  Islands,  that  it  was  not  unnatural  to 
suppose  that  the  ships  might  have  escaped  westerly  by  that  route.  But 
speaking  as  a  surveyor,  as  a  simple  navigator,  had  I  travelled  from  hence 
to  the  heights  of  Capes  Osborn,  or  further  north  to  Cape  Hogarth,  and  beheld 
from  thence,  as  I  have  done  on  the  latter  and  near  the  former,  the  clear 
panoramic  view  of  Wellington  Channel,  I  would  not  have  deemed  the 
Queen's  Channel  of  sufficient  importance  to  risk  my  vessels  for  exploration, 
nor  of  equal  value  to  the  Byam  Martin  Strait,  easier  of  approach,  and  for 
every  object  attainable,  more  secure  than  the  course  by  Wellington  Channel. 

I  saw  no  features  from  the  eastern  shores  to  warrant  any  passage,  nor  is  it 
fair  to  judge  from  the  very  extraordinary  season  of  1852  that  successive 
years  would  afford  similar  facility.  When  H.M.Ship  "Assistance"  escapes 
out  of  Wellington  Channel,  then  I  may  be  able  to  make  further  remarks.  But 
this  I  know,  that  1853  and  1854  offered  no  invitations  to  the  judicious 
navigator  to  try  his  chance,  late  in  the  season,  merely  perhaps  to  enter  the 
great  bay  where  the  "  Assistance  "  spent  her  dreary  winter. 

My  impression  still  clings  to  the  escape  out  of  Lancaster  Sound,  or  a 
fatal  issue  off  Cape  Riley,  and  that  traces,  if  ever  discovered,  must  be 
sought  from  the  Esquimaux  of  the  southern  land  (Cockburn  Island). 

Having  thus  dismissed  our  disappointed  hopes  of  traces  where  we  have 
sought  in  vain,  I  arrive  at  the  discovery  of  the  position  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Inves- 
tigator," and  the  present  safety  of  her  captain  and  crew. 

However  anxious  I  may  be  for  a  similar  result  with  regard  to  Captain 
Collinson  and  party,  still  I  am  thankful  that  the  records  place  him  in  a 
region  free  from  the  perils  of  Arctic  ice,  in  which  Captain  M'Clure 
considers  no  ship  could  endure.  He  had  at  the  latest  account  two  modes 
of  escape;  one,  by  the  road  he  came;  the  other — on  which  i  place  but 
little  reliance  on  account  of  its  difficulties — by  the  land  journey  to  some 
of  the  Hudson  Bay  posts,  unless  indeed  he  met  Dr.  Kae,  in  which  case 
competent  guides  would  materially  alter  the  face  of  his  diflftculties. 

But  I  have  not  been  u.nmindful  of  every  course  which  he  might  adopt. 
The  Melville  Island  chain  is  complete  and  adequately  stored.  At  Cape 
Bunny,  should  he  take  up  the  Peel  Strait,  he  will  find  supplies  and  notices 
where  to  find  more.  At  Port  Leopold  the  house  is  not  fit  to  shelter  his 
people,  but  I  tliink  the  materials  for  sustaining  life  are  not  wanting. 

Here  the  house,  the  position  of  the  provisions,  fuel,  and  stores,  offer  the 
home  provided  for  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  where  possibly  I  may  yet  have 
to  prove  that  another  winter  can  be  endured. 

Until  the  month  of  September  is  half  expended  I  shall,  if  detained  here, 
still  cling  to  the  hope  of  his  joining  us,  and  of  the  arrival  of  steamers 
ad(;(juatc  to  our  need,  in  conveying  so  many  persons  to  our  country  without 
the  risk  of  one  bottom. 

21st  August  1854.  Open  water  in  every  direction.  The  nonappearance 
of  H.iM.S.  "Assistance,"  and  the  opinion  here  that  I  ought  to  decide  on 
the  spot  as  to  her  future  fate  compels  me  to  close.  If  C'aptain  Kellett 
should  be  blown  out  in  II. M.S.  "North  Star,"  and  reach  England,  I  must 
r".f'er  (o  him  for  my  hitest  intentions.  I  have,  &c. 

Edward  Belchicr, 
(japtain  commanding  Expedition. 
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Meteorological  Register  of  a  Journej'  from  H.MS.  "  Assistance  *'  in  the  Wellino  ton 
Channel  to  H.M.S.  "Resolute"  off  Cape  Cockburn,  and  back,  between  the  :32cl  cf 
February  and  the  4th  of  May  1854. 


Proceedings  f 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  CiB. 


Date. 

Temperature. 

Winds, 

Wr. 

6  a.m. 

6  p.m. 

Direction, 

1  Force. 

Feb.  22 

-35 

~25 

Calm 

0 

b.c. 

23 

40 

37 

Ditto 

0 

b.c. 

24 

42 

37 

Variable 

1,2 

b.c. 

25 

ill 

O  / 

Northerly 

3,5,7 

q.m. 

26 

41 

37 

North 

5,7 

q.m. 

^  1 

32 

30 

North 

3,7 

q.ni. 

28 

18 

16 

N.N.W. 

7,9 

q.m. 

March  1 

- 

- 

- 

2 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

3 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

4 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

5 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

6 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

7 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

8 
9 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 

- 

- 
- 

10 

- 

U 

- 

_ 

- 

19 

- 

- 

,  - 

- 

13 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

14 

- 

- 

- 

- 

15 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

16 

-23 

-19 

Calm 

0 

b.c. 

17 

26 

18 

S.E.  by  N. 

1,2,7 

g-q- 

18 

26 

28 

N.N.W. 

5,6 

q.m. 

19 

32 

31 

N.N.W. 

6,7 

q.m. 

20 

32 

32 

N.  &W. 

8,9 

q.m. 

21 

33 

30 

N.W. 

2,3 

b.c. 

22 

33 

30 

N.W. 

2,3 

b.c. 

23 

31 

35 

W.N.W. 

5,7 

b.c.m. 

24 

33 

31 

W  N.W. 

7,8 

b.c.m. 

25 

32 

30 

W.N.W. 

5,6,8 

g.m. 

26 

31 

30 

W  .N.W. 

5,8 

q.m. 

27 

30 

32 

W.N.W. 

7,9 

q.m. 

28 

O  1 

on 

VV      vv . 

7,8 

q.m. 

29 

18 

19 

W.N.W. 

3,4 

b.c. 

ov 

27 

17 

W.N.W. 

2,3 

b.c.m. 

31 

26 

25 

N.E. 

3,4 

b.c. 

April  1 

31 

21 

N.N.E. 

4,5 

b.c. 

2' 

25 

22 

N.N.E. 

3,4 

cm. 

3 

29 

20 

S  W.S. 

2,3 

cm. 

4 

28 

17 

w.s.w. 

4,5 

cm. 

5 

14 

10 

w.s.w. 

4 

cm. 

6 

20 

8 

w.s.w. 

4 

cm. 

7 

8 

- 

- 

- 

_ 

- 

9 

- 
- 

- 
- 

- 

- 

_ 
- 

- 
- 

10 

- 

- 

- 

- 

- 

11 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

12 

_ 

- 

_ 

- 

13 

_ 

-3 

S.E. 

4,5 

q.c.m. 

14 

14 

2 

West 

2,3 

b.c. 

15 

13 

3 

s.w. 

5 

b.c. 

16 

3 

3 

Calm 

0 

b.c. 

17 

+9 

-8 

SE. 

2,3 

cm. 

18 

8 

1 

S.E.  N.E. 

2,4 

c  m. 

19 

7 

3 

E.N.E. 

2,4 

cm. 

20 

3 

2 

Easterly 

1,3 

b.c 

21 

10 

+  7 

E.S.E. 

1,2 

b.c. 

22 

1 

4 

E.S.E. 

2,4 

b.c. 

23 

5 

4 

Easterly 

1,2 

b.c. 

24 

Zero 

—2 

Calm 

0 

b.c. 

2.5 

+7 

8 

Westerly 

1,2 

b.c. 

26 

27 

28 

29 

+  15 

2 

S.E. 

2,3 

cm. 

30 

19 

-1 

S.E. 

2 

b.c. 

May  1 

-6 

14 

S.E. 

2 

+  13 

14 

N.E. 

2,3 

b.c. 

3 

N.N.E. 

1,2 

b.c. 

Remarks. 


-  1 


Snow  drift. 
Snow  drift. 
Snow  drift. 
Heavy  drift. 


Passage 
from  "  As- 
)>sistance  "  to 
Beechey 
Island. 


On  board  the  "North 
)-    Star"    at  Beechey 
Island. 


Much  snow  drift. 
Much  snow  drift. 
Very  heavy  drift.  Confined 
to  tent. 
Ditto. 
Ditto. 
Snow  drift. 
Very  heavy  drift. 
Heavy  drift. 
Heavy  drift. 
Very  heavy  drift. 
Ditto 


From  Beechey  Island  to 
"Resolute"  off  Cape 
Cockburn. 


On  board  the  "  Resolute." 


^From  Cape  Cockburn  to 
Beechey  Island. 


Commenced  night  travel- 
.    ling  from  Cape  Cock- 
burn to  Beechey  Island. 


On  board  the  "  North  Star" 


From  Beechey  Island  to 
"Assistance." 


G. 

G4 


Henry  Richards,  Commander. 


(  ) 


Proceedings  of  No.  Q- 

Sir  Eiwurd  lielclier,  C.B. 

Letter  from  Sir  Edwauo  Bklciieu,  C.B.,  cnclosiiif^-  Reports  from  the  several 
Officers  of  the  "  Noiitii  Star,"  containing  tJie  Jlesult  ol' their  Exarnina^ 
tions  of  the  Coast,  and  Observations  in  respect  to  the  IVaces  of  the 
Franklin  Expedition  on  Beechcy  Island,  Sec. 

II. M.S.  "Assistance's"  Gig, 
Northumberland  Depot,  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  IHth  Auo-ust,  ]8.'34. 

The  inclination,  now  that  nothing  remains  to  employ  the  talkative, 
having  given  rise  to  certain  observations  relative  to  the  search  in  the 
immediate  vicinity  of  Beechey  Island,  I  thought  it  prudent,  now  that  we 
are  fixed  to  the  spot,  to  call  for  every  document  or  opinion  bearing  on  tlie 
same,  in  order  that  their  Lordships  may  not  be  troubled  at  some  future 
period  with  schemes  for  further  search,  at  least  in  this  locality,  on  the  plea 
that  anything  has  been  left  undone. 

These  reports  result  from  various  orders,  commencing  when  I  quitted 
two  years  since,  and  terminating  with  the  report  of  Mr.  Court,  Acting 
Master  of  H.M.S.  "  Investigator,"  this  day, 

I  have,  &c. 

Edward  Belcher, 

The  Secretary  of  the  A  dmiralty,     Captain  commanding  Arctic  Squadron. 
London. 


(1.) — Mr.  Stephen  Court  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

H.M.  Ship  "  North  Star," 
Su',  Beechey  Island,  18th  August  1854. 

In  pursuance  of  your  orders  I  left  this  ship  at  1.45  p.m.  of  August  7th,  with  a 
party  of  six  men  and  the  small  ice  boat  victualled  for  ten  days. 

Having  reached  a  small  distance  beyond  Cape  Riley,  the  starboard  runner  of  the  boat 
became  so  much  crippled  as  to  cause  me  to  send  to  the  ship  for  a  sledge.  At  0.30  a.m. 
on  the  8th,  the  large  boat  arrived  with  two  additional  hands  for  my  party,  and  I 
started  with  her  at  9  a.m.,  arriving  at  Cape  Pdcketts  at  6  p.m.,  with  the  starboard 
runner  of  the  boat  broken  completely  off. 
twenty-four  hours  later— no  j^^iQ  morning  of  the  9th,  Seeing  no  prospect  of  proceeding  with  the  boat,  I  started 

difficulty  with  my  gig!!— E.B,  ,  •      xi.  x- "d  j  x    i    "d       i       •       xi,  •  • 

Avitn  one  man  to  examme  the  shores  oi  xiadstock  Bay,  leaving  the  remaining  seven 
to  remove  the  boat  into  a  more  secure  position ;  I  returned  to  the  boat  at  1  a.m.  of 
the  10th,  and  found  she  had  been  placed  according  to  my  wishes. 

At  3  p.m.  I  proceeded  with  the  whole  party  towards  Cape  Hurd,  and  on  the  11th 
at  noon  found  a  notice  left  by  Mr.  John  Stuart,  dated  23d  May,  1851. 

At  7  a.m.  12th  instant,  arrived  at  Cape  Hurd,  and  found  notices  of  the  under- 
mentioned visits,  viz.  : 

Captain  PuUen,  dated  30  August  1852. 
Lieutenant  Cator  „      21       „  1850. 
Sir  E.  Belcher      „      11       „  — 
Mr.  John  Stuart  „      23    May  1851. 

At  11  p.m.  of  the  12tli  arrived  at  our  farthest  from  the  ship,  in  a  small  bay  on 
the  western  side  of  Maxwell  Bay,  about  10  miles  eastward  from  Cape  Hurd. 

During  the  forenoon  of  the  13th,  I  walked  around  the  shores  of  this  small  bay  to 
a  distance  of  about  five  miles  from  the  party,  and  found  traces  of  a  tent  having  been 
pitched  here  before  ;  also  tlie  remains  of  a  tree  of  drift  wood  much  charred  with  fire, 
tlie  head  of  a  wooden  mallet  with  the  handle  broken  short  off",  and  a  piece  of  wood 
supposed  to  be  a  part  of  a  stave  of  a  cask. 

At  5  p.m.  of  the  13th,  I  commenced  my  return,  and  arrived  at  the  boat  at  Cape 
Ricketts  at  10  p.m.  of  the  15th  ;  and  at  Cape  Riley  at  5.30  p.m.  of  the  16th.  Here 
•  tlie  ic(!  prevented  our  coming  to  tlie  ship  until  the  next  morning,  when  we  arrived 

on  boaj-d  at  8.45  a.in.  liaviiig  found  no  other  traces  of  any  parties  than  those  above 
mentioned,  whicli  I  have  aJready  forwarded  to  you. 

Traces  of  Escjulmaux  hutu  were  discernible  at  various  places  along  the  coast,  hut 
none  of  them  a])parcntly  of  a  recent  date. 

During  my  ouiwai'd  progress  the  ice  in  the  ofiing  appeared  to  be  moving  slowly 
to  the  CHstwavd,  hut  too  close  foi-  a  v(!sscl  to  penetrate. 

From  a  hill  near  my  farthest,  the  ice  from  Cape  Felfoot  to  Cajie  Hurd  appeared 
slack,  with  Hoveral  holes  of  water  among  it ;  and  in  a  direction  from  Cape  Felfoot 
towards  Leopold  Island  was  a  large  space  of  open  water  with  no  ice  visible  over  it  in 
many  jjlaces. 

On  the  night  of  ilu!  13th,  LIh;  wind  sIhUamI,  and  thcs  weather  bcuiame  too  thick  for 
the  Hfc!i,t(!  of  the  ice;  in  the  ofiing  to  he  He(!n,  hut  the  few  slack  places  along  the  land 
wore  Itist  filling  u^)  wiLh  ice  from  the  westward. 


Two  ice-boats  damaged  in 
succession  I! — E.  B. 
*  I  travelled  the  same  ground 
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At  noou  on  the  16th,  from  the  eastern  point  of  Gascoigne  Inlet  the  ice  was  moving  Proceedino-s  of 

rapidly  to  the  eastward,  but  had  not  broken  out  of  the  entrance  of  the  inlet.  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  c.B. 

At  5  a.m,  of  the  17th,  from  Cape  Riley  there  was  a  large  space  of  water  extending 
alono-  the  land  as  far  as  could  be  seen,  and  to  the  distance  of  about  three  to  four  miles 
off  shore. 

I  have,  &c. 

Stephen  Court, 
Acting  Master,  H.M.S.  "  Investigator." 

The  result,  is  simply,  no  search  made  beyond  a  resting-place  of  Commander  Pullen 
in  1852.  E.  Belcher,  Captain. 


(2.) — Mr.  William  T.  Domville  to  Commander  William  J.  S.  Pullen,  R.N. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star," 
Sir,  Eeechej^  Island,  19th  August  1854. 

In  obedience  to  the  orders  of  Csj^ptaiu  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  issued  in  your 
memorandum  of  the  15fch  inst.,  I  have  to  submit  for  his  information  the  following 
account  of  such  traces  of  Sir  John  Franklin  s  expedition,  as  met  with  during  my  absence 
in  charge  of  a  shooting  party  from  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  North  Star,"  in  July  last. 

The  first  traces  met  with  were  those  discovered  by  Lieutenant  Hamilton  and 
myself  two  yeai's  since,  and  described  in  his  published  letters  ;  these  were  again 
minutely  examined,  but  no  document  could  be  discovered.  They  still  presented  the 
same  appearance,  the  cooking  stones,  with  the  half  consumed  embers  of  coal  and 
bone  (white  whale),  exhibiting  a  freshness  that  might  be  ascribed  to  as  few  months 
as  to  the  many  years  that  have  elapsed  since  ignited.  The  circumstance  of  bone 
being  mixed  witli  coal  might,  upon  casual  observance,  lead  to  the  surmise  that  fup.l 
was  deficient,  but  the  remnants  of  coal  and  the  Vr'ooden  lining  of  an  old  potatoa 
case  being  still  intact,  would  appear  to  negative  this,  The  other  traces  were  at  a 
tenting  place,  under  the  high  land  bordering  the  north  end  of  Gascoyne  Inlet. 
Here  were  found  two  perfect  wine  bottles,  several  others  l^roken,  a  broken  six  ounce 
medicine  vial  (with  the  broad  arrow)  which  had  contained  oil,  a  few  ii-on  nails, 
several  pieces  of  rope  yarn,  and  a  piece  of  tin  with  Goldner's  name  and  stamp  ; 
there  also  was  a  small  heap  of  about  a  dozen  pieces  of  fossil  and  other  remains, 
granite,  ike,  the  evident  debris  of  a  geological  collection  from  the  neighbour- 
ing hills. 

Up  Radstock  Bay  no  traces  were  seen  excepting  of  Esquimaux,  which  were 
numerous,  but  of  a  remote  period.  The  time  of  absence  of  the  part}^  was  fifteen 
dax's  ;  it  consisted  of  ten  persons,  four  officers  and  six  men.  The  ground  thus  crossed 
and  recrossed  comprised  the  tract  between  Radstock  Bay,  from  north  to  south,  and 
Beechey  Island ;  all  were  ever  anxious,  and  I  believe  that  not  a  stone  was  seen 
raised  upon  another,  but  it  was  made  the  object  of  scrutiny. 

1  have,  &c. 

William  T.  Domville, 

Surgeon  of  H.M.S.  "Resolute." 


(.3.) — W.  Elliott  to  Commander  Pullen,  R.N. 

H.M.  Ship  '<  North  Star," 
Sir,  Beechey  Island,  loth  August  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report,  for  the  information  of  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher, 
Kt.,  C.B.,  that  I  have  examined  different  parts  of  this  island  and  the  neighbouring- 
vicinity,  in  my  shooting  and  other  excursions,  for  traces  of  the  expedition  under 
Sir  John  Franklin  since  our  arrival  here  in  August,  1852,  and  the  only  thing  I  liave 
found  was  a  piece  of  iron  (which  I  delivered  to  you  at  the  date  of  finding  it, 
October  1853,)  at  the  embankment  on  the  north  east  part  of  the  island. 

I  have,  &c. 

W.  Elliott, 

Clerk  in  Charge. 


(4.) — T.  C.  Pullen  to  Commander  W.  J.  S.  Pullen. 

H.M.  Ship  "  North  Star," 
Six,  Beechey  Island,  16th  August  1854. 

In  compliance  with  your  memorandum  of  the  15th  instant,  1  beg  to  state  that  I 
picked  up,  on  the  eastern  side  of  Erebus  and  Terror  Bay,  on  the  TtSth  August  1853, 
lying  on  the  shingle  beach  close  to  the  sea  side,  a];iparently  dropped  there,  no  cairn 
having  been  put  up  to  support  it,  a  boarding  pike,  painted  half  white  half  black, 
vertically  ;  at  one  end  a  piece  of  board,  was  secured,  on  which  was  a  hand  painted 
black,  with  the  fore-finger  extended.  I  examined  the  place  for  some  distance  around 
it,  to  see  if  there  were  any  marks  to  show  the  ground  had  been  disturbed,  but  could 
find  none. 

1.  H 


(  ) 


I*roceedlng8  Witli  rewpect  to  the  Kearcli  ol'  Beechoy  Ishind  ari'l  HhorcH  aroun<]  it,  J  tliink,  from 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.  ^j^^.  Tnanner  it  has  been  searched  }>y  })ai'ti(;K  ajjpoirite'l  lor  that  purpoKe,  and  during 
oiir  Jong  stay  in  this  vicinity  the  number  <jf  timeH  the  ground  Iiuh  been  panwed  over 
by  those  belonging  to  the  ship,  it  is  hardly  possiWe  that  any  eairn  or  other  mark, 
which  might  lead  to  any  trace  of  the  missing  expedition  couhl  liave  escaped 
observation. 

I  remain,  &ic. 

(.Signed)       T.  C.  I'rjLLKN, 

Master. 

(5.)— Mr.  R.  C.  HcoTT  to  Commander  W.  8.  Pullen. 

H.M.S.  "  Nortli  Star," 
Sir,  Beechey  Island,  16th  August  18.'54, 

Agreeably  to  your  memorandum  of  tlic  1.5th  instant  I  beg  to  furnish  you  with 
tiie  following  ]iax'ticulai-s.  In  compliance  with  orders  I  received  froni  Captain  Kellett 
I  proceeded  on  the  evening  of  the  'id  July  on  a  shooting  expedition  to  Cape 
Spencer.  The  following  day  Avhilst  going  in  tlie  direction  of  Point  Innes  I  came 
upon  the  remains  of  an  Esquimaux  encampment ;  it  was  about  three  quarters  of 
a  mile  from  Cape  S[)encer,  On  examining  it  I  found  it  to  consist  of  seven  huts  the 
roofs  of  which  had  fallen  in,  and  had  evidently  been  erected  very  many  years  ago. 
To  the  northward  of  this  encampment,  but  adjoining  it,  was  a  large  circular  stone 
wall  between  seven  and  eight  feet  in  diameter  and  two  feet  in  height,  a  small 
portion  about  three  feet  in  width  being  left  for  an.  entrance;  the  stones  were 
placed  much  more  regularly  and  with  a  regard  to  symmetry  which  was  not  found 
amongst  the  Esquimaux  huts.  There  was  neither  mud  nor  moss  to  hold  them 
together,  and  apparently  had  been  erected  recently.  The  ground  around  the 
encampment  as  well  as  in  it  was  strewn  with  the  bones  of  the  bear,  seal,  wolf, 
fox,  and  dorekie,  and  a  small  cache  of  decayed  seal's  bones  and  flesh  was  found  close 
to  one  of  the  huts.  The  I'emains  of  a  coal  fire  and  one  of  Goldner's  preserved 
meat  tins  were  also  on  the  ground,  the  latter  having  the  names  of  Dr.  Bradford, 
Commander  Pullen,  and  others,  scratched  on  it,  bearing  date  respectively  1850  and 
1853.  Amongst  the  ruins  I  dug  out  a  small  piece  of  an  arrow  formed  out  of  bone, 
with  two  barbs  ;  also  a  long,  straight,  thin  piece  of  bone  (about  1-i  inches  in  length) 
sharpened  at  one  end  ;  also  a  small  rough  piece  of  ivory,  probably  part  of  the  tusk 
of  a  walrus,  which  had  apparently  been  intended  as  the  head  of  a  spear.  Outside 
the  circular  encampment  I  picked  up  a  few  small  pieces  of  tin  varying  from  an  jnch 
to  two  inches  in  length  and  from  ^  to  i  inch  in  breadth.  On  leaving  the  encamp- 
ment I  proceeded  toward  Point  Innes,  but  had  not  gone  far  (thirty  y^ards)  when  I 
picked  up  a  piece  of  tin  about  four  or  five  inches  square  with  the  words  "  H.M.S. 
Terror"  painted  on  it  ;  the  piece  had  evidently  been  cut  out  from  Ednard's  pre- 
served potatoe  tins.  I  brought  with  me  to  the  tent  the  piece  of  tin  and  the 
arrow  and  the  piece  of  bone,  which  were  sent  on  board  the  "  North  Star"  before 
my  return. 

J  have,  &;c. 

Robert  Charles  Scott, 

Assistant  Surgeon  add'.  H.M.S.  "  Re.solute." 


(6.) — Lieutenant  John  P.  Cheyne  to  Commander  Pullen,  R.N. 

H.M.S.  "North  Star," 
Sn%  Beechey  Island,  8th  August  18-54. 

I  BEG  to  state  that  while  stationed  at  the  top  of  the  island  during  the  month  of 
July  of  the  present  year,  I  employed  myself  in  the  examination  of  the  hill  side 
under  Franklin's  cairn,  and  from  the  result  of  that  examination  have  come  to  the 
conclusion  that  nothing  is  to  be  found  there,  as  previously  supposed  by  me,  or 
on  any  other  part  of  the  island. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)  John  P.  Cheyne, 

Lieutenant  H.M.S.  "Assistance." 


No.  10. 

Report  of  SiiAucii  of  Beechey  Island  and  vicinity  for  Traces  of  the 
Expedition  under  Sir  John  Franklin. 


Comraan.der  W.  .J.  S.  Pullen  to  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 

H.M.S.  "  North  Star," 
Sir,  Beechey  Lshuid,  \6t\\  August  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit 
an  account  of  what  has  been  done  here  in  the  service  of  search  for  docu- 
ments or  traces  of  the  Franklin  expedition  since  August  1852.    And  as 
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my  letter  of  proceedings  dated  21st  March  1853  accompanying  my  journal,         Proceedings  of 
which  I  left  for  you  at  Cape  Beecher,  contains  full  accounts,  I  have  omitted  ^dwardBeicher, 
here  all  details,  and  beg  to  state  that  the  importance  of  this  duty  has  never 
been  effaced  from  my  mind,  or  that  of  any  of  my  officers,  who  as  well 
as  the  men  have  been  enjoined  to  keep  a  good  look  out  on  every  occasion 
on  visiting  the  shore. 

2.  In  my  visit  to  Maxwell  Bay  nothing  whatever  was  found  to  lead 
me  to  suppose  that  any  parties  had  travelled  along  its  shores  as  far  as  I 
went,  nearly  to  its  head  on  the  western  side,  so  that  I  could  fully  see  it 
was  connected  all  round,  and  that  there  was  nO  probability  of  parties  being 
able  to  travel  from  it  to  any  northern  water.  From  a  careful  examination 
of  the  circles  of  stones  there  discovered  I  was  fully  convinced  that  they 
were  nothing  more  than  the  remains  of  old  Esquimaux  encampments. 

3.  At  Cape  Hurd  I  found  other  circles  of  stones  still  more  ancient,  a 
few  preserved  meat  tins,  and  a  piece  of  a  broken  stone  bottle  left  by 
former  searchers ;  also  the  cairn  and  your  notice  left  on  your  way  to 
Beechey  Island  in  1852. 

4.  In  September  1852  two  cairns  were  discovered  on  the  northern 
range  of  this  bay,  N.E.  and  S.W.  from  each  other  and  170  feet  apart. 
When  I  first  saw  these  piles  I  was  almost  certain  that  we  had  found  traces, 
but  on  taking  them  down,  digging  underneath  as  far  as  it  was  possible, 
over  a  considerable  space  too,  half  way  between,  and  in  every  direction 
about,  I  gave  it  up,  without  discovering  anything.  And  on  the  eastern 
shores  of  the  bay  the  very  same  day  another  smaller  cairn  was  found,  and 
examined  with  a  like  result,  other  than  a  small  piece  of  well  bleached  white 
line.  These  cairns  I  can,  therefore,  only  conclude  were  erected  as 
surveying  marks  similar  to  those  that  have  been  put  up  by  me  ;  moreover, 
that  one  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  bay  was  close  to  the  spot  where  I  was 
about  to  fix  a  position  in  my  survey. 

5.  On  the  25th  of  January  1853  I  commenced  digging  on  the  island 
over  all  those  parts  that  had  been  before  examined,  and  feel  satisfied  that 
from  the  manner  in  which  it  was  done,  without  any  traces  resulting,  that 
nothing  was  intended  to  be  left.  The  summit  of  the  island  too  was  also 
strictly  examined,  in  fact,  no  part  bearing  on  the  surface  the  least 
semblance  of  disturbance  was  passed  over  without  digging  and  examining 
by  a  watch  kept  almost  constantly  at  it  until  the  28th  February,  and  from 
so  much  snow  on  the  ground  little  difliculty  was  found  in  getting  well 
down  under  the  surface. 

6.  Nothing  more  was  done  until  October  1853,  every  one  finding  full 
employment  in  the  intervening  time  in  travelling  and  getting  the  ship 
afloat.  Mr.  Alston,  mate,  however,  found  another  cairn  on  the  northern 
high  land  with  no  success,  therefore  I  had  no  reason  to  alter  my  impressions 
respecting  these  cairns  ;  and  furthermore  I  do  not  think  anything  in  the 
shape  of  a  record  was  ever  intended  to  be  left. 

7.  On  the  10th  of  October  Lieutenant  Cheyne  arrived,  and  on  his 
expressing  belief  that  some  traces  might  be  found  in  or  about  the  southern 
cairn  on  the  summit  of  this  island  I  gave  him  orders  to  search,  acquainting 
me  from  time  to  time  of  the  result  ;  and  on  the  8th  of  this  month  I  gave 
him  another  order  in  compliance  with  your  orders  to  me,  to  which  I  got 
the  enclosed  letter  of  reply. 

8.  On  or  about  Point  Innes,  and  as  I  conjecture  on  that  spot  called, 
by  Mr.  Penny  I  believe,  a  watch-tower  I  found  after  turning  over  some  of 
the  stones  part  of  a  human  jaw-bone  very  much  decayed,  and  apparently 
of  very  ancient  date,  and  within  Cape  Spencer  on  the  right  bank  of  the 
stream  emptjdng  itself  to  the  northward  of  the  low  point  I  found  the  remains 
of  an  Esquimaux  encampment,  evidently  the  one  Mr.  Scott,  the  assisting 
surgeon,  so  closely  examined  when  stopping  there  with  the  shooting  party 
last  month.  The  place  was  also  examined  by  me  at  the  time  of  discovery, 
when  the  tin  marked  Dr.  Bradford  was  seen,  and  the  others  were  marked 
by  my  men.    Mr.  Scott's  report  I  beg  to  enclose. 

9-  I  have  given  no  orders  but  verbal  to  my  own  officers,  leaving  it 
entirely  to  their  sense  of  the  importance  of  the  service,  and  from  Mr.  Pullen, 
master,  and  Mr.  EUiott,  clerk  in  charge,  I  have  received  letters,  which  I 
also  enclose. 

H  2 
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Proceedings  of  10.  Licutcnant   Chcyiic   J  liave  given   direct   orders   and  as  before 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  c.B.  stated  received  a  reply,  and  in  compliance  with  your  letter  of  the  Ifith 
I  issued  a  general  memorandum  to  all  officers  on  boaid  il.M.  Shij)  under 
my  connnand  on  the  subject,  and  having  received  no  letters  but  those 
enclosed  come  to  the  conclusion  that  nothing  else  has  been  found,  or  that 
they  think  any  further  traces  arc  to  l)e  found  in  this  vicinity. 

1  have,  &c. 

W.  J.  S.  l^jLi.KN,  Conmiander. 


No.  11. 

Letter  from  Sir  Edwaud  Belcher,  C.B.  reportinghis  Reasons  for  abandoning 
his  Ship,  and  detailing  his  Proceedings  to  the  28th  instant,  when  he 
arrived  in  the  "  Phoenix"  at  Cork. 

H.M.  Ship  "Assistance's"  Gig,  H.M.S.  "  Phoenix,'' 
Sir,  Cork,  28th  September  18.54. 

My  last  despatch  was  penned  at  the  moment  I  quitted  Beechey  Island 
to  return  to  H.M.S.  ''  Assistance,"  and  under  the  impression  that  stress  of 
weather  or  other  fatality  might  compel  the  "  North  Star"  to  proceed  to 
England  in  conformity  with  instructions  which  I  left  with  Captain  Kellett, 
as  may  be  seen  by  my  closing  paragraph. 

On  the  22d  of  August,  the  ice  had  so  far  cleared  in  the  Wellington 
Channel  that  the  extreme  edge  of  the  floe  could  just  be  discerned  from  the 
summit  of  Beechey  Island. 

3.  My  preparation  for  travel  was  made,  and  as  it  might  be  necessary  to 
exchange  some  of  the  officers  of  H.M.S.  "  Assistance,"  whose  constitutions 
could  not,  if  that  vessel  should  be  ultimately  frozen  in  the  drifting  pack, 
withstand  another  winter,  the  following  officers  immediately  tendered  their 
services,  and  accompanied  me  to  H.M.S.  "Assistance," 
Commander  M'Clintock. 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Scott,  assistant  surgeon. 
Mr.  Court,  acting  master  (Investigator). 
Mr.  Jenkins,  master. 

Dr.  Domville  also  volunteered,  but  I  considered  his  services  more  im- 
portant in  the  "  North  Star,"  as  Dr.  Lyall  would  be  required  to  accompany 
me  to  complete  any  medical  surveys  required. 

Our  party  embarked  in  my  gig  at  11  a.m.  on  the  23d  August,-  and  after 
a  heavy  pull  reached  Point  Lines  in  four  hours,  where  the  supernumeraries, 
mentioned  above,  landed  and  volunteered  to  walk  on  by  land  to  Baring 
Rendezvous,  Cape  Bowden, 

Moving  on  in  the  gig,  I  reached  the  edge  of  the  floe  about  eight  miles  to 
the  southward  of  the  Rendezvous,  and  was  compelled  to  drag  the  gig  over 
the  floe  with  five  hands  assisted  by  the  surgeon  and  myself,  eventually 
reinforced  by  Mr.  Court,  the  serjeant,  and  one  man.  We  reached  about  8  p.m. 
A  courier  which  I  had  despatched  beforehand  to  H.M.S.  "  Assistance," 
"  desiring  a  party  to  be  immediately  advanced  to  my  assistance,"  reached 
about  8  the  following  morning,  informing  me  "  that  the  party  was  halfway 
between  the  stations  ;"  he  was  directed  to  return  and  stop  them  until  my 
arrival,  our  party  moving  forward  at  noon. 

In  37  hours  from  the  period  of  (Quitting  the  depot  at  Bet-chey  Island  I 
stood  on  the  quarter-deck  of  H.M.S.  "  Assistance." 

The  ice,  which  on  my  downward  journey  in  July  appeared  to  be  cracking 
in  twelve  different  fissures  between  Cape  Grinnell  and  the  present  position 
of  the  ship,  and  which,  hittei'ly  rendered  travel,  without  the  company  of  a 
boat,  most  dillicult,  had  now  set  close  to,  and  a  pedestrian  effected  his 
passage  with  companitive  ciise. 

Over  an  expanse  of  24  miles  these  cracks  had  occiuTcd  in  as  Inany  places, 
but  now  one  solid  barrier,  cemented  in  many  places  by  young  ice,  and  the 
pools  on  the  fio(^  so  hii.rdly  fio/cn  as  to  bear  both  meti  and  sledge,  left  but 
little  hope  lA'  release  until  too  late  in  the  season  for  any  prospect  of  reaching 
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Beechey  Island  or  England  this  year.    And  it  was  still  a  question,  if  an  Proceedings  of 

effort  of  nature  displaced  this"  barrier  (as  it  did  with  the  unfortunate        ^dwardBeicher, c.b. 
Bellot  last  year)  by  a  north-west  or  southerly  gale,  if  any  vessel  survived 
the  inevitable  pressure  to  which  she  must  be  subjected. 

The  fissures  into  which  the  "  Assistance"  and  "  Pioneer  "  had  been  warped, 
and  Avhere  they  succeeded  in  docking,  opened  and  closed  occasionally  to 
the  extent  of  40  feet,  but  its  termination  was  inshore  near  to  Cape  Grinnell, 
and  latterly,  the  dock  having  ruptured,  they  had  been  subjected  to  "  nips" 
causing  the  ship  to  heel  occasionally,  but  the  most  troublesome  piece  had 
eventually  passed  under  her  forefoot. 

Taking  all  these  matters  into  consideration,  the  absolute  impossibility  of 
any  disruption  of  the  ice  without  a  similar  gale  to  that  of  August  last  year, 
the  danger  if  it  did  recur,  and  finally,  the  risk  which  the  lateness  of  the 
season  now  entailed  on  hesitation,  I  considered  that  I  should  best  fulfil  my 
pledge  to  their  Lordships  and  my  duty  to  my  country,  as  well  as  to  my 
crew  (for  none  volunteered  to  remain  out)  by  withdrawing  them  and  pro- 
ceeding to  H.M.S.  "  North  Star." 

The  pang  of  quitting  my  ship  at  this  late  moment,  when  hope,  to  our 
senses,  at  Beechey  Island,  had  almost  ripened  into  certainty  of  release,  will 
I  trust  need  no  assertion  from  me. 

The  objects  of  the  expedition,  as  far  as  the  powers  of  ship  and  crew 
were  concerned,  have  been  I  trust  carried  to  the  extreme  bounds  of  reason, 
and  if  they  were  not  pushed  further,  I  must  most  humbly  submit  that  no 
fault  lies  in  not  being  supplied  with  human  beings  who  could  kill  me,  or 
my  gallant  second,  Commander  Richards. 

I  have  been  generally  charged  with  exacting  from  my  followers  as  much 
as  my  frame,  impelled  with  a  Commander's  excitement,"  could  endure. 
I  was  well  supported.  But  I  felt  that  I  could  not  tax  their  labour 
beyond  the  true  intent  for  which  I  was  selected  for  this  command.  "  To 
search  for  Sir  John  Franklin,  on  reasonable  and  reliable  sources"  but  not 
to  push,  for  my  own  reputation  or  selfish  ends,  for  discovery  of  new  lands 
where  no  trace  existed,  or  seemed  to  promise,  without  ruining  the  then 
jaded  frames  of  my  gallant  supporters,  even  with  40  days'  provision 
remaining,  and  a  depot  at  my  feet. 

It  was  under  such  circumstances  nearly  that  my  final  effort  against 
hope  led  me  five  days  journey  off  into  the  bare  floe  to  complete  Buck- 
ingham Island  and  the  Victoria  Archipelago. 

But  my  duty  would  not  have  terminated  by  a  retreat  to  England,  as  ^ 
imagined,  had  my  squadron  reached  Beechey  Island  in  August  last  year. 

Rumour  indeed,  to  suit  some  interested  purpose,  had  raised  such  a 
calumny.  But  the  correspondence  between  Captain  Kellett  and  myself, 
would,  I  had  imagined,  have  implied  that  our  forces  would  have  been  so 
placed  along  the  western  ports  of  Baffin's  Bay,  that  the  possibiHty  of  any 
of  the  crews  having  reached  Cockburn  Island  would  have  been  entirely 
set  at  rest,  for  I  feel  satisfied  that  no  reasonable  being  of  this  expedition, 
with  brains  free  from  the  delusions  of  interested  motives,  will  venture  to 
suggest  that  our  unfortunate  countrymen  ever  passed  the  meridian  of 
Beechey  Island  after  the  spring  or  autumn  of  1846. 

If  any  final  proof  were  wanting  to  seal  the  improbability  of  escape  until 
too  late  to  advance  westward  to  positive  destruction,  let  them  look  to  the 
advance  and  immediate  sealing  of  the  "Assistance"  in  1852,  and  the 
struggle  of  the  ' '  North  Star,"  for  release  with  three  crews  in  1 854,  from  a 
position  /ar  outside  that  in/erred  to  have  been  occupied  by  the  "  Erebus  " 
and  "  Terror." 

On  the  full  moon  of  the  26th  August,  at  6  a.m.,  the  last  of  the  crew  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance"  quitted  the  ship.  The  jack,  ensign,  and 
pendant,  never  to  be  hauled  down,  were  properly  secured ;  the  decks 
cleaned  and  inspected,  and  the  cabins  put  in  due  order.  The  last  tapping 
of  the  caulker's  mallet,  sealing  the  aperture  to  my  cabin,  found  an  echo  on 
many  a  heart  as  if  we  had  encoffined  some  cherished  object.  Our  nearts 
wei-e  too  full,  no  cheers  escaped,  but  turning  our  backs  on  the  ships,  we 
pursued  our  cheerless  route  over  the  floe,  leaving  behind  our  home,  seeking 
perhaps  merely  the  change  to  the  depot  at  Beechey  Island. 

H  3 
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ProceedinRs  of  ^         I  reached  Bocchey  Island,  a  distance  of  40  rrn'Ics,  ])y  floe  and  sea  in 
dward^cier,  .       ^5  hours.    The  remainder  of  the  crew  under  Commander  Richards,  after 
leaviiif^-  on  tiic  floe  a  gi'cat  quantity  of  lugj^a^e  which  the  hoats  could 
not  carry,  ari-ived  about  12  hours  later. 

Captain  Kellett  during  my  absence  had  so  far  exjjcdited  matters,  that  by 
noon  (on  the  26th  August),  all  had  been  embarked  fi-om  Northumberland 
depot,  excepting  the  supplies  for  sixty  men  for  one  year ;  ajid  all  the 
re([uisite  documents  having  been  placed  in  the  house  as  well  as  in  the  pillar, 
with  a  large  copper  plate  marked  "  l^ost  office  "  we  einljarked  on  board 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  slipped  our  hawsers,  and  made  sail, 
intending  to  advance  westerly  to  meet  and  relieve  our  boats,  rhepi//  laden, 
and  to  which  two  additional  boats  had  been  already  despatched,  as 
Commander  Richards  had  informed  me  that  a  party  had  been  compelled 
to  travel  by  land. 

It  was  about  this  day  last  year  that  H.M.S.  "Phoenix"  left  for 
England.  Some  doubted  her  escape  from  Lancaster  Sound.  It  was  therefore 
matter  of  deep  anxiety,  now  that  our  crews  were  all  collected  in  one  small 
ship,  and  many  four  winters  out  and  not  over  strong,  that  we  should  alone 
have  to  buffet  the  ice  of  Baffin's  Bay. 

The  day  was  gloomy,  attended  with  snow  and  haze,  and  I  had  barely 
taken  possession  of  my  cabin,  when  a  steamer  towing  a  barque  was 
reported  off  Cape  Riley. 

The  "  Phoenix  "  and  "  Talbot "  had  amved  barely  m  time  to  prevent  our 
missing  them,  as  I  should  undoubtedly  have  taken  the  southern  side  of 
Lancaster  Sound  as  affording  the  better  chance  of  easterly  current. 

The  contents  of  their  Lordships'  instructions  did  not  in  any  manner, 
under  the  discretion  reposed  in  me,  alter  any  of  the  arrangements  which  I 
had  already  made,  but  having  withdrawn  provisions  to  the  minimum 
required  by  Captain  Collinson's  party  to  subsist  our  crews  on  short  allow- 
ance to  England,  I  now  directed  them  to  be  replaced  in  excess,  and  added 
two  life  boats,  and  two  of  the  sledge  boats  to  those  already  placed 
there.  The  "  Mary"  yacht,  refitted  by  Commander  Pullen,  is  also  in 
readiness,  near  the  outer  edge  of  the  ice,  very  convenient  for  launching. 

I  trust,  from  the  contents  of  my  previous  despatches,  that  it  will  be 
manifest  to  their  Lordships  that  I  could  not  entertain  any  idea  of  leaving 
behind  any  vessel,  officer,  or  crew  here  to  prosecute  a  duty  I  trust 
complete,  but  on  which  our  united  force  and  well-trained  officers  had 
prosecuted  their  researches  to  the  extreme  to  which  human  endurance 
could  be  carried,  nor  could  I  possibly  frame  orders,  or  in  my  then 
condition  select  any  officer  to  carry  them  into  effect  without  some  definite 
instruction  as  to  the  service  for  which  he  was  to  be  employed,  inasmuch 
as  the  only  objects  to  which  my  attention  was  directed  w^ere  "  search 
for  Sir  John  Franklin,"  and  "  relief  to  Captain  Collinson,  if  not  heard  of." 

But  I  trust  that  the  latter  has  already  reached  a  place  of  safet}^,  and 
that  relief  from  England,  taking  into  consideration  the  caches  laid  out, 
will,  under  a  very  mature  consideration  of  the  whole  circumstances,  be 
better  arranged  by  a  steamer  direct  from  England  under  a  proper  officer, 
fully  in  time  to  meet  any  exigency,  and  unshackled  by  towing  transports. 

Had  there  been  any  necessity  for  leaving  out  a  vessel  with  a  steam 
tender,  I  most  certainly  could  not,  consistent  with  my  conviction  of 
ability,  have  left  any  other  than  those  who  specially  volunteered  for 
any  duty  I  directed,  viz: — Captain  Kellett,  Conmianders  Richards  and 
M'C'lintock.  But  I  fear  from  the  health  of  the  two  former,  that  I  should 
have  been  compelled  to  select  Commander  M'Clintock,  an  officer  well 
able  to  carry  out  all  the  exigencies  of  the  service,  not  only  to  my  own 
satisfaction  and  the  intent  of  the  orders  given  to  him,  but  I  am  fully 
satisfied,  ntuch  to  the  satisfaction  of  their  Lordships  and  the  country. 
I    ''i'"i'  "'i'f  Diiring  the  detention  necessary  for  the  completion  of  the  duties  before 

' ""'  '  alluded  to,  and  for  which  the  ships  had  to  be  secured  to  the  floe,  I 

cjuised  the  tal)let  sent  out  to  the  memory  of  Monsieur  Hellot  to  be 
attached  to  the  pillar,  of  which  I  have  already  rui  in'slied  a  description, 
and  now  enclose  ah  additional  drawing  by  Monsieur  de  Bray,  and  three 
vollies  to  be  fired  by  the  marines  of  the  "  Pha3nix,"  the  superior  officers 
of  the  expedition  attending. 
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Sacred 
To  tbe  Memory  of 
Monsieur  Bbllot,  Lieutenant  in  the  Erench 
Navy,  and  Chevalier  of  the  Legion  of  Honour, 
who  aeconipanied  Mr.  Kennedy  and  Captain 
Inglefield  on  their  respective  visits  to  the 
Arctic  Regions. 

While  attached  to  li.M.S.V.  "Phoenix," 
under  Captain  Inglefield,  he  gallantly  volun- 
teered to  convey  Despatches  to  Captain  Sir 
E.  Belcher,  -with  a  sledge  crew  from  H.M.S. 
"  North  Star." 

In  a  heavy  gale  of  vind,  on  the  IStli  August 
18.53,  he  was  drowned  by  the  disruption  of  the 
ice  near  Cape  Grinnell,  much  lamented  by  the 
Arctic  Squadron,  and  all  who  had  the  pleasure 
of  knowing  his  value  and  noble  spirit. 


■Sacred 

To  the  Memory  of 

"William  Cutbush,  Private  Eoyal  Marine, 

H.M.  Ship  "Assistance," 

A  Native  of  Northiam,  Sussex, 

Who  died  on  board 

On  the  27th  Pebruavy  1853, 

After  a  protracted  illness  from  disease  of  the 
lungs. 

Aged  34  Years. 

He  served  with  credit  in  his  corps  for  up- 
wards of  sixteen  years  and  four  months, 
gaining  by  his  good  conduct  two  badges  of 
merit,  in  addition  to  the  Syrian  medal.  During 
twelve  months  of  the  above  period,  he  served 
in  H.M.S.  "Assistance,"  gaining  the  respect 
of  Captain  and  Officers,  and  beloved  by  all 
who  knew  him,  and  died  deeply  lamented  by 
his  Shipmates. 
"Happy  are  they  who  die  In  the  Lord." 
He  lies  interred  in  Northumberland  Sound. 


Sacred 
To  the  Memory  of 
Isaac  Baenett,  Captain  of  the  Main  Top, 
and  George  Harris,  A.B.  Seaman, 
of  H.M.S.  "Assistance." 
The  latterattached to H.M.S. Tender  "Pioneer." 

Isaac  Baenett 
Departed  this  life  on  the  28th  January  1854. 
Aged  28  Years. 

George  Haeeis, 
Departed  this  life  on  the  9th  January  1854. 

Aged  30i  Years. 
Both  fell  victims  to  scurvy,  although  the 
former   primarily  labom'ed  under  scorbutic 
affection  of  the  ankle. 

Their  remains  lie  interred  on  shore  at 
Disaster  Bay,  where  H.M.S.  "Assistance"  and 
Tender  wintered  1853—54. 

"  Blessed  are  those  who  die  in  the  Lord." 


Sacred 
To  the  Memory  of 

John  Ames,  A.B., 
Who  died  on  board 
H.M.  Ship  "  Investigator,"  at  Baring  Island, 
April  11th,  1853. 
Aged  29  Years, 


Sacredj 
To  the  Memory  of 
John  Boyle,'-' A.  B. 
Who  died  on  board 
H.M.  Ship  "  Investigator," 
At  Baring  Island, 
April  6th,  1853.  Aged  29  Years. 


Sacred 
To  the  Memory  of 
Mr.  H.  H.  Sainsbuey,  Mate, 
Late  of  H.M.S.  "Investigator," 
^Yho  died  on  board 
H.M.  Ship  "Resolute," 
Off  Cape  Cockburn, 
November  14th,  1853. 
Aged  26  Years. 

Relieved  from  earthly  sorrows. 
Which  on  my  heart  hath  pressed, 

I  thank  the  gentle  hand  divine. 
Which  lays  this  heart  to  rest. 


Sacred 
To  the  Memory  of 
Tho5I\s  Mobley,  Private  Royal  Marine, 
Who  died  suddenly  on  board 
H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  at  Dealy  Island, 
October  19th,  1852. 
Aged  .10  Years. 


Also 

To  the  Memory  of 
George  Drover,  Captain  of  the  Porecastle, 

Who  died  on  board 
H.M.S.  Tender  "Intrepid,"  at  Dealy  Island, 
December  12th,  1852. 
Aged  28  Years. 


Sacred 
To  the  Memory  of 
John  Coombs,  Stoker, 
H.M.S.  Tender  "Intrepid," 
Who  died  suddenly,  while  travelling  near 
Point  Nias,  Melville  Island, 
May  12th,  1853. 
Aged  34  Years. 


Also 
To  the  Memory  of 
Thomas  Hood,  Private  Royal  Marine, 
Who  died  on  board 
H.M.S.  Tender  "Intrepid," 
Off  Cape  Cockburn, 
January  2d,  1854. 
Aged 36  Years. 


Sacred 
To  the  Memory  of 
John  Kerr,  Gunner's  Mate, 
Who  died  on  board 
H.M.  Ship  "Investigator," 
At  Baring  Island, 
April  13th,  1853. 
Affed  34  Years. 


SCALE  OF.I.INCH  TO.I.FOOT. 


Sacred 
To  the  Memory  of 
Thomas  Morgan,  A.B. 
of  H.M.S.  "Investigator," 
Who  died  on  board 
H.M.S.  "  North  Star," 
at  Beeehey  Island, 
May  22d,  1854.  Aged  34  Years. 


Also 

To  the  Memory  of 
Jambs  Wilkib,  Ice  Quarter-Master, 
Who  died  on  board 
H.M.S.  Tender  "  Intrepid," 
Off  Cape  Cockburn, 
Pebruary  2d,  1854. 
Aged  38  Years. 


(  fil  ) 


Proceedings  of  Thesc  niattci's    arranf>cd,  fresh  notices  udded  to  those  in  tlic  depot 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  c.B.     (well  securcd  in  a  powder  case),   15  tons  of  coal  placed  rearly  at  tlie 
house,  one  excellent  patent  cooking  ranj^e  adapted  for  70  to  100  men  in 
complete  order  under  a  temporary  kitchen,  a  good  stove  svitliin,  anrJ  indeed 
every  comfort  which  I  could  expect  for  luyself  had  I  nyhdcrcd  at  this  island, 
all  of  which  had  occupied  the  constant  attention  of  Captain  Kellett  and 
myself  for  the  last  three  months,  i  directed  Captain  lugleheld  to  receive 
Captain  Kellett  and  myself  with  my  gig,  crew,  and  retinue,  on  b()ard 
H.M.S.  "  riioenix,"  and  portions  of  the  crews  of  the  otlier  vessels  of  my 
squadron   having   been   distributed   on  board  the  "North  Star"  and 
"  Talbot,"  we  again  cast  off  from  the  floe,  shaping  a  course  for  Port 
Leopold.     There  I  intended  to  leave  f^nal  records,  and  to  land  any  further 
supplies  which  I  might  deem  necessary. 
•  In  this  I  was  disappointed  by  the  ice  hanging  on  that  shore,  preventing 

approach  within  fifteen  or  twenty  miles.    I  therefore  dii-ected  the  course  t(; 
be  changed  for  Port  Dundas. 

My  object  in  seeking  that  port  was  to  communicate  with  the  natives, 
and  by  the  aid  of  Mr.  Miertsching,  the  interpreter  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
''  Investigator,"  endeavour  to  discover  if  any  of  this  race  had  any  recol- 
lection of  Sir  John  Franklin's  vessels  having  quitted  Lancaster  Sound,  or 
having  met  with  any  disaster. 

On  entering  Croker  Bay,  but  a  few  days  before  clear  of  ice  and  where 
Captain  Inglefield  had  communicated  with  the  Esquimaux,  the  ice  was 
found  to  completely  bar  further  advance,  and  as  Captain  Inglefield  and 
his  ice-master,  Mr.  Manson,  had  given  the  most  discouraging  accounts  as 
to  the  quantity  of  ice  outside  the  Straits,  I  deemed  it  better  to  take  the 
southern  shore  and  trust  to  the  current  known  to  prevail  there  by  all 
previous  Arctic  navigators,  to  awaiting  any  opening  to  the  north.  At  all 
events,  I  felt  that  I  coidd  not  do  better  than  hang  on  to  the  tail  of  the  ice, 
and  take  advantage  of  the  first  opening. 

I  was  repaid  for  my  decision  by  clearing  the  ice  that  evening,  notwith- 
standing the  ice-master  and  others  were  adverse. 

Captain  Inglefield  having  verbally  reported  to  me  that  he  had  visited 
the  depot  left  by  H.M.S.  "  North  Star,"  at  Navy  Board  Inlet,  and  embarked 
all  the  provisions,  coal,  &c.,  the  former  of  which  he  had  found  unfit  for 
consumption,  I  determined  on  proceeding  there  myself,  and  personally 
searching  the  spot  and  neighbouring  ground  for  traces  of  visitors,  and  par- 
ticularly of  the  Esquimaux,  amongst  whom  Captain  Inglefield  had  found 
indubitable  traces  of  the  plunder  of  this  depot. 

Our  course  carried  us  within  the  Wollaston  Islands,  by  the  west,  and 
round  the  southernmost  the  vessels  were  anchored  off  the  depot,  not  to  be 
discovered  without  infinite  difficulty  at  an  earlier  or  later  season,  as  the 
stores  had  been  deposited  in  a  ravine  which  would  not  reasonably  be 
sought,  and  where  the  snow  at  most  seasons  would  infallibly  conceal 
them.  They  were  not  on  any  projecting  point,  but  really  in  the  bight  of 
the  bay. 

On  landing,  we  found  every  coal  bag  cut  longitudinally,  and  to  effect 
this,  I  must  almost  imagine  that  they  had  been  separate]}^  removed,  or  cut, 
as  some  fancied,  to  prevent  their  being  stolen  or  carried  off  in  the  bags. 

Loose  staves,  hoops,  bags,  preserved  meat  tins  (severed  longitudinally) 
tobacco,  flour,  and  every  imaginable  supply  of  food  for  Arctic  service  were 
here  mixed  in  chaotic  confusion,  leaving  the  mind  but  one  painful  thought, 
.that  of  the  most  wanton  spoliation  of  such  vast  supplies  calculated  to 
support  these  thoughtless  children  of  nature  with  food,  as  well  as  luxuries, 
for  many  years. 

If  all  had  remained  untouched,  they  might  have  aflbrded  casual  relief  to 
some  passing  sufferer;  but  to  land  more  sovmd  provision  would  have  been 
injudicious,  watched  as  we  doubtless  were  by  some  o\'  the  lurking  Esqui- 
maux. 1  therefore  dii-ected  Ca])tain  Inglefield  to  embark  such  coal  as 
(!()uld  b(^  dug  out  (ff  the  ice,  and  to  com])lete  the  vessels  with  water,  of 
which  "  Phd'uix and  "Talbot"  were  short,  and  which  at  this  season,  when 
the  springs  IVcc/e,  it  is  very  difficult  to  |)rocure. 

We  were  Ibrtimate  in  accoinplishiiig  this  and  other  necessary  duties,, and 
leady  to  move  in  the  moiiiing.    But  before  the  vessels  could  be  safely 


(  ^^-^  ) 


extricated  it  came  on  to  blow  fresh  from  the  westward,  endangering  all  the    g.^.  Etf^TB  °^ 
vessels.    The  "  Talbot "  drove,  but  was  towed  into  deeper  water.    The     "  wardBeicher, 
"  North  Star  "  parted  one  cable,  which  she  lost,  bringing  up  eventually  by 
the  aid  of  a  tow  rope  from  the  "  Phoenix,"  which  fouled  the  bottom.  In 
clearing  this  she  recovered  the  anchor  and  cable  lost  by  that  vessel 
in  1850. 

Before  8  p.m.  the  wind  moderated  and  all  the  vessels  were  extricated  from 
this  dangerous  anchorage,  and  in  tow  to  the  eastward. 

I  was  still  unwilling  to  leave  this  coast  before  examining  Pond's  Bay 
encampment ;  and,  leaving  the  ships  outside  under  canvass,  moved  in  with 
the  "  Phoenix"  anchoring  within  the  low  point. 

Our  search  was  totally  unsuccessful  as  to  any  visits  of  our  countrymen, 
or  even  to  any  late  residence  of  Esquimaux  either  on  this  or  perhaps  last 
season.  One  cask  stave  with  the  broad  arrow  and  several  preserved  meat 
tins  denoted  either  the  visit  of  a  ship  of  war  or  of  the  plunder  of  the  depot 
at  Navy  Board  Inlet,  with  which  this  apparently  communicates  by  an 
inland  strait. 

But  one  important  fact  was  here  forcibly  brought  to  my  mind  by  the 
huts  at  the  ravine,  viz.  :  their  perfect  similarity  in  construction  to  those 
described  at  Village  Point  in  1852  and  1853,  and  seemed  to  identify  that 
party  as  belonging  to  the  Pond's  Bay  emigrants,  a  portion  of  whom  was 
recognized  by  Mr.  Manson  near  and  at  Dundas  Harbour  the  two  last  years. 

These  huts  had  been  deserted  many  years.  In  one  a  human  skull,  a 
knife,  and  iron  tinned  spoon  were  found,  evidently  of  European  manu- 
facture, and  deposited  with  the  head  in  a  dress  composed  partly  of  birds 
and  animals'  skins. 

The  water-course  was  unfrozen,  bore  a  pretty  full  stream,  is  outside 
the  point,  and  was  convenient  for  watering,  having  a  small  natural  or 
artificial  dock. 

The  "Phoenix"  then  steamed  out,  took  "Talbot"  and  "North  Star" 
in  tow,  and  proceeded  southerly. 

Had  the  weather  and  ice  permitted,  I  should  thus  have  repeated  my 
examinations  of  the  western  shores  of  Baffin's  Bay,  but  man}^  weighty 
reasons  rendered  this  not  only  impossible,  but  dangerous,  accompanied  by 
the  two  sailing  ships.  The  ice  had  now  cleared  oft"  shore,  but  close  packed 
in  with  the  land,  and  as  we  advanced  southerly  still  hung  more  on  it. 

The  "  Phoenix  "  met  with  a  serious  disaster,  which  uncoupled  her  screw 
shaft,  and  bent  it,  rendering  her  further  services  suspicious  !  Her  coal  had 
to  be  replenished  from  the  "  Talbot."  Forty-five  tons  were  left  at  Lievely, 
and  a  dog  driver,  embarked  by  Captain  Inglefield  at  Upernavick,  should 
be  returned  to  Greenland. 

All  these  matters  required  me  to  seek  some  safe  port,  otherwise  I  should 
have  proceeded  direct  to  England. 

I  directed  a  course  to  be  shaped  for  Lievely,  and  was  fortunate  enough 
to  thread  the  middle  ice  without  the  slightest  difficulty.  The  breeze 
increasing  as  we  sighted  Greenland  prevented  the  "  Phoenix"  towing  the 
ships  ;  they  were  therefore  cast  off*  with  orders  to  rendezvous  at  Lievely, 
where  the  "  Phoenix"  arrived  on  the  6th  September  about  4  a.m. 

The  customary  civilities  were  observed  by  the  authorities  in  command, 
and  I  had  the  happiness  of  finding,  as  all  our  Arctic  expeditions  have 
invariably  experienced,  the  warmest  sympathies  and  attentions  to  all  our 
wants  as  well  as  comforts. 

As  the  provisions  embarked  from  Navy  Board  Inlet  were  likely  to  prove 
a  nuisance  as  we  approached  more  temperate  regions,  and  learning  from 
the  inspector  that  many  families  had  perished  from  hunger  last  winter  at 
some  of  the  settlements  dependent  on  Lievely,  I  directed  a  survey  to  be 
held  on  them,  and  a  portion  of  those  condemned  to  be  landed  for  the  use 
of  any  distressed  Esquimaux.  The  state  in  which  these  poor  people  eat 
their  food  would  render  that  which  we  should  be  compelled  to  throw 
overboard  a  luxury. 

We  were  unfortunately  detained  for  the  "  Talbot"  until  the  lith,  when 
having  received  from  her  and  the  shore  about  115  tons,  or  all  the  available 
coal,  and  completed  water,  we  quitted  liievely. 

I.  I  H— 


(  Ofi  ) 


Proceedings  of  The  (iiiugers  and  difticultie«  to  which  I  ler  MajcHty's  whips  and  crews  under 

dward  Belcher,  G.B.  peculiar  clrcumstariccs  were  so  constantly  liaf)]e,  determined  me  not  to 

incur  further  risk  or  delay  by  touching  at  any  other  port  of  Greenland.  I 
therefore  directed  such  courses  to  be  steered  for  reaching  Kjigiand  hy  the 
northern  or  southern  routes,  as  appeared  to  be  most  conducive  to  the 
interests  of  the  Crown,  and  my  regard  for  the  trust  confided  in  me  by  their 
Lordships. 

The  equinoctial  gales  decided  rue  on  seeking  Cork  as  the  nearest  port 
for  replenishing  coal,  water,  refit,  &c. 

I  gave  to  Commanders  Pullen  and  Jenkins  orders,  in  the  event  of 
separation,  to  keep  to  the  60th  parallel,  and  to  take  eventually  the  northern 
or  southern  course  as  the  winds  might  render  prudent,  the  senior  taking 
the  junior  under  his  command. 

We  lost  sight  of  our  consorts  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Farewell,  and  I 
have  every  reason  to  expect  that  they  have  before  this  reached  the 
Orkneys. 

We  reached  Cork  on  the  28th,  and,  having  paid  my  respects  to  the 
Commander-in-chief,  left  with  Captains  Kellett  and  M'Clure  for  London. 

Hoping  that  my  several  arrangements  will  meet  the  approbation  of  my 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

I  have,  &c. 

Edward  Belcher, 
Captain  commanding  the  Arctic  Expedition. 


No  12. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  AdxMiralty,  London. 

Sir,  49,  Charing  Cross,  30th  September  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty,  copies  of  the  final  papers  deposited  at  the  depot 
Beechey  Island,  after  the  additional  supplies  had  been  landed  from  Her 
Majesty's  Ships  "  Phoenix  "  and  "  Talbot." 

I  have  not  in  my  general  despatches  alluded  to  one  most  important 
particular,  bearing  on  the  present  supplies  of  food  adapted  for  the  suste- 
nance of  the  crews  of  Arctic  vessels  remaining  onboard  Her  Majesty's  ships 
"  Assistance  "  and  "  Resolute." 

All  the  supplies  of  preserved  meats  were  expended,  and  it  would  by  a 
degree  of  infinite  labour  only  be  possible  to  convey  sufficient  from  Beechey 
Island,  to  sustain  crews  for  the  winter,  certainly  none  for  any  service 
connected  with  sledge  operations  in  the  spring,  without  advancing  a  fresh 
supply  in  a  vessel  to  distances  beyond  the  stations  taken  up  in  advance 
by  Her  Majesty's  ships  "  Assistance"  and  "  Resolute";  a  matter  totally  im- 
practicable [possibly  for  years).  The  idea  of  further  search,  (in  the  dead 
blank  of  endless  floe, )  on  the  bare  idea  of  landing  supplies  at  Beechej'  Island, 
may  perhaps  much  mislead  the  Qion-thinking  people  of  this  country. 

1  therefore  observe  that  any  new  search  must  involve  a  new  expedition, 
prepared  to  advance  in  three  years  as  far  as  has  already  been  successfully 
explored  by  well  trained  parties  of  the  squadron  under  my  command. 

I  have,  &c. 

Edward  Belcher,  R.N., 
Captain  commanding  Arctic  Expedition. 


Enclosure  to  Hir  Edwarb  Belcheu's  Letter  of  ?iOtli  September  1854) 

Charing  Cross. 

Copy  of  Docuimiiil  lell  beliiiul  at  the  Dep6t  (Nortlmmberland  House),  Beechey 

Island. 

TjfE  arrival  of  TfM.  Ht<!airi(u-  "  Vhamix,"  C;vptaiii  Ingleficld,  and  "  Talbot," 
Comiriandor  Jenkins,  (uiabhis  nie  to  leave  furtlier  stores,  with  a  copy  of  my 
instructions. 


« 


(   67  ) 


I  do  not  deem  it  necessary,  under  the  latest  intelligence,  to  leave  the  "  Talbot "  Proceedings  of 

here,  as  she  would  be  more  endangered  than  by  her  return  to  England,  and  it  did        Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 
not  appear  to  be  the  intention  of  Captain  Collinson  to  make  for  Melville  or  Beechey 
Islands. 

I  proceed  from  hence  to  Port  Dundas,  within  Cape  Warrender  (if  possible). 

At  Port  Dundas  records  will  be  left,  and  should  any  party  proceed  by  boats  next 
year,  they  will  probably  find  any  relief  vessels  (which  no  further  intelligence  of 
Captain  Collinson's  would  induce  the  Government  to  send)  at  that  position,  which 
is  accessible  at  an  earlier  date  than  they  can  reach  this  unsafe  position. 

Natives  from  the  southern  shore  visit  that  port  ;  they  are  great  thieves,  and  have 
abstracted,  or  destroyed,  the  greater  part  of  the  stores  deposited  at  Navy  Board 
Inlet.    The  "  Phoenix"  has  brought  away  the  remainder. 

From  Port  Dundas  I  proceed  to  Pond's  Bay,  where  further  notice  wiU  be  left, 
and  from  thence  by  the  coast  to  England. 

We  are  at  war  with  Russia. 

The  stores  in  this  house  have  been  increased  by  the  addition  of  the  enclosed  list. 

Edward  Belcher, 

August  26-7,  1854.  Captain  commanding  the  Arctic  Expedition. 


Landed  at  Beechey  Island,  from  H.M.  Steam  Ship  "  Phcenix,"  the  under  mentioned 
Articles  of  warm  Clothing,  &c.,viz. : 


White  knitted  jackets 
Great  co^-ts 
Grrey  jackets 

„  trowsers 

„  waistcoat 
Welsh  wigs 
Night  caps 
Comforters 
Mitts 

Felt  blankets 

Mocassins 

Seal  skin  jackets 

„  trowsers 

„  boots 
Esquimaux  boots 
Cloth  boots 
Seal  skin  mitts 

„      caps  - 


Approved. 


8  in  No. 

2  „ 
2  „ 
2  pairs. 
1  in  No. 
15 
41 
506 

749  pairs. 
100  in  No. 
150  pairs. 
100  in  No. 
100  pairs. 
100 
100 
100 
105 
105 


-in  one  Bale. 


in  3  Bales. 
8  „ 

S  „ 

4  „ 

4  „ 

4  Casks. 

4  •„ 

5  „ 
]  „ 
1  „ 


W.  J.  Richards,  Clerk  in  Charge. 

Landed  by  my  order,  Edavard  Belcher, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 


Landed  27th  August,  1854,  at  Beechey  Island,  from  H.M.S.  "  Phcbnix,"  the  unde 

mentioned  Stores,  viz. : 

(By  order  of  Captain  Sir  EdwaRD  Belcher,  Senior  Officer.) 

Life  boats        -  ■-  -  -  -     -     1  in  No. 

Sledge  cutters        -  -  -  -  -  -     2  „ 

Sails  for  sledge  cutters     -  -  -  -  -     -      2  „ 

Kettles  for  travelling  parties  -  -  -  -  3 

Spirits  of  wine  -  -  -  -  -  -     -    40  gallons. 

Matches,  wax        -  -  -  -  -  -    50  boxes. 

„     lucifer    -       -  -  -  -  _     _  lOO  „ 

Oars,  boat  ----  --8  in  No. 

Boat  Hooks     -  -  -  -  -  -     -     2  „ 

Staves    -  -  -  -  -  -  -     2  „ 

Tackles,  luff     -  -  -  -  -  --1„ 

E.  A.  Inglefield,  Captain. 
Approved.       Edward  Belcher,  Captain  and  Senior  Officer. 

One  Life  boat  also  landed  from  "  Talbot/ 
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(  ) 

No.  J. — Demand  or  Receipt  foi*  Provisions. 


Linulcd  froin  ir.M.S.  "  Pliwriix,"  at  Bcficlify  I.«lai)'1,  IIjc  27f)i  <hiy  of  A ii-iiHt,  IH^i^ 
iroui 


Articles. 


Packages. 


Quantities. 


Biscuits  - 
Spirit  (strong)- 
Sugar 
Chocolate 
Tea 

Salt  Pork 
Peas 

Salt  Beef 

Flour 

Suet 

Pickles  - 
Cranberries 
Ox-cheek  Soup 
Preserved  Meats 
„  Vegetables 
Vinegar  - 
Lemon  Juice  - 
Pemmican 


12656 
36 
4032 
180 
503 
3520 
224 
9120 
12768 
336 
31111 
550 
2244 
2976 
2.S00 
26 

8557 


Pounds. 

Gallons. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Gallons. 

Pounds. 

Pounds. 

Founds. 
Pounds. 
Pounds. 
Pounds. 
Pounds. 
Pounds. 
Gallons. 
Pounds. 
Pounds. 

Total  - 


t 


4 


14 


in  3  whole  and  6  half  chests. 

11 


30 
36 

4 

22 


70 


23 


34 


11 


Lomon 
Juice. 


o  « 


fcfj 

(3 


86 


a 


86 


72 
8 
152 
12 

66 

64 
240 
288 

32 
132 

30 


I 


1991 


199 


1.104! 


Approved.  Dated  the  27th  day  of  August,  1854. 

E.  A.  Inglefield,  Captain.  W.  T.  Richards,  Clerk  in  Charo-e. 


*  Received  or  roquired — as  the  case  may  be. 
Note. —  If  this  Form  is  used  as  a  Demand,  the  packages  required  are  to  be  fchow  n  in  the  proper  columns,  and  the 
Captain's  approval  muht  be  inserted. 


■  De  Bray,  of  the  French 
ivy. 


No.  13. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  in  waiting,  30th  September  1854. 

Having  submitted  the  names  of  the  officers  belonging  to  Her  Majesty's 
Navy  to  the  consideration  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty, 
it  affords  mc  infinite  satisfaction  to  be  able  to  speak  in  the  highest  terms  of 
praise  of  the  conduct  of  Ifonsr.  Emilie  De  Bray  whilst  serving  more  imme- 
diately under  the  command  of  my  gallant  coadjutor,  Captain  Henry  Kellett, 
of  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  Avho  has  already  given  to  him  a  special  letter, 
the  burthen  of  which  is  to  the  effect  that  his  conduct  reflects  infinite  credit 
on  the  service  of  which  he  is  so  truly  a  noble  specimen.  Like  the  lamented 
Bellot  he  has  acquiied  the  warmest  sympathies  of  all  who  have  had  the 
pleasure  of  his  society.  I  earnestly  hope  that  our  sentiments  may  be 
made  known  to  his  Government,  and  that  his  merit  may  meet  with  the 

distinction  he  so  richly  merits.  t  p 

1  am,  cvc. 

(Signed)       Edward  Biu.cnEn, 

Captain  commanding  the  Arctic  Expedition. 


No.  14. 

Caj)tain  W.  A,  B.  Hamilton  to  M.  De  Bray,  Chevalier  de  la  Legion 
d'  Honnciir,  H.M.S.V.  "  rha3nix,"  Woolwich. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  .3()th  September  1854. 

J  am  (lii'ccicd  by  my  Lords  (Jommissioncrs  of  the  Admiralty  to  trans- 
mit to  you  herewith  m,  coi)y  of  a  letter  irom  Captain  Sir  i^klward  lielchcr, 
R.N.,  dated  this  day,  and  to  convey  to  you  the  cx])i  cssi()n  of  their  Lordships' 
admiration  of  your  coiKhict,  which  they  have  not  failed  to  communicate  to 
.our  Govcri.n'ieut.  (Signed)       W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 
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No.  15. 

Captain  W.  A.  B.  Hamilton  to  PL  Hammond,  Esq.,  Foreign  Office. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  oOth  September  1854. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  transmit 
to  you  herewith,  for  the  information  of  the  Earl  of  Clarendon,  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  speaking  in  high  terms  of 
M.  Emilie  De  Bray,  whilst  serving  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Kellett. 

(Signed)       W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 


Proceedings  of 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 


M.  De  Bray. 


Proceedings  of  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  H.M.  Discovery  Ship 

"  Resolute." 


Proceedings  of 
Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 


No.  1. 

Captain  H.  Kellett  to  Commander  Robert  M'Clure,  H.M.  Ship  "  Inves-       Survey  of  Crew  of 
tigator,"  and  Surgeons  of  H.M.  Ships  "  Resolute"  and  "  Investigator."  investigatoi. 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Reso- 
lute," and  Senior  Officer  in  Barrow  Strait. 

Whereas,  from  the  debilitated  state  in  which  that  part  of  the  crew  of 
H.M.  S.  "  Investigator"  which  arrived  on  board  the  "  Resolute"  on  the  2d  inst., 
I  consider  it  necessary  that  a  survey  should  be  held  on  the  remainder, 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  on  board  Her  Majesty's 
ship  "  Investigator,"  and  there  hold  a  strict  and  careful  survey  on  all  the 
officers,  seamen,  and  marines,  on  board  her  accordingly. 

The  report  of  your  proceedings  herein  is  to  be  made  in  duplicate,  and 
contain  information  under  the  following  heads  : — Name, — Rating, — Age,— 
State  of  health, — whether  fit  to  undergo  the  rigour  of  another  winter  in 
this  climate, — and  v/hether  volunteers  or  not. 

Before  deciding  on  their  fitness  or  otherwise  to  remain  another  winter  on 
the  ice,  the  medical  officer  will  duly  consider  the  advantages  to  be  derived 
from  placing  the  crew  on  a  full  scale  of  provisions  (of  which  for  these  last  18 
months  they  have  had  but  two-thirds  allowance,  or  less),  together  with  the 
addition  of  any  game  that  may  be  procured,  not  forgetting  also  that  they 
have  already  been  three    inters  in  this  climate. 

And  you  will  perform  this  service  with  such  care  and  accuracy  that  you 
may  be  ready,  if  required,  to  make  solemn  declaration  to  the  impartiality 
and  correctness  of  your  proceedings. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  H.M.  ship  "  Resolute,"  Winter  Quarters, 
Dealy  Island,  this  5th  day  of  May  1853. 

(Signed)  H.  Kellett,  Captain. 


No.  2. 

Commander  Robert  M'Clure  to  Captain  Henry  Kellett,  C.B. 

H.M.  Ship  "  Investigator,"  Baring  Island, 
Sir,  24th  May  1853. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  the  Report  of  Survey  upon  the  officers  and 
crew  under  my  command,  and  also  to  acquaint  you  that  the  different  heads 
to  which  you  have  directed  the  particular  attention  of  the  surveying  officers 
have  been  carefully  attended  to ;  also  that  the  letter  addressed  to  me 
accompanying  the  order  for  survey,  dated  5th  May,  1853,  has  been  read 
and  explained  to  the  crew  in  a  manner,  I  believe  and  hope,  in  strict 
conformity  Avith  your  benevolent  intentions.  The  result  of  the  whole,  I 
am  sorry  to  add,  has  led  to  the  abandonment  of  the  ship,  four  volunteers 
only  for  further  service  appearing  amongst  the  entire  crew.  The  officers, 
with  one  solitary  exception,  I  have  the  greatest  satisfaction  in  stating,  came 
forward  in  the  most  noble  and  spirited  manner  to  tender  their  further  ser- 
vices ;  but  even  this  would  not  raise  the  amount  to  the  number  which  /  think 
adequate  to  work  the  vessel ;  consequently  I  have  no  alternative  but  to 
carry  into  effect,  reluctantly  indeed,  the  painful  duty  above  mentioned. 

T 
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Proceedings  of  xhc  other  sublects  are  embraced  in  the  opinion  of  the  medical  officers 

ncrewiti:!  enclosed,  and  upon  which  it  is  not  now  necessary  to  oner  any 


Captain  Kelleit,  C.B. 


Survey  of  Crew  of  obsCrvatioHS. 
"  Investigator. 


I  have  also  to  acquaint  you  that  at  present  we  are  busil  y  engaged  landing 
stores  and  provisions,  winch  J  intend  shall  Ibrru  a  depot  of  four  months  for 
66  men.  As  soon  as  this  duty  has  been  accomplished  and  the  vessel  secured 
so  that,  should  the  ice  drift  out  of  the  bay,  it  will  tlirow  her  upon  a  shoal 
which  is  within  two  hundred  yards  of  our  position,  where  she  will  remain 
for  ages,  a  comfortable  asylum  for  any  parties  that  may  ever  require  succour 
upon  this  side  of  the  Strait,  and  make,  in  combination  with  the  large  depot 
and  house  which  you  have  at  Dealy  Island,  the  most  perfect  arrangements 
for  the  safety  of  any  requiring  succour  on  either  side  of  these  waters, 
proceed  with  the  remainder  of  the  crew  to  join  you  at  Dealy  Island. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)  Rob.  M'Clure,  Commander. 


Report  of  Survey  on  Crew  of  "  Investigator." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Investigator," 
Sir,  Bay  of  Mercy,  23d  May  1853. 

In  obedience  to  your  orders  conveyed  to  us  through  Commander 
M'Clure  directing  a  survey  to  be  held  on  the  officers  and  men  remaining 
on  board  this  ship,  with  a  view  of  ascertaining  their  general  state  of  health 
and  efficiency  for  further  service  in  the  Polar  Sea,  we  have  the  honour  to 
inform  yo"  ^bat  we  have  this  day  held  a  strict  and  careful  survey 
accordingly,  and  beg  to  state  as  the  result  thereof,  that  their  present  state 
of  health  is  such,  as  renders  them  utterly  unfit  to  undergo  the  rigour  of 
another  winter  in  this  climate  without  entertaining  the  most  serious 
apprehension  for  the  consequence. 

There  exists  in  all  of  them  at  present,  with  one  or  two  exceptions,  well 
marked  evidence  of  scurvy  and  debihty  in  various  stages  of  development 
with  great  loss  of  flesh  and  strength,  as  may  be  seen  from  the  remarks 
appended  to  the  name  of  each  in  the  accompanying  list,  which  calls  for 
their  departure  from  these  regions  as  early  as  possible  a  matter  of  urgent 
necessity,  and  the  adoption  of  prompt  means  to  insure  the  same,  that  they 
may  be  placed  under  the  salutary  influence  of  such  anti- scorbutic  and 
other  agents  as  are  essential  for  their  recovery  and  ultimate  safety. 

We  are  also  of  opinion  that  the  reduced  allowance  of  provisions  on  which 
they  have  been  victualled  for  a  period  of  nearly  twenty  months,  is  one 
which  we  consider,  and  the  past  experience  of  others  has  hkewise  proved, 
to  be  quite  inadequate  for  maintaining  the  health  of  the  men,  exposed  to 
the  rigorous  influence  of  this  climate. 

That  it  has  rendered  them  less  able  to  generate  an  amount  of  animal 
heat  sufficient  to  resist  the  intensity  of  the  cold,  while  it  has  established  a 
pre-disposition  to  the  attacks  of  that  disease  (scurvy)  the  germs  of  which 
now  so  universally  prevails  amongst  them,  with  its  usual  distressing 
influence  on  the  minds,  likewise  rendering  them  highly  susceptible  of  other 
diseases,  and  unable  to  withstand  the  privations  to  which  they  have  been 
exposed,  and  which  are  inseparable  from  Arctic  service,  is  sufficiently 
obvious,  as  their  present  condition  but  too  fully  proves. 

It  is  likewise  our  opinion  that  from  their  present  state  and  condition  the 
remedial  resources  of  the  ship  would  be  insufficient  to  establish  such  a 
state  of  health  and  efficiency  as  to  afford  any  guarantee  against  the 
occurrence  of  thos(;  evils  which  could  not  fail  to  result  from  the  circumstance 
of  remaining  in  the  ship,  and  exposed  to  the  intense  severity  of  another 
(the  fourth)  Arctic  winter,  after  the  effects  of  a  sojourn  so  long  as  that 
which  has  fallen  to  their  lot  to  have  experienced. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       At.exandkii  Armstrong, 

Surgeon,  H.M.S.  "Investigator." 
(Signed)       W.  T.  Domville, 

Surgeon,  H.M.S."  Resolute." 

Henry  Kellel.t,  f 'aptain,  C.F,., 
il.iVl.S.  "Resoiuie." 
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Report  of  the  State  of  Health  of  the  Officees  and  Crew  of  Her  Majesty's 
Discovery  Ship  "  Investigator,"  Robert  M'Clure,  Esq.,  Commander-  as  found  on 
Survey  held  on  board  the  said  Ship  in  the  Bay  of  Mercy,  Baring's  Island,  this 
23d  day  of  May  1853,  in  accordance  with  the  Orders  of  Captain  Henry  Kellett, 
C.B.,  of  Her  Majesty's  Discovery  Ship  "  Resolute." 


Proceedings  of 
Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 

Survey  of  Crew  of 
"  Investigator." 


Names. 


Robert  M'Clure  - 
W.  H.  Haswell 

Alex.  Armstrong,  M.D. 
Stephen  Court 
H.  H.  Sainsbury 
Joseph  Cave  Paine 

George  Kennedy 
George  J.  Ford 


William  Newton 


Michael  Flynn 


John  Calder 


Samuel  Mackenzie 


Isaac  Stubberfleld 


James  Williams 


Peter  Thompson 


Eatings. 


Commander 
Lieutenant 

Surgeon 

Acting 

Master. 
Mate 

Clerk  in 
Charge. 


Acting  Boat- 
swain. 


Carpenter 


Ice  Mate 


Quarter- 
master. 


Capt.  of  the 
Forecastle. 


A.B. 


45 
35 

33 
27 
25 
33 

39 
31 


48 


35 


34 


27 


Ship's  cook 


Captain  of 
hold. 


Captain  of 
fore  top. 


30 


33 


30 


State  of  Health,  and  Eemarks. 


Good  health,  but  slight  anoemia  of 

the  gums. 
In  apparent  health,  but  scorbutic 

taint  manifest  from  lividity  of 

gums,  with  line  of  demarcation. 
Good  health.    Left  inguinal  hernia 

since  embarkation. 
Good  health. 

General  derangement  and  pulmonic 
disease.    Scorbutic  taint. 

Has  been  in  a  very  bad  state  of 
health  from  rheumatism,  but  is 
now  improving.  Has  been  271 
days  under  treatment. 

Has  been  46  days  under  treatment 
for  scurvy  in  1852.  Has  now 
tumidity  and  lividity,  with  slight 
suppuration  of  the  gums.  General 
anoemia. 

Inguinal  hernia  on  both  sides,  one  of 
which  occurred  on  board  and 
the  other  previous ;  has  also 
varicose  veins.  In  apparent  good 
health,  but  anoemia  of  the  gums, 
with  line  of  demarcation  very 
apparent. 

Tumidity  and  lividity  of  the  gums, 
painful  mastication,  and  looseness 
of  the  teeth,  many  of  which  are 
decayed.  Reduced  in  health  and 
strength. 

Tumidity,  lividity,  and  line  of  de- 
marcation of  the  gums,  which 
bleed  on  mastication  of  hard  food. 
Has  lost  flesh,  but  enjoys  fair 
health  and  strength. 
Tumidity,  lividity,  and  recession  of 
the  gums,  Avhich  bled  on  pressure, 
with  general  scorbutic  taint.  Is 
in  apparent,  and  maintains  health. 
Has  been  63  days  on  the  list  for 
debility  in  1852  and  1853. 
Lividity  of  gums,  with  ulcerated 
edges,  which  bleed  during  mas- 
tication. Complains  now  of  fleet- 
ing pains  of  body  and  limbs, 
with  debility  on  the  slightest 
exertion. 

Has  been  a  strong  and  healthy  man 
up  to  a  few  weeks  since,  but  is 
now  losing  flesh  and  strength. 
General  fleeting  pains  of  body 
and  limbs  :  tumidity  and  demar- 
cation of  the  gums. 
Has  been  177  days  on  the  list — 123 
with  pneumonia,  36  pleuritis,  and 
18  with  debility.  Condensation 
of  left  lung,  with  pleuritic  ad- 
hesion ;  lividity  and  tumidity  of 
gums,  with  foul  and  receding 
edges ;  slight  petechise  on  the 
legs.  General  debility. 
Stout,  and  in  apparent  health. 
Lividity  and  ulceration  of  the  free 
margin  of  the  gums  ;  suppuration 
at  the  base  of  the  teeth,  with 
slight  occasional  bleeding. 
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Vol. 
Vol. 

Vol. 
Vol. 
Unfit. 
Vol. 

Vol. 
Not. 


Not. 


Not. 


Vol. 


Not. 


Not. 


Unfit. 


Not. 


(  n  ) 


Proceedings  of 
Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 

Survey  of  Crew  of 
"  Investigator." 


Nunies. 

KatingH. 

Age. 

Stale  of  Jli'alttj,  and  Ji/.-inarki*, 

1- 

VV  iXllflJll    VV  JllltJIll.Hi  - 

Tiivinifv      {inn                  f  i/.n  ♦l.^* 
xjivjuii/j'      o-iKi      UJCiyJ  allOIl      Oi  Llif? 

margin  of  the  gums,  with  suppu- 
1'ntion  *a\.  W\i*  li'iHf*  Tl'tu  Iriuf 
strori^tlij  und  liad  'lywcntcry  in  ^ 
severe  form  during  the  ]>ast 
winter* 

;  \r.fi* 

1 

Henry  Stone    -       -  - 

Blacksmith 

28 

At  present  in  tlie  list  with  cynache  ; 
general  scoi'butie  taint. 

Not, 

George  Olley 

A.B. 

28 

Stout,    and  in    apparent  health. 

Not. 

Lividity  and  a  fungoid  condition 
of  tlic  gums. 

Ellis  Griffiths  -       -  - 

A.B. 

26 

General  debility  ;  and  is  now  under 
treatment  for  scui'vy. 

Unfit, 

William  Carroll  - 

A.B. 

32 

In  apparent  iiealth,  but  states  he 
has  lost  strength.  Tumidity  and 
anocmia  of  the  gums. 

!  Not. 

1 
i 

•Tfi  in      IVpI  qnn             -  - 

A.B. 

25 

In  Qfood  heaitli  Has  iiist  rotnrnf'd 
as     one     of     fJuntRin  M'TIlnri^'i! 

•  VIJ           \J                    V/1.                 cIj  J  f  Levi  11         .i-'X    \w/l          O  S 

travelling  party  from  Melville 
Island,  which  has  improved  him. 
Lividitv  and  tniniditv  nf  tTip 
yum.:). 

John  Davies 

A.B. 

31 

Has  been  93  days  under  treatment 

Unfit. 

for  scurvy — 55  days  in  1852,  and 
38  days  in  1853.    The  gums  are 

now    tumid,    livid,    and  suppu- 

rating. 

i  .Avn r^l  1  n c  TTnll +        _  _ 

V-^Cl"  [J  I  ill  1 1  o 

94 

A  rnfiri  nf  rnlrmi'  •          tippn  ^^Orlo^'-o 

on  the  list,  chiefly  from  frost 
bites.    Lividity  and  tumefaction, 

"Wl  til    '^P^ n PTrt PQG    cmrl    cnriTMi  r*f>^  \ r\Y\ 

TV  1  LIO.     LCllV/lCi  11 1^00     ctllU.        U  IJ  U  Ul  (t  LI  (J  11 

or  tlie  P^nnm    avIii  p1i  Ofi^jmirinQllx' 

bleed. 

George  Bi-own 

Quarter- 

3D 

A  stout  healthy  looking  man,  but 
ha.s  all  the  evidences  of  a  scorbutic 
taint  in  the  gums. 

Not. 

master. 

rTpn  w        frn  f^rx              _  _ 

O  1 

\^\\ p  nn  1  v  xw '^T\   in   +1^ r»  cTii r»  wlir^  It o □ 

^11^  \Jl\i.\    Uinil    111     Lilt/    ollJU    W  IiU  Jicio 

"NTr.t 
!->  Ol . 

officers' 
steward. 

never  been  on  the  list.  Scorbutic 
character  of  gums^  and  general 

rlpbilifv 
\Wj  fjiii  L  y  • 

George  L.  Milner 

Gun-room 
steward. 

32 

In  good  health,  but  has  slight 
ana3mia  of  gums. 

Vol. 

John  "Wilcox    -       -  - 

Purser  and 

IJiX  y  xUcla  LCI  o 

steward. 

30 

Stout  and  healthy  lookinr.  but  has 

■^.iiTrnni'fv  nnn  nvinii 's  ornmc 

liLllill'-lll'V    cillLL  llVH-lll'^    \j  I.  ^Ullli?. 

Not. 

•TfiTin  ^^r»mi   -          .  _ 

Royal  Ma- 
rines. 

9Q 

Sif  nil  \    fill  rl    npn  1  f  n  v    1  nr»  Irm  cr       ATn  r«lt 

improved  by  travelling  to  Melville 
Island.  Scorbutic  taint  in  the 
gums. 

1.1  ot. 

James  Biggs    -  - 

Corporal  - 

30 

In  good  health,  but  tumidity,  ulcera- 

Vol. 

tion   find  lividitv  of  o'liTYi^i 

Elias  BoAV    -       -  - 

Private 

37 

Severe   attack  of   dysenterj^,  with 
»  prostration,     during     the  last 

ixnTi  +  f*!'         ix  Awr     Triple     /ipVm  li^"ci^"PfI 
VV  111        .       J-T  \j  VV      iLtJo     vlcUlli  LoiLdl. 

Tumidity,  lividity,  and  suppura- 
tion rvT  thp  0*11  nm 

Not. 

Tlionias  Biiiicrort 

Private 

32 

Has  been  29  days  in  list  for  debility 
in  1852.  Has  lately  lost  health 
and  strengtli. 

Not. 

Thomas  Morgan  - 

A.B. 

35 

Under  treatment  for  scrofula,  when 
scurvy  su[)('rvcned. 

Unfit. 

Mcniy  i>hi(r     -        -  - 

Boatswain's 
mate. 

34 

At  ])resent  under  treatment  for 
scurvy  of  an  inveterate  character, 
with  great  loss  of  flesh  and 
sirenglh.  Had  formerlj'  a  se\'ere 
atta.(!k  of  dysentery. 

Unfit. 

ItoiiT.  M'Cluuh,  Commander,  \  II. M.  Ship 

Alex.  Armhtuong,  M.D.  Surgeon,  J  "  Investigator." 


Wm.  I)()mvii-mc,  M.I).  Surgeon,  Il.M.  Ship  "Resolute." 
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■vr^   Q  Proceedings  of 

Captain  KeUett,  C.B, 

Captain  Henry  Kellett,  C.B.,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B. 

H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  Winter  Quarters, 
Sir,  Dealy  Island,  8th  June  1853. 

In  continuation  of  my  report  of  proceedings  which  I  sent  to  Beechey 
Island  and  of  which  I  send  you  a  copy,  together  with  other  documents 
relative  to  ther/j,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  M.  De  Bray's  auxiliary  to  ^  French 
Commander  M'Clintock  arrived  on  the  1 8th  ultimo,  having  left  with  him  Navy,  arrives, 
seventy  days  provisions  on  the  2d  May  in  lat.  76°  8'  N.  and  longitude 
116°  4.5' W.  to  the  northward  of  him.  All  the  way  from  Cape  Fisher 
westerly,  he  could  see  land  (apparently  Islands)  about  40  miles  off ; 
these  he  will  search  on  his  journey  home. 

Unfortunately  M.  De  Bray  on  his  way  back,  this  side  of  Cape  Fisher, 
lost  a  man  (John  Coombs,  stoker).  Fie  died  from  disease  of  the  heart. 
He  brought  his  body  across  the  land  by  request  of  his  shipmates.  Com- 
mander M'Clintock  speaks  in  the  highest  terms  of  M.  De  Bray,  he  says, 
"  he  could  not  have  had  a  better  second." 

Mr.  Nares,  auxiliary  to  Lieut,  Mecham,  arrived  on  the  1st  June;  he  had  Mr. Nares arrives, 
a  disabled  Marine  with  him,  and  very  properly  returned  before  he  had 
executed  all  his  orders  (he  started  again  in  three  days).  He  left  Lieutenant 
Mecham  on  3d  May  in  lat.  75°  35'  N.  long.  118°  0'  W.  having  crossed 
from  Melville  Island  to  Prince  Patrick's  group  or  land  (whatever  it  may 
be).  This  name  I  have  given  it  as  it  was  landed  and  taken  possession  of  on 
His  Royal  Highness's  birthday.  Lieutenant  Mecham  had  on  that  date  45 
days'  provisions  on  his  sledge,  with  depots  laid  out  to  bring  him  back  to  the 
ship ;  he  will  pass  to  the  southward  of  this  new  land  and  as  far  west  as  he 
can  reach.  He  supposed  it  to  be  only  a  small  island  of  a  chain  ;  he  could 
see  no  land  south  of  him.  Both  these  parties  will  be  back  by  the  7th 
July. 

On  the  5th  inst.  Commander  Richards  of  H.M.S.  "Assistance"  Commander Ei3hard<i arrivps. 
reached  this  ship;  he  met  Lieutenant  Hamilton  on  the  17th  May,  at  the 
position  marked  in  the  chart  I  sent  you,  2 1  da.ys  from  this  ship.  Lieutenant 
Hamilton  goes  on  for  your  appointed  rendezvous,  to  bring  back  the  papers 
deposited  there  for  me  by  Commander  Richards,  which  I  hope  Avill  give  me 
some  information  as  to  your  intended  movements,  as  he  can  give  me 
none. 

I  have  now  absent : 

1st.  Commander  M'Clintock,  and  eight  men. 

2d.  Lieutenant  Mecham,  and  seven  men. 

3d.  Lieutenant  Pim,  and  seven  men. 

4th.  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  and  seven  men. 

5th.  Dr.  Domville,  and  seven  men,  and 

6th.  Mr.  Nares,  and  four  men. 
Dr.  Domville  I  fear  will  not  arrive  before  Commander  Richards  starts  this 
evening,  as  he  is  not  yet  in  sight. 

Commander  Richards  coming  here  has  been  most  fortunate  ;  he  will  take 
direct  to  you  all  information  relative  to  this  part  of  the  Expedition,  and  will 
also  finish  the  Byam  Martin  Channel,  the  search  of  which  I  have  been  un- 
able to  undertake  for  want  of  means.  Commander  M'Clintock  forestalled 
him  to  the  westward. 

My  intended  movements  are  as  follows  : — 

1st.  Should  "Investigator's"  crew  be  found  unfit  to  continue  with 
another  winter,  I  shall  proceed  at  the  earliest  opportunity  with  both  ships 
to  Beechey  Island.  Should  I  find  no  contrary  orders  from  you  then  I  shall 
despatch  "  North  Star,"  and  "Intrepid,"  to  England,  taking  "  North  Star's  " 
place  myself. 

2d.  Should  they  be  founJ  rhle  to  contend  Avith  another  winter,  on  the 
increased  allowance  of  provisions,  I  shall  despatch  "  Intrepid"  the 
moment  water  makes,  with  that  portion  of  "Investigator's"  crew  now 
here,  and  reduce  my  own  to  30  men,  and  eight  officers,  with  directions 
to  proceed  to  England,  depositing  all  the  provisions  and  coal  she  can 
spare  at  Beeche}^  Island,  if   it  can    be  done,  without  risking  another 
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uroceedings  of  winter  withiii  the  Arctic  circle,  remaining  here  inyKclf  for  the  refiult 
ptamKeik.tt,c.B.  Commander    M'Cliire's  attempt  to  cross  the  Strait  in  his  ship,  and 

finally,  to  remain  next  winter  in  this  neighbourhood,  if  he  fails  in  getting 

across. 

I  must  congratulate  you  on  the  fine  position  you  iiave  [jcen  enabled  to 
attain  for  the  search  of  the  coast  both  east  and  west  of  you.  1  hope  that 
you  may  have  made  as  extended  a  search  to  the  eastward  as  Commander 
llichards  has  done  westerly.  If  still  unsuccessful  in  gaining  any  tidings  of 
the  missing,  their  Lordships  will,  I  think,  expect  us  to  search  the  west  coast 
of  Baffin's  Bay.  This  might  be  well  done  by  placing  one  ship  at  Pond's 
Bay,  one  at  the  Clyde  River,  and  one  at  Exeter  Bay  ;  breaking  out  soon,  we 
could  then  inquire  about  the  report  of  the  ships  seen  on  the  ice  off  New- 
foundland, before  our  return  in  the  autumn  of  1854  ;  but  you  no  doubt  have 
maturely  considered  all  this,  only  let  us  finish  it  a]id  leave  no  opening  or 
direction  within  our  reach  by  travelling  parties  unsearchcd. 

The  number  of  directions  I  have  had  to  pursue,  made  my  parties  in  any 
direction  weak ;  but  I  feel  a  great  deal  will  be  accomplished  by  the  spirit 
and  enthusiasm  of  my  officers  and  crew. 

By  the  Beechey  Island  party  I  have  given  directions  to  Commander  Pullen 
to  follow  out  the  tenor  of  my  letter  to  you  of  the  7tli  ultimo,  with  respect  to 
the  equipment  and  efficiency  of  the  "  North  Star,"  should  he  not  receive 
^  contrary  orders  from  you. 

I  have,  &c. 
Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Dr.  Domville  arrives. 


Lieutenant  Mechara. 


Commander  M'Clintock. 


No.  4. 

Letter  from  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  detailing  Proceedings  up  to  the 

10th  February  1854. 

H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  10th  February  1854, 
Sir,  lat.  74°  42'  N.,  long.  101°  22'  W. 

My  letter  of  the  8th  June,  with  the  documents  accompanying  it,  will 
have  given  you  a  concise  account  of  my  proceedings  and  intended  move- 
ments up  to  that  date. 

I  beg  now  to  transmit  papers  containing  information  relative  to  this 
part  of  the  expedition,  with  a  report  of  proceedings  since  that  time. 

Commander  Richards  left  "  Resolute"  on  the  evening  of  8th  June,  at 
4  o'clock,  and  Dr.  Domville  arrived  on  board  here  at  1  a.m.  on  the  10th, 
bringing  me  the  information  relative  to  "  Investigator's"  crew  contained 
in  the  accompanying  documents.  It  will  be  readily  seen  from  them 
what  would  have  been  the  result  had  their  Lordships  not  determined 
on  detaching  a  portion  of  this  expedition  in  the  direction  of  Melville 
Island. 

I  accompanied  Commander  Richards  on  his  first  march  from  "  Resolute," 
so  that  when  I  received  the  information  cf  Dr.  Domville's  arrival,  he  was 
too  distant  for  me  to  overtake  him  with  any  party  I  had  to  send. 

Lieuten.ant  Hamilton  returned  on  the  20th  June,  after  an  absence  of 
54  days.  He  visited  our  preconcerted  rendezvous,  and  brought  me  from 
it  your  despatch  addressed  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  your  letter 
respecting  it,  and  a  private  letter  for  myself.  Lieutenant  Hamilton 
brought  his  party  in  all  well. 

Lieutenant  Mccham  arrived  on  the  6th  July,  having  been  absent  94 
days;  his  party  all  well,  with  the  exception  of  one  man,  who  has  lost,  I 
fear,  the  sight  of  one  eye. 

Commander  M'Clintock  returned  on  the  ISth  July,  nfler  an  absence  of 
105  (lays,  the  ground  being  clear  of  snow,  and  very  heavy  ;  the  ravines 
running  with  impassable  torrents,  obliged  him  to  abandon  all  his  equip- 
ments on  the  north  side  of  Melville  Island,  nbout  two  miles  distant  from 
the  shore  of  Ilecia  iuid  (iriper  Bay.  He  walked  in  with  his  crew,  carrying 
their  knapsacks  and  a  few  provisions,  all  safe  and  well. 

The  a,cc()m|)anying  tracing,  with  an  abstract  from  my  travelling  table, 
will  show  you  the  extent  of  coast  IIkU  lut.s  been,  .searched  vilihowi  finding 


the  slightest  trace  of  men  ever  having  been  on  it  before,  and  what  has  Proceedings  of 

been  added  to  our  knowledge  of  the  country  by  the  officers  and  crew  of      Captain  KeHett,  c.b. 
this  ship  ?    How  ably  and  zealously  they  must  have  done  their  duty  to  Commander  M'Ciintock 
cover  so  much  ground — 1,618  miles  discovet^ed,  and  walked  over! 

The  "  Erebus"'  and  "  Terror"  getting  through  Wellington  Channel,  will, 
I  have  every  expectation,  have  been  found  by  you  to  the  eastward  of  your 
position.  Had  they  got  westerly,  some  of  our  parties  would  certainly 
have  found  them. 

I  do  not  think  that  more  can  be  done  west  and  north  of  Melville  Island 
than  has  been  done,  even  if  we  knew  of  the  existence  of  land  from  any 
position  attainable  by  ships  through  Lancaster  Sound,  until  we  have  some 
other  means  of  travelling. 

I  have  been  most  successful  in  procuring  game,  and  that  of  some  size, 
musk  oxen  and  reindeer,  which  enabled  me  to  serve  l^lb.  per  man  per  Eeduced  to  i  ib.  after  breaking 
day  for  some  considerable  time.  This  was  not  obtained  without  much 
labour  and  method.  My  principal  hunting  grounds  were  distant  from  the 
ship  12  to  15  miles.  I  have  had  five  hunting  parties  away  at  one  time; 
besides  every  encouragement  and  facility  was  given  to  sportsmen  to  hunt 
the  country  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  ship,  sjnall  game,  geese,  ducks, 
ptarmigan,  being  considered  as  their  property. 

You  cannot  conceive  how  this  good  hving,  exercise,  change  of  scene 
and  prospects,  improved  the  "  Investigator's"  crcAV  and  invigorated  my  own, 
who  returned  to  me  healthy,  but  thin  and  voracious  as  hawks. 

This  country,  it  may  be  said,  teemed  with  animal  life  from  the  middle  of 
May  to  the  middle  of  October,  but  I  do  not  think  that  a  large  party  of 
Europeans  could  support  themselves  by  hunting,  even  during  these  months. 

The  animals  soon  become  shy  and  scarce,  fuel  for  cooking  scarce,  and 
hardly  to  be  obtained  at  all  w^hen  the  ground  is  covered  with  snow. 

We  have  had  during  the  summer,  June,  July,  and  August,  very  mild 
weather,  an  unusual  quantity  of  rain  but  little  wind. 

It  rained  in  June  on  5  days,  9  hours  hard,  24  rain,  6  drizzle. 
July     11     ■  '„  33 
August  6        6  49  „ 

August  having  arrived  with  little  appearance  of  a  break  up,  I  sent 
Mr.  Nares,  mate,  with  a  boat  and  crew,  to  report  on  the  practicability  Mr.  Nares. 
of  getting  along  the  land  in  water.  He  returned  in  three  days,  not  being 
able  to  cross  Beverley  Inlet,  or  to  get  along  its  shores.  Were  the  land 
continuous  between  this  and  Beechey,  the  voyage  late  in  the  summer 
might,  I  consider,  be  easily  and  rapidly  made.  Mr.  Nares  could  see  no 
indication  of  a  break  up  to  seaward.  I  now  began  to  despair  of  breaking 
out  at  all,  the  disposal  of  a  part  of  the  crew  to  save  provisions  and  to  give 
room  became  an  object  of  serious  consideration.  I  had  a  large  sledge  for 
carrying  a  boat  made,  but  as  it  was  impossible  that  a  party  could  have  got 
down  to  Beechey  in  time  for  any  ship  leaving  for  England,  and  that  the 
depot  there  would  be  less  able  to  support  the  party  than  this  ship  at 
Dealey,  I  abandoned  the  project,  but  determined  as  soon  as  all  hope  was 
at  an  end,  to  send  a  party  of  2.5  officers  and  men  under  either  M'Ciintock 
or  Mecham  to  "  Investigator"  to  winter,  with  orders  to  visit  the  Princess 
Royal  Islands  and  Nelson's  Head  (south  end  of  Baring  Island),  to  deposit 
at  these  places  records,  and  to  endeavour  to  find  out  from  the  natives 
whether  "  Enterprise"  had  been  seen  by  them.  She  may  get  along- 
American  Coast,  and  get  into  the  strait  discovered  by  Sir  James  Ross, 
now  called  Ommanney  Inlet. 

To  show  you  how  suddenly  changes  take  place,  the  report  from  the 
summit  of  Dealey  Island  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  August  was, 
" Little  change  in  the  ice;  a  few  more  cracks,  but  of  no  extent."  The 
day  commenced  with  light  southerly  wind.  We  had  foot  races, 
wrestling,  jumping  in  bags,  &c.,  on  Dealy  Island,  all  hands  attending, 
even  my  poor  invalid  mate,  Mr.  Sainsbury,  who  had  now  greatly 
improved  in  health  and  spirits ;  towards  evening  the  wind  began  to 
freshen  from  the  south  eastward,  and  at  8  p.m.  blew  a  strong  gale,  too 
much  drift  to  see  what  w^as  going  on  outside.  A  crack  that  was  scarcely 
observable  a  .  day  or  two  before,  between  us  and  "  Intrepid,"  at 
midnight  opened  out  to  some  feet.    I  tried  to  moor  the  piece  to  keep  us 
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Proceedings  of  from  jostlinf>-.  At  2  A.M.  (IBtli)  the  wind  shifted  suddenly  to  the 
Captain KcUett, c.B.  northward,  blowing  a  furious  gale;  the  piece  between  us  and  "  Intrepid" 
went  out ;  the  old  floe  Ijreaking  off  at  our  sterns,  left  us  fast  by  our 
anchors,  to  a  good  heavy  old  floe,  and  in  open  water ;  this  soon  followed, 
and  away  we  went  driving  together  until  we  came  up  with  the  ice  astern 
of  us,  luckily  in  a  hole  of  water.  We  held  on  by  the  piece  as  long  as 
we  could.  It  did  more  for  us  than  we  could  do  for  ourselves;  slewing,  it 
carried  us  round  on  to  its  weather  edge,  where  we  pounded  ihr  a  few 
hours,  having  only  a  little  broken  up  stuff  to  fend  off'  the  lipper  that  had 
now  got  up.  At  6  P.M.  we  managed  to  get  off,  and  made  sail,  running 
along  the  land  to  the  eastward  slowly,  water  making  as  we  progressed. 
At  4  A.M.,  on  19th  we  had  a  block  for  an  hour  off  Point  (jriffiths, 
passed  it,  and  stood  along  the  pack  edge  in  the  dir(;ction  of  Byam 
Martin  Island.  Here  we  were  stopped.  Lanes  into  the  pack,  but  nothing 
that  I  could  attempt  to  take  :  we  beat  about  for  the  day  ^vith  fresh  N.W. 
winds,  our  water  being  about  seven  or  eight  miles  south  and  east  of 
Griffith's,  and  a  good  deal  of  water  to  the  northward  in  the  Byam 
Martin  Channel.  Hoping  to  get  to  the  northward  of  the  ice  driving 
down  the  channel  and  then  easterly,  I  went  up  in  tow.  After  getting  up 
some  distance,  the  pack  approached  and  appeared  to  join  it  ahead ;  I 
made  fast  on  its  edge  in  very  thick  snowy  weather.  Wind  shifting  to 
the  eastward  of  north,  shoaling  the  water  suddenly  from  seventy  to  twelve 
fathoms,  I  was  obliged  to  run  into  the  pack,  so  as  to  have  ice  between  me 
and  the  shore :  we  now  remained  beset  driving  up  and  down  in  thick 
weather  for  two  days,  having  very  variable  soundings.  We  got  into  open 
water  again  on  the  23rd,  and  ran  down  the  pack  edge  to  the  southward 
and  eastward  ;  found  it  all  tight ;  beat  about  for  the  day,  and  in  the  evening 
made  fast  to  a  piece  of  land  floe  north  of  Point  Griffiths.  From  that  time 
until  6th  September,  the  winds  were  constant  between  south  and  W.S.W., 
mostly  light,  the  pack  closing  right  up  to  the  ship  and  opening  for  a  mile 
alternately,  wdth  leads  into  it  easterly  for  four  or  five  miles. 

On  7th,  the  wind  returned  to  the  N.W.  a  fine  fresh  breeze  ;  this  I 
conceived  would  have  been  the  moment  of  our  release ;  the  pack  went  off 
rapidly.  After  freeing  mj^self  from  the  young  ice  which  now  began  to 
make  very  strong,  I  ran  off  to  the  pack  edge  and  followed  it  to  the  south- 
eastward until  it  turned  up  to  the  westward  ;  from  it  all  was  tight  and  more 
compact  than  it  was  for  several  days  before.  I  returned  to  my  former 
position,  and  sent  the  master  to  get  soundings  along  the  floe  edge  we 
were  fast  to. 

Supposing  the  season  so  far  advanced  that  this  would  have  been  my 
winter  quarters,  there  was  water  along  the  land  to  the  westward,  but  at 
this  time  last  year  Skene  Bay  was  closed,  and  the  position  under  Point 
Griffiths  I  considered  as  safe  as  my  former  under  Dealy  Island  ;  the  increased 
distance  would  have  been  no  obstacle  to  ray  putting  in  execution  my 
former  determination  relative  to  the  crews.  It  blew  very  hard  from  the 
N.W.,  with  heavy  drift  and  very  cold,  until  midnight  of  the  8th,  when  it 
suddenly  cleared.  No  ice  in  sight ;  slipped  and  ran  off  but  hardly  got  off 
more  than  three  miles  before  we  were  brought  up  with  sludge  ice  fourteen 
inches  thick,  with  the  pack  to  the  eastward  of  us,  and  became  perfectly 
immovable.  "Intrepid"  was  just  able  to  get  through  it,  and  after  three 
oi-  four  hours  she  got  the  ship's  head  round  with  wind  and  steam  ;  we  just 
got  back  to  fast  ice  before  the  wind  again  increased  to  a  stiong  gale  with 
a  heavy  drift. 

At  9  A.M.  of  the  loth,  the  wind  again  lulled,  the  drift  fell.  Leaving  the 
ship  fast,  with  orders  to  get  up  provisions  sufficient  to  complete  "  Intrepid  " 
to  a  yeai'  for  70  men,  should  I  find  it,  or  consider  it  practicable  for  her  to 
get  down  without  "  liesolute,"  I  left  in  "  Intrcjiid  "  stecnng  for  centre  of 
Byiun  Miutin  Island.  We  soon  got  into  sludge,  but  found  it  much 
lighter  than  (  he  day  before  ;  we  got  about  half  way  over,  or  about  eight 
jiiilcs  Croni  the  ship.  Poinding  that  "  Intrepid  "  could  get  along  well  through 
it  without  stcain,  we  hauled  on  a,  wind  at  noon,  and  made  ship's  signal  to 
close.  She  joined  nt  'l-.'iO  cm.,  when  all  sail  was  made  for  south  end  of 
Byani  Martin.  In  t  his  direction  most  water  Avas  seen.  The  direction  of  the 
wind  our  guide,  we  were  brought  up  about  6 ;  it  was  impossible  to  retrace 
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our  steps.     We  still  struggled  on,  using  every  means  to  get  into  the      captoL' KtiieTt  c  b 

numerous  ]iatches  of  water  about  us,  at  intervals  going  two  or  three   

knots,  and  bringing  up,  until  1 1  p.m.,  when  the  stuff  packed  so  heavily 
on  us  that  both  vessels  became  fixed.  At  midnight  we  had  a  very  heavy 
squall  from  the  N.W.,  which  continued  to  blow  furiously  until  morning. 
Land  was  supposed  to  have  been  seen  on  both  beams. 

We  noAv  went  driving,  fixed  in  the  young  sludge  ice,  nearly  in  the 
direction  of  every  wind  that  blew,  still  I  had  hopes  that  a  westerly  wind 
would  break  it  up ;  innumerable  pools  of  water  to  be  seen  all  round  us, 
yet  with  all  the  means  at  my  disposal,  I  could  not  even  slew  the  ship's 
head  round  to  the  northward.  Powder  only  increased  our  difficulties  ; 
filling  up  every  space  we  cut  with  saws  by  detaching  the  young  ice 
doubled  under  us  some  feet  below  our  keel.  We  continued  driving  this 
way  until  12th  November,  pretty  quietly  except  at  the  spring  tides,  when 
we  had  a  little  crushing  up  around  us,  driving  over  young  floe,  (very 
unpleasant  certainly,)  with  much  row  and  noise,  but  little  danger.  We 
were  fully  prepared  for  the  worst ;  sledges  lashed,  parties  told  oft'  under 
their  officers,  with  everything  on  deck  ready  for  flitting. 

What  a  disappointment  to  a  man's  hopes,  after  breaking  out  so  well  and 
so  easily !  To  get  down  the  strait  I  certainly  thought  it  easy,  but  there 
is  nothing  certain  in  this  navigation  from  one  hour  to  the  next.  Between 
the  10th  September  and  12th  November  we  made  a  heating  voyage  down 
this  strait ;  Ave  only  made  westing  on  two  occasions,  showing  that  there  is 
a  permanent  easterly  current,  a  good  example  of  the  way  the  Great 
Polynia  may  be  navigated  in  the  winter. 

Thus  ends  my  spring  and  summer  proceedings. 

Winter  had  now  really  commenced.  I  was  anxious  to  communicate  with 
you,  and  had  a  party  prepared  for  the  purpose,  but  it  was  impracticable  the 
floe  was  so  much  broken  up,  that  a  boat  could  not  have  been  taken  over 
it,  and  there  was  still  so  much  water  or  light  ice,  that  it  would  not  have 
been  safe  without  one ;  in  addition  there  were  only  seven  travelling  hours 
of  light. 

On  the  14th  November,  Mr.  Sainsbury,  mate,  whose  decline  became  Death  of  Mr.  Sainsbury. 
rapid  from  the  moment  we  lost  hopes  of  getting  down,  and  the  cold 
weather,  died.  Poor  fellow  !  the  prospect  of  getting  home,  coupled  with  the 
ability  and  kindness  of  my  surgeon,  was  all  that  sustained  him  so  long. 

It  now  became  a  matter  of  great  consideration,  the  victualling  so  large 
a  number  of  men  in  addition  to  my  own  crew,  after  having  expended  so 
much  in  travelling,  placing  depots,  and  feeding  increased  numbers  so  as  to 
sustain  them  in  health,  and  give  me  the  means  of  saving  my  ships.  The 
result  was,  I  found,  that  with  a  very  small  decrease  of  the  allowance  I 
could  victual  all  until  the  end  of  April,  and  have  for  myself  (reducing 
my  crew  to  fifty  men)  provisions  to  last  me  until  May  1855,  before  Both  vessels, 
which  time  I  hope  to  be  released,  or  be  within  reach  of  succour.  To  have 
reduced  the  allowance  would,  I  felt,  have  been  to  lose  a  large  portion  of  the 
crew  their  Lordships  sent  me  to  assist.  Therefore,  I  did  not  reduce  the 
allowance ;  besides  no  reduction  I  could  have  made,  would  have  enabled  rne 
to  stay  by  my  ships  during  the  winter  of  1855-56  without  being  assisted, 
which  may  be  done  yet,  if  we  are  so  unfortunate  this  summer  as  to  fail  in 
getting  through. 

My  intended  proceedings,  unless  I  get  contrary  instructions  from  you, 
will  be  as  follows  : — 

I.  To  despatch  two  parties  (one  men,  the  other  dogs)  under  Lieutenant 
Hamilton  and  Mr.  Roche,  mate,  to  Beechey  Island,  as  early  as  practicable 
in  March ;  the  dogs  to  be  employed,  with  Mr.  Roche  as  their  leader  in 
case  you  have  not  reached  Beechey,  in  carrying  these  despatches  to  you, 
and  the  men  to  return  to  me  with  information. 

II.  An  officer,  Mr.  Court  of  "  Investigator,"  accompanies  these  parties, 
who  I  propose  shall  be  sent  to  Port  Leopold  with  a  strong  party  to  survey 
and  arrange  the  stores  there;  to  leave  a  chart  there  of  all  that  has  been 
done,  and  all  information  relative  to  the  squadron  and  depots  of  provisions 
for  CoUinson ;  a  copy  of  Mr.  Court's  survey  to  be  left  in  the  Beechey 
House.  This  officer  was  with  Sir  James  Ross,  and  will  execute  thivS 
service  zealously  and  well. 
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Proceedings  of 
(Captain  Kcllett,  C15. 


All  aniouiilii); 
and  men. 


to  83  officers 


The  officers  and  crew  ol'  the  "  Investigator,"  together  with  the  offit^rn 
of  this  ship,  and  the  men  who  are  the  least  able  to  stand  a  further  winter 
in  this  climate,  will  leave  in  three  divisions  for  the  depot  at  lieeehey 
Island,  in  the  month  of  April,  all  arriving  there  by  the  1st  May. 

I  will  accompany  myself  the  first  division,  to  communicate  and  receive 


instructions  from 


you. 


or  should 


you 


not  be  there,  to 


give  Commander 
I  shall  return  to  my  ship 


Pullen  instructions  for  his  guidance,  after  which 
to  await  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice. 

I  will  not  allow  myself  to  consider  the  possibility  of  there  being  no  ship 
at  Beecliey,  or  no  resources ;  even  under  these  circumstances  I  must 
endeavour  to  get  the  same  number  away. 

I  should  like  much  to  send  a  chosen  few  home  by  way  of  America,  or 
right  on  to  "  Plover."  It  is  practicable  now,  I  think,  with  the  depots,  &c,, 
laid  out. 

The  employment  of  my  crew  until  the  commencement  of  the  thaw 
(7th  June)  is  all  I  have  to  enter  on  in  the  way  of  proceedings.  I  hope  to  be 
able  to  visit  Dealy  Island,  Investigator,  and  Princess  Royal  Islands,  besides 
getting  a  little  fresh  meat  from  Cape  Cockburn  in  the  shape  of  venison. 

The  "Investigator's"  officers  and  crew  are  sixty  in  number;  one 
commander,  one  lieutenant,  one  master,  two  surgeons,  one  purser,  an 


M.  De 
Navy. 


interpreter,  three  warrant  officers,  and  fifty  seamen  and  marines. 

I  propose  to  send  from  "  Resolute"  for  your  disposal  Lieutenant 
and  my  three  mates,  with  twenty-one  men.  I  very  reluctantly  part 
my  mates,  they  are  noble  young  men ;  I  shall  deem  it  a  favour  if 
as  Commander  of  the  Expedition,  will  acquaint  them  with  my 
Bray,  of  the  Prench  appreciation  of  their  conduct  whilst  with  me.  Mr.  De  Bray  leaves 
the  good  will  and  good  wishes  of  all  officers  and  men,  he  has  done 


Samuel  Hood 
Wilkey  die. 


Pim 
with 

you, 
high 
with 
this 

service  much  credit,  which  I  shall  take  an  opportunity  of  stating,  injustice 
to  him,  in  a  separate  letter. 

The  health  of  the  crew  during  the  winter  has  been  better  than  I  could 
have  anticipated ;  the  good  effect  of  the  spring  feeding  manifest.  The 
very  superior  quality  of  our  provisions  of  every  sort,  with  the  many 
."omforts  supplied  us,  assisted  materially  in  keeping  the  men  in  the  same 
condition  nearly  as  when  we  commenced  the  Avinter.  We  continued  to 
serve  out  weekly  musk  ox  beef  until  Christmas  Day  to  the  whole  crew, 
retaining  sufficient  for  the  sick,  and  those  the  siu'geon  considered  necessary 
to  place  on  the  diet  list.  These  men,  except  at  the  surgeon's  express  wish, 
have  not  had  a  bit  of  salt  meat  the  whole  winter.  Nevertheless,  I  am 
sorry  to  say  we  have  had  some  losses.  Mr.  Sainsbury,  mate  of 
"  Investigator,"  died  on  the  14th  November,  of  confirmed  disease  of  the 
lungs ;  he,  poor  fellow,  was  brought  over  to  me  on  a  sledge ;  he  is  the  only 
"  Investigator"  I  have  lost, 
and  James  Samucl  Hood,  R.M.  ("Intrepid")  died  on  the  2d  January  1854,  and 
James  Wilkey,  ice  quarter-master,  ("Intrepid")  died  on  2d  February 
1854.  These  two  men's  deaths,  no  doubt,  have  been  hastened  by  the  severity 
of  the  climate,  and  the  trying  nature  of  the  labour  in  travelling  they  had  to 
perform,  acting  on  already  diseased  organs  and  shaken  constitutions.  I  have 
at  present  two  men  very  ill ;  one,  seaman  of  "  Investigator,"  with  scrofula, 
ill  these  last  two  years,  the  other  a  marine  of  my  own  (improving) ;  these  are 
the  only  two  that  will  not  be  able  to  pull  their  pound  down  to  Beeche3^ 
Send  the  dogs  back  for  me  if  you  want  me  quickly  (I  hope  to  start  my 
first  division  on  the  1st  or  4th  of  April).  The  men  you  Avill  find  fine 
fellows,  up  to  any  work  you  may  have  for  them ;  only  return  them  to  me 
by  the  7th  June. 

I  liavc  now  given  you  all  information,  and  that  I  may  have  omitted, 
Lieut.  Ilann'lton  and  the  paper  accompanying  this  will  supply. 

Trusting  that  you  may  have  reached  Beechey  Island,  and  all  in  posses- 
sion of  health, 

Capt.  Sir  K.  Belchei-,  Kt.  C.B.  ^ 

H.M.S.  "  Assistance," 
commanding  Arctic  Lxpedition. 

P.S.  My  only  wants  for  tlu^  ensuing  yc^ar  arc  proscrxed  meats  and  tea, 
travelling  pomnican  and  fuel,  lienij)  soles  i'or  boots,  and  physic. 


(Signed)       H.  Kkllktt,  Captain. 
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Memoranda.  Pi  oceedlngb  of 

This  is  a  house  which  I  have  named  the  "Sailors  Home,"  under  the  ^^ptam  Keiiut,  c.b 
especial  patronage  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

Here,  royal  sailors  and  marines  are  fed,  clothed,  and  receive  double  pay  The "  Saiiors'  Home "  iu 
for  inhabiting  it.  The  first  stone  was  laid  on  the  1st  June  1853;  the  ^^^^^^^le  island, 
building  completed  and  ready  for  occupation  on  23d  July  1853,  under  the 
able  direction  of  Mr.  Dean,  carpenter  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  Dimen- 
sions, 40  X  14  feet :  the  walls  are  four  feet  thick,  the  east  wall  nine  feet 
high,  the  western  seven ;  it  has  taken  about  one  hundred  tons  of  stone  to 
build  it.  The  roof  is  supported  by  pillars  in  the  centre,  is  covered,  first 
with  new  canvass  tarred,  then  a  covering  of  coal  bags,  and  lastly  with  new 
canvass  painted  white.  The  accompanying  plan  shows  how  the  provisions 
are  stowed,  and  where  the  drains  are  dug. 

The  provisions  left  here  are  sufficient  to  sustain  a  party  of  sixty-six  men 
on  full  allowance  for  two  hundred  and  ten  days,  with  stores,  ammunition, 
and  fuel. 

Should  any  party  of  men  reach  this  before  the  1st  June,  they  should 
push  on  for  Beechey  Island  at  once  ;  if  after  the  close  of  the  navigable 
season  (end  of  September)  Wellington  Channel  remains  broken  up  so  lute, 
they  should  winter  here,  and  start  for  Beechey  Island  on  the  1  st  of  April ; 
leaving  at  this  time  they  would,  have  thirty  days'  provisions  for  sixty- six 
men,  to  carry  them  to  the  depot  at  Beechey  Island,  where  there  is  a  good 
house  40  X  25  feet.  A  sledge  with  ten  men  and  two  officers,  under  the 
command  of  Mr.  Roche  (mate),  left  this  ship  on  7th  May,  and  reached 
Beechey  Island  in  twenty  four  days  ;  he  left  Beechey  Island  again  on  5th 
June  with  one  man  and  five  dogs,  and  arrived  here  on  19th  June  (fourteen 
days). 

Several  parties  crossed  this  Strait  to  the  Harbour  of  Mercy,  Banks  Land, 
in  from  twelve  to  seventeen  days. 

I  consider  the  best  division  of  the  time  for  travelling,  is  to  travel  six 
hours,  camp  for  rest  four  hours,  then  to  travel  three  hours,  and  rest  eleven, 
travelling  by  night  to  avoid  snow-blindness. 

In  the  autumn  of  1852  (October)  a  record  deposited  by  a  travelling 
party  from  H.M.S.  "  Investigator"  was  found  at  Winter  Harbour  (on  the 
Sandstone)  describing  her  position.  She  wintered  in  the  Prince  of  Wales 
Strait  in  1850-5!,  and  reached  the  Harbour  of  Mercy  in  September  1851, 
passing  to  the  westward  of  Baring  Island. 

On  10th  March  1853,  parties  (two),  men  and  dogs,  under  Lieut.  Pim  and 
Dr.  Domville,  left  "  Resolute  "  for  Harbour  of  Mercj^,  reached  it  in  twenty- 
seven  days,  found  there  the  "  Investigator,"  not  having  broken  out  in  1852. 
Her  officers  and  crew  have  since  reached  this  ship  for  a  passage  to  England, 
abandoning  the  vessel  for  reason  shown  in  the  accompanying  documents. 

"  Investigator,"  left  in  Harbour  of  Mercy,  is  quite  sound  and  tight ;  her 
anchors  are  so  placed  that  if  the  ice  breaks  up  she  will  swing  on  to  a  shoal. 
Provisions,  stores,  and  fuel  have  been  landed  from  her.  She  has  had  but 
three  deaths  during  her  voyage.  Her  crew  is  now  as  healthy  as  that  of 
this  ship.  :  • 

No  information  or  trace  has  been  found  or  received  of  the  missing 
expedition  under  Sir  John  Franklin  or  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Enterprise,"  Captain 
Collinson,  by  any  of  my  travelling  parties,  or  by  those  of  Sir  Edward 
Belcher,  ^vith  whom  we  have  communicated.  The  result  of  his  search  to 
the  North  and  N.E.  is  not  known  here. 

The  accompanjdng  chart  will  show  the  coast  line  that  has  been  explored, 
and  the  discoveries  that  have  been  made  ;  the  Avinter  quarters  of  the  dif- 
ferent expeditions,  and  the  positions  where  depots  of  provisions  will  be  found. 

Game  is  most  abundant  here  and  also  at  Banks  Land.  Musk  oxen, 
reindeer,  ptarmigan,  geese,  and  ducks,  with  a  few  hares. 

Musk  oxen  remain  all  the  winter,  are  easily  shot,  and  generally  found  on 
the  dry  ground  in  sheltered  vallies,  from  the  coast,  line  to  foiu-  or  five  miles 
inland. 

Reindeer  arrive  in  the  beginning  of  April,  the  bucks  later,  are  easily 
shot.  The  does  are  wild  after  dropping  their- y-oung  -in-Ju«e;  -tIiey-m-e 
found,  like  the  oxen,  on  dry  barren  ground  in  sheltered  vallies. 
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Proceedings  of  Ptarmigan  arrive  in  great  abundance  first  week  in  May.    A  pair  will 

ptain  Keiiett,  c.B.       generally  be  found  on  the  sunny  side  of  any  large  stone  near  the  coast. 

Ducks  (Eid(;r)  Geese  (liunt)  arrive  the  first  week  in  June,  and  are 
abundant  until  the  n)iddle  of  July,  near  the  numerous  lakes  in  tliis  vicinity. 

Hares  are  not  numerous  here  ;  they  resort  to  the  lofty  stony  headlands 
?ind  cliffs.  To  the  westward  of  Winter  Harbour  they  arc  very  numerous, 
and  at  Harbour  of  Mercy  as  many  as  200  have  b(;en  seen  together. 

Caution  !  Musk  oxen  or  reindeer  must  be  cleaned  as  soon  as  possible 
after  killing ;  they  will  become  putrid  if  left  for  a  night  with  their  entrails 
in,  no  matter  what  the  temperature. 

The  tracing  will  be  found  useful,  as  it  gives  the  best  hunting  groun'ls, 
and  the  distances  with  the  best  routes  to  them  ;  it  is  projected  on  two 
inches  to  6104  feet. 

Her  Britannic  Majesty's  ship  "  Resolute,"  Henry  Kellett,  Esquire,  C.B., 
Captain,  and  her  screw  steam  tender  "  Intrepid,"  F.  L  M'Clintock,  Esq., 
Conmiander,  wintered  S.  82"  E,  (true)  distance  763  fathoms  from  the 
cairn  on  the  summit  of  this  island,  in  1852-5.3.  Were  very  healthy;  lost 
three  m.en,  not  consequent  on  the  climate. 

Ship's  position,  Latitude  74°  56'  5" 
„  „  Longitude  108"  48'  5" 
„       „       Variation   142°  45' 

H.W.:F&C.    Ih.  .38m.  p.m. 
This  season  is  certainly  not  an  early  or  open  one.    We  have  a  good  deal 
of  rain  but  little  wind.    There  are  a  good  many  cracks  near  us,  and  the  ice 
has  some  little  motion ;  but  not  a  particle  of  water  to  be  seen  in  the  offing 

Both  vessels  will  leave  this  the  first  opportunity  for  the  rendezvous  at 
Beechey  Island,  where  I  expect  to  find  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 
H.M.S.  "  Resolute/'  Monday,  1st  August  1853. 

(Signed)         H.  Kellett,  Captain. 

All  cairns  in  this  neighbourhood  are  surveying  marks ;  no  records  in 
them. 


Provisions  on  Deaiy  Island.     LiST  OF  PROVISIONS  landed  at  Dealy  Island  from  H.  M.  Ship  "Resolute,"  for  the 

relief  of  distressed  parties  visiting  it.  21st  July  1853. 


Provisions. 

Quantities. 

In  what 
Packages. 

Biscuits        -          -           -  _ 

-  lb. 

1,980 

Tanks. 

Flour  ■•             -              -  - 

~  )) 

12,000 

48  Casks. 

Rum,  concentrated     -            -  - 

-  gall. 

166 

3  „ 

Beef         _            .          -  _ 

-  lb. 

4,840 

16  „ 

Bacon                    -          -  - 

"5; 

*4,679 

14 

Suet     .          -          -          _  . 

~  J) 

112 

1  „ 

Currants          -             -  - 

"  » 

200 

1  „ 

Peas     -          -          -          .  . 

-  gall. 

106 

3  „ 

Hugar               _              «  _ 

-  ]b. 

2,.500 

6  „ 

Chocolate        _           _           _  . 

35 

926 

5 

Tea   -             -             -  - 

~  33 

200 

2  „ 

Tobacco           -          -          -  . 

33 

.346 

2  Cases. 

Soap               -               -  - 

35 

417 

4  Casks. 

Norinainly  ])ippins        -           .  . 

33 

600 

Middle  Tank. 

Preserved  irieats 

53 

3,46.') 

41b.  Tins. 

.  • — v(;f(ota))l(!S    -           -  - 

.   potatoes 

>> 

2,166 

4and2lbTins. 

JJ 

2,080 

11  Casks. 

 SOU)),  ox-cli(!i;k 

)) 

868 

Tanks. 

MiiHtard           -               -  _ 

3) 

10 

1  Case. 

Tn;;idc, 

5) 

378 

1  (!ask. 

Baking;  ))()W<l(',i- 

~  )) 

30 

Middle  Tank. 

Onion  powdoi'  -               -  - 

3) 

66 

1  Case. 

I'icklcH        -            -            -  . 

~  )) 

204;! 

2  Casks. 

210  days  lor  66  men. 


*  Tlio  ■yvdight  before  boiling. 


(  HI  ) 


Warm  Clothing  landed. 

Box  cioth  jackets 

 trowsers  - 

Guernsey  frocks 
Knitted  drawers 

Fishermen's  boots    -  -  - 

Carpet  boots 

Boot  hose       -  -  - 

Mits 

Crape        _  -  -  - 

(Signed) 


Proceedings  of 
66  in  No.  Captain  Keett.O.B. 

66  pairs.  Provisions  in  Depot. 

••    122  in  No. 

-  108  pairs. 

-  63  „ 

-  66  „ 

-  132 

-  143  „ 

59i  yards. 
W.  H,  Richards, 

Clerk  in  charge. 


Scale  of  Victualling  for  which  Provisions  are  landed. 


iscuit 

-a 
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lb. 

gill. 

oz. 

1st  day  - 

1 

3 
4 

1 

2 

^4 

1 

1 

4 

"So  s 

2d  day  - 

1 

1 

1 
2 

2| 

1 

1 
4 

3d  day  - 

1 

3 
4 

1 

2| 

1 

1 
4 

The  remaining  Provisions  are  intended  to  be  issued  as  circumstances  may  render 
necessary.  The  soup  might  be  issued  once  a  week,  at  ^Ib.  per  man,  in  lieu  of  vege- 
tables or  peas. 

Dated  on  board  H.  M.  S.  "Resolute,"  Dealy  Island,  21st  July  1853. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett, 

CcXi^tain. 


Provisions  in  Depot  East  Point  Fife  Harbour. 

Beef          -  -              .              _    304  pounds. 

Rum,  concentrated  -            -           -30  gallons. 

Pork      -               -  -                -    320  pounds. 

Sugar          -  -              -              -    110  „ 

Tea       -               -  -               -      20  „ 

Lime  juice  -  -             -             -     45  „ 

Flour       -  -                -    250  „ 

Provisions  in  Depot  7  Miles  East  of  Gape  Cockburn. 

Biscuit              -  -                   -  1,000  pounds. 

Rum,  concentrated    -  -               -  471  gallons. 

Pork     -               -  -                 -  6iO  pounds. 

Sugar             -  -                    -  100 

Tea       -             -  -                -  40 

Flour             -  -                    -  250  „ 

Preserved  meats       -  -               -  300  „ 

Provisions  in  Depot  East  Point  Assistant  Harbour. 
Biscuit  -  _  _    284  pounds. 

Rum,  concentrated       -  -  _      17|  gallons. 

Sugar  -  -  -      50  pounds. 

Tea  -  -  -  -  20 

Boiled  bacon       -  -  *  -    216  „ 

Flour       -  -  -  -    250  „ 

Preserved  meats  -  -  -    266  „ 

(Signed)       H.  Kellett, 


Captain. 


List  of  Articles  deposited  upon  the  North  Side  of  Melville  Island  on  14th  July  1853. 

Lat.  75°  30'  N.  Long.  109°  40'  W. 

1  Sledge  with  lashings,  sheers  and  drag  ropes,  complete. 

4  Cross-bai-s  for  Satellite  and  a  few  staves. 

1  coverlet,  Macintosh  floor  cloth  lined  with  blanket. 

9  felt  sleeping  bags. 
I.  L  -i-  . 


(  ) 


IV<Kv«Unf.s  of  10  pjui-i,  of  caiiViLs  hoots 

  I  ainmnnitioi)  bag,  containing  aininunitiori. 

Provisions  and  stores  north  I    till  case  of  bacon,  521bs. 

side  Melville  Island,  j   .  pemniican,    40  „ 

1  bag  of  stearine,  10  „ 

2  bottles  of  onion  powder, 

2  bags  of  salt. 

3  tins  of  Moore's  chocolate. 

]  canvass  bag  containing  60lbs.  of  biscuits. 
Private  clothing. 

Geological  specimens  and  specimens  of  drift  wood. 
4  gutta  percha  depot  cases. 
The  sledge  is  stowed  with  all  the  above-mentioned  articles,  and  the  whole  covered 
with  the  Macintosh  cloih. 

The  top  of  the  cairn  on  the  beach  is  just  visible  over  a  ridge,  and  bears  by  compass 
N.  14°  3'  W.  f  of  a  mile. 

At  a  distance  of  about  two  miles  from  the  cairn,  and  nearly  upon  the  same  bearing, 
the  following  articles  are  left. 

1  cart  with  drag  ropes  and  lashings,  complete. 
1  tin  case  of  pemmican,  201bs. 
1  bag  of  biscuit,  lOlbs. 

1    bacon,    8  „ 

1    wicks  and  torches. 

1  stearine,  41bs. 

1  can  of  rum,  concentrated,  gallon. 

1   alcohol,  1-^  gallon. 

1  bottle  of  curry  powder. 

1  onion  powder. 

Tobacco. 

2  sets  of  cooking  utensils,  complete,  except  1  kettle  and  lamp. 
13  tin  cases,  of  sizes. 

1  tent  for  9  persons,  fitted  complete. 
1  black  waterproof  cloth. 
1  buffalo  blanket. 
Saw,  shovel,  pemmican  chopper  and  board,  knapsack,  and  pickaxe. 
1  doable  barrel  gun  and  gear. 

1  Macintosh  ammunition  bag,  for  present  use  ammunition. 
1  sextant,  Gary  D  65,  3-inch. 
7  water  bottles. 

The  cart  is  stowed  with  the  above-mentioned  articles,  and  the  whole  covered  with 
the  black  floor  cloth. 

(Signed)       F.  L.  M'Clintock, 

Commander, 


(Copy.) 

Stores  on  Dealy  Island.  QuNNERs'  STORES  landed  in  Depot  on  Dealy  Island,  from  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 

July  1853. 


Powder  (sporting)       -           .  - 

4  lbs. 

 (fine  grain) 

-       15  „ 

Cartridge,  ball  (musket)     -  - 

-     500   in  No 

■  (blank) 

-     500  „ 

Caps,  percussion  (musket) 

-  1,000  „ 

 (fowling-piece) 

-  1,000  „ 

Rockets  (sigTial)        .          -  _ 

-      10  „ 

Port-fires       _          >           -  - 

-      20  „ 

Blue  lights           -           -  - 

-      12  „ 

Maroons,  (2  oz.)        .          _  - 

-      20  „ 

Spare  nipples  (musket) 

2  „ 

Wrenches  (nipple) 

1  „ 

Wads 

4  boxes. 

Papcj;  cartridge  (purple) 

2  quires. 

Loose  ball        -       -          -  - 

-     500  in  No. 

Shot,  lead  (No.  2.)       _       .       -  - 

56  lb. 

Duck       -       -  - 

-      56  „ 

Rocket  sticks       -       .  . 

1 0   in  No. 

Slow  match           _           _  _ 

30  lbs. 

Hudson  lijiy  guns 

2   in  No. 

'J\'Tits,  inanjiicf!  (!Oiiiplet<! 

1  „ 

(Signed)       (J.  \^\  M'Dougall, 

Master  in  charge. 


(    83  ) 


Boatswain's  Stores  landed  in  Depot  on  Dealy  Island,  from  H.M.S 

July  1853. 

Palms  (sail  maker's)  -  -  -       _       _  _ 


Needles  (sail) 
Twine 

Rope  (2-inch) 
Spunyarn 
Junk  (6-inch) 
Awls  (shoemaker's) 
Hemp 
Wax 

Old  canvass 
Marling  spikes 
Mallets  (serving) 
Shovels 
Nettle  stujBF 
Beeswax 
Bristles  (hogs') 
Poop  housing,  complete. 
Union  Jack  and  Halket's  boat. 


1 
12 
1 
30 
20 
4 
6 


12 
1 
1 
2 
6 


"  Resolute.' 

in  No. 

)) 
lb. 
fma. 
lbs. 
fms. 
in  Nc. 
lb. 

yarda. 
in  No. 


Proceedings  of 
Captain  Keileit,  V,.]i 

Stores  on  Dealy  Island. 


skina 
■i  lb. 


(Signed)       G.  F. 


I  'DOUGALL, 

Master  in  charge. 


Carpenter's  Stores  landed  in  Depot  on  Dealy  Island,  from  H.M.S.  "Resolute/ 

July  1853. 


Pickaxes 
Chisels 
Mallet 
Plane 

Saw,  (hand) 

Mauls,  (pen)  - 

Gimblets 

Files 

Axes 

Adze 

Cotton  (for  lamps) 
Nails  (iron)  30d!. 
 20d. 


2  in  No. 

3  „ 

1  „ 

1  „ 

1  „ 

3  „ 

3  „ 
1  „ 
1  „ 
i  lbs. 

4  „ 


Nails  (iron)  10c?.       -     -    3  lbs. 

 6d.     -       -    3  „ 

 4cZ.       -     -    3  „ 

 2d.    -        -    3  „ 

 (tacks)    -      -    2  „ 

Nails  (copper  boat)  -  -  4  „ 
Chalk       -  -         -    2  „ 

Seal  oil      -  -       -  65  gallons. 

Candles       -        -        -  50  lbs. 
Baking  and  wash-house 

stove      -       -  -In  No. 

Rettie's  stove  and  funnel    1  oomplete. 

(Signed)       Will.  Dean,  Carpeot'r 


Copy  of  a  Notice  left  on  the  "Princess  Royal"  Islands. 

This  cairn  and  staff  were  erected  by  a  party  from  H.M.  discovery  ship  "  Investi- 
gator," that  was  beset  in  the  ice  N.E.  4  miles  from  it,  upon  the  18th  September  1850, 
and  wintered  in  the  pack  with  perfect  safety. 

The  N.W.  passage  was  discovered  by  a  travelling  party  across  the  ice  upon  the 
26th  October  1850,  in  latitude  73°  31'  N.,  longitude,  114°  14'  W. 

There  is  a  depot  of  provisionf;,  ammunition,  and  a  boat  S.W.  from  this  mark  upon 
the  eaat  side  of  the  pond. 

Driftwood  may  be  obtained  upon  both  shores  of  the  mainland,  but  is  most 
abundant  upon  the  eastern. 

Game  is  plentiful  from  the  first  week  of  May. 

No  intelligence  whatever  has  been  found  which  can  throw  the  least  light  upon 
the  fate  of  the  missing  expedition  under  Sir  J ohn  Franklin. 

Esquimaux  are  to  be  met  with  about  ninety  miles  to  the  southward  upon  the 
eastern  shore,  who  are  a  friendly  and  simple  tribe. 

The  eastern  shore  is  named  "  Prince  Albert's"  Land. 
The  western  „  "  Baring's"  Land. 

This  strait  „    .       "  The  Prince  of  Wales." 

Crew  all  well  and  in  excellent  spirits. 

Dated  on  board  H.M.  discovery  ship  "  Investigator,"  frozen  in,  off  the 
"Princess  Royal  "  Islands,  in  latitude  72°  50'  N.,  longitude  117°  53'  W, 
15th  June  1851. 

(Signed)  Robert  M'Clure,  Commander. 


Captain  M'CIure's  Eecords. 


Copy  of  a  Notice  left  in  the  Bay  of  Mercy,  Baring's  Island. 

Notice. 

This  mark  was  erected  by  the  crew  of  H.M.  discovery  Ship  "  Investigator," 
which  entered  this  bay  on  the  24th  September  1851,  and  remained  until  this  date, 
when  the  crew  by  the  order  of  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute," 
MeJviUe  Island)  abandoned  the  ship. 

L  2 


(    ^4  ) 


Proceedings  of 
Captain  Kelk'tt,  C.15. 


A  largo  depot  of  provisions,  stoi'es,  &c ,  has  been  left  on  ahore  1,000  yards  south 
of  this  4  iriontlis  for  0(J  men). 

Depots  have  also  been  left  by  Cajjtaiii  Kellett  at  tlie  undermentioned  places  on 
the  opposite  side  of  the.-ie  Straits,  viz. 


Dealy  Island 

Assistance  Harbour 
Cape  Cockburn 
Winter  Harbour  - 
Point  Hotham 


210  days  for  66  men,  with  stores,  &c.,  to 
assist  a  ])nrty  wintering  out  here. 
7  men  for  9 1  days. 
14  men  for  91  days. 
10  days  for  70  men. 
2  casks  of  Vjiscuit. 


A  depot  consisting  of  three  months  provisions  for  sixty -six  men,  stores,  boat,  &c., 
was  left  on  the  "Princess  Royal "  Islands  in  the  "Prince  of  Wales"  Strait,  in 
latitude  72°  47  N.,  longitude  117°  34'  W.,  by  the  "  Investigator,"  in  March  1851. 
Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.  discovery  ship  "  Investigator,"  Bay  of 
Mercy,  Baring's  Island,  latitude  74"  6'  N.,  longitude  117"  54'  W.,  1st  June 
1853. 

(Signed)  Robert  M'Clube, 

Commander. 


Stores  on  Princess  Royal 
Island. 


List  of  Provisions,  Stores,  &lc.,  landed  on  the  "  Princess  Royal "  Islands,  from 
H.M.  Discovery  Ship  "  Investigator,"  on  the  3d  Day  of  March  1851. 


Flour 

Preserved  meat 
Salt  pork 
Preserved  potatoes 
Sugar 
Chocolate 
Rum 


A  whale  boat  and  gear  complete,  ammunition,  &c. 


5,688  lbs. 
2,238  „ 
1,920  ., 
1,344  „ 
392  „ 
324  „ 
26  gallons. 


Provisions  and 
stores  left  on  board 
"  Investigator," 
Bay  of  Mercy, 
Baring's  Island. 


List  of  Provisions,  Slops,  Stores,  &c.,  landed  and  remaining  on  board  H.M.  Discovery 
Ship  "  Investigator,"  in  the  Bay  of  Mercy,  Baring's  Island,  abandoned  by  the  Crew  on 
the  3d  day  of  June  1853. 


Articles. 

Quantity 
landed. 

Remaining  on  board. 

Articles. 

Quantity 
landed. 

Remaining  on  board. 

Biscuit  - 

1000  lbs. 

3836  lbs. 

Serge  fi-ocks  - 

50  No. 

24 

No. 

Rum  (con.)  - 

26  gall. 

52^tgalls. 

Blue  cloth  No.2, 

„    (mixed)  - 

36i    „  &  ullage. 

for  jackets  - 

64  yds. 

10 

yards. 

Brandy 

20  gall. 

30a    „  &  ullage. 

Flushing  - 

25  „ 

Wine 

28      „  &  ullage. 

Boots  - 

7  pair 

9 

pair. 

Salt  beef    -  - 

608  lbs. 

304  lbs.  «L  ullage. 

Shoes  - 

15  „ 

17 

Salt  Pork 

1600  „ 

320    „   &  ullage. 

Blueclothjack- 

Preserved  meat 

3000  „ 

4652  „ 

ets.  No.  2  - 

49  No. 

Flour  - 

6420  „ 

960    „  &  ullage. 

Blue  cloth  trou- 

Suet 

112  „ 

112    „   &  ullage. 

sers  - 

1 1  pair 

Peas  - 

10  b.  4  g. 

3  bl.  4  gall.  &  ullage. 

Duck     -  - 

150  yds. 

174 

yards. 

Potatoes  - 

764  lbs. 

112  lb,s.  &  ullage. 

Stockings 

40  pair 

26 

pair. 

Sugar 

1000  „ 

500    „   &  ullage. 

Mits  - 

150  „ 

114 

» 

Chocolate 

435  „ 

Ullage. 

Caps 

30  No. 

12 

No. 

Tea 

126  „ 

Ullage. 

Blue  Serge 

74 

yards. 

Oatmeal  - 

Ullage. 

Shirts  - 

59 

No. 

Vinegar  - 

30  galls. 

Beds 

81 

)) 

Tobacco      -  - 

484  lbs. 

1118  lbs. 

Black  silk  hand- 

Soap 

3  I<9  „ 

385  „ 

kerchiefs 

122 

}> 

Pickles 

1100    „   &  ullage. 

Flushing  jack- 

(Jarrots 

194  „ 

ets 

30  No. 

12 

}) 

Lemon  juice  - 

345    ,,   ^<i,  ullage. 

Badge  1st  class 

20 

)) 

]>hxnkets  - 

32  No. 

11  No. 

Ditto,  2d  „ 

20 

)) 

Flannel 

230  yds. 

584  yards. 

Wrappers 

13  No. 

44 

)} 

Boxcloth  jackets 

1  1  No, 

Boothose 

Ditto  trou- 

(Jomf()i't(U's 

22  No. 

s(!rs 

1  2  pair 

Box  cloth  boots 

25  pair 

(UicvuHcy  frocks 

21  No. 

S(5!il  skin  ,, 

27  „ 

()  pair. 

l)o.  <\\:\.wi;rA 

.'5  p!i,ir 

„  ca]is 

20  No. 

(    85  ) 


Articles. 

Quantity, 
landed. 

Remaininp-  on  board. 

Articles. 

Quantity 
landed. 

Remaining  on  board. 

Spalskin  crloves 

47  pair 

Boats  and  o'ear 

Sea  boots  - 

9  „ 



(complete)  - 

6  „ 

Welsh  wigs 

12  No. 



Topmast 

1  „ 

South-westei"  - 

1  „ 

Jibboom  - 

1  „ 

Green  crape 

30  yds. 

100  yards. 

Handmast 

1 

Needles,  thread, 

Spars,  small  - 



&c. 



__ 

Chest  of  Car- 

Carpet boots 

3  pair. 

penters'  tools 

1  No. 

Musket  ball  car- 

Mahanv. plank 

tridge 

200  No. 



Deals,  ordinary 



,,  blank 

1000  „ 



Grindstone 

1  No. 

Caps,  percussion 

1000  „ 

Boats'  coppers- 

2  „ 

Caps,  percussion, 

Anchors,  boat 

musket  - 

1500  „ 

 ■ 

Pumps  - 

— 

Shot 

112  lbs. 

Cross  cut  saw 

iNo. 

Paper,  white  - 

4  qrs. 

Empty  casks  - 

100 

Muskets,  per- 

Quarter-deck 

cussion 

4  No. 

housing 
Laboratory  tent 

Fowling  piece, 
(double) 

1  . 

1  „ 

Coals  - 

7  tons. 

(Signed)  Egbert  M'Clure, 

Commander. 


Provisions  left  on  board 

Return  of  Provisions  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship   "Resolute"  and  Steam  "Resolute" and -intrepid.' 
Tender  "Intrepid"  1st  March  1854. 


Provisions. 

Quantities. 

Anticipated 
Expenditure  to 
1st  May  1854. 

Probable 
Remains  on 
1st  May  1854. 

Number  of 
Days  will 
last  50  men. 

Biscuit  -           -  - 
Flour 

-  lbs. 

~    ~  )? 

10,1501 
18,750  J 

6,176 

22,724 

454 

Beef  - 

~  )> 

14,560 

2,640 

11,920 

319 

Pork 

Bacon  -          -  - 

~   ~  J) 

jj 

5,400  \ 
5,668  i 

1,760 

9,308 

248 

Boiled  bacon 

~    ~  )> 

1,198 

Preserved  meats 

)5 

2,186 

880 

1,306 

35 

 soup,  ox  cheek 

"        ~  5) 

3,094 

880 

1,114 

56 

Pemraican 

}) 

929 

529 

Dried  cod 

}) 

404 

404 

Haddock 

5} 

292  • 

292 

Portable  soup 

~        ~  >> 

700 

100 

600 

Potatoes 

J> 

3,696 

696 

3,000 

160* 

Vegetables 

"  J5 

4,400 

880 

3,520 

141 

Dried  carrots 

~        ~  5> 

875 

110 

765 

61 

  cabbage  - 

5) 

693 

110 

583 

48 

Peas 

-    -  bush. 

38 

9 

29 

106 

Rum,  concentrated 

gall. 

580 

150 

430 

410 

Brandy 

"       ~  !5 

94 

90 

Wine  - 

~  )3 

68 

12 

56 

Burton  ale  - 

~       ~  JJ 

250 

250 

Sugar   -           -  - 

-  lbs. 

5,500 

1,385 

4,115 

514 

Chocolate 

~   ~  J) 

1,792 

280 

1,512 

509 

Tea  - 

)5 

138 

64 

74 

189t 

Lemon  juice 

2,081 

514 

1,567 

501 

Cranberries  •  - 

1,580 

140 

1,440 

Dried  apples 

~        ~  » 

847 

60 

787 

Normandy  pippins 

~  J> 

330 

330 

Dates 

~       ~  )) 

160 

120 

Pickles 

/•) 

2.300 

514 

1,786 

551 

Rice 

~        ~  )5 

400 

110 

290 

15 

Maccaroni 

"  )) 

875 

70 

805 

*  Two  issues  weekly.  j  At  half  allowance. 

L3 
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Proceedings  of 
Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 


Qiiaiititien. 

Anticipated 
Expenditure  to 
Ut  May  iBrM. 

J'rolisble 

ProvisioriK. 

ijiaiiih  on 
Iht  May  |8,'>4, 

ireacle  -          -  - 

IT  

-  lbs 

*i  A  f\ 

.i40 

buet  -          -  - 

1  ,.>/b 

J  ,.MZr. 

Currants 

700 

Oatmeal 

-    -  busli. 

Vinegar  -          -  - 

-  gall. 

108 

108 

Tobacco 

-    -  lbs. 

Zj.oOO 

"*  " 

2,500 

Soap      -          -  - 

2,. "500 

2,500 

Chocolate,  paste 

~      ~  >; 

27 

1  (> 

iz 

15 

 sweet 

J) 

Tin 

1 1  i\ 

iViiiK,  soliaiiiea 

» 

 Moore  s 

-  can. 

477 

*"  ■* 

477 

Herbs 

-    -  bott. 

50 

~  *■ 

oO 

Chillies  - 

-  lbs. 

8 

8 

Pepper,  black 

24 

4 

20 

  cayenne  - 

)J 

1  n 
i  U 

feast 

"        ~  )) 

9 

Salt       -          -  _ 

1> 

none. 

■ 

Essence  malt 

~        ~  J) 

1   AO  A 

l,UoU 

1  AOA 

i,OoO 

  hops 

~  >> 

r* 
0 

6 

/? 
0 

6 

  spruce 

~       "  5> 

A^mcTti  rH  —                  —  — 
i-VJ-LloUctiU.  —                  —  - 

)5 

550 

•JO\j 

30 

520 

Seed,  mustard  and  cress 

~      '  ;j 

25 

25 

Baking  powder  - 

"  )) 

130 

20 

110 

Onion  powder 

~         '  55 

280 

30 

250 

Essence  coffee 

-  bott. 

32 

32 

Approved,       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


W.  H.  KiCHARDS,  Clerk  in  charge. 


No.  5. 

Boats  on  Cape  iiotkun.         CoPY  of  a  Record  deposited  at  Cape  Hotham  per  Order  of  Captain 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  Commanding  the  Arctic  Squadron, 
addressed  to  Captain  Henry  Kellett,  C.B. 

These  boats  were  placed  at  C  ape  Hotham  for  the  purpose  of  affording 
any  distressed  parties  the  means  of  crossing  Wellington  Channel,  after  the 
breaking  up  of  the  ice. 

Should  any  party  arrive  here  this  season  before  the  disruption  of  the 
ice,  and  find  it  dangerous  to  cross,  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B., 
Commanding  the  Arctic  Expedition,  recommends  crossing  over  farther  to 
the  northward  to  Cape  Bowden,  in  which  direction  he  believes  safe 
travelling  will  be  found  and  ample  provision  in  depot  there,  to  bring  any 
parties  that  may  reach  it  on  to  the  general  rendezvous  at  Beechey  Island. 

Th;-  crews  of  H.M  Ship  "  Resolute"  and  tender  "  Intrepid."  and  the  crew 
of  "  Investigator,"  are  on  board  '*  North  Star,"  now  at  Beechey  Island. 

II. M.  Ship  Assistance"  and  her  tender  "Pioneer"  are  impact  in  the 
ice  about  fifty  miles  north  of  Beechey  Island,  on  the  east  side  of  Wellington 
Channel. 

Notice  of  the  depot  at  Assistance  Bay  has  been  leit  at  Cape  Hotham 
previously. 

Two  whale  boats  now  at  (Jape  Hotham  were  iorwarded  there  by  order 
of  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

(Signed)       Henry  KiCLi-i/rT,  Captain, 

Senior  OfKcer  at  Beechey  Island. 

Beechey  Island,  22d  June  1854. 
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No.  6.  Proceedings  of 

Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 

Letter  from  Captain  Kellett,  enclosing  Report  from  Lieutenant  Mecham,  — 
of  his  Visit  to  the  Princess  Royal  Islands,  and  to  the  Mouth  of  the 
Prince  of  Wales  Straits,  where  the   "Enterprize"  wintered  1851-52, 
and  forwarding  the  Records  left  by  Captain  CoUinson,  bearing  date 
27th  August  1852. 

Sir,  Beechey  Island,  12th  June  1854. 

I  BEG  to  acquaint  you  that  Lieutenant  G.F.  Mecham,  of  Her  Ma^jesty's  Ship 
"  Resolute,"  under  my  command,  arrived  here  this  morning  at  5  o'clock, 
from  the  Princess  Royal  Islands,  at  which  place  he  found  traces  of  Captain 
Collinson. 

The  records  he  brings  with  him  are  herewith  enclosed.  Those  marked  A, 
were  foimd  at  the  Princess  Royal  Island,  and  those  marked  B  at  a  small 
island  at  the  mouth  of  Prince  of  Wales  Strait,  in  latitude  70°  36'.  longitude 
119°  5'  W.  A  copy  of  a  report  from  Mr.  Krabbe,  Master  of  the  steam 
tender  "  Intrepid,"  is  also  forwarded. 

Lieutenant  Hamilton  and  Mr.  Krabbe  may  be  expected  to  arrive  here 
to-night,  all  well. 

I  have,  &c. 

Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Copy  of  Orders  to  Lieutenant  Mecham  to  proceed  to  the  Princess  Royal 

Islands,  Prince  of  Wales  Strait. 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 

Taking  command  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Discovery,"  manned  with  seven  men.  Lieutenant  Mecham's  orders, 
and  under  your  orders  Mr.  Krabbe,  Master,  with  his  sledge  and  crew  of 
seven  men,  both  being  equipped  for  this  service,  you  will  proceed  to  the 
Sailor's  Home  on  Dealy  Island,  where  you  will  re- victual  both  sledges  by 
the  scale  on  the  back  hereof,  for  a  period  necessary  to  perform  the  following 
service. 

The  object  of  your  journey  is  to  gain  intelhgence  of  "Enterprise,"  failing 
in  that  to  leave  information  for  her. 

Being  victualled,  and  the  Home  secured,  you  will  proceed  to  the  Princess 
Royal  Islands,  where  you  will  deposit  the  accompanying  record  ;  also  one 
of  those  with  which  you  are  supplied  at  any  eligible  place  you  may  reach : 
Cape  Peel  and  Russell  if  possible,  returning  to  the  ship  without  fail  on  or 
before  the  10th  June. 

You  will  direct  Mr.  Krabbe  to  place  a  depot  for  you  at  Cape  Russell, 
having  performed  which  service  he  is  to  proceed  in  execution  of  my  orders 
to  him  of  which  he  is  in  possession. 

On  your  return  you  will  look  for  orders  at  Dealy,  and  you  will  note  on 
the  record  you  leave  there  the  quantities  of  provisions  you  take  from  that 
depot. 

I  have  not  entered  into  any  details  of  your  journey,  feeling  confident  you 
will  perform  this  service  with  credit  to  yourself. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.S.  "Resolute,"  in  winter 
quarters  in  Barrows  Strait,  Cape  Cockburn,  N.E  b.  N.  28  miles, 
1st  April  1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  CaptaiJi 


Scale  of  Victualling. 

Preserved  meat  -  -        •      -  |,  lb. 

Biscuit    -       -  -  -  -  1  lb. 

Boiled  bacon         -  -  -       -  |-  lb. 

Rum,  concentrated       -  -  -  h  S^^^ 

Potatoes  -  -  -       -  2  ounces. 

Chocolate   -  -  -  -  i  55 

Sugar  for  do.   -       -       -  -        -  1  ,, 

Tea   i  „  IX? 


Per  man 
per 
day 
I  gill  con. 
rum  iVoni 
Dealy. 


Sugar  for  do.       -  -  -       -  J  day.  _ 

(Note.) — Courses  and  distances  marked  in  the  margins  are  those  made 
good  according  to  track  in  the  accompanying  chart. 

L  4 
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Proceedings  of  CovY  of  OiiDiais  dcpositcd  in  Dcaly  Island  Hou«e,  i'or  the  Guidance  of 

ptainKeiiett,c.B.  Lieutenant  Mecham,  on  his  Arrival  there. 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  (J.li.,  (Japtain  of  II.M.S.  "Resolute." 

Having  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Beechey  Island  for  further  instruc 
tions  with  the  crews  of  both  vessels  under  my  orders,  you  will,  on  the 
receipt  of  this  order,  use  every  exertion  to  reach  liecchey  Island  witli  all 
despatch,  so  that  your  men  may  be  exposed  as  little  as  possible  to  the 
ill  effects  of  travelling  after  the  thaw  has  connnenced. 

For  this  purpose  I  have  placed  at  (Jockburn  a  complete  depot  for  twelve 
days,  which  is  ample  to  Bcechy. 

You  will,  therefore,  on  no  account  lose  time  by  attempting  to  reach  the 
ships ;  they  will  be  by  that  time  abandoned,  and  their  hatchways  securely 
sealed.  Your  messmates  will  have  packed  such  articles  as  they  think  you 
value  or  would  be  useful,  which  will  be  cither  taken  on  to  Beechey  or  placed 
under  the  boat  at  Cape  (Jockburn  left  for  your  use. 

You  will  not  forget  to  leave  at  Dealy  Island  full  information  relative  to 
your  present  expedition. 

The  depot  at  Dealy  Island  I  am  anxious  should  be  as  little  broken  into 
as  possible.  Rum  is  not  to  be  touched  at  all,  as  it  may  be  required  for 
travelling  fuel.  Fuel  to  bring  you  to  Cape  Cockbum  will  be  sent  up  to 
Dealy  Island.  In  case  of  having  game  the  preserved  meats  are  not  to  be 
touched  at  all,  but  under  any  circumstances  half  pound  of  that  article  per 
man  per  day  is  all  that  is  to  be  taken. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  in  Barrows 
Straits,  the  8th  day  of  May,  1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


-  Proceedings  of  Lieutenant  Mecham  to  Prince  of  Wales'  Strait. 

H.M.S.  "North  Star," 
Sir,  Beechy  Island,  14th  June  1854. 

Captain  Coiiinson's  records.        I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  left  the  ship  on  the  3rd  x'\pril, 

in  command  of  the  sledge  Discovery,"  having  under  my  orders  Mr.  Krabbe, 
with  the  sledge  "  Newton." 

On  the  fatigue  party  leaving  us,  shaped  our  course  to  W.N.W.,  and 
travelled  over  heavy  hummocks  of  pressed-up  young  ice,  following  the 
best  leads  to  the  northward  until  the  5th,  when  we  gained  a  perfectly 
level  floe,  about  30  miles  N.W.  of  the  ship.  Passed  one  mile  south  of 
Cape  Gillman,  and  arrived  at  Melville  Island  on  the  8th,  and  at  the 
Sailors'  Home,  Dealy  Island,  on  the  12th.  Off  Point  Griffiths  we  re- 
mained a  day  encamped,  on  account  of  the  disabled  state  of  many  of  the 
men  from  snow-blindness,  sore  feet  and  ankles. 

The  house  we  found  in  perfect  condition,  well  banked  up  with  snow  on 
the  outside,  but  the  interior  entirely  free  from  drift.  The  upper  part  of 
the  bread  in  tank  No.  1  was  slightly  damaged,  and  one  rum-cask  about 
one  quarter  empty. 

After  provisioning  the  sledges,  we  proceeded  on  the  13th  to  the  Avest- 
ward,  deposited  a  record  on  the  stone  at  Winter  Harbour,  crossed  over 
Point  Hearne,  and  travelled  about  3  miles  off  shore  towards  Cape  Provi- 
dence. On  1 8th  shaped  our  course  for  Cape  Russell  on  Baring  Island, 
and  gradually  changed  to  night  travelling.  About  8  miles  south  of 
Cape  Providence  entered  the  first  range  of  heavy  hummocks,  composed  of 
young  ice;  through  this  we  travelled  about  5  miles,  when  we  met  old 
llocs,  generally  surrounded  by  lieavy  ridges  of  pressed-up  young  ice. 
/\  bout  the  centre  of  the  strait  we  Ibund  the  floes  old  and  of  larger  extent ; 
and  as  we  nearcd  the  south  shore  we  Avere  constantly  entangled,  din-ing 
dense  fogs,  amongst  most  intricate  hummocks  and  deep  snow,  which  made 
the  travelling  most  laborious. 

On  the  'i'lth  April  the  land  w.vh  indistinctly  seen  with  a  glass  about  6 
miles  ;  and  soon  alter,  on  the  weather  clearing,  found  that  we  had  passed 
the  old  ice,  and  a  large  extent  of  pressed-up  young  floes  lay  before  us. 
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On  the  25tli  encamped  off  a  low  point  at  the  entrance  of  an  inlet  which  Proceedings  of 
I  supposed  to  be  Cape  Russell,  as  the  high  land  near  Cape  Providence  Captain  Keiiett,  c 
was  distinctly  seen,  bearing  N.  f  E.  Here  I  deposited  1 1  days'  provisions 
in  depot,  and  dispatched  Mr.  Krabbe  to  the  \vestward,  in  the  execution 
of  your  orders  ;  I  also  directed  him  on  his  return  to  Dealy  Island  to 
examine  the  bread,  and  remove  as  much  of  the  damaged  part  as  possible. 
After  leaving  the  depot  the  land  trended  to  the  S.S.W.  along  which  we 
steered. 

On  the  24th,  during  a  heavy  northerly  breeze,  we  came  to  very  old 
ice,  deeply  covered  with  snow,  most  unlike  that  described  in  Prince  of 
Wales'  Strait.  The  high  land  on  each  side  terminates  abruptly,  beyond 
which  there  appeared  to  be  an  extensive  plain  swelling  across  the  bottom. 
This  mistake  obliged  us  to  go  on  half  allowance  of  provisions,  pick  up  our 
depot,  and  follow  the  land  to  the  westward.  In  two  journies  we  opened 
the  Prince  of  Wales'  Strait ;  this,  together  of  the  bearing  of  Melville 
Island,  satisfied  me  that  the  land  must  be  laid  down  too  far  to  the  east- 
ward. When  south  of  Cape  Russell,  I  deposited  our  depot,  and  proceeded 
to  the  S.W.,  about  2  miles  off  shore.  Although  the  ice  was  considerably 
pressed  up,  the  snow  was  hard,  and  travelling  tolerably  good,  l^anded 
occasionally  to  obtain  drift-AVOod,  which  was  in  great  abundance  about  the 
low  points.  On  4th  May,  at  midnight,  arrived  at  the  Princess  Royal 
Islands,  and  at  the  cairn  found  a  document  stating  that  Her  Majesty's 
ship  "  Enterprise"  had  in  1851  passed  up  the  strait  to  Point  Peel,  returned, 
and  after  following  the  west  coast  of  Baring  Island  to  lat.  72°  55'  N.,  had 
wintered  in  1851-52  in  lat.  70°  35' N.,  long.  117°  40'  W. ;  also  that 
information  of  her  movements  would  be  found  upon  an  islet  in  lat.  71°  36' 
N.,  long.  119°  W.  Provisioned  the  sledge  for  ten  days,  and  started 
that  night  to  the  southward  in  quest  of  further  traces.  After  passing- 
Point  Hay  found  the  beach  thickly  strewed  with  Esquimaux  encamp- 
ments. 

On  the  9th  arrived  at  the  islet ;  and,  after  several  hours,  found  records 
ten  feet  magnetic  north  of  a  small  cairn  built  upon  the  summit. 

These  stated  that  the  "  Enterprise's"  parties  had  visited  Point  Hearne, 
on  Melville  Island,  and  had  examined  the  north  and  south  shores  of 
Prince  Albert  Land.  Upon  her  leaving  this,  27th  August  1852,  intended 
to  pursue  a  channel  between  Wollaston  and  Prince  Albert  Land.  For 
particulars  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  records.  Rebuilt  the 
cairn ;  deposited  charts,  and  every  information  relative  to  our  proceedings  ; 
also  records  of  depots,  &c. 

Taking  into  consideration  the  date  of  these  notices,  and  my  remaining 
resources,  I  determined  to  return  with  all  despatch  to  the  ship.  Arrived 
at  the  island  on  the  13th;  provisioned  the  sledge,  and  deposited  records, 
&c.  The  Avhale-boat  I  found  in  perfect  condition  ;  but  the  sugar,  and 
two  cases  of  potatoes,  soddened  with  wet ;  the  cocoa  also  damaged. 
These  I  removed  to  the  rise  above  the  depot. 

After  leaving  the  island  dispatched  the  sledge  along  the  south  shore  of 
the  strait,  and  travelled  along  the  north  side,  accompanied  by  one  man 
with  the  small  one  ;  deposited  records  at  Point  Russell,  and  rejoined  the 
sledge  on  the  1 7th ;  found  them  all  ready  to  start,  having  built  a  cairn  ; 
deposited  records,  and,  having  no  fuel  of  any  kind,  had  collected  sufficient 
drift-wood  to  last  us  to  Dealy  Island.  On  19th  May  we  cleared  the 
strait  and  travelled  direct  for  Cape  Providence.  The  ice,  for  ten  miles 
oflP  Cape  Russell,  we  found  of  last  year's  formation,  without  a  crack. 
After  crossing  a  barrier  of  very  old  hummocks  came  to  a  lead  over  old 
floe,  over  which  we  travelled  fifteen  miles,  and  then  entered  heavy  hum- 
mocks of  young  ice ;  through  these  we  travelled  thirty  miles,  and  on  the 
23d  cleared  them,  about  seven  miles  S.E.  of  Cape  Providence. 

Very  heavy  falls  of  snow,  and  strong  easterly  winds,  checked  our 
progress  very  much,  and  caused  snow-blindness  throughout  the  party. 

On  27th  arrived  at  Sailors'  Plome,  Dealy  Island,  and  found  orders  to 
proceed  to  Beechey  Island  ;  also  that  Mr.  Krabbe  had  left  on  the  26th, 
and  Lieutenant  Hamilton  on  the  21st.  The  heaps  of  papers,  letters,  and 
news  of  all  kinds,  which  our  shipmates  contributed,  added  much  to  our 
pleasure  but  little  to  our  rest. 


(    90  ) 


Proceedings  of  Deposited  records,  notices,  &c.,  of  our  proceedings,  and,  after  provi- 

ptain  c^tu,  sioning,  and  securing  the  house,  started  at  midnight  to  the  eastward. 

Walked  ovci-land  to  Skene  Bay,  ()ut  found  no  ti'aces  of  large  game.  I'he 
liglit  rain  and  warm  weather,  softened  the  snow  very  mueli,  and  pools  of 
water  were  seen  on  the  land  about  Point  Jloss.  On  30tl)  overtook 
Mr.  Krabbe  near  Point  Griffiths;  travelled  together,  and  reached  most 
intricate  hummocks  twenty  miles  east  of  Cape  Gillman,  which  were  most 
tiresome,  owing  to  the  sloppy  state  of  the  snow.  The  weather  then 
became  much  colder,  which  checked  the  thaw  and  improved  the  travelling. 
On  5th  .June  arrived  at  Cape  Cockburn  depot.  Finding  that  I  was 
somewhat  lighter  than  Mr.  Krabbe,  together  with  the  importance  of 
reaching  the  ship  as  soon  as  possible,  I  informed  him  of  my  intention  to 
travel  independently.  Left  everything  secui-e  and  proceeded  on  our 
journey ;  passed  over  very  decayed  ice  inside  Moore  Island,  and  overtook 
Mr.  Hamilton  off  Cape  Capel.  His  dogs  were  very  much  fagged,  but  I 
hoped,  by  giving  them  a  fev/  good  feeds  of  damaged  pemmican,  to  enable 
him  to  push  on  a  dog  in  advance  of  me  to  the  ship  ;  but  the  favourable 
winds  allowed  us  to  keep  well  up,  and  on  the  11th  .Tune  we  encamped 
together  near  Cape  Hotham.  During  the  last  three  journies  we  crossed 
several  cracks  open  in  the  ice,  varying  from  6  to  12  feet  in  width.  On 
the  evening  of  the  1 1th,  the  dogs  being  fresh,  I  left  Lieutenant  Hamilton 
ni  charge  of  my  sledge ;  proceeded  with  the  dogs  across  Wellington 
Channel,  and  arrived  onboard  the  "North  Star,"  at  4  .30  a.m.  of  the  12th, 
kindly  welcomed  by  all  hands. 

For  the  detail  of  my  journey  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  journal. 
Throughout  the  journey  we  have  all  enjoyed  good  health  ;  but  the  men 
are  much  reduced  by  their  exertions,  and  all  complain  of  sore  ankles,  feet, 
&c.  Although  travelling  land  well  known  by  us  as  being  well  stocked 
with  animals,  we  have  only, seen  six  reindeer,  seven  musk  oxen,  besides 
small  game,  and  have  only  procured  one  reindeer,  three  hares,  and  thirty 
ptarmigan,  which  obliged  us  to  be  satisfied  with  one  meal  a-day. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  bring  before  your  notice  the  most  excellent 
behaviour  of  the  men.  Circumstances  have  compelled  us  to  travel  fre- 
quently upon  reduced  rations ;  but  throughout  I  have  never  heard  a 
murmur,  and  they  have  evinced  such  a  spirit  and  zeal  in  the  performance 
of  their  work,  that,  in  spite  of  the  tedium  connected  with  travelling,  they 
have  voluntaril}^  performed  distances  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances, 
I  would  not  have  ordered  theme 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  F.  Mecham,  Lieutenant. 
Captain  H.  Kellett,  Beechey  Island. 


Abstract  of  journey : — 

Number  of  days  outward  journey  37 

Number  of  days  homeward  journey         -       -       -       -  33 


Number  of  days  absent  70 

Number  of  journeys  lost  by  detention      -       -       -       -  8^ 


Number  of  complete  journeys  made        .       -       .       -  Qi^ 

Geogr.  Statute. 

Distance  travelled  by  large  sledge       -       -       -    1,107  1,279 
Distance  travelled  by  small  sledge       -       -       -        50  57'5 


1,157  1,316-5 

Average  distance  of  each  journey  made  by  large  sledge  18  20 

Total  distance -c- Gly,  number  of  journeys    -       -        18-8  217 

Total  distance Number  of  days  absent      -       -        l(r5  19 
Kecords  deposited,  seven  in  number. 


Charts  of  discovery,  positions  of  depots,  &c.,  ibui-  in  number. 

(Signed)       (*.  F.  Mkcham,  LieutenaVit. 
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Records  of  Captain  Collinson.  Cap^aTn  KeE  c.b. 

Latest  Records  of  Captain  Collinson,  found  hy  Commander  Mecham,  dated  captain  Coiib^n's  Records 
August  27,1852,  Ramsay  Island,  Lat.  71°  39'  N.,  Long.  119°  5'  W. 

Copy  of  a  Record  found  on  Princess  Royal  Islands  on  4th  May  1854. 

A  1. 

H.M.S.  "  Enterprise" 
30th  of  August  1851.    Lat.  Long. 

Commander. 

Whoever  finds  this  paper  is  requested  to  forward  it  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty,  London,  Avith  a  note  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  it 
was  found. 

(The  same  notice  in  the  French,  Spanish,  Danish,  Dutch,  and  Russian 
languages.) 

This  post  was  erected  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Investigator,"  who 
Avintered  in  the  pack  off  it  in  1850,  and  then  pursued  her  wa,y  to  the  east- 
ward. It  was  visited  on  the  30th  August  1851  by  the  "  Enterprise,"  who 
pursued  the  same  course. 

Provision  Depots. 


Lat. 

Long 

.  W. 

Norton  Sound 

-  63° 

28' 

161° 

45' 

Grantley  Harbour        _       .  _ 

-  67 

18 

166 

15 

Chamesso  Island  -       -       -  - 

-  66 

13 

161 

46 

Sea-horse  Island    -       -       -  - 

-  70 

54 

159 

2 

Second  River  south  of  Cape  Smyth 

-  71 

11 

156 

51 

Point  Separation  -       -       -  - 

-  67 

42 

134 

2 

Cape  Bathiirst      _       ,       _  _ 

-  70 

35 

127 

34 

Cape  Parry  -       -       -       -  - 

^  70 

5 

123 

5 

Cape  Krusenstern         _       _  _ 

-  68 

30 

114 

01 

This  post  was  visited  by  travelling  parties  from  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"  Enterprise,"  one  of  Avhich  traced  the  north  coast  of  Prince  Albert's  Land, 
and  found  a  deep  inlet  or  strait  eighty  miles  to  the  south-eastward  of  the 
mark  erected  by  the  "  Investigator"  at  the  north  end  of  the  straits. 
Another  party,  which  has  not  yet  returned,  went  across  with  orders  to 
reach  Melville  Island  if  possible. 

We  have  taken  thirty  pounds  of  preserved  meats,  and  a  half  of 

potatoes,  a  cask  of  sugar,  half  a  cask  of  cocoa,  and  seven  gills  of  rum. 

29th  May  1852.  (Signed)       R.  Collinson. 


A  3. 

Copy  of  Records  found  on  Princess  Royal  Islands,  May  4,  1854. 

Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Enterprise"  reached  the  east  end  of  Prince  of 
Wales'  Strait  on  the  30th  of  August  1851,  and  found  the  ice  closely  packed 
off  the  mouth  of  it ;  and  not  having  found  a  cove  on  either  side  near  the 
mouth  of  the  strait  where  she  could  winter,  she  will  be  found  near  the 
south-west  end  of  Baring  Island ;  or,  if  there  is  no  harbour  there,  in  the 
Bight  of  Prince  Albert  Land,  70  miles  south  of  this  island. 

All  well  on  board.  (Signed)       Rd.  Collinson,  Captain. 


A  4  and  A  5. 
The  following  was  in  duplicate  : 


Provision  Depots. 

Lat.  N.         Long.  W. 


Norton  Island      .-       _       -  _ 

-  68° 

38' 

161° 

15' 

Grantley  Sound    -       -       -  - 

-  68 

38 

166 

15 

Chamesso  Island  -       -       -  - 

-  66 

13 

161 

46 

Second  Sea-liorse  Island 

-  73 

54 

159 

2 

Second  River  south  of  Cape  Smyth 

-  71 

11 

156 

31 

Point  Separation  -       -       -  - 

-  67 

42 

134 

2 

Cape  Bathurst      _       _       _  - 

-  70 

35 

127 

34 

Cape  Parry 

-  70 

5 

123 

35 

Cape  Krusenstern        -       -  - 

■-  68 

30 

114 

1 

H.M.S.  "Enterprise,"  August  1851. 
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ptain  Collinson's  Records. 


ProceecJings  of  A  2. 

Captain  KcUett,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Eii1x'r])rise"  rounded  J'oiiit  liarrow  in  the  pack  on 
the  26th  of  July;  got  into  open  water  on  the  American  shore  on  the  '.MJth, 
along  which  she  proceeded  until  the  21st  of  August,  when  two  islets  were 
discovered  E.N.E.  of  the  Pelly  Islands,  ("ajoe  Fariy  was  seen  on  tlie  26th  ; 
and  on  the  same  evening  a  bold  bluff  in  hit.  71"  N.  and  long.  122"  W. 
kStanding  to  the  N.E.  along  this  shore,  she  entered  a  strait  on  the  29th,  in 
which,  on  the  following  morning,  in  72"  55'  and  125"  10',  two  islets,  with 
a  beacon  on  the  largest,  were  discovered.  Here  we  found  a  boat,  with  37 
casks  of  provisions  deposited  by  the  "  Investigator,"  which  vessel  had 
wintered  in  the  pack  four  miles  E.N.E.  of  the  islands.  During  the  autumn 
a  travelling  party  from  lier  reached  the  northward  of  the  strait,  in  lat. 
73°  32'  N.  and  long.  115°  W.  The  last  date  from  her  is  June  the  1st, 
when  all  were  well.  Travelling  parties  had  been  exploring  north  and  south  ; 
the  latter  had  fallen  in  with  the  natives,  who  are  described  as  an  inoffensive 
people. 

Captain  M'Clure  named  the  southern  shore     -    Prince  Albert  Land. 
North       -------    Baring  Island. 

Strait       -------    Prince  of  Wales. 

Islets  Pi'incess  Royal. 

The  "  Enterprise,"  proceeding  up  the  strait,  which  varies  from  ten  to 
twenty  miles  in  width,  reached  the  north  end  of  it  on  the  31st ;  and  on  the 
southern  side  found  a  cylinder  deposited  by  "  Investigator's"  travelling 
party,  dated  on  board  of  her  the  21st  of  April.  Finding  the  entrance 
blocked  by  ice,  she  returned  along  Baring  Land  ;  rounded  the  Cape  Erebus 
(discovered  on  the  26th)  on  the  2nd  of  September;  and  on  a  low^  point 
in  lat.  72°  1'  N.  and  long.  125°  10'  W.  a  cask,  with  intelhgence  of 
"Investigator,"  was  found,  dated  August  the  18th,  1851.  She  left  Prince 
of  Wales'  Strait  on  the  l6th,  all  well.  The  "Enterprise,"  proceeding 
northerly,  landed  on  an  islet  in  lat.  72°  55'  N.  and  long  125°  10'  W.,  and 
deposited  twenty  days'  provision  for  eight  men.  Not  finding  any  place 
suitable  for  winter  quarters,  retiirned  to  where  she  now  lays,  in 
lat.  71°  39'  N.  and  long.  117°  39'  W.,  east  side  of  the  entrance  of  Prince 
of  Wales'  Strait. 


H.M.S.  "Enterprise,"  Winter  Quarters. 
Lat.  71°  35'  N.,  117°  39'  W. 
We  arrived  here  on  September  14,  and  were  frozen  in  finally  on 
October  24 ;  in  the  interval  several  natives  visited  the  ship,  eventucdly 
leaving  us  on  November  9 ;  they  are  a  quiet  people,  but  have  little  to 
spare.  Needles,  knives,  and  saws  are  the  articles  most  in  request.  Tobacco 
not  wanted. 

Throughout  almost  the  whole  of  the  winter  we  have  obtained  hares  and 
ptarmigan.  The  weather  has  been  mild  ;  the  monthly  average  never  being 
below  — 20°. 

Little  or  no  sickness  has  occurred,  and  we  are  in  a  fit  condition  for  hard 
work.  Travelling  parties  will  start  early  in  April;  one  following  the  coast 
southerly  ;  the  other  will  proceed  through  the  Prince  of  Wales'  Strait 
and  then  divide,  one  portion  making  for  Melville  Island,  the  other 
examining  the  iiorth  shore  of  Prince  Albert  Land,  in  search  of  the  missing 
expedition. 

Provisions  are  deposited  at  the  following  places : 
West  of  Point  Barrow — 

Lat.  71°    10' N.    Long.  126°    50' W. 
70     54  159  2 

66     13  161  46 

65     18  166  15 

63     28  161  15 

In  Barrow  Strait — 

Lat.  73     50  N.    Long.    90     48  W. 
73     30  80  45 

6     30  114       1— four  bags  were  left. 
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In  this  neighbourhood   Proceedings  of 

Lat.  72°    56' N.    Long.  125°    10' W.  Captain  Keiktt,  c.b. 

72      50  117      55 — a  boat  and  37  casks.     Captain  CoUinson's  Eecords, 

Pemmican  deposited  on  American  shore  in  1848 — • 
1  bag  in  Lat.  67°    42'  N.    Long.  134°    0'  W. 

70     35  127  0 

70      5  123  25 

InteUigence  respecting  the  movements  of  the  "  Enterprise"  will  be 
deposited  on  an  islet  10  feet  magnetic  north  of  a  mark  in  lat.  71°  49'  N., 
long.  119°  W.,  subsequent  to  the  return  of  the  travelling  parties. 
15th  day  of  4th  month,  1852. 

(Signed)       Rd.  Collinson,  Captain. 


(Copy.)  B  3. 

Copy  of  a  Record  found  on  Ramsay  Island. 

(Captain.) 

The  provisions  on  Princess  Royal  Islands  were  safe  on  May  29,  except 
what  our  travelling  parties  consumed. 

The  "  Enterprise"  sleigh  searched  the  north  coast  of  Prince  Albert's 
Land,  ninety  miles  to  the  eastward  of  the  beacon  erected  by  the 
"  Investigator"  on  the  south  side  of  Prince  of  Wales'  Strait.  Here  we 
found  a  deep  inlet  or  mouth  of  a  strait ;  no  drift  wood  was  seen,  but  the 
ice  evidently  broke  up  annually.    No  signs  of  the  missing  expedition. 

The  "  Resolution"  sledge  parted  company  on  May  4  for  Melville  Island, 
and  has  not  yet  returned. 

(Signed)       Rd.  Collinson,  Captain. 
"Enterprise"  sleigh,  ten  miles  east 
of  Baring  Island,  June  5,  1852. 

I  shall  proceed  southerly  along  Prince  Albert's  Land  immediately  I  am 
extricated.  R.  C. 


(Copy.)  ^  B  3. 

From  Ramsay  Island. 

The  "  Victoria"  sleigh  travelled  along  Prince  Albert's  Land  from  Port 
Wollaston.  It  trends  to  the  south-south-east  until  you  get  in  the  latitude 
of  70°  40'  N.,  and  then  there  is  a  deep  inlet  or  strait,  up  which  we  travelled 
130  miles.    No  signs  of  the  missing  expedition. 

(Signed)       C.  F.  Jago. 

H.M.S.  "  Enterprise,"  Lat.  71°  35'  N. 
June  17,  1852. 

The  "  Resolution"  sleigh  has  not  yet  returned  from  Melville  Island. 
On  this  spot.  (Signed)       C.  F.  Jago. 

Whoever  finds  this  paper  is  requested  to  forward  it  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty,  London,  with  a  note  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  it 
was  found. 

(The  same  notice  in  the  French,  Spanish,  Dutch,  and  Russian 
languages.) 

Her  Majesty's  ship  "Enterprise"  rounded  Point  Barrow  in  the  pack 
on  July  26 ;  got  into  open  water  on  the  American  shore  on  30th,  along 
which  she  proceeded  until  August  21,  when  two  islets  east-north-east 
of  the  Pelly  Islands  were  discovered.  Cape  Parry  w^as  seen  on  26th,  and 
on  the  same  evening  a  bold  bluff,  in  lat.  71°  N.,  and  long.  122°  W. ; 
standing  to  the  north-east  along  this  shore,  she  entered  a  strait  on  29th,  in 
which,  on  the  following  morning,  in  lat,  72°  55'  N.  and  long.  125°  10'  W., 
two  islets,  with  a  beacon  on  the  largest,  were  seen.  Here  we  found  a  boat 
with  37  casks  of  provisions  deposited  by  the  "  Investigator,"  which  vessel 
had  wintered  in  the  pack  four  miles  east-north- east  of  the  islands  ;  during 
the  autumn  a  travelling  party  from  her  reached  the  north  end  of  the  strait, 
in  lat.  73°  22'  N.  and  long.  115°  W. ;  the  last  date  from  her  is  June  1, 
when  all  were  well.    Travelling  parties  had  been  exploring  north  and 
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Proceedings  of 
Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 

Captain  Collinson's  Iltcovds. 


south;  tlic  latter  had  fallen  in  with  the  natives,  who  an;  described  as  an 
inoffensive  people. 

Captain  M'CInre  named  the  southern  shoi'e  Pi-inee  AU)ert  Ivanrl ;  north, 
Baring  Island;  strait,  Prince  of  Wales ;  islets,  Princess  Royal. 

The  "  Enterprise"  proceeding  up  the  strait,  which  varies  from  ten  to 
twenty  railes  in  width,  reached  the  north  end  of  it  on  the  .'ilst,  and  on  the 
southern  side  found  a  cylinder  deposited  by  "  Investigator's"  travelling 
party,  dated  on  board  of  her  on  the  21st  April.  Finding  the  entrance 
blocked  by  ice,  she  returned  along  Baring's  Land,  rounding  the  Cape 
Erebus  ("Investigator's,"  discovered  on  the  26th),  on  2nd  September,  and 
on  a  low  point  in  72°  01'  (Point  Kellett  of  "  Investigator")  and  125"  10',  a 
cask,  with  intelhgence,  dated  "  Investigator,"  August  18,  1851,  wars  found. 
She  left  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Strait  on  the  l6th,  all  well.  The  "  Enter- 
prise," proceeding  northerly,  landed  on  an  islet  in  lat.  72°  55'  N.,  and  long. 
125°  10'  W.,  and  deposited  twenty  days'  provisions  for  eight  men.  Not 
finding  any  place  suitable  for  winter  quarters,  returned  to  where  she  now 
lays  in  lat.  71°  35'  N.,  and  117°  39'  east  side  of  the  entrance  of  Prince  of 
Wales's  Strait. 


(Copy.)  B  1. 

(From  Ramsay  Island.) 

H.M.S.  "  Enterprise,"  27th  August  1852. 
(Captain)  Latitude  71°  39'  N.,  Longitude  199°  5'  W. 

We  left  our  winter  quarters  at  the  eastern  end  of  this  bay  on  the  5th 
instant,  but  have  been  prevented  by  the  ice  from  making  any  progress  until 
this  day. 

(  Signed)       R.  Collinson,  Commander. 
Whoever  finds  this  paper  is  requested  to  forward  it  to  the  Secretary  of 
the  Admiralty,  London,  with  a  note  of  the  time  and  place  at  which  it  was 
found. 

(A  similar  notice  in  the  French,  Spanish,  Danish,  Dutch,  and  Russian 
languages.) 

It  is  my  intention  to  pursue  the  channel  separating  Wollaston  li-om 
Prince  Albert's  Land,  the  entrance  to  which  is  in  latitude  70°  30' ;  hitherto 
the  ice  has  been  close  in  with  the  shore,  in  latitude  71°  5',  nor  have  we  been 
able  to  turn  its  western  edge  by  pursuing  a  westerly  route  along  the  south 
face  of  Baring's  Land. 

All  well. 

Provisions  are  deposited  at  the  following  places : — 
West  of  Point  Barrow — 

Lat.  71°  10'  N. 


70 
66 
65 
63 


54 
13 
18 
28 


Long. 


156° 
159 
161 
166 
161 


50' 
02 
46 
15 
45 


W. 


50 
30 
30 


90 
80 
114 


18 
45 
01- 


-four  bags  were  left. 


In  Barrow  StraitS' — 
73 
73 

68 

In  this  neighbourhood — 
72  .56 

72    50 — a  box  and  37  casks. 
Pemmican  deposited  on  the  American  shore  in  1848. — 

I  bag,  Tvatitnde  67°  12  N.  Longitude  134°   00'  W. 

70    .35  127  34 

70    05  123  25 

I  Icr  Miijcsty's  Ship  "  l^vuterprist "  rounded  I'oint  B.irrow  inthc  pax'k  July  26, 
1851,  and  gained  open  w;tter  in  shore  on  the  30tl)  along  which  she  proceeded, 
seeing  the  Pelly  Ishuids  August  21st,  ('ape  Parry  26th,  and  a  hold  bluff 
((Jape  r:rcbus  j  in  latitude  7  i  "S.  02'  N.,  and  longitude  1 22°  50'  W.  Entering 
a  strait  on  tlie29th  two  islets  in  l:ilitud(!  72"  50'  N.,  and  longitude  118°  4'  W. 
were  seen,  on  one  of  which  a,  boiit  and  .37  casks  of  provisions  were 
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found,  having  been  placed  there  by  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Investigator,"  which         Proceedings  of 

vessel  wintered  in  the  pack  four  miles  north-east  of  the  islands.    A  party 

from  her  reached  the  north-eastern  end  of  the  Strait,  in  latitude  73°  32'  JN.  and 

longitude  114°  IS'  W,,  during  October.  Captain  M'Clure  named  the  south 

shore  Prince  Albert's  Land,  the  north  Baring's  Land,  the  island  Princess 

Royal,  the  strait  Prince  of  Wales.    The  "  Enterprise"  reached  the  north 

end  of  the  strait  September  1851,  the  mouth  of  Avhich  was  blocked  by  ice, 

coming  back  through  the  Prince  of  Wales's  Strait.     Cape  Erebus  was 

rounded  on  the  3d,  and  a  low  point  in  72°  04'  N.,  and  125°  48'  W. 

Then  finding  no  place  on  the  west  coast  suitable  for  winter  quarters,  w^e 
returned  to  Prince  Albert's  Land,  and  wintered  latitude  71°  35'  N.  and 
longitude  117°  35'  W.  in  a  southerly  direction,  and  passing  through  Prince 
of  Wales's  Strait  a  deep  inlet  or  strait  was  traced  as  far  as  latitude  72°  N.  and 
longitude  113°  30'  W.  A  third  party  reached  Point  Hearne  on  Melville 
Island,  where  sleigh  and  footmarks  were  seen.  The  last  party,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  hummocky  condition,  were  compelled  to  leave  their  sleigh 
in  lat.  73°  44'  N.  and  longitude  114°  30'  W,,  and  returned  to  the  ship  after 
an  absence  of  74  days.  A  party  of  natives  remained  with  us  until  November 
and  returned  in  May  :  they  are  harmless. 

Fish  are  to  be  obtained  from  the  lakes  by  the  seine. 


Copy  of  Orders  to  Mr.  F.  J.  Krabb^,  Master  of  tl.M.S.  "Resolute,"  to 
proceed  to  Ba}^  of  Merc}^,  Banks  Land. 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 

Taking  command  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Newton,"  manned  with  seven  men, 
and  provisioned  for  twelve  days,  you  will  leave  this  ship  on  1st  April 
next,  (weather  permitting)  and  proceed  in  company  with  Lieutenant 
Mecham  as  long  as  he  requires  your  services,  placing  for  him  a  depot  in 
the  position  he  requires  it,  and  proceed  to  the  depot  in  the  Bay  of 
Mercy. 

In  the  cairn  left  there  you  will  deposit  the  record  which  you  will  receive 
from  me,  as  well  as  one  of  your  own,  describing  the  position  you  find 
"  Investigator"  in,  the  state  of  the  depot,  and  any  information  that  might 
be  useful  to  a  party  visiting  that  bay. 

From  the  "  Investigator "  you  will  bring  back  the  articles  of  medical 
stores  mentioned  in  the  accompanying  list. 

You  will  be  most  careful  that  those  of  your  crew  who  enter  that  vessel 
are  never  out  of  t/our  sight ;  that  her  hatches  are  closed  as  before,  and  that 
everj'thing  is  left  undisturbed ;  but  should  "  Investigator"  be  found  in  such 
a  position  that  the  provisions  on  board  her  would  be  spoiled  or  destroyed, 
you  Avill  endeavour  to  place  them,  as  well  as  the  stores  most  useful  to  a 
retreating  part}^,  in  safety  on  the  shore. 

The  quantities  of  provisions  you  take  away  from  any  depot  are  always  to 
be  noted  on  the  records  you  deposit. 

Having  performed  this  service  you  will  return  to  your  ship  (touching  at 
Dealy  Island)  by  the  10th  June. 

The  zeal  and  ability  with  which  you  have  performed  all  duties  committed 
to  your  charge,  both  in  last  voyage  and  whilst  under  my  command,  give 
me  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  place  this  important  service  under  your 
guidance. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  H.M.S.  "Resolute,"  in  Barrow- 
Strait,  Cape  Cockburn,  N.E.  b.  N.  28,  27th  March  1854. 

(  Signed)       H .  Kellett,  Captain. 


Copy  of  Orders  deposited  in  Dealy  Island  House,  for  the  Guidance  of 
Mr.  Krabbe,  on  his  Arrival  there. 
By  Henry  Kellett  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute. " 
Having  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Beechey  Island  for  further  in- 
structions with  the  crews  of  both  vessels  under  my  command,  you 
will,  on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  use  every  exertion  to  reach  Beechey 
Island  with  all  despatch,  so  that  your  men  may  be  exposed  as  little  as 
possible  to  the  ill  effects  of  travelling  after  the  thaw  commences. 

M  4 


(  '.)('>  ) 


I'rocoodings  of 
Cui)tain  Kylk'tt,  C.I5. 


Vor  this  purpose  I  have;  placed  at  ('iipe  (^^ckhuD)  ;i  eoiiiplete  depot  for 
twelve  days,  which  is  ain))l(;  to  take  you  to  Becchey. 

You  will,  tliereforc,  on  no  account  lose  time  by  attempting  to  reach  the 
ships  ;  they  will  by  that  time  be  al)andoned,  and  their  hatchwayn  Hccurely 
sealed.  Your  messmates  will  have  ])acked  such  articles  as  they  think  you 
value,  or  would  be  useful,  .vhich  will  l)e  either  taken  on  to  liecchey,  or 
placed  under  the  boat  left  at  Cape  Cockburn  for  your  use. 

You  will  not  forget  to  leave  at  Dealy  Island  full  information  relative  to 
yoiu'  present  expedition. 

The  depot  at  Dealy  Island  I  am  anxious  should  l)e  as  little  broken  into 
as  possible.  Rum  is  not  to  be  touched  at  all,  as  it  may  be  required  for 
travelling  fuel.  Fuel  to  bring  you  to  Cape  Cockburn  will  be  sent  to 
Dealy  Island.  In  case  of  having  game,  preserved  meat  is  not  to  be 
touched  at  all,  but  under  any  circumstances  half  a  pound  of  that  article 
per  man  per  day  is  all  that  is  to  be  taken. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Ilesolute,"  in  Barrow  Strait, 
8th  May  1854. 

(Signed)       H.  Kellett,  Captain. 

Mr.  Krabbe  will  deposit  the  medicines  he  was  directed  to  bring  back 
from  the  "Investigator"  in  one  of  the  cases  left  in  the  house;  leave  a 
Six's  thermometer  there  also,  and  bring  on  the  rest.  As  his  crew's  clothing 
will  be  left  at  Cape  Cockburn,  he  Avill  leave  there  also  all  clothes  and 
stores  that  he  can  spare. 

(Signed)       H.  Kellett. 


I'rocwjdings  of  Mr.  Ki-abbo. 


Proceedings  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Krabb£,  Master,  whilst  detached  in  charge  of  a 
party  from  H.M.S.  "Resolute,"  to  Harbour  of  Mercy,  Banks  Land, 
3d  April  and  13th  June  1854. 

H.M.S.  "North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  14th  June  1854. 

In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  27th  March  1854,  I  took  charge 
of  the  sledge  "  Newton  "  manned  wdth  seven  men  from  "  Intrepid,"  and 
proceeded  from  H.M.S.  "Resolute"  under  yom*  command,  in  company 
with  Lieutenant  Mecham,  on  3d  April  1854,  towards  Dealy  Island,  at 
which  place  we  arrived  on  the  12th  April.  The  house  and  cairn  were 
found  to  be  in  perfect  order,  with  very  little  drift,  either  inside  or  out  of  the 
former ;  one  of  the  tanks  of  biscuit  was  however  slightly  damp  and  mildewed 
in  one  corner,  apparently  caused  by  the  waste  valve  having  admitted 
damp.  We  completed  provisions  at  this  depot  to  22  days,  with  additional 
11  days  for  discovery  as  depot,  and  proceeded  westward  on  13th,  still 
in  company,  passing  near  Cape  Providence,  and  thence  to  Cape  Russell. 
At  the  former  place  it  was  found  necessary  to  change  into  night  travelling 
as  quickly  as  possible,  as  several  men  at  both  sledges  were  suffering  from 
snow-blindness.  Hitherto  the  floe  had  been  good  for  travelling,  nearly 
all  being  last  year's  ice,  but  about  10'  south  of  Cape  Providence  heavy 
packs  of  old  and  new  ice  were  met,  and  continued  with  us  until  arriving 
within  a  few  miles  of  the  opposite  land. 

The  difficulty  of  steering  through  this  pack  ice  and  continuous  thick 
Aveather  threw  us  eastAvard  of  our  course,  so  that  in  making  Point  Peel 
in  thick  weather  itAvas  mistaken  for  Point  Parker,  and  the  depot  deposited 
sixteen  miles  east  of  it,  on  the  night  of  25th  April,  Avhen  I  parted  company 
with  Lieut.  Mecham,  and  proceeded  along  the  beach  AvestAvard.  But  at 
()  A.M.  27th,  the  weather  being  still  very  thick,  and  the  coast  line  not 
agreeing  with  the  chart,  I  waited  for  it  to  clear,  and  placed  the  crcAv  on 
two-lln'rds  ])rovisions.  The;  next  day  I  saw  that  Ave  Avere  at  Prince  Albert's 
Land,  when  I  proceeded  N.W.  at  once  lor  (/ape  Russell,  and  thence  Avith 
new  ice  nearly  the  Avhole  Avay  to  the  Bay  of  Mercy,  and  finally  arrived  on 
board  the  "  Investigator"  at  10.30  p.m.  of  5th  May. 

I  saw  the  ship  from  J'ointiiack,  andAvhen  Avithin  four  or  live  miles  coidd 
plainly  see  with  naked  eye  the  stacked  spars  on  the  beach,  but  the  cairn  I 
cotddnotsee  so  quickly  ;  the  former  will,  however,  be  always  efficient  marks 
ibr  the  dep6t. 
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The  tattered  remains  of  the  ensign  and  pendant  were  still  flying,         Proceedings  of 
and  an  accumulation  of  drift  on  the  northern  side  of  the  ship  was  suf-       Captain  KeUett,  c, 
ficient  to  enable  me  to  walk  in  over  her  gunwale  ;  there  was    a  good 
deal  on  her  decks  also,  but  not  to  prevent  our  easily  getting  at  the  fore 
hatchway. 

The  ship's  head  was  N.  30°  W.  true,  her  cable  hanging  slack  under  her 
bow.  She  was  heeled  about  10°  to  starboard,  and  slightly  by  the  head ;  there 
were  no  signs  of  pressure  about  her,  although  the  oakum  was  hanging 
very  loosely  out  of  most  of  the  seams.  She  was  S.  12°  E.  1,400  yards 
from  the  cairn,  and  426  yards  from  the  nearest  point  of  beach,  her  stern 
being  in  11  fathoms  water. 

On  going  below  I  found  all  things  in  good  order,  and  the  lower  deck 
pretty  free  from  frost,  but  over  head,  on  orlop  deck,  there  were  great 
accumulations. 

On  examining  the  hold,  I  found  she  had  leaked  during  the  preceding 
summer  so  much  that  she  was  now  full  to  the  orlop  beams  forward,  and 
within  10  inches  of  them  abaft. 

I,  therefore,  at  once  determined  on  clearing  her  of  all  useful  stores,  in 
compliance  with  your  orders ;  and  for  this  purpose,  as  also  to  repair 
kettles,  dry  tents,  furniture,  &c.,  I  brought  my  crew  on  board.  I  com- 
menced work  on  6th  May,  and  completed  landing  by  the  9th  (as  per 
enclosure  No.  1)  the  stores  and  provisions,  leaving,  however,  all  the 
spirits,  wine,  coals,  &c.  (according  to  account,  3,300  lbs.  preserved  meat), 
firmly  frozen  in  the  holds;  the  ullages  of  slops  and  18^  cwt.  biscuit  I 
placed  in  the  lower  deck  cabins,  also  small  ullages  of  provisions.  On  9th 
I  packed  16  days'  provisions  for  my  own  sledge.  During  this  time  I  had 
personally  packed  the  medicines,  as  per  list  given  with  your  orders,  as 
also  a  few  botanical  and  zoological  specimens,  thermometers,  &c.  The 
medicines  were  eventually  left  at  Dealy  Island  House. 

On  the  10th  I  was  employed  in  clearing  the  ship,  securing  holds, 
&c.,  and  the  crew  were  allowed  a  few  hours  for  repairing  their  own 
clothes, 

I  deposited  the  record  you  gave  me  in  the  cairn,  with  an  additional  one 
of  my  own,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose  (No.  2),  and  at  6  p.m.,  11th 
May,  I  left  the  ship  on  my  return,  having  secured  the  hatches,  and  seen 
the  ship  in  every  respect  precisely  as  I  had  found  her. 

Both  in  entering  and  on  leaving  the  bay,  I  paid  marked  attention  to  the 
state  of  the  ice  in  it,  and  am  confident  there  Avas  no  water  made  inside  a 
line  from  Point  Providence  to  Point  Back  during  1853,  but  there  was 
open  water  during  that  season  for  tAvo  or  three  miles  in  width  along  the 
whole  line,  which  finally  met  and  arrested  pieces  from  the  pack  around 
the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Hamilton. 

Along  the  cliffs  of  Banks  Land  also  there  was  a  belt  of  new  ice  from 
tAvo  to  four  miles  Avide,  terminating  in  heavy  pressure  on  Point  Parker. 

The  pack,  from  5'  north  of  Cape  Hamilton  to  within  ten  miles  of 
Melville  Island,  was  somewhat  heavier  and  older  than  found  on  crossing 
further  eastward. 

I  arrived  at  Melville  Island  a  little  to  westward  of  Cape  Dundas  on 
19th  May,  after  passing  over  nothing  but  new  ice ;  arrived  at  Dealy  House 
at  0*30  A.M.  on  26th  May,  where  I  received  your  orders  to  proceed  to 
Beechey  Island  at  once. 

I  re-examined  the  biscuit  tank  in  accordance  Avith  Lieut.  Mecham's 
orders,  but  did  not  think  it  advisable  to  clear  it,  as  the  waste  that  would 
be  incurred  would  be  more  than  the  loss  of  the  few  pounds  damaged. 
The  valve  hole  I  carefully  greased  inside. 

P.M.  On  26th,  I  took  tAvelve  days'  provisions,  reduced  to  the  scale  given 
in  your  last  order,  and  at  9-30  proceeded  with  all  possible  despatch  for 
Beechey  Island,  When  off  Point  Griffiths,  at  4  a.m.  of  30th,  I  was  joined 
by  Lieutenant  Mecham  and  his  party,  and  from  thence  Ave  proceeded  in 
company  to  Cape  Cockburn  depot,  where  we  arrived  at  2  a.m.,  5th  June, 
and  picked  up  our  provisions.  By  this  time  the  thaAV  had  fairly  come  on, 
having  begun  almost  suddenly  with  drizzling  rain  on  31st  May. 

The  men's  feet  were  of  course  very  tender,  but  with  the  aid  of  flannel 
bandages  we  were  prevented  having  any  serious  cases. 
L  N 
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Proceedings  of  In  consequcncc  of  a  communication  from  Lieutenant  Mecham,  we  pro- 

Captain  Keiiett,  c.b.  cecdcd  independently  to  Becchcy  Island,  and  arrived  (^n  board  this  vehsel 
at  4.30  A.M.  on  13th  June. 

Althouf>h  most  anxious  to  procure  game,  and  having  been  to  both  the 
places  generally  considered  as  having  the  greatest  abundance,  one  musk 
ox,  one  hare,  and  nineteen  ptarmigan,  comprise  the  list  of  those  shot. 
Three  deer  and  four  musk  oxen  were  seen  near  Cape  IIami]t(jn. 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  but  speak  with  the  highest  satisfaction  of  the 
conduct  of  my  crew,  who  have  all  suffered  more  or  less  painfully  from 
snow-blindness  and  sore  feet,  but  still  continued  their  work  as  heartily 
as  I  could  have  wished. 

I  have  &c. 

To  Captain  H.  Kellett,  C.B.,  (Signed)       F.  J.  Kuabb£,  Master, 

H.M.S.  "Resolute." 

Records  deposited. 

"Resolute's"  record,  chart,  and  one  from  myself;  in  cairn  at  Bay  of 
Mercy. 

Record  in  cairn  built  on  Cape  Hamilton. 
Record  in  box  in  Dealy  Island  House. 


Abstract. 

No.  of  days  absent 

Days  employed  on  board  "  Investigator" 
All  other  detentions      -  -  - 

Number  of  marches 


Distance  travelled  - 
Average  length  of  marches 


( Signed) 


HI 
8  J 


71 

m 


-  57i 

Miles. 
Geo.  Statute. 

866  1,001 
F.  J.  Krabbe,  Master. 


Enclosm'e 

Provisions,  Bay  of  Mercj-.  Ja^T  of  Provisions  and  Stores  landed. 

"  Investigator," 
Biscuit       .  -  ™  - 

Salt  beef-  -  -  - 

 pork  -  -  -  - 

Suet  -    -  -  -  - 

Flour-       -  -  -  - 

Tobacco  -  -  -  - 

Sugar-       -  _  _  _ 

Tea-       -  -  .  - 

Preserved  nieat  -  - 

Flannel  -  .  -  - 

Duck  -       -  -  - 

Seig'e  -    ,  - 

Mitts  -  -  -  . 

Flushing  jackets  - 

Tent  gear    -  ..  _  - 

Maindeck  and  forecastle  liousing  clothes 
Sails,  courses,  main- 


No.  1. 

n  the  Bay  of  Mercy  from  H.M.S. 
May  1854. 

-   1,232  pounds  12  casks. 


304 

}y 

1  » 

200 

>j 

1  „ 

112 

i> 

1  „ 

720 

5) 

3  „ 

750 

3J 

5  cases. 

473 

}J 

1  cask. 

50 

ij 

1  „ 

1,150 

>) 

stowed  be- 

tM'^een  casks. 
-     230  yards      1  bale. 
-       -       70     „        1  „ 
80      „        1  „ 
100  pairs       J  „ 
15  in  IS^o.     1  „ 
Contents  unknown. 
1  of  each 
1  in  No. 
1  in  No. 

(Signed)       F.  1.  Kuabbe,  Master, 


Enclosure  No.  2. 
(z'oPY  ()(' a,  Jlcicord  deposited  in  Bay  of  Mercy. 

The  |)a,rty  wliicli  dejjowited  tliis  a,rnvod  here  on  5th  May  1854,  from  H.M.  Ship 
'  JicHolute,"  (Jai)tain  II.  KelUitt,  (J.B.,  and  will  leave  to  rejoin  her  onlltliMay. 
On  visiting  tlic  ship  she  was  Ibund  to  have  moved  a  little  from  her  former  position, 
j)ioba,bly  400  yards  S.F.)  Her  head  was  N.  30",  W.  heeling  10°  to  starboard.  She 
was  S.  I  2",  F.  1,400  yards  (Voni  this  (jairn,  a.nd  42(i  yards  from  the  nearest  point 
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of  beach,  with  11  fathoms  water  under  her  stern.  The  water  was  frozen  in  solid 
below  fore  and  aft  to  the  height  of  the  orlop  deck  ;  the  available  stores  were  there- 
fore all  landed  as  per  list  on  the  other  side  of  this.  The  remaining  biscuit,  ullages 
of  slops,  <^c.  were  all  put  in  lower  deck  cabins.  There  are  probably  buried  in  the 
two  meat  rooms  3,300  lbs.  preserved  meat.  The  rum,  wine,  and  coals  are  also 
buried.    A  cask  of  flour  and  a  cwt,  tin  of  preserved  potatoes  could  not  be  found. 

The  depot  at  Dealy  IsLand  House  was  found  in  excellent  order,  except  a  little 
biscuit  spoiled  by  damp,  and  no  one  had  visited  it  since  August  1853. 

The  crew  of  "  Investigator,"  wintered  on  board  '•  Resolute"  and  "  Intrepid" 
1853-54  ;  they  were  to  leave  for  Beechey  Island  in  April  1854. 

The  "  Enterprise"  has  not  been  seen  or  heard  of  by  us  since  leaving  Hong  Kong 
in  1851. 

(Signed)        F.  J.  Keabbe,  Master. 


Proceedings  ef 
Captain  Kellett,  C.B 


Account  of  Provisions  remaining  in  Depot  for  the  Relief  of  distressed 

Parties  in  the  Arctic  Regions. 


PeoVisions  remaining  in  Depot  from  those  placed  in  the  Princess  Royal  Islands  by  Provisions  on  Princess  Eoyal 

-  --  ^  -    -  -        ^  __.  .     -  _  Island, 


H.M.  S.  "Investigator"  on  3rd  March 
Lieutenant  G.  F.  Mecham,  of  H.M.  Ship 

Flour          .       _       -       -  . 

Preserved  meat          _       _  _ 

Pork  (unboiled)     -       _     '  _  _ 

Preserved  potato  _  „  . 
Sugar       -       -       -    -  about 

Chocolate         _       _       _  _ 


One  whale  boat,  30  feet,  with  gear  complete. 
A  proportion  of  ammunition  and  medical  stores. 


1851.    Visited  on  13th  May  1854  by 
Resolute." 
lbs. 

-  5,688 

-  1,816 

-  1,920 
896 

130  damaged. 
240  slight^  damaged. 


Provisions,  &c.,  remaining  in  Depot  at  the  Bay  of  Mercy  on  the  5/10  May  1854,  Provisions  on  board 
when  visited  by  Mr.  Frederick  J.  Krabbe,  Master  of  H.M.  Ship  "Resolute,"  "investigator." 
landed  from  H.M.  Ship  "  Investigator,"  in  May  1853;  also  the  Remains  on  board 
that  Ship,  abandoned  at  the  same  place. 


Articles. 

On  Shore. 

On  Board. 

Articles. 

On  Shore. 

On  Board. 

Biscuit      -  - 

lbs 

2,232 

2,420 

Potatoes 

lbs. 

764 

112 

Rum 

galls. 

None. 

36 

Sugar     -  - 

5) 

1,473 

None. 

Do.  concentrated  ,, 

20 

52§- 

Chocolate 

5) 

435 

Ullage. 

Brandy    -  - 
Wine  - 

3) 

20 

30-.V 

Tea     .   -  - 

33 

176 

None. 

None. 

28" " 

Oatmeal 

gall. 

None. 

Ullage. 

Beef        -  - 

lbs. 

912 

None. 

Vinegar  -  - 

None. 

30 

Pork  - 

55 

1,800 

None. 

Tobacco 

3  J 

lbs. 

1,234 

368 

Preserved  meat  „ 

4,150 

3,350 

Soap      -  ~ 

33 

■  349 

385 

J^lour       -  - 

7,140 

210 

Pickles 

J3 

None. 

1,100 

Suet  - 

224 

None. 

Carrots  -  - 

None. 

194 

Peas        -  - 

bush. 

lOi 

3i 

Lemon  juice 

5? 

None. 

345 

Clothing. 


Blankets  -  No. 
Flannel  -  -  yds 
Serge  frocks  -  No. 
Blue  cloth  -  yds. 
Flushing  jackets  No. 
Boots  -  -  prs. 
Slioes  -  -  ••„  - 
Blue  cloth  jackets  No. 

"    trowsers  prs. 
Duck     -       -  yds. 
Stockings       -  prs. 
Mitts,  worsted-  „ 
Caps,  worsted  -  No. 
Shirts     -       -  „ 
Serge         -    -  yds. 
Beds      -       -  No. 
Black        silk  1 

handkerchiefs  J  " 
Badges      -    -  „ 


32 

11 

Wrappers     -  No. 

13 

44 

460 

354 

Box  cloth  jackets 

11 

50 

24 

„   trowsers  prs. 

12 

64 

10 

Guernseyfrocks  No. 

21 

70 

None. 

Knitted  drawers  prs. 

3 

7 

9 

Boot  hose  - 

8 

15 

17 

Comforters    -  No. 

22 

49 

Box  cloth  boots  prs. 

25 

11 

Seal  skin  boots  ,, 

27 

6 

220 

54 

„       caps  No. 

20 

40 

26 

„      gloves  prs. 

47 

250 

14 

Sea  boots     -  ,, 

9 

30 

12 

Welsh  wigs  --  No. 

12 

59 

Sou-westers  -  „ 

1 

80 

Green  crape  -  yds. 

30 

100 

31 

Carpet  boots  -  prs. 

3 

122 

Needles        -  No. 
Thread,   &c.  -  lbs. 

1  a  proportion. 

40 

N  2 


l^roceedings  of 
Captain  K«llett,  C.B. 


Provisions  at  Dealy  Island. 
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Stores,  ArmtmriAtion,  &c. 


Articles. 


Musket  balll 
cartridge   -  / 
Do.  blank  do.  - 
Caps,  percussion 
Shot 

Paper,  white  - 
Muskets,  per- 1 

cussion    -  j 
Fowling  pieces 
Boats  with  gear 
Topmast 
Jib-boom 
Hand-mast 
Spars,  small  - 
Housing  main-  ~1 

deck  - / 
Housing  main- 

forecastle  -  J 
Royal  sail 


No. 

200 

3J 

1,000 

)) 

2,000 

lbs. 

112 

qrs. 

4 

No. 

4 

5) 

1 

3) 

/-• 

D 

J) 

1 

53 

1 

33 

1 

33 

6 

53 

1 

!) 

1 

33 

1 

On  Hoard. 

A  rticleg. 

On  Bhore. 

On  li<>ar<l. 

J  OOJ  ClJCHli       -   Xi  O. 

1 
J 

— 

Mahogany  board  ft. 

about  50 

— 

— 

Deals,  oj'diriaiy  No, 

10 

— 

— 

Urindstone    -  „ 

1 

— 

— 

Boats'  coppers  „ 

2 

— 

— 

Boats'  anchors  „ 

not 
known 

_ 

Pumps  -      -  ., 

do. 

— 

— 

iSaws,  cross  cut 
Empty  casks  - 

do. 

— 

— 

100 

— 

— 

Quarter-deck  \ 

1 

— 

housing     -  /  " 
Tents'  labo-  ) 



— 

ratory       -  J  ' 

1 

Coals    -       -  tons. 

7 

— 

Tent  gear    -  --| 

quantity 

not 

known 

Main  course  -  No. 

1 

Peovisions,  fee,  remaining  in  Depot  at  Dealy  Island  House  on  27th  May  1854, 
from  those  landed  from  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute"  in  July  1853. 


Provisions. 

Quantity. 

In  what 
Packages. 

Provisions. 

Quantity. 

In  what 
Packages. 

Biscuit 

-lbs. 

],424 

tanks 

Soap       -       -  lbs. 

417 

4  casks 

Rum  concentrat 

gall. 

146 

3  casks 

Normandy  pippins  „ 

600 

tank 

Flour 

-lbs. 

12,000 

48  „ 

Preserved  meat  -  „ 

3,021 

41b.  tins. 

Beef  - 
Bacon 

33 

~  >> 

4,840 
4,320 

16  „ 
14  „ 

„    vegetables  „ 

2,166  1 

4  &  21b. 
tins 

Suet  - 

33 

112 

1  33 

,,       potatoes  „ 

2,000 

11  casks 

Currants 

33 

200 

1  33 

„  soup,  ox-cheek  „ 

868 

tank 

Peas 

-  gall. 

106 

3  „ 

Mustard  -       -  „ 

10 

1  case 

Sugar 

-lbs. 

2,440 

6  „ 

Treacle       -    -  „ 

378 

1  cask 

Chocolate 

"  33 

885 

5  „ 

Baking  powder  „ 

30 

tank 

Tea 

"  35 

192 

2  „ 

Onion  powder  -  „ 

66 

1  case 

Tobacco       -  ■ 

33 

346 

2  cases 

Pickles       -    -  „ 

204i 

2  casks 

Clothing. 


Clothing. 

Quantity. 

In  what 
Packages. 

Clothing. 

Quantity. 

In  what 
Packages. 

Box  cloth  jackets  No. 

"     trowsers  prs. 
Guernsey  frocks  -  No. 

66 
66 
122 

3  casks 
3  „ 
3  „ 

Knitted  drawers  prs. 
Fisherman's  boots  „ 
Carpet  boots    -  „ 

108 
63 
66 

3  casks 
3  „ 
3  „ 

Warm  Clothing. 


Boot  hose 
Mitts,  worsted 
Crape 


prs. 

33 

yds. 


Quantity. 


132 
143 
591 


In  what 
Packages. 


3  casks 

1  3, 
1  „ 


Powder,  siMirtiug 

Ditto,  fiiie  g)-aiii 
Cartridge  ball,  musket 

Ditto,  blank  ditto 
Caps,  ])orciiHHioii  ditto 

r()wliiig-i)i(!C(! 
liockcits,  signal,  ^  lb.  - 
Sticks  foi'  ditto 
Portfires     .         -  - 
P)lu(;liglits       _        -  - 
Maroons       -  -  - 


Ommer 

4  lbs. 
15  „ 
500  in  No. 
500  „ 
1,000  „ 
1,000  „ 
10  „ 
10  „ 
20  „ 
12  „ 
20  „ 


s  Stores. 

Sjiare  nipples       -  -  2  in  No. 

Wads        -          -  -  4  boxes. 

P;i])or,  cartridge       -  -  2  quires 

Sparc  nipples,  musket  -  2  in  No. 

Loose  ball,  Adam's    -  -  500  „ 

Shot,  lead,  No.  2.  -  56  lbs. 

Ditto,  duck       -        -  -  56  ,, 

Mjitch,  slow           -  -  30  ., 

i  l  iidHon  bay  guns       -  -  2  in  No. 

T(!iit  marquee,  com])lete  -  1  », 

Litmum  vitaj          -  -  500  lbs. 
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Boatswain's  Stores. 


Palms,  sailmakers' 
Needles,  sail  - 
Twine 
Rope,  2  inch 
Spunyarn 
Rope  junk,  6  inch 
Awls,  shoemakers' 
Hemp  ditto 


Pickaxes 

Cliisels 

Mallet 

Plane 

Saw,  hand 

Mauls,  pen 

Gimlets 

Files 

Adzes  - 

Axe 

Cotton  for  lamps 
Nails,  iron,  SOd. 

Wd. 
lOd. 
„  6d. 
4d 


1  in  No. 
12  „ 

1  lb. 
30  fathm. 
20  lbs. 

4  fathm. 

6  in  No. 

ilb. 


Bristles,  hogs' 
Wax,  shoemakers' 
Canvas,  old 
Marling  spikes 
Mallets,  serving 
Shovels,  iron 
Nettlestuff  - 
Beeswax 


Proceedings  of 
Captain  Kellett,  C.  B 


f  ounce, 
a  proportion. 
12  yds. 
1  in  No. 

1  „ 

2 

6  skeins, 
ilb. 


Carpenter's  Stores. 


2  in  No. 

3  „ 
1  „ 
1  „ 
1  „ 
1  >, 
3  „ 

3  „ 
1  „ 
1  » 

4  lbs. 

4  „ 

4  „ 

3  „ 

3  „ 

3  „ 


Nails,  iron,  2d.     -  -       3  lbs. 

„  Copper  boat        -       4  „ 
Chalk  -  -       -  2 

Stoves,  Rettie's  complete 

vsdth  funnel 
Nails,  copper  tacks 
Halket's  boat  complete 
Small  whale  boat,  14  feet  - 
Candles        -  -  - 

Oil,  seal  in  one  cask 
Coals  -  - 

Sledges     _  -  _ 

Baking  stove,  complete  1  -j 
with  funnel  -  J 

A  few  empty  casks  for  firewood. 
A  proportion  of  medical  stores. 


1  in  No. 

2  lbs. 
1  in  No. 

1  „ 
50  lbs. 
60  galls. 

8  tons. 

2  in  No. 


Provisions  remaining  in  depot  on  East  point  of  Fife  Harbour,  in  June  1853,  Provisions  at  rife  Harbour, 
from  those  placed  there  by  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  on  7th  September  1852. 

Beef  ------  304  pounds. 

Rum,  concentrated        -  -  -       -    30  gallons. 

Pork  -  -  -  -  -  320  pounds. 

Sugar  -  -  -         .  -  -  110  „ 

Tea        -  -  -  -  -      -    20  „ 

Flour  -  .  -  -  -  250  „ 


Provisions  remaining  in  depot  Smiles  east  of  Cape  Cockburn,  in  June  1854,  Provisions  at  Cape  Hotham. 
landed  from  H.M.  Ship  "Resolute,"  between  29th  August  1852  and  loth  May 
1854. 


Biscuit  - 
Rum,  concentrated 
Preserved  meat 

Boiled  bacon       -     .     -  - 

Chocolate 

Sugar 

Tea  -  -  - 

Pork  (not  boiled) 

Flour  -  -  - 

Tallow  candles  for  fuel 

Ice  boat  light,  complete 

Sledge  complete  with  canvas  boat 

Halkett's  boat,  complete 


- 1,315  pounds. 
47-1-  gallons. 

-  990  pounds. 
486  „ 

-  84  „ 

-  121i  „ 

-  m  „ 

-  636  „ 

-  250  „ 

-  100  „ 

1  in  No. 
1 

1  „ 


Provisions  remaining  in  depot  at  Assistance  Harbour,  in  June  1854,  from  those 
placed  there  by  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  on  16th  August  1852. 


Provisions  in  Assistance 
Harbour. 


Biscuit 

Rum,  concentrated 

Sugar 

Tea 

Boiled  bacon 
Flour 

Preserved  meat 


N 


244  pounds. 

16  gallons. 

44  pounds, 

19  „ 
216  „ 
250  „ 
226  „ 
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Troceediiigs  of 
(^aptiiin  Kfllc-tt,  V.K 

Provisions  in  depot. 


ReMainin(;  111  (\('\>ot  from  tliat  depositcl  Ijy  piu-tics  from  II.M..S.  "  AHHiKtancf;,"  and 
"  Noi'tli  Stfir,"  in  ilio  ,s[)ririg  of  l^ok 

At  the  hef or e-meniloned  place,  AffHistwace  Ilurhour. 


Biscuit 

'    ^)  tl  L  pOUU'l.-it 

Rum,  concentrated 

-               -        -         'rO-i-i-  gaJIOIln. 

Pi'eserved  meats 

-  Ljioi  pounoh. 

Pemmican 

Boiled  bacon  and  pork 

1  iiit  1  * 

Preserved  potato 

-      -    zy»— „ 

Tea 

185  „ 

Chocolate  paste  - 

-     -        •'5  „ 

Pepper 

Mustard 

-     -      lOi  „ 

Salt 

-       21-LiL  „ 

Cayenne  pepper 
Tobacco 

Onion  powder 

_         _              9  2 

Cape  Hotham,  Barrow  Strait. 

Biscuit  _  _  -  -  . 

Rum,  concentrated  -  - 

Preserved  meat       .  -  -  - 

Pemmican       -  -  -        -  - 

Preserved  potato      _  -  .  _ 

Tea  -  -  -  -  - 

Sugar  -  -       .  - 

Mustard  -  -  -  -  - 

Pepper       _  -  -  _  - 

Salt        -  -  -  - 

Cayenne  pepper         -  -  - 

Tobacco  -  -  - 

Onion  powder         _  .  _  _ 

Whale  boats,  25  feet,  with  gear  complete 
Cutters,  25  feet,  with  gear  complete 

Marquees,  complete  .-  -  -  - 

At  Cape  Bunny,  Barrow  Strait. 

Biscuit        -  .  -  _  - 

Rum,  concentrated       -  -  - 

Preserved  meat  -         -  - 

Boiled  bacon  and  pork         -  -  - 

Pemmican        -  -  _        _  _ 

Preserved  potato     -  -  -  - 

Tea  -  -  -  - 

Sugar         _  _  -  _  - 

Chocolate  paste  -  -  - 

Mustard  -  - 

Pepper        „  _  -  _  - 

Salt       -  -  -  »        _  - 

Cayenne  pepper       _  _  _  . 

Tobacco  -  -  -  -  - 

Onion  powder       -  -  _  _ 


190  pounds. 

321^  „ 
66  „ 
38  ., 
43  „ 
10  „ 
29-U  „ 
2 

ounces. 
3J-  pounds. 
5-^  ounce.s. 

pounds. 
5 1  ounces. 
2  in  No. 

1  „ 
1 


666  pounds. 

16  gallons. 

98  pounds. 
268a  „ 
426  „ 
108XA 

2U  „ 
55XA  „ 
37^  „ 

2  „ 

1  0 

"  J) 

23ii  „ 
1  1 


Biscuit 
Rum 

Pemmican 
Flour 
Bacon 
Sugar 

( !l)0(!o]ato  ])a«te 
MiJk  - 

Sfjirits  of  wine 
Tea  - 


North  of  Barlovj  Inlet,  Wellington  Channel. 

-  103  jDOunds. 

-  -  -  -  -      2  gallons. 

-  220  pounds. 
-    -    18  „ 

-  25  „ 

-  6  pounds. 
-     -    10  „ 

-  10  pints. 


C(tpe  lieficMe,  Wellington  Channel. 


Iliscuit 
JViriinioau 


4  gallons. 
1^  pounds. 


70  pounds. 
7!)  „ 
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Foint  Lovell,  Wellington  Channel. 


Pemmican 
Chocolate  paste 
Portable  soup 


•iO  pounds. 
2 
3. 


1  "5"  » 


Gape  Lady  Franklin,  Wellington  Channel. 


Biscuit 

Preserved  meat 

Boiled  bacon 

Preserved  potato 

Maccaroni 

Chocolate  paste 

Tea 

Sugar 

Rum,  concentrated 

Pepper 

Mustard 

Salt 

Onion  powder 
Lemon  juice 
Tobacco 


408  pounds. 
428  „ 
184  „ 

24  „ 

10  „ 

51 

Si 

12|4-  gallons. 
l-fV  pounds. 

4  „ 
16 

4-S^ 


Proceedings  of 
Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 

Provisions  in  depot. 


Mount  Beaufort,  Northumberland  Sound. 


Lat.  76°  52'  N.  Long  97°  W. 


Biscuit 

Preserved  meat  - 
Boiled  bacon 
Tea 
Sugar 

Preserved  potato 
Pepper 
Mustard  - 
Onion  powder 
Salt 

Tobacco 

Rum,  concentrated 


300  pounds. 
300  „ 
158  „ 

m  ,> 

25 

14-4-  „ 
1-^-  „ 


10 '-^  „ 
lO-g-f  gallons. 


Poimt  Loney,  Southern  mtrance  to  Northumherland  Sound. 

Biscuit 

-■56  pounds. 

Preserved  meat  - 

-     -  40 

5J 

Chocolate  paste 

-  Si 

Tea        -          -          -  ■ 

-     -  04^ 

» 

Sugar            -          -  - 

-  51 

55 

Pepper    _          -          -  - 

-     -  0- 

5» 

Mustard         -          -  - 

-  OA 

55 

Rum,  concentrated 

a  'i 

5J 

Gape  Majendie,  near  Cape  Beecher,  Wellington  Channel. 


Biscuit 

-    315  pounds. 

Rum,  concentrated 

10  gallons. 

Pemmican 

-    220  pounds. 

Dog  pemmican 
Boiled  bacon 

-     -  210 

J5 

-  168 

55 

Tea  - 

7 

55 

Sugar      -          -  . 

■     -  21 

55 

Lemon  juice 

7 

55 

Salt 

4 

5J 

Pepper 

2 

55 

Preserved  potato 

-  56 

55 

Tobacco 

:> 

Finally  at  Beechey  Island  (Northumberland  Depot),  twelve  months  for  sixty-three 
men,  as  per  reports  on  final  departure. 

EdwaPuD  Belchee, 

21st  August  1854.  Captain  commanding  Arctic  Squadron. 


N  4 
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Abstract   of   edible  Animals  procured  by  H.M.S.   "Investigator,''  Commander  Proceedings  of 

R.  M'Clure,  and  "Resolute,"  and  Tender  "Intrepid,"  Captain  H  .Kellett,  C.B.  Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 


Ships,  Date,  and  Position. 

Musk  Oxen. 

Deer. 

Hares. 

Ptarmigan. 

WildFo-wl  (all  sorts). 

Eemarks,  &e. 

"  Investigator," 
Straits 

"  Investigator," 
"  Resolute," 

1851,  Prince  of  Wales  | 

1852  53,  Bay  of  Mercy 
1852-53,  Dealy  Island 

5 
2 

112 

0 

112 

24 

33 

145 
161 

302 

249 
684 

28  1 

202/ 
372  "j^ 

About  9,000  lbs.  issued 
up  to  time  of  leaving. 

Issued  13,302  lbs.  ex- 
clusive of  travelling 
parties,  &c. 

Captain  Henry  Kellett,  C.B.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 

London, 

13,  Salisbury  Street,  Strand, 
Sir,  14th  November  1854. 

M.   De  Bray,  the  French  Officer  ordered  by  their  Lordships  to  be  m.  De  Bray,  of  the  Frenct 
borne  on  the  books  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  employed  on  Arctic  service, 
has  applied  to  me  for  a  certificate  of  his  losses  by  the  abandonment  of  that 
ship. 

Deeming  the  Board  of  Admiralty  my  proper  medium  of  communication 
on  that  subject,  I  beg  leave  to  certify  that  M.  De  Bray,  similar  to  the  other 
officers  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  was  only  permitted  to  take  from  her  suffi- 
cient (warm)  clothing  for  his  present  use,  amounting  to  40  lbs.  in  weight, 
and  that  the  remainder  of  his  equipment  was,  by  him,  unavoidably 
abandoned. 

I  take  this  opportunity  of  stating  to  their  Lordships  my  estimation  of 
M.  De  Bray's  conduct  whilst  serving  under  my  command. 

M.  De  Bray,  by  his  personal  exertion,  his  ability,  and  the  zeal  he  always 
manifested  in  the  performance  of  every  service  he  was  appointed  either  to 
second  or  in  command,  has  done  credit  to  the  distinguished  service  to  which 
he  belongs. 

His  amiable  disposition,  and  desire  to  please  by  the  exercise  of  his 
manifold  accomplishments,  have  won  for  him  the  esteem  of  both  officers 
and  men.  . 

r  have,&c. 

Henry  Kellett,  Captain,  R.N. 

(late  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute.") 


I. 
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Proceedings  of  Captain  W.  A.  B.  Hamilton  to  Loud  Wodejiouse,  Vore'mn  Office. 

Captain  Kellett,  C.B.  ,  ^  " 

My  Lord,  Admiralty,  24th  November  1854, 

I  AM  commanded  by  the  Lords  CommisKioners  of  the  Admiralty  to 
transmit  to  you  herewith  a  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Kellett,  late  of 
H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  relative  to  the  losses  sustained  by  M.  l)e  Jkay,  the. 
French  officer  ordered  by  their  Lordships  to  be  borne  on  the  books  of  that 
ship,  and  bearing  testimony  to  the  zeal  and  ability  which  M.  Oe  Bray  always 
manifested  in  the  performance  of  every  duty  entrusted  to  him ;  and  I  am  to 
request  that  you  will  move  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to  forward  the  same,  for 
the  information  of  the  French  Government. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 


E.  Hammond,  Esq.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

De  Bray  of  the  French        Sir,  Foreign  Office,  IQth  December  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  24th  ult.,  enclosing  a  copy  of  a 
letter  from  Captain  Kellett,  late  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  stating  the  zeal 
and  ability  displayed  by  M.  De  Bray,  while  on  board  that  ship  during 
the  late  Arctic  Expedition,  I  am  directed  by  the  Earl  of  Clarendon  to 
acquaint  you  that  a  copy  of  Captain  Kellett's  letter  was  communicated  by 
Her  Majesty's  Ambassador  at  Paris  to  the  French  Minister  for  Foreign 
Affairs ;  and  I  now  transmit  to  you  a  copy  of  the  answer  which  has  been 
returned  by  that  Minister  to  Lord  Cowley,  expressing  his  thanks  for 
Captain  Kellett's  approbation  of  M.  De  Bray. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       E.  Hammond. 


M.  Drouyn  de  Lhuys  to  Lord  Cowley. 

M.  r  Ambassadeur,  Paris,  le  14  Decembre  1854. 

VoTRE  Excellence  a  bien  voulu  me  transmettre  le  2  de  ce  mois,  au  nom 
de  son  gouvernement,  copie  d'une  lettre  par  laquelle  le  Capitaine  Kellett, 
ancien  commandant  du  vaisseau  de  S.M.B.  "  Resolute,"  a  rendu  compte 
aux  Lords  de  1'  Amiraute  de  1'  honorable  conduite  tenue  a  bord  de  ce 
batiment  par  M.  de  Bray,  officier  Fran9ais,  pendant  1'  expedition  dans 
I'ocean  Arctique. 

J'ai  r  honneur  de  remercier  votre  Excellence  de  la  communication  de  ce 
document  qui  contient  un  temoignage  flatteur  des  services  rendus  a  bord 
du  "  Resolute  "  par  un  officier  de  la  marine  iraperiale.  Jc  me  suis  d'ailleurs 
empresse  de  le  mettre  sous  les  yeux  de  M.  le  Ministre  de  la  Marine  et  des 
Colonies. 

Agreez,  &c., 

(Signe)        Drouyn  de  Lhuys. 


* 
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Proceedings  of  Captain  M'Clure,  H.  M.  Discovery  Ship  cap^fil 


"  Investigator." 


No.  1. 

Commander  M'Clure  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

H.  M.  Discovery  Ship  "Investigator,"  Bay  of  Mercy, 
Sir,  Baring's  Island,  1st  June  1853. 

Since  closing  my  narrative  on  the  5th  April,  I  beg  to  report  that  a  circum- 
stance has  occurred  in  the  most  unexpected  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Pim,  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  "Resolute,"  upon  the  afternoon  of  the  6th  with  two  men 
and  a  dog  sledge,  despatched  by  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  upon  this  service  of 
mercv,  as  surprisingly  early  as  the  ]  0th  of  March,  which  has  altered  much 
the  plan  for  sending  that  portion  of  my  crew  to  England  which  I  had 
mentioned  to  you  in  my  previous  letter.   I  cannot  even  faintly  convey  to 
you  the  mingled  feelings  of  astonishment,  joy,  and  gratitude,  which  the 
sudden  appearance  of  these  strangers  created  amongst  us  ;  sufficient  to 
remark  that  as  the  news  flew  throughout  the  ship  with  electric  rapidity  the 
whole  crew  were  in  commotion,  the  sick,  forgetful  of  their  maladies,  leaped 
from  their  hammocks,  the  artificers  busily  engaged  making  sledges  dropped 
their  tools,  the  despondency  left  the  healthy,  as  all  with  eager  impulsive 
curiosity  rushed  to  the  only  hatchway  that  was  open,  to  be  assured  by 
actual  observation  such  really  was  the  case,  and  the  deep  heartfelt  welcome 
which  greeted  those  strangers  will,  I  feel  convinced,  never  pass  from  their 
recollection.    In  consequence  of  the  purport  of  the  despatches  received 
from  Captain  Kellett,  I  deemed  it  preferable  to  communicate  with  him 
personally  than  by  letter,  and  with  that  intention  left  the  ship  on  the  8th, 
arriving  upon  the  19th  on  board  the  "Resolute."    Under  Cape  Bounty  I 
overtook  Dr.  Domville  who  had  accompanied  Lieutenant  Pim,  but  un- 
fortunately one  of  the  sledges  breaking  in  the  rough  ice  of  Barrow's  Strait, 
the  arduous  and  unpleasant  duty  of  transporting  back  to  Cape  Dundas  the 
provisions  for  an  extended  searching  party  devolved  upon  him.  He  was  now 
returning  to  the  ship  having  performed  the  above  service.  He  preceded  our 
party  and  gave  the  intelligence  of  our  approach,  when  Captain  Kellett  with 
those  of  his  officers  and  crew,  comprising  also  the  "Intrepid's"  who  were  not 
travelling,  came  to  meet  us,  with  that  true  unmistakeable  cordial  welcome 
which  can  only  be  fully  appreciated  by  those  who  have  been  existing  in 
similar  situations  to  our  own.    Having  entered  into  all  the  arrangements 
which  our  position  peculiarly  required,  upon  the  evening  of  May  the  5th 
took  our  departure,  accompanied  by  Dr.  Domville  with  a  sledge,  reaching 
this  Bay  on  the  21st.  Upon  the  following  morning  I  read  a  letter  addressed 
to  me  from  Captain  Kellett  to  the  crew,  relative  to  their  services,  and  calling 
for  volunteers  to  further  continue  in  the  country  with  the  chance  of  being 
able  to  extricate  the  ship,  or  with  the  option  of  quitting  her  at  once,  which 
latter  would  not  be  considered  discreditable  to  them.    I  gave  them  until  the 
next  day  to  consider  the  proposition,  when  in  accordance  with  directions  in 
the  above-mentioned  letter  they  would  be  surveyed  by  the  Medical 
Officers  ;  their  final  decision  would  then  be  required.  The  result,  I  regret 
to  add,  produced  only  four,  as  named  in  the  margin*,  besides  the  officers,  *  johnDa^es(Q.  Mr.)** 
who,  I  am  happy  in  having  the  opportunity  of  stating,  tendered  their  ser-    Geo.  Miiner  (G.  k.  steward) 
vices  and  were  desirous  of  remaining,  with  the  sohtary  exception  of  one    ^^^^^  ^'^^^  (Corporal), 
person.  Had  I  been  aware  that  at  the  last  moment  he  would  have  failed, 
I  certainly  should  not  have  discharged  the  carpenter's  mate.    In  conse- 
quence of  there  not  being  a  sufficiency  of  hands  to  work  ttie  ship  the  only 
alternative  that  remained  was  to  abandon  her,  which  it  is  my  intention  to 
do  (reluctantly  indeed)  as  soon  as  the  stores  and  provisions  have  been 
landed  to  form  a  depot,  which  articles,  are  enumerated  in  the  accompanying 
lists,  and  securing  the  vessel  with  one  bower  backed  by  the  stream,  the 
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Proceedings  of  former  in  two,  the  other  in  one,  fathom  water,  having  one  hundred  and  sixty 
Captain  M'Ciurc.  fathoms  of  chain,  which  will,  from  her  sheltered  position,  hold  her  against 
the  ice,  and  throw  her  upon  a  mud  bank,  where  she  may  remain  for  ages, 
and  possibly  become  a  home  for  otlier  wanderers  through  these  dreary  seas  ; 
and,  in  combination  with  the  extensive  depot  and  large  house  left  at  iJealy 
Island  by  Captain  Kellctt,  will  make  both  sides  of  these  straits,  when 
taken  in  conjunction  with  the  stores  upon  the  Princess  Royal  Islands, 
as  completely  provisioned  as  could  be  desired,  and  remove  every  appre- 
hension for  the  safety  of  any  who  may  still  be  detained  in  or  making  for 
their  shores. 

I  have,  &c. 

RoBT.  M'Clure, 

Commander. 


List  of  Provisions,  Slops,  Stores,  &c.,  landed  from  H.M.  Discovery  Ship 
"  Investigator,"  Robert  M'Clure,  Esq.,  Commander,  ia  the  Bay  of  Mercy, 
Barings  Island,  this  1st  day  of  June  1853. 


Articles. 

Quantity. 

Articles.  ' 

i 

Quantity. 

Biscuit      -          _  - 

1,000  lbs. 

B.  C.  trowsers,  No.  2 

11  l)Y. 

Rum  (con.)       -          -  - 

26  gall. 

Duck  -       -          -  - 

150  yds. 

Brandy 

20  „ 

Stockings 

40  pr. 

Salt  beef      -          -  - 

608  lbs. 

Mits 

150  „ 

Salt  pork     ..  - 

1,600  „ 

Caps  - 

30  No. 

Preserved  meat 

3,000  „ 

Flushing  jackets 

25  „ 

Flour    -          -          -  - 

6,420  „ 

Wrappers    -  - 

13  „ 

Suet       _       -  ~ 

112  „ 

Box  cloth  jackets 

11  „ 

Peas     -          .          -  - 

10b.  4g. 

„       „  trowsers 

12  pr. 

Sugar       -          -  - 

1,000  lbs. 

Guernsey  frocks 

21  No. 

Chocolate 

435  „ 

„       drawers  - 

3  pr. 

Tea          -          -  - 

126  „ 

Box  cloth  boots 

25  „ 

Potatoes       -          -  - 

784  „ 

Carpet          „        -  - 

3  „ 

Tobacco 

484  „ 

Sea         -     „  - 

.    »  . 

Soap        -          -  - 

349  „ 

Seal-sldn        „        -  - 

27  „ 

Blankets       -          -  - 

32  No. 

„    gloves  - 

47  „ 

Flannel 

230  yds. 

„  caps 

20  No. 

Serge  frocks 

50  No. 

Boothose       -  - 

8  pr. 

B.  C.  No.  2,  for  jackets 

64  yds. 

Comforters  -          -  - 

22  No. 

Flushing       -  - 

25  „ 

Welsh  wigs  - 

12 

Half  boots        -          -  - 

7pr. 

Soutli-wester 

1  „ 

Shoes 

15  „ 

Green  crape 

30  yds. 

B.  C.  jackets.  No.  %   -       -  1 

49  No. 

Gunner's  Stores. 


Musket  ball  cartridge 

„    blank  „ 
Caps,  percussion 
musket  - 


]^oat  and  gear  (complete) 

't'opmast 

Jibboom 

Plandmast 

Small  S])ars 

(-/'licst  witli  tools 

Mahogany  plank 

Ordinary  deals  - 

Grindstone 


200  No. 
1,000  „ 
1,000  „ 
1,500  „ 


Shot 

Paper,  white 
Fowling-piece,  double 
Muskets,  percussion 


Carpenter's  Stores. 

6  No 
1  „ 


1  „ 
1  » 

iNo. 


1  No. 


Boats  coppers 
Anchors 
Pumps 

Cross-cut  saw 
Empty  casks 
Quarter-deck  housing 
Laboratory  sent 
Sundries 


Robert  M'Cluke, 

Commander. 
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Copy  of  Notice  left  at  the  Bay  of  Mercy.  r.-^''°''-^^^i°^? 

./J  Captain  M'Clure. 

(Notice.)  — 

This  mark  was  erected  by  the  crew  of  H.M.  Discovery  Ship  "  Investi- 
gator "  which  entered  this  bay  on  the  24th  September  1851,  and  remained  A  depot  consisting  of  3  months 
until 'this  date,  when  the  crew,  by  the  order  of  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  of  llT^^Siit ^^e'''''''' 
H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  (Melville  Island,)  abandoned  the  ship.  Princess  Royaiisiands  in  the 

A  large  depot  of  stores  has  been  left  on  shore  nine  miles  S.W.  of  this  l™  72°  47' n!! 

(four  months  for  66  men).  _        ^InfestKi^r  '^"u 

Depots  have  also  been  left  by  Captain  Kellett  at  the  under-mentioned  185^^'^^°"^  ^^'^ 
places  on  the  opposite  side  of  these  straits,  viz., 

Dealy  Island    -         -    210  days  for  66  men  with   stores,  &c.,  to 

assist  a  party  wintering  out  here. 
Assistance  Harbour    -       7  days  for  91  men. 
Cape  Cockburn         -      14    ,,    for  do. 
Winter  Harbour        -      10    „    for  70  men. 
Point  Hotham    -       -       2  casks  of  biscuit. 
Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.  Discovery  Ship  "  Investigator," 
Bay  of  Mercy,  Baring's  Island,  1st  of  June  1853. 

(Signed)       Robt.  M'Clure,  Commander, 


No.  2. 


Commander  M'Clure  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute,"  Dealy  Island, 
Sir,  25th  June  1853. 

In  accordance  with  my  letter  of  the  1st  instant,  acquainting  you  that  it 
was  my  intention  to  quit  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Investigator  "  as  soon  as 
circumstances  would  allow,  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the 
information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  that 
disagreeable  duty  was  carried  into  effect  upon  the  evening  of  the  3d,  when 
she  was  left  with  her  colours  flying,  the  hatchways  and  skylights  all  covered 
and  battened  down,  and  every  precaution  taken  to  prevent  moisture  from 
penetrating  between  decks  ;  she  was  perfectly  water-tight  and  serviceable. 

We  reached  this  upon  the  evening  of  the  17th ;  our  arrival  was  expected. 
Dr.  Domville  having  preceded  us  a  few  days  with  the  intelligence,  conse- 
quently every  arrangement  that  kindness  could  suggest  was  made  for  our 
reception  and  comfort,  so  that  without  the  slightest  confusion  each  officer 
was  at  once  domiciled  in  his  allotted  cabin  and  every  man  appointed  to  his 
respective  berth,  either  here  or  in  the  "  Intrepid,"  and  in  a  few  minutes  all 
were  apparently  as  much  at  home  as  if  in  their  own  ship. 

I  have  much  satisfaction  in  being  able  to  state  that  in  the  march  across 
the  straits  the  health  of  the  crew  appeared  to  revive,  and  under  the  present 
bountiful  issue  of  fresh  meat  and  other  invigorating  food,  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  add  that  they  are  rapidly  regaining  the  loss  of  flesh  which 
nineteen  months  on  two-thirds  rations  had  considerably  reduced. 

I  have,  &c. 

Robt.  M'Clure,  Commander. 


No.  3. 

Commander  Robert  M'Clure  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

H.M.  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  27th  April  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that  the  crew  of  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"  Investigator"  quitted  the  "  Resolute"  and  "  Intrepid,"  in  three  divisions, 
upon  the  10th,  11th,  and  14th,  and  arrived  on  board  this  vessel  on  the  23d, 
24th,  and  27th  of  the  month.  The  weather  being  remarkably  fine,  and  the 
travelling  very  good  the  greater  part  of  the  journey,  the  fatigue  was  compara- 
tively trifling ;  the  invalids  in  consequence  were  enabled  to  participate  in  the 
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Japtafn  M"ciurc         ^"^^-^     dragging  at  the  sledges  without  any  complaining,  with  the  exception 
  '        of  Henry  May  ((juartermaster),  who  failed  upon  the  third  day, 

Thomas  Morgan  (A.B.),  who  for  several  months  has  been  greatly 
afflicted,  and  latterly  dangerously  ill,  is  the  only  one  that  has  not  been  able 
to  accompany  his  shipmates,  the  temperature  at  the  time  of  our  departure 
being  considered  too  severe  for  him,  as  from  his  enfeebled  state  he  must 
have  been  borne  upon  the  sledge. 

I  take  this  opportunity,  and  have  much  satisfaction  in  so  doing,  to  forward 
the  copy  of  a  letter  from  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  expressive  of  his  high 
approbation  of  the  conduct  of  my  crew  during  the  dreary  period  they  have 
been  on  board  the  "  Resolute,"  particularly  as  such  testimony  is  entirely  in 
accordance  with  what  I  have  invariably  considered  and  found  them  to  be, — 
respectful,  obedient,  and  energetic  under  every  circumstance  in  which  they 
have  been  placed,  more  particularly  during  our  long  and  most  tedious 
detention  in  the  Harbour  of  Mercy,  where  they  had  to  endure  the  extreme 
deprivation  of  a  meagre  two-third  ration  for  a  period  of  twenty  months,  in 
a  climate  of  all  others  requiring  an  ample  allowance  of  food  to  successfully 
withstand  its  rigour.  I  feel.  Sir,  therefore,  that  I  may  confidently  request 
you  to  recommend  them  for  some  mark  of  their  Lordships'  approbation, 
which  would  be  an  extreme  gratification  to  me,  could  it  be  bestowed 
previously  to  their  being  discharged. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Robert  M'Clure,  Commander, 

late  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Investigator." 


Captairl  Henry  Kellett,  C.B.,  to  Commander  Robert  M'Clure,  late 
H.M.  Discovery  Ship  "  Investigator." 

H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  Barrow's  Strait,  Cape  Cockburn, 
Sir,  N.E.  by  N.  28  miles,  12th  April  1854. 

As  you  are  about  to  leave  Her  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command  for 
Beechey  Island,  with  the  remainder  of  your  own  crew,  I  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  expressing  to  you  my  admiration  of  their  conduct,  and  of  the 
pleasure  it  has  given  me  to  see  such  perfect  harmony  existing  between 
them  and  the  crews  of  Her  Majesty's  ships  under  my  command  during  the 
late  winter  in  these  regions ;  entering  into  and  assisting  in  our  amusements 
with  so  much  desire  to  please ;  performing  the  duties  of  the  ships  so 
zealously  and  well ;  and  their  general  good  conduct  must,  indeed,  be 
gratifying  to  you  as  well  as  myself. 

Fearing  that  I  may  not  have  an  opportunity  of  expressing  my  approbation 
to  them  generally,  I  beg  you  will  be  pleased  to  convey  to  them,  your 
officers  and  crew,  when  you  have  them  all  assembled  at  Beechey  Island,  my 
estimation  of  their  conduct,  trusting  that  the  past  winter  may  be  their  last 
in  these  regions,  and  that  they  may  return  to  their  country  in  safety,  where 
they  will  assuredly  receive  the  reward  of  their  labours. 

Accept,  my  dear  Sir,  for  yourself,  my  warmest  and  most  earnest  wishes 
for  your  future  happiness  and  welfare. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)  Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


No.  4. 

Captain  M^Cldhk  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

H.M.S  "  North  Star,"  Baffin's  Bay, 
air,  31st  August  1854. 

r  HAVE  the  honoiu-  to  acknowledge  the  rcc^eipt  of  your  letter  of 
7th  October,  185.'5,  conveying  the  entire  approval  of  the  Lords  Connnis- 
Hioners  of  the  Admindty  of  the  proceedings  of  H.M.S.  "  Investigator,"  and 
of  the  exertions  of  the  ofiicers  and  crew  under  my  conunand  while  employed 
upon  \  isoliited  service  of  Volur  navigation,  in  terms  so  expressive  of 
their  Lordships'  satisfaction,  which  in  accordance  with  their  command  I 
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have  read  publicly  to  the  officers  and  crew,  and  beg  in  their  name  equally 
as  my  own  to  return  our  sincere  thanks  for  the  sense  entertained  by  their 
T.ordships  of  such  service. 

I  have,  i&c. 

Robert  M'Clure,  Captain. 


No.  5. 

Captain  M'Clure  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

H.M.S.  "  North  Star,"  Baffin's  Bay, 
Sir,  31st  August  1854. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  offer  my  best  thanks  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  for  the  honour  conferred  upon  me  by 
their  promoting  me  to  the  rank  of  captain,  bearing  date  7th  October  1853, 
as  well  as  of  the  notification  of  Lieutenant  Haswell's  commission  as 
Commander,  5th  May  1854. 

I  have,  &c. 

Robert  M'Clure,  Captain. 


No.  6. 

Captain  W.  A.  B.  Hamilton  to  Captain  R.  J.  Le  M.  M'Clure,  R.N. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  23d  October  1854. 

My  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  having  been  pleased  to  mark 
their  approbation  of  the  energy  and  untiring  zeal  of  yourself  and  the 
officers  of  H.M.  Discovery  Ship  "  Investigator"  in  prosecuting  the  arduous 
service  on  which  you  were  employed  to  a  successful  termination,  by 
deciding  the  long  agitated  question  of  a  North-west  Passage  between  the 
two  Great  Oceans,  by  ordering  that  the  promotions  already  awarded  for 
that  service  shall  bear  date  from  the  period  of  the  accomplishment  of  the 
same,  or  so  soon  after  as  the  officers  so  promoted  may  have  been  respectively 
qualified,  I  am  desired  by  their  Lordships  to  acquaint  you  that  your  com- 
mission of  the  7th  October  1853  has  been  cancelled,  and  that  a  new 
commission  has  been  this  day  signed,  promoting  you  to  the  rank  of  Captain, 
with  seniority  from  the  18th  December  1850,  the  day  you  became  qualified 
by  service  for  that  rank. 

(Signed)       W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 
No.  7. 

Admiralty,  23d  October  1854. 

The  undermentioned  officers  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Investigator"  have  been  this 
day  promoted,  with  seniority  as  stated  against  them,  in  place  of  that 
previously  held  by  them,  viz. : — 

Captain  Robert  J.  Le  M.  M'Clure;  seniority,  18th  December  1850. 

Commander  W,  H.  Haswell;  seniority,  26th  October  1850. 

Lieutenant  Robert  J.  Wynniatt ;  seniority,  26th  October  1850. 

Lieutenant  H.  H.  Sainsbury ;  seniority,  26th  October  1850. 

Surgeon  Henry  Piers ;  seniority,  26th  October  1850. 

(Signed)       W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 

By  Command  of  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 


-    No.  8.        ■  • 

Captain  M'Clure  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

13,  Salisbury  Street,  Strand, 
Sir,  23d  October  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  request  that  you  will  move  the  Lords  Commis- 
sioners of  the  Admiralty  to  grant  me  the  pay  of  captain  from  the  period  that 
their  Lordships  have  been  graciously  pleased  to  ante-date  my  commission, 
viz.,  the  26th  October  1850.*  This,  sir,  would  give  me  my  time  which  I  nsthOec  i85o. 

O  4 


Proceedings  of 
Captain  M'Clure. 
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Proceedings  of         so  much  covct,  and  I  do  believe  would  have  been  the  wish  of  their  Lordships, 

'^^'^'^^^  '  could  means  have  been  found  of  conveyirifr  the  intelligence  ofrmr  discovery 

to  England  upon  the  day  of  its  accomplishment.  As  precedent  for  what  I 
advance,  I  beg  to  submit  the  case  of  Commander  J^ullen  being  strictly 
analogous.  When  the  information  was  received  of  his  arrival  on  the 
McKenzic,  their  Lordships  promoted  and  appointed  him  additional  Com- 
mander of  the  "  Plover,"  which  at  once  entitled  h'un  to  the  boon  which  I 
now  entreat. 

Persuaded  that  it  is  only  necessary  to  bring  this  l)efore  you,  to  meet  with 
your  concurrence  in  the  reasonableness  of  my  application,  I  beg  you  to  bring 
it  under  the  favourable  view  of  their  Lordships. 

1  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        Robert  M'Clure,  Captain, 
late  "  Investigator." 


No.  9. 

Captain  W.  A.  B.  Hamilton  to  Captain  M'Clure,  R.N. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  13th  November  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  the  23d  October,  I  am  commanded  by  my 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  acquaint  you  that  they  are  pleased 
to  allow  the  time  served  by  you  in  command  of  H.M.S.  "Investigator" 
from  18th  December  1850,  the  date  of  your  promotion  to  the  rank  of 
captain,  to  the  17th  October  last,  the  date  of  your  ceasing  pay  for  that 
ship,  to  reckon  as  time  served  as  captain. 

I  am,  &c. 
W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 


No.  10. 

Captain  Robert  M'Clure  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

13,  Salisbury  Street,  Strand, 
Sir,  14th  November  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of 
yesterday's  date,  acquainting  me  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  had  been  pleased  to  allow  my  time  as  captain  to  reckon  from  the 
date  of  my  promotion  to  that  rank,  to  the  1 7th  of  October  last,  for  which 
mark  of  their  Lordships'  gracious  consideration  I  have  to  express  my 
most  grateful  acknowledgments,  and  would  furthermore  beg  you  to  assure 
their  Lordships  how  deeply  impressed  I  am  with  the  favour  and  kindness  I 
have  at  all  times  met,  while  soliciting  their  Lordships  to  view  the  services  of 
the  officers  and  crew  of  H.M.S.  "Investigator,"  in  a  favourable  light.  Sir, 
it  only  remains  for  me  to  add,  that  the  promotion  which  has  been  awarded 
to  the  whole  of  the  officers,  and  the  rewards  that  have  been  bestowed  upon 
the  men  most  entitled  to  receive  them,  have  left  me  nothing  further  to  ask, 
or  their  Lordships  to  grant. 

I  have,  &c. 

Robert  M'Clure,  Captain. 


ir. 

SLEDGE  JOURNIES, 
Part  I, 

LETTER  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty,  transmitting  Travelling  Parties'  Journies. 

SlR^  London,  12th  October  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  herewith,  for  the  information 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  Travelling  Journals  of 
the  Officers,  and  other  Documents  bearing  immediately  thereon,  of  the 
Vessels  of  the  Arctic  Squadron  under  my  command,  as  specified  in  the 
enclosed  Schedule. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Edward  Belcher, 
Captain,  commanding  the  Arctic  Squadron. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 
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The  Schedule  of  the  Travelling  Journals  of  the  Officers  of  the  Arctic 
Squadron,  and  other  Documents  referred  to  in  Captain  Sir  E.  Belcher's 
Letter  of  the  12th  October  1854. 
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back  for  the  boats 
8h.,  walking  over 
a  whale  boat  and 


Enclosure  No.  1.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Journal  of  Commander  G.  H.  Richards,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance," 
betAveen  23d  August  and  8th  September,  1852. 

This  morning  the  first  travelling  parties  left  the  ship  at  7h.  a.m.  The 
officers  composing  it,  Sir  Edward  Belcher  and  Loney,  with  a  light  boat  and 
sledge,  myself  and  Grove  with  sledge  and  whale  boat ;  Osborn  and  Lyall 
also  with  a  sledge  and  light  boat ;  our  parties  consisting  of  twenty-four 
persons  in  all,  with  three  weeks  provisions.  We  had  not  gone  half  a  mile 
from  the  ship  when  we  found  so  much  ice  and  so  little  water  that  we  sent 
two  of  the  boats  back,  reserving  only  the  Captain's  light  boat,  to  carry  the 
people  across  any  lanes  of  water  that  might  occur.  Our  route  was  round 
the  N.W.  end  of  the  land,  and  along  its  coast  to  the  north  and  east,  to 
explore  and  search  it  and  the  islands  adjacent,  which  had  been  seen  from 
some  of  our  stations  on  the  hills.  Before  noon  we  crossed  two  ferries,  one 
in  the  boat ;  but  finding  this  a  tedious  operation,  we  took  the  next  on  a  piece 
of  floe,  the  boat  first  crossing  and  hauling  the  piece  of  ice  over,  by  a  line, 
with  the  sledges,  &c.  on  it,  rather  a  novel  mode  of  travelling,  not  to  say 
picturesque ;  unloaded,  and  crossed  another  lane  at  4h.,  and  shortly  after- 
wards rounded  the  turning  point  of  North  Britain,  and  steered  away  to  the 
northward.  At  6h.  we  came  to  the  end  of  the  floe,  and  found  an  extensive 
sheet  of  water  between  us  and  the  next  point  of  land.  It  being  too  late  to 
cross  in  our  single  boat,  Ave  encamped  on  the  floe  at  7h.  p.m.,  not  being 
able  to  find  suflicient  level  land  to  pitch  our  tents  on,  on  shore. 

A  thick  foggy  evening,  temperature  outside  at  8h.  p.m.  20°,  in  the  tent 
39°  ;  went  to  pemmican  and  blanket  bags. 

This  morning  it  was  considered  advisable  to  send 
again,  and  Osborn  and  myself  started  for  the  ship  at 
the  land.  Left  the  ships  again  at  Ih.  30m.  p.m.  with 
"  Pioneer's"  light  boat ;  hauled  them  over  the  ice,  and  encamped  at  7h.  in  our 
quarters  of  last  night ;  found  the  captain  had  gone  on  with  his  boat  and 
party.    Thermometer  outside  at  8h.  p.m.  22°,  inside  31°. 

A  thick  dirty  morning  with  snow,  &c.  Thermometer  outside  24°,  in 
33°.  Loaded  our  boats,  with  the  sledge-J  towing  astern.  Osborn's  boat 
very  deep  ;  relieved  him  of  200  weight,  by  taking  the  doctor  into  mine,  and 
taking  him  in  toAV  (the  boat,  not  the  doctor).  At  1  Ih.  landed  on  a  low 
point,  after  four  hours  heavy  pulling  against  a  fresh  wind  and  strong  tide 
from  N.N.W.  Found  a  cairn  erected  here  by  the  captain,  and  the  remains 
of  Esquimaux  encampments  very  old,  also  two  small  pieces  of  wood,  which 
we  preserved.  Hauled  our  boats  on  the  floe  again,  and  placed  them  on  the 
sledges ;  mine  being  so  heavy  cracked  the  battens,  and  we  made  but  slow 
progress  towards  an  island  to  the  N.N.E. ;  crossed  two  ferries,  and  then 
came  to  open  water,  but  the  tide  being  against  us  we  did  not  reach  the 
island  till  7h.  p.m.,  where  we  found  the  captain's  party  encamped.  Saw 
to-day  a  reindeer,  and  fired  at  him,  four  or  five  seals,  two  mollymawks,  and 
two  small  birds.  Set  up  our  tents,  and  dined  at  8h.  Thermometer  out- 
side 24°,  inside  35°. 

A  fine  morning.  Thermometer  outside  24°,  in  tent  35°.  The  young 
ice  getting  rather  thick.  Captain  with  his  boat  and  sledge  started  for  Red 
Island ;  Osborn  and  myself  for  the  Table  Island,  communicating  in  the 
first  place  with  a  depot  party  which  had  been  sent  overland  from  the  ship  to 
meet  us.  Launched  the  boats  and  pulled  through  water  and  young  ice  to 
the  edge  of  the  floe ;  when  Osborn  started,  light,  for  the  bay  in  which  the 
depot  was.  Our  party  advanced  on  their  journey,  but  having  to  divide  our 
cargo  into  three  loads  (returning  for  each)  we  made  but  little  progress.  At 
noon  a  thick  fog ;  Osborn  finding  he  could  not  reach  the  depot  and  return 
the  same  night,  came  back  for  his  gear,  and  started  again  at  Ih.  p.m.  Steered 
in-shore  to  get  hold  of  the  land,  on  account  of  the  thick  weather,  and  the  floe 
probably  being  in  motion.  At  3h.  p.m.  it  cleared  a  little,  and  we  saw  Table 
Island  and  the  main  land  ;  found  the  hummocks  of  ice  so  high  and  rugged 
between  us  ^ndthe  land  (some  of  them  forty  feet)  that  we  were  obliged  to 
keep  outside  them  and  steer  direct  for  Table  Island.    Encamped  on  the 
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August  23d,  1852,  Monday. 


August  24th,  Tuesday- 


August  25th,  Wednesday, 


August  26th,  Thursday. 
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mmaiider  Richardn's  ^h.  15m.,  having  made  about  six  miles  since  morning,  but  having 

Journal,  1852.        gone  over  in  actual  distance  nearly  three  times  that,  on  account  of  dividing 

  our  load.    Saw  during  the  day  one  seal,  two  ivory  gulls,  and  the  track  oi  a 

fox  on  the  snow. 

August  27th,  Friday.  Rather  cold  this  morning ;  had  difficulty  in  g(;tting  the  kettle  to  boil,  and 

did  not  move  till  7h.  3()m.  The  thermometer  however  was  up  to  24".  Steered 
for  the  east  end  of  Table  Island,  and  passing  along  the  land  at  a  distance 
of  half  a  mile  to  a  mile, 'carrying  the  boat  ajid  sledge  alternately,  as  yester- 
day. The  weather  foggy,  but  clearing  a  little  occasionally  ;  at  2h.  30m. 
saw  Osborn  coming  up  astern  ;  at  3h.  came  to  a  lane  of  water,  or  rather 
young  ice,  ferried  over  it.  At  4h.  30m.  Osborn 's  party  joined  us,  having 
reached  the  depot  only  this  morning,  and  with  much  difficulty,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  young  ice.  In  crossing  one  lane  it  gave  way  under  his  sledge, 
which  went  through,  wetting  all  his  gear  and  beds,  and  spoiling  the  greater 
part  of  his  provisions.  By  a  forced  march  he  had  reached  us  to-night. 
Helped  to  ferry  his  people  over  in  our  boat,  they  being  rather  done  up  with 
their  day's  work.  Encamped  together  on  the  floe  at  6h.  p.m.,  we  having  made 
good  about  six  miles  over  a  smooth  floe  of  last  year's  ice.  Thermometer  at 
8h.  P.M.,  20°  and  35°.    Animals  seen  to-day,  "  one  Brent  goose." 

August  28th  Saturday.  Cold,  foggy  moming,  with  the  sun  showing  hiniself  occasionally.  Ther- 
mometer 21°  and  ST;  packed  up  and  started  a  little  after  7h. ;  came  to  a 
lane  of  young  ice  at  1  Ih.,  which  we  broke  through  with  the  boats,  after  some 
difficulty,  and  a  good  deal  of  delay  in  loading  and  unloading  the  sledges. 
Stove  Osborn's  boat,  and  repaired  her  with  lead. 

Got  a  latitude  at  noon  77°  8'  (which  may  be  within  five  miles  of  the 
truth)  and  some  angles,  but  the  weather  very  thick  and  foggy.    At  Ih.  p.m. 
came  suddenly  to  the  end  of  the  floe  and  saw  a  broad  water  before  us.  The 
Table  Island  obscured.    Launched  and  loaded  boats,  got  the  sledges  across 
them  :  made  sail  with  the  tent  cloths  and  steered  (by  the  sun)  for  the  island ; 
a  fresh  wind  from  S.W.  ;  on  our  passage  across,  it  shifted  to  N.W.,  which 
brought  us  close  hauled,  and  with  our  jury  sail,  a  lee  tide^  and  being  very 
deep  in  the  water,  we  dropped  fast  to  leeward.    Helped  her  with  the 
paddles.    At  3h.  30m.  saw  land  ahead  through  the  fog,  and  shortly  after- 
wards came  to  loose  ice,  which  we  pushed  through,  and  landed  on  a  low 
coast  at  4h.  20m.    Erected  the  tents,  hoisted  the  union,  and  took  posses- 
sion, &c. ;  went  to  the  summit  and  found  that  instead  of  being  on  the 
Table,  we  were  on  a  low  island  (40  feet  high  and  perhaps  one  and  a 
quarter  miles  in  length,  of  an  oval  shape).    The  weather  clearing,  we  saw 
the  Table  apparently  five  or  six  miles  from  us ;  set  up  a  theodolite,  and 
.    got  angles,  &c.  ;  saw  a  cairn  of  the  captain's  on  Red  Island.    The  main 
land  seems  to  trend  away  to  the  eastward  and  then  S.E.,  we  suppose  to 
Jones  Sound.    Low  water  this  evening  at  5h.  15m.    The  ebb  going  to 
the  eastward  and  flood  to  the  westward  at  about  two  knots  an  hour. 
August  29th,  Sunday.         Thermometer  outside  24°.    Low  water  at  6h.  a.m.    The  rise  and  fall  not 
three  feet  at  nearly  the  highest  springs.    The  beach  of  this  island  is  a  low 
sloping  one,  of  fine  sand  with  black  mud  under  it,  and  with  shoal  ridges  some 
distance  extending  off  shore  (caused  by  the  pieces  of  ice  grounding),  which 
made  it  difficult  to  land  and  embark  in  a  heavily  laden  boat.    The  island 
is  quite  bare  of  stones,  and  is  covered  with  a  thin  soil  of  sandy  clay 
and  gravel ;  there  is  a  crater-shaped  lake  on  the  summit  frozen  over.  The 
only  animal  life  seen  here  were  the  grey  tern,  which,  I  believe,  inhabit 
every  part  of  the  known  earth ;  they  were  not  very  numerous,  but  extremely 
sociable  and  tame ;  two  or  three  young  ones  unfledged  were  found,  but,  like 
most  of  the  flowers  we  find  here,  they  had  blown  too  late,  and  would  perish 
before  they  had  feathers  enough  to  protect  them  from,  the  severity  of  the 
winter.    After  taking  a  survey  from  the  sunnnit  and  leaving  a  record  of 
our  visit,  we  loaded  the  boats,  and  putting  the  sledges  across  them,  pulled 
away  to  windward  and  to  the  westward  of  the  island,  intending  to  pass 
round  its  weather  end  and  bear  up  for  our  destination,  Table  Island ;  pulled 
against  a  fresh  wind  along  a  close  and  rugged  pack,  lieaped  up  some  thirty 
or  forty  feet  higli  by  the  meeting  of  the  floes;  by  watching  our  opportunity 
we  passed  througli  it,  n.  tide  of  two  knots  setting  to  the  westward  with  the 
flood.    After  ck'aring  the  y)ack  we  came  in  sight  of  the  Red  Island,  and 
seeing  the  captain's  tent  pit('lied  there,  I  decided  to  c-dl]  en  route :  landed 
at  lOn.  a.m.,  and  foimd  the  party  about  to  proceed  to  an  island  about  fifteen 
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lAiiles  to  the  northward,  remamed  until  noon,  and  then,  leaving  a  week's   Commander  Richard 
provisions,  Osborn  and  myself*  started  under  sail  (tent  bottoms  extended        Journal,  1852. 
on  boarding  pikes)  much  in  the  Malay  pirate  fashion,  with  the  sledges  across 
our  bows,  bound  for  the  Table  Island,  the  shores  of  which  we  were  to  search, 
and  then  crosy  over  to  the  main  and  trace  it  back  to  the  depot  bay. 
Landed  at  3h.  30m.  p.m.,  the  beach  shoal  and  large  pieces  of  ice  extending 
off  it  for  some  distance ;  pitched  the  tents  and  got  a  theodolite  station  on  a  Londcsborough  Harbour, 
neck  of  land,  which  forms  a  very  snug  harbour  on  the  S.W.  side  of  this 
island  ;  the  foggy  state  of  the  weather  prevented  our  seeing  much,  but  we 
got  a  few  points,  and  built  a  cairn,  or  rather  commenced  one,  at  8h.  Ther- 
mometer outside,  25°. 

Morning  cold  and  foggy.  Thermometer  outside  at  /h.  a.m.  22°,  inside  30°.  August  soth,  Monday. 
A  fresh  breeze  from  N.N.W.  Camp  picturesque  rather,  the  union  flying 
over  the  two  tents  makes  it  look  warmer  than  it  feels.  Started  at  8h.  with 
Osborn,  Grove,  and  a  party  of  men  for  the  west  summit  of  the  island  ;  the 
remaining  hands  employed  completing  the  cairn  on  the  low  land ;  crossed 
the  harbour  on  the  ice  and  ascended  the  hill ;  commenced  a  large  cairn,  and 
after  watching  anxiously  all  day,  we  succeeded  in  getting  some  angles  ;  had 
a  view  of  the  outside  coast  of  the  island  ;  completed  the  cairn,  left  a  record, 
and  returned  to  the  low  station  after  4h.  p.m. 

Table  Island  is  composed  of  a  crescent-shaped  ridge  of  hills  about 
500  feet  high,  concaving  to  the  southward,  on  which  side  there  is  a  good 
deal  of  low  land.  The  north  side  is  very  abrupt,  rising  almost  perpendicu- 
larly from  the  sea,  with  a  very  small  space  of  flat  ground  at  the  beach; 
where  the  snow  has  left  bare  places  on  the  south  side,  there  is  more  vegeta- 
tion than  any  place  I  have  seen ;  moss,  grass,  and  sorrel  in  large  patches. 
We  also  observed  the  tracks  of  bears,  deer,  and  ptarmigan ;  but  saw  no 
living  animals  or  birds.  The  formation  is  limestone,  with  a  substratum  of 
sandstone ;  the  latter  becomes  very  apparent  in  a  deep  valley  or  water- 
course on  the  south  side,  where  the  upper  surface  has  been  washed  away. 
In  the  centre  of  this  valley  is  a  remarkable  buttress  of  sandstone,  soft  and 
weather  worn ;  on  its  face  we  carved  the  ships'  names  and  some  of  our  own. 

Crossed  the  harbour  ice  again,  and  some  of  us  got  wet,  which  is  not 
pleasant,  when  you  have  no  means  of  getting  dry  again.  Called  at  the 
harbour  station,  and  the  weather  having  cleared  a  little,  got  some  angles. 
Saw  the  island  to  the  N.E.  distinctly ;  finished  the  cairn  here ;  left  record, 
and  returned  to  the  encampment  by  6h.  p.m.  Thermometer  at  8h.  outside,  22°. 
Wind  fresh  from  the  westward,  and  the  ice  going  fast  to  the  eastward,  with 
the  ebb.  Low  water  at  7h.  p.m.  The  floes  pressing  heavily  against  the 
island,  and  rising  into  hummocks  of  considerable  height. 

A  strong  wind  from  the  sea  last  night,  and  this  morning  the  weather  very     August  sist,  Tuesday, 
thick,  with  snow.     Thermometer  outside,  29°.     The  ice  so  closely  packed 
on  the  beach  that  we  are  prisoners  for  the  present,  not  able  to  get  to  the 
east  end  of  the  island.    At  noon  we  were  able  to  take  advantage  of  a  slight 
opening,  and  proceeded.    High  water  at  Ih.  p.m.  But  the  beaches  of  these 
islands  are  so  shallow,  that  we  found  it  a  difficult  matter  to  launch  our  boats 
with  their  heavy  cargoes,  and  not  without  all  hands  getting  wet  feet. 
Coasted  along  the  south  side  of  the  island,  but  found  the  pack  ice  extend- 
ing so  far  off  shore  that  we  could  not  land  again.     The  wind  strong  from 
S.W.  made  it  a  lee  shore,  and  rather  an  anxious  time  among  the  broken 
hummocks,  with  boats  so  deep.    The  ice  moving  rapidly  with  the  wind  and 
tide,  and  cracking  in  all  directions.     Tried  to  haul  our  boats  over  some  of 
the  larger  pieces,  but  stove  them,  and  after  a  temporary  repair  and  several 
shiftings  of  cargoes  from  boats  to  sledges,  we  got  out  again  into  open 
water,  and  coasted  along  in  the  hope  of  finding  a  less  encumbered  beach. 
Our  boats  were  now  so  deep  with  leaking,  their  heavy  load,  a  sledge  across 
them,  and  a  strong  wind,  with  night  coming  on,  that  it  became  very  ticklish 
work.     However,  just  as  we  had  become  convinced  that  our  position  was 
not  the  most  pleasant  or  secure  in  the  world,  we  saw  a  spot  comparatively 
clear  of  ice,  and  pushed  for  it,  just  reaching  the  shore  before  more  pack 
closed  in  on  us.     Pitched  the  tents,  and  hauled  the  boats  up  to  repair ; 
found  Osborn's  very  badly  stove.    It  would  have  gone  hard  with  her  if  we 
had  not  been  so  fortunate  as  to  find  a  landing  place.    A  thick,  misty 
evening,  which  I  suppose  is  common  at  this  season  of  the  year,  as  we  have 
not  had  a  clear  day  these  two  weeks. 
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September  Ist,  Wednesday. 


September  2d,  Thursday. 


September  3d,  Friday. 


Wind  light  from  S.W.,  a  thick  snowing  morniuf^,  not  able  to  distinguish 
objects  a  liimdrcd  yards  ofF;  Iniilt  a  cairn  and  set  the  instrument  up,  but 
not  able  to  get  any  observations  througli  the  day.  Beacli  covered  with 
loose  ice,  and  the  large  pieces  outside  passing  to  the  eastward  at  the  rate 
of  two  or  three  miles  an  hour.  The  great  body  of  ice  appears  to  tra\'el  in 
that  direction,  and  instead  of  returning  with  the  flood  stream,  seenis  only  to 
be  checked  by  it.  A  flock  of  geese  passed  over  our  tents  this  morning, 
steering  to  the  S.E.,  for  Baffin's  Straits  apparently.  '^Jlie  guns  of  both 
parties  were  duly  levelled,  but,  alas,  the  nipples  were  frozen  over,  and  they 
missed.  At  llh.  the  flood  stream  made  to  the  westward,  and  at  Ih.  p.m. 
it  was  setting  the  ice  in  that  direction,  nearly  three  miles  an  hour.  It  is 
now  calm;  probably  the  westerly  winds,  which  have  blown  strong  lately,  may 
account  for  the  peculiarity  I  noticed  in  the  tides  this  morning.  Tempera- 
ture at  noon,  26"'  outside.  Completed  our  cairn,  and  placed  a  record  in  it. 
Weather  thick  and  snowing  all  day.  Everything  wet  and  uncomfortable ; 
the  temperature  not  being  sufficiently  low  to  freeze  hard.  If  the  sun 
appears  through  the  fog  for  a  little,  the  snow  thaws,  and  runs  through  the 
tent  in  the  shape  of  water,  which  in  its  turn  becomes  ice  inside,  and  makes 
things  unpleasant,  to  say  the  least.  There  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  the 
intermediate  time  between  ice  and  water  is  not  adapted  to  travelling.  Our 
bread  being  all  expended  to-night,  and  having  only  three  days'  tea  and 
sugar  left  for  both  parties,  owing  to  "  Pioneer's"  mishap  to  her  sledge,  we  must 
try  for  the  main  to-morrow,  as,  with  the  probability  of  the  young  ice  form- 
ing, our  arrival  at  the  depot  or  ship  is  very  uncertain.  The  ebb  stream 
made  to  the  eastward  at  5h.  p.m.  The  channel  between  us  and  the  main  is 
full  of  packed  ice,  which  makes  it  impossible  at  present  for  boats  to  pass. 
Thermometer  at  8h.  p.m.,  24°. 

Fresh  wind  from  N.W.,  which  has  dispersed  the  pack  a  good  deal. 
Weather  thick,  and  snow  thick  on  the  ground  (three  feet  in  some  places), 
from  yesterday's  snow.  (  Query,  How  can  a  coast  line  be  searched  for  wreck 
of  spars,  &c.,  when  there  is  a  deposit  of  six  months  on  it?)  Thermometer 
outside  20°,  inside  24°.  Broke  up  our  encampment  early,  but  by  the  time 
the  boats  were  launched  over  the  loose  ice,  and  the  traps  carried  into  them, 
it  was  9  o'clock.  Having  some  miles  to  pull  to  the  main,  I  had  my  sledge 
unlashed  and  stowed  on  board.  Osborn  towed  his  astern,  and  my 
boat  towed  him.  In  this  way  we  passed  across  the  channel,  winding  our 
way  through  the  pack,  which  we  did  with  less  difficulty  than  we  had  anti- 
cipated, owing  to  the  N.  W.  wind  having  scattered  the  ice  so  much.  Steered 
for  the  Table  or  Wall  Hill,  where  the  shore  appeared  less  encumbered  with 
ice  than  any  other  part.  At  noon  the  fog  came  on  very  thick,  and  at  Ih. 
P.M.  we  made  the  beach  and  landed,  pitching  our  tents  on  a  prominent 
gravelly  point  close  under  the  Table  Hill,  from  where  the  coast  trends  away 
to  the  southward  of  east  considerably. 

This  point  is  covered  Avith  high  hummocks  of  ice,  and  appears  to  have 
been  subjected  to  much  pressure,  as,  indeed,  have  all  the  islands  and  points 
on  the  N.W.  sides,  while  those  exposed  to  the  south  and  east  are  compara- 
tively free.  The  wind  fresh  from  W.N.W.  The  bay  ice  forming  for  some 
distance  off'  shore,  but  kept  in  motion  by  the  breeze.  Went  on  the  Wall 
Hill  this  evening,  set  theodolite  up,  and  got  a  few  indifferent  angles  ;  com- 
menced a  cairn,  but  as  there  was  nothing  but  gravel  and  loose  stuff*,  and 
having  no  implements,  we  were  obliged  to  give  it  up.  This  is  a  very  pro- 
minent turning  point  of  the  coast,  but  I  could  see  nothing  to  the  southward, 
owing  to  the  still  higher  land  in  that  direction.  Saw  the  extreme  point  to 
the  eastward,  with  an  island  apparently  off'  it,  but  a  great  distance  off',  and 
very  indistinct.  Tliermometer  on  the  hill,  18°,  and  the  weather  very  thick, 
with  snow  falling ;  we  came  down  and  built  a  cairn  on  our  encampment 
point,  leaving  a  notice  there.  Grove  shot  a  walrus  this  evening,  but  could 
not  decapitate  him  for  want  of  tools  (which  I  was  not  sorry  for). 

Wind  fresh  iVoni  the  westward,  with  snow  all  night.  Thermometer  out- 
side 20  ,  inside  22 '.  The  inside  oi'  the  tent  covered  with  ice,  which  the 
blankest  bags  make  a  point  of  scraping  into  themselves,  to  the  great  discom- 
fort oC  the  occupatit ;  (inished  our  cairn  on  the  ])oint,  and  sent  the  boats 
along  shore  to  the  southward,  some  of  us  walking  to  lighten  them,  and 
wartn  ourselves.  Walked  along  the  beach,  over  glacier  and  through  snow, 
sometimes  uncomfortably  dee]),  with  a  ridge  of  high  hummocks  oi  ice  out- 
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side  us,  like  walking  on  the  slanting  roof  of  a  house,  the  hummocks  serving  Commander  Richards's 
as  a  parapet.    Getting  soon  tired  of  this  kind  of  travelling,  we  recalled  the        Journal,  1852., 

boats,  and  embarked,  pulling  along  the  hummocks  of  ice,  which  lined  the   

coast  for  a  considerable  distance,  the  wind  strong  in  our  teeth,  with  very 
thick  weather.  At  noon  we  landed  for  luncheon  close  to  a  very  remarkable 
ridge  of  hills,  running  at  right  angles  to  the  coast,  and  so  precipitous  that 
before  coming  abreast  of  them  we  fully  expected  to  find  a  river  or  channel 
of  water  running  past  them.  It  proved  to  be,  however,  only  a  deep  valley, 
with  no  entrance  from  the  sea.  Continued  on  for  two  hours  against  a 
strong  wind,  Avhen  finding  we  could  make  no  progress,  and  the  boats  ship- 
ping a  good  deal  of  water,  we  landed  on  an  eligible  spot,  and  encamped. 

There  is  a  good  deal  of  open  water  to  be  seen,  which  perhaps  is  owing 
to  the  late  strong  breezes  ;  but  the  young  ice  is  doing  its  best  to  form, 
and  we  have  had  to  steer  clear  of  a  good  deal  of  it  to-day.  I  am  inclined 
to  think,  at  the  same  time,  that  the  great  sea,  upon  the  threshold  of  which 
we  are  now  on,  never  entirely  freezes  over,  but  that  large  floes  are  drifting 
about  it  at  all  times  of  the  year ;  and  with  the  winter  gales  there  must  be 
fearful  work  among  them,  if  we  may  judge  by  the  heavy  pressure  exhibited 
on  the  island  points  and  prominent  headlands  we  have  seen.  The  absence 
of  bergs  can  be  accounted  for,  I  conceive,  by  the  fact  of  there  being  no 
great  extent  of  land  on  which  glacier  can  form.  I  do  not  think  there  is 
any  land  to  the  northward  of  us,  but  islands,  and  they  probably  small  ones  ; 
all  we  have  seen  are  comparatively  insignificant.  The  northern  side  of  the 
land  in  general  is  so  abrupt  that  no  considerable  glacier  could  collect  on  it. 
With  regard  to  the  southern  continent,  one  can  scarcely  offer  an  opinion ; 
but  possibly  the  prevailing  winds  from  the  northward,  added  to  the  tide  (if 
it  sets  east  and  west  as  it  does  here),  would  prevent  the  appearance  of  bergs 
so  far  north  as  this. 

Our  camp  is  close  to  the  sea,  and  facing  it.  The  thermometer  outside 
22°.  The  only  animal  life  seen  to-day  was  a  tame  snow  bunting.  A  light 
wind  from  the  westward,  with  very  thick  and  foggy  weather,  this  morning.  September  4th,  Saturday. 
Thermometer  22°  and  24°.  Started  at  7h.,  and  pulled  along  the  land,  against 
the  ebb ;  came  shortly  to  young  ice  nearly  half  an  inch  thick,  through 
which  we  pulled  about  four  miles  ;  at  1  Ih.  we  came  to  the  edge  of  a  fair 
floe,  the  same  we  left  on  our  outward  journey  the  day  we  crossed  to  the 
low  island. 

Hauled  the  boats  on  it,  and  lunched ;  lashed  my  sledge  together  again, 
and  started  across  the  floe.  Saw  the  captain's  tent  cloth  appearing  above 
the  floe  edge,  and  shortly  afterwards  observed  him  land,  and  haul  his  boat 
up.  Seeing  a  smoke  ball  burnt,  we  returned  the  signal,  and  Lyall  and 
myself  walked  towards  the  party,  which  we  reached  in  an  hour.  At  5h.  p.m. 
onr  sledges  met,  and  getting  provisions  from  the  captain,  he  went  on  ahead. 
At  6h.  30m.  we  encamped  on  the  floe — not  a  very  good  one — but  being- 
tired,  and  some  wet,  it  did  well  enough  for  us.    Thermometer  outside,  15°. 

A  thick  fog  this  morning,  and  cold;  thermometer  13°.  Started  the  September 5th, Sunday, 
boats  and  sledges  along  the  floe,  Osborn's  party  and  mine  alternately 
helping  each  other.  The  snow  is  so  thick  on  the  floe  that  it  makes  very 
heavy  work,  like  hauling  a  heavy  waggon  through  a  road  half  up  to  the 
axles  in  mud  (only  not  so  pleasant).  The  floe  is  a  very  large  and  old  one, 
but  in  some  places  the  young  ice  over  the  old  breaks  through  and  gwes 
one  a  wet  foot.  The  weather  remained  very  thick  all  day ;  pitched  our 
tents  at  6h.  p.m.,  close  to  the  hummocks  off  Coffin  Island;  saw  the  captain 
encamp  a  mile  and  a  half  ahead  of  us.  The  weather  cleared  soon  after 
we  halted,  and  wc  had  a  view  of  all  the  land  and  islands  to  the  north 
distinctly,  for  the  first  time  since  we  have  been  out.  To-day  we  have  seen 
two  or  three  seal  and  three  snow  buntings  going  south.  Thermometer  at 
8h.  P.M.  20°  and  23°. 

A  fine  and  mild  morning,  with  light  wind  from  S.S.W.  ;  thermometer  out-  September  eth,  Monday, 
side,  20°.  Went  to  the  top  of  the  ice  hummocks  off  Coffin  Island,  to  look  for 
a  road  to  the  Depot  Point ;  found  water  and  young  ice  between  me  and  it, 
and,  taking  warning  from  Osborn's  mishap,  I  did  not  communicate  with  it, 
more  particularly  as  it  would  have  involved  at  least  one  day's  delay,  and, 
moreover,  I  could  see  no  one  there.  The  sledges  started  at  7h.  30m., 
steering  S.W.  for  the  Low  Village  Point;  snow  very  heavy,  which  made  it 
laborious  Avork  for  the  men,  having  to  make  three  loads  with  the  two 
parties.  At  noon  the  weather  came  on  thick  again,  but  we  came  to  ahghter 
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Hoc,  and  each  party  was  able  to  drag  their  own  loud.  At  2h.  we  came  to 
the  edge  of  the  fioc,  and  found  ourselves  within  a  mile  of  tljc  captain'8 
sentry-box  station  on  Gravel  Island  ;  but  instead  of  being  water  between 
us  and  it,  as  when  v/e  passed  l)erore,  the  young  ice  had  taken  its  place,  and 
was  two  inches  thick  or  more,  and  it  took  us  three  hours  tough  work  })efore 
wc  readied  the  island.  Pitched  our  tents,  and  went  to  the  summit  to  look 
for  the  best  road  in  the  morning ;  found  the  ice  a  good  deal  altered  by  the 
spring  tides  and  breezes  since  we  passed  it  last,  the  floe  being  much 
broken,  with  lanes  of  water  and  young  ic(!  through  it.  Hauled  the  boats 
across  the  island  ready  for  a  start  in  the  moriiing,  dragging  over  gravel 
being  preferable  to  breaking  through  young  ice.  Thermometer  at  8h  p.m. 
24°.    Saw  two  or  three  seals  and  some  snow  buntings  to-day. 

The  early  morning  was  thick  and  foggy,  but  shortly  after  6h.  it  cleared, 
and  became  fine  and  sunshiny,  the  wind  light  from  east ;  thermometer  20°. 
Started  at  6h.  30m.,  with  the  sledges,  and  hauled  them  across  the  island, 
theji  through  some  young  ice  three  inches  thick,  on  to  a  floe ;  put  the  boats 
on  the  sledges,  and  made  sail  on  them  with  tent  cloths,  which  was  a  great 
assistance  to  the  men.  Our  course  was  varied  until  noon,  through  water, 
young  ice,  and  over  floe,  when  v/e  reached  the  Village  Point,  and  found  the 
captain's  party  just  starting ;  remained  here  for  some  angles,  and  then 
steered  for  home  through  open  water.  "We  were  shortly  brought  up, 
how^ever,  by  young  ice,  and  after  much  labour  got  the  boats  and  sledges  on 
the  firm  floe  by  8h.  20m.,  Vv'here  we  encamped,  every  one  dam^p  and  uncom- 
fortable. For  my  own  part,  I  fell  through  an  unfortunate  hole,  and  was 
pulled  out  by  the  head ;  all  hands  contributed  something  towards  clothing 
me  afresh ;  but  this  travelling  is  not  pleasant,  at  least  the  falling  in  part 
of  it,  wdien  you  have  no  superfluous  clothes.  Observed  the  captain's  tent 
pitched  half  a  mile  from  us  shortly  after  we  encamped.  Thermometer 
at  9h.  p.  M.  20°. 

September  8ti),  Wednesday.  Started  bctimes,  and  haulcd  our  boat  and  sledges  over  the  floe,  Osborn's 
party  assisting  me  with  my  heavy  boat.  Soon  came  to  young  ice,  from  2  to  3 
inches  thick,  but  not  sufficiently  strong  to  bear  our  boat  and  sledge.  Loaded 
the  former,  therefore,  and  put  the  sledge  into  it,  tracking  her  through  the 
ice  with  much  labour,  and  at  the  expense  of  many  wettings,  two  men  sitting 
over  the  bows  breaking  the  ice  with  their  boots.  In  this  w^ay  we  got  through 
about  three  miles,  when  we  came  again  to  bearable  ice,  but  covered  with 
rugged  and  heavy  hummocks,  so  that  it  was  difficult  and  fagging  work  to 
get  the  boat  over  it.  Lyall  falling  through  in  the  morning,  and  having  no 
dr}^  clothes,  had  walked  to  the  ship,  and  given  notice  of  our  approach,  and 
at  111.  P.M.  we  saw^  Herbert  with  a  party  of  hands  coming  to  our  assistance  ; 
and  mighty  clean  they  looked  when  compared  with  ourselves.  By  their 
■  help  we  arrived  on  board  at  3h.  p.m.    At  41i.  the  captain's  party  arrived, 

(Signed)       G.  H.  Richards. 
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6  P.M.  +  9" 
(Jo.  &  DiHt.  made  good, 
0  miles  to  Spit  island. 

Sir  Edward. 
John  J 'arrow, 
lleliaricc. 
\>)uU:)\>\\7.c;. 
Sir  K.  JJarinfT. 
J't-rsevcrancc. 


Enclosure  No.  2.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher  s  Letter. 
JouKNAL  of  a  JouuNEY  to  Cape  Lady  Franklin  with  a  Boat  and  Depots 
and  back  to  Northumberland  Sound,  22d  to  29th  March,  1853. 

At  71)-  30ra.  A.M.  the  western  division  of  sledges  left  the  ship  for  the  south 
shore  of  the  Queen's  Channel,  carrying  a  whale  boat,  and  a  depot  of  50 
days  provisions  for  24  men.  The  party  consisted  of  57  men  and  officers, 
and  the  sledges  named  in  the  margin. 

M^he  wind  fresh  from  S.lil.,  and  weather  rather  hazy ;  we  started  under 
sail,  steering  for  Spit  Island,  the  west  extreme,  and  were  accompanied  for 
a  sliort  distance  by  the  captain,  officers,  and  remainder  of  the  crews.  At 
I  Oh.  A.M.  we  got  among  lunniuocky  ice,  and  the  sledge  "  I'^nterprize"  capsized 
with  the  boat,  daniaging  hei'self  so  much  that  she  was  sent  back  to  the 
ship,  to  refit,  or  exchjuige  herself  for  another  sledge.  At  llh.  a.m.  the  floe 
b{'{;ame  smooth  and  good,  and  Ave  made  rapid  progress.  After  noon,  the 
weatlier  ])ecaine  very  thick,  with  strong  S.I>.  wind  and  snow  drift.  At 
2li.  I'.M.  we  encamped  on  the  low  west  extreme  of  S])it  Island,  to  wait  for  the 
rctiu'n  of  "  l^iiteriirize."    Observed  the  ice  in  the  strait  to  be  very  hea\y. 

At  5h.  I'.M.  the  "  I'vnterprize"  rejoined  witli  her  boat,  (icoi'ge  Youngson, 
of  the  "  Perseverance,"  fainted  to-da  y,  at  his  sledge,  but  a  little  brandy  and 
his  dinnei-  recovered  him. 
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Calm  and  foggy  morning.    Started  at  7h.  a.m.,  and  came  almost  immedi-  March  23d,  Wednesday, 
ately  to  heavy  ice,  which  we  dragged  through  all  day,  with  severe  labour  to  Temp.    -     7  a.m. +  8° 
the  men  and  damage  to  the  sledges.    It  was  a  perfect  frozen  pack,  which  co.  &  Dist.  w.s.w."'(true)" 
we  were  obliged  to  cut  our  v/ay  through  with  pick  axes  ;  the  snow  drift  ^2  '"i^es. 
very  deep  between  the  hummocks,  which  we  found  of  use  in  making  the 
road  with.    Two  walrus,  an  old  and  young  one,  were  Avounded  to-day  in  a 
hole  of  water,  but  were  not  captured.    Encamped  at  4h.  30m.,  and  patched 
up  the  "  Enterprize,"  which  sledge  had  suffered  severely  among  the  hum- 
mocks.   Light  wind  from  westward,  with  very  thick  weather.    Started  March  24th,  Thursday, 
at  6h.  45m.  A.M.,  steering  W.S.W.  true  as  nearly  as  we  could.  7h.  30m.  came  Temp.     -     -  ta.si. 
to  better  ice.  At  1  Ih.  halted  to  luncheon,  having  made  five  miles.  Weather  co,  &  uist.  w.s.w.^o  miles, 
cleared  at  noon  ;  saw  the  southern  land.  It  seems  continuous,  with  one  small 
white  island  lying  close  off  shore,  two  or  three  miles  eastward  of  Cape  Lady 
Franklin.    Up  to  3h.  p.m.  the  floe  was  pretty  good,  when  it  again  became 
heavy.    At  4h.  30m.  we  encamped,  having  made  10  miles  during  the  day. 
Found  the  tent  very  cold  to-night ;  wind  south-easterly  and  fresh.    Started  ^^^^^^^  25th,  Good  Eriday, 
at  7h.  A.M.,  wind  fresh  from  S.E.,  andweather  very  hazy.  Cut  a  road  through  a  Temp.     -     7  a.m.-  8° 
heavv  and  most  confused  pack,  with  picks  and  shovels,  and  succeeded,  after  ^  , 

/  ,  ,  .  T  1  •       Tlk+1  ^1,  -1         -U  ^         ^^-S-W.  6i  miles. 

five  hours  labour,  m  accomplishmg  little  more  than  a  mile,  when  we  came 
to  an  old  floe  at  noon,  and  halted  for  lunch,  leaving  a  bamboo  and  flag  to 
mark  the  highway  we  had  made.  The  old  floe  is  hummocky,  but  they  are 
rounded  by  last  summer's  thaw,  and  we  made  tolerable  progress  during  the 
afternoon.  Encamped  at  4h.  30m.  Wind  strong  from  S.E.  all  night,  and 
tent  very  cold. 

Strong  breeze  from  S.E.,  and  very  thick  weather.    Started  at  8h.  a.m.,      JyIJ^l.(;I^  25th,  Saturday, 
steering  by  compass,  not  being  able  to  see  30  yards  ahead  for  the  snow  drift ;  Temp.     -     7  a.m.-8° 
a  good  many  slight  frost  bites  occurring  among  the  people     llh.  30m.  6p.M.-ii° 
halted  to  luncheon ;  no  land  in  sight,  though  we  must  be  very  close  to  it ; 
proceeded  on  with  slight  delay,  it  being  too  cold  to  indulge  in  the  usual 
lunch  time. 

At  1  Ih,  50m.  saw  the  land  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin  close  to  us  ;  ice  rather 
uneven  in  shore,  and  the  stupendous  hummocks  which  line  the  coast,  and 
which  must  have  been  pressed  up  by  a  succession  of  N.  W.  gales,  are  between 
70  and  80  feet  high ;  I  should  say  that  they  had  stood  the  thaw  of  many 
summers,  and  seem  little  affected  thereby.  The  old  floe  which  we  picked 
up  yesterday  did  not  carry  us  to  the  south  shore,  but  a  narrow  belt  of  new 
ice  intervenes.  At  I2h.  30m.  we  landed  on  the  southern  shore  of  the 
Queen's  Channel,  and  hoisted  her  union  on  it ;  immediately  placing  our  boat 
and  depot  on  a  convenient  sloping  point  80  feet  above  the  sea  level,  and 
one  mile  from  the  summit  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  east  of  it.  The  point  is 
a  projecting  one,  the  nearest  land  I  think  to  the  Spit  Island  of  the  north 
shore,  and  the  heaviest  hummocks  of  ice  lie  on  it.  The  boat  is  turned 
bottom  up,  the  smaller  things  being  placed  under  her  for  security.  The 
casks  are  placed  round  her  on  their  bilges,  and  the  whole  filled  in  with 
gravel.  A  flag  is  hoisted  over  the  boat,  and  a  record  in  tin  cylinder  secured 
to  the  staff.  She  forms  a  conspicuous  object,  visible  at  a  distance  of  ten  miles 
to  the  naked  eye.  Encamped  for  the  night  on  the  land  side  of  the  heavy  * 
hummocks,  and  close  under  them.  The  saxifrage  and  moss  are  very  abun- 
dant on  this  shore,  and  we  saAv  several  recent  traces  of  deer.  The  land  is  of 
the  same  formation  as  the  north  shore  ;  principally  broken  up  limestone. 
The  coast  is  moderately  low  and  shelving,  and  I  should  think  favourable 
for  sledging  on,  should  the  ice  break  away  from  the  shore. 

Stormy  wind  from  S.E.,  very  thick,  and  a  heavy  snow  drift.  Walked  to  the   March  27th,  Easter  Sunday, 
nearest  summit  of  Cape  Franklin,  Avhich  is  300  or  400  feet  high,  and  rises  Temp.  - 
in  successive  and  gentle  slopes.  The  weather  too  thick  to  use  a  theodolite,  co.  &  Dist.  e.n.e.  truo^  miles 
but  I  saw  what  I  believe  to  be  the  head  of  a  small  harbour,  bearing  S.S.W., 
true,  and  opening  into  the  Queen's  Channel  to  the  eastward  of  a  point  two 
miles  from  "our  position.    From  this  summit  we  saw  several  deer,  eight  or 
10  feeding  in  pairs,  in  the  valley  westward  of  us  ;  two  passed  within  50  yards 
of  me,  an  old  and  a  young  one ;  none  that  I  saw  with  a  glass  had  horns ; 
they  were  of  a  dirty  whitish  colour,  with  large  brown  or  yellow  spots,  and 
were  about  the  size  of  a  large  goat.    Want  of  time  prevented  our  pursuing 
them.    Completed  securing  the  depot  at  lOh.  30m.  a.m.,  and  after  lunch  we 
struck  our  tents,  and  at  llh.  SOm.  followed  our  old  track  homeward.  At 
4h.  SOm.  encamped,  and  at  seven  miles  distance  saw  the  depot  and  boat 
plainly. 

Q  2 


(    124  ) 


March  28th,  Monday. 
Temp.     -       7  a.m.  f  2'^ 
noon  +  3° 

f.  I'.M.  +  6° 

Co.  &  Dist.  E.N.E.  15  miles. 


March  29th,  Tuesday. 
Temp.      -       7  a.m.  +  1 " 
Co.  h  Dist.  to  Spit  Island  and 
ship,  12  miles. 


Fresh  S.E.  wind,  and  thick  weather ;  no  land  in  siglit.  Started  at  7h.  a.m., and 
at  9h.  ;M)iu.  arrived  at  our  friends,  the  hurnrnoeks,  t>ut  witii  lightened  sledges, 
and  tlie  high  road  we  had  cut  before  ;  we  did  in  three  quarters  of  an  liour 
what  it  liad  cost  us  five  hours  on  our  outward  journey  to  perform,  with 
severe  labour.  Weather  improved  at  noon,  and  at  4li.  i'.m.  we  encamped, 
having  marched  15  miles  since  morning,  the  men  fatigued,  and  some  sore 
heels. 

A  fine  morning.  Started  at  7h.  a.m.,  and  passed  through  the  lieavy  ice 
off  Spit  Island,  mending  the  road  as  we  proceeded,  with  an  eye  to  the 
future.  At  1  Ih.  a.m.  landed  on  the  outer  coast  of  Spit  Island,  and  the  sledges 
proceeding  along  its  shore  to  the  west  end.  Lieutenant  Osborn  and  myself, 
with  a  party,  ascended  the  summit,  built  two  cairns,  and  obtained  theodo- 
lite angles.  The  other  parties  built  a  cairn  on  the  low  island  north-westward, 
of  Spit.  At  2h.  P.M.  we  rejoined  the  encampment,  and  depositingone  day's  pro- 
visions for  57  men  for  our  next  journey,  we  started  homeward.  At  4h.  we 
were  met  by  the  captain  and  officers,  and  before  5h.  arrived  on  board,  I 
am  happy  to  say,  Avithout  casualty.  We  met  with  no  traces  of  ships  or 
parties  on  the  southern  shore  ;  but  I  feel  it  my  duty  to  say  that  I  have 
received  every  support  from  Lieutenant  Osborn  and  the  officers,  and  that 
the  men  have  exhibited  their  customary  perseverance  and  cheerfulness  on 
this  short  though  somewhat  arduous  service. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commanding  S.W.  Division. 


General  Eemarks. 


Boots,  &c. 


Provisions. 


With  regard  to  the  paragraph  of  my  orders,  which  directs  me  to  notice 
the  most  prominent  point  of  land  on  the  north  shore,  from  which  parties 
might  be  seen  or  aided  on  a  future  occasion,  I  may  observe,  that  owing  to 
the  thick  weather  I  did  not  see  any  of  the  north  land  from  the  south  shore  ; 
but  I  am  of  opinion,  from  a  short  interval  of  clear  weather  while  crossing 
the  channel,  that  the  west  summit  of  the  Spit  Island  would  appear  more 
prominent  and  suitable  for  the  purpose  than  any  other  land  in  the  neigh- 
bourhood. During  our  passage  across  the  strait  I  remarked  that  the  line  of 
snow  ware  or  sastrugi  always  lay  at  right  angles  to  our  course,  or  S.S.E. 
and  N.N.W^.,  in  the  direction  of  the  channel  and  the  prevailing  S.E.  winds. 

From  my  own  experience  during  this  journey,  I  consider  the  canvas  boots 
made  on  board  to  be  the  best  adapted  for  travelling.  Blanket  wrappers  are 
decidedly  the  best  clothing  for  the  feet,  and  the  boots  can  scarcely  be  made 
too  large.  The  carpet  boots  are  not  fit  to  travel  with  in  low  temperatures  ; 
they  are  not  sufficiently  large  to  admit  of  enough  wrappers,  and  caused 
sore  heels  to  those  who  wore  them. 

With  regard  to  provisions,  I  consider  that  they  are  generally  good,  but 
the  bacon  is  by  far  the  greater  proportion  fat,  and  on  some  occasions  was 
burnt  to  assist  the  fuel.  I  do  not  think  the  mixture  of  six  ounces  of  pre- 
served meat  and  the  same  quantity  of  pemmican  desirable.  The  former  has 
a  large  quantity  of  fat  about  it,  and  when  boiled  w^ith  the  pemmican,  which 
itself  is  sufficiently  gross,  does  not  form  an  article  of  diet  fit  for  men  who 
have  to  undergo  continued  severe  labour.  The  pemmican  alone  would  be  far 
preferable.  G.  H.  R. 


K!  following  is  a  List  of  the  Chew  of  the  Sledge  "  Sir  Edward." 

"  Loyal  ail  Mort." 
(1.  H.  l»,i(;lia,rd.s,  CoiiiinaMder. 
J-i](lwa]'d  .Humphries,  Captain  of  Sledge. 
(l(;oTge  .J(!/ieries,  Sergeant  R.M. 
"Jlioliard  Bityley,  Boatswain's  Mate. 
Ccoi'ge      wards,  Carpenter's  Mate, 
Henry  J5ill(!tt,  A.B. 
.)ol,ii  Siniinoiuls,  A. 15. 
Jjoiiis  iv(!;id,  A.l). 

Wci^'lits  (;a-rri(!(l  - 
Wei'^ht  per  man  -       -  - 


L'1'!>7 
211. 


us. 
lis. 
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Enclosure  No.  3.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  Lieutenant  Osborn's 

Journal  of  H.  M.  Sledge  "  John  Barrow,"  Western  Division,  March  1853.        Journal,  1853. 
Motto-  "  Be  of  Good  Courage." 

Sledge  Crew. 
Lieutenant  Sherard  Osborn. 

Joseph  Organ,  Ice  Quartermaster,  Captain  of  Sledge. 

Thomas  Hall,  Gunner's  Mate. 

Samuel  Walker,  Carpenter's  Mate. 

George  Wicketts,  A.B. 

Thos.  Copeland,  A.B. 

Wm.  M'Arthur,  A.B. 

Simon  Dix,  K.M. 


P.M.  loaded  the  sledge  "  John  Barrow"  with  the  following  weights,  pre-      'i^a.rch  21st,  Monday, 
paratory  to  leaving  to-morrow  to  establish  the  depot  on  Cape  Ladj  ' 
Franklin : — 

Weights. 

lbs.  oz. 

Equipment  lightened  to  serve  for  a  ten  days'  journey  -       -       -  467  0 
Provisions  and  fuel  for  ten  days  for  29  men,  being  half  the  num- 
ber of  men  in  the  division  (packages  included)     -       -       -  893  8 
Bacon  and  fuel  for  depot  -       -       -       -       -       -       -  -1150 


Drawn  by  7  men 
Weight  per  man 


1,475  8 
-  210  12 


At  7h.  A.M.  wind  S.S.E.  3.  q.  o.  c.  Called  away  all  sledge  crews,  and  pro-      ^^^^"^^  22d,  Tuesday, 
ceeded  alongside  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance,"  leaving  in  Her  Ma-  w.  by  N.'et  miie™^"''" 
jesty's  steam  vessel     Pioneer"  the  engineers,  one  stokei",  a  boatswain's 
mate,  and  the  steward.  The  wind  being  fair,  the  sails  were  set  on  the  sledges, 
and  at  7h.  45m.  the  western  division,  consisting  of  six  sledges  and  fifty- 
seven  men  and  officers,  proceeded,  under  the  orders  of  Captain  Richards.  *i-  ^-  ™- 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  the  officers  and  men,  going  to  remain  behind,  accom- 
panied us  a  short  distance,  and  bade  us  good-bye,  with  cheers  ! 

Sledges  moving  rapidly,  aided  as  they  were  with  the  sails  ;  found  water 
to  have  risen  over  the  floe  during  the  recent  spring  tides,  and  the  travelling 
very  heavy  amongst  the  hummocks  of  Mount  Beaufort. 

9h.  30m.  the  sledge  "  Enterprize,"  on  which  the  boat  had  been  placed,  p.m.  s.s.e.  6°  to  7°  q.  c.  drift, 
broke  down ;  division  halted,  and  discharged  the  sledge.  Mr.  AUard  was 
sent  back  with  damaged  sledge,  and  a  rendezvous  appointed  at  the  north  - 
extreme  of  Spit  Island.  The  division  proceeded  ;  reached  at  11  o'clock  a 
fine  level  floe  under  Spit  Island,  lib.  15m.  George  Youngson,  officers' 
cook  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance,"  fainted.  Halted  to  lunch ;  Young- 
son  improved,  and  continued  during  the  afternoon  to  walk  alongside  of  his 
sledge,  without  dragging.  2h.  p.m.  encamped  to  await  the  arrival  of  the 
"  Enterprize."  Find  Spit  Island  to  terminate  at  place  of  encampment,  and 
what  has  hitherto  been  considered  a  spit  to  be  a  low  detached  islet. 


:;\\^-     .^^\\  (;^^^' 


Sforth  Extremity  of  Spit  Island,  with  Islet. 
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Lieutenant,  Csborn's 
Journal,  IS.').'}. 


March  23d,  "Wednesday. 
Second  .Journey. 
Course  M.  G.,  W.S.W.,  r,  ni. 
A.M.  Wind  easterly  ;  force  1'; 
dense  fog. 

P.M.  Wind  N.E.;  force  1.  o.  c.  m. 


From  Camp. 


N.  ex.  of  Spit  Island,  E.N.E. 
5  milfis  (true). 


4h.  30m.  P.M.  Her  Majesty's  sledge  "Enterprise"  joined  company.  Blow- 
ing too  hard  to  proceed  ;  a  heavy  drift  from  tf)e  island  and  neiglibouring 
glaciers.    CJeorge  Youngson  was  quite  recovered. 

By  5h.  A.M.  the  weather  had  moderated,  and  at  7h.  the  division  proceeded. 

Skirted  the  point  round  for  a  short  distance,  and  then  struck  off  into  a  very 
rougli  and  frozen  pack,  the  large  sledges  straining  very  much,  the  one  with 
the  boat  especially.  Found  the  ice  in  far  from  a  secure  state,  and  a  great 
deal  of  water  amongst  the  hummocks  ;  people  constantly  wetting  their  feet, 
and  thereby  running  great  risk  of  frostijites.  The  course  was  very  intri- 
cate, and  we  had  to  go  over  twice  as  much  ground  as  necessary,  to  avoid 
holes  of  water  and  rough  ice;  the  labour  through -)ut  the  day  was  very 
great,  and  the  men  looked  as  warm  and  exhausted  as  if  toiling  under  a  tro- 
pical sun,  instead  of  a  temperature  far  below  freezing  point ;  a  couple  of 
walrus  were  seen,  but  the  officers  who  went  in  chase  failed  in  securing 
them,  although  they  appear  to  have  mortally  wounded  the  brutes.  The 
ice  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  walrus-hole  was  reported  to  be  a  few 
inches  thick  only,  and  it  appears  to  me  that  the  ice  in  our  neighbourhood 
has  been  constantly  breaking  up  until  within  a  very  recent  date,  owing- 
doubtless  to  the  strong  tides  along  a  bold  coast  line,  2h.  The  boat  sledge 
began  to  break  down,  the  stanchions  carrying  away,  and  the  loads  on  the 
"  Success"  and  "  Baring"  required  relashing.  4h.  30m.  encamped,  carpenters 
and  seamen  applying  temporary  stanchions  and  preventer-lashings  to  the 
"  Enterprize." 

The  argand  lamps  for  cooking  supplied  to  the  large  sledges  are  too 
delicate  in  their  make  for  the  rough  work  of  sledge  travelling  ;  two  out  of 
three  have  become  useless,  and  the  depot  fuel  has  been  broken  into  to 
supply  them  with  fat  in  lieu  of  alcohol.  Anything  that  requires  much  care 
in  handling  is  objectionable  ;  and  in  addition  to  this  defect  in  the  spirit 
lamps,  the  seamen  have  some  unaccountable  antipathy  to  them,  and  nothing 
but  steady  persistance  on  the  part  of  the  officer  will  ensure  the  cooking  with 
alcohol  being  properly  attended  to. 

Observed  north  extremity  of  Spit  Island  to  bear  from  camp  E.N.E.  true 
five  miles. 


March  24th,  Thursday. 
Calm,  foggy  and  misty. 

Third  Journey. 
Course  M.G.,  W.S.W.  10  m. 


All  that  it  was  in  our  power  to  do  to  ensure  the  safety  of  the  boat  sledge 
was  done,  and  at  6h.  50m.  the  division  proceeded.  After  crossing  one 
heavy  tier  of  hummocks,  we  reached  comparatively  level  ice,  with  only  occa- 
sional ridges  of  snow  and  piles  of  broken  ice  running  across  our  path  in  a 
north  and  south  direction.  The  main  drift  of  the  snow  as  well  as  pressure 
seem  to  be  from  the  south  up  Queen's  Channel.  llh.  15m.  lunched. 
1  Ih.  45.  proceeded,  steering  direct  for  the  cape.  At  4h.  30m.  halted  and 
encamped,  after  a  very  good  day's  work,  considering  the  heavy  weights  the 
men  are  dragging  ;  temperature  evidently  falling.  Our  appetites  were  very 
keen  to-night,  and  the  mixture  of  6  oz.  of  pemmican  with  6  oz.  of  preserved 
meat  but  ill  served  to  stay  my  hunger,  and  1  could  understand  the  quiet  jokes 
of  the  men  at  the  light  and  wholesome  meal  they  had  had,  after  dragging 
two  hundredweight  a-piece  for  ten  miles.  Preserved  meat  is  decidedly 
not  the  stuff  to  work  upon  in  a  travelling  party,  unless  in  large  quantities, 
and  I  believe  a  seaman  working  nine  hours  a  day  at  the  drag  rope  would 
re(|uirc  daily  3  lbs.  to  support  his  strength ;  and  this  will  not  appear  large 
when  it  is  remembered  that  3  lbs.  of  pemmican  a  day  is  the  allowance  for 


a  working  man  in  the  Hudson's  Bay  territory. 


Night  calm  and  cold. 


Marcli  a.'ith,  Fridiiy. 
Calm  and  misty. 

Foiirtli  .Journey. 
CourHC  M.G.,  W.S  W.  01,  in. 


We  are  at  the  eastern  side  of  a  belt  of  frozen  pack,  the  extent  of  which 
we  cannot  sec;  but  anything  more  extraordinary  than  the  tumultuous  scene 
before  us  I  have  never  witnessed.  To  find  any  path  through  it  by  reeving 
was  out  of  the  question;  and  Captain  Richards  and  myself  had  to  climb 
over  the  masses  on  otir  hands  and  knees,  and  a  dozen  men  with  pickaxes 
and  shovels  fiiirly  cut  a  caiisewny  through  the  fragments,  a  labour  which 
there  was  less  reason  to  regret  in  having  to  do  as  this  route  would  again 
have  to  be  ti'avclled  over  several  times  by  our  ])artics.  After  five  hours 
hard  hibour  cuttiiig  a,  road,  and  bringing  the  sledges  up  with  double  ('rcws, 
we  reached  the  western  side  of  the  belt  of  pack,  and  found  a  very  old  and 
summer-worn  floe  extending  before  us  to  the  westward  and  northward. 
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Lunched,  and  erected  a  conspicuous  mark  by  which  to  find  the  causeway    Lieutenant  Osbom's 
we  had  made  on  our  return  to  the  ships.    Marched  over  very  old  floe,  much        Journal,  1853. 

worn  with  the  action  of  the  summer  thaws,  the  knolls  of  ice  having  hollows   

around  them,  which  gave  quite  a  hill  and  dale  upon  a  small  scale.  Breeze 
freshening  throughout  the  afternoon,  and  every  symptom  of  a  gale  from 
south  ;  encamped  at  4h.  30m.  As  my  sledge  is  the  victualler  to  a  half  of 
the  division,  I  have  some  difficulty  in  sharing  the  pemmican,  so  as  to  make  it 
run  out ;  and  until  the  present  time  I  had  no  idea  that  the  preserved  meat  tins 
contained  so  large  a  proportion  of  fat ;  and  what  with  fat  bacon,  fat  pre- 
served meat,  and  the  pemmican  (which  contains  about  50  per  cent,  of  fat), 
it  requires  an  Arctic  nppetite  and  a  strong  stomach  to  live  upon  the  diet. 

Morning  very  keen,  and  a  strong  snow  drift.    Made  the  cook  prepare 
breakfast  within  the  tent,  to  prevent  his  being  exposed  to  the  breeze,  and     March  26th,  Saturday, 
perhaps  frostbitten.     Saw  the  people  carefully  clothed,  to  meet  a  cold  Wind  south,  force  5.  drift, 
day's  work,  and  at  8h.  a.m.  the  division  proceeded.    About  10  o'clock  we  w.s.w.^miier'""^^' 
reached  the  termination  of  the  old  ice,  and  commenced  to  journey  over  very 
smooth  ice,  which  was  of  one  season's  formation.  Made  a  hurried  lunch,  and 
at  12h.  A.M.  the  land  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin  appeared  close  ahead,  with  a 
stupendous  wall  of  broken  floe  skirting  the  beach.     Edged  away  to  the 
westward,  and  at  12h.  30m.  Captain  Richards  and  the  western  division 
effected  a  landing  on  the  first  lovv^  land  this  side  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin. 

A  convenient  spot  for  the  depot  and  boat  showing  itself  in  the  neighbour-  cape^Lady^EranMi^  ^^^^^ 
hood,  the  division  proceeded  there,  and  unloaded.  By  3h.  p.m.  the  fifty  days     ist  day  -     -  miles, 
provision  and  fuel  for  twenty-four  men  was  deposited,  and  the  boat  turned         —  -     -^^  „ 
over  those  articles  which  animals,  such  as  bears  and  wolves,  might  other-    4th  _  -     -  ',' 
wise  injure.    The  gale  increasing,  and  one  of  the  men  having  had  a  narrow  ^y'^g\Y~(-Jye-,  '33  file's 
escape  of  being  frostbitten  in  the  hands,  we  retired  to  the  tents.    The  drift    ■  ■  *  ™'  ^ ' 

was  too  heavy  to  see  much,  and  we  had  only  time  to  remark  that  the  land 
looked  more  fertile  than  that  around  our  winter  quarters  ;  and  the  capture  of 
a  small  marmot  led  us  to  hope  for  a  second  Melville  Island,  on  our  route  of 
search  this  spring. 

Heavy  clouds  passing  away  overhead  to  the  northward,  and  a  strong  gale 
with  a  smothering  snow  drift  around  the  place  of  our  encampment,  which  is  Wind,  south  force  6.  q.  drift 
situated  at  the  base  of  the  immense  pile  of  broken  floe  that  lines  the  coast.  |'miies°"™^^' 

How  or  when  such  a  wreck  of  floe  pieces  ever  occurred  almost  puzzles 
me.    To  seaward,  the  wall  is  full  50  feet  high,  vertically  above  the  level 
of  the  sea;  yet  on  top  of  this  height  fragments,  some  tons  in  weight, 
have  been  thrown,  as  if  recently  tossed  there  by  some  unaccountable  agency. 
To  landward,  this  wall  of  ice  slopes  gradually  down  with  very  heavy  snow 
in  the  hollows.     After  breakfast,  parties  proceeded  to  pile  gravel  over  the 
casks,  and  to  secure  the  depot  as  far  as  possible.    The  weather  moderating, 
but  still  very  hazy.     lOh.  a.m.  accompanied  Captain  Richards  to  the  near 
summit  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin.     Traces  of  deer  and  hare  numerous. 
Vegetation,  such  as  saxifrage,  moss,  and  lichen,  plentiful.    The  land 
evidently  for  the  major  part  formed  of  limestone,  much  broken  and  weather 
worn.     The  interior  appeared  to  be  a  succession  of  ravines  and  rounded 
hills.     The  boldest  land  in  sight,  the  view  being  very  limited,  was  to  the 
S.E.  across  a  small  harbour,  which  opens  into  Queen's  Channel,  and  with  a 
width  of  about  1^  miles  runs  into  the  land  for  about  3  miles.    This  harbour 
or  bay  appears  to  have  an  islet  at  its  entrance,  and  is  about  2  miles  east 
of  the  depot.    Some  reindeer  were  seen,  and  I  got  within  80  yards  of  a 
doe  and  fawn.    Not  having  a  rifle  with  me,  the  shot  dropped  short ;  and  as 
they  appeared  very  shy,  and  made  ofi  inland,  I  gave  up  the  chase.  Six 
more  were  counted,  all  does,  apparently,  with  fawns.     The  one  I  fired  at 
was  not  much  bigger  than  a  large  goat,  hornless,  v/ith  a  short  body  and 
long  legs ;  the  colour  a  greyish  white,  except  from  the  shoulder  to  the 
crupper,  along  Avhich  a  saddle  of  light  brown  extended.  Returned  to  the 
sledges ;  lunched,  and  then  the  western  division  tured  homeward.  The 
weather  still  very  hazy,  but  the  gale  abating.     Made  a  rapid  march  with 
the  empty  sledges,  and  encamped  at  3h.  45m.  p.m.    The  night  cold,  with  a 
great  deal  of  barber  depositing  itself  upon  the  bedding. 

Q  4 
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March  28th,  Easter  Monday.  At  7h.  A.M.  the  slcdgcs  proceeded,  and  at  lOh.  we  reached  the  west  Bide  of 

SJSSiiaS;  with  haze  the  Quccn's  Causcway. 

around  the  horizon.  All  the  incn  1*11  Capital  Spirits  at  having  accomplished  the  feat  of  travelling 

Seventh  Journey.  at  SO  early  a  date  without  a  single  accident.    Lunched  at  1  Ih.  a.m.,  and 

E.N.E.  14  miles.  marchcd  again  until  4h.  30ni,  i-.u.    Spit  Island  four  and  a  half  miles 


distant.    Wight  calm  and  clear. 


March  29th,  Tuesday.  Momiiig  vcry  fine  and  calm.  Land  thrown  up  very  much  by  refraction. 
Caim,with faint  airs  from  N.E.,  Obscrvcd  Spit  Departure  Point  to  be  about  four  and  a  half  miles  distant, 
very  clear  Started  at  7h.  15m.,  crossed  very  insecure  ice,  and  found  in  one  place  the 

Bearings  ohserved  from  camp.  .  .,  '  ,-\-\tr,  i 

Tnie.    ice  entirely  gone  irom  under  a  snow  wreath.    Water  smoke  was  seen 
Percy  Met.  Ext.  -  s.  8.5°  E.  under  the  S.W.  extremity  of  Spit  Island.    Shortly  after  lOh.  a.m.  effected  a 
s.'exl^of'sph.  isi*  N.  79°  e!  landing  on  Spit  Island.    Lunched,  and  whilst  the  sledges  proceeded  round 
Pioneer  Hill  ^ ''^  ^ggo^'  ^^^^  poiut  Captain  Richards  ascended  the  hill,  to  obtain  angles  ;  accompanied 
.  ex.  o  Spit  sd.  -   .  29      -^^^^^  ^^^^  erected  two  cairns  on  the  top  of  Spit  Island.    Observed  a  crack 
of  water  on  the  west  side  of  Large  Spit  Island,  of  about  an  acre  in  extent. 
Ih.  P.M.  returned  to  the  sledges,  and  proceeded  to  the  ships.     Met  the 
captain  and  officers,  who  walked  out  to  meet  us,  and  at  5h.  p.m.  reached  the 
§hips,  every  man  of  the  division  in  perfect  health,  and  without  one  accident 
occurring  to  the  party.    A  cache  of  provisions  for  one  day  for  the 
western  division  of  sledges  had  been  formed  by  Lieutenant  May  between 
12h.  and  Ih.  to-day. 

(Signed)       Sherard  Osborn, 

Lieutenant  in  charge  of  Sledge. 


General  Observations. 

It  would  be  premature  to  offer  any  decided  opinion  as  to  the  nature  of 
the  ice  in  that  part  of  the  Queen's  Channel  over  which  we  have  passed, 
further  than  to  remark  that  the  major  part  of  it  is  of  the  late  winter 
formation,  that  on  the  western  shore  being  less  packed  than  that  on  the 
eastern  side.  The  coast  about  Cape  Lady  Franklin  appears  richer  in 
vegetable  and  animal  life  than  the  coast  we  are  at  present  wintering  upon, 
but  whether  that  is  merely  confined  to  a  limited  space,  or  extends  west- 
ward, will  only  be  known  by  our  future  searching  parties. 

With  reference  to  the  confidential  memorandum  of  March  21,  1853,  I 
have  to  regret  that  the  present  season  of  the  year,  and  a  hurried  journey, 
prevented  much  scope  for  interesting  observation ;  and  having  no  theories 
upon  the  little  I  have  seen,  there  is  no  necessity  for  anything  in  this  journal 
to  be  considered  confidential. 

(Signed)       Sherard  Osborn,  Lieutenant, 
Commanding  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Pioneer" 


Enclosure  No.  4.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

LioutenantMay's Journal.  TRAVELLING  JouRNALof  H.  M.  Sledge  "  Reliance,"  (Western  Division),  under 

  the  Command  of  Lieutenant  \V.  W.  May,  H.  M.  S.  "  Assistance." 

22d  March,  Tuesday.  Thc  wcathcr  being  favourablc,  we  started  this  morning  about  7h.  30m.  a.m 

s.K. to  4.  o.  m.  s.  ^yjj.]-,  ,^  g^i]j^  g£^_    YoY  thc  first  two  miles  we  had  a  good  floe, 

and  the  sledges  appeared  to  run  lightly.  The  whole  party  consisted  of  six 
sledges,  three  of  eight  men  and  three  of  11,  and  one  carried  a  whale  boat, 
whicli  will  be  left  at  Ca]X!  Lady  Franklin  with  the  depot. 

After  about  two  hours  travelling  we  came  to  some  hummocks  sodden 
with  water  which  had  issued  from  the  cracks,  caused,  I  think,  by  the  late 
spring  tides  ;  and  in  passing  over  some  of  these  the  sledge  "  Enterprise,"  car- 
rying the  boat,  capsized,  and  carried  away  one  of  the  runners.  She  was 
unloaded,  and  the  sledge  returned  to  the  ship. 

nil.  3()m.  stopped  Cor  lunch,  going  over  a  fine  smooth  floe  for  the  rest  of 
the  afternoon. 

Emii^2i?  i-'m '  2h.,  hiiving  reached  the  N.I*'.,  end  of  Spit  Islanci,  we  encamped  within 

distance  gone,  c.  signal  distance  of  thc  ship,  the  weather  being  thick,  with  snow  and  drift. 

Hi).  P.M.  A  Hard  rejoined  Avith  the  l)oat  and  another  sledge  procured  from  thc 

shi]). 
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7h.  A.M.  we  left  ont  encampment  and  proceeded  at  first  along  the  land  ledge     Mdrcii  23d,  Wednesday, 
to  clear  some  immense  hummocks  close  to  the  Spit,  and  running  away  to  '^^ssy- 
the  westward.    After  having  gone  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  we  took  fairly 
out,  though  the  hummocks  were  so  high  that  we  could  hardly  get  the 
sledges  over  them,  and  were  repeatedly  obhged  to  double-bank  and  some- 
times dig  a  passage  through. 

At  1  Ih.  stopped  about  20  minutes  for  lunch. 

Towards  noon  it  cleared  up  enough  to  see  Spit  Island,  but  not  the  south 
shore ;  we  again  proceeded  over  rougher  hummocks  than  before,  and  the 
"  Enterprise"  carried  away  one  of  the  stanchions  of  the  siege.    Two  wal- 
rus were  seen  and  fired  at;  they  were  lying  close  to  a  hole  in  the  ice .  '^one^5™;„fies'""P^'^' 
4h.  80m.,  encamped,  unloaded  sledge  '"  Enterprise,"  and  repaired  her  by  ™ 
putting  in  a  new  stanchion. 

6h.  45m.  started.    The  floe  at  first  was  not  very  good,  but  after  the  first     Maich:24th,  Thursday, 
mile  we  came  to  smooth  and  hard  floes,  and  made  by  lunch  time  about  five  ^fiTismliuncii. 
miles.    During  the  afternoon  the  weather  cleared  up  and  we  saw  Cape  Lady  1  •  i^.  c.  m. 

-n      1  T  1    1  •  i  i     ill-  L        J  Distance  gone,  10  miles. 

Frankhn,  and  also  a  pomt  to  the  westward. 


4h.  30m.  encamped.  Cape  Lady  FrankUn,  West,  e  or  74 

7h.  15m.  started.    Had  to  drag  over  hummocks  ail  the  forenoon  with  a       March  25th,  Friday, 
party  ahead  digging  a  passage  through  them  ;  sledges  double-banked.  About  "^q^^^'^' 
Uh.  30m.  stopped  half  a,n  hour  for  lunch.    Cleared  the  hummocks  and  nh.  som.  lunch. 
proceeded  on  a  tolerably  good  floe  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  and  succeeded  in  4if30nf' encamped.  Distance 
making,  notwithstanding  the  obstruction  in  the  morning,  about  six  miles,      gone,  6  miles. 

4h.  30m.  encamped.    Wind  sharp  and  cold.  March  26th,  Saturday. 

8h.  started;  strong  wind  from  S.W.,  uncommonly  cold.    Floe  in  good  Misty. ^'^'^^ 
condition.    About  1  Ih.  30m.  stopped  a  short  time  for  lunch  ;  saw  the  land  ih.  30m.  encamped, 
through  the  mist.    Ih.  15m.  reached  the  land,  dragged  the  sledges  inside  Distance  gone,  7'. 
an  immense  wall  of  hummocks  thrown  up,  leaving  a  smooth  ledge  inside. 
We  then  proceeded  about  a  quarter  of  .a  mile  S.E.  on  this  liedge  and 
encamped.^  ^fr■.- uir.y-t:\  :  7r;VT,-  .nr 

The  depot  was  dragged  about  300  feet  up  the  hill  and  there  deposited 
with  the  boat.  The,  land  appeared  low  in  comparison  with  the  north  shore. 
There  was  appearance  of  early  vegetation,  and  two  marmots  were  caught ; 
remains  of  deer  were  also  seen.  The  weather  being  thick  and  misty,  pre- 
vented our  examining  any  distance  from  the  encampment. 

Sent  a  party  to  finish  surveying  the  depot.    Some  of  the  officers  (with    March  27th,  Sunday 
Captain  Richards  with  a  theodolite)  went  to  the  summit  of  the  hill,  but  the  s.e.  2.  3.  o.  m. 
thick  weather  entirely  prevented  him  from  taking  any  bearings.    Some  c^stan™,  rmiks!*^' 
deer  were  seen  and  fired  at. 

llh.  15m.  packed  the  sledges  and  started.    4h.  30m.  encamped. 
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Lt.  May's  .Joiiniiil, 


Miircli  2'Jtli,  Taesday. 
Calm,  b.  c, 


5li.  an-ived  on  board. 
Uislauce  ffone,  11' 


4h.  encamped,  having  passed  two  of  oar  previous  encampments,  and  made 
about  14  miles.  We  find  that  the  aHowance  of  pemrnican  and  preserved 
meats  is  not  sufficient ;  and  after  our  long  journey  this  day  we  all  could 
have  eaten  more,  and  T  noticed  that  evciy  day's  work  increased  their 
appetites. 

7li.  .30m.  started,  going  through  heavy  hummocks  with  a  party  ahead 
with  picks.  Spit  Island  about  four  miles  distant.  The  ice  here,  owing  to 
the  hummocks  and  snow,  is  very  rotten,  with  numerous  holes  in  it,  and  there 
appeared  near  the  island  a  vapour  rising,  which  indicates  cracks. 

lOh.  30m.  stopped  for  lunch  on  the  west  side  of  the  island.  Captain 
Richards  went  to  the  top,  to  erect  a  cairn,  and  take  a  round  of  angles. 
1  Ih.  pitched  the  tents,  and  sent  a  party  to  build  a  cairn  on  a  small  island 
about  half  a  mile  north  of  us. 

Ih.  Captain  Richards  and  parties  returned,  doused  the  tents  and  pro- 
ceeded to  the  ships.  5h.  arrived  on  board.  The  men  behaved  uncommonly 
well,  and  seem  to  be  quite  fitted  for  the  coming  work. 

(Signed)       Walter  Wm.  May,  Lieutenant, 

In  charge  of  Sledge  "  Reliance." 


Enclosure  No.  5.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 


Mr.  AUard's  Journal, 
1853. 


Marcli  22d,  Tuesday. 

8  A.M. 


At  noon. 


P.M. 

Ist  Journey  miide  C,!, 
V/.hy  N.  (true.) 


miles, 


Marcli  2:!(1,  Wednesday. 


Journal  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Enterprize." 
Motto,  "  Success  to  the  Brave." 
Sledge  Chew. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Allard,  Master. 

James  Robinson,  Captain  of  Sledge. 

Thomas  Barber,  sailmaker, 

Cornelius  Tielder,  A.B. 

Henry  Tranter,  A.B. 

Richard  Bex,  Private  R.M. 


Wm.  Huggett,  A.B. 
John  Clark,  steward. 
George  Custance,  stoker. 
John  Green,  Private  R.A. 
Wm.  Wood,  ship's  cook. 


.'j  I'.M. 

Si'Coiid  .Journey  mad''  .0  iiiiien, 
W..S.W.  (ti  ue.; 


Marcli  2'ltli,  'I'hnrHday. 
(Ill,  'l.Oni.  A.M. 


Left  the  ships  in  company  with  five  other  sledges,  forming  the  v/estern 
division,  under  the  orders  of  Commander  Richards,  and  proceeded  to  lay 
out  a  boat  on  Cape  Lady  Franklin.  Wind  fresh  from  S.E. ;  made  sail ; 
found  it  of  great  service  in  relieving  the  men  at  the  drag  ropes.  Passed 
through  much  hummocky  ice,  and  in  several  places  found  the  water  had 
flown  up  in  cracks,  rendering  the  work  heavy,  and  trying  the  sledge 
severelj^.  At  9h.  15m.,  in  crossing  a  place  where  the  water  had  flown  up, 
and  at  the  same  time  having  to  ascend  a  ridge  of  hummocks,  the  sledge 
capsized,  damaging  the  uprights,  and  making  it  necessary  for  me  to  return 
to  the  ship.  Unloading  the  sledge,  and  pitching  the  tent,  I  left  six  men  to 
look  after  the  latter,  and  returned  with  the  remaining  four  to  the  ship, 
where  I  arrived  at  lOh.  a.m. 

Started  with  another  sledge  ;  arrived  at  the  tent  at  12h.  4.5m. ;  packed  up, 
and  proceeded  to  rejoin  Commander  Richards  and  the  sledges  under  his 
orders,  at  the  rendezvous,  Spit  Island.  Ih.  30m.  came  to  a  smooth  floe ; 
sledge  under  canvas.  4h.  4()m.  pitched  tent  in  company  with  the  sledges 
of  the  western  division,  having  made  about  6^  miles  W.  b.  N.  (true.) 

6h.  30m.  had  pemmican,  tea,  and  a  smoke.  4h.  30m.  called  the  cook. 
6h.  breakfast.  7h.  15m.  proceeded  in  company  with  the  division.  Weather 
foggy  ;  little  or  no  wind  ;  reeving  through  pack  ice  where  easiest  for  sledges 
to  pass  over ;  found  in  several  places  the  water  had  flown  up  between  the 
hummocks ;  sledge  complaining  from  the  constant  jerks  in  passing  over 
them.  llh.  lOjn.  lunched.  lib.  30m.  proceeded,  lli.  30m.  two 
walrus  were  wounded,  but  unable  to  secure  them.  During  the  afternoon 
the  weather  became  clearer  than  it  had  been  the  first  part  of  the  day,  and 
a  light  air  from  about  W.N.W.  (true).  Occasionally  passing  over  pieces 
of  smooth  floe.  Encamped,  having  made  about  5  miles  W.S.W.  (true). 
ICxaniined  sledge  ;  found  some  of  the  uprights  sprung  ;  unloaded  sledge, 
and  rcpjiircd  ditto.    Gli.  45m.  had  pemmican,  tc;v,  and  a  smoke. 

41i.  3(Jm.  called  the  cook.  ()h.  15m.  breakfast;  reloaded  sledge; 
packed  up  and  proceeded.  Light  breeze  from  the  westward  (true.) 
weatlicf  (inc.     'I  r;i.vclling  nuicli   better   than    yesterday'.     llh.  15m. 


I'.M.  luiiciie.d.     1  III.  45ni.  pi-occcdcd.    4li.  40m.   pitched  tent,   having  made 


;;n. 


had  pemmican,  tea,  &c. 
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4h.  30m.  called  the  cook.    6Ii.  45m.  breakfast.    7h.  15m.  packed  up,        Friday  25th,  a,m. 
and  proceeded;  wind  light  from  S.W.  (true.)  Weather  fine;  came  to  a 
heavy  piece  of  pack ;  obliged  to  make  a  road  through  it,  and  double  and 
treble  bank  the  sledges  to  get  them  along,   llh.  15m.  lunched,    lih.  45m.  Fourth  Jonmey  nmcie  6  miles, 
proceeded;  road  more  favourable.    4h.  45m.  encamiped,  having  made  w.s.w.  (uue.) 
about  6  miles,  W.S.W.  (true.)  6h.  30m.  had  pennrncan,  &c.  S.R.;  f-csh, 

Strong  breeze  from  the  southward  (true)  ;  weather  foggy,  with  much       Saturday  2Gth,  a.m. 
snow  drift.    5h.  30m.  called  the  cook.    7h.  breakfast.    8h.  packed  up, 
and  proceeded.   Passed  through  a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  heavy  ice.    1  Ih.  30m. 
stopped  a  short  time  to  lunch,    llh.  45m.  proceeded.  ^^^^ 

Observed  the  land  through  the  fog  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  dis- 
tant, on  Hearing  which  a  heavy  ridge  of  hummocks,  about  60  feet  high, 
being  nearly  perpendicular  to  seaAvard,  but  sloping  on  the  land  side,  with 
large  blocks  of  blue  ice  on  the  top,  lined  the  coast  for  some  distance. 

i2h.  30m.  landed,  having  made  about  5  miles  W.S.W.  (true.)  Deposited 

J  A.   J       n  1     J.  ry  '1.1.         Fift.li  Journey  made  5  miles. 

the  boat  and  depot,  and  erected  a  nag  and  stan  on  a  convenient  spot  on  w.s.w.  (true.) 

the  first  low  land,  about  one  mile  east  (true)  from  Cape  Lady  Franklin.  Total  number  of  miles  out, 

Ih.  15m.  pitched  the  tents,  leaving  a  party  of  men  to  secure  the  boat  and 

depot.     Shortly  after  landing,  a  marmot  was  caught.     5h.  pemmican, 

tea,  &c. 

5h.  called  the  cook  ;  weather  foggy  ;  fresh  breeze  from  the  southward  Sunday  27tii,  a.m. 
(true),  Avith  snow  drift.  7h.  had  breakfast.  7h.  30m.  sent  a  party  to 
finish  securing  the  depot.  Took  a  walk  over  the  land ;  that  which  we 
were  on  was  a  succession  of  gentle  rises  (the  highest  part  about  300  feet 
high),  between  which  appeared  to  be  planes.  Traces  of  deer  Avere  nume- 
rous ;  moss  was  more  plentiful  than  I  had  observed  elscAvhere,  and  the  land 
itself  composed  of  limestone.  Thick  weather  prevented  much  of  the 
adjoining  land  being  seen,  but  as  far  as  it  could  be  traced  it  appeared  to 
trend  to  the  AvestAvard  (true).  There  Avasalso  higher  land  to  be  seen  to  the 
eastAvard  of  us.  About  20  deer  Avere  seen  by  some  of  the  officers,  but 
none  captured. 

Another  marmot  was  caught  this  day.  First  Eetum  Journey,  7  miles. 

The  depot  having  been  secured,  and  the  AA-eather  still  remaining  thick,  at    '  ' 
lOh.  30m.  lunched,  and  at  llh,  15m,  started  on  our  return  to  the  ships. 

4h.  encamped,  having  made  about  7  miles,  E.N.E.  (true.)    6h.    had  p_ji_ 
pemmican,  tea,  &c. 

4h.  30m.  called  the  cook;  AA-ind  moderate  from  S.S.E.  (true.)  Monday 28tii, a.bi. 

7h.  breakfast.    7h,  30it..  packed  up,  and  proceeded. 

8h.  30m.  passed  an  old  encampment  ;  fog  lifting.  Second  Eetum  Journey,  14 

11.  lunched,    llh.  30m.  proceeded  ;  wind  hght  from  N.E.  (true.)         miles, e.n.e.  (true.) 
4h.  encamped,  having  made  about  14  miles  E.N.E.  (true.)  p.m. 
6h.  pemmican,  tea,  &c. 

4h.  30m.  called  the  cook.    7h.  breakfast.    Bearings  from  the  tent:        Tuesday  29th,  a.m. 
Spit  Departure  Point  S.  45°  W. ;  "  Pioneer"  Knob,  S.  ;   south  extreme 
of  Spit  Island,  N.  85°  W. ;  variation  164°  W.    7h.  30m.  packed  up  and 
proceeded;  weather  very  fine ;  light  air  from  N.E.  (true.)    Land  thrown 
up  much  by  refraction.    ObserA^ed  frost-smoke  close  to  the  land.  Passing 
over  huinmocky  ice,  between  which  in  places  there  were  holes  covered  only 
with  snow,  rendering  it  necessary  to  feel  your  Avay  before  passing  over 
them.  lOh.  30m.  landed  on  Spit  Island  ;  lunched.     llh.  30m.  pitched 
tents ;  proceeded  with  a  party  to  erect  a  cairn  on  the  south  extreme  of  p.m. 
Little  Spit  Island.    Ih.  30m.  reached  the  encampment.    2h.  packed  up     Third  Return  joumey. 
and  proceeded  to  the  ships.  4h.  45m.  got  onboard  all  well,  having  had  6i"miiesfB^\y  s!7tr^^^^^ 
no  casualties  during  the  journey.  Total  number  of  mUes,  3U. 

(Signed)       J.  H.  Allard, 

Master,  and  Officer  in  Charge  of  Sledge. 


Enclosure  No.  6.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Travelling  Journal  of  Her  Maiesty's  Sledffe  "  Perseverance."  Mr.  Pym's  Journal, 

1853 

Tuesday/,  March  22d,  1853. — 7h.  30m.  started  from  the  ship  undei  sail.  _L_" 
Wind  squally  from  the  S.  and  E.    Carried  away  the  mast  and  one  pike 
in  a  squall ;  sent  a  man  back  to  the  ship  for  another  pike  ;  rigged  another 

R  2 
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Mr.  Pym's  Journal,  mast,  and  made  sail  again.  About  2  miles  fron)  the  Kliip,  Her  Ma,jef-ty*8 
Sledge  "  Entcrprize"  capsized,  and  carried  away  one  of  her  runners. 
Mr.  Allard  returned  to  the  ship  for  another  sledge,  taking  the  f;roken  one 
with  him,  leaving  his  tent  and  gear  on  the  floe.  Halted  to  lunch,  (/eorge 
Youngson,  gunroom  cook,  felt  very  faint,  and  was  unable  to  drag  during 
the  afternoon.  Ih.  30m.  pitched  for  the  night  on  Spit  Island,  about 
7  miles  from  the  ship.  Strong  breeze  from  the  S.E.,  with  drift.  About  3h.  p.m. 
saw  Mr,  Allard  and  party  coming.  5h.  30m.  Mr.  Allard  arrived  with  his 
sledge,  and  pitched ;  had  supper,  and  turned  in. 

Wednesdo/ij,  23c/. — Cook  turned  out.  lireakfasted,  and  packed  up. 
Started.  Travelling  over  very  rough  floe  and  amongst  hummocks,  a  party 
of  hands  ahead  making  a  road  for  the  sledges.    Halted  to  lunch. 

At  2h.  P.M.  saw  two  walrus  ;  fired  at  and  wounded  them  several  times, 
but  they  both  escaped.    Floe  still  very  rough,  and  in  some  places  rotten. 

Pitched  for  the  night,  having  made  about  5  miles.  Had  supper,  and 
turned  in. 

Thursdaij,  24fh. — Cook  turned  out.  Breakfasted,  and  packed  up. 
Started.  Floe  fair;  light  airs,  and  foggy  weather.  Halted  to  lunch. 
Weather  cleared  up  ;  light  wind  from  S.E.  Pitched  for  the  night,  having 
made  about  7  miles  during  the  day.    Had  supper,  and  turned  in. 

Friday^  2bth. — Cook  turned  out.  Breakfasted,  and  packed  up.  Started. 
Fine  clear  morning ;  wind  light  from  the  southward  and  eastward.  Travel- 
ling over  very  heavy  floe,  men  ahead  making  a  road  through  the  hum- 
mocks ;  obliged  to  send  three  sledges  ahead  at  a  time,  the  floe  being  so 
heavy  that  the  crews  could  not  haul  their  own  sledges  along.  About 
lOh.  A.M.  capsized  the  sledge,  and  carried  away  a  pike  ;  unpacked,  and 
righted  her.  Packed  again,  and  went  on.  Halted  to  lunch.  The  floe 
improved  during  the  afternoon.  Pitched  for  the  night,  having  made  about 
9  miles  during  the  day. 

Saturday,  2Qth.  —  Cook  turned  out.  Breakfasted,  and  packed  up. 
Started.  Strong  wind  from  the  S.E,,  with  drift ;  floe  fair.  Halted  to 
lunch.  About  noon  saw  the  land  about  Cape  Lady  Franklin  ahead,  Ih.  30m, 
landed  on  Cape  Lady  Franklin ;  unpacked  the  sledges,  and  deposited  the 
depot.  Pitched  for  the  night ;  still  blowing  hard.  Had  supper,  and 
turned  in. 

Sunday,  27th. — Cook  turned  out.  Breakfasted.  Wind  very  strong  and 
squally  from  S.E.,  with  drift.    Men  employed  covering  the  depot. 

Observed  large  quantities  of  moss  on  the  hills,  and  traces  of  deer ;  one 
of  the  men  picked  up  a  deer's  horn.  Had  lunch,  and  started  to  return  to 
the  ship.  For  some  distance  along  the  coast  there  was  a  line  of  ice  thrown 
up,  in  some  places  about  70  or  80  feet  high.  About  3h.  passed  one  of  our 
old  encampments.  Pitched  for  the  night,  having  made  about  7  miles 
during  the  afternoon. 

Monday,  28th. — Cook  turned  out.  Breakfasted,  and  packed  up.  Started. 
Wind  light  from  the  S.E.,  weather  thick.  Floe  fair,  but  in  some  places 
it  was  rotten,  and  had  to  be  filled  in  before  the  sledges  could  pass  over  it. 
Halted  to  lunch.  I'loe  fair  during  the  afternoon.  About  4h.  p.m.  pitched 
for  the  night,  having  made  about  14  miles  during  the  day.  Had  supper, 
and  turned  in. 

Tuesday,  2^th. — Cook  turned  out.  Breakfasted,  and  packed  up.  Started. 
Fine  clear  morning ;  calm.  Floe  rough,  and  parts  very  rotten ;  kept  a 
party  of  men  ahead  to  fill  up  the  bad  places.  Landed  on  Spit  Island, 
and  had  lunch.  After  lunch  a  party  of  hands  went  on  the  top  of  the 
island  with  (Jominander  Richards  to  build  cairns.  Pitched  the  tents  at  the 
old  encampment,  and  spread  the  bags  and  buffalo  robes  out  to  dry. 

2li.  I'.M.  packed  up  and  started  for  the  ships;  b\x.  arrived  on  board. 

(Signed)       F.  W.  Pym. 


During  the  time  wc  were  ti-avelling  the  spirit  lamp  was  constantly  used, 
and  answered  very  well,  making  l)reakfiist,  two  kettles  of  water,  and 
pcttnrnican  at  niglit;  and  we  managed  to  make  the  tea  with  the  lUt  that  was 
left  from  the  men's  allowance  of  bacon. 
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The  men  complained  of  not  having  enough  to  eat,  and  seemed  to  dislike  Mr.  Pym's  Journal 
the  preserved  meats  as  a  mixture  with  their  pemmican.   The  bacon,  with  a  1853. 

few  exceptions,  was  so  fat  that  they  could  not  eat  it,  and  therefore  it  was   

used  as  fuel.  F.  W.  P. 


March  2  2d,  Tuesday. 


March  23d,  Wednesday. 


Enclosure  No.  7*  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's   Sledge  "  Sir  Francis   Mr.  Ricards's  Joarnal. 

Baring."  •  

Left  the  ships  this  morning  at  7h.  45m.  a.m.,  in  company  with  the  other 
sledges  of  the  western  division,  under  the  command  of  Commander  Richards. 
The  wind  being  favourable  set  the  sail,  which  was  most  useful  in  assisting 
the  men.  9h.  a.m.  sledge  "  Enterprize"  parted  company,  having  upset  and 
broken  one  of  the  runners.  2h.  p.m.  pitched  tents  on  Spit  Island ;  distance 
made  good,  six  miles.    5h.  p.m.  sledge  "  Enterprize"  joined  company. 

In  cooking  this  evening  with  the  spirit  of  wine  lamp  found  it  very  defec- 
tive, consuming  considerably  more  than  the  allowance  of  spirit,  and  taking 
a  long  time  to  prepare  the  pemmican.  Weather  thick  and  foggy,  with  strong 
wind  from  the  S.E. 

Made  application  to  Commander  Richards  for  stearine  to  cook  with, 
which  was  allowed  us.  Breakfasted,  and  started  at  7h.  a.m.  Temperature 
+  ir.  Weather  calm  and  foggy.  Employed  all  the  morning  in  working  our 
way  through  a  frozen  pack,  which  made  our  progress  both  tedious  and 
difficult.  Water  seen  through  several  holes  and  cracks.  11  h.  a.m.  halted 
for  lunch.  Ih.  p.m.  saw  two  walrus.  Mr.  May,  Mr.  Pym,  and  myself 
went  in  pursuit ;  fired,  and  wounded  them,  but  did  not  succeed  in  capturing 
them.  They  had  been  lying  near  a  large  hole  in  the  ice,  which,  from  the 
marks  about  it,  had  been  most  likely  kept  open  by  them  all  the  winter. 

Working  all  day  through  frozen  pack.  4h.  p.m.  pitched.  Distance  made 
good,  five  miles. 

Breakfasted,  and  started  at  6h.  50m.  a.m.  ;  temperature  +  10° ;  weather 
foggy,  with  a  light  wind  from  the  S.E.  After  an  hour's  march  through  the 
pack,  reached  a  good  level  floe.  Fine  clear  day  after  llh.  a.m.  llh.  15m. 
lunched.  4h.  30m.  pitched.  Distance  made  good  ten  miles.  Breakfasted,  and 
started  at  7h.  5m.A.M.;  temperature  —  7° ;  clear  fine  morning,  with  light  winds 
from  S.E.  Came  on  more  frozen  pack,  which  rendered  it  necessary  to 
double-man  the  sledges,  and  advance  them  singly,  whilst  a  party  went  in 
advance  with  pickaxes  and  shovels  to  break  down  a  road  through  the  hum- 
mocks. 12h.  lunched,  and  shortly  afterw^ards  found  a  smooth  floe;  wind 
increasing  from  S.E.    4h.  30m.  pitched.    Distance  made  good,  six  miles. 

Breakfasted,  and  started  at  8h.  a.m.  ;  weather  overcast  and  foggy,  with  a 
strong  wind  from  the  S.E.,  causing  considerable  drift;  temperature  —  8°. 
1  Ih.  A.M.  lunched.  Ih.  30m.  p.m.  arrived  on  the  south  shore ;  deposited 
depot,  and  pitched  at  2h.  25m.  The  land  is  surrounded  by  a  remarkable 
ridge  of  hummocks,  which  rises  vertically  to  seaward  to  a  height  of  between 
60  and  70  feet.  Wind  freshening  from  S.E.  with  drift.  Distance  made 
good,  four  miles. 

Blowing  hgfrd  all  night.  Wind  this  morning  strong,  with  occasional 
heavy  squalls.  Temperature  0.  Weather  thick  and  foggy.  Men  em- 
ployed all  the  morning  in  securing  depot. 

Walked  over  some  of  the  high  lands,  and  saw  several  deer  feeding  on 
the  moss,  which  is  here  very  abundant,  llh.  a.m.  lunched,  llh.  20m.  a.m. 
left  for  the  ships,  returning  by  the  same  route.  4h.  p.m.  pitched.  Distance 
made  good,  six  miles. 

Breakfasted,  and  started  at  7h.  30m.  Morning  cloudy,  with  light  wind 
from  the  S".E.  Temperature  —  6°.  llh.  15m.  a.m.  lunched.  Afternoon 
calm  and  fine.  Marching  quickly  over  good  floe.  4h.  p.m.  pitched.  Dis- 
tance made  good,  15  miles. 

Breakfasted,  and  started  at  7h.  30m.  Calm  fine  morning.  Temperature  0. 
Observed  frost-smoke  rising  from  a  large  surface  of  water  near  Spit 
Island.  Passed  in  our  march  several  cracks  and  holes  of  water.  lOh.  30m. 
arrived  on  Spit  Island.    Lunched  on  arriving  on  the  land,  after  which 
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March  24th,  Thursday. 


March  25th,  Friday. 


March  26th,  Saturday. 


March  27th,  Sunday. 


March  28th,  Monday. 


March  29th,  Tuesday. 
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Mr.  Kicards's  Journal,   parties  left  with  Comrnandcr  Richards,  Ivieutcnant  Osborn,  and  Mr.  A  Hard, 
to  build  cairns. 

Pitched  tents  during  the  absence  of  the  parties.  Sh.  p.m.  struck  tents, 
and  at  4h.  45m.  reached  the  ships.    Distance  made  good,  10  miles. 

(Signed)       John  B.  Ricakus, 

Officer  in  Charge  of  Sledgc- 

Medical  Report. 

George  Youngson,  officer's  cook  of  H.M.S.  "  Assistance,"  belonging 
to  sledge  "  Success,"  after  the  forenoon  march  of  the  first  day  became  faint 
from  the  unusual  exertion,  so  that  I  deemed  it  advisal)le  to  recommend  to 
Commander  Richards  his  being  excused  dragging  for  the  remainder  of  the 
day.   He  afterwards  was  able  to  perform  his  work. 

John  Hales,  stoker  of  Her  Majesty's  steamer  "  Pioneer,''  belonging  to 
sledge  "  Success,"  is  at  present  on  tlie  list  with  rheumatism  of  the  ankle 
and  knee  joints. 

With  the  above  exceptions,  I  am  happy  to  state  tliat  the  duty  was  per- 
formed without  any  of  the  men  suffering  from  either  accident  or  illness. 

(Signed)       John  B.  Ricards, 

Assistant  Surgeon. 


Enclosure  No.  8.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 


Mr.  AUard's  Journal, 
1853. 


Tuesday,  12tli. 
7h.  A.M. 

Noon  —  7°.    Calm,  o.  m. 
8h.  P.M.  —7°.    Calm,  o.  m. 


Wednesday,  13th. 
Th.  A.M.  zero.  Calm,  o.  m. 

Noon- 10°.  Calm,  o.  m. 
8h.  p.5i.-G°.    Calm,  o.m. 


Thursday,  14th. 
8h.  A.M.- 17°.  B.S.E.  1.  o.m. 
Noon  +  1°.    South,  1.  o.  m. 
8h.  P.M. -8°.    S.W.    G.  0.  m. 
Much  snow  drift. 

Friday,  l-'ith. 
8h  A.M.  — 7°.    West,  6.  o.m. 
Much  snow  drift. 
Noon. -4°.    West,  4.  o.m. 

8h.  P.M.- 8°.    West.  1.  o.  m. 


Saturday,  lOtli. 
8h.  A.M.-r/'.  North,  2.  o.  iii. 
Noon— 14°.    N.W.  .').  o.m. 
8h.  P.M.- 24°.    West,  G.  ().  111. 

Sunday,  17th. 
8h.  A.M.-C°.    West,  (>  .0.  111. 
Much  snow  drift. 
Noon  -  1 1°.    West,  4.  o.m. 
8]i.  P.M.  — 4°.    Calm,  o.  b.ni. 


Monday,  IKtli. 
7li.  A.M.—  12°.    West,     o.  111. 
Noon -7".    N.W.  1.  I).  111. 


8li,  P.M.- 8°.  Norlli,   .'I.  1).  111. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  H.  M.  Sledge  "  Enterprize,"  between  12th 

and  19th  April,  1853. 

8h.  A.M.  left  the  ship,  and  proceeded  to  the  westward.  Noon  lunched,  and 
at  i2h.  30m.  proceeded.  5h.  encamped  on  Village  Point,  between  which  and 
Pioneer  Island  there  was  about  half  a  mile  of  open  water.  The  floe  this  day 
was  generally  good,  but  the  travelling  was  rendered  somewhat  heavy  by 
the  recent  snow.    Distance  travelled,  about  8  miles. 

7h.  30m.  A.M.  packed  up,  and  proceeded  to  the  northward.  At  lOh. 
observed  a  bear  approaching  sledge ;  succeeded  in  capturing  it,  after  its 
having  killed  a  dog.  Stopped,  and  skinned  both.  Noon  lunched.  12h.  30m. 
proceeded. 

5li.  3Gm.  P.M.  encamped  near  the  old  depot,  having  made  about  8  miles. 
Floe  much  the  same  as  yesterday. 

7h.  30m.  A.M.  packed  up  and  proceeded  to  the N.N.E. ,  passingamongst pack 
ice,  which  got  better  towards  noon,  when  w^e  lunched,  and  proceeded  at 
12h.  30m.,  the  floe  still  improving,  and  about  Ih.  p.m.  we  were  on  a  smooth 
floe  with,  a  fair  and  freshening  breeze  ;  made  sail,  and  encamped  at  5h.  30m. 
near  the  Star  Bluff,  having  made  about  12  miles. 

7h.  30m.  packed  up,  and  proceeded  towards  Wall  Point ;  passed  it  about 
llh.  lom.  A.M.,  and  proceeded  in  an  E.S.E.  direction  (true)  towards  a  point 
about  seven  miles  distant.  Noon  lunched.  12h.  30m.  proceeded.  During 
the  afternoon  a  bear  was  seen  approaching  the  sledge.  However,  he  became 
alarmed,  and  made  off  6h.  30m.  encamped  on  the  point,  having  had  a  fair 
wind  and  good  floe.    Distance  made,  about  12  miles. 

7h.  30in.  connnenced  burying  and  securing  the  depot  on  the  most  pro- 
minent part  of  the  point,  over  which  a  cairn  was  built  and#,  flag  and  staff 
ei-ected.  This  finished,  we  lunched,  and  started  on  our  return  to  the  ships 
at  12h.  30m.  4h.  p.m.  encam])ed  at  Wall  Point,  having  made  seven  miles 
against  a  strong  breeze  witli  a  heavy  snow  drift,  people  being  constantly 
frostl)it,ten  al)()iit  the  face. 

7h.  A.M.  breakfasted.  ;]0m.  weafhermore  moderate  ;  packed  up  and 
proceeded.  Noon,  abreast  of  Star  Bluff ;  lunclied.  12h.  30m.  proceeded; 
Jess  wind  and  drift.  30ni.  encamped,  having  travelled  about  nine  miles. 
Recent  traces  of  beai's  were  seen  in  our  outward  sledge  track. 

7h.  30irK  packed  up,  and  proceeded;  arrived  abreast  of  tlic  old  depot  at 
llh.;  rcbiiih  the  cairn  ;  IkuI  hmcli,  and  proceeded  at  12h.  30m.  3h.  p.m. 
picked  11])  t  he  bear  and  dog  skins  which  Ave  left  on  the  outward  journey,  and 
encamped  at  Villiige  Point  nifAx.  p.m.,  having  made  about  15  niiles. 

The  water  which  we  had  seen  on  om-  outward  journey  was  now  completely 
frozen  over. 
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7h.  30m.  proceeded  up  the  hill  at  Village  Point ;  rebuilt  the  cairn,  and         Tuesday,  19th. 
returned  to  the  sledges.    Started  for  the  ships  about  9h.  45m.    Lunched  Noon;!:7o  "nwI^'o  J'b  a 
at  noon  and  arrived  at  the  ships  at  2h.  p.m.    Distance  made,  8  miles,       '  •     •  •  q. 

Sled<>-e  crew  all  well,  Avith  the  exception  of  one  man,  who  complained  of 
rheumatism  in  his  left  leg  from  the  day  after  we  left  the  ship,  but  was  always 
able  to  do  his  work. 

(Signed)       J.  H.  Allard, 

Master,  and  Officer  in  Charge  of  Sledge. 

An  Account  of  tlie  Weights  of  the  Sledge.  ibs. 
Standing  weights     -------  709 

"Weight  of  depot  -  700 

Provisions,  &c.,  for  8  men  for  10  days        _       _       -  200 


Total  weight        -       -       -  1,609 
Weight  per  man  -       -  229| 


Number  of  hours  travelling  -  59. 
Number  of  miles  made        -  79. 


Enclosure  No.  9.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Mr.  John  F.  Loney,  Master,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.         Mr.  Loney's  Journal, 

]853. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance,"  Nortlaumberland  Sound.   

Sir,  20th  April,  1853. 

I  have  the  lionour  to  forward  a  report  of  my  proceedings  in  execution  of 
your  orders  to  me  dated  the  11  th  ultimo,  and  trust  that  the  result  will  be 
satisfactory.  The  arrangement  of  the  depot  was  so  complete  in  stowage 
that  no  time  was  lost  in  securing  it,  and  I  feel  great  pleasure  in  reporting 
to  you  the  good  conduct  and  wish  of  every  person  employed  on  this  service 
to  carry  out  your  orders . 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)       John  F.  Loney,  Master. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Sledge  "  Reward"  between  the 
12th  and  IQth  of  April,  1853. 

Taesdiiy,  April  12th.— Left  the  ship  at  8h.  p.m.,  and  proceeded  to  the 


Noon,  —  7°     -     Calm,  o.  m. 


Noon,  —  10°  -  „  o.  m. 
8h.  P.M.  -  6°     -       „    o.  m. 


Sh.  A.3I.  -  17°  S.S.E.  1.  0.  m. 
Noou,  +  4°     -       -       S.  4. 


westward.  Stopped  for  lunch  at  noon,  and  proceeded  at  12h.  30in.  Arrived  ^-^  ^'^^ 
at  Village  Point  at  5h.  p.m.  Pitched  for  the  night.    Observed  about  half  a 
mile  of  open  water  between  this  point  and  Pioneer  Island.     Distance  tra- 
velled, 8  miles. 

Wednesday,  April  13^/i.— Proceeded  at  7h.  30m.  a.m.  to  the  northward.  "  ■    ■  Caim,o.m 

At  lOh.  observed  a  bear  approaching  the  sledge,  which  was  eventually  cap- 
tured, after  its  having  idlled  one  dog.  Stopped  to  skin  the  bear  and  dog. 
Lunch,  and  proceeded  at  12h.  30m.  At  5h.  30m.  pitched  for  the  night 
near  the  old  depot  point.    Distance  travelled,  8  miles. 

Thursday,  April  \Ath. — Proceeded  at  7h.30m.  about  N.N.E.  over  a  rough 
floe,  which  continued  until  noon.     Stopped  for  lunch,  and  proceeded  at  girr.M.^-^s"  s.w.  g.  o.  m.  d 
12h.  30m.  with  a  smooth  fJoe  and  fair  wind  until  5h.  30m.,  and  then  pitciied 
for  the  night  about  one  mile  to  the  northward  of  the  Star  Bluff.  Distance 

travelled,  12  miles.  _  ^„  60m 

Friday,  Ap?'il  I5th. — -Proceeded  at7h.30m.  with  a  fair  wind  towards  the  Noon,'  -  4°    -  „  '4.  c  m 
Wall  Cliff.    Rounded  it  at  1  Ih.  a.m.,  and  proceeded  about  E.S.E.  towards  a  sk  p.m.  -  8°  -  -  Caim,  o.ml 
low  point  about  7  or  8  miles  distant.     Stopped  at  noon  for  lunch,  and  pro- 
ceeded at  r2h.30m.  At  3h.  observed  a  bear  approaching,  which  took  alarm  at 
seeing  the  sledge,  and  went  away  in  another  direction.  At  6h.  30m.  pitched 

for  the  night  on  a  low  gravel  point.    Distance  travelled,  12  miles.  ^    ^^^^^  ^  ^  ^ 

Saturday,  April  iQth. — At  7h.  30m.  commenced  securing  the  depot  of  jsfoon^^l~4o  .'n.w.  5.  o."^. 
provisions  on  the  highest  part  of  the  point.     Completed  it  at  llh.  a.m.,  and  8h.  p.m.  -  24°  -  w.  o.  cm. 
erected  a  cairn  and  staff  over  it;  lunched,  and  proceeded  at  12h.  30m.  on  our 
return  to  the  ship.  In  consequence  of  the  strong  wind  and  low  temperature 
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Mr.  Loney*a  Journal, 
1853. 


8h.  A.M,  —  f)° 

Noon,  -  11" 
8h.  P.M.  —  4° 


7h.  A.M.+  12' 
Noon,  —  7°  - 
8h.  P.M.— 8°  - 

8h.  A.M.  —  13° 
Noon,  —  10" 


West,  G.  o.  ni.  d. 
-  West,  4.  in.  d. 
-    Calm,  b.  m 


West,  3.  o.  m. 
N.W.  1.  h.m. 

-  N.  3.  b.  m. 

-  Calm,  b.  c. 
-N.W.  4,  b.  c. 


the  people  suffered  very  much  from  repeated  frostbites.  Reached  the  Wall 
Cliff  at  4h.  P.M.,  and  pitched  for  the  night.  Distance  travelled,  7  miles. 

Sunday,  April  I'Jth. — All  hands  complained,  more  or  less,  of  their  eyes; 
one  man  so  bad  as  to  require  to  })e  led  the  whole;  day.  Proceeded  at  9h.  .'iOm. 
Stopped  at  noon  for  lunch,  and  proceeded  at  12h..'i0m.,  with  fine  weather.  At 
5h.  30m.  stopped,  and  pitched  for  the  night  about  half  way  between  Star 
Bluff  and  the  Old  Depot  Point.    Distance  travelled,  9  miles. 

Mo7iday,  April  I8th. — At  7h.  30m.  a.m.  proceeded  towards  the  Old  Depot 
Point,  and  arrived  there  at  Ilh.  Improved  the  cairn;  lunched,  and  pro- 
ceeded at  12h.  30m.  Picked  up  the  bear  and  dog  skin  at  3h.  p.m.,  and  arrived 
at  Village  Point  at  5h.  Pitched  for  the  night.  Distance  travelled,  14  miles. 

Tuesday,  /Ipril  \  ^fh. — At  7h.  30m.  proceeded  up  the  hill  at  Village  Point; 
improved  the  cairn,  and  returned.  Proceeded  at  lOh.  towards  the  ship. 
Stopped  at  noon  for  lunch,  and  at  2h.  p.m.  arrived  on  board.  With  the  excep- 
tion of  two  bears,  no  animals  of  any  sort  were  seen.  The  floe  was  generally 
good.  No  indications  of  the  missing  expedition  were  observed  during  our 
journey.    Distance  travelled,  8  miles. 

(Signed)       John  F.  Loney,  Master. 


20th  April,  1853. 

The  most  distant  land  seen  had  the  appearance  of  an  island  of  moderate 
height  (600  or  700  feet),  about  8  miles  distant  in  an  E.S.E.  direction  (true) 
from  the  depot ;  but  this  may  be  connected  with  the  main  land. 

J.  F.  L, 


An  Account  of  Weights,  &c.,  of  the  Sledge  "  Reward,"  between  the  11th  and 

19th  April  1853. 

lbs. 

Standing  weights   -       -       -       -       -       -       -       -  -571 

Weight  of  depot   -       -  600 

Provision  and  fuel,  10  daily  rations  for  7  men  (of  which  consumed 

155lbs.)  -       ^       --------  195 


Total  weight    -       -       -       -  l,.S66 


Weight  per  man      -       -       -       -  228 

Starting  date,  April  12th. 
Return  date,  April  19  th. 
Number  of  hours  travelling,  59. 
Number  of  miles  completed,  78. 

(Signed)       John  F.  Lonet, 

Master  in  Charge  of  the  Sledge  "  Reward." 


Enclosure  No.  10.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Mr.  Allard,  Master,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

H.  M.  Steam  Tender  "  Pioneer,"  Northumberland  Sound, 
Sir,  April  21st,  1853. 

In  accordance  to  your  wishes,  I  have  the  honour  to  lay  before  you  a 
brief  outline  of  the  proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Enterprize" 
under  my  command,  between  the  4th  and  Qth  of  April  1853. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  H.  Allard,  Master. 


Mr.  Alliud's  Journal,        .JouuNAL  of  the  PuocEHDiNQS  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Entkrprize," 

between  the  4th  and  Qth  of  April,  1853. 

9h.  .30m.  A.M.  left  tlic  ship,  and  ])rocecded  to  the  south-eastward,  passing 
April  41),,  Mon.Jiiy.        '«  Assistancc"  Jshmd;  weather  foggy;  wind  light  from  S.E.  Noon,  lunched. 

12h.  30rn.  procc^eded.  Ih.  2()m.  p.m.  rounded  point  of  peninsula  into  a 
deep  bay.    .'Mi.  10m.  passed  point  (/;)  mentioned  in  my  orders.   4h.  arrived 
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at  next  point  beyond  it ;  pitched  tent ;  had  pemmican,  &c.    The  ice  in  the  Distance  tiaveiied.atouts  miles 
bay  in  which  we  were  this  d&y  travelhn^  was  a  series  of  knolls,  very  smooth 
and  slippery. 

Vh  30m.  ascended  the  hill,  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  the  state  of        Tuesday  sth,  a.ji. 
the  ice  to  the  E.  and  S.E.,  and  to  erect  a  cairn  on  the  most  commandi  g  g;-^;'  cS^o.o.m/' 
part  of  the  hill.    'I'hc  weather  being  thick  w^ould  not  admit  of  my  having    eh.  p.m.  Cahu,  o.  b. 
a  view  in  the  required  direction,  and  after  the  cairn  was  built  I  returned  to 
the  tent.    At  12h.  30m.  lunched,  and  at  Ih.  p.m.  packed  up  to  return  to 

,  ,   *  Distance travelled,ahout4mile 

the  ship. 

5h.  30m.  encamped  on  point  of  peninsula.  Wednesday  eth,  am. 

7h.  30m.  packed  up,  and  proceeded. 
Noon,  arrived  on  board. 

3h.  30m.  P.M.  left  the  ship,  and  proceeded  to  the  eastward,  up  a  deep  Caim,  o.b. 
bay.    Gh.  15m.  encamped  about  5  miles  from  ship,  on  a  point  in  the  bay. 

7h.  breakfasted.    7h.  30m.  proceeded  towards  a  point  about  l^-  miles       Thursday,  7th,  a.m. 
from  tent,  leaving  the  tent  behind;  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour  after  leaving  oh.  a.m.  North^L  to^3.j).m.q. 
we  were  overtaken  by  a  sudden  gale,  which  obhged  us  to  return  to  the  Heavy^snow  drift.' 
tent,  where  we  remained  until  noon;  the  gale  moderated.     12h.  30m.  Noon,  n.n.e.  i.  to  4.  b.q. 
packed  up  and  proceeded. 

Ih.  30m.  arrived  at  the  foot  of  a  steep  precipice;  ascended  it,  and  erected  7h.  p.m.  n.n.e.  i.  to  3.  b,  q. 
a  cairn ;  had  a  good  view  with  a  telescope ;  the  ice  to  the  S.  and  S.E. 
appeared  very  uneven,  at  the  same  time  I  noticed  a  great  deal  of  mirage. 
7h.  encamped  for  the  night  at  the  foot  of  precipice. 

7h.  30m.  packed  up  and  proceeded  to  a  point  about  1  mile  north  of  us  ;         p^day,  sth. 
left  the  sledge  on  the  point,  and  ascended  to  the  highest  part  of  the  land,  7h.A.M.NorthtoN.w.  i.toa. 
taking  our  luncheon  with  us.   Noon,  lunched.   6h.  p.m.  returned  to  sledge,  ^- 1- 
and  encamped,  having  erected  a  cairn  with  flag  and  staff  on  the  most  Srp.M.  North  s.'k 
prominent  part, 

7h.  30m.  A.M.  packed  up,  and  arrived  on  board  the  ship  at  llh.  30m.,  Saturday, 9th. 

having  made  about  5  miles.  sh.  a.m.  North  to  n.w.  i.  to  4 

(Signed)       J.  H.  Allard,  Master, 

and  Officer  in  Charge  of  the  Sledge. 


Enclosure  No.  11.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Mr.  Grove,  Mate,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

H.  M.  Ship  "  Assistance,"  Northumberland  Sound, 
Sir,  April  22d,  1853. 

I  beg  to  enclose  you  a  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's 
Sledge  "  Enterprize,"  between  the  10th  and  20th  of  April,  and  trust  it  will 
meet  with  your  approbation.  It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  inform  you  of 
the  good  conduct  of  the  men  under  my  command  ;  they  all  did  their  duty, 
and  did  it  cheerfully. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Jas.  Blair  Groye,  Mate. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  H.  M.  Sledge  "  Enterprize,"  from  the         ^^I'  ^^^''^  ^J^f^ 

1 0th  of  April  to  the  20th.  Journd^8o3. 

4.  P.M.  left  the  ship  in  company  with  the  sledges  "  Sir  Edward,"  "  John  Sunday,  loth. 
Barrow,"  "  Reliance,"  "  Lady  Franklin,"  and  "  Success,"  under  the  orders  of  ^^^^^^^^  « 
Commander  Richards.    9h.  encamped  off  the  N.W.  end  of  Spit  Island. 

9h.  40.  had  tea. 

5.  A.M.  called  the  cook.  6h.  breakfasted.  Wind  N.N.E.  3.  c.  o.  7h.  10m.  ^       Monday,  nth. 
started  in  company  with  Commander  Richards,  and  proceeded  towards  ]')i™ance\raVXd,Tmiies. 
Cape  Lady  Franklin.    Floe  very  heavy.    Halted  at  quarter  to  12  ;  had  Temp,  at  5h.  p.m. -r. 
lunch.    12h.  15m.  proceeded,  following  the  same  road  that  the  parties  had 

previously  made  in  taking  the  depot  out.    4h.  30m.  pitched.     6h.  had 
pemmican  and  tea. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    6h.  2Gm.  had  breakfast;   packed    the  sledge.  '^TTm  ^'^ 

Wind  N.W.  3.  c.  o.  m.  s. ;  a  thick  unpleasant  morning,  accompanied  with  '^'^""p-^*^  .a.m.- 
II.  S 
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jyistance  travelled,  7  miles. 


Temp,  at  5h.  p.m.- 5°. 

Wednesday,  ISth. 
Temp,  at  Cli.  a.m.  -  11°. 


Distance  travelled,  8  miles. 


Temp,  at  Gh.  p.m. 

X  26°  outside. 

X  15°  m  tent. 

Thursday,  14tli. 
Temp,  at  eh.  a.m.  -11° 
Distance  travelled,  7  miles. 
Temp,  at  6li.  p.m. 

—  7°  outside. 

—  2°  in  tent. 


Friday,  ISth. 

Temp,  at  6h.  a.m. 

—  25°  outside. 

-15°  in  tent. 
Distance  travelled,  9  miles. 


Saturday,  16th. 

Temp,  at  7h.  a.m. 

—  25°  outside. 

— 14°  in  tent. 
Distance  travelled,  24  miles. 


Temp,  at  noon  -24°. 


Sunday,  17th. 
Temp,  at  Gh.  .'{Om.  a.m.  -19 


Distance  travelled,  12  miles. 
Temp,  at  Gli.  p.m.  —  5°. 

Monday,  1 8th. 

Temp.  !it  7h.  a.m. 
—  1 2''  outHide. 
+  2"  in  tent. 


Distance  tnivi'llcd,  M  iriilcs. 
Temp,  at  .Oli.  r  .m. 

—  !.'{''  oiitsido. 

zero  in  tent. 

Tueiiduy,  Jinli. 


snow.  7I1.  proceeded  under  sail,  steering  for  the  Queen's  Causeway,  course 
by  compass  N.E.  by  E.  1  Ih.  35m.  stopped  to  lunch.  12h.  i5nj.  proceeded 
under  sail,  snow  still  falling. 

3h.  10m.  weather  cleared  a  little  ;  observed  east  end  of  S[)it  Island  bear- 
ing N.E.  ;  wind  north,  2.  c.  o.    4h.  10m.  stopped  and  pitcfied. 

6h.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  10m.  breakfasted.  Calm,  o.  c.o.m.  6h.  '.'>0m. 
packed  the  sledge  and  proceeded,  steering  for  the  Queen's  Causeway ; 
Captain  Richards  having  previously  marked  the  way  through  the  humtnocks 
with  pikes,  bamboos,  &c.  &c.  Road  excessively  rough.  Divided  the 
crews  so  as  to  double-bank  the  sledges.  I'he  "  ^'\r  Edward,"  "  John  Bar- 
row," and  "  Reliance"  proceeded. 

9h.  20m.  crews  returned.  "  Lady  Franklin,""  Success,"  and"  l^nterprize" 
went  on.  Found  that  the  "  Reliance"  had  broken  down  in  going  over  a 
steep  hummock.  lOh.  40m.  unloaded,  stowed  sledge  afresh,  and  took  "  Re- 
liance's" boat  on.  llh.  10m.  had  lunch.  11m.  20m.  "  Reliance"  came  up, 
having  been  repaired  by  the  carpenters.  Received  two  hands  from  her  to 
assist  in  dragging  the  boat.  1  Ih.  30m.  proceeded.  Floe  smoother,  but 
still  very  rough.  3h.  observed  the  sun  bearing  S.  47"  .W.  4h.  30m.  en- 
camped. 6h.  had  pemmican  and  tea.  Thomas  Barber,  sailmaker,  complained 
of  a  sore  throat,  and  not  feeling  very  well,  gave  him  some  flannel  for  his 
throat,  and  administered  two  rhubarb  pills. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  breakfasted.  Thomas  Barber  felt  much  better 
this  morning.  6h.  45m.  struck  the  tent,  packed  and  proceeded ;  steering 
for  the  extreme  of  mainland.  Thick  hazy  morning,  wind  north,  3.  c.  o.  m. 
A  considerable  quantity  of  snowdrift,  llh,  30m.  stopped  for  lunch.  12h. 
proceeded.  4h.  15m.  pitched  one  mile  from  the  land.  .5h.  10m.  had  pemmi- 
can and  tea. 

4h.  30m,  called  the  cook.  5h,  30m.  had  breakfast ;  struck  the  tents, 
packed  the  sledge.  6h.  30m.  started ;  wind  N.W.  4.  b.  c,  cold  morning, 
wind  very  cutting,  llh.  40m.  stopped  for  lunch.  12h.  wind  shifted  to 
S.W.    12h.  10m.  proceeded  under  sail. 

5h.  stopped  and  pitched.    7h.  40m.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

4h.  30m.  called  the  cook.  7h.  breakfasted ;  wind  shifted  during  the 
middle  watch  to  W.  by  N.  4.  c.  o.  m.  Good  deal  of  snow  drift  flying  about. 
7h.  30m.  packed  and  started,  steering  for  outer  Deception  Point ;  very 
thick  unpleasant  weather ;  several  of  the  men  were  frostbitten  in  the  face, 
but  applying  a  warm  hand  to  the  spot  soon  restored  circulation,  and  no  ill 
effects  were  experienced. 

llh.  20m.  pitched.  12h.  had  lunch.  Ih.  served  out  the  depots  to  the 
several  sledges. 

4h.  30m.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

7h.  received  a  despatch  for  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  and  my 
orders  from  Commander  Richards  to  return  to  the  ship  with  all  despatch. 
Wind  W.  by  N.  5.  to  6.  c.o.m. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  30m.  breakfasted.  Wind  W.  by  N.  4.  b.  c. 
'•  Turned  the  boat  over  to  "  Reliance  ;"  packed  the  sledge.  7h.  30m.  Captain 
Richards  and  party  started,  steering  about  W.N.W.;  parted  from  them  with 
tiirec  hearty  cheers,  which  they  returned ;  they  were  all  in  good  health  and 
high  spirits. 

7h.  40m.  made  sail  and  started,  steering  E.  by  S.  9h.  40m.  passed 
Friday's  encampment.  12h.  lunched.  4h.  encamped  on  the  land  about 
three  miles  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin.  Wind  W.  by  N. 
G.  to  7.  c.o.m.  with  heavy  snow  drift.  5h.  10m.  had  pemmican  and  tea.  Saw 
numerous  tracks  of  deer. 

5h.  3()m.  called  tlie  cook.  6!i.  30m.  breakfasted.  7h.  30m.  packed  the 
sledge  iind  proceeded  under  sail  ;  wind  W.  by  N.  4.  e.  o.  in.;  steering  E.  by  N. 
for  the  Queen's  Causeway.  12h.  lunched.  I2h.  30m.  proceeded  ;  weather 
cleared  up  i  little  ;  wind  still  the  same. 

3h,  20in  saw  the  fliig  at  the  entrance  of  Queen's  Causeway,  lli.  passed 
the  flag.  4h.  'Mhu.  pitched ;  wind  W.  by  N.,  3.  b.  c.  ;  observed  a  very  fine 
parasilina  round  the  sun.    5h.  .30m.  had  tea  and  pemmican. 

.51).  40m.  called  the  cook.  Gh.  40m.  had  breakfast;  struck  the  tent  and 
packed  the  sledge.    7h.  3()m.  start(;d.    1  Ih.  30m.  lunched.    12h.  proceeded. 
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4h.  30m.  reached  the  N.W.  end  of  Spit  Island.    4h.  40m.  encamped.  Dur-      Mr.  Blair  Grove's 
ino-  this  afternoon,  while  about  half  a  mile  a  head  of  my  sledge,  I  stopped        Journal,  1853. 
under  a  glacier  on  the  west  side  of  Spit  Island,  and  was  somewhat  astonished  Distance  tra^dkd,  is  miles, 
to  find  an  echo,  not  to  the  voice,  but  to  any  noise  or  sound  on  the  ice,  which 
was  reverberated  with  great  distinctness.    Myself  and  most  of  the  men  felt 
a  prickling  and  burning  in  the  eyes,  Avhich  I  believe  is  precursory  to  snow 
blindness.    John  Green,  R.M.,  was  so  bad  that  I  thought  it  necessary  to 
drop  some  vinum  opii  in  his  eyes,  which  gave  him  relief.    .5h.  10m.  had 
pemmican  and  tea. 

(ih.  called  the  cook.    6h.  50m.  had  breakfast.    7h.  20m.  packed  the        Wednesday,  aoth. 
sledge  and  proceeded,  steering  for  the  ship.  Ih.  sighted  the  ships.  Ih.  15m.  Distance  traveUed,  e  miles, 
arrived  on  board, 

I  regret  to  say,  in  consequence  of  the  thick  w^eather  we  experienced  on 
our  passage  out,  and  the  distance  we  travelled  from  the  land,  it  was  impos- 
sible for  me  to  form  any  accurate  opinion  on  the  nature  of  the  coast.  I 
particularly  noticed,  and  perhaps  it  is  worthy  of  remark,  that  nearly  all  the 
large  cracks  on  the  ice  in  mid-channel  ran  nearly  north  and  south. 

The  pressure  of  ice  against  the  south  shore  must  be  immense,  as  large 
blocks  of  massive  ice  were  forced  up  on  end  to  the  height  of  20  or  30  feet ; 
this  was  not  confined  to  the  points  of  land,  but  seemed  to  be  universal  along 
the  whole  shore. 

(Signed)       Jas.  Blair  Grove,  Mate, 

late  in  Command  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Enterprize." 


Enclosure  No,  12.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter„ 
Copy  of  Orders  to  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  Sledge  "  Victory."  Orders  to.Lt,.€heync, 

By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Assistance,"  and  commanding  the  Arctic  Squadron. 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  complete  provisions  for  ten  days,  and  taking  Two  days  addt.  of  some  articles, 
command  of  Her  Majestj^'s  sledge  "  The  Victory,''  proceed  as  by  annexed 
route  to  Cape  Becher,  and  there  deposit  at  the  hill  cairn  the  despatches 
with  which  you  are  charged  (unless  under  last  P.S.) 

Examine  carefully  for  any  communication  left  by  Commander  Pullen's 
division ;  complete  the  cairn  to  one  of  conspicuous  dimensions ;  hoist  the 
flag  and  lash  {aloft,  if  possible)  the  cask  containing  the  letters,  burying  10  ^^^o  the  caution  relative  to 
feet  due  north  from  it,  where  the  last  should  be  found,  a  second  notice  of  ^^^^^^ 
your  visit. 

You  will  then  carefully  examine  the  depot  placed  beneath  the  hill  in 
August  last,  of  which  you  will  receive  full  information  from  Mr.  Loney, 
and  judge  from  outward  appearance  {not  to  open  any  cases)  whether  it  had 
been  disturbed  by  bears. 

Your  motions  must  be  rapid,  and  therefore  I  will  not  encumber  you 
with  any  instructions  as  to  any  special  search  or  examination  of  coast,  at 
this  snow-clad  season ;  but  you  will  observe  with  a  vigilant  eye,  and  note 
very  carefully  on  your  forward  and  correct  on  backward  movements  every 
bird's  eye  view  of  the  land  indentations,  &c.,  as  may  be  useful  either  to 
ships  or  boats  for  refuge  in  navigating  that  side  of  the  channel. 

At  every  station  at  which  you  may  have  occasion  to  halt  leave  some 
mark  and  cairn  paper,  but  not  for  any  short  stoppage.  I  allude  to  camp- 
ing only. 

As  other  very  important  duty  awaits  the  return  of  this  sledge,  I  must 
exhort  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours  to  complete  this  service  in  the 
shortest  possible  period,  deviating  neither  right  nor  left  for  any  purpose 
whatever. 

You  will  of  course  closely  examine  with  telescope  every  possible  spot 
where  boats  or  persons  may  have  left  marks,  but  not  to  be  led  astray  after 
them,  unless  they  are  so  evident  as  to  compel  your  coming  to  the  conclu- 
sion that  the}^  are  those  either  of  the  "  North  Star"  or  of  the  missing 
expedition. 

Instead  of  selecting  the  snug  hollow  of  some  sheltered  bay  for  yoor 
bivouack,  I  should  wish  you  to  make  an  eflfort  to  gain,  or  stop  short  at  a 

S  2 
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Orders  to  Lt.  Clicyiie.  projection,  whicli  ])y  your  cairn  may  serve  as  a  guide  from  stage  to  stage, 
to  indicate  the  projier  course  between  these  positions,  and  possibly  aid  our 
missing  friends  to  find  relief. 

It  is  needless  for  me  to  exhort  you  to  make  good  use  of  your  eyes  and 
intellect.  The  subject  of  our  important  mission  has  b'ien  most  fully  and 
frequently  discussed  by  the  leading  officers;  and  my  general  memoranda 
may  serve  to  aid  you  in  remarking  upon  the  various  phenomena  of  tides, 
winds,  pressure,  seal  holes,  &c.,  which  will  doubtless  present  themselves  to 
your  notice. 

You  will  keep  a  careful  journal  of  your  proceedings,  and  deliver  the 
same  to  me  within  a  reasonable  period  after  your  return,  duly  signed. 

I  now,  therefore,  commit  this  duty  to  your  direction,  wishing  you  every 
success  and  health  and  vigour  to  return  you  safely. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
Northumberland  tSound,  this  21st  day  of  April,  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Biilcher,  Captain, 

Commanding  Expedition. 

If  strong  winds,  or  other  imperative  causes,  should  o]:;erate  to  render  your 
ascent  to  the  upper  cairn  impossible,  you  will  deposit  the  letters,  &c.  at  the 
depot,  Avith  the  caution  papers,  &c.  hlled  up  by  yourself,  and  the  track  route 
with  which  you  have  been  furnished.  Nothing  that  can  in  any  manner 
impede  your  return  after  the  deposit  of  the  letters  is  to  be  entertained. 

(  Signed)       E.  B. 


Lt.  Cheyne's  Journal,  Lieutenant  Cheyne  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kniarht,  C.B. 

1853.  T         A/r  • 

— —  Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Victory." 

H.M.  Ship,  "  Assistance,"  Winter  Quarters,  Northumberland  Sound, 
Sn-,  Thursday,  April  28th,  1853. 

Having  received  your  instructions  relative  to  my  proceedings  on  the 
journey  to  Cape  Becher,  I  started  with  a  small  runner  sledge  and  12  days 
provisions  for  the  party,  consisting  of  six  men  and  myself,  as  follows  : — 


Names. 

Rank  or  Rating. 

Ship. 

lbs. 

Total  weight  -  7uO 
Weight  per  man  125 

Lieutenant  Cheyne 
Mr.  Kerr  (amateur) 
James  Beams 
Isaac  Barnett 
Christopher  Pond 
James  Macai'tney 
Robert  Urquliart  -       '  - 

Lieutenant    -        -  - 
Carpenter   -  - 
Captain  of  Sledge 
Captain  Maintop  - 
Carpenter  s  Crew 
A.B.  -        -        -  - 
KM. 

"  Assistance." 

» 

>; 
); 
J) 

>5 

Thursday,  April  21s f. 

At  Ih.  45m.  P.M.  Ave  left  the  ship  for  Cape  Becher  with  the  letters  from 
Her  Majesty's  ships  "  Assistance"  and  "  Pioneer,"  in  a  small  chilli  cask ; 
made  sail  with   a  light    breeze  from  N.N.W.  ;  steering    S.S.E.  6. 
First  Journey  8',  miles.     passcd  Pcinmican  Poiut ;  found  the  cairn  undisturbed.    7h.  30m.  pitched 
Travelled  .Mi.  4r,m.  for  the  night  midway  between  Pemmican  Point  and  Point  Repose.   I'he  floe 

has  })een  good  and  smooth. 

Friday,  '"I'M. 

8h.  30m.  A.M.  Started;  weather  very  hnc,  light  breeze  from  N.N.W. 
9h.  45m.  passed  inside  Point  Repose  cairn,  flag  on  cairn  undisturbed. 
Ih.  I'.M.  pitched  for  lunch,  oft' the  centre  of  Hungry  Bay.  Mr.  Kerr,  owing 
to  I'atigue,  has  been  walking  behind  tlie  sledge  during  the  forenoon. 
2h.  P.M.  got  under  weigh,  still  under  sail.  .'ih.  on  looking  back,  saw 
Mr.  Kerr  lying  on  the  floe  about  ten  yards  astern  of  sledge ;  picked  him 
up;  fourid  him  coinphtining  of  sundry  ])ains  in  diderent  parts  of  his  body, 
and  apjjarently  not  able  to  stand  upriglit  without  sup])ort;  so  we  put  his 
warm  boots  on,  a  couple  of  large  grey  frocks,  and  bagged  him  in  two  of  the 
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sleeping  bags,  placed  him  on  sledge,  lashed  the  tent  loosely  over  him,  and  Lt.  Cheyne's  Journal, 
proceeded  on  again,  passing  Long  Island  and  steering  for  a  point  inside  1853. 

Mount  Barrow,  as  there  appeared  to  be  an  opening  through.    6h.  pitched   

on  the  floe,  weather  coming  on  foggy.    Leaving  the  party  to  rest,  I  took    Second  journey,  15  miles. 

James  M  acartney  with  me,  and  walked  on  to  the  point,  a  distance  of  about  ^'''^^'^li^'i  9^- 

2h  miles ;  on  arriving  there  we  found  there  Avas  no  passage,  the  opening 

that  we  had  seen  being  a  beautiful  little  harbour,  in  the  centre  of  which 

was  a  large  bear  and  two  small  cubs ;  as  they  were  too  far  from  the  tent 

to  turn  them  to  any  use,  we  walked  towards  them  until  they  turned  after  us, 

and  then  made  the  best  of  our  way  back  to  the  tent,  making  sure  they 

would  follow  us  ;  however,  from  their  not  doing  so,  and  judging  from  their 

gambols  round  a  hummock  when  we  first  saw  them,  I  concluded  they  had 

captured  a  seal  and  would  not  leave  it.    At  8h.  p.m.  we  got  back  to  the  tent 

and  found  Mr.  Kerr  getting  on  nicely,  and  much  better  since  his  rest  and 

pemmican.    The  floe  had  been  pretty  good  during  the  forenoon,  but  since 

lunch  it  has  been  rough  and  hummocky.    Wind  still  N.N.W. ;  weather 

foggy- 


Saturday/,  23d. 

7h.  30.  A.M.  got  under  weigh;  breeze  fair;  weather  still  foggy;  rounding 
the  point  of  Mount  Barrow,  the  ice  is  very  hummocky  off  this  point. 
Oh.  30m.  P.M.  pitched  for  lunch  at  a  point  where  two  large  hillocks  of 
gravel  are  thrown  up  by  the  ice ;  from  this  point,  Cape  Becher  and  Baillie 
Hamilton  Island  are  in  sight.  The  pressure  of  ice  here  is  immense ;  as 
far  as  the  eye  can  reach  from  an  elevation  of  60  feet,  it  would  be  impossible 
for  a  man  either  to  wend  his  way  through  it,  or  to  climb  over  it,  let  alone 
being  able  to  take  a  sledge  through  ;  a  ship  or  boat  would  stand  no  chance 
if  involved  in  a  pack  like  this.  Close  by  the  hillocks  Ave  made  a  cairn  of 
graA^el,  and  deposited  a  notice  of  our  visit  in  the  centre.  F'rom  this  point 
I  saAv  by  the  aid  of  my  glass  the  cairn  on  the  summit  of  Cape  Becher.  At 
Ih.  30m.,  P.M.,  Ave  started  again,  and  continued  on  until  6  o'clock,  AA'henthe 
people  being  quite  fagged  out,  we  pitched  among  the  lighter  hummocks  in 
the  entrance  to  Sir  Robert  Inglis  Bay.  The  heaA^y  pack  extends  a  long  way  Third  Joumey,  15  miles, 
up  this  bay,  and  Ave  have  to  ronnd  it.  This  must  be  where  Captain  Penny  Travelled  dh.  30m. 
saAV  open  Avater  on  his  visit  to  Cape  Becher,  and  I  have  no  doubt  from  its 
appearance,  that  it  will  shortly  break  up  Avith  the  tides  as  soon  as  the  tem- 
perature alloAVS  the  Avater  to  Avork  up  through  the  numerous  small  cracks 
and  crevices. 

Mr.  Kerr  has  been  walking  on  all  day,  not  being  able  to  drag.  We  have 
been  under  sail  with  a  fair  wind,  weather  clear  again  during  the  afternoon. 
The  travelling  is  very  bad  indeed,  the  sledge  going  over  nothing  but  hum- 
mocks and  small  cracks  the  Avhole  afternoon,  and  almost  the  whole  day. 
A  bear  and  tAvo  cubs  haA^e  passed  along  here,  supposed  to  be  the  same  ones 
that  we  saAV. 


Sunday,  2Aitli. 

7h.  55m.  A.M.  sledge  under  weigh  ;  had  a  very  long  round  to  make  up 
Sir  Robert  Inghs  Bay,  keeping  Cape  Becher  about  seven  points  on  the 
beam  almost  all  forenoon  ;  ice  very  rough  indeed  when  Ave  are  travelling. 
I  haA^e  lost  the  use  of  my  left  eye  from  snow  blindness  in  picking  a  road 
for  the  sledge  among  the  hummocks ;  kept  a  handkerchief  full  of  snow 
over  it  all  day ;  ray  right  eye,  Avhich  had  been  bad  yesterday,  I  can  for- 
tunately use  again.  Ih.  p.ai.  pitched  for  lunch.  Mr.  KeiT  in  the  belt 
again  to-tlay.  2h.  started.  3h.  15m.  arrived  under  a  high  perpendicular 
cliff,  about  5  miles  N.E.  of  Cape  Becher ;  I  pitched  the  tent  here,  and 
wrote  a  letter  in  pencil  to  the  officer  commanding  sledge  party  from 
"  North  Star,"  containing  a  description  of  the  coast  betAveen  Cape  Becher 
and  Northumberland  Sound;  I  put  this  along  Avith  the  other  documents 
in  a  cylinder,  and  then  walked  on  for  the  cape  Avith  four  men,  leaving 
the  tent  at  4h,  10m.  6h.  arrived  at  a  long  sloping  point  running  off 
under  Cape  Becher ;  found  a  cairn  surmounted  by  a  blue  flag,  witii  a 
cylinder  lashed  to  a  bamboo  staff ;  opened  the  cyhnder,  and  found  a  letter 

S  ?. 
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Lt.  Cheyne's  Journal,    from  Commander  Pullen  to  tlic  officer  commanding  sledge  party  from 
]853.  "Assistance"  or  "Pioneer,"  which  informed  mc  that  letters,  despatches, 

and  newspapers  (brought  out  from  England  Ir/  Captain  Ingleficid,  R.N.) 
were  buried  underneath.  We  then  dug  out  the  cairn  (which  was  a  large 
heap  of  gravel),  found  a  small  chilli  cask  only;  continued  digging  until 
we  struck  the  frozen  bottom  ;  v/e  then  substituted  the  cask  of  letters  from 
our  own  ships,  and  filled  in  again  ;  lashed  our  cylinder  on  the  barnl)oo,  but 
higher  up,  and  placed  a  yellow  flag  under  Captain  Pullen's  blue  one.  Wc 
then  went  up  to  the  hill  cairn ;  found  documents  left  by  Mr.  Penny  and 
Stewart  in  a  lucifer  match  box,  but  nothing  else  ;  close  to  the  cairn  lay  a 
broken  duck's  egg,  empty,  but  very  recently  laid,  as  the  inside  skin  was 
quite  fresh  and  limp ;  I  suppose  it  to  have  been  carried  there  by  a  bird, 
most  likely  by  a  burgomaster.  From  this  hill  not  a  drop  of  water  or 
particle  of  rotten  ice  is  to  be  seen  in  any  direction,  but  the  ice  is  very 
much  packed,  with  only  a  small  piece  of  smooth  floe  here  and  there.  All 
round  the  cape  itself  the  large  hummocks  are  forced  up  to  high-water 
mark.  On  a  bluff  headland,  about  5  miles  east  of  this,  is  a  cairn,  for  which 
Fourth  Journey,  1 6  miles.  I  started,  along  with  Jamcs  Macartney,  at  7h.  30m.  p.m.;  but  owing  to  a 
Travelled  i2h.  10  m.  strong  wiud  and  drift  coming  on,  we  turned  back,  and  arrived  at  the  tent 

by  lOh.  P.M.,  having  been  six  hours  from  the  tent.  A  gale  of  wind  came 
on  as  soon  as  we  got  back,  and  the  squalls  off  the  high  cliff  were  so  strong 
as  to  blow^  the  tent  down,  although  it  was  secured  doubly ;  the  tent  pikes 
bent  very  much,  but  did  not  carry  away  ;  the  tent  blew  down  from  the 
pick  jumping  out  of  the  ice,  to  which  the  fore-guy  was  fast.  The  ice  was 
cracking  about  us  all  night  long,  as  it  was  the  top  of  spring-tides,  and  our 
tent  was  at  about  high-water  mark,  or  a  little  below  it.  There  is  no 
harbour  in  Sir  Robert  Inglis  Bay,  as  it  lies  quite  open  to  the  force  of  the 
pack.  I  was  within  half  an  hour's  walk  of  the  head  of  it,  and  could  see  no 
opening ;  and  there  can  be  none,  unless  the  apparent  head  of  the  bay  is  an 
island  nearly  touching  the  mainland  at  each  extreme.  Round  the  point  of 
Cape  Becher,  under  the  hill  cairn,  is  a  natural  cave,  like  what  I  am  told 
the  depot  is  buried  in,  but  it  is  full  of  drift,  and  would  take  much  time  to 
dig  out,  even  with  a  large  body  of  men.  Considering  the  importance  of 
reaching  the  ship  without  delay,  I  determined  not  to  proceed  to  Cape 
Majendie,  where  1  savf  the  other  cairn  ;  and  as  my  eyes  were  very  much 
inflamed,  I  shifted  from  day  to  night  travelling,  to  prevent  my  getting 
blind  altogether. 

Monday,  2bth. 
Shifting  from  day  to  night  travelling. 

2h.  P.M.  breakfasted ;  6h.  30m.  p.m.  sledge  under  weigh ;  rounded  Sir 
Robert  Inglis  bay  inside  the  old  track  by  a  good  distance,  for  the  purpose 
of  getting  a  smoother  floe.  Midnight,  pitched  for  lunch  on  the  same  spot 
where  we  encamped  on  Saturday  evening  the  23d. 

Tuesday^  ^Qth. 

Pifth  Journey,  i2i  miles,  4h.  20m.  A.M.  arnvcd  at  the  point  where  the  hillocks  of  gravel  are  thrown 
Travelled  loh.  ^p^  whicli  I  call  Point  Pressure  in  my  rough  journal ;  re-dated  the  docu- 

ments I  had  buried,  notifying  my  return,  and  proceeded.  5h.  30m.  a.m. 
pitched  for  the  day  at  next  point ;  people  very  fatigued.  I  have  taken 
the  right  leading  track  belt  since  'ih.  a.im.,  as  I  wish  to  get  with  all  speed 
to  the  sliip.  8h.  i'.m.  sledge  under  weigh,  Avcather  cold,  and  wind  right 
ahead  ;  t()o1<  leading  l)eit. 

Wednesday,  27th. 

111.  A.M.  i)itched  I'or  hineh,  having  only  stopped  three  times  in  five  hours, 
although  going  over  hummocky  ground  the  whole  way  and  cutting  our  own 
road  before  us,  taking  a  diflerent  line  from  that  in  Avhich  we  went  out  on; 
Rixtii  Joiirnoy,  i!U  miioH.    our  luiiching  spot  was   about  five  miles   JN.N.W.  of  Mount  Barrow 
'riiiviii"!     .-ioiii.  Point.     Served  onl  hot  j)emnn'can  for  lunch  (making  forced  inarches). 

fill.  30m.  A.M.  pil,ehed  at  S.l<].  (lorner  of  Repose  P>ay,  a  little  way  out  on 
the  floe.  7h.  30m.  I'.M .  started;  a  very  strong  headwind  I'lom  N.W.  with 
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drift.  1  Oh.  passed  Pemmican  Point,  llh.  15m.  passed  Fox  Point.  Mid- 
night, pitched  for  lunch  midway  between  Fox  Point  and  Assistance  Island. 

Thursday,  2%th. 

Ih.  A.M.  started  again.    Ih.  45m.  sighted  the  ships.    3h.  45m.  arrived  ,j^,^,^eventhJou^^^ 
alonoside  the  ship;  reported  myself,  and  delivered  the  cask  from  "North 
Star;"  I  had  not  left  the  drag  rope  since  passing  Sir  Robert  Inglis  Bay, 
as  I  resolved  to  do  the  jom^ney  in  less  than  seven  days. 

Remarks. 

In  our  outward  and  backward  route,  a  good  look-out  was  kept  for  cairns,  Total  distance  travelled.  9 
or  marks  of  any  kind,  pieces  of  wood,  &c. ;  but  not  the  sligntest  thing  was 
seen  of  this  kind,  beyond  our  own  cairns,  and  not  a  trace  that  might  lead  you 
to  suppose  any  travelling  party  had  ever  passed  between  Cape  Becher 
and  Northumberland  Sound.  No  animals  were  seen  except  the  three  bears 
before  mentioned ;  not  a  single  bird  was  seen,  nor  any  tracks  even,  except- 
ing the  before-mentioned  bear  tracks.  No  water  was  seen  nor  any  cracks  in 
the  floe  larger  than  common.  From  the  appearance  of  the  ice  in  Queen's 
Channel,  the  movements  must  be  sudden,  rendering  it  evidently  a  dangerous 
part  of  the  coast  for  ships  to  be  much  in.  No  fossils  or  sea  deposits  were 
seen,  except  a  very  small  piece  of  black  sea- weed. 

The  travellmg  by  night  is  in  every  way  advantageous  ;  as  soon  as  the  sun 
is  on  the  horizon  at  midnight,  snow  blindness  is  prevented  ;  we  sleep  warmer 
in  day  time,  while  some  of  our  clothes  stand  a  chance  of  drying,  by  hanging 
them  on  a  line  in  the  sun,  and  we  do  not  get  so  warm  while  dragging  at 
night. 

Ship  Temperatures  during  this  Period. 


April  1853, 


Thursday  21st 

Friday  22d 

Saturday  23d 

Sunday  24th 

Monday  25th; 

Tuesday  26th 
Wednesday  27th 

Thursday  28th 


8h.  A.M. 


■12 

■  6 

■  8 
•13 

10 
9-5 


Noon. 


■  2-5 
■10 
■10 
3-5 


8h.  P.M. 


•12 
•10 
.  5 
■10 

■  4 

■  4-5 
3 


Midnt. 


-20 

-  7-5 

-  4 
-14 
-13 
-15 

-  3 


I  have  refrained  from  giving  any  sketch  or  plan  of  the  coast,  as  my  desire 
to  perform  the  journey  with  despatch  would  not  allow  me  to  make  an  ac- 
curate one.  I  merely  add  the  general  appearance  of  C  ape  Becher,  and  the 
point  running  off  from  it. 


7iil  Cairn. 


^^^:T::^^m7nmier  Pullens' Cairn. 


In  conclusion,  I  have  only  to  say,  I  trust  this  small  duty  has  been  performed 
to  your  entire  satisfaction. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  P.  Cheyne,  Lieutenant. 

I  cannot  let  this  go  in  without  telling  you  with  pleasure  of  the  very  loiUing 
and  cheerful  manner  in  which  the  sledge  crew  have  done  their  work,  and  the 
manner  in  which  they  also  strove  to  complete  the  journey  in  the  shortest 
time  possible. 
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Enclosure  No.  13.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Proceedings  of  Dr.  Ly all,  Dr.  Lyall  to  Sir  Edward  BEi,(;ni;R,  Knight,  C.B. 

1853. 

— •  Her  Miije.siy'H  .Slii|)  "  AsHistance,"  Northumborland  Sound, 

Sir,  May  :U],  185.'J,  lat.  7('f  r,2'  N.,  \i,u<^.  UT  W. 

In  compliance  with  the  orders  left  by  you,  that  I  should  report  to  you 
by  letter  my  proceedings  since  leaving  the  ship  on  the  lOth  ult.,  with  the 
division  of  sledges  under  the  orders  of  Commander  llieharfls,  so  that  a 
copy  might  be  forwarded  to  Cape  Becher  with  tlie  despatches  for  the 
Admiralty,  I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  my  return  to  the  ship  this 
day  at  11  a.m.,  having  accompanied  Captain  Richards' party  as  far  as 
lat.  N.  76°  27',  long.  W.  103°  18.' 

On  Sunday  the  10th  of  April,  at  4  p.m.,  I  left  the  ship  in  charge  of  the 
sledge  "  Lady  Franklin,"  in  company  with  the  sledges  "Sir  Edward," 
"  John  Barrow,"  "  Reliance,"  "  Success,"  and  "  Enterprize,"  the  whole 
under  the  orders  of  Commander  G.  H.  Richards.  The  first  night  we 
encamped  on  the  north  end  of  Spit  Island,  about  six  miles  from  the  ship. 
On  the  night  of  the  14th  Ave  were  about  two  or  three  miles  from  the  depot 
on  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  on  the  south  shore  of  Queen's  Channel.  On  the 
15th  we  crossed  the  entrance  of  a  channel  running  to  the  S.W.;  and  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  l6th,  the  sledge  "  Enterprize,"  Mr.  Grove,  deposited  on 
the  land  a  five  days'  depot  for  the  other  sledges  ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
17th  started  on  his  return  to  the  ship,  the  others  at  the  same  time  pro- 
ceeding to  the  westward.  Our  course  was  at  first  to  the  northward,  after- 
wards to  the  southward  of  west,  steering  from  point  to  point  of  the  land. 

At  4  P.M.  of  the  24th  we  reached  a  level  plain  running  out  from  a  high 
hill,  which  we  had  had  in  sight  for  some  days  previously,  and  which  has 
for  the  present  been  called  Cape  Fortune.  This,  by  Captain  Richards' 
dead  reckoning,  is  in  lat.  N.  76°  27',  long.  W.  i03°  18'.  Here  w^e  buried 
our  six  days'  depot  for  the  other  sledges,  covering  it  up  with  earth  and 
small  shingle,  there  being  no  stones  in  the  neighbourhood. 

On  the  morning  of  the  25th  the  "  Lady  Franklin"  started  on  her  return 
to  the  ship,  and  reached  the  first  depot  on  the  evening  of  the  29th.  On 
examination  it  was  found  that,  although  strongly  built  of  a  double  wall  of 
stone,  the  top  and  part  of  one  side  had  been  pulled  down,  and  several 
things  taken  out  of  the  cairn ;  but  the  only  signs  of  any  serious  damage 
done  was  an  empty  box,  which  was  supposed  to  have  contained  a  mixture 
of  stearine  and  oil  for  fuel.  The  articles  taken  out  were  replaced,  and  the 
cairn  strengthened  as  much  as  possible.  There  were  numerous  tracks  of 
bears  round  the  place. 

Finding  that  this  depot  had  been  disturbed,  I  thought  it  advisable  to 
examine  the  state  of  the  grand  one  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin.  On  reaching 
it  on  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  May,  1  found  that  the  flag  had  been  torn 
in  pieces,  two  oars  broken  through  the  middle,  two  large  casks  and  a  small 
one  rolled  away  from  the  side  of  the  boat,  and  a  number  of  preserved  meat 
tins  pulled  out  from  beneath  it.  Some  pieces  of  wood,  the  end  of  an  oar, 
and  a  leather  thong,  were  found  deeply  marked  by  the  teeth  of  some  large 
animal ;  but  so  far  as  we  could  see,  no  damage  had  been  done  to  any  of 
the  provisions.  The  only  tracks  of  animals  visible  were  the  fresh  foot- 
prints of  foxes  around  tlie  boat,  and  of  deer  in  the  vicinity ;  but  no  doubt 
this  must  have  been  the  work  of  bears  or  wolverines.  We  replaced  the 
caslcs,  &c.,  and  then  started  for  Northumberland  Sound,  following  the  old 
sledge  tracks  as  ch)sely  as  possible. 

Next  alternoon,  when  within  about  four  or  five  miles  of  Spit  Island,  we 
found  that  the  weight  of  snow  on  an  old  pack  had  broken  it  down  in  sevei-al 
places;  tiiere  were  hu'ge  cracks  and  lioles  tln-ougli  tlie  ice,  and  the  surface 
was  in  ninny  phices  covered  with  water,  in  conseciuence  of  which  we  all  got 
wet  feet,  and  two  of  the  men  fell  into  water  holes.  On  reaching  S})it 
Isliuid  wc  cncanipcd  for  tiie  night,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  3d  started 
for  the  ship,  where  we  arrived  at  11  a.m.  On  our  way  we  found  thattliere 
was  open  water  between  Spit  Island  and  the  low  island,  about  half  a  mile 
to  the  northwiird  of  it,  a,s  well  ;is  betwe(Mi  the  south  end  of  the  former 
island  and  the  o|)j)osite  point,  so  that,  in  all  ])r()l)al)ihty,  the  ice  suri-ounding 
this  island  will  l)reak  uj)  vei'y  early  in  the  S(^ason. 
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Although  we  had  the  temperature  for  three  successive  days  20°  below  Proceedings  of  Dr.  Lyall 
zero  when  we  started  in  the  morning,  and  although  on  one  of  those  days  we  1853. 
travelled  for  some  hours  against  a  strong  breeze,  we  were  fortunate  enough 
to  escape  with  only  superficial  frost-bites  of  the  face,  fingers,  and  toes,  none 
of  which  incapacitated  the  men  for  work. 

Besides  these  some  slight  cases  of  illness  occurred,  but  not  of  such  con- 
sequence as  to  prevent  the  men  from  sticking  to  the  drag  ropes. 

The  only  person  sent  back  as  unable  to  do  his  duty  was  a  man  named 
George  Harris,  A.B.,  of  the  "  Pioneer,"  attached  to  the  sledge  "  Reliance," 
who  complained  of  cough,  pains  in  the  chest,  and  cramps  in  the  region  of 
the  stomach.  Thomas  Marshall,  coxswain  of  the  launch,  H.M.S.  "  Assist- 
ance," one  of  the  crew  of  the  sledge  "  Lady  Franklin,"  was  sent  to  the 
"  Reliance  "  in  his  place. 

At  none  of  the  points  of  land  at  v/hich  we  touched  was  there  the  slightest 
trace  or  indication  of  man,  civilized  or  savage,  ever  having  been  there,  but 
the  foot-prints  and  dung  of  deer  and  hares  were  common,  and  eleven  or 
twelve  of  the  former  and  one  of  the  latter  w^ere  seen,  and  some  of  them 
fired  at,  but  none  were  killed. 

The  deer  were  said  to  be  entirely  white,  with  the  exception  of  one  buck, 
which  had  a  brown  spot  between  his  shoulders. 

At  Cape  Fortune  we  saw  the  track  of  a  large  animal  supposed  to  be  a 
musk  ox.  During  our  progress  to  the  westward  we  did  not  see  any  foot- 
prints of  bears,  but  on  our  return  found  them  numerous  and  of  several  sizes, 
apparently  following  the  outward  bound  sledges.  One  night  two  of  them 
had  been  within  twelve  or  fifteen  yards  of  our  tent,  although  the  dog  which 
we  had  with  us  gave  us  no  hint  of  their  vicinity.  We  occasionally  crossed 
the  track  of  a  fox,  and  found  numerous  marks  of  lemmings  far  out  on  the 
floe.  One  of  the  latter,  caught  about  five  miles  from  the  nearest  land,  was 
the  only  animal  killed  during  the  journey. 

The  geological  formation  of  the  country  to  the  westward  of  Cape  Ladj^ 
Franklin  is  chiefly  of  a  coarse  grey  sandstone,  forming  gently  sloping  hills 
with  intervening  valleys  and  plains,  in  some  places  covered  with  soil.  In 
places  where  the  land  was  clear  of  snow  it  was  found  covered  with  last 
year's  plants,  chiefly  saxifrages,  poppies,  a  grass,  and  several  species  of 
lichens  and  mosses. 

Having  now  given  you  a  general  summary  of  my  proceedings  whilst 
attached  to  the  S.W.  division  of  sledges,  I  shall  reserve  the  details  of  my 
journal  for  your  return  to  the  ship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Lyall,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 


Enclosure  No.  14.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  ./'?T''^t'^'°^^,I'^ 

Mr.  Herbert,  Mate. 

Mr.  Herbert,  Mate,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship,  "  Assistance,"  Nortliumberland  Sound, 
Sir,  May  16tli,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  sledge  under  my 
command  on  board  this  ship  on  Friday  the  13th  instant  all  well.  On  the 
30th  of  April,  in  latitude  76°  35'  N.  and  longitude  105°  4'  W.,  receiving 
orders  from  Captain  Richards  to  return  to  the  ship,  I  started  upon  that 
date  on  my  homeward  route,  and  arrived  at  the  Ladj^  Franklin  depot  on 
the  2d  of  May ;  this  I  found  secure  as  it  had  been  left ;  taking  out  my 
portion,  I  next  day  proceeded,  and  arrived  at  the  "  Enterprise's"  depot  on  the 
8th  of  May ;  this  I  found  broken  into  by  bears,  the  open  bacon  and 
pemmican  destroyed,  and  all  my  fuel  gone ;  by  a  record  left  by  Dr.  Lyall, 
I  was  made  acquainted  that  he  also  had  found  the  cache  disturbed.  Under 
these  circuiustances,  I  considered  it  my  duty  to  leave  behind  as  much  of  my 
depot  as  could  be  spared.  I  therefore  surveyed  the  provisions  left  upon 
my  sledge,  and  found  that  we  had  remaining  three  days,  with  exception  of 
tea,  sugar,  and  spirits ;  completing  these  articles  from  the  depot,  having 
secured  the  cache  as  strongly  as  possible,  and  leaving  a  notification  of  my 
proceedings  for  the  information  of  Captain  Richards,  I  started  next 
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Proceedings  of  moming  for  Northumberland  Sound.  Unfortunately  we  had  very  bad  thick 
Mr.  Herbert,  Mate.  weather  all  that  day,  snowing  heavily,  nor  did  it  clear  up  until  next  day  at 
noon,  when  I  found  that  I  had  been  steering  too  )nuch  to  the  noitliward. 
Therefore  not  deeming  it  prudent  to  proceed  with  the  small  (juantity  of 
provisions  left,  I  determined  to  fall  back  upon  the  grand  depot  at  Cape 
Lady  Franklin,  considering  that  the  exigency  of  the  occasion  warranted  me 
in  doing  so.  I  arrived  at  the  depot  the  same  afternoon  at  4  p.m.,  and  found 
it  secure,  as  Dr.  Lyall  had  left  it ;  taking  out  four  days  provisions,  with  the 
exception  of  spirits  and  bacon,  properly  securing  the  depot,  and  leaving  a 
notification  of  my  proceedings,  I  started  next  morning  for  the  ship, 
encamped  upon  the  Spit  Island  the  second  evening,  and  arrived  on  board 
the  next  day,  viz.  Friday  13th  May.  I  found  the  ice  in  the  Queen's 
Channel  (as  I  approached  Spit  Island),  in  a  very  decayed  state,  full  of 
holes,  and  in  some  places  lanes  of  water,  over  which  we  found  difficulty  in 
crossing,  several  of  us  getting  wet.  In  conclusion,  it  gives  me  great 
pleasure  to  report  upon  the  conduct  of  the  crew,  whose  behaviour  whilst 
under  my  command  has  been  much  to  my  satisfaction,  and  all  I  am  happy 
to  say  have  enjoyed  perfect  health,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  trivial  cases 
of  diarrhoea,  and  snow  blindness.  The  enclosed  is  a  copy  of  Captain 
Richards'  orders  to  me  upon  my  leaving  his  division. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)       Francis  B.  Herbert,  Mate, 
late  in  charge  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge,  "  Success." 


Commander  Richards  to  Mr.  F.  B.  Herbert,  Mate,  commanding  Her 
Majesty's  Sledge  "  Success." 

By  Commander  G.  H.  Richards,  commanding  South-western  Division. 

The  time  having  arrived  for  you  to  quit  the  Western  Division  on  your 
route  homeward,  you  will  set  out  on  your  return  to  Northumberland 
Sound  to-morrow  morning ;  you  will  erect  a  cairn  on  the  point  the  division 
encamped  upon  the  28th  instant,  and  deposit  there  one  of  the  documents 
with  which  you  will  be  supplied.  If  circumstances  should  favour,  you  will 
erect  another  on  the  N.W.  point  of  Fishhook  Bay  (the  nearest  point  to  the 
Solitary  Mount).  Proceeding  then  direct  for  the  depot  at  Cape  Fortune, 
you  will  supply  yourself  with  the  five  days  provisions  left  there  for  you, 
being  careful  to  secure  the  cairn  with  the  remainder.  The  S.W.  bluif  of 
Deception  Group  M'ill  be  your  next  point ;  there  you  will  probably  find  a 
cairn  erected  by  Dr.  Lyall,  which  you  will  visit,  leaving  a  record  of  your 
proceedings  ;  should  you  not  find  a  cairn  on  that  bluff,  you  will  build  one, 
and  leave  a  document.  From  that  bluff'  you  will  return  by  our  outward 
track,  visiting  in  succession  the  cairns  on  Sandstone  Point,  and  the  N  E. 
point  of  Deception  Group,  both  of  which  I  anticipate  Dr.  L^^all  Avill  have 
built ;  if  not,  you  must  endeavour  to  do  so.  At  the  Deception  depot  you 
will,  after  taking  your  five  days'  provisions,  and  securing  the  depot,  return 
direct  to  Northumberland  Sound.  Nothing  but  the  strongest  necessity 
will  warrant  you  in  touching  the  grand  depot  at  Cape  Lad}^  Franklin ;  the 
whole  of  the  provisions  there  will  be  required  to  complete  the  search  to  the 
westward,  and  as  there  is  every  probability  of  an  early  disruption  of  the  ice 
in  the  Queen's  Channel,  I  must  urge  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavour  to 
cross  it  at  as  early  a  pei'Iod  as  possible.  At  every  cairn  you  may  visit  you 
will  leave  a  brief  record  of  your  proceedings  i'or  my  information,  stating  the 
date  of  leaving,  and  the  probable  direction  you  intend  to  take. 
Dated  at  Point  Success,  this  29th  April,  1853. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards, 
Commanding  South-western  Division. 
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Enclosure  No.  15.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  ^.       Orders  to 

Lieutenant  Cheyne,  1853. 

Copy  of  Orders  to  Lieutenant  J.  P.  Cheyne,  Sledge  "  Victory."   

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance," 
Sir,  May  )st,_  1853. 

You  will  proceed,  on  the  return  of  the  "  Lady  Fianklin,"  and  when 
Dr.  Lyall  shall  report  to  you  that  the  men  are  sufficiently  recruited,  with 
six  men,  and  the  same  sledge  as  before,  to  Cape  Becher,  so  as  to  reach  it 
on  or  before  the  14th  May. 

If  you  meet  w^ith  the  officer  belonging  to  the  "  North  Star,"  your  com- 
munication with  him  will  be  sufficient  to  understand  thoroughly  the  nature 
of  the  misfortune,  &c.  to  the  "  North  Star,"  with  full  particulars  ;  obtain 
the  despatches,  and  return  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

You  will  not  leave  this  before  the  9th,  and  you  will  ask  Dr.  Lyall  for 
his  report  (addressed  to  me),  which  you  will  enclose  to  Commander 
Pullen,  to  forward  with  my  despatches,  adding  any  other  communication 
you  may  learn  in  conversation,  but  forwarding  them  as  in  a  note  addressed 
to  me,  as,  "  per  order  "  on  the  heading,  a  copy  of  which  you  will  furnish 
me,  with  your  journal,  &c. 

If  the  officer  from  the  "  North  Star "  does  not  arrive  by  the  20th,  at 
4h,  P.M.,  you  will  move  that  night  on  your  way  to  the  ship,  as  the  duties 
of  the  service  allotted  must  not  be  in  any  manner  interfered  with. 

But  between  the  9th  and  that  date  you  will,  after  depositing  notice  of 
your  whereabouts,  so  that  the  officer  may  not  possibly  miss  you, — proceed 
to  examine  Sir  Robert  Inglis  Bay,  erect  cairns,  and  obtain  angles  to  all 
objects,  determine  the  latitude,  and  perform  such  duties  as  our  small  supply 
of  instruments  will  enable  you. 

Upon  every  commanding  height  I  wish  a  very  distinct  cairn,  particularly 
on  Long  Island  outer  crest ;  specimens  of  the  rocks  detached  from  its 
clilfs,  not  sea-washed  debris,  and  drawings  of  any  particular  stratifications. 

Remark  Avhere  the  snow  first  disappears,  and,  if  you  can,  determine 
whether  it  is  the  result  of  coal,  bituminous  shale,  prynites,  or  the  prevalent 
stink  stone  (easily  determined  by  rubbing  two  pieces  together),  which 
seems  to  prevail  from  Cape  Becher  Warrender  to  Village  Point.  Coal 
does  exist,  and  gold — the  former  on  the  beaches,  the  latter  in  a  greasy  * 
greyish  coloured  quartz.  It  may  exhibit  itself  under  the  stroke  of  the 
pick  when  gathering  stones  for  cairns,  more  particularly  on  the  islands. 

Expecting  your  return  on  the  24th  at  latest,  I  must  wish  you  better 
success,  &c. 

Yours,  &c. 
(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain. 

If  your  return  should  take  place  before  the  20th,  by  the  early  arrival  of 
the  officer,  I  wish  you  to  look  well  into  John  Barrow  Bay. 


Report  of  H.M.  Sledge  "Victory,"  from  8th  to  23d  May,  1853. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  Northumberland  Sound, 
Sir,  May  30th,  1853. 

Having  on  the  8th  May  obtained  observations  for  time  and  latitude  at 
the  observatory,  I  started  the  same  evening,  at  7h.  15m.  p.m.,  on  my 
second  journey  to  Cape  Becher,  taking  the  sledge  "Victory,"  and  six  men 
from  the  "Lady  Pranklin's"  crew.  I  was  kindly  accompanied  by  Dr. 
Lyall.  The  whole  were  provisioned  for  17  days.  I  took  with  me 
Parkinson  and  Frodsham,  No.  2313. 

At  7h.  15m.  P.M.  we  started  under  sail,  with  a  moderate  and  fair  breeze. 
At  9h.  came  upon  a  wolverine  track,  and  passed  numerous  tracks  of  the 
lemming,   "llh.  20m.  passed  Pemmican  Point. 

Ih.  A.M.  pitched  for  lunch  between  Pemmican  and  Repose  Points.  At  2h. 
proceeded  on.  5h.  3()m.  a.m.  pitched  in  Repose  Bay.  A  very  thick  fog 
had  come  on,  so  that  we  could  not  see  100  yards  ahead  at  the  time  we 
pitched.  We  have  been  going  along  the  old  sledge  track,  since  which  time 
a  bear  and  wolverine  have  been  on  it,  walking  towards  the  ships.  At 
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Lieutenant  Cheyne's 
Journal,  1853. 


May  8  th,  Sunday. 


May  9th,  Monday. 
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Lieutenant  Choyne's 
Jouniiil,  lb53. 


May  10th,  Tuesday. 


May  11th,  Wednesday 


May  12th,  Thursday. 


7b.  30rn.  p.m.  wc  started,  fog  clearing  up  a  little,  but  still  very  tliiek. 
lOli.  weather  clearing'. 

Oh.  30m.  A.M.  pitched  on  the  north  extreme  of  I^ong  Island;  lunched. 
2h.  proceeded  with  five  men  to  tlie  summit  of  the  island,  built  a  cairn,  and 
deposited  a  cylinder,  with  a  document  written  in  pencil,  and  carel'ully 
wrapt  up  in  extra  paper.  This  cairn  commands  seaward  from  S.E.,  round 
S.  to  W.N.W.  In  the  document  I  put  the  requisite  information 
respecting  our  proceedings,  and  the  depots  along  the  coast,  &c.  On 
returning  to  the  tent,  saw  a  bear  and  cub.  I  went  after  them  with  ray 
gun,  but  they  made  oflC.  At  5h.  30m.  a.m.  we  returned  to  the  tent ; 
weather  foggy,  with  snow ;  could  not  see  to  take  angles  or  sights,  as  there 
was  no  sun,  and  no  points  visible  over  a  mile  or  two  distant.  Open  water 
is  beginning  to  make  outside  this  island  ;  and  inside,  between  it  and  Hungry 
Bay,  the  ice  is  getting  very  rotten  and  i'ull  of  holes  ;  water  is  also  making 
round  the  hummocks,  occasioned  by  the  latter  sinking  as  the  floe  becomes 
rotten.  7h.  30m.  p.m.  started  v/ith  a  fair  wind.  Before  starting,  we  built 
a  cairn  at  the  northern  low  extreme,  where  we  had  pitched,  intending  it  for 
one  end  of  a  base  for  the  survey  of  Barrow  Bay,  if  opportunity  offered. 

At  Ih.  30m.  A.M.,  we  pitched  the  tent  on  Observation  Point,  the  right- 
nand  entrance  of  Bear  Harbour  in  Barrow  Bay.  Lunched.  2h.  30m. 
divided  the  party  into  three  portions  of  two  men  in  each,  and  sent  them 
to  build  cairns  on  the  most  prominent  points  for  a  survey  of  the  harbour. 
Dr.  Lyall  and  myself  went  to  the  summit  of  Lyall  Island  to  examine 
round  us.  From  this  island  we  saAV  several  small  harbours  within  a 
sound,  all  perfectly  safe  from  any  pressure  of  ice,  and  well  protected  in  every 
way  from  all  dangers,  excepting  one ;  viz.,  they  were  so  secure  that  a 
ship  might  get  in  and  not  easily  get  out  again.  The  ice  in  these  places 
is  as  level  as  possible,  without  hummocks,  excepting  in  the  middle  of  Bear 
Harbour,  where  a  few  seem  to  have  drifted  loosely  in  and  frozen  up  there. 
These  harbours  and  the  sound  are  perfectly  landlocked  by  tw^o  islands. 
The  first  one,  which  I  call  from  its  shape  Round  Island,  I  went  to  the  top 
of  before  lunch  time,  while  the  sledge  proceeded  on  and  placed  a  heap  of 
stones  on  the  summit;  while  on  Lyall  Island  Dr.  Lyall  on  looking  round 
with  his  glass  discovered  the  same  bear  and  cub  that  I  had  chased  yester- 
day, making  directly  towards  the  tent  on  Observation  Point.  We  went 
to  cut  them  off  as  our  men  were  away  unarmed.  We  got  behind  some 
hummocks  and  Avaited  for  them,  but  as  soon  as  they  came  near  us  they 
turned  and  ran  away.  We  separated  and  follov/ed  them,  pressing  them  to 
the  foot  of  a  very  steep  hill,  which  however  they  to  our  surprise  went 
straight  up  without  any  difficulty.  We  therefore  returned  and  reached 
the  tent  by  6h.  a.m.  ;  the  different  couples  had  just  arrived  at  the  same 
time.  I  took  five  ffood  observations  for  time  at  8h.  20m.  a.m.  I  could 
not  get  any  more,  as  having  no  roof  to  the  quicksilver,  a  light  breeze 
springing  up,  shook  the  mercury  in  spite  of  every  endeavour  to  screen  it. 
At  noon  I  obtained  a  beautiful  meridian  altitude,  which  makes  the  lati- 
tude of  Observation  Point  76°  32'  02'' ;  error  of  sextant,  25" ;  a  compass 
bearing  of  sun's  centre  at  noon,  time  of  bearing  taken  by  the  chronometer. 
At  4h.  P.M.  it  was  quite  calm  again,  so  I  made  best  use  of  the  opportunity 
and  took  21  capital  altitudes  for  time.  They  are  all  independent,  as 
without  a  roof  you  cannot  get  eq.  alts.,  but  must  take  them  as  you  can 
catch  them.  Having  a  good  chance  at  noon  of  trying  the  screw  horizon 
made  by  Caiy,  I  placed  it  alongside  the  mercurial  one  ;  the  level  was 
beautifully  ])erfcct,  but  the  nonparallisin  of  the  surfaces  of  the  glass  made 
an  error  of  4^  minutes  of  altitude,  so  that  by  looking  at  the  reflected  sun 
in  different  parts  of  the  glass,  my  altitude  took  a  range  of  4i  minutes,  the 
position  of  the  horizon  n'maining  unaltered.  While  trying  this  the  altitude 
remained  tlie  same  in  the  mercurial  horizon.  I  regret  to  say  that  the 
weatlier  after  p.m.  sights  were  over  became  suddenly  very  thick,  and  it 
comnienced  snowing,  with  all  appearance  of  a  continuation,  so  we  were 
obliged  to  leave  without  making  any  survey,  hoping  I  would  return  from 
Cai)e  Bechcr  in  tinu;  to  do  it  tlien.  "  Wind  light  from  N.E.  At  9h.  30m. 
P.M.  w(;  started  and  rounded  Mount  Barrow. 

At  Jh.  45m.  A.M.  we  pit(;hed  for  lunch,  and  proceeded  on  at  2h.  45m. 
At  Gh.  45m.  we  pitched  tiie  tent  on  Point  Pressure.     On  going  up  to  the 
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gravel  cairn  that  I  had  placed  here  ou  my  first  journey  to  Cape  Becher,     Lieutenant  Chenye's 
[  found  the  tin  cylinder  lying  about  70  feet  distant,  with  the  bottom  torn        Journal,  1853. 
out  and  indented  all  over  with  a  bear's  teeth  ;  the  documents  were  left  "~ 
exposed  inside ;  we  saw  the  marks  of  the  bear's  paws  where  he  had  been 
digging  it  up.    At  8h.  p.m.  we  started,  and  at  lOh.  arrived  at  the  N.W. 
extreme  of  Sir  Robert  Inglis  Bay.    This  is  a  low  point,  on  which  we  built 
a  cairn. 

At  Oh.  30ni.  a.jm.  we  pitched  for  lunch  at  the  same  spot  in  Inghs  Bay  May  isth,  Friday 
where  we  had  before  slept  and  lunched  on  the  first  journey.  We  proceeded 
on  at  Ih.  30m.,  and  at  6h.  1 5m.  pitched  on  the  floe  in  Inglis  Bay.  The 
weather  has  been  very  fine  all  night,  a  light  wind  on  starting  from  the 
N.E.,  butit  latterly  fell  calm,  with  a  clear  sun  shining.  My  eyes  are 
affected,  even  by  4h.  a.m.,  by  the  strong  light  (direct  and  reflected)  of  the 
sun,  so  that  travelling  b}''  day  would  not  answer  me,  for  it  is  impossible  to 
pick  out  a  road  among  hummocks  properly  with  my  eyes  screened.  Our 
sledge,  which  is  one  belonging  to  the  last  expedition,  does  not  answer 
nearly  so  well  as  the  new  ones,  owing  to  the  greater  bluffness  in  the  bows : 
while  going  among  hummocks,  she  brings  up  with  a  jerk,  bringing  the 
men  suddenly  to  a  stop,  whereas  the  new  ones  go  over  much  more  easily, 
keeping  their  weigh  on  much  longer.  Another  cause  of  their  hauling 
more  heavily  is,  that  the  bottom  of  the  runners  are  quite  straight  fore  and 
aft,  resting  on  the  ice  the  length  of  six  stanchions,  whereas  the  new  ones 
only  rest  the  length  of  three  stanchions,  the  difference  in  pulling  is  very 
great  indeed.  At  5h.  30m.  p.m.,  as  we  were  rousing  out  for  breakfast, 
a  small  female  bear  and  two  cubs  came  to  the  tent,  they  were  killed,  and 
at  8h.  30m.  we  struck  the  tent  and  started.  At  llh.  30m.  we  arrived  at 
High  Cliff,  pitched  for  lunch,  and  made  a  depot  of  three  days  provisions 
and  fuel.    Saw  two  snow  buntings  (the  first  I  have  seen). 

Oh.  30m.  A.M.  proceeded  under  sail.  4h.  30m.  arrived  at  Cape  Becher,  May  1 4th,  Saturday, 
pitched  the  tent  on  the  low  point,  and  proceeded  to  Captain  Pullen's  cairn ; 
found  a  bear  had  been  there  and  torn  the  flags  down  off  the  bamboo,  but 
had  done  no  more  injury.  Dug  out  a  tin  case  of  letters  lying  five  inches 
from  the  cask  (under  the  side  of  the  cairn),  opposite  to  what  we  had  dug 
before.  8h.  30m.  p.m.  started  for  Cape  Majendie  ;  kept  along  a  smooth 
lead  on  the  floe,  hummocks  on  each  side.  1  Ih.  30m.  pitched,  and  lunched 
close  to  the  cape. 

Oh.  5m.  took  three  men  and  walked  round  the  base  of  Cape  Majendie,  May  1 5th,  Sunday, 
accompanied  by  Dr.  Lyall ;  kept  a  good  look  out  for  the  depot,  but  every 
place  among  the  rocks  was  filled  with  snow  ;  no  appearance  of  the  depot. 
Went  to  the  cairn  on  summit  of  the  cape ;  found  Captain  Richards' cylinder, 
and  that  of  Mr.  Stewart.  The  directions  by  Captain  Richards  for  finding 
the  depot  are  850  moderate  paces  west  of  the  hill  cairn,  100  yards  below 
a  yellow  cliff  with  a  black  streak  down  the  centre  of  it,  and  about  100  yards 
above  high-water  mark.  From  the  top  of  Cape  Majendie  I  saw  open  water 
on  the  north  side  of  Dundas  Island,  extending  from  the  shores  of  the  island 
to  within  2^-  miles  of  Cape  Majendie,  and  about  14  miles  in  length  along 
the  island,  apparently  beyond  each  extreme,  the  breadth  towards  Cape 
Majendie  about  six  "miles.  This  was  the  only  open  water  to  be  seen  in  any 
direction.  The  ice  down  Baring  Bay  looked  pretty  smooth  as  far  as  you 
could  depend  upon  the  telescopic  eye  at  this  elevation,  viz.  600  feet.  The 
rocks  here  are  white  limestone.  Having  fulfilled  my  instructions  at  this 
Cape,  we  started  back  for  Cape  Becher,  and  pitched  on  the  low  point  of 
it  at  6h.  45ni.  Got  my  instruments  out  for  obtaining  sights.  Commenced 
observing  at  7h.  a.m.  After  having  shifted  my  position  four  different  times 
to  try  and  get  a  lee  out  of  the  wind,  I  was  obliged  to  give  it  up,  having 
only  obtained  six  good  sights.  Having  no  roof  to  the  horizon,  the  mercury 
shook  with  the  wind.  I  tried  every  means  to  prevent  it,  but  to  no  purpose. 
The  screw  horizon  is  of  no  use,  as  the  glass  is  not  true,  one  part  of  the  glass 
giving  4i  miles  difference  of  altitude  to  another  part.  I  observed  among 
some  large  hummocks  on  the  point,  with  my  gun  alongside  of  me,  in  case 
of  a  bear  coming  too  close.  After  getting  a.m.  and  p.m.  sights,  also  angles 
to  prominent  capes,  we  started  at  8h.  15m.  v.m.  to  explore  Sir  Robert 
Inglis  Bay.  At  midnight  pitched  for  lunch  about  one  mile  beyond  High 
Cliff ;  weather  very  fine,  night  getting  cold. 
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May  16tli,  Monday. 


May  17th,  Tuesday. 


May  18th,  Wednesday. 


May  I  Oil),  Thursday. 


Ihi  AM.  started;  ordered  sledge  to  keep  on  for  the  supposed  island, 
while  Dr.  Lyall  and  myself  went  to  a  point  to  cxauiine ;  on  arriving  there 
found  the  bay  extending  in  towards  Cape  Majendie,  so  that  there  is  only 
a  narrow  neck  of  land  separating  Inglis  Hay  fiom  the  bight  between  ^  ape 
Becher  and  Cape  Majendie.  I  put  up  a  small  heap  of  stones  for  a  mark, 
and  then  we  went  on  for  the  apparent  island.  On  getting  to  the  summit 
of  this  land  found  it  to  be  an  island,  which  I  shall  call  pro  tcm.  Dyer  Island. 
To  my  astonishment  I  saw  the  bay  extending  into  a  basin  behind  the  island 
a  very  long  way,  making  a  large  sweep  ;  the  floe  in  it  is  as  smooth  and 

level  as  a  table.  This  I  call  pro  tern.  ,,■  Basin,  All  the  ships  in  the 

world  might  anchor  in  it,  and  be  safe  from  everything.  No  ice  can  come 
in.  It  is  perfectly  and  most  beautifully  land-locked  by  Dyer  Island  and  a 
peninsula  called  {pro  tern.)  Ilobb's  Peninsula.  In  examining  carefully  with 
my  glass  the  hills  opposite,  or  at  the  head  of  this  basin,  I  saw  the  sea  ice 
through  a  small  hollow  between  two  of  them,  and  towards  it  I  saw  a  large 
ravine  or  small  river  to  run  from  the  head  of  the  said  basin,  so  I  immediately 
made  a  signal  to  the  sledge  to  round  the  island,  and  built  a  heap  of  stones 
on  the  left  hand  highest  part,  looking  east.  The  bay  where  we  had  come 
along  this  morning  since  lunch  is  cut  up  by  bear  tracks,  taking  all  direc- 
tions- At  6h.  A.M.  we  pitched  on  Robb's  Peninsula,  where  I  observed  for 
time ;  I  could  only  get  five  altitudes,  because  a  light  air  springing  up  shook 
the  mercury,  but  they  are  five  good  ones.  Placed  a  small  pile  of  stones  on 
Robb  Peninsula.  At  noon  obtained  a  good  meridian  altitude  for  latitude. 
There  was  too  much  wind  to  obtain  p.m.  sights.  At  8h.  30m.  p.m.  we 
started  across  the  basin  for  the  supposed  opening.  The  floe  here  is  quite 
level,  apparently  old,  and  new  ice  mixed.  Went  up  two  hills  to  examine 
and  build  small  cairns,  while  the  sledge  proceeded  on.  Two  fresh  bear 
tracks  leading  up  this  way.  Saw  from  a  hill  ice  and  open  water  over  the 
low  hills  ahead. 

Oh.  30m.  A.M.  pitched  for  lunch  in  the  narrow  (supposed  passage). 
Ih.  30m.  proceeded  on.  Dr.  Lyall  and  myself  went  over  the  hills  to 
examine,  while  sledge  proceeded  on.  3h.  30m.  arrived  at  a  block  within 
2  miles  of  the  coast  of  Queen's  Channel,  opposite  Dundas  Island.  The 
portion  that  separates  this  creek  from  Queen's  Channel  consists  of  a  low 
isthmus,  two  miles,  or  rather  less,  across,  and  cut  up  with  small  lakes  and 
marshes.  The  weather  being  thick,  and  no  sun  out,  I  determined  on 
pitching  in  hopes  of  getting  some  observations,  bearings,  &c.,  before  return- 
ing. Returned  to  the  sledge,  and  pitched  at  4h.  3om.  a.m.  at  the  head  of 
the  creek,  which  I  call  {pro  tern.)  Hughes  Creek  ;  weather  very  thick,  with 
snow.  Not  a  living  thing  has  been  seen  since  leaving  the  ship,  excepting 
five  bears  and  two  snow  buntings.  Nothing  at  all  seen  since  leaving  High 
Cliff.  I  got  a  very  good  meridian  altitude  for  latitude,  but  no  sights,  either 
a.m.  or  P.M.,  could  be  obtained,  as  the  sun  was  observed  only  appearing  at 
noon  for  about  twenty  minutes.  Got  a  bearing  at  noon.  8h.  45m.  p.m. 
started  ;  ran  the  creek  down  with  a  compass,  and  estimated  distances.  Mea- 
sured a  base  in  — — ,,  Basin  at  entrance  of  creek,  and  took  angles  from 

each  end  to  sundry  points  in  the  basin,  so  as  to  determine  something  like 
its  form  and  size. 

Ih.  a.m.  pitched  for  lunch  ;  weather  overcast ;  wind  very  keen  from  S.  by  E. 
Temperature  + 1 6".  2h.  proceeded  to  Robb  Peninsula";  kept  on  past  this  point 
and  the  point  of  Dyer  Island,  running  bearings  and  estimating  distances  as  we 
went ;  also  taking  sextant  angles  when  required.  6h.  a.m.  pitched  on  the  floe 
at  Extension  Point ;  weather  very  thick,  and  snowing  heavily.  I  intended  to 
have  pitched  at  Dyer  Island,  had  the  weather  been  fine,  for  the  purpose  of 
fixing  some  more  points,  but  having  left  two  depots  behind,  our  provisions 
on  the  sl(;dgc  would  not  allow  of  this  detention.  Obtained  a  meridian  alti- 
tude, bearing,  and  angles  at  Extension  Point.  At  9h.  30m.  p.m.  we  started; 
weather  very  foggy  and  damp  ;  could  not  get  some  angles  that  I  wanted.  A 
flock  of  ducks  passed  towards  the  open  water  off  Dundas  Island.  lOh.  40m. 
arrived  at  depot;  dug  it  up  and  proceeded  on  for  Cape  Becher. 

Oh,  .'U)m.  lunched.  Ih.  30ni.  proceeded  on  along  the  land  under  the 
clills,  the  floe  being  too  hummoeky  to  travel  along.  3h.  30in.  pitched  on 
the  extreme  low  point  of  Cape  Becher ;  the  weather  very  foggy  and  damp. 
Could  not  see  over  a  mile  distant;  temperature  20".  At  9h.  a.m.  a  flock  of 
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ducks  passed  over  the  tent.  Just  before  getting  up  for  breakfast  a  raven  came  Lieutenant  Cheyne's 
hovering  over  the  tent.    6h.  p.m.  breakfasted  ;  after  which  Dr.  Lya]]  and        Journal,  ih53. 

some  of  the  party  went  to  the  summit  of  Cape  Becher,  but  saw  nothing   

fresh.    Midniglit,  wind  east,  fresh  and  cold ;  weather  very  cloudy,  and 
no  sun. 

Ih.  A.M.  lunched.  Sent  two  men  to  Cape  Majendie  to  look  for  party  May  20th,  Friday, 
from  "  North  Star."  Proceeded  myself  with  James  Reid  to  the  summit  of 
Cape  Becher,  and  then  on  to  another  cairn  near  High  Cliff.  Found  it  to 
be  one  placed  there  by  Captain  Penny  on  the  19th  July  1851  ;  this  was  his 
furthest.  On  return  got  a.m.  sights  for  time  at  7h.  6h  30m.  a.m.  the 
two  men  returned  from  Cape  Majendie,  but  had  seen  nothing,  not  even  an 
animal  or  bird.  There  is  one  important  fact  to  notice  here.  The  long  low 
point  of  Cape  Becher  has  every  appearance  of  having  been  thrown  up 
above  water  by  the  ice.  A  person  looking  down  upon  it  from  the  summit 
of  the  cape  is  at  once  satisfied  in  his  own  mind  that  such  has  been  the  case. 
The  pressure  of  ice  upon  it  has  been  from  the  Baring  Bay  direction.  This 
will  account  for  the  piece  of  painted  wood  found  by  Captain  Penny  on 
Baillie  Hamilton  Island,  which  no  doubt  has  drifted  up  from  Beechey  Island. 
A  very  old  piece  of  a  tree  was  found  to-day  on  this  point  by  Dr.  Lyall,  well 
buried  under  the  gravel,  and  lying  on  the  Baring  Bay  side  of  the  point.  I 
placed  a  document  in  a  cylinder  at  Captain  Pullen's  cairn.  At  noon  ob- 
tained a  good  meridian  altitude,  bearing,  and  angles  to  different  points. 
At  4h.  40m.  p.m.  obtained  p.m.  sights  for  time.  8h.  40m.  p.m.,  seeing 
nothing  of  the  "North  Star"  party,  started  on  our  return  to  the  ship  accord- 
ing to  my  orders.  Between  Cape  Becher  and  High  Cliff  saw  the  tracks  of  a 
bear  and  cub  quite  fresh.  They  were  seen  yesterday  at  a  distance  by  one 
of  the  men.  On  arriving  at  High  Cliff  took  some  angles,  ordered  the  sledge  to 
proceed  on  the  old  track  across  Inglis  Bay,  while  I  proceeded  along  with 
one  man  to  Extension  Point  to  obtain  some  angles  that  the  foggy  weather  had 
prevented  me  from  getting  when  last  there,  llh.  30m.  p.m.  arrived  at  Ex- 
tension Point,  obtained  the  angles,  and  sun's  true  bearing,  and  proceeded  to 
rejoin  the  sledges.    No  traces  of  animals  since  our  last  camping  here. 

Oh.  30in,  a.m.  rejoined  the  party.  Ih.  hmched.  2h.  proceeded  on.  May  21st,  Saturday. 
6h.  a.m.  arrived  at  the  opposite  outer  point  of  Inglis  Bay,  where  I  had  built 
a  cairn ;  pitched  We  have  had  a  very  fine  breeze  all  day  from  the  east- 
ward, under  sail  all  the  way  from  High  CliflP.  Missed  the  meridian  altitude 
of  the  sun  from  being  fatigued  and  falling  asleep.  8h.  p  m.  started  after 
having  got  angles  9h.  4.5m,  arrived  at  Point  Pressure  ;  dug  out  our  small 
depot.  A  bear  and  cub  have  been  at  it,  but  it  was  too  well  buried  for  them 
to  get  at.  lOh  proceeded  on,  having  taken  angles,  &c.  lOh.  45m.  arrived 
at  next  point,  from  which  Cape  Becher  is  yet  visible.  Cape  Becher  can 
be  seen  from  the  outer  low  cone  of  Long  Island,  as  the  angle  between  them 
at  this  point  is  176°  only.    Night  pretty  fine. 

Oh.  15m.  A.M  pitched  and  lunched.  Ih.  15m.  proceeded  on,  taking  May  22d,  Sunday, 
bearings  and  estimating  distances  en  route.  As  -we  did  not  start  from  (  Jape 
Becher  until  the  20th,  my  instructions  will  not  allow  me  again  to  go  into 
Barrow  Bay.  While  walking  ahead  of  the  sledge  looking  for  a  place  to 
pitch,  stumbled  across  three  bears,  distant  about  30  yards,  lying  behind  a 
hummock.  My  gun  being  in  its  cover,  they  w^ere  out  of  reach  before  I 
could  extricate  it.  Pitched  the  tent  at  5h.  a.m.  Before  going  to  sleep  had 
a  piece  of  walrus  blubber  placed  on  the  banking  of  the  tent  outside  against 
my  head,  so  that  if  the  bears  returned  they  w^ould  be  sure  to  wake  me  up  by 
taking  it.  The  wind  has  been  N.N.W.  all  day,  and  since  4h.  a.m.  has 
become  thick  with  snow.  At  Ih.  30m.  p.m.  I  got  out  of  my  bag  to  look 
for  the  bears.  On  loosing  the  tent  door  I  saw  them  all  three  stealing  up 
towards  us  about  half  a  mile  off.  I  watched  them  for  1^  hours.  They 
came  up  just  within  a  chance  long  shot,  and  then  suddenly  turned  and  made 
off.  The  old  bear  had  been  wounded,  and  only  able  to  go  upon  three  legs, 
which  I  suppose  made  her  cautious.  8h.  p.m.  struck  the  tent  and  started. 
1  Oh.  brought  up  by  holes  and  rotten  ice  to  the  southward  of  Long  Island ; 
turned  sledge  in  shore  towards  the  main  out  of  the  sideway,  found  a  better 
floe.  Two  ducks  passed  to  the  S.W.  I  wanted  to  get  to  Long  Island  to 
get  angles,  but  open  water  prevented  us. 
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May  23d,  Monday,  1853. 


Oh.  30in.  A.M.  pitched  for  hmcli  one  mile  S.E.  of  Lower  Ch'ff,  north  of 
Hungry  Bay.  Saw  three  walrus  coming  up  off  the  cliff's.  'I'he  ice  here  is 
all  breaking  up.  What  is  left  is  very  rotten.  2h.  30m.  proceeded  on.  In 
passing  the  steep  chffs  we  had  nasty  work,  having  to  go  over  narrow  ridges 
of  rotten  ice,  between  patches  of  open  water.  Two  or  three  of  the  men  got 
in  once  or  twice.  7h.  a.m.  pitched  on  Point  Repose.  'J'he  night  has  been 
thick  with  snow.  Wind  N.N.W.  We  intend  resting  only  six  hours,  and 
then  starting  again,  so  as  to  reach  the  ship  this  evening.  2h.  p.m.  started. 
4h.  passed  Penimican  Point.  .5h.  5m.  passed  Fox  Point.  Wind  N.N.W. 
Weather  overcast.  6h.  45m.  sighted  the  ships  from  the  end  of  Assistance 
Island.  9h.  p.m.  arrived  alongside  and  found  all  well.  Compared  2813 
with  standard  chronometer. 


Names  of  Party. 
James  Reld 
Thomas  Isaacs 
Jeremiah  Salavan  - 
Thomas  Mellish 
Samuel  D.  B-aynes 
Joseph  Anderson  - 

Total  weight,  880 lbs. 


Rating. 
Ice  quartermaster 
Gunner's  mate 
Captain  forecastle 
A.B. 

Cooper  - 
P.  marine 


Ship. 


"  Af-slstance." 


Weight  per  man,  147  lbs. 


Journeys    -      -       -  No. 

1. 

2. 

3. 

4. 

5. 

6. 

7. 

8. 

9. 

10. 

11. 

12. 

13. 

14. 

1.1. 

Distance  travelled^  in  miles 

10 

7 

9 

9-1 

91 

7 

10 

9 

8 

6 

13 

13 

14 

11 

Total  distance  travelled,  148i  miles. 


Names  of  Places  pro  teni. 


Observation  Point,  \ 
Mount  Barrow  / 


Cape  Beclier 

Robbs  Peninsula 
Head  of  Creek 

Extension  Point 
Cape  Becher 


Latitude. 
76'  32'  02" 

76°  13'  21" 

76o  20'  01" 
76°  18' 07"  { 

76°  18'  27"  { 
76"  13'  44" 


Louffitude. 


96=  i  3'  30" 


95°  39'  00'' 


95°  25'  30" 

95°  25'  30" 
O  observed 

95°  25'  30" 
0  observed 

95°  36'  00"  I 


Favli. 


156°  W. 
by  time 
bearinjT. 


Date. 


How  obtained. 


I  162°W, 

156°  W. 
by  time 
bearing. 


r  1  It'll 

15  th 

16tli 
17tb 

18th 
1 20th 


r  Latitudes  obtained  by 
\  meridian  altitudes. 

Longitudes  obtained  by 
A.M.  and  P.M.  sights  in 
mercurial  horizon,  ex- 
cept at  Robbs  Penin- 
sula, where  only  a  m. 
sights  could  be  had. 

Variations  by  time, 
azths. 


r  Mean  lat.  Cape  Becher, 
-J  76°  13'  32". 
I  Mean  long.  95°  37'  30". 
r  Chronometer  used, 
<  Parkinson  and  Frod- 
l  sham,  JNo.  2,313. 
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Orders  to  Mr.  Allard.  Enclosure  No.  IG.  of  Sir  Edwar(]  Belcher's  Letter. 

Sir  Edward  Belciikr,  Knight,  C.B..  to  Mr.  .1.  If.  Ai.i,aiu;,  commanding 
Her  MajestjH  Sledge  "  Enterprise." 

Copy  of  the  Orders  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  l^nterprize." 

By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  (J.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Assistance,"  and  in  command  of  the  Arctic  Squadroji. 

Having  appointed  you  to  command  Her  Majesty's  sledge  the  "  Enter- 
prize,"  you  are  hereby  required  to  keep  your  sledge  crew  in  readiness  to 
attend  me  on  the  search  to  the  N.l''.  towards  the  head  of  I3affin's  Bay,  &c. 

Your  duty  will  probably  consist  chiefly  in  the  laying  out,  or  forwarding, 
depots  of  provisions  for  the  lighter  sledges  connected  with  this  division, 
and  you  will  therefore  receive,  from  time  to  time,  the  instructions  upon 
this  subject.  It  is  my  direction,  being  thus  specially  attached  to  my 
division,  that  you  be  not  in  any  manner  interfered  with  or  retarded  in 
your  allotted  duties  by  any  officer  your  superior,  unless  the  ur^encij  of 
the  service  be  such,  as  to  my  satisfaction,  will  warrant  such  interference. 

You  will  keep  a  strict  journal  of  your  proceedings,  which  you  will 
deliver  to  me,  duly  signed,  within  a  reasonable  period  after  your  return. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
9th  April,  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain. 


Boat  cancelled. 


Depot,  Princess  Eoyal  Island, 
Liner  Spit. 


Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  to  Mr.  J.  H.  Allard,  commanding 
Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Enterprize." 
By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ship  "  Assistance,"  &c.  &c. 

Whereas  I  deem  it  necessary  that  the  means  of  transport  by  sea  should 
be  available  at  the  depot,  which  I  shall  give  you  before  separation,  and 
deeming  the  presence  of  Dr.  Lyall  of  importance  to  this  division,  as  well 
as  to  the  peculiar  duties  which  he  is  qualified  to  prosecute,  you  will,  on 
your  return  to  the  ship,  concert  with  Dr.  Lyall  as  to  the  most  convenient 
time  for  the  crews  when  refreshed,  and  possibly  that  also  of  Mr.  Pym  of 
the  "  Perseverance,"  and  return  to  the  said  depot,  and  there  deposit  the 
boat  and  provisions  under  the  charge  of  Dr.  Lyall's  party,  following  such 
further  instructions  as  you  may  receive  from  me  at  the  period  of  separation, 
or  conveyed  by  any  other  means. 

You  will  consider  after  the  provisions  are  deposited,  that  you  are  not 
entitled  to  any  further  interference  with  the  proceedings  of  Dr.  Lyall,  who 
will  have  my  special  instructions  for  his  guidance. 

You  will  report  proceedings  according  to  standing  orders. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty  Ship  "  Assistance,"  this 
30th  day  of  April,  1853,  and  re-dated  and  issued,  14th  May,  1853, 
off'  Point  Separation. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain. 
Vide  further  instructions. 


13th  May,  off  Point  Separation. —  Having  completed  the  "Londes- 
])orougli"  and  "Dauntless"  with  any  stores  or  other  articles,  you  will 
proceed  with  all  despatch  to  the  ship  direct.  On  your  return,  in  the 
execution  of  the  service  ordered  (boat  omitted),  you  will  erect,  after 
(kipositing  all  th(>,  surplus  pi'ovisions,  and  removing  the  boots,  dec.  to  the 
inner  caim,  wliicli  you  will  c^rect,  and  of  conspicuous  size  that  it  may  easily 
be  made  out,  on  the  inner  spit  of  J^rincess  lloyal  Island,  unless  it  should 
be  appan^nt  (o  you  that  the  shoals  Avill  retard  my  progress  by  that  route  ; 
tlien  you  will  retain  the  outci'  caii'u  as  tlie  depot,  and  erect  a  staff' and  flag 
to  guide-  us. 

I  laving  deposited  the  provisions  of  yoiu"  own  and  "Perseverance" 
sledges,  you  Avill  increase  tlie  size  of  the  mound  at  depot  point ;  build  a 
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large  and  broad-based  cairn  on  Captain  Richards'  Wall  Bluff ;  another    Mr,  Allard's  Journal 

between  it  and  the  old  depot  point  (near  Coffin  Island),  but  in  sight  of  1153. 

Coffin  Island  cairn ;  you  will  then  return  to  the  ship.     On  passing  Wall 

Bluff,  AAdiere  we  found  the  ice  weak,  you  will  carefully  consider  if  it  be 

safe  to  leave  the  boat  behind,  as  regards  370ur  own  and  the  other 

advancing  sledges  ;  the  "  Hamilton  "  ice  boat  will  doubtless  serve  us.  In 

the  execution  of  these  services  I  must  trust  to  your  general  zeal,  which  I 

have  already  had  occasion  to  notice,  and  endeavour  to  leave  such  an 

increased  depot  at  Princess  Royal  Island  as  may  enable  me  to  prosecute 

my  northern  work  efficiently. 

Wishing  you  every  success  on  your  homeward  trip, 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain, 

Commanding  Expedition. 


gj]*.  Princess  Royal  Island,  June  7th,  1853. 

You  will  proceed  with  Mr,  Grove  to  the  Depot  Point,  and  remove  from 
thence  the  remaining  provisions  up  to  the  first  most  convenient  landing 
place,  between  Captain  Richards'  Wall  Bluff  cairn  and  Star  Bluff,  possibly 
the  Old  Depot  Point,  I  leave  the  mode  of  executing  this  duty  to  your 
own  management ;  and  after  it  has  all  been  placed  there,  you  will  leave 
rations  for  nine  men  at  that  position  in  cache  fof  five  days  ;  and  also  five 
for  eleven  "  Lady  Franklin ;"  you  will  then  move  on  towards  Village 
Point,  and  there  deposit  five  days  for  "  Londesborough,"  and  five  for 
"  Lady  Franklin,"  returning  to  ship  with  all  despatch.  You  -will  erect  the 
beacons  previously  ordered  on  Wall  Bluff,  and  that  connecting  it  with 
Coffin  or  Sentry  Box  Stations.  If  you  should  experience  difficulty  in 
moving  the  provisions  by  heavj^  loads,  you  must  execute  the  service  by 
half  loads,  returning  after  you  have  discovered  the  best  road. 

I  do  not  expect  to  be  absent  more  than  ten  days  to  the  N.E.  But 
should  circumstances  render  a  visit  to  North  Cornwall  requisite,  I  am 
provisioned  only  for  thirty  days.  It  is  possible,  therefore,  that  you  may 
have  to  advance  to  my  aid  with  the  whale  boat,  for  which  you  will  hold 
yourself  in  readiness.  The  points  at  which  you  would  have  to  seek  me 
are  the  eastern  end  of  Table  Island ;  and  the  next,  eastern  end  of  North 
Cornwall,  Of  course  you  will  strictly  scrutinize  any  floe  on  which  our 
flags  may  be  seen, 

I  am,  &c, 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain, 

Commanding  Expedition. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Enterprize,"  from 

2d  of  May  1853  to  20th  of  June  1853,  j^j^^^^^y^  2d.  ^ 

A.M.    Winds  force,  westerly. 

First  Journey,         2f/,  1853.  „  eh.  Northerij.i.o.s. 

'        ^       ^  Noon.    South-westerly,  1.  c. 

At  6h.  A.M.  left  the  ships  in  company  with  H.M.  sledges  "  Londesborough"      gj^'      "     "  ^\ 
and  "  Dauntless"  to  the  N,E,;  floe  rather  heavy,  owing  to  recent  fall  of  snow.  Hours  travelled,  n. 
llh.  30m.  lunched,  and  proceeded.     5h.  50m.  encamped  on  Village  Point,  |oppTfo/°SVh^' 
having  made  about  8  miles,  ist  travel,  8  miles,  n. 

Tuesday,  3d. 

Second  Journey,  Mcit/  3d.  A.  M.  6h.  Variable,  1.  to  2.  f. 

Noon  „  „  „ 

Breakfasted  and  proceeded  at  8h.  a.m.     Observed  the  tracks  of  a  bear  p.m.  3h.     „       „  o. 
and  two  cubs.    Noon,  lunched.    Ih.  p.TiL  proceeded,  and  encamped  at  7h.  Hours^raveiied,  lo.  " 
on  Coffin  Island ;  had  pemmican,  &c.  Encamped  for  rest,  i2ih. 

Stopped  for  lunch,  Ih. 

2d  travel,  8  miles,  N.N.E.  (true.) 

Third  Journey,  Wednesday,  May  Ath.  Wednesday  4th 

5h,  called  the  cook,  7h,  breakfasted.  7h.  50m.  proceeded;  floe  very  ^M^^^h.  Caim,  o.  o.  s^^ 
fair.    Noon,  lunched,  and  proceeded  at  12h,  45m,    Several  bear  and  p.m.  3h.         ','   ,,  ' 

XJ  2  ,  "         "    "  " 
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lemming'  tracks  were  seen  this  day.    7h-  •''^Orn.  encamped  ;  had  usual  fare, 


Honrs  travelled,  1  llij. 
JOncamped  for  rest,  I2h. 

aSif  8  InuJ'if (true.)     pcuiinican,  and  tea  after  it 


Thursday,  5tli. 
A.M.  f)h.    Southerly,  1.  o.  m.  f. 
Noon  „       „  „ 

1>.M.  3h.    Westerly,  3.  h.  c. 

„  6h. 
Hours  travelled,  6J. 
Encamped  for  rest,  12h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  ^h. 
Detained  about  provisions  and 
drying  clothes,  4h. 
4th  travel,  5  miles,  E.  by  S. 
Qtrue.) 

Friday,  6th. 
A.M.  6h.    Calni,  0.  b.  v. 
Noon.  Easterly,  1.  „ 
P.M.  3h. 

1,  6h.       „  „ 
Hours  travelled,  8^. 
Encamped  for  rest,  12h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  ijh. 
Detained  about  provisions,  2h. 
5th  travel,  8  miles,E.S.E.  (true.) 

Saturday,  7th. 
A.M.  6h.    Westerly,  1.  b.  v. 
Noon  „  „ 

P.M.  3h. 

!>  6h.       „  „ 
Hours  travelled,  8|. 
Encamped  for  rest,  124h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Jh. 
Detained  about  provisions,  2^h. 
6th  travel,  6  miles,  E.S.E.  (true.) 

Sunday,  8th. 
A.M.  6h.    Westerly,  2.  b.  c.  v. 
Noon  „        3.  ,, 

p.si.  3h.         „        4.  „ 
„   6h.         „        2.  „ 


Hours  travelled,  65. 
Encamped  for  rest,  ll^h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  |h. 
Jirecting  cairns,  4h. 

7th  travel,  7  miles,  S.E.  by  E 
(true.) 

Monday,  9th. 
A.M.  6h.    Calm,  0.  b.  c. 
Noon  „     0.  b.  ni. 

P.M.  3h.    Westerly,  2.  f. 

„  6h. 
Hours  travelled,  9;;. 
Encamped  for  rest,  L'i-ih. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  gh. 
8th  travel,  9  miles. 


Fourth  Journey,  Thursday,  May 

6h.  called  the  cook;  breakfasted;  and  proceeded  at  Hli.  Floe  very  good. 
Noon,  lunched.  12h.  45nj.  proceeded  under  sail.  2h.  observed  the  snow 
on  the  top  of  floe  to  be  wet  in  some  places.  At  about  3h.  30rn.  II.M.  sledge 
"  Londesborough  "  broke  through  the  ice.  Launched  the  "  Hamilton"  ice 
boat.  Unloaded  sledge  ;  found  that  a  quantity  of  bread  was  damaged. 
.After  getting  everything  out  of  the  water,  proceeded  close  to  the  land,  and 
encamped  at  Star  Point. 

Fifth  Journey,  Friday,  May  6th. 

6h.  called  the  cook.  7h.  30m.  breakfasted,  after  which  a  cache  was  made 
of  the  damaged  bread.  9h.  30m.  proceeded.  Lunched  at  Ih.  p.m.  abreast 
the  Wall  Cliff,  and  proceeded  to  the  E.S.E.  /h.  encamped  about  three 
miles  from  the  Depot  Point. 

Sixth  Journey,  Saturday,  May  Tth. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  10m.  breakfasted.  7h.  packed  up,  and  pro- 
ceeded towards  Depot  Point,  where  the  sledges  arrived  at  noon,  at  which 
time  we  lunched,  and  then  proceeded  to  open  the  depot,  and  complete 
provisions.  Whilst  here  we  were  joined  by  a  wolf,  the  first  and  only  one  we 
had  yet  seen.  Having  completed  provisions  we  left  at  3h.  p.m.,  and  encamped 
at  8h.  40m. 

Seventh  Journey,  Sunday,  May  8th. 

6h.  called  the  cook.  7h.  30m.  breakfasted.  Qh.  proceeded  towards  an 
island,  the  inner  part  of  which  appearing  to  be  close  to  the  mainland,  we 
steered  towards  the  outer  end.  lOh.  30m.  abreast  of  a  low  spit  of  land; 
here  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  R.N.,  C.B.,  landed  with  an  officer 
and  three  men,  giving  me  directions  to  proceed  with  the  sledges.  Noon, 
lunched.  12h.  45m.  proceeded ;  sent  four  men  back  to  assist  the  Captain  in 
what  he  might  require.  3h.  40m.  Captain  and  party  rejoined.  4h.  30m. 
encamped  on  the  outer  end  of  the  island,  which  was  named  Princess  Royal 
island ;  a  cairn  was  erected  on  the  highest  part  of  it.  6h.  30m.  had  pem- 
mican,  &c.*  The  ice  during  the  latter  part  of  the  day  consisted  of  pack. 
Two  men  suffering  slightly  from  snow-blindness. 

Eighth  Journey,  Monday,  May  9th. 

5h.  called  the  cook ;  breakfasted ;  deposited  on  the  outer  end  of  the 
island  80  rations  for  "  Enterprize's  "  return.  The  "  Londesborough  "  and 
"  Dauntless  "  sledges  also  deposited  their  leather  boots.  8h.  30m.  proceeded 
to  the  eastward.    Noon,  lunched.    12h.  45m.  proceeded.   7h-  encamped. 


Tuesday,  10th. 
A.M.  6h.  Calm,  0.  o.  m 
Noon  „    0.  b.  f. 

i".M.  3h.  North-west,  2.  c.  m.  f. 

„    Oh.         „  „ 
Hours  travelled,  7;;. 
Kncair)p(rd  rf)r  resi,  I. Oh. 
Stopped  for  luiicl],  ijli. 

9th  travel,  0  miles,  H.l*;,  by  K. 

Wcdi)i'Sil;iy,  I  IMi. 
A. >r.  6li     (Jaliii,  0.  I).  0.  ni. 
Noon  „      „  „ 

r.M.  .-Jh.    S.E.    1.  „ 
„    Oh.      „       1 .  „ 

TliurKilay,  I2tlj. 
A.M.  .'ih.  South-eubU-ily,  I.  h. 
II  Oh.  „  „ 


Ninth  Journf:y,  Tuesday,  May  10th. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  7h.  breakfasted.  8h.  30m.  packed  up,  and  pro- 
ceeded. Travelling  over  a  low  flat  gravel  land,  covered  with  snow.  Sledges 
moving  on,  but  slowly.  Noon,  lunched,  after  which  we  proceeded;  the 
sun  very  ti'ying  to  the  eyes.  4h.  50m.  encamped.  The  two  men  recovered 
from  snow  blindness. 

Tkntii  .louiiNKV,  Wcdnesdfty,  May  Wth. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  Mli.  sent  a  parfy  to  assist  in  erecting  cairns.  Packed 
up,  ready  to  proceed.  Noon,  huiched.  3h.  r.M.  party  returned ;  pitched 
tents  ;  had  ])emmican  ;  turned  day  into  night  travelling.  9h.  p.m.  packed 
up,  and  ])rocec  ded.  Observed  a,  bear  and  cub  coming  towards  us  ;  did  not 
succeed  in  capturing  cither,  owing  to  the  wolf,  which  was  still  in  our 
company,  making  an  attack  on  them;  an  l^jsipiiniaux  dog  that  was  with  us 
joined  \\\(\  woll'  in  the  attack,  and  got  a  severe  blow  in  the  side  by  the  bear, 
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and  would,  no  doubt,  have  been  killed,  had  it  not  been  for  the  wolf,  which  j^io"r3  travelled,  03. 

came  into  the  rescue  by  laying  hold  of  bruin  by  the  hinder  quarters :  the  Stopp"^crfo/iunc^^^^ 

wolf  was  then  the  object  of  the  bear's  attack,  but  the  dog  relieved  again  ^ims,  6,1^ 

acted  in  concert  wnth  the  M'olf ;  we  were  ready  with  our  guns,  but  could  get  (u-ue.)^^^  '  ™' 

no  chance  of  nearing  either  bear  or  wolf.    We  were  now  travelling  close  to 

the  land  on  old  knolly  ice,  outside  of  which  appeared  to  be  very  heavy 

pack.    6h.  45m.  encamped  :  had  tea.  Thursday,  12th. 

^  ^  6li.    Westerly,  2.  c.  m. 

Midnig-ht  „ 

EhEYE^TH  JovRmi;  Thursday/,  Ma?/  12th.  ,  a.m.^  Friday,  1 3th. 

5h.  P.M.  called  the  cook.  Breakfasted.  7h.  deposited  the  "  Hamilton"  ice  Hours  travelled,  7. 
boat,  and  170  rations  on  a  low  land ;  erected  a  flag  and  stafl'  over  them.  stTpp'^rfor"iunch^ 
9h.  proceeded.    Midnight,  lunched.    4h.  45m.  encamped.  nth  travel,  8  mUeVs.E.  byE. 

Twelfth  Journey,  Friday/,  May  ]  2>th.  ^""^^y-  ^^th. 

Midnight. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    7h.  45m.  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  a  headland  ^-'i-  Saturday  uth. 
forming  the  entrance  of  a  deep  bay.    llh.  45m.  encamped  on  a  low  point,  g^' 
close  to  the  headland.    Lunched,  and  accompanied  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  a.m.,  Saturday  uth. 
Captain,  R.N.,  with  Mr.  Loney  (Master)  and  Mr.  Grove  (Mate),  to  the  SnTampTdlKes^  i2ih. 
highest  part  of  the  land,  to  ascertain  the  depth  and  extent  of  the  bay.  stopped  for  lunch,'  ih.* 
7h.  30m.  returned  to  the  tents.  ^Snt  ^C^^?' 

12  th  travel,  3  miles. 

_  _  _  T,r      -,  A  1  distance  outwards,  84  miles. 

liRST  Keturn  Journey,  May  \\tli. 

Saturday,  14  th. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    7h.  breakfast,    7h.  50m.  received  my  orders  from  t  m- gii- North- westerly,  i.b.  c. 
Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  R.N.,  C.B.  ;  parted  company  in  execu-  l^ar'"^sunday,"i5th." 
tion  of  orders.    9h.  30m.  passed  an  old  encampment.    Midnight,  stopped   »  3h.  North-westerij-,  i.  b. 
half  an  hour  to  lunch.    2h.  abreast  of  boat  depot.    4h.  30m.  encamped  Hours  traveiied.^si 
about  2  miles  S.E,  by  E.  of  Parker  Point.  Encamped  for  rest^4ih. 

Stopped  for  lunch,  -^h. 
1st  return  travel,  14  miles. 

Second  Return  Journey,  ifcf«z/ 15i!;/i.  Sunday,  isth. 

P.M.  6h.    Calm,  0.  b. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    6h.  15m.  breakfast.    7h.  packed  up  and  away;  Midnight 
passed  several  fox  and  lemming  tracks.    Midnight,  lunched.    12h.  30m.  '^',%h.^°'caim,  a'^b. 
proceeded.     3h.  observed  the  Depot  Point  on  Princess  Royal  Island.  ^^'^  ^i^ 
6h.  30m.  encamped  on  the  island.    Passed  numerous  tracks  of  bears.  Encamped  for  r'es\!'i3h. 


Third  Return  Journey,  May  iQth. 


Stopped  for  lunch,  -|h. 
2d  return  travel,  19  miles. 


Hours  travelled,  6. 


5h.  called  the  cook.    7h.  breakfasted.    7h.  30m.  proceeded  to  the  depot ;  p.m.  eh.  s.-westeriy,  2.  o.  m.  s. 
took  out  the  cask  containing  80  rations,  and  restored  the  boots ;  proceeded  f^jf^jf^g^^j^ 
again  at  9h.  30m.    A  bear  and  cub  was  seen,  but  not  close  enough  to  fire   „  'sh.  s. -westerly,  2.  o.  m.  s. 
at.    One  of  the  dogs  I  had  with  me  (anExquimaux  bitch)  was  in  the  habit  " 
of  absenting  herself  from  the  tent  for  2  or  3  hours  as  soon  as  we  pitched ; 
at  our  last  encampment  she  made  off,  and  not  returning  by  the  time  we 
were  again  under  weigh,  led  me  to  suppose  she  was  killed  by  the  bear  and 
cub.    Midnight,  stopped  half  an  hour  to  lunch;  proceeded  at  12h.  30m.  ^°^^™P'^'^f°i  ^<^st,  la 
I  now  began  to  find  that  the  floe  was  getting  bad  for  travelling  over ;  water  stopped  for  lunch,  ^h. 
had  flown  up  in  many  places,  and  where  I  had  passed  over  only  10  days  Detained  about  provisions,  2h 
since  was  now  almost  impassable,  even  with  a  light  sledge.    4h.  encamped.  3d  return  travel,  11  miles. 

Fourth  Return  Journey,  May  V]tli.  Tuesda}'-,  17th. 

P.M.  6h.   Southerly,  1.  o,  m. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    6h.  30m.  breakfasted,    /h.  packed  up,  and  pro-  ^^f°'^'^ye,^„;;^a  is'th 
ceeded.    9h.  30m.  killed  and  skinned  a  bear,  the  time  of  first  seeing  which   '^^'  'sh.  EaTterf^' i.  o.  "m. 
until  he  was  skinned  and  the  sledge  under  weigh  occupying  17  minutes    "  6h. 
only.    Midnight,  lunched.    12h.  30m.  proceeded.    On  nearing  the  Wall  ^^"^"^  ^• 
Point  I  found  the  ice  still  getting  worse ;  and  the  weather  being  thick  I  ^("''^^^fi^/j^^^f 
thought  it  advisable  to  get  on  the  land,  which  I  had  some  difficulty  in  doing,  Det^amed  kiiUng  anVkaying  i 
owing  to  the  immense  ridge  of  hummocks  that  lined  the  coast.    On  landing  tear,  17  minutes, 
and  looking  from  an  eminence,  to  my  astonishment  I  saw  a  large  space  of  \xxy&\  9  miles, 

water  immediately  in  the  track  of  where  our  sledges  had  crossed  on  their 
outward  journey.    4h.  encamped  on  the  Wall  Point. 
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Wednesday,  1 8th. 
P.M.  6li.    East,  1.  o.  f. 
Midnight    „  „ 
A.M.    Tliiu-sday,  lOtli. 

„  Oh.    East,  2.  o.  f. 
Hours  travelled,  81^. 
Encamped  for  rest,  1 .5h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  ill. 
5th  return  travel,  12  miles. 


Thursday,  19th. 

P.M.  6h. 
Midnight. 
A.M.  Friday,  20th. 
„  .3h. 

Hours  travelled,  11. 
Encamped  for  rest.  llh. 
Stopped  for  hmoh,  -^h. 
6th  travel,  20  miles. 


Fifth  llF/ruiiN  Journkv,  Mai/  \9,th. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  30m.  breakfasted.  7h.  packed  up,  and  pro- 
ceeded. 9h.  30m.  al)reast  of  Star  Point;  much  water  }>etween  it  and 
Table  Island.  Observed  3  ducks  flying  to  the  eastward,  also  the  track  of 
oxen  passing  from  Exmouth  Island  to  the  land  between  Wall  and  Star 
Points.    Midnight,  lunched.    12h.  30m.  proceeded.    4h.  encamped. 

Sixth  Return  JouiiNiiy,  May  l()th. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  30m.  breakfast;  proceeded  at  7h.,  passing 
amongst  pack  ice;  water  flown  up  in  several  places.  9h.  30m.  landed  on 
Coffin  Island ;  ascended  ditto,  and  found  the  water  making  off  the  N.E. 
extreme.  Midnight,  lunched.  12h.  ."iOm.  proceeded.  3h.  encamped  for 
a  short  time  on  Village  Point.    Noon,  called  the  cook.    2h.  packed  up  and 


Distance  home^vards,  85  niiies.  proceeded.    5h.  30m.  arrived  on  board  the  ship  all  well. 


Saturday,  2Sth. 
P.M.  Gh.    Northerly,  2.  h.  c.  v. 
Midnight       „       1-  ,> 
A.M.  Sunday,  29th. 

„  3h.  Calm,  o.  b.  c.  v. 

„  6h. 
Hours  travelled,  7. 
Encamped  for  rest. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  ih. 
1st  travel,  second  time,  8  miles. 

Sunday  29  th. 
P.M.  6h.    Westerly,  3.  o. 
Midnight.  Variable,  1.  b.  c.  ni. 
A.M.  Monday,  30th. 

,,  3h.  Variable,  1.  b.  c. 

',.  6h. 
Hours  travelled,  9-i-. 
Encamped  for  rest,  14h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  -^h. 
2d  travel,  second  time,  84-  miles. 

Monday,  30th. 
P.M.  6h.  West,  1 .  c. 
Midnight     ,,  „ 
A.M.    Tuesday,  31st. 

„  .3h.   West,  1.0.  f. 

„  6h.  „ 
Hours  travelled,  84. 
Encamped  for  r-sl,  15/1. 
Stopped  foi'  Iniii;1i,  ,'. Ii. 
3d  travel,  second  lime,  7 i  miles. 


Tuesday,  31st. 
P.M.  Oh.    Easlerly,  I.  b. 
Midiiigiit    „  „ 
A.M.    vVtdriesdfiy,  Ist  June. 
„  ;ih.    Westerly,  3.  b.  e 

„  eh. 

Hours  travcl'crl,  '.1. 
Encamped  for  rest,  l  UJi. 
Sto|)()ed  i'or  iiiiieli 


Saturday,  May2lst,  to  Saturday,  May2Hth,  1853. 

I  remained  with  my  sledge  and  crew  on  board,  preparing  to  take  out  a 
depot,  and  also  awaiting  the  arrival  of  the  sledge  "Lady  PVanklin  "  (Dr. 
Lyall),  who  was  to  assist  in  laying  out  the  same.  We  were  ready  to  start 
on  Friday,  but  were  prevented  by  a  gale  of  wind,  and  much  snow  and  drift ; 
however,  the  weather  next  day  was  more  favourable,  and  we  started  in  the 
evening  on  our  outward  journey. 

First  Journey  Outward,  2d  Time,  May  28th,  1853. 

Leaving  the  ships  at  7h.,  with  the  "Lady  Franklin"  (sledge)  in  com- 
pany we  made  the  best  of  our  way  to  Village  I^oint ;  stopped  a  short  time 
to  lunch,  and  encamped  on  Village  Point  at  about  2h.  30m. 

Second  Journey  Outward,  2d  Time,  May  2^th,  1853. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  7h.  proceeded.  Sledges  completely  burying  them- 
selves in  the  snow,  under  which  in  many  places  there  was  water,  rendering 
it  necessary  for  two  crews  to  take  one  sledge  on  at  a  time.  Midnight, 
lunched.  12h.  30m.  proceeded.  5h.  encamped  on  the  N.E.  extreme  ; 
found  the  water  to  have  increased  between  it  and  Co0!in  Island. 

Third  Journey  Outward,  2d  Time,  May  SOth. 

By  7h.  we  were  again  under  Aveigh,  and  finding  that  keeping  close  to  the 
land  caused  the  distance  to  be  increased,  I  determined  to  strike  out  for 
the  floe,  and  stick  to  it  as  long  as  I  considered  it  safe  for  heavily  laden 
sledges.  The  first  part  of  this  march  we  had  much  pack  ice  to  contend 
with,  but  the  latter  part  we  were  favoured  by  a  good  floe,  with  little  or  no 
snow  on  it.    Encamped  at  4h. 

Fourth  Journey  Outward,  2d  Time,  3Iay  31  st. 


Alter  breakfast  proceeded.  Floe  still  very  good,  but  knowing  we  were 
fast  ajiproaching  the  spot  where  the  "  Londesborough  "  sledge  broke  into 
nearly  a  month  since,  made  me  anxious  about  the  sledges  now  under  my 
charge  ;  however,  to  prevent  any  accidents,  I  kept  some  distance  in  advance, 
trying  the  ice  as  I  proceeded.  About  midnight,  I  began  to  find  seal  holes 
4tiiuavei, second  time, 8 miles.  ,,,imerous,  and  thc  icc  vciy  thin  in  placcs  ;  and  likewise  patches  of  water 

5  or  G  feet  in  length,  by  2  or  3  feet  wide.  My  only  resource  now  was  to 
keep  in  for  thc  ];ind,  on  ascending  which,  as  fur  as  the  eye  could  reach, 
there  were  several  large  s])accs  of  water;  mnii}'  ducks  were  to  be  seen  in  some 
of  them.  When  we  enciimped,  launched  our  boat  ( I  lalkett's  india-rubber), 
which  held  one  person  very  comfortably  for  shooi  ing.  Our  feathered  friends 
apijcsu'cd  t.olook  ()n  us  as  foes  :  wliethei-  they  smelt  ])owder  and  shot,  I  know 
not;  ncx'erthelcss,  as  Cast  sis  our  in(li;i-rul)!)ei'  (loat  approached  in  one  direction, 
they  were  oil'  in  niiol  her. 


(    159  ) 


Fifth  Journey  Outward,  2d  Time,  June  1st,  1853.  Wednesday,  ist  Juna. 

On  reaching  the  Wall  Point,  I  was  obliged  for  some  distance  to  keep  off  MTdnig^u  ^^J'^^^^'y'^^-  °- 
the  land,  in  consequence  of  the  steepness  of  the  cliff,  and  to  regain  which      3h^''"{vesterr^"3  f 
had  to  unload  and  make  bridges  of  the  sledges,  and  pass  the  provisions  and   "  eh.      * "     '  °' 
gear  along :  this  of  course  caused  a  little  delay,  but  the  sledffe  crews  showed        trawiied,  7. 

00  ^  ,     ^     ,  ^  li'iiCtiniped.  lor  rest  loli 

great  zeal  and  cheerfulness  in  the  manner  in  which  they  performed  this  or  stopped  for  lunch/ih. 
any  other  duty.    A  hirge  extent  of  water  off  this  point  of  more  than  one  JJe^Ss^'^u'ir""  ^°  ™^°'''^ 
and  a  half  miles  in  length,  and  half  a  mile  wide.  5thtravei'secondtime,7i  miles. 

Thursday,  2d. 
P.M.  6h.    South-easterly,  2.  c. 

Sixth  Journey  Outward,  2d  Time,  June  2d.  Midnight        „       i.  c. 

A.M.    Friday,  3d. 

Starting  at  the  usual  time,  keeping  along  the  low  part  of  the  land,  -which  " 
was  covered  with  snow ;  cutting  across  bays  where  the  ice  would  permit  of  Hours  traveUed'  g. 

tin  rl  nin  o-  Encamped  for  rest,  1 44h. 

SO  UUillg.  Stopped  for  lunch,  ^h. 

6th  travel,  second  time,  G  miles, 

Seventh  Journey  Outward,  2d  Time,  June  3d.  Friday,  3d. 

P.M.  6h.    Southerly,  1.  o. 

This  day  at  starting  we  were  from  4  to  5  miles  off  the  inner  point  of  Midnight     „      i.  c. 
Princess  Royal  Island,  at  which  place  the  depot  was  to  be  left  and  properly 
secured  against  bears  or  any  other  animals  likely  to  destroy  it ;  crossing  satm-day  4th 

over  a  low  flat  of  some  3  miles  in  extent,  and  a  patch  of  ice  of  about  1^-  miles,  a.m.  ah.  South-easterly,  2.c. 
we  encamped  on  the  island  about  11  h.  30m.  After  the  usual  routine  of  lunch,  pio,„s^j.j.j^^eiied"4.' 
and  the  half  hour  extended  to  an  hour  for  an  extra  pipe  of  tobacco  for  the  Encamped  for  r'estrish. 
men,  we  took  pickaxes,  shovels,  &c.  and  dug  a  place  in  the  most  conspicuous  Stopped  for  lunch,  ih.  ^ 

,  A,  ^  -I  n    1     ,T  •     1  ,  ii  1  ^  place  to  secure  the  depot 

and  secure  spot  we  could  imd ;  this  done,  we  returned  to  our  encampment,  in,  sh. 

7th  travel,  second  time,  4i 
miles. 

•  Outward  travel,  second  time, 

Inner  Part  of  Princess  Royal  Island,  June  4ih,  1853. 

'  '  P.M.  6h.  Saturday,  4th. 

Dr.  Lyall  had  gone  to  the  highest  part  of  the  island  during  the  time  we  S"'fLfy!tt?'' 

were  engaged  burying  the  provisions  and  erecting  a  cairn  over,  and  on  his  „  3h.  westerly,  i.  b.  c. 

return  to  the  tents  reported  having  seen  a  party  to  the  S.E.,  but  too  dis-  Hourstraveiied. 

tant  for  us  to  assist  in,  in  that  day's  march ;  I  knowing  at  the  same  time  it  Encamped  for  rest,  uh. 

was  not  any  one  likely  to  be  in  want  of  aid,  and  that  it  was  in  all  proba-  lurymg^depit^'^^and^'e 

bility  the  sledge  "  Dauntless,"  Mr.  Grove  (mate),  which  was  due  there  cairn  over,  oh. 

about  that  time.    1  deer,  1  hare,  and  3  ptarmigan  seen.  Royrusilnd!^*^^"'^*'^'''^^'^^^ 

Encampment,  Inner  Part  of  Princess  Royal  Island,  June  5th.  w""^^^,  , 

'  '  P.M.  Gh.  Westerly,  L  h. 

After  breakfast,  ascertaining  the  whereabouts  of  the  party,  Dr.  Lyall,  AjI!!°'MondJy,  6th'.' 
myself,  and  12  men,  went  out  to  meet  and  assist  them  on.    On  nearing,       sh.  Northerly,  3.  c.  o. 
found  it  tp  be  two  parties,  the  sledge  "  Londesborough"  (Captain  Sir  n'ours't'raveiied,' s^. '' 
Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  R.N.,  C.B.)  and  the  "  Dauntless,"  Mr.  Grove  (mate) ;  Encamped  for  r'estri4tt. 
sent  6  men  to  each  sledge,  who  assisted  them  as  far  as  their  encampment  ^ssistbg  Lon'desw  and 
on  the  outer  end  of  the  Island.   About  4  we  returned  to  our  tents  on  the  Dauntless  siedges  in. 
inner  part  of  the  same  island. 

Monday,  6th. 

h/^p  M)  Northerly,  L  c.  m. 

June  or/i.  Midnight     „      3.  o.  s. 

About  7h.  I  took  a  party  and  crossed  the  island  to  Captain  Sir  Edward  '^'^y'  sh^^'^NortiJeri^^^ 
Belcher's  tent,  to  await  orders.    Having  received  them,  myself  and  party      eh.  1.  b.  c 

'      1/         ^         1       »/    Hours  travelled  10- 

returned  to  the  encampment,  struck  tents,  and  proceeded  to  dig  up  the  Encamped  for  rest,  I'sh. 
depot  and  transport  it  to  the  outer  end  of  the  island,  where  we  encamped  in  cyflfthe^de  ^™to'com  lete 
company  with  the  "  Londesborough"  and  "  Dauntless"  sledges  at  6h.  a.m.,  s^iedges!*^  ocompce 
completing  the  fori^er  with  any  provisions,  &c.  that  might  be  required. 

Tuesday,  7th. 
P.M.  6h.  Northerly,  4.  b.  c. 
Midnight        „       2.  b.  c. 
June  7th.  A.M.    Wednesday,  8th. 

„    3h.  Northerly,  Lb.  c. 

Before  parting  company  with  the  "Londesborough"  this  evening,  I  Hours' travelled,  5. 
received  fresh  orders  as  to  the  disposal  of  the  depot.   The  "  Lady  Frankhn"  g°°''™P"J/°[,,''^^if  j^f^- 
accompanied  the  "  Londesborough,"  and  the  "  Dauntless"  (Mr.  Grove)  was  siedges  completed  ;  ^i-eturn  to 
sent  to  assist  the  "  Enterprize,"  under  my  command :  we  encamped  on  the  infer  part  of  Princess  Royal 

n  ,T      •  T      T    .  ^        -.fii        "  J  Island;  send  a  shooting  party 

inner  part  01  the  island,  to  await  iurtner  orders.  out. 
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Wednesday,  8t,h. 
V.M.  Gh.  Northerly,  4  c.  m. 
Jlidniglit       „        1.  b.  c. 
A.M.   Tliiirstlay,  iltli. 

.3li.   Northerly,  1.  b.  v. 
„  6h. 

Not  iinderweigh  this  diiy. 
Iteceive  I're.sli  orders. 

Thursdny,  'Jth. 
p.  jr.  6h.   South-easterly,  2.  c. 
Midnight        „  1.  c. 

A.M.    Friday,  lOih. 

„   3h.    „       2.  c. 

„    6h.    „       2.  c.  o. 
Hours  travelled,  -Ik. 
Encamped  for  rest,  1  Hh. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  -Jh. 
Detained  by  depot,  4h. 
Deposit  provisions,  and  proceed 
in  execution  of  orders. 
6  miles. 

Friday,  10th. 
P.M.  6h.    Southerly,  2.  b. 
Midnight  „ 
A. 51.    Saturday,  11th. 

„  oh.    Calm,  0.  c.  m. 
Hours  travelled,  8^h. 
Encamped  for  rest,  15h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  -^h. 
8  miles. 

Saturday,  11th. 
P.M.  6h.  N. Westerly,  2.  to  3.  c.  o. 
Midnight       „  „ 
A.M.    Sunday,  12th. 

„  3h.  North-westerly,  2.  c.  o. 

„  6h. 
Hours  travelled,  8. 
Encampid  for  rest,  14h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  ih. 
Detained  by  provisions,  lib. 
8  miles. 

Sunday,  12th. 
P.M.  Ch.  North --westerly,  2.  b.  e. 
]\Iidnight       „  ,, 
A.M.    Monday,  13th. 

„  3h.    Calm,  0.  b.  e. 
Hours  travelled,  5. 
Encamped  for  rest,  1.5h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  ih. 
Detained  by  provisions,  3Ah. 
lleturn  to  depot  point.    Dig  up 
the  depot. 
8  miles. 

Monday,  13th. 
P.M.  Gh.  North-westerly,  4.  b.  c. 
Midnight    ,       „  ,, 
A.M.    Tuesday,  14th. 

,,  3h.  Nortii-westerly,  4.  b.  c. 
Hours  travelled,  .0. 
]'jncainped  for  reit,  14h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  lb. 
I^etained,  4h. 

Iteacli  Wall  I'oint  with  depot ; 
arrange  dcjjot  ;  .send  a  party  to 
build  a  cairn. 
8  miles. 

Tuesday,  14th. 
P.M.  6h.  North-westerly,  4.  o.  c. 
Midnight       „  „ 
A.M.    Wednesday,  Llth. 

„  3h.  N. Westerly,  4.  <).  cm. 

„  Oh.       „  „ 
Start  from  Wall  to  Star  I'oint  ; 
bury  provisions,  and  return  to 
Willi. 

Hours  trav(!llcd,  '.). 
JvnciiMiped  for  rest,  1  4li. 
Stopped  Cor  lunch,  I  li. 

Wedmwlay,  I.Oth. 
j'.M.  Oh.  N.  Westerly,  4.  toO.e.o. 
Midnigiit       „  „ 
A.,n     'I'InirHday,  KUh. 


Ju7l(i  H/Ji. 

Not  having  to  get  under  weigh  this  evening,  I  sent  out  a  shooting  party, 
wlio  returned  after  some  hours  abs(;nce  with  two  geese.  About  I  ob- 
served two  men  coming  towards  the  encampment;  they  were  two  oi  the 
"  Lady  Frankhn's"  sledge  crew,  with  fresh  orders  from  the  captain. 

Jwnt;  [jtli. 

Deposited  23  days  provisions  for  1 1  men  at  the  Low  point  within  the 
island  (the  place  specified),  and  2  men  provisioned  independent  of  the 
other  for  20  days.  I  now  proceeded  with  "  P^nterprize"  and  "  Dauntless" 
on  my  return,  in  execution  of  orders. 


Second  Return  Journey,  2d  Time,  June  lOth. 

Breakfasted  and  away;  water  increased  since  our  outward  journey. 
Lmiched  at  the  usual  time,  and  encamped  at  4h. 


TnmD  Return  Journey,  2d  Time,  June  llth. 

We  now  proceeded  towards  Wall  Point,  where  we  arrived  at  3h.  30m. 
Dug  a  trench,  and  deposited  all  provisions  on  "  Enterprize"  and  "  Dauntless" 
sledges,  and  encamped. 


Fourth  Journey,  June  \2tli. 

Returned  to  Depot  Point  with  sledges.  Dug  up  the  depot.  Loaded 
sledges,  and  erected  a  pile.  This  day  i'or  the  first  time  we  got  water  off 
the  land  for  cooking  with. 


Fifth  Return  Journey,  2d  Time,  June  I3th. 

Proceeded  towards  the  Wall  Point,  where  we  arrived  at  midnight.  After 
lunch  sent  a  party  under  Mr.  Grove  to  erect  a  cairn,  whilst  I  remained  to 
arrange  the  depot.    About  4h.  they  returned,  having  partly  built  it. 


Sixth  Return  Journey,  2d  Time,  June  14th. 

Started  with  both  sledges  tor  the  Star  Point;  buried  the  provisions 
ref|iiired  ;  erected  a  staff  and  cairn  to  denote  their  position  ;  returned  to  the 
Wall  Point  and  encamped. 


Seventh  Return  Journey,  2d  Time,  June  ]5f.h. 

Went  with  a  j)ai  l.y  of  in( "ii  aUcr  breakfast  to  finish  the  cairn  commenced. 
„  ;jh.  Norih  westerly, 4. CO.  -^^^^^         ^jj^.  provisions   Iclt  hcrc  (AViill    Point).    Loaded  sledges,  and 


Honrn  travelled,  4. 
iMicaiiiped  lor  I'c'tt,  Mb. 
Sloppi'd  tor  liincdi,  fji. 
Detained  erecting  a  cuini, 
4  luiluM, 


encamjK'd  tiiat  iiiaich  close  to  Star  Point. 
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Eighth  Return  Journey,  2d  Time,  June  \Qth. 

Packed  up  and  proceeded  again  at  7h.,  Iceeping  close  to  the  land.  Water 
appears  to  be  making  fast.    Lunched,  and  was  again  away.  Encamped. 

Ninth  Return  Journey,  2d  Time,  June  \7th. 

Weather  ver  v  thick,  with  snow ;  towards  midnight  it  cleared.  Picked  out 
a  conspicuous  place  for  a  cairn  ;  erected  it  after  lunch,  and  encamped  on  the 
N.E.  extreme. 


Tenth  Return  Journey,  2d  Time,  June  I8th. 

Struck  across  for  the  land  about  Village  Point;  after  getting  about  H- 
miles  towards  it,  found  the  snow,  with  water  between  it  and  the  floe,  so  deep 
that  I  could  not  get  even  one  sledge  along  at  a  time.  Men  above  their 
knees  in  water.  I  partly  retraced  my  steps,  and  swept  the  Bay,  cutting  off 
as  much  as  possible.  Floe  in-shore  much  better. 

Eleventh  Return  Journey,  2d  Time,  June  IQih. 

Arrived  at  Village  Point  about  lOh.  30m.  Deposited  cache  of  provisions, 
and  left  after  lunch.  3h.  encamped  about  4  miles  from  ship.  1  Ih.  30m. 
proceeded,  and  arrived  on  board  about  2h.  30m.  p.m. 

General  Routine  Observed. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  Breakfast  and  under  weigh  by  7h.  Midnight,  stop 
half  an  hour  to  lunch.  Encamp  about  4h.  30m.  Have  pemmican,  tea,  and 
smoke,  and  into  blanket  bags. 

Provision  Suggestions. 

Pemmican,  f  of  a  lb.  we  found  rather  short.  Would  recommend  lib. 
The  currant  was  generally  liked,  but  the  sugared  pemmican  not. 

Biscuit,  £  of  a  lb.  ;  would  recommend  lib.  Boiled  bacon,  allowance 
ample  but  rather  fat;  frequently  the  men  could  not  eat  it.  Would  suggest 
that  alternately  it  be  relieved  by  some  other  food. 

The  conduct  of  the  men  under  my  charge  during  the  Spring  operations 
was  most  satisfactory,  showing  on  all  occasions  great  zeal  in  the  cause  in 
which  we  were  all  engaged. 


Thursday,  16th. 
P.M.  6h.    N.W.  4.  c.  m.  q. 

Midnight         „  „ 
A.M.    Friday,  17th. 

„  3h.    N.^Vesterly.  3.  c.  m. 
Hours  travelled,  8,j. 
Encamped  for  rest,  15. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  ^h. 
9  miles. 
Friday,  17th. 
P.M.  6h.  North-'svesterly, 2.  o.  s. 
Midnight  „  1.  c. 

A.ir.    Saturday,  18th. 
„  3h.    North-westerly,  1.  b. 
V  6h. 
Hours  travelled,  5. 
Encamped  for  rest,  14^h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  ih 
Erecting  a  cairn,  4h. 
5  rcik's. 

Saturday,  18th. 
P.M.  6h.    Northerly,  3.  c. 
Midnight       „         1.  c. 
A.M.    Sunday,  19  th. 
„  3h.    Southerly,  2.  e. 
„  Gh. 
Hours  travelled,  9. 
Encamped  for  rest,  14^h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  -^h. 
9  miles. 

Sunday,  19th. 
P.M.  6h.  North  Avesterly,  1.  b.  v. 
Midnight       „  „ 
A.M.    Monda3%  20th. 
„  3h.    North-westerly,  2.  c. 
„  6h.       „  „       c.  o. 

Hours  travelled,  10. 
Encamped  for  rest,  S^h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Ih, 
14  miles. 


Sledge  Crew  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Enterprize." 


Name. 

Quality. 

Age. 

Ship. 

Eemarks. 

Mr.  J.  H.  AUard 
James  Robinson     -  - 
Thomas  Barber 
George  Quiddington  - 
Heniy  Tranter  - 
Richard  Bex  - 
Alexander  Bailie 
John  Clark 
George  Custance 
John  Green 
William  Wood 

Master 

Captain  of  sledge  - 
Sail-maker  - 
Carpenter's  mate  - 
A.B.  . 
R.M.  - 

Carpenter's  crew  - 

Steward 

Stoker 

R.M. 

Ship's  cook  - 

39 
31 
31 
31 
26 
29 
36 
29 
31 
33 

"  Pioneer." 

"  Assistance." 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Ditto  - 

Ditto  - 

Ditto. 

"  Pioneer." 

Ditto. 

Ditto. 

Sent  to  "  Dauntless." 
Sent  to  "Londesborough." 

Exchanges  effected  between  May  2d  and  20th. 

Name. 

Quality. 

Age. 

Ship. 

Eemarks. 

Ransom  Unthank 
Isaac  Barnott  - 

Ice  quartermaster  - 
Captain  maintop  - 

38 
28 

"Assistance" 
Ditto  - 

Received  from  "  Lcndes- 
borough." 

Received  from  "  Daunt- 
less." 

X 
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ExClIAKEGES  between  May  201  li  and  28tli. 


Name. 

Age. 

Sliij). 

ItemarkK. 

Thoinas  Barber  - 
George  Oouziiis  - 
Isaac  Barnott 

Walter  Marshall 
William  Wood  - 

Geoi'ge  Harris  - 

Sail-makei-  - 
Stole er  -       -  . 

A.];. 

A.V,. 

Ship's  cook 
A.B.  - 

.'1  ] 
2() 
2H 

28 
30 

"  AKKistance" 
"  J'ioneer"  - 
"Assistance" 

Dillo  -  - 
"  Pioneer"  - 

Ditto  - 

Left  on  board  from  iiincKH. 

Til            tii    1  lirirri'iu  It'i  t'li/'i* 

Ail  Jl<^IJ  \Jl    X  il*JtHtJin  iJitl  • 

Left  on   board,  having 

bad  leg. 
In  lieu  of  Isa.ic  Barnott, 
Left   on   board,  having 

swollen  legs. 
In  lieu  of  Wni.  Wood. 

Number  of  days  out  ...              -              -    19  days. 

Ditto  „         home,  shifting  depAt.s,  &c,    -         -  23  „ 

Ditto  of  hours  travelled        -               •■              -  283  hours. 

Ditto  ditto    encamped  for  rest       ...  •518J  „ 

Ditto  ditto    detained  by  weather 

Ditto  ditto    stopped  for  luncheon        -             -  2.5|  „ 

Ditto  ditto    building  cairns  and  making  depots  60|  „ 

Estimated  distance  travelled  -  -  -  309  miles. 

Mean  rate  of  daily  travelling  -  -  -    10  „ 


Enclosure  No.  17-  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Lieutenant  May's  Lieutenant  May  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Proceedings.  Sir,  Northumberland  Sound,  June  20th,  1853, 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  with  my  return  to  this  ship  on  the 
13th  instant,  with  the  crew  of  the  sledge  "  Reliance,"  all  well. 

From  the  important  nature  of  the  despatches  received  from  Captain 
Kellett,  relative  to  the  discovery  of  H. M.S.  "Investigator"  by  the  "Re- 
solute," I  have  returned  to  the  ship  with  all  despatch,  in  order  that  you 
might  receive  them  at  the  earliest  moment.  But  finding  from  Lieutenant 
Cheyne,  that  in  all  probability  you  were  without  the  range  of  communica- 
tion from  this,  it  became  imperative  for  me  to  await  the  return  of  one  of 
your  limited  sledges  ("  Enterprize "  or  "Dauntless"),  in  order  that  their 
receipt  by  you  might  be  in  some  degree  ensured. 

These  sledges  returned  yesterday  evening  all  well,  conveying  your 
orders  to  the  commanding  officers  of  this  ship,  which  I  have  the  honour 
to  acknowledge,  and  now  deem  it  my  duty  to  transmit  to  you  forthwith 
the  important  despatches  with  which  I  have  been  charged.  Lieutenant 
Cheyne  and  a  party  of  six  men  are  equipped  and  victualled  for  fourteen 
days,  and  will  leave  this  evening  with  directions  to  use  his  best  efforts  to 
place  these  documents  into  your  hands. 

At  present  (from  the  reports  I  have  received  from  the  two  sledges  re- 
turned, and  my  own  observation)  I  do  not  consider  it  practicable,  from 
the  decayed  state  of  the  ice  to  the  northward,  to  advance  a  boat  in  that 
direction.  A  vigilant  look-out  is  being  preserved  from  Mount  Britannia, 
in  order  tliat  assistance  may  be  rendered  available  for  any  returning  parties 
that  may  stand  in  need  of  it. 

On  my  passage  aci'oss  from  the  southward,  I  found  the  ice  in  good  tra- 
velling condition  tnitil  within  about  three  miles  of  Spit  Island,  around  which 
and  to  the  eastward  it  liad  broken  up,  and  there  was  a  large  extent  of  open 
water  intermingled  with  loose  streams  of  ice.  But  on  Sunday  last,  the 
weathei-  being  very  clear,  I  proceeded  to  Mount  Britannia  to  look  for  the . 
sledges  due  from  the  N.E.,  and  then  saw  that  to  all  appearance  a  lane  of 
water  extended  across  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  which 
will  l)c  shortly  navigable  ibr  boats. 

I  beg  leaver  to  acquaint  you,  that  your  oi'ders  relative  to  the  refitting  of 
the  ship  for  sci'vicc  aie  being  carried  out,  and  trust  that,  on  your  retimi, 
she  will      found  in  a  state  to  meet  your  a-p])i'ol)ation. 

1  have,  (Sic. 

(Signed)       WAi/ri;H  W.  May,  Lieutenant, 

in  charge  of  II. M.S.  "  Assistance." 
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Enclosure  No.  18  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Mr.  Francis  B.  Herbert,  Mate,  late  in  Charge  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Success         Proceedings  of 

to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.  Mr.  Herbert,  Mate. 

HfT  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance,"  Northumberland  Sound, 
Sir,  '  June  29th  1853. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  my  journal  of  the  proceedings  of 
Her  Majesty's  sledge  "  Success,"  from  the  10th  of  xApril  to  the  13th  of 
May  1853,  which  I  trust  will  meet  with  your  approbation.  It  gives  me 
great  pleasure  to  report  that  the  crew  whilst  under  my  command  behaved 
much  to  my  satisfaction  by  doing  their  duty  well  and  cheerfully. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Francis  B.  Herbert,  Mate, 
Late  in  charge  of  Her  Majesty's  sledge  "  Success." 


Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  to  Mr.  Francis  B.  Herbert,  Mate,           Orders  to  Mr.  Herbert, 
commanding  the  Sledge  "  Success."   

Her  Majesty's  Sledge  the  "  Success,"  Mr.  Herbert,  Mate. 

Motto,  "  Success  to  the  Brave." 

This  is  one  of  the  most  difficult  matters  on  which  I  have  had  to  treat.  Suc- 
cess is  sometimes  the  sport  of  fortune,  but  in  these  climes  success  only  attends 
perseverance  and  determination  in  the  onward  path  of  duty  and  endurance. 
Borrowing  the  sentiment  of  another  sledge  banner,  "  Deeds  not  Words," 
must  prove  your  claim  to  success.  In  our  case,  next  to  the  example  of 
severe  duty  in  yourself,  the  infusion  of  cheerfulness  and  good  humour 
into  those  under  your  care,  as  well  as  command,  affords  the  best  prospect  of 
success  ;  it  renders  all  difficulties  trifles,  and  easily  to  be  overcome. 

Entrusting  this  banner  to  your  keeping,  and  with  every  confidence  in 
your  zeal  and  ability,  I  sincerely  pray  that  you  may  be  blessed  with  health 
and  strength  to  complete  your  allotted  task,  and  to  return  to  us,  if  not  as 
successful  as  you  anticipate,  still  deserving  commendation. 


By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Assistance,"  and  in  command  of  Arctic  Squadron, 

Whereas  you  have  been  appointed  to  Her  Majesty's  sledge  "  Success," 
to  be  employed  on  the  South-western  Searching  Division,  under  Commander 
Richards. 

You  will  place  yourself  under  his  direction,  or  of  any  Lieutenant  who  maj'^ 
succeed  him,  on  that  duty. 

Upon  quitting  Commander  Richards  you  will  receive  from  him  either 
definite  orders  for  your  guidance,  or  he  will  countersign  this  document  in 
approbation  of  your  return  to  this  ship,  via  the  main  depot  at  Cape  Lady 
Franklin. 

Using  every  proper  effort  to  reach  the  ship  within  the  period  for  which 
you  will  then  have  provision,  I  must  impress  upon  you  the  necessity  of 
not  risking  by  change  of  weather,  &c.  any  delay,  by  being  led  after  the 
pursuit  of  game,  bears,  &c. 

You  will  keep  a  journal  of  your  proceedings  under  the  form  issued,  and 
present  the  same  to  me,  duly  signed,  within  a  reasonable  period  after  your 
return. 

No  senior  (excepting  Lieutenant  Osborn)  is  in  any  manner  to  interfere 
with  or  direct  you. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
in  Northumberland  Sound,  this  9th  of  April  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain. 
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Orders  to  Mr.  Herbert,    Commander  G.  II.  RrciiARDS  to  Mr.  Francis  B.  Herbert,  Mate,  command- 
  ing  the  Sledge  *'  Succchs." 

By  Commander  G.  H.  Richards,  Commanding  South- western  Division. 

The  time  having  arrived  for  you  to  quit  the  Western  Division  on  your 
route  homeward,  jou  will  set  out  on  your  return  to-morrow  morning,  for 
Northumberland  Sound. 

You  will  erect  a  cairn  on  the  point  the  division  encamped  upon  on  the 
28th  instant,  and  deposit  there  one  of  the  documents  with  which  you  will 
be  supplied.  If  circumstances  should  favour  you,  you  will  erect  another  on 
the  N.W.  point  of  Fishook  J5ay  (the  point  nearest  to  the  Solitary  Mount.) 

Proceeding  then  direct  for  the  depot  at  Cape  Foi'tune,  you  will  supply 
yourself  with  the  five  days  provision  left  for  you,  being  careful  to  secure 
the  cairn  with  the  remainder.  The  S.W.  bluff  of  Deception  Group  will  be 
your  next  point.  There  you  will  probal)]y  find  a  cairn  erected  by  Doctor 
Lyall,  which  you  will  visit,  leaving  a  record  of  your  proceedings. 

Should  you  not  find  a  cairn  on  that  bluff,  you  will  build  one.  and  leave 
a  document.  From  that  bluff  you  will  return  by  our  outward  track,  visit- 
ing in  succession  the  cairns  on  Sandstone  Point  and  the  N.E.  point  of  the 
Deception  Group,  both  of  which  I  anticipate  Doctor  Lyall  will  have  erected  ; 
if  not,  you  must  endeavour  to  do  so.  At  the  Deception  depot  you  will, 
after  taking  your  five  days  provision  and  securing  the  depot,  return  direct 
to  Northumberland  Sound. 

Nothing  but  the  strongest  necessity  will  warrant  you  in  touching  the 
grand  depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin.  The  whole  of  the  provisions  there 
will  be  required  to  complete  the  search  to  the  westward  ;  and  as  there  is 
every  probability  of  an  early  disruption  of  the  ice  in  the  Queen's  Channel, 
I  must  urge  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavour  to  cross  it  at  as  early  a  period 
as  possible. 

At  every  cairn  you  may  visit  you  w^ill  leave  a  brief  record  of  your  pro- 
ceedings, for  my  information,  stating  the  date  of  leaving  and  the  probable 
direction  you  intend  to  take. 

Dated  at  Point  Success,  this  29th  April  1853. 

(Signed)       Georgp:  Henry  Richards, 
Commanding  Division. 


State  and  Condition  of  H.M.  Sledges  "Sir  Edward"  and  "  John  Barrow." 

Both  victualled  for  45  days,  and  their  return  secured  by  "Reliance" 
moving  up  depot,  as  per  Report. 

(Signed)       G.  H.  R. 


Mr.  Herbert's  Journal,  .louRNAL  of  the  PROCEEDINGS  of  H.M.  Sledffc  "  Success." 

1853. 

  At  3h.  30m.  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  addressed  the  sledges'  crev/s. 

April  lotii,  Sunday.  4h.  P.M.  startcd  froiu  the  ship  with  a  strong  breeze  from  the  N.W. ; 

towai'ds  the  evening  the  wind  niodci-ated  ;  weather  became  ycvy  thick,  with 
snow.  9h.  P.M.  encamped  upon  Spit  Island  ;  had  tea.  Distance  travelled,  6 
miles. 

April  1  nil,  Monday.  ()]).  A.M.  break (astcd.    7h.  ,'50m.  started  with  a  breeze  irom  the  N.E. ;  thick 

1j.  .'Win.  -     -  Tenii..  i  2"  ^yeathci'.    Tlic  fioc  dui'ijig  tlic  forenoon  was  very  rough  and  hummocky.- 
Noon,  limched.  At  2h.  p.m.  the  sledge  in  going  over  a  hummock  turned  over ; 
I  ^  _^  unpacked,  and  examined  the  I'unners  ;  found  no  (hunage  done  ;  packed,  and 

'    '     *     '-'"P  -  .!  4h.  3()ni.  P.M.  encam])cd,  supper.    Distance  travelled,  ()  miles. 

A,,rii  lit,!,  TM.:,day.  jjrciik Casted.    7h.  2()m,  started  under  sail;  wind  fresh  from  the 

\i.  Uiim.  ,\.si.       ■  lciM|i-7"  ,  ,1  •  1        M  Mil  J         J.1  ■  '       •  •^ 

northward;  we;itlH>r  thick,  wlths^o^v.  I  he  lemperatnre  tins  nionnng  nisidc 
1  he  tent  before  breakl'ast  was  +  15".  During  i  he  forenoon  neitlier  the  sun 
nor  land  was  visiljle;  steering  by  compass  N.I'].,  over  a  rough  hummocky 
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floe.    Noon,  lunched  ;  weather  clear  and  floe  much  better  during  the  after-   Mr.  Herbert's  Journal, 
noon.  Observed  the  remarkable  bluff' upon  Pioneer  Island, bearing  N.E.byN.  1853. 
(true),  which  will  be  a  good  mark  for  retimiing  to  the  ship.    5h.  p.m.  en- 
camped,  supper.    Distance  travelled,  7  miles. 

,  5h.  40m.  breakfasted.  6h.  40m.  started.  This  forenoon  we  had  to  cross  April  i3tii,  Wednesday, 
over  a  belt  of  very  heavy  packed  ice,  about  one  mile  in  breadth,  and  over  sii.  a.m.  Temp.-T 
which  we  could  only  drag  half  the  division  at  a  time.  At  1  Ih.  a.m.  we  all 
got  safe  over,  except  the  "  Reliance,"  (who  carried  the  ice  boat).  In  going 
over  a  hummock,  she  struck  against  a  hard  piece  of  ice  and  broke  the  left 
runner  in  two  places.  Halted  and  lunched.  Noon,  started,  leaving  the 
carpenters  behind,  to  repair  "  Reliance,  "  "  Dauntless,"  bringing  on  the  ice 
boat.    2h.  P.M.  "  Reliance"  joined  company.    During  the  afternoon  we  have 

had  a  good  floe  and  fine  weather.  4h.  30m.  encamped  ;  supper.  Distance  .5h.p.M.  -  Temp. +  7=' 
travelled,  6  miles. 

6h.  A.M.  breakfasted.    7h.  started,  wind  from  the  N.W.  blowing  fresh,      April  nth,  Thursday, 
with  thick  weather.    Several  of  the  men  were  frost-bitten  on  their  faces,  '     "  Temp.-ii 

but  none  badly.    Noon,  lunched.    All  to-day 'we  have  had  a  good  floe, 

steering  in  for  the  land.  5h.  15m.  encamped  ;  supper.  Distance  travelled,  4ii.30m.p.M.  -  Temp. -i  5" 
7  miles. 

6h.  A.M.  breakfasted.    7h.  started,  wind  fresh  from  the  westward.    Dur-  ^     ^^P"'  f'^''^^^7- 
ing  the  forenoon  several  of  the  men  were  badly  frost-bitten  on  their  faces.  '        '     '  '^^™p-~^'' 
We  have  had  a  good  floe  all  to-da}^,  steering  N.W.  along  the  coast.    Noon,  Noon     -     -  Temp.-i8° 
lunched.  In  the  afternoon  the  wind  changed  to  South  ;  Aveather  became  very 
thick ;  set  the  sail.    5h.  encamped ;  supper.    Distance  travelled,  8  miles. 
Directly  we  pitched,  I  made  all  the  men  examine  their  feet ;  none  were  frost- 
bitten, which  would  not  have  been  the  case  were  the  canvass  boots  not  sh.  p.m.  -     -  Temp. -6° 
perfection. 

7h.  A.M.  breakfasted.    8h.  started.    During  the  night  the  wind  shifted  ^    Apriiieth Saturday, 
from  south  to  north,  blowing  into  the  door  of  the  tent,  which  occasioned  us  '     "  Temp.-2o 

to  pass  a  cold  unpleasant  night.  Noon,  halted  and  encamped  close  to  the  Noon  -  -  Temp. -26° 
land,  the  weather  having  become  too  bad  for  travelling.  3h.  p.m.  landed  ; 
placed  the  depot  carried  by  "  Dauntless"  in  a  cairn.  All  along  the 
beach  where  we  encamped,  the  ice  w^as  heavily  pressed  against  the  land, 
forming  large  hummocks,  some  over  30  feet  high.  All  the  sastrugi,  I  also 
observed,  pointed  towards  the  N.V/.,  from  which  circumstance  I  conclude 

that  strong  v/inds  from  that  quarter  prevail  on  this  coast.  5h.  p.m.  supper,  sh.  p.m.  -  -  Temp.-20° 
Distance  travelled,  4  miles. 

6h.  30m.  breakfasted.  7h.  30m.  started.  "  Dauntless"  parted  company.  Ap'"'i  i7th,  Sunday.  ^ 
I  went  with  Captain  Richards  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  over  the  encampment  on  '     '  Temp.-i9 

the  side  of  which  the  depot  was  placed.  We  observed,  close  to  the  encamp- 
ment, a  fine  harbour,  about  a  mile  and  a  half  long  and  half  a  mile  broad  at 
the  entrance,  and  which  we  had  not  observed  from  that  position. 

This  land  is  of  sandstone  formation,  in  some  places  thickly  covered  with 
moss,  and  altogether  possessing  more  vegetation  than  any  land  I  have  yet 
seen  within  these  regions.  I  observed,  close  to  where  we  were  standing, 
five  deer  quietly  browsing  ;  they  were  fine  animals,  and  appeared  to  be  in 
good  condition  ;  their  colour  was  of  a  brownish  white ;  one  of  them,  the 
largest,  had  horns.  lOh,  a.m.  rejoined  the  division.  Vie  have  had  all  day 
a  sharp  breeze  from  the  westward,  coasting  along  about  one  mile  off  shore, 

over  a  good  floe.  5h.  p.m.  encamped;  supper.  Distance  travelled,  8  5h. pm.  -  -  Temp.-6° 
miles. 

7h.  A.M.  breakfasted.    8h.  started  ;  wind  fresh  from  the  w^estward  ;  thick  ,   April  isth,  Monday. 

,  1  ■  r  •  !  1  in  •        7h.  AM.    -       -    Temp,  — 4° 

weather,  witn  snow  drirt ;  coasting  along  shore  over  a  good  noe,  steermg 

W.N.W.  (true),    llh.  a.m.  halted  and  pitched,  weather  having  become  too 

bad  for  travelling.     12h.  20m.  p.m.  weather  cleared  up  ;  having  lunched, 

packed,  and  proceeded.    5h.  p.m.  encamped  ;  supper.    Distance  travelled,  5h.  p.m.  -     -  Temp.-si 

7  miles.     After  supper  I  went  on  shore  with  Lieutenant  May,  to  try 

and  procure  some  game ;  we  saw  three  deer  and  a  white  hare,  but  did  not 

succeed  in  killing  anything. 

6h.  A.M.  breakiasted.  7h.  15m.  started  ;  a  fine  clear  morning,  with  a  sharp       April  istii,  Tuesday, 
breeze  from  the  westward  ;  coasting  along  shore  all  day,  steering  W.N.W. 

Noon,  lunched.     5h.  p.m.  encamped;    supper.     Distance  travelled,   8  oh. p.m.   -     -  Temp.-g" 
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miles.    Christopher  Allen,  A.B.,  complained  of  wcaknews  and  diarrhfjoa ; 
gave  him  two  opium  pills. 
April  20th,  Wednesday.        6h.  A.M.  breakfasted.    Allcnrcports  himscH'  iniicli  better  this  morning. 

7h.A.M.        -  Tcinp.-  2.r^        started  ;  a  fine  clear  day  ;  wind  light  from  the  wcstwai'd.    I  went  with 

Captain  Richards  to  the  top  of  a  high  hill,  abreast  of  our  encampment.  We 
saw  great  quantity  of  deer,  hare,  an(l  fox  tracks,  and  also  had  a  good  view 
of  the  tending  of  the  land,    ('aptain  Richards  obtained  several  bearingn, 

.5h.  P.M.         -  Temp.-3'=  I2h.  30m.  P.M.  rcachcd  the  slcdgcs  and  liuichcd.    .Oh.  1.5m.  I'.m.  encamped  ; 

supper.    Distance  travelled,  8  miles. 
April  21st,  Thursday.  6h.  A.M.  breakfasted.    7h.  started;  a  fine  clear  morning,  calm.    My  eyes 

7h.A.M.  -     -  Temp.- ir  |-Q.(j^y  ^ygj.^.  jj^m^li  affected  by  the  sun.    The  government  wooden  spectacles 

I  found  answered  well,  with  any  wind  blowing  in  my  face,  but  otherwise  the 
eye  was  too  much  confined  by  them,  and  I  found  that  they  increased  the 
pain.  During  the  forenoon  the  floe  was  very  rough,  and  apparently  very 
old.  Noon,  lunched.  During  the  afternoon  I  wore  a  pair  of  spectacles  of 
a  hght  purple  tint,  that  I  borrowed  from  Lieutenant  Osborn,  and  from  which 

5h. P.M.  -    -  Temp.  Zero,  j  experienced  great  relief.    5h.  1.5m.  p.m.  encamped;  supper.  Distance 
travelled,  7  miles. 

April  22d,  Friday.  r^Y^^  30m.  A.M.,  breakfasted.    7h.  started  ;  a  fine  clear  day  ;  wind  light, 

from  the  eastward;  travelling  all  day  over  rough  old  floe.  At  11  h.  30m. 
A.M.,  found  that  one  of  the  runners  was  twisted  inward,  greatly  impeding 
our  progress.  Unpacked  and  relashed.  12h.  30m.  p. iM.,  rejoined  the  division. 
Lunched ;  transferred  to  the  "  Lady  Franklin"  (per  order)  one  case  of 
5h.  30m,  P.M.   -  Temp. -5°  b^cou,  vfcighing  511bs.    5h.  30m.  P.M.  encamped.    Distance  travelled,  8 

miles.  Supper. 

April  23d,  Saturday.  Qh.  30m.  A.M.  breakfasted.  7h.  20m,  started  under  sail,  with  a  strong 
?h.  A.M.   -     -  Temp.-2'^  i^^.gg^e  from  the  norLhvfard.    Thick  heavy  Aveather.    Steering  all  day  S.W. 

over  a  rough  old  floe ;  land  not  in  sight.    We  found  the  sail  to-day  oi 
the  greatest  assistance,  and  it  required  considerable  attention  to  prevent 
the  sledge  turning  over.    Noon,  lunched.    5h.  p.m.  encamped ;  supper. 
Distance  travelled,  7  miles. 
April  24th,  Sunday.  6h.  A.M.  breakfasted.    7h.  started  under  sail  with  a  strong  breeze  from 

7h.  AM.  -     -    Temp. -7°        N.'W. ;  thick  heavy  weather.    Ice  of  the  same  description  as  of 
yesterday. 

Land  not  in  sight,  steering  S.W.  (true).  Noon,  lunched.  Ih.  p.m. 
sledge  turned  over ;  unpacked  ;  found  no  damage  done ;  packed  and  pro- 
ceeded. 

4h.  P.M.  reached  low  la,nd.    Encamped;  supper.    Distance  travelled, 
Temp. -5°  7  milcs.     Rcccivcd  from  the  "Lady  Franklin"  5  days  provision  and 
fuel. 

April  2.5th,  Monday.  7h,  A.M.  breakfasted.     "Lady  Franklin"  deposited  for  us  one  gutta 

percha  case,  marked  to  contain  six  days'  provisions,  but  upon  opening  the 
same  to  take  out  one  day's  allov/ance  (by  Captain  Richards'  order),  I 
found  from  the  marks  on  the  difFer.:it  packages  that  the  case  contained 
only  five  days.  Transferred  to  Dr.  I//all  my  thermometer,  he  having 
broken  his  one  last  night  accidentally,  /h.  30m.  a.m.  "Lady  Franklin" 
started  on  her  homeward  route. 

Captain  Richards  having  communicated  his  intention  of  not  starting 
until  after  lunch. ,  we  embraced  the  opportunity  to  have  all  our  tent  gear 
spread  out  to  air,  and  also  some  minor  repair  done  to  the  sledge,  which  has 
been  severely  strained  during  the  last  three  or  four  days.  Lieutenant  May 
and  Sergeant  Jefferys  went  on  the  high  land  with  their  guns,  to  try  and 
iih.  A.M.  -  -  Teiiip.-o  procure  some  game.  At  llh.  a.m.  they  returned,  having  seen  a  great 
number  of  deer,  and  succeeded  in  killing  one  white  hare.  1  Ih.  30m.  a.m. 
lunched.  Noon,  started  with  a  light  brcc/ie  from  the  N.W.,  travelling 
over  a  good  floe,  steering  N.W.  along  the  land.  5h.  i\m.  encamped; 
supper.    Distance  travelled,  7  miles. 

April  2r,th,  Tues.i.y.  6h.  A.M.  breiikfastccl.    7!i.  sta,rt(>(1  ;  a  flue  clear  morning,  Avith  a  sharp 

breeze  from  the  N.W.,  steering  N.W.  along  low  land.    Towards  noon  the 
weather  became  very  thi(;k,  and  the  wind  increased  considerably.  Lost 
sight  of  the  land.    Noon,  lunched.    4h.  p.m.  encamped  on  a  point  of  the 
low  land  ;  supper.    Distiuice  travelled,  7  miles. 
April  27i.b,  Wcirx.wiiiy.        fill.  A.M.  breakfasted.     7li-  l''3ni.  started,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the 
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N.W, ;  weather  fine  and  clear,  1  Ih,  30m.  lunched.  Several  of  the  men 
complained  of  sore  eyes,  and  George  Youngson,  in  particular,  was  much 
affected.  4(h.  30m.  encamped  ;  supper.  Distance  travelled,  7  miles. 
Administered  venum  opii  to  George  Youngson's  eyes. 

6h.  A.M.  breakfasted.  7h.  20m.  started,  with  a  sharp  breeze  from  the 
N.W. ;  passed  to-day  the  first  high  land  since  leaving  the  last  depot,  and 
which,  from  its  isolated  position,  has  been  named  by  us  the  Solitary  Mount. 
From  this  point  the  coast  takes  a  more  southerl}'-  direction,  the  course  that 
we  have  been  steering  this  afternoon  being  W.  by  S.  5h.  p.m.  encamped ; 
supper.  Distance  travelled,  8  miles.  Several  of  the  men  suffered  much 
from  sore  eyes  to-da}^  and  to  some  I  applied  the  venum  opii,  trusting  that 
it  may  have  as  beneficial  effect  on  them  as  it  had  yesterday  upon  George 
Youngson,  whose  eyes  were  quite  recovered  this  morning. 

5h.  40m.  A.M.  breakfasted.  7h.  started,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  north- 
ward. Fine  clear  morning  Coasting  along  low  land  ;  steering,  during 
the  forenoon,  W.S.W.  Towards  noon  the  wind  veered  round  to  the  east- 
ward, and  increased  considerably.  Set  our  sail.  Noon,  lunched.  During 
the  afternoon  steering  along  the  coast  S.W.  6h,  p.m.  reached  a  low  point, 
where  it  is  intended  to  deposit  the  provisions  CcUiiedby  us.  6h.  15m.  p.m. 
encamped.  From  this  position  the  loom  of  distant  land  is  distinctly  visible, 
supposed  to  be  Melville  Island,  so  that  we  are  now  on  east  side  of  Byam 
Martin's  Channel,  and  the  nearest  land  to  the  rendezvous.  Gave  to  the 
"  Sir  Edward"  and  "  John  Barrow"  each  seven  days'  provision,  and  to  the 
"  Reliance"  eight,  and  deposited  for  each  seven  days'.  Supper.  Distance 
travelled,  9  miles. 

7h.  a.m.  breakfasted.  Received  orders  and  papers  from  Captain 
Richards.  8h.  started  on  our  homeward  route,  giving  the  onward  parties 
three  hearty  cheers,  which  they  returned.  The  morning  was  fine  and 
clear ;  light  breeze  from  the  northward ;  the  distant  land  of  Melville  Island 
quite  distinct. 

We  kept  all  to-day  upon  the, outward  track,  and  at  3h.  30m.  p.m.  arrived 
at  the  encampment  of  the  28th  inst.  Encamped,  and  took  a  party  of  men 
on  the  top  of  a  hill  to  build  a  cairn ;  left  a  cylinder  containing  an  official 
document.  I  saw  five  deer,  but  could  not  succeed  in  getting  within  shot 
of  them.    Supper.    Distance  travelled,  9  miles. 

6h.  30m.  breakfasted.  7h.  started;  a  fine  clear  morning,  with  a  light 
breeze  from  the  S.E.  lOh.  30m.  arrived  at  the  long  low  point  nearest 
to  the  Solitary  Mount ;  halted,  and  erected  a  cairn,  and  deposited  a 
document,  as  ordered  by  Captain  Richards.  Noon,  Junched.  Crossed 
the  outward  track  during  the  afternoon,  steering  S.E.  for  Cape  Fortune. 
5h.  P.M.  encamped  ;  supper.    Distance  travelled,  10  miles. 

6h.  A.M.  breakfasted.  7h.  started  ;  thick  heavy  morning,  light  breeze 
from  the  S.E.  ;  kept  on  the  outward  track  (upon  which  we  had 
pitched  last  night)  until  1  Oh.  a.m.,  when  the  weather  cleared ;  observed 
Cape  Fortune,  and  steered  direct  for  it  S.E.  (true).  Noon,  lunched ;  a 
breeze  sprung  up  from  the  westward ;  set  the  sail.  3h.  p.m.  reached  the 
encampment  ground  of  the  23rd  of  April.  4h.  30m.  observed  the  depot 
on  Cape  Fortune.  5h.  30m.  p.m.  reached  ditto,  found  it  undisturbed, 
everything  exactly  as  it  had  been  left.  Encamped ;  supper.  Distance 
travelled,  13  miles. 

8h.  a.m.  breakfasted ;  determined  to  allow  tlic  men  to  rest  until  noon. 
Opened  the  cairn,  and  took  out  our  depot,  carefully  securing  the  remainder 
as  it  was  before.  Had  all  the  tent  gear  out  to  air.  I  gave  Josh.  (Abbott, 
the  captain  of  the  sledge)  and  another  hand  leave  to  go  on  the  high  land, 
to  try  and  procure  game.  On  his  return,  he  reported  having  seen  several 
ptarmigan,  but  he  could  not  secure  any,  as  he  had  not  taken  any  small 
shot  with  him ;  he  also  saw  a  herd  of  deer,  but  could  not  get  within  shot 
of  them.  Noon,  packed  and  started.  Weather  very  thick  and  heavy, 
with  a  light  breeze  from  the  S.E.  ;  the  weather  being  too  thick  to 
observe  the  S.W.  bluff  of  the  Deception  Group,  and  the  sun  obscured, 
kept  to-day  on  the  outward  track,  which  was  but  faintly  discernible,  being 
nearly  covered  with  snow  drift.  6h.  p.m.  encamped  ;  supper.  Distance 
travelled,  6  miles. 
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April  28th,  Thursday. 


April  29th,  Friday. 


April  30th,  Saturday. 


May  1st,  Sunday. 


May  2d,  Monday. 


May  Sd,  Tuesday. 


May  4tb,  Wednesday. 


May  5th,  Thursday. 


May  6th,  Friday. 


May  7th,  Saturday. 


May  8th,  Sunday. 


May  9th,  Monday 


Gil.  15m.  A.M.  breakfasted.  /Ii.  15m.  started ;  a  t'ljiek  heavy  day,  no 
sun  or  land  visible.  Before  leaving  Cape  Fortune  I  elianged  the  card  on 
the  needle  of  my  compass  iVom  tfie  north  to  the  south  ])oiiit,  as  I  knew 
that  the  variation  at  that  position  was  very  nearly  180',  and  to-day  J  have 
steered  by  compass  N.E.,  which  is  the  true  course  from  Cape  Fortune  to 
S.W.  bluff  of  Deception  Group.  5h.  p.m.  encamped ;  supper.  iJistance 
travelled,  11  miles. 

7h.  A.M.  breakfasted.  (Sh.  started ;  up  to  noon  the  weather  was  tliick ; 
land  not  visible;  steering  l)y  sun  N.E.  Noon,  lunched.  Tlie  weather 
partially  cleared  up;  observed  the  land;  steered  for  tlie  most  eastern  point 
seen.  3h.  p.m.  passed  an  old  encampment ;  lost  sight  of  the  land.  6h.  p.m. 
encamped;  supper.  Distance  travelled,  12  nn'les.  During  the  last  2 
days  I  have  suffered  very  severely  from  sno^v  blindness,  occasioning  me 
great  pain  when  looking  at  any  distant  object ;  the  men  have  also  com- 
plained a  good  deal,  and  we  all  find  that  a  heavy  day  has  much  greater 
effect  upon  us  than  when  the  weather  is  clear,  v/ith  the  sun  powerful. 

6h.  30m.  breakfasted.  A  fine  clear  morning.  Observed  the  S.W.  bluff 
and  a  cairn  on  it ;  we  passed  it  yesterday  in  the  thick  weather,  our  present 
encampment  being  close  to  the  shore,  about  2  miles  to  the  eastward  of  it. 
Ordered  the  captain  of  the  sledge  to  proceed  on,  while  I  with  one  hand 
visited  the  cairn,  which  I  found  had  been  erected  by  Doctor  Lyall.  I  left 
a  notification  of  my  proceedings  for  the  information  of  Captain  Richards ; 
replaced  the  cylinder,  containing  one  of  the  official  documents  which  had 
been  left  by  Dr.  Lyall,  and  arrived  up  with  the  sledge  at  4h.  30m.  p.m. 
Encamped  ;  supper.    Distance  travelled,  10  miles. 

6h.  a.m.  breakfasted.  7h.  started;  a  fine  clear  morning,  with  a  light 
westerly  breeze.  During  the  course  of  the  day  we  several  times  crossed 
the  outward  tracks  and  also  the  return  track  of  the  "  Lady  Franklin." 
llh.  a.m.  crossed  the  track  of  two  bears,  a  large  and  a  small  one,  quite 
fresh,  and  tending  in  towards  the  land.  Noon,  lunched.  Observed  the 
two  remarkable  hills  which,  from  their  similarity  of  appearance,  have  been 
named  "  The  Sisters."  5h.  halted  ;  encamped  abreast  the  westernmost 
Sister  Hill ;  supper.    Distance  travelled,  13  miles. 

7h.  a.m.  breakfasted.  8h.  started ;  a  fine  clear  day,  with  a  fresh  north- 
westerly breeze.  llh.  observed  a  cairn  upon  Point  Deception.  At 
nil.  30m.,  when  we  had  just  halted  for  lunch,  we  saw  three  bears  (an  old 
one  and  tvfo  cubs)  am.ongst  some  hummocks  close  to  the  shore.  I  took 
with  me  the  captain  of  the  sledge,  and  tried  to  creep  up  close  to  them,  but 
they  perceived  me,  and  started  off.  2h.  v.^i.  observed  the  cairn  over  the 
depot ;  reached  the  depot  at  3li.  p.m.,  and  found  that  it  had  been  broken 
into  by  bears  ;  the  remains  of  several  pieces  of  bacon  and  two  empty  tins 
were  strewn  about  ;  two  unopen  cases  of  pemmican  had  also  been 
dragged  out,  but  they  had  not  succeeded  in  getting  at  the  meat ;  a  gutta 
percha  case,  marked  "  Sir  Edward  and  John  Barrow,"  was  broken  into,  but 
nothing  in  it  had  been  destroyed.  Under  these  circumstances,  fearing  that 
the  depot  may  again  (notwithstanding  all  our  precautions)  be  broken  into, 
I  leave  here  all  the  provision  that  I  can  possibly  spare,  taking  out  merely 
the  following  articles  (Avhich  M'ill  complete  me  to  three  days,  within  which 
time  I  lio])c  to  reach  the  ship) — chocolate,  3  tins;  rum,  1  tin,  containing 
44  pints  ;  tea,  a  paper  marked  10  oz.;  sugar,  a  paper  marked  lib.  4oz.; 
these  aiiicles  I  took  out  of  the  gutta  percha  case  marked  "  Sir  Edward  ;" 
the  other,  which  was  my  own  depot,  1  did  not  open.  Having  fortified  the 
cache  as  stnmgly  as  possible,  and  leaving  a  statement  of  my  jiroceeding  in 
a  cylinder  left  by  Di-.  Lyall  011  his  leturn,  which  contained  a  document  by 
which  I  ibund  tliat  he  liad  also  found  the  depot  disturbed,  and  had 
strengthened  it;  encamped,  and  had  supper.  Distance  travelled,  12  miles. 
After  sup|)er  I  saw  the  three  same  bears  tliat  had  been  seen  in  the  fore- 
noon, but  I  could  not  succeed  in  getting  within  shot  of  them. 

()h.  a.m.  breakfasted.  7h.  started,  >vilh  a 
N.W.,  steering  l)y  tlu;  sun  J'j.N.J'^.  9h.  A.i\r.  weather  became  very  thick, 
with  snow  ;  lost  sight  ol'  the  sun  and  the  laud,  steering  by  compass  S.W. 
by  S.;  the  breeze  to-day  liad  great  effect  upon  the  sail,  so  much  so  that 
v.'C  h'ad  to  keep  running  in  oi'der  to  kc^c^p  up  with  tlie  sledge.  Noon, 


strong  breeze  from  the 
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unched.  During  the  afternoon  the  weather  became  much  worse,  snowing 
heavily.    4h.  p.m.  encamped;  supper.    Distance  travelled,  14  miles, 

5h.  45m.  A.M.  breakfasted.  6h.  30m.  started ;  wind  fresh  from  the 
northward,  weather  thick  and  heavy  ;  occasionally  observed  the  sun, 
steering  by  ditto  E.N.E.  At  I  Oh.  30m.  a.m.  the  weather  cleared  up,  when 
from  a  high  hummock  I  found  that  during  the  thick  weather  I  had  steered 
too  much  to  the  north ;  fearing  a  continuance  of  bad  weather,  and  having 
but  1  day's  provision  left,  I  determined  upon  proceeding  to  Cape  Lady 
Franklin.  Having  lunched,  steered  in  for  the  land.  3h.  p.m.  observed  the 
remarkable  hummocks  about  the  depot,  and  at  4h.  p.m.  arrived  at  ditto. 
Encamped,  and  took  a  party  up  to  open  the  depot ;  found  it  undisturbed 
since  Dr.  Lyall  had  left  it  on  the  1st  of  May.  I  took  out  4  days' 
provisions  and  fuel,  with  the  exception  of  rum  and  bacon,  carefully  closed 
and  secured  it,  and  left  a  notification  of  my  proceedings  in  the  tin  cylinder. 
5h.  P.M.  supper.    Distance  travelled,  12  miles. 

5h.  45m.  A.M.  breakfasted.  6h.  45m.  started ;  a  fine  day,  wind  from  the 
N.W,,  the  opposite  land  obscured  by  a  fog  hanging  over  it ;  kept  all  day 
upon  old  sledge  tracks.  Noon,  lunched.  4h.  p.m.  arrived  at  the  rough 
packed  ice,  called  by  us  the  Queen's  Causeway  ;  found  the  flag  that  we 
had  left  there  down,  and  the  staff  broken.  4h.  30m.  p.m.  encamped  close 
to  an  old  encampment ;  supper.    Distance  travelled,  14  miles. 

6h.  breakfast.  7h.  15m.  started  under  sail;  a  fine  clear  day,  with  a 
light  breeze  from  the  N.W.;  observed  Spit  Island  and  the  land  about 
Northumberland  Sound.  Noon,  lunched ;  issued  1  tin  of  boiled  beef  in 
lieu  of  bacon.  During  the  afternoon  the  floe  was  very  soft  and  sludgey ; 
in  some  places  we  passed  large  holes  of  water.  At  4h.  30m.  about  2  miles 
from  Spit  Island  we  came  to  a  lane  of  broken  ice,  over  which  we  could  not 
cross ;  I  therefore  altered  course  more  to  the  northward,  until  I  came  to  a 
more  sound  place,  when  we  pushed  across,  five  hands  dragging,  and  the 
rest  in  the  rear  of  the  sledge.  The  sledge  broke  through ;  nothing  was 
wet  except  the  felt  cover.  The  five  men  in  the  rear  could  not  cross,  and 
had  to  walk  a  long  way  north  before  doing  so ;  even  then  they  had  all 
fallen  in,  and  were  wet  to  the  waist ;  this  occasioned  us  considerable  delay, 
and  we  did  not  encamp  upon  Spit  Island  until  8h.  30m.  p.m.  Supper. 
Distance  travelled,  14  miles. 

9h.  A.M.  breakfasted.  lOh.  started,  llh.  observed  the  ship's  mast- 
heads ;  hoisted  our  distinguishing  flag ;  observed  the  ensign  hoisted  on 
board  the  ship.  Ih.  30ni.  p.m.  we  were  met  by  a  party  of  the  officers 
and  men;  and  at  2h.  15m.  arrived  alongside  the  "Assistance,"  when  I 
reported  myself  to  Mr.  Pym  (mate),  the  commanding  officer. 


Crew  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Success." 


No. 

Name, 

Rate  or  Bank. 

Name  of  Ship. 

1 

Mr.  Frs.  B.  Herbert 

Mate      -       -       -  - 

"  Assistance." 

2 

Joseph  Abbott 

Ice  Quartermaster  - 

"  Pioneer." 

3 

Arthur  Dickens 

Captain  Forecastle  - 

}) 

4 

Robert  Bachelor 

Boatswain's  Mate 

3> 

5 

George  Cousins 

Stoker   -       -       -  - 

J3 

6 

Christopher  Allen  - 

Able  Seaman  -       -  - 

J5 

7 

Henry  Dellar  -       -  - 

Ship's  Cook 

"  Assistance." 

8 

George  Youngson  - 

Officers'  Cook  -  - 

5J 

9 

James  Poyer  - 

Carpenter's  Crew  - 

3J 

10 

Henry  Jones  -       -  - 

Able  Seaman  -       -  - 

;3 

11 

Isaac  Stallard  -       -  - 

Royal  Marine  -       -  - 

>J 

Mr,  Herbert's  Journal. 
1853. 

May  10th,  Tuesday, 


May  nth'  Weinesday, 


May  12th,  Thursday. 


May  13th,  Friday, 


(Signed)       Francis  B.  Herbert,  Mate, 

Late  in  charge  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Success. 


Y 
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Enclosure  No.  19.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

^  „  Her  Maiesty's  Ship  *' AssiBtancc,"  Northumberland  Sound, 

Proceedings  of  gj^.^  j^l^  4,1,^  ^^^^^ 

1853.^  '  Along  with  this  I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  a  journal  of  the 
 '.             proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  sledge  "  Lady  J*Vanklin"  whilst  attached  to 

the  South-western  Searching  Division,  betweei)  the  JOth  April  and  the  3rd 

May  1853. 

It  gives  me  much  pleasure  to  be  able  to  express  ray  entire  satisfaction 
with  the  conduct  of  the  sledge  crew,  whose  names  are  mentioned  below. 

I  have,  6cc. 
(Signed)       D.  Lyall,  M.D., 

Surgeon  Commanding  Sledge. 


List  of  the  Crew  of  the  Sledge  "  Lady  Franklin." 


Name. 

Rate  or  Rank. 

Ship. 

James  Reid      _       -  _ 

f  Ice  Quartermaster  (cap-  \ 
\    tain  of  sledge)          -  J 

H.M.S.  "  Assistance.'' 

Thomas  Isaacs  -       -  - 

Gunner's  mate 

}} 

Thos.  Marshall  - 

Coxswain  of  Launch 

}) 

Jeremiah  Galavan 

Captain  of  Forecastle 

>} 

Joseph  Barnes  -       -  - 

Captain  of  Foretop  - 

5J 

Gwylm  Munden 

Bombardier  R.M.A.  - 

J) 

Samuel  Heaynes 

Cooper  -       -       -  - 

JJ 

William  Evans  -       -  - 

A.B.      -       .       -  - 

35 

Thomas  Mellish 

A.B.      -       -       -  - 

» 

Joseph  Anderson 

P.R.M.  -       -       -  - 

>> 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  to  Dr.  Lyall,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  Assistance." 

Dr.  D.  Lyall,  "  The  Lady  Franklin"  Sledge. 

Mottoes. — "  Speed,  speed  to  the  rescue." 

"  Boldly,  faithfully,  and  successfully." 

Ever  ready,  eye  piercing,  and  capable  of  gazing  at  sun  or  snow ;  soars 
high,  surveys  calmly  but  vigorously,  and  gathers  strength  from  above. 

With  the  sentiments  thus  recorded,  and  trusting,  under  Divine  Providence, 
to  the  exertions  of  the  bearer,  and  the  sanguine  prayers  and  hopes  of  the 
lady  whose  name  is  borne  by  the  sledge,  I  can  only  add  my  most  fervent 
prayer  :  that  may  our  humble  exertions,  if  not  crowned  by  success  to  the 
living,  afford  some  comfort  to  the  bereaved,  by  knowing  the  positive  fate 
of  the  missing. 

In  committing  to  your  hands  this  banner,  with  the  command  of  the  sledge 
"  Lady  Franklin,"  1  feel  that  I  send  forth  one  willing  and  able  to  do  his 
duty. 


Orders  to  Dr.  Lyall. 


i^y  Sir  I'i.  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Assistance,"  and  in  command  of  the  Arctic  Squadron. 

Having  volunteered  to  accompany  the  South-western  Searching  Division 
on  ])ui'1,  ()(' their  joiirncy,  and  dccining  your  presence  on  the  southei-n  shore 
not  only  oC  the  greatest  inipoitance  to  tlie  general  health  of  the  division, 
bnl  also  instilling  a  very  cheering  feehng  in  the  minds  of  any  who  may  be 
80  unlbrtu.uate  as  to  be  sent  back  for  surgical  aid, — 
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2.  I  have  much  pleasure  in  placing  under  your  orders  the  "  Lady  Frank-     Orders  to  t)r.  LyalL 
lin"  sledge,  with  her  crew,  who  have  been  commanded  to  obey  you  by  a  — 
special  document  annexed. 

3.  You  will  arrange  with  Commander  Richards  upon  all  matters  of 
detail  connected  with  the  special  duty  on  which  he  is  engaged. 

4.  The  Commissariat  sledges  will  accompany  him  to  certam  distances, 
and  with  him  Avill  rest  the  point  from  which  they  will  have  to  return. 

5.  As  this  return  journey  will  be  attended  with  less  labour  as  well  as 
weight,  (unless  indeed  you  have  unfortunately  invalids),  I  wish  to  leave  to 
your  discretion,  the  returning  closely  upon  your  outward  track,  or  by  devi- 
ating slightly,  touch  upon  any  neglected  points  which  may  appear  to  invite 
interest.  But  you  must  seriously  consider  the  possibility  of,  with  limited 
provision,  reaching  the  depot  within  the  calculated  time. 

6.  It  would  be  superfluous  in  me  to  direct  your  attention  to  any  specific 
objects,  as  our  general  intercourse  hitherto  satisfies  me  that  you  will  devote 
your  attention  to  the  general  interests  of  science,  and  although  our  special 
pursuits  vary,  that  you  will  collect  all  that  may  pass  beneath  your  eye,  as 
if  I  had  been  your  companion. 

7.  You  will  keep  a  journal  of  your  proceedings  according  to  the  general 
form  provided,  and,  within  a  reasonable  period  after  your  return,  present  the 
same  to  me  duly  signed. 

8.  I  must  now  commit  you  to  the  care  of  an  all -wise  Providence,  and  my 
most  earnest  prayers  will  be  offered  for  your  safe  return,  with  health  if 
not  success. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
Northumberland  Sound,  this  9th  day  of  April  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain. 


Copy  of  Orders  from  Commander  G.  H.  Richards  to  Dr.  Lyall. 

By  Commander  G.  H.  Richards,  commanding  the  S.W.  Division  of 
Sledges  employed  in  the  search  for  Her  Majesty's  Ships,  "Erebus" 
and  "  Terror." 

Having  accompanied  the  S.W.  Division  to  this  point,  Lat.  76"  27'  N., 
long.  103°  18'  W.,  about  100  miles  distant  from  the  Spit  Island,  in 
Northumberland  Sound,  and  having  1 1  days  provisions  on  your  sledge  and 
in  depot,  you  will  proceed  to-morrow  on  your  homeward  journey.  Steering, 
in  the  first  instance,  for  the  S.W.  bluff  of  the  Deception  Group,  you  will 
erect  on  that  summit  a  conspicuous  cairn,  leaving  one  of  the  records  with 
which  you  are  supplied,  as  well  as  one  from  yourself,  with  your  own  obser- 
vations on  the  appearance  of  the  bays  to  the  southward,  for  the  informa- 
tion of  any  officer  who  may  be  hereafter  directed  to  call  there,  should  the 
weather  be  thick  ;  also  as  to  whether  there  is  a  channel  to  the  southward 
of  that  group  to  Cape  Lady  Franklin  (of  which  there  appears  little  doubt). 
Proceeding  then  along  the  coast  by  our  outward  track,  you  will  erect 
another  cairn  on  Deception  Point  (the  extreme  point,  about  2  miles  on 
this  side  of  the  depot,  and  if  possible,  an  intermediate  cairn  on  the  Sand- 
stone Point,  or  on  any  other  convenient  central  position.  At  each  of  these 
cairns  you  will  leave  one  of  the  records  enclosed,  as  well  as  a  brief  record 
of  your  own  proceedings. 

This  duty  performed,  you  will  be  free  to  follow^  your  original  instructions 
from  Sir  E.  Belcher ;  but  bearing  in  mind  that  you  cannot  count  on  any 
supplies  from  the  depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  which  is  not  to  be  disturbed 
except  in  case  of  urgent  necessity. 

As  a  general  rule,  every  officer  who  visits  a  cairn  on  this  shore,  will,  in 
addition  to  filling  up  the  printed  form,  note  the  time  of  his  departure,  and 
the  particular  route  he  is  about  to  take. 

Dated  at  Cape  Fortune,  this  24th  day  of  April  1853. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 


Y  2 
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Sir  Edwahd  Br,LCiiiiii,  ('.B.,  to  Dr.  Lva/.l. 

By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight.,  (J.B.,  Captan  of  Her  Majesty'fs  Ship 
"  Assistance,"  and  in  command  of  the  Searching  Squadron  in  the 
Arctic  Seas. 

Whereas  I  deem  it  expedient  that  you  sliould  command  the  crew  of 
the  sledge  "  Lady  Franklin,"  and  whereas  doubts  may  possibly  arise  as  to 
your  authority  under  the  General  Regulations  of  Her  Majesty's  Service: 

You  are  hereby  empowered,  and  1  hereby  assign  to  you  the  rank  cor- 
responding to  your  position  in  Her  Majesty's  Service,  viz.  ranking  with 
heutenants,  and  commanding  your  sledge  crew  with  the  temporary  rank 
of  acting-lieutenant  pro  tein.,  without  any  alteration  of  pay:  hereby 
enjoining  all  the  sledge  crew  of  the  said  "  Lady  Franklin,"  to  obey  you  as 
their  said  lieutenant,  as  they  will  answer  for  the  ;;ontrary  at  their  peril. 

This  document  docs  not,  however,  give  you  any  authority  over  any  sledge 
commanded  by  any  officer  ;  but  if  accident  should  unfortunately  deprive  a 
sledge  of  sucli  a  conmiandcr,  you  are  required  to  exercise  your  judgment, 
and  give  such  orders  for  Ilcr  Majesty's  Scr\'icc,  as  you  may  think  meet, 
and  ibr  which  this  shall  be  considered  your  sufficient  authority. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
this  9th  day  of  April  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain. 


Orders  to  Dr.  Lyall. 


List  of  Equipment  and  Weights  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge,  "  Lady  Franklin/ 
South-western  Division,  lOtli  April  1853. 

ihs. 

No.  1.  Tent  and  brush,  spare  line  for  lashing  ditto  -  62 

2.  Sleeping  hags  -  -  -  -  -  H 

3.  Buffalo  robe  and  cover         -  -  -  -.73 

4.  Waterproof  and  canvass  bottoms      -  -  -  48 

5.  Cooking  apparatus,  complete  -  -  -  32 

6.  Axe  ------  5^ 

7.  Pick  11 

8.  Spade         ------  oh 

9.  Boat-hook    -  -  _  _  _  4 

10.  Tin  cylinders  for  cairn         -  _  _  _  4 

11.  Sundry  bag  -  -  -  -  -  -16 

12.  Ammunition  hag     -  -  -  -  -  20 

13.  Medicine  box,  &c.    -  -  -  -  -  10 

14.  Haversack,  water  bottle,  pannikin,  spoon,  &c.  -  13 

15.  Knapsack,  clothes,  and  washing  traps;  spectacles  and 

crape         -  -  -  -  -  -  77 

IG.  Instruments  and  journal       -  -  -  -         4  ' 

17.  Sledge  and  wooden  bottom   -  -  -  -  195 

18.  Boarding  pikes  for  tent,  bamboos,  and  pemmican  axe  40 
Provisions  for  50  days         -  _  _  _  1,320 
Fuel  for  64  days      -          -          -          -  '162 

Packiiges     -  -  -  -  -  -  228 

Fowling  i)iccc!  and  Hudson's  Bay  gun  -  -  20 


'J\)tal  ecpiipmont       _  _  _  2,424 

Dragging  weight,  per  man    -  -      242  (i  oz. 


(Signed)  I).  Lyall,  Surgeon, 

OfHcer  Commanding  Sledge. 
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Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Lady  Franklin/'  between  the  10th  April   Dr.  Lyall's 

and  the  3d  May,  1853.  Journal, 
  1853, 


Time 

Winds 

Date. 

of 

Temp. 

and 

Day. 

Weather. 

C5unday, 

4  p.m. 

Zero. 

XN  .111. 

1 0th  April, 

5. 

1853. 

0.  q. 

6  p.m. 

N.K. 

Oveicast. 

9  30 

—  5" 

N.E. 

p.m. 

6. 

(Jvercast. 

Monday, 

6  a.m. 

T        •  1 

Inside 

11th. 

tent, 

20° 

i  a.m. 

Outside 

"NT 

IN  . 

Z 

o 
o. 

Overcast. 

TIT 

Noon. 

l-rn 

7° 

N. 

4. 

Overcast. 

Tuesday, 

6  a.m. 

In  tent. 

N.W. 

12th. 

16°  5' 

2, 

Overcast. 

Snow. 

6  50 

(Jutside, 

—  7° 

Noon. 

—  8° 

N.W. 

z. 

Overcast. 

bnow. 

5  SO 

—  8° 

W.N.W. 

p.m. 

W  ednesday. 

6  a.m. 

T       J.  J. 

In  tent, 

]3th. 

16°  5' 

6  30 

(Jutside, 

Overcast. 

—  11° 

AT  TVT 

N.W. 

2. 

Hazy  from 

N.  to  S.S.E. 

11  50 

1°  5' 

N.W. 

2. 

Overcast. 

5  p.m. 

N.W. 

1. 

Overcast. 

Thursday, 

6  a.m. 

In  tent, 

14th. 

25 

6  45 

Outside, 

N.W. 

—  11° 

1. 

0.  Hazy. 

4h.  P.M.  The  sledge  "  Lady  Franklin"  left  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance,"  along  with  the  sledges 
"  Sir  Edward,"  "  John  Barrow,"  "  Reliance," 
"  Success,"  and  "  Enterprize." 

On  starting,  made  sail,  which  we  carried  over  a 
pretty  smooth  floe,  to  the  north  end  of  Spit  Island, 
where  Ave  encamped  at  9h.  15m.  P.M.  It  was  blowing 
ffesh  frdm  the  N.E.  when  we  left  the  ship,  but  the 
wind  moderated  as  soon  as  we  got  round  the  i^oint. 
Distance  travelled,  6  miles. 

6h.  30m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast  ;  7h.  30m. 
started  ;  llh.  45m.  ;  stopped  to  lunch  ;  Oli.  15m.  p.m. 
went  on  ;  4h.  P.M  .pitched.  After  leaving  Spit  Island 
the  ice  was  rough  and  hummocky ;  further  out  it  was 
composed  of  a  very  broken  pack,  cemented  together 
by  comparatively  young  ice,  a  good  deal  of  which 
was  covered  with  wet  snow. 

Distance  travelled,  7  miles. 


6h.  30m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast ;  7h.  5m.  started  ; 
llh.  40m.  stopped  to  lunch  ;  Oh.  15m.  p.m.  went  on; 
5h,  15m.  pitched  tents. 

The  ice  passed  over  to-day  was  mostly  smooth  ; 
what  had  been  leads  in  the  pack,  covered  with  loose 
snow,  two  or  three  inches  deep. 

A  good  deal  of  snow  fell  during  the  day,  but  it 
cleared  up  for  a  short  time  in  the  afternoon,  when  we 
saw  Spit,  Crescent,  and  Pioneer  Islands,  and  the 
mainland  beyond,  as  well  as  the  south  sliore  of  the 
channel  near  Cape  Lady  Franklin. 

Distance  travelled,  9  miles. 


5h.  30m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast ;  S.W.  shore  of 
the  Queen's  Channel  visible  near  Cape  Lady  Franklin ; 
6h.  30m.  started  ;  passed  through  very  hummocky 
ice,  the  hummocks  being  composed  of  ice  from  18 
inches  to  2  feet  thick ;  llh.  20m.  halted  to  lunch, 
and  to  repair  damages  sustained  by  different  sledges 
on  their  passage  through  the  belt  of  pack.  The 
"  Lady  Franklin"  split  one  of  the  stanchions  of  her 
port  runner,  which  was  piimed  and  lashed  when  we 
halted  to  lunch.  In  the  afternoon  we  passed  over 
old  floe  ice,  the  hollows  being  full  of  snow.  On  the 
ridges  there  were  observed,  in  some  places,  patches  of 
minute  black  particles  which  looked  like  sand,  but 
when  the  snow  was  melted  in  the  hand,  no  grittiness 
was  perceptible ;  some  of  the  larger  particles  made 
a  mark  on  the  hand  like  mud. 

In  the  afternoon  the  depot  on  Gape  Lady  Franklin 
could  be  seen  with  the  glass,  Crescent,  Pioneer,  and 
Spit  Islands  being  visible  at  the  same  time.  4h.  30m. 
P.M.  encamped. 

Distance  travelled,  8  miles. 


5h.  50m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast.  Land  about  Cape 
Lady  Franklin  in  sight,  distant  about  7  miles.  About 
7h.  A.M.  started ;  llh.  30m.  stopped  to  lunch  ;  4h.  15m. 
P.M.  encamped  about  2  miles  off  the  land,  and  the  same 
distance  to  the  westward  of  the  depot  on  Cape  Lady 
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Date. 


Friday, 
15th. 


Saturday, 
16th. 


Sunday, 
17th.' 


Noon. 


5  p.m. 


6  20 
a.m. 


7 

Noon. 

5  15 
p.m. 

7  a.m. 

8  a.m. 

Noon. 
5  p.m. 


7  a.m 


8  a. 111. 


Noon 


.)  p.m. 


Winds 

Temp. 

and 

Weather. 
-■  

Temp. 

N.W. 

TlOti  oll- 

4. 

served ; 

Hazy. 

mercury 

Drift. 

in  tube 

would 

not  join. 

—  13° 

N.W. 

5. 

Drift. 

In  tent, 
Zero. 


Outside, 
—  21° 


6° 


In  tent, 

—  10° 
Outside, 

—  20° 

—  16° 


—  17' 


b.  c. 
N.W. 

5. 
Drift. 
N.W. 

8. 
S.W. 

3. 
Hazy. 

s  w, 

3. 

Hazy. 
Snow. 


N. 
5. 

.  Drift. 
N. 

4. 
Drift. 

N. 

4, 
Drift. 


In  tent, 

N. 

—  5° 

o. 

b.  c. 

Outside, 

N. 

—  19° 

») 
O. 

Drift. 

—  12 

N.W. 

k 

Di'ift. 

b.  0. 

-  6° 

N.W. 

k 

Drift,. 

b.  c. 

Franklin.  The  floe  passed  ovej-  to-day  has  haan 
chiefly  old  ice,  with  h(;re  aiifl  there  a  few  hurninockH 
where  tliere  has  licen  a  crack  followed  by  pnjssure. 
Two  or  three  patches  of  tliis  year's  ice  were  also 
crossed  over.  During  the  day  a  number  of  the  men 
had  their  noses  and  cheeks  I'ejjeatedly  frostbitten. 
Distance  travelled,  8  miles. 


6h.  10m.,  A.M.  finished  breakfast;  7h.  started; 
nil.  30iii.  halted  to  lunch  ;  noon,  went  on,  having 
made  sail  ;  5h.  P.M.  encamped.  The  floe  to-day  has  been 
smooth  ;  new  ice  covered  with  firm  snow.  Our  course 
at  first  lay  parallel  to  the  land  round  the  Cape,  the 
shores  of  which  were  lined  with  heavy  hummocks  of 
ice  piled  up  on  the  beach ;  we  then  stnack  across  a 
deep  inlet  towards  an  island,  steering  about  W.  byN 
Distance  travelled,  9  miles. 


7h.  5m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast ;  8h.  started ; 
nil.  45.  in  consequence  of  the  low  temperature  and 
a  strong  breeze  blovsdng  in  our  faces,  which  caused 
nearly  all  hands  to  get  repeatedly  fi-ostbitten,  we 
were  obliged  to  encamp.  The  ice  to-day  has  been  of 
the  same  character  as  that  passed  over  yesterday  ;  our 
course  has  lain  along  the  shore  of  the  island  which  was 
in  sight  yesterday.  Encamped  close  to  the  hummocks 
lining  the  beach.  A  five  days  depot  for  the  sledges 
proceeding  farther  to  the  westward  was  landed  by 
the  "  Enterprize,"  and  covered  up  with  a  double  wall 
of  stones.  John  Clark,  steward,  had  his  fingers  rather 
severely  frostbitten,  and  Henry  Deller,  ship's  cook, 
had  one  of  his  great  toes  frostbitten  whilst  cooking 
in  tlie  evening. 

Distance  travelled,  5  miles. 

6h.  20m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast ;  8h.  started, 
giving  three  cheers  to  the  "  Enterprize,"  which  parted 
from  us  on  her  return  to  Northumberland  Sound. 
Just  before  we  started.  Captain  Richards  and  Mr. 
Herbert  went  to  the  top  of  the  low  hill  on  which  the 
depot  is  left,  and  saw,  within  a  half  or  a  quarter  of  a 
mile  of  them,  five  deer,  which  did  not  appear  to  be  at 
all  afraid  of  them.  We  travelled  along  a  low  sloping 
coiist  until  noon,  when  we  halted  to  lunch.  In  the 
forenoon,  two  deer  (a  doe  and  fawn)  were  seen, 
whicli  bolted  over  the  hill  as  soon  as  they  saw  Captain 
Richards  and  Lieutenant  Osborn,  who  were  some  dis- 
tance ahead  of  the  sledges,  ('►uv  course  during  the  day 
has  been  aJong  low  sloping  hills  of  sandstone,  mostly 
covered  with  snow  ;  where  the  ground  wtis  bare,  a  good 
deal  of  moss,  saxifrage,  and  lichen  (several  species), 
and  a  srpall  grass,  in  scanty  tufts,  wei-e  visible. 
Encamped  on  the  ice.  Abrcsast  of  where  we  had 
])itched  our  tcuLs,  a  deep  bay  runs  in  for  two  or  three 
miles  ;  this  has,  for  the  present,  been  called  Sandstone 
Bay.  The  point  near  which  we  liave  encamped  has 
been  named  Sandstone  Point,  and  two  rounded  hills 
to  tlio  S.W.,  the  Sisters. 

Distance  travelled,  8  miles. 


,(  ) 


Date. 


Monday, 
18th. 


Tuesday, 
19th. 


Time 

of 
Day. 


6  20 
a.m. 

7  30 
11  30 

5  p.m. 


Temp. 


Wednesday, 
20th. 


6  20 
a.m. 

6  30 

Noon. 

5  p.m. 


In  tent, 

—  5° 

Outside, 

—  14° 

—  9° 


In  tent, 


Outside, 
—  1 


—  9= 


Winds 

and 
Weather. 


6  a.m.   In  tent. 
—  5° 


6  30 
Noon. 

5  p.m. 


Thursday,    6  30 
21st.      I  a.m. 


Outside, 

—  23° 

—  12° 


9° 


In  tent, 

15° 
Outside, 
—  14° 


N.W. 
4. 

b.  hazy. 
W.N.W. 
4. 

b.  hazy. 
W.N.W. 
4. 

b.  hazy. 

W.N.W. 
2. 
b. 


W.N.W. 
2. 
b. 


W.S.W. 
2. 
b. 

W.S.W. 

1. 

b. 


W.S.W. 
2. 
b.  c. 


W.S.W. 
2. 
b.  c. 
W.S.W. 

1. 

b.  c. 


Calm. 
7.  b.  1.  c. 


6h.  20m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast ;  7h.  30m. 
started  ;  1  Ih.  halted  and  pitched  the  tents  for  lunch 
opposite  to  a  deep  inlet  named  Sisters  Inlet ;  Oh.  20m. 
P.M.  ;  struck  tents  and  went  on  towards  a  low  point 
surrounded  by  heavy  hummocks,  where  we  encamped 
for  the  night  at  4h.  40m.  The  course  has  been  about 
W.  by  N.  or  W.N.W.  Several  of  the  men  got  frost- 
bitten in  the  forenoon. 

Distance  travelled,  7  miles, 

Messrs.  May  and  Herbert,  having  gone  up  a  hill 
close  to  our  encampment,  saw  three  deer,  a  buck,  doe, 
and  fawn,  and  a  rabbit ;  the  deer  were  entirely  white  ; 
with  the  exception  of  the  buck,  which  had  a  brown 
spot  on  the  saddle.  They  were  very  tame,  and  allowed 
them  to  fire  five  or  six  shots  at  them  before  they  ran 
away.  The  rabbit  came  within  four  or  five  yards  of 
Mr.  Herbert. 

6h.  5m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast;  7h.  15m.  sledges 
started  ;  llh.  30m.  ;  halted  to  lunch,  and  waited  for 
Captain  Richards  to  get  a  meridian  altitude  of  the  sun ; 
5h.  P.M.  pitched  tents.  In  the  morning  there  was  an 
appearance  of  land,  raised  by  refraction,  to  the  north- 
ward of  us.  After  breakfast  I  accompanied  Captain 
Richards  and  Mr.  Osborn  to  the  top  of  the  hill  just  over 
our  encampment,  and  walked  across  its  flat  top  to  a 
plain  on  the  other  side,  where  the  land  trended  to  the 
southward  of  west.  The  land  was  of  grey  sandstone, 
broken  pieces  cropping  out  in  some  places  like  ruined 
huts.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  the  common  vegeta- 
tion, and  many  traces  of  deer  were  seen.  We  also 
saw  the  fresh  tracks  of  hares  in  several  places,  but 
none  of  the  animals  themselves.  Rejoined  the  sledges 
just  before  luncheon.  This  has  been  the  finest  day 
that  we  have  had  since  we  have  been  out.  At  5h.  P.M. 
distant  land  could  be  seen  bearingabout  due  west. 
There  is  a  low  island  about  8  or  9  miles  orf  to  the 
northward,  with  a  long  line  of  heavy  hummocks  on 
the  east-end.  4h.  50m.  p.m.  encamped.  The  floe  passed 
over  to-day  has  been  quite  smooth. 

Distance  travelled,  8  miles. 

5h.  10m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast ;  6h.  40m.started  ; 
llh.45m.  halted  to  lunch  ;  5h.  p.m.  encamped.  In 
the  forenoon,  Captain  Richards  and  Mr.  Herbert 
landed  and  walked  to  the  top  of  a  hill,  from  whence 
they  saw  the  channel  behind  the  islands  along  which 
we  have  been  travelling  for  the  last  three  days. 
They  saw  fresh  tracks,  both  of  deer  and  hares,  and 
picked  up  a  ptarmigan's  feather.  In  the  morning 
there  was  a  strong  appearance  of  distant  land  extend- 
ing from  about  N.E.  to  N.W.  Our  course  to-day  has 
been  about  W.  by  S.,  and  distant  land,  raised  by  re- 
fraction, has  been  occasionally  visible  right  ahead. 
The  ice  travelled  over  was  old,  the  snow  irregular, 
covered  in  some  places  by  a  thin  crust,  through  which 
the  men's  feet  broke,  making  the  work  very  heavy. 
Distance  travelled,  8  miles. 

Bearing  of  S.W.  bluff"  of  island,  S.  by  W.,  true. 

6h.  30m.,  A.M.  finished  breakfast ;  7h.  started ; 
noon,  halted  for  lunch;  5h.  15m.  encamped.  This 
is  the  first  day  that  we  have  felt  it  warm  in  the  sun. 
Have  been  travelling  4  or  5  miles  off"  tlie  land,  which 
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Date. 


Friday, 
22d. 


Saturday, 
2Sd. 


Sunday, 
24tli. 


Monday, 
25tli." 


Time 

of 
Day. 


Noon. 

5  .30 
p.m. 


5  .30 
a.m. 

6 

Noon. 


5  .30 


6  45 
a.m. 

7  30 


Noon. 


5  p.m. 


6  30 
a.m. 
7 


Noon. 


4  p.m 


Temp. 


7  a.m. 


Noon 


—  9° 
Zero. 


In  tent, 
20° 
0°  5' 

  9° 


In  tent, 

14° 
Outside, 
_  2° 


1°  5' 


Zero. 


In  tent, 
6° 

Outside, 

—  7° 


—  6° 


WindH 
and 
Weather. 


Calm. 
h.  c. 
N. 

1. 

1  h.  7.  c. 


Calm, 
b.  c. 
N.W. 
1. 

7.  h.  1. 
N.W. 


c. 


h.  c. 


N.W. 
3. 

Overcast. 
Light  snow 
falling. 
N. 
4. 

Overcast. 
Drift. 
N., 
4. 

1.  b.  7.  c. 


N.W. 
4. 

b.  overhead 
Hazy 
horizon. 
N.W. 

5. 
Drift. 
N.W. 

6. 
b.  c. 
thick  drift. 


OutHide, 
hy  ^ 

H(!r)K;rt's 
in. 

b(!l()W 

—  10° 
— 


is  still  of  tlie  same  character.  Our  course  has  been 
about  W.S.W.  11  igli  land  ill  sight  ahead.  Iw-;  old, 
with  sinootli  loiiiKlcd  liuimriocks  and  deep  snow 
between. 

Distance  travelled,  8  miles. 

5h.  10m.  A.M.  finished  breakGwt;  Oh.  30m,  started  ; 
nil.  1.5in.  halted  to  lunch  ;  rAi.  ]5rn.  encamped.  The 
floe  to  day  lias  been  oi'  the  same  character  m  that 
passed  over  yesterday,  and  the  weather  has  been 
equally  fine.  After  passing  the  S.W.  bluff  of  the 
island,  at  a.  distance  of  4  or  5  miles  from  the  land,  we 
saw  down  a  deep  inlet  or  channel,  running  to  the 
southward,  and  separating  the  island  from  the  jnain. 
Steering  for  high  land,  bearing  about  S.W.  by  W. 
Distance  travelled,  9  miles. 

6h.  30m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast;  7h.  30m. 
started  under  sail ;  1  Ih.  30m.  halted  for  lunch.  The 
floe  travelled  over  has  been  of  the  same  character  as 
yesterday.  The  sledges  were  a  good  deal  assisted  by 
the  wind ;  the  large  having  a  considerable  advantage 
over  the  small  ones,  by  going  over  two  ridges,  whilst 
the  others  were  brought  up  between  them.  Still 
steering  towards  the  same  high  land. 

Distance  travelled,  10  miles. 


N.W.  by  W, 
2." 
Hazy. 


N.W. 

2. 
Hazy. 


6h.  A.M.  finished  breakfast ;  7h.  started  under 
sail ;  noon,  lialted  for  lunch.  During  the  forenoon 
the  sledge  capsized  twice,  but  without  doing  any 
damage.  Throughout  the  day  the  wind  was  fresh, 
causing  a  thick  drift,  which  rendered  distant  objects 
invisible.  For  the  last  2  or  3  miles  our  course  lay 
over  smooth  old  hummocks  and  thick  intervening- 
snow,  in  which  the  sledges  now  and  then  got  buried. 
A  little  before  4h.  we  found  ourselves  on  low  land 
covered  with  snow,  and  scarcely  above  the  level  of 
the  floe,  where  we  pitched  for  the  night,  and  prepared 
to  deposit  our  provisions  for  the  other  sledges.  The 
depot  for  the  "  Sir  Edward,"  "  John  Barrow,"  and 
"  Success,"  were  placed  on  a  small  knoll,  close  to,  and 
covered  up  with  shingle.  The  place  where  we  have 
encamped  is  on.  the  shore  of  an  extensive  plain,  run- 
ning to  the  foot  of  the  high  hill,  towards  which  we 
have  been  steering  for  the  last  few  days.  Immediately 
on  landing,  we  saw  what  we  supposed  to  be  the  ti'acks 
of  musk  oxen.  There  was  a  good  deal  of  vegetation 
on  the  small  spots  cleared  of  snow,  chiefly  saxifrages, 
mosses,  Jind  a  little  gi'ass. 

Distance  travelled,  9  miles. 

.^)li.  l<0ui.  AM.  finished  breakfast.  On  opening 
the  iluuinometer  case  this  morning,  found  the  tube 
brokcMi  ;  received  Mr.  Herbert's  in  lieu.  By  order  ol 
Ca])tain  Richards,  exchanged  Thomas  Marshall  for 
Ceorgo  Harris,  of  the  sledge  "  Reliance,"  who  com- 
plained of  })ain  in  the  chest.  8h.  30m.  started  under 
sail,  (jxchangiiig  tlircie  clieors  with  the  other  eledges, 
which  wo  hiCfc  on  the  land.  When  ■!<  or  5  miles  oft' 
the  land,  a  small  griiy  lemming  was  caught.  Until 
.31).  I'M.  we  stuck  to  the  outward  traclfs,  and  then 
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Date. 


Tuesday, 
26tli. 


Wednesday, 
27th. 


5  30 
p.m. 


Thursday, 
28th. 


Friday, 
29th. 


6  30 
a.m. 
7 


Noon. 


6  p.m. 


6  30 
a.m. 

7  30 


1  p.m. 
6  p.m. 


6  a.m. 

6  45 

Noon. 

6  p.m. 

6  a.m. 
7 


In  tent, 

10° 
Outside, 
below 

—  10° 

—  2° 


Zero. 


In  tent, 

22° 
Outside, 
—  2° 


—  4° 


In  tent, 

14° 
Outside, 

1° 


Winds 
and 
Weather 


N.W. 
1. 

Hazy, 


N.W. 
2. 

Ver}^  hazy. 
N.W. 
2. 

Very  hazy. 

Calm. 
Very  hazy. 


N.W. 
1. 

Clear. 
Hazy  to  S. 
N.W. 

4. 

b. 
Calm. 

b. 


Zero. 


In  tent, 

10° 
Outside, 
—  4° 


N.W. 

2. 
b.  c. 
W. 
b.  c. 
Hazy 
horizon. 
W.S.W. 
2. 

Hazy. 


W.N.W. 
2. 

b.  c. 
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kept  away  a  little  to  the  southward.  The  weather 
has  been  hazy,  so  that  the  only  land  we  have  seen 
was  that  left  in  the  morning,  which  became  visible 
twice  or  thrice  for  a  few  minutes  when  the  fog  lilted. 
5h.  P.M.  pitched. 

Distance  travelled,  14  miles. 

6h.  10m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast ;  7h.  20m. 
started  under  sail ;  noon,  halted  to  lunch  ;  5h.  50m. 
pitched.  The  weather  has  been  very  hazy  during 
the  day.  About  2h.  p.m.  it  cleared  up  a  little  for  a 
few  minutes,  when  we  saw  an  appearance  of  high  land, 
bearing  W.S.W.  by  compass,  and  low  distant  land  at 
the  same  time  on  our  starboard  quarter.  Steered 
W.S.W.  The  floe  has  been  thickly  studded  with 
smooth  rounded  hummocks,  and  covered  with  deep 
soft  snow,  which  rendered  walking  very  laborious. 
Saw  a  fox's  track. 

Distance  travelled,  1 1  miles. 

6h.  45m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast.  The  weather 
being  clear,  the  S.  W.  bluff  was  seen,  apparently  within 
less  than  half  a  mile  of  us.  At  7h.  45m.  when  the 
sledge  started,  I  left  with  four  men  to  erect  a  cairn  on 
the  S.W.  bluff".  We  were  more  than  an  hour  in 
reaching  the  land.  Having  erected  a  caim,  and 
placed  a  cylinder  with  a  record  in  it,  we  left  the  hill ; 
crossed  a  channel  about  half  a  mile  wide,  and  a  low 
island  on  the  other  side  of  it,  and  rejoined  the  sledge 
about  Oh.  40m.  P.M.  On  shore  we  saw  the  dung  of  a 
deer  and  hare,  and  on  the  floe  tlie  tracks  of  a  fox 
and  two  lemmings.  Ih.  P.M.  lunched  ;  and  then 
stood  along  the  shore  of  the  low  island,  inside  of  the 
hummocks,  for  about  half  a  mile,  again  coming  out 
upon  the  floe.  Steering  for  the  eastern  point  of  land 
visible.    6h.  P.M.  encamped. 

During  the  forenoon  the  floe  was  very  uneven, 
thickly  studded  with  rounded  hummocks.  After 
leaving  the  low  island  we  found  it  tolerably  smooth, 
although,  in  some  places,  deeply  covered  with  soft 
snow.  On  the  top  of  the  hill  we  found  a  cutting 
breeze  blowing  from  the  N.W.  ;  it  blew  from  the 
same  direction  on  the  floe  until  4h.  P.M.,  when  it  fell 
calm. 

Distance  travelled,  10  miles. 


At  5h.  45m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast ;  Ch.  45m, 
started  under  sail;  llh.  30m.  halted  to  lunch; 
5h.  P.M.  pitched  to  the  eastward  of  a  point  lined  with 
heavy  hummocks.  We  have  been  steering  about 
W.S.W.  (compass),  along  the  land,  over  a  tolerably 
smooth  floe.  Saw  the  tracks  of  several  fgxes  and 
lemmings  on  the  floe.  Except  the  last  mile  or  so, 
the  coast  which  we  have  skirted  to-day  was  free 
from  hummocks. 

Distance  travelled,  14  miles. 


5h.  45m.  finished  breakfast;  7h,  started  under 
sail;  llh.  30m.  halted  to  lunch.  The  floe  passed 
over  to-day  has  been  smooth,  and  the  wind  being  fair, 
the  sledge  went  as  fast  as  the  men  could  walk.  'J  he 
fresh  tracks  of  two  bears  were  seen  in  the  morning, 
within  15  yards  of  the  tent,  where  they  had  suddenly 
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tinned,  and  retreated  towards  the  southward,  from 
wliencc  they  had  come;.  We  also  crosHed  tlie  tracks 
of  several  lemmings,  and  two  or  three  foxes  or  hares. 

Skirted  the  land  from  point  to  point,  until  we  came 
to  Deception  Point,  where  I  left  the  sledge  to  go  on, 
and  landing  with  five  men,  erected  a  cairn  and  de- 
posited a  cylinder  and  record.  Sandstone  Point, 
wliere  I  was  oi'dered  by  Commander  Richards  to 
build  a  cairn,  was  accidentally  passed,  as  I  mistook 
Deception  Point  for  it.  The  surface  stones  on  Dectip- 
tion  Point  are  of  the  same  grey  sandstone  which  we 
have  observed  everywhere  else  on  this  coast.  The 
ground,  where  not  concealed  by  snow,  was  found  to 
be  covered  chiefly  by  a  black  lichen,  which  appears 
to  be  the  principal  food  of  the  deer,  the  dung  of  which, 
and  of  hares,  was  plentiful.  The  sledge  had  been 
going  on  whilst  we  were  on  the  hill,  and  about 
6h.  P.M.  the  tent  was  pitched  close  to  some  high  hum- 
mocks abreast  of  the  depot,  where  we  arrived  half  an 
hour  afterwards. 

On  inspection  we  found  that  the  upper  part  of  one 
side  of  the  stone  cairn,  covering  the  depot,  had  been 
pulled  down,  and  about  10  or  1-5  yards  off  thiere 
was  lying  a  case  of  pemmican,  a  good  deal  scratched, 
but  uninjured ;  a  case  of  bacon,  which  had  been 
opened  before  being  put  in  the  cache,  was  also 
scratched,  but  the  bacon  was  untouched.  There  was 
an  empty  box  lying  still  farther  off,  which  had  pro- 
bably contained  stearine.  A  box  containing  bars  of 
mixed  stearine  and  oil,  belonging  to  the  'Lady 
Franklin/'  was  lying  close  to  the  cairn  ;  it  had  been 
scratched,  but  not  opened.  A  gutta-percha  case  on 
top,  containing  the  "  Lady  Franklin's''  groceries,  &c., 
had  been  scratched,  and  had  a  small  hole  in  the  side 
of  it,  but  was  otherwise  uninjured. 

Bear  tracks  of  at  least  two  sizes  were  numerous 
around. 

After  taking  out  the  articles  belonging  to  ourselves, 
we  replaced  the  others  which  had  been  disturbed,  and 
covered  them  up  with  stones  for  the  night. 

Distance  travelled,  18  miles. 

6h.  30m  A.M.  finished  breakfast.  After  breakfast 
went  with  a  party  to  strengthen  the  cairn  over 
the  depot,  and  left  a  cylinder,  with  a  paper  in 
it,  containing  an  account  of  the  state  in  which  we 
found  it.  8h.  A.M.  started  under  sail ;  crossed  the 
mouth  of  the  channel  between  the  Deception  Islands 
and  Cape  Lady  Franklin.  The  land  of  which 
Cape  Lady  Franklin  forms  the  extremity,  has 
every  appearance  of  being  an  island.  A  deep  sound, 
running  in  to  the  S.W.,  at  the  entrance  of  Deception 
Channel,  appears  also  to  be  studded  with  islands. 

Having  fallen  calm  in  the  afternoon,  we  felt  the 
weath(i)-  oppressively  hot,  although  the  temperature 
was  scarcely  above  Zero.  Crossed  a  bear's  track,  as 
well  as  numerous  tracks  of  lemmings.  6h.  15m. 
encamped  close  to  very  high  hummocks  on  the  beach, 
witltin  ;i,  mile  or  two  of  the  grand  depot. 

Distance  travelled,  13  miles. 


(ill.  A.M.  finished  breakfast;  ()h.  45m.  started; 
went  on  aJioad  of  the  sledge,  and  landed  to  examine 
th(!  state  of  tin;  (l((pot  on  (Jape  Lady  li'ianklin.  Found 
that  tlic   (lag  IijmI  Ikhvii  torn  in  pieces;  two  oars 
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broken  through  the  middle,  two  large  casks  and  a 
small  one  rolled  away  from  the  side  of  the  boat,  and 
a  number  of  preserved  meat  tins  pulled  out  from 
beneath  it.  Some  pieces  of  gnawed  wood  and  a 
leather  thong,  in  the  same  condition,  were  found  a 
short  distance  off ;  but  so  far  as  we  could  see,  no 
damage  had  been  done  to  any  of  the  provisions.  The 
only  tracks  of  animals  visible,  were  the  fresh  foot- 
prints of  foxes  around  the  boat,  and  of  deer  in  the 
vicinity  ;  but  no  doubt  this  must  have  been  the  work 
of  bears  or  wolverines.  The  preserved  meats  were 
replaced  under  the  boat,  and  the  casks  around  it,  and 
the  whole  covered  with  snow.  8h.  30m.  leffc  the 
land,  and  struck  out  on  the  old  sledge  tracks  across 
the  Queen's  Channel;  llh.  30m.  halted  to  lunch; 
5h.  .  P.M.  pitched  by  the  flag  at  the  edge  of  the  heavy 
pack  in  mid-channel. 

During  the  march  the  tracks  of  an  old  and  young 
bear,  and  of  several  lemmings,  were  observed. 

The  day  has  been  fine,  and  the  land  on  both  sides 
of  the  channel  has  been  distinctly  visible. 

Several  of  the  men  are  complaining  of  sore  eyes. 
Distance  travelled,  15  miles. 

6h.  A.M.  finished  breakfast;  7h.  started;  llh. 
15m.  halted  to  lunch;  6h.  p.m.  pitched  on  S.W. 
side  of  Spit  Island.  When  about  4  or  5  miles  off  the 
land,  and  still  following  the  tracks  of  the  outward 
bound  sledges,  on  coming  to  some  old  packed  ice,  we 
found  that,  from  the  accumulation  of  snow  upon  it,  it 
had  given  way  in  many  places,  cracks  and  holes  had 
formed  in  it,  and  pools  of  water  were  common  on  the 
surface,  covered  by  a  thin  crust  of  ice,  through  which 
we  often  broke.  Found  ourselves  obliged  to  leave 
the  old  sledge  tracks,  and  struck  away  to  the  north- 
ward, where  the  ice  appeared  firmest.  During  our 
passage  across  the ,  belt  of  rotten  ice,  which  was  2 
or  3  miles  in  width,  we  all  got  wet  up  nearly  to  the 
knees,  and  James  Reid  and  Gwylm  Munden  slipped 
into  water  holes.  Very  fortunately,  the  temperatui'e 
to-day  has  been  higher  than  on  any  previous  day 
that  we  have  been  out. 

Distance  travelled,  16  miles. 

5h.  40m.  A.M.  finished  breakfast ;  6h.  45m. 
started.  On  getting  round  to  the  low  point  at  the 
north  end  of  Spit  Island,  found  that  there  was  open 
water  between  it  and  the  low  island,  about  one- 
third  or  half  a  mile  to  the  northward ;  open 
water  was  also  observed  between  the  south  end  of 
the  former  island  and  the  opposite  point,  ilh.  A.M. 
arrived  on  board  the  "  Assistance." 

Distance  travelled,  7  miles. 
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(Signed)        D.  Lyall,  Surgeon, 
Lately  commanding  the  Sledge  "  Lady  Franklin.' 
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Enclosure  No.  20.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Outline  of  Commander  q  RiciiAuos,  Commander,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

Richards  s  Proceedings,  '  '  ' 


1853. 


Her  MfijcKty'K  Ship  "  Assistance,"  Northumberland  Sound, 
Sir,  '  July  1853. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  here  this  day  from  the 
search  of  the  coast  to  the  southward  and  westward;  and  as  it  will  be  impos- 
sible for  me  to  compile  my  chart  and  journal  during  the  present  active 
operations  of  the  season,  1  think  it  desirable  to  lay  before  you  a  general 
outline  of  the  proceedings  of  the  division  under  my  command,  since  leaving 
the  ship. 

On  the  10th  of  April  the  South-west  Division,  consisting  of  the  following 
sledges,  viz  : — 

"  Sir  Edward,"  Commander  Richards  and  7  men,  victualled  for  40  days  ; 
"  John  Barrow,"  Lieutenant  Osborn  and  7  men,  victualled  for  40  days  ; 
"  Reliance,"  Lieutenant  May  and  7  men,  victualled  for  30  days ; 
"  Lady  Franklin,"  Dr.  Lyall  and  10  men,  victualled  for  .50  days  ; 
"  Success,"  Mr.  Herbert  and  10  men,  victualled  for  50  days ; 
"  Enterprize,"  Mr.  Grove  and  10  men,  victualled  for  50  days  ; 

left  Northumberland  Sound  and  proceeded  across  the  Queen's  Channel ; 
on  the  l6th  we  reached  a  group  of  islands,  15  miles  W.N.W.  of  Cape  Lady 
Franklin,  to  which  I  gave  the  temporary  name  of  the  Deception  Group. 

Here  we  dropped  our  first  depot,  and  the  "Enterprize,"  Mr.  Grove, 
returned  to  the  ship.  On  the  17th  we  proceeded  on  to  the  westward,  and  on 
the  21st  we  reached  the  western  termination  of  this  Group,  and  steered  for 
a  high  cape  bearing  S.W.  of  us,  where  we  arrived  on  the  evening  of  the 
24th,  and  which  I  named  Cape  Fortune.  Its  position  is  lat.  76°  26'  30"  N., 
long.  103°  33'  W.  To  the  eastward,  between  this  cape  and  Cape  Lady 
Franklin,  we  saw  some  deep  and  apparently  very  extensive  inlets,  which, 
being  anxious  to  push  to  the  westward,  I  reserved  for  examination  on  my 
return. 

The  second  depot  was  placed  at  Cape  Fortune ;  and  the  "  Lady  Franklin," 
Doctor  Lyall,  despatched  to  the  ship  on  the  morning  of  the  25th  of  April ; 
the  division  moving  on  at  the  same  time  with  the  trend  of  the  coast  N.W. 

On  Friday  evening,  the  29th,  we  reached  the  entrance  to  the  Byam 
Martin  Channel.  Its  N.E.  point  I  called  Point  Success,  and  being  the 
nearest  position  to  the  spot  where  I  was  directed  to  deposit  the  despatches 
for  the  Admiralty  and  Captain  Kellett,  viz.,  lat.  76°  32'  N.,  long.  105°  4'  W., 
I  established  it  as  the  rendezvous,  and  placed  the  despatches  in  a  cairn, 
on  a  conspicuous  hill ;  the  third  depot  was  placed  here,  and  the  "Success," 
Mr.  Herbert,  directed  to  return  to  the  ship. 

On  the  morning  of  the  30th  April  the  three  remaining  sledges  proceeded 
across  the  channel,  the  hills  of  Melville  Island  barely  visible,  bearing  S.W. 
From  this  date  up  to  the  5th  of  May,  the  weather  was  very  thick,  and  we 
rarely  got  a  glimpse  of  the  land  ;  but  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  after  we 
had  camped,  the  weather  cleared,  and  the  land  was  discovered  2  or  3  miles 
from  us.  At  8h.  a.m.  of  the  6th  of  May  we  landed  on  Melville  Island,  about 
the  N.E.  point ;  its  position,  lat.  76°  00'  30"  N. ;  long.  106°  25'  W.  nearly. 

Here  the  fourth  depot  and  the  light  boat  brought'  by  the  "Reliance"  were 
deposited,  and  Lieutenant  May  left  on  the  same  evening  for  the  grand 
depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franl<lin,  with  directions  to  re-victual,  and  return  to 
Cape  Fortune,  with  ])rovisi()ns  for  the  returning  sledges,  to  enable  them  to 
examine  the  inlets  to  the  eastward  of  that  cape. 

On  th(;  morning  of  the  7th,  Lieutenant  Osborn  and  myself,  with  the  two 
remaining  slc;dgcs,  proceeded  on  the  t^oast,  trending  westerly  and  north- 
westerly ;  passing  along  the  north  coast  of  Melville  Island,  we  crossed  two 
extensiv(>  bays,  to  which  I  gave  the  names  of  the  Bay  of  Promise  and  the 
l^ay  of  I'lcnly,  in  consc(|ucncc  ol"  game  being  more  abundant  there  than  at 
any  other  ])lace  we  had  hitherto  visited. 

On  the  17th  of  M;iy  we  rciiched  a  very  remarkable  bold  headland,  seven 
or  eight  hundred  i'vv\.  high,  on  which  we  erected  a  liirge  beacon.  I  called  this 
iieadland  Cape  Belcher';  it  is  in  iat.  76"  43'  N. ;  long.  109"  00'  W.  nearly. 
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It  now  became  necessary,  in  order  to  enable  me  to  push  to  the  westward,   Outline  of  Commander 
that  the  two  remaining  sledges  should  separate.    Lieutenant  Osborn,  there-   Richards's  Proceedings, 
fore,  after  completing  me  with  40  days'  provisions,  was  directed  to  return  to 
the  grand  depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  and  re-provisioning  his  sledge,  to 
search  the  coast  easterly  to  Goodsir  and  Marshall's  farthest. 

We  parted  company  on  the  evening  of  the  1 7th  of  May  ;  and  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  18th,  steering  north-westerly,  I  discovered  sledge  tracks,,  appa- 
rently very  recent.  Halting  the  sledge,  I  proceeded  with  two  of  my  crew 
to  follow  them  up,  and  in  an  hour  came  upon  an  encampment,  which  proved 
to  be  a  party  under  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  21  days  out  from  Her  Majesty's 
ship  "Resolute."  We  must  have  passed  each  other  within  a  mile ;  but  the  thick 
weather,  had  it  not  been  for  the  sledge  tracks,  woald  have  prevented  our 
meeting.  From  Lieutenant  Hamilton  1  learned  that  the  "  Resolute"  and 
"  Intrepid"  had  reached  Winter  Harbour,  and  had  wintered  in  Bridport  Inlet ; 
that  the  "  Investigator"  had  been  discovered  at  Bank's  Land,  having  been 
three  winters  in  the  ice  ;  and  the  "  Resolute's"  parties  having  communicated 
with  the  "Investigator,"  Lieutenant  Hamilton  was  the  bearer  of  Commander 
M'Clure's  journal  of  proceedings  since  entering  Bhering's  Straits ;  I  also 
learnt  from  Mr.  Hamilton  that  Commander  M'Clintock  had  left  the  Hecla 
and  Griper  Gulf  early  in  April,  to  carry  on  the  search  to  the  westward. 

It  would  have  been,  therefore,  worse  than  useless  for  me,  under  these  cir- 
cumstances, to  follow  out  my  original  instructions  ;  and,  considering  that 
it  would  be  for  the  benefit  of  the  service  that  I  communicated  wdth  Captain 
Kellett,  inasmuch  as  it  would  enable  me  to  bring  you  his  despatches,  the 
latest  intelligence  of  what  had  been  effected  by  his  parties,  as  well  as  the 
determination  that  had  been  come  to  with  regard  to  the  abandonment  of  the 
"  Investigator,"  I  resolved  at  once  on  this  step,  and  to  return  by  the  southern 
coast  of  Melville  Island  and  up  the  Byam  Martin  Channel. 

Directing  Lieutenant  Hamilton  to  the  rendezvous  for  your  despatches, 
and  desiring  him  to  endeavour  to  overtake  Lieutenant  Osborne  and  deliver 
to  him  Captain  M'Clure's  journal,  we  parted  without  loss  of  time. 

My  course  now  became  South-westerly,  and  then  South-easterly,  and  on 
the  30th  of  May,  at  8h.  p.m.,  after  a  very  heavy  journey,  having  experienced 
a  constant  series  of  gales  of  wind  since  the  18th  of  May,  we  arrived  on  the 
south  shore  of  the  Hecla  and  Griper  Gulf. 

Here  I  found  a  tent  pitched,  and  Lieutenant  Pim  of  the  "  Resolute," 
weather  bound.  He  was  about  to  proceed  to  the  westward  with  a  depot  for 
Commander  M'Clintock. 

Having  no  time  to  spare,  and  the  gale  being  fair  for  me,  I  proceeded  at 
once  to  cross  the  isthmus.  The  deep  ravines  by  which  the  land  is  inter- 
sected, and  the  almost  total  disappearance  of  the  snow  from  the  hills, 
rendered  the  passage  of  the  sledge  most  laborious,  but  we  were  enabled  to 
reach  the  shore  of  Bridport  Inlet  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  June,  and  I 
had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  "  Resolute"  and  "  Intrepid"  frozen  in  off 
Dealy  Island,  about  8  miles  distant. 

I  arrived  on  board  the  "  Resolute"  on  the  same  morning,  and  found 
Captain  Kellett  absent ;  as  he  was  in  the  neighbourhood,  however,  the 
signal  of  recall  was  made  by  the  commanding  officer,  and  on  the  7th  I  had 
the  pleasure  of  seeing  him  return  on  board.  The  invalids  of  "  Investigator" 
were  on  board  "  Resolute  ;"  and  a  party,  with  Dr.  Domville,  had  gone  to  the 
former  vessel  to  hold  a  medical  survey  on  the  remainder  of  her  crew. 

The  surgeon's  party  were  daily  expected  back  ;  but,  anxious  as  I  felt  to 
bring  the  result  of  this  examination,  the  state  of  the  ice,  now  rapidly  decay- 
ing, did  not  justify  me  in  remaining  an  hour  longer  than  to  receive  Captain 
Kellett's  despatches. 

On  the  evening  of  the  8th  of  June,  I  started ;  Captain  Kellett  kindly 
accompanying  me  for  10  miles  of  my  journey,  along  the  south  coast  of 
Melville  Island. 

Rounding  Point  Griffiths  on  the  11th,  I  steered  to  the  northward  along  the 
west  coast  of  the  Byam  Martin  Channel ;  the  travelhng  exceedingly  bad 
from  sludge  and  water  on  the  floe.  I  passed  and  examined  the  two  cairns 
built  by  Dr.  Bradford,  and  arrived  at  my  old  position,  the  boat  at  the  N.E. 
point  of  Melville  Island,  on  the  1 8th  of  June,  in  the  morning.  Here  I  re- 
peated my  observations ;  built  a  large  cairn  ;  and  placing  the  boat  on  the 
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Outline  of  Commander   sledgc,  wc  started  at  7h-  I'-Mo  of  the  sarruiday  ;  Hteering  a  course  eawt  for  the 
Ricliards's  Proceedings,  opposite  sliore,  to  unite  our  search  with  that  of  Commander  Aldrich.  The 
march  across  the  channel  was  a  most  severe  one,  owing  to  the  deep  snow, 
into  which  the  sledge,  witli  hei-  increas(;d  weight,  sank  more  than  two  feet, 
rendering  it  necessary  to  dig  her  out  frequently  with  a  shovel. 

On  the  21st  we  were  close  to  the  eastern  side  of  the  strait,  and  coasted 
along  to  the  northward  towards  the  rendezvous.  J  did  not  discover  Com- 
mander Aldrich's  cairn  as  far  south  as  76°.  00'.  N.,  but  it  is  not  surprising; 
for  those  I  found  on  the  west  side  were  crumbled  to  dust,  and  it  was  a  mere 
chance  my  seeing  them ;  I  should  probably  not  liave  done  so  had  it  not 
been  for  some  large  tin  potatoe  cases  having  been  left  there.  I  have  little 
doubt,  however,  that  I  passed  Point  Aldrich,  from  the  similarity  of  the  coast 
to  that  laid  down  by  him,  but  his  cairn  is  possibly  a  few  miles  to  the  south- 
ward of  the  position  on  the  chart,  or  1  failed  to  see  it.  On  the  24th  of 
June  I  arrived  at  the  rendezvous  cairn,  and  found  it  entirely  crumbled 
down.  There  is  a  great  scarcity  of  stones  on  this  coast,  and  cairns  built  of 
the  frozen  soil  in  early  summer  thaw  and  disappear  in  June.  _  I  rebuilt  it, 
however,  and  getting  observations,  and  packing  up  our  provisions,  started  at 
2h.  P.M.  of  the  25th.  On  the  29th,  at  lOh.  p.m.,  we  arrived  at  the  depot  at 
Cape  Fortune. 

The  floe  during  this  last  journey  was  most  distressing ;  the  snow  had 
melted,  leaving  water  knee  deep,  and  the  old  hummocks  lay  so  thick,  that 
it  was  impossible  to  avoid  them  by  winding. 

With  much  difficulty  and  severe  labour  we  were  enabled  to  drag  the  boat 
and  sledge  over  them,  the  young  ice  now  forming  at  night  over  the  surface 
of  the  water  one-eighth  of  an  inch  in  thickness. 

I  found  here  letters  from  Lieutenant  Osborn  and  the  officers  who  had  pre- 
ceded him,  and  learnt  that  all  was  well  up  to  the  date  of  their  leaving.  The 
greater  part  of  the  29th  of  June  I  passed  on  the  summit  of  Cape  Fortune, 
in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  see  into  some  of  the  deep  bays  to  the  S.E.,  but 
•  unfortunately  the  thick  weather  obscured  everything. 

Lieutenant  Osborn  had  built  a  large  cairn  on  this  hill. 

In  the  afternoon  we  started,  keeping  along  the  land,  to  avoid  the  heavy 
ice  w^her^  we  could,  and  crossing  the  inlets  at  their  narrowest  parts.  It 
was  impossible  to  camp  on  the  floe ;  we  therefore  rested  to  cook  for  a  short 
time  on  the  back  of  an  old  hummock,  and  used  every  exertion  to  reach  the 
land.    The  work  was  most  trying  to  the  people. 

On  the  7th  of  July  I  sighted  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  with  a  beacon  on  it 
(a  satisfactory  proof  to  me  that  Lieutenant  Osborn's  party  had  arrived  safely). 
On  the  8th  we  halted  under  the  cape,  and  had  to  use  our  boat,  for  the  first 
time,  to  get  to  the  land,  having  hitherto  passed  over  scarcely  anything  but 
old  and  heavy  floe. 

Getting  observations  and  angles  on  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  I  proceeded  on 
to  the  depot,  and  found  two  men  from  Lieutenant  Osborn's  part}^  (one  sick). 
I  learnt  from  his  letter  that  he  had  arrived  on  the  19th  June,  and  finding 
water  in  the  channel,  had  gone  with  five  men  in  the  whale  boat  to  prosecute 
the  search  to  the  S.E.  on  the  25th. 

Being  anxious  not  to  retard  the  movements  of  the  ship,  and  I  knew 
she  would  not  start  until  the  safety  of  the  western  parties  had  been  ascer- 
tained, I  felt  very  desirous  to  cross  the  strait  without  loss  of  time. 

But  it  was  a  matter  for  c;onsideration.  In  the  small  light  boat  I  could  not 
carry  all  my  party  over  without  much  risk  ;  if  I  left  any  behind,  Lieutenant 
Osborn  would  be  phiced  in  ;v  similar  predicament.  The  weather,  however, 
was  not  favoura.l)le  i'oi-  any  movement  at  present,  and  I  determined  to  wait 
until  the  11th  of  July,  by  which  time  I  fully  expected  Lieutenant  Osborn, 
and  I  should  have  the  escort  of  a,  larger  boat.  If  he  did  not  arrive  by  that 
day,  I  should  leave  all  my  e(]uipm(>iit  behind,  and  cross  the  channel  with 
my  people  in  the  light  boat.  The  arrival,  however,  of  Mr.  Loney  at  our 
catnp  rendc^red  this  hitter  step  umiecessary,  as  he  had  brought  a.  cutter 
with  hiu),  and  orders  for  my  inmiech'ate  retiuMi ;  his  boat  was  12  miles  off, 
at  the  floe  edge.  No  time  was  lost,  and  in  an  hour  (after  burying  a  dep6t 
of  720  rations)  we  were  on  the  floe  with  our  sledge  and  small  boat;  at 
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lOh.  P.M.  we  reached  the  cutter,  10  or  12  miles  S.S.E.  of  Cape  Lady   Outline  of  Commander 
Franklin,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  11th  we  left  the  south  shore  of  the   Richards's  Proceedings, 
Queen's  Channel,  and  passing  through  a  loose  pack,  we  camped  on  Barrow 
Island  until  the  morning  of  the  12th,  when  we  started  for  Northum- 
berland  Sound,  arriving  at  the  ship  on  the  same  evening,  after  an  absence 
of  94  days. 

I  have  thus.  Sir,  endeavoured  to  give  you  a  brief  outline  of  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  division  which  you  did  me  the  honour  to  place  under  my  com- 
mand. A  more  detailed  account,  together  with  a  chart  and  copies  of  the 
correspondence  which  has  passed  between  the  officers  under  my  orders  and 
myself,  I  shall  lay  before  you,  as  soon  as  the  service  shall  admit  of  time  to 
prepare  them.  It  is  Avith  much  regret  I  am  obliged  to  inform  you,  that  so  far 
as  the  great  object  of  our  search  is  concerned,  we  have  been  entirely  unsuc- 
jcessful,  no  traces  whatever  have  been  discovered  of  the  missing  expedition, 
and  my  own  opinion  is,  that  the  frozen  sea  we  have  passed  over  is  rarely,  if 
ever,  navigable.  Jt  will  be  satisfactory,  however,  I  trust,  to  you  to  know, 
that  a  large  extent  of  new  coast,  viz.  the  northern  shores  of  Cornwalhs  and 
Bathurst  Lands,  as  well  as  a  great  part  of  Melville  Island,  have  been 
thoroughly  examined,  and  the  question  of  any  of  our  countrymen  having 
ever  sought  refuge  there  entirely  set  at  rest.  The  shores  abound  with 
game,  but  parties  well  supplied  with  arms  and  ammunition  find  difficulty  in 
capturing  any. 

During  this  journey  of  94  days,  the  sledge  "  Sir  Edward"  has  passed 
over,  as  nearly  as  I  can  estimate  at  present,  860  geographical  miles  ;  and  I 
am  thankful  to  say,  that  the  whole  of  the  division  has  been  preserved  from 
any  serious  casualty. 

It  is  now  my  pleasing  duty  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  support  and 
assistance  I  have  invariably  received  from  my  able  second.  Lieutenant 
Osborn,  and  I  am  no  less  indebted  to  him  for  the  judicious  adaptation  of  his 
orders  to  altered  circumstances,  when  he  became  aware  of  my  deviation 
from  my  original  instructions  ;  thus  ensuring  the  search  of  an  extensive  por- 
tion of  coast  which,  from  the  state  of  the  ice  on  my  return,  it  would  have 
been  impossible  for  me  to  have  completed. 

To  the  officers  of  the  division  my  best  thanks  are  due,  and  the  singular 
exemption  from  accident  or  illness  among  so  large  a  party,  I  attribute,  under 
Providence,  to  the  care  and  attention  exhibited  by  them. 

The  conduct  of  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  composing  the  sledge  crews, 
has  been  throughout  most  praiseworthy ;  their  cheerful  endurance  under 
circumstances  of  frfequent  difficulty,  and  constantly  severe  labour,  is  abov^ 
all  praise  of  mine. 

My  own  sledge  crew,  four  of  them  petty  officers  and  three  seamen  (all 
most  deserving  men),  I  trust  I  may  be  permitted  to  bring  under  your  espe- 
cial notice.  During  a  period  of  94  days,  on  very  arduous  and  trying 
service,  their  conduct  has  been  most  creditable  to  themselves,  and  most 
satisfactory  to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       G.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 
Late  commanding  the  South-west  Division  of  Search. 

A  List  of  the  Crew  of  the  Sledge  "  >Sir  Edward." 

Edward  Humphries,  Sailmaker  s  Mate  and  Captain  of  Sledge. 

George  Jelferies,  Sergeant  R.M. 

Richard  Bayley,  Boatswain  s  Mate. 

George  Edwards,  Carpenter  s  Mate. 

John  Simmonds,  A.B. 

Henry  Billett,  A.B. 

Louis  Read,  A.B.       •      .  G.  H.  R. 
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Scale  of  Victualling  and  Sledge  Equipment. 

Scale  of  "Victualling  ordered  by  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher  for  the  Travelling  Parties  from 

H.M.S.  "Assistance"  and  "Pioneer." 


Name  of  Article, 


Pemmican  -  -  -  - 
Bacon  .       _       .  - 

Biscuits  - 

Contd.  Rum  - 

Tobacco       -  - 

Biscuit  Dust         _       _  . 

Tea      .       -       -       -  - 

Sugar  -  - 

Chocolate  (Moore's) 
Sugar  -       -     ■  - 

Alcohol,  or .  - 

Composition  of  Seal  Oil  and 

Stearine  - 
Lime  Juice  -       -       -  - 
Pepper,    Salt,    Mustard,  and 

Onion  Powder  -  -  - 
Cayenne  Pepper    -       -  - 


Daily  Quantity. 


Per  man  For  8  men. 


fib. 
6  oz. 
I  lb. 


3oz. 


oz. 

1 

4 
3 

Uoz. 


oz. 
oz. 


r 

elther<|^ 
!-  oz 


6  lbs. 
3  lbs. 
6  lbs. 

gills  oz. 
5^  to  22 

3|-  oz. 
*lb. 
2'oz. 
6  oz. 
12  oz. 

gills  oz. 
7  =  28 
24-  lbs. 
2  oz. 


Pi'oportion  for 
ten  clays 
for  8  men. 


Total  Provisions  on  Sledn-e. 


60  lbs. 

30  Ibri. 

GO  lbs. 
gal.  gills 

1  2U 
131bs.3oz. 
21b.  2|-oz. 

5  lbs. 
1  lb.  4  oz. 
31bs.  12oz. 
7  lbs.  S  oz. 


191bsv  2oz. 
251bs. 
lib.  4oz. 


lib.  Uoz. 

Two  ounces  for  42  days  for 

Total 


40  days. 


240  lbs. 

120  lbs. 

240  lbs. 
gals,  cjills 

6  211 
o31bs.  6oz. 
8  lbs.  9  J^oz. 

20  lbs. 
5  lbs. 

15  lbs. 

36  lbs. 


SSlbs.  4oz. 
50  lbs. 
5  lbs. 

171bs.  14oz. 
the  party. 


783  lbs. 


How  arranffed. 


O 


Qj    3  (U 


Eenurks. 


Edward's  pota- 
toes were  issued 
in  lieu. 


We  carried  20 
days  of  each 
description  of 
fuel. 


Packages 
60  lbs. 


about 


Names,  Rating,  and  Ages  of  Sledge  Crew  appointed  to  H.M.  Sledge  "  John  Barrow." 


Names  of  Sledge  Crew. 

Rank  or  Eating. 

Age. 

Remarks. 

Sherard  Osborn     -       -  - 

Commander  - 

30 

Served  and  travelled  in  Arctic  regions  in 

1850,  1851,  1852,  1853,  and  1854. 
Served  and  travelled  in  Arctic  regions  in 

Joseph  Organ       -       -  . 

Ice  quartermas- 

28 

ter. 

1848,  1849,  1850, 1851, 1852, 1853,  and  1854. 
His  first  cruise  to  the  North.    Travelled  in 
1852-53,  and  1854. 

Thomas  Hall 

Gunnei-'sMate 

31 

Samuel  Walker  - 

Carpenter's  do. 

27  ' 

Ditto  ditto. 

George  Wicketts   -     .  - 

Able  Seaman 

31 

Ditto  ditto. 

Thomas  Copeland  -        -  - 

Ditto  - 

2i\ 

Both  these  men  served  and  travelled  in  these 

William  McArthur 

Ditto  * 

24  i 

regions  in  1850,  1851,  1852,  1853,  and  1854. 

Simon  Dix  - 

lloyal  Marine 

30 

The  same  as  the  above. 

Equipment  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  J 

AVeight. 


lbs. 

Sledge  and  ropes  with  strong  canvas 

bottom   120 

Forster's  patent  sledge  boat  -       -       -  24 

1  Waterpoof  and  1  Duck  Cloth  (Floor)  36 

1  Tent  (8  men)  and  ropes,  bow-lines,  &c.  37 

1  Felt  robe  -  -  -  -  -  2oh 
"1  Fur  robe  (Bufialo)    -       -               -  39" 

2  Cooking  Apparatufies  (one  being  a 
spare  one)       -       -       -       -       -  40 

Store  Bag,  containing,  &;c.    -       ~       -  1 8 

Medicine  Case  (tin)  containing,  fee.       -  10 

1  Shovel     ------  41 

1  Pickaxe  ------  ]o" 

Officers'  instruments,  sextant,  thermo- 
meter,  artificial  horizon,  note-book, 

telescope         -       -       -       -       -  10 

2  Cook's  knives  -  -  -  -  -  1^ 
4  Tent  poles,  and  1  pike  spare      -       -  21 

1  Boat-hook  staff       -       -       -       -  3 

2  Bamboos  ------  10 


Carried  forward  - 
II.  A 


m  Barrow  "  for  long  J ourney. 

Weight, 
lbs. 

Brought  forward  - 
8  Knapsacks,  allowing  eacli  man  Tibs,  for 


spare  clothing  -       -       -       -       -  5G 
1  Gun  and  gear  witli  spare  ammunition  3C 
Luncheon  haversack  with  spoons,  pan- 
nikins, and  daily  rum  can        -       -  8 
Small  axe,  &c.,  such  as  candles     -  - 
Eight  sleeping-bags             -       -       -  56 


Total  dead  weight  -  -  -  557 
Provisions  and  fuel,  40  days  -  783 
Cans  and  packages      -       -       -  60 


Total      -  1,400 


This  dragged  by  7  men  gives  200  lbs.  each, 
with  a  daily  reduction  of  2 2 lbs.  llf  oz.  for  food, 
which  however  was  completed  constantly  by 
supporting  sledges. 

Note. — There  are  24  lbs.  for   spare  boots 
■which  should  be  added ;  for  a  time  they  were 
placed  in  depot  early  on  the  march, 
a 
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Equipment  oftlie  Boat  and  Party  from  Cape  Lady  P'raiikli/i  to  tlic  Soutli-caHt  down  iht 


Queen's  CJiannel,  June  and  J  uJy  1 85.*}.  Weight. 
A  Mahogany  Wood  Gig — long  25  feet ;  beam  6  ft.  ;  4  oars,  &c.,  ewtimated  at  800  Jbs. 

A  Waterproof  and  a  Duck  Cloth  for  a  sail  -       -  HO 

A  Felt  robe       -------  25^ 

Cook's  gear        ------------  20 

Shovel  _>.-----  

Mast  and  boat-hook    -       --       --       --       --  --80 

Pannikins,  spoons,  and  ofRcei's'  instruments  -       -       -       -       -       -       -  Ifi 

6  Sleeping-bags  ------------42 

1  Gun  and  gear  -------  -----15 

Provisions  for  20  days  and  fuel    -       -       -       -       -       -       -       -       -  277 

Packages    -       --       --       --       --       --  --23 


Total  -       -       -       .  1,287 


Deadweight   987  lbs. 

Provisions,  &c,  for  20  days  300 


Total  weight  -       -       -  1,287 


This  dragged  by  5  men  is  equal  to  257  lbs.  per  man,  with  a  daily  reduction  of  ISlb.s.  14  oz. 
for  food. 


Total  of  Travelling  Journeys  executed  by  H.  M.  Sledge  "  John  Barrow,"  equipped  by 
H.  M.  S.  "  Pioneer,"  and  commanded  by  Sherard  Osborn,  whilst  employed  in  the  search 
for  Sib  John  Franklin  in  1853. 


Nature  of  Journey. 

Total  dis- 
tance in  direct 
daily  course 
or  courses. 

Total  esti- 
mated gi'ound 
actually  gone 

over  by 
sledge  or  ci'ew. 

Total  number 

of  days  on 
each  journey. 

Total  number 
of  hours 
travelling. 

Total  number 
of  hours 
at  rest. 

Total  Ko.  of 
hours  lost  by 
bad  weather, 
sickness,  erect- 

hig  cairns, 
making  depots, 
and  at  luncheon. 

The  march  to  establish  grand 
depot,  commencing  March 
22d,  ending  Mar.  29tli,  1853 

The  journey  to  North  West 
Cape,  Melville  Island,  and 
from  grand  depot  down 
west  side  of  the  Queen's 
Channel,  commencing 
April  10th,  ending  July 
15th,  1853  - 

The  journey  to  open  com- 
munication with  II.  M.  S. 
"  North  Star,"  and  to  de- 
liver despatches,  com- 
mencing September  11th, 
ending  Sept.  22d,  1853  - 

Miles. 

922^ 
106 

Miles. 
80 

1,200 
150 

8 

97 
12 

63^ 

850 
108 

91 

1,104 
120 

Vide  Jour- 
nal No.  4. 

Total  for  the  year  1853  - 

1,094 

1,430 

117 

1,021|. 

2,315 

List  of  Animals  and  Birds  shot  or  captured  dm-ing  the  Spring  Journey  of  1853,  westward  from 

Northumberland  Sound  and  Queen's  Channel. 


Animal  or  Bird. 

When. 

Where. 

Nos. 

Estimated 
weight. 

Remarks. 

lbs. 

Deer 

MH,y  - 

Melville  Island  - 

1 

100 

Three  more  seen ;  trails  numerous. 

Ditto 

JlHK!  - 

I'litliurst  Island 

2 

200 

Two  more  wounded,  and  great  numbers  seen. 

Polar  Bears 

July  - 

Queen's  Cluiiuicl 

3 

2,000 

A  mother  and  two  cubs.    Eiglit  or  nine  more 

hoars  seen. 

Seal 

July  - 

Ditto 

1 

100 

Had  been  killed  by  a  hear.    Veiy  numerous. 

CalfMusk 

May  - 

Melville  Island 

1 

50 

Capt.  11.  and  self  shot  a  cow  and  calf  to-day. 

PliiiTiiiganH 

Miiy 

lialhnrsl, Island  ) 

20 

1)1  Uo 

north  shore  J 

30 

Very  numerous,  and  breeding  on  Helen  Island. 

JJit(,o 

.July  j 

JJiicks 

,)uly- 

Cheyne  Islands 

30 

80 

Ill  cuormoiis  flocks.    We  took  their  eggs  in 

prci'creiict^  to  sliooling,  and  liad  no  shot 

Ix'sidcs  to  kill  llicmhad  we  wished  to  do  so. 

lircni  GeoHC 

JillK^  - 

(Queen's  C!liiiiiiicl 

(i 

15 

Lc;rnniirigH 

.Iiino  - 

h]v(!rywli('n5  (o  W. 

20 

v 

Very  numerous. 

2,575 
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Enclosure  No.  21.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Sherard  Osborn's  Sledge  Journey,  1853. 

Copy  of  Orders  received  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  on  leaving 
Northumberland  Sound,  April  10th,  1853. 

Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  The  John  Barrow." 
Mottoes : 

"  Be  of  Good  Courage"  and  "  Dum  spiro  spero." 

Unfortunately  I  have  not  the  motto  of  the  Barrow  family.  I  think,  how- 
ever, that  "While  I  breathe  I  hope,"  will  not  offend  my  good  friend ;  and  I 
believe,  moreover,  that  no  more  appropriate  feelings  could  have  been  selected, 
either  for  himself,  or  the  gallant  bearer  of  the  banner ;  and  although  last, 
not  least,  the  fair  lady  who  worked  it. 

By  faith  and  courage  I  sincerely  trust,  that  you  may  shed  additional 
lustre  on  the  efforts  of  the  northern  division  of  what  I  firmly  believe  to  be 
the  long  talked  of  Arctic  Ocean ;  and  may  your  efforts  meet  with  the 
reward  you  deserve,  for  services  already  rendered. 


By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Assistance,"  and  in  command  of  the  Arctic  Squadron. 

Having  in  the  handsomest  manner,  and  to  me  the  most  gratifying, 
volunteered  to  support  Commander  Richards  in  the  arduous  duty  of  the 
South-western  Expedition,  in  search  of  our  missing  countrymen, — 

I  cannot  better  instruct  you  than  by  furnishing  j^ou  with  a  copy  of  my 
orders  to  him,  under  the  spirit  of  which,  you  will,  under  the  ordinary  routine 
of  the  service,  considering  them  also  as  addressed  to  you,  carry  out  to  the 
letter  their  spirit,  in  the  event  of  illness  or  any  other  unforseen  accident 
occurring  to  him. 

You  will  keep  a  strict  daily  record  of  your  proceedings,  independent  of 
Commander  Richards  ;  and  on  your  return,  having  completed  your  obser- 
vations, drawings,  &c.,  present  the  same  to  me,  within  a  reasonable  period, 
duly  signed. 

The  same  orders,  relative  to  meeting  with  superiors  or  inferiors  (addressed 
to  Commander  Richards),  is  strictly  to  apply  to  yourself;  and  in  the  event 
of  separation,  you  will  act  to  the  best  of  your  judgment  on  its  spirit. 

You  will  present  the  enclosed  to  any  superior,  who  is  thereby  strictly  ^ly    ^caie"of  necessityl^and 

enjoined  to  obedience.  .  then  to  be  returned  to  me. 

—E.B. 

With  my  prayers  for  your  safety,  I  must  also  add  my  wishes  foryour 
health,  fine  weather,  and  success. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  in 
Northumberland  Sound,  this  9th  day  of  April  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher, 

Captain. 

To  Lieutenant  Sherard  O shorn. 

Commanding  H.  M.  Steam  Tender  "  Pioneer." 


A  a  2 
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Lieutenant  Osboru's        The  JouHNAL  of  Ilcr  Majesty's  Sledge,  "  Jolin  Barrow,"  Lieutenant 
Journal,  1853.  SiiKiuuD  OsiioUN    (coiiiirKiTuling'    Jlcr    MajeKty'H    Steam  Venhel, 

  "  Pioneer"),  in  charge,  whilst  Jbrrning  a  ])art  ol'  tfie  Soiith-wcKteni 

Division  of  Sledges  under  the  orders  of  Commander  (/.  II.  RienAUDS. 


1.  The  original  notes,  taken  in  pencil,  and  under  all  the  disadvantages 
of  cold  and  fatigue,  were  necessarily  concise,  and  to  otliers  tlian  rnyself, 
barely  legible.  1  have  subsequently  enlarged  upon  subjects  remarked  in 
the  said  note  book,  using  it  as  a  i'ramcwork  or  foundation  for  my  Journal, 

The  copy  of  the  said  notes,  intended  to  be  written  in  the  form  of  a 
journal,  and  as  a  winter  occupation,  was  ordered  by  Sir  Edward  Belcher 
in  14  days,  and  was  sent  to  him  in  16  days  ;  it  was  the  best  I  could  do 
within  the  period. 

2.  The  temperatures  were  always  carefully  noted  at  the  time;  the 
instrument  used  being  one  supplied  me  by  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  manu- 
factured by  Watkins  and  Hill. 

3.  The  winds,  courses,  drifts,  tides,  and  currents,  arc  always  alluded  to, 
irrespective  of  anything  but  their  true  direction,  taking  the  meridian  of  the 
place  as  a  true  N.  and  S.  line. 

4.  The  chronometer  used  for  obtaining  longitudes  by  ©observations,  was 
one  by  Barraud,  No.  522. 

On  April  6,  it  was  fast  on  mean  time  of  ship  in  Northumberland  Sound, 
(lat.  76°  51'  N.,  and  long.  96°  58' 2.3''  W.)  .5h.  50m.  44-6s.,  and  the  rate 
was  a  daily  gain  of  4728. 

The  accumulated  error  by  that  rate  in  106  days  would  be  S.W.S. 
5h.  59m,  4-92s.,  whereas,  after  my  return  to  the  ship,  on  Jul}^  24,  No.  522 
was  fast  on  mean  time  Northumberland  Sound,  4h.  55m.  21 -985.,  gaining 
daily,  showing  an  hour's  discrepancy,  occasioned,  I  think,  by  the  stopping 
of  the  watch  in  the  cold. 

5.  The  symbol  z,  in  the  weather  denotes  snow  drift. 


Leave  Northumberland  Sound  Sunday,  April  10^/?,.— Performed  Divine  Service,  and  inspected  -  the 
for  the  long  journey  to  Melville  "  Pioneer  "  prior  to  departure.    All  the  men  equipped  in  their  travelling 

clothing.  After  Mr.  AUard  starts  with  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  there  will 
only  be  left  on  board,  the  assistant-surgeon,  Mr.  Eicards,  and  two  engineers, 
Messrs.  Harwood  and  Webb,  with  the  steward  to  cook  and  attend  upon 
them.  Only  one  man  of  the  crew  will  be  left  behind  (Richard  Hales)  and 
he  is  to  live  and  work  on  board  the  "  Assistance ;"  and  I  have  received 
orders  through  Captain  Richards,  for  all  the  men  as  they  return  to  join  that 

vessel.  .  _ 

At  noon?  all  the  sledges  proceeded  alongside  of  H.M.S.  "  Assistance," 
and  Sir  E.  I3clcher  read  and  presented  to  each  officer  in  charge  of  a  sledge, 
an  address  and  his  orders.  The  crcAvs  then  returned  to  their  respective 
vessels  to  dinner. 

At  3h.  30m.  the  crews  of  both  vessels  mustered  on  quarter  deck  of  Her  Ma- 
jesty's ship  "  Assistance,"  and  another  general  address  was  read  by  the  senior 
"officer,  and  then  the  South-western  Division  of  Sledges  were  ordered  to  man 
their  drag  ropes,  and  as  soon  as  the  sails  could  be  set  and  trimmed,  Ave 
started  to  the  westward.  'I'liose  who  were  going  to  remain  behind,  left  us 
off  the  point  of  Mount  Beaufort,  and  the  division  proceeded  alone,  under 
the  orders  of  Commander  G.  H.  Richards. 

South-weHtern  Division  ot  Sledges. 

]sf(),  1. — The  "Sii'l^idward,"  Commander  Richards  and  7  men,  victualled 
i'or-  40  days. 

jyjo.  2. — 'llio  "  John  Barrow,"  LiouLenaul  Shcrard  Osborn  and  7  men, 

victualled  for  40  days, 
j^o.  y. — Th'!  "  ^•>lI(;(;esH,"  f  jieuttMianfc  Walter  May  and  7  men,  carrying 

ilio  ice  l;oat,  and  victualled  for  30  daj's. 


sight,  amongst  snow  squalls  and  fog,  to  see  the  hearse-like  motion  of  our 
sledges,  as  they  wound  (or  rove  as  we  call  it)  amongst  the  extraordinary 
wild  scene  of  a  pack  in  Queen's  Channel. 

Sledges  and  lashings  groaned  again  at  the  shocks  necessarily  caused  in 
passing  over  such  ice,  and  it  was  not  with  a  little  pleasure  we  discovered, 
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No.  4.— The  "  Lady  Franklin,"  Dr.  Lyall  and  9  men,  victualled  for  Lieutenant  Osborn's 

50  days.  Journal,  1853. 

No.  5. — The  "  Success,"  Mi:  Herbert,  Mate,  and  9  men,  victualled  for   

50  days. 

No.  6. — The    Dauntless,"  Mr.  J.  B.  Grove  and  9  men,  victualled  for 
50  days. 

The  breeze  freshened  rapidly,  and  veered  more  to  the  northward,  with  a 
gale  threatening  from  that  quarter. 

Around  and  about  the  hummocks  off  the  entrance  into  the  sound,  there 
was  ever  y  appearance  of  the  ice  being  weak  and  thin,  but  improving  as  we 
reached  over  between  Spit  and  Pioneer  Ishmd.  About  9h.  15m.  p.m.  we 
reached  Spit  Point,  where  half  a  day's  food  had  been  left  on  our  return  from 
establishing  the  depot.  We  encamped  for  the  night,  ready  to  take  advan- 
tage of  an  entire  day's  march  for  crossing  and  getting  clear  of  the  weak  ice 
westward  of  Spit  Island. 

Wind,  N.N.E.;  5.  to  8.  o.  c.  q.  z.  Temperature,  shade,  +1°.  Course  M.G. 
W.  15°.  N.  6  miles. 

A^ofe. — It  Avill  be  observed  that  we  commenced  our  spring  journeys  travel- 
ling by  da3'-time,  a  measure  which  I  always  advocated  as  a  safeguard  from 
the  low  temperatures  and  consequent  frostbites  of  this  season ;  the  favour- 
able result  of  this  precautionary  measure  will  be  remarked  upon  hereafter. 

Monday,  April  Wth. — 6h.  the  temperature  in  the  shade  +2°,  with  Traveniug hetwem  Spit island 
the  wind  N.N.E.;  3.  o.  c.  m.  ( N.B.  Much  colder  to  the  sensations).  A  raw  thtq^n^chfoS"" 
hazy  morning  ;  blowing  our  fingers,  and  hastening  the  cooks,  Avho  are  not 
yet  expert  at  their  lilliputian  kitchens.  An  expeditious  consumption  of 
chocolate  and  biscuit,  and  by  8h.  a.m.  we  were  away.  Following  the  old 
trail,  we  rounded  Spit  Point,  as  close  as  possible,  and  after  many  a  heavy 
drag,  and  many  a  fall  on  the  slippery  pile  of  old  ice  that  had  been  thrust  by 
pressure  upon  the  coast  in  this  neighbourhood,  we  struck  off  to  the  westward, 
endeavouring,  as  far  as  possible,  to  strike  the  old  route,  so  as  to  cross  the 
Queen's  Causeway  by  the  made  path. 

Though  so  short  a  time  had  elapsed,  yet  snow  drift  and  the  rising  of  the 
water  through  cracks  in  the  floe  had  nearly  obliterated  the  trail,  and  it  w^as 
only  here  and  there,  by  bits  of  tin,  rag,  &c.,  that  we  were  enabled  to  pre- 
serve a  due  course.  No  improvement  in  the  state  of  the  packed  ice  had 
taken  place ;  and  all  the  sledges  strained  very  much,  requiring  every  care 
upon  the  part  of  officers  and  crews  to  prevent  any  accident  occurring  of  a 
serious  nature. 

The  "  Reliance"  sledge  carried  away  one  of  her  stanchions ;  a  temporary 
repair  was  applied,  and  no  delay  took  place. 

At  4h.  P.M.  we  reached  and  encamped  beyond  the  bad,  or  rather  weak 
ice,  and  near  the  place  where  the  boat  sledge  was  repaired  in  March. 

6h.  temperature  +1°. 

Wind  N. ;  1.  o.  c,  and  very  hazy,  as  it  has  been  throughout  the  day. 

Course  M.G.    6  miles.    S.  70°.  W. 

Bearing  from  night  camp,  true. 

Spit  Point,  extreme  E.N.E.,  6  miles. 

Tuesday,  April  12/A.— 6h.  30m.  a.m.,  temperature,  +1°.     Wind  N.W.  ;  Crossing  the  Queen's  Channel. 

2.  o.  f.  s. 

For  half  an  hour  before  we  started  Captain  Richards  and  myself  anxiously 
sought  the  old  trail,  for  surrounded  as  we  were  with  belts  of  hummocks,  it 
was  of  great  importance  (with  our  heavily  ladened  sledges,  and  in  such 
thick  weather)  to  follow  the  smooth  route,  which  we  knew  existed  up  the 
Queen's  Causeway.  At  last  Ave  thought  we  had  the  right  clue,  and  away 
we  started;  but  within  one  hour's  time  our  route  became  entangled  amongst 
very  cross  ice  and  hummocks.  The  wind  was  sufficiently  fair  to  carry  our 
sails  sharp  on  a  wind  which  we  find  helps  somewhat,  and  it  was  a  strange 
sight,  amongst  snow  squalls  and  fog,  to  see  the  hearse-like  motion  of  our 
sledges,  as  they  wound  (or  rove  as  we  call  it)  amongst  the  extraordinary 
wild  scene  of  a  pack  in  Queen's  Channel. 

Sledges  and  lashings  groaned  again  at  the  shocks  necessarily  caused  in 
passing  over  such  ice,  and  it  was  not  with  a  little  pleasure  we  discovered, 
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Liciiiruiuit  Osbonr.s     just  at  luncb  timc,  !i  finc  belt  of  Hmootli  ice,  })oi)Ti(lorJ  on  (tithcr  band  with 
.Jouniiil,  iy>G:',.         heavily  pacl<.e(l  ice.    This  smooth  lead  went  rath(;r  south waid  ol' our  route, 
but  anything  was  preferable  to  risking  our  argosies  over  such  ice  as  we  had 
been  crossing ;  so  after  a  hasty  lunch  under  the  lee  of  the  sledges,  we 
edged  down  the  lane,  going  nearly  S.W.  true. 


Queen's  Causeway.' 


Cape  Sir  John  Frankln,  S.  54°  E.  true  8.  to  9.  ' 

As  the  day  advanced  the  weather  broke  a  little,  and  Captain  Richards 
and  myself  kept  an  anxious  look  out  for  the  beacons  left  by  us  in  March, 
on  the  extremes  of  the  causeway.  About  3h.  30m.  p.m.,  from  the  top  of  a 
lofty  hummock,  we  espied  them,  and  if  it  had  been  the  Eddystone  we  could 
hardly  have  been  more  pleased.  The  sledges  made  slow  progress  to-day, 
on  account  of  the  depth  of  snow  lying  upon  the  young  floe,  and  it  was 
5h.  P.M.  before  they  reached  a  camping  place.  Whilst  supper  was  pre- 
paring the  officers  and  some  men  from  each  sledge  erected  marks  to  guide 
us  to  the  beacon  to-morrow,  a  necessary  precautionary  measure,  as  the  in- 
tervening space  was  heavy  pack,  and  there  was  every  indication  of  a  con- 
tinuation of  thick  weather. 

6h.  P.M.,  west  1.  o.  c.  very  misty,  with  light  snow. 

Temperature  in  shade — 1°. 

Course,  M.  G.    S.  70°,  W.  8  miles. 

6h.  P.M.  Observations  :  too  thick  to  see  the  land,  except  one  glimpse 
of  Spit  Point. 


From 
Camp. 


Spit  Point  N.  +  — 
Causeway  beacOn  (W.) 
Do.  (E.) 


N.  68°  E.  W. 
N.  70°  W. 
N.  20°  W.  2'- 


Wednesday,  April  I3th. — 6h.  a.m.,  calm,  o.  m.  and  very  gloomy.  Tem- 
perature in  shade  +  1°.  Dr.  Lyall's  thermometer  indicates  — 10°.  Query, 
Who  is  right  ? 

Our  cooks  were  smart  to-day,  and  as  there  Avere  many  of  the  former 
expedition  under  Captain  Austin  amongst  them,  I  heafd  a  number  of  self- 
congratulatory  remarks  on  their  operations  of  this  year  having  commenced 
so  much  earlier ;  with  here  and  there  a  quiet  hope  expressed  that  all  would 
end  well.  In  the  joking  that  arose  amongst  the  crews  upon  the  occasion 
of  this  anniversary,  it  was  very  evident  that  they  did  not  remember  that 
both  myself  and  Lieutenant  May  were  amongst  the  old  hands.  However, 
it  was  cheering  to  hear  the  expression  on  all  sides,  that  they  would  beat 
those  last  expedition  parties,  and  provided -they  did  that,  1  cared  but  little 
how  much  they  pretended  to  despise  their  labours.  6h.  30m.  started 
in  a  thick  mist,  which  we  cared  little  for,  thanks  to  the  marks  erected  last 
night,  and  in  a  short  time  reached  the  east  cairn.  We  found  the  route  we 
had  cut  through  the  pack,  much  encumbered  by  heavy  snowdrifts  running 
across  it,  varying  from  10  to  20  feet  in  height.  Taking  a  party  ahead  to 
level  and  cut  through  the  obstacles,  the  remaining  men  of  the  division 
manned  three  sledges  and  started ;  it  was  a  truly  anxious  time  for  the 
officers.  The  three  large  sledges  stood  it  best,  and  Captain  Richards  had  a 
new  and  heavy  one,  of  small  size,  which  showed  no  symptoms  of  weakness. 
But  both  my  sledge  and  that  of  Lieutenant  May  gave  out.  The  latter,  the 
"lleliance"  broke  down  and  damaged  the  ice  boat,  and  my  runners  worked 
so  muc;h  between  the  stsuichions  as  to  cause  the  iron  and  wood  to  separate, 
tfn-ough  the  l)reaking  of  the  rivet  lieads.  Arrangements  were  made  to 
repair  damages  with  such  nuians  as  we  had  at  hand,  the  two  carpenters  in 
our  division,  Samuel  Walker  and  Joseph  Edwardes,  proving  themselves 
(;xp(!rt  workmen,  with  slender  means.  In  the  annexed  diagram  I  have 
shown  the  repairs  applied  to  my  craft;  repairs  Avhich  proved  most  useful, 
and  stood  the  test  of  (}7  days  journey.    vVfter  a  lunch  on  frozen  bacon 
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and  some  private  cheese,  supplied  by  tlie  short  party  officers,  the  division 
started.  May  and  myself  overtaking  them  about  Ih.  p.m.;  our  journey  now 
leading  over  a  terribly  ancient  floe  piece,  which  had  wedged  itself  into 
Queen's  Channel  some  time  during  last  winter.  The  aged  knolls,  with 
deep  snow  surrounding  them,  were  very  trying  to  the  men's  strength,  and 
there  were  only  two  alternatives,  either  to  go  over  the  slippery  knolls  and 
be  threatened  with  broken  limbs  by  falls,  or  through  the  hollows  and  be 
knee-deep  in  snow.  We  halted  about  4h.  p.m.,  heartily  tired.  The  western 
coast  began  to  show  out  of  the  haze,  and  as  day  closed  it  was  seen 
extending  as  far  as  west,  with  a  very  indented  coast  line. 

6h.  P.M.  Wind,  N.;  1.  b.  c;  horizon  very  clear  to  the  westward;  tempe- 
rature in  shade  +  2°. 

Course,  M.  G.  S.  60°  W.  6  miles,  went  over  10  miles  or  more  to  accom- 
plish it. 

Bearings  from  night  camp  7h.  5m.  p.m.  app.  time.  Ex.  of  land  seen  to 
the  west,  N.  85°  W.  ^.  Sun's  cent,  ®  S.  89°  E.,  and  this  compared  with 
Admiral  Beaufort's  table  of  ©  bearings,  gave  a  variation  of  165°  wes- 
terly. 

Thursday,  April  I4th. — 7h.  Wind,  W. ;  1.  b.  c. ;  very  misty,  and  con- 
tinued so  throughout  the  day,  with  a  rising  N.  W.  gale  and  snow  drift.  The 
temperature  +2°  in  shade ;  but  I  have  not  much  faith  in  the  thermometer 
I  have  got,  as  it  varies  much,  and  stands  generally  10°  higher  than  a  highly-  ' 
finished  instrument  belonging  to  Doctor  Lyall. 

Started,  steering  S.  45°  W.  to  close  the  land ;  the  men  suffering  much  from  ' 
the  falls  consequent  upon  the  slippery  state  of  the  surface  of  the  knolls  of 
ice. 

Towards  noon,  we  had  occasional  glimpses  of  the  Avestern  coast  about  the 
steep  cliffs,  south  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  with  one  or  two  small  islets  lying 
off  them.  A  rising  north-wester  cut  us  to  the  bone,  frostbites  of  the  nose 
and  cheeks  called  for  constant  care,  and  the  necessity  for  us  to  keep  our 
bodies  warm  occasioned  the  progress  of  the  division  to  be  rapid,  although  a 
very  tortuous  route  had  to  be  taken  to  avoid  ridges  of  hummocks. 

About  noon  we  lunched ;  blowing  our  fingers  and  thanking  Providence 
for  a  glass  of  alcohol  to  keep  alive  the  circulation,  instead  of  cod-liver  oil, 
or  pure  water,  as  some  Arctic  authorities  have  recommended.  The  after- 
noon march  was  as  bad  as  Arctic  travelling  can  be,  which  is  saying  a  good 
deal ;  and  at  3h.  30m.  we  made  out  our  depot  cairn  on  Cape  Lady  Frankhn, 
bearing  about  S.S.W.  (true)  2  miles  distant. 

At  4h.  30m.  the  tents  were  pitched,  and  we  were  enabled,  thanks  to 
Mr.  Harwood's  tallow  lamp,  to  have  our  dinner  of  pemmican,  and  our  pints 
of  tea  in  one  hour's  time,  a  comfort  only  to  be  appreciated  by  those  Avho, 
cold  and  hungry,  have  often  in  this  climate  to  wait  two  or  three  hours, 
shivering  with  the  former,  and  faint  from  thirst  and  exhaustion. 

The  night  M^as  a  dirty  one,  with  a  heavy  westerly  gale  and  snow  drift, 

6h.  P.M.  temperature  in  shade  11°.    Wind  W.    7h.  drifting  snow. 

Course  M.G.    S.  56°  W.  6  miles. 

Bearing  from  camp.    Cape  Lady  Franklin,  extreme,  S.  22°  W.  f  mile. 

Friday,  April  15th. — Awoke  at  2h.  a.m.  by  the  pressure  of  the  gale, 
which  was  blowing  with  great  violence  against  the  head  of  the  tent; 
force  8  to  squalls  of  10  or  11. 

7h.  temperature  13o.    Wind  W. ;  3.  b.  c.  m.,  with  snow  drift. 

Faces  required  to  be  covered  with  cloth  masks  and  comforters  ;  started 
with  improving  appearance  of  floe,  we  having  now  reached  the  smooth  ice 
of  one  year's  formation,  which  hnes  the  coast  westward  of  Cape  Lady 
Franklin.  Without  and  northward  of  us  there  was  a  ridge  of  hummocks 
and  some  appearance  of  packed  ice. 

The  wind  veered  rapidly  in  the  forenoon  to  the  south,  and  at  last  we 
made  sail,  and  in  spite  of  a  considerable  depth  of  snow  overlaying  the 
smooth  ice,  our  progress  Avas  rapid  throughout  the  day. 

As  we  advanced,  there  were  evident  signs  of  our  passing  out  of  the  strong 
tideway  of  Queen's  Channel ;  rents  in  the  floe  and  hummocks  became  less 
common,  and  the  sails  now  materially  aided  the  crews  in  their  labour.  We 
were  crossing  in  the  afternoon  an  extensive  bay,  which  shows  westward  of 
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The  division  reaches  abreast  of 
Cape  Lady  Franklin. 


O 


Crossing  Young  Inlet  to 
the  westward  of  Cape  Lady 
Franklin. 


(    192  ) 


Bearings 
at  Noon. 


LioiUonant  Osl.orn'«     Cape  Lady  Fi'ankliii,  and  Avliieh  has  within  its  coinpass  Rcveral  ishinds,  edging 
Jouniiil,  iHCj'd.        8uniciently  in  to  wee  that  i]o  cliannci  led  diiectly  south  within  its  hniits,  and 
assure  ourselves  by  a  rough  examination  of  no  vessels  being  frozen  in  it, 
the  division  pushed  on  in  hopes  of  reaehing  the  extreme  land  seen  by  us 
yesterday  to  the  west-ward.    'J'hiek  snow  and  a  rising  gale  prev(mted  us 
landing,  and  at  5h.  15m.  we  halted,  and  secured  our  tents  carefully  for  a 
heavy  gale  ;  all  hands  in  high  spirits  at  the  rapifl  march  we  liad  made,  and 
the  certainty  of  placing  the  first  cache  (wln'ch  will  be  established  to-morrow) 
at  the  distance  wc  had  originally  contemplated  on  leaving  the  ships. 
7h.  I'M.,  temperature  —  30''.    Wind  S.S.E.,  .0.  (j.  f.  s.,  drift. 
Course  M.G.    10  miles,  W.  N. 

Cape  Lady  Franklin,  near  extreme  -       -  8.       K.  4'. 

N.  extreme  of  East  Deception  -  -       -    -  N.  G^"  W. 

S.E.  extreme  of  „       near           -  -       -  8.  80"  W. 

Cent,  high  summit  to  North  -       -    -  N.  S^f  W. 

Last  night  camp,  about        -       -  -       -  East. 

Night  Camp,  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  by  account        -    -    S.  68°  E.  10'. 

Saturdaij,  April  l6th. — 6h.  30m.  a.m.  temperature  in  shade,  — 15^.  Wind, 
N. ;  7.,  drift. 

During  the  night  there  was  a  momentary  cessation  in  the  breeze,  and 
then  it  shifted  suddenly  back  to  the  N.W.  from  S.E.,  and  blew  with  great 
violence,  forcing  the  fine  snow  drift  into  the  doorway  of  the  tent,  and 
covering  us  as  we  lay  in  our  sleeping  bags  with  drift ;  clothing  all  stiffly 
frozen ;  boots  unwilling  to  be  dragged  on ;  and  the  breakfast  a  severe 
struggle  between  cold  and  hunger.  Jokes  and  round  oaths  on  all  sides  at 
benumbed  fingers,  noses,  and  toes.  The  temperature  within  our  tents 
was  — 10'^. 

Reach  the  east  extreme  of  Gator  It  was  actually  ncccssary  to  Start  for  the  land,  in  order  that  Mr.  Grove 
e^tebUsha^cache^^  and  his  slcdgc  might  retuHi  as  expeditiously  as  possible,  to  form  one  of 

the  N.E.  division ;  and  although  strict  prudence  would  have  hesitated  at 
exposing  the  men  to  a  march  against  the  gale  and  snow  drift  then  blowing, 
necessity  compelled  us  to  the  measure.  The  division  packed  up  and 
proceeded ;  the  crews  and  officers  walking  and  dragging  with  half  averted 
bodies,  for  the  wind  actually  felt  as  if  scalding  the  face,  so  similar  are  the 
extremes  of  heat  and  cold. 

The  land  showed  through  the  drift  about  lOh.  a.m.,  and  somewhere 
about  noori  we  reached  the  point  fixed  upon  for  the  cache,  and  encamped  ; 
our  food  to-day,  such  as  bacon  and  pemmican,  actually  splintei'ed  when 
struck  with  an  axe.  Busy  completing  provisions  to  40  days,  and  esta- 
blishing a  cache  of  5  days  each  for  Nos.  5.  and  4.  sledges,  and  2\  days 
for  Nos.  3.,  2.,  and  1.;  this  leaves  No.  6.  sledge  with  just  sufficient  to 
reach  back  to  the  ship.  Strong  breeze  and  bitterly  cold.  Piled  up  stones 
over  our  provisions,  and  secured  it  strongly  against  bears  or  wolves. 

6h.  P.M.  temperature  of  air,  —13°.  Wind,  W.  by  N.  ;  5.;  temperature 
—  13°;  Dr.  Ly all's  thermometer  indicates  18°. 

Note. — We  all  had  occasion  to-day  to  suffer  from  due  attention  not  having 
been  paid  to  the  representations  of  those  employed  in  former  Arctic  expedi- 
tions, in  the  shape  of  metal  prismatic  compasses  ;  had  bone,  wood,  or  ivory 
been  substituted,  bearings  would  have  been  more  easily  taken,  and  no  fingers 
would  have  been  burnt  or  blistered  by  coming  in  contact  with  the  cold 
metal. 

Noon,  temperature  —17°.    Wind,  N. ;  6.  q.  z. 

Bearings  I'rom  cache,  taken  a.m.  April  17th. 

Summit  of  Cape  Franklin       -  -  S.  73°  E.  14' 

Extremes  of  Kicard  Island  -       -       -  S.  51°  E. 

Ditto  -  S.  66°  E. 

Cairn  over  the  cache,  200  yards  S.W. 

^vndm),  April  \1th. —  6h.  30m.  a.m.  tcm|)crature  in  shade,  —6°. 
Wind,  N.W. ;  5.  (].  b.  c.  m.  z. ;  Dr.  Lyall's  tlicrmometer  registers  —18°,  and 
it  feels  iiir  more  like  the  latter  than  the  former.    Last  night  deer  were 
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seen,  and  this  mornmg  Captain  Richards  and  Mr.  Herbert  fell  in  with  a     Lieutenant  Osborn's 
herd,  grazing  near  a  new  harbour,  called  since  after  my  friend  "  John        Journal,  1853. 
Bertie  Cator,"  formerly  commanding  the  "  Intrepid."    Giving  our  able 
support,  the  "  Dauntless,"  three  cheers,  we  parted  company ;  she  striking 
for  Northumberland  Sound,  and  we  to  the  westward,  where,  for  yet  awhile, 

the  coast  appears  to  lead.     After  crossing  Cator  Harbour,  we  neared  a  The  s.w.  division  crosses  Cator 

point  upon  which  several  deer  were  grazing ;  the  beautiful  whiteness  of  J^^g^^^g  c?ssup^°on'^'its 

their  coats  rendered  it  difficult  to  detect  them  upon  the  uniform  coating  of  western  extremity. 

snow  which  covered  the  land.    The  necessity  for  pushing  ahead  to  the 

utmost,  without  loss  of  one  hour,  placed  it  beyond  our  power  to  go  in 

pursuit  of  game  at  this  season  ;  and  the  sudden  manner  in  which  gales  of 

wind  spring  up  made  the  detaching  of  any  sportsmen  from  the  division 

extremely  hazardous  ;  it  will  not,  therefore,  be  wondered  at,  that  although 

we  saw  a  good  deal  of  game,  and  recent  traces  of  more,  that  none  were  shot 

at  this  season.    Captain  Richards,  1  was  delighted  to  see,  felt  as  I  did, 

that  every  mile  done  was  a  prize  won,  and  that  what  health  and  strength 

we  unavoidably  lost  on  the  outward  route,  might  be  recovered  as  we  came 

back,  when  the  season  would  be  better,  and  game  yet  more  plentiful.  I 

landed  to  try  and  get  within  shot  of  the  deer,  but  they  went  off  at  a  great 

pace,  and  appeared  very  wild.   On  examining  the  places  where  they  had  been 

feeding,  I  found  under  the  snow  abundance  of  a  dwarfish  black  lichen, 

resembling  tripe  de  roche ;  this  evidently  constituted  their  main  food. 

Saxifrage,  of  which  there  was  some,  appeared  untouched.    Sandstone  in 

patches  occurs  here,  and  is  evidently  on  the  increase ;  we,  of  course,  hail  it 

as  the  promise  of  a  better  vegetation,  and  some  change  from  the  eternally 

monotonous  limestone  of  the  eastern  region  we  have  left. 

Noon,  we  lunched  under  the  lee  of  our  sledges ;  the  weather  cold,  but 
improving.  In  the  afternoon  we  opened  out  a  bay  some  4  miles  broad 
and  3^  deep,  rendered  extremely  picturesque  by  three  hills  situated  at  its 
southern  extreme.  Captain  Richards  christened  them  "  The  Mother  and 
Two  Sisters."  Br.  Lyall,  Commander  Richards,  and  myself  tried  to  walk 
in  for  the  latter,  intending  to  surmount  them  for  a  view,  but  we  found  the 
journey  too  laborious,  on  account  of  the  depth  of  snow  overlaying  both 
land  and  floe.  Landing  on  what  is  now  "  The  Brother,"  we  saw  sufficient 
to  prove  that  we  were  skirting  outside  of  an  extensive  range  of  islands, 
lying  off  the  northern  coast  of  Bathurst  Land,  and  entailing  much  search 
upon  the  different  sledge  parties  as  they  returned  homeward. 

Sandstone  here  becomes  the  rule,  and  limestone  the  exception ;  vegeta- 
tion scanty,  though  it  be  more  abundant,  and  traces  of  deer  and  hare 
numerous  and  recent.  In  good  spirits  at  the  prospect,  and  satisfied  with  a 
fair  day's  progress  with  full  ladened  sledges,  we  rejoined  our  men,  and 
encamped  at  Point  Sandstone. 

Course  M.G.    N.  68°  W.  7  miles. 

6h.  temperature  in  the  sun, — 3°,  and  shade, — 7°.  Wind  N.W.  5.  b.  cm. 
Course  M.G.    N.  68°  W.  7  miles.    Walked  10  miles. 

Note. — Walking  a,gainst  a  strong  breeze,  with  a  low  temperature,  w^e  have 
had  good  proof  of  the  efficiency  of  the  clothing  and  foot  gear  supplied  to 
the  men.  Canvass  boots,  large  like  ours,  with  plenty  of  soft  blanket 
socks,  so  that  there  is  warmth  without  pressure,  is  a  certain  rule  for  se- 
curing the  feet  against  frostbites,  which  we  have  followed  this  time  with 
advantage. 

Bearings  observed  to-day,  1  Oh.  a.m..  Deer  Point,  Osborn  Group. 
Cape  Lady  Franklin  in  line  with 

Point  to  the  eastward      -       -       -        S.  74°  E. 
North  extreme  of  West  Sister      -       ~    S.  78°  W.  6' 
North  extreme  of  Brother       -       -        N.  84°  W.  5' 

Mondai/, April  I8th. — 6h. a.m., temperature  in  shade, — 12°,  sun, — 3°.  Wind, 
N.W. ;  6.  b.  c.  q.  m.,  heavy  snow  drift.  Started  for  the  westward,  hoping 
that  the  gale  would  abate.  A  fine  channel,  leading  due  south,  showed  to 
the  west  of  the  Sisters  :  land  was  visible  all  round  the  bottom  part  of  it, 
and  we  afterwards  found  that  it  opened  into  Sir  W.  Parker's  Channel. 
1  Ih.  A.M.,  the  gale  still  freshening,  and  the  drift  so  heavy,  that  we  were 
II.  B  b 
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obliged  to  pitch  and  await  a  lull,  which  happily  took  place  Hoon  after  noon, 
Coasting  along  norti  jhore of  whcn  the  (livisioH  iniHU'diatcly  packed  up  and  again  proceed(,-d  for  a  point 
Helen  Island.  bearing  nearly  due  we.st.    Hitherto,  since  leaving  the  cache  (No.  1 ),  our 

course  has  been  over  ice  of  one  season's  formation  ;  the  line  of  demarcation 
between  it  and  the  old  floes,  which  in  most  places  seem  to  have  remained 
in  the  bay  and  inlets  (to  the  southward),  is  easily  observed.  'J'he  young 
ice  has  been  formed  during  the  prevalence  oi'  winds  off  shore,  as  it  is  per- 
fectly smooth  for  a  breadtli  varying  either  a  little  more  or  less  than  a  mile, 
in  a  north  and  south  direction ;  beyond  that  the  ice  is  rough  and  packed, 
without  being  heavy  or  ancient  looking ;  my  own  impression  is,  that  the 
floe  we  are  travelling  upon  will  break  up  early  in  the  season. 

4h.  encamped.  People  very  tired  from  the  effects  of  low  temperature 
and  a  contrary  gale,  the  latter  being  a  greater  obstacle  than  a  person  would 
easily  suppose  in  Arctic  travelling.  Our  camp  was  formed  near  a  lofty  pile 
of  fragments  of  floe,  caused  by  the  crash  of  the  moving  pack  against  ancient 
grounded  ice,  which  lines  the  coast  line.  There  was  every  appearance  of 
land  to  the  northward  of  us,  very  distant. 

A  6h.  P.M.  Wind,  N.  W. ;  4.  q.  b.  c.  m.  Temperature  in  shade,  — 4°.  Course, 

M.  G.  6  or  7  miles,  W.    Walked  9  miles. 

Bearings  at  night  camp. — p.m.,  at  61i.  5m.  app.  time,  the  sun  bore  by 
compass  N.  82°  30'  E.,  long,  of  position,  101°  W.  ;  lat.  76°  40'  N.;  this  by 
Admiral  Beaufort's  table,  gives  a  variation  equal  to  169°  30'  W. 

Observed  N.  extremity  of  Sisters  in  line  to  bear  -  S.  63°  E. 
Sandstone  Point,  now  Point  Harveiy     -       -     -     S.  83°  £.  7'. 

Tuesday,  April  1  ^th. — 6h.  temperature  in  shade,  6°.  Wind,  N.  W. ;  2.  b.  c.  v. 
A  fine  clear  morning,  with  great  refraction  ;  strong  indications  of  land  to  the 
north  and  north-west.  Leaving  the  division  to  proceed  along  the  coast, 
which  now  appeared  to  turn  to  the  south-west,  Captain  Richards,  Doctor 
Lyall,  and  myself,  started  for  a  neighbouring  hill  to  obtain  a  view  of  our 
future  route.  After  a  scramble  over  a  steep  and  rocky  land,  we  reached 
the  top  of  Mount  Disappointment,  for  so  we  felt  it  to  be,  on  seeing  the 
coast  turn  abruptly  southward,  and  then  with  strong  indication  of  recover- 
ing its  westerly  direction,  the  same  coast  was  seen  glimmering  to  the  south- 
west ;  I  need  hardly  say,  a  straight  and  not  an  indented  coast  is  what  we 
Rounding  N.w.  extreme  of  pray  and  hopc  for.  Far  to  the  north  and  little  westward,  other  land  was 
Hden  Island,  and  reach  Point.  ^^^^^^     ^-^       ^^^^^^  1^^^^^       ^^^^      distorted  by  mirage  as  to  defy  all 

certitude  as  to  its  outline. 

In  hopes  of  seeing  something  to  justify  us  in  striking  westward,  so  as 
not  to  lose  the  ground  we  undoubtedly  should  by  following  the  coast  line 
down  to  the  south,  we  walked  from  hill  top  to  hill  top,  but  they  only  con- 
firmed the  fact  that  we  must  now  turn  at  right  angles  to  our  wished  for 
course,  and  searching  the  western  shores  of  these  islands,  strike  again  upon 
the  north  coast  of  Bathurst  Land,  which  we  afterwards  found  we  had  left 
since  starting  from  Cape  Lady  Franklin. 

Traces  of  deer  were  both  numerous  and  recent,  three  had  been  seen 
during  the  past  night ;  in  the  valleys  we  saw  a  deal  of  saxifrage,  moss,  and 
grass,  and  small  fragments  of  coal,  evidently  washed  down  by  summer 
torrents.  I  had  occasion  to-day  to  have  my  bad  opinion  confirmed  of  the 
glass  artificial  horizons  supplied  to  our  expediti(ms,  and  would  strongly  advise 
none  but  quicksilver  ones  in  future,  to  prevent  such  useless  articles  being  again 
taken  on  such  important  service ;  my  observed  lattiude  differed  from  that 
of  Captain  Richards  7  miles,  as  annexed. 

P.M.,  steering  W.S.W.  the  sun  came  in  our  eyes,  the  glare  rather  painful. 
A  low  island  observed  to  the  N.W.    4h.  30m.  encamped. 

6h.  temperature  10°.    Wind,  S.S.W. ;  1.  b.  c.  m. 
(Jourse  M.  (J.  W.  W  x  S.  86°  W.  3'.    Walked,  10  miles. 

Bearings  ("rom  cam|)  4h.  3()m.  p.m.  True. 

Last  encampment  point       -        -       -        -  -    N.  79°  1*^- 

Mount  i)isiipj)ointment,  sununit       -       -       -  -     S.  85°  E. 

South-west  extremity  of  Helen  Island,  then  visible  -    S.  43°  W. 

J.,and  to  the  westward,  Seymour  Island       -      -  -    N.  45°  W. 
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Latitude,  76°  38'  8"  N.  Variation  observed  170°  W.    Observations,  glass     Lieutenant  Osborn's 
artificial  horizon,  noon  ^  48°  58'  20"  ;  index  error,  1'  15"  sub.  Temperature  ouina^  8o3. 

zero,  (f)  by  compass  N.  10°  W,    With  quicksilver  artificial  horizon,  observed 
meridian  altitude  |  48°  42'  30"  and  latitude,  =  76°  45'  I9"  N. 

Wednesday,  April 2Qf,h. — 5h.  30m.  a.m.  Temperature  12°.    Wind,  S.W.j 
2.  b.  c.  m. 

6h.  Strong  refraction,  loom  of  land  to  the  northward,  at  least  40  miles 
distant,  and  Bathurst  Land  showing  to  the  W.S.W.  and  W.  by  S.  The  route 
to-day  took  us  suddenly  off  young  floe  to  a  very  ancient  one,  the  line  of  se- 
paration running  nearly  west,  and  embracing  within  the  young  ice  a  small 
island  (Seymour).  Heavy  snow  lay  in  the  hollows  formed  by  the  summer 
thaws,  and  struggling  through  it  or  over  the  surface  of  the  slippery  knolls 
of  ice,  the  labour  to  our  gallant  crews  was  most  toilsome. 

Captain  Richards  and  Mr.  Herbert  followed  the  western  coast  for  a  con-  Coasting  down  the  west  side  of 
siderable  distance,  and  joined  the  division  in  the  afternoon;  Seymour  Island  h®^®'^ 
showed  out  very  plainly,  it  had  much  ice  about  it,  but  was  very  low,  with 
one  solitary  ridge  of  stone  (a  back  bone)  showing  through  the  snow.  After 
lunch,  the  southern  point  of  Helen  Island  slowly  opened  from  the  land 
beyond  it,  showing  a  channel  of  seven  or  nine  miles  broad,  leading  between  it 
and  Bathu]'st  Land.    Veils,  spectacles,  and  shades  were  much  in  requisi- 
tion to-day ;  the  wooden  ones  supplied  to  the  men  were  by  no  means  to  be 
approved  of,  they  keep  the  eye  too  hot,  and  strain  the  vision,  vide  General 
Remarks.    I  wore  Dr.  Wm.  White  Cooper's  shades,  and  liked  them.  Many 
of  the  men  had  private  spectacles,  bought  in  England,  and  being  made  of 
plain  neutral  tinted  glass,  were  both  cheap  and  efficacious.    At  5h.  p.m. 
halted  and  encamped.    6h.  temperature.    Wind,  S.W.;  2.  b.  c.  m. 

Course  M.  G.  S.  70°  W.  8  miles.    Walked,  10  or  12  miles. 
•   Lunch  position,  3^  miles  off  the  west  and  northern  extremity  of  Heien 
Island,  Osborn  Group. 

North  extremity  visible  of  Helen  Island  -  -  N.  80°  E. 
Summit  of  Mount  Disappointment  -  -  N.  86°  E. 
Cape  Smart,  S.W.  extremity       -  -       -    S.  36°  W. 

Extremity  of  land  (Bathurst)  seen  to  westward     S.   69°  W. 

Seymour  Island,  extremes       -       -       "    "     |^n'  7°  w' 

Night  Camp. 

Mount  Disappointment       -       -        -  -    N.  8°  E. 

Cape  Smart,  extremity  -  -  -    S.  27°  W. 

Centre  of  Seymour  Island        -       -       -  -    N.  18°  E. 

Hill  to  S.W.  Mount  Wilmot        -       -  -    S.  53°  W. 

Note.' — The  above  bearings  are  all  true,  the  variation  allowed  upon  the 
compass  bearings  being  170°  W. 

Thursday,  April  ^Ist. — 6h.  30m.  a.m.,  temperature  in  sun,  -f  25°,  and 
shade— 12°.    Wind,  N.  ;  1.  b.  c.  v. 

7h.  started,  steering  for  a  remarkable  hill  to  the  S.W.  by  W.,  over  a  verv 
ancient  floe,  whose  surface  might  be  best  represented  thus : 


our  road  was,  therefore,  necessarily  circuitous  and  slow.  The  day  was,  how-  ofFthe  south-west  bluff,  Cape 

ever,  fine,  indeed  the  first  one  since  leaving  the  ship,  and  the  glorious  sun  ^^f^'  ^t^e^Dg  for  Cape  ror- 

poured  down  his  rays  upon  us  most  cheerily.    Snow  blindness  had  of  course 

to  be  feared,  but  we  were  forearmed,  and  every  care  was  taken  by  all  to 

avert  that  malady ;  whilst  mutual  congratulations  passed  at  noon  when  we 

saw  the  snow  melting  freely  upon  black  surfaces,  and  the  heat  of  the  sun 

drawing  up  a  column  of  vapour  from  our  saturated  buffalo  robes. 

Obtained  a  meridian  altitude  for  latitude,  and  found  it  cold  work  handling 
metal.    We  already  contrive  to  eat  our  allowance  of  food,  and,  like  "  Oliver," 
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Lioutonant,  OsI)nrn's     wisli  fbr  morc.    Two  low  islcts  wcre  (liHcovercd  lyin^  off' the  flouth-west 
JournaUH^iJ.        l)]uir((jape  Smiirt). 

During'  our  aftcrnooo  marcli,  the  coast  to  the  S.IC.  within  the  islands 
showed  itself*  to  be  deeply  indented  with  ^alf's  and  bays,  and  gives  large 
pi'oniise  of  an  extensive  coast  line,  thai  will  re(|uire  search  as  we  advance. 
At  present  the  ol)jeet  is  westing,  in  ordei-  that  the  caches  may  Ije  laid  down 
at  a  proper  distance  for  (Japtain  Jliehards  to  advance  well  towards  the  un- 
known region  beyond  Melville  Island;  all  shf)rtof  that  I  deem  of  secondary 
importance,  so  far  as  Franklin  is  concerned. 

5h.  10m.  halted,  encamped  ;  the  weather  threatening.  6h.  temperature 
+  6°.  Wind,  S.W.;  1 .  b.  c.  v.  Course  M.  G.  S.  5(f  W.  miles.  Walked, 
lO  miles. 

Land  was  seen  to  day  considerably  to  the  westward  of  where  we  are 
steering ;  but  it  is  desirable  to  reach  the  main  land  as  soon  as  possible  to 
establish  the  second  cache,  and  allow  the  "  J^ady  Franklin,"  Dr.  1).  Lyall,  to 
return  and  support  the  N.E.  division  of  search. 
Noon,  observed  meridian  altitude. 

§  50°.  13'.  40".  Art.  Hor.  Index  error  1'  15'  sub. 

i>  N.  9°  W.Var.  ijl.  W. 
Observations  at  night  camp  : 
S.  50°  W.  and  .3  miles  from  noon  position. 
Cape  Smart,  Helen  Island,  S.  36°  E. 
N.  extremity  of  Helen  Island  N.  70°  E. 
Cape  Fortune,  or  Clarke,  S.  53°  W. 

Friday,  April  22d. — 5h.  a.m.  temperature,  shade,  +  10°.  Wind  N.E.;  l.b.c. 

6h.  25m.  started  ;  sledges  under  sail,  and  the  land  ahead  so  clearly  defined 
as  to  lead  many  to  believe  we  should  reach  it  to-day. 

The  effect  of  the  sun  yesterday  upon  the  snow  has  by  no  means  im- 
proved the  travelling.  The  outer  surface  of  the  snow  has  formed  a  thin 
crust  of  frozen  ice  and  snow,  which  bears  the  weight  for  a  minute,  and  then 
breaks  through,  causing  a  constant  series  of  shocks  to  the  knees  and  ankle- 
joints,  most  wearying  in  its  effect.  The  floe  is  truly  execrable,  and  has  not 
moved  I  should  say  for  many  years  ;  so  summer  worn  is  its  surface.  The 
sledges  immerse  themselves  the  whole  depth  of  tlie  runner,  and  require  to 
be  constantly  hauled  out  with  a  "  One !  two ! !  three ! ! !  haul !"  The  larger  sledges 
showed  that  they  were  suffering  from  the  same  defects  as  the  smaller  ones 
had  done,  weakness  in  the  wooden  runner  and  stanchions.  The  "  Success" 
and  "  Lady  Franklin"  had  many  of  the  rivet  heads  broken  off  the  metal 
runners,  and  the  two  separating,  caused  the  snow  to  be  introduced,  and  then 
an  irregular  instead  of  a  smooth  surface  greatly  increased  the  labour  of 


(Jape  Smart,  R.  5(;°T;.  8  or  in, 
tra,ction.  The  "  Success"  had  to  halt  and  re-lash  .;  but  rejoined  company 
with  creditable  smai  tncss.  51i.  20m.  halted  and  encamped,  after  a  long  and 
severe  march.  P(>ople  much  done  up,  and  a  few  conijjlaim'ng  of  soreness  in 
the  eyes.  Of  the  two  evils,  frostbites  or  snow  blindness,  there  was,  how- 
ever," l)ut  one  opinion  amongst  all  of  the  ofHcers  nnd  men ;  the  latter  was 
fai'  to  be  prel'crred  uj)on  inoi-e  than  one  ground. 

7h.  temperature,  -hl^".  shade.    Wind,  W.N.W. ;  2.  b.  c.  v. 


Course  M.G.  S.  50°  W.  9  miles.    Walked,  12  miles. 

Observed  from  noon  position,  4:\  miles.    S.  50°  W.  of  last  camp. 
vSteep  cliff,  Helen  Island      -       S.  55°  E. 
Low  islet  off  Cape  Rob.  Smart     S.  50°  30'  E. 
Point  Ware  (Doubt)    -       -       S.  34°  20' E. 

Night  camp,  '9  miles  S.  51°  W.  of  position,  April  21st,  1853. 
Cape  on  Robert  Smart         -       -       -       S.  85°  E. 
Point  Ware  -       -       -       -  -       S.  47°  E. 

The  steep  cliff,  Helen  Island  -  -  S.  69°  E. 
Cape  Clarke,  extremity        -       -       -       S.  52°  W. 

Saturday,  April  2'dd.  —  oh.  30m.  a.m.;  temperature  in  shade  +  3°. 
Wind,  N.W. ;  2.  o.  c.  m.    7h.  15m.  started,  marching  to  the  S.W. 

A  north-west  wind  and  cloudy  sky  are  rarities  in  these  regions,  especially 
when  accompanied  by  a  rising  temperature.  I  believe  that  aloft  it  would 
be  a  true  S.W.  wind,  and  has  its  direction  turned  by  the  neighbouring 
land. 

Cape  Flyaway,  as  the  men  now  call  the  hill  ahead,  appears  nearly  as  far 
off  as  ever  ;  two  days  ago  some  of  the  novices  in  Arctic  travelling  thought 
they  would  reach  it  by  camping  time,  and  called  it  1 1,  when  it  was  full  30, 

miles  off.    The  breeze  fast  freshening  into  a  double  reefed  breeze,  with  Marching  for  Cape  Fortune  (or 
much  snow  and  drift.    Our  sledges  under  sail,  booming  along  like  primitive  ^'^*^)- 
rigged  boats,  in  a  seething  sea.    Officers  and  men  smothered  in  drift.  All 
white  but  their  faces,  which  resembled,  as  it  was  graphically  described,  "  a 
soldier's  jacket  hanging  over  Dover  Cliffs." 

Lieutenant  May  and  myself  repeatedly  timed  the  sledges  over  measured 
distances,  and  the  mean  of  our  notes  was,  that  in  every  20  minutes  they 
went  over  1,500  paces;  reducing  this  to  yards,  and  allowing  a  quarter  of  an 
hour  for  rest  and  loss  in  each  hour,  we  made  on  a  rough  calculation  that 
we  were  travelling  at  the  rate  of  1^  miles  per  hour. 

Of  course,  I  need  not  say  that  the  wind  was  almost  favourable,  the  men 
doing  their  utmost,  and  the  officers  attending  at  the  sledges,  and  aiding  in 
every  possible  manner. 

At  5h.  P.M.  encamped. 

6h.  temperature,  +  3^°.   Wind,  N.W. ;  5.  o.  c.  v. 
Course  M.  G.  S.  50°  W.  9  miles.  W^alked,  11  miles. 

Bearings  from  night  camp. 
Cape  Clarke,  Bathurst  Land  -  -       S.  50°  W. 

Ext.  of  land  seen  to  the  westward     -  -       N.  84°  W. 


Lieutenant  Osborn's 
Journal,  1853. 


Sunday,  April  24:th. — 6h.  a.m.  temperature,  +  1".  Wind,  N.W.;  5.  o. 
drifting-  snow.  7h.  started  under  sail ;  breeze  freshening  and  drift 
increasing.  Sails  on  sledges  braced  sharp  up.  People  suffering  a  good 
deal  from  the  effects  of  the  weather,  but  dragging  most  zealously  ;  unable 
to  see  20  yards  ahead. 

llh.  30m.  halted  and  lunched  under  the  lee  of  our  sledges  ;  smothered 
in  snow  drift ;  found  snoAV  and  fat  bacon  an  odd  mixture,  for  of  course  the 
mouth  could  not  be  opened  to  introduce  the  one  without  being  filled  with 
the  other. 

Captain  Richards  obsei'ved  a  meridian  altitude,  having  men  to  wipe  the 
glass  of  the  artificial  horizon  at  the  time  of  observation  ;  with  my  instrument 
that  was  impossible,  another  proof  of  its  inutility  for  Arctic  travelhng. 

3h.  30m.  Much  to  our  satisfaction  a  ridge  of  piled  up  ice  was  met,  and  ^|^^^^  "^^p^ 
crossing  it,  we  found  ourselves  at  the  base  of  the  cliif,  then  named  Cape       ^ ' 
Fortune.    Captain  Richards  chose  a  spot  for  the  cache,  and  the  division 
encamped  around  it. 

Employed  for  a  couple  of  hours  receiving  supplies  from  "  Lady  Franklin" 
to  complete  provisions  upon  our  sledges,  and  to  form  a  six-day  cache  for  all 
returning  sledges.  {Note. — The  "  Reliance  "  depots  were  forgotten  by 
sledges  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  consequently  17  days  food  has  been  on  the  whole 
lessened  from  our  resources. )  One  or  two  men  in  the  division  a  little  eye 
and  leg  sore,  but  no  one  inefficient,  except  George  Harris,  A.B.,  "  Pioneer," 
who  complains  of  cramps  in  the  stomach,  and  evidently  disagrees  with 
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Lieutenant  Osborn'H     thc  notion  that  travelling  calls  for  no  extraordinary  exertion  upon  their 
Journal,  1853.         part.    Harris  is  going  hack  i'roni  "  Reliance,"  and  .James  Marshall,  a  ci- 
(levant  "Pioneer,"  remains  instead.    The  night  came  in  very  cold,  and  our 
felt  robe  appeared  a  poor  substitute  \hv  the  fur  ones,  which  should  have 
been  brought  from  I'jngland. 

8h.  P.M.  temperature  10".    Wind,  N.V/. ;  .5.  ().  c.  m.  z. 
Course  M.G.    S. -46".  W.  6 miles.    8  miles  walked. 

Noon,  meridian  altitude,      52"  38';  art.  hor.  index  error;  o — . 


Pirst  march  to  the  westward 
from  Cape  Fortune. 


<';ipe  Fortune,  S.  05°  \\\  4'.'j 

Moiukiy,  April  2bf]i.- — 6h.  a.m.  Temperature  6".  N.W.  ;  4.  c.  m. 
Traces  being  seen  about  the  tents  of  deer  and  hares  in  considerable 
numbers,  a  party  started  in  quest  of  them  mider  Lieutenant  May.  The 
rest  of  the  division  proceeded  to  bury  the  cache  and  secm-e  it,  a  work  of 
some  difficulty,  as  there  were  no  stones,  and  the  land  consisted  of  a  fine 
sandy  soil  or  light  loam,  frozen  as  hard  as  flint  during  the  past  winter. 
Around  the  cache  there  was  a  good  deal  of  vegetation,  and  an  entire 
absence  of  that  dreadfully  barren  limestone  which  the  Arctic  navigator  learns 
so  heartily  to  abhor. 

At  8h.  30m.  a.m.  Dr.  Lyall's  sledge,  the  "Lady  Franklin,"  started  home- 
ward amongst  our  hearty  cheers.  Dr.  Lyall,  we  believe,  will  form  one  of 
the  supports  to  the  N.E.  expedition  of  sledges. 

Noon.- — Observed  meridian  altitude,  having  got  sights  for  longitude  at 
8  A.M.  Lieutenant  May  returned ;  he  shot  a  hare  and  saw  several  rein- 
deer ;  they  were  very  wild. 

12h.  30m.  Proceeded  to  the  westward  against  a  strong  breeze,  and 
thick  misty  weather  w^ith  slight  fall  of  snow.  Coast  line  very  low,  with  the 
hills  of  the  back  land  obscured.  The  floe  very  old  and  the  ice  very  heavy  ; 
the  men  appear  rather  weak  and  distressed  from  the  late  heavy  travelling. 

Temperature  —4°.  Wind  W.N.W.  ;  3.  b.  c.  m. 

Course  M.  G.    N.  45°  W.  4  miles.    Marched  6  miles. 

For  further  observations  at  the  place,  vide  June  3d,  1853. 


At  9h.  A.M.  App.  Time  Chron.  g  Alt.  Mercury  Art.  Hor. 

h.    m.    s.  o      /  // 

2  54  51  -  -  -  -  42  12  30 
2  55  53       -  -  -    43  17  0 

2  57  45    -       -         -       -    43  25  30 


Reach  Mount  Solitary. 


Noon.—    N.  1  30  W.  to 
N.  2_20  E. 

3  50  =  N.  1°  25'  E.  variation  =  178°  35'  E. 

Tuesday,  April  2&h.—Q\\.  30m.  a.m.  Temperature  -  5°,  Wind  N.W.; 
3.  o.  c.  m.  7h.  started;  a  most  disagreeable  forenoon,  with  a  fast  increasing 
gale  and  snow  drift  in  our  teeth.  Between  the  squalls  a  point  showed  out 
nearly  N.  by  W.  of  us,  showing  we  had  been  traversing  the  bight  of  a  fish- 
hook shaped  bay,  Irom  which  we  named  it  temporarily  "  Fish-hook  Bay." 
Lunched  under  adverse  circumstances,  I  wish  Turner  could  have  painted 
such  a  picture  of  the  effec-ts  of  wind,  drift,  and  cold,  with  a  beautiful  mock 
sun  liuniting  lis  with  gay  and  warm  colours. 

We  had  lo-day  a  j)ainiid  proof  of  the  danger  of  people  going  away  from 
their  party  in  chase  of  game.  Lieutenant  May  left  us  to  follow  along  the 
upfx  r  sloj)cs  oi'  the  adjacent  land ;  the  sudden  increase  of  the  gale  shut  us 
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out  from  his  view,  and  at  the  same  time  a  fine  herd  of  deer  came  in  sight; 
he  followed  them,  lost  them,  and  saw  another  herd ;  still  following,  and 
trusting  to  securing  his  return  by  some  recognized  marks,  it  was  not  until  he 
found  himself  tired,  Avithout  a  prospect  of  procuring  any  addition  to  the 
rations  of  his  party,  that  he  discovered  his  route  to  be  a  wrong  one,  and  we 
became  alarmed  at  his  lengthened  absence.  The  temperature  continued 
to  fall,  and  the  gale  abated  nothing.  The  sledges  encamped,  and  after 
pemmican  Captain  Richards  and  Mr.  Herbert  left  with  two  light  sledges 
to  seek  him.  The  weather  gradually  clearing  up,  and  most  happily  so, 
for  after  a  time  they  met  Lieutenant  May,  who  was  much  exhausted,  and 
returned  with  him  to  the  camp  late  in  the  evening.  As  many  as  thirty 
deer  had  been  seen  in  all  by  Mr.  May. 

8h.  PM.  Temperature  -5°.    W.N.W. ;  6.  b.  c.  drift. 

Wednesday,  April  27 tli. — 7h.  Temperature  zero.    Wind  N.W. ;  b.c.m.  Pass  Mount  Eichaids,  or  "  the 
drift.     Started  rounding  a  point,  which  is  remarkable  as  being  at  the 
base  of  the  last  isolated  hill,  on  the  northern  coast  of  Bathurst  Land ;  it 
was  appropriately  named  by  Captain  Richards  ''  Mount  Solitary,"  and  such  »' 
it  truly  is,  with  its  time-worn  crags  and  buttresses  of  sandstone. 

Not  being  a  surveyor  myself,  yet  well  aware  of  the  surveyor's  mania  for 
scaling  every  accessible  height,  and  revelling  in  angles,  with  his  second  self, 
a  theodolite,  1  could  but  admire  the  self-denial  of  our  kind  and  considerate 
leader  in  not  doing  so,  nor  should  I  be  giving  him  due  credit  for  his  for- 
bearance did  I  not  here  note  that,  but  for  such  forbearance,  and  but  for  his 
keeping  constantly  in  view  the  object  of  his  mission  to  these  seas,  the 
search  for  Franklin,  we  should  never  have  made  much  progress,  although 
he  might  individually  have  gained  much  credit  for  a  beautifully  finished 
chart,  trigonometrically  laid  down.  From  Solitary  Mount  the  land  is  very 
low,  rising  to  perhaps  i50  feet  elevation  at  a  distance  of  1  to  2  miles  from 
the  beach. 

Vegetation  increasing,  though  as  yet  it  exhibits  no  sign  of  vitality. 
Deer,  hare,  and  marmot  tracks,  numerous  and  recent.  Observed  an  island 
lying  off  shore  to  the  N.N.W.,  and  a  small  harbour  filled  with  ice  of  a 
very  ancient  appearance.  The  floe  to  the  westward  appears  to  be  broken 
up  by  pressure,  and  we  anticipate  a  speedy  release  from  the  old  floes  with 
their  deep  snow  and  high  knolls.  To-morrow  we  trust  to  open  Byam 
Martin  Channel,  if  the  direction  given  by  Lieutenant  Aldrich  is  anywhere 
near  the  mark,  which  I  confidently  believe  it  is.    4h.  15m.,  encamped. 

6h.  Temperature  +4^    Wind  N.W.    2.  b.  c.  v. 
Course  M.  G.    N.  45°  W.    7  miles. 

At  9h.  30m.  A.M.  app.  time,  at  base  of  Mount  Richards,  and  9  miles 
N.  38°  W.  of  No.  2  cache. 

Observed  summit  of  Cape  Clarke        -  -    S.  38°  E. 

Cent,  summit  of  Cape  Robt.  Smart        -        -    N.  81°  E. 
Extreme  land  seen  to  the  westward  -       -       -    N.  34°  W. 
At  2h.  35m.  p.m.  on  the  f  Cairn  over  No.  2  cache     -    S.  61°  40°  E. 
Nipple,  13  miles  N.  <j  Extremes  of^a  new  island  IN.   4°  E. 
60  W.  of  No.  2  cache  [called  since  Patterson  Island/ N.  15°  W. 
Extreme  land  seen  to  the  westward       -  -  -    N.  31°  W. 

Thursday,  April  28fh. — Temperature  5°.  Wind  N.W. ;  3.  b.  c.  v.  Rounding  the  n.e.  point  of 
Started  across  the  land  ice  on  which  we  had  slept,  and  crossed  rather  ^iieTpokr  strait!'*^' '^"^ 
rough  and  packed  ice  at  the  entrance  of  a  harbour.  The  land  from  the 
far  side  trending  more  westerly,  we  are  evidently  approaching  the  land's 
end,  and  the  question  of  a  Byam  Martin  Channel  will  soon  be  decided. 
1  Ih.  40m.,  halted,  lunched,  and  obtained  a  meridian  altitude.  I  abused 
Messrs.  Watkins  and  Hill  for  their  artificial  horizon,  which,  under  the  most 
favourable  circumstances,  I  can  safely  say,  should  not  be  trusted  within 
three  or  four  minutes  in  altitude. 

We  had  boiled  pork  (instead  of  the  dreadfully  fat  bacon  hitherto  sup- 
plied) for  lunch  to-day,  and  it  was  generally  declared  to  be  far  preferable 
to  the  gross  bacon  hitherto  issued. 

At  Ih.  25m.  P.M.  from  a  pile  of  hummocks,  which  Captain  Richards 
and  myself  had  ascended,  we  first  saw,  to  our  no  small  delight,  the  land 
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Eeach  Byam  Martin  Channel 
and  sight  Melville  Island. 

Encamp  to  form  the  third 
cache  at  Cape  Success. 


turning  to  the  southward,  and  t))c,  Hoc  ahead  comparatively  wnooth  and 

about  20  miles 


promising. 
Saw  the  Ne 


distant,  antl  covcrmg 


Island  seen  yesterday,  bearing  N.N.E. 
10"  of  the  liori/on. 
Find  the  land  improving  as  we  go  westward;  everywhere  where  the 
snow  has  been  blown  off' the  ground  is  rich  in  lichen,  saxifrage,  mosH,  and 
coarse  yrass  ;  animal  traces,  likewise,  very  abundant. 


4h.  4r)m.  Encamped. 
6h.  Temp(-rature  .5°.    Wind  W.  l)v  S.;  1 
Course  M.  G.    N.  42°  W.  5  miles" 

8.  82°  W.  ;5  miles  -J 


h.  c.  m.  g. 

lotal 


At  noon,  Cape  Clarke 


Bearings  observed. 


At  Ih.  25m.  P.M.  2  miles  N. 
.51°  W.  of  noon  position  - 


Ext.  land  of  Bathurst^ 
to  the  westward  -J 
Cent,    of  Patterson 


8  miles. 

S.  4,5°  E.  true. 
S.  8.3°  W. 


Island 

The  position  of  night  camp  from  noon  position 
eminence  100  feet  high  and  1 


W. 


From  an 
observed . 


/N.  51°  W.2  miles. 
■  1^  S.  8.3°  W.2  miles. 

mile  due  S.  of  camp  flag, 


Next  morning  at  same 


place  observed  ihe-i 
latter  a  second  time. 


Extremities  of  Patterson  Island 

30  to  35 


N. 
N. 


5°  W. 
3^  E. 


N.  21° 

N.  37° 
1'  30". 


W 

w 


Distant  land,  proba})ly 

miles  distant         -         -  -J 
Do.  do. 

Noon.  Mer.  Alt.  Art.  Horizon,  g  54°  48'  30".    Ind.  error 

On  comparing  my  observed  altitude  with  that  of  one  in  the  quicksilver 
artificial  horizon,  I  found  an  error  to-day  of  9  miles  in  the  observed  altitude. 

Friday,  April  2^th. — .5h.  Temperature  -  5°.  Wind  N.N.W. ;  2.  b.  c.  m. 

6h.  45m.  started.  The  coast  trending  more  and  more  southerly  in  a 
series  of  shallow  bays  of  great  uniformity,  the  floe  becoming  more  smooth ; 
I  think  it  is  of  only  last  season's  formation,  and  the  sastrugi  or  snow  ridges 
turning  gradually  in  a  north  and  south  direction,  instead  of  east  and  west, 
as  they  have  been  since  leaving  Cape  Fortune.  At  8h.  30m.  I  ascended 
the  highest  part  of  th  •.  neighbouring  land ;  it  consisted  of  a  series  of 
terraces  or  natural  be  hes,  rising  gradually  one  above  the  other  until, 
at  a  distance  of  1^  or  2  miles  from  the  sea-shore,  I  stood  upon  an  eleva- 
tion of  perhaps  200  feet,  not  more.  Landward  to  the  S.E.  a  comparatively 
undulating  country  extended,  intersected  in  all  directions  by  watercourses, 
and  here  and  there  small  cliffs  of  the  reddish-brown  sandstone  protruded 
and  gave  a  character  to  the  scene  of  frost  and  snow,  for  as  yet  the  sun  had 
done  no  more  than  begun  to  turn  the  snow  from  its  pristine  whiteness  to  a 
faint  straM"  colour,  and  that  only  in  places.  Awaj^  to  the  N.  W.  spread  a 
floe, — 'and  whither?  naturally  arose  to  my  mind.    New  Island  was  plainly 


An  Island,  seen  April  29th,  18.53. 

disccrnable  ;  in  outline  and  colouring  it  resembled  much  the  lands  seen  by 
us  in  the  autmnn  of  1852,  and  I  doubt  not  forms  a  portion  of  the  same 
archipelago  of  islets  strewed  over  the  Polar  Sea.  About  30  miles  to  the 
N.W.  (  or  more)  I  distinctly  saw  land  looming;  it  appeared  extensive, 
and  I  took  the  beai-iiigs  of  two  remarkable  parts  of  it,  and  not  the  extremes. 
All  hands  in  great  spirits.  We  have  undoubtedly  reached  the  Byam  Martin 
Chiinncl. 

At  4  I'.M.  the  coast  took  a,  due  south  line,  and  away  to  the  S.W.  we  saw 
for  the  first  time  the  distant  shores  of  Melville  hlond,  40  miles  distant,  and 
the  head  oC  l  lie  cliiumel  is  fully  tluit  wide.    So  much  for  a  barrier  of  land. 

At  5]i.  '15m.  we  reached  the  foot  of  a,  hill,  and  being  as  near  the  position 
of  the  rendezvous  as  natui  c  had  been  pleased  to  place  land,  Captain  Richards 
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decided  upon  placing  upon  it  the  despatches,  &c.,  for  Captain  Kellett  and 
the  Admiralty,  Avhich  we  had  brought  from  Sir  E.  Belcher.  Halted  and 
encamped. 

7h.  Temperature  +  7°.   Wind  N. ;  3.  q.  b.  c.  m. 

Courses  M.  G.     S.  68°  W.  2°   +  S.   45°  W.   5° ;   +  S.  U-  miles. 
Total,  8^  miles. 

Saturday,  April  SOih. — Whether  it  was  the  excitement  arising  from  Establish  the  rendezvous  on 
our  great  success  hitherto,  or  the  sight  of  Byam  Martin  Channel,  or  that  J^p^  Success,  and  start  south- 
of  Melville  Island,  I  know  not,  but  all  hands  were  talking,  arranging  pro- 


visions. 


and 


stowing. 


III' 


1/^ 


sledges,  until  long  after  the  middle  of  last  night. 

The  sledges,  three  in  number,  to  advance, 
completed  their  provisions  and  deposited  in 
cache,  14  days,  for  l6  men. 

6  A.M.  Temperature  —3°.    Wind  N. ;  1. 
b.  c.  m. 

"  The  winter  is  gone,  Sir,"  was  the  very 
natural  exclamation  of  Joseph  Organ  this 
morning,  for  he  knew  well  that  when  the 
temperature  remained  up,  with  a  northerly 
wind  and  a  clear  sky,  all  fear  for  a  return  of 
winter  at  this  season  of  the  year  was  past ; 
and  naturally  hearty  were  the  congratula- 
tions of  the  men  at  having  escaped  from  all 
the  risk  of  so  early  a  march  as  we  had  made 
without  a  single  frost-bite  or  a  single  accident 
of  any  description  amongst  so  large  a  body 
of  men.  Apart  from  becoming  gratitude  to 
Almighty  God  for  his  kind  providence,  [ 
could  not  but  feel  that  we  all  had  reason  to 
thank  Captain  Richards  for  his  judicious 
regard  for  the  health  and  comfort  of  the 
men,  and  that  he  had  imposed  no  duties- 
upon  them  beyond  those  natural  to  the 
severe  service  upon  which  we  were  em- 
ployed. 

7h.  Burying  the  cache  ;  Lieutenant  May 
with    a   party  upon  the  hill  erecting  a 
cairn  and  placing  the  despatches  in  cache 
it.    Mr.  Herbert,  with  the  "  Success," 
f  started  to  the  N.E.  returning  direct  to  the 
ship,  where  we  hope  he  will  reach  by  the 
14th  May,  and  be  able  to  aid  in  a  boat 
expedition  northward,  via  North  Cornwall. 
Captain    Richards   and    myself  obtained 
sights   for  longitude   and  variation,  the 
sledges  moving  on  southward.    Some  deer 
in  sight  upon  the  adjacent  hills  induced  me 
to  start  after  them  ;  the  walk  proved  fruit- 
less, although  I  saw"  in  the  distance  as  many 
as  a  dozen  head  of  them  feeding  upon  a 
plain.   Lieutenant  May  reports  to-day  both 
hare  and  ptarmigan.    Beyond  Cape  Success 
a  fine  bay  sweeps  round  for  20  miles,  and 
forms  another  headland  nearly  due  south  of 
it,  which  we  suppose  to  be  Cape  Aldrich,  as 
our  latitude  is  only  20  miles  north  of  this 
position.    Found  the  snow  very  deep,  and 
having  to-day  completed  the  weights  on 
our  sledges  to  200  lbs.  a  man,  the  labour  is 
great,  and  progress  not  very  rapid.  The 
march  to-day  was  over  ice  of  one  year's  for- 
mation intermixed  with  old  patches  and 
pieces  of  very  heavy  grounded  ice  which 
C  c 


IB 

a,  near 
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had  been  floated  out  ol' the  adjacent  ravinen.  Tlie  coast  line,  I  Kuspect,  is 
shoal  IVoin  the  tuine(l-ti|)  cd^c;  oF  tlic  floes,  but  vvc  have  neither  time  nor 
inclination  to  cni[)loy  peoj)l(^  in  boring  and  soiuiding.  i''itz-Jarnes's  niottf)  is 
ours,  "  Go  ahead  as  long  as  you  can,  and  then  rest  to  go  ahead  next  day." 

4h.  45ni.  encamped  iK;ar  an  old  floe  piece,  which  reared  itself  about 
40  feet  above  the  Hoe  we  wei-e  upon. 

6h.  Temperature  +10";  wind  North  1";  b.  c.  m. 
Course  M.  G.  5.'  miles  S.  ;  10"  W.    Walked  8  miles. 
Sights  for  longitude  8h.  45m.  a.m.,  Rendc/^vous  Hill. 

O 


Marching  down  east  shore  of 
Byam  Martin  Channel  towards 
Cape  Aldrich. 


Crossing  Uyarri  Martin  Chan- 
nel, or  tli(;  I'olar  Strait,  to 
Melville  Island. 


A. 


Cliron. 
/  // 


18 
19 
19 


52 
20 
43-5 


Ait.  ^ 

47  51  20 
47  .52  :50 
47  .54  0 


by 


acc. 


-  49 

-  49 
105" 


:^o  30 

51  .30 


W.  ;  temp.  +3°;  index 


3  35  58-5 
Single  for  var.  -  3  39  53 
Lat.  obs.  76°  33'  N.  ;  long, 
error  1°  15'  sub. ;  </>  N.  37°  W. 

On  the  6th  April  1853,  the  chronometer  was  fast  on  ship  mean  time 
5h.  50m.  44°  6s.  Northumberland  Sound. 

Lat.  76°  52'  N.  ;  long.  97°  0'  W. ;  daily  rate  -4°  72s.  gaining. 
By  the  A.  sights  and  original  error  and  rate,  carried  on  the  long.,  was 
104°  13'  30"  W.,  or  10  miles  in  error. 

Sunday,  May  IsL — ^6h.  a.m.  Temperature  —  3i°.  Wind,  N. ; 
l.b.c.  m.  Melville  Island  looming  to  the  South-west.  7h.  Started,  steer- 
ing southward,  so  as  to  complete  and  connect  our  track  with  that  of 
Lieutenant  Aldrich  and  Dr.  Bradford  in  1851.  The  day  and  the  temperature 
is  just  such  an  one  as  is  best  adapted  for  Arctic  travelling,  the  only  but 
great  impediment  to  our  progress  being  the  great  accumulation  of  snow 
upon  the  floe,  and  the  ruggedness  of  its  surface,  occasioned  by  the  snow 
ridges,  llh.  45m.  Halted  and  lunched.  Obtained  a  meridian  altitude. 
A  dense  bank  of  clouds  rising  in  the  southern  horizon  portended  a  close  to 
our  clear  skies  and  fine  weather  ;  we  regretted  not  having  been  able  to  cross 
the  channel  before  fogs  came  on  to  add  to  our  difficulties,  but  congratulated 
ourselves  on  having,  at  any  rate,  got  a  true  bearing,  which  would  enable  the 
boat  to  be  placed  at  the  N.W.  extreme  of  Byam  Martin  Channel,  in  a  con- 
venient position  for  ferrying  Captain  Richards  across,  should  the  channel 
break  up  before  his  return  from  the  far  west. 

The  ice  to-day  was  of  a  questionable  age,  and  old  and  young  floe  appeared 
to  have  intermixed,  and  become  deeply  covered  with  snow. 
6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  10°.    Calm,  o.  m. 
Course,  M.  G.  South  6°.    Walked  10  miles. 
Noon.-  Obs. 
horizon  14'  sub 

Obs.  alt.  I  57°  20'. 

Bearing  </>  N.  10  E.  =  170°  Easterly  var. 

Bearing  by  compass  of  extreme  land  to  South,  North  -  S.  10°  E.  true. 
Ditto  of  Cape  Success,  S.  12°  30'  W.  =  N.  2°  30'  E.  5h  miles. 

jWofu/m/,  Mai)  2r/.— 6h.  Temperature  +  6°.  Wind  S.  S.  W.  ;  2.  o.  c.  m. 
7h.  Started  across  channel,  so  as  to  strike  the  land  where  last  seen.  The 
weather  extremely  hazy,  with  a  strong  glare  from  the  sun. 

On  our  present  course  we  shall  strike  Melville  Island  south  of  where 
Dr.  liradlbrd  has  placed  his  cairn,  and  thence  proceed  towards  Hecla  and 
Fury  Gull".  Our  prayer  is,  of  course,  for  a  straight  coast,  leading  as  due 
West  as  ])ossible,  for  going  idtcrnately  South  and  then  West  and  then  North, 
gives  us  a  great  deal  of  ground  to  go  over  without  carrying  us  into  that 
North-west  ground  beyond  Melvilk;  Island,  which  it  is  our  hope  to  see 
sciU'ched  this  sciisoii. 

Noon. —  IA)g  increasing.  'I'hc  Sun  obsei'ved,  but  a  strong  glare  very 
painful  1()  I  he  eyes  ;  most  of  us  sufrering  from  tenderness  of  tli 


mer. 


alt. 


glass 


art.  horizon.    Index  error  0.    Error  of 


e  Sight,  but 
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no  direct  case  of  snow  blindness.    We  shall  change  to  travelling  at  night,  as     Lieutenant  Osbom's 

soon  as  an  opportunity  offers  to  do  it  without  loss  of  time,  or  unnecessary        Journal,  1853. 

labour  to  the  crews.    A  dreary,  heavy  road  to-day.    No  land  in  sight,  and 

a  dense  grey  mist,  colouring  sky  or  floe  of  the  same  murky  hue.  Great 

difficulty   in   preserving  a  straight  course;   indeed,  in  spite  of  every 

care,  we  constantly  found  ourselves  3  or  4  points  out  in  our  course. 

4h.  .30m.  Halted  and  encamped. 

6h.  P.M.   Temperature  +  10°.    Wind  S.W.  ;  3.  o.  g.  m. 

Course,  M.  G.  6i  miles  S.  45°  W.    Walked  9^  miles.    9h.  30m.  Melville 
Island  seen  bearing  S.  45°  W. 


Bearings  from  Camp. 


Trae. 


Cape  Success -Cairn  ?         -  -  N.   23"  E.  15' 

Cape  Aldrich    -         -  -        -  N.  155°  E.  25' 

North  extreme  of  May-day  Harbour  -  N.   89°  E.  10' 

South  extreme  of      do.        do.      -  N.  125°  E.  T  to  9' 
Extreme   land    of  eastern    shore  ]^  ^ 
seen  yesterday       -          "       ■  J 

Tuesday,  May  ?>d—bh.  a.m.  Temperature  +  11|°.  Wind  S.S.W. ;  g'^^j^^^^^s^th^^^^ 
1.0.  c.  V.  6b.  Started.  The  snow  hard,  but  very  uneven,  owing  to  the 
sastrugi,  which  run  nearly  at  right  angles  to  our  course,  and  they  denote 
that  here,  as  elsewhere  in  these  regions,  the  prevailing  winter  gales  are  up 
and  down  channel,  or  North  and  South  in  this  case.  The  day  was  most 
dreary.  We  trudged  on  through  a  dull  grey  atmosphere,  over  a  dull  grey 
floe,  and  a  dull  grey  sky  above  us.  Nothing  to  divert  attention,  and 
nothing  to  cheer  us.  It  was,  in  short,  a  very  oppressive  day,  without  being 
very  warm,  the  temperature  being  some  20  degrees  below  freezing  point. 
4h.  Encamped. 

6h.  A.M.    Temperature  +  11°.    Wind  South;  1.  o.  g.  m. 

Course,  M.  G.  S.  40°  W.,  74  miles.    Walked  lOi  miles. 

Wednesday,  May  Ath.~-b\\.  a.m.  Temperature  +  44°.  Wind  S.E.  ;  SriThe^i-rar^S 
3.  o.  c.  m.  f.  6h.  30m.  Started  steering  to  the  S.W.  Weather  very  thick 
and  hazy.  The  sastrugi,  as  we  went  off  shore,  turned  slowly  to  a  N.W. 
and  S.E.  direction,  and  from  their  shape  and  size  denoted  that  a  north- 
west wind  was  the  prevalent  one  in  this  region,  Crossed  the  tracks  of  two 
small  herds  of  deer  going  across  from  Melville  Island  to  Bathurst  Land  ; 
these  are  so  far  remarkable  as  being  the  only  and  first  track  of  these  animals 
I  have  ever  seen  crossing  arms  of  the  sea  ;  of  their  migrating  I  have  always 
been  a  sceptic,  and  although  this  proof  seen  to-day  might  be  arraigned 
against  such  doubts,  I  still  adhere  to  my  opinion,  that  the  animals  of  these 
Polar  regions  do  not  migrate,  because  ? — they  cannot.  Vide  remarks  at 
conclusion. 

Noon.  —  Obtained  a  rough  latitude.  We  have  now  passed  the 
latitude  and  longitude  of  Dr.  Bradford's  cairn,  which  must  be  more  to 
the  S.W.  than  he  supposed  ;  a  fact  I  always  suspected,  as  he  did  not  see 
Bathurst  Land  from  his  last  cairn. 

4h.  40m.  Halted,  rather  disgusted  at  not  having  yet  reached  our  Canaan, 
where  we  hope  to  revel  in  venison,  game,  and  beef  steaks. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  7°.     Wind  south ;  2.  o.  g.  f. 

Course,  M.G.    S.  45°  W.  8  miles.    Walked  10  or  11  miles. 

Noon. — Obs.  mer.  alt.  Index  error  30"  sub. 

I  60°  30'. 

Bearing  </>  N.  14°  30'  E.  =  l65°  30'  easterly. 

Thursday,  May  5th, ~5h.  a.m.  Temperature +9°.  Wind  calm  and  variable.  f^'remfrfBylSS^ 
1.  o.  Jog'.  7h.  Started  in  a  dense  fog,  with  hoar  frost  depositing  itself  channel, 
plentifully  upon  our  sledges  and  clothing.  The  difficulty  of  finding  secure 
footing  was  truly  ridiculous,  and  we  rolled  and  fell  about  like  drunken  men, 
in  a  manner  that  tried  our  tempers  and  endangered  our  bones.  The  altera- 
tion in  the  regularity  of  the  sastrugi  led  me  to  believe  ourselves  approach- 
ing the  land ;  saw  several  deer  tracks  going  easterly ;  found  by  following 
the  trail  that  they  invariably  took  the  smoothest  ground. 

C  c  2 


(    2(H  ) 


Lieutenant  Os'oocn's  Nooii. — ( )l)iiiiiie(l  M,  liitJtude.  Wliil.st  woiifjcnii}^'  \v))(;l.licr  we  sliould 
Journal,  18.5;3.  e«;«r  rcacli  Melville  Ishuid,  the  fog  lifted,  and  showed  uk  the  land  n<;t  far 
distant.  At  :5h.  ;i()m.  halted,  (Japtain  UichardH  visiting  the  coaHt  to 
decide  tipon  a,  place;  for  th(;  boat  depot.  The  coast  was  not  very  promising 
in  aspect,  being  a  long  monotonous  slope  .'iOO  feet  high,  covered  with  a 
uniform  coat  of  snow.  However,  it  was  Melville  Island,  and  that  was 
something ;  and  this  was  only  the  5t}i  of  May. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  4.'/.  Wind  calm ;  fj.  e.  v.  ;  with  parsing  mists. 
Course,  M.Gf  S.  40°  W.  7 "miles.    Walked  10  miles. 

Establish  the  fourth  cache,  and      Friday,  AJau  6th. — .51).  A.M.  1'emperature  +  4".    Wind  N.W  •  li.  o.  m. 

place  a  boat  on  Melville  Islaud.  ....         u     i     i      i    i  i  i     i   x-  -       i  i      i  i 

()h.  M)m.  racked  sledges,  and  marched  tor  a  spot  whereon  it  had  been 
decided  to  establish  the  cache  carried  out  by  Lieutenant  May,  and  the 
boat  likewise.  Reached  the  place  and  discharged  loads ;  proceeded  to 
replenish  provisions  fi'om  the  "  Jvcliance"  and  secure  the  cache.  Nothing  but 
fine  sand  and  gravel.  No  traces  of  bears  have,  however,  been  recently 
seen,  and  we  can  but  hope  there  are  none.  The  crew  of  the  "  Reliance" 
retired  to  rest  preparatory  to  starting  homeward  for  the  grand  depot 
to-night.  It  was  a  source  of  some  pride  and  congratulation  with  i)oth 
Captain  Richards  and  myself  to  see  the  boat  thus  safely  deposited  upon 
the  shores  of  Melville  Island ;  it  gave  him  a  good  base  from  whence  to 
advance,  and  secured  his  retreat  across  this  fine  strait  should  it  break  up, 
as  was  probable,  before  the  end  of  June.  The  plan  of  proceedings  from  this 
point  was  somewhat  as  follows:  — The  "  Reliance"  returns,  leaving  the  "  John 
Barrow"  to  support  Captain  Richards  for  10  days  longer,  or  100  miles 
further.  By  that  time  (d.v.)  we  shall  be  pretty  close  to  He(;la  and  Fury 
Gulf,  and  if  the  coast  is  not  very  tortuous,  across  it;  thence  on  the  17th 
May  Captain  Richards  will  still  be  able  to  advance  20  days  =  200  miles, 
which  should  place  him  far  beyond  our  known  coast  of  Melville  Land. 
Talking  over  these  matters,  happy  at  our  good  fortune,  and  prognosticating 
equal  success  by  those  under  Captain  Belcher  to  the  N.E.,  we  should, 
under  any  circumstances,  have  well  done  our  work.  Captain  Richards 
likewise  decided  upon  sending  me  to  the  S,  E.  from  Cape  Lady  Franklin 
on  my  return,  so  as  to  finish  the  opposite  shores  of  Queen's  Channel.  Ob- 
tained a  meridian  altitude.  A  party  out  in  quest  of  game,  and  looking  for 
Dr.  Bradford's  cairn,  neither  of  which  were  found.  Our  position  is  about 
15  miles  south  of  his  position,  and  S.W.  of  it. 

This  east  coast  of  Melville  Island  is  very  monotonous  and  barren,  con- 
sisting of  a  gentle  slope  of  sandstone  soil,  frozen  hard,  and  deeply  covered 
with  one  uniform  sheet  of  snow.  In  my  rough  notes  for  to-day,  I  remarked 
upon  the  loss  of  flesh  and  strength  apparent  in  my  crew,  and  that  hunger 
and  craving  for  more  than  our  present  supply  of  food  was  vei}^  general. 
I  shall,  however,  reserve  those  remarks  for  a  general  series  upon  the 
subject,  to  be  introduced  at  the  end  of  this  journal. 

8h  P.M.  Lieutenant  May,  and  his  sledge  crew  the  "  Reliance,"  parted 
company  with  many  cheers;  they  return  now  to  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  and 
thence  replenish  the  Cape  Fortune  depot,  so  that  either  Captain  Richards 
or  myself  may  search  the  coast  within  the  Osborn  group. 

Noon. — Art.  G.  Hor.  Index  error  SO"  sub. 

Obs.  Mer.  Alt.  |  60°  57'  30". 
Bearing  c?>  N.  19°  E.=  l6l°  E.  var. 

Angle  from  |0  to  N.  ex.  of  high  land  about  Cape  Aldrich  110"  easterly. 
S.  ex.  of  Batluirst  Land  by  co)npass  bore  N.  71°  E.  true. 

Koach  WethcrailBay.Mehiiic      Salurdn?/,  Ma;i/  7fh- — 6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +4°.  AVind  West ;  2.  b.  c.  m. 

The  peculiar  call  of  the  ptarmigan  awoke  me  at  an  early  hour  this  morning, 
and  on  going  out  of  the  tent  several  of  them  had  been  evidently  feeding 
arovmd  tlu;  t(vnts,  and  1  saw  a,  brace.  7h.  .30ni.  I'lie  last  two  sledges  of 
the  S.  W.  division  started  to  the  W.  N.  W.,  whither  the  coast  line  lecl  for  a 
rniie  or  two.  Here  we  found  a  small  cove,  which  Avould  give  shelter  to  a 
vessel  of  light  draught;  its  direction  was  about  S.  W.,  and  then  a,  bend  to 
the  S.  Vj.  At  the  head  of  it  several  hold  cdilfs  with  fine  ravines  and  ghiciers 
were  to  be  seen.  I  ran  across,  and  partially  round  it,  sufficient  to  search  it. 
There  were  traces  of  ft  fresh  animal  to  us — I  presume  the  musk  ox,  and 
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marmots  were  very  nmnerous  ;  ran  one  down  and  brought  him  down  to  the 
party.    Dwarf  willow  in  considerable  quantities  was  here  to  be  seen. 

Noon.  Lunched ;  the  coast  trending  due  'svest  for  a  point  on  the  west 
side  of  a  shallow  buy,  4  miles  wide  at  this  point,  which  we  reached  about 
3h.  P.M. ;  a  pile  of  ice  forced  up  by  the  pressure  of  some  former  season, 
showed  that  there  was  vitality  in  the  floes  of  this  neighbourhood.  The 
pile,  which  was  named  the  Saddle,  from  its  form,  could  not  have  been  less 
than  60  feet  high ;  from  its  summit  we  could  see  a  fine  extent  of  coast 
line  sweeping  aw^ay  to  the  westward,  with  several  indentations,  its  out- 
line varied  with  remarkable  chffs  and  picturesque  hills.  Oh  !  how  we 
longed  to  be  going  10  miles  an  hour,  instead  of  per  day,  over  the 
ground.  They  who  want  a  lesson  in  patience  should  try  Arctic  sledge 
travelling.  Many  tracks  of  deer  going  off  to  the  N.  E.  were  seen  by  us 
in  our  p.m.  walk.  I  presume  the}'  were  migrating  to  Bathurst  Land.  Our 
camping  place  was  near  a  point  rich  in  vegetation  and  fossil  shells.  Captain 
Richards  and  I  lingered  long  on  shore,  and  talked  of  the  future  most  san- 
guinely  ;  for  if  the  coast  ran  straight,  we  now  very  nearly  saw  into  the 
longitude  of  Cape  Mudge,  of  Parry,  and  Hecla  and  Fury  Gulf  would  open 
at  the  farthest  land  we  then  could  see.  Captain  Richards'  very  natural 
expression  was,  "  I  wish  I  could  shoulder  SO  days'  provision  and  be 
off!" 
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6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  4°.  Calm.  b.  c.  v. 

Courses,  M.  G.  N.  68°  W.  3' 
West  -  4' 
S.  63  W. 


^  miles. 


W  alked  1 1  miles. 


Bearings  observed  at  1  p.m.  on  the  Saddle, 


Remarkable  bluff'  - 
Ex.  land  to  the  westward 

6  P.M.  from  Camp, 

Saddle  Hunk         -       -  - 

Remarkable  bluff  W.  ex. 

Bam  Point     -       -       .  - 

Observation  Peak  W. 

W.  ex.  of  Snow  Bluff" 

Ex.  seen  to  westward 


True. 

S.  56°  W. 
S.  87°  W. 


N.  62°  E.  2'. 
S.  45°  W.  10'. 
S.  48°  W.  12^ 
S.  62°W.  14'. 
S.  9°W.  6'. 
S.  87°  W.  25'. 


Sunday,  May  8th.—  5h.  a.m.  Temperature  —  3°.  Wind,  W, ;  o.  f.  Started  Crossing  WetheraU  Bay, 
with  very  foggy  or  hazy  weather,  steering  for  the  bottom  of  Wetherall  ^^^'^'^le  island. 
Bay  to  a  peak,  called  Observation  Peak.  The  floe  becoming  aged,  and 
covered  with  deep  snow.  The  Jirst  snow  bunting  was  seen  to  day  flying 
about  the  sledges  ;  this  is  nearly  a  month  later  than  I  observed  them  in 
1851,  but  I  can  hardly  think  that  this  season  is  as  much  if  at  all  in  arrears 
of  that  summer. 

Noon,  lunched,  and  obtained  a  merid.  alt.  At  3h.  p.m.  the  fog  lifted  and 
showed  us  to  be  coasting  round  a  fine  bay,  having  in  its  S.E.  extreme  a  high 
glacier  or  deep  snow-covered  cliff,  and  then  to  the  westward  of  it  a  lofty 
and  abrupt  range  of  precipices,  receding  into  the  interior  of  the  island. 
There  was  still  much  snow  lying  upon  the  ground,  but  we  knew  its  day  of 
departure  was  fast  approaching  ;  and,  odd  as  it  may  appear,  we  did  not 
rejoice,  for  travelling  in  the  summer  of  these  latitudes  is,  if  possible,  a  shade 
worse,  though  very  different,  from  travelling  in  the  spring. 

4h.  45m.  p.m.  encamped. 

6h.  Temperature  +  9°'  Wind,  W. ;  l.o.  f.  m. 

Course  M.  G.  S.  65°.  W.  dist.  8  miles.    Walked  10  miles. 

Bearings  observed  from  Night  Camp. 

The  West  ex.  of  Remarkable  Bluff  -  S.  38°  W. 
Observation  Peak  -       -       -       -       -       S.  65°  W. 

Noon.   Obsd.  glass  art.  horizon  very  hazy.  Index  error  —  30"  sub. 

Temp,  in  sun.   +  10°  mer.  alt.^  61°  51'  30"  Bearing  <^  N.  20°.  E  = 
160°  Easterly  var.  ® 

C  c  3 


i: 
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Mond(i.ij,  Md'if  \)l:k.-A)\\.  A.M.  'J  ciriperaturc  +  yj/.  Wind,  VV.S.W.  ; 
.'3.  g.  ().  in.  A  strong  })rcczc  in  r)ur  teeth,  pulling  over  very  aged  iee  with 
deep  snow  between  the  Inirrnnoeks.    (iale  increasing. 

Tlie  men  irom  genc^ral  debility  appear  easil  /  distressed,  and  our  progress 
is  not  very  rapid.  Unable  to  Hee  many  j'eet  ahead,  [)y  2h.  .'iOm.  the  gah; 
forced  us  to  encamp,  a  great  deal  of  snow  and  snow  drift  rendering  tfiat 
operation  one  of  some  difficulty. 

6h.  I'.M.  Temperature  +13^".    Wind,  West ;  7.  q. 


s.  z. 


Wetherall  Bay,  N.  Coast  of  Melville  Island,  May  8th,  185.3. 


{iMitinueA.) 


Crossing  and  rounding  sherard      TiiesdmL  Mav  IQfk. — 5h.  .30m.  A.M.  Tcmpcraturc  +15".    Wind  W.  : 

Bay,  Melville  Island.  ^  i  ^     ^  ^  .i  -.i- 

8.  g.  s.  A  heavy  westerly  gale  prevented  us  movmg  to-day,  it  was 
therefore  decided  upon  to  change  from  day  to  night  travelling,  the  delay 
and  loss  of  time  being  unavoidable.  Issued  concentrated  soups  ;  1.^  tins, 
to  economise  our  food. 


5h.  30m.  P.M.  Temperature  +  7".    Wind  N.W,  ;  2.  b.  c. 


in. 


Night  Travelling. 

6h.  30m.  P.M.  Started.  Night  hazy  and  very  cold;  edged,  along  the 
land  to  the  westward,  the  coast  line  consisting  of  a  low  beach  curving  into 
small  bays,  the  hills  rising  with  long  slopes  of  3  or  4  miles  in  length  to  a 
height  of  3  or  400  feet.  Along  the  beach  there  was  a  little  limestone 
much  broken,  with  shells  imbedded  in  it,  but  the  land  for  the  most  part 
was  or  had  been  sandstone. 

Wednesday  Morning,  Majtj  \  Vf]i. — 4h.  a.m.  Halted  and  encamped. 
6h.  Temperature  +  6".    M-'ind  N.W.  ;  1.  b.  m. 
Course  M.  G.    West,  7  miles. 


Crossing  Shorard  Bay. 


5h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  13i°.  Wind  N.W\  ;  7  g- s.  d.  ?/.  Blowing  A  ery 
hard,  with  much  drift;  unable  to  move  until  7  o'clock,  when  it  slackened, 
and  by  8h.  p.m.  we  were  away ;  the  weather  still  continued  gloomy  and 
threatening.  We  found  on  the  farther  side  of  a  bay,  since  called  Sherard 
Bay,  that  the  land  unhappily  took  a  northerly  direction,  having  beyond  it 
in  the  interior  a  hill  of  remarkable  outline  rising  abruptly  and  lonely  from 
the  surrounding  level  country.  The  ice  in  this  bay  is  old,  and  undisturbed 
by  pressure  ;  the  snow  is  deep  upon  its  surface,  and  heavy  for  the  sledges. 
As  an  instance  of  how  hungry  the  men  are,  I  shall  merely  note  that  two 
men  last  night  walked  for  five  hours  after  we  encamped  in  hopes  of  shooting- 
some  game  to  add  to  their  rations.  They  saw  some  reindeer,  but  did  not 
get  any. 


Tliivrsdiui,  M(('}i  1 2///,.-  -Midnight.  The  sun  in  sight  at  midnight,  but  very 
gldomy.  To  our  disgust  we  saw  the  land  showing  round  as  far  as  North  ; 
with  nnich  regret  at  the  circuitous  coast  l)efore  us  we  altered  course,  and 
;it  4h.  l.^>m.  a.m.  halted,  and  encamped  three  miles  short  of  a  low  point 
ahead. 


()h,  'I'emperature 
(Jourse,  N.  4.r  W. 
North 


Wind  W 
-  4 


3i 


2.  b.  m. 

7  miles. 
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True.   ' 


The  Bay  Bluff,  cent.       -       -       -    N.  175°  E. 
Depth  of  Sherard  Bay  -        -        -    S.  29°  W. 
West  ex.  of  land  visible,  a  point  since  l-^  1 8°  E 

called  Cape  W.  Warren    -      -      j  ' 
Depth  of  intermediate  bight     -       -    S.  127°  W. 


5h.  P.M. — Temperature  +15°.    Wind  N.W. ;  3.  o.  m. 

6h.  30m.  Started,  steering  N.  10°  E.  for  a  low  point;  observed  some  ^[i™^^ ^^rreT^^ ^* 
animals  or  objects  moving  upon  the  land ;  from  their  colour  I  guessed  they  Meiviiie  island, 
were  musk  oxen ;  started  in  pursuit.  Reaching  the  banks  of  an  extensive 
river  or  ravine,  now  dry,  I  was  delighted  to  see  an  amount  of  vegetation 
I  had  heard  of  but  never  seen  in  the  North.  Large  patches  of  coarse 
grass  with  saxifrage,  already  green  with  fresh  buds,  spread  around  me. 
Ptarmigan  in  couples  were  feeding  quietly,  and  1  did  not  disturb  them, 
having  only  four  rounds  of  Minie  ball  about  me  and  a  rifle.  After  a  time 
I  came  upon  a  fresh  footprint  of  a  musk  ox  or  two  and  that  of  deer,  and  a 
little  farther  on  sighted  a  fine  buck,  feeding  quietly  down  in  a  ravine ;  he 
saw  me,  however,  as  soon  as  I  did  him,  and  went  off  like  the  wind,  my  ball 
just  grazing  him  at  280  paces.  Disgusted  at  my  ill-luck,  I  fired  at  the 
ptarmigan  with  the  Minie  with  no  better  success,  when  to  my  delight  in 
the  distance  I  again  sighted  a  couple  of  musk  oxen  trotting  rapidly  across 
my  path ;  cautiously  advancing,  I  soon  had  the  pleasure  of  tracing  them  to 
their  lair,  a  hollow  in  which  they  evidently  were  at  ease  ;  and  having  only 
one  round  left,  I  returned  to  the  sledges,  meeting  them  at  a  place  called 
River  Point.  Lunched  ;  left  directions  for  a  5-day  cache  to  be  formed,  and 
started  with  Captain  Richards  in  quest  of  the  oxen  ;  after  a  long  walk,  we 
had  the  satisfaction  of  finding  them,  and  soon  afterwards  had  the  pleasure 
of  hoisting  our  flags  upon  their  carcasses,  they  being  a  fine  cow  and  calf. 
4h.  30m.  reached  the  sledges,  and  sent  them  empty  to  bring  down  the 
prey. 


6h.  A.M.  Temperature  3°.    Wind  N.W.    1.  b.  c.  m. 

J 


Course  M.G.    N.  22  W.  4'.  1   ^    m       ^  ^    .  -i 

N  10  E  3'    1  Walked  20  miles. 


Friday,  Mai)  13if/?.— Temperature  +  8°.  Calm,  b.  c.  m.  Whilst  the  iSLnd 
crew  busied  themselves  in  skinning  the  musk  oxen  shot  yesterday,  I  had 
time  to  observe  that  the  coast  line  ran  to  the  N.  and  W.  in  a  most 
vexatious  manner,  the  coast  line  low  but  undulating,  with  hills  rising 
abruptly  from  the  plains  ;  far  in  the  distance  the  land  terminated  in  a 
detached  mass,  which  resembled  an  island  in  its  outline. 

The  beef  was  found  to  be  lean  but  wholesome  looking,  and  neither 
smelt  or  tasted  of  musk  ;  placed  some  of  it  and  the  skins  in  cache,  carried 
on  the  rest.  The  course  lying  across  a  series  of  gravel  spits  formed  by 
the  discharge  of  several  large  water  courses,  now  sealed  up,  but  shortly 
again  to  be  opened.  The  adage  of  "it  never  rains  but  it  pours,"  proved 
truthful  again  to-day ;  for  in  the  course  of  the  forenoon  I  shot  a  reindeer, 
and  our  sledges  were  for  awhile  well  supplied  with  animal  food. 

Midnight,  lunched. — The  low  altitude  of  the  sun,  seen  through  the 
heavy  lower  stratum  of  air  caused  a  most  extraordinary  mirage  and  optical 
delusion  ;  everything,  even  the  nearest  hummocks,  were  so  distorted  as  to  be 
irresistibly  ludicrous. 

Saturday  Morni7ig. — This  appearance  went  off'  as  the  sun  rose,  and  was 
followed  by  a  blue  clear  sky  with  passing  fog  banks. 

4h.  30m.  Encamped.    The  men  much  fatigued,  the  walk  of  last  night 
after  the  game  having  taken  them  over  an  extra  20  miles  of  grounri. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +  31°  sun.    Wind,  S.  ;  1.  b.  f. 

—  2°  shade. 

Course  M.  G.    N.  40  W.  6  miles. 

C  c  4 
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(')\t.  A.M. 


Fk'firinp'  s  Croiii  ( I;unp 

Cape  Nor'-Wcsl,  (i)ow  (Jolcjulxjun)  ^ 

The  Dancing'  Bluffs  (iiowJohii  Barrow  Ran^e) 
rcmpcratuie  +  31"  Hun. 

shade. 


N.  IG" 

S.  150'^ 


W. 

w. 


28' 
18' 


P.M 


+  6^ 


Cain 


I). 


6h.  lOm.  A  beautifully  clear  niorninj^- ;  ()})taine(l  a  good  view  of  the  land 
iihead.  The  isolated  masses  of  table  land,  rising'  from  the  snowy  plain  but 
little  above  the  se;i,  resembled  a  series  of  islands. 

The  flat  eoimtry  was  much  cut  up  ^vith  large  watercourses, 
which  doubtless  served  at  one  period  of  the  year  to  carry  off 
the  great  body  of  water  formed  by  the  melting  of  the  snows 
in  the  interior  ;  and  the  appearance  of  such  large  periodical 
discharges  of  water  to  the  norfJiward,  led  me  to  surmise 
t^"  that  Sabine  Island  and  Melville  Island  were  one  and  the 


same  great 


land. 


^-  llh.  Lunched  on  venison  steaks  cold.  Bread  scarce;  but 
oT  we  shall  soon,  like  Exquimaux,  be  indifferent  to  farinaceous 
i3  food. 

^  Midnight.  Temperature,  zero.  Wind  S.E. ;  2.  b.  c.  v. 
^  mirage. 

>Z  Sunday  Morning,  \btli. — The  same  extraordinary  mirage 
observed  in  the  middle  watch  of  last  night  occurred  again 
to-night.  Distant  land,  as  well  as  near  objects  thrown  up, 
multiplied  or  inverted  in  the  most  frolicsome  manner.  Some- 
thing like  distant  land  thrown  up  to  the  northward,  but  it 
would  be  impossible  to  be  certain  upon  that  head.  The 
striking  mass  of  land  called  Cape  Nor'- West  showed  up  ver}' 
clear  ;  its  extremity  is  a  very  peculiar  style  of  peak,  not 
generally  common  in  these  regions.  Sledges  under  sail,  and 
progress  rapid  ;  several  of  the  men  are  rather  unwell  from 
the  effects  of  the  change  of  diet,  but  nothing  very  serious. 
4h.  10m.  P.M.,  halted. 

6h.  Temperature  +  11°  sun. 

+  U°  shade."  Wind,  E. ;  2.  b.  c.  v., 

with  great  mirage. 

Course  M.  G.    N.  16°.  W.  10  miles.    Walked  14  miles. 

Note. — Since  leaving  Cape  Success  no  decided,  indications 
of  land  to  the  northward  of  our  course  had  been  seen. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  + 10°.    Wind  S  ;  5  o.  g.  v. 

7h.  Started.  We  found  that  the  exceedingly  clear  weather 
of  yesterday  and  the  day  before  had  misled  us  in  supposing 
N.W.  Cape  to  be  much  nearer  than  it  really  was. 

There  was  little  or  no  appearance  along  the  beach,  and  a 
general  want  of  that  appearance  of  vitality  amongst  the 

1  oceanic  floe  which  hitherto  we  had  found  as  betokening  a 
'\  pressure  from  the  N.W.  to  the  S.E.  This  I  could  best 
«  imderstand  by  looking  at  the  direction  and  outline  of  the 
'^^  adjacent  coast,  a  subject  too  long  to  enter  upon  here. 

^  Saw  deer  grazing  upon  the  adjacent  slopes,  but  we  had 
^  sufficient  on  our  sledges  for  the  present ;  and  any  extra  weight 

2  would  but  add  to  the  chance  of  m}'  not  being  able  to  see 
§  roimd  the  Cape  ahead  before  it  was  my  turn  to  part  company 
^  From  (/iiptain  Richards,  a  da  y  which  was,  much  to  my  regret, 
I  fast  approaching.   Midnight.  Temperature  Wind  W. ; 

I .  o.  g.  s.  n. 

Monday  JWorning,  Alay  \&Ji.--T)\\.  Halted  aitei-  a  rapid 
march  ;  the  men  much  fatigued,  and  though  they  seem  in 
good  health  and  spirits,  there  is  evident  symptoms  of  debility, 
arising  from  contmued  labour  and  privation. 
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61i.  Temperature    19^°.  Wind  W. ;  I.  o.  g.  Course  M.  G.  N.  16°.  W.     Lieutenant  Osborn's 

8  miles,  -  Journal,  1853. 

+37°  sun.  J  o    ^  '  ~" 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  -33T0  gi-^^de-    ^^^^^        ^  ^-  ^- 

6h.  30m.  Started.  Captain  Richards  and  I  walked  on  for  the  land  ol  Ascending  Cape  NovWest, 
Nor'- West  Cape.  Passing  through  some  broken-up  but  very  aged  floe,  '^^^'''^^^  i^^^'^'^- 
we  reached  a  smooth  belt  of  beautifully  clear  ice,  which  appeared  to  have 
been  made  by  the  fresh  water  formed  on  the  land  during  the  past  summer 
flowing  off  upon  the  surface  of  the  floe  and  being  again  re-fro2en.  This 
ice  was  so  smooth  that  we  could  with  difficulty  preserve  our  footing.  At 
9h.  P.M.  we  reached  the  land,  and  it  was  important  for  such  a  remarkable 
mass  of  land  to  be  closely  searched,  as  it  was  not  likely  to  escape  the 
observation  of  Franklin's  officers  had  they  passed  that  way  and  sighted  it. 
At  lOh.  30m.  the  sledges  arrived,  and  at  llh.  Ave  lunched;  then,  leaving 
the  sledges,  people  were  sent  along  the  coast  whilst  Captain  Richards  and 
myself  went  up  to  the  summit  of  the  cape,  about  3  miles  distant  and  800 
feet  high.  The  ascent  fpr  awhile  was  gentle,  over  sandstone,  detritus,  and 
decomposed  feltspar  (Kaolin?).  We  then  approached  the  base  of  the 
mass  of  table  land  forming  this  remarkable  cape.  Close  to  us  rose  numerous 
masses  of  either  decomposed  talc  or  mica,  as  varied  in  hue  as  in  outline ; 
some  were  of  a  pale  indigo,  others  of  a  lively  rose  pink  and  bright  yellow. 
These  outlying  buttresses  once  formed  the  greater  portion  of  the  now 
reduced  table  land.  Weather,  water,  and  other  agency  had  been  busy 
wearing  aw^ay  the  land,  and  a  wilder  scene  of  havoc  the  eye  never  saw 
than  the  state  of  the  strata  once  forming  Nor'- West  Cape.  No  earth- 
quake could  have  more  effectually  distorted  the  stratum,  which  to  the  height 
of  500  or  600  feet  lay  over  the  sandstone  of  the  plains,  and  was  crowned 
by  a  layer  of  limestone,  which,  from  its  emitting  a  faint  odour  on  being- 
rubbed,  is,  I  believe,  stink  or  magnesian  limestone. 


]S^ortli-west  Cape,  X  b.  W.  10°. 


Reaching  at  last  the  centre  of  this  mass  of  land,  we  commenced  to  scale  Midnight:  Cape  Nor'-west. 
the  heights  ;  the  climb  being  difficult,  but  well  worth  the  trouble,  for  the 
extraordinary  panorama  opened  out  to  us  in  oar  immediate  neighbourhood. 
Water  courses,  deep  ravines,  bold  cliffs,  and  gloomy  gorges,  over  which  the 
combined  effects  of  a  midnight  sun,  and  the  varied  hue  of  the  earth  and 
rocks,  was  as  striking  as  it  Avas  pleasing. 

Scaling  the  edge  of  the  abrupt  escarpment  offered  by  the  superimposed 
limestone,  we  found  ourselves  standing  on  a  dreary  stony  plain,  with  a 
strong  south-west  gale  blow^ing,  and  land  intervening  so  as  to  prevent  us 
seeing  any  distance  to  the  westward.  That  the  wind  was  purely  local, 
although  so  strong,  we  could  see  by  looking  down  on  our  sledges,  whose 
sails  were  flapping  to  a  light  air  from  the  S.E. 

Northward  a  clear  and  frozen  sea  spread  before  us  with  quiet  and  ancient- 
looking  ice.  Southward  spread  great  snovv^-covered  plains,  from  Avhich 
isolated  masses  of  table  land,  similar  to  that  we  were  upon,  Avere  seen  to  > 
stand  ;  whilst  here  and  there  ridges  of  rock,  probably  sandstone,  AA'hich  from 
its  hardness  had  resisted  the  corroding  effects  of  an  Arctic  climate,  that  so 
plainly  told  its  tale  in  the  ruins  amongst  Avhich  aa^c  stood. 

Tuesday  Morning,  May  17th. — Findino-  no  traces  of  any  former  visitors  Establishing  the  cache  at  Nor'. 

.1-  ■  J    i.1  •  •         •         •J^  1         •   J        J   1  west,  Melville  Island.  . 

to  this  region,  and  the  morning  coming  m  Avith  much  wind  and  hazy 
Aveather,  we  built  a  cairn,  a  record  was  deposited,  and  the  party  hurried 
doAvn  to  their  sledges ;  reached  them  about  h  past  2  a.m.,  and,  tackling-to 
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Lieutenant  Osborn's  the  ropes,  wc  started  a-head  for  our  last  niurch.  On  the  shore  Iceland  moss 
Journal,  1853.  great  quantities  was  to  l)e  found  ;  it  was  not  however  of  any  size,  but 

very  pungent  and  agreeable  to  the  taste.  Marnjfjt  traeks  were  very 
numerous,  and  several  were  seen  running  about  amongst  the  roeks ;  no 
other  animals  were  seen.  After  4  o'eloekwe  reaehed  the  pitch  of  the  cape, 
the  land  trending  to  the  west  of  N.W.,  and  we  then  Ijalted  to  form  our 
cache,  and  to  make  necessary  arrangements  i'or  my  return  homeward. 

After  supper  all  ])rovisions  and  stores  that  could  be  spared  were  passed 
over  to  Captain  Richards,  leaving  him  completed  to  40  days,  and  esta- 
blishing a  cache  of  5  days  provisions  at  this  spot,  l^'or  my  party  I 
retained  3  days  food,  intending  by  forced  marches  to  make  up  deficiencies. 

Observed  for  longitude,  and  at  noon  endeavoured  unsuccessfully  to 
obtain  a  meridian  altitude.  Our  latitude  by  account  agreed,  however,  very 
well  with  that  corrected  by  J^ieutenant  Hamilton,  and  checked  by  an 
observation  obtained  the  following  day  by  Captain  Richards.  Anxious  to 
see,  if  possible,  into  Hecla  and  Fury  Gulf,  close  to  which  we  now 
were,  and  across  which  I  should  have  seen  Captain  Richards,  but  for  the 
extraordinary  tortuosity  of  the  coast  line,  I  scaled  a  cliff  about  500  feet 
high,  but  was  again  disappointed,  seeing  only  a  low  point  of  land  about 
7  miles  distant,  and  bearing  N.  40°  W.,  which  was  my  Cape  Turnagain. 
Northward.  I  thought  I  saw  distant  lofty  and  mountainous  land,  and  in 
the  course  of  conversation  with  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  I  learnt  that  he 
likewise  had  observed  a  similar  appearance ;  still,  however,  uncertain. 
Returned  to  my  encampment,  told  Captain  Richards  of  what  I  had  seen,  and 
on  the  part  of  myself  and  crew  expressed  our  willingness  to  exchange 
places  or  relieve  any  of  his  who  might  be  unwilling  to  pi'oceed ;  there  was, 
however,  no  one  anxious  to  yield  the  post  of  honour.  Captain  Richards' 
crew  were  all  well  and  in  high  spirits.  Their  weights  would  now  commence 
to  diminish  daily,  the  travelling  Avould  be  good  for  another  three  weeks  on 
the  floe,  and  before  that  at  least  200  miles  would  have  been  done,  and  in 
all  a  magnificent  stretch  of  coast  line  searched  from  Northumberland  Sound 
westward. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +14".    Wind  S.;  1.    Weather  b.  c.  v. 

Course  M.G.  N.  l6°  Vv^.,  .3^  miles  1^  •-, 
North  2^  milesj 


(Memorandum.) 

Copy  of  Orders  received  from  Commander  Geo.  H.  Richards, 
Commanding  the  Western  Division  of  Sledges. 

As,  in  order  to  carry  the  search  to  the  farthest  possible  extent  west- 
ward that  our  resources  will  admit  of,  it  has  become  necessary  that  the  two 
remaining  sledges  of  the  S.  W.  Division  should  separate ;  you  will  proceed 
on  your  return  to  Cape  Lady  Franklin  for  the  purpose  of  reprovisioning 
the  "  John  Barrow"  at  the  grand  depot,  and  explore  the  coast  from  that 
Cape  to  the  S.  E.,  towards  Goodsir  and  Marshall's  farthest. 

Any  deviation  f]-om  our  outward  route,  Mdiich  the  means  at  your 
command  may  justify,  will,  of  course,  be  desirable.  The  indentations  in 
the  Bay  oi'  Promise  require  to  be  more  closely  looked  at,  and  the  southern 
coast  (;f  the  Deception  group  is  unexamined.  The  bays  or  inlets  south  of 
Cape  Fortime,  and  between  it  and  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  I  piu'pose  ex- 
amining myself  on  my  return. 

You  will  visit  the  rendezvous  cairn  at  Point  Success,  and  ascertain 
whethei'  the  despatches  have  been  I'cmoved  by  any  parties  from  the 
"  Resolute  ;"  and  should  you  find  that  any  intelligence  has  been  obtained 
by  (Japtani  Kellett's  division  of  tlie  missing  Expedition  (of  suflicient 
importance  to  justify  the  step),  you  will  then  use  all  despatch  in  con- 
veying tlu!  same  to  Sir  I'dward  IJclcher  in  ]>reference  to  any  other  service. 

Having  a  copy  of  the  orders  under  which  I  am  acting,  and  being  fully 
ac(]uainted  with  the  instructions  which  the  sevend  oflicers  have  I'cceived  as 
th(^y  have  (|uiited  \hv.  division,  tlu^ie  remains  little  for  nu>  to  say  but  to 
put  you  in  possession  of  my  own  intentions  as  regards  the  future. 
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I  shall  follow  the  direction  of  this  land  as  far  as  my  provisions  will     Lieutenant  Osbom's 
allow,  which  will  probably  be  till  the  6th  or  7th  of  June.    Failing  then  in         Journal,  1853. 
coming  upon  the  missing  ships,  I  shall  set  out  on  my  return  to  the  east- 
ward,  keeping  the  coast  on  board,  and  looking  out  for  any  .notices  from  you 
of  what  you  have  done,  or  what  you  have  left  for  me  to  do. 

Recrossing  the  Byam  Martin  Channel  by  our  outward  route,  I  shall 
touch  at  the  rendezvous  at  Point  Success,  thence  to  Cape  Fortune,  availing 
myself  of  any  opportunities  of  astronomically  determining  my  positions  and 
visiting  the  high  lands- 

At  that  Cape  I  shall  probabl}'  arrive  on  the  12th  of  July,  when  taking 
in  the  supplies  which  I  have  directed  Lieut.  May  to  place  there,  I  shall 
proceed  to  examine  the  coast  to  the  southvi'ard,  and  shall  endeavour  to  be 
at  the  grand  depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin  by  the  25th  of  July.  My 
further  proceedings  will  then  be  guided  by  the  report  I  shall  find  there 
from  you,  should  you  not  have  already  returned  from  the  eastward. 

Should  you  find  on  your  arrival  at  Cape  Fortune  that  Mr,  May  has 
deposited  the  supplies  there,  or  from  the  information  he  has  left  that  there 
is  every  prospect  of  his  doing  so  within  a  reasonable  time,  you  will  then 
remo^^e  the  whole  of  the  depot  at  Point  Deception  on  to  Cape  Lady 
Franklin  ;  and  if  you  fall  in  with  that  officer,  and  there  should  be  no 
probability  of  his  crossing  Queen's  Channel,  owing  to  the  description  of 
the  ice,  3^ou  are  to  give  him  instructions  for  his  further  guidance,  either  ' 
taking  the  Reliance"  to  assist  you  on  your  search,  or  to  perform  any 
service  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin  which  you 
may  think  necessary.  In  the  latter  case,  it  would  be  desirable  that  con- 
spicuous cairns  should  be  erected  on  any  prominent  points  or  summits  in 
the  vicinity. 

I  shall  hope  to  find  from  you  at  the  different  cairns  on  niy  return  a  brief 
account  of  your  proceedings,  with  any  information  you  ma,y  have  gained. 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  allow  you  to  separate  without  expressing  the 
high  sense  I  entertain  of  the  valuable  assistance  I  have  received  from  you, 
and  offering  you  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  unvarying  and  cordial  support 
which  you  have  at  all  times  rendered  me  during  a  trying  service,  and 
where  hearty  co-operation  is  so  entirel}''  necessary  to  success. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henrv  Richards,  Commander, 
Commanding  South-western  Division. 
Dated  at  Cape  North-west, 

17th  May  1853. 
To  Lieut.  Sherard  Osborne, 

Commander  H.  M.  S.  "  Pioneer," 
H.  M.  Sledge  "  John  Barrow." 


Commander  Geo.  Henry  Richards,  H.  M.  S.  "  Assistance,"  to  Lieut. 
Sherard  Osborn,  Commanding  H.  M.  S.  "  Pioneer,"  in  charge  of 
H.  M  Sledge  "  John  Barrow." 

H.  M.  Sledge  "  Sir  Edward," 
Sir,  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  July  10th,  1853. 

Immediately  on  your  return  here,  you  are  to  proceed  to  rejoin  the  ships 
in  Northumberland  Sound  ;  and  as  it  is  possible  that  they  may  have  broken 
out  and  be  in  the  Queen's  Channel  before  you  arrive,  you  will  look  out 
about  Hungry  Island  and  the  neighbourhood. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher  informs  me  that  he  will  hang  on,  I  remember.  Cape 
Becher,  if  possible  ;  at  any  rate  Beechey  Island  will  find  her. 

I  leave  a  cylinder  with  records,  which  you  will  open  and  place  in  the 
cairn  above  the  depot,  adding  your  latest  information. 

The  depot  is  to  be  buried  up  with  earth.  I  have  prepared  the  gravel  as 
well  as  I  can. 

I  have,  &c., 
(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards. 

Commander  c'  H.  M.  S.  Assistance." 

P.  S.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  your  man  is  improving. — G.  H.  R. 
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Lieutenant  Osborn's 
Journal,  18515. 


Observations  ai,  Nor'-Wcist  (Jape,  Melville  Jnland. 
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With  the  A.  sights,  and  error  and  rate  carried  on  from  the  ship, 
the  long.  obs.  is  107°  43'  W.,  being  one  degree  wrong,  or  13  miles  in 
distance. 

7h.  30m.  A.M.  App.  Time. 

Index  Error        -        -       -       0  115  Sub. 

Lat.  Acct.       -       -       -    -     76  44    00  North. 

Long.  Acct.  -       -     -       -    108  46    00  West. 

Error  and  Rate,  vide  April  30,  1853. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +20°.    Wind  S. ;  1.  o.  cm. 

After  breakfast  the  two  sledge  crcAvs  packed  their  sledges,  and  with 
many  hearty  wishes  bid  one  another  good-bye — a  word  doubly  expressive 
here,  and  under  such  circumstances.  We  cheered  and  parted ;  and  by  the 
silence  of  my  party  then,  and  their  expressions  afterwards,  I  knew  full  well 
eacli  of  them  had  felt  as  deeply  as  I  did  parting  from  our  friends.  The 
kind  consideration  of  Captain  Richards  towards  every  one  of  the  party 
during  a  long  and  laborious  march  of  3/  days  with  full  weights,  was  grate- 
fully remembered  by  the  men,  and  sincerely  did  we  all  in  our  noon-day 
grog,  drink  success  to  the  leader  of  the  Western  Division.  Rounding  the 
cape,  and  with  thick  weather  coming  in,  we  soon  had  the  floe  all  to  ourselves, 
a  cold  wind  with  mist  and  drizzle,  which  froze  upon  us  as  it  fell,  obliging  us 
to  hurry  ahead. 

Midnight  temperature,  +25° 

nil.  Lunched;  and  our  afternoon  walk  was  equally  rapid,  the  beach  line 
well  in  sight  of  the  sledge. 

Monday  Morning,  4h.  20m.  halted  and  encamped. 

6h.  A.M.    Temperature  +30°.    Wind  W.  ;    2.  m.  f.  sleet. 

Course,  M.G.  Rounding  the  Cape  3  miles,  S.  1 6°  E.  10  miles. 

Wednesday/,  May  ISth. — 6h.  p.  m.  Temperature  +  33°.  Wind,  S. ; 
3.  o.  c.  m.  Throughout  the  past  day  the  sun  had  been  obscured  and 
sky  overcast.  About  5h.  p.m.  the  weather  cleared  up,  and  brought  in  a 
beautifully  fine  and  serene  night.  The  best  proof  I  can  give  of  which  is, 
that  from  the  floe  I  distinctly  saw  the  land  over  Saddle  Point,  which  must 
be  full  50  miles  distant,  and  not  300  feet  high.  At  9h.  30m.  we  passed 
through  an  old  encampment,  and  found  that  scraps  and  tins,  &c.,  left  by  us 
had  sunk  many  inches  into  the  floe,  in  consequence  of  the  sun  acting  more 
rapidly  upon  dark  bodies  than  on  the  surface  of  the  ice  and  snow. 

Midnight,  +  2.3". 

TJmrsdmj  Morning,  Mail  l^th,.  Oh.  30m.  Lunched  on  venison  and 
musk  ox  steak  (partially  cooked,  for  fuel  is  scarce),  but  Ave  cannot  afford 
})reud  with  such  luxiu'ies.  All  the  party,  however,  made  a  hearty  meal, 
although  looking  ratliei-  thin  and  way-worn. 

Several  marmot  tracks  were  seen  by  us  on  the  floe  to-day  ;  they  appeared 
to  be  seeking  something,  and  generally  their  course  was  directly  to  seaward, 
and  then  back  again.  I  su[)posc  that  salt,  or  salt  water,  was  what  they  sought. 
5h.  A.M.  We  halted  on  Point  Plenty,  now  Point  Marryatt.  The  snow 

had  tliJiwed  off  it  considerably  since  T  passed  northward.  Traces  of  musk 
oxen,  (leer,  marmot,  hare,  anc*  ptaxmigan  were  ])len1ilul,  and  I  saw  saxifrage, 
trijx-  (Ic.  roclic,  Iceland  moss,  ])()ppies,  and  grass,  upon  a  deep  rich  soil. 
Si,()ii(!s  were  very  scarce,  and  tho^c  to  be  met  witli  diminutive  water-worn 
pebbles, 
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5.  O.  C.  V. 


6h  A.M.    Temperature  +  26°.    Wind  S.E 
Course,  M.  G.  S.  16°  E.  13  miles. 

Angles  observed  at  Noon  on  Pomt  Marryatt,  or  Fienty. 
Angles  left  of  the  Angles  right  of  the  Sun. 

]^ote.—A  mark  in  land  immediately  under  0  at  noon  was  used. 

(p  to 

From  Remarkable  Ravine"! 
to  right  tangent  of  near 


8  6 

6 
6 
0 

115  0 


35  0 


<j)  to 

Centre  summit  of  Remark-] 
able  Bluff  in  line  over 
Observation  Point  - 
Right  tangent  of  Snow  Bluffs  17 
Left  X  of  land  visible  -       -  65 
Point  Invincible  (Antler)  x  18 
Remarkable  Ravine  north 
ward     -       -  - 
Too  misty  to  see  Cape  Nor'-West,  but  when  last  observed  at  8h.  a.m.  it 
bore  S.  8°  W.  by  ®,  or  N.  17°  W.,  true,  24  or  25  miles. 
Noon,  I9fh.    Obs.  mer.  alt.  art.  hor.  glass  |-  66°  48' 


est  land 
Right  tangent  of  Dancing  \ 
Hills  -  -J 

Centre  of  an  isolated  round  [ 
hill 


33  0 


10  0 


7'  for  error 


of  art.  hor.     Index  error  30''  sub.  <^  N.  25°  E.  =  155°  E.  variation. 

9h.  30m.  a.m.  obs.  for  longitude. 
Chron. 


Alt.  g  Art.  G.  Hor. 


0 


4 
4 
4 
4 
4 
4 


10 
12 
13 
13 
14 
17 


31 
3 
I 

52-5 

53 

19-5 


With   the  original    error  and 


rate, 


61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
61 
the 


2 
10 
14 
18 
24 
37 


0 
30' 
30 
30 

30^N.  9°  30'  W. 
30  N.  8°  20'  W. 
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longitude  by  A.  sight  was 

106°  49'  30"  W.,  and  useless. 

6h.  p.  M.  Temperature  +  23°.  Wind,  E. ;  5.  o.  c.  g.  m.  7h.  30m.  Started. 
Erected  a  cairn  of  earth,  and  then  struck  over  for  Antler  Point.  Reached 
the  cache  about  midnight,  opened  it,  took  out  the  remains  of  some  beef  left 
here,  and  securing  the  remainder  for  Captain  Richards,  we  lunched  in  its 
neighbourhood. 

Midnight. — Temperature  +  23°.    Wind,  E.N.E.  ;  4.  o.  g.  q.  m. 

Friday  Morning,  May  20th. — A  dense  mist,  and  the  alteration  in 
the  land-marks,  occasioned  by  the  rapid  thaw  of  the  snow  from  off"  the  land 
during  the  past  day  or  two,  puzzled  us  a  little  ;  but  at  half-past  3  we  found 
our  cache  near  River  Point,  and  encamped  beside  of  it. 

Signs  of  the  short  and  fleeting  summer  of  these  regions  are  now  multi- 
plying hourly,  the  S.E.  breeze  aiding  the  arrival  of  the  birds  now  seen 
flitting  past  us.  Snow  buntings  and  ptarmigan  have  been  seen  winging  their 
way  north-west,  whilst  the  vegetation  is  fast  throwing  out  green  buds,  and 
shewing  symptoms  of  vitality.  On  the  1 1th  May  I  put  my  foot  in  a  fissure 
under  the  snow,  and  falHng  over  it,  strained  the  instep.  The  long  walk 
and  exertion  of  the  12th,  after  the  musk  oxen,  increased  the  pain  and  swel- 
ling ;  and  it  now  threatens  to  be  serious,  inflammation  having  extended  some 
distance  up  the  leg. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +  27°.    Wind,  E. ;  3.  o.  c.  q. 

Course,  M.  G.  S.  17°  E.  5i  miles,  and  S.  3^  miles. 

Blowing  hard  from  East  all  day,  with  driving  mists.  A  careful  bearing 
of  Bay  Bluff"  Summit  placed  it  South  16°  East  of  us,  being  N.  9°  E.  b.  ®. 

o  /  " 

Observed  angle  from  Bay  Bluff"  to  depth  of  Sherard  Bay  23    3  0 
Do.  to  centre  of  Observation  Hill  29  42  40 

Do.  to  X  of  Observation  Point     -  33  28  30 

Do.  to  centre  of  Remarkable  Bluff"  29  43  40 

Do.  to  left  X  of  Remarkable  Bluff"  46  40 

Do.  to  right  tangent  of  White  Cliff"  56  44 

Do.  to  extreme  of  Land  East       -  61  40 

Do.  do.  do.  -  72  0 

Kote. — From  the  left  x  of  Remarkable  Bluff"  to  right  tangent  of  the 
White  Cliffs,  the  S.E.  bight  is  formed. 
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Return  to  Point  William 
Warren. 


0 
0 
0 
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LiciitoiKuit  Osborn's        In  liiic  Vv^ith  X  of  Observation  Point,  the  steep  part  of  the  Rernarkahlc 
Journal,  1853.         Bluff' terminates  ;  the  otlier,  or  S.W.  extreme  of  the  cliff,  is  shut  in  hy  the 
"" —  slope  of  Mount  ()bservati(jn  from  this  position, 

P.M.  Gale  gradually  slackening;   no  sun  visible,  although  there  was 
much  glare  and  a  rapid  thaw  upon  l)oth  land  and  floe. 

51).  Temperature  +  31'';  Wind,  E. ;  .'5.  o.  g.  m.  Having  increased  the 
size  of  the  depot  cayri,  and  left  a  recoid  of  my  visit,  with  information  for 
Captain  Richards,  we  started,  just  as  a  sudden  shift  of  wind  with  a  dense 
fog  rolled  down  upon  us  from  the  westward.  Made  sailj  steering  N,  .3*^  K. 
by  coiupass  for  Observation  Point.  A  great  change  is  hourly  taking  place 
in  the  state  of  the  floe,  and  the  travelling  is  becr)ming  more  distressing, 
owing  to  the  deep  sludge  and  decaying  snow.  At  every  stride  we  sink  in 
a  foot  to  20  inches.  At  midnight  we  sighted  the  Bay  Bluff"  for  a  few 
minutes. 

Midnight  Temperature  +  30^  ;  Wind,  W. ;  2  f.  s.  . 

Saturday  Morning,  May  2l,st. — Dense  fog,  and  a  heavy  fall  of  snow.  At 
3  A.M.  the  fog  lifted,  and  showed  Bay  Bluff'just  shut  in  with  east  point  of 
Sherard  Bay.  Walked  ahead  to  Observation  Point,  and  found  the  harbour 
of  Wetherall  Bay  was  not  as  deep  as  I  had  anticipated.  Returned  to  the 
sledge,  and  camped  at  4h.  a.m.,  after  a  heavy  march. 

6h.  A.M.,  Temperature  +  26°;  Wind,  W. ;  1.  o.  c.  m. 

Course,  M.  G.  S.  25"  E.  1 1  miles. 

Bearings  from  Camp. — 6h.  p.m.,  Var.  1 52  W. 

True. 

Observation  Point  extreme,  in  line  with  ° 

centre  of  Remarkable  BM   -  -  N.  152  E. 

Bay  Bluff"  -       -       -       -       -  -  N.  227  E.  6 

Two  Deer  Point  -          -          -  -  N.  76  E.  5 

N.  ex.  of  Remarkable  Bluff^     -  -  N.  132  E. 

Marianne  Mount       -          -  -  N.  197  E. 

Cape  Wm.  Warren         -          -  -  S.  152  W. 

Noon,    Obs.    Mer.    Alt.    Glass    Art.    Horizon — No   Index  Error. 

I  68°  5'  =  Lat.  76°  0'  40"  N.    </>  N.  28°  E.  =  Var.  152  Easterly,  z  0  to 

Bay  Bluff  =  67°  20'. 

We  were  all  sound  asleep,  when  I  was  roused,  to  my  astonishment, 
by  a  voice  hailing  us.  For  a  moment  we  all  commenced  to  bawd  out  like 
men  in  a  nightmare,  and  I  rubbed  my  eyes  again,  and  wondered  Avhether 
my  senses  had  left  me,  when  I  heard  a  voice  reply,  "  Osborn !  I'm 
Hamilton  from  the  '  Resolute.'  We  are  at  Melville  Island,  and  have 
relieved  the  '  Investigator,'  and  the  North-  West  Passage  is  discovered ! " 
Men  never  got  faster  out  of  beds  than  we  did  out  of  our  bags,  and  men 
never  faster  talked  than  we  did  in  our  tent  that  night. 

It  appears  that  the  very  day  I  and  Capt.  Richards  parted  company,  he 
fell  in  with  sledge  tracks,  and  following  them,  picked  up  Lieut.  Vesey 
Hamilton,  who  had  come  up  from  the  "  Resolute,"  and  having  searched  the 
east  side  of  Heela  and  Fury  Gulf,  was  continuing  his  search  to  the  East, 
along  the  north  coast  of  Melville  Island.  As  early  as  the  4th  April, 
Capt.  McClintock  had  passed  up  Hecla  and  Fury  Gulf,  and  proceeded  to 
the  N.W,,  provisioned  up  to  the  5th  July.  Ca])t.  Richards  therefore  had 
nothing  better  to  do  than  to  go  and  see  Capt.  Kellett,  which  in  a  private 
not(;  he  told  me  he  should  do,  and  return  south  about,  so  as  to  leave  no 
question  as  to  the  existence  of  Byam  Martin's  Channel.  Whilst  Capt. 
Mc(Jlintock  proceeded  westward,  along  the  north  coast  of  Melville  Island, 
liieut.  Median  with  another  party  is  searching  Avcstward,  on  the  parallel  of 
the  southern  coast.     So  nmch  for  the  operations  of  this  year. 

'J'he  rest  of  the  informa,tion  gleaned  was  as  follows.  The  "Resolute"  and 
"Intrepid"  reached  Winter  Harbour,  Melville  Island,  in  Sept.  1852,  having 
phiccd  two  caches  of  provisions  in  their  rear.  At  Winter  Harbour  they 
IV)rmed  another,  and  then  fell  l);ick  to  winter  at  Bridport  Jnlet. 

Autumn  parties,  under  the  Lieutenants,  succeeded  in  placing  depots  for 
the  Spring  journeys  of  1853,  at  Point  Nias,  and  in  Liddon  Gulf;  and  at  the 


(    215  ) 


same  time  discovered  the  startling  intelligence  that  the  "  Investigator,*'  Com-     Lieutenant  Osborn's 

mander  McClure,  had  commmiicated  with  Melville  Island,  and  tliat  she        Journal,  1853. 

was  wintering  in  a  harbour  on  the  north  coast  of  Bank's  Land.     She,  the  ' 

"Investigator,"  had  in  1850,  passed  close  along  the  coast  of  North  America, 

from  Barrow  Point,  Behring's  Straits,  to  Cape  Bathurst,  whence  in  an  open 

sea  she  sailed  northward  to  Bank's  Land,  about  the  very  time  Commander 

Pullen  was  returning  from  his  unsuccessful  attempt  to  carry  out  the  plan 

I  had  requested  the  Admiralty  in  my  letter  of  January  4th,  1850— 'mV/e 

blue  book — to  be  employed  upon.  Upon  saihng  up  to  D.  in  the  annexed  plan, 

he  was  frozen  in,  but  succeeded  by  a  foot  journey  in  discovering  the  North 

West  Passage,  via  Barrow's  Strait. 

In  the  following  year,  1 85 1 ,  parties  reached  within  a  few  miles  of  Dr.  Rae's  intelligence  of  the  discovery 

,  1  •     J.1  ii      it  T         i-     J.      »  of  the  J^Torth- West  Passage  by 

journey  and  my  own,  and  m  the  course  oi  the  same  year  the  investigator  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "investi- 
drove  down  to  the  southward,  and  taking  a  lead  close  in  shore,  almost  gator,"  Captain  M-cime.  , 
circumnavigated  Bank's  Land,  but  could  not  escape  to  the  opposite  shore, 
and  eventually,  after  running  great  risks,  reached  a  harbour  which,  from  its 
opportune  discovery,  they  named  Bay  of  Mercy.  Since  1851  they  had  been 
frozen  in,  and  though  all  were  well  in  the  fall  of  1 852,  they  had  been  then 
some  time  on  short  allowance  of  food,  although  deer,  musk  oxen,  and  hares 
w^ere  to  be  shot  througliout  the  year  on  Bank's  Land. 

In  the  hope  of  ascertaining  the  "  Investigator's  "  safety  before  his  search- 
ing parties  left.  Captain  Kellett  despatched  Lieutenant  Pim,  on  the  11th 
March,  to  the  Bay  of  Mercy  :  however,  it  was  the  19th  April  before 
Lieut.  Pim  returned  with  Capt.  M'Clure  in  company. 

The  news  was  as  follows  :  Lieut.  Pim  reached  the  "  Investigator"  just 
in  time  to  prevent  the  departure  of  two  parties  of  Aveak  and  scorbutic  men, 
the  one,  under  Lieutenant  Haswell,  was  going  to  Cape  Spencer,  trusting  to 
the  means  of  escape,  and  a  nominal  depot  left  by  us,  in  1850,  at  that  place; 
the  other  division,  under  Lieut.  Cresswell,  was  to  pass  southward  and 
escape,  if  possible,  either  by  the  Copper  Mine  or  Mackenzie  River.  Sick 
men  had  left  their  hammocks  but  a  few  days,  a  deer  was  hanging  at  the 
mainyard  arm  to  form  their  parting  dinner;  and  Captain  M'Clure  had  given 
his  men  an  address,  in  which  he  told  them  to  remember  that  great  success 
had  been  vouchsafed  to  them  ;  that  God  had  been  verj^  merciful,  only  one 
man  having  died  of  the  original  crew  ;  and  that  if  things  did  look  gloomy, 
they  should  always  bear  in  mind  that  for  every  cloudy  day  there  is  in 
store  a  sunshiny  one. 

There  was,  however,  on  all  their  minds  a  strong  conviction  that  many 
lives  would  have  to  be  sacrificed  in  the  retreat,  especiall}^  in  the  southern 
route  ;  and  we  know  that  the  resources  of  Cape  Spencer  would  never  have 
supported  a  party.  However,  the  arrival  of  Lieutenant  Pim  raised  them 
from  doubt  tg  a  certainty  of  being  saved,  and  great  was  their  joy  at  hearing 
of  the  arrival  and  proximity  of  the  "  Resolute." 

Before  Lieutenant  Hamilton  left,  the  invalids  had  arrived  or  were  hourly 
expected  from  the  "  Investigator." 

I  need  not  say  that  we  slept  little  this  day ;  some  men  were  sent  to  help 
to  bring  up  the  small  sledge  of  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  which  had  broken 
down. 

Looking  to  my  orders  and  other  circumstances  I  decided  on  accom-  j^f'^^lgj^iifjjgij^^*^^'"^^' 
panying  Lieutenant  Plamilton  with  all  despatch  to  the  rendezvous,  place  the  ^"J"' ^^"^  • 
documents  there  in  his  possession,  supply  him  with  provisions  to  reach  his 
sledge,  which  he  had  instructed  to  remain  at  Cape  W.  Warren,  and  for  my 
own  part  continue  the  search  backward  in  such  a  manner  as  would  enable 
Captain  Richards  to  push  direct  for  the  ship  with  his  intelligence. 

7h.  30m.  P.M.  Temperature  -1-  27°.  Wind,  W. ;  2.  o.  q.  g.  m.  8h.  30m. 
Started,  Lieutenant  Hamilton  having  placed  his  light  sledge  gear  upon  my 
sledge,  and  placing  his  two  men  at  our  ropes. 

Sledge  under  sail,  walking  as  hard  as  we  could  keep  putting  our  feet  to 
the  ground.  Assured  myself  of  the  continuity  of  the  beach  line  without 
any  channel  or  inlet  in  this  direction.  The  Remarkable  Bluff  rises  from  a 
snowy  plain,  having  an  amphitheatre  of  hills  to  the  southward,  which  at  a 
distance  looks  like  a  vast  gulf. 

Midnight  Lunched.  Temperature  +  25°.  Wind,  W. ;  2.  o.  c.  v. 

Sunday  Morning,  May  22c/. — Sledge  almost  running  by  itself  before  a 

D  d  4 


(    2Hj  ) 


Lieutenant  Osboru'a 
Journal,  1853. 


eacli  east  of  Point  Dor.nel. 


Visit  the  Boat  Beach  Cache, 
and  start  across  Byara  Martin 
Channel. 


Crogtting  Byani  Murtiii  Clian- 


frcsliciiing  fi,al(',  ouisfilvcs  and  cicvv  barely  able  to  keep  way  with  it;  inded 
for  the  last  hour  we  had  aliDost  to  run,  and  went  fully  '.i  miles  per  hour.  5h. 


til. 


jOm.  halte( 

()h.  A.M.  Temperature  +  24''.   Wind,  W. ;  7-  <J- 
Course,  M.G.  S.  HO".  K.  14  miles. 
Point  a-head.  S.  MO".  K.  (t  rue)  .5'. 

Nofe. — Fomul  to  day  the  lu  ad  of  a  fish  in  a  good  state  of  preservation. 
It  being  much  larger  than  anything  I  had  seen  north  of  Disco,  1  carried 
it  to  the  ship,  and  presented  it  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher  in  July  18.53. 

6h.  30m.  I'M.  Temperature  +  Wind,  W.N.W. ;  6.  cj.  o.  m.  d.  7h. 

Started,  steering  S.  80''  K.  ;  the  weather  very  hazy ;  the  surface  of  the 
snow  hard,  and  the  floe  improving ;  sledge  under  sail,  tlie  party  walking 
at  the  average  rate  of  two  miles  per  hour ;  occasional  snow  squalls  with  much 
drift.    Passed  close  to  the  White  Cliffs,  and  at  midnight  lunched. 

Monday  Morning,  May  I'M. — In  the  course  of  the  morning  landed  at 
Fossil  Point,  and  picked  up  the  specimens  left  here  on  my  outward 
journey.  Lieutenant  Hamilton  tells  me  these  are  the  only  fossils  he  has 
found  or  heard  of  on  Melville  Island  ;  they  are,  so  far,  interesting.  They 
appear  to  lie  in  a  substratum  of  limestone,  which  at  this  point  has  been 
exposed  to  the  action  of  the  oceanic  ice,  and  broken  up  by  pressure,  so 
as  to  allow  me  to  extract  the  shells  embedded  in  it. 

4h.  30ra.  Encamped  near  the  N.W.  extreme  of  Byam  Martin  Channel,  or 
Polar  Strait,  as  it  is  now  called. 

6h.  Temperature  +  21°.    Wind,  W. ;  3.  o.  (].  m.  s. 

Course,  M.G.  S.  80°  E.  11  miles,  and  E.  1  mile. 

Every  night,  after  the  work  is  over,  George  Walker,  carpenter's  mate,  is 
employed  repairing  Lieutenant  Hamilton's  damaged  sledge,  using  for  new 
and  stronger  stanchions  a  batten  (spare)  off  my  sledge. 

P.M.  Temperature  +  23°.  Wind,  W. ;  4.  o.  f.  7h.  Started,  following  the 
coast  round  to  Boat  Beach ;  found  in  places  that  either  tides  or  currents 
had  eaten  away  the  floe  along  the  edge  of  the  hummocks  lining  the 
beach,  and  that  the  water  had  flowed  up.  lOh.  Sighted  the  boat  cache. 
11  h.  45m.  Reached  it,  and  procpcded  to  take  out  5  days'  provisions  for 
my  party,  leaving  .5  days,  for  Captain  Kichards.  Found  everything  quite 
safe  and  untouched  since  we  passed  westward.  Re-secured  everything,  and 
left  a  letter  for  Captain  Richards. 

Midnight.    Temperature  +  15°.    Wind  W.N.A\^  ;  3.  o.  m.  s. 

Tuesday  Morning.,  May  2Ath. —  Started  across  channel.  This  being  the 
birthday  of  Her  most  Gracious  Majesty,  I  took  upon  myself  the  responsi- 
bility of  dividing  our  daily  gill  into  three  portions,  devoting  the  last  to  the 
health  of  Her  Majesty.  Much  alteration  has  taken  place  in  the  state  of 
the  ice  in  this  channel ;  our  old  trails  are  almost  obliterated,  and  a  heavy 
fall  of  snow  is  still  farther  adding  to  the  change. 

4h.  45m.  Halted  and  encamped.  My  leg  is  becoming  much  discoloured 
and  very  painful,  and  needs  rest ;  that,  however,  is  out  of  the  question,  as 
our  provisions  will  admit  of  no  delay  this  side  of  Cape  Fortune. 

6h.  Temperature  -I-  20°.    Wind  W.N.W. ;  4.  o.  m.  s. 

Course,  M.G.    E.S.E.  6  miles,  and  N.E.  5  miles. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +25°.    Wind  N.E. ;  2.  o.  s. 

7h.  45m.  Started,  steering  about  S.  6"  S.  W.  by  compass,  as  near  as  a 
very  hazy  day  and  a  smooth  unbroken  floe,  which  gave  one  nothing  ahead 
as  a  mark,  would  admit  of.    Sinking  Melville  Island  rapidly. 

Midnight.  Temperature  +17°.    Wind  N.E.  ;  1.  s.  o. 


Wednesday  Morning,  May  Ibtli. 

3h.  Observed  Boat  Beach  cairn  - 

Rendezvous  Hill  (query) 

l*'()und  Ihc;  Hoc  becoming  heavier  as  we  advance,  and  there  is  3  inches  of 
freshly  fallen  snow  overlay ing  the  old  sastrugi. 
5li.  10m.  I  laltcd  and  encamped. 


S.  42"  W.,  13  miles. 
N.  20"  E. 
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Observed  the  southern  extremity  visible  of  Melville  Island  to  bear 
S.S.W.  true. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +20°.    Wind,  N.E. ;  1.  o.  s. 
Course  M.G.'  N.  50°  E.  12  miles. 

6h.  30m.  P.M.  Temperature  +23°.    Wind,  N.N.E. ;  3  o.  c.  m. 
7h.  30m.  Started,  a  rapid  change  taking  place  in  the  state  of  the  floe. 
Breeze  freshening.    Saw  occasional  traces  of  our  outward-bound  parties. 
12h.  30h.  Lunched. 

Midnight.  Temperature  +17°.    Wind,  N.E. ;  5.  o.m.  t. 

Observed  the  eastern  shore  for  a  short  time  showing  to  the  S.W.  by  W. 
by  compass. 

Thursday  Morning,  26^/i.    Gale  increasing,  with  much  drift  ;  made  sail,  *^o()f*''gfst^ard°'^^  ^"'^'^^ 
braced  sharp  up,  and  edged  away  so  as  to  keep  making  easting,  the  gale  too        eas  w  r  . 
severe  to  face  it.    Strong  drift,  in  which  we  m.arched  unable  to  see  maii,y 
yards.    At  5h.  50m.  a.m.  encamped. 

7h.  Temperature  +16°.    Wind,  N.N.E.  ;  6.  o.  m.  s.  ;  heavy  drift. 

Course,  M.  G.    N.  65°  E.  1 1  miles. 

7h.  P.M.  Temperature  +1/°.  N.W. ;  b.  c.  q.  ;  heavy  drift.  It  has  been 
blowing  hard  all  day,  with  strong  snow  squalls.  Waited  for  one  hour 
after  breakfast  in  the  hope  of  an  improvement  in  the  weather,  but  finding 
that  hopeless  we  started,  pursuing  the  same  course  as  yesterday,  viz.,  sail 
set  and  braced  up  to  steer  by,  and  ourselves  marching  and  making  as  little 
lee  way  as  possible. 

Midnight.  The  temperature  fell  to  +14°,  and  we  all  felt  the  cold  as 
much  if  not  more  than  at  a  much  earlier  and  more  severe  period  of  the  year. 
The  land  of  Cape  Aldrich  appeared  close  to  on  the  starboard  bow,  showing 
how  much  we  had  been  fairly  blown  to  leeward.  Shortened  sail,  and  hauled 
up  N.  by  E. 

Friday  Morning,  27th. — 4h.  45m.  a.m.  Halted  and  encamped.  ^ff  Cape  Aidrkh,  Bathurst 

6h.  Temperature  +16°.    Wind,  N.W.  ;  7-  to  9-  o.m.  g.  z.  ' 
Course,  M.  G.    N.  6  miles. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +23°.    Wind,  N. ;  4.  o.  c.  m ;  drift. 

7h.  45m.  Started,  steering  for  Rendezvous  Hill,  which  showed  out  of  the 
snow  drift  on  a  North  bearing.  Passed  close  along  shore  after  crossing- 
Mayday  Bay  or  Harbour. 

Midnight.  Temperature  +21°.    Wind,  N. ;  6  o.  q.  s.  z. 

Saturday  Morning,  28th. —  Ih.  a.m.  Limched.    The  breeze  slackened,  Reach  Cape  Success,  and 
and  we  continued  to  push  on  for  the  cache,  which  was  reached  at  7h.  25m.,  J:iSro"rspatchS'' 
after  a  long  and  severe  march. 

Lieutenant  Hamilton  took  possession  of  the  despatches  left  by  Captain 
Kichards  at  the  Rendezvous.  George  Walker  completed  the  defects  of 
Mr.  Hamilton's  sledge,  and  had  made  an  excellent  job  of  it,  rendering  it 
stronger  than  before. 

8h.  Temperature  +18°.    Wind,  N.';  7-  b.  c.  g.  s.  z. 

Course,  M.  G.   N.  12  miles. 

Temperature  +20°.    Wind,  N.E. ;  1.  b.  c.  v. 

I  have  been  very  unwell  all  day,  and  am  still  feverish  and  weak,  occa- 
sioned by  the  state  of  my  right  leg,  which  now  shows  symptoms  of 
erysipelas  or  scurvy — which  of  the  two  I  am  not  doctor  enough  to  tell. 

Opened  the  cache ;  supplied  Lieutenant  Hamilton  with  provisions  ;  took 
4  days'  for  myself,  and  left  Captain  Richards  4  days'.  Lieutenant  May 
having  been  obliged  to  take  all  my  tea,  I  issued  soups  in  lieu.  9h.  Lieu- 
tenant Hamilton  left  with  his  sledge  and  two  men,  carrying  the  despatches, 
and  steering  direct  for  Cape  William  Warren. 

Employed  securing  the  depot.    Sent  a  party  on  the  hill  to  re-erect  the  At  Cape  Success, 
cairn,  which  has  thawed  doivn ;  there  being  nothing  but  earth  in  its  neigh-  "^"^ 
bourhood,  and  the  alternate  falls  of  snow  and  thaws  of  this  season  of  the  ^^"^"""^  ' 
year  destroy  in  the  most  extraordinary  manner  the  m^ost  carefully  con- 
structed cairns.     Examined  the  coast  southward  with  a  party  under 
Thomas  Hall  (gunner's  mate).    He  went  about  8  miles,  and  returned  late. 
Reported  having  been  in  a  ravine  where  several  hares  were  seen,  and  a 
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couple  of  Arctic  owls,  but,  tlicy  IkkI  hccri  iinM,l)le  to  ^v.t  witlilii  shot  of 
them. 

Midnight.    Temperature  +13".    Calm.    b.  c.  v. 

Sunday  Morni'ng,  '29fh. — ^Just  to  the  north  of  Cape  Success,  in  a 
ravine,  a  portion  of  a  tree  (fossil)  was  found  emh(;dded  in  soft  sandrstone, 
apparently  containing  irmch  iron,  and  about  50  or  80  feet  abf)ve  the  sea 
level.  Had'  not  my  attention  been  called  to  the  subject  by  Lieutenant 
Hamilton,  infoi-ming  mc  that  the  "  Investigator"  had  fallen  in  with  similar 
fossil  trees  in  the  sandstone  of  Banks'  Land,  it  is  very  possible  that  we 
should  not  have  found  this,  and  its  discovery  was  owing  to  my  men  and 
not  myself.  They  thought  it  was  iron  in  a  pure  state.  Fossil  bones 
(small)  were  met  with ;  all  those,  I  think,  of  living  animals,  such  as  fox, 
wolf,  and  seal.  Marmots,  deer,  ptarmigan,  and  snow  buntings  were  seen 
to-day,  but  none  procured. 

6h.  A.M.    Temperature  4-20°.    Wind,  N. ;  3.  o.  m. 

Waited  up  all  day  in  the  hope  of  getting  observations  for  latitude  and 
longitude.  A  freshening  gale  with  snow-drift  prevented  me  obtaining 
them. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +22°.    Wind,  N. ;  5,  o.  c.  m. 

Placed  records  and  started. 
Bounding  the  N.E.  extreme  of     Thc  icc  at  the  head  of  tliis  channel  is  decidedly  lighter  than  that  within 
the  Polar  Strait.  it,  and  at  the  points  water  had  overflowed  the  floe  in  several  places  for 

the  distance  of  a  mile.  The  gale  and  drift  increasing,  with  a  damp  cold 
feeling  in  the  atmosphere. 

The  snow  is  going  fast  off  the  land,  and  that  on  the  floe  is  turned  to  a 
dingy  yellow,  the  first  stage  in  its  decay. 

Midnight.    Temperature  +20°.    Wind,  N. ;  6.  to  7.  q.  o.  c.  z. 

Monday  Morning,  May  30th. — 5h.  45m.    Halted  and  encamped. 

6h.  Temperature  +  22°.    Wind,  N. ;  7-  to  9-  o.  c.  q.  z. 

Course.  Rounding  the  N.E.  extreme  of  the  Polar  Strait ;  from  N.  to 
E.N.E.  13  miles. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +20°.   Wind,  N.E. ;  8.  q.  o.  z. 

Breakfasted  and  prepared  to  start ;  but  the  gale  came  down  so  heavily 
with  the  night  that  I  determined  to  take  advantage  of  a  delay  that  was 
now  unavoidable  to  repair  our  clothing  and  boots,  both  of  which  were  sadly 
dilapidated. 

Midnight.    Temperature  +17°-    Wind,  N.E. ;  7- to  9-  q-  Drift. 

Detained  by  bad  weather,  Tuesday  Moming,  May  "ilst. — A  temperature  of  15°  below  freezing 

repairing  personal  equipments,  point  in  the  tent,  and  a  stroug  gale  blowing,  rendered  stitching  w^ith 

needles  by  no  means  an  agreeable  recreation,  and  our  buttons  and  rags 
were  but  roughly  replaced. 

We  have  one  source  of  gratification,  that  this  is  the  first  day  lost  by  bad 
weather  during  the  season  of  1853. 

6h  A.M.  Temperature  +23°.    Wind,  N.E. ;  7  to  9-  o.  (].  z. 
6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  28°.   The  gale  gradually  blew  itself  out  during 
the  day,  the  temperature  rising ;  and,  as  usual,  under  the  latter  circum- 
stance, a  gloomy  overcast  sky. 

Several  deer  grazing  upon  the  higher  grounds  in  the  interior. 
Reach  near  unto  Mount  7h.  Started.    9h-  30m.  obscrvcd  the  following  bearings,  at  a  position 

K'«hanJ«.  \y  miles  N.  108°  E.  (true)  of  Ring  Shoal:— 

Cape  Fortune  summit       -       -    N.  131°  E.  true. 
Mount  Richards  ditto        -       -    N.  143°  E.  ditto. 
'Vhc  next  Point     -        -  -    N.  123°  E.  ditto. 

Took  a  rough  sketch. 


C'ljic  li'ofttine. 


Muiiut  ivicharcls. 


Eounding  ti 
the  Polar  St 


Detained  by 
repairing  pei 


Reach  near  u 
Richards. 
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The  walking  is  becoming  very  distressing  as  we  advance  and  enter  upon 
the  aged  floe  of  Cape  Fortune.  Several  of  the  men  complain  of  aching- 
pains  in  their  knees  and  ankles,  and  I  suffer  much  from  debility,  caused  by 
a  low  fever,  and  much  continued  pain. 

lOh.  I  found  by  accident  one  of  Mr.  Herbert's  cairns ;  it  had  washed 
down,  as  all  the  others  I  had  yet  visited  appeared  to  have  done.  Re- 
constructed it  and  proceeded. 

Midnight.    Lunched.    Temperature  +  22°.    Wind,  N. ;  I.  o.  g.  v. 

Wednesday  Morning,  June  \st. — 4h.  a.m.  Halted  and  encamped.  The 
men  showed  such  symptoms  of  debility  and  hunger  that  I  issued  some 
soups  to-day,  in  addition  to  their  daily  rations. 

A  flock  of  wild  fowl  (geese),  the  first  we  have  seen  this  season,  were 
seen  flying  northward. 

6h.  Temp.  +  27°.    Wind,  N. ;  1.  o.  c.  m. 

Courses,  M.  G.  S.  85°  E.  1^' ;    S.  70°  E.  IV ;    S.  55°  E.   1|' ; 
S.  50°  E.  2' ;  S.  45°  E.6^'.     Total,  la  miles. 
Observed  from  tent — 

Mount  Richards  (solitary)         -       N.  151°  E.  (2'?) 
Mount  Fortune  (summit)  -       N.  143°  E. 

6h.  P.M.    Temperature  +  27°.  Wind,  N.W. ;  3  o.  c.  g.  ;  sleet. 

Strong  gales  from  the  ]N  .W.  during  the  day,  with  much  snow  drift. 

My  foot  too  swollen  to  ascend  Mount  Richards;  two  of  the  men, 
Thomas  Hall  and  William  M'^lrthur,  went  instead,  bringing  me  down 
some  fossils  and  specimens  of  the  rock  in  which  they  were  embedded . 
6h.  30m.  started.  lOh.  crossed  Solitary  Point ;  numerous  fox,  marmot, 
and  ptarmigan  tracks.  The  snow  is  running  off  the  land  almost  as  fast  at 
it  falls. 

Midnight. — Lunched  in  the  middle  of  Fish-hook  Bay.  Temperature 
+  23°.    Wind,  N.W.;  3.  o.  g. 

Thursday  Night,  June  Id. — At  2h.  a.m.  crossed  a  point  to  the  westward  Keach  within  sight  of  the  Cape 
of  Cape  Fortune,  and  sighted  it.    The  v/eather  suddenly  changed  to  haze 
and  heavy  falling  snow.    4  o'clock,  encamped.    Observed  the  cairn  over 
the  cache,  but  no  signs  of  Lieutenant  May.  who  I  hoped  to  have  met. 

Picked  up  a  marmot  or  two  during  the  walk  to-day ;  they  soon  became 
at  ease,  and  ran  about  the  tents  eating  biscuit  dust,  and  were  indifferent  to 
the  handling  of  the  men. 

I  had  occasion  to-day  to  remark  a  phenomenon  which  had  often  called 
itself  to  my  notice  ;  namely,  the  migration  of  the  seeds  of  plants,  for  dis- 
semination would  hardly  serve  to  express  the  extraordinary  passage  of 
these  seeds  from  one  part  to  the  other  of  the  Arctic  regions. 

I  was  not  botanist  enough  to  detect  the  different  seeds  I  saw,  farther 
than  merely  to  distinguish  those  of  the  poppy,  the  willow,  and  the  saxifrage. 
Throughout  my  journey,  especially  prior  to  the  end  of  May,  I  constantly 
observed  these  seeds  passing  over  the  surface  of  the  frozen  floe  under  the 
influence  of  the  wind.  In  the  centre  of  the  Polar  Straits,  and,  whether  far 
off  or  close  on  shore,  these  little  solitary  travellers  would  be  seen  frisking 
along  in  their  own  odd  way,  now  rolling  along  over  a  smooth  space,  then 
lurking  behind  some  hummock  until  a  stronger  eddy  wind  whisked  them  out ; 
and  anon  flying  along  past  us  some  feet  above  the  floe.  A  traveller  in  the 
north,  and  alone,  has  abundant  time  for  thought  and  ample  reason  for  recog- 
nizing the  hand  of  God  in  all  that  surrounds  him,  but  I  saw  nothing  that 
proved  a  more  touching  instance  of  an  Almighty  Providence  than  the 
wisdom  which  had  so  clothed  the  seed  of  the  Arctic  plants  that  it  was 
invulnerable  to  the  bitter  temperature,  whilst  wings,  or  irregularities  upon 
its  surface,  served  like  sails  for  the  wind  to  act  upon.  In  Europe  and  other 
great  continents  we  find  the  birds  serving  Nature's  wise  purpose  in  the 
dissemination.  In  the  tropics  every  unconscious  animal  is  doing  the  part 
of  a  husbandman  ;  in  the  island-spangled  Pacific,  its  warm  waters  and  many 
currents  serve  to  carry  the  cocoa-nut  and  other  plants  to  each  island  as  it 
rises  to  the  surface  ;  whilst  here,  where  man  is  not,  and  animal  life  extremely 
scarce  at  all  seasons,  and  most  so  at  the  time  the  seed  should  be  placed 
ready  to  bring  forth  its  pigmy  offspring,  an  allwise  Providence  causes 
the  strong  winds  of  early  spring  to  denude  the  snow-covered  land,  to  shake 
the  seed  from  the  parent  plant,  and  sweep  it  along  over  a  frozen  high  road 

E  e  2 


(    220  ) 


At  Cape  'Fortune,  or  Clarke, 
Bathurst  Land. 


(the  sea  floe),  until  it  l)ccornes  fixed  in  Hornc  otl)er  spot  by  the  increasing 
moisture  of  the  f>round  or  the  sietion  of  the  Huinnjc.r  tliuws,  a^^ain  U>  vegetate 
and  again  to  go  through  the  same  process. 

6h.  A.M.  temperature  +  2H'\    Wind,  N.W.  ;  2.  o.  c.  g.  m. ;  wleet. 

Course,  M.  C.    S.  45"  E.,  10  miles. 

At  7h.  30m.  1  took  my  chronometer  out  of  the  pocket,  intending  to  take 
siglits,  and  whilst  holding  it  in  my  hand,  observed  it  stop  for  a  few  minutcB 
only;  but  as  this  may  have  occurred  more  than  once,  it  destroys  all  con- 
fidence in  my  sights  for  longitude.  Since  April  25tl),  chronometer  at  times 
showed  2h.  10m.  .54s. 

Thursdaij,  June  2d. — 6h.  p.m.  Temperature  +  .30".  Wind,  S. ;  .3.  f.  s. 
Moved  up  the  remaining  3  miles  to  the  cache ;  saw  several  seals, 
sleeping  upon  the  fioc  without  us,  but  none  of  the  men  could  approach 
them  ;  William  M 'Arthur,  an  old  seal  hunter,  declared  them  to  be  all  saddle- 
backs, a  very  wary  description  of  seal.  I  was  grieved  to  find  that 
Lieutenant  May  had  not  yet  returned  to  replenish  the  depot,  and  felt 
anxious  ;  he  left  this  on  the  1 4th  May,  and  Mr.  Herbert  passed  all  well  on 
the  3rd  of  the  same  month, 

I  determined  to  hold  on  here  one  day,  in  the  hope  of  the  arrival  of  the 
"  Reliance,"  for  it  was  most  important  that  provisions  should  be  so  placed  as 
to  cover  the  retreat  of  Captain  Richards,  and  my  instructions  be  complied 
with  relative  to  the  search  within  the  Deception  Islands,  which  was  at  pre- 
sent impossible.  With  respect  to  the  delivery  of  the  Journal  of  the  "Inves- 
tigator" and  her  intelligence  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  I  felt  that  its  delivery 
for  some  time  at  Northumberland  Sound  was  a  matter  of  secondary 
importance,  unless  Lieutenant  May  took  it  with  him  on  his  return  ;  as  it 
was  very  unlikely  that  Sir  Edward  Belcher  would  return  from  his  journey 
to  the  N.E.  for  some  considerable  time. 

Midnight. — Calm.  Temperature  +  30°. 

Friday  Morning,  June  3d. —  Sent  a  party  on  the  hill  to  erect  a  large  cairn 
and  staff,  and  to  shoot  game.  Examined  the  cache,  found  it  all  safe,  but  only 
just  sufficient  to  enable  me  go  direct  to  Cape  Lady  Franklin.  Secured  four 
days  provisions  for  Captain  Richards.  Obtained  good  sights  for  longitude, 
a  meridian  altitude,  and  a  round  of  angles  with  a  sextant.  9h.  a.m.  parties 
returned ;  those  on  the  hill  had  shot  two  hares,  one  of  them  had  seven  young 
ones  just  on  the  point  of  birth.  I  question  whether  a  hare  ever  has  seven 
at  a  time ;  query,  are  not  Arctic  hares  Arctic  rabbits  ?  These  hares,  four 
ptarmigans,  and  some  concentrated  soups,  made  us  an  excellent  dinner,  to 
which  a  fine  summer's  day,  with  a  rapid  thaw,  added  enjoy ance. 

Animals  seen  and  shot  to  day  : — six  hares  (two  shot),  four  ptarmigans  (all 
shot),  one  flock  of  Brent  geese,  twelve  deer  (one  wounded),  and  many  snow 
buntings,  one  seal. 

7h.  A.M.  Temperature  +  30°.    Wind,  S. ;  6.  b.  c.  m. 

Morning-  Observations. 

Cape  Fortune  (or  Clarke)  Cairn.    At  cache,  A.M.  8h.  app.  time. 

The  Glass  Art.  Horizon.    The  Sun  anything  but  a  sphere.    Index  Error,  20"  sub. 

Chron.  I  Alt. 


1  47  3-5 
1  48  13 
1  49  4-5 


1  52  34-5 
1  54  43 


55  24  30 
55  32  0 
55  39  0 

lo 

0 


55  57 
53  37 


—  c/)  W.  6(r  40'  W. 

—  (/)  N.  66°  W.    Ol  A  to  W.  X  of 
Deception  or  C.  Smart  55. 


Same  Sta,timi,  with  a  g'ood  Ice  Horizon  20  miles  distant. 


Chron. 

O 

o  ' 

Alt. 

2    2  17 

28 

38  0 

2    3  1!) 

28 

40  30 

2    4  1!) 

28 

47  0 

2    5  16 

2S 

54  30 

2    6  55 

28 

56    0        </,  N.  63 

40  W. 

2    9  18 

28 

59    0  —  (/)  N.  63 

20  W. 

2  10  52 

29 

3    0  —     N.  62 

40  W. 

2  Mi  J  9 

—  (•; 

58'^ 

30'  f/)  N.  61"  30'  W. 

a,iid 

0 

0|A  lio  ('.■urii  on  hi 

11  \)\r. 
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Noon,  Mer.  Alt.  © 
'    "  O 

®    71  26  10  —  c/>  N.  S^'  W.  =  Var.  177  W. 


O 


71 

26  10  — 

35 

43  5 

1  30 

25 

41  35 

15  46-1- 

25 

57  21 

54 

2  39  N. 

22 

23  20  K 

Lat.    76  25  59  North. 
Placed  a  careful  meridian  mark  south,  and  observed 
r  fi.   c  ^-^    Q     (  6  to  cairn  on  Mount  Fortune       -       -    32°  25' 
Lett  ot  the  bun  |  ^     summit  of  Solitary  Hill  (Richards)  118°  55' 
The  angle  from  cairn  of  Mt.  Fortune  to  Cape  Eobt.  Smart  136°  30' 
]^ote. — This  spot  must  be  very  nearly  the  Magnetic  Meridian  of  this  parallel. 

Angles  witli  Sextant  near  Cache  Cairn. 
At  8h.  30m.  app.  time,  and  Chron.  2°  16'  19"—^  58h.  30m.    <^  N.  61°  30'  W. 

Obs.  O I  to  cairn  on  Mount  Fortune       -        -  -    94  0 

0|  to  left  V  of  Cape  Robt.  Smart  -  -    55  0 

Angle  from  x  of  Cape  Robert  Smart  to  east  summit  of 

the  same        -  -  -  -  -  -      2  40 

Ditto  ditto  ditto         to  summit  of  White 

Cliffs    -         -  -  -  -  -  -    19  22 

Angle  from  east  summit  of  Cape  Smart  to  summit  of 

White  Clifis       -       -  -  -  -  -    1 6  32 

Ditto  ditto  ditto       to  Cape  Ward  15'    22  23 

Ditto  ditto  ditto      to  near  High  Cliff' 

of  the  Stokes  Range  of  Mountains       -  -  -    31  18 

Ditto  ditto  ditto      to   left   ex.  of 

Erskine  Inlet,  seen  over  the  shoulder  of  this  cape        -    57  0 
Summit  of  Cape  Rob.  Smart  to  Mt.  Richards  summit   -  124  7 

Ditto  ditto      to  high  land  on  east 

~    side  of  Fish-hook  Bay         -  -  -  -    68  7 

Summit  of  Mt.  Richards  to  cairn  up  Cape  Fortune  -  86  45 
Ditto       ditto  to  It.   tangt,    of  high  land 


From  right 
to  left 


of  Cape  Fortune  (east  of  cairn)  -  -         -  101  8 

Ifote. — I  took  a  round  of  bearings  with  the  compass,  but  afterwards  found  so 
much  iron-stone  about,  either  in  nodules  of  a  sandy  texture,  or  in  the  form  of 
pyrites,  that  I  consider  the  bearings  next  to  worthless,  and  have  not  transcribed 
them. 

61i.  P.M.    Temperature  +25°.    Wind,  S.W, ;  1.  o.  m. 

7h.  Left  a  letter  for  Captain  Richards,  and  directions  for  Lieutenant 
May,  should  I  miss  meeting  him,  to  proceed  with  all  despatch  to  Cape 
Lady  Franklin,  and  there  join  me.  Started,  steering  so  as  to  search  the 
headlands  of  the  inlets  to  the  S.W,  and  S.,  Ivceping  withal  a  careful  eye 
to  the  N.E.,  whence  I  hourly  expected  Lieutenant  May.  The  partial  rest  , 
and  change  of  diet  of  yesterday  had  done  me  much  good,  and  my'  leg  was 
easier  than  I  had  felt  it  for  a  long  time  ;  hitherto,  for  the  last  week,  the  pain 
had  been  excruciating.  We  found  the  floe  very  aged  and  heavy,  showing- 
indubitable  proofs  of  its  being  seldom  disturbed  from  its  laud-locked 
position.  Satisfied  myself  of  the  continuity  of  the  land  in  the  inlet  south 
of  Cape  Fortune,  edged  gradually  round  to  the  eastward,  keeping  a  careful 
eye  upon  the  prominent  points,  and  sweeping  every  indentation  carefully. 

Midnight.    Temperature  +23°.    Wind,  S.E. ;  2.  o.  s.  m. 

Saturday  Morning,  June  4th,  a.m. — Day  breaking,  with  every  appearance  Off  Cape  Eipiiingstone. 
of  a  gale  of  wind  from  S.E.  A  fortunate  lift  in  the  sky  enabled  me  to 
obtain  an  excellent  view  of  the  outline  of  the  South,  or,  as  it  is  now 
called,  Erskine  Inlet.  I  regretted  my  inability  to  delineate  its  bold  but- 
tresses and  snow-crowned  hills,  well  marked  with  deep  ravines.  Within 
this  inlet  there  were  several  bays,  but  no  vessel,  unless  she  wished  to  remain 
there  for  ever  (in  all  probability),  would  think  of  going  into  such  cid-de-sacs. 

E  c  3 
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I  am  afraid  to  say  bow  old  the  ice  within  Cape  Fortune  and  f^ape  Ward 
appeared  to  be  ;  tbe  word  /;«/;//  must  suffiee,  for  it  might  have  b(;en  tbree 
or  four  years,  or  half  a  eentury,  there  being,  in  my  opinion,  no  ec^rtain  clue 
to  the  age  after  it  has  seen  a  season  or  two  of  thaws, 

61i.  halted,  after  a  long  and  severe  march  on  a  very  circuitous  route. 

6h.  Temperature  -^28".    Wind,  -\.2H'\    Wind,  S. ;  3.  b.  c.  g.  t. 

Course,  M.G.  10  miles.    Walked,  18  or  20. 

Took  a  round  of  angles,  some  bearings,  and  sights  for  time  ;  but  the 
art.  horizon  at  noon  gave  such  an  erroneous  altitude  for  latitude,  owing  to 
a  slight  fall  of  sleet  upon  the  glass,  that  all  proved  utterly  useless. 

7h.  P.M.  Temperature  +'27".  Wind,  N. ;  2.  b.  c.  v.  Issued  soups  in 
lieu  of  deficient  chocolate.  The  night  magnificently  clear;  verified  my 
angles  to  adjacent  points,  but  unable  to  obtain  a  true  bearing,  on  account  of 
the  heavy  banking  of  the  clouds  over  tlie  sun.  Started,  E.  by  N.,  true,  for 
Cape  Ward.  About  lOh.  p.m.  we  began  to  open  out  a  fine  inlet  leading  to 
the  S.E.,  true.  Hauled  out  for  the  N.E.,  having  only  2^  days  provision 
on  sledge ;  it  was  essential  to  lose  no  time  in  advancing,  should  the 
"  Reliance  "  fail  to  reach  us  shortly. 

Midnight. — Lunched.  Temperature  +2.5".  Wind,  N. ;  2.  b.  c.  v.  A 
magnificent  panorama  of  hill  and  ravine,  inlet  and  harbour,  spread  around 
from  N.E.  round  by  S.  to  W.N.W.  every  point  startlingly  clear,  and  to 
the  E.S.E.  there  showed  out  a  lofty  mass  of  land,  the  highest  I  have  seen 
eastward  of  Cape  Warrender ;  it  could  not  have  been  less  than  3,000  feet 
high.  I  took  such  a  sketch  as  my  pencil  was  capable  of,  and  had  just 
made  up  my  mind  to  march  direct  for  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  when,  to  my 
delight,  I  saw  a  sail  bearing  about  N.N.W. ;  hauling  out  for  her,  we  soon 
descried  the  "  Reliance  "  steering  for  Cape  Fortune. 

Meet  Lieutenant  May  with  the  Swidc/T/  Morning\  Juue  5th.-— At  2h.  I  halted,  and  sent  the  quarter- 
CapeVortunTwhh^P°^^^^        master  and  captain  of  my  sledge  to  desire  Lieutenant  May  to  close  me,  and 

sent  some  hands  to  help  him.  The  remainder  Avere  immediately  put  to 
work,  in  preparing  an  equipment  of  tent  gear  for  the  "  Tender  "  sledge,  the 
season  having  now  arrived  in  which  an  increased  amount  of  work  could  be 
done  by  dividing  my  crew  into  two  parties.  Our  canvas  sail  served  for  a 
tent,  tbe  white  mackintosh  for  a  fioor-cloth,  and  the  felt  blanket  was  more 
than  enough  for  the  covering.  5h.  Lieutenant  May -joined  company.  He 
had  been  detained,  owing  to  having  become  entangled  in  thick  weather  in 
the  S.E.  or  May  Inlet.  From  him  I  heard  of  the  cache  on  Grove  Point 
(East  Osborn  Island)  having  been  destroyed  by  bears,  and  that  the  one  at 
Cape  Lady  Franklin  had  been  attempted,  but  no  injury  done  beyond  a 
destruction  of  fuel.  Received  from  Lieutenant  May  sixteen  days  provisions 
for  eight  men  ;  relieved  him  of  all  responsibility  connected  with  the  placing 
of  provisions  for  Captain  Richards  ;  made  arrangements  for  leaving  six  days 
entire  food  for  Captain  Richards  at  Cape  Fortune. 
6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +29°.  Calm.  b.  c.  v. 
Course,  M.G. 

During  the  day  the  temperature  was  +70°  within  the  tent  with  the  door 
shut,  and  +60°  with  it  open. 

6h.  A.M.  +30°.  Wind,  S. ;  2.  o.  c.  m.  Handed  over  to  Mr.  May 
all  the  documents  received  from  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  consisting  of  a 
journal  of  H. M.S.  "Investigator's"  proceedings,  a  small  chart,  and  a  pencil 
note  from  Connnander  Richards,  all  open  ;  these,  together  with  a  note  from 
myself  {vide  A])pendix),  I  enclosed  in  a  cylinder,  and  directed  to  Captain 
Sir  J^^dward  Belchei'.  I  then  gave  him  verbal  instructions  to  proceed  in  the 
execution  of  the  second  clause  of  his  instructions  received  from  Captain 
Richards ;  taking  care  to  run  no  uncalled-for  risk  in  crossing  Queen's 
('hannel,  should  he  find  the  ice  bi'caking  up.  9h.  We  all  started,  parting 
compfUiy  ;  .los.  Organ  in  cliarge  of  the  "  Tender,"  with  two  men,  and  vic- 
tuidled  for  six  days,  taking  provisions  back  to  (Jape  Fortune,  and  with 
orders  to  search  the  b;iy  now  known  as  Sulivan  Inlet.  Myself  and  foiu- 
renrtaining  hands  proceeded  to  esta!)lish  anotlier  cache  for  (Captain  Richards 
on  ('api'.  Rol)ert  Smart,  niul  to  search  the  southern  coast  of  Helen  Island. 
With  respect  to  I'-rskine  Inlet,  I  dcK'ided  that  it  was  waste  of  time  and 
rations  goirjg-  round  a  gulf,  wiiich,  from  its  direction  and  the  state  of  the  ice 
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in  it,  was  not  likely  to  have  been  entered  by  Franklin  ;  and  with  respect  to 
May  Inlet,  Lieutenant  M.  had  sufficiently  searched  it.    There  w^as,  how- 


ever,  plenty  to  do  between  me  and  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  having  only  eight 
days  available  provision.  Midnight ;  temperature  +27°.  Wind,  S.W. ; 
4.  o.  m.  t. 

Monday  Night,  June  Ih.  lunched.    Lost  sight  of  the  "  Tender."  f^^'lJ  Jllg'^g^^'er^^^ ap^^^^ 

Observed  Mr.  May's  party  to  shoot  a  bear.  Weather  suddenly  came  in  t^ne,  wwist  we  proceed  to 
very  thick,  blowing  fresh,  with  much  snow.    Found  the  surface  of  the  floe  Cape  Robert  Smart 

E  e  4 
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very  soft,  as  we  neared  Cape  Roljcrt  iSmart,  sledge  sinking  in  up  to  her 
battens,  and  quite  as  irmeli  as  we  eould  get  her  along  without  /naking  a 
standing  pull  of  it.    (iale  increasing.    5h.  4()m.  iialtcd  and  encar/iped. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature    .     Wind,  S.W.  ;  o.  s.  q. 

Course,  M.Ci.  N.  65°  K.  9  miles. 

The  "  Tender  "  S.  65°  W.  V.]  miles. 

Mondf/;//,  Jiuie  iStli,. — p.m.  'i'emperature  +  30'.  Wind,  W. ;  4.  o.  m.  f. 
7h.  started.  Observed  the  "  Reliance"  pass  northward  of  Cape  Smart,  and 
shut  us  in.  Found  the  snow  very  soft  and  sludgy;  the  floe  aged  and 
humraocky.  lOh.  3()m.  reached  the  land  near  a  large  ravine  between  Cape 
Smart  and  the  Steep  Cliffs ;  after  some  search  found  a  place  for  the  cache, 
about  1  mile  or  so  to  the  west  of  the  ravine,  and  40  feet  above  the  sea. 
Lunched. 

Reached  Cape  Robert  Smart  Tuesday  Moming',  June  7 til. — Prepared  a  four-day  depot  of  provisions, 
to  establish  a  depot.  and  tluce  of  rum,  for  8  men,  placed  it  in  cache,  and  commenced  a  large 

cairn  over  it,  to  secure  it  from  bears  and  wolves.  Examined  the  south  coast 
of  Helen  Island.  Weather  very  inclement  and  damp.  My  leg,  which 
promised  to  improve,  has  relapsed,  and  I  have  literally  to  drag  it  after  me 
with  some  pain,  and  I  fear  Simon  Dix  (R.M.)  shows  similar  symptoms. 
Birds  appear  very  plentiful  here.  Ptarmigan  are  breeding  around  us  on 
the  ridges  of  the  hill ;  8  or  9  were  shot  by  George  Wicketts  and  Jas.  Hall. 
The  first  phalaropes  I  have  seen  this  season  are  flying  about,  uttering  their 
shrill  curlew-like  call,  and  snow  buntings  come  and  feed  around  us,  with 
their  cheering  and  pretty  pipe.  Wild  fowl  were  seen  passing  to  the 
N.W.  ^  . 

A.M.  6h.  Temperature  +  26°.  Wind,  W. ;  1,  to  4.  o.  m. ;  snow 
squalls. 

Angles  observed  from  place  of  observation.       ^  ^ 

From  Cairn  to  W.  X  of  Cape  Smart  3'        ,  -  -  -  114  22  0 

Ditto       to  W.  X  of  near  Islets  4'          -  -  -  120  5  0 

Ditto       to  centre  of  far  Islet        _          -  .  _  1.30  20  0 

From  W.  x  of  Doubtful  Head  (Cape  Ware)  to  Steep  Cliff  x 

(Helen  Island)        -          -          -          -  -  -      75  41  0 

Cape  Elphingstone  to  Steep  CM'  (Helen  Island)  -  -      79  30  0 

From  X  Cape  Smart  to  summit  of  Cape  Fortune  (Clarke)  -      55  05  0 

From  Cape  Fortune  to  Cape  Elphingstone       -  -  27  27  0 

Ditto  to  Cape  Sophie          -          -  -  18  52  30 

Ditto  to  east  point  of  Elphingstone  Inlet  -  40  58  0 

Ditto  to  X  W.  of  Cape  Ware          -  -  44  37  0 

From  X  W.  of  Cape  Ware  to  X  E.  of  Point  Grove    -  -  511G  0 

Ditto  to  centre  of  Balcarris  Island  (Coin)  66    0  0 

^  J  to  extremes  of  the  South  Lai-d  -  62  25  0 

^^^^^"^  {  seen  in  May's  Inlet         -  -  58  30  0 

Ditto  to  E,  X  of  Helen  Island,  visible  -  76  45  0 

Ditto  to  Cairn  on  Steep  Cliff      -  -  87  40  0 


Obs.  for  longitude  at  Cache  Cairn  Sh.  SOm.  a.m.  ;  ice  horizon,  4'  distance ;  index 
error,  1'  20"  sub. 

Chvon.  0  Alt. 

li.    ni.    s.  oil, 

2  .56  36-5  —  33  36  O-, 

2  57  37  —  33  38    0  ' 

2       37  —  33  40  25  )■  Nole— 'No  compass. 

2  59  36  —  33  41  30  | 

3  0  38  —  33  44  oJ 


3    4    8      —    33  51  30       10  to  oaira  on  depot  77°  36'. 
Noon. — Ice  liorizoi)  .*{.';  miles  distiuit. 
OUs.  Mer.  Alt.  35"^  59'  cj)  N.  5'  W. 
O 

Tuesdaij,  Jane  7t/i'.—v.M-  6h.  Temperature  +  28°.  Wind,  N.E. ; 
.'*>.  1),  c.  V.  Very  clear;  made  a  hurried  breakfast,  shut  up  the  tent,  and 
ascended  ('ape  Smart  to  construct  a  beacon,  lleachcd  a  beacon  which 
had  been  constructed  by  Or.  L}'all  on  his  return  ;  proceeded  to  enlarge  it 
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with  blocks  of  coarse  sandstone,  which  were  easily  procurable  around  it. 
Observed  the  folloAving  angles : — 

o  / 

From  summit  of  Cape  Fortune  to  Mount  Richards       -    20  54 
Ditto        to  W.  X  of  land  visible  -       -       -        -    25  0 

Ditto        to  depth  of  Sulivan  Inlet        -       -       -    11  54 

Ditto         to  Cape  Sophie     -       -       -       -         -    19  57 

Ditto        to  Cape  Elphingstone      -       -       -       -    28  19 

From  Cape  Elphingstone  to  W.  x  of  Ware  Point        -    27  20 
Ditto                        to  E.  side  of  Ersldne  Inlet,  the 

W.  shore  of  it  shut  in   26  20  ? 

A  sudden  dense  fog  put  a  stop  to  farther  observations. 
Employed  erecting  the  cairn  ;  I  find  that  it  has  been  visited 
by  either  Mr.  Herbert  or  Lieutenant  May. 

Wednesday  Morning,  June  8th. — Came  in  with  cold  and  Heig^^i^^^'" 
much  wind.  Foiled  in  my  hopes  of  an  extensive  view  from 
Cape  Smart,  I  started  away  with  my  men  for  the  eastward, 
scaling  the  steep  cliffs ;  crossed  the  noble  ravine  before 
mentioned;  there  were  cliffs  of  ice  in  it  full  150  feet  high, 
and  an  immense  accumulation  of  snow,  already  soft  and 
dangerous  for  crossing.  In  one  place  a  herd  of  deer  had 
recently  been  crossing,  and  had,  from  appearances,  escaped 
with  much  difficulty.  Gale  still  increasing,  with  much 
snow  ;  found  the  high  land  almost  entirely  formed  of  yellow 
sandstone  ;  fossil  shells  plentiful  to  a  height  of  800  feet 
above  the  sea,  all  of  one  species,  the  ordinary  bivalve  so 
common  in  England.  Reaching  with  much  difficulty  a  spot 
adapted  for  a  cairn,  erected  one,  and  after  waiting  for 
a  while  in  hopes  of  the  gale  abating,  we  returned  at  6h.  a.m. 
to  the  tent,  heartily  tired,  and  myself  and  Simon  Dix  dead 
lame.  Shot  9  ptarmigan  to-day  ;  Brent  geese  and  phala- 
ropes  plentiful  but  very  shy, 
I  6h.  Temperature  +  29°.  Wind,  N.W. ;  8.  q.  f. ;  sleet. 
^  Course,  M.G.  15'.  Walked  across  country  and  along 
°  the  beach. 

^     Tender  travelling  round  Sulivan  Inlet.    14  miles. 
^     6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  28°.    Wind,  calm  ;  b.  c.  v. 

g  Observed  from  Tent.  ^  ^ 

0  That  the  entrance  of  May  Inlet  subtended  22  40 

1  That  ditto  of  Erskine  Inlet  -  -  9  25 
s  That       ditto       of  Sulivan  Inlet     -     -  16  3 


goose. 


XL 


Whilst  at  breakfast  Geo.  Wicketts,  A.B.,  shot  a  Brent 
Added  a  few  more  stones  to  the  depot,  and  started 
for  the  southward,  via  Cape  Ware ;  a  laborious  march  of 
some  hours  showed  me  I  should  only  do  so  at  the  risk  of 
knocking  up  my  party  without  any  commensurate  ad- 
vantage. 

Midnight. — I  felt  very  ill,  and  in  the  morning  hauled 
to  the  northward,  so  as  to  catch  the  Tender  as  she  came  to 
the  N.E. 

Wind,  W.S.W. ;  6.  o.  g. ;  sleet.    Temperature  +  30°. 

Thursday,  June  Qth. — a.m.  Examined  roughly  the  coast  Cross  over  to  Point  Ware,  and 
east  of  Point  Ware ;  hauling  out  gradually.    5h.  encamped,        eastwar  . 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +  31°.  Wind,  W.S.W. ;  9-;  sleet 
squalls. 

Sledge  J.  B.  Course  M.G.  5  miles  S.-easterly"!  Tender, 
,,  5   ,,   N.-easterly_f  7  miles. 

Noon. — Obs,  Mer.  Alt.  in  the  Glass  Art.  Hor.  Index 
error  1'  20"  sub. 

Obs.  Alt.  I  72°  15'  =  lat.  76°  33'  N. 
Ff 
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In  Strait  of  Sir  "William 
Parker. 


The  surface  of  the  glass  horizon  was  so  instantaneously  covered  with  a 
fihn  of  ice,  in  consecjuence  of  the  sun  acting  ufjon  the  snow  drift,  that  the 
above  latitude  has  an  error  sornciwhat  eonsi(leral)le. 

P.M.  Temperature  +  27^  Wind,  W. ;  8.  q.  ;  sleet  and  rain.  Blowing 
very  hard  throiigliout  the  day  ;  water  commencing  to  make  its  appearance 
upon  the  land ;  yesterday,  in  the  a.m.  walk,  we  found  a  little  under  the 
snow  upon  the  floe.  Moved  up  with  difficulty  under  the  Steep  Cliff 
(east  extreme),  looking  out  anxiously  for  Tender. 

Midnight. — ^Teinperature  -h  2.5".  Men  to  the  northward,  erecting  a 
cairn. 

Friday,  June  U)th,  a.m. — A  truly  unpromising  June  day;  the  relapse 
in  temperature  and  weather  is  very  trying  at  this  period  of  the  year, 
accompanied  as  it  is  by  much  wet.    4h.  encamped, 

6h.— Temperature  +  29'.  Wind  W.  by  N. ;  7-  to  9- ;  sleet  squalls.  We 
found  to-day  that  the  Steep  Cliffs  were  almost  entirely  formed  of  sand  and 
limestone,  the  former  superimposed,  and  the  latter  of  a  dark  close-grained 
slaty  nature. 

During  the  day  we  were  awoke  by  the  return  of  the  Tender ;  they,  like 
ourselves,  had  suffered  from  the  bad  weather  lately  experienced,  and  the 
constant  wet  state  of  their  clothing  and  bedding  had  told  upon  all ;  Joseph 
Organ  had,  however,  effectually  executed  the  duty  I  sent  him  upon. 
Sulivan  Inlet  had  been  carefully  examined  throughout  the  coast  line,  with- 
out any  traces  being  found,  and  Captain  Richards  had  six  days  full  rations 
placed  at  Cape  Fortune  cache. 

The  following  was  an  abstract  of  their  work,  which  I  have  attached  to 
the  daily  work  done  to  the  party  : — 


Tender,  "  Pioneer"  (junior). 

June  5th.  Reached  land,  Cape  Fortune  - 

,,    6th.  Round  Sulivan  Inlet 
„    7th.  Do.  do. 

„    8th.  Completed  cache  and  went  eastward 

„    9th.  Marched  for  Cape  Smart 
„  10th.  Do.       Steep  Cliff   -       -  - 

Total 


walked  13  miles. 
„     14  „ 


55 


14 
7 

13 

5 

66" 


Searching  Sir  W. 
Straits. 


They  saw  several  deer,  2  burgomasters,  2  hares,  and  found  ducks, 
phalaropes,  and  snow  buntings  very  numerous  on  the  low  land,  which  lies 
round  Sulivan  Inlet,  within  its  entrance. 

Noon,  with  ice  horizon,  4'  dis.  Obs.  mer.  alt.  O  36°  14'  30" 
=  76°  35'  44"  N.    Bearing  cf>  N.  7°  W.  =  Variation  173°  W. 

Course,  M.  G.  4'  E.  and  4'  W.  =  8  miles. 

6h.  P.M. — Temperature  +  30°.    Wind,  S.E.  ;  3.  o.  g.;  sleet.  Joseph 
Organ  is  suffering  from  a  painful  affection  of  his  lower  jaw,  causing  the 
gum  to  separate  from  the  teeth.     8  or  9  o'clock,  started  to  the  eastward, 
Parker    searching  the  northern  shores  of  Sir  W.  Parker's  Strait  with  the  sledge, 
myself  examining  carefully  from  every  eminence  the  south  coast  of  the  same. 
Midnight. — Lunched.    Temperature  +  29°. 

Saturday/,  June  1 1  fJi. — 2h.  30m.  a.m.  Reached  Seal  Point,  and  observed  the 
next  point  to  bear  S.  58°  W.  by  compass,  or  N.  68°  E.  true ;  the  Sisters  in 
line.  5h.  encamped ;  saw  three  reindeer  crossing  the  floes  together  from 
the  southward ;  went  after  them,  but  could  not  get  within  shot ;  they  were 
evidently  going  off  totlie  islands.  Several  seals  were  seen  on  the  ice  of  this 
eiianncl,  l)ut  nothing  that  we  could  do  coidd  bring  us  within  killing  distance 
of  these  creatures  ;  their  watchfulness  being,  no  doubt,  their  great  defence  | 
against  Ixiars  and  other  aninuiJs  in  these  regions. 

6h.  Tc;(nperature  I-  30".    Wind,  S. ;  1.  o.  c.  m.  v 

Course,  M.  (i.  N.  45"  E.  ;  7  miles.  ' 

6h.  I'.M.  Temperature  +  30".  Wind,  N.N.W. ;  2.  o.  c.  m.  Very  warm 
during  the  day ;   slept  with  tent  door  wide  open.    Articles  on  the  solid 
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ice  whether  light  or  heavy,  sank  in  1|-  inches.  7h.  started.  9h.  opened 
the  West  Sister  of  the  east  extreme  of  Deception  Island,  and  bearing 


S.  44°  W.  by  0.    Floe  very  heavy,  people  and  sledge  sinking  deep  at  every 
pace,  and  wet  up  to  their  hips. 

Midnight.^ — ^Thick,  rolling  fogs.  Lunched. 

Temperature  +  34°.    V/ind,  N. ;  2.  f.  s. 

Sunday,  June  I2th. — About  3h.  a.m  the  mist  lifted,  and  the  snow  ceased  ;  ^"p^' 
found  we  had  been  making  the  circuit  of  a  wide,  shallovf  bay,  on  S.E.  side  «  • 

of  Helen  Island  ;  from  its  extreme  east  point  struck  southward,  to  erect  a 
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cairn  and  form  a  cache  on  the  main  land,  due  south  of  the  Sisters  Hills. 
4h,  30m.  encamped  after  a  severe  day's  work  ;  all  hands  complaining  of 
pains  in  the  knees  and  ankles  from  being  constantly  wet,  and  wading  tlirough 
the  tenacious  snow. 


S.E.  extremity  of  Helen  Island  from  Point  Morshead.    June  12th  1853. 

6h.  Temperature  +  30'.    Wind,  N.N.W.    Misty,  and  snow  squalls. 
Course,  M.  G.  N.  74°  E. ;  10  miles. 

P.M.  Very  clear  since  4  o'clock.  Obtained  an  excellent  view  of  the 
land,  and  saw  the  Gale-o'-Wind  Mountains  to  the  S.W.  Secured  two  days 
provisions  for  Captain  Richards  in  a  cask,  and  started  to  place  it  on  Point 
Morshead. 

7h.  Temperature  +  SQ\  Wind,  E. ;  1.  b.  c.  Passing  fog  ;  by  midnight 
reached  Point  Morshead,  fogs  having  rolled  rapidly  in  upon  us  in  succession 
since  the  evening  set  in. 

Ofif  the  south  coast  of  the  West  Midnight. — Temperature  +  27°.  Wind,  S.E. ;  1.  b.  v.  Passing  fogs. 
Sister.  Observed  the  following  compass : — 

Bearings  from  the  cache. 

West  X  of  Sisters  -  -    S.   5°  W. 

X  of  Island  to  the  N.E.       -     -    S.  15°  E. 
Cape  Halkett     -  -  -    S.  12°  30'  E. 

Left  the  Tender  and  two  men  to  complete  the  cairn,  and  started  for  the 
Sisters  Hills  to  the  northward.  To-day  was  the  first  day  we  had  had  water 
fit  to  drink  off  the  floe,  and  dispensed  with  thawing  snow  in  consequence ; 
it  had  formed  in  holes  that  had  been  made  by  the  sinking  of  gravel  into  the 
floe  during  some  past  season.  The  holes  formed  reservoirs  of  about  4  inches 
diameter,  and  a  foot  in  depth.  Besides  a  drink,  the  novelty  of  water  to  wash 
with  was  a  luxury  duly  appreciated  by  us.  6h.  encamped  a  mile  short  of 
the  land.  Crossed  two  fox  tracks,  and  those  of  wolves  and  marmot,  going 
off  to  the  island. 

6h.  Temperature  +  28°.    Wind,  S.W. ;  1.  b.  c.  v.  (great  mirage). 

Course,  M.  G.  S.E.,  6  miles  \ 

N.,  6    „    J  Allies. 

Examining  the  Sisters  Island     Monday,  June  I3th. — P.M.  6h.  Temperature  +29°.  Wind,  N.W.;  3.  b.  c.  v. 

and  the  Brother.  Breakfasted,  and  then  proceeded  on  shore  to  ascend  the  West  Sister.  This 

hill  proved  to  be  much  steeper  than  it  looked  in  the  distance.  Sent  men  to 
examine  a  small  cairn  seen  to  the  east,  and  search  coast  line.  The  land  was 
fast  increasing  in  barrenness  as  we  approached  the  Queen's  Channel,  and  that 
horrid  limestone,  of  which  we  have  such  a  dislike,  increases  in  quantity  at 
every  mile  we  advance.  On  the  summit  of  the  hill  I  took  a  round  of 
angles  and  some  bearings.  The  night  was  raw  and  the  wind  sharp,  with 
rolling  mists  from  the  northward,  that  made  me  strongly  surmise  the 
existence  of  water  in  that  direction.  Temperature  +24°.  Observed  the 
distant  land  about  Northumberland  Sound,  though  unable  to  discern  the 
different  points.  Had  a  good  view  of  Young  Inlet,  and  observed  there 
were  no  islands  within  tliose  already  seen  by  us  on  our  outward  route.  To 
the  north  the  packed  ice  appeared  in  a  far  more  advanced  state  of  decay 
than  that  to  the  southward.  Numerous  cracks  radiated  off  from  the 
islands,  and  through  them  the  melting  snows  had  all  escaped,  leaving  the 
sea-ice  blue  and  denuded.  Land  was  visible  from  N.  by  E.  to  N.N.W., 
a  portion,  doubtless,  of  the  distant  shores  of  North  Cornwall.  Erected  a 
large  cairn  and  ]vit  a  notice  of  our  visit.  Descended.  The  men  from  the 
eastward  inror/ned  me  of  the  cairn  in  that  directum  having  been  built 
by  Lieutenant  May,  and  although  there  was  a  gun  and  flannel  bandages  as 
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arranged,  I  was  sorry  to  find  no  bear  fat.  Finished  searching  the  western 
part  of  the  Sisters,  and  returned  to  the  sledge. 

A.M.  6h.  Temperature  +24°.    Wind  W. ;  2.  o.  m.  g. 

Course,  M.  G.  Walked,  by  people  of  the  sledge,  10  miles  in  straight 
lines,  going  over  nearly  20  miles. 

Observations  of  the  j  yth  and  14th  June. 

Angles  at  tent  meridian  mark,  a  natural  mark  over  Cape  Morshead,  Bathurst 
Land. 

Objects  left  of  the  (p.  Objects  rigid  (or  W.)  of  the  (j>. 


59 
20 


To  Point  Herbert  ?  -  -  48 
To  S.  X  of  Helen  Island  -  61 
To  Remarkable  Hill,  Helen 

Island  -        -         -    67  18 

Summit  of  N.E.  x  in  line 

with  nearest  point  of  Helen 

Island  -         -         -  120  20 

From  S.  X  of  Helen  Island  to 

West  Point,  Sisters  Island    82  58 


To  depth  of  Shamrock  Bay  -  33  19 

East  X  of  Shamrock  Bay     -  59  59 

To  W.  X  of  Allard  Island     -  68  19 

To  summit  of  ditto       -      -  73  9 

To  W.  X  of  Harwood  Island  71  50 

Summit  of  Point  Ashington  -  91  20 
From  W.    x    of  Harwood 

Island  to   S.   x    of  East 

Sister  HiU  -  -  75  46 
From  do.  Harwood  Island  to 

S.  X  of  W.  Sister            -  106  18 

Do.  to  W.  X  Sisters  Island  -  143  23 
From  W.  x  Sisters  to  Cape 

Halkett           -       -       -  6  42 

At  tent  station,  2,300  paces  due  S.  of  cairn  on  West  Sister  Hill. 

June  mh.— Noon.  Good  ice  horizon,  7'  distant.  Obs.  Mer.  Alt.  0  36°  26'  30"  = 
Lat.  76°  34'  N.     N.  12°  W.  =  Var.  168°  W. 

Note. — The  thaw  to-day  was  so  rapid  in  the  sun  that  I  found  it  impossible  to 
keep  a  glass  artificial  horizon  level. 

Measured  a  base  200  yards  in  a  direct  line  for  Sisters  Cairn,  and  noted  the  two 
angles  as  follows  to  ascertain  height. 


AB 
a 

b 

X 

Ans.  X 


200  yards, 
3°  55'  30". 


4°  20'  0". 

the  West  Sister  required. 
  425*9  feet. 

A  B  jb 

Angles  obtained  at  cairn  on  summit  of  the  West  Sister  Hill. 

The  cairn  2,300  yards  due  north  of  tent,  and  from  it  the  north  extremity  of 
High  Britannia  Land  seen  bearing  N.  60"  E. 

o  / 

Angle  from  x  of  Britannia  Land  to  High  N.  x  Deception  (East)      -    32  0 
Do.  do.  to  Steep  Cliff  in  Britannia  High  Land  -     9  0 


From  Tent 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 


to  W.  X  of  Harwood  Island 
to  E.  X  of      do.  do. 
to  S.  X  of  Point  Webb 
to  W,  X  of  Allard  Island 


to  summit  of  ditto  _  _  - 

to  depth  of  Shamrock  Bay        .       _  - 
to  Cape  Mary  _  _  -  . 

to  summit  of  East  Sister 
to  summit  of  the  Mother 
to  N.  X  of  East  Deception  Island 
From  N.  x  of  East  Deception  to  East  tangent  of  the  Brother 
Do.  to  N.  X  of  do. 


Do. 


to  West  tangent  of  do. 


From  TentX  to  N".  x  of  Cape  Halkett,  Helen  Island 

Do.  to  farthest  N.  x  visible 

Bearincr  of  a  centre  line  cutting  the  Brother  Island 


60  37 

66  49 

69  35 

63  21 
68  50 
30  12 
54  27 
86  29 

103  8 

112  40 

10  43 

36  0 

64  40 


-  115  0 

-  110  8 
N.  27°  E. 


The  annexed  were  all  that  I 
could  obtain.  The  lamd  on  the 
far  side  of  Young  Inlet  shut 
across  from  Cape  Mary  to 
Allard  Island,  and  was  from 
15'  to  18'  distant;  Allard  Island 
is  8'  to  10'  distant;  Harwood 
Island,  4'  distant.  The  Bro- 
ther is  about  \\  miles  long  N. 
and  S.,  and  -J  from  W.  to  E. 
A  channel,  100  yards  wide, 
exists  between  the  Sisters  and 
Brother,  and  a  similar  one  be- 
tween the  Mother  and  Sisters. 


Tuesday,  June  14^/i.-Up  all  the  past  day  in  hopes  of  obtaining  altitudes  '^ZZ^ol^Zt^r.^'^^^ 
of  the  sun  for  latitude  and  longitude.    Heavy  rolling  fog  banks  prevented  through  between  the  Mother 

TTiP  nbfninino-  miv  a"*!  Sisters,  and  then  turned 

me  O  Draining  any.  ,p       ,  o        eastward  and  encamped  on  ex- 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +30°.    Wind,  N.W.;  4.  o.  fp.  q.    Atter  breakiast  treme  north  of  Osborue  Group. 
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From  Camping  Place. 

True. 

Summit  of  Cape  Lady 

Franklin  -  -  S.  72°  E. 
Centre  of  Richards 

Island  -     -  S.  60°  E. 


Searching  for  a  cache  of  pro- 
visions left  hy  Lieutenant  May 
on  the  Osborne  Islands. 


Rf«rch  Allard  and  TTarwood 
IfdandH,  Finish  that  of  the 
OHhorne  Oronp,  ond  erect  a 
fnini,  &c. 


started,  intending'  to  pass  with  the  sled^^e  between  Ilarwood  Island  and 
the  main,  but  found  the  Hoc.  pei-f'eetly  i)n[)aKHalj]e,  the  half-thawed  Bnow 
and  water  rising-  up  to  our  hi|)s,  and  two  of  the  party  !)eeoniing  (juite  larne. 
Made  the  sledge  haul  out  to  tlie  iiortliward.  J^^xamined  the  south  coast 
of  East  Osborti  Island  from  an  inlet  to  the  W.  x  oi  the  Mother ;  passed 
round  it,  and  struck  again  to  tlie  eastwai'd,  round  Hoskyn  Bay.  As  night 
advanced  the  weather  came  in  very  bad ;  dense  fog  with  a  N.  W.  gale ; 
obliged  to  coast  along  close  in  shore. 

Midnight.  Lunched  in  the  bight  of  the  bay.  Temperature  +27'.  Wind 
N.W. ;  3.  q.  f.  s.  Many  recent  traces  of  deer  about  us,  and  a  boatswain 
bird  was  seen  to-day. 

Wednesday/,  June  I5t/i. — a.m.  "^rhe  ice  graduall ,  improving  as  we  go  to 
the  northward,  and  off'  the  beach  of  northern  coast  of  Osborn  Islands  the 
change  was  delightful  from  wading  through  heavy  sludge,  sometimes  up  to 
the  shin  and  then  to  the  hip,  to  a  clean  hard  floe  of  blue  ice,  without  a 
single  particle  of  snow  upon  it ;  the  snow  having  all  melted  and  run  off 
through  the  numerous  cracks  which  ran  of!"  into  the  pack  northward.  Some 
of  these  cracks  were  as  much  as  we  could  jump.  The  ice,  however,  varied 
in  thickness  from  6  to  8  feet,  upon  a  single  and  clean  edge. 

4h.  Observed  a  cairn.  Halted  and  encamped.  Sent  men  to  examine 
it ;  they  found  no  document.  We  afterwards  found  it  had  been  constructed 
by  Dr.  Lyall's  party. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +33^    Wind,  W. ;  4.  f.  q. 

Course  M.  G.  5  miles  northi  ,  ^  n     j.  ^ 

5  miles  east    [        went  over  nearly  lb  miles  to-day. 


Bearings  observed  at  Gun  Point,  East  Sister. 
P.M.  14tli  June. 


True. 

S.  62°  W.  3'  or  4' 
S.  79=  E. 
S.  160°  E.  ^' 


Webb  Point,  extreme  S.        -        -       -       _       .  _ 
Near  Point  of  south  part  of  East  Osborn  Island 
Summit  of  Mother  _____ 

Extremes  of  Harwood  Island  -       -       -        -       "  |  s'    53°  e' 

Direction  of  the  channel       -       -       -       -       -  -    N.    1 5°  W".  |' 

P.M.  6h.  Temperature  +  30°.  Wind,  W.  ;  6.  to  8.  o.  m. 
8h.  Started  to  the  westward.  Simon  Dix  looking  very  ill,  and  quite 
lame ;  I  do  not  like  putting  him  on  the  sledge,  for  the  same  reason  that  I 
have  avoided  doing  the  same,  although  the  men,  to  their  credit,  proposed 
some  days  ago  that  I  should  do  so — namely,  that  extra  weight  will  run  a 
chance  of  disabling  the  remaining  men,  and  that  I  have  little  doubt  with 
rest  and  lime  juice,  to  soon  put  my  crew  in  an  efficient  condition,  at  Cape 
Lady  Franklin.  Their  present  debility  I  impute  to  the  change  of  diet 
from  pemmican  to  preserved  meats,  and  as  we  only  receive  |;lb.  of  the  latter 
daily,  there  is  a  great  lack  of  necessary  food  for  sustaining  their  strength 
during  the  most  trying  season  of  the  year.  Crossed  some  cracks  in  the 
young  floe  full  two  feet  wide.  9h.  30m.  Halted  at  No.  1  cache.  Found  in 
it  a  gutta  percha  case,  much  torn  by  bears,  containing  bread  60lbs. ; 
potatoes  5pbs. ;  chocolate  61bs. ;  sugar  3glbs. ;  tobacco  21bs.  3oz.  ; 
salt  lib.  4oz. ;  mustard  7^oz. ;  and  1  case  of  sugar  pemmican.  Remained 
for  two  hours  searching  for  fuel,  rum,  tea,  and  bacon ;  found  neither.  After 
digging  up  carefully  around  the  cache,  proceeded  close  along  shore, 
examining  every  likely  spot  for  a  cache. 

Thursday,  June  iQth. —  a.m.  After  lunch  we  continued  our  search,  and  at 
5h.  halted,  having  in  our  rout?  southward  had  again  to  wade  through  deep 
sludge  and  water.  A  heavy  N.W.  gale,  with  hail  storms,  rattling  about 
our  ears  since  midnight.    Saw  several  bear  tracks. 

6h.  A.M.  Tcm])erature  +  30".    Wind,  W. ;  8.  to  9-  g.  h. ;  sleet. 

C'ourse,  M.  (>.   Walked  about  14  miles  to-day,  following  the  beach  line. 

Having  no  bread  tins  morning  meal  or  breakfast,  I  issued  pemmican  in 
lieu,  and  having  no  tea,  we  drank  chocolate  after  our  last  meal  instead  of  it. 

P.M.  i\h.  Tempei-atui'e  f  33.\" ;  Whid,  W.  ;  5,  o.  c.  v.  A  rapid 
thaw  on  land  and  floe,  everything  streaming  with  water.  As  one  of 
the  men  remarked,  "  It  must  have  been  very  like  this.  Sir,  the  morning 
after  the  Deluge."  Aft,(>r  break liist,  left  Simon  Dix  in  charge  of  the 
tent,  and  divided  the  crew  into  two  parties.    One  to  go  round  by  Allard 
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Island,  the  other  with  me  coastwise  to  Point  Webb  and  Harwood  Island. 
Observed  several  deer  on  the  island ;  wounded  one  of  them  severely,  but 
he  escaped.  Fhalaropes  and  sanderlings  numerous.  Saw  two  burgo- 
masters. Swept  a  fine  bay,  and  found  a  fine  harbour  in  the  south  side  of 
the  island,  nearly  connecting  itself  with  Cator  Harbour.  Built  a  cairn, 
and  observed  bearings  from  S.  summit  of  an  intervening  ridge. 
Midnight. — •Temperature  +  26°.    Wind  (as  in  p.m.) 

Friday,  June  V]th. — a.m.  Found,  on  a  point  about  50  feet  above  the  sea, 
the  crown  and  shoulder  bone  of  a  whale.  They  had  the  appearance  of  being 
almost  in  a  fossil  state  ;  a  portion  of  the  angle  of  the  bladebone  I  carried 
off  as  a  specimen.    4h.  a.m.  returned  to  the  sledge. 

At  5h.  the  other  party  returned,  having  visited  the  islands,  and  found 
the  cache  under  what  I  took  to  be  natural  rock,  or  a  landmark  of  Mr.  May's. 
Some  of  the  men  went  out  to  shoot. 

6h.  Temperature  +  34.    Wind,  W.  Weather  6.  to  8.  o.  q.  h. 

Course,  M.  G. — In  different  directions  round  the  bays,  and  Allard  and 
Harwood  Islands,  full  14  miles. 


Bearings  taken  on  Summit  Point  Webb 

Compass.  True. 

Summit  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin     -       -    S.   80°  W.  -    S.   83  E. 

Extreme  of  ditto  -  -    S.  76  W.  -    S.  87  E. 


Extremes  of  Allard  Island 


/  N.  .31  W.  -  S.  14  E. 
1  N.  61  W.    -    S.  44  E. 


Summit  of       ditto  -        -        -    N.  46  W.    -    S.   29  E. 

Extremity  of  Ricards  Island      -  "[  s'  8  2  w'    "    S    81  E 

Depth  of  Young  Inlet       -  -       -    N.  25  W.    -    S.     8  E. 

Sisters  HiUs,  in  line       -  -  -    K  60  E.     -  N.  103  W. 

Remarkable  Hill,  Helen  Island      -       -    N.  64  E.     -  N.  99  W. 

Point  Mary  inhne  with  Point  Webb(cent.)    N.  20  E.     -  N.  143  W. 

The  Dwarf?         -  -  -       -    N.  78  W.   -  S.    61  E. 

South,  coast  of  Sisters,  Mother,  and  the  land 

west  of  Point  Webb  in  line        -       -    N.  79  E.  ?  -    N.  84  W. 

Bearings  from  Whalebone  Point,  now  Point  Ashington. 

Compass.  True. 


Cape  Deception      -       -  -  -S.     7W.    ^  — 

Webb  Point,  extreme         -  -       -    N.  29  E.  2| 

Cairn  on  summit  -  -  -    IST.  80  E.  1^ 

A  furious  gale  raging  all  day,  the  tent  poles  complaining,  and  I  anticipated 
every  moment  seeing  the  back  of  the  tent  blown  in. 

6h.  p.m.  Temperature  +24°.   Wind,  W.N.W. ;  2.  o.  g.  f. 

7h.  Started  for  Ricards  Island,  wading  through  snow  and  water  in  a  fnTcr^^hi^y  ^''^^"''^^  'Mvikx 
thick  pulpy  state,  wet  through,  of  course,  and  very  cold.    Dense  fogs  came  *°  '^'""^^"S 
in  with  the  night.    Coasted  round  the  island ;  its  outline  very  tortuous. 
The  water  last  season  appears  from  the  state  of  the  ice  to  have  washed  up 
to  the  north  side  of  this  island,  and  thence  westward  to  the  north  shore  of 
the  Osborn  Group.    Observed  four  tracks  of  bears  going  northward. 

Midnight.— Temperature  +28°.    Wind,  W. ;  2.  f. 

Saturday,  June  I8th. — 2h.  a.m.  Satisfied  myself  of  the  perfect  connexion 
of  Cape  Lady  Franklin  with  the  main  land  to  the  southward.  Found  the 
channel  between  Cape  Lady  Franklin  and  Ricard  Island  about  1|  miles 
wide.  5h.  Halted  and  encamped  on  the  floe  for  the  last  time  this  season, 
the  ice  being  now  no  longer  fit  to  lie  down  upon  in  consequence  of  the 
quantity  of  water  upon  it. 

8h.  Observed  the  depot  cairn  bearing  east. 

6h.  a.m.  Temperature  +31°,    Wind,  calm ;  snow  and  mist. 

Course  M.G.,  12  miles,  Easterly.    Walked  16  miles. 

6h.  p.m.  Temperature  +32°.    Wind  S.E. ;  1.  b.  c.  v. 

6h.  30m.  Started  for  the  depot.  The  night  beautifully  clear,  but  although  R«acf»  Cape  Lady  Frankim. 
the  whole  of  the  north  coast  about  Northumberland  Sound  is  visible,  it  is 
extremely  difficult  to  make  out  one  point  from  another  beyond  the  fol- 
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lowinji-,  which  form  good  ol)jccts : — Sophia  Bluff's,  Long  Island,  Crescent, 
and  Pioneer  Island.  The  floe  is  very  much  eraf:k(;d,  hut  the  ice  is  hard 
and  crystalline  ;  the  snow  has  almost  all  flowed  oil"  it  down  the  cracks. 

lOh.  40m.  Land,  and  ascended  the  slope  to  the  depot;  Ibimd  all  untouched 
since  Lieutenant  May  left.  Pitched  the  tent  carefully,  and  trenched  round 
it  to  carry  of  the  water. 

Midnight. — Temperature  +30".    Calm,  b.  c.  v. 

Sunday  Morning,  June  l^fh. — To-day  being  Sunday,  I  deemed  it  right 
to  make  it  a  day  of  rest,  and  to  render  up  to  Almighty  Gorl  our  grateful 
thanks  for  Mis  kind  providence,  up  to  the  present  stage  of  our  journey.  A 
fine  running  stream  of  fresh  water  down  an  adjacent  ravine  enabled  us  all 
to  make  copious  personal  ablutions,  nmch  needed,  as  it  may  be  supposed,  and 
a  general  change  of  under-garments  made  it  cjuite  a  day  of  happiness  for  all 
the  party. 

Noon,  Sunday. — With  artificial  horizon  glass  and  sextant  angles  from 
meridian  mark  ^  at  noon. 


Left  or  Easterly. 

To  East  Cairn,  Lady  Franklin       -        -          .          .  . 

19 

0 

II 
0 

Cresent  Island,  South  x        -          -          -          -  - 

135 

32 

0 

Pioneer  Knob,  summit       -          -          -  - 

L30 

0 

0 

North  X  of  Britannia  High  Land         -          -          -  - 

122 

8 

30 

Highest  summit  of  ditto       -           _                      >  . 

120 

46 

0 

Mount  Britannia  Cairn          -            -           _          _  _ 

117 

41 

0 

Sir  John  Franklin  or  Percy  Mount  ?            _           _  _ 

.96 

55 

0? 

North  ex.  of  Spit  Island          -          -          -          -  - 

119 

19 

0 

Nose  or  Sophia  Bluffs,  S.E.  X  - 

86 

39 

0 

S.E.  extreme  visible  of  Northern  Coast       -  - 

68 

21 

0 

Nose  or  Sophia  Bluffs,  N.W.  x          -          -          -  - 

89 

54 

0 

Angle  from  Crescent  Island  N.  X  to  Pioneer  Knob 

11 

40 

0 

Ditto    ^   to  Pioneer  Island,  South  extremity       -       -  > 

125 

47 

0 

Angle  to  right  or  westward  of  ^  to  N.  X  visible  of  Eastern  Island 

of  the  Osborn  Group          _        _  _ 

106 

2 

0 

Note. — The  cairn  on  Mount  Britannia  was  distinctly  visible  to  the  naked  eye, 
although  34  miles  distant. 

Observed  meridian  altitude,  index  error  1'  20"  sub.  ^  73°  19'  O", 
lat.  76°  34'  4"  N.,  ^  N.  19°  W.,  variation  161°  W. 

The  above  was  taken  under  the  most  favourable  circumstances,  such  an 
artificial  horizon  could  be  used  in  this  region,  and  every  care  taken  to 
level  the  instrument,  yet  the  reflected  sun  was  very  unlike  a  sphere, 
and  not  creditable  to  Messrs.  Watkins  and  Hill. 

Eesting  at  Depot. 

Kestiogat  Cape  Lady  Franklin.     6h.  A.M.    Temperature  +  36°.    Wind,  N.W. ;  1.  Hazy. 

As  the  sun  rose  from  the  northern  part  of  his  daily  circuit,  his  power 
began  to  tell  upon  the  snow  of  the  land  in  a  most  astonishing  way,  obliging 
us  to  deepen  our  trench  to  prevent  accidents. 

Read  the  Divine  Service  for  to-day  from  the  Common  Prayer  Book  and 
Bible. 

A  herd  of  fine  deer  came  within  50  yards  of  our  tent,  and  many  more 
were  seen  feeding  upon  the  heights. 

Noon.    Observed  for  latitude,  and  took  a  round  of  angles. 

6h.  P.M.    Temperature  +31°.    Wind,  W.N.W. ;  2.  b.  c.v. 

Simon  Dix  is  looking  very  ill ;  he  has  a  low  fever,  his  face  expressing 
much  distress,  and  l)0(ly  cmaciatecL  The  leg  is  quite  black  from  just 
below  the  knee  upwards  to  the  thick  part  of  the  thigh  ;  below  that,  down  to 
the  instep  of  the  foot,  it  is  of  an  unhealthy  looking  red  colour,  the  whole 
much  swollen,  and  the  skin  tight,  feverish,  and  hard  to  the  touch.  I  have 
prescribed  double  allowance  of  lime  juice,  such  soup  (concentrated)  as  I 
nave  got  left,  and  perfect  rest,  with  warm  foot-baths. 

M()nd(vii,  .Time,  2{)Ui. — a.m.  Sent  two  hands  to  tiy  and  procure  game. 
About  hiili'an  ineli  of  ice  formed  in  the  shade  diu'ing  tlie  night. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +29".  Wind,  W. ;  5.  o.  c.  m.  Sleet.  Cleared 
awiiy  the  dc[)6t,  and  found  it  h;id  been  much  disturbed  by  wolves  or  foxes. 
The  seal  oil  cakes  ibr  Ca])tain  lUchards  were  very  many  of  them  missing. 
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Held  a  survey,  calling  in  Jos.  Organ  (S.  Q.  M.),  Thos.  Hall  (G.  M.),     Proceedings  of  Com- 
and  Saml.  Walker  (Carp.'s  Mate),  to  hold  it.  "gander  Sherard  Osborn. 

Mahogany  plank,  whale  boat,  15  feet,  8  feet  beam,  4  oars,  2  broken.  Held  a  survey  on  the  contents 
Casks,  8  in  number,  containing  bread  and  small  stores  all  safe,  a  of  grand  depot, 
little  damp;  142  preserved  meat  tins,  lbs.  each;  1  can  of  lime  juice 
(leaky)  ;  5  cases  bacon  ;  1  cask  of  rum,  incomplete ;  1  case  of  stearine, 
(the  original  ullage),  with  30  lbs.  left  in  it ;  1  case  of  stearine,  marked 
100  lbs.,  had  had  25  lbs.  removed  from  it,  and  a  small  box  in  which  there 
were  12  cakes  of  sterines  and  wicks  (sans  fat).  Two  kegs  of  seal  oil, 
78  lbs.  ;  4  boxes  wood  matches ;  1  wax  and  a  few  wicks.  Some  scraps  of 
half  eaten  cakes  of  fuel  for  Mr.  Carr's  lamps  were  found.  Supplied 
myself  with  provisions  as  annexed,  and  opened  everj^thing  out  for  the 
sun  to  dry  it. 

I  have  taken  as  little  fuel  as  possible  (15  days  only),  but  there  will  only 
remain  62  days  for  8  men  at  the  depot. 

P.M.  6h.  Temperature,  +30°.    Wind,  S.W. ;  i.  o  c.  v. 

Wishing  to  give  Simon  Dix  rest,  and  to  put  our  boots  and  clothing  in  a 
state  of  perfect  repair  for  going  to  the  S.E.  without  loss  of  time,  I  decided 
upon  taking  Thomas  Hall  (gunner's  mate),  and  George  Wicketts  (A.B,), 
and  proceeding  to  finish  the  examination  of  Young  Inlet  and  Cracroft 
Sound,  whilst  the  remaining  hands,  under  the  direction  of  Joseph  Organ, 
captain  of  the  sledge,  got  the  gear  into  a  state  of  efficiency ;  the  carpenter 
repairing  the  broken  oars  of  the  boat,  and  fitting  the  boat  with  a  mast, 
boat-hook,  &c.,  ready  for  service,  as  well  as  patching  up  the  sledge,  some- 
what shaken  by  the  journey.  I  took  the  small  hand  sledge  (provisioned 
for  6  days),  with  a  three-men  tent,  and  a  waterproof  sheet. 

About  7h.  P.M.  started  to  the  westward.  Saw  some  seals  amongst  the  the  west  extreme  of  Capo 
hummocks,  but  they  would  not  let  us  approach  them.  The  fearful  pres-  Lady  Franklin  Peninsula, 
sure  of  the  last  winter,  which  caused  such  enormous  piles  of  ice  to  accu- 
mulate upon  the  northern  and  eastern  shore  of  the  Franklin  peninsula,  had 
had  no  effect  upon  its  western  face,  and  the  wall  of  hummocks  ceased 
about  4  miles  westerly  of  the  depot  cairn,  whence  an  aged  floe,  deep  in  half- 
decayed  snow,  and  showing  no  signs  of  vitality,  filled  Young  Inlet  in  every 
direction. 

Midnight.    Temperature,  +24°.    Wind,  S.W. ;  1.  o.  c.  v. 

Tuesday,  June  215#,a.m. — Lunched  on  the  neck  communicating  with  a  fine 
lake  about  a  mile  and  a  half  long  (N.and  S.)  and  three  quarters  of  a  mile  E. 
and  W.  Ascended  the  west  and  highest  point  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin  to  erect 
a  cairn,  as  agreed  upon  with  Captain  Richards.  Many  birds  flying  about, 
especially  wild  fowl,  such  as  ducks  (eider  and  king  eider),  &c.,  Brent  geese  ; 
they  were  evidently  looking  for  a  breeding  place,  and  were  very  shy  indeed. 
Ptarmigan  were  less  wary,  and  we  shot  one  or  two  walking  up  the  hill,  and 
I  am  led  to  think,  from  some  of  them  we  saw,  which  rather  ran  along  the 
ground  than  flew,  and  whose  legs  were  (unlike  the  majority)  denuded  of 
feathers  and  the  feet  very  callous,  and  sinews  of  the  legs  much  developed, 
whilst  the  birds  themselves  were  lean  and  out  of  condition,  whereas  in  some 
other  ptarmigan  nothing  could  have  been  finer  than  their  flesh  or  plumage, 
that  there  are  two  sorts  of  ptarmigan  in  these  regions,  the  one  a  migratory, 
the  other  a  stationary  bird,  which  burrows  in  the  snow  during  the  winter, 
and  braves  an  Arctic  winter.  One  thing  is  undoubted,  that  ptarmigan  have 
been  occasionally  seen  throughout  the  winter  by  the  "  Investigators," 
"  Resolutes,"  and  "  North  Stars,"  and  it  appears  unlikely  that  the  weak  or 
sickly  birds  left  behind  by  the  broods  on  the  approach  of  winter  should  be  able 
to  endure  a  climate  which  the  strong  full-fledged  birds  are  known  to  avoid. 

On  the  top  of  the  peninsula  I  erected  a  cairn,  and  obtained  some  bear- 
ings, although  I  fear  my  compass  has  begun  to  lose  its  magnetic  force 
from  coming  constantly  (by  accident)  in  contact  with  iron  bodies,  such 
as  guns,  kniveSj  &c.  I  saw,  to  my  astonishment,  a  large  body  of  water  in 
the  Queen's  Channel,  extending  from  S.  50°  E.  to  S.  73°  E.  (true),  it  was, 
however,  very  distant,  15  or  20  miles.  Returned  to  the  sledge  and  tent 
at  5h.  A.M.  Saw  that  the  plants  were  commencing  to  go  into  flower ;  the 
first  saxifrage  flower  I  have  seen  this  season,  forms,  like  the  first  of  the  sun, 
the  first  snow  bunting,  and  the  first  thaw,  so  piany  epochs  in  ihe  monotonous 
round  of  the  Arctic  seasons. 

II.  G  g 
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These  bearings 
are  not  very 
trustworthy, 
the  compass 
was  sluggish 
in  the  ex- 
treme. 


< 


rrocoGdhigsof  Com-  6h.  A.M.  Temperature,  -f  31 Wind,  S. ;  4.  to  7-  o.  c.  q.  SkaL  Dist. 
manJcr  Sherar.l  Qsborn.  ^  ^     Walked  about  10  iniles  in  (lireet  lines,  and  about  15  miles  in  all. 

Blowing  very  hard  during  the  day. 

Bearings  observed  on  west  summit,  X.  Cape  Lady  Franklin : — 

(True.) 

Extremes  of  Crescent  Island       -  -  -  -       -    8.  133    0  E. 

Ditto  ditto  -  -  -  -  -  -    S.  135    0  E. 

Centre  of  Exmouth  Island       -  -  -  -         -    S.  1 32    0  E. 

Pioneer  Island,  Knob  summit    -        -  -  -  -    S.  125  40  E. 

N.  X  of  Britannia  High  Land    -  -  -  -        -    8.  H  9    0  E. 

Britannia  Mount  Cairn          -          -          -          -          -  S.  116    0  E. 

•  North  ex.  of  Spit  Island       -          -          -  8.  117^  0  E. 
High  part  of  Franklin  Peninsula,  in  line  with 

depot       -         -         -         -          -  8.    97    0  E. 

Ex.  of  Ricard's  Island       -          -            -  N.  129    0  W. 

Ditto       -       -          -          -       -  N,   91    0  W. 

Cape  Sophia,  Young  Inlet       -          -       -  N.  137    0  W. 

Extremes  of  Conical  Island  (AUard's)          -  N.  100    0  W, 

Ditto   N.  108    0  W. 

Extremes  of  East  Osbom  Island       -          -  N.    73    0  W. 

Ditto                 -          -        -  N.    86    0  W. 

East  ext.  Shamrock  Bay,  Cape  Mary           -  K    95    0  W. 

Sophia  Bluffs,  S.E.  high  ex.       -        -        -  S.     96^  0  E. 

Ditto       N.W.  high  ex.         -            -  S.     90    0  E. 

An  island  in  the  Queen  s  Channel    -      -  S.  79°  &  70    0  E. 

Cape  Becher  (query,  Dundas  Island  ?)  -       -  8.    73    0  E. 

Extremes  of  an  island  (?  Jolxn  Barrow  Island)  S.    57    0  E. 

Ditto       -        -          -          -  8.    65    0  E. 

Extremes  of  an  island  (?  Parker  Island)  8.  16°  E.  &  8.  176'  W. 

Point  Joy,  Loney  Island        -          -        -  S.    55    0  E. 

Cliff  Head  (Bathurst  Island),  E  X    -          -  S.    52    0  E. 

Cairn  on  Point  Webb  (summit)       -           -  0  0 

_  North  summit  of  East  Osborn  Island           -  N.   75    0  W 

Assured  myself  of  the  continuity  of  the  land  in  Young  Inlet,  and  examined  its 
beach  line  carefully  with  a  glass. 

Examining  Cracroft  Sound  and  6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  33°.  Wind,  S.  ;  3.  to  5.  o.  c.  q.  The  gale 
Young  Inlet.  slackened.    Started  for  the  S.W.  extreme  of  the  Franklin  Peninsula,  and 

examined  the  shores  of  the  lake ;  it  was  filled  with  very  old  ice  covered 
with  aged  knolls,  from  which  I  infer  it  seldom  thaws ;  found  an  opening 
10  yards  wide,  in  which  the  vrater  was  running  to  the  southward  under  an 
upper  crust  of  snow.  Whilst  scaling  a  glacier  of  small  size,  which  fringes 
the  west  side  of  this  lake,  I  was  astonished  on  taking  up  a  handful  of  snow 
to  find  the  particles  filled  with  living  creatures,  of  a  black  colour,  about 
half  the  size  of  a  small  flea,  and  very  like  them  or  shrimps  in  shape ;  they 
moved  about  rapidly,  searching  apparently  for  food  amongst  the  crystals  of 
ice  into  which  the  decaying  snow  was  being  formed,  prior  to  entire  dissolu- 
tion. I  collected  a  considerable  number  of  these  little  creatures,  but 
having  no  box  fitted  for  preserving  them  in,  they  were  nearly  all  lost  or 
much  injured.  Struck  off  across  Cracroft  Inlet  for  Cape  Sophia.  After  a 
while  we  found  it  impossible  to  cross,  we  sunk  up  to  our  waists  in  water 
and  snow,  and  the  little  sledge  nearly  went  out  of  sight ;  throwing  ourselves 
on  our  bellies  we  managed  to  half  swim  and  half  wade  out  of  the  mess,  and 
I  turned  eastward  to  coast  round  Sophia  Sound. 

Midnight.    Lunched.  Temperature  +  32°.  Wind,  S.  ;  o.  c.  q. 

Wednesday^  June  22d,  a.m. — Crossing  the  mouths  of  ravines  we  broke 
in  through  the  upper  crust,  and  had  practical  proof  that  there  was 
plenty  of  water,  and  cold  too,  running  underneath.  Several  deer  were 
seen,  docs  with  their  fawns  mainly,  feeding  on  the  neighbouring  hills ; 
i)ut  they  were  very  shy,  and  no  sooner  saw  us  tlian  they  fled  out  of  sight. 
Vegetation  was  al)undant  for  this  neighbourhood.  1  saw  saxifrage,  two 
species  of  grass,  poppies,  aneinonies,  dwarf  willows,  tripe  dc  roche,  sorrel, 
and  great  quantifiers  of  moss  and  licliens. 

'lli.i'.M.  encamped.  All  of  us  very  cold  and  heartily  tired,  what  with 
being  wringing  Avet  from  our  waists  downwards,  and  having  waded  through 
d(!cp  (h'cnyc^d  snow  all  day.  A  fine  bu(;k,  doe,  ;uid  fawn  came  in  sight,  but 
mow  jnade  off  again ;  one  of  tlie  men  suggesting  drily  that,  perluips,  they 
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knew  we  were  on  fib.  of  preserved  meat  and  bread,  and  would  have  sharp     Proceedings  of  Com- 

appetites,  mander  Sherard  Osborn. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +  32i°.  Wind  S.  S.E. ;  6.  to  9-  o.  e. q.  Course,  M.  G.   

Walked  round  the  inlet,  and  across  Cracroft  Sound,  1 1  miles.  Blowing 
very  hard  during  the  day. 


6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  27°.    Wind,  S.S.E.  ;  7  o.  c.  v. 

Examined  the  sounds  and  fords  adjacent,  without  finding  any  traces  of  ^^^^^  Saffron  ffiii,  and  finish 

,■1         •.        ■,.  ,  .11  ,1  o./  examination  of  the  neiglibour- 

tne  missmg  ships  ;  and  ascertamed  beyond  doubt  that  there  was  no  commu-  ing  fords  and  coast  line, 
nication  with  the  waters  of  Queen's  Channel  or  which  rendered  Cape  Lady 
Erankhn  an  island.  Ascended  a  hill  on  the  isthmus,  now  Saffron  Hill ;  ob- 
tained a  capital  view  of  the  Sound  throughout  its  length,  and  observed  that  the 
heavy  gales  of  the  last  forty-eight  hours  had  brought  the  water  much  closer 
to  the  Cape.  It  was  a  cheering  sight  to  see  the  blue  water  dancing  again 
in  sunlight,  and  to  watch  the  floe  pieces  sailing  across  the  channel  from 
point  to  point.  12  miles  to  the  south  of  us  I  saw  the  floe  ceased,  and  that 
my  journey  towards  "  Goodsir's  Farthest"  must  be  with  a  boat. 


Midnight. 


Temperature  +  30°.    Wind,  S.E. ;  4.  o.  g.  q.  v. 


Thursday,  June  23d,  a.m.  —  Constructed  a  cairn  on  Saffron  Hill, 
and  after  finishing  the  search,  struck  across  the  isthmus  into  Queen's 
Channel ;  went  down  to  the  southward,  to  the  bottom  of  the  Steep  Cliff 
Bay,  and  then  returned  northward.  The  isthmus  is  composed  of  lime- 
stone, slaty,  in  ridges  running  north  and  south,  and  about  50  feet  above 
the  sea.  Saw  numerous  herds  of  deer ;  counted  on  one  occasion  not  less 
than  fifteen  does  with  as  many  fawns.  Approach  to  them  was  however 
impossible ;  the  little  creatures  were  the  first  to  take  flight,  and  ran  on  one 
occasion  2  miles  without  a  check,  on  sighting  me:  all  these  fawns  had  been 
but  lately  dropped.  Crossed  the  footprints  of  four  large  bears  and  one  cub 
to-day. 

5h.  Halted  and  encamped  at  extremity  of  Franklin  Peninsula.    6h.  Tem- 
perature +  36°.    Wind,  S.S.E. ;  6.  o.  q.  v. 

ri^„^„^  A  T\-  i\/r  o  miles  in  distance  for  course. 

Course  and  Distance  M.G.   .  .  ■{       • .         .  r^i,  ^ 

]_    vide  Iract  Chart. 

A  rapid  thaw  during  the  day  was  brought  to  a  perfect  rush  of  water  off  Return  to  tiie  grand  dep6t. 
the  land  by  the  fall  of  rain,  which  commenced  at  4h.  p.m.    The  effect  was 
truly  marvellous ;  the  pent-up  ravines  rushed  with  a  shout  to  the  sea, 
launching  gravel,  ice,  and  snow  before  its  waters.  The  floe,  which  yesterday 
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was  in  alternate  patches  of  snow,  sludge,  and  water,  became  to-day  one 
great  sheet  of  fresh  water,  varying  from  1  to  ."i  feet  in  deptli,  out  of  which 
the  hummocks  rose  like  islands  in  a  mimic  sea. 

6h.  1  emperature  +  37".    Wind,  S.S.VV. ;  4.  o.  g.  r. 

The  rain  increased  as  we  hurried  the  finishing  of  our  cairn,  which  done, 
we  struck  ofl'  on  the  floe,  keeping  close  to  the  land  edge  of  it,  where  the 
waters  were  running  off  rapidly  through  the  tide  cracks.  Some  of  the 
openings  were  quite  as  much  as  we  could  do  with  a  running  leap;  and  on 
reachinf>-  the  landing-place  abreast  the  depot,  I  found  the  whole  body  of 
ice  had  moved  off  the  distance  of  5  or  6  feet :  this  occurred.  Organ  told 
me  in  the  gale  of  the  21st  inst.  Bridged  the  crack  with  the  large  sledge, 
and  crossed.    Midnight,  reached  the  depot. 

Temperature  +  34°.  Wind,  S.;  4.;  raining  heavily,  with  occasional  squalls 
of  sleet  and  hail. 

Friday,  June  24th,  a.m. — I  found  all  the  repairs  well  and  efficiently 
executed,  whether  of  personal  or  general  equipment,  and  the  men  generally 
better  for  the  rest  they  had  had.  Simon  Dix,  however,  had  improved 
nothing,  and  but  for  his  good  spirits  would  have  been  worse  than 
he  appeared.  The  urgency  of  the  service  upon  which  I  was  employed, 
and  the  necessity  for  completing  the  search  of  Queen's  Channel  by  the 
15th  July,  about  which  time  I  expected  Captain  Richards  to  arrive,  made 
me  decide  that  that  service  should  be  proceeded  upon  at  once,  and,  ill  as  I 
could  afford  it,  to  leave  Joseph  Organ  in  charge  of  the  invalid  and  depot. 
Taking  with  me  the  remaining  five  men,  and  a  boat  equipped  as  light  as 
possible,  I  hoped,  aided  by  water  along  shore,  to  complete  the  search  with 
twenty  days'  provision,  that  being  as  much  as  we  could  drag,  the  weight 
being  made  up  to  250  lbs.  per  man,  or  50  lbs.  more  each  than  they  had 
originally  left  the  ship  with. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +  37°.    Wind,  S.;  4.  o.  q.  p. 

Course  and  distance,  M.G.    Westerly  5  miles. 

Angles  observed  at  Low  East  Cairn,  Cape  Lady  Franklin. 


Orand  dcjiot, 
I'riuiUlin.  'J'he 
Cliariiicl. 


From  Pioneer  Knob  to  Joy  Cape  X 

85 

30 

Ditto 

to  Cliff  Head  summit 

97  30 

Ditto 

to  Highest  part  of  Mount  Joy 

92 

25 

Ditto 

to  Cape  Sir  John  Franklin 

33 

28 

Ditto 

to  extremities  of  J ohn  Barrow  Island 

52 

6 

Ditto 

Ditto 

63 

20 

Ditto 

to  extremities  of  Parker  Island  (nearly) 

69 

10 

Ditto 

P  Ditto 

80 

40 

From  Saffron  Hill 

.  A    to  extremity  of  Cape  Joy 

86 

30 

From  Cape  Joy  x  to  depth  of  Eider  Bay 

56 

0 

Ditto 

to  extremities  of  North  Eider  Island 

14 

54 

Ditto 

ditto 

20 

0 

Ditto 

to  extremities  of  South  Eider  Island 

5 

36 

Ditto 

ditto 

9 

29 

From  Cape  Jov  X  to  North  X  of  Spit  Island 

71 

50 

Ditto 

to  Cape  Sir  John  Franklin 

51 

55 

From  South  summit  of  Cliff  Head : 

Ditto 

to  Point  Pleasure 

13 

45 

Ditto 

to  Cape  Joy,  extreme 

12 

37 

Ditto 

to  N.  X  of  Spit  Island 

82 

22 

Ditto 

to  Cape  Sir  John  Franklin 

64 

20 

-ady 


6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  36°.    Wind,  E. ;  1.  b.  c.  v. 

Sent  a  party  to  erect  a  cairn  and  staff  on  the  east  summit  of  Cape  Lady 
Franklin.  The  remaining  hands  got  the  boat  down  to  the  floe  edge  from 
off  the  depot.  Completed  provisions  to  the  15th  July  1853.  Pitched  the 
tent  afresh  on  liigher  and  drier  ground,  and  made  arrangements  for  the 
comfort  and  safety  of  the  sick  man  and  the  petty  officer  in  charge  during 
my  absence.  I'repared  the  equipment,  &c.,  of  the  boat,  as  arranged  in  the 
first  ])age  of  this  journal. 

Midnight.    Temperature  +  35° ;  calm,  b.  c.  v. 

Sfilurdfiy,  June  2t^tJi,,  a.m. — Ascended  the  high  land  to  the  cast  cairn, 
!tti(l  obtained  some  iuigles.  Passed  a  spot  in  whicli  wolves  had  lately 
])ulled  down  a  deer  and  devoured  it.    Saw  water  to  have  extended  from 
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Spit  Island  half-way  across  the  channel.  The  islands  of  Barrow  and 
Parker  were  in  a  large  body  of  water.  Rolling  mist  occasionally  im- 
peded the  view,  but  Exmouth  Island  was  distinctly  seen,  with  the  loom  of 
the  coast  of  North  Cornwall,  bearing  as  far  as  N.  (true)  of  our  present 
position.  Returned  to  the  tent.  Plenty  of  birds  are  seen,  but  few  shot ; 
we  have  eider  ducks,  brent  geese,  phalaropes,  boatswain  birds,  sanderlings, 
and  glaucus  gulls,  which  latter  evidently  feed,  amongst  other  things,  upon 
the  marmots  or  lemmings  so  common  in  these  regions.  No  ptarmigan  have 
been  lately  seen,  although  the  saxifrage  is  now  in  full  leaf  and  flower ;  and 
remarkably  pretty  it  is  too,  with  its  delicate  purple  and  violet  flowers. 
6h.  A.M.  Tmperature  +  32°.    Wind,  S.E. ;  1.  p.  f. 

Angles  observed  at  East  Summit  Cairn  : 


From  West  Summit  cairn  to  Saffron  Hill 
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Ditto 


to  Pioneer  Island 


Ditto 
From  Saffron  Hill 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 
Ditto 

(Questionable)  Ditto 


to  Observation. 


to  summit  of  Cliff  Head 


to  X  Cape  Joy  (?)--- 
to  South  X  of  Eider  Isles  - 
to  North  X  of  ditto     -       -  - 
to  North  X  of  John  Barrow  Island 
to  Cape  Sir  John  Franklin  ? 

At  Noon  from  Depot  Obs. 
From  Sun's  Et.  L.  to  Pioneer  Knob  (Easterly) 


107 

19 

128 

0 

63 

43 

33 

40 

43 

45 

53 

45 

60 

39 

74 

14 

91 

55 

130 

56 

119 

0 

Sun's  Centre  to  Mount  Britannia  Cairn  - 


0  Sun  It.  limb  to  East  Summit  Cairn  on  Lady  Franklin  Peninsula  22 

Noon.  Meridian  Altitude  with  glass  artificial  Horizon,  Depot  cairn. 

Index  error  1'  20'',  sub. 

o         /  o  / 

O 


0  nearly 


20 


Observed  Altitude -g  73    4  and  </>  N.  18  40  W. 

1  20 


73  2  40- 
36  31  20 

1  11- 
36  30  9 

15  46  + 

36  45  55 
51  14  5 
23  23  49 


Latitude  76  37  54  N. 


23  24  19 
23  22  29 

1  50 

1-99203 
•56287 

25-5490 

23  24  19 
30  1 

23  23  49 


Dec. 
25th. 
26th. 


6h,  P.M.    Temperature  +  38°.    Wind,  N. ;  1.  b.  c.  v. 

7h.  Bid  our  two  sledge  hands  good-bye  and  started  ;  launched  the  boat  Boat  journey, 
over  the  tide  crack,  now  8  feet  wide,  and  loaded  her  upon  the  floe  ;  lashed  Reach  the  Eida-  islands, 
the  oars  athwart,  and  commenced  to  launch  over  the  floe.  A  beautiful 
calm  night  favoured  us  much,  and  enabled  the  best  road  to  be  picked  out 
through  the  packed  ice.  We  found  cracks  numerous,  in  some  places  six  feet 
wide  ;  the  water  lying  upon  the  surface  of  the  floe  varying  in  depth  from 
1  foot  to  3  inches. 

In  some  of  the  cracks  I  measured  the  thickness  of  the  smooth  floe ;  it  was 
from  5  feet  to  4  feet  6  inches,  having  already  lost  a  foot  or  1 8  inches  since 
the  18th  June.    Midnight,  lunched. 

Temperature  +  36°.  Wind,  N.N.E. ;  1  b.  c.  v. 

Sunday,  June  26th,  a.m. — Wet  as  we  necessarily  were  from  splashing 
through  the  water,  the  raw  cold  of  the  morning  from  1  to  3  obliged  us  to 
exert  ourselves  to  keep  moderately  warm.  As  we  approached  the  islands 
the  ice  showed  symptoms  of  weakness,  and  we  soon  stood  at  the  edge  of  a 
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broad  patch  of  water,  tcaminf^  with  eider  duck.  Cro8sin<^  this,  we  reached 
the  Eider  Isles,  and  hauling-  our  craft  up,  proceeded  to  searcJ)  them.  No  signs 
of  former  visitors  were  found.  They  are  of  limestone  formation,  and  show 
signs  of  being  much  worn  away  by  the  combined  action  of  climate,  stn^ng 
tides  which  sweep  the  shores,  and  from  the  fearful  pressure  of  the  ice  in  this 
channel  during  the  early  winter.  Birds  were  numerous  (eider  duck),  hut 
had  only  just  commenced  to  form  their  nests,  and  consetjuently  were  very 
wild;  we  only  shot  one,  and  got  a  nest  of  five  eggs,  botli  of  which  were 
soon  in  the  hands  of  our  remorseless  cook,  whose  skill  in  the  culinary  art 
seemed  to  consist  in  producing  quantity — not  quality — from  his  kettle. 

A  sea  of  water  was  seen  to  the  southward  and  eastward  from  7  to  8  miles 
distance  ;  and  we  longed  to  get  once  again  afloat  upon  it. 

I  have  endeavoured  in  a  preceding  sketch  to  give  an  idea  of  our  mode  of 
encamping  when  without  a  tent,  and  thrown  upon  our  own  resources  to  keep 
snow  and  water  from  our  beds.  6h.  a.m.  Temperature  +  38"".  Wind,  N.  ; 
2.  b.  c.  V. 

Course  and  dist.  M.  G.    S.  63°  E.  7i  miles. 


At  Caim  on  S.  Eider,  now  Hooker  Island. 


The  cairn  bears  from  E. 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

From  Mt.  Britannia 

Do. 
Do. 


C.  Lady  Franklin 


A. 


from  Mt.  Britannia 
from  Cape  Joy  x  5'  to  6' 
from  Cliff  Head  S.  summit  2^ 


to  N.E.  X  C.  Lady  Franklin 


to  East  HUl 


S.  64  E.  true. 

S.  48  W. 
N.  39  W. 
N.  14  E. 

o  / 

-  99  19 
105  31 


to  N.  summit  of  C.  Lady  Franklin  111  2 


Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

From  East  HiH 


to  Saffron  HiU 
to  N.  X  of  John  Barrow  Island 
to  S.  X  of  ditto 
to  N.  X  of  Parker  Island 
to  neck  ditto      -       -  _ 
to  S.  X  of  Parker  Island 


From  S.  x 


Do. 

Do. 
Do. 
Do. 

of  Cliff  Head  to 
Do. 
Do. 


} 


to  extreme  of  Water  Island 

Ditto  - 
to  Point  Pleasure  x 
to  Cape  Becher  - 
to  Nose  Bluff,  S.  X  - 
to  S.  X  of  this  island 
C.Lady  Frank]  in  to  E.  x  of  K  Eider  Island 
r  to  W.  X  of  K  Eider  Island 
\  the  N.  X  of  S.  Eider  in  line 
to  S.  summit  of  Cliff  Head  - 
to  S.  X  of  ditto 
to  depth  of  Cliff  Harbour  - 
X  of  Cape  Joy     -       -  - 
to  highest  point  of  ditto 
to  Point  Pleasure 
From  S.  X  of  Nose  Bluff  summit  to  E.  x  of  JST.  Eider  Island 

At  cairn  on  S.  Eider  Island,  with  a  sea  horizon  and  dep.  for  30  feet. 
1'  20".    Obs.  at  7h.  45m.  AM.,  app.  time. 


119 
43 
53 
65 
69 
76 
78 
81 
87 
63 
36 
76 
97 


102 
114 
116 
49 
28 
54 
46 


40 
13 
48 

8 
37 

9 
46 

2 

9 
15 
23 
55 
33 


64  38 


58 
18 
40 
35 
7 
48 
44 

Index  error 


Chron. 

Oh.  44m.  27s. 
0    45  56 
0    47     32  30 
0    48  53 


O  Alt.  <p  Bearing. 

28°  26'   0"  N.  8G°  W. 

28  32  N.  86  W. 

28  88  N.  85  30'  W. 

28  43  30  N.  84  W. 

Mt.  Britannia  68°  11' 


Same  circumstances  at  8h.  A.M. 
Clirori.  0  Alt. 

oil.  54in.    7h.  +  28"  59'      1  With  tlu)  rate  of  July  2M,li  (page  33.) 
0    54     89    -1-  29     1  30  i  liong.  98"  23' 00"  W. 
0    65     14    +  29    3  20  J  (/>  N?  8:5  '  W. 

=  Nose  Bluff  S.  X  high     -       -       -    40"  30' 
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0    73  ] 2  30 

O  1  30       cor.  Dec.  23°  21'  52" 
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73  11 
36  35 


5  30  (3 

1  ii_/a. 


-Saffron  Hill  108°  33' 


36  34  19 

15  46  +  Point  Pleasure  46°  9' 


36  50  5 
53    9  55 

23  21  52 


Lat.  76  31  47  N. 


Noon  0  N.  19°  30'  W.  =  160°  30'  W. 


SoTlt/j,  I* 


An  eye  sketch  of  the  Hooker  Islands.    The  Queen's  Channel. 
S.  Island  Kes  about  W.N.W.  and  E.S.E.  ;  N.  Island  lies  about  W.  by  N.  and  E.  by  S. 

eh.  Temperature  +  40°.  Wind,  N.N.W. ;  2.  b.  c.  v. 

7h.  Started,  launching  over  the  ice,  working  in  for  Cape  Joy  to  avoid  Eeach  Cape  Lady  Franklin  (of 
heavy  pack.  The  evening  was  beautifully  clear.  A  peculiar  shaped  hill  to  i^enny,i85i)  or  Point  Pleasure, 
the  eastward  of  Nose  Bluff  was  remarkable  in  outline,  and  I  think  it  might 
perhaps  have  been  Sir  John  Barrow's  Monument  of  Penny,  in  1851.  The 
west  coast  here  is  very  steep  from  Saffron  Hill  to  Cape  Joy ;  so  much  so, 
that  a  wide  tide  crack  from  8  to  12  feet  wide  exists,  and  appears  to  have 
been  open  a  long  time,  a  perfectly  beaten  path  of  bear-tracks  showing  it 
was  much  frequented  by  those  animals  in  search  of  seals. 

Midnight,  +  36°.    Wind,  N.W. ;  3.  b.  c.  v. 


Monday,  June27th. — Oh.  45m.  .m.  Lunched,  and  then  tried  to  effect  aland- 
ing ;  found  I  could  not,  the  boat  not  being  long  enough  for  a  bridge  ;  crossed  a 
small  bay,  and  reached  weak  ice  ;  boat  broke  in,  launched  and  dragged  her 
ahead  into  open  water  ;  cheered  on  reaching  it ;  several  female  walrus  rose 
and  snorted  at  us,  and  there  were  seen  brent  geese,  duck,  and  tern  in  con- 
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sidcrablc  num})crs,  but  very  shy.    T})c  coast  was  lined  witli  a  perfect 
wall  of  ice,  30  feet  high  vertically,  and  it  was  with  some  diliiculty  that 
a  landing'  was  effected.    Hauled  the  craft  out  of  water,  and  proceeded 
to  erect  a  cairn,  and  examine  the  coast  line  down  into  a  fine  inlet, 
.  which  opened  from  Queen's  Channel  into  this  neighbourhood,  and  ran 
I  round  behind  Joy  Island,  now  Loney  Island;  observed  a  round  of 
^  angles  at  the  cairn  ;  saw  some  deer  grazing  on  the  high  land  ;  George 
a  Wicketts  and  M'Arthur  brought  in  2  l)rent  geese,  and  we  had  a 
I  hearty  dinner,  the  increased  rations  thus  afforded  having  the  best 
I  effect  upon  the  health  and  strength  of  my  crew ;  the  smell  of  salt 
i  water,  too,  which  washed  cheerily  before  us,  did  us  all  much  good. 
^      6h.  A.M.    Temperature  +  41^    Wind,  W.N.W. ;  2.  b.  c.  rn. 
Course,  M.G.    S.  40°  E.  10  miles. 
Observed  during  the  day  for  lat.  and  long. 

Angles  at  Point  Pleasure  Cairn  : 


p-i 


■■c 


Pioneer  Island 


to  High  S. 


X  of  Nose  Bluff* 


48  0 


Ditto  to  East  HiU 


Cape  Lady  Franklin 
Ditto       to  N.  X  of  Lady  Franklin  Peninsula 


72 
69 


37 

37 


Ditto 


to  Mount  Britannia 


11  36 

2  54 

56  48 
61  31 
64  42 
67  30 

73  35 
42  5 
60  18 

57  18 
67  50 

74  50 
83  50 
99  38 
71  44 

23  51 

83  3 

ice  within  the 


From  East  Hill  (Cape  Lady  Franklin)         to  depth  of 

Water  Sound  visible         -       -       -       -       -  5656 
Ditto    to  Point  Pleasure  (?)       -       -       -       -       60  0 
JSfote. — From  this  cairn,  Spit  Point  is  open  to  the  West  of  the  N.  x  of  the 
high  land  of  Mount  Britannia,  and  the  cairn  on  the  latter  shows  distinctly 
through  the  channel  between  Spit  Island  and  Percy  Peninsula.    The  Nose 
Bluff  S.  X  is  shut  in  5°  by  N.  X  of  John  Barrow  Island,  but  is  seen  over  it. 


Ditto       to  Spit  Point  extreme    -       -       _  - 

Ditto       to  extremes  of  N.  Eider  Island 

Ditto  ditto  ditto  -       -  - 

Ditto       to  extremes  of  S.  Eider  Island 

Ditto  ditto  ditto  -       -  - 

Ditto       to  Cape  Joy,  Loney  Island     _       -  _ 

Ditto       to  extremes  of  John  Barrow  Island  - 

Ditto  ditto  ditto  -       -  - 

Ditto       to  extremes  of  Water  Island  -       -  - 

Ditto  ditto  ditto 

Ditto       to  N.  extreme  of  Parker  Island 

Ditto       to  neck  centre       -  _       _  _ 

Ditto       to  S.  extreme  of  Parker  Island 

Ditto       to  Barrow  Monument,  centre  summit 

From  high  S.E.  x  of  Nose  Bluff  to  Barrow  Monument, 

centre  summit  ------- 

From  ditto  (Nose   Bluff)  to  S.  X  visible  of  the 

Western  Coast,  four  and  a  half  miles  distant 
Note. — Every  indication  of  a  large  water  space  and  packed 
limits  of  this  last  anrfe. 


At  9h.  50m. 
l',20"  sub. 


A.M.  app.  time  with  Glass  Artificial 
Chron. 


h. 

2 
2 
2 
2 
2 
2 


Horizon. 


Index  error 


m. 

29 
30 
30 
31 
32 
32 


s. 

55 
22 
57 
25 
8 

45 


2    33  28-5 


67    0    ON.  63°i  W= 


=  Ofh'.  Spit  Point  110°  42' 
Pioneer     312  0 


Vide  note  to  tlic  last  sights. 
With  A.  .sigliiH  tlio  long,  observed  is  98°  44'  W.  ivroiirj  ;  the  fault  evidently 
li(!,s  ill  tli(!  ;u'(,i/i(;ial  liori/on,  as  tlio  sights  with  the  sea  hor.  at  Kider  Island 
como  out  HO  well. 
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Noon.    Obs.  merd.  altitude.    Index  error  1'  15"  sub. 
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Proceedings  of  Com- 
mander Sherard  Osborn. 


Noon.  </)N.  22°  30' W.  = 


*  \i 


Hio-h  summit  of  S.  X  of  Nose  Bluff 


False  Cairn  ? 


Cairn  of  S.  Eider  Island  - 


157°  30'  westerly. 
107°  30' 
117°  12' 

123°  48' 


Appearance  of  Water  Island  in  Queen's  Channel. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  41°.    Wind,  N.W. ;  1.  b.  c.  v. 

Deposited  a  document  in  the  cairn,  and  then  launched  and  loaded  the  search  Barrow  and  Parker  is- 
boat;  the  tide  running  to  the  eastward  and  ebbing.  Yesterday  a.m.  the  J.^^^^pJ^t'^Sack^^"'^^'^'^ 
flood  appeared  to  come  from  the  westward,  and  high  water  about  9h.  a.m.  ' 
Sailing  and  pulling,  we  first  went  off  to  Water  Island  ;  found  it  piled  round 
with  ice,  so  as  to  make  a  landing  difficult.  Great  numbers  of  silvery  gulls 
breeding  here,  and  the  island  was  covered  with  nests  of  one  description  of 
wild  fowl  and  another.  The  island  is  about  1  h  miles  in  circumference, 
and  appears  to  have  been  the  sport  of  the  heavy  floes  and  fierce  tides  of 
this  neighbourhood.  Ridge  upon  ridge  of  gravel  and  limestone  had  been 
pressed  around  the  beach  line,  or  in  places  lofty  piles  of  broken  floe  shov/ed 
how  fearful  had  been  the  strain.  Picked  up  about  50  eggs,  of  different 
sorts  ;  found  most  of  them  partially  hatched  and  uneatable.  Finding  no 
traces  here  we  struck  over  for  the  N.  x  of  John  Barrow  Island  (at  first  I 
took  it  to  be  a  second  Parker  Island).  Water  smooth  and  the  night  cold. 
Wind  north-easterly.  Reached  within  half  a  mile  of  the  shore,  when  we 
came  to  the  edge  of  the  pack  formed  of  heavy  ice,  much  broken  up,  and  as 
a  lee  tide  was  running,  we  could  neither  pull  nor  track  through  it ;  the 
broken  state  of  it  rendered  crossing  it  on  foot  impracticable,  and  I  there- 
fore contented  myself  in  running  down  its  edge  sufficiently  close  to  examine 
the  coast. 

Tiiesda?/,  June  QSth.  a.m. — Midnight.  Temperature,  +  36°.  Wind,  N.W. ; 
4.  q.  b.  c.  V. 

Aided  by  wind  and  tide,  and  still  unable  to  land,  we  ran  down  the  west 
shore  of  both  Parker  and  Barrow  Islands,  when  we  were  brought  up  by  the 
pack  leading  across  ahead  ;  hauled  out  for  the  westward.  The  breeze  and 
tide  freshening  fast,  the  latter  running  full  3  knots  per  hour,  and  giving  us 
much  ado  to  keep  from  being  cast  upon  the  lee  ice,  with  the  chance  of  being 
staved ;  indeed,  in  one  place  we  were  set  bodily  down  upon  it,  smashed 
our  oars,  and  for  a  time  were  in  much  danger.  The  edge  of  the  ice  carried 
us  back  again  to  Water  Sound,  which  I  was  not  sorry  for,  as  it  enabled  me 
to  take  up  the  search  of  the  coast  line  where  I  had  left  off.  5h.  Reached 
an  inshore  lead  and  followed  it  down  to  where  the  packed  ice  rested  against 
the  land,  at  a  point  9  miles  S.  of  last  night's  station.  6h.  Landed, 
thoroughly  cold  and  wet,  and  not  sorry  to  be  able  to  move  our  cramped 
limbs  once  more.  Leaving  two  hands  to  prepare  the  supper,  we  ascended 
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the  point  of  the  Organ  ranj^e.  From  it  (500  feet  hi^^hj  (Jape  Bccher, 
Robert  Inglis  Buy,  and  in(l(;c(I  th(-,  whole  N.lv  eoant  aK  far  round  as 
Pioneer  Ishind  was  distiiicily  visil)le,  and  J)undas  and  Baillie  llarnilton 
Island  were  seen  dancing'  in  tlie  mirage. 

Bear  Island  was  seen  to  the  S.S.I^.,  and  looked  about  .'i  miles  long.  I 
have  since  named  this  after  niy  lamented  friend  and  messmate,  Des  V(i;ux, 
of  the  "  Erel)us."  Tin's  coast  appears  to  become  less  elevated  as  it  goes 
southward,  but  the  beach  is  evidently  steep,  and  lined  with  a  wall  of  ice. 
The  prospect  for  my  journey  was  not  cheering;  })roken  and  cross-laid  pack 
was  before  me,  with  nothing  like  a  lead  of  water,  altlumgh  there  were 
many  small  pools  of  watei".  The  land  is  now  so  saturated  with  mois- 
ture as  to  resemble  a  bog;  and  looking  into  the  interior,  the  eye 
gazed  upon  an  undulating  country,  filled  with  lakes,  and  reeking 
with  vapour  from  excess  of  water.  Had  a  regal  supper  of  brent  goose 
and  preserved  meats,  and  boiled  eggs  in  the  tea  kettle.  Mem. :  in  future 
remember  to  be  sure  the  eggs  are  sound  before  putting  them  in  the  tea. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +  37°.    Wind,  N.W. ;  .5.  b.  c.  m. 

The  cooks  volunteered  to  search  the  beach.  They  returned  at  8li.  30m., 
bringing  in  a  few  small  pieces  of  drift  pine,  6  inches  long,  some  good  speci- 
mens of  coal,  and  a  small  platter,  evidently  scooped  by  manual  labour  out 
of  pudding  stone,  no  doubt  lost  here  by  some  wandering  Esquimaux  in  by- 
gone times.    The  pack  pressing  heavily  upon  the  coast  during  the  a.m. 

Courses  M.  G.  N.E.  6'.  S.S.W.  6'.  W.  6  and  S.E.  8  miles.  Total 
26  miles,  and  walked  4  or  5  more. 

Point  Pinnacle  low 

Nose  Bluff  S.  X  is  seen  over  Parker  Island,  and  3°  30'  South  of  its  (Parker's)  North 

From  Nose  Bluff  high  S.  X  to  Mt.  Britannia  A.  -  29°  2' 

Do.              to  N.      of  Parker  Island       -  -  3  30 

Do.              to  extremes  of  neck     -          -  -  .5  46 

Do                    Do.         -          -          -  -  14  2.5 

Do.              to  S.  extreme  of  Parker  Island  -  30  35 

(Query)     Do.              to  S.  x  of  Water  Sound  -  51  25 
The  cairn  on  the  hill  was  S.  45°  W.  1' ;  of  the  above 
Nose  Bluff,  &c.  to  S.  x  of  this  coast  visible 


Do. 
Do. 


to  cent,  of  Bear  Des  Voeux  Isl%id 
to  cent,  of  Cheyne  Islands 


from  it  observed ; 
118°  24' 
93  52 
113  25 


Noon.    With  Glass  Art.  Hor.  and  Index  of  1'  20"  sub. 
Obs.  mer.  alt.  ^ 


Cor.  Dec. 
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Nose  Bluff  S.  high  x  W^' 
?  Cape  Becher 

W.  X  "f  I^ob.  Inglis  Bay  3P 
?  l)i;s   Vooux  Island  0 


119°  22' 

76  7? 

86  30 
51  0 


P.M.  Temperature      /!()".    Wind,  S.W. ;  1  b.  c. 

Wliilst  building  a  cairn  to-day  on  the  Tinnacle,  1  had  to  decide  between 
a  continuation  of  the  boat  journey,  or  trying  to  march,  carrying  our  gear 
along  the  bciich  lin(\     I  decided  in  favour  of  the  former,  on  account  of  the 
steep  natiii'e  of  tlie  c^oast  line  and  the  wet  marshy  state  of  tlie  land.  Saw 
I  many  deer  grazing  inland;  they  appear  now  to  keep  to  the  high  ground. 
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Launched,  loaded,  and  started  at  8h.  p.m.,  alternately  dragging  the  boat  Proceedings  of  Cora- 
over  pack,  and  shooting  across  cracks.  Heavy  piles  of  hummocks  now  and  ^sborn. 
then,  the  crew  working  admirably,  and,  sailor  like,  amused  with  the  novelty 
of  their  work,  and  in  it  forgetting  half  the  labour.  lOh.  We  crossed  the 
mouth  of  the  largest  river  1  have  seen  on  Bathurst  Land,  it  was  full  120 
yards  wide,  and  discharged  a  great  body  of  water  into  the  sea,  keeping  a 
space  of  clear  water  nearly  three  quarters  of  a  mile  wide  before  it ;  and  in 
it  terns,  kittiwakes,  seal,  and  numerous  eider  duck  were  feeding. 

Had  a  fruitless  walk  after  a  fine  herd  of  deer,  the  fawns  as  usual  leading 
the  herd  away. 

Midnight.  Temperature  +  38°.    The  surface  of  the  water  was  freezing, 
both  salt  and  fresh. 

Noon,  29th  June. 
Observed  mer.  alt.    Index  error.    1'  20"  sub. 

§-  73°  21'  30" 


O 


1  20 


73  20  10  Cor.  Dec. 

36  40    5  23°  13'  35"  N. 


1  11 


36  38  54 
15  46 

36  54  40 
53    5  20 

Dec.  23  13  35 


Lat.  76  18  55  N. 


</>  N.  21°  30'  W.  =  158°  30'  westerly  variation. 

Wednesday,  a.m.  29^^/*.— Our  progress  was  necessarily  slow,  but  when- 
ever I  landed  I  had  good  reason  for  feeling  satisfied  that  we  should  not 
have  gone  a  bit  faster  had  we  tried  a  land  journey.  What  snow  was  left 
was  soft  and  knee  deep,  and  the  ground  near  the  beach  composed  of  swamp 
and  patches  of  stony  limestone,  standing  up  like  chevaux-de-frise. 
Deer  in  great  numbers  seen  feeding  upon  the  hills.  5  o'clock.  Walking 
over  a  range  of  hills,  I  was  delighted  upon  looking  over  the  crest  to  find 
myself  within  range  of  a  fine  herd  of  deer,  mainly  does  with  full  grown 
fawns.  Knocked  over  two  of  the  largest  with  my  short  Minie  rifle,  and 
badly  wounded  two  others,  by  breaking  the  fore  shoulder ;  the  latter  went 
off,  however,  on  three  legs  as  well  as  an  English  deer  would  upon  four. 
Encamped  and  sent  up  for  the  game.  They  each  weighed  120lbs.  without 
skin  or  oflPal,  and  one  was  in  very  fine  condition.  I  need  not  say  we  eat 
heartily,  and  found  the  flesh  better  than  any  mutton  I  had  ever  eaten. 
The  winter  coat,  now  of  a  dull  ash  colour,  was  loose,  and  came  away  in 
handfuls,  leaving  underneath  a  handsome  dun  or  bay  colour. — -Does  have 
horns  as  well  as  bucks,  though  not  so  large.  Saw  the  Cheyne  Islands 
very  distinctly;  they  are  low,  and  would  be  very  dangerous  to  vessels  drift- 
ing with  the  pack  of  this  channel. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +  40°.     Wind,  N.W.  ;  4.  O.  m.  q.  t.  Beach  near  the  south  extreme 

Course,  M.  G.   S.S.W.  7  miles.  of  Reindeer  Bay. 

Temperature  +  36°.    Wind,  N.;  7-  q.  o.  f. 

Breakfasted,  and  started  over  the  ice  under  sail,  and  dragging ;  unable 
to  see  the  lead  for  the  islets  I  decided  upon  taking  them  on  my  road  back, 
and  at  present  to  search  the  coast  line  down.  Found  the  ice  very  decayed, 
seldom  more  than  a  foot  thick.  Favoured  by  a  strong  gale  our  pace  was 
rapid,  every  one  exerting  themselves  to  the  utmost  to  keep  warm ;  for 
wet  as  we  necessarily  were,  and  the  water  freezing  as  it  did  the  major  part 
of  the  night,  acted  like  a  spur.  Passed  some  low  points  and  strong  rapids 
discharging  themselves  into  the  hollow  of  the  bay.  Towards  midnight  the 
breeze  slackened,  and  the  fog  lifted,  showing  us  much  water  in  the  offing, 
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Proceediiigs  of  Com-  but  tight  packed  icc  upon  our  lino  of  route.  C'oiitiiiued  luuneliing  and 
mandor  Shorard  Osborn.  takino-  our  own  road  tlirough  tliick  and  thin. 

Midnight.  Temperature  +  34".    Wind,  N.  ;  4  (j.  o.  c.  rn. 
Surface  water  (possibly  fresli)  freezing  hard. 

Thursday  'AOt/i.  a.m. — Ih.  Passed  the  rnf)uth  of  a  large  water-course 
running  from  the  westward ;  it  had  cut  a  road  through  the  ice  of  half  a 
mile  broad ;  crossed  this,  and  landed  on  a  patch  of  fixed  ice  very  much 
decayed,  intersected  with  heavy  ridgc;s  of  hummocks,  and  full  of  seal  holes. 
Bear  tracks  numerous.  In  the  fog  a  fine  she  bear  and  two  cubs  approached 
within  60  yards.  A  Minie  ball  which  I  fii'ed  at  her  passed  right  through 
her  from  the  left  shoulder  to  the  hip,  3^ct,  although  the  blood  was  streaming 
from  her,  she  contrived  to  go  off  at  a  surprising  rate.  We  followed  for  a 
distance,  but  had  to  return  to  the  sledge  to  prevent  it  being  touched  by 
other  bears,  no  less  than  three  large  ones  being  in  sight.  4h.  45m.  Reached 
the  south  extreme  of  the  bay.  Gale  freshening.  Landed,  and  encamped, 
heartily  tired,  wet,  and  cold.  I  have  kept  to-day  a  sriarp  look  out  for 
Dr.  Goodsir's  cairns,  but  seen  none.  The  coast  line  of  the  southern  half  of  this 
bay  is  very  uniform.  It  is  one  steep  and  continuous  slope  of  45^,  not  more 
than  300  feet  high,  intersected  by  ravines,  having  large  water-courses  in 
them,  which  form  at  their  mouths  low  off-lying  points  of  gravel  and  detritus 
from  the  interior.  Coal  is  found  in  these  ravines,  and  the  high  ground 
appears  to  be  limestone  overlaying  sandstone  strata,  between  or  amongst 
which  there  is  coal,  and  a  calcareous  deposit  resembling  fine  pipeclay  or 
plaster  of  Paris.  Water  was  seen  running  down  channel,  but  too  far  off 
shore  for  me  to  use  in  searching  the  coast.  The  rise  and  fall  at  springs  is 
about  8  feet. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +  34°.    Wind,  N.;  5.  q.  o.  f.  m. 

Course  and  distance,  M.  G.  S.  45°  E.  ?  10  miles.    Over  12  miles  of  ice. 

Several  bears  were  prowling  about  and  watching  us.    Seals,  I  suppose, 
were  plentiful,  for  they  did  not  approach  within  shot;  although  I  was 
anxious  to  get  one  for  his  blubber,  having  but  a  short  allowance  of  fat  for 
fuel,  now  that  for  the  present  our  banian  days  were  over. 
Reach  Driftwood  Bay.  6h.  A.M.  Temperature,  +  36°.    Wind,  N.W. ;  l.o.  cm. 

The  temperature  was  steady  at  +  36°  during  the  day.  Breakfasted 
on  venison  steaks.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  all  the  symptoms  of  scurvy 
which  threatened  some  time  since,  have  improved  much,  and  all  are  picking 
up  health  and  strength.  Started  over  very  heavy  ice,  having  deep  water 
upon  it.  Many  deer  and  fawns  feeding  upon  the  high  land.  In  attempt- 
ing to  land  at  Bear  Point,  where  there  is  a  bit  of  glacier,  I  fell  in  between  it 
and  the  floe  edge,  some  eight  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ice  ;  fortunately, 
the  men  saw  me  stumble,  and  helped  me  out,  for  the  steep  sides  defied  all 
my  efforts.  Wetted  and  broke  the  glass  of  my  prismatic  compass  ;  indeed 
it  had  been  almost  useless  for  some  time,  and  was  now  totally  done  up. 
Having  no  change  of  clothes  with  us,  I  was  rigged  by  my  crew  until 
they  had  wrung  the  clothes,  and  for  the  rest  of  the  night  I  enjoyed  a 
practical  application  of  the  hydropathic  system,  the  temperature  being 
+  36°,  and  ice  forming  rapidly  as  high  as  one's  shins. 

Midnight,  +  30°.    Wind,  N.W. ;  2.  o.  c.  m. 

Friday,  a.m.,  July  1st — Observed  occasional  loom  of  land  to  the  north- 
east. Cape  Becher  and  Dundas  Island  seen  occasionally.  Foiled  in  an 
attempt  to  try  and  reach  Bear  Island,  I  had  to  keep  along  the  coast  line, 
returning  owing  to  the  heavy  nature  of  the  hummocks  upon  my  outward 
tract.  Disappointed  at  the  want  of  a  lead  of  water  for  my  boat  and  at  our 
slow  progress  in  spite  of  every  exertion  on  the  part  of  my  crew,  I  am 
determined  at  the  first  good  opportunity  to  drop  my  boat  and  to  make  a 
push  for  it  with  the  hand  sledge.  4h.  30m.  Reached  a  spot  fit  for  a  camp  ; 
the  beach  hitherto  very  steep  and  rocky.  Encamped.  Tried  to  cross  a 
plain  on  foot  to  a  hill  in  the  interior ;  unable  to  do  so  for  a  powerful  stream 
of  water,  wlu'ch  n(>arly  swept  me  away.  A  good  deal  of  coal,  both  of  the 
ordinary  nature  and  other  of  a  closer  jcitty  nature  like  IjUglish  sea  coal,  was 
found  near  us.    Jioiled  oiu"  tea  to-night  with  an  Arctic  coal  fire!  Saw 
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many  deer  feeding  on  the  hills  ;  we  had,  however,  quite  as  much  weight  as     Proceedings  of  Com- 
we  could  drag,  and  the  deer  were  therefore  not  disturbed.  mander  Sherard  Osboni. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature,  +45°.    Wind,  W. ;  2.  o.  s. 

Course  M.G.  5  miles  S.  by  E.  and  5'.  S.W. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature,  44°.    Wind,  W.S.W. ;  2.  c.  m.  o. 

7h.  Started,  the  floes  having  during  the  night  opened  a  good  deal,  and 
leads  varying  from  20  to  30  feet  wide,  showing  off  to  the  eastward.  I  con-  Marmot  Bay  station, 
tinned  to  drag  the  boat  ahead.  Observed  a  long  low  point,  which  proved 
to  be  the  south  x  (true)  of  Bear  Point.  Found  every  crack  in  the  floe  alive 
with  terns  ;  they  were  feeding  upon  the  shrimp,  so  plentiful  in  these  waters. 
The  land  is  becomingless  elevated  as  we  progress,  and  the  hills,  of  200  and  300 
feet  elevation,  recede  some  miles  into  the  interior,  leaving  a  series  of  terraces, 
rich  in  Arctic  vegetation,  and  intersected  by  numerous  ravines.  The  beach 
is  still,  however,  abrupt,  and  appears  to  be  washed  by  a  strong  tideway. 
Shoals  are  numerous,  I  think,  being  much  hidden  by  the  ice.  Midnight. 
Temperature  40°.  W. ;  4.  o.  g.  m. 

Saturday  A.M.,  July  2f/. — SaAV  some  shoals  and  the  Cm^>  lying  off  the  bay, 
and  S.  of  the  Bear.  Made  sail  to  a  rattling  breeze,  and,  favoured  by  the  ice,  we 
went  along  at  a  good  pace  until  3h.  30m.  a.m.,  when,  seeing  some  drift  wood 
lying  about,  which  it  was  important  should  be  examined,  I  halted  and  encamped, 
dispersing  the  men  along  the  beach  to  bring  all  in  they  could  find.  Walking- 
inland  to  try  and  obtain  a  view  off  some  high  land,  I  was  startled  to  see  a 
she  bear  and  two  cubs  some  distance  inland.  Watching  them  carefully,  I 
was  not  a  little  interested  to  see  the  mother  applying  her  gigantic  muscular 
power  to  turning  over  the  large  blocks  of  sandstone  which  strewed  the  plain, 
and  under  which  the  unlucky  marmots  at  this  season  take  shelter.  Directly 
the  she  bear  lifted  the  stones,  which  she  did  by  sitting  upon  her  hams  and  ^  ^""^  '^^  Marmot  Bay. 
pulling  them  towards  her  with  her  fore  paws,  the  cubs  rushed  in  and  seized 
their  prey,  tossing  them  up  in  the  air  in  their  wantonness.  After  repeating 
this  operation  until  the  young  fry  must  have  made  a  very  moderate  mea], 
I  was  glad  to  witness  the  bear's  mode  of  suckling  her  young ;  a  sight,  I 
should  think,  rarely  seen.  Seated  on  her  haunches,  with  the  back  bone 
arched,  so  as  to  bring  the  breasts  (which  were  situated  between  the 
shoulders)  as  low  as  possible,  the  youngsters  suckled  away  in  a  standing- 
attitude.  Anxious  to  secure  this  family  party,  we  proceeded  to  burn  all 
sorts  of  strong  smelling  articles ;  and  at  last  she  brought  her  babes  down, 
though  very  warily,  and  when  more  than  100  yards  off  turned  away,  evi- 
dently suspicious.  Following  her  I  contrived  at  about  150  yards  to  pass  a 
ball  (Minie)  through  her  body,  abaft  the  shoulder.  The  cubs  at  once 
made  off,  though  I  should  think  they  had  not  long  been  born,  being  about 
the  size  of  an  Irish  retriever.  Joined  by  a  couple  of  the  men  (Hall  and 
Wicketts)  who  soon  outstripped  me,  we  eventually  after  along  chase  came 
up  with  her  ;  the  brute,  seeing  she  could  not  escape,  had  apparently  made 
up  her  mind  to  wait  for  us  behind  a  range  of  hummocks.  When  close  to 
her,  I  learnt  that  they  had  one  shot  each  left  in  their  guns  ;  and  as  the  men 
longed  to  go  in  at  her,  we  walked  up,  the  brute  most  artfully  hiding  her 
body  so  as  to  get  us  within  reach  for  her  rush.  The  wonderful  similarity 
of  colour  between  the  fur  of  the  bear  and  the  snow,  facilitated  her  man- 
Qiuvre,  and  we  were  within  30  yards  of  her  when  she  rose.  It  was  a 
ticklish  moment,  for  the  brute  was  venomous  from  desperation.  The  men 
behaved  very  coolly,  however,  merely  saying  to  one  another,  "  Steady  ;"  Hall 
fired,  but  only  grazed  her ;  she  still  came  on,  when  Geo.  Wicketts  with  my 
Minie,  (which  I  thought  he  was  fully  entitled  to  fire  after  so  successfully 
bringing  the  brute  to  bay)  struck  her  smartly  in  the  fore  shoulder.  With  a 
snap  of  the  teeth,  which  it  was  satisfactory  to  know  was  not  on  ourselves, 
she  turned  round,  and  staggering  along,  fell  into  her  lair  again ;  and  we 
returned  to  the  boat  to  send  the  small  sledge  for  the  blubber,  after  our 
dinner. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature,  +42°.  Wind,  W.N.W.;  5.  q.  o.  (p.  5.) 
Course  M.G.  South,  7i  miles. 

The  people  up  until  noon  bringing  in  the  prey.  The  she  bear  was  not 
fat,  and  her  skin  in  poor  condition.    Whilst  they  were  skinning  her,  the  poor 
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Prococdiugs  of  Com-    wretchcs  of  cul)s  ran  up  whining  to  their  dead  mother,  and  were  killed  by 

mandcr  Shcrard  Osborn.  ^-^q  jn^n 

Noon.   PasHing  enow  squalln. 
Observed  tlie  following  angles: — 


From  sun  to  cent.  Bear  Island   -          -          -  -       12P  ,*{()' 

Do,       to  cent,  of  the  (Jub    -          -          -  -         71  48 

True  bearing  roughly  of  centre  of  Bear  Island  -  -      S.  121  30  E, 

From  centre  of  Bear  Island  to  Low  Bear  Point  N.  x  of  Bay     28  22 

Ditto          to  left  tangent  of  Barrow  Monument  -  1 4  27 

Left  tangent  Barrow  Mon.  to  N.  x  of  M  armot  Bay         -  -  13  30 

Ditto          to  the  Toj)  Knot       -          -  -  22  25 

Ditto          to  East  x  of  a  distant  island  -  50  27 

Ditto          to  W.     X  of    ditto  -          -  -  45  22 

Ditto          to  E.      X  of    ditto  -          -  -  34  40 

Ditto          to  W.     X  of    ditto  -          -  -  27  54 

Note  —This  Barrow  Monument  forms  the  S.  head  of  the  inlet  between  North- 
umberland Sound  and  Robert  Inglis  Bay. 

Cub.    True  bearing  roughly       -          -          -           -  -    S.  71'"'  48'  E. 

From  centre  of  Cub  to  S.  x  of  Foul  Water  Bay          -  -  57  12 

From  S.  x  of  Foul  Water  Bay  to  a  Shoal  1     -  -  44  16 

Ditto          to  extremities  of  Long  Island  -  -  42  47 

Ditto                      ditto           -          -  -  31  4 

Noon.   Observed  an  indifferent  meridian  altitude  with  Glass  Artificial  Horizon. 
Index  Error  -  -  1°  20' 


Observed  Meridian  Altitude       73  26    0  " 

1  20  Var.  160°  W. 


Latitude 


73  24  40 

36 

42  20 

1  11— 

36 

41  9 

15  46  + 

36 

56  55 

53 

3  5 

23 

1  38 

76 

4  43  N 

as 

well  as  E 

Note. — By  angles  observed  and  acco 
those  of  July  8th,  I  consider  my  true  latitude  to-day  as  76°  0'  N. 

6h.  Temperature  +39°.    Wind,  N.W. ;  5.  o.  c.  m. 

8h.  Breakfasted.    Skinned  and  flinched  the  bears,  obtaining  only  251bs. 
of  fuel. 

Midnight.  Temperature,  35°.  Wind,  N.W. ;  5.  q.  o.  p.  m. 

Sundm/,  July  3(/.a.m. — Observed  Barrow  Monument  for  a  few  minutes, 
and  obtained  the  above  bearings;  erected  a  cairn,  sand  and  sods  of  earth 
being  the  only  articles  procurable.  Sent  out  a  party  to  search  for  drift- 
wood ;  they  i)rought  in  a  good  deal.  The  carpenter  reports  it  all  as 
drift  pine  larch  (probably  American) ;  stacked  it  to  dry  for  our  return. 
Read  divine  service.    Searched  about  eight  miles  of  coast  line. 

6h.  A.M.  Ternperature,  +36°.    Wind,  W.N.W. ;  5.  o.  q.  c.  m. 
IrfSQin'-I'^L';:....^'"      f^l'-  ^'-M.  Temperature  +40°.    Wind,  S. ;  6.  o.  c. 

As  we  advaiKX'd  to-dny,  the  floe  became  sounder  and  less  worn  by  the 
action  of  tide,  although  it  was  cracked  across  and  much  broken  up  in  ])laces 
by  shoals.  1  Oh.  Reached  a  crack,  found  the  clean  edge  of  the  ice  8  feet  thick  ; 
marked  the  place.  The  coast  is  now  less  indented,  and  extremely  Ioav  ;  the 
trend  of  it  about  S.  by  with  a  great  and  perj)Iexing  similarity  between 
the  small  projecting  points.  The  bc^ach  for  the  most  part  flat  and  sandy; 
tb(;  snow  having  melted  oil"  II,  ;U)()vc  the  floe-edge,  I  a,m  enabled  to  dc>tect, 
from  the  presence  of  weeds,  shells,  molluscs,  ^:c.,  far  above  the  spring  tide 
mark,  tlia,ta  coiisiderable  sea-wasli  must  have  occurred  during  the  autimm 
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of  1852.    Found  one  piece  of  drift  pine,  with  the  root  end  attached  nearly     Proceedings  of  Com 
4  feet  long,  and  from  6  inches  to  4  inches  in  diameter.  Shev^A  Osborn. 

Midnight.    The  Top  Knot  hill  bore  S.  25°  E.  =  N.  3°  W.  true. 

The  south  point  visible       -  ®N.  25°  W.    S.  6°  E. 
Temperature  +38°.    Wind,  S.  ;  8.  o.  t. 

Monday/  a.m.  Jul?/  4th. — Blowing  hard  directly  against  us.  Eider  duck 
and  tern  might  be  shot  in  considerable  numbers,  I  think,  if  we  required 
them,  and  for  mere  sport  I  have  no  time.  The  crew  have  plenty  to  do,  and  I 
am  busy  searching  coast  line,  walking  up  and  down  the  slopes  of  the  hill. 
The  land  is  wonderfully  saturated  with  moisture,  except  near  the  water 
courses,  which  serve  to  drain  their  neighbourhood.  On  every  terrace  there  is 
a  lake  or  pool  of  water,  rich  in  algee,  and  forming  the  favourite  feeding  places 
of  brent  geese  and  king  eider  ducks  ;  the  common  eider  keeps  more  to  sea. 
5h.  Landed  and  encamped,  securing  our  hurricane  house  as  well  as  pos- 
sible for  a  gale,  which  gradually  freshened  up  and  blew  during  the  day  with 
great  violence.  It  was  a  strange  sight  to  see  the  mimic  sea,  which  over- 
spread the  floe,  and  frozen  pack,  washing  around  the  hummocks  and 
breaking  as  if  it  was  open  water.  Picked  up  a  good  deal  of  wood,  very 
old,  much  worn  by  friction  against  ice  or  rocks,  and  so  saturated  with  sea 
water  as  to  refuse  to  light. 

6h.  A.M.     Temperature  +41°.    Wind,  8  o.  c.  Freshening  gale. 

Course  and  distance,  M.G.  S.  8°.  E.  8  miles. 

Heavy  S.W.  gale  during  the  day;  slackening  towards  evening. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +37°.    Wind,  S.S.W. ;    6.  f. 

I  had  now,  properly  speaking,  only  one  day's  provision  left  for  my  outward  Enter  Foul  Weather  Bay,  sight 
journey;  but  feeling  the  importance  of  reaching,  if  possible,  the  cairns  erected  Dougaii^Wood  isitmi^ 
by  Dr.  Goodsir,  I  determined  to  quit  the  boat  and  to  make  two  expeditious 
marches  along  shore  upon  foot.  Erected  a  cairn,  and  placed  in  cache  all 
my  provisions,  except  4  days  ;  placed  this,  with  our  blanket  bags,  upon  the 
small  sledge  and  started.  9h.  The  fog  lifted,  and  I  obtained  the  annexed 
rough  bearings.  As  I  reached  the  S.  point  of  Driftwood  Bay,  we  found  the 
points  of  the  land  more  salient,  and  numerous  cracks  obliged  us  occasionally 
to  take  to  the  land.  At  or  near  Rapid  Point  we  came  to  the  bed  of  a  rapid 
nearly  half  a  mile  across  ;  it  had  cut  a  broad  lane  out  into  the  floe,  pointing 
for  the  northern  extremity  of  the  land  or  island  to  the  eastward,  and  I 
thought  it  best  to  try  and  cross  it,  and  in  the  attempt  learnt  a  lesson ;  for 
we  all  soused  in  up  to  our  middles,  found  the  very  ground  under  our  feet 
driving  down  to  the  sea,  it  being  nothing  but  gravel  and  stones,  and  with 
some  difficulty  recovered  terra  jirma.  Making  a  long  detour  we  eventually 
got  round  the  river  rapid,  and  had  in  so  doing  the  amusement  of  frightening 
a  half-grown  bear  who  was  watching  some  seals.  Midnight.  Temperature 
+  35°;  Wind,  S.S.E. ;  3.  b.c.m. 

9h.  P.M.    Observed  the  following  true  bearings  by  Admiral  Beaufort's 
book,  (compass  useless): 

Last  Camp  N.  15°  W. 

Point  Rapid  S.  15°  E. 

Long  Island  S.  35°  E.  1  , , 

Ditto  S.  25°  E.J  ^""^"^ 

Tuesday,  July  bth. — ^a.m.  A  round,  table-topped,  and  isolated  hill  showed 
over  and  beyond  the  farther  side  of  the  fine  sound  which  now  commenced 
to  open  to  the  westward.  Deceived  by  the  apparent  distance,  I  at  first 
struck  across,  but  the  gale  freshened  so  fast,  with  a  cutting  sleet  squall  now 
and  then,  that  I  thought  it  best  to  edge  in  to  the  westward,  and  finish  the 
sound,  so  as  to  be  sure  of  not  passing  anything.  The  ice  was  now  heavy 
and  aged-looking,  without  being  hummocky.  At  the  seal  holes  it  measured 
generally  7  feet,  and  they  are  always  in  the  weakest  part.  The  surface 
was  covered  with  weed,  shrimps,  shells,  and  other  sea- wreck,  blanched  from 
age ;  and  in  some  places  the  weed  had  dug  deep  holes  down  into  the  ice 
of  two  and  three  feet  deep,  which  holes  must,  I  think,  have  been  formed 
in  former  seasons.  The  quiescent  state  of  the  floe  I  accounted  for  by 
the  position  of  this  bay,  which  is  situated  in  the  elbow  of  Queen's  Channel, 
like  that  of  Alfred  Bay,  nearly  opposite  to  it;  and  from  having  land, 
barring  it  from  pressure  to  the  eastward 
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Prooccdiii'^s  of  Com-  rA].  Reuclicd  a  convenient  place,  and  encamped  as  hest  we  coulfl  •  Ihe 
ina.Kler  Slujnird  Osl.o.n.  j^^^^j^  j  ^^^^  described  in  thc  next  day's  operations. 

()h.  :3m.  A.M.  Terni)erature  S.S.l'^. ;  ().  e.  m.  t.  Occasionally  Hqtialls  of 
sleet ;  heavy  rain  and  stn^ng  squalls  throughout  the  day. 
Searching  I'oui  Wcitber  Bay.  At  6h.  J'.M.,  temperature  +36";  Wind  S.S.  W. ;  .5h.  Heavy  rain.  Too  thick 
to  do  anything  ;  held  on  for  awhile  to  see  if  the  weather  would  injprove. 
All  of  us  extremely  wet  and  cramped.  'J'he  Imrricane  liouse  was  rigged 
as  follows :— Having  chosen  the  driest  spot  I  could  find,  the  stones  were 
nicely  trimmed  by  hand,  and  our  blankets  laid  side  by  side  to  show 
the  ground  they  would  occupy,  taking  care  to  place  tile  feet  to  wind- 
ward. A  trench  was  then  dug  round,  to  act  as  a  drain  to  the  esta- 
blishment;  and  after  our  meal  was  done,  we  got  into  our  bags  (nearly 
stripped  to  the  buff",  for  all  our  clothes  were  wet),  and  hauled  the  water- 
proof cloth  taut  over,  one  man  remaining  outside  to  pile  sand  and  stones 
round  the  edge  of  the  cloth.  One  of  thc  men  was  suffering  from  acute 
rheumatism,  which  almost  paralysed  his  right  side  and  arm.  A  slight  ces- 
sation about  midnight  enabled  us  to  finish  the  examination  of  this  bay, 
finding  nothing  beyond  satisfying  myself  of  the  continuity  of  the  land  around 
it.  Midnight.  Temperature  ?  Raining  heavily,  with  thick  weather.  Saw 
Table  Hill  occasionally  between  the  squalls. 


Noble  Hill,  Foul  Weather  Bay.    The  farthest  land  seen  to  the  southward  in  Queen's  Channel 

July  6th,  1853. 

Wednesdaij^  July  6th.  a.m. — The  bay  is  in  outline  as  follows  :  The  beach 
is  steep  on  the  north  shore,  as  well  as  the  south ;  but  the  back  land  in  the 
former  recedes  more  with  a  series  of  intervening  terraces,  than  it  does  in  the 
latter.  Water-courses  are  numerous,  but  not  large,  except  at  the  bottom 
of  the  bay,  where  there  is  a  flat  valley  between  the  hills,  having  a  very 
tortuous  course  north-westerly.  At  one  part  of  the  south  side,  near  the 
middle,  there  is  a  series  of  small  cliffs,  50  or  60  feet  high.  Wringing  wet 
were  all  the  crew  as  they  returned ;  some  had  fallen  in  with  a  large 
herd  of  deer,  and  many  marmots  had  been  picked  up  under  stones — a  trick 
we  learned  from  the  bears.  The  hurricane  house  was  neither  wind  nor  water- 
tight ;  but  that  was  in  accordance  with  the  rule  for  such  domiciles,  and  the 
men  took  it  good  naturedly.  I  was  quite  thrown  down  by  a  painful  attack 
brought  on  by  wet  and  exposure.  Determined  to  hold  on  24  hours,  in 
hopes  of  a  cessation  in  the  rain  and  a  break  in  the  weather  which  would 
repay  me  for  a  walk  to  the  Round  or  Table  Hill ;  for  it  was  to  be  our 
"  turn  again,"  I  could  plainly  see. 

6h.  AM.    Temperature +39°.   Wind,  N.E.  ;1.  Rain  and  mist. 

Course  M.G.    Round  the  bay,  15  miles. 

6h.  P.M. ;  Temperature  +36°.  Wind  calm  ;  raining  heavily. 
Detained  hy  had  weather.  A  dcnse  mist  with  hcavy  rain  throughout  the  day;  the  bay  is  one  great 

sheet  of  water.  Breakfasted;  all  hands  complaining  of  aching  bones,  and 
much  done  up  from  the  incessant  state  of  wet  they  have  been  in  for  the 
last  48  hours. 

Midnight.   Temperature  +35°.  Wind,  N.W. ;  3.  o.  m.  Sleet. 

Return  towards  grand  acp.-.;.  Thursday,  Juh/  7 fh,  A.M. — Itis  now  ncccssary  that  I  should  return 
directly  the  weather  moderates,  in  order  that  I  may  keep  my  appointment 
of  reaching  C^a))e  Lady  Franklin  on  the  15th — eight  days  hence— in  time 
to  take  (Jiiptain  Richards  across,  his  boat  being  unfit  for  risking  the 
passage  of  Queen's  (Channel  in. 

4h.  A.M.  'I'hc  rain  ceased,  and  we  immediately  packed  up  and  started 
back,  the  weather  still  as  thick  as  possible;  and  allot"  us  shivering  from  the 
cold  wind  acting  u])on  our  wet  clothing.  I  regret  much  not  being  able  to 
reach  the  Roimd-''l\)])ped  Hill,  which  was  about  11  miles  south  of  my  tent 
place ;  as,  on  my  l  eturn  to  the  ship,  I  was  struck  with  the  probability,  from 
my  relative  position  with  respect  to  both  Goodsir's  and  MacDougall's 
farthest,  that  it  might  have  been  the  hitter's  Wood  Island,  whilst  thc 
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former  must  of  a  certainty  have  made  a  more  northerly  course  than  he     Proceedings  of  Com- 

supposed.    Left  a  small  cairn,  the  best  I  could  form,  using  all  the  stones  I  ^l^d  Osborn. 

could  find  in  the  neighbourhood,  and  depositing  a  record  in  an  empty  cocoa 

tin.    11  h.  45m.,  a.m.    Halted  and  encamped  at  boat  station  after  a  rapid 

march.    The  sun  came  out  and  we  revelled  in  its  warmth,  taking  off  our 

saturated  clothes  and  spreading  them  out  to  dry.    I  found  the  rain  had 

quite  washed  down  a  cairn  of  earth  formed  here. 

Sun  +  51° 

Noon,  temperature       -----  Shade +44° 

Wind,  S. ;  s.  c.  m.  t.    Observed  a  meridian  altitude.    Walked  13  miles, 
N.E.  and  N.W. 

The  wood  I  had  picked  up  and  stacked  served  for  fuel  to-night,  mixed 
with  bear  fat ;  the  largest  pieces  were  respectively  3  feet  and  2  feet  6  inches 
long,  and  5  inches,  and  4  inches  diameter.  One  fragment  of  oak  and  one 
of  birch  were  picked  up  ;  specimens  of  all  were  preserved.  Some  very  aged 
pieces  were  found  40  to  20  feet  above  the  sea  level,  on  ancient  beaches,  I 
suspect. 

Observed  with  Glass  Artificial  Horizon.     Weather  not  very  favourable.  Index 
error  -1'  20". 

Meridian  Altitude       73°  0'  30" 

1  20  Cor.  Dec.  22°  33'  42"  K 

N.  22°  W.=158°  W. 


72  59 

10 

36  29  35  d) 

1 

12  — 

36  28 

23 

15 

46  + 

36  44 

9 

53  15 

51 

22  33 

42 

^    Latitude  75  49  33  North. 

Q^j.  Rt.  Limb  to  N.  x  of  Long  Island       -       -       .       .       _  77°  58'. 

N.  X  of  Long  Island  to  S.  X  of  Foul  Water  Bay,  15  to  18  miles  dis.  57°  50'. 

From  ditto       to  x  S.  of  Long  Island,  or  main,  25  miles  dis.  39°  16'  30". 

Ditto      to  N.  X  of  Marmot  Bay  101°  45'. 

Ditto     to  Top  Knot  hill        -------  103°  40'. 

Note. — This  station  is  about  8  miles  due  North  of  my  cairn,  and  13  miles  North 
of  the  farthest  point  reached  by  my  party  in  searching. 

Day  Travelling. 

Friday,  July  8th. — 6h.  a.m.  Temperature  +  44°.  Wind,  S. ;  3.  b.  c.  m.  Mamot  Bay  station,  v.-est  coast 
Circumstances  now  rendered  it  advisable  to  adopt  day  travelling,  and  ^^"^^^^^ 
there  is  no  longer  any  fear  of  people  becoming  snow  blind.  Strong  frost 
during  the  night ;  ^  of  an  inch  of  ice  formed  on  the  pools  ;  visited  a  shoal 
fleur  d'eaux.  A  very  clear  morning  ;  could,  however,  see  nothing  of  Bailiie 
Hamilton  Island,  and  the  high  land  is  too  far  for  me  to  go  to  it.  Saw  the 
high  land  of  north  shore  of  Queen's  Channel,  bearing  N.E.  by  N.  true,  very 
indistinct.  lOh.  Lunched.  I  Avalked  on  with  my  instrumants  to  repeat  my 
observations  at  the  cairn  of  the  2d  July.  Found  it  washed  down ;  obtained  a 
very  fair  meridian  altitude,  the  mean  of  the  latitude  obtained  by  it,  and  that 
observed  on  July  2d.,  placed  me  in  76°  N.,  which  agrees  very  well  w^ith  the 
latitude  by  account. 

Ih.  30m.  p.m.  The  boat  arrived ;  encamped.    Saw  during  my  walk  to- 
day the  spot  whereon  a  deer  had  lately  been  destroyed  by  wolves ;  the 
blood  was  still  fresh  upon  the  bones,  and  scraps  of  skin  had  been  left  un- 
devoured  ;  I  had  probably  frightened  the  brutes  off,  and  yet  had  never  seen 
them.    Had  a  long  walk  after  a  fine  buck  and  doe,  but  could  not  succeed 
in  getting  within  shot  of  them.    Employed  erecting  a  good-sized  cairn  of 
earth  and  clay  ;  walling  it  in  with  sod  of  turf  and  saxifrage.    It  commenced 
to  snow  soon  after  we  arrived,  and  continued  to  do  so  up  to  midnight. 
6h.  P.M.    Temperature  +  38°.    Wind,  S.  ;  5.  Snoiv. 
Course  and  distance  M.  G.    N.  10  miles. 
Midnight  +36°.    Wind,  S.  ;  3.  Fog. 
II,  li 
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rrococdiiigs  of  Com-  Somc  boiics  ol' (iccv  Icll  Wy  US  ill  this  spot  had  attracted  thek(x:u  sight 
mandcr  Hherard  Osborn,  ^^^j  ^^^^^^  ^£  numerous  silvery  gulls  of  krgc  size,  and  the  brutes  kept  us 
awake  all  night  fighting  ovcrtlie  carrion.  AJl  we  could  do  was  to  turn  out 
and  pelt  them,  for  of  powder  and  shot  we  c(ndd  not  afford  to  expend  the 
few  remaining  cliarges  for  such  a  purpose  ;  tlieir  cry  was,  I  think,  the  n)0«t 
discordant  bird  noise  I  ever  heard. 

Noon.  Obsei  vations  by  Glass.   Artificial  Horizoij,  and  au  Irulex  ICrror  of  T  20"  huL 


72 

.•{8  30 

1  9() 

oil''. 

72 

37  10 

:JG 

18  3o 

Coi 

1  12- 

36 

17  23 

15  46 

+ 

36 

33  9 

53 

26  51 

22 

26  5 

N. 

7.5 

52  56 

N. 

Saturday,  July  ^th. — 6h.  Temperature +  37°.    Wind,  S. ;  1.  Dense  fog. 
Bear  Point,  west  coast  of  the      5h.  Breakfasted  at  .5h.  30m.    Started,  hauling  out  to  the  N.E.,  to  try  and 
Queen's  Channel,  gg^  througli  the  pack  to  Bear  Island  ;  heavy  hummocks  with  deep  holes 

of  water  prevented  us,  and  gave  much  labour.  Touched  at  another  shoal 
formed  off  a  ravine  or  watercourse  in  the  land.  Temperature  steady  at 
+  37°  during  the  day,  but  it  felt  cold  and  chilly  unless  we  were  dragging  or 
exerting  ourselves. — ^N.B.  There  was  no  sun  visible  at  noon. 

Ih.  P.M.  Reached  a  crack  off  Bear  Point,  w^hich  led  away  N.E.  considerably 
north  of  the  island,  and  apparentl}^  a  large  body  of  water  in  Queen's  Chan- 
nel ;  the  wish,  however,  to  obtain  some  angles  at  Bear  Point,  should  it  clear 
up,  induced  me  to  haul  in  for  it ;  and  at  2h.  30m.  p.m.  I  encamped,  after 
crossing  the  mouth  of  a  large  ravine,  which  was  discharging  a  fine  body  of 
water  into  the  sea. 

fih.  Temperature  +38°.    Wind,  S.S.E.  ;  4.  o.  c.  m. 

The  fog  lifted,  and  showed  an  extent  of  M^ater  in  the  offing  across  Rein- 
deer Bay  ;  the  Cheyne  Islands  were  in  clear  water,  and.  the  ice  northward 
of  us  was  now  a  perfect  pack,  either  loose  or  tight  according  to  circum- 
stances. Picked  up  a  piece  of  drift  wood,  a  foot  long  and  four  inches  in 
girth,  half  a  mile  I'roni  the  sea  and  fifty  feet  above  high-water  mark  of 
spring  tides.  Saw  many  deer  feeding  on  the  high  ground ;  indeed  I  can 
safely  say,  that  whenever  I  have  looked  landward,  there  was  seldom  five 
miles  of  coast  without  a  herd  of  deer  upon  it. 

Course  M.  G.    10  miles  N.  by  E. 

Sunday,  July  lOfh. — 5h.  Breakfasted  and  started. 
Searching  ihe  Cheyne  Islands      6h.  Temperature +36°.  Wind,  N.E. ;  4.  Foggy.    Dragging  the  boat  over 
in  the  Queen's  Channel.  brokcii  icc  (somc  of  it  Very  wcak  and  treacherous),  passed  a  place  where 

a  seal  had  been  killed  by  a  bear;  launched  into  the  water.  The  wind  being 
now  dead-in,  and  the  ice  moving  I'apidly  with  the  tide,  we  had  constantly 
to  keep  launching  her  across  necks  of  ice,  and  where  the  water  was  a-clear, 
we  had  quite  enough  to  do  to  make  headway. 

9h.  The  fog  lifted,  showing  nmch  water  to  the  eastward  and  northward. 
A])()ut  noon  landed  on  the  S.  extremity  ol'  the  Cheyne  Islands,  observing 
tlie  water  to  be  shoal  within  half  a  mile  of  the  extreme,  and  much  grounded 
ice  round.  The  current  was  now  running  south  two  and  a  half  miles  per 
hour,  and  the  wtiU-v  rising  upon  the  beach  ;  searched  and  found  no  traces 
of  former  visitors.  Tlie  place  was  covered  with  eider  ducks' nests,  the  nume- 
rous small  but  deep  lakes  of  fresh  Avater  doubtless  serving  for  the  callow 
brr)ods  to  exercise  in.  Procured  100  eggs;  shot  several  terns  and  three 
flucks.  Started  Ibr  the  (Jent.  Island  ;  reached  it ;  found  a  strong  tide  ripple 
between  the  islets,  and  signs  of  shoal  water,    l^ncamped  here  to  notice  the 
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set  of  tide,  and  to  allow  a  lane  of  water  to  open  ahead.  Found  this  island,  Proceedings  of  Com- 
like  the  others,  low  and  flat,  containing  many  pools  of  fresh  water,  and  i^an^^-er  Sherard  Osborn. 
almost  alive  with  eider  ducks  ;  used  all  the  remainder  of  our  shot  and  some 
stones,  with  which  thirteen  birds  were  procured,  and  picked  up  154  eggs, 
making  in  all  254  eggs.  About  a  moiety  of  these  we  subsequently  found  to 
be  bad  ;  but  the  rest  were  a  great  treat,  though  to  any  but  a  Polar  appetite, 
I  doubt  not  but  they  would  have  been  uncommonly  strong.  The  ducks  I 
could  not  eat ;  the  females  were  poor  and  lean,  the  drakes  coarse  and  rank. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +38°.    Wind,  N.E.  by  N.  ;  1.  o.  m.  p. 

Course  and  distance  M.  G.  5  E.  and  5  miles  N. 

Heavy  rain  during  the  night.  This  island  is  the  only  one  on  which  I 
found  Esquimaux  traces,  or  indeed  saw  any  since  leaving  Northumberland 
Sound  ;  it  consisted  of  the  remains  of  a  cache,  which  I  erected  into  a  cairn. 
Oberved  tide  to  run  south  and  flood  until  3  p.m.  north,  and  ebb  until  9  P.ivr. 
On  the  11th  July,  tide  ran  south  and  ebbed  until  3h.  30m.  a.m. 

Monday,  July  lli/i.— 5h.  Had  a  glorious  breakfast,  the  men  in  a  perfect 
state  of  ecstacy  at  the  land  of  plenty  they  had  now  for  the  first  time  fallen 
into  since  leaving  Stromness ;  started  to  the  northward  against  the  tide, 
which  Avas  still  running. 

6h.  Temperature  +57°.  Wind,  N.W. ;  2.  o.  c.  t.  The  tides  puzzle  me,  but  Eeacii  Point  Pinnacle  in  the 
it  is  best  to  record  them  as  they  are  found,  and  leave  the  rest  to  be  decided  ^^^^^'^  Channel, 
hereafter.  I  have  no  faith  in  the  direction  of  the  flood  as  laid  down  by 
long-shore  observation  ;  it  is  only  in  the  stream  that  its  true  direction  can  be 
decided.  8h.  Reached  North  Cheyne  Islet.  Great  number  of  terns  breed- 
ing here.  It  is  composed  entirely  of  limestone,  mach  broken  up  and  barren, 
the  bare  and  heated  stones  serving  to  hatch  the  eggs  of  these  hardy  little 
birds,  who  build  no  nest,  but  merely  drop  one  or  two  eggs  (never  more) 
and  keep  constant  watch  over  them  without  appearing  to  set  upon  them. 
The  ice  came  rapidly  down  channel  at  9  o'clock,  just  after  we  had  started 
again  and  taken  the  lead  ;  it  was  a  wild  sight,  and  only  to  be  seen  in  the 
strong  tideways  of  this  channel.  We  just  got  on  a  large  floe  piece  in  time, 
when,  with  the  noise  of  a  charge  of  cavalry,  the  ice  closed.  We  had  plenty 
to  do,  and  began  working  ahead  and  going  in  for  the  land,  to  prevent  being 
swept  down  channel ;  but  the  recollection  of  that  scene  will  not  be  easily 
effaced  from  my  mind.  The  sullen  booming  of  the  floe  pieces  as  they  broke 
up  under  pressure,  the  up-heaving  of  huge  masses,  and  the  life-like  vitality 
communicated  to  surrounding  ice,  said  very  plainly  that  the  silent  scene  of 
a  frozen  sea  was  now  going  to  be  changed  for  the  angry  one  of  an  Arctic 
autumn.  12h.  30m.  The  wind  gradually  lulled,  and  by  certain  well  known 
signs  to  the  southward  a  gale  was  fast  brewing  from  that  quarter.  We  made 
a  hurried  lunch,  and  after  four  hours'  heavy  dragging  over  moving  pack, 
reached  a  narrow  lead  of  water  by  the  river.  Favoured  by  a  lead  of  water, 
we  pulled  rapidly  along,  passing  through  a  space  of  water  alive  with  kitti- 
wakes,  who  must  have  a  feeding  and  breeding  place  close  here.  The  ice 
was  closing  rapidly  in  upon  Point  Pinnacle  as  we  rounded  it,  and  by 
5  o'clock  we  were  snug  ashore  and  watching  with  no  small  satisfaction  the 
havoc  amongst  the  ice  in  the  offing. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature +  30°.    Wind,  S. ;  2.  to  4.  o.  f.  ' 

Course  and  distance  M.  G.  5  miles  W.  10  miles  N. 

lOh.  P.M.  Wind  shifted  suddenly  to  the  northward. 

Tuesday,  July  12if/i.  — During  the  last  night  the  ice  came  in  with 
great  violence  upon  the  coast,  breaking  away  and  sweeping  into  the  pack 
the  lofty  masses  of  floe  piled  up  along  shore,  as  well  as  large  fragments  of 
an  embryo  glacier  which  fringes  the  coast  line.    5h.  Breakfasted. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +35°.    Wind,  N.byE.  ;  3.  o.  c.  m. 

The  Avind  in  the  offing  looks  to  be  N.W.  It  was  high  water  at  5h.  30m.A.M.  Reach  the  south  side  of  Lonay 
Launched  upon  the  pack,  which  was  travelling  southward  with  island  in  the  Queen's  Channel, 
violence,  alternately  nipping  and  easing.  It  required  all  the  skill^  and 
coolness  of  an  experienced  set  of  men  to  handle  the  boat  in  such  a  position. 
No  less  than  three  times  had  we  to  haul  the  boat  upon  the  grounded  ice, 
to  prevent  being  crushed  as  the  pack  suddenly  rushed  in  ;  at  other  times, 
when  crossing  over  a  drifting  floe  piece,  heavy  pressure  round  its  edge 
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would  break  it  into  fragments,  ()\)]\^]n^  every  nerve  to  be  exerted  to  keep 
our  craft  from  })einf^  caii/^bt  l)etwcc'M  the  upturning-  masses  ;  in  addition  to 
which,  we  had  to  work  against  tlie  stream  and  a  strong  breeze,  in  six  hours 
making  only  3}^  miles  of  northing.  As  we  opened  Water  Sound  the  clear 
water  showed  out,  but  on  reaching  it  we  found  a  strong  gale,  against  which 
it  was  barely  possible  to  pull  and  track  ;  whilst  occasionally  a  field  of  ice 
would  come  sweeping  down  with  terrific  violence.  At  noon  I  was  rounding 
a  point  against  which  one  of  the  fields  was  coach-whe(;iin/r  •  some  strain  sud- 
denly occurred  at  the  far  end,  and  although  the  floe  piece  was  4  feet  thick, 
and  the  point  whereon  it  pressed  steep  (fully  an  angle  of  45"),  I  was 
astonished  to  see  it  run  fairly  up  for  many  yards  upon  the  beach,  and  then 
break  up,  and  roll  back  fragment  upon  fra^nent,  forming  a  wall  of  ice, 
outside  which  the  floe  (now  broken  off)  passed  along,  and  left  a  fringe  of 
ice  where  a  few  minutes  before  there  had  been  a  clear  coast  line.  Hauling 
gradually  in,  1  examined  Water  Sound,  and  decided  on  passing  inside  of 
Joy  Island  (Loney)  to-morrow.  Seals  were  very  numerous  here,  but 
exceedingly  shy ;  they  had  all  assumed  their  summer  coats.  The  Green- 
landers  in  my  party  said  they  were  all  bladder-noses  and  saddle-backs. 
Saw  many  deer  feeding  around  this  sound,  and  shot  a  Brent  goose  or  two. 
3h.  Reached  the  Narrows,  hauled  up  for  the  north  shore,  and  encamped. 
Observed  the  skeleton  of  a  large  and  old  bear  on  the  high  ground. 
6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  36°.  Wind,  N.W. ;  6.  to  8.  W. ;  o.  m.  g. 
Course  and  distance  M.G.  Along  shore,  round  East  Water  Sound,  12 
miles.    Dragged  and  pulled,  20  miles. 

Searching  the  Narrows  and  Wednesday,  July  \2>tli. — 5h.  Breakfasted  and  started.  Passed  through 
nrrb^f  ^In^d°"rl1urn^o^Cap^       Narrows,  boat  dragging  along  one  shore,  myself  searching  the  other ; 

the  ice  within  the  Narrows  very  ancient.  Opened  out  West  Water 
Sound,  a  fine  sweeping  harbour,  in  which  a  navy  might  ride ;  skirted  it 
round  from  point  to  point,  but  found  nothing  to  denote  it  being  often  open, 
or  ever  having  been  visited  before.  Noon.  Passed  from  the  old  ice  again, 
on  to  the  thin  ice  of  Queen's  Channel.  Sighted  a  cairn  upon  the  crest  of 
Loney  Island,  denoting  it  to  have  been  visited  by  some  one  since  my  de- 
parture ;  but  seeing  immediately  afterwards  a  signal  up  at  the  east  hill  of 
Cape  Lady  Franklin,  denoting  that  Captain  Richards  had  returned,  I 
hastened  to  reach  the  grand  depot  this  day.  Lunched,  and  proceeded. 
Found  the  ice  much  improved,  nearly  all  the  water  having  drained  off 
through  cracks  in  the  floe.  Observed  that  the  water  had  made  up  to  the 
Eider  Islands,  and  thence  N.E.  for  Crescent  Island.  4h.  reached  the  east 
extremity  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin  ;  hurried  on,  and  found  my  two  men  all 
safe — Simon  Dix  very  much  better.  Captain  Richards  arrived  here  on 
the  3v\y ;  and  on  the  inst.  Mr.  Loney  came  across,  having 

visited  Hungry,  Barrow,  and  Loney  Islands,  for  angles  connected  with  the 
survey  of  this  channel,  and  brought  orders  for  his  recall  immediately.  I 
found  similar  ones  {vide  Appendix,  No.  2,  page  25)  from  Captain  Richards; 
and  the  sledge  having  arrived,  I  prepared  to  comply  with  all  despatch, 
for  I  have  no  wish  to  be  cruising  about  in  the  pack  of  this  channel  with  a 
well  fagged  crew. 

6h.  P.M.  Temperature  +  40°.    Wind,  N.W. ;  2.  b.  c.  >. 
Course  and  distance  M.G.    Narrows,  W.N.W,  4|  miles;  East  Water 
Sound,  N.W.,  3^  miles;  to  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  N.N.W.  12  miles. 

Thursday,  July  14th.  —  We  slept  but  little,  for  the  men  had  much 
news  to  hear — none  more  pleasing  than  the  arrival  of  letters  up  to  a  late 
date  from  England,  per  "  Isabel"  (Captain  Inglefield),  via  Bechey  Island, 
and  of  his  gloriously  successful  voyage  up  Jones's  Strait  and  Smith  Sound 
at  the  head  of  Baffin's  Bay  'I  he  safety  of  Mr.  Kennedy  I  was  also 
glad  to  hear  of.  5h.  a  m.  Made  our  breakfast.  Provisioned  for  ten  days, 
as  there  is  a  possibility  of  a  long  cruise  before  me.  Buried  the  depot, 
('losed  the  depot  cylinder,  and  depositing  it  on  the  hill,  secured  it  care- 
fully. Noticed  a  record,  in  Sir  E.  J3elc'lier's  writing,  that  no  officer  of 
this  squadron  was  to  touch  the  provisions  of  this  depot ;  necessity  had 
alr(;!idy  compelled  that  step  to  be  taken,  and  my  present  position  I  trust 
justhicd  me  ni  acting  to  the  best  of  my  judgment.  I  see  likewise  that 


Reach  Spit  Island  and  find  the 
Ships  have  left  winter  quarters. 
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Mr.  Loney  was  sent  to  look  for  Captain  Richards  and  myself,  and  recall 
them  immediately.  To  prevent  any  future  visitor — Collinson,  for  in- 
stance— supposing  that  either  of  us  had  been  at  any  time  lost  or  missing, 
I  endorsed  the  document  with  the  news  that  we  had  both  this  day  left  for 
Northumberland  Sound. 

6h.  A.M.  Temperature  +  42°.    Wind,  N.W. ;  3.  b.  v. 

lOh.  Started,  everything  in  the  boat,  which  was  now  filled  with  gear, 
except  the  buffalo  robe ;  it  was  decayed,  and  so  rotten  that  I  condemned 
it.  Fomid  we  had  quite  as  much  as  we  could  move  over  the  ice.  Simon 
Dix  is  far  from  strong.  After  six  hours'  severe  labour,  launched  into  clear 
water,  close  to  North  Eider  Island.  A  perfect  calm,  and  fine  lead  of  water 
ahead.  Pulling  in  watches,  and  taking  our  meals  between  the  spells. 
Passed  Barrow  Island  at  7h.  p.m.,  and  at  1  Ih.  p.m.,  after  some  difficulty  in 
pulling  to  windward  to  get  clear  of  ice  off  the  south  extremity  of  Spit 
Island,  we  landed  near  Spit  Point.  Heartily  fatigued,  of  course  ;  but  as  I 
had  not  told  the  crew  of  the  probability  of  the  vessels  having  started,  they 
were  in  high  spirits  at  so  successful  a  run,  and  talked,  confidently  of  being 
with  their  shipmates  to-morrow.  I  ascended  the  hill,  and  after  a  long  and 
careful  examination  of  Northumberland  Sound  and  the  neighbourhood, 
decided  that  the  ships  had  started.  The  land  floe  was  still  fast  in  North- 
umberland Sound,  and  the  canal  which  had  been  cut  distinctly  visible. 
Returned,  and  sent  Jos.  Organ  (captain  of  sledge)  to  look ;  he  returned, 
and  confirmed  my  opinion. 

Course  and  distance  M.G.    9  miles  S.E. 

22  miles  N.N.E. 
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Friday,  July  \5t/i. — 6h.  a.m.  Temperature  +  41°.  Wind,  N.E. ;  1.  b.  c.  v. 

Proceeded  to  the  top  of  the  island,  accompanied  by  Joseph  Organ  ; 
looked  in  every  direction  carefully,  from  Percy  Mount  to  Village  Point, 
without  seeing  them.  Saw  the  cairn  on  Mount  Beaufort  and  that  of  Loney 
Station  alone  standing,  out  of  the  many  that  have  been  erected.  Returned 
to  the  boat,  and  started  down  channel ;  I  should  have  gone  round  inside 
Spit  Island,  but  that  there  was  much  ice  there.  9h-  a.m.  After  crossing  a 
belt  of  pack  we  reached  Cape  Sir  John  Franklin  (the  ebb  tide  running), 
I  ascended  Percy  Mount,  and  sent  the  boat  round  close  inshore.  Visited 
the  cairn,  and  left  a  notice  of  my  having  passed  in  quest  of  the  ships. 
Returned  to  the  boat.  lOh.  Caught  sight  of  two  objects  15  or  20  miles 
distant,  which  looked  like  the  vessels  going  to  the  south,  under  sail  and 
steam.  Ih.  30m.  Reached  Hungry  Island,  having  pulled  the  whole  way  in 
a  perfect  calm ;  the  wind  was  occasionally  felt  in  cat's-paws,  but  not  enough 
to  serve  us.  Flood  tide,  made  up  to  the  northward,  making  but  little  head- 
way, and  the  ice  closing,  hauled  ashore  to  wait  for  turn  of  tide.  Saw  the 
vessels  distinctly.  Threw  ourselves  down  on  the  gravel,  and  soon  fell 
asleep.  5h.  30m.  Roused  out,  and  supped ;  touched  at  Long  Island. 
Observed  the  vessels  6  miles  distant,  in  loose  pack.  lOh.  I5m.  p.m.  Reached 
the  pack  edge ;  commenced  dragging  and  launching  with  much  difficulty. 
Joined  by  a  party  of  men  from  "  Assistance,"  under  Mr.  Taylor,  boatswain. 
12h.  or  midnight.  Reached  the  "  Assistance ;"  cheered,  &c.  Found  Sir 
Edward  Belcher  and  all  safe  and  sound,  both  in  her  and  my  own  craft,  the 
"  Pioneer,"  to  which  I  returned,  as  glad  to  see  them  all  as  they  appeared  to 
meet  me.  So  ended  my  spring  and  summer  journey  ;  and  although  there  is 
matter  for  congratulation  that  such  lengthened  operations  as  those  of  the  ^p^^^J^^^  or^r^miiesTouth  of 
Western  Division  have  been,  were  attended  with  no  casualties  or  deaths,  Long  Island  on  the  East  Coast 
still  we  have  been  unsuccessful  in  the  object  of  our  coming  to  these  seas,  of  the  Queen's  Channel. 
— the  discovery  of  Franklin,  and,  as  far  as  we  are  concerned,  all  hope  is 
now  at  an  end;  but  I  have  yet  one  hope  left,  that  either  Captain  M'Clintock 
or  Mecham  may  have  been  more  fortunate.  May  God,  in  His  infinite 
mercy,  grant  that  it  be  so  !  Heaps  of  letters  !  I  do  not  think  I  closed  an 
eye  this  night. 

Course  and  distance  M.G.    25  miles  S  S.E. 
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List  of  Specimens  of  Fossn-s,  amJ  of  Geolooical  iSi'Fx;imen8  collected  by 
Coirirnander  Shekaud  Osboun,  lH5'.i. 


No. 


1 

1  B 


2 

2  B 

2  C 
3 

3  B 

5 
6 
7 

8 

9 

10 
11 

12 

13 
14 


15 


16 


Nature. 


Coal  - 

Driftwood 

Fossil 

Sea  Coal  - 
Slate  Coal 

Fossils 
Coal 

Fossil  Shells 
Fossil 

Fossil  Shell 

Fossil  Shell  and 
prevailing  rock 
Fossil 

Fossil  Wood 

Fossil  Shells 

Fossil  Shell 
Shells 


l{*rnark«. 


Specimens  of  the 
prevailing  for- 
mation. 


Fossil  Bone 


Query,  Fossil  Wood.  Found  on  Spit  Island,  .July  1853. 
Found  on  S.W.  shores  of  Queen's  Channel,  between 

Int.  76"  N.  and  75"  40'  N. ;  san^lstone  plains  and 

limestone  hills. 
Small  .specimens  of  driftwood  found  on  the  S.W,  shores 

of  Queen's  Channel,  Letween  hit.  76"  10'  N.  and 

75°  40'  N. 

Found  on  a  hill,  close  to  Cape  Lady  Franklin  ;  lime- 
stone prevailing  ;  sandstone  found  in  the  low  coun» 

try  ;  very  abundant  elsewhere. 
Specimen  of  coal  found  about  the  tidal  mark  in  76"  N,, 

west  shore  of  the  Queen's  Channel. 
Found  in  considerable  fprantities   on   the  limestone 

ridges  rising  from  sandstone  plains  in  lat.  76°  25' N. 

on  the  west  coast  of  the  Queen's  Channel. 
Abounding  on  the  high  lands  about  the  neighbourhood 

of  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  Queen's  Channel. 
A  specimen  from  an  island  in  the  Queen's  Channel. 
Specimen  of  calcareous  deposit  found  upon  limestone 

hills  in  lat.  76"  36' N.  long.  98'  W.,  Queen's  Channel. 
I'ovmd   near    Cape    Foitune ;   sandstone  prevailing. 

(N.B. —  The  last  encrinites  seen  going  westward.) 
Found  upon  "  The  Sisters,"  a  hill  rising  425  feet  above 

the  sea  in  lat.  76'  45'  K,  Ion.  100'  20' W.  ;  limestone 

prevailing. 

Found   100   feet   above   the  sea,  on  north  coast  of 

Bathurst  Land,  near  Mount  Solitary,  lat.  76°  35'  N., 

Ion.  104°  nearly. 
Found  near  and  about  the  base  of  Mount  Solitary*, 

Bathurst  Land,  May  1853. 
Bone,  found  in  a  sandstone  ravine,  east  coast  of  Byam 

Martin  Island. 
Being  portion  of  a  fossil  tree  found  in  a  ravine  near  a 

hill  in  lat.  76°  33',  Ion.  105°  W.,  Byam  Martin 

Channel ;  sandstone  country. 
Found  on  the  low  ridges  of  limestone,  50  feet  above  the 

sea,  forming  the  N.E.  extreme  of  the  Byam  Martin 

Channel. 

Found  near  the  Rendezvous  Hill,  east  shore  of  Byam 
Martin  Channel. 

The  only  fossils  seen  on  the  north  coast  of  Melville 
Island  between  Hecla  and  Fury  Gulf  and  the  Byam 
Martin  Channel ;  they  were  found  at  a  low  point 
near  the  Bay  of  Promise,  where  the  pressure  from 
the  floe  appeared  to  have  turned  up  a  substratum 
of  limestone. 

Eleven  parcels  of  the  prevailing  formation,  which,  under 
different  conditions,  forms  the  remarkable  mass  of 
elevated  land  called  for  the  present  Capie  Nor '-West, 
Melville  Island  ;  the  summit  of  the  cape  had  a 
stratum  of  limestone,  perhaps  50  feet  deep,  over- 
laying it. 

Broken  off,  the  shoulder-bone  perfect  of  a  whale,  found 
on  an  island  off"  the  north  coast  of  Bathurst  Land  ; 
the  bones  of  the  whale  were  about  50  feet  above  the 
sea. 


(Signed)       Sheeaiid  OsjiOEN, 

Commander  H.M.S.  "  Pioneer,"  Nov.  7th,  1853. 

The  above  Collection  was  delivered  over  to  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  by 
Commandor  Ilichards,  at  2  P.M.  on  Nov.  7th,  1853.  S.  0. 
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General  Remarks  upon  the  Ice  and  Floes  from  Cape  Lady  Franklin  to  the     Proceedings  of  Corn- 
Entrance  of  Byam  Martin  Channel ;  or  from  lat.  76°  40'  N.,  and  long,  "zander  Sherard  Osborn. 
99°  0'  W.  nearly,  to  lat.  76°  30'  N.,  and  long.  105°  0'  W.  nearly.   

If  a  line  be  drawn  with  a  pencil  from  Cape  Lady  Franklin  westward, 
touching  Ricard  Island,  along  the  north  shore  of  the  Osborn  Group,  and 
thence  with  a  curve  to  the  N.E.  head  of  Byam  Martin  Channel,  a  very 
good  idea  of  the  line  of  demarcation  between  the  old  and  young  floes  of  the 
Arctic  ocean  will  be  formed. 

Southward  of  such  a  line  the  ice  exhibited  signs  of  great  age,  its  surface 
covered  with  hummocks,  or  knolls  of  ice  more  properly  speaking,  which, 
from  their  uniform  rounded  and  polished  appearance,  had  undoubtedly 
been  formed  by  the  action  of  repeated  summer  thaws,  whilst,  from  the 
undisturbed  look  of  the  edge  of  the  floe,  whether  within  the  islands,  bays, 
or  inlets,  it  was  very  evident  that  the  said  ice  had  not  been  forced  in  there, 
but  was  evidently  formed  in  some  bygone  year,  and  had  remained  there 
ever  since. 

As  to  any  person  with  our  present  knowledge  of  Arctic  phenomena 
presuming  to  say  whether  such  ice  is  of  two,  three,  six,  or  a  dozen  years 
of  age,  I  believe  no  approach  to  the  truth  could  be  arrived  at,  there  being 
no  distinctive  mark  to  tell  the  age  of  one  knoll  from  another,  for  its  height, 
size,  or  colour,  would  depend  much  upon  the  neighbourhood  in  which  it 
was  formed,  &c.  All  that  can  be  said  of  a  floe  is  that  it  is  very  old,  or  of 
one  season ;  and  to  ice  of  the  latter  description  we  will  now  turn. 

Bearing  in  mind  the  line  first  alluded  to,  northward  of  it  in  every  direc- 
tion, and  for  distances  varying  from  10  to  30  miles,  packed  ice  was  to  be 
seen,  and  that  portion  of  it  that  came  under  my  own  observation  {vide  track), 
as  well  as  that  which  was  sufficiently  near  for  my  glass  to  examine,  was  of 
one  description,  namely,  ice  of  one  season. 

Hard,  smooth,  and  close  grained  in  places  where  it  had  been  sheltered 
from  pressure,  it  varied  in  thickness  from  6  to  8  feet ;  in  places  which,  from 
their  cracking  as  early  as  the  15th  of  June  1853,  I  was  able  to  see  was  acted 
upon  by  a  strong  tide,  although  nothing  equal  to  the  race  of  Queen's 
Channel. 

These  smooth  belts,  however,  were  rare ;  and  in  the  offing,  as  far  as  eye 
or  telescope  could  reach,  a  wildly-packed  state  of  the  floe  ice  was  to  be 
seen,  denoting  that  during  the  severe  autumnal  and  wintry  gales  that  sea 
had  been  in  motion — open  I  cannot  conscientiously  call  it.  None  of  this 
packed  ice  (and  I  measured  much  of  it  in  the  worst  part  of  the  Queen's 
Channel)  ever  exceeded  30  inches  in  thickness,  which  would,  I  think, 
agree  with  the  average  thickness  of  the  floes  in  this  latitude  about  the  month 
of  December ;  from  which  I  infer  that  up  to  the  end  of  that  month  this  ice 
is  constantly  on  the  move  at  spring  tides,  or  in  heavy  gales  of  wind. 


General  Remarks  upon  the  Oceanic  Ice  North  of  Queen's  Channel. 

As  early  as  the  3rd  of  May  1 853,  water  made  off  Spit  Island  in  the  head 
of  Queen's  Channel ;  in  May  1 853  the  North-east  Division  found  the  ice 
breaking  down  from  weakness,  and  on  the  12th  of  June  1853  I  saw  that 
the  body  of  the  ice  northward  was  cracked,  that  those  cracks  had  opened  to 
4  and  6  feet,  which  could  only  have  been  done  by  the  floes  being  in  motion  ; 
and  strong  signs  of  water,  both  in  water  fog  and  the  flight  of  wild  fowl, 
denoted  the  existence  of  water  (open  to  a  greater  or  smaller  extent)  in  a 
northerly  direction  early  in  June. 

The  vitality  in  the  ice  of  this  region,  at  so  early  a  date,  the  packed  state 
of  its  surface,  and  the  existence  of  open  patches  of  water,  were  all  certainly 
occasioned  by  one  cause — that  of  the  passage  of  a  strong  tidal  wave  in  an 
east  and  west  direction,  which  was  rendered,  from  being  pent  up  in  narrow 
channels,  a  perfect  millstream,  the  rise  and  fall  of  the  spring  tides  being, 
withal,  never  more  than  8  or  6  feet. 
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Proceedings  of  Com-       The  theory  of  an  uncoiigealable  ocean  has  received  from  uh  no  confirma- 
iiintlei-  Sherard  Osboni.  ^^^^y  testimony,  for  tlie  route  of  our  journeys  in  1 853,  whether  easterly  or 
westerly,  were  undoubtedly  along  a  coast  norl/uj/ard  oi  v,\i'ic]i  there  existed 
much  land,  either  in  the  shape  of  islands  or  an  extensive  continuous  con- 
tinent deeply  indented  with  channels  and  fiords. 

In  B'tjam  Mar  I'm  Channel,  as  far  south  as  lat.  N.,  the  ice  puzzled 
me  much ;  and  I  saw  nothing  to  guide  me  with  certainty  in  forming  an 
opinion  of  the  age  of  the  ice  within  it. 

My  opinion,  though  perhaps  merely  a  rough  hypothesis,  is  this  :  That 
late  last  season.  By  am  Martin  was  o/>ew,  if  not  through  into  Barrow's  Strait, 
it  was  so  at  its  upper  or  northern  entrance ;  the  ice  in  it  was  not  packed, 
but  appeared  as  if  after  a  very  backward  season,  in  which  there  had  been 
but  little  thaw ;  the  floes  had  broken  and  parted,  and  become  again  rece- 
mented  after  lanes  and  leads  of  water  had  made  between  the  loose  floe 
pieces. 

Between  this  channel  and  my  farthest  west  (the  east  extreme  of  Hecla 
and  Fury  Gulf),  the  following  circumstances  render  any  opinion  upon  the 
ice  purely  local,  and  leading  to  no  fair  inference  of  the  state  of  the  ice  in 
the  offing,  or  of  the  degree  of  open  water  in  the  proper  season. 

From  long.  106°  to  109^°  W.  the  north  coast  of  Melville  Island  will 
be  seen  to  be  entirely  sheltered  from  the  prevailing  current  (from  west  to 
east)  of  this  portion  of  the  Arctic  zone,  owing  to  which  current  I  mainly 
attribute  the  yearly  or  periodic  clearances  of  these  seas  ;  at  the  same  time, 
the  great  bay  formed  between  Cape  North- West  and  Point  Dormett  is  a 
wide  but  extensive  receptacle  for  the  broken  ice,  pack,  or  floes,  which  in  the 
autumn  or  early  winter  are  so  much  acted  upon  by  the  heavy  easterly  and 
south-east  gales  of  that  season  of  the  year.  To  all  appearance,  the  ice  last 
winter  only  existed  along  shore,  except  in  Wetherall  and  Sherard  Bays,  and 
there,  especially  the  former,  the  ice  was  very  old ;  for  in  the  offing  there 
was  an  appearance  of  2)acked  ice,  but  we  only  fell  in  with  it  in  and  about 
North-West  Cape. 

In  May,  Lieutenant  Hamilton  found  water  making  along  shore,  off  the 
north  extreme  of  the  east  side  of  Hecla  and  Fury  Gulf.  I  saw  it  in  the  same 
month  oif  both  the  northern  points  of  Byum  Martin  Channel,  showing,  at 
any  rate,  that  the  ice  was  not  of  any  extraordinary  strength,  and  that  an 
open  season,  according  to  the  average  sum  of  Arctic  ones,  might  be  expected 
here  quite  as  much  as  any  other  part  yet  visited  of  these  high  latitudes. 


Remarks  upon  Ice  Tides  and  Drift  within  the  Queen's  Channel. 

Strong  tides  rather  than  an  early  season,  or  a  deep  sea,  are  evidently  the 
cause  of  this  channel  being  so  early  broken  up  in  the  year,  and  so  tardy  in 
freezing  over. 

As  early  as  the  22d  March  1853,  we  found  the  ice  in  the  fair-way  of 
Queen's  Channel  excessively  weak ;  and  wherever  the  superincumbent 
weight  of  snow  had  forced  the  floe  down,  the  tide  was  sure  to  have  cut  the 
latter  away,  leaving  only  dangerous  and  unsecure  footing  over  the  half- 
hardened  surface  of  the  snow.  In  many  places  we  pushed  our  poles  through 
into  the  rapid  current  of  the  channel ;  in  others  it  broke  through  with  our 
weight ;  and  in  one  place  there  was  a  clear  patch  of  water,  fully  an  acre  in 
extent. 

That  the  main  current,  or  stream  of  tide,  sweeps  alternately,  like  the 
course  of  a  river,  one  coast  and  the  other,  is  best  shewn  by  the  rapid  disap- 
pearance of  ice  in  one  part  of  the  channel,  and  its  existence  at  the  same 
time  in  a  hard  crystalline  floe  in  others.  The  curvature  of  this  stream, 
which  alternately  impinges  upon  one  coast  and  the  other  until  it  strikes  the 
N.IC.  extreme  of  this  channel,  and  thence  sweeps  eastward,  I  have  en- 
deavoured to  delineate  in  my  annexed  chart. 

In  the  remarkably  open  season  of  1H52,  a  season  which  lasted  to  a  late 
date,  accompanied  by  heavy  S.E.  gales,  and  a  ])roportionably  high  state  of 
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temperature  of  air  and  water,  in  the  months  of  October  and  November  all    Proceedings  of  Com- 

the  ice  or  floes  situated  in  the  main  channels  of  this  strait,  as  well  as  the  ii^ander  Sherard  Osborn. 

neighbouring  seas,  were  undoubtedly  broken  up  ;  yet  within  many  of  the 

sounds,  such  as   that  of   Sir    R.    Inglis,    Barrow,  Northumberland, 

Carey,  and  Foulweather,  the  floes  remained  undisturbed ;  whilst,  upon 

many  of  the  beaches,  as  witnessed  by  us  in  September  1852,  on  Hungry 

Island,  and  by  the  quantity  of  sea  wreck  found  along  the  high-water  mark 

in  Driftwood  Bay,  there  was  a  heavy  sea  running,  unchecked  by  ice  or 

other  impediments. 

The  floe  gives  way  earliest  at  the  following  points,  as  proved  by  the 
experience  of  Parry  and  Goodsir  in  1851,  and  ourselves  in  1853. 

In  the  N.E,  portion  of  the  Queen's  Channel,  that  is,  off  Spit,  Pioneer 
and  Crescent  Islands ;  off  Barrow,  Parker,  and  Water  Islands  ;  thence  south 
ward,  touching  the  east  side  of  Cheyne  Islands,  down  the  coast  of  Dundas 
and  Hamilton  Islands,  and  along  the  Maury  Channel,  round  Cape  Philipps, 
to  Cape  De  Haven  :  here,  from  some  cause  yet  to  be  explained,  the  early 
ivater  ceases. 

However,  so  far,  the  reason  is  self-evident  for  the  existence  of  water  at 
so  early  a  season  ;  it  is  created  by  the  strength  of  the  tide  acting  upon  the 
ice,  after  the  temperature  has  risen  so  that  the  creation  of  new  ice  is  no 
longer  possible. 


The  Tides. 

Whether  the  tide  sets  from  the  direction  of  BarroAv  Straits  for  the  flood, 
or  down  from  the  Northern  S  ea,  is  a  question  as  yet,  m  1113''  opinion,  unsatis- 
factorily solved.  Reference  to  my  journal  will  show  that  upon  the  west 
shore  the  flood  several  times  was  seen  to  come  from  the  N.W.,  whilst 
on  the  east  shore  it  as  decidedly  came  from  the  S.E.  Wherever  we  had 
opportunities  of  testing  the  tide  it  was  purely  local ;  and  there  is  always  one 
great  difficulty  in  the  Arctic  regions,  in  connection  with  tidal  observa- 
tions during  the  summer  season,  that  the  surface-water  {fresh)  is  easily 
acted  upon  by  the  prevailing  wind  or  by  a  coming  breeze,  for  the  current 
is  always  in  advance  of  the  wind,  and  that  may  often  be  against  or  across  a 
strong  gale. 

There  is  another  thing  which  should  be  borne  in  mind  in  reference  to  the 
tides  of  these  seas,  that  there  must  be  a  major  tide,  which  serves  to  carry  oflT 
the  superabundant  waters,  ice  and  floes,  formed  within  their  limits  ;  other- 
wise, if  the  tides  were  of  equal  force,  the  accumulation  would  soon  cause 
those  much-talked  of  barriers  to  be  as  impenetrable  as  the  most  dismal 
minded  Polar  seer  would  wish.  This  major  tide  undoubtedly  flows  easterly 
and  southerly,  both  in  Queen's  Channel  and  in  the  sea  to  the  northward  of 
it  {vide  Travelling  Journal  of  1852). 


Document  left  by  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  on  quitting 
the  Queen's  Channel. 

"On  the  18th  day  of  August  1852,  H.M.S.  "Assistance,"  and  tender, 
"  Pioneer,"  under  the  direction  of  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  commanding 
the  Arctic  Searching  Squadron,  passed  up  this  Channel  and  wintered  in 
Northumberland  Sound,  lat.  76°  51'  N.;  long.  97°  0' W.  He  after- 
wards explored,  and  took  possession  of  lands,  up  to  North  Cornwall,  in 
lat.  77°  40'  N.  in  the  name  of  Her  Most  Gracious  Majesty  Victoria  Queen 
of  Great  Britain  and  Ireland,  &c.  &c. 

"In  the  spring  of  this  year  1853,  he  pushed  his  parties  to  the  S.W.  up  to 
Melville  Island,  and  ascertained  from  a  report  from  Captain  Kellett,  the 
safety  of  H.M.S.  "  Investigator"  and  crew  at  Banks  Land. 

"  His  own  exploration,  to  the  E.  and  N.  E.,  carried  him  to  the 
communication  with  Wellington  Channel,  15°  N.W,  of  Point  Hogarth;  the 
communication  of  Jones's  Strait  with  the  Polar  Sea,  and  the  addition  of  the 
Victoria  Archipelago  to  Her  Majesty's  territories  in  the  Polar  regions. 

"  The  "Assistance"  will  return  to  Cape  Becher  and  Beechy  Island  at  the 
II.  K  k 
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Proceedings  of  Com-  earliest  possible  chance  after  the  return  <j1  tlie  S.W.  DiviKion,  hourly  ex- 
mander  Sherard  Osborn.  pgQ|^g(J 

"  One  luarinc  died  of  abscess  ol'  lun^s,  during-  tlie  winter  ;  otJ)erwiKC  the 
crew  have  continued  healthy,  and  no  casualties  of  note. 

"  EuwAiiu  Belchhk,  Captain, 
"  July,  5,  1853.  "  Commanding  Arctic  lOxpedition." 

[H.  Briant,  Printer,  H.M.S.  "  Assistance."] 


The  Drift  Woon. 

The  fragments  of  drift  pine  found  by  us  in  18.51  on  Pioneer  Island  and 
some  other  places,  as  well  as  that  picked  up  by  my  party  in  Driftwood 
Bay,  were  all  vitrij^  very  old,  and  much  broken  up.  My  carpenter,  who  is 
a  smart  intelligent  man,  had  opportunities  of  examining  the  largest  pieces 
found  by  any  one  in  our  expedition  (some  of  them  4  feet  long,  and  4  and 
5  inches  diameter);  his  opinion  was  that  it  was  American  larch.  One  piece 
v^as  the  root  end  of  a  tree  ;  the  root  as  well  as  the  branches  had  all  been 
broken  off,  and  the  knots,  from  their  smooth  and  rounded  appearance,  had, 
I  think,  been  long  rubbed  against  ice  or  rocks.  As  American  pine,  there 
were  two  routes  by  whicli  it  is  quite  possible  it  may  have  travelled  into 
this  remote  region.  The  one  was  from  the  Labrador  shore,  whence,  under 
the  influence  of  autumnal  gales  and  the  great  influx  of  the  warm  water  of 
the  Atlantic,  it  is  within  the  bounds  of  probability  that  this  wood  may  in 
time  have  been  swept  here.  Or  else,  the  great  discharge  of  water  and  drift 
wood  from  the  Mackenzie  River  may  sweep  a  small  portion  round  the 
north-Avest  extremity  of  Melville  Island  ;  and  this  Avould  eventually  travel 
to  where  we  found  it  Avith  the  ice  and  superabundant  waters  of  the  Polar 
sea,  when  struggling  to  reach  the  Atlantic  Ocean  by  Jones's  or  Baffin's 
Straits. 

That  at  some  remote  date  wood  actually  existed  and  trees  grew  in  this 
latitude  has,  I  presume,  been  placed  beyond  all  doubt  by  the  discovery  of 
fossil  wood  in  Banks  Land,  by  the  officers  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  In- 
vestigator," and  by  myself,  on  the  northern  coast  of  Bathurst  Island 
(latitude  76°  30'  N.)  ;  but  that  was  at  a  period  far  anterior  to  the  crea- 
tion of  such  wood  as  we  found  upon  the  beaches  of  Queen's  Channel. 

I  since  learn  that  Lieutenant  Mecham  found  extensive  petrified  remains 
of  forests  upon  the  south  shore  of  Prince  Patrick's  Island. 


Copies  of  Report  of  Proceedings  connected  with  the  foregoing  Journal. 
Lieutenant  Osborn  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

Off  Cape  Fortune,  Lat.  76°.  30'  N.,  Long.  102°.  acy  W. 
Sir,  June  5th,  1853. 

The  accompanying  documents  will  to-day  pass  into  the  hands  of 
Mr.  May,  to  be  carried  with  all  despatch  to  Northumberland  Sound. 
They  came  into  my  possession  under  the  following  circumstances. 

On  the  17th  May  I  parted  company  from  Capt.  Richards  in  latitude 
76°.  40'  N.,  and  longitude  109°.  40' W.  His  sledge  was  then  completed 
in  provisions,  and  Capt.  Richards  and  crew  all  well,  contemplating  a 
farther  search  of  200  miles  to  the  westward. 

On  May  23(1,  whilst  examining  a  deep  bay  near  Byam  Martin  Channel, 
T  Avas  ()\  ertaken  by  Lieut.  Hamilton  of  the  "  Resolute,"  accompanied  by 
a  small  sledge  and  two  men.  He,  it  seems,  met  Capt.  Kichards  the  very 
day  we  parted  company ;  ;uid  from  a  note  I  received,  I  believe  Captain 
Richards  has  proceeded  to  the  "  Resolute,"  his  farther  progress  westward 
becoming  needless  owing  to  Capt.  M'Clintock  having  taken  that  route 
early  in  April. 

From  the  "  Resolute  "  ('apt.  Richards  will  return  to  Boat  Beach,  on  the 
west  sid(^  of  Byam  Mnrtin  (Jhannel,  by  the  southern  coast. 

T.iieut.  Hamilton  and  myself  then  proceeded  as  rapidly  as  possible  to  the 
rendezvous  cairn.  It  wms  reached  on  the  27th  May,  and  on  the  same  day 
Lieut.  Hamiltcm  departed  with  your  despatches  for  Capt.  Kcllett  and  the 
Admiralty. 
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From  Capt.  Richards  on  his  return  you  will  of  course  receive  detailed     Proceedings  of  Com- 
accoimts  of  the  proceedings  of  Capt. '  Kellett's  division.    The  following  ^^"^^^"^  Sherard  Osborn. 
brief  notes  of  information  collected  from  Lieut.  Hamilton  may  in  the  mean- 
time,  however,  be  interesting. 

The  "  Resolute "  reached  Winter  Harbour  and  established  a  depot  of 
provisions  there  in  September  1852.  They  then  went  into  winter  quarters 
at  Dealy  Island,  Bridport  Inlet.  During  the  autumn  depots  of  provisions 
for  sledges  were  formed  at  Port  Nias  and  in  Liddon  Gulph.  The  notice 
of  Captain  M'Clure  having  visited  Winter  Harbour,  the  report  of  the  pro- 
ceedings of  H.  M.  S  "  Investigator,"  and  her  probable  position  in  the  Bay  of 
Mercy  were  likewise  discovered.  The  winter  passed  with  only  the  loss  of 
two  men,  one  in  the  "  Intrepid  "  and  one  in  the  "  Resolute."  On  M  arch  10th 
Lieut.  Pim  and  Dr.  Domville  started  for  the  Bay  of  Mercy,  and  on 
April  4th  Captain  M'Clintock  started  for  the  north-west,  via  Hecla  and 
Fury  Gulf,  and  Lieut.  Mecham  to  the  west  along  the  south  shore  of 
Melville  Island.  Lieut.  Hamilton  likewise  proceeded  to  establish  a  depot 
at  Cape  Mudge,  in  order  that  the  search  eastward  from  thence  might  be 
carried  out. 

On  April  19th  Lieut.  Pim  returned  to  the  "  Resolute,"  accompanied  by 
Captain  M'Clure.  The  "  Investigator  "  had  been  unable  to  get  out  of  the 
Bay  of  Mercy  last  year,  and  arrangements  had  been  made  for  the  major 
portion  of  the  crew  to  desert  the  ship  on  the  15th  April,  Captain  M'Clure 
intending  to  remain  with  some  of  the  strongest  hands  for  another  year. 

The  necessity  for  the  former  measure  was  of  course  put  a  stop  to  by  the 
fortunate  arrival  of  the  "  Resolute  "  at  Melville  Island  ;  and  the  invalids  of 
the  "  Investigator "  were,  when  Lieut.  Hamilton  left,  daily  expected  at 
Dealy  Island. 

According  to  my  original  instructions  from  Capt.  Richards,  I  was  to  have 
gone  direct  to  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  and  thence  examine  to  the  eastward, 
leaving  him  to  finish  the  search  in  this  neighbourhood.  Under  present 
circumstances  I  deem  it  advisable,  in  the  first  place,  to  search  the  bights 
west  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  in  order  that  Capt.  Richards  may  be  enabled 
to  make  a  direct  course,  and  that  you  may  be  the  sooner  put  in  possession  . 
of  the  intelligence  he  will  have  brought  from  Captain  Kellett. 

I  regret  to  say  that  as  yet  no  traces  of  the  missing  ships  have  been 
met  with 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)       Sherard  Osborn, 

Lieutenant,  &c. 


Report  No.  2,  being  the  sequel  to  the  above,  given  in  to  Sir  Edward 
Belcher,  C.B.,  per  order  contained  in  a  Letter  (D.  2), 

Lieutenant  Osborn  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

H.  M.  S.  "  Pioneer,"  off  Cape  Osborn, 
Sir,  Sept.  26th,  1853. 

My  letter  of  the  5th  June,  forwarded  with  other  documents  by  Lieut 
May,  will  have  put  you  in  possession  of  all  information  I  had  to  commu- 
nicate up  to  that  date. 

Having  desired  Lieut.  May  to  proceed  with  all  despatch  to  Northumber- 
land Sound,  I  divided  my  crew  into  two  parties,  and  sent  Joseph  Organ, 
captain  of  the  sledge,  with  one,  to  replenish  a  depot  of  provisions  for 
Capt.  Richards  under  Cape  Fortune,  and  to  search  a  bay  in  its  neighbour- 
hood. I  took  my  place  as  a  dragging-hand  with  the  other  party,  and 
proceeded  to  establish  a  small  cache  under  the  S.  W.  entrance  of  Deception 
Island. 

This  service  was  hardly  completed  when,  with  great  rapidity,  summer 
came  in  upon  us,  with  its  usual  sequents  of  heavy  travelling,  deep  water, 
and  soft  snow  upon  the  floe.    Continuing  to  follow  up  the  close  examination 
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Proceedings  of  Com-  of  the  shores  within  the  Deception  Group,  It  was  not  until  the  l.'Jth  June 
mander  Shcrard  Oaborn.  ^^^^^       reached  the  West  Sister. 

From  the  siunmit  of  that  iiill,  400  I'eet  above  tiie  sea,  I  obtained  a  good 
view  to  the  northward.  The  packed  ice  (f(;r  no  extensive  floes  were  to  be 
ueen)  was  evidently  formed  of  li[»ht  ice  of  last  season,  and  decaying  fast, 
cracks  very  nmnerous,  and  a  strojig  appeai'ance  of  land  extending  to  the 
v/estward  of  North  Cornwall. 

About  this  time  a  disease,  which  assumed,  as  far  as  I  can  form  an  idea, 
the  appearance  of  scurvy,  showed  In  my  party,  Simon  I)Ix  (Jl.  M.)  and 
myself  being  the  sufferers.  A  little  rest,  and  the  fortunate  procuring  of  some 
game,  which  varied  as  well  as  added  to  our  fare,  checked  the  disease  with  me, 
but  in  Dix's  case  he  ])ecame  perfectly  unable  to  drag,  and  had  to  w^alk  in 
after  the  sledge  to  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  where  we  arrived  on  the  18th  June. 

On  the  20th  June,  wdth  the  "  Tender  "  sledge  and  two  men,  I  proceeded 
to  examine  a  sound  to  the  south  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  and  to  recon- 
noitre the  ice  in  Queen's  Channel.  This  service  was  completed  by  the 
evening  of  the  24th  ;  and  I  saw,  from  the  appearance  of  much  water,  and 
a  moving  pack  in  the  channel,  that  a  boat  journey  could  now  only  be 
effected  to  the  S.S.E. 

The  sick  man  being  still  too  unwell  to  move,  I  determined  to  leave  him 
at  the  depot  with  the  captain  of  my  sledge,  Joseph  Organ,  in  charge,  and 
to  proceed  myself  with  the  whale  boat  and  five  remaining  hands  in  the 
execution  of  my  orders. 

The  reduction  of  the  men  occasioned  a  proportionate  diminution  in  the 
number  of  days'  provision  we  could  carry ;  and  I  found  that,  although  we 
went  without  tent  and  robes  or  spare  gear,  still,  at  the  average  weight  of 
260  lbs.  per  man,  there  could  only  be  carried  twenty  days'  provision. 

If  favoured  by  open  water,  however,  there  was  ample  reason  to  suppose 
we  should  be  successful,  and  accordingly,  all  arrangements  completed,  we 
started  on  the  25th  June  down  the  Queen's  Channel. 

The  strong  tides  and  rapid  motion  of  the  pack,  as  w^ell  as  the  much 
decayed  state  of  the  fixed  ice,  where  there  was  such,  rendered  our  work 
extremely  laborious.  By  the  7th  day  of  July,  being  the  twelfth  day  of 
my  outward  journey,  I  had  searched  the  coast  as  far  south  as  latitude 
75°  37'  N.,  and  into  longitude  97°  40'  W.,  and  it,  with  some  islands  visited, 
comprised  a  coast  line  of  about  130  miles  in  extent,  without  finding  any 
traces  of  the  lost  expedition,  and  my  position  was  far  within  the  limits  of 
Dr.  Goodsir's  journey. 

No  cairns  were  to  be  found,  but  that  I  can  easily  account  for,  the  coast 
being  for  the  most  part  a  low  sandy  shore,  Avhere  materials  for  constructing 
cairns  were  difficult  to  procure.  The  frozen  soil  had  to  be  used,  and  it 
easily  crumbles  away.  Indeed,  some  of  my  own  washed  down  in  the 
course  of  a  week. 

The  party  were  suffering  more  or  less  from  constant  wet  and  exposure, 
when  I  determined,  as  I  had  already  exceeded  my  period  for  the  outward 
journey  by  two  days,  to  return. 

Aided  by  some  fair  leads  of  water,  I  reached  Cape  Lady  Franklin  on 
the  night  of  the  13th  July  1853.  I  there  found  my  two  men,  the  sick 
man  having  improved  nmch  under  an  abundant  issue  of  lime  juice,  and  the 
frequent  use  of  warm  baths  for  his  legs. 

I  was  delighted  to  hear  of  Captain  llicliards'  successful  and  rapid  journey 
from  Dealy  Island  to  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  and  from  that  officer  I  received 
orders  to  return  immediately  (Enclosure  No.  2),  he  having  been  recalled 
to  Northumberland  Sound. 

Having  complied  with  the  instructions  relative  to  securing  the  depot, 
and  completed  provisions  foi-  ten  days,  1  started  with  all  my  party  equip- 
ment and  the  whale-boat  on  the  14th  July  for  Northumberland  Sound. 

Reaching  with  heavy  l.'iboin-  the  water  off  the  Fider  Islands,  we  took 
advantage  of  a  fine  opem'ng  which  led  to  the  eastward,  and,  after  thirteen 
hours  work,  landed  on  the  west  side  of  Spit  Island. 
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Ascending  that  island,  I  saw  the  fast  floe  in  Northumberland  Sound,  and    Proceedings  of  Com- 
the  canal  through  which  the  ships  had  cut  out,  but  could  see  nothing  of  zander  Sherard  Osborn. 
them,  either  there  or  in  any  other  direction.    On  the  15th  July,  after  ~ 
another  careful  search  for  the  ships,  I  concluded  they  had  started  south, 
and  accordingly  proceeded  to  the  other  rendezvous  mentioned  in  Captain 
Richards'  orders,  touching  at  Percy  Mount  to  leave  a  record  of  my  having 
passed. 

A  little  before  noon  we  observed  the  ships,  but  a  contrary  tide  and  a 
calm  obliged  me  to  hold  on  at  Hungry  Island  for  a  few  hours,  after  which 
I  started,  and,  aided  by  a  party  sent  from  H.  M.  S.  "Assistance,"  under 
Mr.  Taylor  (boatswain),  I  reached  the  vessels  at  midnight. 

Such,  Sir,  is  a  brief  account  of  my  proceedings  ;  it  only  remains  for  me  to 
call  to  your  notice  the  unvarying  good  conduct  and  unflagging  zeal  of  my 
crew. 

During  the  long  course  of  97  days,  and  over  a  route  which  I  roughly 
estimate  at  935  miles,  and  including  the  journey  in  March  to  establish  the 
depot,  makes  a  total  of  104  days  sledge  service,  and  a  journey  exceeding  a 
thousand  miles,  all  of  them  behaved  admirably ;  but  I  beg  especially  to 
call  to  your  notice  Joseph  Organ,  captain  of  the  sledge,  and  I.Q.M.  James 
Hall,  gunner's  mate,  and  George  Walker,  carpenter's  mate. 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)       Sherard  Osborn,  Commander, 

Late  in  charge  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  John  Barrow." 
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Ahstuaot  of  tlie  l)Air.y  l)JW'rAN(!KS  aocoiiij^liBlicd  tlurhi'^  \H'):],  by  H\<:<]<f(',  Vnrt'uiH  under  cornrriand  of 
iSjiiojiAiiD  OsiJOJfN,  Comniarid(!r  Ji.M.hi.  "Pioneer," — Ajictjc  limiosH. 


Nature 

of 
Journey. 


Diite, 


1858. 

March  22 

„  23 

„  24 

„  25 

„  26 

„  27 

„  28 

„  29 


8  days 


April 


May 


rj  line 


10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
28 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
80 

1 

2 

3 

4 

5 

6 

7 

8 

9 
10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17* 
18 
19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
■'!] 
1 

2 


ICKtiinaU'd 
(listaiice  travc'lle'l 
in  straiglit  lines. 


59  day," 


Miles. 

5* 
10 
61 
5" 
7 

15 


65 


6 
6 
8 
6 
6 
10 
3 
7 
7 
6 
8 

6i 

9 

9 

6 

4 

6 

7 


5i 


6^- 


7^ 
l" 

H 

8 

^2 

7 
7 


6i 
10 


6 
18 
13 

9 
11 
14 
12 
11 
12 
11 

6 
12 

8 
13 

0 
1 .", 
10 

'> 

12 
9 
9 


'1' 

+  13 
+  14 

-I-  14 


455|  +  41 


Nos.  of  [lours 
fravi!ll('d  daily. 


Hours. 
(•> 
9 
9.', 

u 

5 

101 


10 


10 

9| 

11 

lOi 
8i 


8* 

10 
11 


9i 
9; 

10 

10 
8* 
1 

10 

10-1- 
7' 
9i- 

H 
10 

8i 
lO" 
10 

6i 

9i 
10 

8 
9 

10 
9^ 
9|: 
9i 

101 

8| 
111 
6 

10.V 
0 
9 

2 
12 

7 

8 
10 
1 1 


517 


Nos.  of  ffours 

actually  resting 
daily. 


I  lours. 
14 
12 
12 
13 
16 
12 
12 


91 


10 
14 
13 
14 
14 
12 
10 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

8 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 

0 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
12 
15 


698 


KKMAKKS. 


Return  to  "Pioneer." 


Form  the  1st  cache.    Mr.  Grove  leaves 
U.S  here.    Bad  weather. 


Form  the  2d  cache  at  Cape  Fortune. 
Dr.  Lyali  leaves  the  division. 


Form  the  3d  cache.  Byam  Martin 
Channel.  Mr.  Herbert  leaves  the 
division. 


Form  the  4tli  cache  and  boat  station 
(Melville  Island).   Lieut.  May  leaves. 


Form  the   Stb  cache. 
Melville  Island. 


River  Point 


*  Form  the  6th  cache,  and  part  com- 
pany from  Captain  Richards  at  Cape 
Nor. -West. 


Detained  by  a  gale  of  wind. 


At  Capo  Fortune. 


Walked  15  miles  in  11  hours  over  the 
iiills  of  West  Deception  Island. 
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Abstract  of  Daily  Distances,  &c. — continued. 
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TOTAL  OF  TRAVELLmG,  A.D.  1853. 


Days_ 

Miles. 

Hours 
March. 

Hours  at 
Eest. 

REMARKS. 

117 

1,093 

l,022i 

1,315 

This  I  fully  expect  to  see  yet  ex- 
ceded  by  500  miles  and  40  days. 

*  For  detail  of  this  journey,  see  Journal  and  Log  No.  3. 
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Enclosure  No.  22.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Mr.°Bkfr"Grove.  J-      (jiiovE,  Mate,  to  Sir  Edwaud  Belchee,  Knight,  C.B., 

Her  Majesty's  8hip  "  Assistanci',''  Wellington  Channel, 
Sir,  August  I9tli,  1853. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  the  journal  of  Her  Majesty's  sledge 
"The  Dauntless,"  from  the  2d  of  May  1853  to  the  20th  June  inclusive, 
and  trust  it  will  meet  with  your  approbation. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Jas.  Blair  Grove,  Mate. 


Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Grove,  Mate,  commanding  Her 

Majesty's  Sledge  "  Dauntless." 

By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B.  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Assistance,"  and  in  command  of  the  Arctic  Squadron. 

1 .  Whereas  I  have  thought  fit  to  entrust  you  with  the  command  of  the 
sledge  "  Dauntless,"  and  furnished  you  with  a  banner  to  be  displayed 
thereon  on  particular  occasions  : 

2.  You  will  keep  a  very  vigilant  eye  on  your  crew,  and  see  that  they 
are  at  all  times  in  condition  for  immediate  service,  reporting  to  me  from 
time  to  time  any  wants  or  comforts  which  may  appear  to  you  likely  to 
keep  them  in  that  perfect  good  humour  vrhich  is  so  important  on  this 
peculiar  service. 

3.  Your  general  duties  attach  you  to  my  division,  but  you  will  at  all 
times  hold  yourself  in  readiness  to  move  wherever  necessity  calls. 

Relying  confidently  on  your  zeal  and  devotion  to  the  cause  in  which  all 
are  so  earnestly  engaged,  I  sincerely  pray  that  success  may  crown  your 
efforts. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance  "  in 
Northumberland  Sound,  this  9th  day  of  April  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher, 

Captain,  &c. 


Sir  Edward  Belcher  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Grove,  Mate,  commanding  Her 

Majesty's  Sledge  "  Dauntless." 

Princess  Royal  Island,  June  7th,  1853. 
Taking  with  you  the  sledge  and  tent  and  other  articles  left  behind,  you 
will  proceed,  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Allard,  on  the  duty  allotted,  viz., 
the  conveyance  of  the  extra  provisions  towards  the  ship,  &c.  On  your 
return  you  will  prepare  your  journal  of  the  late  service,  and  deliver  it  to 
me  on  my  return  to  the  ship. 

You  will  exchange  Pond  the  carpenter  for  Bailey,  and  take  with  you 
Huggett  in  addition. 

Wishing  you  a  safe  journey  and  escape  from  accident, 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)       Edward  Belcher, 
Captain  commanding  Expedition. 
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Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Dauntless,"  from  Proceedin<^s 

the  2d  of  May  to  the  20th  June,  both  inclusive.  of  Mr.  Blair  Grove. 

6h.  A.M.    Her  Majesty's  sledge  "Dauntless"  left  the  ship  in  company  Monday,  May  2d,  isss. 
with  the  sledges  "  Londsborougb,"  (^Captain  Sir  _E.  Belcher,  C.B.,)  and  JS^^ctTmiie's!' 
"Enterprise,"  (Mr.  Allard,  Master,)  taking  the  ice  boat  in  tow,  and  pro-  Hours  travelled,  iih.  som. 
ceeded  on  the  north-western  route.    lOh.  halted  for  lunch.    lOh.  40m.  Surs^.^KKE." 
proceeded,  steering  for  Village  Point.    6h.  10m.  arrived  on  Village  Point 
—pitched  the  tents.    7h.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

Observed  about  f  of  a  mile  of  open  Avater  off  the  point,  extending  east 
and  west,  breadth  about  200  yards. 

5h.  called  the  cook,  breakfasted,  packed,  and  started  under  sail  at  8h.  a  m.  ^.^^  ^g^^l^'s'^ni^^'^'^^' 
steering  for  Coffin  Island.    lOh.  30m.  observed  the  tracks  of  a  bear  and  Hours' travelled,  9h.  som. 
two  cubs,  evidently  very  fresh,  and  also  tAvo  foxes  ditto,  who  apparently  had  p^^'igg'^j^ 
been  in  company  with  Mrs.  Bruin.    12h.  halted  for  lunch,  and  proceeded  Distance,  9  miles, 
at  12h.  30m.  under  sail,  with  a  good  even  floe  under  us.    6h.  arrived  at 
and  halted  on  Coffin  Island.    8h.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    5h.  30m.  sent  two  hands  to  build  a  cairn  on  top  of  jj^^^g  ^J^g^^^giig i^^^ 
the  highest  part  of  Coffin  Island.    7h.  40m.  started  under  sail,  steering  for  Kest,  i2h.  som! 
Star  Bluff.    During  the  forenoon  observed  the  tracks  of  several  bears,  ^jg^^^^j^'^y^'iigs 
foxes,  and  lemming.    12h.  halted  for  lunch,  and  proceeded  at  12h.  30m.  com-se,  e. 
3h.  30m.  passed  an  old  encampment.    Tracks  of  bears  still  numerous. 
7h.  30m.  halted  and  pitched.    During  the  day  up  to  4h.  p.m.  the  floe  Avas 
rather  heavy,  after  that  \^ery  good.    8h.  30m.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 
Isaac  Barnett  complained  very  much  of  his  right  leg ;  put  a  flannel  bandage 
on  ditto. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  8h.  packed  and  started  under  sail,  steering  for  ^^^y  s^^'  Thursday. 
Star  Bluff.  Sledges  in  tow,  "  Enterprise  "  leading.  9h.  fell  in  Avitli  the  trkTeikd!'7h.'' 
old  tracks  of  the  depot  sledges.  Observed  numerous  tracks  of  bears,  foxes.  Rest,  irh. 
and  lemming ;  in  particular  the  marks  of  four  bears,  tAvo  very  large,  and  two  D^i^tTncJ  V^mii'es 
cubs,  evidently  emigrating  from  the  main  to  the  south- Avest.  Ih.  halted  for 
lunch.  Ih.  40m.  started  as  before,  under  sail.  Sledges  going  considerably 
easier.  211.  40m.  cast  off  and  proceeded  in  company,  "  Londsborough " 
leading.  Observed  several  patches  of  Avater  on  the  floe,  evidently  denoting 
the  state  of  the  ice  to  be  rotten.  3h.  10m.  observed  the  "Londsborough" 
break  in ;  sent  all  our  hands  to  assist  in  extricating  her,  Avhich  proved 
rather  a  difficult  operation,  in  consequence  of  the  bad  state  of  the  ice,  the 
edges  breaking  whenever  the  horns  of  the  sledge  rested  on  it.  Whilst 
Sir  Edward  Avas  giA^ng  his  orders  and  endeavouring  to  find  a  good  place 
for  the  immersed  sledge  the  ice  broke  in  under  him  and  he  fell  in.  Ob- 
served a  very  strong  tide  running  to  the  eastAvard.  Unpacked  the  "  Londs- 
borough" Avith  the  assistance  of  the  boat.  3h.  .50m.  proceeded  toAvards  the 
land,  pitched  the  tent  close  to  Star  Bluff.  5h.  the  other  sledges  and  boat 
came  up.  "Londsborough,"  as  may  be  expected,  thoroughly  Avet  through. 
6h.  10m.  had  pemmican  and  tea.  C.  Pond  complaining  of  snoAv  blind- 
ness bathed  his  eyes  and  kept  a  poultice  or  bag  of  tea  leaves  on  them  all 
night. 

J.  Barnett  still  complained  of  his  leg,  AAdiich  Avas  much  SAvollen. 

6h.  A.M.  called  the  cook.    6h.  30m.  sent  tAvo  hands  to  bury  and  assist  in        ^^^^  eth,  Friday, 
erecting  a  cairn  OA^er  some  bread  belonging  to  the  "  Londsborough,"  and  ^i°!^e^iJ^'E 
damaged  by  salt  water.    7h.  10m.  breakfasted.    9h-  15m.  packed  and  Distance,  8  miles, 
started.    Numerous  tracks  of  bears  on  the  floe.    Ih.  halted.    Ih.  50m.  geTiStom.' 
started.    3h.  passed  Wall  Point.    6h.  20m.  pitched  on  the  floe,  about 
2  miles  from  the  depot.    8h.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    7b-  15m.  packed  and  started.    8h.  30m.  made  wind^E.^-'^'b^^'"^'^''^" 
sail.    llh.  reached  the  land,  pitched,  and  had  lunch.    13h.  sent  a  party  Course,  ii.'s.E.,  7  miies.  ■ 
to  dig  the  depot  out ;  completed  provisions  for  40  days.    2h.  started  under  S^iSlSm' 
II.  LI— Mm  '  ■ 


rrcceedings 
of  Mr.  Blair  Gi  ovc. 


May  8th,  Sunday. 

Wind,  W.  ;  3.  b.c. 
Course,  E.S.E. 
Distance,  7  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  7h.  15in. 
Kest,  16h.  45m. 


May  9tli,  Monday. 

Wind,  N.W. ;  2.  c.v. 
Course,  E.S  E. 
Distance,  9  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  9h,  30m. 
Eest,  14h.  30m. 


May  10th,  Tuesday. 
Wind,  W.  ;  3.  b.m. 
Course,  E.  by  S. 
Distance,  6  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  7h. 
Rest,  17h. 


May  lltli,  Wednesday. 
Wind,  calm  ;  o.b.c. 
Course,  E.S.E. 
Distance,  8  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  9h.  30ni. 
Eest,  lih.  30m. 


May  12th,  Thursday. 

Course,  r:.S.K. 
Distance,  8  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  7h. 
Ilest,  17h. 


May  13th,  I^'ilduy. 


Sail,  steering  for  the  extieiiie  point  ol'  land.  A  large  wolf  wa»  started  clot-e 
under  the  land,  and  kept  eompany  with  us  during  the  whole  of  this  day. 
Observed  several  traeks  of  bears,  8h.  4(Jrn.  pitehed :  had  perumieun  arid 
tea  at  lOh.  30m.  Mr.  Taylor  complaining  of  snow  l)lindue8s,  bathed  hi- 
eyes  and  kept  cold  wet  rags  o:f  ;dl  night.  S('\'eriil  of  th(;  men  also  eoni- 
j)laining. 

Called  the  cook  at  6 ;  breakfasted  and  started  at  8h.  J  5m.  under  sail, 
lf)h.  the  captain  and  master  went  on  a  point  of  land  with  the  boat,  and 
three  hands,  to  take  observations,  l'2h.  pitched;  had  lunch,  Ih,  pro- 
ceeded towards  the  outer  point  of  an  island,  sending  hack  four  men  to 
assist  in  bringing  the  boat  up.  4h.  30m.  reached  the  land ;  employed 
building  a  cairn  on  point  of  ditto.  5h.  30m,  had  pemmican  and  tea, 
Sli,  captain  read  prayers  in  his  tent,  sledge  crews  attending. 

Men  who  were  suffering  from  siunv  blindness  felt  considerably  better 
this  evening. 

6h,  called  the  cook,  7h.  breakfasted  ;  sent  a  party  on  hill  to  assist  in 
burying  a  depot  of  seven  days  belonging  to  the  "  Enterprise."  Made 
a  depot  of  our  boots.  Hh,  lOm,  started,  steering  for  a  low  point  of 
land  bearing  S,E,  by  E,  12h.  halted  for  lunch.  Ih.  proceeded  under 
sail.  6h.  found  ourselves  travelling  over  a  long  low  piece  of  ground,  evi- 
dently a  sand  bank.  6h,  .OOm.  encamped  on  ditto.  8h.  had  pemmican 
and  tea 

.5h.  called  the  cook.  7h.  30m.  started  ;  thick  foggy  morning — no  wind. 
12h.  halted  for  lunch,  captain  taking  observations.  Started  at  2h.  p.m. 
under  sail.  Reached  the  floe  and  pitched  at  4h.  30m.  p.m.  Gh.  had  pem- 
mican and  tea.  Travelling  during  the  day  excessively  heavy,  owing  to 
our  being  on  the  land  with  only  a  thin  coating  of  snow  on  top.  Men  not 
suffering  from  snowblindness  so  much  as  yesterda}'. 

.5h.  called  the  cook.    61i.  10m.  breakfasted.    7h.  30m.  Captain  Mr. 

Loney  and  six  hands  went  on  top  of  a  high  hill  to  take  angles  and  build 
cairns.  12h.  party  remaining  at  the  tents  had  lunch.  5h.  40m.  had  pemmi- 
can, the  captain  having  returned  to  the  tents  at  half-past  3,  and  determined 
to  change  the  travelling  from  day  to  night.  6h.  men  retired  to  rest. 
9h.  30m.  packed  the  sledges  and  started,  steering  E.S.E.  (true.)  2h.  p.m. 
saAV  a  very  large  bear  with  a  cub  approaching  the  sledges.  Halted  and 
waited  for  her  to  come  up.  When  within  about  300  yards  of  us  observed 
the  wolf  sneeking  towards  the  bear  and  cub.  Immediately  the  bear  saw  or 
rather  smelt  the  wolf  she  and  the  cub  started  off  as  hard  as  possible. 
Loosed  the  dogs  and  proceeded  in  chase.  Unable  to  get  Avithin  gun  shot ; 
however,  the  dogs  and  wolf  brought  her  to  bay  at  a  considerable  distance 
from  us.  6h.  30m.  am.  halted  and  pitched.  7h.  30m.  had  tea.  5h.  20m. 
P.M.  called  the  cook,  6h,  breakfasted.  Sledge  crews  employed  burying  a 
ten  days'  depot  for  the  sledges  "  Londsborough  "  and  "  Dauntless."  Covered 
ditto  o\'cr  with  turf,  &c.,  and  put  the  boat  on  top,  bottom  up. 

9h.  struck  the  tents  and  proceeded.  12h.  30m.  halted  for  lunch.  4h.  30m, 
stopped  and  pitched,    .5h,  10m,  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  7h.  .30m,  packed  and  started  under  sail,  steering 
between  the  land  iind  hummocks,  llh.  30ni.  halted  and  pitched.  Mid- 
night, had  lunch.  3h.  went  with  the  captain  and  party  on  top  of  a  high  hill 
(since  called  Mount  Separation ),  on  which  the  Captain  took  angles,  and  built 
a  couple  of  cairns  ;  got  n  splendid  view  from  here ;  on  our  right  appeared  a 
very  deep  bay  running  iieai  ly  due  south,  and  evidently  occupied  by  a  very 
ancient  floe.  Saw  a  ptarmigan,  but  did  not  succeed  in  shooting  it ;  first 
one  we  have  observed  this  year.  7h-  came  down  from  the  mount.  Sh.  had 
pemmican  and  tea. 

-111.  4.';m,  called  the  cook.  (ih.  had  breakfast  and  received,  one  day's 
provisions  from  the  "  Enterprise."    7h.  30m.  started  and  parted  company 
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with  the  "  Enterprise,"  thej  giving  us  three  hearty  cheers,  which  we  retarned;  Proceedings 
the  hummocl^s  close  in  shore  proA^ed  very  heavy  ;  found  it  requisite  to  ^^'o^'e. 
double  bank  the  sledges  and  proceed  with  one  at  a  time.    lOh.  cleared  the 
hunmiocks  and  proceeded  steering  for  a  point  of  land  bearing  E.S.E. 
I2h.  30m.  lunched.   Ih.  started. 

2h.  made  sail.  6h.  30m,  halted  and  pitched,    /h.  40m.  had  pemmican 
and  tea. 

In  consequence  of  Barnett's  leg  being  still  bad  and  nmcli  swollen, 
Sir  Edward  Belcher  discharged  him,  and  sent  him  back  with  the  "  Enter- 
prise," receiving  from  her  Richard  Bex,  R.M.,  in  lieu. 

4h.  called  the  cook.    5h.  breakfasted.    Jh.  had  prayers  in  the  captains     .  May  ha.  Saturday, 
tent;  employed  erecting  a  snow  pile.    8h.  started,     lb.  a.m.  halted  for  Distance.  5  miks. 
lunch.    2h.  started,  observed  a  inirage,  which  threw  up  the  east  shore  with  Hom-s  travelled,  4h. 
great  distinctness.    6h.  halted.    Jh.  30.  had  pemmican  and  tea.    Saw  wkikrE^E. ; -s.  cm. 
numerous  bear  tracks  during  the  night. 

41i.  called  the  cook.    6h.  40m.  started,  having  erected  a  pile  of  snow  on        ^^''^^  Sunday, 
our  late  encampment.    Midnight,  halted  for  lunch.    Ih.  proceeded  under  HoSraveUed!  nh  som. 
sail.    6h.  halted  and  pitched.    7h.  20m.  had  pemmican  and  tea.    Tracks  Rest,  i2h.  som.' 
of  bears  still  very  numerous.  '  ^' 

4h.  called  the  cook.    5h.  breakfasted;  employed  building  a  high  snow       May  1 7th,  Tuesday, 
mark  on  our  late  encampment.    7h.  packed  and  started.    Midnight,  halted  Sstance^f-5^miies. 
for  lunch  in  sight  and  about  4  miles  off  what  w^e  suppose  to  be  Jones's  Hours  travelled,  9h. 
Sound.    Hoisted  our  banner. 

ih.  started,  steering  for  the  south  shore. 

4h,  entered  the  strait.    The  pressure  here  has  been  immense.    Ice  hove 
up  in  piles  and  hummocks,  some  fully  as  high  as  30  or  40  feet. 

The  land  appears  to  be  very  mountainous  and  precipitous  close  to  the 
shore,  the  range  of  hills  descending  to  the  floe  edge. 

6h.  encamped.    7h.  30m.  had  pemmican  and  tea, 

4h.  called  the  cook.    5h.  breakfasted.    5h.  30m.  sent  two  hands  on  top     ^^^^  isth,  Wednesday, 
a  small  hill  to  build  a  cairn.    7h-  the  captain  and  men  returned.    7h.  30m.  ^™.se*^Es'E  ^ 
packed  and  started,  keeping  close  to  the  shore  and  inside  the  hummocks.  Distance,  12  miles. 
9h.  saw  a  white  hare  ;  he  was  very  wild,  but  succeeded  in  getting  about  feTVsklom.' 
80  yards  of  him ;  fired  at  him  with  Eley's  cartridge  and  killed  him ;  his 
weight  was  about  8  lbs.  ;  skin  of  no  use,  as  he  was  changing  his  coat,  con- 
sequently the  fur  quite  worn.    Midnight,  halted  for  lunch.    12h.  38m. 
started,  sledges  going  ver^^  heavy  owing  to  the  softness  of  the  snow  and 
numerous  hummocks.    Observed  a  heavy  watery  sky  to  the  eastward  and 
southward,  evidently  indicative  of  wind   and   open  water.    3h.  30m. 
observed  a  large  sheet  of  open  water  from  the  north  land,  and  evidently  to 
or  near  the  opposite  shore.    3h.  40m.  pitched  on  the  land  ;  Mr.  Loney  and 
one  man  went  to  examine  the  state  of  the  floe.    5h.  party  returned  and 
reported  the  ice  rotten  and  not  fit  for  sledge  travelling.    5h.  10m.  had 
pemmican  and  tea.    Blowing  very  fresh. 

4h.  called  the  cook.    5h.  breakfasted,  served  out  80  rations  ot  small    .  ^ay  19th,  Thursday, 
stores  to  the  "  Londsborough,"  including  rum.    8h.  30m.  left  in  company  course,  e.s.e.*°  ^' 
with  Sir  Edward  Belcher  and  crew  to  assist  them  in  carrying  their  l  ent,  i^istance,  9  miles, 
baggage,  and  five  days  provisions  over  the  hills,  they  intending  to  make  an  Eesri4h7^ 
overland  journev,  leaving  our  tent  and  cook  behind.  Wind,  e.;  3.  cm. 

Lunched  at  12h.  30m.,  and  built  a  cairn;  built  four  cairns  on  various 
hills.    7h.  30m.  pitched.    lOh.  20m.  had  pemmican.    Uh.  40m.  had  tea. 

Observed  open  water  extending  about  20  miles  to  the  eastward,  and 
beyond  that  floe,  with  numerous  lanes  of  open  water. 

6h.  called  the  cook.    9h.  30m.  started;  built  two  cairns  before  lunch.        May 20th Friday.  ■ 
Midnight,  lunched.    3h.  reached  the  tent.  ^- '  ^-  ^- 
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Distance,  G  miles. 
Hours  truvclietl,  7h.  40iti. 
Kfst,  Kill.  2()m. 
Wind,  I'vast.Gi'ly  ;  1.  l).c. 


May  21st,  Saturday. 
Distance,  7  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  lOli. 
East,  14li. 


May  2  2d,  Sunday. 

Wind,  W.  ;  2.  Kc.m. 
Distance,  2-!)  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  9li.  'Mm. 
Kest,  14h.  ;30ni. 
Wind,  W.  ;  2.  com. 
Distance,  4  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  4h.  20m. 
Kest,  19h.  40m, 
Wind,  N.N.W.;  1.  o.m. 


May  23d,  Monday. 

Course,  N.N.W. 
Distance,  10  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  lOh. 
Eest  14h. 
Wind,  calm  ;  o.b.c. 

May  24tli,  Tuesday. 
Course,  W.N.  W. 
Distance,  12  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  lOh.  30m. 
Eest,  i:Ui.  3Cm. 
Wind,  Northerly;  3.  com. 


May  25th,  Wednesday. 

Course,  W.N.W. 
Distance  14,  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  12m.  20m. 
Kest,  llh.  40m. 


May  26th,  Thursday. 
Wind,  N.N.W.  ;  3.  c.  o.  m. 
Distance,  I'o  mil«s. 
Hours  travelled,  Ih.  10m. 
Rest,  22h.  .50m. 
Wind,  W. ;  G.  to  7.  c.  o.  m.  s. 
Wind,  W. ;  !).  c.  o.  m.  q. 


Had  coffee.  'M\.  ."iOiii.  packed  and  Ktarted,  steering  for  'I'liurHday'M  encamp- 
ment; road  very  heavy,  obliged  to  doii])l(;  bank  the  sledges,  7h.  sent  the 
"  Dauntless  "  crew  to  assist  the  "  I^ondsborough  "  to  go  round  a  point  of 
land  distant  about  2  miles,  self  and  cook  spread  the  tent.  J  Oh.  men 
returned.    lOh.  20in.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 


M:iy  27,  Friday. 

Course,  H. 
Distancf,  1 2  miles. 
Hours  travi'lled,  7li.  4.'')m. 
Kest,  IGii.  I.'iin. 
Wind,  W.N.W.;  2.  1..  c. 


8h.  40m.  started. 

joined  company, 


6h.  15m.  called  the  cook.    7h.  .'5()iii.  breakfasted. 
lOh.  reached    the  captain's   eiieuinj)ment,     llh.  30h. 
Ih.  halted  for  lunch.    2h.  'M.  pitched.    3h.  sent  four  hands  with  }>iekaxe 
and  shovel  to  the  captain,  who  Avent  on  top  of  a  hill  to  observe  and  build 
a  cairn.    6h.  20m.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

4h.  called  the  cook.  oh.  20.  breakfasted.  6h.  struck  the  tent  and  packed. 
6h.  '^m.  had  divine  service  in  the  captain's  tent.  6h.  40m.  started. 
12h.  lunched.  4h.  passed  Thursday's  encampment.  5h.  40m.  stopped  and 
pitched.    7h.  10m.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

4h.  lOra.  called  the  cook.    6h.  38m.  packed  and  started,    llh.  "Londs- 

borough"  close  up  to  us,  received  orders  to  go  on  to  Sunday's  15th 
cairn  and  hoist  a  flag  on  ditto  and  keep  40  minutes  ahead. 

12h.  40m.  lunched.  2h.  40m.  reached  the  cairn  and  hoisted  the  flag. 
3h.  10m.  joined  and  kept  company.  5h.  45m.  pitched.  7h.  30h.  had 
pemmican  and  tea. 

4h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  packed  the  sledge  and  started;  orders  as  yesterday 
to  keep  40  minutes  ahead.  6h.  20m.  reached  our  old  encampment  and 
proceeded,  following  in  the  old  track.  ]2h.  40m.  lunched.  Ih.  proceeded 
imder  sail.  3h.  40m.  observed  the  jack  at  the  captain's  sledge,  com- 
municated, received  orders  to  proceed  to  the;  edge  of  the  hummocks  and 
remain  there  till  "  Londsborough "  joined  us.  6h.  40m.  had  pemmican 
and  tea. 

6h.  called  the  cook.  7h.  breakfasted.  Midnight,  lunched.  2h.  50m. 
observed  the  "  Londsborough."  3h.  packed  the  sledge  and  struck  the  tent. 
3h.  10m.  sent  our  men  to  assist  m  getting  the  "Londsborough"  over  the 
hummocks.  6h.  men  returned  with  orders  for  our  sledge  to  proceed  to  the 
edge  of  the  hummocks  and  then  encamped.  7h.  10m.  reached  ditto  and 
pitched.    9h.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

2h.  30m.  P.M.  called  the  cook.  3h.  30m.  breakfasted;  packed  and 
started  at  4  p.m.  4h.  45m.  reached  the  captain's  encampment;  received 
orders  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher  to  proceed  with  my  sledge's  crew  on  to 
Mount  Separation,  and  build  a  cairn  on  top  of  it  7  feet  high.  5h.  20m. 
proceeded  on  top  of  the  hill  and  built  a  cairn  according  to  orders. 

9h.  3()m.  regained  our  sledge  and  proceeded,  following  the  tracks  of  the 
"  Londsborough  ;"  made  sail ;  blowing  very  fresh  from  the  westward  ;  heavy 
snow  drift ;  sledge  going  excessively  fast ;  obliged  to  keep  the  drag  ropes 
well  astern  to  check  her  way. 

Midnight,  halted  for  lunch.  Ih.  started  again  under  sail,  blowing  a  gale 
of  wind  ;  snow  drift  very  heavy  ;  sledge  not  able  to  carry  her  sail  in  ditto. 
4h.  made  sail.  5h.  20m.  arrived  at  the  captain's  encampment.  5h.  30m. 
pitched.    6h.  30m.  had  pemmican  and  tea;  wind  moderating  a  little. 

4h.  ] Om.  called  the  cook.  5h.  50m.  breakfasted;  ein})loyed  building  a 
snow  cairn  and  putting  a  reef  in  our  sail.  7h.  packed  and  struck  the  tent. 
7h.  30m.  started  under  sail,  receiving  orders  to  go  over  to  the  N.E.  shore 
a,nd  erect  a  cairn  on  the  point.  \}\\.  40in.  reaclicd  the  point  and  built  a 
cairn  ;  saw  and  shot  a  ])tarmigan.  1  ih,  40m.  lunched  ;  wind  lulled  a  little. 
12h.  ;'0m.  started  under  sail;  wind  west;  heavy  fall  of  snow.  Ih.  40m. 
reached  the  ea[)tain's  sledge  ;  returned  again  to  the  other  shore  to  build 
a,nother  cairn  on  a  point  of  land  considerably  higher  up.  5h.  10m.  reached 
the  land ;  built  the  cairn  according  to  orders.  7h.  pitched.  8h.  40h.  had 
pemmican  and  tea. 
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4h.  called  the  cook;  packed  and  started  at  6;  reached  the  captain's  ^^j^^^^^^^*'. 
encampment  on  the  other  side  of  the  bay  at  8h.  30m.    lOh.  received  Dis'tance,'io  miie^. 
orders  to  proceed  on  top  of  a  hill  and  there  build  a  cairn.    1  Ih.  20m.  ^"'^^''^^g^'^'^g^'^'^'  ^"^^'^ 
Imiched  on  top  of  ditto.    2h.  30m.  finished  the  cairn  and  returned  to  our  wTna,  n.w.     to  5.  c.  o. 
sledge  on  the  ice,  and  proceeded   to   overtake  the  "  Londsborough." 
7h.  pitched.    8h.  30m.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

4h.  called  the  cook.    5h.  breakfasted.    6h.  had  divine  service  in  the       May  29th,  Sunday, 
captain's  tent.  7h.  10m.  proceeded  to  the  hills  on  our  right  (or  rather  right-  HomrtrkveUedrioh.  som. 
hand  side  of  the  bay)  and  erected  a  cairn  ;  on  our  road  discovered  a  large  Kest,  i3h.  som.' 
lake  of  apparently  tresh  water,  the  ice  on  it  being  perfectly  so  ;  went  on  top  ^■^'^•^ 
of  another  hill  to  the  westward  and  southward  of  the  first  and  erected 
another  cairn ;  observed  Dundas  Island  and  open  water  on  the  near  side 
of  it,  evidently  extending  to  or  near  the  mainland.  7h-  returned  to  the  tents. 
7h.  20m.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

4h.  called  the  cook.  5h.  10m.  breakfasted ;  started  off  for  a  range  of  hills    .  ^^^^ 
considerably  to  the  northward  of  where  we  built  the  cairns  yesterday ;  Hourrtrkveikd^^sii. 
built  a  cairn  on  one  of  them  ;  got  a  fine  view  of  the  bay  we  had  come  up,  Building  cairns,  7h. 
and  likewise  saw  all  yesterday's  cairns.    II h.  10m.  lunched;  after  lunch  ^- 
proceeded  to  another  hill,  remarkable  for  its  peculiar  nipple,  and  erected 
a  small  cairn  on  top  of  it ;  left  our  staff  and  a  bunting  flag  on  it,  the  cairn 
being  a  small  one,  owing  to  the  scarcity  of  stones.  4h.  met  Sir  Edward  Belcher 
and  party  close  to  the  tents.   5h.  had  pemmican  and  tea.   Wind  during  the 
day  was  very  fresh  on  the  hills,  and  accompanied  with  heavy  mists  up  to 
midnight,  when  it  cleared  up  ;  found  some  fresh  water  close  to  the  tents. 

4h.  called  the  cook.    5h.  breakfasted.    6h.  started,  receiving  orders  to        May  31,  Tuesday.  ^ 
go  on  a  hill  and  build  a  cairn.    lOh.  30m.  arrived  on  top  of  the  hill  and  Wmd,  Noith-westeiiy,  3.  to 
erected  the  cairn  ;  on  our  way  up  observed  a  small  pile  of  stones,  evidently  Distance,  12  miles, 
the  work  of  human  hands  ;  searched  under  and  all  round,  but  found  caii"n  buMng,'-!!. 
no  records.    12h.  35m.  reached  the  sledges;  lunched.   Ih.  30m.  proceeded  Rest,  i3h. 
in  company  with  the  "  Londsborough."  7h.  encamped.   8h.  30m.  had  pem- 
mican and  tea. 

4h.  30m.  called  the  cook.  6h.  breakfasted  ;  blowing  very  fresh  ;  sent  four    .  J""^  i-''^- Y'^'^'^^^'^^^' 

•  7  o        1/  '  Wind  calm ;  o.d.c. 

hands  to  build  a  snow  pile.    8h.  packed  and  started.    9h.  20m.  observed  a  Distance,  7  miles. 

large  bear  approaching  the  sledges,  halted,  captain  fired  at  him,  went  in  pg5"^i4']^^*^^^'^'^' 

chase,  but  Mr.  Bruin  managed  to  escape,  having  wisely  taken  to  the  land  wind,  North- westerly;  2.  b.co 

and  went  over  the  hills,    llh.  50ni.  proceeded.    2h.  40m.  reached  the 

point ;  had  lunch.    3h.  20m.  captain's  sledge  arrived.    Employed  building 

a  cairn  on  top  of  the  hill.    Observed  a  bear  and  cub,  went  in  chase 

with  the  dogs,  but  did  not  succeed  in  getting  within  shot.  6h.  pitched;  had 

pemmican  and  tea. 

4h.  called  the  cook.  5h.  breakfasted.   6h.  10m.  started,  steering  for  Sepa-       "^^^^  ^^^''^^^l^co^' 
ration  Point ;  saw  a  flock  of  geese  flying  high  over  head.   1  Ih.  15m.  lunched,  ^^is^nce,'  5  miles.  ^ 
12h.  captain  came  up  ;  proceeded.    2h.  30m.  pitched.    3h.  40m.  had  Hours  travelled,  eii. 

pemmican  and  tea.  wfnd,^Soutli-easterly;  4.b.c.m. 

4h.  called  the  cook.    5h.  started  under  sail.    1  Ih.  30m.  reached  the  boat    .     ^''''^  ^^fj'^^^' 
depot,  received  four  casks  on  the  sledge.    Midnight,  lunched.    2h.  pro-  Hours  traveiM,*:!!.  20m. 
ceeded,  having  erected  a  cairn  where  the  depot  was.    7h.  halted  and  Kest,  leh.  30m. 
pitched.    8h.  30m.  had  pemmican  and  tea.  ""^^^^^  ^' 

4h.  called  the  cook.    5h.  10m.  breakfasted ;  heavy  fall  of  hail  during  j^jgta^j^^^iy^'iier^'^'^^^ 
the  day.  6h.  started,  taking  the  boat  in  tow,  made  sail.  Midnight,  lunched.  Hours  tr'aveiied,  loh.  som. 
12h.  30m.  observed  on  top  of  the  boot  depot  hill  four  men.    Ih.  pro-  Rest,  i3h.  30m. 
ceeded ;  in  consequence  of  the  wind  failing  found  it  necessary  to  take  the 
sledge  on  and  then  return  for  the  boat.    5h.  observed  the  "  Londsborough." 
6h.  observed  her  pitch.    6h.  15m.  boat  came  up  to  the  sledge;  pitched. 
8h.  had  pemmican  and  tea. 

4.  called  the  cook.    5h.  20m.  breakfasted;  performed  divine  service,  ^yjj^^  g™^^  .""o c  ™'^''^' 
6h.  30m.  packed  and  started.    7h.  20m.  observed  two  men  on  depot  hill.  Distance,  's  miles. 
8h.  observed  a  party  of  men  proceeding  towards  us;  hoisted  our  banner.  ^ggjYs'h^^'^^*^' 
lOh.  party  met  us,  consisting  of  Dr.  Lyall,  Mr.  AUard,  and  twelve  men,  six  ' 
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ProcoediiiffH 
of  Mr.  Blair  Grove. 


.Iuu(!  (illi,  Monday. 

Wind,  calm ;  o.  com. 
Distance,  0  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  6h. 
Eest  18h. 


June  7th,  Tuesday. 
Wind,  North-westerly  ;  i.  c.o.s 


of  wliom  assisted  to  di'aji,'  our  slodji^c.  Midnight,  lialted  lor  lunch, 
2h.  pitched  on  Princess  Kf)yal  island;  went  on  top  of  the  liill  to  erect  a  cairn. 
.Oh.  rctiu'iied  to  the  tents,  had  peiiiinican  and  tea;  received  our  letters  from 
England,  they  liaviii^'  l)een  brouglit  fioiii  the  shij)  by  Dr.  Lyall. 

called  the  cook.  Gh.  breakfasted;  sent  hands  on  the  hill  to  hiu'ld  a  cairn. 

with  provisions  for  tl)irty  days. 


"  Enterprise  "  arrived  from  the 


June  8th,  Wednesday. 

Wind,  North- westerly ;  4.  to  5, 
b.c.m. 

Distance  pone  over,  6  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  5h. 
Eest,  19h. 


June  9th,  Thursday. 


June  10th,  I'rlday. 
Wind,  S.E. ;  2.  b.c. 
Distance  made  good.  4',')  miles. 
Distance  travelled,  7  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  iih. 
Best,  19h. 


.June  1 1  111,  Haturday. 

Wind,  S.W. ;  2.  h.c. 
7>iKtanc(',  H  iiiilcH. 
Hour«  I  ravelled,  8h. 
Kest,  iOh. 


Uh.  completed  the  "  l^ondsborough  " 
I2h.  lunched.    Heavy  fall  of  snow. 

bh.  20n).  had  supper  and  tea. 

r^h.  ;^0m.  The  "Lady  Franklin"  and 
other  end  of  the  island,  and  pitched  alongside  of  us. 

.5h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  breakiasted.  6h.  'Mhw.  received  my  orders 
from  Sir  Edward  i3elcher  to  proceed  towards  the  ship,  and  assist  the 
"Enterprise"  in  carrying  in  the  depots.  7h.  The  ice-boat  with  the 
"  Londsborough's  "  crew  and  "  Lady  Franklin  "  started  under  sail,  receiving 
three  cheers  from  us,  which  they  returned. 

8h.  got  under  weigh  in  company  with  the  "  Enterprise,"  and  proceeded 
towards  the  west  end  of  the  island.     12h.  pitched;  had  lunch. 

111.  10m.  sent  all  hands  back  to  bring  the  "  Londsborough  "  up  ;  lashed 
our  sledge  afresh. 

.5h.  20m.  party  returned ;  had  supper  and  tea ;  received,  before  parting 
company  with  the  "Londsborough,"  Alex.  Baillie,  sick,  and  gave  C.  Pond 
in  lieu,  and  W,  Huggett  for  passage  to  the  ship. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  breakfasted ;  sent  a  shooting  party  over  to  the 
main. 

lOh.  observed  two  men  and  a  dog  on  the  floe  coming  towards  the  island; 
party  I'cturned;  lunched.  Ih.  sent  another  shooting  party  out.  2h.  10m. 
two  men  and  the  dog  arrived  vrith  orders  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher  for 
Mr.  Allard.  3h.  30m.  party  returned,  having  seen  no  game  on  the  main, 
but  recent  tracks  of  deer  ;  they,  however,  shot  two  fine  teal,  while  crossing 
the  floe. 

.5h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  breakfasted ;  employed  stowing  the  "  Londs- 
borough "  with  23  days'  provisions  for  twenty  men,  and  20  days'  for  two 
menwh  o  are  to  take  charge  of  the  sledge,  provisions,  tent,  &c. 

9h.  proceeded  towards  a  point  of  land  on  the  main  inside  the  island. 
10b.  arrived  on  ditto ;  pitched  the  tent,  and  stowed  the  provisions  inside  of 
it,  leaving  the  two  men  in  charge.  When  on  this  point,  discovered  very 
faint  remains  of  an  Esquimaux  hut,  consisting  of  a  double  row  of  large 
stones,  and.  the  traces  of  the  door  facing  the  south ;  found  a  piece  of  wood, 
llh.  10m.  returned  to  the  tents  and  lunched.  12h.  30m,  packed  and  pro- 
ceeded under  sail,  steering  for  the  grand  depot,  going  over  the  land. 
4h.  40m.  halted  and  pitched.  6h.  had  pemmican  and  tea.  Observed  two 
lanes  of  water  off  the  island. 

,5h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  breakfasted,  packed,  and  started  at  7h. ;  floe 
\ery  soft. 

9h.  Whilst  walking  ahead  of  my  sledge,  floe  gave  way,  went  slap  in  ; 
fortunate]}'  Mr.  Allard  Avas  not  far  off;  assisted  me  out;  stopped  the 
sledge,  and  shifted. 

lOh.  Beams  (captain  of  the  sledge)  went  in,  got  him  shifted,  and  pro- 
ceeded, steering  close  in  shore,  llh.  30m.  reached  the  land  floe.  Mid- 
night, lunched.    Ih.  proceeded. 

4h.  halted  and  pitched. 

Large  sheet  of  open  water  close  to  us,  extending  from  the  hunnnocks  to 
about  halfway  across  to  'Fable  Island,  about  a  distance  of  six  miles,  strong 
current  running  south,  strength  between  4  or  5  miles  per  hour. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    7h-  started  ;  Wind,  North-westerly. 

Midnight,  halted  for  liuich.  111.  started  undei'  sail.  Observed  numerous 
laiKts  of  open  water  in  mid-channel.  Observed  the  traces  of  a  nmsk  ox, 
evidently  very  fresh,    dh.  halted  and  pitched. 
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5b.  called  the  cook.    61i.  breakfasted.    7h.  started  on  our  return  to        j™*^  i^*'  ^""^^y- 
Depot  Point,  to  sbift  tbe  "  Londsborougb's  "  depot,  according  to  orders.  ]Sic^,T^Sf  ^' 
Midnight ;  arrived  at  tbe  Point,  and  lunched ;  unpacked  the  sledges,  and  Hours  travelled,  sh. 
pitched  the  tents,    lb.  repaired  on  top  of  the  Point,  and  dug  the  depot  up  ; 
loaded  tbe  sledges,  and  rebuilt  the  cairn.    4h.  30m.  returned  to  the  tents. 
6h.  had  supper  and  tea. 

Observed  the  current  setting  strongly  to  the  N.W. 

.5h.  called  the  cook.     6h.  breakfasted.    7b.  started,  steering  for  Wall    ^.  J«"e  L3th,  Monday. 
Cliff.   12h.  arrived  at  ditto,  had  lunch,  pitched  the  tents,    lb.  took  a  party  caim,'oi°c! 
on  top  of  the  Wall  Cliff,  to  build  a  cairn  ;  built  ditto  on  the  same  spot  that  Distance,  7-5  miles. 
Captain  Richards  had  built  a  small  one  during  the  autumn.    4h.  returned  Res"t!%'h.^30m.'  ™ 
to  the  tent. 

6h.  had  supper  and  tea. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    6h.  breakfasted.    7h.  started  with  a  depot  for       June  1 4th,  Tuesday. 
"Londsborough"  and  "Lady  Frankhn,"  steering  for  Star  Cliff;  floe  very  SSLlT-'miies. 
wet  and  rotten,  very  wet  feet  in  consequence,    lib.  40m.  arrived  at  the  Hours  travelled,  5h. 
point,  lunched  ;  after  lunch,  buried  the  depot,  consisting  of  100  rations. 

2b.  started,  returning  to  Bluff  Point. 

4h.  30m.  arrived  on  ditto,  and  pitched.    6h.  lOm.  bad  supper  and  tea. 

Richard  Bex  (R.  M.,)  complaining  of  severe  pain  in  his  right  testicle,  and 
also  that  it  was  much  swollen  ;  gave  him  an  opening  pill — pil.  colocynth.  c. 
— and  kept  wet  rags  applied  to  the  parts  during  the  night ;  made  a  bandage 
of  a  handkerchief,  and  slung  them. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    6h.  breakfasted.    7b.  took  13  bands  on  top  of  the     June  isth,  Wednesday, 

hill  to  enlarge  the  cairn;  rest  of  hands  employed  digging  up  the  provisions.  Distant,  e-s'miie^^ 

Midnight ;  returned  from  the  hill ;  lunched,  and  started  at  lb.  a.m.    Very  Hours  traveUed,  eh.  30m. 
unpleasant  weather,  accompanied  with  heavy  snow  and  sleet.    Richard  Bex  i'*^- 
still  complaining ;  made  him  walk  alongside  the  sledge. 

4b.  pitched  on  the  land ;  unstowed  the  sledge,  and  relashed.    Gave  Bex 
two  pil.  sap.  c.  opio. 

5h.  called  the  cook.   6h.  breakfasted.  Bex  still  complaining.  7h.  started.  ^.  ^"^'^ 

12h.  lunched,    lb.  started.    4h.  pitched.    6b.  had  supper  and  tea.    Very  p/gtaneZ 3 mites!' 

heavy  work  during  tbe  day,  owing  to  the  softness  of  the  snow,  and  obliged  Hours  travelled,  3h. 

in  consequence  to  skirt  tbe  bays.  Cm^i  buUding,  eh. 

5h.  called  the  cook.  6h.  breakfasted.  7h.  packed  and  started.   Uh.  30m.        June  1 7th,  Eriday. 

reached  tbe  N.E.  extreme  ;  pitched  the  tents,  had  lunch  ;  after  lunch,  went  pistMct° 9* mUef  ^ 

on  top  of  the  hill  to  build  a  cairn  in  sight  of  Coffin,  Table,  and  Exmouth  Hours  travelled,  sh. 
Islands  ;  also  repaired  the  old  cairn  on  the  N.E.  extreme. 

5h.  bad  supper  and  tea ;  during  the  forenoon  the  weather  was  very  thick 
and  drizzly,  but  cleared  up  about  noon  ;  towards  the  evening  came  on  wet 
again. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    6h.  breakfasted.    7b.  started.    Qh.  30m.  found  tbe    .  ^^^^^'^^y- 

1     1  i  1  n  ■  ^  1        1  •        •  1        ii  •  Wmd,South--n-esterly;3.com.s. 

rloe  so  very  bad,  the  top  cake  oi  ice  and  snow  breakmg  m,  and  nothing  Distance.  4  miles, 
remaining  on  top  of  the  thick  ice  except  sludge  and  water  about  21  or  3  feet  ^^j^.^^iJy^i^fiJg'^gh^'^*^™^ 
in  depth;  sledges  breaking  in.    lOh.  30m.  obliged  to  shift,  the  drag  ropes  Rest,  uh. som'. 
not  being  able  to  turn  the  sledges,  and  retrace  our  way  back. 

llh.  .-.Om.  reached  pretty  good  ice.  12h.  lunched  ;  In  consequence  of  tbe 
men  being  thoroughly  wet  up  above  their  knees,  only  gave  them  a  quarter 
of  an  hour  to  lunch.  12h.  15m.  started;  obliged  to  go  the  round  of 
the  bay  so  as  to  avoid  the  bad  ice.  4h.  pitched.  5b.  30m.  had  supper 
and  tea. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    6h.  breakfasted.    7h.  started,  keeping  the  rounds       -Tune  isti^-  Sunday, 
of  the  bay,  steering  for  Village  Point.    lOh.  30m.  arrived  at  Village  Point,  S^'J^f ^ 'Jes. 
buried  a  depot  for  tbe  "  LondsborouQ-b."  Hours  travelled,  sh. 

Rest,  16h. 

1  Ih.  started,  having  previously  had  lunch. 

L  1— M  m  4 
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Juno  20th,  Monday. 

Wind,  Northerly;  l.coni. 
Distance,  8  niilcK. 
Distance,  4  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  4()iti. 
Rest,  'Jh. 


2h.  pitched ;  had  supper  and  tea. 

].  111.  called  the  cook  ;  liad  breakfast.  1  Ih.  .'iOin.  started,  steering  for  the 
ships.    4h.  ;}Oin.  observed  the  mastheads,    .'ih.  20rn.  reached  tlie  ships. 


Name. 

]{ank. 

Ship. 

• 

Itemarkn. 

Mr.  J.  B.  Grove 
JoHcpli  Boams 
'riionias  Bond 
Isaac  JJarnett 
Christoplicr  Pond 
.Janics  MacarliH^y  - 
Mr.  Williiim  Taylor 
Robert.  Urquliart 

Mate 

Captain  of  Slod^'C 
Q.  M.        -      '  - 
Capt.  of  M.  T. 
CiirfK:nt('r',s  Ci'cw  - 
A.  15. 
Jioa*^.swaiji 
R.  M. 

"  Asflistaiiee." 
j> 

5> 
J> 

!> 

JJ 
;> 

Volunteer, 

Constant  weights 
Provisions  and  packages 
Total  weights 
Weight  per  man  - 


Ibfi. 

-  707 

-  1,050 

-  1,757 

-  251 


Enclosure  No.  23.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Lieutenant  Walter  W.  May  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 

Sir,  Iler  Majesty's  Ship    A.s.si.stance,"  August  20,  18.3.3. 

I  have  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  herewith  the  Journal  of  the 
proceedings  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Reliance,"  late  under  my  command,  whilst 
employed  under  the  orders  of  Commander  Richards  in  the  search  to  the 
southward  and  Avestward,  between  the  10th  of  April  and  the  13th  of  June 
1853. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Walter  W.  May,  Lieutenant. 


Proceedings  JouRNAL  of  Proceedings  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Reliance,"  in  charge  of  Lieu- 
of  Lieutenant  May.         tenant  W.  W.  May,  attached  to  the  S.  W.  division,  under  the  command  of 

Commander  G.  PL  Richards. 


Name. 

Rank. 

Ship. 

Remarks. 

Mr.  W.  W.  May  - 

Benjamin  Young 

(xeorge  Edey    -        -  - 

Robert  M'Cormnck  - 

George  Green 

il.  Robinson    -         -  - 

  Harris  -         -  - 

Lieutenant  - 
Ice  Quarter-master 

R.  M.  - 

R.  M.     -       -  - 
A.  B.    -       -  - 

"  Assistance." 
"  Pioneer." 

j> 

)) 

!5 

 Sennate    -       -  - 

TiiouKis  Marslia!  - 

3>                       "  " 

Ciiptiiin,  Forecastle 

JJ 

"  Assistance  " 

Received  from  sledge 
"  Lady  Franklin." 

Absfrdct  <jf  Weig  hts. 
Constant  Weights      -          .          .  _ 
Provisions  with  packages  (30  da^  s) 
Boat         -          -           -           -  . 

lbs. 

-  600 

-  675 
•    -  300 

Weight  per  man  -----  ^25 

Daily  decrease  of  weight       -  -  -  .  22^- 


Sir  Edward  BELruKH,  Xt.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.  S.  "  Assistance,"  and  in 
connnaiid  of  Ihe  Ai-ctic  S([ua(]roii,  to  .I^ieiitenant  W.  W.  May. 

1.  Whereas  y oil  ha\'e  been  entrusted  with  the  command  of  the  sledge 
"  Pteliance,"  victualled  foi-  30  days,  and  in  every  respect  complete  for  the 
intended  duty : 
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2.  You  will  place  yourself  under  the  orders  of  Commander  Richards,  of  LTeute 

this  ship,  or  of  Lieutenant  Osborn,  should  he  become  separated,  and  obey  ^  leutenant  M 
any  instructions  given  to  you  by  either  of  them. 

3.  Upon  your  quitting  Commander  Richards,  on  your  return  to  the 
depot  and  ship,  you  will  receive  from  him  either  definite  distinct  orders  for 
your  guidance,  or  }  0u  will  obey  the  exact  tenor  of  the  following  : — 

4.  You  are  upon  a  duty  which  calls  for  3^our  undivided  attention,  and 
from  the  moment  of  quitting  his  command,  you  are  to  use  your  utmost 
exertion  to  reach  the  ship,  in  order  that  other  equally  important  duty  shall 
be  accelerated. 

5.  When  sporting  becomes  necessary  for  the  actual  sustenance  of  your 
party,  it  may  be  countenanced  ;  but  our  time  is  now  too  valuable  to  lose 
an  hour.  I  must  therefore  strictly  enjoin  you  not  to  deviate  from  the  spirit 
of  this  order,  by  moving  right  or  left  in  quest  of  animals,  or  adding  unne- 
cessary weight  to  the  sledge. 

6.  You  will,  in  conformity  with  my  general  order,  keep  a  strict  daily 
journal,  under  the  form  issued  ;  and,  within  a  reasonable  period  after  yonv 
return  to  the  ship,  deliver  the  same  to  me,  duly  signed. 

7.  Should  you  fall  in  with  any  superior  officer  belonging  to  this  squadron, 
you  will  show  him  these  orders,  and  he  is  hereby  strictly  enjoined  not  to 
interfere  with  you  or  your  route,  nor  in  any  manner  retard  the  service  on 
which  you  are  specially  engaged. 

8.  Wisliing  you  health,  good  weather,  and  success,  I  commit  you  to  the 
care  of  Him  who  careth  for  us  all. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
Northumberland  Sound,  this  9th  day  of  April  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain. 


4h.  P.M.  left  the  ship  with  6  sledoes  under  the  command  of  Captain       ^^!^  Sunday. 

•  •  Jb  irst  J  ourncv* 

Richards.    Officers,  Lieutenant  Osborn,  May,  Dr.  Lyall,  Messrs.  Herbert  wind,  n.  ;  o.  c.  s. 
and  Grove,  mates,  "  Reliance,"  carrying  a  boat  to  be  deposited  on  the  east  ^jl^a^"" g^'^^gh^gom  ^°™* 
shore  of  Melville  Island.    Sail  set;  8h.  30m.  encamped  at  the  N.E.  end  of  Distance,  6  miies. 

Spit  Island.      Made  6  miles.  Time  encamped,  llkSOm. 

8h.  started  under  sail,  following  our  old  tracks  through  the  hummocks. 
12h.  lunched.    4h.  30m.  encamped.  April  nth,  Monday. 

7h.  30m.  started.     Rough  travelling  during  the  forenoon.     Sail  set.         ^r°h%"o'" 3  c  4 
12h.  lunched.    4h.  encamped  near  the  heavy  hummocks  which  were  Encamped,  411.  som. 
passed  over  on  our  last  trip  to  Cape  I^ady  Franklin.  Made  7  miles. 

7h.  started,  and  draa-ffed  the  sledo;es  to  where  we  entered  the  hummocks  '^""'^/'^"^fT^'l'^'rJ.^^'^ 

1        •  i-i      1  1      1       1     1     1        1  1         April  12th,  riiesday. 

on  our  last  journey  across.    Double  banked  the  three  small  sledges,  and         Third  jom-ney. 
proceeded.    In  crossing  this  ridge  of  hummocks,  the  left  runner  of  our  '^"^'j, 
sledge  broke  short  off  in  the  after  horn,  and  also  carried  away  two  stan-  Encamped' 4h. 
chions.    Unloaded  sledge,  and  commenced  repairing  ditto,  by  putting  in  Made  8  miles, 
two  new  stanchions,  and  securing  the  broken  runner  with  strong  lashings,     ^^'e  ^rtt'JIurtT^^'*^ 
making  her  quite  as  good  as  before  the  accident  occurred.    But  Captain  Time  encamped,  i5h. 
Richards  wishing  to  try  the  sledge,  ordered  the  boat  to  be  placed  for  the  Time  travelled,  9h.  30m. 
present  on  the  "Dauntless  ;"  in  the  meanwhile  the  rest  of  the  crews  having  4h.  30'm.' encamped, 
dragged  the  three  other  sledges  over  the  hummocks,  lunched,  and  pro-  Made  6*  miles, 
ceeded  onwards.    The  "  John  Barrow  "  carried  away  two  stanchions  and 
strained  the  left  runner. 

Ih.  having  lunched,  we  again  proceeded;  found  the  sledge  to  stand 
uncommonly  well. 

4h.  30m.  encamped. 


Cone  Island.  Two  Sisters. 

7h.  started ;  going  over  a  tolerably  good  floe,  weather  thick,  with  drift  '^''''^priiTS  ThL^^^^^ 

land  not  in  sight.  Fifth  Journey. 

llh.  30m.  lunched.  Set  the  sails.  Carried  away  spare  pike.  Towards  7^- ^started.  ^  ^ 
the  evening  the  weather  cleared  up,  and  w^e  again  saw  land.  Time  travelled,  9k 

4h.  encamped ;  Cape  Lady  Franldin  about  two  miles  distant.  MadTrSes 
7h.  10m.  started;  good  floe;  passed  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  going  about  Time  encamped,  15h.  10m. 
IT.  N  n 
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April  Ifjtli,  J<Viday. 

Eiftli  Journey. 
Southerly  ;  3.  4.  o.c.m. 
Temp.  18°. 

Time  travelled,  Oh.  20in. 
South-easterly. 
4h.  30m.  encamped. 
Made  9i  miles. 
Encamped,  15h.  SOiu. 


April  16th,  Saturday. 

Sixth  Journey. 
Temp.  8°. 
Wind,  W.N.W. 
Temp.  18°. 
Time  travelled,  4h. 
12h.  encamped. 
Made  3^  miles. 


April  17th,  Sunday. 

Seventh  Journey. 
8h.  started. 

Wind,  N.W.;  1.  2.  3.  b.c.n. 
Time  encamped,  20h.  (bad 

weather). 
Building  depot,  3  to  4  hours. 
4h.  45m.  encamped. 
Time  travelled,  8h.  45m. 
Distance,  74  miles. 


April  18th,  Monday. 

Time  encamped,  14h.  43m. 

Eighth  Journey. 
7h.  30m.  started. 
North-westerly;  3.  to  4.  b.c. 
Time  travelled,  8h. 
5h.  encamped. 
Distance,  7  miles. 
Time  encamped,  14h.  30m. 


April  19  th,  Tuesday. 

Ninth  Journey. 
7h.  30m.  started. 
North-westerly ;  2.  h.c. 
Time  travelled,  9h.  45m. 
5h.  15m.  encamped. 
Distance,  8  miles. 
Time  encamped,  1.3h.  30m. 


April  20th,  Wednesday. 
Tenth  Journey. 
W.N.W.  ;  2.  b.c. 
Temp.  22°. 

Time  travelled,  lOh.  15m. 

5h.  encamped. 

Made  8  miles. 

Time  encamped,  14h.  15m. 


April  21st,  Thursday. 

Eleventh  Journey. 
Calm,  b.c.  3. 
5li.  encamped. 
Made  Sj,  inileK. 
Time  travelled.  Oh.  45m. 


April  22d,  Friday. 

'rwelftli  Journey. 
Tiine  eiicaiiijJL'il,  l-lli.  .'JOiri. 
Calm,  b.<-. 
Noon, 

Li/^htiiir  fr()m  northward. 
Time  tiitvcllcd,  Oli.  .'tOiii. 
5h.  encaiii))''d. 
Ma<lc  7i  inileK. 
Time  encamjicd,  Mh. 


April  23d,  Saturday. 
Thirteeatli  Journey. 
7li.  iiturted. 


west.  The  land  here  was  low,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  hills,  but  the 
weather  coming  on  thick,  prevented  our  distinguishing  objects  at  any  great 
distance. 

llh.  15m.  lunched.    During  the  afternoon  the  wind  being  favourable, 
we  set  the  sails,  and  found  them  of  great  assistance. 
4h.  30m.  encamped. 

8h.  started.  Strong  wind  from  the  westward,  with  the  thermometer 
low ;  weather  thick ;  land  just  visible  through  the  haze. 

1  Ih.  30in.  finding  it  too  severe  for  travcHing  with  safety,  we  encamped 
within  about  30  yards  of  a  point  of  land  against  which  there  was  an 
immense  ridge  of  hummocks  thrown  up,  about  30  to  40  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  floe.  The  land  was  of  a  sandstone  construction,  and  covered 
with  numerous  large  stones.  /Vfter  lunch,  we  buried  the  depot  brought 
out  by  the  sledge  "  Dauntless,"  which  consisted  of  five  days'  provisions  for 
the  rest  of  the  sledges.  This  was  deposited  in  a  hollow  cairn,  built  round 
with  large  stones. 

8h.  started.  The  "  Dauntless  "  returned  to  the  ship.  Five  deer  were  seen 
this  morning,  also  two  in  the  forenoon.  Shifted  the  boat  to  our  sledge. 
Good  floe  ;  sledges  going  well.  The  la,nd  appeared  to  trend  north  and 
west  for  about  four  miles ;  we  then  rounded  a  point  and  turned  more  to  the 
westward. 

12h.  lunched. 

4h.  45m.  encamped,  having  crossed  a  deep  bay  or  inlet  which  ran  about 
south. 

7h.  30m.  started.  The  cape  we  were  encamped  off  was  named  for 
the  present  Sandstone  Point.  Floe  very  good ;  wind  sharp  from  N.W. 
After  clearing  Sandstone  Point,  we  came  in  sight  of  two  hills,  which, 
fi'om  their  similarity  to  each  other,  were  called  the  Two  Sisters. 

I  Ih.  30m.  the  weather  being  very  severe,  we  encamped  for  lunch. 

Ih.  down  tents  and  proceeded.  Observed  an  inlet  or  strait  running 
about  S.W. 

5h.  30m.  encamped  near  the  land.  Mr.  Herbert  and  myself  landed  and 
saw  three  deer.  The  land  continued  to  be  of  sandstone  formation,  with 
high  hills  at  a  distance,  from  which  gentle  slopes  or  planes  of  about  two  or 
three  miles  in  breadth  extended  towards  the  sea,  evidentlv  well  calculated 
to  sustain  game  of  every  description.    Stones  sharp  and  irregular, 

7h.  30m.  started.  A  small  island  could  be  seen  to  the  northward. 
Following  the  trend  of  the  land  about  west  true. 

llh.  50m.  lunched.  Captain  Richards  obtained  an  observation  of  the  sun. 

5h.  15m.  encamped.  Land  could  be  seen  about  30  miles  to  the 
southward. 

6h.  45m.  started.    Heavy  floe.    Captain  Richards  went  to  the  summit 
of  a  hill  to  get  a  view  of  the  distant  land. 
12h.  lunched. 
5h.  encamped. 

There  appears  to  be  a  passage  to  the  south,  making  the  nearest  land  to 
us  an  island. 

7h.  15m.  started  ;  heavy  floe;  making  for  a  bluff  about  S.W. 
llh.  45m.  lunched. 
5h.  encamped. 

7h.  30m.  started,  making  for  the  bluff,  distant  about  16  miles  S.W.  by  W. 

We  could  see  clearly  to-day  tlie  South  land.  There  is  a  remarkable 
blufi'  on  eastern  side,  near  which  appears  a  channel  running  to  the  S.E. 
This  bluff  is  about  18  miles  from  the  point  we  are  now  making  for,  between 
Avhich  is  a  deep  bay  with  several  smaller  bays  in  it.  The  land  is  low  in 
most  parts,  with  the  exception  of  high  land  to  the  southward. 

1  Ih.  3>()ni.  lunched. 

During  the  afternoon  the  sledges  ran  heavily,  being  obstructed  by  thick 
snow  and  hummocks;  in  crossing  some  of  these,  the  sledge  "  Success  "  carried 
away  all  her  side  lashings.    She  was  unloaded  and  relashed. 

5h.  encamped. 

7h.  started  ;  set  sail ;  weather  thick. 

1  Ih.  ]unc;hed.    Sledges  went  uncommonly  well  this  afternoon,  the  sail 
l)eing  of  great  assistance. 
5li.  encamped. 
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,     Wind,  N.w.;  3.  4. CM. 

George  Harris,  having  had  repeated  attacks  of  cramp  m  the  stomach,  will  Time  travelled,  loh. 
return  to  the  ship  with  the  sledge  Lady  Franklin.  MadTrmfies." 
7h.  started,  weather  very  thick,  strong  wind  from  N.W.  Time  encamped,  uh. 

llh.  45m.  lunched.  i^See^S'joumr 

4h.  30m.  encamped  on  the  shore.  The  weather  continued  so  thick ,  n.w.  s.  e. 

that  none  of  the  land  around  us  could  be  seen.    Buried  the  depot  brought 

i,i,,Ti-niT»  Time  travelled,  9h.  .30m. 

by  the  "  Lady  J^rankhn.  4h.  encamped. 

This  point  was  named  Cape  Fortune.  Madesmiies. 

-rrr  -li  J.  i.         l      ^  n  it       iime  encamped,  19h.  30m. 

We  remained  at  our  encampment  until  noon,  to  get  observations  oi  the  •     April  2 sth,  Monday 
sun  for  latitude  and  longitude,  and  finish  burying  the  depot.    I  went  in  KfteenthJoumey. 
pursuit  of  game,  and  succeeded  in  shooting  a  hare.    Saw  six  deer,  but  wkiXN.w.;2.  cm. 
they  were  too  wild  to  get  within  gun  shot.    Dr.  Lyall  and  party  started  on  Detained  for  obsei-vations  and 
their  return  for  the  ship. 

12h.  lunched.  Time  travelled,  5h. 

12h.  15m.  down  tent,  and  proceeded  along  the  land  to  the  N.W.,  on  a  MadermUes. 

ledge  of  smooth  ice  inside  the  hummocks.  Time  encamped,  uh.  i5m. 

5h.  encamped ;  weather  clearing.  i'5m"started 
The  ice  here  appeared  to  be  very  old,  having  that  dirty  bluish  look  Wind,  n.w. 

about  it;  hummocks  numerous  but  small;  land  low,  and  covered  with  Time  tr?vS^  9h '45m^" 

snow.  4h.  encamped. 

7h.  15m.  started,  going  along  the  land  about  N.W. ;  land  very  low;  SeMc^Sd, i5h. 30m. 
weather  thick,  with  strong  N.W.  wind.    Several  deer  were  seen.  April  27tii,  Wednesday. 

llh.  30m.  lunched.  ^     Seventeenth  Joumey. 

Temp.  +5°. 

4h.  encamped.  Wind,  n.w.  ;  3.  to 4. b. c.  m. 

7h.  30m.  started  ;  we  rounded  a  long  low  point,  and  then  kept  in  shore  4h'^30m^encamp^ed 
again  along  the  land  ledge  ;  none  of  the  land  about  us  could  be  seen  for  Made  7  miles. 

the  mist.  .   ^Pnl  28th,  Thursday. 

it-i     r^n  J  if>i        1  Time  encamped,  14h.  45m. 

Uh.  30m.   stopped  lor  lunch.  Eighteenth  Journey. 

4h.  30m.  encamped.  Se 'trSied ' gif '30m 

7h.  15m.  started;  going  along  the  land  about  N.W.   Land  very  low.     4h.  45m.  encamped. 
I  Ih.  30m.  lunched ;  during  the  afternoon  we  altered  our  course,  following  Made  7*  miles, 
the  direction  of  the  land  about  W.S.W.  TimefnSS'S'm. 

4h.  45m.  encamped.  Nineteenth  Journey. 

7h.  started,  good  floe;  following  the  trend  of  the  land,  making  our  Temp.^+^8°!'/ir!^ 
course  for  the  first  three  miles  W.S.W.,  three  miles  S.W.S.,  and  lastly.  Time  travelled,  iik 
three  miles  S.    llh.  30m.  lunched.     _  ^  SadeTmfi' 

6h.  encamped  on  a  low  spit,  extending  about  two  miles  out  from,  the  April  30th,  Saturday, 
land.    Buried  the  depot  brought  bv  the  "  Success."    We  could  see  land     ,7"^^!!*^  Joumey. 

r  f  •■  .  7h.  30m.  started. 

away  to  the  b.W.,  about  35  to  40  miles  distant.  Caim;b.c.  3. 

7h.  30m.  started ;  parted  company  with  the  sledge  "  Success,"  com-  Northerly "rbc^'^' 
mencing  their  return  journey  for  the  ships.  Time  travelled,  eh. 

8h.  having  arrived  at  the  N.W.  extreme  of  this  land,  we  stopped  the  gh^'gncan^pe™' ™' 
sledges,  and  erected  a  cairn  on  a  prominent  point,  leaving  despatches  for  Made  5  miles. 
Captain  Kellet,  this  being  the  spot  previously  arranged  upon,  where,  if  gy^^^a 
possible,  our  travelling  parties  should  meet.    Shot  a  ptarmigan.  Time  encamped,  uh.^"''" 

llh.  30m.  lunched.  Twnty-lirst  Journey. 

5h.  encamped;  the  land  to  the  S.W.  could  be  distinctly  seen.  +2°,  +8°. 

7h.  started,  steering  south;  floe  rather  heavy..  Caim,m. 

'    ,     „^        '        ,     ,^  '  Time  travelled,  1  oh. 

llh.  30m.  lunched.  Noon, +1 6°. 

5h.  encamped  ;  the  land  from  the  depot  ran  to  the  S.E.,  forming  a  deep  ^^^^fg  y^fj^g' 
bay ;  it  then  trended  away  to  the  S.W.,  bringing  it  about  S.  by  W.  from  Time  encamped,  14h. 

our  encampment.  May  2d,  Monday. 

7h.  started  ;  going  about  S.W.  ;  weather  very  thick ;  no  land  to  be  Time^travdied°'iok°'^^^' 
seen  to  S.W.  w^d  southeri' 

llh.  30m.  lunched.  5h!en'clmpe?^' 

5h.  encamped.  M^e  6^™^^.^^ 

6h.  started;  good  floe  ;  weather  cloudy  :  going  S.W.  '""'Ma'^d' Tuesday. 

lOh.  40m.  lunched.  Twenty-third  Joumey. 

3h.  45m.  encamped ;  weather  clearing ;  land  could  be  seen  S.W.,  about  trSeSgL^isT" 

25  miles  distant.  3h.  45m.  encamped. 

7h.  started;  thick  weather,  going  S.W.,  floe  heavy,  light  wind  from  ^^''^^^^S Wednesday. 

eastward  ;    sails  set.  Twenty-fourth  Journey. 

Uh.  20m.  lunched  ;  land  to  the  eastward  and  southward  could  be  seen.  Tiine  encamped,  ish.  ism. 
2h.  weather  clearing  ;  observed  the  land  ahead.  wind,  e. 

6h.  encamped  about  two  miles  from  the  shore,  6h™encampei'- 

N  n  2  Made  8i  miles."" 


Memorandum:  —  Georgk   IIknuy   Kiciiabdh   to    Mu.    May,  Sledge 
"  Reliance." 

May  6tli,  IH.'/.i. 

Memo. — Circnrnstanccs  having'  rendered  it  expedient  to  divert  you 
from  your  original  orders,  and  to  detain  the  "  Reliance "  on  sshore  for  a 
longer  period  than  was  at  first  contemplated,  you  will  observe  the  following 
instructions  for  your  future  guidaiu-e. 

Re-crossing  the  liyam  Martin  C'hannel,  you  will  provision  yourself  from 
the  depot  at  Point  Success,  and  from  thence  pass  on  to  Cape  Fortune. 
Having  supplied  yourself  also  from  this  depot,  you  will  y)roceed  inside  the 
Deception  Group  (should  the  weather  be  clear),  and  passing  along  the 
coast  line  at  a  convenient  distance,  call  at  the  Deception  Point  depot  for 
your  provisions  there,  taking  only  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  reach  the 
grand  depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin.  Having  reached  this  cape,  you 
will  re-provision  the  "  Reliance"  for  35  days,  and  return  to  Cape  Fortune 
direct.  At  the  depot  at  Cape  Fortune,  you  will  deposit  1.5  days'  provisions 
for  8  men  ;  and  having  performed  this  service,  you  will  return  to  the  ship 
in  Northumberland  Sound. 

Should,  however,  the  ice  in  the  Queen's  Channel  have  broken  up,  so  as 
to  render  your  crossing  it  without  a  boat  hazardous,  you  will  ]-eturn  to  the 
grand  depot,  where  you  will  await  further  orders  from  Lieutenant  Osborne 
or  myself  The  former  may  be  expected  at  that  depot  f-n  route  to  the 
eastward,  about  the  20th  of  June.  The  service  you  are  about  to  undertake 
is  an  important  one  to  us,  and  the  necessity  of  yourself  and  crew  being  on 
board  the  ship  at  the  commencement  of  the  summer  operations  is  equally 
so  to  her.  I  may  therefore  enjoin  you  to  use  every  dispatch  in  the  per- 
formance of  this  duty,  and  you  are  not  to  devote  any  time  to  the  examina- 
tion of  coast  which  may  in  the  slightest  degree  retard  your  progress.  You 
will  be  careful  to  secure  the  different  depots  as  you  supply  yourself  with 
provisions,  and  at  every  cairn  you  visit,  you  will  leave  a  brief  record  of 
your  proceedings  for  my  information,  stating  the  time  of  your  leaving  such 
cairn,  and  the  particular  direction  you  are  about  to  take,  especially  at 
,  where  you  will  leave  any  information  you  may  possess  on  the 
state  of  the  ice  in  Queen's  Channel. 

Dated  at  the  w'est  shore  of  Byam  Martin's  Channel,  lat.  76°  N. ;  Ion. 

106     -0.  (Signed)       Geo.  Henky  Richards. 


Time  encamped,  13li. 

May  5th,  Thursday. 
Twenty-fifth  Journey. 

Temp.  +1°  +5". 
Noon  +8^.  Easterly. 
Time  travelled,  lOh. 
.5h.  encamped. 
Made  8^  miles. 

May  6th,  Friday. 

Calm;  S'' ;  b.c. 
Noon,  in  temp.  +  60°. 

Twenty-sixth  Journey. 
Time  encamped,  14h.  10m. 
Time  travelled,  Ui.  20m. 
—10". 

Midnight,  12h. 

Time  travelled,  8h. 

4h.  encamped. 

Made  1 1  miles. 

Time  encani])ed,  14h.  lOnu 


May  7th,  Saturday. 
Twenty-Kcventli  .Journey. 
Calm.    v.    MidriiKht,  - 10". 
Time  travelled,  Kii.  .'iOin. 
.'ih.  40II1.  encamped. 
Mad(^  12  mill's. 
Time  encamped,  l.Oli.  20m. 


May  8th,  Sunday. 
Twenty-eiKlith  .loiirney. 
Time  travelled,  8li.  .'.Om. 
f  4"  Westerly,  2.  b,f. 
.111.  encamped. 


7h.,  started;  thick  weather;  going  S.W.  ;  floes  heavy ;  light  wind  from 
eastward.    Sails  set. 

llh.  20m.,  stopped  for  lunch ;  land  to  the  S.  E.,  could  be  seen. 

2h.  weather  clearing  ;  observed  the  land  ahead. 

5h.  encamped  about  2  miles  fi'om  the  shore. 

7h.  10m.  left  our  encampment,  and  proceeded  to  the  shore. 

8h.  30m.  encamped  on  Melville  Island.  Deposited  our  depot  (which 
consisted  of  10  days'  provisions  for  16  men),  wdth  the  boat;  received  one 
day's  provisions  from  sledge  "  Sir  Edward." 

As  Ave  intended  to  commence  night  travelling  our  men  retired  to  rest  until 
the  evening.  The  land  here  was  high,  of  a  sandstone  formation,  covered 
with  snow ;  hardly  any  signs  of  vegetation  to  be  seen.  The  few  patches 
of  stones  uncovered  appear  to  have  been  much  washed  by  the  rush  of 
water  from  the  surrounding  hills. 

8  P.M.  packed  the  sle(lge  and  started,  leaving  the  advancing  parties 
encamped. 

rib.  40ni.  stopped  for  lunch. 

111.  proceeded. 

4h.  encamped  ;  land  ahead,  about  S.S.W. 

6h.  1  Oin.  started,  following  our  old  sledge  tracks  back  ;  -weather  very  fine. 
A  herd  of  6  to  8  deer  in  crossing  the  strait  had  followed  the  old  sledge 
tracks  for  several  miles. 

1  Ih.  10m.  lunched. 

3h.  40m.  encamped  ;  weather  misty. 

6h.  30m.  started,  making  for  the  depot  cairn  ;  light  wind  from  the  west- 
ward; sail  s(;t. 

llh.  lunched  ;  cairn.  N.  \  Vu    Weatlier  thick. 
3h.  encamped.    Thick  fog. 


(    285  ) 


7h.  started.    Sail  set.    Thick  fog, 
10.  weather  clearing.    Down  sail. 

12h.  15m.  encamped  at  the  depot  left  cj  sledge  "  Success."  Provisioned 
our  sledge  for  7  days,  with  the  exception  of  bread,  tea,  sugar,  chocolate, 
and  of  those  articles  4  days. 

8h.  started,  following  the  trend  of  the  land  towards  Cape  Fortune 
depot.    Sail  set. 

llh.  30m.  lunched.    Passed  a  cairn  erected  by  sledge  "  Success." 
4h.  encamped. 

7h.  50m.  started.    Weather  thick.    Following  the  old  sledge  tracks. 
9h.  30m.  passed  a  small  cairn  erected  by  sledge  "  Success." 
12h.  30m.  lunched. 

4h.  40m.  encamped ;  Cape  Fortune  S.E. 

7h.  40m.  started,  tine  clear  day,  making  for  Cape  Fortune. 

1 2h.  30m.  lunched  ;  shot  a  deer.    4h.  30m.  encamped  at  the  depot. 

The  land  here  is  of  a  sandstone  formation,  covered  in  every  direction 
with  moss  and  sassifrage.  It  abounds  in  deer  and  ptarmigan.  The  stones 
appear  much  washed  and  rounded  by  the  running  of  water  from  the  sur- 
rounding hills.     Shot  some  ptarmigan. 

We  dug  up  the  depot  and  took  our  provisions,  securing  the  remainder  as 
before,  and  at  12h.  proceeded,  making  for  the  S.W.  blulf  of  Deception 
Island. 

3h.  30m.  lunched. 

6h.  30m.  encamped. 

7h.  started,  fine  clear  day,  making  for  the  S.W.  bluff ;  observed  a  cairn 
erected  on  its  summit. 

There  appears  to  be  a  passage  to  the  S.E.  of  the  Deception  Group  to 
Cape  Lady  Franklin,  through  which,  after  having  made  the  S.W.  bluff, 
I  intend  proceeding.  I  also  observed  another  deep  inlet  or  strait  about 
S.  by  E.  \  E.  (see  sketch).    Floe  heavy,  owing  to  a  recent  fall  of  snow. 

llh.  30m.  lunched. 

3h.  45m.  encamped. 

7h.  40m.  started,  strong  wind  from  south.    Sail  set,  heavy  floe ;  passing 
to  the  southward  of  the  S.W.  bluff, 
llh.  30m.  lunched. 

4h.  45m.  encamped  about  1  mile  south  of  the  bluff. 

The  land  about  here  is  high,  with  a  good  earthy  soil,  and  covered  with 
moss  and  other  wild  flowers,  such  as  sassifrage,  &c.,  but  at  S.W.  bluff  there 
was  nothing  but  a  mass  of  huge  rocks,  which  had  been  thrown  by  an 
avalanche  from  the  cliffs  above.  The  floe  appeared  old,  with  numerous  large 
hummocks  pressed  against  the  shore. 

7h.  30m.  started,  making  for  a  bluff  on  the  N.E.  side  of  the  strait ;  after 
about  two  hours  travelling  we  opened  an  inlet  or  strait  trending  to  the 
N.E.,  but  the  weather  was  so  thick  that  I  could  not  distinguish  a  passage 
through. 

1  Ih.  30m.  lunched. 

4h.  20m.  encamped  on  the  east  side  of  the  strait.  The  land  about  here 
was  particularly  barren.  There  was  not  a  sign  of  a  living  creature  except 
a  few  ptarmigan. 

Land  on  S.W.  side  high,  and  covered  with  snow. 

9h.  started,  heavy  old  floe.  Following  the  land  to  the  S.E.  (towards 
what  appears  to  be  an  outlet). 

Ih.  30m.  lunched.  Passed  a  remarkable  looking  island,  about  4  miles 
from  the  east  shore  (see  sketch). 

5h.  40m.  encamped. 

At  this  part  of  the  strait,  the  distance  across  was  from  10  to  12  miles. 
Several  deep  bays  were  to  be  seen  on  the  east  shore,  and  on  the  west  an 
inlet  running  about  west. 

7h.  20m.  started,  thick  weather ;  making  for  a  bluff,  about  S.E.  by  E. 
The  land  still  continued  high  Avith  perpendicular  cliffs ;  weather  so  thick 
that  I  could  not  distinguish  the  trend  of  the  strait.    Floe  soft  and  heavy. 

llh.  50m.  lunched. 

4h.  encamped. 

The  weather  having  cleared  during  the  morning,  I  could  see  the  land  to 
the  S.E.  There  evidently  appeared  no  outlet  in  that  direction.  Though 
the  strait  or  bay  (20  miles  distant)  took  an  easterly  turn,  and  having  omy 
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Made  12  miles. 
Time  encamped,  1  ;h. 

May  9th,  Monday. 
Twenty-ninth  Journey. 
Wind  N.W.;  3.  4.  o.m.q.s. 
Time  travelled,  5h.  15m. 
Working  at  depot,  4h. 
Temp.  +  14°. 
12h.  15m.  encamped. 
Made  S  miles. 
Time  encamped,  19h.  ISm. 

May  10th,  Tuesday. 
Thirtieth  Journey. 
Wind,  North-westerly;  3.  cm 
Time  travelled,  8h. 
+  4°  -1°  +5°. 
Made  12  miles. 
Time  encamped,  15h.  50m. 

May  nth,  Wednesday. 
Thirty-first  Journey. 
Wind,  North-westerly. 
+  10°.    +  5°  Midnight. 
Time  travelled,  9h. 
4h.  40m.  encamped. 
Made  1 1  miles. 

May  12th,  Thursday. 
Tliirty-second  Journey 
Temp.  —7°.  Calm. 
Time  encamped,  15h. 
Temp.  -10°. 
Time  travelled,  8h.  50m. 
4h.  30m.  encamped. 
Made  10  miles. 

May  13th,  Friday. 
Thirty-third  Journey. 
Time  encamped,  19h.  30m. 
Temp.  -2°.    Calm  ;  2.  b.c. 
Time  working  at  depot,  4h. 
Time  travelled,  6h.  30m. 
6h.  30m.  encamped. 
Made  7  miles. 

May  14th,  Saturday. 
Thirty-fourth  Journey. 
Time  encamped,  12h.  30ni. 
+  14°.  Calm. 
Midnight,  -  11". 
Time  travelled,  8h.  45rtt.. 
3h.  45m.  encamped. 
Made  11  miles. 

May  15th,  Sunday. 
Thirty-flfih  Journey. 
Wind,  S. ;  4.  5.  c.m.q. 
Time  encamped,  15h.  55. 
Time  travelled,  9h.  5m. 
4h.  40m.  encamped. 
Made  1 1  miles. 

TJay  16th,  Monday. 
Thirly-sixth  Journey. 
Time  encamped,  14h.  45m, 
Easterly  ;  2.  3.  o.c.m. 
Temp.  +  16°. 
Time  travelled,  9h.  10m. 
4h.  2Cm.  encamped. 
Made  94  miles. 

May  17th,  Tuesday. 

Thirty-seventh  Journey. 

Time  encamped,  16h.  20m. 

Temp.  +  1 6°. 

Wind,  N.E. ;  o.c.m. 

•  1...  r  Calm,  o.f. 
Midnight-^         '  ,00 
°     [  Temp.  +  18  . 

5h.  40m.  encamped. 

Time  travelled,  8h.  40m. 

jMade  9  miles. 

May  18th,  Wednesday. 

Thirty-eighth  Journey. 
Time  encamped,  13h.  40ni. 
Temp.  +  26° 

3.  4.  o.f.d. ;  South-easterly. 
4h.  encamped. 
Time  travelled,  8h.  40in. 
Made  10  miles. 

May  19th,  Thursday. 

Thirty-ninth  Journey. 
Time  encamped,  16h.  45m, 
E.S.E, ;  5.  6.  o.cq.m. 
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Time  iiavflk'd,  9li.  Sflm. 
T)!).  lOm.  oicaniped. 
Made  15  miles. 


May  20th,  Friday. 

Fortieth  Journey. 
Time  encamped,  14h.  25m. 
S.E. ;  2.  b.c.  Calm. 
Temp.  +2G°. 
Time  travelled,  8h.  40m, 
4h.  1 5m.  encamped. 
Made  8  miles. 


May  21st,  Saturday. 

Forty-first  Journey. 
Time  encamped,  14h.  45m. 
S.W.  Wind  ;  5.  6.  o.f. 
Time  travelled,  8h.  30m. 
3h.  10m.  encamped. 
Made  9  miles. 


May  22d,  Sunday. 
S.W.;  4.  5.  Thick  Fog. 
Encamped. 

May  23d,  Monday. 
Forty-second  Journey. 
Timt  encamped,  40h. 
Calm,  b.c. 
Time  travelled,  9h. 


May  24th,  Tuesday. 
Forty-third  Journey. 
Time  encamped  5h.  30m. 
Calm,  b.c. 
Time  trr.A-elled,  6h. 
6h.  encamped. 
Made  18  miles. 


May  25th,  Wednesday. 
Time  at  work  at  the  depot,  4h. 
Time  encamped,  25h.  40nL 
Northward  ;  4.  5.  o.c. 
+  18°. 

4h.  10m.  encamped. 
Time  travelled,  8h.  30m. 
Made  15  miles. 

May  26th,  Thursday. 
Forty-fourth  Journey. 
Time  encamped,  l6h.  20m. 
Temp.  +29°. 
Wind,  N.W.  ;  5.  6.  7.  c.q. 
Travelled  5  miles. 
Time  employed  in  getting  pro- 
visions, 8h, 
.30m.  returned  to  tent. 

May  27th,  Friday. 
Time  encamped,  16h. 
N.W.;  7.  to  9.  o.q.  -f  20°. 
Encamped. 

May  28th,  Saturday. 
Forty-fifth  Journey. 
No.  hours  detained  by  bad 

weather,  ^4h. 
Northerly  ;  2.  b.c.  -I- 17°  +  30°. 

o.c.m.  +  30°. 
Time  travdied,  8h.  45m. 
5h.  encamped. 
Mydo  8  miles. 

May  29th,  Sunday. 
Forty-sixth  .Tourney. 
Timf  encamped,  15h.  10m. 
Temp.  +  20"  i-  22°. 
N.W.;  2.  o.m.f.s. 
I  li.  .'lOtn.  encatnpffl. 
No.  hourH  iTiivclled,  20m. 
Made  (i  milcH. 

flours  employed  at  depflt,  4b. 

May  30f,h,  Monday. 

Forly-Hfventh  ,Tonrnf;y. 
Time  c.neampi'd,  )71i.  40tti, 
'/'emp. 

N.W.;  3.  to  4.  O.f.H.fJ. 

Snow  driftinp^. 

4l).  40m.  encamped. 


21  days  provisioiiK  left  on  my  sledge,  I  consiciered  it,  best  to  put  back  and 
try  the  passage  east  of  8.W.  hi uff(  Deception  Island). 

7}i.  45m.  started,  having  erected  a  small  cairn  on  an  island  to  show  our 
position.    Sail  set  ;  strong  wind  from  S.E. 

12h.  30m.  lunched. 

5h.  10m.  encamped. 

7h.  35m.  started,  following  the  land  along  to  the  N.E. 
12h.  10m.  lunched;  having  passed  the  north  extreme  j)oint  of  this 
inlet,  we  come  in  sight  of  the  other  passage,  bearing  about  IS.E. 
4h.  15m.  encamped ;  provisions  nearly  out. 

7h.  started,  making  towards  the  small  outlet,  to  the  N.E.  ;  strong  wind 
from  the  S.W. ;  heavy  floe. 
1  Ih.  30m.  lunched. 

A  thick  fog  continued  during  the  rest  of  to-day's  march,  and  on  reach- 
ing the  land  at  3h.  30m.  encamped. 

The  weather  being  too  thick  to  proceed,  I  left  the  sledge  accompanied 
by  one  man,  to  endeavour  to  find  out  our  present  position.  We  followed 
the  land  along  to  the  N.E.  about  5  miles,  when  it  turned  abruptly  round  to 
the  north,  where  I  found  the  old  sledge  tracks,  but  the  fog  continued  so 
dense  that  I  could  not  distinguish  whether  we  were  to  the  eastward  or 
westward  of  the  depot.    Shot  two  ptarmigan  and  returned  to  our  tent. 

The  weather  having  cleared  up,  I  found  that  we  were  at  the  back  of  the 
Two  Sisters  hills,  and  about  16  miles  from  the  Deception  depot. 

7h.  30m.  started,  making  for  a  passage  between  South  Deception  Island 
and  the  Two  Sisters.    Floe  heavy. 

5h.  30m.  pitched  the  tent  to  give  the  men  a  rest ;  went  to  the  summit  of 
a  hill,  and  from  there  saw  a  passage  between  North  and  South  Deception 
Islands,  between  which  were  the  Sisters  and  another  island. 

llh.  having  left  in  a  hollow  cairn  all  our  unnecessary  articles  of  clothing, 
we  proceeded  for  the  depot.  Passed  Sandstone  Point,  where  I  saw  a  cairn 
erected  by  sledge  "Lady  Franklin." 

6h.  encamped  at  the  depot ;  found  that  bears  had  broken  into  it,  and 
consumed  all  the  fuel,  bacon,  and  destroyed  a  quantity  of  bread ;  the  gutta 
percha  cases  were  torn  up,  and  parts  of  them  to  be  found  300  yards  from 
the  spot. 

A.M.  After  breakfast  the  sledge's  crew  dug  up  the  remainder  of  the  depot ; 
took  our  proportion  of  provisions,  and  rebuilt  the  cairn. 

7h.  40m.  started,  strong  wind  from  the  northward.  Good  floe.  Sail  set. 
12h,  lunched. 

4h.  10m.  encamped  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  distant  from  Cape  Lady 
Franklin,  and  2  miles  from  the  depot. 

8h.  30m.,  left  the  tent  with  the  sledge  and  6  men  to  get  provisions  from 
the  depot.  Found  every  thing  in  a  state  of  security,  with  the  exception  of 
two  oars  broken,  and  a  part  of  a  case  of  sterine  destroyed.  This  had  been 
done  previous  to  the  arrival  of  the  sledge  "  Lady  Franklin,"  with  a  note  to 
that  effect  in  the  cylinder.  After  taking  the  necessary  provisions  we 
secured  the  depot  as  before,  and  at  4h.  30m.  returned  to  our  tent.  The 
wind  blew  strong  from  the  N.W.  all  day. 

Blowing  a  strong  gale  from  the  N.W.  aU  night,  with  heavy  snow  drift  ; 
remained  in  the  tent. 

A.M.,  weather  clearing  ;  went  on  shore  and  shot  a  deer. 

8h.  1.5m.  started  :  good  floe  ;  sail  set.  Making  for  a  passage  inside  the 
Deception  group. 

Ih.  lunched. 

5h.  encamped. 

8h.  10m.  started ;  wind  from  N.W. ;  floe  heavy.  Making  towards  a  point 
bearing  about  W.N.,  which  appears  to  be  the  southern  and  easternmost  point 
of  South  Deception  Islands. 

Ih.  .3()m.  encamped. 

Sent  the  sledge  crew  to  bury  a  dep6t,  which  will  make  good  the  provisions 
destroyed  at  the  Deception  dep6t  by  bears. 

8h.  10m.  started,  rounded  the  point,  going  about  W.N.W.  I  went  to 
the  summit  of  a  hill  and  erected  a  small  cairn  to  show  the  position  of  the 
depot.     W(;ath('r  very  thi(^k. 

I21i.  .30rn.  luiu^hcd;  weather  clearing ;  saw  the  Two  Sisters  hills. 

Ih.  40m.  encamped  2  miles  S.E.  of  the  Sisters. 
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Having  now  examined  the  southern  shore  of  the  Deception  Islands,  and  Made  s  miies. 
finding  the  floe  so  bad  that  it  was  with  much  difficulty  the  men  could  move  Time  travelled,  8h.  son. 
the  sledge,  I  determined  on  going  between  the  islands  and  following  our 
outward  route  towards  Cape  Fortune.  May  sist,  Tuesday. 

7h.  30m.  started,  and  proceeded  in  that  direction.  .  rorty-eighth  Journey. 

II  h.  30m.  lunched;  saw  a  bear,  which  B.  Young,  captain  of  the  sledge,  n™  h-weS^y  i  ^3^0.°™* 

wounded.  Temp.  +20°. 

■  1      _  J  4li.  5m.  encamped. 

4h.  5m.  encamped.  Time  travelled,  iih.  35in, 

Saw,  for  the  first  time,  a  flock  of  ducks,  going  to  the  N.  W. ;  also  obtained  Made  8  miles, 
water  from  a  small  lake. 

Found  on  this  part  of  the  island  numerous  pieces  of  an  interior  coal,  June  Ist,  Wednesday, 
which  appears  to  have  been  washed  down  the  ravines  from  the  surrounding      Forty-nintli  Journey, 

hills.    Several  deer  were  seen  here.  Time  encamped,  i.^h.  sm 

vv  iDQ  W u '  o.c.m. 

7h.  10.  started,  following  the  trend  of  the  land  to  the  westward.  Temp'.  +  26°. 

1  Ih.  30m.  lunched.  ^h.  35m.  encamped. 

,^.,„,,^„  Time  travelled,  9h.  25m. 

5h.  35m.  encamped.    Deposited  a  lour  day  depot  lor  our  return.  Made  9  miles. 

We  found  here  enough  coal  to  make  a  fire,  and  cooked  our  provisions 

^^^^  1        •        1         o  Txr  ITT     -I  1     T      -.      TTT      ,  1  •  1  J^^e  2d,  Thursday. 

8h.  started,  gomg  about  S.W.W.  along  the  land.    W  eather  very  thick.  riftieth  Journey. 

1 2h.  30m.  lunched ;  weather  cleared  up  towards  the  morning.    Cape  Time  encamped,  i4h.  25bi, 

Fortune  SWW  -1-W  S.;3.  o.cm.s. 

r  ortUIie,  O.  vv  .  vv  .  g  vv  .  encamped. 

4h.  25m.  encamped.  Time  travelled,  Sh.  SSm. 

8h.  25m.  started.    Thick  weather  with  snow  all  night.    Floe  heavy;  ^^de  si  miles, 
sail  set ;  wind  from  the  S.E. 

12h.  55m.  lunched.    Towards  the  morning  the  mist  cleared  off,  and  we        June  3d,  Friday, 
could  again  see  Cape  Fortune.  TimefX^el'iTfom. 

5h.  45m.  encamped.  Temp.  +26°. 

6h.  40.  started;  fine  clear  day  ;  wind  N.E.  making  for  Cape  Fortune;  ™'^^fncamptd?" 

sail  set.  Time  travelled,  9h.  20eu 

llh.  30m.  lunched.  Observed  a  travelling  party  south  ;  communicated 
with  them,  which  proved  to  be  Lieutenant  Osborn,  on  his  return  from 
Melville  Island,  searching  the  inlets  between  Capes  Fortune  and  Lady       J^J^e  4ti3,  Saturday. 

Franklin.  Timfencam^ef  ifiTs'^ 

He  had  left  Captain  Richards  on  the  north  shore  of  Melville  Island,  and  ke.  ;  3.  b.  c.  ' 
since  then,  met  with  Lieut.  Hamilton  (and  party)  of  "  Resolute."    She  had  Temp.  +26°. 
wintered  at  Bridport  Inlet,  Melville  Island,  and  found  documents  left  by  Time  travelled,  Sh,  20m. 
Captain  M'Clure  (Winter  Harbour),  stating  that  the  "Investigator"  was  Made s miles, 
ice-bound  on  the  North  Shore  of  Banks'  Land,  now  called  Baring  Island. 

3h.  encamped  with  sledge,  "  John  Barrow,"  Lieut.  Osborn  ;  took  the  June  5th,  Sunday, 
depot  of  provisions  from  my  sledge,  giving  me  the  despatches  from  "  Reso-  Fifty-third  Journey, 
lute  ;"  to  make  the  best  of  my  way  back  to  the  ship.  .^TcTt    o. c.  t  s. 

8h.  started.    Parted  company  with  the  sledge  "  John  Barrow,"  making  5h.  encamped, 
for  the  S.W.  bluflP.    Wind  from  S.W. ;  sail  set.  Sa^de'iTS'^  ' 

12h.  30m.,  lunched.    A  bear  disturbed  us  during  our  lunch  ;  shot  him, 
obtained  fat  for  fuel.    Thick  fog  came  on  towards  the  morning. 

5h.  encamped.  June  eth,  Monday. 

8h.  started  ;  weather  thick  ;  following  the  land  along  to  the  eastward ;  Time^iSSpe'J  S™'^' 
saw  some  deer.  n.;  4.  o.  m.  s. 

zn.  luiiuueu.  encamped. 
4h.  30m.  encamped.  Time  travelled,  8h.  30m- 

6h.  30m.  started,  going  along  the  land  towards  the  depot.    Thomas  Made  u  miles. 
Marshall  shot  a  deer.    Numerous  flocks  of  Brent  ffeese  were  feeding  on  a       ,  „ 

1  ••  11  n    ^  J'^ie  7th,  Tuesday. 

low  marsh  at  the  loot  01  the  mountains  ;  it  extended  over  a  space  ot  about       i-ifty-fifth  joumey. 
four  miles,  and  appeared  to  be  their  breeding  place.    This  was  close  to  Time  encamped,  uh. 
our  depot,  where  we  found  the  coals,  and  is  the  best  spot  for  game  of  every  ^  '_ 
description  I  have  yet  seen.    Shot  also  to-day  a  hare,  three  Brent  geese,  + 18°. 
and  some  ptarmigan.    Ih.  30m.,  arrived  at  the  depot,  took  our  provisions  g^.^fncii^'el* 

and  proceeded.  Time  travelled,  lOh.  30m. 

5h.  encamped.  Made  12  miles. 

7h.  30m.  started;  light  wind  from  S.W.  ;  sail  set.    Passed  the  S.E. 
point  of  North  Deception  Island.  Wednesday. 

19h    Innfhpfl  Fifty-sixth  Jomney, 

i.iU.  lUIlCUeU.  ^  Time  encamped,  14h.  30m. 

4h.  30m.  encamped  about  two  miles  east  of  the  Two  Sisters  (on  the  s.w. ;  2,  3.  b.  c.  m.  +25°. 
shore).    Sent  the  sledge  to  pick  up  the  things  left  on  that  island.  4h.^30m!^entaiaped. 
8h,  30m.  started,  going  along  the  land  towards  the  Deception  depot.      Time  travelled,  9h. 

to  .  r  r  Made  10  miles. 

JN  n  4 


b.  c.  m.  cabn. 
+  24° 
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June  Sih,  ']'l;iii'sday. 

Fifty-seventh  .Journey. 
Time  encamped  1  Gh. 
N.W.;  3.  o.  f.  s. 
Temp.  +  .32°. 
Ph.  encamped. 
Time  travelled,  <)h. 
Made  1  ()  miles. 

June  lOtli,  Friday. 

Fif'ty-eiirhth  .Tourney. 
Time  encamped,  14h. 
Wind,  N.N.K.;  2,  3.  o.  c. 
Temp.  +27°. 
4h.  30m.  encamped. 
Made  11  miles. 
Time  travelled,  9li. 


June  nth,  Saturday. 

Fifty-ninth  .lourney. 
Time  encamped,  14h.  :M)m. 
"N.W.;  3.  o  c. 
Temp.  +28°. 
4h.  30m.  encamped. 
Time  travelled,  O'/.i. 
Made  13  miles. 


June  1 2th,  Sunday. 

Sixtieth  Journey. 
Time  encamped,  14h.  30m. 
Calm  ;  b.  c. 
Temp.  +  3!)°. 
4h.  30m.  encamped. 
Time  travelled,  9h.  30m. 
Made  1 1  miles. 

Arrived  on  board  •with  two 

men  4h.  30m.  v.M. 
Party  reached  Spit  Island  in 

safety  luh.  p.m.  of  the  14th. 


111.  lunched,  passed  the  depot;  weutiic^r  tliick,  with  snow. 
511.  .')()in.  encamped. 

7h.  'M)m.  started  ;  the  wind  being  favourable  and  floe  good,  we  strucK 
across  IVoin  this  point  for  the  ship,  leaving  (Jape  Lady  Franklin  about  seven 
miles  S.W.  of  us. 

Passed  over  two  miles  of  hummocks  ;  during  the  rest  of  the  day  we 
had  a  good  floe  ;  weather  overcast.  Land  to  lie  seen  distinctly  aliead, 
also  high  land  N.N.W.  (true).     12h.  lunched. 

4h.  ;iOin.  encamped.  Cairn  on  Mount  Britannia,  N.  29  E.  I  could 
also  see  the  two  cairns  on  >'Spit  Island. 

7h.  started  ;  good  floe  ;  making  for  Spit  Island  ;  weather  rather  thick. 

12h.  lunched.    4h.  30m.  encamped. 

7h.  started,  making  for  Spit  Island. 

12h.  lunched;  going  through  heavy  hummocks. 

3h.  having  got  within  four  miles  of  the  N.E.  end  of  the  island,  we  came 
to  a  lead  of  water,  extending  nearly  up  to  Pioneer  Island,  and  to  the  S.W. 
as  far  as  could  be  seen  from  the  floe. 

4h.  30m.  encamped  at  the  edge  of  the  floe.  Fitted  the  square  boat  for 
crossing  the  lead,  but  after  trying  her  in  the  Avater,  I  found  that  she  had, 
with  so  little  weight  as  three  men  in  her,  an  inclination  to  turn  inside  out. 

I  therefore  hauled  her  on  the  ice,  and  with  two  men  proceeded  to  the 
ship  by  going  about  15  miles  round,  near  Pioneer  Island.  The  ice  Avas 
very  hummocky  and  rotten,  and  we  frequently  went  through,  but  succeeded 
at  4h.  30m.  p.m.  in  reaching  the  ships. 

A  shooting  party  who  were  about  to  leave  for  Spit  Island  volunteered  to 
go  round  the  south  side  and  bring  the  party  in.  But  on  their  arrival  there, 
finding  the  ice  closely  packed  against  the  western  shore,  they  were  not  able 
to  reach  our  tent  by  water. 

A  party  therefore  left  the  ship  with  a  light  boat,  which  was  launched 
across  the  ice  between  Spit  Island  and  Mount  Beaufort,  and  conveyed  the 
men  and  gear  in  safety  to  Spit  Island,  and  from  thence,  by  boat,  to  the 
ships. 

Number  of  days  out  -  -  33 

Number  of  days  home  -  -        -  29 

Total  number  of  hours  travelled    -  -  517*  40 

„  „      encamped  for  rest    -  908"  35 

„ 'J^  |detamed  by  weather  51'  50 

^  building  cairns,  making  depots  49 


Estimated  distance  travelled 
Mean  rate  of  travelling  daily 


600  miles 
10  „ 


Pioneer  Island. 


{continued.') 


Mount  Britannia. 


Spit  Islaud. 


-Tohn  BarroiiT  Island. 


Enclosure  No.  24.  of  Sir  Edward  Belchers  Letter. 

IVIr.  Sliollal).  Ill's       JouiiNAL  of  the  PiiocKKDiNos  of  Mr.  W.  B.  SnELLAUKAU,  Sccoud  Master, 
.Journal.  I  I. M.S.  "  North  star,"  in  charge  of  a  Boat  Party  to  place  Depots  on  the 

-  J'lastern  Shore  of  Wellington  Channel,  &c. 

Wcjinesdmi,  Septemhcr  8///.— 4h.  30m.  p.m.    left  the  ship  with  seven 
days'  provisions,  under  sail,  running  round  the  north  end   of  Bcechey 
Wind, E.N.JC.;3. c.  Island.    5li.  ;5()]n.  observed  Dr.  M'Cormick  and  party  at  Cape  Spencer; 

landed  and  communicated  with  him  ;  found  his  party  all  well.    5h.  40m., 
mad(;  sail  and  proceeded  onwards.    Gh.  lOm.  rounded  Cape  Tnnis,  wnid 
'  iiglit  uud  variable.    Gh.  30m.  a  breeze  sprung  up  from  the  N.N.W.,  which 
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gradually  freshened,  and  a  short  sea  running,  found  we  could  not  make  any 
way  against  it,  so  bore  up,  and  ran  about  a  mile  to  leeward  for  a  low  beach, 
about  3  or  4  miles  north  of  Cape  Innes  ;  hauled  the  boat  up  and  encamped. 
During  the  night  it  continued  to  blow  hard  from  the  northward. 

Thursday,  September  ^th. — 6h.  a.m.,  had  breakfasted  ;  got  everything 
ready  for  a  start  in  the  event  of  a  change  in  the  weather  \  continuing  to 
blow  hard  from  the  northward.  "Were  prevented  from  tracking  to  windward 
by  the  shallowness  of  the  water  ;  the  surf  was  breaking  to  the  northward  of 
us  to  about  50  yards  from  the  shore,  and  in  some  places  to  a  much  greater 
distance. 

Detained  during  the  day,  as  I  found  from  experience  that  nothing  could 
be  done  pulhng  against  such  a  breeze  and  nasty  short  sea.  4h.p.M.,  towards 
low  water  there  was  a  heavy  surf  on  the  beach.  A  fox  was  seen  here.  To- 
wards evening  there  was  rather  less  wind,  but  the  surf  continued.  During 
the  night  the  wind  died  away,  but  freshened  up  again  in  the  morning. 

Friday,  September  lOth. — 6h.  a.m.,  had  breakfast :  stowed  boat,  launched 
her,  and  started,  pulling  for  Cape  Bowden,  keeping  in  with  the  land  ;  a 
short  cross  sea  running  occasionally,  shipping  a  little  water,  which  imme- 
diately froze.  1  Ih.  a.m.,  rowed  bottom  at  about  three  miles  from  the  land  ; 
kept  more  out  to  sea ;  at  the  distance  of  four  miles  from  the  land,  we  could 
see  the  bottom  distincly,  there  not  being  more  than  two  fathoms  water,  and 
the  surf  breaking  heavily  in  shore  of  us. 

Noon, — Rounded  the  shoal,  and  pulled  in  for  the  land.  Ih.  p.m.,  landed  in 
a  small  bay,  melted  snow,  and  had  dinner.  Ih.  30m.  p.m.,  launched  the  boat, 
pulling  round  in  shore  for  Cape  Bowden.  The  sea  here  became  heavier,  and 
we  were  obliged  to  keep  her  stem  on  to  it.  7h.,  pulled  in  for  a  small  bay 
about  two  miles  from  extreme  of  Cape  Bowden.  Encamped  ;  but  the 
beach  was  so  steep  that  we  could  not  haul  the  boat  up  beyond  the  high- 
water  mark,  and  were  obliged  to  tend  her  as  the  tide  rose,  until  high  water, 
about  eleven  o'clock,  when  the  tide  falling,  left  her  in  a  place  of  safety.  ; 
surf  still  breaking  heavily  on  Cape  Bowden. 

Saturday,  September  \\th. — During  the  night  the  seahad  gone  down,  and 
the  water  was  covered  with  young  ice.  6h.,  stowed  boat,  and  endeavoured 
to  pull  out  of  the  bay ;  found  the  young  ice  so  thick  as  to  render  that  im- 
practicable. Poled  the  boat  in  shore  again,  and  commenced  tracking  round 
towards  the  point  ;  after  three  hours'  tracking  we  had  gone  bout  two  hun- 
dred yards.  Feeling  the  impossibility  of  going  on  under  the  circumstances, 
I  landed,  and  walking  up  to  the  highest  ridge,  had  a  good  view  of  the 
water  to  t'le  northward  and  westward,  and  as  far  as  1  could  see,  it  was 
covered  with  young  ice,  not  sufficiently  thick,  two  miles  off  the  land,  to 
impede  a  boat  ;  but  in  shore,  it  was  all  pressed  up,  and  looked  quite  white. 
I  therefore  determined  to  land  the  depot  where  I  was,  and  proceed  without 
delay  to  the  ship,  feeling  sure  that  another  night's  calm  would  render  it  ne- 
cessary for  me  to  leave  the  boat.  I  then  picked  out  a  suitable  spot,  and 
set  the  party  to  dig  a  hole ;  seeing  some  ptarmigan  a  little  distance  off,  I 
went  after  them  and  shot  four.  The  ground  was  very  hard,  and  we  could 
not  get  down  very  deep,  but  by  2h.  p.m.,  I  thought  it  sufficiently  deep  for 
our  purpose  ;  placed  the  depots  in  it,  and  raised  a  large  heap  of  gravel  and 
stones  over  it,  with  a  bamboo  placed  upright  in  the  centre,  and  a  preserved 
meat  tin  lashed  to  the  top  of  it. 
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4]i.  I'.vi.,  liiHi  (liiiiKT,  Jiiul  |)ioc(u;(lc(l  tracking-  i-oimd  lo  the  |)oiiit  to  get 
clear  oi'  the  youiij^'  ice  that  was  piieked  up  in  .shore.  5h.  left  the  point, 
pulling'  through  the  youug  ice.  After  getting  a  mile  from  the  land,  the 
young  ice  was  thinner,  and  we  made  inucli  })etter  way.  Pulling  f<;r  Cape 
Innis,  keeping  olf  the  haul,  founrl  the  you.ng  ice  was  making  very  fant. 
6h.  a  bieeze  sprang  up  from  the  southward,  'i'he  young  ice  oft'  the  shoal 
was  so  thick,  that  we  could  not  force  the  blades  of  the  oars  through  it,  and 
had  to  alter  our  course  co)isIderably  to  keejj  clear  of  it;  it,  however,  became 
narrower  near  Loved  i\)\nt,  and  we  succeeded  in  getting  the  boat  in  shore, 
and  landed  on  the  low  island  at  9h.  Encamped,  and  hauled  the  boat 

up.  During  the  nig;lit  the  wind  fi-eshened,  and  Sunday  12th  we  were  again 
delayed  by  the  wind,  which  continued  blowing  hard  all  day  ;  died  avvay  by 
the  morning  of  the  13th,  Monday  /h.  a.m.,  when  we  stowed  boat  and  pro- 
ceeded onwards  for  Cape  Innis,  ])u11ing.  111.  p.m.  landed  a  little  to  the 
northward  of  Point  Innis,  had  dinner.  Ih.  30m.  proceeded  onwards  round 
the  cape,  and  passing  to  the  northward  of  Beechey  Island,  6h.,  arrived 
alongside. 


Enclosure  No.  25.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  W.  J.  P.  Pullkn  to  Mr.  Shellabear,  Second    Master  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star." 

By  W.  J.  P.  Pidlen,  Esquire,  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
■ "  North  Star." 

Sir, 

It  is  my  direction  that  you  proceed  with  the  whale  boat,  crew  of  five  men, 
and  a  week's  provisions,  to  Point  Hogarth,  keeping  the  Eastern  shores  on 
board,  and  a  good  look  out  for  anything  passing.  I  charge  you  with 
despatches  from  England  for  Sir  E.  Belcher ;  therefore  use  all  speed  con- 
sistent with  safety  to  yourself  and  crew  to  reach  that  point,  as  it  is  Sir 
Edward's  principal  rendezvous  ;  and  you  were  with  me  last  July  when  we 
parted  from  them.  Circumstances  will  guide  you,  and  what  you  ma.y  find 
at  Point  Hogarth,  how  to  proceed  ;  how^ever,  I  trust  you  will  meet  him  long 
before  you  get  there. 

The  men  of  the  lafe  Lieutenant  Bellot's  party  report  that  at  or  near  Cape 
Grinnell  is  the  place  where  they  were  driven  off,  and  where  the  remains  of 
provisions,  &c.  are.  You  will,  therefore,  if  you  reach  that  far,  and  it  Avill 
not  cause  serious  delay,  take  them  into  the  boat. 

You  are  perfectly  aware  of  all  the  caches  and  their  contents  in  the  Wel- 
lington Channel,  therefore  you  v, ill  not  be  short  of  provisions;  and  by  the 
3d  of  September,  at  the  latest,  I  shall  expect  your  return,  should  you  not 
meet  the  "  Assistance  ;"  therefore  take  every  advantage  of  pushing  on. 
Wishing  you  God's  speed  and  a  safe  return, 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 


this  26th  August  1853. 


(Signed)        W  J.  P.  Pullen, 

Commander. 


The  day  having  passed  which  Sir  Edward  Belcher  had  named  to  be  here 
or  communicate  with  this  ship  Irom  the  Wellington  Channel  : 

It  is  therefore  my  direction  that  you  proceed  in  a  whale  boat  on  another 
attempt  to  communicate  with  him,  carrying  out,  as  far  as  it  is  possible,  the 
(n'dei's  on  the  other  side  hereof.  From  the  j)lace  in  which  we  left  him  with 
his  ships  on  the  27th  July,  and  there  having  been  so  much  open  water  in 
the  Wellington  (Channel  since,  I  consider  he  cannot  be  far  off,  unless  some 
serious  accident  has  hapjiened.  You  ^vill,  therefore,  use  your  hest  discretion 
in  carrying  my  orders  of  the  26th  ultimo  into  effect,  only  bearing  in  mind 
that  Ihe  season  is  far  advanced. 

(liven  under  my  hand  on  board  (lie  "  North  Star,"  Beechev  I.sland, 
2d  Sei)tcml)er  iHru). 

(Signed)        W.      P.  Pi-LLKN, 

( 'Onnnandei'. 
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Mr.  W.  B.  Shellabear,  Second  Master,  to   Commander    Pullen,  Her  Shellabear's 

Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star."  Joma^l 

Fei-  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,"  Erebus  Bay, 
Sir,  "Scptciiiber  12th,  1853. 

Enclosed  is  a  copy  of  the  Journal  of  niy  proceedings,  in  the  endeavour 
to  carry  out  your  orders  of  the  2d  ultimo.  The  strait  being  so  fidl  of  ice,  and 
my  progress  for  four  days  so  slow,  I  did  not  consider  I  should  have  been 
justified  in  delajang  my  return,  especially  as  irom  the  state  of  the  weather 
latterly  I  had  reason  to  believe  tliat  the  season  for  boating  had  passed. 
On  the  fourth  day  I  endeavoured  to  reach  the  provisions,  &c.,  left  near 
Cape  Grinnel ;  fortunately  I  was  not  able  to  do  so  ;  had  I  been  able,  it 
would  only  have  been  to  leave  the  boat  with  them. 

A  look  out  was  kept  for  the  ships  passing  down  whenever  the  weather 
was  clear,  but  as  we  had  only  two  clear  days  while  away,  it  was  very  pos- 
sible they  might  have  passed  us  without  our  seeing  them, 

1  have,  &c. 

(Signed)        W.  B.  Shellabeah,  Second  Master. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  a  Boat  Party  along  the  Eastern  Shores  of 
the  Wellington  Channel,  on  an  attempt  to  communicate  with  Sir  Edward 
Belcher,  C.B.,  under  command  of  Mr.  W.B.  Shellabear,  Second  Master. 

Friday,  September  2d. — 10  a.m.  left  the  ship,  equipped  with  a  whale 
boat,  five  men,  and  a  week's  provisions.  A  party  assisted  to  drag  the 
boat  over  the  neck  of  ice  that  separated  us  from  the  v/ater  to  the 
southward  of  the  island.  Aftei  stovvingthe  boat,  Commander  read  prayers, 
and  we  shoved  off.  There  was  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  N.W.,  and  after 
rounding  the  S.W.  Cape  of  Beechey  Island,  a  strong  current  setting  right 
down  the  Channel,  so  that  our  progress  was  slow.  The  breeze  gradually 
died  away,  and  at  3  p.m.  we  were  abreast  of  the  low  point  off'  Cape  Spencer. 
Here  we  landed  and  lunched.  There  was  a  quantity  of  loose  ice  in  the 
channel,  Avhich  was  driving  very  fast  to  the  southward,  about  2Jj  miles  an 
hour.  After  rounding  Point  Innis,  I  was  obliged  to  keep  close  in  shore  to 
keep  clear  of  the  ice,  which  became  thicker  and  heavier.  At  about  two 
miles  from  the  low  point  in  the  centre  of  the  bay,  I  picked  up  a  piece  of 
wood,  which  the  men  recognized  as  part  of  a  bucJ^et  rack  which  had 
belonged  to  the  "  Breadalbane."  Continued  pulling  in  shore  round  the  bay 
until  about  8  p.m.,  when  we  landed  and  encamped  on  the  low  point,  and 
hauled  the  boat  up.  It  was  now  foggy,  and  being  on  low  ground,  I  could 
not  see  far  ;  but  to  seaward  there  was  a  heavy  pack  driving  to  the  south- 
w^ard.    Calm  0.  f.  s. 

Saturday.,  '^d. — Wind  N.N.W.  ;  2.  c.  m.  The  ice  to  seaward  looked 
heavier  than  last  evening,  but  fortunately  owing  to  the  shoalness  of  the 
water,  it  did  not  come  close  in  shore.  The  pack  was  driving  to  the  south- 
ward about  two  miles  an  hour.  By  keeping  along  the  land  and  inside  the 
grounded  ice,  we  managed  to  get  along  as  far  as  Point  Stuart,  but  there, 
were  effectually  stopped  a  little  after  noon  by  the  ice,  which  pressed  heavily 
along  the  north  side  of  the  point.  Leaving  the  boat  in  a  safe  place,  I 
walked  back  on  the  high  land  to  get  a  view  to  the  northward.  In  the  bay, 
between  us  and  Cape  Bowden,  there  was  a  little  open  ^vatel■.  To  seaward 
as  far  as  I  could  see,  a  heavy  pack  extended,  with  a  lane  of  water  here  and 
there,  the  whole  driving  to  the  fjouthward.  There  had  l)een  a  pressure  on 
Point  Stuart,  the  pressed  up  ice  being  in  some  places  40  feet  high,  and 
most  of  it  had  been  thrown  up  this  year.  As  there  appeared  no  chance  of 
getting  on  for  the  present,  I  returned  to  the  boat,  and  pulled  back  for  a 
short  distance,  and  hauled  her  up.  Late  in  the  evening,  I  could  see  from 
the  high  land  a  large  space  of  open  Avater  to  the  northward. 

Sunday  Ath. — ^There  was  a  space  of  open  water  to  the  northward  this  wind,  light  and  variable 
morning,  but  it  was  noon  before  the  ice  round  the  point  was  slack  enough  i-i^.  «'-ni. 
to  enable  us  to  work  the  boat  through  it,  ^vhicli  ^\e  did  with  much 
difficulty,  as  the  ice  was  heavy  and  driving  fast  to  the  southward.  After 
clearing  the  point,  there  was  open  water  as  far  N.  as  Cape  Bowden,  and  as 
far  as  we  could  see  to  the  westward. 

O  o  2 
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About  a  mile  tx)  the  southward  of  Cape  IJowderi,  I  saw  something  Htick- 
ing  out  of  a  huiumocky  piece  of  ice,  wliicli  turned  out  to  be  part  of  the 
stern  post  of  a  boat,  with  a  copper  gudgeon  on  it,  so  firmly  inibedfied  in  the 
ice,  that  we  had  to  clear  it  with  the  piekuxe.  The  irien  immediately  said 
it  was  part  of  one  of  the  "  I'readal bane's,"  from  its  being  built  of  teak,  and 
painted  white  inside ;  and  as  there  was  no  government  mark  on  any  part  of 
it,  I  saw  no  reason  to  doubt  that  they  were  right,  though  J  could  not 
account  for  its  being  so  far  nortli  after  the  succession  of  north-westerly 
winds  we  have  lately  had.  On  reaching  Cape  Bowden,  I  landed  and 
walked  up  the  liigh  part  of  the  ridge.  There  was  water  in  the  bay  to  the 
northward,  but  the  ice  ground  heavily  on  the  point  as  it  drove  south.  After 
lunch  the  neck  appeared  narrower,  the  ice  being  chiefly  kept  off  by  a  heavy 
but  smooth  floe.  Intending  to  launch  the  boat  over  this,  I  pulled  round 
to  it,  but  found  the  pressure  so  heavy,  and  the  neck  getting  broader  every 
minute,  that  I  again  pulled  back  to  wait  for  a  better  opportunity.  I  walked 
up  to  the  ridge  immediately  on  landing,  and  there  saw  that  the  floe  piece 
over  which  I  had  intended  to  launch  the  boat,  was  broken  up,  and  the  pack 
close  in  shore  grinding  right  in  on  the  point.  A  light  breeze  springing 
up  from  the  westward  soon  after  drove  the  pack  close  in  shore,  barring  at 
once  our  advance  and  retreat.  The  ice  in  shore  then  remained  stationary, 
but  out  in  the  channel  it  continued  to  drive  to  the  southward.  Encamped, 
and  visited  the  depot.  I  found  the  rum  tin  I  had  left  there  in  the  spring, 
lying  outside  the  cairn  empty,  with  the  cork  out  and  lock  gone,  and  there 
was  a  hole  in  it  near  the  neck,  that  appeared  to  have  been  made  with  the 
corner  of  a  shovel.  In  the  bread  case,  that  was  open,  there  was  a  quantity 
of  damaged  bread,  but  as  the  bad  and  good  were  frozen  togethei',  I  did  not 
attempt  to  separate  them.  The  other  bread  case  appeared  tight,  and  the 
two  cases  of  pemmican  had  not  been  touched.  One  tin  of  soup  had  burst ; 
this  I  used  in  lieu  of  part  of  a  tin  of  our  preserved  meat  which  was  bad, 

Mondm/  5th. — The  ice  remained  close  in  to  the  point  until  the  afternoon, 
when  it  began  to  ease  off.  After  much  difficulty  in  getting  the  boat  over 
the  grounded  ice,  we  rounded  the  point  and  pulled  to  the  northward 
through  loose  ice,  occasionally  launching  the  boat  over  neck. 

On  reachmg  the  small  cape  to  the  northward  of  Cape  Bowden,  I  landed, 
and  found  Griffin  Bay  quite  full  of  heavy  ice.  There  appeared  no  chance 
of  its  clearing  for  some  time,  and  as  this  was  the  fourth  day  from  the  ship, 
and  we  had  made  so  little  progress,  our  position  looking  no  better,  I  pulled 
back  to  Cape  Bowden,  with  the  intention  if  it  cleared  off  into  the  northward 
to  pull  over  to  Cape  Grinnell  the  next  day,  and  bring  the  things  left  there 
by  the  late  Lieutenant  Bellot's  party,  and  if  it  cleared  to  the  southward,  of 
pulling  back  to  the  ship.  On  our  arrival  at  Cape  Bowden,  encamped,  and 
as  the  night  was  clear  and  the  ice  loose  to  the  westward,  kept  a  look  out 
during  the  night  for  the  "  /issistance." 

Tuesday,  6th. — The  weather  this  morning  was  again  hazy,  Avith  a  little 
snow.  The  ice  during  the  night  had  become  closely  packed  in  shore,  leaving 
us  no  alternative  but  to  remain  where  we  were.  The  ice  in  the  bay  remained 
stationary  all  day,  and  that  in  the  stream  moved  very  slowly  to  the  south- 
ward. I  resolved,  if  there  was  no  prospect  of  a  move  to-morrow,  to  haul 
the  boat  up  and  walk  back  to  the  ship.  Towards  evening  it  began  to 
snow  rather  heavily. 

Wednesday,  7^h.~- Dur'mg  the  night  it  blew  a  gale,  with  very  heavy 
squalls  aiid  snow.  The  hill  sheltered  us  a  little,  but  we  were  obliged  to 
back  tlie  tent  ropes  with  bags  of  shingle.  This  morning  the  ice  in  the 
channel  was  driving  to  the  southward,  three  or  four  miles  an  hour,  leaving 
a,  large  pool  ol'  water  to  the  northward.  I  thci'efoix?  remaini  d  here,  thinking 
the  strait  would  be  suiliciently  clear  to  enable  mo  to  get  the  boat  down  by 
to-morrow  morning,    ft  continued  to  blow  hard  and  snow  all  day. 

'/'harsday,  H/7/,.— -This  morning  the  breeze  continued,  but  the  squalls 
were  not  so  heavy  ;  and  as  there  appeared  to  be  no  chance  of  the  ice  clearing 
.away,  I  hauled  the  boat  up,  and  prepared  to  walk  back  to  the  ship.  Before 
starting,  1  walked  up  on  the  high  land  to  see  if  there  was  any  probabilty  of 
the  ice  clearing  off.  There  was  a  large  pool  of  water  to  the  south-west  of 
u».  which  appeared  to  extend  to  the  southward,  to  within  three  or  four 


(    293  ) 


miles  of  Point  Innis,  but  it  ended  there  at  a  distance  of  five  or  six  miles 
from  the  land,  Avhere  the  ice  appeared  to  liave  been  brought  up.  There 
was  a  heavy  pack  driving  down  from  the  northward. 

After  placing  all  the  stores  (an  account  of  which  is  annexed)  in  the  boat, 
we  left  for  the  ship,  each  carrying  his  blanket  bag,  spare  clothes,  and  some 
bacon  and  biscuit,  trusting  to  the  streams  on  our  route  for  water.  For- 
tunately we  had  the  wind  at  our  backs,  and  were  therefore  not  much  in- 
convenienced by  the  heavy  squalls  of  snow.  All  the  shallow  streams  were 
frozen  through,  but  we  found  some  water  in  the  deep  pools  inside  the  low 
point,  and  stopped  a  few  minutes  to  lunch.  The  fresh  water  ice  was  about 
six  inches  thick. 

When  we  arrived  at  the  back  of  the  hill  of  Point  Ennis,  one  of  the  men 
(Hawkins)  began  to  show  symptoms  of  fatigue,  and  was  finally  obliged  to 
take  off  his  pack,  which  was,  however,  carried  for  him  as  far  as  the  hill  of 
Spencer  ridge,  and  there  left  by  the  side  of  the  ravine. 

I  had  been  very  anxious  to  get  a  sight  of  the  ship,  as,  from  the  heavy 
gale  we  had  had  from  the  north-west,  I  was  afraid  she  might  be  driven  out 
by  the  ice,  and  was  therefore  much  pleased  when  we  could  see  her  from 
the  top  of  the  hill,  lying  in  nearly  the  same  position  we  had  left  her.  Soon 
after  this  it  became  dark,  and  the  remainder  of  our  journey  was  very  weari- 
some. When  we  arrived  at  the  foot  of  the  hill,  in  order  to  hasten  our 
arrival  on  board,  we  left  our  packs  behind,  making  a  heap  of  them  in  a 
conspicuous  place.  We  arrived  on  the  beach  about  midnight,  and  then,  to 
our  great  annoyance,  could  find  no  place  where  we  could  get  on  the  floe. 
After  firing  my  gTin,  and  hailing  several  times,  in  hopes  they  might  hear 
us  from  the  ship,  and  send  a  boat,  we  were  obliged  to  reconcile  ourselves 
to  our  lot,  and  wait  till  daylight.  We  sat  down  in  the  most  sheltered  place 
we  could  find,  but  it  was  too  cold  to  remain  in  that  position  long,  and  we 
had  to  spend  the  two  hours  walking  up  and  down.  As  soon  as  day  broke, 
we  walked  more  towards  the  island,  a.nd  then  were  fortunate  enousrh  to  find 
a  place  to  pass  over.  One  of  the  men  (Hodge),  on  getting  up,  was  so 
stiff  that  he  could  not  walk,  and  I  was  obliged  to  send  Seymour  back  to 
endeavour  to  bring  him  along  after  us,  and  hasten  to  the  ship  for  assistance. 

We  arrived  on  board  safely  at  a  little  before  three,  when  three  men  and 
a  boat  were  immediately  sent  after  the  two  men,  but  it  was  five  before  they 
arrived  on  board ;  Hodge  in  a  very  exhausted  state. 

A  List  of  Stores,  &c.  left  at  Cape  Bowden. 

No. 

Boat  stove  Tin  (complete)  -  1 

Shovel       _       _  .  .  1 

Pickaxe      -       -  -  -  1 

Hammer    -       -  -  -  i 

Spirit  Tins,  2  gals.  -  -  2 

Bags  (Seaman's)  -  -  3 

Hand  Lead        -  -  -  1 

„         Line  -  -  1 

Waterproof  Blankets  -  -  2 

Small  Axe         -  -  -  1 

Lever  Knife       -  -  1 
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.  No. 

Whale  boat 

1 

Oars  -       -       -  - 

6 

Crutches  (iron)  - 

7 

Boat  hook 

1 

„       staff"  - 

1 

Mast 

\ 

Yard 

1 

Traveller 

1 

Sail           _       -  - 

1 

Tent  - 

1 

Pikes 

4 

Tent  Bottom 

1 

Enclosure  No.  26.  of  Capt.  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Lieutenant  Cheynb  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 


Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assi.-  tance,"  frozen  in  near  Cape  Osborne. 
Sir,  Friday,  September  23cl,  1853. 

I  beg,  according  to  your  instructions,  to  forward  the  following  report  of  Lieiite^an\"(fhevne 

my  proceedings  from  the  i  9th  to  the  22d  instant.  '    ' 

On  the  19th,  at  4h.  p.m.,  having  received  yom  orders,  I  left  the  ship  with  a  Monday,  19th. 
party  of  six  men  and  a  runner  sledge,  carrying  forty-nine  rations,  or  :-even 
days'  provisions  for  seven  men.     At  y^h.  we  arrived  at  the  base  of  Cape 
Osborne,  and  I  returned  with  three  men  to  the  hill  in  sight  of  the  ship  for 
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Proceedings  of 
Lioutenani  ClK^yno. 


Tuefttfay,  20th. 


Wednesday,  21st 


Thursday,  22d. 


tlic  purpose  of  building-  a  cuiri),  hut.  us  it  was  8  o'clock  before  we  arrived 
there,  we  onl  y  bad  time  to  mark  the  spot  by  a  few  stones,  as  it  was  getting 
dark,  so  we  returned  to  the  tent ;  I  issued  tea  to  the  purty.  We  none  of 
lis  slept  that  night  owing  to  the  cold,  having  no  blanket  covering  with  m 
and  no  supper  before  turning  in,  the  party  having  been  victualled  on  board 
for  the  night. 

At  8h.  30m.  A.w.  moved  the  tent  on  Jihont  200  yards  and  repitched, 
accoi'ding  to  niy  orders  of  not  losing  sight  of  Mr.  Allard's  Citation  for  the 
day.  As  there  was  no  floe  outside  of  us  to  walk  out  upon,  I  took  two  men 
and  walked  about  four  miles  down  the  coast,  going  up  to  the  summit 
of  a  liigh  cape,  from  where  T  could  see  down  to  Cape  Grinnell ;  Lieutenant 
Osborne  was  not  in  sight,  so  we  returned  to  the  tent,  where  we  found  Mr. 
AUard  waiting  for  our  return.  In  the  afternoon  Mr.  Allard  returned  to  the 
ship,  1  shot  nothing,  and  only  saw  one  flock  of  ptarmigan  Hying  to  the 
southward.  Built  a  large  cairn  on  this  point.  'J'lie  water  outside  of  us  is 
covered  with  bay  ice,  and  ail  moving  in  a  body  to  the  southward,  but 
beyond  Cape  Osborne  there  is  a  close  block  for  about  four  miles  further 
down,  at  which  place  the  open  water  connncnces,  running  to  the  southward 
as  far  as  I  could  see. 

At  9h.  30m,  A.M,  we  started,  waiting  until  this  time  for  the  purpose  of 
seeing  the  hill  party  ;  directly  the}'  rose  the  hill  and  I  saw  no  signal,  we 
proceeded.  We  lunched  at  noon  at  a  low  point  at  the  north  extreme  of  a 
small  harbour,  where  I  built  a  cairn  and  left  a  record.  This  harbour 
appears  shoal,  and  is  open  to  the  pack  from  the  south-west,  yet  I  think  a 
ship  might  find  a  safe  corner  in  it  m  case  of  need.  At  5h.  p.m.  I  met 
Lieutenant  Osborne  and  party  returning,  bringing  a  mail  from  England, 
Sec,  &c.  We  pitched  together  at  a  point  where  the  unfortunate  French 
officer  met  his  death.  At  8h.  p.m.  I  fired  a  marroon  and  rocket,  according 
to  orders. 

At  7h.  30m.  A.M.  we  started  in  concert,  I  having  divided  weights  with 
"  Commander"  Osborne  (his  promotion  I  heard  of  last  night ).  At  Ih.  p.m. 
we  sighted  the  look-out  party,  when  I  immediately  made  the  concerted 
signal.  At  Ih.  30m.  Mr.  Herbert  joined  us,  and  v.'e  proceeded  on  return 
together.  At  5h.  45m.  p.m.  we  arrived  alongside  with  the  sledges,  after  a 
long  day's  journey.  Since  being  away  I  have  seen  nothing  but  two  flocks 
of  ptarmigan  flying  to  the  southward ;  we  saw  numerous  tracks  of  v.-olves 
and  hares,  but  saw  none. 

Hoping  that  this  small  service  has  met  with  your  approbation, 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)       John.  P.  Cheyne,  Lieutenant. 

The  travelling  is  bad  and  good  alternately,  but  quite  safe  for  light 
sledges. 


,  Enclosure  No.  27.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Sir  Edward  Belcher  C.B.,  to  Mr.  Blair  Grove,  Mate,  H.M.S.  "Assistance," 

By  Sir  E.  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B  ,  Captain  of  H.M.S,  "  Assistance,"  and  in 
command  of  the  Arctic  Squadron, 

\.  Having  selected  you  to  accompany  Lieutenant  Cheyne  to  Ijcechey 
Island,  and  to  take  the  command  of  the  sledge  on  its  return  : 

2.  You  will  convey  back  from  thence  any  packages  which  you  think 
will  not  unnecessarily  distress  yoiu'  men  ;  also  the  moderate  luggage  of 
Ml'.  I'oms,  assistant  surgeon  of  this  ship. 

3.  In  ))ursuance  of  my  general  orders,  that  no  officer  is  to  interfere 
with  the  command  oi-  arrangements  of  any  sledge,  you  will  of  course  be 
entirely  responsihk;  for  the  due  execution  of  the  service  entrusted  to  you, 
and  will  retuiii  to  the  ship  with  all  despatch,  bringing  any  letters  which 
Commander  J-ullen,  if  present,  may  detain  you  for. 

4.  If  you  should  meet  him,  you  will  show  him  these  orders,  and  take  his 
diix'ctions  as  to  any  delay  a,t  the  "  Noi-th  Star  ;"  but  on  no  account  are  you 
to  delay  at  this  late  period  ol"  the  season. 

5.  Trusting  to  the  experience  I  have  already  had  during  your  journies 
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under  mv  own  eve,  I  feel  that  I  need  say  no  more  than  God  speed  you,        Proceeduigs  of 
T      ,                  •]              ■^^      4        •  i     4.  r        ^      5        Mr.  Blair  Grove, 

and  return  you  and  crew  without  accident.   

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 

this  first  day  of  October  1853. 

(Signed)       E.  Belcher, 

Captain  commanding  Expedition. 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  the  "Dauntless"  from        Proceedings  of 
Beechey  Island  to  the  "  Assistance."  Mr.  Elair  Grove. 

8h.  50m.  A.M.  left  the  "North  Star"  in  company  "with  Mr.  Jenkins  (mate),      October  is,  Thursday, 
and  nine  men,  to  assist  in  taking  us  round  Cape  Spencer ;  found  the  floe 
very  heavy,  and  considerably  sunk  by  the  weight  of  snow-drift  diiring  the 
late  gale.    The  ice  in  Venison  Bay  had  not  been  affected  by  the  gale. 

Ih.  P.M.  halted  for  lunch,  having  rounded  Cape  Spencer.  wind,  E.S.E.;  4.  com. 

2h.  In  dragging  the  sledge  over  some  of  the  heavy  hummocks,  all  the  Distance,  8  miles, 
lashings  of  the  post  runner  carried  away  ;  unstowed,  and  relashed  the  sledge 
again,  with  rope  and  spunyarn. 

3h.  P.M.  packed  the  sledge,  parted  company  with  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  proceeded. 

4h.  30m.  pitched  on  the  land. 

5h.  A.M.  called  the  cook.    Breakfasted  ;  packed  and  started  at  6h.  50m.  :       October  nth,  Friday, 
proceeding  along  the  shore. 

In  consequence  of  open  water,  obliged  to  unpack  the  sledge,  and  take 
the  gear  overland,  a  distance  of  about  two  miles. 

11  h.  30m.  Having  got  over  all  the  traps  and  sledge,  repacked,  and 
started,  taking  the  side  of  the  hill. 

Noon,  lunched.    12h.  30ni.  took  the  floe,  and  proceeded.    5h.  pitched  ^yin^,  n.e.;  2.  b.  c. 
on  the  land.    Observed  the  loose  ice  and  floe  pieces  in  mid-channel  setting  Distance,  7  miles, 
strongly  down  to  the  sea.    At  5h.  p.m.  little  ice  to  be  seen  in  mid-channel. 

5h.  called  the  cook.    Breakfasted,  packed,  and  started  at  6h.  50m.  „  , ,    ,r.i.  a  .  ^ 

.       „  '  i  '        .  .  n       1  October  1 5th,  Saturday. 

Observed  a  lane  ot  water  extending  irom  romt  innis  to  Cape  Bowden,  ^y-^^^^  Easterly ;  i.  b.  e. 
and  the  open  water  of  last  night  completely  filled  up  by  pack.  Distance,  9  miles. 

Noon,  lunched  ;  and  pitched  at  4h.  p.m.  on  the  land. 

5h.  20m.  called  the  cook.    Breakfasted,  and  packed  the  sledge  ;  started 
at  7h.  30m. 

Doubled  Cape  Bowden  at  9h.  a.m.,  leaving  a  paper  in  the  cylinder  there, 
as  having  left  the  "  North  Star  "  on  Thursday,  and  arrived  so  far  all  well. 

In  consequence  of  the  ice  being  much  broken  up  dnrhig  the  late  gale,  -^yj^^j  s.e.  ■  3.  b.  c.  m. 
and  water  made  along  the  land,  obliged  to  take  the  land,  and  cut  a  road 
over  the  glacier  on  Cape  False  Bowden  ;  Griffin's  Bay  much  filled  with 
open  water  and  pack  ;  obliged  to  keep  the  rounds  of  the  bay.  Distance,  9  miles. 

3h.  40in.  rounded  Cape  Grinnel,  and  pitched  at  4h.  30m.  at  the  boat. 

Called-  the  cook  at  5h.  30m.  Packed  and  started  at  7h.  15.  ;  found  the  October  17th,  Monday, 
ice  pretty  good  close  in  shore. 

Noon,  lunched ;  and  encamped  at  4h.  p.m.  three  miles  to  the  S.E.  of  Distance,  9  miles. 
Bellot  Point. 

5h.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted,  and  packed  the  sledge.  In  consequence      October  isth,  Tuesday, 
of  its  being  a  gloomy  morning,  obhged  to  wait  till  8h,  before  I  could  see  a 
good  road. 

8h.  proceeded  along  shore.  On  arriving  at  one  of  the  headlands,  found 
the  floe  completely  gone,  and  young  ice  formed  in  its  place.  Unpacked 
the  sledge,  and  proceeded  over  the  young  ice  with  half  a  load  ;  reached  the 
land  with  our  second  load  at  1 2h.  1 5m.  Packed  the  sledge  again,  and  lunched. 

i2h.  50m.  proceeded  along  shore  about  one  mile,  when  again  compelled 
to  take  to  the  young  ice,  with  half  a  load,  a  distance  of  about  three  miles  ; 
reached  the  point  at  4h.  p.m.  with  our  second  load.    Met  here  Commander      ^  ggj,   1  ^  c  m 
Pullen  and  Mr.  Loney.    Pitched.  '  '  '  ' ' 

Called  the  cook  at  6  a.m.    Packed  the  sledge,  gave  Commander  Pullen    October  19th,  Wednesday, 
a  case  of  pemmican  ;  parted  company  with  him  at  8h.  15m.,  Mr.  Loney  and  Distance,  5  miles, 
self  remaining  Avith  the  sledge  to  see  him  safe  across  the  yoLing  ice.  9h. 
started,  steering  for  Cape  Osborne. 

Lunched  at  noon,  and  pitched  under  Cape  Osborne  at  4h.  p.m. 

Called  the  cook  at  6b.    Packed,  and  started  at  8h.  a.m.  in  company  with     October  20th,  Thursday. 
Mr.  Loney.  9h.  20m.  sighted  the  mastheads  of  the  ships,  and  were  met  by  Distance,  4  miles, 
a  party  at  lOh.  20m.  a.m.  to  assist  us. 

\\h.  arrived  on  board  H.M.S.  "Assistance." 


October  1 6th,  Sunday. 


Wind,  S.E.:  3.  com. 


Distance,  7  miles. 
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troccodingH  EncloHurc  No.  28.  (jf  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

of  Mr.  Shollabcar. 

  Mr.  W.  J3.  SiJKi.LAisKAK  to  (Jommaiider  Pullkn,  H.M.S.  "North  Star.*' 

Ilcr  Milj.         Sliip  "  NortJi  Star,"  lOrobiix  Hay, 
Sir,  I4tli  ()cAt,})<:r  \Hr/.>,. 

I  herewith  Ibrvvurd  a  co))y  of  tlie  journal  of  my  proceeding's  with  a  sledge 
party  up  the  eastern  shores  of  the  Wellington  Channel,  to  corninunicate 
with  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  and  a  copy  (;f  my  letter  to  hiiii  whilst  on  board 
H.M.S.  "  Assistance."  In  consequence  of  bad  Aveather,  we  remained  on 
board  three  days,  and  left  on  Monday,  October  .'ird,  to  return  to  the 
"  "North  Star,"  We  were  supplied  with  a  week's  provisions  from  the 
"  Assistance,"  the  rum  being  made  up  from  that  we  V)rought  from  Lieu- 
tenant Bellot's  provisions. 

I  retuincd  in  company  with  Mr.  (Jheyne  and  paity,  and  we  arrived  on 
board  on  Monday,  the  10th,  at  nooji. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       W.  B.  Siiki,lai5i;ak,  Second  Master. 


Summary  of  Distances  travelled. 
April  and  May  (first  journey)  1853. 


Distance  from  ship  in  Erebus  Bay  towards  Cape"[ 
Beecher  by  floe  travelling  (see  track)    -  -j 
Returning  -  -  -  -         -  82 


By  boat  along  the  eastern  shores  of  Wellington"]^ 
Channel,  in  search  of  H.M.S.  "Assistance" 


Miles. 

96 


178 


Distance  in  a  straight  line,  155  miles. 
August  1853. 

Journey  towards   Cape   Bowden  overland,  in1^  ,q 

search  of  distressed  party       -  "  "J 

Returning  -  -  •  -       -  1/ 

36 


52 


September  and  October  1853. 

Journey  along  the  eastern  shore  of  Wellington] 
Channel  to   H.  M.  S.  "  Assistance,"  in  lat 
75°  31'.  N.        -  -  -  -  ^ 

Returning         -  -  -  -  -  52 

104 

By  boat  in  September  1852. 
To  Cape  Bowden         -  -  -  .22 

Returning       -  -  22 


44 


I  28 


* 


Returning  on  foot  -  -  -         -  20 

*  Ice  making,  obliged  to  abandon  the  boat. 


Distances  travelled  in  Wellington  Channel. 


In  April  and  May         -           -           -  -  178 

August         '    -           -           -           -  -  36 

September — rc^turning  after  leaving  boat  -  20 

Septend)er  and  October       -          -  -  104 

Whole  distance  travelled      -  -  ^ 

By  boat  -         -          -          -          -  -  50 


(Signed)       W.  Ji.  Shi5llabeau,  Second  Master. 
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Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  a  Sledge  Party  from  Her  Majesty's  Ship  Proceedings 
"North  Star,"  in  Erebus  and  Terror  Bay,  to  Her  Majesty's  Ship      of  Mr.  Shellabear. 
"  Assistance,"  five  miles  North  of  Cape  Osborne,  and  returning  to 
"  North  Star"  in  charge  of  Mr.  W.  B.  Shellabear,  Second  Master 
Friday,  September  23d,  1853. — 9h.  30m.  a.m.  left  the  ship  with  a  week's 
provisions,  a  fatigue  party  accompanying  us  as  far  as  Cape  Spencer,  round 
which  cape  we  had  to  carry  all  the  gear  on  our  backs,  as  there  was  not 
room  for  the  sledge  between  the  cliff  and  water.    By  about  3h.  p.m.  we  got 
the  things  on  the  low  land,  packed  the  sledge  and  went  on  dragging  over 
gravel.    While  they  were  loading  the  sledge  1  walked  up  the  hill  to  look 
at  the  ice,  and  while  there  shot  eleven  ptarmigan,  and  shortly  after  three 
more.    There  Avas  open  AA^ater  and  loose  ice  as  far  as  I  could  see  to  the 
westward,  about  4  or  5  miles,  but  the  Avater  was  covered  with  sludge  and 
young  ice.    Continued  dragging  round  the  low  point  until  sunset,  when  Wind,  Southerly ;  i.  f.s. 
Ave  encamped  just  to  the  southward  of  Point  Innis. 

Saturday/,  24:th. — At  daylight  turned  out  and  packed  the  sledge.  Until 
Ave  came  to  Avithin  a  short  distance  of  the  point  had  pretty  good  travelling 
on  the  young  ice,  only  a  little  hummocky.  Had  to  drag  over  the  point  on 
the  gravel,  to  do  Avhich  we  AA'^ere  obliged  to  unload  and  take  half  over  at  a 
time.  After  clearing  the  point  went  along  on  the  glacier  for  about  two 
miles,  and  then  came  to  the  fast  ice.  Continued  travelling  on  it  close  in 
shore  until  dusk,  and  encamped  about  three  miles  southward  'of  the  low 
point. 

Weather  foggy,  Avith  snoAv.    Young  ice  and  hummocks  filling  the  bay 
betAveen  Points  Stewart  and  Innis.    To  the  AvestAA^ard  there  was  a  lane  of  AVind,  Southerly ;  2.  b.  c.  m.  s. 
water,  partly  covered  Avith  young  ice. 

Sunday,  2bth. — Got  under  AA'eigh  at  dayhght,  and  went  on  along  the 
land.  The  traA^elling  made  very  heaA^'y  by  the  quantity  of  snoAV  lately 
fallen.  Passed  Point  Stewart  about  5h.  p.m.,  and  encamped  a  little  after 
sunset  about  three  miles  from  Cape  Bowden.  The  ice  in  the  strait  had 
closed  in  Avith  the  shore,  but  there  was  a  pool  of  Avater  here  and  there.         South-easterly ;  4.  b.q.m. 

Monday,  2QtJi, — Packed  and  Avent  on  round  the  bay  at  daylight.  To- 
AA^ards  Cape  BoAvden  the  ice  was  very  heavy,  and  Ave  had  much  difficulty 
in  getting  along.  We  were  obliged  to  land  and  drag  the  sledge  round 
Cape  Bowden,  inside  the  hummocky  and  pressed-up  ice.  I  found  here 
that  Commander  Osborne  had  taken  the  boat  on.  From  the  high  part  of 
the  ridge  I  had  a  good  view  and  there  appeared  to  be  nothing  to  prevent 
a  ship  coming  down  as  far  as  I  could  see  from  North  to  South,  but,  from 
the  quantity  of  young  ice,  a  boat  could  have  made  no  progress.  The  bay 
to  the  nortliAvard  Avas  full  of  fast  ice.  Went  on,  keeping  close  along  shore. 
About  5h.  P.M.  arrived  at  the  small  cape  to  the  nortliAvard  of  Cape  Bowden, 
Avhen  it  being  too  late  to  cross  Griffin  Ba}'-,  I  encamped.  Caim;  0.  b.  c.  m., 

Tuesday,  27th. — Went  on  across  Griffin  Bay,  found  the  ice  in  the 
northern  part  of  it  broken  up,  and  I  Avas  obliged  to  strike  right  in  shore 
for  some  distance.  About  2h.  p.m.  arrived  at  Cape  Grinnell.  The  travel- 
ling across  the  bay  was  heavy,  and  the  soft  snoAV  made  it  dangerous  near 
the  shore,  as  it  covered  up  all  the  cracks,  and  we  had  several  heavy  falls. 
Just  round  the  cape  we  saAV  the  boat  left  by  Commander  Osborne.  En- 
camped on  the  second  cape  to  the  northward  of  Griffin  Bay.  Wind,  Easterly;  \.  b.  c  q. 

Wednesday,  28th. — At  daylight  packed  sledge  and  Avent  on  round  the 
capes  to  the  northward.  Travelling  heavy  and  dangerous.  Wind  bloAving 
off  shore,  occasionally  heavy  squalls.  Round  these  four  capes  Ave  Avere 
obliged  to  keep  on  the  beach  on  the  grounded  ice,  but  could  occasionally 
cut  off  a  little  of  the  bays,  as  they  were  all  full  of  fast  ice.  On  the  fourth 
cape,  I  had  been  led  to  suppose  from  the  men's  description.  Lieutenant  ^^.^^^  Beiiot's  effects 
Bellot's  things  Avere  left,  and  lunched  and  remained  there  some  time  in  an 
unsuccessful  search  for  them.  The  ice  in  the  Strait  continued  to  appear 
quite  loose,  but  seemed  rather  thicker  to  the  northward.  After  lunch 
Avent  on  along  the  beach,  and  encamped  at  sunset  about  tAvo  miles  from 

a  long  low  point.  wind, Easterly;  4.  5.  b.  c.  q.  s. 

Thursday,  29th.  —  Under  Aveigh  soon  after  dayhght,  and  went  along 
shore  on  the  young  ice.    On  reaching  the  point  found  the  things  left  by ' 
II.  P  p 
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Proceedings 
of  Mr.  Shcllabear. 


Wind,  N.E.  j  2.  c.  m. 


N.E. ;  3.  c.  q.  s. 

8.  9. 
N.W. ;  7.  c.  q. 


N.W. ;  4.  c.  m. 


Northerly ;  I.e. 


S.  ;  6.  s.  f.  q. 


Southerly  ;  6.  f.  q. 


Wind,  South-easterly  ;  3.  c.  m. 


Lieutenant  Bcllot.  As  I  wan  very  anxious  to  get  on  I  did  not  wait  to 
take  an  exact  account  of  then),  as  niy  orders  were  only  to  do  so  on  my 
return.  I,  thcrcfon;,  only  looked  to  the  provisions.  I  could  find  but  one 
tin  of  preserved  meats,  some  tea  and  sugar,  and  aljout  half  a  seaman's  hag 
of  biscuit.  The  rum  and  spirits  of  wine  I  brought  on  with  me,  as  we  were 
short  of  fuel ;  and  F  was  apprehensive  from  the  winds  we  had  had  that  the 
"  Assistance  "  might  be  driven  off'.  J''rom  this  hjw  point  we  had  three  or 
four  miles  of  good  travelling,  and  I  had  great  hopes  of  reaching  the  "  As- 
sistance" this  day.  Near  Cape  Osborne,  however,  we  came  to  such  heavy 
ice  that  1  was  ol)liged  to  give  up  that  hope ;  and  we  could  c>nly  reach  the 
large  cairn  under  Cape  Osborne,  where  we  encamped  a  little  before  dark. 
From  Cape  Osborne  to  the  westward  there  was  water  and  ice  as  far  as  I 
could  see,  but  to  the  northward  nothing  but  ice.  The  line  of  heavy  ice 
appeared  to  extend  from  a  mile  west  of  the  round  bluff,  about  2  miles 
north  of  Cape  Osborn,  in  a  N.N.  westerly  direction. 

Friday,  SOth. — At  daylight  packed  sledge  and  went  on  along  the  land. 
About  9h.  saw  the  mast-heads  of  the  ships.  Soon  afterwards  a  party  met 
us  from  the  "  Assistance,"  and  helped  us  on  with  the  sledge.  We  arrived 
alongside  a  little  after  twelve.  To-day,  Saturday,  and  Sunday  the  sledge's 
crew  were  victualled  on  board  "  Assistance." 

Saturday,  October  1st,  1853. — I  was  ordered  to  prepare  my  report  for 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  and  remained  on  board  during  the  day  doing  so.  Sent 
it  in  the  evening.    3h.  p.m.  Mr.  Cheyne  and  party  left  for  "  North  Star." 

Sunday,  2d.  —  Blowing  hard  during  the  night  from  the  N.E.  and 
continued  during  the  forenoon.  Detained  on  board  in  consequence.  At- 
tended divisions  and  Divine  Service  on  board  "  Assistance."  Towards  the 
afternoon  the  breeze  moderated,  but  the  weather  being  still  unsettled  we 
remained  on  board. 

Monday,  3d. — The  breeze  having  moderated,  packed  sledge,  taking 
seven  days'  provisions  from  "  Assistance."  Dr.  Ricards  accompanied  me 
to  join  "  North  Star  "  as  Acting  Surgeon,  and  Lloyd  ( A.B.),  who  had  pre- 
viously come  up  with  Commander  Osborn.  As  we  had  to  take  Dr.  Ricards' 
clothes,  the  sledge  was  nearly  as  heavily  loaded  as  when  we  came  up.  I 
received  from  Sir  E.  Belcher  three  letters  and  a  parcel  for  Commander 
PuUen,  and  at  lOh.  a.m.  left  the  ship. 

A  little  after  1  p.m.  lunched  at  the  cairn  under  Cape  Osborne.  We  found 
much  of  the  young  ice  had  been  broken  up,  and  the  hummocks  driven  off, 
but  the  high  tides  and  low  temperature  had  made  the  beach  hard  and  good 
for  travelling,  except  in  a  few  places,  where  the  ice  was  forced  right  up  to 
the  cliff's ;  here  Mr.  Cheyne  had  had  to  cut  roads,  which  we  took  advan- 
tage of.  Continued  dragging  close  in  shore.  At  about  half-past  four  we 
perceived  a  sledge  ahead,  which  proved  to  be  Mr.  Cheyne's,  and  we  came 
up  with  her  just  in  time  to  assist  each  other  by  double  banking  over  a 
heavy  place,  a  sloping  beach  covered  with  soft  snow.  It  was  dark  before 
we  encamped,  on  the  point  where  Mr.  Cheyne  had  erected  a  cairn  on  a 
previous  occasion,  about  5  miles  from  Cape  Osborne.  Here  we  encamped, 
and  went  on  from  this  day  in  company. 

Tuesday,  4th. — At  daylight  had  breakfast,  and  went  on  across  a  deep 
bay.  Weather  foggy,  with  snow,  and  a  stiff  breeze  blowing  in  our  faces. 
The  weather  continuing  bad,  and  being  nearly  blinded  by  the  snow  driving 
in  our  eyes,  had  an  early  lunch,  intending  to  encamp  at  the  point  where 
Lieutenant  Bellot's  things  were  left.  Our  progress  was  slow,  and  we  did 
not  arrive  there  until  a  little  after  three,  though  the  distance  is  not  more 
than  5  or  6  miles.    Lincaniped  on  the  point. 

kVed,nesday,  bth,. — Alter  breakfast  took  an  account  of  the  things  left  on 
the  point,  which  is  enclosed.  Started  a  little  after  8,  and  went  on  along 
shore,  dragging  generally  on  the  beach.  The  ice  was  pressed  close  in 
shore,  but  had  been  much  broken  up  since  I  passed  before.  Encamped  on 
the  third  cape  northward  of  GriMin  Bay.  Mr.  Cheyne  and  party  in 
company. 

'rimrsday,  i)tli. —  Daylight  bieakf'asted,  and  went  on  for  Cape  Grinnell. 
The  ice  in  these  bays  had  remained  fast,  but  it  was  in  some  places  so 
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hummocky  and  so  much  soft  snow  that  we  generally  found  it  better  Proceedings 

to  go  round  on  the  beach.    Lunched  at  the  boat  left  by  Commander      °^  Shellabe; 

Osborn,  and  went  along  the  land  round  Cape  Grinnell.    Just  after  round- 

ing  the  Cape  some  ptarmigan  were  seen,  and  Messrs.  Cheyne  and  Grove  n.e.;i.  b.  c. 

went  after  them,  and  shot  seven,  which  wsre  equally  divided  between  the 

two  tents  for  supper.    Arriving  at  the  point  for  crossing  Griffin  Bay  a 

little  before  three,  we  considered  it  too  late  to  do  so  this  evening,  and 

encamped  on  the  point. 

Friday,  7th. —  Called  the  cooks  this  morning  before  daybreak,  in  order 
to  make  an  early  start,  but  it  was  half-past  seven  before  we  were  fairly  off. 
Took  a  good  sweep  into  the  bay  to  avoid  the  hummocks.  At  lOh.  30m.  Southerly;  i.e. m. 
arrived  at  the  small  cape  northward  of  Cape  Bowden.  Went  on  across  the 
bay,  and  at  noon  lunched  under  the  cliff.  After  lunch  went  on  along  the 
beach,  and  on  the  grounded  ice  for  the  Cape,  and  inside  the  heavy  hum- 
mocks on  it.  The  ice  outside  had  been  all  broken  up,  and  there  were 
several  lanes  of  water  among  it.  It  appeared  stationary.  On  arriving  at 
the  depot,  I  took  from  it  all  the  light  travelling  gear,  and  went  on  along 
the  beach  till  4h.  SQm.,  when  we  encamped  on  a  small  point  about  two 
miles  from  Cape  Bowden. 

Saturday,  8th. — Daylight,  had  breakfast,  and  went  on  inside  the  hum- 
mocks on  Point  Stewart.  After  clearing  the  point  had  a  good  floe  for  a 
long  distance.  About  Ih.  p.m.  we  observed  a  party  on  the  low  point.  As 
they  were  coming  towards  us  we  stopped  the  sledges  for  lunch,  and  Dr. 
Ricards  and  myself  went  to  meet  the  party,  which  proved  to  be  that  of 
Commander  PuUen,  who  was  proceeding  to  the  "  Assistance."  Delivered 
Sir  Edward  Belcher's  letters,  and  remained  in  company  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour.  Had  leave  from  Commander  to  take  from  a  cache  he  had  left, 
some  pemmican  and  chocolate,  as  the  travelling  was  bad  towards  the  ship, 
and  we  were  likely  to  be  longer  than  we  expected  getting  there. 

On  arriving  at  the  low  point  each  sledge  took  half  a  case  of  pemmican,  C'aim ;  o.  c, 
two  tins  of  chocolate,  and  some  tallow.    At  5h.  encamped  about  5  miles 
from  Point  Innis. 

Sunday,  Qth. — Breakfasted  at  daylight ;  packed,  and  went  on  along  the 
land.  The  first  two  miles  good  floe,  but  afterwards  very  heavy,  some- 
times dragging  on  the  ice  and  sometimes  on  the  glacier.  At  12h.  30m. 
lunched  on  the  glacier,  after  which  Dr.  Ricards  and  Mr.  Grove  left  for  the 
ship.  At  Ih.  P.M.  went  on  up  the  glacier  and  over  the  point,  double 
banking  the  sledges.  Continued  dragging  round  the  beach  until  5h.  p.m. 
when  we  encamped  on  the  low  point  off  Cape  Spencer.  n.e.  ;  6.  s.b.  c.  q. 

Monday,  lOth. — Got  under  weigh  at  daylight,  and  went  on  round  the 
point.  The  young  ice  round  Cape  Spencer  being  strong  enough  to  bear 
the  sledges,  we  got  round  without  any  difficulty  ;  and  about  lOh.  30m. 
were  met  by  Mr.  Osborne,  with  a  party  of  eight  men,  to  assist  us  in  with 
the  sledges.    We  arrived  alongside  a  little  after  noon. 

List  of  Stores,  &c.  now  remaining  at  Lieutenant  Bellot's  Point : —         Stores  at  Beiiot  Point. 

Blanket  bags  -  -    5  in  number. 

Bags,  seaman's,  -  -  2  „ 
Pickaxe           -       -  -    1  ,, 

Shovel  -  -  -  -  1  „ 
Paddle  for  1.  R.  boat  -    1  ,, 

Preserved  meat         -  -    1  4lb.  tin. 

Concentrated  soup  -       -    2  tins. 
Biscuit,  about          -  -  48  lbs.,  some  damaged. 

Cooking  apparatus  -       -    1  ;  no  lamps. 
A  quantity  of  old  clothes,  which  we  placed  in  a  blanket  bag. 

Things  taken  from  Bellot  Point  on  the  outward  journey :  — 

Spirits  of  wine,  about       -       -    2  quarts        2  spirit  cans. 
Kum  -  -        -    1  gall.     J  ^ 

Things  taken  returning  to  the  Ship :  — 

1  gun,  powder  flask,  and  shot  pouch ;  ]  skin  frock,  and  1  india-rubber  Lieut.  Beiiots  effects, 
coat,  belonging  to  the  late  Lieutenant  Bellot.     1  knapsack  of  clothes, 
belonging  to  Johnson. 

P  p  2 
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Proceedings  Things  brought  from  Cape  Bowden  to  the  Ship: — 
of  Mr.  Shellabcar.  -m    i   i     .    i  i^i  ^>  •  i 
  Jilack  tent  clothH          -          -    2  jn  number. 

Wliite  ditto  -         -        -    J  „ 

Spirit  cans       -       -       -       -    2  ,, 
Small  axe  -  -        -  1 

W.  B.  SiiKLLAHEAR,  Second  Master. 


Enclosure  No,  29.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Proceedings  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight  C.B.,  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Loney,  Master,  - Her 

Mr.  Lonej.  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 

By  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  &c..  Commanding  Arctic  Squadron. 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  with  the  "  Hamilton  "  sledge  boat 
and  sledge  belonging  thereto,  with  my  gig's  crew,  and  accompany  Com- 
mander Pullen  until  he  considers  himself  safely  past  the  two  first  bluffs 
beyond  this. 

There  you  will  await  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Grove  with  his  sledge  from  the 
"  North  Star,"  and  aid  him  in  a  similar  manner,  bringing  on  the  whole 
party  to  the  ship. 

If  any  heavy  packages  should  incommode  the  travelling,  you  will  deposit 
them  in  some  safe  place  until  they  can  be  sent  for,  after  the  firm  ice  has 
formed  ;  but  under  present  circumstances  I  will  not  have  the  sledge  crews 
delayed  by  any  extra  weights  which  can  safely  be  left  behind.  If  the 
water  should  make  still  further,  you  will  be  aided  by  one  of  the  cutters 
to  tow  you  as  far  as  practicable  with  her  safe  return. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
this  16th  day  of  October  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain. 


October  17th,  Monday. 
Temp.  +1G°. 


October  18tli,  Tuesday. 
Temp.  +  12". 


October  19th,  Wednesday. 
Temp.  +10°. 


October  20th,  Thursday. 
Temp.  —  1  •5'^ 


Cornin!iii<li;r  J'iiIIcii'm 
J'roc(:(!(liii''H. 


October  4  til. 
Leave  (or  the  "  Assistanc 


Journal  of  the  "  Hamilton  "  Sledge  Boat  sent  to  the  assistance  of  Com- 
mander Pullen  and  Mr.  Grove. 

Landed  from  the  ship  at  30m.  p.m.  ;  placed  the  boat  on  the  sledge  and 
proceeded  with  Commander  Pullen  at  Ih. ;  passed  Cape  Osborne  at  3h., 
and  pitched  for  the  night  close  to  the  southward  of  it  at  3h.  30m.  p.m.  ; 
found  the  water  close  up  with  the  land. 

Proceeded  at  8h.  30m.  a.m.;  passed  over  the  young  ice  as  opportunity 
offered,  but  travelled  principally  over  the  land,  road  very  bad ;  at  3h.  30m. 
Mr.  Groves  with  his  sledge  and  party  joined  us.  Pitched  for  the  night  at 
3h.  30m.,  about  9  miles  from  the  ship  ;  the  road  was  so  bad  the  last  mile 
of  this  journey  that  we  were  obliged  to  leave  the  boat  behind. 

Commander  Pullen  proceeded  to  the  southward  at  8h.  30m.  ;  having 
seen  him  safely  across  a  bay  about  1  mile  deep  and  ^  a  mile  in  width,  we 
commenced  our  return  to  the  ship  with  Mr.  Grove ;  obliged  still  to  travel 
over  the  land  ;  at  4h.  pitched  for  the  night,  about  4  miles  distant  from  the 
ship. 

Proceeded  at  8h.  a.m.  ;  found  the  ice  strong  enough  to  bear  safely,  and 
arrived  on  board  the  ship  at  12h.,  assisted  by  a  party  from  the  ship  for  the 
last  mile. 

(Signed)       John  E.  Loney,  Master. 


Enclosure  No.  30.  of  Sir  Edward  13elcher's  Letter. 


1 


Journey  along  the  Eastern  Shores  of  Wellington  Channel  to  Hier  Majesty's 
Slii|)  "  Assistance"  and  back,  between  4th  and  22d  October  1853. 

I  lelt  the  ship  at  halC-piist  8h.  a.m.,  with  a  light  brec/e  from  AV^.S.W. ; 
got  through  Union  Bay  with  much  difficulty  ;  when  off' Cajie  Spencer  saw 
a  hu  ge  space  of  smooth  Hoc,  Avhcre  we  hoped  our  pace  would  be  gi'eatly 
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improved.    This  was  covered  with  much  drift  snow,  so  that  we  did  not  ^*''"pi!^ceed'^"^^^"''^ 

know  of  its  treacherous  nature  until  the  sledge  and  several  of  the  men  were   

scrambling  in  the  water.    An  old  floe  piece  luckily  being  close  to,  all  got  Break  through  the  ice. 

out  again  and  on  it  safe,  with  nothing  more  than  a  good  wetting,  not  only 

of  themselves  but  much  of  the  provisions,  clothes,  &c.    This  we  could  not 

dry  again,  and  not  being  more  than  three  miles  from  the  ship,  I  returned  Eetum  to  the  ship. 

to  her  with  the  view  of  replacing  our  supplies,  getting  clothes  dried,  and 

resuming  the  journey  on  the  following  day. 

Wednesday  Avas  a  thick  misty  day,  w^itli  a  light  southerly  wind,  and  as  it  October  5th. 

was  running  too  much  a  risk  to  attempt  the  ice  about  Cape  Spencer  yet,  I  i-eave  and  take  another  rout, 
determined  on  going  over  the  ridge.  I  therefore  left  the  ship  at  half- 
past  8,  taking  with  me  two  officers  and  ten  men,  besides  the  dogs  and 
regular  crew,  to  assist  in  getting  up  the  steep  and  almost  perpendicular 
ascent  to  the  summit  of  the  ridge.  We  got  pretty  well  to  the  foot  of  it, 
although  there  was  a  great  deal  of  bare  gravel  to  get  over,  when  the  most 
difficult  part  commenced.  Stand  upright  or  walk  we  could  not;  it  was  a  Difficulties  of  road, 
complete  climbing  adventure,  and  what  was  more,  the  best  place  we  could 
find  to  get  on  ;  fortunately  there  was  a  great  quantity  of  snow  on  the 
gravel.  We  were  three  hours  at  the  least  at  regular  standing  pulls,  and 
had  only  accomplished  two  thirds  of  the  way  up  when  we  were  obliged  to 
encamp.  I  say  standing  pulls,  but  it  was  not,  it  was  a  sitting  pull,  for 
every  man  was  obliged  to  take  that  position  to  prevent  himself  going  head 
foremost  to  the  very  bottom.  We  mustered  18  men,  2  officers,  and  self; 
8  were  the  regular  crew,  besides  the  dogs,  now  of  no  service  whatever. 
The  weight  was  not  so  very  heavy,  for  we  carried  only  a  week's  provisions, 
which,  together  with,  tent,  gear,  &c.,  bedding,  spare  clothes  (a  change), 
bale  of  blankets,  bag  of  looms,  and  two  boxes,  weighed  not  more  than 
1,600  pounds  ;  the  bale  of  blankets  we  were  obliged  to  drop,  and  it 
was  only  by  many  feats  that  we  got  up  that  far  at  last.  As  it  was  neces- 
sary that  the  men  returning  to  the  ship  should  have  daylight,  I  sent  them 
off  in  time,  with  orders  to  return  in  the  morning,  when  we  got  fairly  over  October  eth. 

the  ridge  by  noon  of  the  next  day.  Get  over  the  ridge. 

The  height  of  this  ridge  averages  at  least  600  feet,  and  very  steep  too 
on  either  side.  I  should  be  sorry  to  have  that  part  of  the  journey  to  go 
over  again.  If  the  deep  valley  partly  through  which  we  went  was  clear 
the  whole  way,  it  would  save  no  less  than  three  miles  of  the  distance  to 
Cape  Bowden. 

The  extra  men  I  took  on  so  far  as  the  beach,  a  quarter  of  the  way 
between  Cape  Spencer  and  Point  Innis,  before  sending  them  back  ;  and 
that  night  I  encamped  about  a  mile  on  the  S.E.  side  of  the  Point. 

The  ice  about  this  point  was  in  a  very  similar  state  to  what  I  found  it  October  ?th. 

on  the  18th  of  last  month.    I  therefore  kept  further  back  on  the  high  land,  1'='^'^^°"* 
thus  avoiding  part  of  the  glacier ;  but  having  so  much  gravel  to  drag  over 
\Ve  could  only  take  half  a  load  at  a  time,  which  made  it  slow  and  tedious. 
It  was,  however,  accomplished,  w4ien  getting  on  a  good  floe  we  made  up 
for  it. 

At  Point  Lovell  I  deposited  some  extra  provisions  we  had,  when  shortly  October  8th. 

after  leaving  it  I  met  Mr.  Shellabear  returning  from  the  "  Assistance  ;"  he  c-h'M,  shenabear,  second 
was  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Cheyne  and  Mr.  (jrove,  mate,  both  ol  the  master,  and  the  officers,  &c. 
senior  officer's  ship,  the  latter  in  charge  of  the  sledge  party  taking  the 
former  gentleman's  things  to  "  North  Star,"  sent  by  Sir  Edward  for  service. 
Mr,  Ricards,  also  of  "Pioneer,"  (assistant  surgeon,)  was  appointed  sur- 
geon vice  M'Cormick,  gone  home  in  "  Phoenix,"  and  Mr.  Toms,  assistant 
surgeon,  at  present  in  "  North  Star,"  by  this  latter  arrangement  was  to 
return  to  his  own  ship,  the  "  Assistance,"  with  Mr.  Grove. 

Scrawling  a  few  lines  to  the  commanding  officer  of  "  North  Star  "  to 
have  these  orders  carried  out,  we  parted  company.    The  next  morning  I  October  loth. 

passed  Cape  Bowden,  traversed  Griffin  Bay,  keeping  well  into  its  bight,  in 
consequence  of  the  heavy  ice  ;  passed  the  low  point  off  which  poor  Bellot 
was  drowned  ;  and  on  Monday  evening  on  the  southern  shores  of  a  deep 
bay  7  or  8  miles  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Osborne. 

We  had  now  been  just  six  days  from  the  ship,  and  being  victualled  only 
for  that  time,  besides  what  we  had  cached  at  Point  Lovell,  we  had  barely 
enough  remaining  for  to-morrow.    All  this  we  should  have  avoided  had 
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Commantlcr  Pillion's 
Pi'oceediiigs. 


Gale  and  snow  drift. 


Uncomfortable  position. 


0«le  breaks. 

October  12th. 


■Rcacli  the  "  Apulfrtanee.' 


wc  not  deposited  tlie  pi'ovisioiis  on  the  roud  ;  I)u1,  who  could  loresee  our 
having  such  ii  route  to  ti'avcd  ov(tr  ;  if  it  liful  be(  i)  anything  decent  we 
should  liave  lieen  at  tlu^  "  Assistance"  to  night,  and  at  any  rate,  if  we  get 
110  worse  road,  early  to-niorrow  n)orning. 

It  was  blowing  a  fresh  breeze  from  IC.S.K,  when  we  stopped  to  encamp, 
which  by  niidin'ght  had  increased  to  a  moderate  gale.  The  next  morning 
it  was  blowing  a  strong  gale  Irom  the  S.K.,  with  such  a  dense  snow  drift 
that  at  times  1  could  not  see  more  than  100  feet  in  any  direction.  How- 
ever I  had  taken  a  good  vi(!W  of  the  opposite  shores  of  the  bay  last  (even- 
ing, and  finding  that  the  onward  sledge  tracks  were  not  obliterated,  and 
having  only  provision  enough  for  the  day,  I  decided  on  pushing  on. 

The  tent  was  innnediately  struck,  sledge  packed,  and  we  started,  tra- 
velling for  the  first  mile  over  a  good  level  floe,  and  no  difficulty  in  follow- 
ing the  track.  As  wc  drew  out  in  the  middle  of  the  bay,  from  somewhat 
under  the  shelter  of  the  high  land  on  the  Southern  shores,  we  felt  the  full 
force  of  the  gale,  and  getting  soon  after  among  the  heavy  huinmocky  ice, 
where  much  drift  was  accumulated,  the  track  was  entirely  eflPaeed.  The 
northern  shores  could  not  be  seen,  when  after  travelling  about  amongst 
the  snow  drift  and  heavy  ice,  not  able  to  face  the  bitter  blast,  hardly 
stand  up  against  it,  and  labouring  to  no  purpose,  I  resolved  on  pitching 
the  tent.  The  smoothest  part  at  hand  was  accordingly  selected,  but  it 
was  not  until  the  tent  had  been  frequently  torn  from  the  grasp  of  the  men 
that  they  succeeded  in  getting  it  up  in  a  sort  of  way.  At  any  rate  it  was 
a  shelter  ;  all  were  glad  to  get  under,  and  the  gale  strengthening  drove  the 
snow  about  in  such  fearful  quantities,  and  accumulating  about  our  frail 
covering,  that  I  began  to  think  we  should  find  ourselves  closed  in  a  sort  of 
living  tomb.  A  boarding  pike  at  one  end  broke  through,  and  down  came 
the  tent,  together  with  the  space  within  so  gradually  contracting  that 
throughout  the  whole  of  the  twenty  hours  thus  imprisoned,  we  were  con- 
tinually backing  thie  snow  off"  as  it  encroached,  to  keep  room  sufficient  to 
lie  down  in.  Stand  we  could  not,  or  could  we  get  the  tent  up  again  and 
keep  it  so,  and  what  was  worse  the  thought  of  the  ice  breaking  away  was 
constantly  presenting  itself  to  my  mind,  when  another  calamity,  nay  worse 
than  that  of  the  17th  of  August,  would  have  certainly  been  our  lot,  but 
no  earthly  power  could  have  aided  us.  A  circumstance  that  might  have 
happened  if  the  wind  had  only  held  to  the  E.S.E.  instead  of  S.E.,  for  I 
could  at  times  feel  a  trembling  of  the  ice  from  the  sea  surging  underneath. 
The  anxiety  of  this  night  was  almost  unbearable ;  but,  God  be  thanked, 
it  had  an  end, — the  daylight  came,  and  at  8  o'clock  the  gale  had  so 
moderated  that  we  were  able  to  get  out  and  look  about  us,  when  there 
could  be  no  doubt  of  who  was  our  protector  that  terrible  night. 

The  tent  was  down  altogether  in  a  very  short  time,  and  we  made  the 
best  of  our  way  to  the  shore,  from  which  we  could  more  fully  see  how 
critical  had  been  our  position.  All  the  smooth  ice  we  had  passed  over 
yesterday  was  gone,  replaced  by  an  angry  and  troubled  sea,  which  washed 
the  very  bases  of  the  cliffs  and  shore  we  left  behind  us  yesterday  morning, 
and  not  more  than  a  hundred  yards  from  where  our  tent  stood  the  ice  was 
all  broken  away,  and  the  sea  lashing  the  outer  parts  of  that  remaining  with 
such  unabated  fury  that  it  was  heaving  and  surging,  evincing  evident 
proofs  of  a  rapid  disruption. 

We  could  not  get  more  than  half-a-mile  this  day,  for  the  gale  was  yet 
fresh,  and  so  much  drift  that  I  was  compelled  to  encamp,  however,  the 
next  day  it  moderated,  we  moved  on,  occasionally  passing  along  sloping- 
banks  of  hard  packed  snow  on  the  sea  face  of  some  steep  cliffs,  a  few 
having  their  bases  so  washed  with  water  from  the  ice  driving  away  in  the 
gale  that  their  was  no  alternative.  Cape  Osborne  stopped  us  completely, 
for  it  was  so  smooth  iuul  slippery  over  its  steep  glacier  facing,  that  I  and 
one  man,  even  with  boarding  pikes,  had  great  difiiculty  in  getting  over  it; 
the  sledge  was  therefore  halted,  the  men  desired  to  encamp,  and  I  went  on, 
when  after  a  walk  of  \\  nn'les  I  got  sight  of  the  "  Assistance"  and 
"  Pioneer."  Tlu^y  nnist  have  seen  me  much  about  the  same  time,  for 
when  arriving  nearly  abreast,  a  bojit  was  waiting,  and  at  4h.  'Mm.  p.m.  of 
he  1.3th  I  was  Sidely  on  bonrd. 

Reporting  myself  to  Sir  ICdward  13elchcr,  I  told  him  where  I  had  left 
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my  party,  and  that  they  were  m  want  of  provisions,  when  a  boat  was  sent     Commander  PuUen's 
for  them  immediately,  for  there  was  open  water  all  along  the  shore  to  Proceedings, 
where  I  had  left  them  ;  and  about  llh.  the  same  night  they  arrived. 

I  now  learnt  that  the  "  Assistance"  had  not  made  much  of  a  move 
towards  Beechey  Island  after  I  left  them  in  July  last.  When  the  gale  of 
the  17th  August,  which  broke  up  the  ice,  drove  them  to  the  N.W.,  they 
had  been  placed  in  a  perilous  position,  which  they  happily  escaped,  and  got 
safely  into  a  small  harbour  east  of  Cape  Majendie,  and  named  it  Port 
Refuge.  This  they  were  not  able  to  leave  until  the  31st  of  August,  by 
cutting  out ;  but  with  a  fair  prospect  of  soon  being  at  Beechey  Island, 
being  the  next  day  ( 1  st  Sept. )  in  open  water,  under  all  sail,  and  running 
7  knots.  Ice,  though,  is  met  with  when  you  least  expect  it,  and  so  it  was 
with  them,  for  in  the  evening  of  the  very  same  day  they  received  a  final 
check,  and  not  much  more  than  a  distance  of  50  miles  from  that  place  on 
which  their  hopes  were  centred. 

A  few  days  after  the  ice  opened  out,  but  it  would  only  allow  them  to 
warp  closer  in  towards  the  land,  when  something  dark  was  discovered  on  Lieut.  Beiiot's  boat,  &c. 
the  ice,  reported  from  the  crow's  nest  as  a  coal  bag  and  officer's  cap,  which 
on  closer  inspection  turned  out  to  be  poor  Bellot's  India  rubber-boat,  &c. 

They  knew  nothing  then  of  the  sad  story  attending  it,  and  many  there- 
fore were  the  conjectures  as  to  the  cause  of  its  being  where  they  found  it, 
and  in  such  a  condition  ;  time  only  could  unravel  the  mystery  ;  and  strange, 
too,  for  near  about  this  tell-tale  of  something  ominous,  were  they  obliged 
to  secure  again  to  the  heavy  grounded  masses  of  ice,  in  6  fathoms  water, 
3  miles  N.E.  of  Cape  Osborne,  and  about  100  yards  off  shore. 

An  instantaneous  move  from  this,  with  so  much  open  water,  they  might 
possibly  get  into  the  bay  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Osborne,  which  I 
represented  to  Sir  Edward  ;  but  the  next  morning  it  was  not  practicable, 
so  much  ice  had  made  during  the  night ;  and  on  looking  round  this,  their 
present  position,  although  very  open,  I  considered  could  hardly  be  bettered 
without  running  great  risk,  unless  you  could  make  sure  of  getting  fairly 
into  Griffin  or  Union  Bays.  This  I  also  reported  by  letter,  at  the  senior 
officer's  request,  and  as  he  had  not  his  despatches  or  orders  ready  for  me, 
I  remained  until  Monday. 

As  it  was  now  pretty  evident  that  no  ship  could  get  to  Beechey  Island 
this  season,  either  from  this  or  from  the  westward,  it  was  most  desirable  to 
communicate  with  Captain  Kellett  the  first  possible  opportunity  for  travel- 
ling next  spring  (1854).  I  volunteered  for  the  service,  when  directions  to 
that  effect  were  given;  also  that  the  crew  of  the  "  North  Star"  were  to  Orders, &c. 
lay  out  caches  of  provision  along  the  southern  shores  of  Cornwallis  Island, 
&c.  Orders  too  were  given  me  for  Captain  Kellett,  and  on  Monday  after- 
noon I  said  good  bye  once  more  to  the  Wellington  Channel  division  of  the 
expedition,  and  commenced  my  return  journey.  Ste?^^"''^  ^^^^  " 

I  completed  from  the  "  A  ssistance"  six  days'  provision,  besides  a  quantity      '    October  isth. 
for  cache  at  some  convenient  spot  on  the  route.    Mr.  Loney,  the  master, 
was  to  accompany  me  until  he  met  Mr.  Grove,  returning  from  the 
"  North  Star." 

From  the  time  occupied  in  getting  on  shore,  on  Monday  the  17th,  half 
ice  half  water,  we  made  only  a  short  distance  with  the  remaining  daylight, 
encamping  that  night  on  the  northern  side  of  Cape  Osborne.  The  water 
seen  here  on  the  1 3th  was  now  covered  with  a  thin  surface  of  ice,  over 
which  we  got  in  two  trips,  each  time  the  sledge  drawn  alone  by  the  dogs 
at  a  quick  pace ;  the  men,  all  but  the  driver  and  one  hand,  spreading  out 
so  that  the  weight  was  over  a  larger  surface  ;  by  this  means  we  got  over 
many  similar  places,  and  the  ice  bent  and  shook  fairly  under  us,  sometimes 
only  bearing,  but  from  a  new  surface  constantly  presenting,  by  the  quick 
and  rapid  movement,  the  sledge  only  got  into  the  water  once,  although  it 
would  bubble  up  in  the  tracks  as  it  passed. 

The  second  day  of  leaving  the  "  Assistance,"  we  reached,  in  the  after- 
noon, the  deep  bay  south  of  Cape  Osborne,  and  saw  Mr.  Grove  and  his  Meet  Mr. Grove, 
party  crossing  on  their  return.  We  encamped  together,  and  taking  from 
him,  the  next  morning,  an  extra  case  of  pemmican  to  avoid  the  necessity  of 
opening  any  caches  on  the  route,  we  each  resumed  our  travelling,  and 
Mr.  Loney  returned  to  his  ship, 
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Travelling,  &c. 


Cominiuidcu'  I'ullcii's        Tlic  aftcmoon  of  this  same  day  1  cached  tlic  ])r(jvi8i(>ns  brouglii  for  Ujc 
rrococdings.         purpose  from  tlic  "  Assistance,"  on  the  low  point  off  which  Lieut.  Jicllet 
jicach  tiiu Rii^ii  drowned;  moved  on,  and  on  Saturday  evening  got  on  board  the 

October  '22d.  ship. 

We  were  able  this  time  to  travel  on  the  ice  rouiiding  both  Point  Innis 
and  Cape  Spencer,  l)ut  it  was  very  })ad  at  the  former.  All  will,  however, 
improve  throughout  the  winter,  levelled  off  with  snow  drift,  &c. ;  and  as 
there  are  three  caches  on  the  route,  we  being  only  five  days  on  the  return, 
I  fully  exjDcct  the  first  spring  travellers  will  easily  get  over  the  distance 
l)etwcen  us  and  "  Assistance"  in  four. 

I  found  all  well  on  board,  and  those  officers  and  men  lately  joined  set- 
tling down  comfortably  in  their  new  habitation.    Yrom  the  master  I  learnt 
Effect  of  last  gale  on  ice  in  the  ^^^^^  ^^^^        hoth  in  Wellington  Channel  and  Barrow  Strait  had  l;een 
Bay  and  ship.  moving  about  occasionally,  but  no  signs  or  hope  of  any  animals.    On  the 

night  of  the  last  gale,  the  wind  being  from  S.E.,  was  therefore  blowing 
into  the  bay,  driving  the  ice  in  Barrow  Straits  to  the  northward,  and 
pressing  it  closely  home  on  the  ship,  giving  her  a  very  heavy  nip  and  heel 
over  from  to  three  degrees.  When  the  gale  moderated  the  pressure 
was  eased  off  by  cutting  and  blasting  ;  housing  got  o\'er,  and  winter  pre- 
parations commenced. 

Abstracted  Account  of  Proceedings  on  TJdrd  Journey  in  Wellington 

Channel. 

Leave  the  ship,  break  through  the  ice,  and  damage  provision.  Return 
to  ship,  re- victual,  and  proceed  ;  difficulties  of  journey  ;  meet  party  from 
H.M.  ship  "Assistance  ;"  pass  Cape  Bowden  ;  cross  Griffin  Bay  ;  pass  whale 
boat ;  heavy  gale  ;  critical  time  ;  gale  breaks ;  proceed ;  ice  broken  from 
shores ;  sledge  stopped ;  reach  "  Assistance ;"  boat  sent  for  sledge  and 
party ;  receive  orders ;  commence  return ;  meet  Mr.  Grove,  mate  of 
H.M.  ship  Assistance ;"  cache;  arrive  on  board  the  "North  Star"  at 
Beechey  Island. 


Summary  of  Distances  Travelled.,  October 1854. 


Miles. 


Distance  travelled  from  ship  at  Beechey  Island,  along  the 
eastern  shores  of  Wellington  Channel,  to  H.M.  ship  "  Assist- 
ance," in  latitude  75°  31' N.  .  -  -  -  53 

Returning    -----  -  -52 


105 


Whole  Distance  travelled  in  Wellington  Channel  in  1853. 

Miles. 

March  and  April   -  -  240 

July  and  August  -  -    239^^^^^  ""T^ 

°  L       launchmg  over  ice. 

October    ■  -  -  105 


Total  -  -  5841 


(Signed)       W.  J.  S.  Pullen, 

Commander,  H.M.S.  "North  Star/' 


F^nclosurc  No.  31.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
I'loccridinfTH oC  Commandcr  RiciiAUDs  to  Sir  IjOwaud  Bklciier,  C.B.  p 

fJoiri!IliUI(|(!l-  iiiclKinl.S,  ,,       <\n   ■     ,    ,  uA     ■  i  "at  i        o/-il  lo-o 

  _  I  Icr  Miijcsl^y  n  Sliip,  "  AssiHliUH'c,   Novombor  2om1;  18.i3. 

Sir,  Wiiilci-  (^iiarlci'M,  Wclliiinl.oii  C'linnnol. 

I  iiAVi'j  the  honour  to  transmit  to  you  a  journal  of  the  proceedings  of  the 
South-western  division  of  sledges  (late  vuider  my  command)  employed 
(hu-ing  the  spring  and  summer  of  this  year  in  the  search  for  the  expedition 
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under  Sir  John  Franklin  ;  as  also  copies  of*  the 
place  between  the  officers  of  the  division  and 
and 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Geo.  H. 


correspondence  which  took        Proceedings  of 
myself  during  that  service,     Commander  liichards. 


Richards,  Commander. 


Copy  of  Orders  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  to  Commander  Richards. 

(Confidential.)  Northumberland  Sound,  April  9th,  1853. 

Commander  Richards,  the  "  Sir  Edvs^ard"  Sledge. 

Mottoes. — Loyal  au  Mort." 

"  Sustine,  Abstine." 
"  Laus  Deo." 

You  have  done  me  the  honour  to  select  the  banner  which  bears  our  Northumberland  sound,  AprU 
family  crest  and  motto. 

Its  several  meanings  are,  "Loyal  even  to  Death"  ("yw-y^-w/aw"  having 
been  replaced  by  "«^<;");  Faithful  to  God  and  my  Country,  and  as  the 
ancient  heraldic  writer,  Guillim,  in  commenting  on  these  arms,  was  pleased,  . 
in  allusion  to  my  ancestor,  to  observe,  "  Virtue  alone  is  Nobility,"  so  have 
its  bearers  under  every  adversity  endeavoured  to  support  that  definition. 

The  second  motto,  not  on  the  banner,  is,  "  Sustine,  Abstine,"  "  Bear  and 
forbear." 

Your  own  "Laus  Deo,"  1  hope,  may  be  amply  recalled  to  your  mind 
by  the  success  Avhich  His  powerful  arm  may  grant  you. 

All  the  above  sentiments  have  an  intensely  deep  meaning,  and  under 
the  gallant  officer,  follower,  and  friend,  by  whom  these  banners  will  be 
displayed,  I  have  the  firmest  reliance  that  the  result  will  bear  out  my 
warmest  anticipations. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher 


By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majestj^'s  Ship 
"  Assistance,"  and  in  command  of  the  Arctic  Squadron. 

L  Whereas  it  is  expedient  that  a  special  examination  of  the  south- 
western shores  of  this  great  opening  into  the  Polar  Sea  should  be  made  by 
sledges  during  the  present  season ;  and  having  every  confidence  in  your 
ability  and  zeal  to  carry  out  this  important  measure  ;  and  further,  Lieu- 
tenant Osborne,  commanding  Her  Majesty's  steam  tender  "  Pioneer," 
having  in  the  handsomest  manner,  and  with  his  CListomary  zeal,  volunteered 
to  support  you  in  this  arduous  duty  :- — 

2.  You  are  hereby  directed  to  take  under  your  command  the  undermen- 
tioned sledge  crews,  and  accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Osborne,  proceed  via 
the  depot  already  established  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin  to  vigorously  search 
the  points  in  succession  towards  the  position  agreed  upon  with  Captain 
Kellett  as  the  rendezvous  of  1853,  viz.,  latitude  77°  00'  N.,  longitude 
105°  00'  W.,  or  the  nearest  coast  thereto,  where  I  fully  anticipate  you  will 
precede  that  party. 

3.  This  duty  effected,  you  will  deliver  to  any  officer  whom  you  may 
chance  to  meet  there,  or  deposit  in  cairn,  in  conformity  with  my  general 
order,  failing  to  meet  any  one,  the  despatches  addressed  to  the  Secretary 
of  the  Admiralty  as  well  as  those  for  Captain  Kellett. 

4.  Proceeding  with  the  run  of  the  land  then  in  sight,  I  must  trust  to 
your  own  judgment  in  prosecuting  the  great  work  of  our  expedition,  viz., 
to  search  not  only  for  our  missing  countrymen,  but  also  for  any  traces  by 
cairns,  drift  Avood,  or  other  indication  of  the  missing  expedition  having 
entered  this  sea  by  the  Wellington  Channel;  also  any  traces  of  the 
expedition  under  Captain  Collinson  and  M'Clure. 

5.  You  will  bear  in  mind  that  unless  the  state  of  the  ice  should  render 
it  probable  that  the  sea  had  at  any  period  within  the  last  ten  years  been 
free  from  ice,  and  been  in  motion,  at  the  entrance  of  any  bays,  inlets,  or 
channels,  that  no  valuable  time  should  be  expended  in  their  examination 
for  the  vessels.  Your  own  judgment  will  point  out  any  other  chances  of 
the  crews  having  sought  refuge  there. 

n.  Q  q  ' 
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Proceedings  of  C)  I  f  any  opportunity  occurs  l)y  siglit  of  (livcrfi,ent  objcctB,  which  rnav 

Commander  Kichards.  y(>^(]^qy  jt  expedient  to  separate,  you  will  take  the  northern  and  weKtcrnrnost, 
and  Lieutenant  Osborne  that  to  the  sonth-we.st,  taking  especial  care  tjjat 
your  rendezvous  is  so  .ycf  /rrrhj  Ji.rrd  and  iiudc.ry.hiod.  hy  I'olh,  purtjeH  that  no 
possil)]e  mistake,  misconception,  or  disappointment  to  either  jjarty  shall 
accrue. 

7.  The  oenerai  instructions  to  the  sledges  whicli  will  escort  and  remain 
by  you  for  stated  journies,  are  already  clearly  set  forth  ;  yoii  will,  there- 
fore, as  you  detach  them,  countersign  eacli  order  fnrnislicd  to  them,  adding 
any  further  directions  which  your  experience  on  the  journey  may  render 
expedient. 

8.  You  have  been  fully  provisioned  for  this  important  service,  no  thought 
or  caprice  has  been  forgotten ;  indeed  I  feel  that  the  minor  matters  of 
detail  have  rested  within  your  own  proA  ince. 

9.  Up  to  the  period  of  your  detaching  your  last  commissariat  sledge, 
you  will  insert  your  "  state  and  condition"  on  tlie  last  detached  orders  of 
the  officer  commanding  that  sledge,  and  you  ^vill  of  cf)urse  exchange  any 
men  that  may  seem  unable  to  hold  out. 

10.  In  the  pursuance  of  this  duty  I  must  urge  on  you  the  necessity  of 
system,  forethought,  and  precaution,  which,  although  probably  unnecessary, 
is  nevertheless  one  part  of  my  duty. 

11.  You  will  yourself  keep  a  strict  daily  journal  of  every  occurrence, 
and  cause  the  same  to  be  done  by  every  officer  under  your  command ;  the 
same  to  be  delivered  to  me  within  a  reasonable  time  after  your  return. 

12.  This  expedition  is  es])ecially,  in  addition  to  that  of  the  search  of  our 
countrymen,  one  of  science ;  and  I  need  not  remind  you  how  much  its 
pursuit  tends  to  sharpen  the  wits,  as  well  as  to  while  away  many  hours  of 
otherwise  sluggish  indolence  oi*  sleep,  when  snow  storms  or  low  tem- 
peratures may  confine  you  to  your  tents. 

1.3.  I  do  not  expect  from  you  sledge  loads  of  fossils,  or  whole  carcases  of 
mastadon  or  megatherium ;  but  sketches,  recoi'ds,  &c.  will  not  much 
encumber  your  head,  and  some  waistcoat-pocket  specimens  may  serve  to 
determine  important  desiderata  in  the  field  of  science.  1  will  not  say 
more — perhaps  I  have  said  too  much.    "  A  word  to  the  wise  is  sufficient." 

14.  Should  you  meet  with  any  officer  superior  to  yourself,  you  will  of 
course  show  him  these  instructions ;  but  he  is  hereby  strictly  forbidden 
in  any  way  to  interfere  with  your  command,  route,  or  proceedings. 

1.5.  On  the  other  hand,  should  you  fall  in  with  any  other,  your  inferior 
in  rank,  you  will  inform  him  of  jowx  intended  route,  give  him  (if  sent  on 
the  same)  a  divergent  one,  as  the  interest  of  the  service  may  point  out,  or 
instruct  him  to  seek  and  carry  back  the  despatches,  should  you  already 
have  deposited  them. 

This  last  duty  you  will  consider  paramount  to  any  other  route,  of  which 
you  will  then  be  the  best  judge. 

16.  It  is  needless  for  me  to  exhort  you  or  Lieutenant  Osborne  to  do 
anything  but  return  securely,  and  without  allowing  your  own  high  feeling 
to  be  the  standard  by  which  those  who  labour  under  you  are  to  be  urged 
forward.  It  is  the  retrograde  movement  which  tells  on  the  minds  and 
feelings  of  all. 

17.  Trusting  to  your  judgment,  and  to  Him  who  watcheth  over  all  and 
with  our  sincere  prayers  for  success  and  safety,  I  seud  you  forth  on  j^our 
nol)le  mission,  and 

Believe  me,  (S:c. 
(Signed)       Edward  Belcher, 

Captain  connnanding  Expedition. 

With  a  sealed  ])ublic  letter,  to  be  opened  if  any  superior  should  meet 
you,  read,  and  exhibited  to  him,  but  lo  be  returned  to  me  unopened  if  no 
such  cause  Jbr  its  use  pivsents. 

(Signed)       E.  B. 
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Copy  of  au  Order  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  commanding  Arctic       Proceedings  of 
Expedition,  to  Commander  Uichauds,  H.  M.  Sledge  "  Sir  Edward,"    Commander  Richards. 
Depot,  Cape  Lady  Franklin. 

By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.  S.  "  Assistance," 
Commanding  Arctic  Squadron. 

July  4.tl),  1853. 

Wheueas,  it  is  necessary  that  the  travelling  parties  should  immediately 
return  to  their  vessels  in  order  to  their  moving  to  the  eastward  : 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed,  on  the  receipt  of  this,  to  return  order  to  return, 
with  all  possible  despatch  to  this  ship. 

If  you  should  still  be  in  good  health  and  spirits,  or  you  should  find  May  te  varied  under  tte  M- 
Lieutenant  Osborne  in  a  better  condition,  I  have  no  objection  to  vary  this    '^^^"s  conditions, 
order  in  so  far  as  to  permit  you  to  take  a  fresh  crew  from  the  cutter,  and 
with  the  gig  finish  the  examination  easterly  to  "  Marshall  and  Goodwin's  " 
furthest. 

But  as  the  remainder  of  the  party  must  return,  you  will  (or  give  orders 
to  Lieutenant  Osborne  to  do  so)  arrange  to  meet  the  ship,  if  seen  advancing 
easterly,  somewhere  abreast  of  Parker's  Island,  or  Hungry  or  Long  Islands, 
in  her  course  towards  Cape  Beecher. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  H.  M.  S.  "  Assistance,"  in  Northum- 
berland Sound,  this  4th  day  of  July,  1853. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher, 

Captain  commanding  Expedition. 


Commander  Richards  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

.  Encamped  at  Point  Deception,      p^jj^^  Deception,  16th  April. 

Sn-,  April  16th,  1853. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  3-ou  the  arrival  of  the  division  under  my 
command  at  this  point. 

Strong  north-west  winds,  w^ith  low  temperature,  heavy  ice,  and  an  ac- 
cident M  hich  unfortunately  occurred  to  the  "  Reliance  "  with  the  light  boat 
in  passing  through  the  "  Queen's  Causeway,"  have  prevented  my  placing 
this  first  depot  within  six  miles  of  the  position  I  could  have  desired ;  but  I 
hope  to  make  up  for  this  in  future  marches. 

Hitherto  we  have  met  with  no  traces  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  ships  or 
parties. 

This  position,  which  I  have  named  Point  Deception  (for  the  convenience 
of  future  reference),  is  about  thirteen  miles  W.N.W.  (true)  from  Cape 
Ladj^  Franklin  ;  but  whether  it  is  the  west  point  of  a  bay  about  two  miles 
deep,  which  lies  immediately  to  the  westward  of  that  cape,  or  the  north-east 
extreme  of  an  island  in  that  bay,  the  thick  weather  we  have  experienced 
prevents  my  saying  positively.    I  am  inclined  to  think  the  latter. 

The  general  trend  of  the  land  is,  I  believe,  rather  to  the  northward 
than  to  the  southward  of  west.  Mr.  Grove,  with  the  "  Enterprise,"  will 
leave  this  to-morrow  morning  for  Northumberland  Sound  ;  and  I  am  happy 
to  inform  you  that,  although  the  weather  has  been  severe,  we  have  had  no 
casualties,  and  that  the  conduct  of  all  those  under  my  command  has  been 
entirely  satisfactory. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commanding  S.W.  Division. 


Commander  Richards  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

Encamped  at  Cape  Fortune,  Cape  Fortune,  April  24th. 

lat.  76°  25'  N.,  long.  103°  33'  W.,  about. 
Sir,  April  24th,  1853. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  division  under  my 
command  at  this  station,  which  I  have  named  Cape  Fortune,  in  latitude 
76°  25'  10"  N.,  longitude  103°  33'  W.  (nearly). 

Dr.  Lyall  will  leave  the  division  to-morrow  morning  with  the  "  Lady 
Franklin,"  for  Northumberland  Sound. 

Qq  2 


(  :m  ) 


Proceedings  of  Since  parting  from  the  "  Enterprise,"  we  have  been  passing  along  the 

Commander  Richards.    ^^Q^^y^  gj^Qj-c  of  a  group  of  islands,  which  T  have  calkid  tlie  J^eception 
Islands. 

This  coast  line  has  been  satisfactorily  examined,  l)ut  no  traces  have  yet 
been  discovered  of  the  missing  ships. 

The  strait  or  sound  between  these  islands  and  the  main,  about  six 
miles  wide,  I  reserve  for  examination  on  my  return. 

The  coast  is  very  much  indented  with  deep  bays  and  inlets,  but  as  all 
the  floe  we  have  been  lately  passing  over  is  old,  I  hope  to  be  able,  (between 
Lieutenant  Osborne  and  mj'self)  to  complete  the  search  of  them  all  satis- 
factorily this  season. 

By  the  "  Lady  Franklin  "  I  send  })ack  George  Harris,  of  t\nt  *'  Pioneer," 
(sledge  "  Reliance,")  retaining  Thomas  Marshall,  ("Assistance")  to  supply 
his  place,  Harris  suffering  from  pain  in  his  chest  and  cramps,  and  not  bemg 
equal  to  the  arduous  duty  yet  before  us ;  otherwise,  I  am  thankful  to  say, 
we  have  no  casualties. 

I  am  receiving  from  my  second.  Lieutenant  Osborne,  that  ready  support 
and  valuable  assistance,  which  his  experience  and  intelligence  so  well 
qualify  him  to  give  me,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with  the 
conduct  of  all  composing  the  division, 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commanding  S.W.  Division. 


Commander  Richards  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

.  ^  c,         „„^,   .    .,  Encamped  at  Point  Success, 

Point  Success, 29th  April.  ^^^^  ,^go       3^,,,       ^^^^  ^^-^  g,  ^q.,  ^  ^^^^^^ 

Sir,  April  29tli,  1853. 

By  Mr.  Herbert,  who  leaves  me  to-morrow,  I  have  the  honour  to  report 
to  you  our  arrival  at  this  point,  which  I  have  called  Point  Success. 

Here  I  intend  to  place  the  despatch  (for  the  Admiralty  and  Captain 
Kellett,)  as  being  the  nearest  position  to  the  rendezvous  which  I  can  attain. 

From  various  local  circumstances,  as  well  as  our  calculated  position,  I 
believe  that  we  are  at  the  north  entrance  of  the  Byam  Martin  channel, 
and  I  think  we  have  seen  the  land  of  Melville  Island  bearing  S.W.  (true), 
but  very  distant.  We  shall  probably  have  to  take  the  trend  of  the  coast 
(which  is  now  south)  for  some  miles  before  it  will  be  advisable  to  cross. 

Strong  westerly  winds  have  hitherto  so  retarded  our  progress,  and  the 
trend  of  the  coast,  first  N.W.,  and  then  S.W.,  has  rendered  our  course  so 
circuitous,  that  the  depot  of  the  "  Success"  is  placed  far  short  of  the  position 
I  had  hoped  for. 

Considering,  therefore,  that  the  remainder  of  my  resources  should  be 
entirely  directed  to  pushing  the  search  as  far  as  possible  to  the  westward, 
and  that  I  should  not  leave  more  provisions  in  my  rear  than  barely  suffi- 
cient to  enable  me  to  make  forced  marches  on  my  return,  I  have  deemed 
it  advisable  so  far  to  modify  the  orders  of  Reliance,"  Lieut.  May,  as  to 
keep  him  on  this  shore  foi'  a  longer  period  than  was  contemplated  by  3'our 
orders. 

I  shall  direct  Mr.  May  to  proceed  (after  conveying  the  boat  across  the 
Byam  Martin  Channel)  direct  to  the  grand  depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin, 
and  filling  himself  up  with  provisions,  to  return  to  Cape  Fortune,  and 
deposit  a  sufficient  qtiantity,  to  enable  me  to  examine  thoroughly  the 
deep  inlets  to  the  southward  of  that  Cape,  as  well  as  the  south  coasts  of 
the  arljacent  Islands.  I>ieut.  Osborne  will  trace  the  coast  to  Goodwin's 
farthest.  Mr.  May  will  then  be  directed  to  cross  the  Queen's  Channel,  if 
practicable  ;  if  not,  to  return  to  the  grand  depot,  and  await  my  arrival,  or 
that  of  Lieut.  Osbonic,  for  further  instructions. 

I  regi  et  to  say  that  we  have  ]iot  added  to  our  stock  of  provisions  by 
shooting.  Deer  are  numerous,  but  with  their  fawns  they  are  very  wary, 
and  hitherto  w(!  have  luul  very  little  lime  to  look  after  them. 

It  will  be  satisfactory  for  you  to  hear,  as  it  is  for  me  to  say,  that  I  con- 
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tinue  to  receive  every  support  from  my  second,  and  the  officers,  and  that     ^  Proceedings  of 
the  conduct  of  the  men,  under  circumstances  of  no  ordinary  trial,  is    Commander  Richards, 
unexceptionable. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commandino:  S.W.  Division. 


Commander  Richards  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 

West  Side  Byam  Martin  Channel,        West  side  Byam  Martin  Chan- 
lat.  76°  0'  30"  N.,  Ion.  106°  26'  nearly.         nel,  6th  May. 
Sir,  May  6th,  1853. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  division  on  the 
western  shore  of  Byam  Martin  Channel  this  morning.  The  "  Reliance," 
Lieut.  May,  will  leave  us  to  day.  I  have  directed  him  to  proceed  to  Cape 
Lady  Franklin,  and  carry  from  thence  to  Cape  Fortune  a  supply  of  pro- 
visions, to  enable  me  to  examine  the  inlets  to  the  southward  of  that  Cape. 

He  then  proceeds  to  Northumberland  Sound,  where  I  hope  he  will  arrive 
with  this  despatch  about  the  12th  of  June. 

Lieut.  Osborne  and  myself  proceed  to  the  westward,  with  39  days'  pro- 
visions on  each  sledge.  He  will  turn  back  on  the  17th  of  this  month  for 
the  grand  depot,  whence  he  will  explore  the  coast  to  Goodsir's  farthest. 

I  shall  probably  reach  my  "farthest  west"  about  the  6th  of  June,  be 
at  Cape  Fortune  on  my  return  on  the  12th  of  July,  and  at  Cape  Lady 
Franklin  between  the  20th  and  26th. 

This  strait  is  much  wider  than  I  was  led  to  believe  by  the  chart,  being 
from  its  N.E.  entrance  to  our  present  position  (the  nearest  land)  about 
40  miles.  It  now  trends  away  W.N.W.  Should  Lieut.  May  succeed  in 
crossing  the  Queen's  Channel,  he  will  probably  bring  you  intelligence  from 
Lieut.  Osborne,  but  should  he  not  fall  in  with  him,  and  neither  he  nor  I  turn 
up  before  the  first  week  in  August,  there  will  be  no  cause  for  anxiety  on 
our  account. 

All  is  going  on  well,  and  the  people  are  in  good  health  and  spirits. 

I  have,  &c., 

(Signed)        Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commanding  S.W.  Division. 


Memorandum  from  Commander  Richards  to  Mr.  Grove,  comm_anding 

Sledge  "  Enterprise." 

Memo. — Your  part  in  the  western  division  having  been  very  satisfactorily- 
accomplished,  you  will  proceed  to-morrow  morning  on  your  return  to  the 
ship  in  Northumberland  Sound. 

As  your  services  are  required  for  the  north-eastern  division  of  the 
search,  I  need  not  urge  on  you  to  use  all  the  despatch  which  may  be  con- 
sistent with  a  due  regard  to  the  comfort  of  your  crew ;  and  you  are  not  to 
touch  anywhere,  unless  any  unforeseen  circumstance  should  render  it  abso- 
lutely necessary  for  you  to  supply  yourself  with  provisions  from  the  grand 
depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  In  which  case  you  will  leave  a  statement 
in  the  tin  cylinder  there,  of  your  reasons  for  so  doing,  and  the  quantity  of 
provisions  taken,  for  my  information  or  Lieut.  Osborne's,  on  our  return  from 
the  westward. 

Dated  at  Point  Deception,  this  l6th  day  of  April  1853. 

(Signed)        Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commanding  S.W.  Division. 


Memorandum  from  Commander  Richards  to  Dr.  Lyall,  Commanding 

Sledge  "  Lady  Franklin." 

Memo.—  Having  accompanied  the  S.W.  Division  to  this  point,  in  latitude 
76°  25'  10"  N.,  longitude  103°  33'  W.,  being  115  miles  from  the  ship, 
you  will  proceed  forthwith  on  your  route  homeward. 

Qq  3 
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Proceedings  of  Steering  in  the  first  instance  for  the  S.W.  bluff' of  the  Deception  group, 

Commander  Richards,    you  will  erect  a  conspicuous  cairn  on  that  smnrnit,  leaving  there  one  of 

  the  records  with  which  you  are  supplied,  and  also  one  from  yourself,  with 

your  own  observations  on  the  appearance  of  the  bays  to  the  southward, 
and  whether  there  is  a  channel  to  (Jape  J>ady  Franklin  to  the  south  of 
that  group  Cof  which  from  our  observation  there  seems  little  doubt). 
Proceeding  along  the  coast  by  oui-  outward  route,  you  will  erect  another 
cairn  on  Deception  Point  (  the  extreme  point,  about  two  miles  this  side  of 
the  depot),  and,  if  possible,  an  intermediate  one  on  the  Sandstone  Point, 
or  on  any  other  convenient  central  position.  In  each  of  these  cairns  you 
will  leave  one  of  the  records  enclosed,  as  well  as  a  brief  statement  of  your 
own  movements. 

This  duty  perfoi'med,  you  will  be  free;  to  follow  youi-  original  instructions 
from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  but  bearing  in  mind  that  you  cannot  count  on 
any  supplies  from  the  grand  depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  which  is  not  to 
be  encroached  on,  unless  in  case  of  urgent  necessity. 

Dated  at  Cape  Fortune,  this  24th  day  of  April,  1853. 
N.B.—As  a  general  rule,  whenever  an  officer  visits  a  cairn  on  this  shore, 
he  will  note  the  time  of  his  visit,  and  the  route  he  is  about  to  take,  in 
addition  to  the  printed  form. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commanding  S.W.  Division. 


Memorandum  from  Commander  Richards  to  Mr.  Herbert,  commanding 
Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Success." 

Memo. — The  time  having  arrived  for  you  to  quit  the  western  divi- 
sion on  your  route  homewards,  you  wall  set  out  on  your  return  to  Northum- 
berland Sound  to-morrow  morning ;  you  will  erect  a  cairn  on  the  point  the 
division  encamped  upon  on  the  night  of  the  28th,  and  deposit  there  one  of 
the  documents  with  which  you  vrill  be  supplied.  If  circumstances  should 
favour  you,  you  Avill  erect  another  on  the  N.W.  point  of  Fishhook  Bay  (the 
nearest  point  to  the  Solitary  Mount).  Proceeding  then  straight  to  the 
depot  of  Cape  Fortune,  you  will  supply  yourself  with  the  six  days'  pro- 
visions left  there  for  you,  being  careful  to  secure  the  cairn  with  the 
remainder. 

The  S.W.  bluff  of  the  Deception  group  will  be  your  next  point;  here 
you  will  probably  find  a  cairn  erected  by  Dr.  Lyall,  which  you  will  visit, 
and  leave  a  record  of  your  proceedings.  Should  you  not  find  a  cairn  on 
that  bluff  you  will  build  one,  and  leave  a  document. 

From  this  bluff  you  will  return  by  our  outward  course.  Visiting  in  suc- 
cession the  cairns  on  Sandstone  Hill  and  the  N.E.  point  of  the  Deception 
group  (both  of  which  I  anticipate  Dr.  Lyall  will  have  erected)  ;  if  not  you 
must  endeavour  to  do  so. 

From  the  Deception  depot  you  will,  after  taking  your  five  days'  provi- 
sions (and  properly  securing  the  cairn),  return  direct  to  Northumberland 
Sound. 

Nothing  shoi't  of  positive  necessity  will  warrant  you  in  touching  the 
grand  depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin.  The  whole  of  these  provisions  will 
be  required  to  complete  the  search  to  the  westward. 

In  conclusion,  as  there  is  a  probability  of  an  early  disruption  of  the  ice 
in  the  Queen's  Channel,  J  nuist  luge  you  to  use  your  utmost  endeavours 
to  cross  it  at  as  early  a  ])eriod  as  possible,  and  you  will  at  every  cairn  you 
visit,  leave;  a  brief  record  of  youi"  proceedings  for  my  information,  -with  the 
time  of  your  leaving,  and  the  particular  direction  you  are  about  to  take. 
Dated  at  Point  Success,  lat.  76"  32"  30'  N.,  long.  105"  6'  W. 

(Signed)       («nu.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commanding  S.  W.  Division. 
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Memorandum  from  Commander  Richards  to  Lieutenant  May,  command-        Proceeding?;  of 

ing  the  Sledge  "  Reliance,  West  Side  Byam  Martin  Channel.  Commandoi-  Richards. 

Memo. — Circumstances  having  rendered  it  expedient  to   divert  3^011  w.side  Byam  Martin  ChanEei 
from  your  original  orders,  and  to  detain  the  "  Reliance  "'  on  this  shore  for  a 
longer  period  than  was  at  first  contemplated,  you  will  observe  the  following- 
instructions  for  your  future  guidance  : 

Recrossing  the  Byam  Martin  Channel  you  will  reprovision  yourself  from 
the  depot  at  Point  Success,  and  from  thence  pass  on  to  Cape  Fortune. 
Having  supplied  j^ourself  also  from  this  depot,  you  will  proceed  inside 
the  Deception  group  (should  the  weather  be  clear),  and  passing  along 
their  coast  line  at  a  conveMient  distance,  call  at  the  Deception  Point  depot 
for  your  provisions  there,  taking  only  sufficient  to  enable  you  to  reach  the 
grand  depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin.  Having  reached  this  cape  you  will 
reprovision  the  "  Reliance"  for  35  days,  and  return  to  Cape  Fortune 
direct. 

At  the  depot  at  Cape  Fortune  you  will  deposit  15  days'  provisions  for 
eight  men  ;  and  having  performed  this  service  you  will  return  to  the  ship 
in  Northumberland  Sound. 

Should,  however,  the  ice  in  the  Queen's  Channel  have  broken  up,  so  as 
to  render  your  crossing  it  without  a  boat  "  hazardous,"  you  will  return  to 
the  grand  depot,  where  you  will  await  further  instructions  from  Lieutenant 
Osborne  or  myself ;  the  former  officer  may  be  expected  at  that  depot,  en 
route  to  the  eastward,  about  the  20th  of  June. 

The  service  you  are  about  to  undertake  is  an  important  one  to  us,  and  the 
necessity  of  yourself  and  your  crew  being  on  board  the  ship  at  the  com- 
mencement of  the  summer  operations  is  equally  so  to  her. 

I  must  therefore  enjoin  you  to  use  every  dispatch  in  the  performance  of 
this  dutjs  and  you  are  not  to  devote  any  time  to  the  examination  of  coast 
which  may  in  the  slightest  degree  retard  your  progress. 

You  will  be  careful  to  secure  the  different  depots  as  you  supply  yourself 
with  provisions,  and  at  every  cairn  you  visit  you  will  leave  a  brief  record 
of  your  proceedings  for  my  information,  stating  the  time  of  your  leaving 
such  cai]-n,  and  the  particular  direction  you  are  about  to  take,  especially  at 
Deception  Point,  where  you  will  leave  any  information  you  may  possess  on 
the  state  of  the  ice  in  the  Queen's  Channel. 

Dated  on  the  west  shore  of  the  Byam  Martin  Channel,  May  6th,  1853, 
in  lat  76°  00'  30''  N.,  long.  I06°  26'  W.  (nearly). 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commanding  S.W.  Division. 


Commander  Richards  to  Lieutenant  Osborn,  commanding  Her  Majesty's  ' 

Sledge  "  John  Barrow." 

Sledge  "  Sir  EdAvard,"  lat.  76°  44'  N.,  long.  108°  40'  W., 
Sir,  Cape  Nsrth  West,  May  17,  1853.  Cape  North  West,  May  17th. 

As  in  order  to  carry  the  search  to  the  farthest  possible  extent  to  the 
westw^ard  that  our  resources  will  admit  of,  it  has  become  necessary  that  the 
two  remaining  sledges  of  the  western  division  should  separate  :  ■ 

You  will  proceed,  on  your  return,  to  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  for  the  purpose 
of  reprovisioning  the  "John  Barrow"  at  the  drand  depot,  and  examining 
the  coast  from  that  cape  to  the  S.E.,  towards  Goodsir  and  Marshall's 
furthest. 

Any  deviation  from  our  outward  route,  which  the  means  at  your  command 
may  justify,  will,  of  course,  be  desirable. 

The  indentations  on  this  island  to  the  eastward  require  to  be  more  closely 
looked  into,  and  the  south  coast  of  the  Deception  group  is  unexamined. 
The  bays  or  inlets  southward  of  Cape  Fortune,  and  between  it  and  Cape 
Lady  Franklin,  I  reserve  for  my  own  examination  on  my  return. 

You  will  visit  the  rendezvous  cairn  on  the  east  side  of  Byam  Martin 
Channel,  and  ascertain  whether  the  despatches  have  been  removed  by  any 
parties  from  the  "  Resolute  ;"  and  should  you  find  that  any  intelligence  has 
been  obtained  by  Captain  KeHett's  divisloii  of  the  missing  expedition  (of 
sufficient  importance  to  justify  the  step),  you  will  use  all  despatch  in  con- 
veying the  same  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher  in  preference  to  any  other  service. 

Q  q  4 
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Proceedings  ol'  Having  a  copy  of  tlie  orders  under  which  I  am  ;ieting,  and  l)eing  iully 

Quiander  Kiehardrf,  ac(iuaintcd  with  the  instructions  wliich  the  several  ollicers  have  received  aH 
they  have  quitted  the  division,  there  remains  htllc  for  ine  to  say,  hut  to 
put  you  in  possession  of"  my  own  intentions  as  regards  the  f  uture. 

I  shall  follow  the  direction  of  this  coast  as  far  as  provisions  will  allow, 
which  will  probably  be  till  the  6th  or  7th  of  June,  bailing  then  on  coming 
upon  the  missing  ships,  I  shall  set  out,  on  my  return,  eastward,  keeping  the 
coast  on  board,  and  looking  out  for  any  notices  from  you  of  what  you  have 
done,  or  have  left  for  me  to  do. 

Recrossing  the  Byani  jMartin  Channel  by  oui'  out\vai<l  nnitc;,  1  shall 
return  to  the  rendezvous,  and  from  thence  to  Cape  Fortune,  availing  myself 
of  any  opportunities  of  astronomically  determining  my  positions,  and  visiting 
the  neighbouring  high  land. 

At  that  cape  I  shall  probably  arrive  on  the  10th  of  July,  where,  taking 
in  the  supplies  which  I  have  directed  Lieutenant  May  to  place  there,  I 
shall  proceed  to  examine  the  southern  bays,  and  shall  endeavour  to  be  at  the 
grand  depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin  by  the  18th  or  20th.  My  further 
proceedings  woidd  then  be  regulated  by  the  report  I  shall  find  from  you, 
should  you  not  ha.ye  returned  from  the  eastward. 

Should  you  find,  on  your  return  to  Cape  Fortune,  that  Mr.  May  has 
already  deposited  his  supplies,  or  from  the  information  he  has  left  that  there 
is  every  prospect  of  his  doing  so  within  a  reasonable  time,  then  you  will 
remove  the  whole  of  the  depot  from  Deception  Point  on  to  Cape  Lady 
Franklin  ;  and  if  you  fall  in  with  that  officer,  and  it  should  be  impossible  to 
cross  the  Queen's  Channel,  owing  to  the  disruption  of  the  ice,  you  will  give 
him  instructions  for  his  future  guidance,  either  taking  him  to  assist  you  in 
your  search,  or  to  perform  any  service  in  the  immediate  neighbourhood  of 
Cape  Lady  Franklin  which  you  may  think  necessary.  In  the  latter  case,  it 
would  be  desirable  that  conspicuous  cairns  should  be  erected  on  any  pro- 
minent points  or  summits  in  the  vicinit}-. 

I  shall  hope  to  find  from  you  at  the  different  cairns,  on  my  return,  a  brief 
account  of  your  proceedings,  and  any  information  you  may  have  gained. 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  allow  you  to  separate,  without  expressing  the  high 
sense  I  entertain  of  the  valuable  assistance  I  have  received  from  you,  and 
offering  you  my  warmest  thanks  for  the  unvarying  and  cordial  support 
which  you  have  at  all  times  afforded  me  during  a  service  where  hearty 
co-operation  is  so  entirely  necessary  to  success. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 
Commanding  Sledge  "  Sir  Edward." 


Commander  Richards  to  Lieutenant  Osborn. 

Sledue  '■'  Sir  Edward,"  Capo  Lady  Franklin, 
Sir,  '  10th  July  1853. 

Immediately  on  your  return  here,  you  are  to  proceed  to  rejoin  the  ships 
in  Northumberland  Sound,  and  as  it  is  possible  that  they  may  have  broken 
out  and  be  in  the  Queen's  Channel  before  you  arrive,  you  will  look  out 
about  Hungry  Island  and  the  neighbourhood. 

Sir  Edward  Ijck^her  informs  me  that  he  will  "hang  on"  somewhere  about 
Cape  Beecher,  if  possible  ;  at  any  rate  ]?eechey  Island  will  find  him. 

J  leave  a  cylinder  with  records,  which  you  will  open,  and  place  in  the  cairn 
above  this  depot,  adding  your  latest  information. 

'Jlie  depot  is  to  be  buried  up  with  earth.  I  have  prepared  the  ground 
as  well  as  I  can. 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)       (J.  Henhy  Richards,  Commander. 


i'.S.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  your  sick  man  is  improving. — G.  H.  R. 
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List  of  the  Officers  and  Men  employed  in  the  Sledging  Parties  in  the  S.W.  Division  in  search  Sledge  Parties, 
of  the  "Erebus"  and  "Terror/'  Wellington  Channel  Division,  1853,  H.M.S.  "Assistance"  Western 

„  Jioute. 

and  "  Pioneer.   ^ 


AVESTEllN  EOUTE.     HER  MAJESTY'S  SLEDGES. 


Sir  Edwakd. 
Loyal  au  Mort.    Laus  Deo. 


JoHX  Bakrow. 
Be  of  Good  Courage. 


No. 

Names. 

Rank  or  Rating. 

Ship. 

No. 

Names. 

Rank  or  Rating. 

Ship. 

1 

Comm.  J>ichards 

Commander  - 

Assistance. 

1 

Lieut.  Osborn  - 

Lieut.  Comm. 

Pioneer. 

2 

Edw.  Humphries 

Capt.  of  Sledge 

2 

Jose]")ii  Organ  - 

Capt.  of  Sledge 

J5 

3 

George  Jefferies 

Sergeant  R.M. 

" 

3 

Thomas  Hall  - 

Gunner's  Mate 

55 

4 

Richard  Baylj  - 

BoatsAv.'s  Mate 

55 

4 

Samuel  Walker 

Carpentei''s  do. 

55 

5 

George  Edwards 

Carpenter's  do. 

)5 

5 

George  Wicketts 

A.B.  - 

55 

6 

Henry  Billett  - 

A.B.  - 

55 

6 

Thomas  Copeland 

A.B.  - 

55 

7 

John  Simmonds 

A.B.  - 

55 

7 

"VY.  McArthur  - 

A.B.  - 

55 

8 

Louis  Read 

A.B.  - 

55  j 

8 

Simon  Dix 

R.M.  - 

55 

Reliance. 

Ladt  Franklin. 

Go  forth  in  Taith. 

Speed  to  the  Rescue. 

No. 

Names. 

Rank  or  Rating. 

Ship. 

No. 

Names. 

Rank  or  Rating. 

Ship. 

1 

Lieut.  May 

Lieutenant 

Assistance. 

1 

Dr.  Lyall 

Surgeon 

Assistance. 

2 

Benjamin  Young 

Capt.  of  Sledge 

Pioneer. 

2 

James  Reid 

Capt.  of  Sledge 

55 

3 

George  Edey 

R.M.A. 

55 

3 

Thonaas  Isaacs  - 

Gunner's  Mate 

55 

4 

George  Green  - 

R.M.  - 

55 

4 

Jerim.  Galavann 

Cpt.  of  Forecas. 

5} 

5 

James  Sinnett  - 

A.B.  - 

55 

5 

Joseph  Barns 

Cpt.of  Fore  Top 

55 

6 

R  Robinson 

A.B.  - 

55 

6 

Gwm.  ^lunden  - 

Bd.  R.M.A. 

55 

7 

Tlios.  Marshall  - 

Cox.  of  Launch 

Assistance. 

7 

Samuel  Heayns 

Cooper 

55 

8 

Fran.  MeCormick 

R.M.  - 

55 

8 

William  Evans  - 

A.B.  - 

)5 

9 

Thomas  Mellisli 

A.B.  - 

55 

10 

Joseph  Anderson 

R.M.  - 

55 

Success. 

Enterprize. 

Success  to  the  Brave. 

Success  to  the  Brave. 

No. 

Names. 

Rank  or  lliiting. 

Ship. 

No. 

Names. 

Rank  or  Rating. 

Ship. 

1 

Mr.  Herbert 

Mate  - 

Assistance. 

1 

Mr.  Allard 

Master  - 

Pioneer. 

2 

Joseph  Abbot  - 

Capt.  of  Sledge 

Pioneer. 

2 

James  Robinson 

Capt.  of  Sledge 

Assistance. 

3 

Arthur  Dickens 

Cpt.  of  Forecas 

55 

o 
•J 

Thomas  Barber 

Sail  Maker  - 

55 

4 

Wm.  Batchelor 

1  Boatsw.'s  Mate 

55 

4 

Geo.  Quiddington 

L.arpen.'s  Mate 

55 

5 

George  Cousins 

Stoker  - 

55 

5 

Henry  Tranter  - 

A.B.  - 

55 

6 

Christopher  Allen 

A.B.  - 

55 

6 

Richard  Bex 

R.M.  - 

55 

/ 

Henry  Deller 

Sliip's  Cook  - 

Assistance. 

7 

Alexander  Baillie 

Carpen.'s  Cook 

55 

8 

George  Youngson 

Officer's  do.  - 

55 

8 

John  Clark 

Steward 

55 

9 

James  Poyer 

Carpenter's  do. 

55 

9 

George  Custance 

Stoker  - 

Pioneer. 

10 

Henry  Jones 

A.B.  - 

55 

!  1^ 

John  Green 

R.M.  - 

55 

11 

Isaac  Stallard  - 

i 

R.M.  - 

55 

1 

WiUiam  Wood  - 

Ship's  Cook  - 

1 

J5 

II. 
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ProcoedingB  of 
CommaiKlcr  Ric.liiudH. 


Outward  Koute. 
April  10th  1853,  Sunday. 
First  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  G;^. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.  l  lh. 
Course  and  distance,  5  miles. 
"Wind  and  weather,  N.E.,  .'j.e.m. 
Temp.,  Max.  9h.  p.m.  rain.-.'?°. 
April  nth. 

Second  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  85. 
Encamped  for  rest,  Sic.  ^^\h■ 
Course  and  dist.,  W.S.W.G'. 
Wind  and  weather.  N.  b.  c.  5. 
Temp.  7h.  a. jr.  +  2 

7h.  r.i\i.  +  1". 

April  12  th. 

Third  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  10. 
Encamped  for  res',  ^:c.  14h. 
Course  and  dist.,  W.  S.  W.  7'. 
Wind  and  weather,  N.W.,  4.s.q. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m.  +  2°. 

6h.  p.M-2°. 


April  13th. 

Tourth  J  ourney. 
Hours  travelled,  10-^. 
Encamped  for  rest,  Ac.  13^h. 
Course  and  dist.,  W.S.W.  U. 
Wind  and  weather,  calm,  h.e. 
Temp.  6h.A.M.  -  2°. 

6h.i».M.-2°. 


April  14th. 
Eifth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  9,^. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.  14,^-11. 
Cour.se  and  dist.  S.  40.  W.  7'. 
Wind    and  weather,  N.W., 
2.  6.  c.  g. 

Temp.  Ch.  A.M.-  Ch.  i-.m.-  11°. 

April  LOth. 

Sixth  Journey. 
Honrs  travelled,  10. 
Encamped  for  rest,  <S:c.  14h. 
Course  and  distance,  W.,  10. 
Wind  and  weather,  W.,  7.  c.  m. 
Temp.  Oh.  a.m.  -  17". 

6h. 

April  Kith. 
Seventh  Journey., 
Hours  travelled,  .'Jij. 
Encan'ped  for  rest,  &c.  20ih. 
Course  and  dist.,  W.  1)y  N.  .'i. 
Winn  and  weather,  N.,7.ti.  c.ni. 
'IVmp.  7li.  A.^i.—  \^>". 

(ill.  V.M.-  V.V. 


April  ]7t,h. 
Eighth  Journey. 


A  .Journal  of  the  PKO(;i;KnjNos  of  the  South-wcsfccni  Oi vinioii  of  SledgcH, 
from  Her  Miijesty's  Ships  "  Assiwtance"  and  "  Pioneer"  in  the  Spring 
and  Summer  of  1853,  employed  in  the  Search  for  the  Expedition  linder 
Sir  John  Franklin. 


At  .3h 

(vide  th 


P.M.  of  this  day  the  South-western  Division,  composed  of  six  sledgeg 
c  accompanying  list)  left  Her  Majesty's  ships  "Assistance"  and 


Pioneer" 


jpanying 
in  Northuml)erland  Sounc 


ajesty  s  snips  "  Assistance"  and 
The  afternoon  thick  and  sfjually, 
with  a  N.E.  wind.  Encamped  on  the  N.W.  end  of  the  Spit  Island  at  9h. 
15m.  P.M. ;  a  fresh  breeze  with  snow  drift  during  the  night. 

A  fresh  north  wind  and  thick  weather.  Started  at  7h.  4f;m.  a.m.,  follow- 
ing our  last  track  across  the  Queen's  Channel,  where  the  snow  had  not 
obliterated  it ;  the  ice  bad  and  hummocky,  and  the  work  with  the  heavily 
laden  sledges  laborious,  the  sails  however  helping.  J>unched  at  noon,  and 
proceeded  on,  camping  at  4h.  30m.  p.m.  on  a  good  floe  of  new  ice. 

Wind  north-westerly,  with  snow  and  thick  weather.  Started  at  7h.  a.m. 
steering  for  the  Queen's  Causeway,  which  we  had  marked  by  a  flag  on  our 
former  journey  ;  the  thick  weather,  however,  prevented  our  seeing  it,  and  our 
old  tracks  were  entirely  obliterated.  The  late  heavy  snow  drift  has  quite 
altered  the  face  of  the  country,  if  such  a  term  may  })e  applied  to  a  frozen 
strait,  30  miles  in  width.  The  ground  all  the  forenoon .  very  uneven,  but 
improved  afterwards,  and  at  4h.  30m.  we  made  our  flag,  about  half  a  mile 
distant,  but  a  very  heavy  road  between  us  and  it ;  at  5h.  we  encamped,  and 
picking  out  the  best  lane  we  could,  marked  it  with  poles,  in  the  event  of 
thick  weather  in  the  morning. 

Started  at  6h.  a.m.,  morning  calm  and  clearer  ;  saw  the  Cape  Lady  Frank- 
lin, and  land  to  the  westward  of  it,  I  think  a  group  of  islands.  Attached 
a  large  and  small  sledge  together  for  mutual  help  while  passing  over  the 
heavy  ground.  At  lOh.  we  arrived  at  the  flag,  the  entrance  to  the  Queen's 
Causeway  ,  and  passed  through  it,  though  not  without  accident.  The 
"  Reliance"  with  the  light  boat  broke  a  runner,  and  stove  the  boat  among 
the  heavy  frozen  pack.  The  carpenters  of  the  division  patched  up  the 
sledge  ;  the  "  Enterprize"  took  the  boat,  and  four  sledges  moved  on.  "  John 
Barrow"  showing  symptoms  of  weakness  remained  behind  with  "  Reliance," 
until  her  carpenter  had  put  some  strengthening  pieces  on  the  runners ;  both 
rejoined  the  division  at  2h.  p.m.  We  journeyed  the  rest  of  the  day  over  a 
comparatively  smooth  but  old  floe,  steering  for  two  remarkable  hills,  which 
were  named  "  The  Sisters,"  the  islands  on  which  they  stand  (for  the  present) 
the  Deception  Group,  as  for  a  considerable  time  we  could  not  detect 
whether  they  were  islands  or  a  part  of  the  main,  being  so  much  distorted 
by  refraction.    At  4h.  30m.  we  encamped. 

A  fine  morning,  wind  light  and  north-westerly  ;  proceeded  over  old  floe, 
not  very  good,  and  the  sledges  making  slow^  work.  hX  Qh.  the  wind  fresh- 
ened, and  M'e  came  to  old  hummocks,  which  took  us  an  hour  to  clear ;  the 
floe  then  better ;  the  strong  N.W.  wind  causing  frequent  frostbites.  At 
lOh.  A.M.  the  thick  w^eather  came  on  again  ;  and  at  4h.  30m.  we  encamped 
one  mile  from  Cape  Lady  Franklin. 

A  strong  wind  from  west  all  last  night ;  the  tent  very  cold  and  uncom- 
f(:)rtable.  Started  at  7h.  10m.  a.m.,  crossing  an  apparently  deep  inlet,  and 
steering  W.N.W.  for  the  outer  island  of  the  group.  After  noon,  the  wind 
lightened  and  drew  to  S. W.,  bringing  very  thick  weather;  made  sail.  Camped 
at  5h.  P.M. ;  no  land  in  sight,  but  we  must  be  very  near  the  Deception  Point ; 
since  noon  we  have  come  over  a  smooth  piece  of  new  floe,  the  snow  very 
deep  on  it. 

The  wind  shifted  to  north  last  night,  and  blcAv  strong,  with  heavy  snow 
drift,  the  temperature  fiilling.  Started  at  8h.  15m.,  the  weather  very  bad, 
but  it  was  absolutely  necessary  that  we  should  move  on  to  deposit  the 
"  l^lnterprize"  depot,  and  enable  her  to  return.  By  noon  we  reached  the 
D(X'e[)ti()ii  Point,  and  cainj)e(l  under  the  heavy  hummocks  Avhicli  press 
against  its  eastern  side.  The  weather  very  thick  and  blowing  a  gale,  frost- 
bites f'-equent ;  at  2h.  p.m.  we  completed  burying  the  depot,  and  built  a  large 
cairn  of  stone  over  it.  The  Avind  continued  strong  from  N.W.  all  night, 
with  snow  drift. 

Wind  fresh  from  W.N.W.,  l)ut  the  weather  clearer  than  yesterday.  The 
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"  Enterprize,"  Mr.  Grove,  left  us  this  morning  for  the  ship.    At  7h.  a.m.  the  Hours  travelled,  lo. 
division  moved  on  ;  went  on  the  smnmit  over  our  camp,  and  found  that  we  fiQ^^g'^^^^j^gf'  fj'^-  ^f'^- 
were  close  to  a  small,  good  harbour,  but  full  of  old  ice,  about  three  quarters  Wind  aud  weather,  w.n.w.' 
of  a  mile  wide  at  its  entrance.    Saw  five  deer,  but  had  no  time  to  shoot  f;^-^- 
them  ;  rounded  the  extreme  point  of  the  island,  and  saw  the  land  trending  W.  Noon-9^°. 
by  N. ;  the  floe  pretty  good,  and  apparently  just  here,  last  year's.  At  2h.p.M.         eh.  p.m.-9". 
Lieutenant  O shorn.  Dr.  Lyall,  and  myself  started  to  ascend  the  Sisters 
mountains,  but  we  had  underrated  the  distance,  and  before  we  got  near  the 
base  of  the  hills  the  wind  freshened  considerably,  and  we  were  obliged  to  con- 
tent ourselves  with  a  limited  view  from  the  summit  of  a  point,  which  I  called 
Sandstone  Point.    We  saw  large  quantities  of  moss  and  a  black  lichen  here, 
the  formation  compact  yellow  sandstone ;  the  bay  is  full  of  old  ice.  The 
division  camped  on  the  floe  at  5h.  p.m.  ;  eight  or  ten  deer  were  seen  to-day.  ^p^j^  ^g^j^ 

Started  at  7h.  15m.  a.m.,  and  proceeded  against  a  keen  N.W.  wind.    The         ■Ninth  Journey, 
floe  smooth  but  heavy,  from  the  deep  snow;  passed  the  Two  Sisters,  re-  Hours  travelled,  91. 


markable  hills,  about  700  feet  high ;  opened  out  a  third  to  the  eastward  of  comse'and'di'st,'  n!85°  w. 
them,  not  quite  so  tall,  which  we  called  "  The  Mother."    The  coast  here  is  wind  and  weather,  w.n.w., 
much  indented,  the  bays  full  of  old  ice,  but  a  floe  piece  outside  us  appa-  Temp!  eh.  a.m.-i3°.  ; 
rently  new  and  smooth.    The  weather  is  so  severe  that  we  find  it  impos-         eh.  p.m  -6°. 
sible  to  ascend  any  of  the  high  land  to  get  a  view,  but  there  can  be  no  doubt 
we  are  on  the  outside  of  a  chain  of  islands.    At  llh.  a.m.  the  wind  was  so 
cutting,  and  the  people  getting  so  constantly  frostbitten,  that  we  were 
compelled  to  pitch  the  tents.    Shortly  after  noon  there  was  a  slight  change 
for  the  better,  and  we  started  again,  camping  at  4h.  30m.  under  some  heavy 
hummocks  aground  on  a  point,  having  made  about  6h  miles  under  very 
unfavourable  circumstances.    Observed  the  sastrugi,  or  snow  wave,  to  lie 
in  a  W.N.W,  and  E.S.E.  direction,  showing  the  prevailing  wind  to  be  from 
the  former  point,  as  indeed  we  have  already  had  sufficient  proof  of.  Ap"i  ^^t^- 

A  strong  westerly  wind  this  morning.    Before  I  came  out  of  the  tent  I  j^^^^,^  tKiveiied*'io°^^ 
heard  the  people  exclaiming  "  why  there  is  land  all  round  us."    On  coming  Camped  for  rest,  &c.  uh. 
out  I  certainly  thought  I  saw  land  to  the  westward,  continuous  as  far  round  w-"T^j'^'^^^!'T^^"'^ir 

p  .  '  .  Wmd  and  weather,  W.  5.  c.  m. 

as  north  (true).  We  seemed,  mdeed,  to  be  m  a  very  extensive  bay  ;  dn^ect-  Temp.  eh.  a.m. -10". 
ing  the  division  to  proceed,  Osborn,  Lyall,  and  myself  ascended  the  highest  ^h^p'/*''^°' 
land  near,  but  before  we  could  get  to  any  great  height,  the  vapour  had  en- 
tirely obscured  what  appeared  so  plain  half  an  hour  before,  all  we  could 
make  out  was  a  point  of  land  bearing  N.  30.  W.  (true).  On  ascending  the 
highest  land  between  five  and  six  hundred  feet,  the  glare  was  so  great  that 
we  were  ill  repaid  for  our  trouble  ;  we  saw,  however,  the  summit  of  Cape 
Lady  Franklin,  and  the  strait  between  us  and  the  main  land  of  no  great 
width.  The  western  extreme  of  this  group  appears  about  10  miles  distant ; 
it  may  be  that  the  land  north  of  us  (if  it  be  land)  is  an  island  or  islands,  or 
it  may  be  a  continuation  of  the  south  coast  of  North  Cornwall,  at  any  rate 
it  leaves  an  amount  of  doubt  and  uncertainty  on  my  mind  which  I  should 
be  glad  to  see  cleared  up.  The  necessity,  however,  of  pushing  to  the  west- 
ward without  loss  of  time  makes  me  unwilling  to  go  over  an  unnecessary 
mile  of  ground  here ;  we  called  this  hill  Mount  Disappointment,  and  re- 
turned to  the  sledges  in  time  for  a  noon  latitude  (76°  45^  N.)  At  the  foot 
of  the  high  land,  we  passed  through  a  large  basin  filled  with  snow ;  the  sun 
was  very  warm,  and  heavily  clad  as  we  were,  we  experienced  a  feeling 
almost  of  oppression,  one  to  which  we  had  long  been  strangers  ;  on  coming 
to  the  floe  it  quickly  changed,  and  the  keen  westerly  wind  told  severely. 
The  formation  of  this  island  is,  for  the  most  part,  sandstone  in  loose  pieces, 
very  close-grained  and  compact,  some  limestone,  and  I  saw  a  little  slatey 
coal  on  the  surface.  Saxifrage,  moss,  and  a  black  lichen  very  abundant, 
and  on  the  knolls,  where  the  snow  has  left  the  ground  clear,  there  is  a  little 
loose  soil.  The  floe  was  good  and  smooth  until  Ih.  p.m.,  when  we  came  to 
old  ice,  and  at  4h.  30m.  p.m.  camped  upon  it.  Tried  the  coloured  glass 
horizon  to-day,  and  found  it  differed  9  or  10  miles  from  the  mercurial 

one.  April  20th. 

A  light  S.W.  wind,  and  cold  but  clear  morning.   The  wooden  thermome-  h^^^^,!.',;;,^^^^^^^  ' . 

ters  show  + 15°,  but.  Dr.  Ly all's  metal  one +  22°.  The  division  was  in  motion  camped  for  rest,  &c.'i3|h. 
before  7h.  this  mornine-,  steerino-  W.  by  S.,  in  a  state  of  doubt  as  to  whether  Course  and  dist,  s.  8o°  w.s . 

1        o'  ^        J,  ■   !_  ■       1         1  •  1  .        A  -J   Wind  and    weather,    S.W , 

we  are  passmg  along  an  open  coast  or  into  a  deep  bight.    Accompanied  2.  4.  b.  c. 

by  Mr.  Herbert,  I  went  on  the  summit  of  the  island,  about  400  feet,  Temp.6h.  a.m.-i5^ 

'  ^  6h.  P.M.  — ."i". 
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April  21st. 

Twelfth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  9L 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  li^h. 
Course  and  dist,  S.  60°  W.  6i. 
Wind  and  weather,  E.,  1.  b.  c. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m.  -  17°. 

6h.  P.M.  zero. 


April  2 2d. 
Thirteenth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  10  J. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  13jh. 
Course  and  dist.,  S.  52°  W  8'. 
Wind    and   weather,  N.W., 
2.  3.  c. 

Temp.  6h.  a.m.  +  2°. 
6h.  P.M.- 6°. 

April  23d. 
Eourteenth  Journey. 
Hovirs  travelled,  10. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  l^h. 
Course  and  dist.,S  50°  W.  8'. 
Wind    and  weather,    N.  6. 
o.  c.  m. 

Temp.  6h.  a.m. -3°. 
6h.  P.M.  +  2 


April  24th. 
Fifteenth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  8.V. 
Camped  for  i-est,  &c.  15),h. 
(jourse  and  dist.,  S.  50"  W.  9'. 
Wind  and  weatlier,  N.N.W., 
a.  8.  c.  m. 

Temp.  Oh.  A.M.  -  5°. 
Oh.  i-.M. 


April  2,5th. 
Sixt<  (  iilli  Joiirjicy. 
Jlonrs  travelled,  5^. 
Encamped  for  re»t,  &c,  184h. 


and  we  made  out  a  small  low  island,  a})Out  3  miles  long,  to  the  northward, 
witli  huTOniocks  of  ice  extending  for  a  eonsideraljle  distance  off  eitlier  end 
of  it ;  tliesc  hummocks,  and  the  island  raised  and  distorted  l)y  refraction, 
account  for  the  appearance  of  yesterday  ;  truly  deceptive  are  all  appear- 
ances in  this  country. 

Our  prospect  of  uninterrupted  advance  seems  now  more  favourable,  and 
I  am  relieved  from  a  good  deal  of  anxiety  ;  we  returned  to  the  sledges, 
having  walked  over  10  miles,  so  deceptive  are  our  estimates  of  distances, 
even  with  our  daily  experience  ;  we  had  no  idea  that  it  would  have  been 
more  than  3.  The  formation  now  is  cjitirely  sandstone  in  large  masses ; 
from  the  beach  the  land  is  low  for  al)out  half  a  mile  inland,  rising  with  a 
gentle  slope,  and  then  abruptly,  in  ridges  of  two  or  three  hundred  fi^et  high, 
running  east  and  west ;  the  highest  summit,  about  six  hundred  feet ;  vegeta- 
tion very  abundant,  and  a  considerable  quantity  of  good  soil  where  the  snow 
has  left  the  land  exposed.  The  floe  to-day  has  all  been  old,  and  in-shore  very 
rough  and  huramocky  ;  some  pressure  on  the  shore,  but  a  quiet  one.  En- 
camped at  5h.  P.M.  on  the  floe  ;  saw  the  low  island  to  the  northward  very 
plainly,  and  examined  it  with  our  glasses,  about  4  miles  distant. 

A  flne  morning,  with  light  air  from  the  eastward  ;  proceeded  on  at  7h.  a.m., 
steering  for  the  S.W.  bluff  of  the  Deception  Group  along  the  land,  over  a 
very  bad  and  hummocky  floe.  At  noon  got  a  latitude ;  saw  some  very- 
deep  inlets  to  the  southward.  Camped  this  evening  on  the  floe ;  the 
weather  fine  all  day,  and  the  sun  warm  ;  but  the  labour  to  the  people  with 
the  heavily  laden  sledges  over  bad  ice  is  very  severe,  and  we  have  not 
made  more  than  6^^  miles.  The  men  suffering  from  snow  blindness,  owing 
to  the  glare  of  the  sun  on  the  snow ;  pleasant  as  he  is  to  look  upon,  yet  his 
absence  would  be  almost  desirable. 

A  mild,  cloudy  morning.  Started  at  6h.  30m.,  and  steered  for  a  high 
bluff,  bearing  S.W.  (true)  from  us.  The  floe  old  and  heavy,  and  the 
strength  being  taken  out  of  the  people  considerably,  camped  at  5h.  15m. 
P.M.,  being  well  to  the  westward  of  the  Deception  Islands,  and  having  made 
eight  miles  in  nearly  eleven  hours ;  the  day  has  been  warm  since  noon,  but 
the  glare  very  painful. 

A  fresh,  northerly  wind,  with  thick  weather,  just  able  to  distinguish  the 
high  bluff  which  we  are  steering  for.  Started  at  /h.  a.m  under  sail ;  floe 
very  rough  and  old ;  the  "  Lady  Franklin"  should  leave  us  to-day,  but 
there  being  no  land  near  to  deposit  her  depot  on,  she  must  accompany  us 
still.  The  high  cape  obscured  until  3h.  p.m.,  when  it  cleared  a  little,  and  we 
saw  it  apparently  six  miles  distant.  Got  a  bearing  of  a  round  hill  about 
20  miles  distant,  which  we  called  the  Solitary  Mount ;  it  is,  probably,  the 
northern  termination  of  the  land  (N.  86°  W.  true).  At  5h.  p.m.  we  camped, 
I  think  about  four  miles  from  the  high  cape ;  the  iron  on  the  runners  of 
the  two  large  sledges  "  Lady  Franklin"  and  "  Success"  has  started,  owing  to 
the  rivets  drawing ;  they  are  too  slight  altogether  in  the  runners  and 
stanchions,  the  latter  have  nearly  all  given  way  ;  my  new  sledge  made  on 
board  works  well  and  is  strong. 

A  strong  breeze  from  N.N.W.  with  hazy  weather.  Started  before  7h-) 
no  land  in  sight ;  the  floe  covered  with  heav}^  old  hummocks,  but  the  wind 
helping  us  ;  large  sledges  capsizing  occasionally.  At  noon  a  perfect  gale, 
with  a  heavy  snow  drift ;  in  first  reefs,  no  land  in  sight,  though  we  have  consi- 
derably overrun  our  estimated  distance.  The  sledges  from  a  little  distance,  in 
the  haze  and  drift,  loom  like  ships  tossing  about  in  a  troubled  sea.  Took  the 
close  reefs  in  ;  at  3li.  .30m.  saw  the  low  land  scarcely  a  hundred  yards  from 
us,  the  high  cape  not  visible.  Camped  on  the  beach,  which  is  composed  of 
gravel  lying  in  rounded  heaps  or  hummocks,  formed  by  the  rUwsh  of  Avater 
from  the  higher  land  when  tlie  snows  melt.  A  bitter  cold  evening,  em- 
ployed preparing  the  depot  for  depositing,  and  making  arrangements  for 
the  departure  of  the  "Lady  Fr.inkh'n"  in  the  morning;  the  night  was  the 
coldest  1  reniemlx  r,  distressingly  so,  and  sleep  out  of  the  question  ;  the 
thermometer  nmst  have  fallen  very  low,  but  1  did  not  feel  inclined  to  go 
outside  to  register  it. 

A  cold  morning,  with  thick  weather,  but  the  sun  visible  ;  saw  our  high 
cape,  whic'h  proves  to  be  an  isolated  mountain  of  considerable  elevation,  one 
mile  in-shore  of  us  (S.W.  true),  called  it  Cape  Fortune.    At  8h.  a.m.  the 
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"  Lady  Franklin,"  after  having  undergone  some  repairs,  started  on  her  return  Comseand  dist,  n.w., 
to  the  ship.    George  Harris,  A.B.,  of  "  Pioneer,"  having  been  ill  for  some  SJ.'ri.rM':- 12° 
days,  and  unable  to  perform  his  duty  at  the  sledge  "Reliance,"  returned         Noon- 3° 
with  the  "  Lady  Franklin,"  and  Thomas  Marshall  (coxswain  of  launch)  of  e'l-r.M. 
"  Assistance'  was  retained  in  his  stead. 

The  latitude  of  this  position  is  76°  26'  N.,  longitude  103°  30'  W.,  and 
the  variation  180°.  We  called  the  low  point  of  our  encampment,  "  Mag- 
netic Meridian  Point"  (since  "  Cape  Gierke").  Some  traces  of  deer  were 
seen  last  night,  and  this  morning  Lieutenant  May,  with  one  man,  w^ent  to  trj 
and  increase  our  stock  of  provisions  by  shooting ;  they  returned,  however, 
with  only  one  white  hare,  but  had  seen  six  deer.  The  weather  being  too  thick 
to  get  a  view  from  Cape  Fortune,  I  postponed  my  visit  to  its  summit  until 
our  return.  The  formation  here  is  sandstone ;  saxifrage  is  very  abundant, 
and  some  withered  and  stunted  grass.  Having  refitted  the  sledges,  and 
deposited  a  good  deal  of  our  gear  here,  to  reduce  the  weights  (which  had 
noAv  become  actually  necessary),  we  started  after  the  noon  observation, 
steering  along  the  shore  N.W.  Camped  at  5h.  20m.  The  ice  we  have 
passed  over  to-day  is  all  old. 

A  thick  morning,  with.  N.W.  wind.    Started  at  7h.,  steering  close  along  ^p^''}  ^^th. 

the  coast  until  noon,  when  seeing  the  Solitary  Mountain,  we  struck  across  Hoiurtraveiied '9°^^^'^'*'' 
a  deep  bay  for  it.  The  wind  freshened  considerably  in  the  afternoon,  with  Camped  for  rest,  &c.  ish. 
much  snow  drift,  making  the  dragging  head  to  wind  very  unpleasant.  whiT  and'^'^eathei^' n' 
At  4h.  P.M.  we  encamped  under  the  Solitary.    All  old  floe  in  this  bay.        4. 7.  cm. 

One  of  the  officers  of  the  division  took  his  gun  this  morning,  to  try  and  ^h^F.u.'-&°.' 
get  some  deer  we  saw ;  we  saw  him  at  noon,  but  as  he  has  not  yet  returned, 
and  is  after  his  time,  I  am  getting  rather  anxious  about  him.  The  coast 
here  is  very  low,  the  connection  between  land  and  floe  scarcely  perceptible, 
favourable  for  sledging  on  late  in  the  season,  should  the  in-shore  ice  break 
up,  of  which,  however,  there  seems  little  probability.  Saw  a  fox  track 
to-day.  At  6h.  30m.  p.m.,  there  being  no  sign  of  the  return  of  our  com- 
panion, it  became  necessary  to  look  for  him ;  the  camp  was,  therefore, 
broken  up,  and  two  sledges,  lightened,  proceeded  by  different  routes  in 
search.  After  going  3  miles  back,  I  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  him ; 
it  was  satisfactory  to  him  as  well,  for  in  the  thick  weather  he  had  missed 
the  sledge  tracks,  and  was  much  fatigued,  having  been  all  day  without 
food  (a  lesson  to  me  for  the  future).  Camped  again  at  lOh.  p.m.  Our 
sportsman  had  seen  between  thirty  and  forty  deer,  but  got  none  ;  they 
were  very  wild,  probably  from  having  their  fawns  with  them. 

Fresh  wind  from  N.N.W.,  but  weather  clear.    Steered  N.E.  for  a  mile,        .  ^  ^p""!^  ^' 
when,  rounding  the  low  point  of  the  bay,  we  kept  N.  30°  W.,  following  the  Hours'travdied,  °o!'^^^' 
trend  of  the  coast.    On  this  point  (Cape  Fleetwood)  some  high  ice  c imped  for  rest, &o.  14I1. 
hummocks  are  pressed  up.    Mount  Solitary  lies  3  miles  west  of  it,  and  ^j'^'^f     '^^I'a^hjf '  n 
rises  abruptly  out  of  a  plain ;  it  is  about  400  feet  high,  but  from  its  utter  s.b.c. 
loneliness,  and  the  very  low  land  by  which  it  is  surrounded,  it  looks  much  '^'^'"P-  gj)' p^jiVso"" 
higher  from  a  distance ;  it  is  sandstone,  and  on  its  N.W.  side  scored  and 
cut  into  ridges  and  trenches  in  an  extraordinary  manner  by  the  effects  of 
time  and  the  melting  of  the  snows.    Osborn  went  on  the  summit  of  the 
land  this  afternoon,  and  saw  a  small  island,  its  centre  bearing  N.  (true), 
about  12  or  15  miles  distant ;  also  a  harbour,  close  under  him,  on  the  S.E. 
side  of  which  we  encamped  at  5h.  p.m.    The  floe  passed  over  to-day  all 
old ;  some  pressure  on  the  points,  but  in  the  bays,  quiet.    The  rise  and 
fall  of  the  tide,  I  should  say  about  4  feet.    Moss  and  saxifrage  very 
abundant,  as  well  as  a  lichen  which  the  deer  are  said  to  feed  upon. 

The  N.W.  winds  have  continued  to  persecute  us  (with  two  days'  excep- 
tion) since  we  left  the  Qaeen's  Channel,  and  the  sastrugi  continue  to 
indicate  that  they  are  the  prevailing  ones. 

A  fresh  wind  still  from  N.W.    Started  at  7h.  a.m.,  steering  with  the        _  April  2stii. 
coast  N.  42°  W. ;  passed  across  the  mouth  of  the  harbour,  which  is  ^^^^^"^^'^^11*^  Joumey 
full  of  heavy  old  ice.    At  1  Ih.  a.m.  got  some  bearings  on  a  hummock,  camped  for  re-st,  &c.  uh. 
and  found  the  coast  trending  more  westerly.    The  latitude  to-day  76°  38'  Course  and  dist.,N.  42°  w.  5j. 
N.,  variation  172°  E.  At  Ih.  30m.  p.m.  got  some  angles  on  a  shoal  a  quarter  wind  and  weathe^N.vv.s.  b.  c! 
of  a  mile  off  shore,  with  heavy  hummocks  grounded  upon  it,  the  greatest  t<^™p-  ^j^' 
pressure  on  its  N.W.  side,  as  it  is  on  all  the  points  we  have  passed ;  the 
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April  20tb. 

Twentieth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  lOij. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  \3\h. 
Com-se  and  dist.,W. S.W.I 

S.W.  \-8V. 
South  J 

Wind  and  veather,  N.W. 
2.  3.  b.  c. 

Temp.    6.  A.M.- 5°. 


April  30th. 
Twenty-first  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  7. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  17h. 
Course  and  dist.,S.b.W.iW.5i. 
Wind  and  weather,  N.,  2.  b.  c. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m. -3°. 
6h.  P.M.  +  16°. 


May  Ist,  Sunday. 
Twenty-second  Journey. 
IFours  travelled,  10^. 
Encamped  for  rcHt,  &c.  ISjli. 
CourHe.  iind  diHt.,  S.  b.  W.,  (/. 
Wind  and  wwitlier,  N.,  1.2.  b.  c. 
'J'cinp.  (ill.  A.M. -4". 
6h.  I'.M.  +  !■/^ 


land  now  trending-  S.  82"  W.,  anil  the  ice  improving,  I  think  not  older 
tlian  last  year's.  Saw  the  new  island  again,  12  to  15  miles  distant,  sub- 
tending an  angle  of  H'^j  and  from  300  to  400  feet  high  ;  examined  it  care- 
fully with  our  glasses. 

Much  vegetation,  and  some  fossils  in  lirncstone  seen  to-day. 

A  partial  thaw  had  taken  place  on  the  land.    Encamped  at  .'jh.  p.m. 

Started  at  6h.  45m.  a.m.,  steering  W.S.W.  and  S.W.  with  the  trend  of 
the  coast ;  the  ice  good,  and  not  more  than  a  year  old.  J^atitude  at  noon, 
76°  37'  N.    Saw  the  small  island  to  the  northward  again  to-day. 

The  trend  of  the  coast  still  more  southerly  ;  the  alteration  in  the  age  of 
the  ice,  and  the  loom  of  distant  land  to  the  S.W.,  leave  no  room  to  doubt 
that  we  are  at  the  northern  entrance  of  the  13yam  Martin  Channel ;  the 
sastrugi  are  also  following  the  southerly  trend.  At  3h.  30m.  we  steered 
south  for  a  prominent  point,  where  I  intend  to  place  the  depot  of  "  Suc- 
cess," as  well  as  the  despatches  for  the  Admiralty  and  (Japtain  Kellett, 
considering  it  the  nearest  position  attainable  to  that  fixed  on  as  the  ren- 
dezvous. At  5h.  30m.  we  camped,  one  mile  north  of  the  point,  and 
buried  the  "  Success"  depot;  saw  a  reindeer's  track  on  the  floe  coming  from 
the  westward.  At  lOh.  p.m.  we  distinctly  saw  the  hills  of  Melville 
Island,  covered  with  snow,  and  apparently  at  a  great  distance  (bearing 
S.W.) 

The  last  morning  of  April  was  a  beautiful  one.  Mr.  Herbert,  with  the 
"  Success,"  turned  his  head  homeward,  and  the  remainder  of  the  division 
moved  on  at  the  customary  hour.  Hauling  the  sledges  as  near  as  possible 
to  the  rendezvous  station.  Lieutenant  May  proceeded  Avith  a  party  of  hands 
to  the  summit,  to  erect  a  cairn  and  place  the  despatches,  Osborn  and  myself 
remaining  below  for  observations.  Sent  to  try  and  get  three  deer  which 
we  saw  on  the  hill,  but  failed.  At  lOh.  a.m.  the  parties  returned,  having 
built  a  cairn  9  feet  high,  and  erected  a  bamboo  with  a  pemmican  tin  on  the 
top  of  it.    We  called  this  point,  Point  Success. 

At  lOh.  30m.  the  division  moved  on,  steering  S.  by  W.,  over  rather  a  good 
floe,  the  ice  evidently  of  last  year's  formation.  The  land  about  Point 
Success  is  covered  with  moss  and  saxifrage,  and  the  soil  abundant,  but 
frozen  hard.  We  were  obliged  to  build  the  rendezvous  cairn  with  clods  of 
frozen  earth,  there  being  no  stones  ;  I  fear  it  will  crumble  with  the  sum- 
mer's thaw. 

At  noon  we  got  a  latitude,  76°  32'  N. ;  the  extreme  point  on  this  side  of 
the  strait  bearing  south,  distant  about  15  miles,  and  the  land  becoming 
higher,  with  deep  inlets,  such  as  are  described  by  Commander  Aldrich, 
whose  position  we  are  not  more  than  20  miles  to  the  northward  of. 

The  land  here  is  very  remarkable ;  hills  of  sandstone,  rising  abruptly 
out  of  level  plains,  cut  up  into  guUeys  in  all  directions  by  the  rivers  which 
must  run  down  their  sides  during  the  thaws.  The  high  lands  seen  at  a 
distance,  and  called  by  us  capes,  are  in  reality  mountains  of  sandstone, 
rising  out  of  these  low  plains,  sometimes  2  or  3  miles  in-shore ;  such  are 
Cape  Fortune  and  the  Solitary  Mountain. 

The  glare  was  most  painful  to-day,  causing  the  people  to  suffer  much  in 
their  eyes ;  one  of  my  men  is  entirely  blind,  and  another  nearly  so  :  every 
traveller  ought  to  have  a  pair  of  blue  or  neutral  coloured  spectacles,  they 
are  the  only  relief  from  the  monotonous  snow.  Digging  in  the  soil  to-day 
gave  the  men  with  bad  eyes  much  comfort.  The  warmth  of  the  sun  is 
certainly  an  agreeable  change,  but  such  are  its  drawbacks. 

Lieutenant  May  shot  a  ptarmigan  to-day,  and  fired  at  a  hare.  .  The 
ptarmigan  in  good  condition. 

A  fine  morning  ;  saw  the  hills  of  Melville  Island,  S.W.,  very  distant ;  I 
should  say  40  miles.  Last  night  my  people  shot  two  hares  and  a  ptar- 
migan ;  tracks  of  hares  in-shore  very  numerous;  saw  some  fox  tracks  also 
on  the  floe. 

Several  large  hummocks  of  ice  in  the  channel,  which  almost  look  like 
bergs  until  you  get  close  to  them.  Started  before  7h-  am.,  steering  S.  by  W., 
and  passing  over  one  year's  ice,  the  snow  deep  on  it;  sastrugi  ])ointing north 
and  south  with  the  trend  ol'  the  channel,  indicating  the  prevalence  ol' 
northerly  winds  by  the  direction  of  their  heads ;  the  land  seems,  to  increase 
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in  elevation  as  we  get  south.    Camped  at  5h.  p.m.    The  snow-blind  men        Proceedings  of 
are  better  to-day,  but  one  still  suffering  a  good  deal.  Commander  Richards. 

A  thick  hazy  morning.    Started  at  7h.  a.m.,  and  time  being  too  valuable  ul^d 
to  keep  this  shore  on  board  any  longer,  we  struck  across  the  channel  S.W.      Twenty-third  Joumey. 
At  noon  it  cleared  a  little,  but  no  western  land  visible ;  steering  over  a  Hours  travelled,  lo. 
pretty  smooth  floe,  but  the  snow  deep  and  heavy  on  it,  making  the  labour  course  and  dist.'  s.w.,  6'. 
very  severe.    The  old  worn  and  rounded  hummocks,  which  are  beginning  wind  and  weather,  s.,  5.  o.  c. 
to  show  their  tops  above  the  snow,  prove  that  we  are  at  present  on  more        °Noon  +  9°. 
than  one  year's  ice  ;  the  sastrugi  lie  up  and  down  the  channel,  and  are  a         6h.  t.u.  +  6°. 
good  guide  to  steer  by  in  thick  weather.    My  snow-blind  people  are 
better ;  a  cloudy  day  has  proved  beneficial  to  them.    Had  the  hares  for 
dinner  which  were  shot  yesterday,  and  they  were  very  good.    The  wind, 
though  southerly,  has  been  very  cold  all  day.    Camped  at  5h.  p.m. 

Started  at  6h.  a.m.  ;  a  cold  misty  morning,  with  fresh  wind  from  S.S.W.,  Twenty^ourttfjoumey 
steering  S.  40"  W.    Saw  the  promised  land  this  afternoon,  I  think  nearly  Hours  travelled,  10^. 
30  miles  off,  moderately  high,  and  covered  with  snow.    The  floe  to-day  course  and^d^isf' s  40°^ w'  7' 
smooth,  and  the  snow  hard  on  it,  which  makes  the  travelling  lighter ;  I  wind  and  weather,  s.s.w.! 
cannot  say  whether  the  ice  is  of  one  year's  formation  or  more,  on  account  1;  ^-  ^-  ™- 

T-^  ,  .-^  •   1        ^  T    n  •       1  •  ^    '       Temp.  6h.  A.M.  +  6°. 

01  the  deep  snow  on  it,  but  there  is  certainly  old  noe  mixed  up  with  it.         eh.  p.m. +  7°. 
Camped  at  the  usual  hour. 

A  hght  southerly  wind,  with  thick  weather.    Started  at  7h.  a.m.,  under  Twenty^fifth^Journey 
sail,  steering  about  S.  40°  W.    Got  glimpses  of  Melville  Island  during  the  uours  traveUed,  93. 
day,  but  saw  nothing  distinctly.    Wind  freshened,  and  drew  to  S.E.  before  Camped  f.ir rest,  &c.  ujh. 
noon,  the  sails  helping  us ;  floe  good,  and  snow  hard,  but  often  hollow,  the  winT  and  "^weather  °  s.s.e.' 
upper  crust  breaking  with  the  weight  of  the  sledges.  s.  c.  m. 

Saw  some  deer  tracks  to-day  (recent),  the  animals  coming  from  the         eh  pm +5° 
westward ;  there  must  have  been  three  or  four,  with  their  fawns.  Latitude 
at  noon  76°  10'  30''  N.,  variation  165°  E. ;  no  land  in  sight  when  we 
encamped,  at  4h.  45m.  p.m. 

A  very  thick  morning,  with  light  easterly  wind.    Started  before  7h.,      Twenty'^Sth  Journey 
steering  S.W.,  principally  by  the  sastrugi,  which,  as  we  approached  the  Hours  travelled,  loi. 
western  side  of  the  strait,  took  a  more  north-westerly  and  south-easterly  Camppd  for  rest,  &c.i3jh. 

.  rm       n  T  1  n        1  i  Course  and  dist.,  b.W.  8  . 

direction.  Ihe  floe  not  so  good  as  yesterday  ;  snow  softer,  but  no  hum-  wind  and  weather, e.. cm. 
mocks  ;  occasionally  a  tide-crack  and  slight  pressure,  but  the  whole  strait,  g^'pH +n° 
nearly  40  miles,  where  we  have  crossed,  is  a  smooth  floe  with  a  great  depth 
of  snow  on  it,  and  was  probably  not  open  its  whole  width  during  last  year. 
Saw  the  tracks  of  several  deer  to-day,  crossing  from  the  S.W.  towards  the 
land  we  have  left.  At  r.oon,  the  latitude  76°  5';  at  2h.  p.m.  the  mist 
suddenly  cleared  ofJ',  and  we  saw  the  land  5  or  6  miles  from  us.  At  5h. 
we  camped  2  miles  from  the  land. 

I  walked  to  the  shore,  to  see  whether  any  parties  had  passed  up  from 
the  southward ;  found  no  sledge  tracks,  and  returned  to  the  camp  at 
6h.  30m.  p.m.  The  land  on  the  coast  is  not  high,  300  to  400  feet;  we 
must  have  seen  a  back  range  from  the  opposite  side.  Very  little  pressure 
here  ;  but  on  a  low  point,  about  2  miles  to  the  southward,  are  some  very 
heavy  hummocks. 

A  thick  cold  morning,  wind  light  from  northward.    Started  early,  and         ^  TTnth'joume 
landed  at  8h.  a.m.  ;  pitched  the  tents,  arranged  the  depot,  repaired  the  light  Hours^trlvdieTV 
boat,  and  placing  the  provisions  under  her,  banked  her  round  with  stones  Camped  for  rest,  &c.  22h. 
and  snow.    The  crew  of  "  Rehance"  went  to  rest,  preparatory  to  turning  wTdln^w'^iSheriCrc^m: 
night  into  day,  which  system  of  travelling  they  now  adopt.    By  observa-  Temp.  eh.  a.m.-3°. 
tions  here  I  find  our  position  to  be,  latitude  76°  0'  30"  N.,  longitude 
variation  l6l°  E.,  and  I  believe  we  are  on  the  N.E.  point  of  Melville 
Island  ;  the  trend  of  the  coast  is  now  W.N.W. 

Sent  a  party  to  shoot ;  they  returned,  having  been  6  miles  inland 
without  seeing  a  single  trace  of  any  animal.  This  land  seems  far  more 
desolate  than  that  we  have  left ;  much  more  snow  on  it,  and  little  or  no 
vegetation  ;  loose  fragments  of  worn  and  rounded  sandstone  lie  under  the 
snow,  but  no  soil  whatever.  The  land  rises  in  ridges,  and  no  possibility  of 
finding  any  summit.  The  "  Rehance"  (Lieutenant  May)  left  us  at  8h.  p.m., 
en  route  to  the  grand  depot  at  Cape  Lady  Franklin. 

A  fine  but  cold  morninff,  with  liarht  wind  from  W.N.W. 

™  .  .  ■      •  1  1  May  7th. 

The  two  remaining  sledges  moved  on  at  7h.  a,m.,  steering  along  the     Twenty-eighth  Journey. 
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ITouvs  ti'aviilh'd,  10. 
Campod  for  rest,  &('..  14!i. 
Coui'ho  and  distance,  W.N.W., 
W.,  K'. 

Wi  ld  and  wcatiicr,  W.N.W., 
3.  b.  c. 

TomiJ.  fill.  A.M. -8°. 
Gil.  P.M.  +  0". 


May  8th,  Sunday. 
Twenty-iiintli  .Tourney. 
Hours  travelled,  1 0. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  14h. 
Course  and  distance,  S.  G6°  W. 

Wind  and  weather,  W.,  3,  c.  m. 
Temp.  Gh.  a.m.,  zero. 

Noon,  +  6°. 

6h.  P.M. 

May  9  th. 
Thirtieth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  7^. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  1  G^h. 
Course  and  distance,  V/.S.W.  5'. 
Wind  and  weather,  W.N.W. 
6.  8.  c.  m. 

Temp.  Gil.  a.m.  +  8°. 
Gh.  P.M. 

Night  travelling. 
May  10  th. 
Thirty-first  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  9i. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  I4ih. 
Course  and  distance,  W.,  7V. 
Wind  and  weather,  W.N.W., 
S.  g.  m. 

Temp.  8h.  a.m.  +  19°. 
8h.  P.M.  +  1-3". 


May  11  th. 
Thirty-second  Journey. 
Hours  Iravelled,  8{,. 
Cainp:.'d  lor  rest,  &c.  l.'iAli. 
Course  and  dint.,  N.W.,  No.  7'. 
Wind  and  weather,  N.  W.  b:  cm. 
Temp.  8h.  p.m.  +  13". 

Gil.  A.M. 


May  i'Zth. 
'I'liirty-tliird  Journey. 
I  [ouiH  travelled,  10. 
Camped  for  rest,  kc.  14b. 

CouPHi!  and  dint.,-i  >i. 

Wind  and  weather,  N,W.,  4.  b.c. 
Teiup.  fih.       +  8". 
Uh.  A.M. 


coast,  '['lie  land  running'  in  ridgCB;  passed  some  deep  ravines  with  glaciers 
in  them  ;  behind  thc  second  range,  a  higher  one,  about  600  feet.  A  row 
of  hiimmocks  along  the  tide-ci-tick  defines  the  shore,  otherwise  it  would  be 
4iffieult  to  say  where  it  began,  rising  so  very  gradually  as  it  does;  passed 
a  good  harbour  formed  by  a  spit  of  low  lund,  t)ut  full  of  old  ice.  .Saw  a 
ptannigtui  on  the  floe  ;  two  of  theni  visited  our  camp  last  night. 

At  noon  the  land  trended  more  westerly,  the  sastrugi  taking  the  direc- 
tion of  the  coast.  At  .3h.  i'..m.  we  came  to  a  very  old  hummock,  30  feet 
high,  aground  on  a  point.  From  his  summit  we  got  a  good  view  of  the 
land  to  the  westward,  the  extreme  bearing  rather  to  the  southward  of  west. 
Saw  a  deep  opening  or  harbour,  a  very  remarkable  bluff  headland  marking 
its  entrance. 

Camped  at  .5h.  p.m.  on  tlic  floe,  and  visited  the  shore ;  found  the  land 
much  improved,  abundance  of  moss  and  lichen  ;  the  snov/  still  lying  very 
deep  in  most  places.  Several  traces  of  deer  were  seen  to-day,  all  passing 
from  the  westward,  and  leaving  this  land ;  also  one  or  two  of  foxes  and 
wolves.    A  good  deal  of  limestone  on  the  beach,  some  of  it  fossiliferous. 

A  very  thick  and  cold  morning,  with  light  Avcsterly  wind.  Started  at 
6h.  40m.  A.M. ;  traces  of  deer  going  easterly  very  numerous.  A  snow-bunting, 
the  first  v/e  have  seen  for  the  season,  visited  us  to-day.  Latitude  at  noon, 
76°  2'  SO"  N.  At  3h.  p.m.  the  weather  cleared  a  little,  and  we  saw  the 
land;  at  4h.  45m.  we  encamped,  6  or  7  miles  from  the  remarkable  bluff' 
seen  yesterday.  Last  night  the  men  went  to  try  for  some  game.  They 
saw  the  tracks  of  musk  oxen — the  ground  a  good  deal  torn  up  by  them — 
but  shot  nothing. 

A  strong  breeze  from  W.N.W.,  with  very  thick  weather.  Started  at 
6h.  30m. ;  the  wind  increasing  considerably,  and  being  right  ahead,  made 
the  dragging  veiy  disagreeable  ;  the  people  muffled  up  in  masks  and  spec- 
tacles, the  snow  drift  very  heavj-.  At  2h.  p.m.  we  were  obliged  to  encamp, 
which  we  did  among  old  hummocks  not  far  from  the  shore,  though  the 
weather  is  too  thick  to  see  it.  The  ice  appears  much  older  and  rougher 
as  we  approach  the  land ;  the  snow  from  2  to  3  feet  thick  on  it. 

A  stormy  night  the  last  one,  succeeded  by  an  equally  severe  morning, 
snowing  and  drifting  heavily.  We  were  confined  to  our  tents  to-day,  for 
the  first  time,  and  found  the  hours  pass  very  heavily ;  eight  people  crammed, 
into  a  small  tent,  unless  they  are  asleep,  anything  but  comfortable. 

It  moderated  a  little  towards  evening,  and  we  found  ourselves  3  miles 
off  shore.  As  we  had  contemplated  night  travelling  shortly,  I  took  this 
opportunity  of  commencing  it,  and  gaining  a  march  by  the  transaction.  At 
6h.  30m.  P.M.,  therefore,  we  started,  and  passed  a  very  unpleasant  day,  or 
rather  night.  Steering  west,  we  passed  several  small  bays,  the  land  trending 
N.W.,  but  the  weather  too  thick  to  see  much.  Pitched  the  tents  at  4h.  a.m. 
in  a  deep  bay,  a  remarkable  conical  hill  in  the  depth  of  it.  At  6h.  a.m., 
the  weather  clearing  a  little,  two  of  the  men  vfent  to  shoot ;  they  saw  nine 
deer,  but  retui-ned  imsuccessful,  after  a  four  hours'  chase. 

The  gale  increased  again,  and  continued  all  day  (our  night),  with  heavy 
drift.  Endeavoured  to  get  a  latitude  at  noon,  but  the  snow  drift  rendered 
it  impossible. 

At  8h.  P.M.  the  weather  moderated,  but  remained  thick.  Started,  steering 
N.W.  and  N.  with  the  coast,  until  4h.  30in.  a.m.,  when  we  camped,  the 
extreme  of  the  land,  a  low  point,  bearing  considerably  to  the  eastward  of 
north.  The  latitude  at  noon,  76°  UV  N.,  variation  151°  E.  ;  Aveather  very 
thick,  and  no  land  visible. 

We  find  the  night  travelling  very  disagreeable  yet ;  it  is  certainly  like 
going  back  a  fortnight  in  the  season,  and  it  takes  some  time  to  reconcile 
the  ajipcifite  tuid  rest  to  the  change.  It  is  absolutely  necessary,  however, 
to  prevent  the  snovv-l)lindncss,  cold  and  cheerless  as  thc  nights  ore. 

Starledat  6h.20in.  p.m.  windnioderafe  from  N.W.  Steered  ibrthe  lownorth 
extreme  ;  saw  two  musk  oxen  on  the  land  ;  Osborn  went  in  chase.  At  llh. 
a.m.  we  arrived  at  thc  lowpoint,and  got  some  observationson  it.  Saw  thc  land 
trending  N.  by  W.,  and  a  very  distiuit  high  cape  showing  o\'er  the  lowland, 
and  healing  iN.N.  VV.  Osborn  returned  at  noon,  having  marked  the  oxeiidown; 
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but  his  ammunition  running  short,  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  risk  their        Prooeedings  of 
loss  by  an  ill-advised  attack.  Commander  Richards. 

We  buried  a  five  days'  depot  on  this  point,  and  sending  the  sledges  on,  he 
and  I  started  at  Ih.  p.m.  to  try  and  get  the  animals.  In  an  hour  we  sighted 
them,  when  they  made  off  at  a  good  pace,  but  shortly  stopped,  and  allowed 
us  to  approach  them  cautiously  within  50  yards,  when  we  shot  them,  a  cow 
and  a  young  calf,  both  small.  Rejoined  the  sledges  at  4h.  30m.,  and  light- 
ening them,  we  sent  them  for  the  musk  ox.  They  returned  with  them 
shortly  after  lOh.  a.m.    The  latitude  at  noon,  76°  1 6'  30"  N. 

Skinned  and  cut  up  the  musk  oxen ;  one  weighing  1 50lbs.,  the  other  SOlbs. ;      ThirtSnh  joume 
buried  a  part  of  them  for  our  return,  and  proceeded  on  at  7h.  30m.  p.m.    A  Hours  travelled,  9. 
fine  evening,  but  cold  ;  the  mirage  distorting  the  land  in  an  extraordinarv  ^^^p^'^  Coyest,  &c.  ish. 

1  -11  \     ^.^  -       •     tr.  •      T.  J  ^'■^^i.xA.iixaLj   Course  and  dist.,  N.'40°  W.  6 

manner;  the  hills  constantly  varymg  m  their  shape  and  appearance.    The  wind  and  weather,  "caim,  b  c 
coast  trending  N.N.W.,  and  about  150  feet  high,  fronted  by  flat  beaches,        Hi^-^'- 1 
terminating  in  hummocks  of  pressed-up  gravel,  or  rather  soil,  which  is  now        eh.  a,m. 
very  abundant  (stones  are  scarce) ;  indeed,  we  are  obliged  generally  to  build 
our  beacons  of  gravel  or  earth.  Osborn  shot  a  deer  to-day;  a  doe  weighing 
about  60  or  70lbs.,  which  was  divided  among  the  sledge  crews.    The  musk 
calf  shot  yesterday  w^as  very  good,  no  taste  whatever  of  musk  about  it ;  we 
find  the  fuel,  however,  insufficient  to  cook  it. 

A  very  fine  clear  evening,  with  a  light  wind  from  the  southward,  and  ^^''^ 
much  refraction.  „  Thirty-Mh  joumey. 

Hours  travelled,  10. 

Started  at  6h.  p.m.,  steering  over  old  floe,  about  N.  16°  W.,  for  the  SZfa?ddTsf  n''' 
remarkable  cape  seen  some  days'  past.    At  midnight,  the  wind  freshened,  Wi^Md  weather,' i.sl'b^ 
and  the  thermometer  fell  to  zero.    Made  sail ;  saw  no  land  outside  the  bold  Temp,  e^^p^i.  +  6°. 
steep  headland  ;  and  it  is  probably  the  termination  of  the  northern  trend.         eh.  1m^+3°. 

In  this  bay  we  saw  many  deer,  and  some  fox  tracks  on  the  floe ;  found 
ourselves  obliged  to  give  up  the  fresh  meat,  as  it  involves  too  great  an 
expenditure  of  fuel ;  and  there  seems  but  little  chance  of  increasing  our 
stock,  as  neither  bears  or  seals  have  been  seen  since  we  left  the  Queen's 
Channel.  A  strong  breeze  from  S.E.  has  blown  all  day  (a  rare  occurrence 
here). 

Started  at  7h.  p.m.  ;  a  hazy  evening,  with  a  strong  S.S.E.  wind.    The  May  15th. 

floe  very  heavy  and  slippery;  steering  for  the  N.W.  cape.  Camped  at  bo^^!ZT£'^ 'r^'"' 
4h.  30m.  A.M. ;  still  five  or  six  miles  from  it.    Found  it  very  warm  in  the  Camped  for  rest,  &c.  ]uh. 

tpnf  HnririD-  the  Hav  Course  and  distance,  N.W.,  S'. 

tent  QUI  mg  tne  aay .  ^  y^.^^     weather,  s.s.e.,6.  b.c 

Started  at  6h.  40m.  p.m.;  the  ice  very  hummocky,  and  older  as  we        eh.' I'm  1 13° 
approached  the  shore.    At  lOh.  p.m.,  Osborn  and  myself  landed  on  this  truly 
remarkable  cape  ;  the  sledges  arriving  half  an  hour  later. 

We  ascended  the  hill  at  once,  taking  all  hands  with  us  to  build  a  large  May  leth. 

beacon.    The  land  very  steep,  and  the  sides  of  the  hill  covered  with  snow.  ^  Thiity-seventh  Journey. 
On  arriving  at  the  summit,  the  mist  was  so  thick  over  the  land,  that  we  saw  Ca°mped*^forrest!  &c'.  icih. 
nothing  but  near  objects,  and  my  theodolite  was  of  little  use.    Built  a  large         ^^'^      ^-  ^'^"  'w., 
cairn  of  stones,  hoisted  the  union,  and  deposited  records,  &c.  Temp.^ch,  plL^Ti'd^^.  ^'^ 

This  hill  is  about  6OO  feet  high,  and  is  cut  up  in  an  extraordinary  manner 
by  watercourses,  100  feet  or  more  in  perpendicular  depth,  running  in  every 
direction.  The  lower  land  is  sandstone  ;  on  the  summit  are  large  masses  of 
lime,  and  I  think  some  granite.  Mica  (at  least  so  I  take  it  to  be)  is  very 
abundant  in  the  cliffs,  which  are  bared  by  the  melting  of  the  snows.  The 
surface  soil  is  covered  with  a  red  and  green  coloured  earth,  resembling  the 
dust  of  copper  ore.  The  wind  blew  very  strong  on  the  hill,  but  it  Avas 
calm  enough  below ;  and  after  luncheon  we  carried  the  sledges  on  2  or  3 
miles,  to  the  extreme  of  the  cape,  where  we  camped,  and  prepared  for 
Osborn's  departure,  as  he  leaves  me  this  evening. 

Deposited  five  days'  provisions  here  for  my  return,  also  our  blanket  cover 
and  some  specimens,  to  lighten  our  weights.  The  "  Sir  Edward"  was  then 
completed  to  39  days'  provisions  from  the  "  John  Barrow,"  bringing  the 
crew  again  to  full  weights. 

The  latitude  of  this  cape  is  76°  45'  N. ;  and  the  longitude  108°  45'  W. 
A  good  deal  of  Iceland  moss  on  the  land,  but  little  other  vegetation,  owing 
to  the  heavy  floods  from  the  melting  of  the  snows.    Shot  one  ptarmigan, 
11.  S  s 
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ProcccilingH  of 
Commander  llichards. 


May  17tli. 
Thirty-eighth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,,  fii- 
Camped  for  rest  &c.  17ili. 
Course  and  dist.,  N.W.  (/. 
Wind  and  -weather.N.W.,  3.c.nj. 
Temp.  6h.  P.M.  +  24°. 


Meet  Lieutenant  Hamilton. 


May  1 8th. 
Thirty-ninth  Journey 
IJourB  trav(;llc'd,  I04. 
('anipc'd  for  rest,  Ike,  I/i^li. 
Course  and  (list.,  N.  40"  W.,  .1', 
S,  CO"  W.,  !()'. 
\Vindandwefttlic'r,S.W.2.'l.c,m, 
Teuip.  6h.  P.M.  +  30". 
Oh,  A.M.  +  4(1". 


From  tlic  suiniiilt  of  our  camping  place  this  morning,  we  saw  a  low  point, 
about  9  miles  distant,  bearing  N.W. 

This  evening  we  parted  from  oiii'  last  sledge,  and  ceased  to  l)c  a 
"division."  Osborn,  with  "John  Barrow"  (after  giving  me  everything 
but  barely  sufficient  to  enable  him  to  reach  his  last  depot),  returned 
en  route  to  examine  the  unexplored  coast  between  Cape  Lady 
Franklin  and  Goodsir  and  Marshall's  farthest ;  and  the  "Sir  Kdward" 
moved  on  in  search  of  new  discoveries.  We  were  full  of  hope  (although  as 
yet  no  traces  of  the  missing  expedition  had  been  discovered).  We  had 
examined  300  miles  of  new  coast,  and  were  good  for  200  more.  The  people 
in  good  health  and  spirits  ;  though  it  must  ho.  confessed  somewhat  lower  in 
bodil}'  strength  than  when  they  left  the  ship ;  and  we  had  every  reason  to 
hope,  that  with  the  resources  at  our  command,  we  should  get  to  the  west- 
ward of  Melville  Island,  and  find,  at  any  rate,  some  indications  of  those  we 
came  to  seek,  should  they  have  ever  entered  the  Polar  Sea.  At  6h.  30m.  p.m., 
then,  we  parted,  with  the  customary  cheers  ;  and  the  sledges  were  soon  out 
of  sight  of  each  other,  we  steerhig  N.W.  in  a  dense  fog,  with  a  light  S.W. 
wind.  At  Ih.  p.m.  to  our  great  surprise,  we  crossed  a  sledge  track,  which 
appeared  very  recent.  I  immediately  halted  the  sledge,  and  followed  them 
back  to  the  eastward.  After  an  hour's  quick  walking,  we  saw  an  encamp- 
ment, and,  on  coming  up  to  it,  found  it  to  be  a  party  from  the  "  Resolute," 
under  Lieutenant  Hamilton.  The  surprise  of  himself  and  his  party  may 
be  imagined,  at  being  awoke  from  their  dreams  by  the  hail  of  a  stranger. 

From  Lieutenant  H.  we  learned  the  gratifying  intelligence  of  the  safety 
of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Investigator,"  Commander  M'Clure,  at  Banks'  Land, 
having  passed  three  winters  in  the  ice ;  and,  at  the  same  time,  the  less 
pleasant  information,  that  the  "  Resolute's"  parties  had  left  to  explore  the 
north  coast  of  Melville  Island,  about  the  same  time  that  we  had  started  from 
Northumberland  Sound,  thus  cutting  off  aU  hope  from  us  of  further  search 
or  discovery  in  that  quarter,  at  the  moment,  I  am  bound  to  say,  a  bitter 
disappointment  to  all.  Lieutenant  Hamilton  had  left  the  "  Resolute"  21 
days  before,  at  Dealy  Island,  Bridport  Inlet,  on  the  south  side  of  Melville 
Island,  and  was  en  route  to  the  rendezvous.  There  seemed  now  only  two 
courses  open  to  me  ;  to  return  over  my  old  ground ;  or  to  communicate 
with  Captain  Kellett. 

Having  sufficient  resources  on  my  sledge,  I  determined  without  hesi- 
tation on  the  latter  one,  viz.,  to  proceed  down  the  "  Hecla"  and  "  Griper"  Gulf, 
cross  Melville  Island  there,  and  return  by  the  southern  route  and  up  the 
Byam  Martin  Channel,  where  I  might  possibly  find  a  little  new  ground. 
This  would  enable  me  to  open  a  communication  between  Sir  Edward 
Belcher  and  the  second  in  command,  and  bring  back  all  the  intelligence 
connected  with  the  "  Investigator,"  it  not  having  been  decided  at  the  time 
of  Lieutenant  Hamilton's  departure  as  to  whether  she  was  to  be  deserted  in 
the  Bay  of  God's  Mercy,  or  a  part  of  her  crew  remain  there  another  season  ; 
as  also  the  latest  accounts  from  Captain  Kellett's  western  parties. 

Lieutenant  Hamilton  accompanied  me  back  to  my  tent ;  and  after  a 
mutual  exchange  of  information,  we  parted ;  he  bound  for  the  rendezvous 
on  the  eastern  side  of  Byam  Martin  Channel,  and  I  for  Bridport  Inlet. 

It  was  needless  to  desire  him  to  use  everj'^  effort  to  overtake  Lieutenant 
Osborn,  which  I  had  little  doubt  of,  as  be  was  accompanied  by  a  small 
"tender"  sledge,  with  which  he  could  make  a  rapid  march.  As  the  day 
advanced,  the  weather  cleared  a  little,  and  I  was  able  to  get  a  latitude, 
76°  48'  30"  N.,  variation,  160°  E. 

A  fresh  wind  from  S.E.  Started  at  6h.  40m.  p.m.,  keeping  inside  the 
hummocks  which  line  the  coast.  At  8h.  30m.  we  reached  the  northernmost 
low  point  seen  from  the  high  land  yesterday,  and  observed  a  very  remark- 
able many-peaked  island,  al)out  6  miles  distant  to  the  N.W.,  and  similar  in 
appearance  to  the  high  N.W.  cape.  The  land  noAv  trended  S.  60°  W. ;  and 
we  made  rapid  progress  over  a  good  floe  until  1  Ih.  p.m.,  when  we  came  to 
an  extensive  tide  crack,  where  the  water  had  flowed  up  and  made  the  floe 
very  heavy.  The  crack  was  open,  and  extended  off  shore  for  some  distance 
towards  the  island.  Crossed  it  after  some  didiculty,  and  proceeded  on  ;  the 
weather  clear.    Examined  this  island  (which,  although  the  right  of  naming 
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it  did  not  belong  to  me,  Vesey  Hamilton  Island)  minutely  with  my  glass.        Proceedings  of 

It  was  Lieutenant  H.'s  intention  to  search  its  shores  on  his  return.    A  con-    Commander  Richards. 

siderable  thaw  is  taking  place  to-day,  making  the  i^oads  heavy,  and  causing 

wet  feet ;  which,  being  badly  off  for  boots,  is  uncomfortable.    The  sastrugi 

have  disappeared  for  the  last  two  days  under  the  influence  of  the  thaw. 

The  ice,  since  rounding  the  north  point,  is  much  changed ;  and  is  certainly 

not  older  than  last  season's.    Encamped  on  the  floe  at  5h.  p.m. 

The  wind  blew  strong  from  S.E.  all  day ;  and  at  6h.  30ra.  p.m.  we  started,  May  loth. 

steering  S.  32°  W. ;  the  weather  very  thick.    At  midnight,  we  halted  at  a        Fortieth  Joumey. 
small  cairn  of  Hamilton's,  and  saw  another  one  a  mile  inland,  where  he  had  crmpld  for  rest, 
informed  me  a  depot  of  his  was  placed,  and  a  piece  of  wood  he  had  picked  Course  and;  s.  32°  w.jj^^, 
up.    To  examine  the  latter,  I  visited  this  cairn  ;  and  found  it  to  be  a  broken  w^danTwea^ier^S-K  7  s.g.m. 
branch  of  a  pine  tree,  about  two  feet  long,  with  some  bark  on  it,  worn  and  Temp.  eh.  p.m.  +  23°. 
split  from  contact  with  the  ice,  having  probably  drifted  from  N.W.         eh.  A.M.  +  23. 
America.    It  had  not  the  slightest  appearance  of  ever  having  seen  a  ship. 
Joined  the  sledge,  and  steered  on  S.  18°  W. ;  the  sail  helping  us  during  the 
latter  part  of  this  march ;  the  floe  old  and  heavy  again,  with  pools  of  water 
from  the  thaw.    The  land  is  covered  Avith  soil,  a  little  gravel,  but  no  stones, 
tufts  of  grass  dried  up  and  nearly  dead.    Saxifrage  and  moss  very  abun- 
dant, but  we  have  seen  no  animals  since  the  13th.    Sprained  my  foot  by 
falling  on  a  slippery  floe,  which  is  unfortunate  at  this  time,  w^hen  I  rather 
require  it.    Camped  at  4h.  30m.,  having  made  good  progress  during  the 

^^y-  .  .  .  , 

Thick  weather,  snowing  and  thawing  alternately  all  day.    Started  at  May  20th. 

6h.  P.M.,  steering  across  a  bay  ;  the  floe  very  heavy  in  consequence  of  the  Forty-first  Journey, 
thaw.    The  coast  is  a  series  of  low  points  of  gravel,  with  the  soil  forced  up  5°'^'*  ^^^'^^^''^'l' V^'i^i,, 

•     1  1         -111         f-        ^  ^  •^^     ^         n  i  i  i    i        t Camped  for  rest,  &c.  12^h. 

m  hummocks;  mdeed  but  tor  these  milocks  01  gravel  it  would  be  dim-  Course  and  1  s.  19°  w.  7'. 
cult  to  distinguish  the  floe  from  the  land ;  the  latter  being  so  level,  and  '  ^'2^°     >^  w 

[,  ..,       1  P  '  Wmd  and  weather,  3'  Iv.W., 

covered  with  snow.    Alter  midnight,  we  kept  mside  the  points  to  try  and  5.  c.  m.  a. 

save  distance ;  but  the  weather  being  so  thick,  I  believe  we  have  been  Mid^+^4°^°" 

making  a  very  circuitous  course.    At  2h.  30m.  a.m.  we  got  to  a  low  point,         eh.  a.m.  +  23^ 

and  found  something  like  a  tangible  coast  to  steer  along.    At  5h.  30m.  we 

encamped  on  the  land.    The  coast  from  a  low  hill  near  our  camp,  seems  to 

trend  away  to  the  southward ;  the  bed  of  a  large  river  or  w^atercourse  lies 

immediately  south  of  us,  its  banks  60  feet  high.    I  find  a  sprained  foot 

rather  inconvenient  in  travelling ;  but  with  the  help  of  a  bandsge  and  a 

bamboo,  am  able  to  keep  ahead  of  the  sledge.    The  curse  of  this  country 

is  certainly  the  constant  thick  weather. 

Strong  wind  from  N.W. ;  started  at  7h.  p.m.,  steering  S.E.  to  endeavour  May  sist. 

to  cut  off  a  point ;  sledge  under  canvas.    Up  to  midnight  we  made  6  miles.      Forty-second  joumey. 
when  the  ground  became  so  heavy  that  we  were  obliged  to  haul  out  for  the  crmpld^for  rest,  s?c.  u\h. 
floe  again.    The  land  cut  up  by  deep  watercourses.     The  wind  shifted  to  Course  and  -fs.E.  e'. 
west,  and  blew  very  hard  ;  crossed  the  beds  of  three  rivers  with  the  sledge,  wfndTnd  wither!  n.w., 
their  banks  50  feet  high,  when  we  came  to  low  ground  again,  which  I  7.  8.  cm.  s. 
think  is  not  far  from  the  floe.    I  cannot  recommend  land  travelling ;  the        Mid!^+ 20°'° 
absence  of  sun,  with  thick  weather,  and  a  compass  scarcely  acting,  are  cir-         eh.  a.m. +  21°. 
cumstances  very  likely  to  mislead  the  traveller.    No  animals  have  been 
seen  by  us  for  a  long  time  ;  vegetation  is  not  very  abundant,  but  the  soil 
seems  good  in  the  ravines.    We  have  made  good  8  miles  to-day,  but  have 
gone  over  considerably  more  ground.    Camped  at  4h.  30m.  a.m. 

All  to-day  it  blew  a  strong  gale  from  the  westward,  w^ith  a  heavy  snow  ^^"y  22d. 

drift  on  the  land  where  we  are  pitched.  At  7h.  p.m.  we  started ;  steering  Hour?t?vdied  fo."""'^' 
west  as  near  as  the  rough  and  uneven  ground  would  allow  us.  Crossed  campedforrest',  &c.  i4h. 
another  deep  watercourse  (with  no  slight  labour  to  the  crew)  that  seems  to  course  andiw  24' 

1       i  -ivT  TTT         lOT-i        AP  •  M  '  111  distancG.  J  b.  65°  W.,  5  . 

run  about  JN.W.  and  S.E.    Alter  going  over  3  or  4  miles,  we  reached  the  wind  and  weather,  w..  s.  cm. 
floe  (much  to  my  satisfaction),  and  found  ourselves  in  the  depth  of  a  bay  ;  |I[\/+\^o°°' 
to  get  out  of  which  we  have  to  steer  W.  S.  W.    The  wdnd  increasing,  and  a         eh.  a.m.  +  20°. 
very  dirty  night,  with  the  customary  thick  weather.    The  coast  is  low  for 
a  long  distance  outside  the  higher  land,  and  the  line  of  beach  only  to  be 
distinguished  by  an  occasional  hummock  of  gravel  thrown  up.    Came  over 
10  or  12  miles  of  ground  during  this  march  ;  but  have  not  made  good  more 
than  7^.    Camped  at  5h.  a.m.,  and  caught  three  lemmings. 

Blowing  strong  from  the  westward,  with  very  thick  weather ;  have  not 

S  s  2 
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May  2.3d. 
Forty-fourth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  10. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  Hli. 
Course  and  distance,  S.  10°  W. 
to  S.  .'30''  E.,  104'. 
Wind  and  weather,  7.  8.  c.  m.  s. 
Tcuip,  Gh.  I'.M.  +  20°. 
eh,  A.SI,  +  20', 


May  21th. 
Forty-fifth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  10. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  14h. 
Course  and/  S.S.E.  \  j^^, 
distance,  \  S.E.     J  ' 
Wind  and  weather,  N.W. 
6.  5.  c.  m. 

Temp.  6h.  p.m.  +  21° 
Mid.  +  20°. 
Ch.  A.M.  +  24°. 


May  2r)th. 
Forty-sixth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  12. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  12h. 
Course  anddist.,  K  15°  W.,  13' 
Wind  and  weather,  N.W., 
7.  8.  c.  m. 

Temp.  6h.  p.m.  +  18°. 
Mid.  +  14°. 
6h.  A.M.  +  10°. 


May  26th. 
Forty-seventh  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  9^-. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  li^h. 
Course  and  /  S.S.E.  "1 
distance,     [S.  10°.  W.J 
Wind  and  weather,  N.W., 
9.  10.  c.  m. 
Temp.  Gh.  i'.m.  +  14°. 

Mid.+  14°. 

Ch.  A.M.  +  ir/'. 


May  27th. 
rorty-(!if(ljlh  Journey. 
/foiirH  travelled,  1(J(>. 
Cairiped  for  rest,  tic,  l.'!/,li. 
C.'iitrnc  and  distance,  K.S.  W.  8'. 
Wind   and  weather,  N.W., 
'.)  I  0.  r,  m. 

Temp.  Oil.  I'.M.  I-  1 !)°. 
Mid. 

Ck        22  '. 


had  observations  for  several  days.  Started  at  6h.  30rn.  p.m.,  steering  a 
wild  course,  and  scarcely  knowing  whether  on  land  or  floe.  At  midnight 
we  were  evidently  on  the  land;  and  seeing  a  reraarkalile  looking  cape  for  a 
moment  in  the  clear,  we  hauled  out  S.W.  for  it;  called  it  Cape  ''J'hree  Hills. 
At  2h.  A.M.  we  were  close  to  it,  and  not  till  then  did  I  discover  that  it  was 
a  gigantic  mass  of  ice,  pressed  up  into  three  hummocks,  50  feet  high,  nearly 
a  half  a  mile  off  the  coast,  and  aground.  These  hummocks  seem  to  have 
stood  many  thaws;  and  the  in-shore'jce  round  them  is  very  old.  On  ascend- 
ing the  summit  of  them,  I  could  detect  that  we  were  at  a  turning  point; 
and  that  the  coast  trends  to  the  eastward  of  south,  which  is  so  far  satis- 
factory. After  rounding  this  point,  thc  flat  deceptive  land  seems  to 
terminate,  and  the  difference  between  the  coast  and  floe  is  very  apparent ; 
made  sail,  and  steered  S.  30°  E.  over  old  floe,  until  4h.  30m.  a.m.,  when  we 
camped,  after  a  most  fatiguing  day's  march.  The  wind  lulled  a  little 
during  the  day,  snow  fell,  and  the  weather  remained  thick  as  ever. 

A  fresh  north-westerly  wind,  with  thick  weather.  We  started  at 
6h.  30m.  P.M.,  steering  for  some  high  ice  S.S.E.  At  8h.  40m.  we  were 
close  to  a  Hne  of  heavy  hummocks,  extending  along  the  coast  for  nearly  a 
mile,  and  about  40  feet  high.  Another  mile,  and  we  came  to  another  range 
of  them,  nearly  as  extensive ;  from  their  summits  I  saw  a  low  point  bearing 
S.E.,  which  we  steered  for.  Camping  on  the  floe  at  4h,  30m.,  a  few  miles 
to  the  northward  of  it.  The  weather  has  remained  overcast  all  night,  snow 
falling,  and  the  floe  very  heavy.  All  the  animals  seem  to  have  deserted  us. 
The  land  is  getting  higher,  and  is  now  some  two  or  three  hundred  feet,  some 
little  distance  in-shore. 

At6h.  40m.  P.M.  we  moved  on.  A  strong  N.W.  wind,  and  what  I  have 
designated  the  curse  of  this  country  lying  heavily  upon  us ;  however, 
though  we  may  be  said  to  be  feehng  our  way,  yet  we  are  making  good  pro- 
gress, the  gale  being  favourable. 

At  lOh.  P.M.  we  arrived  at  the  low  point  spoken  of  yesterday,  and  which 
is  a  very  remarkable  one.  The  ice  is  perfectly  smooth  up  to  the  beach,  but 
the  soil  and  gravel  is  forced  up  into  a  ridge,  resembhng  ice  hummocks  in 
shape,  from  12  to  15  feet  high,  and  extending  N.N.W.  and  S.S.E.  for  a 
mile  or  more.  This  I  take  to  be  the  Cape  Mudge,  of  Sir  Edward  Parry,  but 
having  had  no  observations  for  several  days,  I  am  unable  to  say  positively. 
If  so,  the  high  bluffs  which  we  see  some  6  miles  to  the  eastward  inland, 
would  be  his  position  of  it ;  as  he  could  not  have  seen  this  low  point  at  the 
distance  he  was  from  it. 

There  is  a  deep  indentation  to  the  eastward  of  us,  which  may  be  the 
head  of  Hecla  and  Griper  Gulf.  We  built  a  cairn,  and  left  a  record  on 
the  highest  hummock  of  this  point,  and  proceeded  on  across  the  bay  at 
11  h.  P.M.,  the  night  very  stormy  and  the  snow  drifting  in  clouds.  At 
4h.  30m.  A.M.  we  encamped  on  the  floe ;  the  temperature  fell  to  +10°,  and 
everything  in  the  tent  was  cold  and  frozen  stiff. 

This  day  has  been  a  very  stormy  one,  blowing  a  strong  gale  from  N.W., 
weather  thick,  but  the  sun  showing  himself  occasionally. 

I  obtained  observations  by  sitting  inside  the  tent,  and  placing  my 
horizon  outside  on  the  bottom  of  a  pemmican  kettle  filled  with  snow  to 
keep  it  steady ;  it  was  rather  difficult  practice,  and  my  latitude  was 
obtained  at  the  expense  of  covering  all  hands  with  snow  drift.  To  my 
infinite  surprise  I  discovered  that  we  were  15  miles  to  the  northward  of 
Cape  Mudge,  instead  of  to  the  southward  of  it,  as  I  had  imagined.  At 
7h.  P.M.  we  moved  on  with  a  strong  but  favourable  gale,  our  sail  close 
reefed.  The  sledge  almost  took  the  command,  the  people  finding  it  diflScult 
to  keep  up  with  it ;  our  course  S.S.E.  across  the  bay.  At  midnight,  having 
come  nearly  10  miles,  wc  found  ourselves  within  30  yards  of  the  shore;  all 
we  could  distinguish  being  a  low  point  or  hummock  of  gravel ;  hauled  close 
to  the  wind,  the  gale  increasing,  carried  away  masts  and  yards ;  and  at 
4h.  30m.  encamped  on  the  floe,  having  made  13  or  14  miles. 

Thc  gale  continucd  with  unabated  fury  the  whole  of  this  day  from  N.W., 
the  sun  showing  at  intervals  through  the  heavy  clouds,  which  arc  flying 
past  him  at  an  astonishing  rate;  got  observations  with  much  difficulty,  and 
found  that  wc  were  still  nearly  G  miles  north  of  Sir  Edward  Parry's  position 
of  Cape  Mudge. 
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At  7H.  P.M.  we  started,  steering  as  near  the  wind  as  a  sledge  will  lay       Proceedings  of 
which  is  about  a  beam;  our  course  S.S.W.  over  low  gravel  spits  ;  latterly    Commander  Richards. 

higher  ridges  and  deep  watercourses  ;  the  weather  thick,  with  a  heavy  snow   

drift.  At.  Ih.  A.M.,  finding  our  course  taking  us  in-shore  into  worse  ground, 
we  shortened  sail  and  hauled  out  for  the  floe,  which  we  gained  after  2  hours 
hard  labour.  At  5h.  30m.  we  encamped  on  it,  the  weather  cleared,  and  we 
saw  a  low  point  bearing  W.S.W.,  a  bold  cape  showing  over  it,  which,  no 
doubt,  is  the  true  Cape  Mudge  of  "  Pany."  This  has  been  a  most  dis- 
tressing march  to  the  people,  who  are  entirely  prostrated,  and  do  not  even 
seem  to  care  for  their  dinner,  which  is  a  very  unusual  occurrence  with  them. 

Grass  and  a  black  hcheu  were  seen  in  large  quantities  on  shore,  also  the 
traces  of  deer  and  hares,  but  none  of  the  animals  themselves. 

I  would  recommend  the  floe  to  be  stuck  to  under  any  circumstances ; 
never  follow  the  land  with  the  hope  of  cutting  down  your  distance :  it  is  a 
fallacy,  and  is  invariably  attended  with  the  most  harassing  labour  to  your 
crew,  and  anxiety  to  yourself.  The  floe  is  our  legitimate  track.  We  have 
made  good  about  9  miles  to-day ;  such  a  succession  of  bad  weather  I  have 
rarely  "witnessed  before. 

Got  a  latitude  at  noon  75°  54'  50"  N.,  the  summit  of  Cape  Mudge  bear-  Mayssth. 
ing  S.  10°  W.  21  miles.     It  is  a  hill  about  300  feet  high,  surrounded  by      Forty-ninth  journey, 
low  land,  extending  nearly  2  miles  offshore,  except  on  the  south  side,  ci^pldfor rest, sfc. uih. 
where  it  is  steep.     Heavy  pressure  exhibits  itself  on  the  low  points  of  this  Course  anddist.,  various,  ii'. 
cape.     The  N.W.  gale  continued  all  day,  with  much  snow  drift,  and  when  ^^^'^'^^'^s^*^^'''  s-*- 
we  started  at  7h.  p.m.,  the  sledge  had  to  be  dug  out  of  the  snow;  rounded  Temp.  6h. p.m. +j2o°. 
the  cape,  and  at  midnight  saw  a  staff  of  Lieutenant  Hamilton's,  which  we        eh.  1m.  +  23°. 
made  free  with  to  fish  our  broken  spars,  replacing  it  with  a  crippled 
bamboo  ;  passed  on,  steering  S.  25°  E.,  and  making  rapid  progress  under  a 
reefed  sail.    At  2h.  a.m.  the  weather  cleared  and  the  wind  moderated  ;  we 
got  a  good  view  of  the  gulf ;  it  is  surrounded,  on  its  north  and  east  sides, 
with  the  highest  momitains  we  have  seen,  I  should  say  above  1,500  feet; 
the  land  was  seen  to  extend  right  round  the  gulf.     To  the  S.E.  of  Cape 
Mudge,  and  4  miles  from  it,  we  passed  over  a  ridge  of  high  ice  hummocks, 
extending  in  a  circular  direction  round  the  cape,  and  joining  a  point  on  the 
north  side  of  it ;  at  4h.  30m.  a.m.  we  encamped  on  the  floe  ;  on  Cape  Mudge 
I  observed  the  saxifrage  in  bud  for  the  first  time  this  year. 

A  north-west  gale  sprung  up  again  to-day,  and  the  weather  assumed  its  May  29th. 

usual  character,  a  thick  fog;  at  6h.  p.m.  we  started,  steering  S.25°E.;  nothing        Fiftieth  journey, 
insight;  obliged  to  close  reef  to  prevent  the  sledge  from  leaving  us  ;  the  floe  c^pg^lbr  rest  &c  uh. 
smooth  and  good  enough,  snow  drifting  heavily;  carried  this  sail  all  day,  the  Course  and  dist,'s.  25°  e.,  ir. 
people  racing  to  keep  up  with  the  sledge ;  camped  at  4h.  a.m., no  land  in  sight ;  ^^pTk  paL'+24°^"^'  ^ 
at  6h.,  the  weather  clearing  for  a  few  moments  ;  we  saw  the  land  ahead,  with.         Mid.  + 19°. 
I  think,  a  tent  upon  it,  beaiiug  S.S.E. ;  it  was  soon,  however,  obscured 


6h.  A.M.  +  24°. 


agam. 


The  gale  continued  all  day  of  the  30th ;  sleep  we  have  been  strangers  ^^^y  ^oth. 

to  for  some  time ;  the  tent  and  everything  in  it  wet  and  uncomfortable  ;  I  jjom.s^!^vefied  g^"'"*^^" 
feel  myself  in  the  evening  very  like  an  iron  poker,  only  not  so  strong.    At  Camped  for  rest^  &c.  uih. 
6h.  30m.  P.M.  we  started,  steering  before  the  a-ale  ;  weather  too  thick  to  see  Course  and  dist  s.s.e  10'. 

,  '  o  &       '  Wind  and  weather,  N.  W.,  8.  9. 

30  yards.  c.  f.s. 

At  8h.  P.M.,  being  a  little  in  advance  of  the  sledge,  I  saw  a  tent  pitched  '^"<^™p-  ^^/'^ao"^^"' 
on  the  land,  very  close.    Presently  the  inmates  of  it  saw  me,  and  were        eh.  i.M.  +  2i°. 
evidently  much  surprised,  and  doulitful  as  to  what  colours  we  Avere  sailing 
under,  knowing  we  could  not  be  any  of  their  own  parties.    The  officer 
advanced  to  ascertain  my  character,  and  in  a  few  moments  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  shaking  hands  with  Lieutenant  Pim,  of  "  Resolute  ;"  my  party  coming  Meet  Lieutenant  Pim. 
up,  we  received  a  hearty  welcome  from  him  and  his  people. 

Lieutenant  Pim,  I  found,  had  been  weather-bound  here  for  some  days, 
and  well  he  might  be,  for  except  before  the  gale,  it  would  have  been 
impossible  to  travel,  I  remained  an  hour  in  his  tent,  exchanging  informa- 
tion, and  he  suppUed  me  with  his  route  across  the  land.  Having  been  so 
long  detained,  he  was  in  need  of  provisions,  with  which  I  supphed  him,  it 
answering  his  purpose  and  mine,  for  I  was  glad  to  lighten  my  sledge  before 
crossing  the  land. 

Lieutenant  Pim  was  en  route  to  Cape  Fsher,  to  place  a  depot  for 
Commander  M'Clintock. 

S  s  3 
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Prococdings  of 
Commander  Richards. 


May  31st. 
Fifty-second  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  9^. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  1 44h. 
Course  and  distance,  S.S.E.,  10'. 
Wind  and  weather,  N.W.,  8.  9. 
q.f. 

Temp.  eh.  P.SL  +  Sl". 
Mid. +  18°. 
eh.  A.1L  +  20°. 


June  1st. 
Fifty-third  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  10^. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  IS^h. 
Course  and  f  South,     1  j  o' 

distance,  \  S.S.E.  j 
"Wind  and  weather,  N.,  4.  c.  m. 
Temp.  6h.  p.m.  +  19°. 
Md.  +  17°. 
6h.  A.M.+  17°. 


June  2d. 
Fifty-fourth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  9-i. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  14^h. 
Course  and  dist,  S.S.E.,  6'. 
Wind  and  weather,  W.,  c.  m. 
Temp.  6h.  p.m.  +  22°. 
Mid. +  20°. 
6h.  A.M.  f  24°. 


June  3d. 
Fifty-fifth  Journey. 
Hours  travelled,  12. 
Camped  for  rest,  Sec.  12h. 
Course  and  dist,  various,  10'. 
Wind  and  weather,  W.,  c.  m, 
R.  3. 

Temp.  6h.  p.m.  +  30°, 

Mid. +  25°. 
Cl).  A.M.  +  25°. 


The  gale  being  still  favourable  for  me,  and  having  no  time  to  lose,  at 
lOh.  P.M.  we  were  again  in  motion,  and  after  2  iKJurs  difficult  work  we  got 
into  the  first  ravine,  when  we  kept  before  the  wind,  steering  somewhere 
near  our  course,  the  weather  very  tlu'ck.  The  late  gales  have  so  cleared 
the  hills  and  the  land  generally  of  snow,  that  it  makes  the  work  very  heavy, 
and  I  am  not  able  to  pursue  the  track  given  me  by  Mr.  Pim,  but  steer 
wherever  I  can  find  sufficient  snow  for  the  sledge  to  travel  on. 

We  camped  at  4h.  a.m.,  having  come  over  about  12  miles  of  ground, 
though  not  made  that  distance  good. 

It  blew  furiously  all  this  day,  and  at  6h.  p.m.  (our  starting  time)  had  not 
abated.  Travelling,  however,  being  preferable  to  rest  in  a  wet  tent,  we 
weighed,  and  steered  wherever  we  could  find  sufficient  snow,  somewhere 
in  the  direction  of  our  course.  At  lOh.  p.m.  I  found  we  were  on  the  edge 
of  a  deep  ravine,  and  seeing  that  it  was  full  of  snow,  took  a  direction  south- 
easterly ;  we  got  the  sledge  into  it,  and  pursued  our  way,  in  comparative 
comfort,  for  5  miles  ;  the  high  banks  (.50  or  60  feet)  sheltering  us  from  the 
wind  ;  as  it  then  took  a  direction  too  much  easterly  for  us,  I  reluctantly  took 
leave  of  this  friendly  ravine,  and  got  the  sledge  on  the  summit  again, 
when  we  encountered  stony  ground  with  a  thin  covering  of  snow. 

At  3h.  30m.  a.m.  we  encamped  per  force.  The  weather  has  remained 
thick  all  day,  and  such  a  1st  of  June  as  this  morning  has  ushered  in  I  have 
never  witnessed,  having  seen  a  good  many. 

To-day  the  gale  seems  to  be  expending  itself,  and  when  we  started  at 
6h.  p.m.  its  end  was  evidently  near  at  hand ;  a  mist  hung  over  the  land, 
and  we  steered  south,  in  the  hope  of  picking  up  some  of  M'Clintock's 
marks.  At  9h.  p.:m.  we  came  upon  a  cairn,  but  the  country  is  so  studded 
with  large  blocks  of  sandstone,  that  it  is  difficult  to  distinguish  between, 
and  we  were  nearly  passing  it,  within  a  hundred  yards,  in  the  mist.  At 
midnight  we  crossed  a  deep  ravine,  and  steered  our  course,  as  nearly  as  the 
snow  would  permit,  over  an  undulating  and  barren  country.  At  4h.  30m. 
we  encamped  close  to  the  Separation  Ravine  of  Captain  M'Clintock,  having 
made  good  10  miles,  but  travelled  over  14. 

A  misty  day,  with  moderate  wind  from  the  westward.  At  7h.  p.m.  we 
started,  and  crossed  the  Separation  Ravine,  which  is,  in  some  places,  more 
than  100  feet  deep ;  we  got  bothered  in  its  intricacies,  and  had  to  recross ; 
it  was  not  until  midnight  that  we  had  left  it  behind  us  ;  proceeded  across 
the  slope  of  a  hill,  the  ground  being  very  bare  of  snow,  made  the  labour 
severe.  At  4h.  30m.  we  encamped,  having  travelled  12  miles,  but  not  in 
a  direct  line  more  than  6.  This  evening  I  was  within  12  yards  of  four  deer, 
which  did  not  take  the  slightest  notice  of  me ;  the  sledge  being  at  some 
distance,  and  not  carrying  a  gun,  I  lost  them.  After  camping,  I  saw  eight 
more,  and  went  in  chase  of  them,  getting  within  50  yards  ;  both  my  barrels 
missed  fire,  however,  and  they  went  off. 

A  light  westerly  wind,  with  thick  weather  and  snow  all  day.  Started  at 
6h.  P.M.,  and  steered  S.  30°  E.  as  near  as  we  could,  and  ascended  several 
hills  to  try  and  find  a  road  for  the  sledge,  and  came  to  the  conclusion,  that 
the  only  way  was  to  keep  to  the  valleys  or  ravines,  and  steer  as  near  our 
course  as  they  would  allow ;  as  to  making  a  straight  one,  it  was  impossible ; 
the  hills  are  entirely  bare  of  snow. 

At  2h.  30m.,  after  making  a  very  circuitous  course,  and  some  retrograde 
movements,  we  found  ourselves  at  the  end  of  a  deep  ravine,  and  surrounded 
by  high  bare  hills,  in  a  kind  of  rat-trap.  The  only  egress  seemed  through 
a  very  narrow  ravine,  or  rather  crack,  with  a  high  precipice  on  the  one  side, 
and  a  steep  hill  abutting  on  it  on  the  other.  Halted  the  sledge,  and  dis- 
tributed my  people  on  the  neighbouring  hills  to  reconnoitre  the  ground ; 
ascending  inyself  the  steep  hill  over  the  crack,  I  saw  the  sea,  or  rather  the 
fioe,  south  of"  Melville  Island,  and  to  my  great  satisfaction,  the  "  Resolute" 
and  "  Intrepid,"  frozen  in  off'  Dealy  Island,  about  10  miles  distant ;  return- 
ing to  the  sledge  we  moved  on,  and  encamped  for  rest  within  half  a  mile 
of  the  outlet.  After  sup[)er,  a  party  went  to  examine  whether  there  was 
room  for  the  sledge  to  pass  ;  at  lOh.  the  captain  of  the  sledge  returned,  and 
re|)orted  that,  although  the  ])!issage  was  scarcely  the  Avidth  of  the  sledge, 
and  was  blocked  in  many  places  with  heavy  masses  of  sandstone,  yet  it  was 
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preferable  to  ascending  the  hills  which  surrounded  us,  and  which  are  now        Proceedings  of 
entirely  destitute  of  snow.   I  therefore  determined  to  take  the  crack  in  the    ^^'^mmander  Richards, 
evening. 

At  6h.  P.M.  we  ran  down  under  canvas  to  the  entrance  of  the  pass.    The  Jme  4th. 

descent  into  it  was  easy,  by  cutting  a  channel,  and  easing  the  sledge  down  Houmravened  2"™'^' 
with  ropes  about  20  feet.  The  passage,  however,  soon  became  so  narrow  Camped  for  rest,  &'c.  i2h. 
that  we  could  only  pass  by  giving  the  sledge  a  considerable  inclination.         S?"'!*^ '^'i'^ 

o  IIP  I       T  Wind  and  weather,  N.W.  5. 6. 

The  blocks  of  stone  washed  from  the  elms,  by  the  thaw  of  many  sum-  \ 
mers,  obstructed  the  passage,  and  considerably  retarded  our  progress,  as 
we  were  obliged  to  unload,  and  carry  the  sledge  and  different  articles  on  it 
six  times. 

The  precipice  on  the  eastern  side  M^as  1 50  feet  high,  and  so  perpendicular, 
with  large  masses  of  sandstone  protruding,  and  apparently  ready  to  roll 
down  at  very  short  notice,  that  I  did  not  feel  sorry  when,  after  three  hours 
work,  we  turned  our  backs  upon  it.  The  seijeant  of  marines,  one  of  my 
crew,  informed  me  (with  a  soldier's  salute)  as  we  emerged  from  this  extra- 
ordinary place,  that  it  was  a  "  Khyber  Pass."  He  had  served  in  the  line  at 
that  celebrated  pass,  and  through  many  other  campaigns  in  India.  I  there- 
fore call  it  the  "  Khyber  Pass,"  though  there  is  one  point  in  which  there  can 
be  no  resemblance,  which  is  the  utter  desolation  of  ours. 

We  were  now  only  one  mile  from  the  beach,  but  so  little  snow  could  we 
find  to  travel  on,  that  it  occupied  nearly  three  hours  to  accomplish  the  distance. 
At  noon  we  halted  to  luncheon,  having  fairly  reached  the  floe,  and  with  a 
feeling  of  men  extremely  well  pleased  at  the  same,  and  heartily  tired  of  land 
travelling.  After  luncheon  we  proceeded  on  over  very  smooth  and  slippery 
fresh-water  ice,  making  rapid  progress  at  the  expense  of  many  falls ;  being 
very  lame  myself,  I  took  my  bamboo  and  walked  across  the  peninsula,  by 
which  means  I  saved  a  mile  of  distance,  directing  the  sledge  to  round  the 
point  and  follow.  ,     ^ , 

.  June  5tn. 

At  5h.  A.M.,  on  Sunday,  the  5th  of  June,  I  arrived  on  board  the  "  Reso-  „  eth. 

lute,"  where  my  appearance  created  no  small  surprise  ;  they  were  not  pre-       ^^^^  ^'j^^  '^u'liesoiute- 
pared  for  the  visit  of  a  solitary  individual  from  the  "  Wellington  Channel."  Bridport  iniet. 
The  ship  seemed  almost  deserted,  two  or  three  officers  only  on  board ;  and 
the  few  men  I  saw  seemed  strangers,  as  indeed  they  were,  being  invalids 
from  "  Investigator." 

I  received  a  most  hearty  welcome,  and  every  kindness  a  weary  traveller 
could  wish  for.  Doctor  Piers,  of  the  "  Investigator,"  undertook  to  patch 
my  feet  up,  and  render  me  fit  for  travelling  in  three  days.  Captain  Kellett 
was  absent ;  but  Mr.  M'Dougall,  the  commanding  officer,  made  the  pre- 
concerted signal  for  his  return ;  and  M.  De  Bray  proceeded  with  a  sledge 
towards  Cape  Bounty,  to  look  for  him  ;  Doctor  Domville  was  on  board  the 
"  Investigator,"  at  Banks'  Land,  holding  a  medical  survey  on  her  crew,  and 
was  hourly  expected  back ;  his  report  would  decide  the  steps  to  be  taken 
with  regard  to  remaining  by  or  deserting  that  ship.  My  sledge  arrived  on 
board  an  hour  after  me,  and  this  day  and  the  next  were  devoted  to  drying 
our  traps  and  patching  the  boots  up,  which  much  required  it.  On  the  7th 
I  had  the  pleasure  of  seeing  Captain  Kellett  return  ;  I  had  much  to  hear 
from  him.  The  discoveries  and  events  of  the  past  and  present  year  were 
fully  discussed ;  and  it  was  most  gratifying  to  find  that  so  complete  and 
extensive  a  search,  by  both  divisions  of  the  squadron,  had  been  already 
carried  out. 

Captain  M'Clintock  and  Lieutenant  Mecham  had  traversed  the  N.W. 
and  S.W.  sides  of  Melville  Island,  and  had  each  gone  off  to  a  group  of 
islands  to  the  westward  and  N.W.  of  it,  by  the  latest  accounts  brought  by 
M.  De  Bray  and  Mr.  Nares.  Banks'  Land  had  also  been  completely 
explored  by  the  "  Investigator,"  but  without  finding  any  traces  of  the 
missing  ships.  In  the  evening  I  met  the  officers  at  Captain  Kellett's  hos- 
pitable table,  where  all  the  delicacies  of  Melville  Island  seemed  to  have 
been  collected  together — venison,  musk  ox,  hare,  and  ptarmigan  were 
among  the  list  of  good  things,  and  the  night  was  well  advanced  before  the 
"whist  party"  commenced.  I  could  not  help  contrasting  this  fare  with 
what  my  less  fortunate  shipmates  are  probably  revelling  on  at  present, 
peradventure  a  curried  gull,  or  a  steak  off  a  walrus  or  polar  bear. 
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Homeward  Eoute. 

Juno  8ih. 
First  Journey. 
First  part,  7h. 
Course  and  dist,  E.,  11'. 
Wind  and  weather,  MM.  4.  b.  c. 


Second  part,  4h.  6'. 
Hours  travelled,  11. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  1 3h. 
Course  and  dist.,  E.,  17'. 
Wind  and  weather,  N.AV.,  5.b.c. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m.  +  32°. 

June  9tb. 

Second  Journey. 
Eirst  part,  6h. 
Course  and  dist,  E.,  10'. 
Wind  and  weather,N.W.,  5.  b.c, 
Temp.  6h.  p.m.  +  30°. 

Mid.  +  30°. 


Second  part,  4h.  8i'. 
Hours  travelled,  10. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  14h. 
Course  and  dist.,  E.,  18ih, 
Wind  and  weather,  N.W.,  5.b.c 
Temp.  4h.  a.m.  +  32°. 
8h.  A.M.  +  36°. 


June  lOth. 

Third  Journey. 
First  part,  6h. 
Course  and  distance,  E.,  7'. 
Wind  and  weather 
Temp,  7h.p.M.  +  27°. 

Mid.  +  24°, 


Second  part,  4h.  C. 
Hours  travelled,  10. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  1 4h. 
Course  and  dist.,  E.,  13". 
Wind  and  weather,  S.E.  c.  s. 
4.  .0. 

Temp.  5)1.  a.m.  +  29°. 
9h.  a.m.  +  30°. 


June  nth. 

Fourth  Journey. 
First  part,  Olu 
Course  and  dist.,  E.,  7|'. 
Wind  and  weather,  N.E.,3.b.c. 
Tenij).  fih.  J'.M. +  20°. 

Ih.  A.M. +  29°. 


Doctor  Domvillc  has  not  arrived  to-day  ;  }jut  anxious  as  I  feel  to  be  the 
bearer  of  his  report  from  "  Investigator,"  yet  time  was  all  important  to  me; 
the  floe  was  fast  breaking  up,  and  400  miles  of  bad  road  Ijeibre  us.  The 
despatches  l)eing  prepared,  therefore,  at  7h.  p.m.  we  left  the  winter  fjuarters 
of  "  Resolute"  and  "  Intrepid,"  amid  many  hearty  cheers  i'rom  lK>th  ships. 
Captain  Kellett  insisted  on  accompanying  me  for  the  first  journey ;  and 
being  still  rather  weak  in  the  ankles,  I  was  glad  to  avail  myself  of  a  lift  of 
10  miles  in  his  dog-sledge.  At  2h.  a.m.  of  the  7th,  we  camped  on  the  land 
close  to  Point  Palmer.  Here  I  determined,  on  the  recommendation  of 
Captain  Kellett,  to  adopt  a  new  mode  of  travelling,  instead  of  the  long 
march  of  10  hours,  to  divide  it  into  two  of  6  and  4,  encamping  twice  during 
the  24  hours.  This  system  had  been  found  to  answer  well  in  the  "  Investi- 
gator ;"  and  as  time  was  everything  to  me,  I  decided  to  try  it,  in  the  hope 
of  making  more  distance. 

At  6h.  30m.  A.M.,  after  taking  leave  of  Captain  Kellett  and  Mr.  Richards, 
purser  of  "  Resolute,"  we  started,  dragging  the  sledge  over  the  narrow  neck 
of  land  mto  Skene  Bay ;  we  steered  for  Cape  Ross.  The  floe  slippery,  and 
many  pools  of  water.  Saw  some  bear  tracks,  and  camped  on  the  floe  at 
lOh.  30m.  A.M. 

At  6h.  P.M.  we  started ;  the  floe  pretty  good,  though  many  pools  of 
water,  and  evident  symptoms  of  a  break  up  of  the  travelling  season.  The 
snow  melting  off  the  land,  has  run  down  on  the  floe,  giving  both  a  dirty 
and  piebald  appearance.  Reached  Cape  Ross  at  midnight,  and  camped 
there.  Shot  two  Brent  geese  and  two  ptarmigan,  and  saw  some  bears' 
tracks. 

Started  at  4h.  20m.  4.M.,  after  a  four  hours'  rest,  and  marched  till  8h.  30m. 
Floe  watery ;  wind  N.W.,  which  helped  us  much  under  sail.  Walked 
along  the  land,  and  shot  four  Brent  geese  and  a  ptarmigan ;  camped  at 
8h.  30m.  just  westward  of  a  rather  deep  bay,  on  a  low  point,  Point  Griffiths 
10  or  12  miles  to  the  eastward  of  us.  Moss  and  saxifr-age  very  abun- 
dant, but  saw  no  willow,  though  I  was  looking  anxiously  for  it  for  fuel ;  saw 
a  bear's  track. 

A  gloomy  morning,  and  the  snow  falhng  plentifully.  At  7h.  p.m.  we 
moved  on  ;  steering  along  the  coast  for  Point  Griffiths,  the  floe  8  or 
10  inches  deep  with  water,  covered  with  a  thin  coating  of  ice,  through  which 
the  feet  broke  at  every  step,  sometimes  varied  by  rotten  snow,  knee-deep. 
Tried  the  floe  off  shore,  and  found  it  better ;  the  melted  snow  running  off 
the  high  land  renders  the  in-shore  ice  very  bad. 

At  midnight  the  weather  cleared,  and  the  sun  showed  out.  We  are 
difficult  to  please  in  this  country ;  I  look  upon  him  now  as  my  worst 
enemy  ;  I  see  the  floe  dissolving  under  his  influence  too  rapidly  to  be 
pleasant.  At  Ih.  oOm.  we  encamped,  having  made  7  miles,  the  greater 
part  of  it  during  the  last  two  hours.    Point  Griffiths  4  or  5  miles  distant. 

A  fine  morning.  Started  at  6h.  30m.  a.m.,  and  passed  over  a  comfortable 
floe,  the  young  ice  that  had  formed  on  the  pools  during  the  night  being 
strong  enough  to  bear  us.  At  9h.  30m.  we  rounded  Point  Griffiths,  and 
encamped.  During  the  latter  part  of  the  march,  the  wind  shifted  to  S.E., 
with  sleet,  almost  rain.  Though  the  weather  is  thick,  I  fancy  I  can  see 
Byam  Martin  Island;  there  is  a  good  deal  of  pressure  on  this  point. 
Several  lemmings  caught  to-day,  and  a  bear's  track  seen. 

To-day  has  been  a  gloomy  one,  with  a  light  N.E.  wind.  At  6h.  30m.  p.m. 
we  started,  steering  N.  54°  E.  for  4  miles,  through  water  and  rotten  snow 
outside  the  hummocks  which  surround  the  southern  points  of  this  channel. 

The  travelling  tedious  and  laborious.  At  lib.  p.m.  we  altered  course  to 
N.  7°  E.  for  a  point  about  7  miles  from  us  ;  the  floe  a  little  improved ; 
Byam  Martin  Island  plainly  visible,  high  in  the  centre,  and  sloping  towards 
each  end.  ^Phe  laud  on  this  shore  is  about  250  feet  high,  and  sloping 
to  the  beach.  Crossed  a  sledge  track,  steering  easterly  for  Byam  Martin 
Island,  probably  Cnptain  Kcllett's  Bccchy  Island  party.  The  tempe- 
rature seems  veiy  low  lor  June,  though  it  answers  our  purpose  well.  It 
leaves  a  doubt  on  my  mind,  however,  as  to  the  ships  breaking  out  of  their 
wint(T  (|iiarterH  ;  tlu;  iiliuost  continued  absence  of  sun  since  the  17th  of 
May  must,  of  course,  retard  the  breaking  up  of  the  floe;  up  to  this  timcwc 
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certainly  have  had  no  summer.    Saw  some  gulls  to-day,  and  the  boatswain        Proceedings  of 

bird  {Lestris  parasiticus).  Commander  Richards. 

Started  at  4h.  a.m.  ;  thick  weather^  v/ith  a  fresh  northerly  wind  and  sleet.  Second  part,  4li.  5^'. 
Felt  our  way  along  the  land,  which  is  very  low  and  composed  of  gravel  crmpUTr  rest  &c  uh. 
and  occasional  blocks  of  sandstone ;  a  ridge  of  land  from  200  to  300  feet  Course  and  /  easterly  I,,/ 
high  running  parallel  with  the  coast  a  mile  inland.    The  floe  pretty  com-  wttZtliZXLr^j, 
fortable,  but  our  progress  much  retarded  by  the  head  wmd  and  bad  weather.  6.  r.c.  q.  m. 
Saw  some  boatswain  birds;  I  observe  that  they  prey  on  the  lemmings,  ■^^™^"th  am 
which  are  very  numerous  here.    At  8h.  we  encamped,  and  the  sun  showing 
himself  for  a  short  time,  I  got  observations. 

At  6h.  P.M.  started.  A  strong  north  wind  and  snow  drift.  Rounded  Point  June  12th. 

Ptobertson,  and  steered  for  the  next  low  point  northerly.    The  floe  good  ^.^^^  an  ^eh 
and  hard,  the  work  verj^  fatiguing,  against  the  strong  head  wind.    Towards  Conrsean'd  /n.4o°  e.u,, 
midniffht  the  sun  shone  out,  and  his  influence  was  immediate  :  a  thaAV  com-  ^'stance.    \  North  j 
menced,  and  the  snow  drift  subsided  ;  the  temperature,  however,  when  we  q.  7.  ,   •,  •  . 

camped,  which  we  did  at  midnight,  was  only  4-27°.  We  pitched  a  mile  from  '^^""P-  ^j-^'^^"^;?^"' 
the  highest  part  of  a  point,  Avhere  I  hope  to  get  a  view  to-morrow,  if  it  is 
fine. 

Started  at  4h.  a.m.  ;  a  strong  north  wind  blowing  in  squalls.    Went  on  Second  part,  4h.  5'. 
the  point  summit,  and  sent  the  sledge  on  ;  the  land  250  to  300  feet  high,  campVfor  rest,  &c.  uh. 
with  low  land  extending  2  or  3  miles  off  it.    Saw  the  north  and  south  Course  and  r  n.  40°  e.  f^g'. 
extremes  of  By  am  Martin  Island  distinctly,  as  well  as  the  land  on  the  wind^'and  we'ather,  n.  7.b. 
opposite  side  of  the  channel ;  got  angles,  and  built  a  cairn.    Returning  to  c.  q. 
the  coast,  we  camped  at  8h.  15m.  a.m.    The  floe  has  not  been  good  this        gh.  a.m.  +  3o°. 
march  ;  heavy  hummocks  lying  on  the  low  points  ;  the  ice  in  the  channel, 
I  think,  last  year's.    Last  night  we  saw  a  drove  of  nine  musk  oxen  ;  sent 
two  men  to  try  and  shoot  one,  but  they  were  very  shy,  and  they  could  not 
get  within  shot ;  there  were  two  very  young  ones  with  them.    No  birds 
seen  to-day  but  boatswains. 

Weather  clear,  with  light  westerly  wind.    Started  at  7h.  p.m.,  steering  June  isth. 

alonij  the  low  land  northerly.    Saw  three  seal,  but  they  discovered  us  at  a         ^^'^^'^  Journey. 

•  •  «/  First  Tiart  6h 

long  distance,  and  were  determined  not  to  be  used  for  fuel ;  measured  one  com-se  and  dist,  north,  7'. 
of  their  holes  ;  could  not  reach  the  bottom  of  the  floe  with  my  seven-foot  Wmd^  and  weather,  westerly, 
bamboo.    Got  observations  and  angles  to  Byam  Martin  Island,  which  Temp.Vh.  p.m.  +  34°. 
place  the  north  end  of  it  much  farther  to  the  southward  than  is  laid  down         ih.  a.m.  +  24°. 
in  the  chart,  considerably  reducing  the  size  of  it ;  the  only  high  part  of  it 
seems  the  centre.    At  Ih.  a.m.  we  encamped  among  hummocks  close  to 
the  shore. 

Started  at  5h.  a.m.,  steering  for  what  I  take  to  be  the  low  extreme  of  ^'^'^°°^^P^^'\]gj^' 
Point  King,  though  considerably  to  the  southward  of  the  position  laid  down  camped  for  rest,  &c.  uh. 
on  the  cnart.    The  wind  fresh  from  the  north,  and  the  floe  pretty  good. 
Camped  at  9h.  a.m.  3  miles  south  of  Point  King.    The  summit  of  this  point  5.  e. 
is  the  highest  land  I  have  seen  on  this  side  the  channel,  beine-  about  Temp.  5h.  a.m.  +  32°. 

O  ^  '  O         _  A.M.  -1-  38  , 

400  feet ;  I  take  it  to  be  the  Barlow  range  of  the  chart.    Got  observations 
and  a  good  view  of  Byam  Martin  Island  to-day. 

Started  at  7h.  p.m.,  and  rounded  Point  King.    On  this  point  I  found  a  Juue  uth. 

small  cairn  which  had  been  erected  by  Dr.  Bradford  on  the  I6th  of  May,  j^i^^t  plTTh^ 
1851.    There  was  a  potatoe  case  lying  on  the  ground,  probably  disturbed  course  and  dist.,  northerly  e'. 
by  a  bear,  and  the  tin  containing  the  record  also  on  the  ground,  several        ™^  weather,  northerly, 
feet  from  it.    I  took  a  copy  of  the  papers,  and  left  one  of  my  own  in  a  tin  Temp.  7h.  p.m.  +  34". 
cylinder;  rebuilt  the  cairn,  which  had  entirely  mouldered  away,  and         ih. a.m.  +  3o°. 
replaced  the  potatoe  case.    Mr.  Bradford  calls  his  latitude  76°  33'  50", 
which  agrees  very  nearly  with  mine ;  and  I  have  been  fortunate  in  getting 
observations  every  day  in  this  channel.  The  chart,  however,  is  constructed 
nearly  20  miles  at  variance  with  this  latitude.    This  coast  is  remarkably 
straight,  being  a  series  of  very  shallow  bays  or  indentations,  with  level  land 
extending  some  distance  off  them,  occasionally  watercourses  from  the 
inland  ranges. 

Leaving  Point  King,  I  walked  along  the  land,  and  when  about  half  a 
mile  ahead  of  the  sledge,  I  saw  a  bear  about  the  same  distance  from  me  ;  he 
seemed  to  make  me  out  about  the  same  time,  and  immediately  gave  chase, 
I  presume,  taking  me  for  a  seal.  I  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  the  sledge, 
he  taking  it  rather  leisurely ;  we  got  behind  the  sledge,  and  prepared  the 
IL  T  t 
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l^roceedinf^s  of' 
Commander  Richards 


Bucond  part,  4h.  5'. 
Hours  travelled,  10. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  14li. 
Course  and  dist.  northerly.  11'. 
Wind  and  weather,  northerly, 
b.3. 4. 

Temp.  5h.  a.m.  +  34°. 
9h.  A.M.  +  32°. 


June  15th. 
Eighth  Journey. 
First  part,  6h. 

Course  and  dist.,  northerly,  8'. 
Wind  and  -weather,  northerly, 
5.  6.  g.  c. 

Temp.  6h.  p.m.  +  37°. 
Ih.  A.M.  +  32°. 


Second  part,  4h.  4'. 
Hours  travelled,  10. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  i4h. 
Course  and  dist.,  northerly,  12'. 
Wind  and  weather,  northerly, 
7.  8.  q.  c. 

Temp.  5h.A.M.  +  34°. 
9h.  A.M.  +  35°. 


June  1  Gtli. 
Ninth  Journey. 
First  part,  Gh. 
Courwe  and  dist,  N.,  7^'. 
Wind  and  weather,  N.  q. 
e.  7. 

Temp,  7h.  km.  +  31°. 
2h.  A.M.  •(-  32°. 


g.  «■ 


guns.  He  came  on  steadily — very  thin  and  evidently  hungry.  When  about 
35  yards  from  us  he  received  a  ball  in  his  chest;  he  then  ran  at  the  isledge 
full  speed  ;  getting  another  ball  in  the  fore-shoulder :  he  staggered,  when  the 
Serjeant  shot  him  in  the  hind  quarter,  and  he  fell ;  and  while  two  hundn 
walked  up  to  secure  him,  we  reloaded  leisurely.  To  our  surprise,  however, 
he  started  up,  and  made  off  at  a  very  comfortable  pace  on  three  leg8, 
beating  us  hollow  over  the  bad  floe ;  we  followed  him  nearly  a  mile,  when 
we  gave  up  the  chase,  and  returned.  We  saw  him  drop  afterwards,  but 
time  was  too  valuable  to  waste  on  him,  particularly  as  he  did  not  appear  to 
have  a  day's  fuel  about  him ;  for  a  mile  he  had  covered  the  floe  with  his 
blood,  and  it  seemed  surprising  how  he  should  have  held  out  so  long. 

Proceeded  on  until  Ih,  a.m.  over  })ad  floe,  when  we  camped,  having 
much  difficulty  in  finding  enough  hard  snow  to  pitch  the  tent  upon. 

A  cloudy  morning,  with  light  northerly  wind.  Started  at  5h.  a.m.,  and 
struggled  through  a  wet  and  uncoinfortable  floe  until  9h.  a.m.,  when  we 
encamped  on  a  patch  of  gravel. 

The  range  running  parallel  with  the  coast  is  lower  now,  and  the  low 
laud  extends  further  off ;  hummocks  line  the  coast,  and  I  am  scarcely  able 
to  say  whether  we  are  travelling  over  last  year's  ice,  or  older ;  certainly 
there  is  old  ice  mixed  up  with  it.  Saw  the  track  of  a  bear  this  morning, 
probably  our  friend  of  yesterda}',  as  he  was  coming  from  the  northward. 
Obtained  observations,  angles,  &c.  on  a  neighbouring  ice  hummock.  The 
latitude  to-day,  75°  40'  15''  N. 

At  7h.  P.M.  we  started  ;  the  evening  gloomy,  with  an  increasing  breeze 
from  the  North  ;  the  floe  very  watery,  but  the  wind  and  falhng  temperature 
improved  the  travelling  toM^ards  midnight,  though  dragging  against  a  north 
wind  is  not  agreeable.  Our  course  lay  along  the  coast,  generally  outside 
the  hummocks  of  ice.  Saw  several  bears'  tracks  ;  and  just  after  midnight, 
a  solitary  deer  was  observed  ;  it  being  desirable  to  get  him,  I  halted  the 
sledge,  and,  accompanied  by  Serjeant  Jefferies,  went  in  chase,  using  a  little 
caution  and  stratagem,  which  is  necessary  with  these  gentlemen.  We 
succeeded  in  capturing  him.  The  serjeant  shot  him  through  the  windpipe 
with  a  ball,  and  he  fell  dead  at  70  jaxds  ;  he  proved  to  be  a  very  fine  young 
buck,  and  not  having  been  hitherto  very  fortunate  in  capturing  game,  he 
was  very  acceptable  to  us.  We  camped  on  a  patch  of  gravel,  at  Ih.  a.m. 
The  beach  line  is  plainly  defined  now,  there  being  a  less  extent  of  low 
coast. 

The  wind  freshened  into  a  gale  from  N.W.  this  morning,  with  snow 
squalls.  Started  at  5h.  a.m.,  and  shortly  afterwards  saw  five  deer;  lost 
half  an  hour  in  flirting  wdth  them ;  we  should  undoubtedly  have  got  some 
of  them  if  we  could  have  afforded  time  to  have  attended  to  their  caprices. 
Steering  over  low  land,  inside  the  hummocks,  the  snow  soft  and  wet,  but 
towards  the  end  of  the  march  it  improved.  Several  mouths  of  ravines  or 
watercourses  empty  themselves  into  the  bay  we  are  passing,  which,  when 
the  low  land  is  covered  with  snow,  might  well  be  taken  for  small  inlets ; 
they  are  not  so,  however.  At  9h-  a.m.  we  pitched ;  blowing  strong,  and 
thick  all  round,  but  clear  overhead  ;  got  observations,  &c. 

There  were  some  venison  cutlets  for  dinner  to-day,  which  every  one 
seemed  to  approve  of  amazingly ;  we  used  the  bacon  as  fuel  to  cook  them 
with, — the  best  use  it  can  be  turned  to,  being  almost  entirely  fat.  Before 
leaving  the  ship,  we  were  supplied  with  a  portion  of  the  bacon  from  selected 
pieces  cut  off  from  the  sides,  which  was  better ;  but  the  men  do  not  seem 
to  care  for  the  bacon. 

A  strong  wind  still  blowing  from  the  northward,  with  occasional  snow- 
squalls,  and  thick  weather.  At  7h.  3()m.  p.m.  we  started,  keeping  along 
the  edge  of  the  low  land,  the  ground  pretty  good  ;  the  land  is  much  more 
covered  witli  snow  as  we  get  north.  This  evening,  turning  round  to  look 
how  far  off  the  sledge  was,  I  saw  four  deer  close  to  me,  and  following ;  I 
seldom  carry  a  gun,  and  had  none  at  the  time,  so  I  endeavoured  to  rcyoin 
the  party  for  one ;  they  knew  as  well  as  I  did,  however,  what  I  was  going 
for,  and  made  off  inland. 

At  1  Ih.  30m.  iMH,  I  came  upon  a  cairn,  and  found  it  to  be  Dr.  Bradford's 
furthest,  erected  liy  him  on  the  22d  of  May,  1851.    It  was  well  built  of 
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stones,  and  four  or  five  provision  cases  on  it.    The  paper  stated  that  they        Proceedincrs  of 
Avere  detained  by  N.W.  gales  for  some  days,  and  were  about  to  return  to    <^ommander  Richards, 
the  southward  ;  there  was  no  position  affixed,  but  its  latitude  is  75°  56'  N., 
my  latitude  at  noon  to-day  being  75°  52'  12''  N.    Repaired  the  cairn,  and 
replaced  the  document,  with  one  of  my  own,  in  a  tin  cylinder.    This  point 
I  consider  to  be  Point  Bradford. 

Proceeded  on,  and  encamped  at  Ih.  .30m.  a.m.;  the  weather  thick,  with 
snow  squalls  and  fresh  north  wind. 

Started  at  5h.  a  m.,  and  dragged  against  a  strong  N.W.  wind,  with  snow.  Hours^Sitd  To 
The  coast  trending  W.N.W.,  and  becoming  lower;  the  pressure  on  the  Camped  for  rest' &c.  i4h. 
shore  considerable,  and  some  very  heavy  hummocks  thrown  up.    The  floe  di^tancet"*^! www  }^^*'- 
is  pretty  good,  and  the  travelling  would  not  have  been  unpleasant,  but  for  Wind  and  weather,  kw.,  c. 
the  bitter  N.W.  wind  and  snow  in  one's  face.  Temp.^sh.  a.m.  +  3o°. 

Although  the  venison  was  considered  a  great  luxury  yesterday,  I  And  9^-  +  34°- 
that  it  does  not  sustain  the  people  as  well  as  pemmican,  which  to-day  they 
requested  to  have  ;  I  therefore  gave  them  the  former  for  luncheon,  after  the 
first  halt ;  requiring  no  fuel  to  melt  snow  now,  we  are  able  to  afford  it.  I 
confess  myself  to  a  preference  for  the  deer,  but  I  have  not  to  drag ;  and  I 
believe  a  man  can  do  more  work  on  pemmican  than  on  any  other  description 
of  food. 

The  animals  seen  to-day  were  two  deer,  a  goose,  and  a  seal.  Latitude 
76°  00'  00"  N. 

At  6h.  P.M.  we  started,  making  a  westerly  course.  Tenth^Jou^ney 
In  an  hour  we  saw  our  boat  depot,  and  reached  her  at  9h.  p.m.  ;  camped.  First  pan,  sh. 
and  prepared  her  for  travel.    Found  a  note  from  O shorn  ;  Lieutenant         ^^'^  ^g^*^^"^^'' 
Hamilton  and  he  had  met,  and  had  proceeded  to  the  rendezvous  together,    m.™  6^7.  ^  '  "'  ^' 

Dark,  cold,  ffloomy  weather,  and  the  land  seems  more  winterish  here  than  Temp.  eh.  p.m. +  31°. 

nn  •  •  •  9b.   P  M  +  30 

it  did  on  the  6th  May.  The  wind  is  strong  and  north-westerly,  from  which 
quarter  it  seems  to  blow  eternally.  No  traces  of  animals  here  ;  they  appear 
to  avoid  this  spot. 

Durina;  these  four  hours,  I  remained  encamped,  in  the  hope  of  getting  Second  part,  4h 

,  ?  ,       ,-,  J^'.,        o        o  ii  Encamped  for  observation,  &c. 

observations,  placmg  our  boat  on  the  sledge,  re-stowmg  her,  &c.  succeeded 
in  getting  sights  ;  the  variation  is  162°  easterly,  which  agrees  with  our  last 
visit. 

The  latitude  of  this  position,  76°  00'  30"  N. 

A  strong  north  wind,  with  snow,  this  morning.    After  building  a  large  ''^""^  l^^^' 

^.  i     n  Eleventh  Journey. 

cairn,  erecting  a  wooden  cross  upon  it,  and  depositing  a  record,  &c.,  we  First  part,  eh. 

started,  steering  an  easterly  course  across  the  channel,  to  connect  our  search  ^y^^^^  ^^^^^ 

with  that  of  Lieutenant  (now^  Commander)  Aldrich.    Found  the  floe  a  g.  7!  ^  '  ^'  ^' 

most  wretched  one,  the  people  sinking  12  or  14  inches  deep  into  the  snow.  Temp.  eh.  p.m.  +  31°. 
at  every  step,  with  a  jerk  that  shakes  one  most  uncomfortably.  •  1  •  + 

There  seems  little  difference  between  the  temperature  of  noon  and  mid- 
night now,  unless  the  sun  is  out ;  we  have  rarely  had  it  as  high  as  the  freezing 
point,  and  up  to  the  18th  of  June,  have  not  had  a  day  of  summer  ;  surely, 
the  season  must  be  a  very  backward  one.  At  midnight  we  encamped, 
having  made  4^  miles  in  six  hours,  with  very  severe  labour. 

A  light  wind  from  the  northward  this  morning ;  the  boots  and  clothes  HoT^ftraveiitd '  fo"^^^'' 

left  outside  to  dry  are  frozen  stiff.    Started  at  4h.  a.m.  ;  found  the  floe  Camped  for  rest.  &e.  uh. 

harder  and  better  the  first  two  hours  of  the  journey,  when  it  again  became  wind  and*weathe?  n    c  4 

as  soft  and  distressing  to  travel  over  as  yesterday.    Saw  a  point  on  the  Temp.  4h.  a.m.  +  3i°. 
east  side  of  the  strait,  bearing  E.^N.  (true),  and  which  we  are  steering         sh.  a.m.  +  36°. 
for.   My  people's  boots  are  exhibiting  unmistakeable  symptoms  of  an  entire 
break  up,  which  is  not  pleasant  to  contemplate  at  so  long  a  distance  from 
home.    At  8h.  a.m.  we  encamped. 

Started  at  6h.  p.m.    A  light  northerly  wind,  and  gloomy  weather.    The         ^  '^^^  joume 

travelling  is  better  as  we  get  into  the  middle  of  the  channel,  and  the  rounded  ^^^^^  partl^eh.   °"  ^ 

hummocks,  wrinkled  and  time-worn,  which  here  and  there  show  their  backs  Course  and  dist.,  e.*  k,  7i'. 

above  the  deep  covering  of  snow,  speak  plainly  of  more  than  one  year's  ice.  ^^p.^eh.  I.jf +'33?'  ^'  ™' 
The  eastern  land  is  distinctly  visible,  and  shows  from  here  like  two  islands.         Mid.  +  32°. 
They  are  probably,  however,  projecting  capes  with  deep  bights  between 
them,  such  as  are  described  by  Lieutenant  Aldrich  in  his  journal.  We 
camped  at  midnight,  the  weather  still  gloomy. 

At  4h.  a.m.  we  started  with  a  light  northerly  wind,  passing  over  old  ice,  Second  part,  4h.  e'. 

Tt  2 
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ourt)  travdlcd,  10. 
Cainpod  I'or  I'cst,  t>i.c.  Hli. 
Coui-Hc  and  dist,  K.  by  N.  13^'. 
Wind  and  weatlier,  N.,  2.  ."3. 
1).  c. 

Temp.  4li.  A.M.  +  .33°. 
8h.  A.M.  +  37". 
June  20th. 
Thirteentli  Journey. 
First  part,  (3ii. 
Course  and  f  K.  h.  N.     1  ^, 

distance,  [  North.  j 
Wind  and  weather,  W.,  3.  b.  c 
Temp.  6h.  I'.ji.  +  37°. 
Mid.  +  34°. 


Second  part,  4h.  A'. 
Hours  travelled,  10. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  1 4h. 
Course  and  f  E.  by  N.  \  ,y 
distance,     \  North.  J 
Wind  and  weather,  S.,  g.  s.  3. 
Temp.  4h.  a.m.  +  34°. 
8h.  A.M.  +  38°. 


June  21st. 
Fourteenth  Journey. 
First  part,  6h. 
Course  and  dist.,  N.,  6-i-'. 
Wind  and  weather,  S.,  6.  7.  q.  s. 
Temp.  6h.  p.m.  +  35°. 
Mid.  +32°. 


Second  part,  4h.  4^'. 
Hours  travelled,  1 0. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  14h. 
Course  and  dist,  N.,  11'. 
Wind  and  weather,  S.,  6.  7. 
q.  c.  m. 

Temp.  4h.  A.M.  +  34°. 
ah.  A.M.  +  34°. 


June  22d. 
Fifteenth  Journey. 
First  part,  Gli. 

Course  and  dist.,  N.N.W.,  5'. 
Wind  and  weather,  S.,  c.  q. 
in.  7. 

Temp.  f.h.  vm.  +  35°. 
Mid.  +  35°. 


Second  ));irt,  'il,h.  3i'. 
Hours  travelled,  ^0L 
Camped  for  rest,  Ikc.  Vi),h. 
Wind  and  weather,  S.,  c.  ni.  4. 
(Umm-  and  dist.,  N. '^  .VV.,  8i'. 
'J'einp.  4h.  A.M.  +  35". 
yh.  A.M.  I-  30". 


and  steering'  for  the  j)oint  seen  on  the  east  shore.  At  8h.  a..m.  we  en- 
camped; found  it  warm  in  the  tent  during  the  day,  and  the  sun  whowing 
out  at  noon,  I  got  a  hititude  76"  06'  N. 

A  hglit  westerly  wind,  witli  rather  tine  vveatlu.'r.  y\t  Gli.  I'.m.  we  moved 
on,  tlie  floe  very  heavy  from  the  increased  temperatu^re  of  the  day,  having 
rendered  the  .snow  soft,  dragging  almost  knee  deep  in  it  l)et\veen  old  Imrn- 
mocks,  with  severe  labour  to  th(;  crew.  Steered  for  two  miles  towards  tiie 
point,  wlien  being  sufficiently  close  to  see  that  there  was  no  cairn  tliere, 
and  examining  tlie  extreme  south  point  (vvliich  is  about  10  miles  from  us) 
with  my  glass,  I  hauled  up  along  the  land  to  the  northward.  I  now  see 
the  land  plainly  round  the  heads  of  these  deep  inlets,  and  it  is  not  so  low 
as  I  liad  at  tirst  imagined.  At  midnight  we  encamped  on  the  back  of  an 
old  hummock  of  ice,  the  only  habitable  place  now,  unless  on  the  shore ; 
our  camp  is  I  v,  miles  from  the  nearest  land. 

Broke  up  our  camp  at  4h.  .'50m.  a.m.,  and  proceeded  onwards.  During 
this  four  hours'  march  we  have  passed  over  the  most  distressing  floe  it  is 
possible  to  conceive,  the  men  above  their  knees  in  the  snow,  and  reduced 
almost  to  a  standing  pull  with  the  sledge,  which  is  at  times  completely 
buried.  The  wind  light  and  southerly,  with  gloomy  weather,  no  sun 
visible,  but  close  and  sultry,  with  snow  falling :  a  strange  association. 
Camped  at  8h.  30m.  on  the  back  of  an  old  hummock,  having  made  about 
a  north  course. 

The  water  from  the  floe  found  its  way  through  everything  to-day  ;  and 
we  were  not  sorry  when  the  hour  to  march,  6h.  p.m.,  arrived.  A  strong 
southerly  wind.  The  floe,  I  thought,  was  at  its  w^orst  yesterday,  but  I 
was  mistaken ;  the  snow  now  lies  much  thicker,  and  the  men  sink  so  deep 
into  it  that  they  completely  lose  their  power.  The  sledge  entirely  buried, 
and  sometimes  a  part  of  the  boat  only  visible.  Had  it  not  been  for  the 
strong  favourable  wind  we  certainly  should  have  had  either  to  abandon 
her,  or  make  two  journies.  The  additional  curse  of  the  country  (thick 
weather)  is  piled  heavily  upon  us  also  to-day,  not  being  able  to  see  50 
yards.  It  would,  indeed,  be  an  insult  to  our  21st  of  December  to  compare 
it  with  this,  the  longest  day  of  summer  in  these  peculiarly/  Javoured  regions. 
All  my  people  are  suffering  more  or  less  from  the  wet  and  the  severe 
labour  of  the  last  few  days,  and  I  have  had  to  administer  opium  very  libe- 
rally to  them. 

Started  at  4h.  a.m.  with  a  strong  south  wind  and  thick  weather,  steering 
about  N.  by  W.  The  floe  much  the  same  as  yesterday,  occasionally  digging 
the  sledge  out  of  the  deep  snow  w^tli  a  shovel.  We  are  now  crossing  an 
extensive  inlet,  the  head  of  which  I  saw  as  the  Aveather  cleared  at  6h.  a.m. 
It  appears  to  run  in  about  8  miles,  with  a  deep  bight  in  the  S.E.  as  well  as 
the  N.E.  corner  of  it.  As  we  approached  the  northern  side  of  this  inlet 
the  old  hummocks  became  more  numerous,  and  there  not  being  sufficient 
room  between  them,  we  were  obliged  to  drag  the  sledge  and  boat  over  them. 
At  7h.  a.m.  I  saw  land  bearing  N.N.W.,  which  I  take  to  be  our  rendezvous 
hill ;  at  8h.  we  encamped,  and  were  glad  to  get  dry  clothes  on.  Our  prac- 
tice now  is  to  put  on  the  wet  ones  before  starting,  which,  though  rather  an 
uncomfortable  process,  is  a  highly  necessary  one.  A  strong  south  wind 
still  blowing. 

At  6h.  p.m.  we  started,  steering  N.N.W. ;  weather  very  thick,  passing 
over  old  floe  ;  the  snow  between  the  hummocks  2  feet  deep,  and  very  soft 
and  wet. 

Two  of  my  people  very  unwell,  which  reduces  our  strength  considerably, 
and  adds  to  the  labour.  At  midnight  we  pitched  the  tent  on  the  floe.  We 
hiid  the  lilack  waterproof  tent  bottom  of  great  service  noAV,  indeed  itAVOuld 
be  impossible  to  sk'cj)  on  the  floe  at  this  season  without  it. 

At  4h.  A.M.  wc  thovchI  on,  and  I  can  onl)^  compare  tliis  journey  to  4| 
liours  passed  in  a  tr(ui,<hnilL    The  snow  .3  feet  deep,  and  .5  or  6  inches  of 


water  between  it  and  the  floe.  A  light  southerly  wind  and  cloudy  weather. 
Sav/  the  cairn  on  the  Rendezvous  IJhdf.  The  sun  showed  himself  this 
morning,  and  I  got  observations.  Kept  on  an  extra  half  hour  in  chase  of 
a  patch  of  gravel,  which  seemed  to  travel  away  from  us;  so  deceptive  are 
appearances  on  the  floe  in  thick  weather,  every  one  believed  it  was  close  to 
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us,  when  it  was  in  reality  two  or  three  miles  off.    At  8h.  30m.  we  encamped       Proceedin^-s  of 
on  the  floe,  having  made  little  more  than  three  miles  in  44~  hours.  ommandei-  Kicliards. 

During  this  journey  we  were  favoured  with  a  change — if  not  an  agreeable  J™e  23d. 

one,  certainly  a  novelty ;  rain  instead  of  snow.  A  fresh  southerly  wind  and  ^.^^^^  ^^^f'^-^il^  Journey, 
thick  weather,  the  sail  helping  us.    At  midnight  we  passed  the  Rendezvous  Course  a-.'j'diV;.,  ^'.n.w.  7^/. 
Bluff,  and  at  Ih.  a.m.  encamped  at  our  old  depot,  after  a  most  fatiguing  ■^^emp^ehTM^+ss^' ^'^ 
march  through  deep  snow,  and  latterly  water,  which  w^as  a  decided  im-         ih.' a.m.  +  39°! 
provement.    We  had  our  choice  of  ground  to-night,  either  soft  snow  or 
soft  clay ;  we  chose  the  latter  as  being  a  novelty,  and  as  reminding  us  of 
the  approach  to  a  pi^'sty  in  England  of  a  November  day.    All  the  gear 
wet  through.    The  passage  across  this  channel  has  been  by  far  the  Avorst 
travelling  we  have  experienced,  and  has  produced  an  utter  prostration  of 
strength  among  the  people ;  two  of  them  remind  me  of  hospital  patients 
more  than  anything  else.    The  early  travelling,  though  the  cold  is  intense, 
is  by  far  preferable  to  June. 

At  7h.  A.M.  we  breakfasted,  and  shifted  our  tent  to  higher  ground,  InT^ed for^^bservations, &e. 

spreading  our  gear  out  to  dr}'.  Wind  and  weather,  S.,  b.  c.  4. 

I  determined  to  remain  here  24  hours,  to  give  the  men  some  rest,  of        eh!  p.m.  +  38°.' 
which  they  were  much  in  need,  and  if  possible  to  repeat  my  observations. 
Took  our  provisions  from  the  depot.    This  morning  we  saw  four  deer  June  24th. 

grazing  on  the  hill,  but  the  people  were  too  tired  to  go  in  chase.    The  tions^'&c!'^  ^'^^ 
lemmings  here  are  very  numerous ;  moss  and  saxifrage  abundant,  and  saw 
some  sorrel  for  the  first  time,  but  very  small  and  very  little  of  it ;  every 
thing  seems  most  backward  this  year. 

There  is  much  more  vegetation,  however,  on  this  side  the  strait  than  on 
the  other  ;  indeed  there  would  seem  to  be  a  well-defined  line  of  sterility  on 
the  N.E.  side  of  Melville  Island,  which  appears  to  extend  30  miles  to  the 
southward,  and  nearly  as  far  to  the  westward  of  the  N.E.  extreme.  It  is 
remarkable,  too,  that  no  animals  or  traces  of  them  were  seen  on  that  corner. 
I  can  only  account  for  it  by  the  force  of  the  N.W.  wind  telling  constantly 
there. 

This  afternoon,  the  sun  coming  out,  gave  me  an  opportunity  of  observa- 
tions, and  of  using  my  theodolite  for  the  first  time. 

Three  men  went  in  chase  of  the  deer  in  the  evening,  but  returned,  having 
only  shot  two  ptarmigan.    The  weather  came  in  very  thick  again. 

This  morning  was  fine  by  comparison,  and  I  determined  to  sacrifice  a  few  Jme  25tii. 

hours  more,  in  the  hope  of  getting  observations  from  the  hill.  Seventeenth  Journey. 

Obtained  forenoon  sights,  and  went  to  the  Rendezvous  cairn  with  a  theo-  coursra'^n'd^di'st.,  n.e.,  4'. 
dolite.    Saw  all  the  southern  points,  and  one  on  the  west  side  of  the  wind  and  weather,  N.E.,b.c.  4, 
channel,  but  could  make  out  no  land  to  the  northward,  though  a  heavy        ^oon  +  35^°?  ' 
bank  of  clouds  seemed  to  remain  stationary  there.    Erected  a  large  cairn, 
and  planted  a  bamboo  on  it,  with  a  record  of  our  visit,  &c. 

There  are  no  stones  here,  and  cairns  built  of  the  frozen  soil  in  early 
spring  are  certain  to  thaw  and  moulder  away  in  summer ;  ours  was  almost 
destroyed ;  returned  to  the  camp  ;  got  a  noon  latitude.  Started  at  2h.  p.m. 
for  Cape  Fortune  ;  the  wind  fresh  and  north-easterly,  with  fine  weather. 
At  8h.  P.M.  we  encamped  on  a  point,  having  made  only  4  miles  in  the  6 
hours. 

The  floe  oflP  Point  Success  very  heavy  and  broken,  with  water  and  deep 
soft  snow,  having  to  dig  the  boat  and  sledge  out  repeatedly  with  a  shovel, 
and  a  standing  pull  almost  throughout  the  miarch.  Second  part,  5h.  5'. 

Started  at  4h.  a.m.,  a  fine  morning,  with  N.E.  wind.    Steered  from  point  ^^IpUTiilt,  &c.  i3h. 
to  point,  the  indentations  between  them  very  shallow.    The  floe  is  better  Course  and  dist!  n.e„  9'. 
for  travelling  than  yesterday,  being  covered  with  one  continuous^  sheet  of  St^'S.  a^l  +  ss?"^"'^'*' 
water,  ankle  deep.    Passed  one  of  our  old  encampments,  which  is  plainly        9h.  a.m.  +  36°. 
visible,  now  nearly  a  foot  under  water,  and  camped  at  9h.  a.m.  on  the  land, 
which  is  covered  with  pools  from  the  thaw  ;  got  sights  and  a  variation. 
The  latitude  76°  40'  N.    Saw  two  deer  near  the  tent  when  I  got  up  at  j^^^^  ^^^^^ 

noon  for  the  latitude.  Eigliteenth"joumey. 

At  6h.  P.M.  the  sledge  moved  on,  and  I  started  for  higher  ground  to  look  Jo^JsrSAtat'ce,  e.,  5'. 
for  land  to  the  northward  ;  in  five  minutes,  however,  I  got  buried  up  to  my  wmd  and  weather,'  N.k,  b.  ^ 
knees  in  clay  and  snow,  and  having  no  shovel  to  dig  myself  out  with,  Temp  6h.  p.m. +  42°. 
thought  it  most  prudent  to  retire.  Mid. +  30°. 
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Proccodliif^s  (){' 
CoinmaiKlcr  Ricliiirds. 


Second  part,  -Ih.  4'. 
Hours  travelled,  10. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  1  41i. 
Course  and  J  E.     1  g  i  / 
distance,      \  S.E.  J    -  " 
Wind  and  weather,  N.E., 
V.  3.  4. 

Temp.  4h.  A..5I.  +  35°. 
8h.  A.M.  +  37°. 


June  27th. 
Nineteenth  Journey. 
Eirst  part,  6b. 
Course  and  dist.,  S.E.,  7V. 
Wind  and  weather,  N.,  3.  b. 
Temp.  6h.  p.m.  +  40°. 
Mid.  +  32°. 


Second  part,  Ahh..  4'. 
Hours  travelled,  lOh 
Camped  for  rest,  S  c.  13^h. 
Course  and  dist.,  S.E.,  1 IV- 
Wind  and  weather,  N.,  3.  b. 
Temp.  4h.  a.m.  +  34°. 
9h.  A.M.  +  38°. 


June  28th. 
Twentieth  Journey. 

First  part,  3ih. 
Course  and  dist,  S.E.,  4'. 
Wind  and  weather 
Temp.  6h.  P.M.  +  35". 


Rejoined  the  sled^-e,  and  we  .shortly  cajne  to  <>](]  Hoe,  exclianginj^  wat«r 
for  deep  snow.  'I'he  ohl  liiirnMiocks  lying  very  thick  :  this  rnarcli  reminded 
me  of  travelling-  through  a  thriving  churchyard  of  tlic  old  school  more 
than  anything  else  I  could  cornpan;  it  to.  'j'he  hiinnnocks  are  exactly  th<'- 
shape  of  well-niade  graves,  and  very  thick  they  lie  too.  The  labour  to  the 
men  was  l)cyond  conception,  and  we  were  sometimes  half  an  hour  moving 
the  sledge  a  few  yards. 

I  had  serious  thoughts  of  parting  with  my  boat  or  some  of  my  equip- 
ment to-day,  but  we  reached  the  land  without  resorting  to  such  an  alter- 
native. The  l)oat  I  should  leave  unwillingly,  and  only  at  the  last  extre- 
mity, as  1  have  an  idea  that  her  services  will  be  required  in  the  Queen's 
Channel.  What  l  enders  our  work  so  laborious  is  that  we  are  not  travelling 
after  the  manner  of  returning  sledges,  but  with  nearly  full  weights,  having 
a  boat  and  much  extra  provisions  on  the  sledge,  in  consequence  of  my  ori- 
ginal route  having  been  frustrated.  We  encamped  at  midnight  on  the  8.E. 
point  of  the  harbour  we  had  passed  on  our  outward  route. 

The  best  travelling  at  this  season  of  the  year  seems  to  me  to  be  close  to 
the  beach,  just  outside  the  tide  cracks.  In  the  old  ice  among  the  hummocks 
it  is  almost  impracticable. 

Our  wet  traps  have  frozen  stiff,  instead  of  drying  during  the  night. 

A  fine  warm  morning,  wind  N.E.  Started  at  4h.  a.m.,  and  dragged  the 
sledge  for  a  mile  over  the  land ;  the  snow  then  gettmg  very  soft,  we 
launched  on  to  the  floe.  Saw  two  deer  and  a  fawn,  but  they  were  very 
wild.  The  young  ice  had  formed  on  the  floe  during  the  night ;  cut  my 
boots  in  breaking  through  it.  I  am  sorry  to  say  those  of  my  people  are  in 
a  very  bad  state,  being  perfect  rags.  Having  got  a  pair  from  Captain 
Kellett,  at  Melville  Island,  I  am  in.  better  condition  myself.  At  8h.  a.m. 
we  encamped,  got  observations  and  theodolite  angles.  The  solitary  mount, 
Cape  Fortune,  and  the  Deception  Group  in  sight,  as  well  as  the  New 
Island  to  the  north,  discovered  on  our  outward  route  The  weather  is 
very  clear,  but  I  can  see  no  other  land  to  the  northward. 

The  wind  northerly,  with  fine  clear  weather.  At  6h.  p.m.  we  started ; 
the  floe  in  a  fearful  state  of  dilapidation  ;  passed  over  every  variety  of 
travelling,  young  ice,  water,  and  sludge ;  by  steering  close  round  the  shore 
of  the  bays  we  found  that  we  kept  the  water,  which  is  now  a  foot  deep,  and 
with  a  temperature  of  +  40°  is  not  particularly  disagreeable  to  walk 
through.  Cut  off  Point  Fleetwood  (the  solitary  point)  by  dragging  over 
the  land,  where  we  found  sufficient  snow  for  the  sledge  ;  passed  our  encamp- 
ment of  the  25th  of  April,  and  saw  our  old  sledge  tracks  very  distinctly. 
The  bay  is  full  of  old  ice,  which  we  tried  to  cross,  but  finding  it  impossible, 
we  kept  the  coast-line,  and  camped  at  midnight  on  the  land  ;  saw  a  cairn  on 
Cape  Fortune,  which  must  be  one  of  Osborn's. 

Started  at  4h,  a.m.  ;  light  northerly  wind  and  cloud}-  weather.  Very 
heavy  work  to-day,  the  old  floe  pressing  close  home  on  the  beach,  and  the 
land  snow  not  fit  to  travel  on.  I  hoped  to  have  reached  Cape  Fortune  this 
march,  but  we  were  obliged  to  camp  3  miles  from  it.  The  young  ice  very 
tough,  and  makes  the  feet  and  shins  very  sore  in  breaking  through  it ;  saw 
a  few  Brent  geese  to-day,  but  they  were  very  wild. 

At  6h.  p.m.  we  moved  on;  steered  over  the  land  a  short  distance,  and 
then  across  the  ba,y  west  of  the  depot.  The  floe  infiimous ;  deep  pools  of 
water  and  heavy  snow  ;  the  water  too  cold  to  be  comfortable.  At  9h-  30m. 
p.m.  we  arrived  at  Cape  Fortune,  where  I  found  notes  from  Osborn,  Lieu- 
tenant May,  and  Mr.  Herbert,  and  I  learn  from  them  that  the  inlets  to  the 
southward  are  more  extensive  than  we  had  imagined.  Osborn  had  left  me 
a  sketch  of  them.  Lieutenant  May  had  brought  provisions  from  Cape 
Lady  Franklin  here,  according  to  his  instructions;  and  Osborn,  finding  that 
I  had  gone  to  the  "  Kesolute,"  and  anticipating  that  I  should  not  have  time 
to  complete  the  search,  owing  to  the  difficulty  of  sledge  travelling  in  July, 
had  taken  a  part  of  them,  and  dividing  his  sledge  party  into  two,  had  un- 
dertaken the  search  of  the  south  coast  of  the  Deception  Group  and  some 
of  the  neighbouring  bays.  Lieutenant  May  had  recrossed  the  Queen's 
(Channel  for  the  ship.  1  also  learnt  iVom  the  parties  who  had  preceded  me 
that  the  bears  had  destroyed  several  depots,  eating  pemmican,  bacon,  boats, 
oars,  and  flags  indiscriminately. 
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To  my  infinite  disappointment  this  morning  at  4h.  the  weather  came  on        Proceedings  of 
very  thick,  with  snow  ;  I  had  intended  to  go  on  the  summit  of*  Cape  For-    Commander  Richards, 
tune,  as  a  view  of  the  inlets  from  there  would  have  been  very  satisfactory, 
and  would  probably  have  saved  me  much  time,  and  my  people  much  labour.  Jme  29tii. 

They  were  employed  all  day  in  patching  up  what  was  left  of  their  boots,  Encased  for  repairs,  observa- 
for  which  purpose  I  had  some  gutta  percha  cases  cut  up,  as  we  cannot 
possibly  move  on  until  this  important  part  of  our  equipment  is  in  some 
measure  made  efficient. 

In  the  evening  two  men  went  to  shoot,  and  brought  home  five  king- 
ducks  {Anas  spectabilis)  and  a  ptarmigan,  and  burst  the  Hudson's  Bay  gun 
literally  into  pieces,  fortunately  without  doing  any  serious  injury.  The 
weather  continued  very  thick,  with  strong  N.W.  wind  all  night. 

No  favourable  change  in  the  weather  this  morning;  but  at  7h.  a.m.  I  Junesoih. 
went  on  the  hill  to  be  ready  to  take  advantage  of  any  partial  clear.  Set  up     Twenty-first  journey, 
my  theodolite,  as  a  kind  of  "defiance;"  remained  four  hours,  a72d  saw  couLrindlist.  r/. 
nothing.    Increased  the  cairn  to  a  very  large  and  solid  one,  entirely  of  wind  and  weather,  n.w.,c.  q.  5. 
stone,  which  will  last  for  ever,  and  left  the  usual  record.  The  thermometer        Noon"+ 3^5°.^^" 
was  below  the  freezing  point,  and  it  was  particularly  cold  and  uncomfort-         eh.  p.m.  +  34°. 
able  on  the  summit  of  this  hill ;  not  even  repaid  with  a  single  angle.  Re- 
turned to  the  camp  at  noon  with  much  reluctance,  for  1  had  set  my  heart 
on  a  view  from  this  Cape,  but  there  was  no  chance  of  a  clear.    I  saw  the 
saxifrage  in  floiver  for  the  first  time  to-day,  and  some  stunted  sorrel,  but  it 
would  take  one  a  long  time  to  gather  enough  to  keep  the  scurvy  out  of  him 
for  a  week.    At  Ih.  p.m.,  there  being  no  appearance  of  a  clear,  we  packed 
up  and  started,  rounding  Point  Clerke,  and  keeping  along  the  shore  of  the 
S.VV.,  or,  as  I  have  called  it,  Sulivan  Inlet.  The  weather  cleared  a  little  in 
the  afternoon,  and  I  saw  the  head  of  it,  low  land,  and  8  or  10  miles  deep. 
We  then  struck  across  for  the  south  head  of  it,  the  travelling  very  laborious 
through  sludge  and  water,  more  than  a  foot  deep.    At  7h-  30m.  we  camped 
on  a  piece  of  old  ice,  scarcely  large  enough  to  pitch  the  tent  on,  a  ditch  of 
water  all  round  it.    After  six  or  seven  hours  walking  through  the  water  at 
this  temperature  the  people's  feet  get  quite  benumbed,  and  for  two  hours 
after  you  are  in  your  blanket  bag  you  can  scarcely  tell  if  you  have  any  or 
no.    The  weather  clearer ;  got  some  sextant  angles,  &c. 

At  3h.  A.M.,  after  a  very  uncomfortable  rest,  we  started  again,  and  steered  Second  part,  4i-h.  5'. 
S.S.E. ;  knee  deep  in  sludge  and  water  till  7h.  40m.  a.m.,  when  we  reached  CiTmp^ed  for  rest  &c  isk 
the  land  under  the  south  head  of  Sulivan  Inlet,  a  bold  bluff,  600  feet  high,  comse  and  dist.'  s.s.k  loi'. 
During  this  march  the  weather  cleared,  and  I  again  saw  the  head  of  the  ^^""^  ^""^  weather,  N.W.,  c. 
inlet  very  distinctly,  also  the  land  to  the  eastward;  before,  however,  I  Temp. 3h. a.m+32°. 
could  get  my  theodolite  up  every  object  but  the  sun  was  obscured.    Got        8h.  a.m.  +  34°. 
lights,  latitude,  true  bearing,  and  theodolite  angles  during  the  day  by  con- 
stant watching. 

Started  at  6h.  p.m.  ;  steering  E.^N.,  as  near  as  the  ice  would  per-  J'l^y  i^'- 

mit,  for  a  high  range  of  hills  on  the  east  side  of  what  I  call  Erskine  Inlet.  ^■^rTl'T^^''^''''^' 
The  old  hummocks  and  lanes  of  water  between  them  lay  N.W,  and  S.E.  Coursran'd  dist,  e.  i  n.,  sV- 
Our  course,  therefore,  lay  at  right  angles  to  them,  and  the  tracks  of  the  Wind  and  weather,  n.w.,  c. 
former  caused  our  sledge  to  complain  considerably;  we  camped  in  the  Temp.  eh.  p.m. +  36°. 
middle  of  the  channel  on  an  old  piece  of  ice.    This  inlet  runs  nearly  south         ^^  +  34"^. 
for  about  30  miles.    Our  march  has  been  through  water  knee  deep,  and 
over  heavy  hummocks  ;  cold  work  for  the  feet.  3h  " 

At  4h.  a.m.  we  started,  and  steered  for  the  eastern  side  of  the  inlet;  the  Hours  travelled,  114. 
lanes  of  water  less  frequent  but  deeper  on  the  floe,  being  above  the  knees  ;  [^o™g"\^°[^75t'|'7 
the  hummocks  of  old  ice  lying  N.W.  and  S.E.  very  thick  and  high,  the  Wind  and  weather,  N.W.  5. 
young  ice  over  the  pools  strong,  rendering  the  operation  of  breaking  through  '^^^^p^'^j^  ^  ^^^o 
it  with  your  shins  rather  a  painful  one.  Altogether  this  has  been  one  of  our       '  gh!  a!m!  +  35°! 
most  distressing  marches,  making  a  standing  pull  with  the  boat  and  sledge 
during  nearly  the  whole  of  it.    At  8h.  45m.  a.m.  we  reached  the  shore  and 
encamped  on  it ;  the  wind  has  been  westerly  and  north- w^esterly  all  day,  with 
very  thick  weather  and  snow.  j^j^ 

At  6h.  p.m.  we  moved  on  along  the  coast  northerly ;  passed  a  small  har-     iventy-third  journey, 
hour,  and  2  miles  further  on  another  very  good  one  but  full  of  old  ice.  First  part,  eh. 
Walked  to  the  summit  of  a  hill  to  get  a  view  of  the  coast ;  when  I  got  to  ^kidlnd  wSer^i^ 
the  top  I  found  my  self  within  a  hundred  yards  of  a  bear,  who  was  sitting  and  q.  m. 
down,  apparently  watching  for  seal.    Came  down  much  faster  than  I  went  i^j^i/'^'g^go^"' 
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l'roc,(!0(lin<j,',s  of 
Coinniaiidcr  liicluirds 


Second  part,  4li.  0'. 
Hours  travelled,  1 0. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  14li. 
Course  &  dist..N.  andN.E.  10'. 
Wind  and  weather,  S.W.,  q.m.5. 
Temp.  4h.  a.m.  +  ;s5°. 
9h.  A.M.  +  36°. 


July  3d. 
Twenty-fourth  Journey. 
First  part,  5h.  5  miles. 
Course  and  dist.,  East  and  S.E., 
5  miles. 

Wind  and  weather,  S.W.  and 
West,  8.  9.  q.  c. 
Temp.  6h.  p.m. +  3:3°. 
Mid.  +  36°. 


Second  part. 

Encamped. 

Hours  travelleti,  5. 

Campe  I  for  rest, &e.,  detained 

by  weather,  19h. 

Win^i   and  weather,  W.S.W., 

10.  c.  m. 


July  4th. 
Twenty-fifth  Journey. 
First  part,  6ib. 
Coursi;  an  i  ':ist..  Easterly,  TV- 
Win  1   and  weather,  W  S.W.. 
E. ,  W.S.W.,  8.      b.  c. 
Temp,  noon  +  ^10°. 

7h.  P.M.  +  30°. 


Second  part,  .G^h.  (>'. 
Hours  travelled, 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.  12li. 
Course  and  iiiat,,  l.'5|°. 
Wind  anri  weather,  variable, 
g.  c.  5.  (>. 
Temp.  '5h.,\.M.  i-  :tH". 

loll.  A.M.  h  17". 


up  ;  he  (lid  not  follow  inc,  l)u(.  when  I  got  to  the  floe  1  saw  him  several  times 
show  ln"s  licad  over  the  clift",  watcliing  either  us  or  the  seal ;  as  we  do  not 
want  him  for  Ciicl,  and  have  very  little  ammunition  left,  I  hope  he  may  keep 
at  a  respectful  distance.  I'iie  weather  set  in  very  thick  again  shortly  after 
starting,  and  the  bay  ice  is  stronger  than  yesterday  ;  camped  at  midnight 
on  the  sliore. 

Proceeded  on  at  4h.  a.m.  ;  fresh  S.W.  wind,  with  thick  gloom.y  weather.  The 
N.E.  seems  the  only  wind  accompanied  by  fine  and  clear  weather ; 
with  the  N.W.  the  sun  generally  shows  himself  througli  the  mist,  but  the 
land  and  horizon  entirely  obscured;  with  the  .S.W.  the  land  is  plain,  but  no 
sun  to  be  seen.  We  have  now  a  good  view  of  the  coast  easterly,  also  of 
the  Deception  Group  ;  the  young  ice  is  very  strong  to-day,  almost  bearable, 
but  by  keeping  along  the  land  the  travelling  was  comparatively  good.  We 
crossed  several  cracks  of  water  to-day  3  or  4  feet  wide,  and  camped  at  9h. 
A.M.  on  the  land. 

When  we  started  at  6h.  this  evening,  a  strong  S.W.  wind  was  blowing, 
which  by  midnight  had  increased  to  a  violent  gale,  and  drew  to  the  west- 
ward, olDliging  us  to  take  the  sail  in,  as  the  sledge  and  boat  were  capsizing 
over  the  hummocks.  Steered  along  the  coast,  which  trended  easterly  and 
latterly  south-easterly ;  the  weather  is  thick,  and  the  ice,  which  is  the 
heaviest  I  have  seen,  presses  in  hummocks  close  home  on  the  coast,  depriving 
us  of  our  accustomed  privilege  of  a  somewhat  better  road,  by  keeping  the 
shore  on  board.  At  1  Ih.  p.m.,  considering  that  we  must  be  in  the  best 
position  for  crossing  this  gulf  (which  I  call  May  Inlet)  at  its  narrowest 
part,  we  camped  on  the  only  eligible  spot  we  could  find  clear  of  water  and 
at  some  elevation.  Owing  to  the  strong  wind,  we  had  much  difficulty 
in  getting  the  tent  to  stand,  which  we  eventually  secured  with  large  stones  ; 
by  midnight  we  were  housed,  the  gale  still  increasing. 

At  4h.  A.M.  on  the  4th  of  July  it  blcAv  a  furious  gale  from  W.S.W.,  and 
although  fair  for  us,  it  was  impossible  to  manage  our  boat  and  sledge 
over  so  heavy  a  floe.  At  8h.  a.m.  there  was  no  abatement,  and  precious  as 
time  was  now  become,  there  was  no  alternative  but  to  remain  where  we 
were.  At  I  Ih,  a.m.  it  moderated  a  little,  and  we  breakfasted,  ready  for  a  start. 

At  noon,  by  building  an  embankment  of  stones,  I  got  a  latitude ;  and  Ave 
then  started,  but  I  confess  not  without  a  misgiving  as  to  reaching  the  oppo- 
site side  of  the  gulf  without  an  adventure.  For  the  first  3  hours  Ave  made 
rapid  progress  ;  the  floe  Avas  a  perfect  sea,  and  anything  but  a  calm  one ; 
except  for  the  backs  of  the  old  hummocks  Ave  might  have  floated  our  boat 
and  sledge  across  easily.  The  strong  wind  prevented  our  shoAving  any  sail, 
but  she  ran  under  bare  poles,  the  men  supporting  her  on  either  side ;  it  AA-as 
a  rapid  but  certainly  not  pleasant  mode  of  travelling  ;  the  sledge  jumping 
over  the  hummocks,  broke  one  runner  and  a  top  rail.  At  3h.  p.m.  the  Avind 
suddenly  shifted  to  East  and  blew  strong  for  half  an  hour,  when  it  backed 
round  to  the  old  quarter,  and  continued,  though  with  less  violence.  At 
6h.  30m.  P.M.  we  landed  on  the  east  side  of  May  Inlet ;  it  is  a  very 
deep  one,  and  the  land  at  the  head  of  it  is  rugged  and  much  broken  up  ; 
the  ice  in  it  seems  very  old,  and  though  a  glance  Avas  sufficient  to  shoAV 
that  any  search  Avas  unnecessary,  yet  I  should  like  much  to  have  gone 
round  it  if  time  and  the  ground  Avould  have  admitted  of  it.  My  people  are 
much  distressed  by  this  march,  and  don't  seem  to  care  for  their  supper, 
preferring  rest.  The  constant  Avalking  in  the  Avater  has  caused  SAA^elling  in 
their  feet  and  legs  ;  as  for  the  boots,  they  are  iioav  mere  apologies  for  that 
articles  of  dress. 

This  morning  we  had  rain ;  the  wind  variable  and  squally  ;  the  sky 
covered  with  heavy  clouds.  At  4h.  a.m.  we  moved  on,  folloAA'ing  the 
indentations  of  the  coast  to  avoid  as  much  as  possible  the  heaA'y  floe.  The 
ice  in  these  inlets  is,  I  imagine,  very  old,  and  seldom  clears  out;  saw 
seals,  old  and  young,  with  their  summer  clothes  on,  very  handsome.  A 
9h.  30m.  we  encamped,  having  kept  under  weigh  an  hour  and  a  half  later 
than  usual,  to  mak(!  up  for  our  detentioir  by  yesterday's  gale ;  the  people 
suilci'ing  a  good  deal  in  their  feet.  (Jot  ()l)servaticns,  and  em])loyed  myself  in 
completing  up  my  rough  cthart.  The  salt  water  now  flows  up  between  the 
floe  and  tlu;  shore,  and  I  find  it  Avas  high  water  shortly  after  noon  to-day; 
the  rise  and  fall  about  5  feet. 
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A  gloomy  afternoon;  the  wind  E.S.E. ;  low  water  at  6h.  p.m.,  at  which         Juiysth, eh. 
time  we  started,  passing  a  succession  of  points.    The  coast  a  rounding  one,      Twenty-sixth  journey, 
trending  from  N.E.  to  E.    The  land  high,  with  deep  ravines,  down  which  course  and  StanctN.E.  to  e. 
the  water  poured  in  wide  and  rapid  streams.    I  had  selected  a  promising  7i'. 
hill  to  ascend,  but  the  weather  coming  on  very  thick,  with  rain,  nothing  "^^'J^^       weather,  e.s.e.-, 
could  be  seen  from  it ;  one  deer  I  saw  feeding  on  the  summit.  Temp.  eh.  p.m.  +  43°. 

At  Uh.  30m.  I  saw  a  cairn  of  Osborn^s,  in  which  I  found  two  days  pro-  Midnight,  +  se". 
visions  deposited  for  my  party,  and  a  note  dated  the  11th  of  June.  Camped 
at  midnight  on  very  rough  and  wet  ground.  The  travelling  to-day  has 
been  bad,  and  no  possibility  of  avoiding  the  old  hummocks  which  have 
pressed  close  home  on  the  coast.  The  floe,  however,  seems  to  be  draining 
itself  of  water. 

A  thick,  dirty  morning,  with  rain,  the  wind  light  from  the  westward.  At      Second  Part,  4h.  44'. 
5h.  30m.  we  moved  on,  following  the  coast,  which,  from  our  camp,  trends  Q^m"  j    ^ggt  14J1 
southerly  of  east  ;  the  land  high,  about  500  feet,  and  the  water  running  in  Course  and  distance,  n.e.  to 
rapid  streams  through  the  ravines,  and  into  the  sea  through  the  tide  cracks,  ^  ,  , 

making  a  noise  as  of  so  many  waterfalls.    The  floe  here  is  completely  bare  e.g.  n.a 
of  snow,  and  seems  to  me  like  a  gigantic  graveyard  ;  the  graves  very  close  ■"^^^^'lo^  ^gp 
and  large,  in  fact,  the  graves  of  giants.    There  is  no  road  but  over  them ; 
and  I  look  at  the  crippled  sledge  with  wonder,  to  see  her  sustain  the  shocks 
she  does,  and  hold  together. 

The  absence  of  snow,  however,  and  decrease  of  water,  renders  the  travelling 
far  less  laborious  to  the  men.  We  camped  at  I  Oh.  a.m.  ;  the  ground  very 
wet  with  rain  and  the  melting  of  the  snow.  The  saxifrage  is  now  in  full 
bloom,  a  very  pretty  little  pink  flower,  resembling  something  the  blossom  of 
the  peach. 

A  thick,  gloomy  evening,  with  N.W.  wind  and  rain.    At  5h.  30m.  we  6*- 
started,  the  coast  trending  E.  to  E.S.E. ;  the  ice  heavy  close  home  to  the    Twenty-seventh  Jom-ney. 
land.    At  llh.  30m.  P.M.  we  reached  the  west  point  of  tne  gulf,  just  west-  course  and  distance,  e.  to 
ward  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  and  encamped  upon  it;  saw  the  land  about  e^s.e.  6'.  ^ 
Cape  Lady  Franklin.    From  this  point  the  ice  seems  newer,  though  it  is  ^  ™g      '^^^^       '  " 
certainly  more  than  one  year's.   The  cracks  become  wider  and  more  frequent.  Temp, 
and  the  thickness  of  the  floe  from  3  to  4  feet.     Got  theodolite  angles 
by  watching  during  intervals  of  clear  weather,  built  a  cairn,  and  deposited 
documents. 

Started  at  4h.  a.m.,  and  steered  across  the  gulf;  wind  N.W.,  and  thick 
weather;  the  floe,  a  very  uncomfortable  and  watery  one.  At  llh.  30m.  p.m.,  camped  for  rest,  &c.',  loih. 
we  encamped  on  an  island  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  gulf.    Got  observations,  ^gT^j^g^J^*^  distance, Easterly 

angles,  &C.  wLd  and  weather,  N.W.; 

A  finer  day,  calm  but  cloudy.    Started  at  7h.  30m.  p.m.,  and  at  9h. 
rounded  the  N.E.  point  of  the  island,  when  we  came  immediately  on  the  ''^"'hth'journe 
smooth  ice  of  last  year ;  made  a  circuitous  course  to  avoid  the  cracks,  which     ^^^^i>st  Part  5^h^  ^ 
in  some  places  were  12  feet  wide.    The  thickness  of  the  new  floe  4  or  5  feet,  course  and  distance,  e  miles. 
Saw  a  cairn  and  flag  on  the  summit  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin,  erected,  I  ™  ^7^^  p   +  ^^o*;^^''"' ^' 
suppose,  by  Osborn.    Camped  at  Ih.  a.m.  of  the  8th  of  July,  just  to  the    ^™  '  ihiAini  +  sg". 
eastward  of  Cape  Lady  Franklin ;  found  much  difficulty  in  getting  to  the 
shore,  on  account  of  the  water  and  heavy  hummocks  which  line  it. 

Moved  on  at  5h.  a.m.,  wind  light  and  westerly.    Steered  along  the  land       Second  Part,  sh.  em. 
over  new  floe.    At  8h.  the  constant  cracks  obliged  us  to  unlash  the  boat,  crmpU'^for  res^t,  &c!i  lo^h. 
and  use  her  to  ferry  us  and  our  traps  across.    At  9h.,  being  immediately  Course  and  distance,  Tarious, 
under  the  summit  of  the  cape,  I  hauled  inside  the  heavy  hummocks,  and  ^y|j™^  and  weather,  s.e. 
halted  for  observations  and  angles  from  the  cairn,  whither  I  at  once  pro-  3. 4.  b.  c. 
ceeded,  despatching  the  sergeant  overland  to  the  depot  with  a  note,  acquaint-  '^^^P'  g||;     ^  36°; 
ing  Osborn  of  my  arrival.    At  llh.  the  sergeant  returned  with  two  of  the 
"  Pioneer's  "  men  and  a  letter,  from  which  I  learned  that  Osborn,  with  five 
of  his  crew,  had  left  on  the  25th  of  June,  in  the  whale  boat,  to  search  the 
coast  to  the  S.E.    The  "  Pioneer's  "  people  were  a  sick  man,  and  the  cap- 
tain of  the  sledge  left  in  charge  of  him ;  the  sick  man  was  convalescent. 
At  noon  we  moved  on,  and  arrived  at  the  Grand  Depot  at  3h.  p.m.,  exactly 
one  month  from  the  "  Resolute,"  during  which  time  we  have  come  over 
some  of  the  worst  travelling  ground  I  have  seen  in  these  regions ;  but 
beyond  excessive  fatigue  and  lame  feet,  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  my  people 
are  none  the  worse  for  their  long  journey. 
II.  U  u 
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Proceedings  of  By  adopting'  this  new  mode  of  travelling,  viz.,  dividing  the  long  march 

Commander  Richards,    into  "two,  1  liavo  certainly  gained  several  days  on  jny  homeward  journey; 
""; —        ,   ^  and  where  time  is  a  great  ohiect  (whicji  it  always  must  be  at  this  season  of 

Renmrlis  on  the  new  mode  oi  \ti'i    ii  i-i       t  l  jiiV  iii 

levelling  adopted  on  tiio  thc  year),  I  decidcdly  recommend  it.  1  am  not  sure  that  it  would  be 
Homeward  Journey.  dcsirablc  for  early  travelling,  however,  as  it  involves  the  camping  anfl  Ijreak- 

ing  up  of  thc  camp  twice  instead  of  once  ;  and  during  the  excessive  cold, 
this  is  a  very  distressing  operation, 
July  9th.  A  very  thick  morning  with  the  "  Queen's  Channel  ;"  wind  S.S.E. 

Encamped  nt  Grand  Dep6t  at  Employed  mysclf  to-day  in  laying  thc  coast  down  on  paper,  taking  an 
tape  Lady  ^ran  in.  account  of  the  provisions  remaining  here,  and  had  a  grave  dug  for  those 

which  we  shall  leave  behind  as  a  depot.  Open  water  in  the  channel,  seen 
from  the  hill  about  10  miles  to  the  S.E.,  and  two  large  cracks  making  from 
this  point  across  the  strait.  The  people  patching  the  boat  up,  and  making 
paddles  out  of  boarding  pikes,  bamboos,  &c.  Got  some  angles  and  obser- 
vations this  afternoon. 

Jii'y  10*.  sights  and  a  latitude  to-day.    At  noon  I  saw  two  people  coming 

over  the  hill,  which  I  took  to  be  Lieutenant  O shorn  and  one  of  his  party ; 
but  to  my  great  surprise,  on  coming  nearer,  one  turned  out  to  be  Mr.  Loney, 
from  Northumberland  Sound,  who  had  been  sent  with  a  cutter  to  recall  me 
if  I  should  have  arrived,  and  help  to  carry  my  people  across  the  strait,  which  I 
could  ill  have  done  with  the  small  boat  alone.    The  tent  was  struck,  the 
gear  placed  in  the  wooden  tray  or  sledge  top,  on  the  sledge ;  and  leaving 
a  record,  the  depot,  a  note,  and  orders  for  Osborn,  with  the  captain  of  his 
party,  we  were  on  the  floe  in  an  hour. 
Twenty-niath  joiuney.         j  found  the  woodeu  watcrproof  tray  answer  well ;  it  carried  the  sledge 
Course  and  ^distance,  South-  aiid  gear  across  some  wide  lanes  of  water  without  giving  us  the  trouble  of 
easterly,  10'.  J  Unloading,  and  putting  them  in  the  boat.    At  11  h.  a.m.  Mr.  Loney  and 

myself  arrived  at  the  cutter,  (which  was  about  10  miles  from  Cape  Lady 
Franklin,)  and  sent  her  crew  out  to  assist  in  bringing  in  my  boat  and 
sledge. 

We  were  seated  quietly  in  the  cutter,  which  was  hauled  on  the  floe 
100  yards  from  the  land,  when  suddenly  we  perceived  the  ice  to  be  in 
motion ;  and  in  a  few  moments,  the  floe,  with  the  boat  on  it,  was  forced 
20  feet  up  on  the  steep  beach,  and  rested  on  a  mass  of  rugged  hummocks  ; 
she  was  turned  completely  over,  with  enormous  pieces  of  ice  hanging  over 
and  about  her,  threatening  instant  destruction. 

There  was  no  help  at  hand,  and  all  we  could  do  was  to  pick  up  some  of 
the  gear  and  instruments,  which  had  been  turned  out  of  her,  and  look  on 
(looking  out  for  ourselves  at  the  same  time).  It  was  more  than  half  an 
hour  before  we  could  recall  the  people  by  firing  guns,  &c.,  during  which 
time  the  boat  was  being  moved  about  among  the  hummocks  in  a  manner 
that  surprised  us  how  she  v/as  not  crushed  to  pieces  ;  it  seemed  impossible 
that  she  could  escape.  The  ice,  however,  stopped  running,  and  she  eased 
dov/n  and  saved  herself  by  a  miracle,  resting  on  her  mastheads,  bottom  up 
against  the  broken  ice. 

I  am  persuaded,  that  had  a  ship  been  in  the  same  position,  it  would  have 
been  total  destruction  to  her.  The  lightness  and  pliability  of  the  boat's 
frame  was  alone  her  safeguard  :  but  it  was  an  extraordinary  sight  to  look 
at  her,  tossed  about  more  than  20  feet  above  our  heads,  like  a  nutshell, 
among  pieces  of  ice  twenty  times  her  own  weight,  and  sustain  so  little 
damage.  Thc  crew  soon  got  her  safe  on  the  land,  and  we  succeeded  in 
saving  nearly  all  the  gear,  though  Mr.  Loney 's  sextant  got  an  awkward 
twist  in  the  arc. 

iith  July.  At  2h.  A.M.  we  were  encamped  on  a  rugged  bed  of  large  stones.  While 

Twenty- ninth  .Tourney.  Loncy  prepared  thc  two  parties  for  starting,  by  launching  the  boats, 

BecoiKi  I'art.sh.  13  miicH.  unlasliing  the  sledge,  &c.,  I  got  a  theodolite  station  on  a  neighbouring 
hill,  built  a  cairn,  left  a  record  and  note  for  Osborn,  and  returning  to  the 
beach,  we  left  thc  western  tihore  of  the  "  Queen's  Channel "  at  8h.  a.m. 
From  tlie  summit  I  had  seen  a  good  deal  of  close  pack  drifting  about  thc 
strait,  but  we  squeezed  througli  it,  occasionally  hauling  on  thc  top  of  a 
piece  of  floe  to  let  the  pack  drift  past,  and  arrived  at  "  Barrow  "  Island  at 


339 


Proceedings  of 
Commander  Richards. 


July  12th. 
Thirtieth  Journey. 
First  Part.   lOh,  16  miles. 


4h.  P.M.,  both  the  boats  very  leaky,  the  cutter  from  last  night's  adventure, 
and  the  small  boat  from  the  jolting  of  the  previous  month  on  the  sledge. 
Got  a  theodolite  station  on  the  summit  of  the  island,  where  Mr.  Loney  had 
built  a  large  cairn  on  his  passage  across  to  us.  Barrow  Island  is  a  peculiar 
island,  rising  with  so  gentle  a  slope  that  you  can  scarcely  tell  where  its 
summit  is  ;  it  reminds  me,  in  its  shape,  of  a  sleeping  turtle.  It  runs  nearly 
north  and  south,  and  is  three  miles  in  length  ;  the  formation  is  lime  slate, 
which  occasionally  lies  in  very  large  pieces  on  the  surface.  I  shall  recom- 
mend my  friend  Mr.  Barrow,  who,  I  presume,  is  the  proprietor,  to  embark 
in  an  Arctic  building  speculation,  and  send  to  his  own  island  for  the 
materials. 

We  camped  here  for  the  night,  and  rather  hard  lying  it  is  on  " Barrow" 
Island;  shot  a  duck  or  two  (very  tough  and  fishy),  but  they  went  down, 
with  the  assistance  of  a  bottle  of  Shaw  and  Maxwell's  Queens  Sherry, 
which  Mr.  Loney  had  brought  to  me.  I  thought  "  Barrow''  Island,  in  Her 
Majesty's  Channel,  a  fitting  place  to  drink  it  at. 

A  thick  foggy  morning  ;  high  water  at  4h.  a.m.,  when  the  stream  turned, 
and  ran  along  the  west  side  of  the  island  to  the  northward  about  1^  miles 
an  hour. 

The  ice  closed  in  upon  the  island  as  we  were  about  to  start,  and  there 
seemed  to  be  no  lead  in  any  direction.  At  6h.  however,  as  the  pack  was 
rather  loose,  we  launched  into  it,  in  the  hope  of  being  able  to  push 
through. 

The  fog  continued  very  dense  during  the  forenoon,  but  after  various 
stoppages,  and  hauling  the  boats  over  floe  pieces  occasionally,  we  made  the 
land,  only  a  few  yards  from  us,  which  we  concluded  to  be  the  Spit  Island 
we  had  been  steering  for. 

We  landed,  however,  to  ascertain  its  identity ;  and  Mr.  Loney  and 
myself  walking  to  the  summit,  while  the  people  got  their  dinners,  we  proved 
it  beyond  a  doubt,  for  the  fog  clearing  at  the  same  moment  almost,  we  had 
the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  ships  in  their  old  position. 

The  wind  sprung  up  fresh  and  fair,  and  we  were  soon  running  towards 
them  under  sail,  the  little  boat  towing  astern.  At  4h.  a.m.  we  were  at  the 
floe  edge,  200  yards  from  the  ships ;  a  canal  was  cut  up  to  them,  and  they 
were  ready  for  sea.  The  dock  gates  were  opened  to  us,  and  I  had  the 
satisfaction  of  delivering  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher  despatches  from  Captain 
Kellett,  32  days  from  Bridport  Inlet,  Melville  Island. 

Having  now.  Sir,  completed  a  detailed  account  of  this  journey,  it  Conclusion, 
becomes  my  pleasing  duty  to  bring  under  your  notice  the  conduct  of  the 
officers  and  seamen  composing  the  division  you  did  me  the  honour  to  place 
under  my  command. 

I  have  invariably  received  the  most  cordial  support  and  assistance  from  Lieutenant  Osborn. 
my  able  second.  Lieutenant  Osborn,  and  I  am  much  indebted  to  him  for 
the  judicious  adaptation  of  his  orders  to  altered  circumstances,  viz.,  when 
he  became  aware  of  my  deviation  from  my  original  instructions  ;  thus 
ensuring  the  search  of  an  extensive  portion  of  coast,  which,  from  the  state 
of  the  ice  on  my  return,  it  would  have  been  impossible  for  me  to  have 
completed. 

To  the  officers  of  the  division  my  best  thanks  are  due,  and  the  singular 
exemption  from  accident,  or  illness,  among  so  large  a  party,  I  must  attri- 
bute, under  Providence,  to  the  care  and  attention  to  their  people  exhibited 
by  them. 

The  conduct  of  the  petty  officers  and  seamen  composing  the  sledge 
crews  has  been  throughout  most  praiseworthy. 

Their  cheerful  endurance  under  circumstances  of  frequent  difficulty, 
and  always  of  severe  labour,  is  above  all  praise  of  mine. 

My  own  sledge  crew,  four  of  them  petty  officers,  and  three  able  seamen, 
all  most  deserving  men,  I  trust  I  may  be  permitted  to  bring  under  your 
especial  notice.  During  a  journey  of  94  days  on  very  arduous  and  trying 
service,  their  conduct  has  been  most  creditable  to  themselves  and  satisfac- 
tory to  me. 

U  u  2 
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lVocccdinf,'s  of  In  conclusion,  it  is  with  much  regret  I  am  ol^ligcd  to  inform  you,  that  so 

Coiiimfitulcr  llichards.    far  as  the  great  object  of  our  search  is  concerned,  we  have  been  entirely 

  unsuccessful.    No  traces  whatever  have  been  discovered  of  the  missing 

expedition,  and  my  own  opinion  is  that  that  part  of  the  frozen  sea  we  have 
lately  passed  over  is  rarely  if  ever  navigable. 

It  will  be  satisfactory,  however,  I  trust,  to  you  to  know,  that  a  large 
extent  of  new  coast,  viz.,  the  northern  shores  of  Cornwalh's  and  Bathurst 
Lands,  and  a  great  part  of  Melville  Island,  have  been  thoroughly  examined 
and  laid  down,  and  the  question  of  any  of  our  countrymen  having  ever 
sought  refuge  there  entirely  set  at  rest. 

The  shores  for  the  most  part  abound  with  game ;  but  parties  well  sup- 
plied with  arms  and  ammunition  would  find  great  difficulty  in  capturing 
sufficient  to  sustain  themselves  during  summer. 

During  this  journey  of  94  days  the  sledge  "  Sir  Edward"  has  passed 
over  about  830  geographical  miles  ;  and  I  am  thankful  to  say  that  the 
whole  "  division  "  have  been  preserved  from  any  serious  casualty. 

(Signed)  Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

late  commanding  the  S.W.  Division  of  Search. 


A  Table  showing  the  Number  of  Days  Travelling,  the  Distance  accom- 
plished, and  the  Mean  Rate  of  Daily  Travelling,  &c.  by  the 
Sledge  "  Sir  Edward." 

Days. 

Number  of  days  on  outward  journey  -  -  56 

Ditto       at  Melville  Island  division    -  -  3 

Ditto       homeward  journey  -  -  35 

Total  number  of  days  absent  -  -  -  94 

Hoars. 

Number  of  hours  travelled  .  ,  .  834| 

Ditto        encamped  for  rest  -  -  1057 

Ditto  encamping,  cooking,  making  depots,  build- "] 
ing  cairns  for  observations,  and  detention  from  bad  >  2901* 
weather     -  -  -  -  -  . 


Total  number  of  hours       -             -  -  2182^ 

Miles. 

Distance  accomplished  in  geographical  miles  -  808^ 

statute  miles           -  -  936 

Mean  rate  of  outward  travelling  per  day        -  -  8*07' 

Ditto       homeward         -          -          -  -  IT  10'^ 

Average  rate  out  and  home        -           -  -  9"  109' 


(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander. 


Commander  Richards  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  Commanding 
the  Arctic  Searching  Expedition. 

An  Opinion  respecting  the  probable  Route  taken  by  the  Expedition 
under  Sir  John  Franklin,  on  Retm-n  from  the  Spring  travelling  on 
the  12th  July,  1853. 


[As  it  may  possibly  be  expected  of  me  that  I  should  give  some  opinion 
as  to  the  probal)ility  or  improbability  of  Sir  John  Franklins  ships  having 
passed  up  the  Wellington  Channel,  and  pursued  the  western  route,  and  if 
so,  their  probable  fate,  I  venture  to  offer  the  following  remarks;  and  I 
would  beg  it  to  be  understood,  that  I  desire  rather  to  furnish  data,  whereon 
others  more  com])etent  to  judge  may  form  an  opinion,  than  to  express  any 
unalterable  one  of  my  own.] 
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Although  the  absence  of  all  traces  by  caims   or  otherwise   (above        Proceedings  of 
Beechey  Island)  would  seem  to  indicate  the  improbability  of  the  "  Erebus"    Commander  Richards. 

and  "  Terror  "  having  ever  passed  up  the  Wellington  Channel,  yet  it  will  be   

remembered  that  ships  leave  no  traces  of  their  passage,  even  among  the  ice, 
and  that  the  frosts  of  winter,  and  the  thaws  of  summer,  will  moulder  a 
cairn  to  dust,  and  completely  obliterate  all  evidences  of  its  existence  in  a 
much  shorter  time  than  has  elapsed  since  the  visit  of  the  missing  ships  to 
these  regions.  Add  to  this  the  improbability  of  Sir  J.  Franklin  having  had 
time  to  erect  any  very  enduring  marks  of  his  passage,  and  I  believe  that 
some  more  conclusive  evidence  than  the  aforesaid  absence  of  cairns  or 
traces  will  be  necessary  to  disprove  the  fact  of  his  having  gone  into  the 
Polar  Sea  through  this  channel. 

The  "  Assistance  "  and  "  Pioneer  "  passed  up  the  Wellington  channel  on 
the  14th  of  August,  1852,  and  arrived  (having  sailed  in  open  water)  at 
Northumberland  Sound,  at  the  head  of  the  Queen's  Channel,  in  three  days. 
Here  they  were  arrested  in  their  progress  by  an  impenetrable  barrier  of 
heavy  pack,  and  large  old  floe  pieces,  and  found  their  winter  quarters  as 
early  as  the  19th  of  August. 

Travelhng  parties  proceeded  to  the  N.E.  with  sledges  and  boats 
attached,  on  the  23d  August,  passing  over  large  floe  pieces,  with  lanes  of 
water  between  them,  and  reaching  North  Cornwall,  in  latitude  77°.  45'.  N., 
for  a  considerable  part  of  the  distance  in  water. 

From  there  and  from  the  adjacent  islands  of  Exmouth  and  Londes- 
borough,  lanes  of  water  were  seen,  navigable  for  ships  assisted  by  steam ;  and 
there  was  a  regular  tide  observed,  of  flood  running  to  the  westward,  and 
ebb  to  the  eastward,  at  a  rate  of  from  two  to  three  miles  an  hour  during  the 
springs.  The  floe  and  pack  ice  in  this  ocean  was  of  a  heavy  description, 
and  the  pressure  on  the  N.W.  points  of  the  islands  very  considerable, 
showing  the  prevailing  winds  to  be  from  that  direction.  The  tides  were 
also  considerably  affected  in  their  velocity  by  these  winds,  and  I  observed 
the  eastern  or  ebb  stream  almost  to  cease  for  a  whole  tide  during  a  fresh 
gale  from  N.W.  This  party  returned  on  the  9th  of  September,  and  found 
that  the  ship  had  been  firmly  frozen  in  for  several  days. 

On  the  same  parties  visiting  Hungry  Island,  in  the  Queen's  Channel,  in 
the  end  of  September  and  commencement  of  October,  in  the  same  year, 
they  were  cut  off  from  the  mainland  by  water,  produced  by  a  gale  of  wind 
from  S.E.,  and  so  late  as  the  4th  of  October  (the  day  of  their  release),  the  ice 
in  the  Queen's  Cliannel  was  in  rapid  motion,  and  there  was  sufficient  water 
in  that  immediate  neighbourhood  for  a  ship  to  navigate,  although  no  opening 
could  be  observed  in  the  barrier  to  the  w^estward  or  north-westward. 

The  ice  in  the  Queen's  Channel  was  not  sufficiently  consolidated  to  admit 
of  our  depots  being  carried  across  at  all  during  the  Autumn  of  1852. 

Yet  although  there  was  no  passage  during  the  open  season  of  1852,  for 
a  ship  from  the  Queen's  Channel  into  the  Polar  Ocean,  there  may  possibly 
have  been  one  in  1846  for  the  "Erebus"  and  "  Terror,"  and  if  so,  lohen 
there,  they  may  have  found  navigable  water. 

The  experience  of  the  western  parties,  however,  which  penetrated  to 
Melville  Island  in  the  spring  of  1853,  goes  to  prove  the  improbability  of  a 
ship  passage  near  the  northern  coasts  of  Bathurst  or  Melville  Islands.  The 
ice  there,  for  a  considerable  distance  off  shore,  being  old,  and  apparently 
very  seldom  in  motion,  except  in  the  vicinity  of  the  northern  entrance  to 
the  Byam  Martin,  or  as  it  is  called  by  us,  the  "  Polar  Strait ;"  and  the 
probability  is,  we  having  seen  two  islands,  and  Captain  M'Clintock  having 
discovered  a  group  some  forty  miles  northerly  of  the  N.W.  coast  of 
Melville  Island,  that  the  old  floe  is  confined  between  this  archipelago  and 
the  main  island,  and  seldom,  if  ever,  moves  off  at  all. 

Assuming  this  opinion  to  be  a  correct  one — then,  if  Sir  John  Franklin 
passed  out  of  the  Queen's  Channel,  he  must  have  passed  at  a  considerable 
distance  from  the  northern  shores  of  Bathurst  and  Melville  Islands,  and 
outside  or  north  of  the  archipelago  before  mentioned..  In  fact  he  must 
have  taken  a  N.W.  route. 

Uu  3 
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rrocecdings  of  Wc  found  thc  prevailing  winds,  indeed  I  may  say,  the  alnnofit  constant 

Commander  Richards,    ■winds,  immediately  on  emerging  from  the  Queen's  Channel,  to  be  from  the 
'  N.W.,  which,  with  the  effect  of  the  westerly  current  (I  have  seen  myself 

thc  easterly  one  almost  neutralized  by  a  N.W.  wind),  would  cause,  in  my 
opinion,  an  almost  insurmountable  difficulty  to  the  advance  of  a  sailing 
vessel  in  that  direction  so  far  in  one  season  from  Beechey  Island  as  to  be 
without  the  limit  of  a  possible  return,  by  travelling  over  the  ice  to  Melville 
Island  or  Beechey  Island,  or  even  to  Pond's  Bay,  in  the  spring  of  1847. 
I  take  it  for  granted,  that  had  they  been  arrested  at  such  a  distance  in  the 
Autumn  of  1 846,  and  had  reached  any  place  of  nlieMer^  they  would  un- 
doubtedly either  have  adopted  such  a  course  in  the  spring  of  1847,  or  have 
remained  by  their  ships  (in  the  hope  of  their  breaking  out  in  the  summer) 
till  the  spring  of  1848,  when  they  would  have  been  compelled  to  dasert  them. 
They  would  certainly  never  have  thought  of  pushing  on  a  third  season, 
when  so  little  had  been  gained  during  the  first  and  second. 

If  accident  had  befallen  the  ships,  or  they  had  determined  to  desert  them 
in  the  spring  of  1847  or  1848,  their  most  probable  route  (supposing  them 
to  have  penetrated  any  considerable  distance  to  the  westward)  would  have 
been  for  the  north  coast  of  Melville  Island,  and  to  have  travelled  along  its 
shores,  and  those  of  Bathurst  Land,  eastward  ;  and  if  they  were  no  more 
than  100  or  150  miles  north  of  those  lands  (which  is  the  utmost  limit  I 
give  them),  there  would  have  been  comparativelj'  little  difficulty  in  reaching 
them  in  1847,  supposing  the  latter  case,  viz.,  had  an  organized  abandon- 
ment of  the  ships  been  determined  on  in  the  spring  of  that  year. 

If,  however,  such  a  course  had  been  adopted  with  success,  some  evidences 
would  assuredly  have  been  found  by  our  parties,  or  have  heen  found  by 
those  of  Captain  Kellett's  division. 

I  have  now,  I  think,  considered  almost  every  case  incident  to  a  western 
or  a  north-western  route,  except  this  last  one,  which  is,  that  the  "  Erebus  " 
and  "Terror"  did  find  an  outlet  westward  from  the  Queen's  Channel  in 
1846,  and  sailed  so  far  N.W.  as  to  be  unable  to  retrace  their  steps  or  to 
leave  their  ships  subsequently  with  any  hope  of  reaching  Melville  Island 
or  the  continent  of  America. 

It  is  almost  impossible  to  believe  that  the  Polar  Sea,  so  far  as  our  expe- 
rience enables  us  to  judge,  and  without  the  protection  of  large  islands,  is 
ever  entirely  and  quietly  frozen  over,  even  in  the  depth  of  winter  ;  and  if 
^  this  be  true,  their  ships,  unless  they  found  the  shelter  of  a  harbour  to  pass 

that  season  in,  would  inevitably  be  exposed  to  imminent  danger,  indeed,  to 
almost  certain  destruction  at  any  and  at  every  hour.  Totally  unable  to 
help  themselves,  they  would  be  drifted  about  in  the  pack  at  the  mercy  of 
it  and  the  winter  gales,  and  the  result  must  be  too  obvious  to  need  further 
comment.  It  must  be  remembered,  also,  that  it  was  their  last  chance  of 
making  the  N.W.  passage. 

If  they  failed  to  make  it  in  1846,  they  failed  altogether,  and  the  officers 
in  command  of  the  "  Erebus  "  and  "  Terror  "  under  such  circumstances 
would  not  have  been  anxious  to  seek  for  early  winter  quarters. 

I  have  thought  it  right  to  state  this  supposition  of  the  case  as  possible, 
though  it  seems  to  me  a  highly  improbable  one. 

It  is  scarcely  likely  that  so  fortuitous  a  chain  of  events  as  the  opening 
of  the  "  Wellington  Strait,"  the  "  Queen's  Channel,"  and  a  passage  into 
the  "  Polar  Ocean,"  should  have  occurred  together  in  one  season ;  and 
surely  if  the  ships  had  wintered  in  the  Queen's  Channel  or  its  neighbour- 
hood in  1846-7,  some  traces  of  them  must  have  been  found  by  our  ships 
or  parties. 

During  the  season  of  1852  (a  very  open  one),  and  up  to  the  14th  of  July 
1853,  there  was  no  opening  for  a  ship  into  the  Polar  Sea,  and,  indeed,  I  am 
of  opinion  that  there  was  little  chance  of  there  being  one  during  the 
remainder  of  the  year.  If  the  last  case  which  I  have  supposed  has 
occurred,  it  is  hopeless  to  attempt  to  find  any  traces  of  the  missing  ships 
with  an  expedition  like  the  present.  Two  steamers  of  power^  their 
resources  within  themselves,  and  unencumbered  by  heavy  sailing  vessels, 
is,  in  my  opinion,  the  only  hope  of  finding  any  traces  of  the  "  Erebus  "  and 
"  Terror  "  in  the  Polar  ISea. 
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There  is,  however,  another  possibility,  viz.,  that  having  found  an  open-  Proceedings  of 
ing  from  the  Queen's  Channel  into  the  Polar  Sea,  they  may  have  failed  Commander  Richards, 
in  making  progress  to  the  N.W.,  may  have  been  unable  to  retrace  their 
steps  through  that  channel,  and  may  have  either  voluntarily  taken  a  N.E. 
route,  or  have  been  driven  in  that  direction  by  the  force  of  the  winds  or 
currents.  I  have  already  stated  that  although  the  tides,  from  the  little 
opportunity  I  had  of  judging,  seem,  to  be  regular,  they  are  still  materially 
influenced  by  the  N.W.  wind. 

Your  own  subsequent  explorations,  however,  along  the  northern  coast  of 
Prince  Albert  Land,  North  Cornwall,  and  the  Victoria  Archipelago,  will 
enable  you  to  form  a  much  more  correct  judgment  on  this  point  than  I  can 
possibly  pretend  to,  and  I  therefore  forbear  to  offer  any  remark  on  this 
particular  branch  of  the  subject. 

In  conclusion,  having  given  the  matter  my  best  consideration,  and  having 
accustomed  myself  to  view  the  subject  constantly  in  all  its  numerous 
bearings,  I  am  compelled  to  adopt  the  belief  that  Sir  John  Franklin,  with 
the  "  Erebus  "  and  "  Terror,"  did  not  pass  up  the  Wellington  Channel ; 
indeed,  that  they  did  not  pass  above  Beechey  Island  in  their  ships. 

Dated  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Assistance,"   Wellington  Channel,  in 
winter  quarters,  10th  of  November  1853. 

(Signed)        Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

H.M.S.  "  Assistance." 


Enclosure  No.  32.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  to  the  respective  Officers  commanding 

the  following  Sledges. 

General  Orders  for  the  Information  of  Officer  commanding  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star." 


No.  1.— To  Mr.  F.  W.  Pym  (Acting  Mate),  "Reward."  48  hours' 
repose,  revictualled,  and  to  rejoin  this  ship  with  all  possible  dispatch. 

(Signed)       E.  Belcher,  Captain. 

No.  2. —  The  "Dauntless,"  Mr.  J.  Blair  Grove  (Mate).  48  hours 
repose;  to  be  completed  with  550  rations  (12  days  deducted  for  crew 
loose),  the  remainder  in  packages  for  depot.  Bread  in  light  casks.  To 
return  to  Assistance  Bay,  carefully  stow  depot,  return  to  "  North  Star," 
and  on  to  ship.  Dates : — Return,  5  April ;  +2  rest  +6  forward  +4  back 
+6  ship  =  24  April.  (Signed)       E.  Belcher,  Captain. 

No.  3.  —  The  "  Success,"  Mr.  F.  B.  Herbert.     On  return  48  hours 

rest,  revictualled,  similar  to  "  Dauntless."     To  perform  similar  duty, 

returning  to  ship  on  the  3d  May.    Dates  : — Return,  No.  *  15  April ;  +2 

+6  +5  +5  =33     3  May.  /c-     j\       -17-0  n  ^• 

(Signed)       E.  Belcher,  Captam. 

No.  4. — Lieutenant  May,  "  The  Lady  Franklin,"  will  return  to  "  North 
Star ;"  and,  if  no  orders  to  the  contrary  have  arrived,  to  return  to  ship 
after  48  hours  repose.  ^  g.^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^  Captain. 

No.  5.— Mr.  Shellabear,  Second  Master,  "  North  Star."  On  return  to 
"North  Star"  will  load  to  550  rations,  and  deposit  the  same  quantity  at 
Assistance  Bay  as  the  "  Success "  has  done,  taking  simply  the  same 
number  of  hours. 

(Signed)       E.  Belcher,  Captam. 
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I'roccddingB  of 
t Commander  Richards. 


Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  to  Commander  Pullen,  or  Officer  left 
in  command  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star." 

You  arc  hereby  required  to  furnish  each  oflicer  with  a  copy  of  the  order 
under  his  number,  countersigned  as  a  true  copy  hy  yourself,  and  to  cause 
the  officer  to  sign  the  receipt  of  the  same,  returning  this  paper  to  me  when 
so  completed. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Sliip  "  Assistance,"  in 
Wellington  Channel,  this  15th  day  of  February  1854. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain, 

Commanding  Arctic  Searching  Squadron. 

The  above  Orders  to  be  signed  for  and  implicitly  obeyed  by  the  officers 
to  whom  they  apply,  as, — 

No.  1.  Mr.  Pym,  Mate  Acting. 
„   2.    „   Grove,  Mate. 
„   3.    „   Herbert,  Mate. 
,,   4.  Lieutenant  May. 
„   5.  Mr.  Shellabear,  Second  Master. 


Names, 

Rank. 

Return. 

Date 
Signed. 

Second 
Depart  are. 

Third 
Departure. 

Left  for 
Ship. 

Hotirg 
Detained. 

Commander 
Master 
Lieutenant 
Mate    -  - 
Mate     -  - 
Mate  -  - 
2d  Master 

( Signed)       Edward  Belcher. 


Enclosure  No.  33.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Richards  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  commanding 

Arctic  Expedition. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  March  1st,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  first  division  (con- 
sisting of  the  sledges  "  Sir  Edward  "  and  "  Success  ")  at  Beechey  Island. 

Leaving  the  party  on  the  morning  of  the  27th  ult.  just  north  of  Point 
Innes,  I  proceeded  overland  and  reached  the  "  North  Star  "  at  5h.  p.m.  of  the 
same  day. 

I  found  Commander  Pullen  with  his  sledges  packed,  and  about  to  start 
westward  on  the  first  favourable  change  of  weather. 

A  party  was  dispatched  from  this  ship  yesterday  to  assist  mine,  but, 
owing  to  the  severity  of  the  weather,  they  were  compelled  to  leave  the 
sledges  north  of  Cape  Spencer. 

The  people  arrived  on  board  in  the  afternoon,  and  the  sledges  were 
brought  in  to-day. 

On  the  passage  down  the  channel  we  passed  over  a  good  and  smooth 
floe  of  last  year's  ice.  For  the  last  three  days  of  the  journey  we  experienced 
strong  northerly  winds.  These,  together  with  the  low  temperatures,  caused 
two  of  the  crew  of  the  "  Success  "  to  be  rather  badly  frost-bitten. 

They,  as  well  as  some  slight  cases  of  indisposition  produced  by  cold  and 
over  fatigue,  are  in  a  fair  way  of  being  fit  for  duty  in  a  few  days. 

The  preparations  for  provisioning  the  sledges  and  the  caches  are  in  pro- 
gress, and  I  only  await  the  arrival  of  the  second  division  to  proceed  in  the 
execution  of  the  service  entrusted  to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commanding  Western  Division  of  Sledges. 
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*  Enclosure  No.  34.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  Proceedings  of 

Commander  Richards, 

Commander  Richards  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  com-   

manding  Arctic  Squadron. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,''  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  March  5th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  the  arrival  of  the  sledges  "  Reliance  " 
and  "  John  Barrow,"  under  Lieutenant  May,  at  3h.  p.m.  of  this  day. 

I  regret  to  say  that  two  men  of  his  crews,  Thomas  Marshall  and  Thomas 
Hall,  are  frost-bitten  ;  Thomas  Marshall  severely  in  the  great  toe,  so  much 
so  that  I  fear  he  will  not  be  able  to  accompany  the  division  to  the  west- 
ward. 

The  medical  report  of  casualties  I  shall  enclose  as  soon  as  the  arrival  of 
the  last  division  of  the  sledges  enables  me  to  obtain  them  from  Mr.  Ricards, 
the  surgeon  of  this  ship. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards, 
Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 

Commanding  Western  Division. 


Enclosure  No.  35.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Richards  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  com- 
manding the  Arctic  Expedition. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  '  March  6th,  1854<. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  five  sealed  packets  by 
Lieutenant  May,  to  be  placed  in  the  depot.  The  three  marked  for  the 
southern  shore  of  Barrow  Strait  will  be  delivered  to  Commander  Pullen, 
and  the  two  for  Griffith's  Island  and  Cape  Walker  to  the  officers  who  are 
directed  to  visit  these  spots. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commanding  Western  Division  of  Sledges. 


Enclosure  No.  36.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Commander  Richards  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Her  Majestj'^'s  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  March  10th,  1854. 

The  period  having  arrived  when  my  instructions  authorize  me  to  set  out 
on  m}' journey  westward,  and  there  being  no  sledges  in  sight  to  the  north- 
ward from  the  summit  of  Cape  Spencer,  I  am  induced  to  think  that  you 
may  have  altered  your  views  with  regard  to  the  "  Dauntless  "  and  "  Reward" 
for  the  present,  knowing  that  the  force  I  have  now  at  my  command  is  ade- 
quate to  the  fulfilment  of  the  most  pressing  portion  of  my  orders. 

I  have,  therefore,  determined,  after  due  consideration  and  consultation 
with  Commander  Pullen,  with  the  seven  sledges,  viz.,  "  Sir  Edward," 
"  Reliance,"  "  John  Barrow,"  and  "  Success,"  of  "  Assistance,"  and  the 
"  Owen,"  the  "  Cardigan,"  and  the  "  Steadfast,"  of  the  "  North  Star,"  to 
leave  Beechey  Island  on  Monday  the  13th  instant,  or  as  soon  after  as  the 
temperature  and  state  of  the  w^eather  shall  admit,  leaving  the  requisite 
orders  for  Mr.  Grove  to  carry  out  the  duties  assigned  to  the  "  Dauntless  " 
and  "  Reward,"  as  soon  after  his  arrival  here  as  the  state  of  his  crews  will 
allow. 

The  strong  necessity  of  an  early  junction  wath  Captain  Kellett,  as  well  as 
the  importance  of  Commander  Pullen's  division  recrossing  Barrow  Strait  to 
XL  Xx 
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Proceedings  of  the  "  N  orth  Star  "  before  the  disruption  of  the  ice  (he  being  of  opinion  that 
Lommandcr^Kichardw.    ^j^^.  ^^.^^^^^^  ^j,^        ^^^.^  ^^^.j^  ^^^^^^^  j^^^  induced  me  to  adopt  thi8  Htcp,  and 

I  trust  that  it  will  meet  with  your  approval. 

Under  these  altered  circumstances,  I  shall  direct  Mr.  Jenkins,  mate  of 
this  ship,  with  the  third  sledge  of  iiers  (to  whom  no  specific  duty  has  been 
assigned  by  you),  to  perform  those  allotted  to  Mr.  C/rove. 

Mr.  Grove  and  Mr.  Pym  will  be  directed  to  pro(;eed  to  Assistance  Bay, 
each  with  a  load,  and  to  deposit  them  tliere. 

Mr.  Pym,  on  his  return  to  North  Star,  will  proceed,  as  directed  by  you 
(after  48  hours  rest),  to  the  "  Assistance;"  and  Mr.  Grove  will  repro  vision, 
and  again  cross  the  channel  to  Assistance  Bay  with  another  full  sledge.  He 
will  then  return  to  the  North  Star,  and  await  further  instructions  from  you. 

Lieutenant  Cheyne  will  complete  my  advancing  sledges  at  Assistance 
Bay,  and  return  to  the  North  Star  for  another  supply,  when  he  will  proceed 
in  the  execution  of  his  former  orders  from  you,  to  search  Griffiths  Island, 
and  then  establish  himself  at  Cape  Hotham. 

These  are  the  only  alterations  which  this  arrangement  will  entail.  The 
placing  depots  of  provisions  to  the  westward,  for  the  relief  of  parties  from 
"  Resolute  "  or  "  Investigator,"  will  not  be  in  any  degree  affected  by  them. 

I  regret  to  say  that  Thomas  Marshall,  of  the  "  Reliance,"  is  not  suffi- 
ciently recovered  to  accompany  the  division,  but  probably  may  be  so  on  the 
fii'st  return  of  that  sledge. 

An  officer  will  visit  Cape  Spencer  the  last  thing  before  leaving,  to  ascer- 
tain whether  the  sledges  are  in  sight  from  there.  They  would  be  seen  at 
nearly  two  days  march  from  "  North  Star,"  from  that  cape. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
Commanding  Western  Division  of  Sledges 
at  Beechey  Island. 


Enclosure  No.  37.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Commander  Richards  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  .March  16th,  1854. 

The  morning  of  the  1.3th  (the  day  I  had  intended  to  start)  came  in  with 
a  strong  N.W.  wind,  and  its  accompaniments  of  drift,  &c. 

On  the  14th,  though  finer,  the  thermometer  stood  at  —38°. 

With  the  change  of  the  moon  at  4h.  p.m.  bad  weather  again  succeeded, 
and  during  the  whole  of  to-day  it  has  blown  strong  from  S.E. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  Avith  several  of  my  people  just  out  of  the 
doctor's  hands,  I  have  thought  it  prudent  not  to  risk  the  failure  of  the 
entire  enterprise  by  a  premature  movement. 

The  sledge  crews,  as  a  body  of  men,  are,  I  can  plainly  see,  not  what  they 
were  last  year,  in  point  of  physical  endurance,  although  there  are  many  of 
them  that  I  feel  no  doubt  about.  The  sledges  are  fully  equipped  and  pro- 
visioned, and  are  ready  to  start  on  the  first  favourable  change  of  weather. 

I  enclose  the  surgeon's  report,  and  am  sorry  to  say  that  I  am  deprived  of 
the  services  of  a  second  man,  George  Green,  private  R.M.  of  "  Success," 
Commander  Pullen  having  no  men  to  supply  their  places,  and  Mr.  Osborn, 
midshipman,  having  volunteered  as  a  pulling  hand,  has  been  attached  to  the 
"  Reliance." 

I  keep  the  letter  open,  in  order  to  acquaint  you  of  any  circumstances  the 
last  moment  before  our  departure. 

l()th  March. — The  weather  being  fine,  and  temperature  —20",  the  divi- 
sion is  on  the  point  of  starting  from  Beechey  Island. 

I  liave,  &c. 

(Signed)       Gkq.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
Commanding  Western  Division  of  Sledges. 
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Proceedings  of  Enclosure  No.  38.  of  tSir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Lieut.  Vesoy  Hamilton. 

  Captain  Ki:lli'/i"i'  to  Lieutenant  R.  V.  Hamilton,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  Resolute." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute." 
With  "Express."  Taking  command  of  the  two  sledges  named  in  the  margin,  fully  equipped 

*^th?do^8'.'"'*'''''°"^^^      and  provisioned  for  hfteen  days,  you  will  leave  this  ship  to-morrow,  March 

the  4th,  at  8h.  a.m.,  and  proceed  to  Beechey  Island,  where  Sir  Edward 

Mr.  Court  aSeven  men.  Bclcher  wiU  probably  1)0  found,  or  a  notice  of^his  having  taken  up  some 
safer  position  in  that  vicinity — Gascoine  Inlet.  To  him  or  any  other,  your 
senior  officer,  you  will  deliver  the  accompanying  despatches.  Before  you 
part  with  Mr.  Court,  you  will  give  him  full  instructions  for  his  journey 
along  the  coast,  and  crossing  the  Wellington  Channel. 

You  will  deposit  a  record  at  or  near  the  first  conspicuous  point  you  make, 
and  one  at  the  boat  depot  at  Cape  Hotham.  One  sledge  must  make  the 
land  as  soon  as  practicable,  for  this  purpose. 

Having  delivered  the  despatches  with  which  you  are  charged  to  the 
senior  officer  at  Beechey  Island,  and  given  your  men  sufficient  rest,  you 
will  return  to  me  without  loss  of  time.  You  will  bring  back  as  much 
pemmican  as  can  be  carried  without  loss  of  despatch,  as  well  as  the  articles 

1  tent,  1  smiU  ax3,  1  biick    of  travelling  gear  named  in  the  margin,  private  letters,  newspapers,  and  the 

^obL"^"*'^^^'  bi"own  paper  parcel  of  letters  belonging  to  "  Intrepid,"  sent  to  Beechey 

Island  last  year ;  but  on  no  account  are  you  to  bring  back  parcels  of  any 
weight. 

Although  I  can  hardly  contemplate  the  idea  of  there  being  no  ships  at 
Beechey  Island  or  Gascoine  Inlet,  yet  it  is  possible.  Should  such  be  the 
case,  you  will  leave  the  despatches  there,  and  bring  copies  of  any  records 
you  may  find  there,  particularly  that  of  the  resources  of  the  place,  sending 
Mr.  Court  across  to  Port  Leopold,  after  increasing  his  crew,  by  adding 
Emanuel  Bidgood,  A.B.,  from  your  part}',  for  the  purpose  shown  in  my 
order  to  Commander  Pullen  (which  you  will  under  these  circumstances 
open),  returning  yourself  to  me,  with  the  dogs. 

I  have  the  fullest  coTifidence  in  your  great  ability  to  carry  out  the  service 
with  the  utmost  celerity  compatible  with  the  health  of  your  crew. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  H.  M.  S.  "  Resolute,"  in  Barrow's 
Strait,  lat.  74°  41'  N.,  long.  101°  22'  E.,  Cape  Cockbum  N.  34  E. 
28  miles,  March  2rd,  1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Lieutenant  Hamilton,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Su',  March  21st,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  in  consequence  of  orders  received 
from  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Resolute," 
I  left  that  ship  at  8h.  a.m.  of  the  4th  of  this  month ;  but  in  consequence  of 
my  sledge  breaking  down  the  first  night,  and  from  Mr.  Roche  having  been 
unfortunately  wounded  on  the  following  day,  I  did  not  finally  leave  till  the 
7th,  and  arrived  on  board  this  ship  on  the  evening  of  the  19th,  having,  in 
compliance  with  my  instructions,  left  records  at  Cape  Frazer  and  at  the 
boat  at  Cape  Hotham.  Finding  that  Commander  Richards,  with  the 
division  of  sledges  under  his  orders,  had  left  this  ship  for  the  westward  on 
the  morning  of  the  l6th,  I  shall  leave  to-morrow  with  one  man  and  the 
dogs,  provisioned  lor  ten  days,  for  the  purpose  of  overtaking  him  before  his 
arrival  at  Cape  Cockburn,  and  informing  him  of  the  position  of  Her  f 
Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute  "  thereby,  in  case  he  has  not  fallen  in  with  my 
records,  saving  him  an  unnecessary  journey  to  Dealy  Island.  In  order  to 
do  this,  it  is  necessary  that  I  leave  one  of  my  men  on  board  this  ship,  so 
that  I  may  travel  as  lighi  as  possible. 

Mr.  Court,  acting  master  of  II. M.S.  "  Investigator,"  is  expected  here 
dfiily  with  a  sledge,  manned  with  seven  men.    As  soon  after  their  arrival 
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as  practicable,  the  sledge  will  be  despatched  under  Mr.  Nares,  mate  of  .  Proceedings  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute,"  to  inform  you  of  the  position  of  that  ship,  ^^ey  i-iami 

and  to  convey  to  you  Captain  Kellett's  despatches. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       R.  Vesey  Hamilton, 

Lieutenant  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 


Enclosure  No.  39.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Mr.  J.  B.  Grove,  Mate,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.  Proceedings  of 

j\j[r  Blair  OrovG 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star/' Beechey  Island,  ' 

Sir,  March  24th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  an  account  of  the  proceedings  of  Her 
Majesty's  Sledges  "Dauntless"  and  "Reward;"  and  also  a  copy  of 
Commander  Richards'  orders  to  me. 

I  arrived  here  in  company  with  the  "  Reward,"  Mr.  Pym,  on  the  2 1st,  at 
Ih.  P.M.  I  am  glad  to  say,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  frost-bites  in  the 
face,  the  men  were  perfectly  well,  except  Benjamin  Young,  who  suffered 
somewhat  from  his  arm  ;  Mr.  Ricards,  surgeon,  considered  him  unfit  for 
further  sledge  service  at  present.  I  have  received  a  man  in  lieu  from  the 
"  North  Star." 

In  consequence  of  the  boisterous  weather,  I  have  not  yet  been  able  to 
start  for  Assistance  Bay ;  but  the  sledge  and  men  are  perfectly  ready,  and 
waiting  for  the  first  lull  to  proceed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       James  Blair  Grove,  Mate. 


Copy  of  Orders  for  Mr.  J.  B.  Grove,  Mate,  Her  Majesty's  Sledge 
"  Dauntless,"  on  his  arrival  on  board  the  "  North  Star." 

By  Commander  G.  H.  Richards,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
commanding  the  Western  Division  of  Sledges  at  Beechey  Island. 

As  it  has  become  necessary  that  the  division  of  sledges  under  my  com- 
mand should  move  westward  before  your  arrival, — 

It  is  my  direction,  that  as  soon  as  your  crews  are  sufficiently  recruited, 
you  carry  out  the  following  instructions.  You  will  proceed,  in  company 
with  the  "  Reward,"  Mr.  Pym,  to  Assistance  Bay,  on  the  east  point  of 
which  you  will  find,  erected  by  my  party,  a  cairn  with  a  flag  or  tin  upon  it. 
There  you  will  deposit  your  provisions,  (carefully  securing  them,)  retaining 
only  sufficient  to  carry  you  back  to  the  "  North  Star." 

You  will  also  find  further  directions  from  me  (should  they  be  necessary) 
in  a  tin  cylinder,  probably  lashed  to  the  staflp.  I  enclose  Sir  Edward 
Belcher's  orders  to  Mr.  Pym,  which  you  will  deliver  to  him  ;  and  he  is  to 
deposit  his  provisions,  all  but  sufficient  to  carry  him  back,  in  the  same  spot 
as  yours.  On  your  return  to  the  ship,  ("North  Star,")  Mr.  Pym  will 
proceed  to  the  "  Assistance,"  carrying  the  despatches  left  by  me  with  the 
commanding  officer  of  the  "  North  Star,"  and  you  will  be  re-provisioned  for 
50  days ;  recrossing  the  Wellington  Channel  to  Assistance  Bay,  you  will 
place  in  depot  a  similar  cache  to  your  first. 

An}^  letters,  &c.  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  you  will  place  in  the  cylinder 
at  Assistance  Bay,  also  any  intelligence  which  you  may  be  able  to  afford 
me  yourself. 

You  are  aware  that  Lieutenant  Cheyne  will  be  established  at  Cape 
Hotham,  where  he  will  build  a  conspicuous  cairn  ;  and  all  sledges  following 
me  are  to  visit  it  both  on^ their  outward  and  homeward  route  (but  this  will 
not  refer  to  your  first  journey  across  the  strait).  He  is  directed  to  assist 
any  sledges  crossing  the  Channel,  and  is  to  be  considered  as  the  officer 
directing  operations  at  Cape  Hotham. 

On  your  return  to  the  "  North  Star,"  after  depositing  your  second  load 
at  Assistance  Bay,  you  will  await  further  instructions  from  Sir  Edward 
Belcher.  Should  any  of  your  men  be  unfortunately  disabled  on  your 
arrival  here  from  the  "  Assistance,"  you  will  not  detain  the  sledges  beyond 
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Proceedin^B  a  reasonable  time,  say  3  day8,  but  will  make  your  firnt  pawsage  acnm  the 
of  Mr.  Blair  Grove.  strait  with  a  reduced  crew,  reducing  your  weigfitH  l)y  tlie  proviBlonn  and 
equipment  of  the  men  so  left  behind.  You  would  j)robably  find  your 
people  recovered  on  your  first  return  to  the  "  Nortli  Star."  TliomaH 
Marshall,  of  "  Reliance,"  will  remain  behind  on  board  "  North  Star,"  and,  if 
sufficiently  recovered,  will  join  the  "  Success,"  Mr.  llcrl;ert,  on  his  return 
to  that  ship. 

You  will  request  Mr.  Ricards,  surgeon  of  "  Nortl)  Star,  to  report  on  the 
fitness  of  Benjamin  Young,  ice  (juartermaster ;  anrl  if  he  should  be  con- 
sidered in  all  respects  fit  for  sledge  duty,  you  will  bear  him  as  No.  .'3  in 
"  Dauntless." 

  If,  on  the  contrary,  he  should  not  be  considered  able  to  bear  the  extended 

duty,  you  will  exchange  him  with  No.  3  of  "  John  Barrow,"  Lieutenant 
Cheyne,  on  your  meeting  with  that  officer,  unless  you  have  other  orders  on 
the  subject  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 

On  your  arrival  on  board  the  "  Assistance,"  you  will  present  these  orders 
or  a  copy  of  them,  as  Sir  Edward  Belcher  may  direct. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star," 
at  Beechey  Island,  this  1 4th  day  of  March,  1854. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
Commanding  Western  Division  of  Sledges. 


Enclosure  No.  40.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Proceedings  of  Commander  Pullen  to  Mr.  Jenkins,  Mate,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

Mr.  Jenkins,  Mate.  u  North  Star,"  commanding  "  Cardigan"  Sledge. 

By  William  J.  S.  Pullen,  Esquire,  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ship  "  North  Star." 

The  remaining  sledges  not  having  arrived  from  H.M.  Ship  "  Assistance," 
and  Commander  Richards  requiring  your  services  to  assist  to  lay  out 
depots  to  the  westward,  it  is  therefore  my  direction  that  you  place  your- 
self under  his  command. 

On  my  return,  you  will  deliver  to  me  a  fair  copy  of  your  proceedings  for 
the  senior  officer,  or  should  he  be  at  the  "  North  Star  "  prior  to  my  return, 
you  will  deliver  the  same  to  the  officer  in  command,  to  be  forwarded. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  at  Beechey  Island, 
this  14th  day  of  March,  1854. 

(Signed)       W.  J.  S.  Pullen. 


Commander  Richards  to  Mr.  R.  P.  Jenkins,  Mate,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  North  Star,"  commanding  the  Sledge  "  Cardigan." 

By  Commander  G.  H.  Richards,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,' 
and  commanding  the  Western  Division  of  Sledges  at  Beechey  Island. 

The  sledge  "  Cardigan  "  under  your  charge,  having  been  attached  to  the 
western  division, — 

It  is  my  direction,  that  you  observe  the  enclosed  orders  from  Sir  Edward 
Belcher,  C.H.,  commanding  the  Arctic  Squadron,  addressed  to  Mr.  Grove, 
Mate,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance"  (in  the  event  of  his  non-arrival 
at  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star  "  before  the  departure  of  the  division). 

Should  tlie  sledges  of  Mr.  Grove  and  Mr.  Pym,  however,  arrive  in  time 
to  acconii>any  tlic  main  body,  you  will  then,  being  fvdiy  victualled  from  the 
North  Star,"  proceed  in  company  with  me  to  Assistance  Bay,  where,  after 
depositing  yonr  provisions  in  depot,  you  will  return  to  "  North  Star." 
Again  filling  up  your  sledge  there,  you  wdl  deposit  a  similar  load  at  the 
same  depot,  and  returning  to  the  shij)  at  Beechey  Island,  you  will  be 
released  from  further  duty  in  my  division,  unless  fresh  orders  should  await 
you  there  I'rom  Sir  i'^dwaid  Jiek^her,  or  aDy  other  your  superior  officer.  .  . 
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Lieutenant  Cheyne  will  be  established  at  Cape  Rolhaui,  ana  uH  erofssing 
the  channel  the  second  time,  you  will  communicate  with  him  on  your  out- 
ward and  homeward  route. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Beechey  Island,  this  9th  day  of  March,  1854. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Commanding  Western  Division  of  Sledges. 


Report  of  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Cardigan." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Erebus  Bay,  Beechy  Island. 
March  30th,  1854. 

Motto,  "  En  grace  affie."— At  10  a.m.,  on  the  l6th  of  March,  left  Her  Thursday,  leth  March 
Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  in  company  with  the  western  division  of 
sledges,  under  the  command  of  Commander  Richards,  and  proceeded  towards 
the  western  point  of  Beechey  Island,  where  we  all  struck  off  amongst  a 
heavy  mass  of  hummocks,  and  whilst  working  our  way  through  them,  the 
"  Cardigan "  broke  down  at  2h.  30m.  p.m.  Reporting  the  same  to  Com- 
mander Richards,  he  ordered  me  to  return  to  the  "  North  Star,"  and  lighten 
my  depot,  by  taking  back  ten  days'  of  the  weighty  stores.  At  3h.  returned 
to  the  ship,  with  sledge  and  the  stores,  leaving  the  tent  and  remainder  of 
the  provisions  in  charge  of  two  of  the  party  on  the  spot. 

Carpenters  repairing  sledge.  Friday,  i7th. 

At  8h.  30m.  a.m.  left  the  "  North  Star,"  arriving  at  the  tent  at  9h.  15m.;  Saturday,  isth. 
when  the  two  men  reported,  that  during  my  absence,  they  had  been 
surprised  by  a  bear,  which  was  shot  this  morning  by  one  of  Commander 
Pullen's  party.  Packed  and  proceeded  in  company  with  Her  Majesty's 
Sledge  "  Owen,"  under  Commander  PuUen.  Continued  the  whole  day  on 
Commander  Richards'  track,  occasionally  double-banking  sledges.  Floe 
getting  more  regular  as  we  advanced.  6h.  15m.  encamped;  wind  fresh 
from  N.W.,  with  snow  drift. 

At  8h.  15m.  A.M.  packed  and  proceeded  on  a  good  floe  ;  but  at  Ih.  25m.  Sunday,  lath. 
P.M.,  in  consequence  of  a  fresh  breeze  springing  up  from  N.W.,  with  much 
snow  drift,  encamped,  weather  being  too  severe  to  proceed. 

Still  blowing  a  fresh  gale  from  N.W.,  with  much  snow  drift  the  whole  Monday,  20th. 
day ;  could  not  proceed. 

At  8h.  30m.  a.m.  the  weather  having  moderated,  packed  and  proceeded.  Tuesday,  2i8t. 
At  3h,  30m.  p.m.  saw  a  sledge  to  the  westward  ;  Commander  Pullen  left 
sledges  to  communicate  with  ditto ;  which  proved  to  be  a  sledge  from  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  charge  of  Mr.  Court,  acting  master,  late  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  ''Investigator."  5h.  30m.  encamped;  wind  light  from 
N.W.,  but  bitterly  cold. 

At  8h.  30m.  packed  and  proceeded  ;  shortly  after  noon,  saw  a  sledge  Wednesday,  22d. 
ahead,  and  at  Ih.  45m.  Mr.  Shellabear  (Second  Master)  returned  back 
from  his  advanced  sledge,  the  "  Steadfast."  to  meet  us.    6h.  encamped ; 
wind  light  from  N.W. 

In  consequence  of  a  fresh  gale  from  N.W.,  accompanied  by  much  snow  Thursday,  23d. 
drift,  remained  pitched  all  day. 

The  weather  moderating,  at  1  Ih.  a.m.  proceeded.  6h.  encamped ;  wind  I'riday,  4th. 
fresh  from  N.W.,  with  snow  drift ;  very  cold. 

At  9h.  a.m.  packed  and  proceeded,  occasionally  under  sail.  At  2h.  p.m.,  Saturday,  25th. 
saw  the  boat  on  the  beach  near  Cape  Hotham  left  by  Her  Majestj^'s  Ship 
"  Resolute  ;"  made  towards  ditto.  4h.  saw  Mr.  Shellabear's  party  encamped 
about  half  a  mile  off  Cape  Hotham ;  proceeded  to  the  spot,  encamped  in 
compan}^  with  ditto.  At  5h.  30m.  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  John  Barrow," 
in  charge  of  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  arrived  from  Assistance  Bay,  and  encamped 
in  company  ;  wind  fresh  from  N.  W.,  with  much  snow  drift,  and  bitter  cold. 

At  7h.  30m.  A.M.  the  "  John  Barrow  "  left  for  Beechey  Island.  Exchanged  Sunday,  26th. 
Edward  Sanders  (A.B.)  and  John  Webb,  (R. M.,)  with  Commander 
Pullen's  party,  in  lieu  of  John  Jackson  (A.B.)  and  William  Gilbert 
(i^.B.),  the  former  having  the  fingers  of  both  hands  frost-bitten,  the  latter 
unable  to  drag,  having  an  abscess  on  his  back  ;  and  also  exchanged  Israel 
Holmes  (A.B.)  with  Mr.  Shellabear's  party,  in  lieu  of  William  Morris 
(A.B.),  severely  frost-bitten  in  the  left  foot.  Gave  to  Mr  Shellabear  the 
following  provisions  (see  Enclosure),  per  order  of  Commander  Pullen. 

X  X  4 


Proceedings  of 
Mr.  Jenkins,  Mate 


Proceeding  H  of 
Mr.  JenkiiiH,  Mate. 


Monday,  27th. 
Tuesday,  28th. 


"Wednesday,  29th. 


(   :ir>2  ) 

Al  jjli.  A.M.  Ill  pursuance  of  orders  from  CJomrnandci'  J\ill(;n,  proceeded 
to  the  boat  at  Cape  llothaiii,  and  d(  ))Osited  in  Iicr  tlie  lollovving  depot  (hcc 
Enclosure);  also  one  india-rubber  boat  and  gear  complete.  At  I li.  p.m. 
proceeded  for  Beeclicy  Island  ;  saw  tlie  track  of  a  wolf.  ."jh.  .'iOrn.  encamped ; 
wind  fresh  from  N.W.,  with  snow  diif't;  weather  very  severe. 

At  7h.  30m.  A  M.  packed  and  proceeded,  occasionally  under  sail.  Heard 
the  cry  of  a  wolf.  -Ih.  pitched,  the  vvcather  hein^^' too  severe  to  proceed; 
wind  very  fresh  from  N.W.,  with  much  snow  drift. 

During  the  niglit  blowing  a  heavy  gale  from  N.W.,  with  a  considerable 
quantity  of  snow  drift;  but  the  weather  moderating  enough,  about  1  Oh.  a.m. 
packed  and  proceeded,  greatly  assisted  l)y  the  sail.  iMuch  snow  drift  the 
whole  day;  wind  fresh  N.W.  .5h.  sawBeechey  Island  ahead  during  a  lull; 
encamped.    William  Glass  (A.B.)  frost-l)itten  on  })oth  wrists. 

At  6h.  .'30m.  packed  and  proceeded,  landing  on  the  western  point  of 
Beechey  Island  shortly  before  nine  o'clock.  At  9h.  30m.  met  Messrs. 
Nares,  Grove,  and  Pym,  en  route  to  the  westward.  101).  arrived  on  board 
the  "  North  Star,"  crew  all  well,  except  the  lour  men  before  named  ;  wind 
light,  S.E. ;  weather  mild. 

Issued  extra,  on  account  of  the  severity  of  the  weather — tea  64"  ozs., 
sugar  13  ozs. 

(Signed)       Robert  Jenkins,  Mate, 
Commanding  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Cardigan." 


List  of  Chew, 


William  Greensted 
Daniel  Steele 
Edwin  Lloyd 
Edward  Saunders 
William  Glass 
Thomas  Hawkins 
Charles  Warne 
Israel  Holmes 
John  Webb 


Sailmaker's  Mate. 
Captain  maintop. 

A.B. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

ditto. 

Private  Eoyal  Marine. 


List  of  Provisions  taken  out  of  the  Depot,  and  is.sued  to  Mr.  Shellabear's  Party, 


Biscuit     -       -  - 

Pemmican 

Rum,  (conct.) 

Tea  for  chocolate  paste 

Sugar  for  ditto  - 

Tea      -       -  - 


60  lbs. 
84  „ 

2  gals. 

l^Vlbs. 


Sugar  for  ditto  - 
Preserved  potatoes 
Pepper 

Salt  -  _  - 
Tobacco 


414  lbs. 
12 
31  ozs. 

24i'lb8. 


List  of  Provisions  left  in  Depot  at  Cape  Hotham. 
Biscuit      -       -       -  - 
Pemmican    -       -       -  - 
Preserved  meat 
Bacon  and  pork    -       -  - 
Rum,  (conct.)  - 
Tea  in  lieu  of  chocolate  paste 
Sugar  for  ditto  -       -  - 

Tea  

Suffar  for  ditto  - 


Commanding  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Cardigan." 


2.30  lbs. 

Preserved  potatoes        -  - 

4.3  lbs. 

81  „. 

Pepper     _       _       _  - 

1 24  ozs. 

70  „ 

Salt  

3^  lbs. 

108i  „ 

Tobacco  - 

Q  2, 

4^V  gals. 

Cayenne       -       -       -  - 

TTT  ;> 

4-U-  lbs. 

Mustard   -       -       -  _ 

1  1  .li 

TJ  " 

Onion  powder      -       -  - 

1  ti  » 

Fuel 

50  „ 

(Signed) 

PtOBERT  Jenkins,  Mate, 

Proceedings  of 
Mr.  Blair  Grove. 


Enclosure  No.  41.  of  Sir  Edward  Belchers  Letter. 
Mr.  J.  B.  ( J  rove,  Mate,  to  Sir  Edward  Beeciier,  Knight,  C.B. 

I  Ici-  Mnjcsty'H  Slili)  "  North  Star,"  llcecliey  Island, 
Sir,  '         April  loth,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  you  a  letter  of  proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's] 
Sledges  "  Dauntless  "  and  "  Rewiird." 

March  2^tli. — Left  the  "North  Star"  at  9h.  15ni.  a.m.,  and  proceeded  in 
comy)any  with  the  "  Reward,"  steering  ibr  (Jape  Hotham. 

April  Int. — Reached  Cape  Hotham.    For  some  time  previous  Walter 
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Marshal],  A.  B.,  had  complained  of  severe  pain  in  his  groin.    Obliged  to        Proceedings  of 

put  him  on  the  sledge ;  took  his  place  at  the  drag  rope ;  left  the  "  Reward"      Mr.  Blair  Grove. 

outside  the  hammocks,  and  double-banked  the  "  Dauntless"  into  the  land, 

where  we  pitched  at  5h.  30m.  p.m.  Next  morning  went  out  and  brought  the 

"  Reward  "  in.  In  consequence  of  Marshall  and  Christopher  Allen  both  being 

unwell,  and  unfit  for  quick  and  heavy  travelling,  I  took  three  men  from  the 

"  Reward,"  and  all  her  provisions  except  six  days,  and  pushed  on  for 

Assistance  Bay,  leaving  Mr.  Pym  to  await  my  return.    On  passing  the 

boat  depot  at  Cape  Hotham,  I  went  in  and  deposited  your  document  in  the 

tin,  which  was  lashed  to  a  staff  over  the  depot.    The  depot  was  secure, 

and  had  not  been  disturbed. 

April  Zd. — ^Reached  Assistance  Bay  at  51i.  30m.  p.m. 

April  Atli. — Buried  the  depot,  consisting  of  680  rations,  with  fuel 
included.  Lunched,  and  started  lOh.  40m.  for  Cape  Hotham,  which  I 
reached  at  4  p.m. 

Ayril  htli. — Started  for  the  "  North  Star."  Met  Mr.  Hamilton  ;  pitched 
in  company.  Arrived  on  board  the  "  North  Star  "  with  one  sledge,  the 
"  Reward,"  (leaving  the  "  Dauntless  "  behind )  on  the  evening  of  the  6th,  at 
7h.  30m.  P.M.,  having  two  men  on  the  sledge,  Richard  Bex  (marine),  and 
Walter  Marshall,  A.B.    Next  morning  brought  the  "  Dauntless  "  in. 

I  also  beg  to  forward  you  a  copy  of  Commander  Richards'  orders,  which 
I  found  at  Assistance  Bay. 

Richard  Bex  is  fit  again  for  travelling,  and  also  Benjamin  Young ;  but 
not  so  Marshall,  so  I  leave  him  behind,  and  start  to-morrow  morning  for 
the  westward,  as  per  order. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Jas.  Blair  Grove,  Mate. 

Statement  of  Weights. 

From  Assistance  Bay  to  Beechey  Island        -      1, 642*5  lbs. 
Mean  weight  per  Man       -  -       -         164  „ 

Effective  force      -----  lo  men. 

From  Beechey  Island  to  Assistance  Bay : 

Mean  weight   2,454  lbs. 

Effective  force   245    ,,  per  man. 

Effective  force   10  men. 

State  of  Ice. — In  the  Wellington  Channel  apparently  young  floe. 
Cracks. 

Pack,  &c. — Heavy  hummocks  off  Cape  H^othara  and  Beechey  Island. 
Open  water. — None. 
Yea  or  nay. 


Enclosure  No.  42.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Mr.  F.  B.  Herbert,  Mate,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.  Proceedings  of 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beecliey  Island,  Herbert. 
Sir,  April  11th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  sledge  under  my  command 
on  board  this  ship  on  Sunday  last,  the  9th  inst.,  from  Cape  Bumiy,  where 
I  have  deposited  a  depot  of  370  rations  of  bread,  pemmican,  bacon,  and  rum, 
and  473  of  all  other  stores,  according  to  the  scale  estabhshed  b}^  you  on 
the  25th  January  this  year. 

Upon  Commander  Richards  parting  company  from  the  division  on  the 
22d  of  March,  I  received  from  him  orders  to  proceed  in  company  with 
Lieutenant  May  to  Assistance  Bay,  there  to  complete  provisions  to  fifty  days 
for  ten  men,  and  then  to  proceed  to  Cape  Bunny,  and  leave  all  my  pro- 
visions, except  sufficient  for  the  consumption  of  the  crew  back  to  Assistance 
Bay,  from  which  depot  I  Avas  to  provision  the  sledge  back  to  H.M.S. 
"  North  Star." 

We  arrived  at  Assistance  Bay  on  the  24th  of  March,  and  on  the  after- 
noon of  the  25th,  having  completed  provisions,  started  for  Cape  Bunny ; 

Yy 


PrococdingH  of  ^'Lit,  ill  consequcncc  of  very  Hcvcrc  weather  during  the  whole  of  tlie  last 
Mr.  Herbert.         week  in  Murcli,  which  detained  uh  one  day  and  a  half  in  tlie  tent,  did  not 

  arrive  at  Jvitnestone  Island  until  the  1st  of  Ayjril.    There,  upon  a  spit  on 

the  eastern  extreme  of  the  island,  J  buried  the  depot,  covering  it  well  and 
high  up  with  shingle,  and  leaving  a  flag  and  staff,  with  a  cylinder  attacihed, 
containing  a  notice.  The  next  day,  on  my  return,  I  met  Mr,  Shellabear, 
Second  Master  of  the  "North  Star."  lie  has  since  informed  me  that  he 
deposited  his  depot  in  the  same  cache  with  mine,  and  built  a  conspicuous 
cairn  upon  Cape  Bunny,  with  exact  directions  where  to  find  the  depot. 

On  the  5th  of  April  I  arrived  at  Assistance  Hay,  and  taking  from  that 
depot  forty  rations,  started  for  Beechey  Island.  On  the  6th  1  met  Lieutenant 
Hamilton  proceeding  towards  the  "  Resolute,"  and  c)n  the  8th  met 
Mr.  Jenkins  (Mate),  by  whom  I  was  made  aware  of  your  General  Memo- 
randum, bearing  date  April  2d,  1854,  and  on  the  9th,  at  noon,  larrived  on 
board  this  ship. 

With  the  exception  of  Thomas  Coopland  (A.B.),  who  suffered  much 
from  pains  and  cramps  in  his  limbs,  and  was  exchanged  at  Assistance  Bay 
for  John  Green,  P.R.M.,  of  the  "  John  Barrow,"  my  crew  have  enjoyed 
good  health,  and,  I  am  happy  to  state,  have  conducted  themselves  much  to 
my  satisfaction. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  inform  you  that  it  is  my  intention  to  start  on 
Monday  next  the  17th  inst.,  in  the  further  execution  of  your  orders,  the 
period  for  the  repose  of  the  crew,  recommended  by  the  surgeon,  having  then 
xpired. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       F.  B.  Herbert,  Mate. 

The  total  weight  on  leaving  the  "  North  Star "  was  2394  lbs.  There 
were  nine  effective  men  and  the  officer  dragging,  so  that  the  dragging 
weight  per  man  was  2392^  lbs. 

On  leaving  Beechey  Island  a  heavy  pack  extended  towards  the  westward 
for  about  four  miles.  After  that  the  ice  was  good,  with  the  exception  of 
occasional  ridges  of  pack,  and  all,  in  my  opinion,  of  last  year's  formation. 
The  ice  in  Barrow  Strait,  between  Assistance  Bay  and  Cape  Bunny,  had 
the  same  appearance. 


Proceedings  of  Enclosure  No.  43.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Pullen.  tt»  a«^tit  at 

  Commander  Bullen  to  Mr.  K.  Jenkins,  Mate. 

By  W.  J.  S.  Pullen,  Esq.,  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star." 

It  is  my  direction,  that  you  proceed  with  all  speed  to  H.M.  ship  "  Re- 
solute," following  the  beaten  track,  and  deposit  at  Cape  Hothara  with  your 
depot,  or  near  Captain  Kellett's  boat,  the  spare  sledge  with  which  you  have 
been  supplied  for  that  purpose. 

On  your  arrival  at  the  "  Resolute,"  you  will  report  yourself  to  Captain 
Kellett,  and  receive  further  instructions  from  him  for  your  guidance. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  at  Beechey  Island, 
this  28th  of  April,  1854. 

(Signed)       W.  J.  S.  Pullen. 


Mr.  Jenkins,  Mate,  to  Commander  W.  J.  S.  Pullen. 

Ilcr  MiiioHly'H  Ship  "  North  Stai%"  Erebus  Bay,  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  ■     '  _    28th  May,  1854, 

In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  28th  of  April,  I  proceeded  in 
charge  of  H.M.  sledge  "  ('nrdigan  "  towards  Cape  Ilotham  ;  the  following 
day  I  communi(;ated  with  Lieutenant  May,  m  route  i'vom  Assistance  Bay  to 
Beechey  Island,  iirriving  at  the  cape  on  the  30th.  I  deposited  the  spare 
sledge  with  which  I  was  supplied,  and  inn ncdiately  proceeded  for  H.M.  ship 
"  Resolute,"  in  furtherance  of  your  orders. 
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On  the  1st  of  Ma)'  I  was  compelled  to  encamp  at  Assistance  Bay,  from        Proceedings  of 
bad  weather,  which  detained  me  22  hours.    The  sledges  "  Damitless"  and     Commander  PuUen 
"Reward,"  of  H.M.  ship  "Assistance,"  in  charge  of  Messrs.  Grove  and 
Pym,  (Mates,)  were  encamped  at  the  depot ;  from  the  former  I  obtained 
one  day's  provisions. 

On  the  9th  inst.  I  commmiicated  at  Cape  Cockburn  with  Mr.  Roche, 
(Mate  of  H.M.  ship  "Resolute,")  who  was  in  charge  of  two  sledges  pro- 
ceeding to  increase  the  depot  8  miles  east  of  that  place. 

On  the  10th,  whilst  encamped,  Mr.  De  Bray  and  Dr.  Domville,  with  two 
sledges,  came  up,  en  route  to  Beechey  Island,  with  sick  and  invalids  from 
H.M.  ship  "  Resolute." 

On  the  11th  I  arrived  on  board  H.M.  ship  "Resolute,"  and  reported 
myself  to  Captain  Kellett;  here  I  found  that  Lieutenant  Cheyne  and 
Mr.  Shellabear  had  arrived  on  the  9th  inst. 

In  obedience  to  the  directions  of  Capt.  Kellett,  my  sledge  crew  was 
increased  to  nine  men,  by  breaking  up  Mr.  Shellabear's  crew  ;  the  remainder 
of  which  were  employed  under  Lieutenant  Cheyne. 

On  the  evening  of  the  13th,  being  provisioned  for  16  days,  and  having  i  case  of  chronometers, 
received  provisions  for  the  Cape  Cockburn  depot,  also  several  packages  as  ^i^thes ^^^"'^^"^ 
per  margin,  I  left  H.M.  ship  "  Resolute"  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  1  musk  ox  skin, 
and  arrived  at  the  depot  on  the  18th  inst.;  the  provisions  for  this  depot  ^  skeletons  of  musk  ox. 

,-1^  -i       i         ii  1  11^  '^^^^  instruments. 

were  deposited,  and  a  portmanteau  received ;  the  sledges  then  proceeded  Depot, 
towards  Beechey  Island.  3  cases^ofbacon. 

We  passed  Baker  Island  on  the  21st  inst.,  and  saw  several  deer  grazing  2  tins  of  preserved  meats, 
on  it. 

I  arrived  at  the  depot,  Assistance  Bay,  on  the  25th  inst.,  and  took  from 
it  one  day's  provisions.  About  two  hours  after  encamping  at  this  place, 
Captain  Kellett,  with  four  sledges,  arrived  and  pitched  in  the  vicinity  ; 
his  sledges  have  been  in  sight  at  various  times  during  the  journey  from 
"  Resolute." 

After  four  hours  rest  1  again  proceeded,  and  on  the  evening  of  the  26th 
communicated  with  Mr.  Court  at  Cape  Hothain  ;  arriving  on  board  this 
ship  at  noon  to  day. 

The  crew,  without  a  single  exception,  have  behaved  well,  and  although 
nearly  the  whole  of  them  have  suffered  severely  from  snow  blindness, 
several  having  their  eyes  bound  up  whilst  on  the  march,  it  did  not  damp 
their  exertions  at  the  drag  ropes,  and  I  beg  most  strongly  to  bring  them 
under  your  notice  for  their  exemplary  behaviour. 

I  have,  &c, 
(Signed)       Robert  Jenkins,  Mate. 


Enclosure  No.  44,  of  Sir  E.  Belcher's  Letter. 
Commander  Pullen  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 
Report  of  Proceedings. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  April  18th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  arrived  on  board  from  Port 
Leopold  last  evening,  suffering  severely  from  rheumatism  and  snow 
blindness,  and  have  since,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  hours,  been  confined 
to  my  bed,  from  which  this  is  dictated ;  and  Commander  M'Clintock's 
arriving  this  evening  and  about  to  proceed  immediately  to  H.M.S.  "  Assis- 
tance," leaves  me  barely  time  to  give  you  in  a  condensed  form,  in  this  way, 
a  summary  of  my  proceedings,  leaving  the  detailed  account  until  my  health 
is  sufficiently  recovered. 

2.  Previous  to  my  reaching  Cape  Hotham,  I  learnt  from  Mr.  Court  the 
position  of  the  "  Resolute"  and  "  Intrepid,"  and  on  my  arrival  there, 
Lieutenant  Cheyne  came  in  on  his  way  to  this  ship,  with  invalids,  &c.,  and 
learning  from  him  the  alterations  Commander  Richards  had  made  in  the 
arrangements,  we  set  out  forthwith  ;  and  I  also  having  disabled  men, 
ordered  Mr.  Jenkins,  mate,  (who  by  Commander  Richards'  orders  was  to 
go  no  further  west  than  Assistance  Bay),  to  deposit  his  load  at  Cape 
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Proceedings  of  Hotharn,  and  return  as  speedily  as  possible  with  these  men.  1  also  learnt 
Commander  PuUen.     f,.oni  Lieutenant  Clieyne,  that  Lieutenant  May,  and  Mr.  Herbert,  mate, 

had  left  Assistance  Bay  the  same  day  as  himself,  the  former  for  Cape 
Walker,  and  the  latter  I'or  Cape  JJunny  ;  and  as  Mr.  Sh':ilabear  (with  mej 
was  to  deposit  his  depot  at  Cape  Bunny,  ensuring,  as  you  have  expresned 
in  your  orders  (C.  5-4  ),  the  certainty  of  two  officers  visiting  that  spot,  I 
determined  on  making-  a  direct  course  for  (/'ape  itcnnell,  moreover  con- 
sidering that  it  could  not  be  your  wish  to  keep  parties  out  in  this  severe 
weather  longer  than  was  actually  necessary, 

3.  On  the  26th,  therefore,  after  delivering  to  Mr.  Shellabear  your  sealed 
packet  for  Cape  Bunny,  we  parted  company,  and  about  noon  of  the  2l8t 
ultimo,  I  got  into  the  land  of  North  Somerset,  but  it  })eing  hazy  at  the 
time,  I  fear  I  mistook  the  first  point  eastward  of  Cape  llennell  for  it,  and 
thereat  deposited  your  sealed  packet,  with  a  notice  of  my  visit.  From  thence 
I  proceeded  on  to  Port  Leopold,  which  place  I  reached  at  11 L,  .'30m.  a.m. 
of  the  6th  inst  Here  I  remained,  examining  the  state  of  the  provisions  and 
other  stores,  until  the  morning  of  the  lOth,  when,  after  depositing  your 
notice  amongst  other  documents,  commenced  my  return,  and  last  evening 
at  9h.  30m.  reached  the  ship  in  the  state  before  mentioned. 

4.  I  have  found  no  traces  whatever  of  any  one  having  visited  that  coast 
since  Mr.  Kennedy,  of  the  "  Prince  Albert,"  and  outside  Port  Leopold,  in 
the  direction  east  and  south,  as  long  as  I  was  there,  saw  open  water ;  how 
far  it  extended  I  cannot  say  for  certain,  for  it  was  generally  so  covered  with 
a  dense  vapour,  that  the  greatest  distance  I  can  vouch  for  is  from  four  to 
five  miles  either  way  ;  but  taking  into  consideration  the  dark  water  sky 
constantly  seen  in  that  direction,  leads  mc  to  suppose  that  there  was  a 
larger  body  of  open  water  than  under  circumstances  could  be  ascertained. 

5.  On  my  return,  I  made  for  the  northern  shore  from  the  Cape  M'Clintock, 
keeping  as  direct  a  course  as  possible  for  Cape  Kiley,  passing  over  much 
young  ice  pressed  up  into  hummocks  (evidently  of  only  one  season's  forma- 
tion), meeting  but  few  patches  of  old  floe,  and  occasionally  to  the  eastward 
seeing  a  dark  sky,  generally  indicative  of  water  underneath. 

6.  In  conclusion,  I  think,  from  the  quantity  of  open  water  seen,  and  state 
of  the  ice  over  which  I  have  travelled,  together  with  what  I  have  before 
stated  in  C.  if,  paragraph  6,  confirms  me  in  my  opinion  of  the  forth- 
coming season  being  an  open  one. 

Accompanying  this  I  beg  to  forward  Mr.  Shellabear's  journal  of  pro- 
ceedings. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       W.  J.  S.  Pullen,  Commander. 


Proceedings  Mr.  Shellabear,  Second  Master,  to  Commander  W.  J.  S.  Pullen. 

of  Mr.  Shellabear. 

  Sn-,     _  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,"  April  14th,  1854. 

I  herewith  enclose  a  copy  of  journal  of  my  proceedings  from  the  l6th 
of  March  to  the  11th  of  April  inclusive.  The  severity  of  the  weather  has 
been  the  cause  of  so  long  a  time  having  been  taken  to  carry  out  the  service. 
The  travelling  has  been  pretty  good  throughout,  from  Cape  Hotham  to 
Cape  Bunny,  the  ice  being  nearly  all  of  last  year's  formation  ;  but  for  the 
first  fortnight  we  could  get  little  or  no  rest  by  night,  and  this  of  course  had 
a  great  effect  on  the  men's  dragging.  I  parted  company  with  Commander 
Pullen  off  Cape  Hotham  on  Sunday  the  26th  of  March,  my  orders  being  to 
proceed  to  Cape  Ikmny,  and  bury  my  depot,  leaving  a  paper  which  he  gave 
me,  and  afterwards  return  to  the  "North  Star,"  calling  at  Assistance  Bay, 
to  report  that  Mr.  Jenkins'  depot  had  been  left  at  Cape  Hotham. 

I  buried  my  de])6t  in  the  same  caii'n  with  Mr.  IIe]-bei-t's,  on  the  eastern 
extreme  of  the  Lsland,  there  being  no  place  on  the  north  side  (which  is  a 
cliff)  suited  for  it,  and  built  a  cairn,  and  left  a  notice  on  a  conspicuous  place 
to  dircf^t  attention  to  it.  I  also  left  in  the  cylinder  Avith  the  depot  the 
paper  I  brought  from  Commander  l^dlen.  From  the  top  of  the  island  I 
looked  carefully  round  for  marks  of  a  visit  from  any  party  from  Captain 
Collinson's  ship,  but  could  ace  nothing. 
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The  bacon  and  pork,  and  fat  for  fuel,  in  the  depot  at  Cape  Hotham,  had  Proceedings 
been  eaten  by  bears  and  foxes,  and  a  bag  of  biscuit  damaged.    Sixteen      of  Mr.  Shellabear. 
preserved  meat  tins  I  found  on  the  floe,  fifteen  I  again  buried  in  the  boat, 
and  the  other  being  broken  into,  I  brought  back  to  the  ship. 

With  the  exception  of  a  few  frost-bites,  the  men  who  returned  were  in 
pretty  good  health,  and  their  behaviour  gave  every  satisfaction. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       W.  B.  Shellabear,  Second  Master 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Steadfast," 
Mr.  W.  B.  Shellabear,  Second  Master,  commanding,  detached  from 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  to  place  a  Depot  on  Cape  Bunny. 

Thursday,  l6th  March. — Left  the  ship  in  company  with  all  the 
sledges,  and  proceeded  round  the  south  end  of  the  island.  About  a  mile 
and  a  half  from  the  ship,  in  going  over  some  hummocks,  carried  away  three 
or  four  of  the  hide  lashings  of  the  sledge.  Unloaded,  and  relashed  with 
white  line.  This,  however,  would  not  stand,  for  in  clearing  some  hummocks 
an  hour  afterwards,  the  rudder  went  right  under,  carrying  away  the  upper 
rail  and  uprights.  The  sledge  of  Commander  Pullen  being  also  broken, 
two  men  from  each  party  were  left  in  charge  of  the  provisions,  and  the  re- 
mainder returned,  with  the  broken  sledges,  to  the  ship. 

Fi-iday,  \yth. —  At  9h.  30m.,  my  sledge  being  repaired  and  relashed,  I 
received  orders  to  go  on,  and  endeavour  to  overtake  Commander  Richards. 
Fifty  rations  of  biscuit  and  preserved  meats  were  left  behind,  as  the  sledge 
was  found  to  be  so  heavy.  When  I  arrived  at  the  provisions,  the  sledges 
were  in  sight  from  the  island,  about  three  miles  off.  By  taking  half  my  load 
at  a  time,  we  cleared  the  heavy  hummocks  without  any  accident,  and 
loaded  and  went  on  a  short  spell  before  lunch.  After  lunch,  I  caught 
sight  of  the  sledges,  and  endeavoured  to  overtake  them  ;  but  we  came  along 
so  heavily,  that  I  soon  found  all  our  efforts  were  fruitless.  Pilcher  ( who  was 
one  of  the  men  who  remained  with  the  provisions)  complained  all  day  of 
pains  in  the  stomach,  and  could  consequently  drag  but  little.  Thinking  he 
might  be  better  after  a  night's  rest,  I  encamped  at  four. 

Saturday,  \8fh. — At  7h.  breakfasted,  and  went  on   on  Commander 
Richards'  track.    Pilcher  still  unwell,  and  the  sledge  coming  along  heavily, 
requiring  a  standing  pull  at  every  ridge  of  snow.    We  could  occasionally 
see  Commander  Richards'  sledges  ahead.    Encamped  at  4h.  30m.    Gave  wind  n.w.  3.  c. 
Pilcher  two  of  the  purgative  pills. 

Sunday,  l^th.—A  very  cold  morning;  sledges  still  in  sight  ahead,  n.n.w. 3. c. m. 
Found  some  rivets  had  worked  out  of  the  sledge  runner,  unloaded,  and 
pulled  them  out.  At  3h.  30m.  it  came  on  to  blow  hard,  and  I  lost  sight  of 
the  sledges  ahead.  Several  of  the  men  complaining  of  their  toes,  I  en- 
camped, and  made  them  shift  their  boots.  Morris,  Pilcher,  and  Hodge  had 
their  toes  slightly  frostbitten ;  the  last  two  soon  brought  them  round  in 
their  bags,  but  Morris  was  several  hours  before  he  could  do  so.  Whilst 
cooking,  Johnson  had  his  thumb  frostbitten. 

Monday,  20tk. — Blowing  hard  from  the  N.W.  ;  remained  in  the  tent  ^-W.  8. 9. 
all  day.    Miserably  cold  there,  the  only  advantage  to  be  derived  from 
remaining  was,  that  we  escaped  frostbites. 

Tuesday,  2lst — ^Went  on  at  7h.  on  the  track.  At  about  2h.  r.M.  a  sledge 
was  seen  to  the  northward.  Leaving  our  sledge,  I  went  after  her ;  and  after 
a  long  chase,  came  up  with  her,  and  found  that  she  was  a  sledge  from  the 
"  Resolute,"  in  charge  of  Mr.  Court,  acting  master  of  the  "  Livestigator." 
After  communicating  with  him,  and  learning  that  he  had  left  Commander 
Richards  two  hours  and  a  half  previously,  I  returned  to  endeavour  to  over- 
take him.  At  5h.  encamped,  having  passed  Commander  Richards'  encamp- 
ment of  last  night  about  two  hours. 

Wednesday,  22d. — x^fter  passing  a  miserably  cold  night,  started  at  7h., 
following  the  track  as  before.  Just  as  we  had  finished  lunch,  a  sledge  was 
seen  astern.    Sending  the  sledge  on,  I  walked  back  and  communicated  with 
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ProceedingH         Commander  I'ullcii  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  who  had  also  Keen  Mr.  C'ourt'H  party 
of  Mr.  Shellabear.  Jay  before.    Commander  told  me  to  go  on,  and  he  Khf)uld  moKt  probably 

overtake  me ;  but  if  he  did  not,  to  wait  at  Cape  Ilotham.  I  therefore 
walked  on,  and,  overtakinf>-  the  sledge  at  4h.  p.m.,  enearnped  about  Oh, 
Commander  encamped  about  a  mile  astern. 

Thur.sdfi/ij,  23c/.-  -Blowing  a  stiff  breeze  from  the  northward.  Waited 
until  9h.  for  the  ('ommander  to  come  up,  when,  as  we  could  carry  our  sail, 
I  packed  and  went  on  at  a  good  pace,  wliic;h  prevented  our  getting  frost- 
bitten, except  in  the  faces,  which  were  pretty  well  marked  l)y  the  time  we 
stopped.  About  Ih.  the  wind  fell  light,  and  we  lunched.  After  passing 
two  of  Commander  Richards'  encampments  (none  being  passed  yesterday^ 
encamped  at  5h.  p.m. 

Friday,  2Atli,. — This  morning  Morris's  toe  pained  him  very  much,  and  it 
appeared  very  bad.  I  therefore  told  him  that  J  should  get  him  back  to  the 
ship  the  first  opportunity.  Still  heavy  squalls  from  the  N.N.W. ;  waited 
until  9h.  to  start,  fearful  of  more  frostbites.  Went  on  along  the  land  till 
Ih.,  when  the  squalls  coming  on  more  heavily,  I  encamped  off"  Cape 
Hotham,  one  mile  distant. 

'•        q.  Saturday^  '2bth. — Got  under  weigh,  and  went  on  for  two  miles,  when,  as 

we  were  abreast  of  the  cape,  and  could  see  no  marks,  we  left  the  sledge  and 
walked  along  the  land  to  the  N.N.E.,  where  we  found  the  staff  erected  by 
Captain  Ommanney,  and  the  boat  left  by  Captain  Kellett  in  the  "  Resolute." 
Here  I  left  a  note  for  Commander  Pullen,  returned  to  the  sledge,  and  en- 
camped, to  await  his  coming  up.  After  lunch,  at  noon,  I  took  the  party 
back  to  assist  in  bringing  up  the  sledges.  Commander  Pullen  and 
Mr.  Jenkins  encamped  in  company  about  4h.  .30m.,  and  about  an  hour  after- 
wards Mr.  Cheyne,  returning  from  Assistance  Bay,  did  the  same. 

Sunday,  March  26th. — Having  received  orders  from  Commander  Pullen 
to  complete  my  provisions  from  Mr.  Jenkins'  depot,  I  received  from  him  the 
quantity  enclosed,  at  the  same  time  exchanging  Morris  (who  was  to  go  to 
the  ship)  for  Israel  Holmes,  A.B.  Mr.  Jenkins  then  left  to  bury  his  depot, 
and  the  Commander  and  myself  packed  sledges  and  proceeded  to  the  S.AV. 
for  about  an  hour  and  a  half,  when,  as  it  was  blowing  and  drifting,  we  en- 
camped, and  waited  for  the  weather  to  clear  up,  which  it  did  at  lunch  time. 
After  lunch.  Commander  Pullen  ordered  me  to  proceed  to  Cape  Bunny, 
and  bury  my  depot,  and  leave  a  paper  which  he  gave  me  from  Sir  E.  Belcher. 
We  then  parted  company,  he  going  direct  for  Cape  Rennell.  Went  on  to 
the  S.W.  until  5h.,  when,  coming  to  some  heavy  hummocks,  encamped. 

Monday,  27th. — Went  in  shore  to  clear  the  hummocks,  and  after  rounding 
them,  on  to  the  westward.  At  noon,  it  came  on  to  blow  hard  from  the 
W.N.W.,  with  thick  weather;  but  we  kept  on  till  3h.  p.m.,  when,  being 
surrounded  by  heavy  hummocks,  blowing,  and  drifting,  and  thick  weather, 
I  encamped. 

Tuesday,  28th. — Blowing  hard  all  day  from  W.N.  W.  ;  remained  in  the  tent. 

Wednesday,  29th. — Packed  and  started  at  7h.  Weather  hazy  in  the 
morning,  but  it  cleared  up  by  9h.,  when  we  had  a  beautiful  day.  Rounded 
the  hummocks  by  going  to  the  southward,  and  then  proceeded  to  the 
S.S.W.,  steering  by  the  sun.  Towards  evening  a  light  breeze  from  the 
eastward.    Griffiths  Island  in  sight  during  the  day. 

Thursday,  ',lOth. — A  breeze  from  the  N.E.  Went  on  under  sail  S.S.W., 
weather  generally  thick,  but  we  occasionally  caught  a  glimpse  of  Griffiths 
Island. 

Friday,  '.Mst. — Wind  easterly  ;  went  on  under  sail  as  yesterday.  Griffiths 
Island  now  drawing  well  aft. 

Saturd,ay,  April  \st. — A  light  breeze  from  the  eastward.  At  lunch  we 
could  sec;  the  southern  shore,  and  went  on  for  it  till  r)h.  When  it  cleared  in 
the  evening,  1  coidd  see  Cape  l^unny  looking  10  or  12  miles  off". 

Sunday,  2d,. — 7h.  30m.,  went  on  for  Cape  Buimy.  At  9h.  came  to  some 
heavy  hummocks.     After  working  though  them  I  perceived  a  sledge  track, 
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and  a  little  further  on  a  tent.  I  walked  on  and  found  it  to  be  Mr.  Herbert's. 
He  had  landed  his  depot  the  day  before,  and  having  reached  his  tent  again 
late  had  not  yet  started  to  return.  After  communicating  with  him  went  on. 
At  5h  P.M.  encamped  about  three  miles  from  Cape  Bunny. 

Monday,  3c/. — Leaving  the  tent,  sleeping  gear,  &c.,  placed  the  depot  on 
the  sledge  and  took  it  on  shore.  After  burying  it  with  Mr.  Herbert's,  and 
leaving  the  papers  brought  from  Sir  E.  Belcher,  I  walked  to  the  top  of  the 
island.  There  was  a  smooth  floe  to  the  westward  and  southward,  but 
no  sign  of  a  ship  or  party.  I  could  just  see  the  loom  of  the  land  about 
Cape  Walker,  as  the  weather  was  hazy.  I  built  a  cairn,  and  left  a  bamboo 
on  the  high  part  of  the  spit  of  the  island,  where  it  could  be  seen  from  the 
westward,  southward  and  eastward,  and  left  a  notice  stating  where  the 
depot  was  placed  and  the  positions  of  the  ships.  In  the  depot  cairn  I  left 
a  paper  saying  the  depot  (enclosed)  was  brought  by  a  sledge  party  from 
H.M.  ship  "  North  Star,"  lying  in  Erebus  Bay,  Beechey  Island,  on  the 
2d  of  April  1854.  After  leaving  the  depot  we  returned  to  the  tent  at 
2h  30m.  P.M.,  and  lunched ;  afterwards  packed,  and  went  on  for  two  hours. 

Tuesday,  '^■th. — Blowing  a  gale  from  the  westward.  8h.  got  under  weigh  Wind,  westerly,  2.  c  m. 
and  made  sail,  but  it  was  blowing  so  hard  that  we  could  not  keep  the  sledge 
from  capsizing  every  hummock  she  came  to,  rendering  it  necessary  to  stop 
frequently ;  so  I  encamped  at  eleven  and  remained  all  day.    Turpitt  had 
his  wrist  frost-bitten. 

Wednesday,  bth. — Still  blowing  hard  from  the  westward.  Waited  tiU  9h. 
then  w^ent  on  under  sail.  Made  during  the  day  a  journey  of  11  or  12 
miles.    Two  small  bears  were  seen  in  the  evening. 

Thursday,  6th. — Went  on,  keeping  on  Mr.  Herbert's  track  as]  the 
weather  was  thick.  At  noon  could  see  the  North  Land  and  Cape  Hotham. 
At  2h.  passed  an  encampment  of  Mr.  Herbert's.  5h.  encamped  10  or  11 
miles  from  Assistance  Bay. 

Friday,  7th. — 6h.  30m.  a.m.  Went  on  for  Assistance  Bay,  A  beautiful  Calm, 
clear  day.  12h.  20m.  lunched.  4h.  30m.  encamped  a  mile  to  the  east- 
ward of  the  depot,  on  the  eastern  point  of  Assistance  Bay,  outside  the 
hummocks.  I  then  walked  to  the  depot  and  left  a  paper  reporting  my 
visit,  and  stating  that  the  depot  brought  out  by  Mr,  Jenkins  had  been  left 
at  Cape  Hotham.  I  found  a  paper  left  there  by  Mr.  Herbert  on  the  5th. 
Returned  to  the  tent  and  had  supper. 

Saturday,  8th. — 6h.  30m.  started,  going  along  the  land  for  Dungeness 
Point,  which  we  rounded  by  noon,  and  stopped  to  lunch.  After  lunch 
went  close  along  shore  for  the  depot  at  Cape  Hotham,  where  we  arrived  at 
2h.  30m.  P.M.  On  reaching  the  depot  I  perceived  that  it  had  been  visited 
by  a  bear  and  foxes.  There  was  a  tin  of  pemmican  lying  out  alongside  the 
boat.  On  digging  out  I  could  find  nothing  but  the  large  bread  case,  a  four 
gallon  tin  of  rum,  and  two  tins  of  pemmican.  I  took  from  the  depot  the 
provisions  enclosed,  to  complete  ten  days'  allowance,  intending  to  go  on 
again,  but  by  the  time  we  had  replaced  the  depot  it  was  half-past  four  o'clock, 
and  a  breeze  springing  up  from  the  north,  I  determined  to  remain  and  start 
earlier  in  the  morning  to  avoid  the  glare  which  we  all  began  to  suffer  from. 

Sunday,  Qth. — 6h.  packed  the  sledge.  On  going  up  the  rising  ground 
to  look  for  a  lead  through  the  hummocks,  I  perceived  a  bag  out  on  the  ice 
and  a  number  of  preserved  meat  tins.  I  brought  these  up  and  buried  them 
with  the  exception  of  one  tin  which  had  a  hole  in.  This,  with  the  empty 
bacon  bag,  I  brought  back  to  the  ship.  Having  clear  weather  and  a  good 
floe,  we  made  a  straight  course  and  a  distance  of  12  or  13  miles,  encamping 
at  5h.  30m.  p.m. 

Monday,  lOth. — Under  weigh  at  6h.  and  went  on  to  the  eastward.    At  Caim,o.£ 
8h.  30m.  it  cleared  and  we  could  see  the  island.  At  lOh.  a  sledge  was  seen 
to  the  southward,  and  a  man  coming  towards  us.    I  left  the  sledge  and 
met  Mr.  Jenkins,  who  was  going  to  place  a  depot  at  Assistance  Bay. 
Rejoined  my  sledge;  at  II h.  30m.  lunched.     About  Ih.  entered  the 
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Proceedings 
of  Mr.  Shellabear 
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Procecdiiiffs 
of  Mr.  SliciUabciir. 


hummocks  anrl  fuid  soinc  licavy  flrap^gmg  the;  rrmaiiKl^r  of  tlie  day. 
5h.  encamped  T;  or  G  miles  from  ]>eecli{;y  Inland. 

Tuc.sdmj,  1  l/f/i. — Under  weigli  a  h'ttle  before  six  and  went  on  for  the 
island.  In  workinj"-  tln-ougli  tlie  hummocks  one  of  the  uprights  was  knocked 
out  of  the  rimner.    Arrived  on  hoard  at  J  Oh.  '1.'>m. 


List       Sjjoixjk  Ciuow. 


1  Mr.  W.  B.  Shellabear 

2  Robert  Wilkinson 

3  —  Johnson  - 

4  W.  Shaw 

5  W.  Harper 
(5  E.  Hodge 

7  —  Morris  (Holmes; 

8  —  Turpitt 

9  —  Pilcher 
10  W.  Cooper 


(Second  Master. 

Boat's  Mate, 

Captain  Forecastle, 

A.B. 

A.B. 

A.B. 

A.B. 

A.B. 

A.B. 

A.B. 

W.  B.  SHEij.AiiivAK,  Second  Master, 
in  charge  of  Party. 


List  of  Provisions  received  from  Mr.  .Jenkins  at  Cape  Hotham,  on  the 

Outward  Journey. 


Biscuit        -       -  .. 

Pemmican 

Rum  (concen.) 

Tea  (in  lieu  of  chocolate) 

Sugar  for  ditto 

Preserved  potato 


60  lbs. 
84  „ 
2  galls, 
lbs. 

.3-2 

12  „ 


Pepper 
Salt 

Tobacco 

Tea 

Sugar 


at  oz. 
2  -  lbs. 

4J-JL 


Provisions  taken  from  the  Depot  at  Cape  Hotham  on  the  Return  .Journey  to 
complete  10  Days  for  10  Men,  the  Bacon  and  Pork  being  destroyed. 

Biscuit  -  -  -       40  lbs. 

Pemmican         -  -       -       4.5      fno  smaller  quantity  being  there) 

Rum  -  -  lOigHls 

W.  B.  Shellabear,  Second  Master, 
in  charge  of  Party. 


Contents  of  the  Depot  left  at  Cape  Bunny  (.396  Rations  of  Small  Stores, 
436  of  Rum,  and  2.96  of  Biscuit  and  Meats). 


296  lbs. 
1481  lbs. 

98  lbs. 
129|:  lbs. 

49 i  lbs. 


Biscuit 
Pemmican 
Preserved  meats 
Bacon  and  pork 
Preserved  potato 
Choc,  paste  (made  on  board)37  lbs.  2  oz. 
Tea       -  -       -       6  lbs.  3  oz. 

Sugar  -  -      1 8  lbs.  9  oz. 

Rum  (concentrated)  -  7gal..3ipts. 
Pepper  -  -       14i  oz. 

Mustard  -        -       1  lb.l2Joz. 


Salt 
Tobacco 

Cayenne  Pepper 

Onion  powder 
'  Cases,  wood 
J,  J     „  metal 
I  Banco,  six  galls. 
I  Tins,  spirit,  four  galls. 

Bamboo 

Till  cylindei's 


3  lbs.  9  oz. 
0  lbs.  f 
4-i-  oz. 


10  lbs.  91  oz 


^4 

5  oz, 

1  in  number. 

1 
1 
1 
1 


The  original  list  made  out  by  Mr.  Elliott,  Clerk  in  Chief,  was  left  in  the 
cairn. 

W.  B.  Shkllaukar,  Second  Master, 
in  charge  of  Party. 
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Enclosure  No.  45.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Lieutenant  May  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 


Proceedings  of 
Commander  Pullen. 


Her  Majesty's  Ship,  "North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  April  19th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  in  pursuance  of  Commander 
Richards'  orders  of  the  22d  of  March,  I  proceeded  to  Assistance  Bay, 
where  I  deposited  a  depot  of  141  rations.  Why  ui? 

Taking  my  departure  for  Cape  Walker  on  the  25tli,  did  not  reach  the 
same  till  the  31st  instant,  in  consequence  of  a  long  continuance  of  very 
severe  weather ;  and  having  placed  the  document  received  from  Com- 
mander Richards  in  a  cairn,  which  I  found  erected  on  the  summit  of  the 
cape  by  the  former  expedition.  I  left  for  Assistance  Bay,  via  the  north 
end  of  Griffith's  Island,  on  the  5th,  depositing  also  another  document  on 
the  eastern  shore  of  the  latter. 

Arriving  at  Assistance  Bay  on  the  1 1th,  I  found  that  bears  had  broken 
into  the  depot,  destroying  all  the  fuel  and  some  biscuit,  together  with  a  No  amount  Ltated. 
few  small  stores.  Having  taken  the  necessary  provisions,  1  secured  the 
depot,  and  proceeded  on  my  journey  for  Beechey  Island,  where  I  arrived 
on  the  15th  instant,  and  since  that  period  have  been  recruiting  my  crew 
under  the  surgeon ;  also  preparing  the  sledge  equipment,  to  execute  your 
orders  of  the  2d  of  April. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  W.  May, 
Lieut,  in  charge  of  sledge  "  Reliance." 

Statement  of  Weights  on  First  Journey. 

Average  weight  per  man 

Non-eflPective    -  - 
Delivered  to  Lieutenant  May,  to  be  amended,  13th  May. 
Returned,  unaltered,  15th. 

(Signed)       James  Lewis, 

Clerk  in  charge. 

No  statement  of  what  he  took  from  the  depot. 

No  statement  of  any  robbery  committed  on  the  spirits  by  Mellish. 


Enclosure  No.  46.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Commander  Pullen  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 
Reporting  in  detail  Journey  to  Port  Leopold  and  back. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship,  "North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
J  April  28th,  1854, 

Having  now  so  far  recovered  the  use  of  my  sight,  since  my  return  from 
the  duties  you  ordered  me  on,  I  am  enabled  to  furnish  you,  by  this  first 
opportunity  of  communicating,  the  details  of  my  journey  to  Port  Leopold. 

2.  After  Mr.  Shellabear  leaving  me,  as  before  stated  in  my  letter  of  the 
18th  instant,  half-a-day's  journey  south  of  Cape  Hotham,  I  travelled  over 
smooth  floe,  passing  over  small  ridges  of  apparently  young  ice,  forced  into 
hummocks  by  pressure,  and  got  into  the  land  of  North  Somerset,  on  a 
clear  lead,  at  the  time  going  direct  for  Point  Rennell ;  but,  as  I  before 
stated,  it  being  hazy  at  the  time,  deposited  the  notice  at  what  I  considered 
the  most  conspicuous  point  to  the  eastward,  as  shown  in  my  track.  In  fact, 
I  considered  I  had  got  to  the  eastward  of  the  real  point. 

3.  I  now  proceeded  eastward  along  the  land,  and  the  travelling  rather 
hummocky  and  tedious,  our  progress  was  not  so  rapid;  however,  at 
1  Ih.  30m.  am.  of  the  6th,  I  arrived  at  Port  Leopold. 

n.  z  z 
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iVoc<n'iiiii;^s  of  4.  My  first,  oUjccl,  was  lo  cxiiininc  into  tJic  stuU;  of  the;  proviBions,  HUmta, 

'JoiJiiuiindor  I'liUcii.      &(-.^  which  appeared  to  mc  to  be  in  rather  a  confused  state,  with  many 

  empty  casks  lying'  about,  which  service  fully  occupied  rnc  until  noon  of 

the  8th,  and  on  opening  some  of  the  casks  I  found  tiie  provisions  in  a  very 
bad  state  ;  the  brine  in  the  salt  provision  casks  was  in  hard  and  solid 
masses,  and  the  pork  very  yellow,  one  piece  of  which  J  boiled  was  hardly 
eatable  ;  one  cask  of  bread  opened  was  damp  and  greatly  mildewed  ;  tea, 
peas,  barley,  suet,  and  chocolate  good ;  vinegar,  sugar,  and  flour  I  did  not 
open,  as  the  latter  can  hardly  have  suffered ;  but  the  cask  of  sugar  which 
Mr.  Kennedy  speaks  of  as  having  been  opened  by  the  bears,  was  a  short 
way  under  the  upper  surface  bad ;  cranberries,  pickles,  and  lemon  juice 
casks  open,  and  their  contents  lying  about  in  all  directions ;  one  cask  I  saw 
marked  on  its  head  blanket  bags,  but  on  turning  it  over  was  found  to  con- 
Stores,  &c.,  at  Port  Leopold,    tain  old  newspapers  ;  and  the  number  I  made  on  counting  was  272  full, 

and  10  empty,  making  the  whole  282,  being  22  short  of  what  Sir  James 
Ross's  lists  gave. 

5.  There  was  only  the  skeleton  of  the  frame  of  the  house  remaining,  all 
the  covering,  &c.,  torn  down  and  to  pieces,  and  I  could  only  find  sufficient 
remaining  to  hang  up  at  one  corner,  under  the  lee  of  which  the  tent  was 
pitched. 

6.  The  coals  were  all  buried  under  the  snow,  the  coke  in  bags  only 
partially,  but  apparently  short  as  to  quantity :  I  had  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining ;  I  used  some  of  it  for  the  purpose  of  thawing  and  drj  ing  our  blanket 
bags,  for  they  were  more  like  two  deal  boards  than  anything  I  can  com- 
pare them  to  on  reaching  that  place  ;  in  fact  I  consider  it  was  the  means  of 
averting  much  sickness,  all  the  sleeping  gear  being  in  such  a  state,  from 
the  severe  weather,  that  it  was  a  difficult  job  to  make  use  of  it. 

7-  The  preserved  meats  were  ail  of  Mr.  Goldner's  supply,  and  I  must  do 
him  the  justice  to  state  that  out  of  12  or  14  I  opened,  only  one  was  bad; 
they  ,  however,  seemed  short  of  weight. 

8.  The  boat  appears  to  be  in  rather  a  precarious  position,  rather  too 
close  to  the  point,  on  which  there  has  been  forced  a  great  deal  of  ice ;  and 
one  piece  of  land,  30  or  40  feet  high,  looks  as  if  it  would  almost  fall  into 
her ;  it  is  possible  that  the  point  may  have  given  way  somewhat.  The 
steam  engine  is  close  too,  and  apparently  uninjured. 

9.  When  I  first  saw  the  open  water  outside  Port  Leopold,  I  could  hardly 
conceive  that  it  could  really  be  other  than  land  lightly  covered  with  snow, 
but  on  getting  close  saw  immediately  what  it  was  ;  throwing  stones  in 
it  showed  there  was  a  very  light  covering  of  ice  at  the  time  forming  in  the 
calm  still  weather,  but  not  sufficient  to  prevent  a  seal  swimming  about,  who 
looked  at  me  with  as  much  astonishment  as  I  did  at  the  large  space  of 
dark  surface  before  me.  This  was  the  afternoon  of  my  arrival,  the  6th ; 
the  three  following  days  it  blew  fresh,  so  that  on  Monday  (the  10th)  the 
day  I  came  away,  being  calm  and  fine,  I  saw  more  of  it  than  I  had  previous, 
that  dense  vapour,  generally  lying  over  it,  having  somewhat  dispersed. 
One  of  the  great  northern  divers  was  seen  passing  over  this  water,  flying 
south. 

10.  I  could  find  no  tallow,  which  we  were  much  in  want  of;  from  having 
had  so  much  wind  on  our  outward  journey,  our  stock  was  all  expended  but 
5  lbs.  I,  however,  took  a  little  oil,  but  what  I  found  in  the  cask  was  very 
far  short  of  what  is  given  in  the  lists.  I  also  took  about  25  lbs.  of  biscuit, 
and  a  case  of  pemmican,  thinking  that  I  might  liave  to  keep  well  to  the 
westward  from  seeing  so  much  open  water. 

11.  After  having  removed  nearly  every  cask  that  I  could  find,  partially 
clearing  the  snow  out  of  tlie  boat,  copying  all  notices  I  found  there,  copies 
of  which  I  enclose,  leaving  your  notices  and  a  flag  attached  to  the  signal 
staff,  still  standing,  I  commenced  my  return  on  Monday,  the  lOtli  of  April, 
keeping  close  along  shore  inside  the  hunnnocks,  towards  Cape  M'Clintock, 
passing  over  the  narrow  neck  of  Lmd,  both  going  and  returning ;  in  fact,  1 
hardly  think  we  could  have  got  round  Cape  Clarence  by  reason  of  the 
water. 
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12.  The  second  day  I  was  detained  after  lOh.  a.m.  by  a  heavy  gale,  which        Proceedings  of 
breaking  early  on  the  morning  of  the  1 2th,  I  was  again  able  to  proceed,  but.      Commander  Pullen. 
much  to  my  chagrin,  not  very  far.    All  the  morning  I  had  felt  very  unwell, 

when  on  getting  a  little  beyond  Cape  M'Clintock,  at  1  Ih.  30m.,  I  was  so  ill 
that  I  could  not  move  any  further ;  obliged  to  pitch  the  tent  and  get  into  my 
bag  as  fast  as  possible,  just  at  the  time  too  when  a  fair  wind  was  springing  up. 
This  was  the  second  time  I  had  been  so  similarly  attacked  and  obliged  to 
stop  (very  acute  rheumatism),  and  I  now  gave  up  all  idea  of  going  further 
west ;  therefore  resolved  on  making  the  best  of  my  way  to  the  ship  as  soon 
as  I  recovered. 

13.  All  the  following  day  it  blew  a  gale  from  south,  veering  occasionally 
to  S.E.,  causing  a  very  heavy  snow  drift,  when  on  the  morning  of  the  I4th 
it  moderated  so  much  and  wind  veered  to  the  west,  being  somewhat 
recovered,  that  I  was  enabled  to  proceed  and  make  for  the  northern  shores 
of  Barrow  Straits.  About  noon,  however,  another  gale  came  on  just  before 
I  had  cleared  the  first  ridge  of  in-shore  hummocks,  which  completely  belted 
the  shores  of  North  Somerset,  east  from  Rennell,  nearly  the  whole  way  to 
Port  Leopold,  and  we  were  once  more  detained  until  the  next  morning, 
which,  coming  in  fine,  I  moved  on  ;  and  at  6h.  30m.  p.m.  of  the  evening  of 
the  17th  I  got  into  the  land  a  short  way  east  of  Cape  Riley,  reaching  the  ship 
the  same  evening  as  mentioned  in  my  former  letter. 

14.  In  my  journey  across  to  Cape  Hotham  the  ice  generally  was  apparently 
of  young  formation,  such  that  would  soon  break  up,  except  that  immediately 
along  the  shores  of  Cornwallis  Island,  as  far  as  I  saw,  and  round  Beechey 
Island  ;  that,  especially  the  latter,  and  on  its  southern  shore,  which  I 
know  for  certainty  to  be  the  heavy  stuff  driven  there  by  the  gale  of 
September  1852. 

15.  I  have  seen  but  little  old  ice  in  Barrow  Straits  ;  and  coming  from 
Port  Leopold,  after  getting  over  the  first  belt  and  heaviest  hummocks,  all 
the  remaining  journey  was  smooth  floe,  crossing  narrow  belts  of  small  hum- 
mocks occasionally,  formed  of  young  ice  by  pressure  from  either  wind  or 
current.  Among  these  hummocks  there  were  quantities  of  soft  snow,  such 
as  I  found  it  at  the  same  time  last  year  in  those  channels,  between  the 
islands  in  Wellington  Channel. 

16.  Accompanying  this  I  send  trace  of  my  route,  with  a  copy  from 
my  daily  notes  of  the  temperatures  morning  and  evening,  also  a  copy  of  the 
notices  I  left. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)         W.  J.  S.  Pullen,  Commander. 


Detentions  on  the  Route. 


pFrom  the  ship  to  Cape  Hotham 
j  Cape  Hotham  to  land  of  North  Somerset 
Going    -    -  ^  Eastward  to  Port  Leopold 

I  At  Port  Leopold      -  -  _ 

L  examining  into  the  state  of  the  provisions,  &c. 
f  From  Port  Leopold  to  ship      -        -  ..  1 


Days, 
2 

-  1 

i. 

4 


Returning  - 


Hours. 

5  by  a  gale. 
4  by  a  gale. 
0  by  illness. 

0  by  gales  and 

6  by  gales. 
0  by  illness. 


Total 


9  6 


Eight  to  nine  hours,  including  stoppages  for  lunch,  has  been  my  usual 
daily  travelling. 


Z  z  2 
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ComTndtr^uHon.  (EncloSUrc  tO  C.  |«.) 


Capri  Ren  noil,  March  3l8t,  1854. 
Commander  Pullen,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  deposited  these 
Notices  on  the  .31st  Marcli,  1854,  when  on  his  way  to  Port  Leopold. 

At  Cape  Bunny  tliere  is  a  large  cache  of  provisions,  also  another  sealed 
notice  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher.  He  is  at  present  with  his  ship  "  Assistance  " 
in  the  Wellington  Channel,  on  eastern  shores,  in  lat.  Tb^  31'  N. 

Captain  Kellett,  with  "Resolute,"  S.W.  (true)  18  miles  off"  Cape 
Cockburn. 

On  the  opposite  shores  large  depots  of  provisions  arc  3  miles  west  of 
Allison's  Inlet,  Assistance  Bay,  and  Cape  Hotham. 

At  Beechey  Island  a  house  has  been  built,  on  the  S.E.  part,  in  which  is 
stowed  a  large  quantity  of  provisions,  clothing,  &c. 

The  "  North  Star  "  is  in  Erebus  Bay. 

A  ship  is  expected  from  England  this  year. 


Commander  Pullen,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  arrived  here  on 
the  noon  of  the  7th  April,  1854,  and  deposited  these  Notices  on  the 
morning  of  the  10th,  previous  to  his  departure  on  return  to  Beechey 
Island,  where  the  "North  Star"  has  wintered,  1852,  1853,  1854. 

On  the  S.E.  part  of  Beechey  Island  a  house  was  built,  now  containing  a 
large  store  of  provision,  &c.,  brought  out  by  Her  Majesty's  steam  ship 
"  Phoenix  "  last  year. 

Sir  E.  Belcher,  in  command  of  the  expedition,  is  at  present  with  his 
ship  "  Assistance  "  and  tender  "  Pioneer,"  on  the  east  shores  of  Wellington 
Channel,  in  lat.  75°  31'  N. 

Captain  Kellett,  with  his  ship  "  Resolute"  and  tender  "  Intrepid," 
18  miles  S.W.  of  Cape  Cockburn,  with  the  crew  of  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"  Investigator  "  on  board,  they  having  deserted  their  ship  last  year  after 
being  fast  bound  in  the  ice  1851,  1852,  1853,  in  the  Bay  of  God's  Mercy, 
on  the  north  shores  of  Baring  Island,  or  Bank's  Land,  and  no  hope  of  getting 
clear,  were  discovered  last  year  by  Captain  Kellett's  travelling  parties. 

A  ship  will  most  probably  be  out  from  England  this  year,  and  from  the 
difference  in  appearance  of  ice  when  finally  closing  in  1 853  to  what  it  was 
in  1852,  with  the  long  prevalence  of  N.  and  N.W.  winds  this  winter, 
and  so  much  open  water  as  now  to  be  seen  here,  we  may  reasonably 
expect  an  open  and  early  season  in  these  latitudes,  or  totally  contrary  to 
what  it  was  last  year. 

Provisions  are  in  cache  3  miles  west  of  Allison's  Inlet,  Assistance  Bay, 
and  Cape  Hotham,  besides  Beechey  Island  on  the  north  shore. 

On  this  shore  at  Cape  Bunny,  besides  this  place,  and  those  at  Admiralty 
Inlet,  left  by  "  North  Star,"  in  1849. 
No  tidings  of  the  missing  ones. 
Port  Leopold,  10th  April.    All  well. 


« 
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Temperatures  taken  in  travelling  to  Port  Leopold  and  back,  between  the       Proceedings  of 

18th  March  and  17th  April  1854.  Commander  Pullen, 


Date. 

A.  M. 

P.  M. 

Remarks. 

Generally  taken  at  8h.  a.m.  and  7h.  p.m. 

18  March,  1854  - 

23-5  - 

Wind  fresh  all  night  from  N.W. 

19 

?>      *  * 

O 

26  - 

29'5  - 

At  5h.  P.M.  gale  came  on  from  N.N.W. ; 
much  drift. 

20 

)>      "  ~ 

31  - 

32  - 

Gale  and  heavy  drift ;  stopped  all  day. 

21 

)»      ~  ~ 

28  - 

30  - 

Wind  moderate  from  N.W.  . 

MM 

j>      "  " 

30  - 

31-5  - 

Fine ;  wind  N.W. 

23 

)>      "  ' 

29  - 

28  - 

Strong  wind  :  much  drift ;  stopped  all  day. 

24 

»      "  " 

29  - 

24  - 

Strong  wind  W.N.W. ;  no  moving  until 
llh.  A.M.,  when  the  wind  lulled,  and  we 
were  enabled  to  travel  until  4h.,  when 
gale  up  again. 

25 

24  - 

27  - 

Fine  morning ;  strong  breeze  in  afternoon ; 
Wind  N.JN.W. ;  heavy  dritt. 

26 

3>                '  ~ 

23  - 

28  - 

±resh  breeze  irom  W.JN.W. ;  sent  Mr.  Jen- 
kins back  with  disabled  men  ;  proceeded, 
and  stopped  4  hours  by  gale. 

27 

J>                ~  " 

1  ft 

io  — 

Wind  strong  N.  N.  W.,  crossing  Barrow 
Strait. 

28 

Jl                "  ~ 

28  - 

19  - 

Wind  strong  from  W. ;  stopped  all  day. 

29 

>»               "  ~ 

11  - 

10  - 

Moderate  W.N.W,  ;   best  travelling  day 
yet  had. 

30 

»                "  " 

15  - 

11  - 

i  me  morning ;  light  wind  irom  Fi. 

31 

21  - 

32  - 

Got  into  the  land,  and  deposited  notice. 

1  April 

6ii  — 

Fine  weather  ;  one  man  sore  eyes. 

2 

31  — 

23  — 

Wind  light  from  W.N.W. ;  fine. 

3 

»                '  " 

25  - 

27  - 

Fresh  wind  from  W.N.W, 

4 

J>               ~  ~ 

29  - 

17  - 

Wind  lierht  from  W. 

5 

)>               "  ~ 

12  - 

6  - 

Wind  light  from  N.W,  ;  stopped  half  the 
day  by  illness ;  also  one  man. 

6 

»                ~  " 

2  - 

85  - 

Wmd  light  irom  Fi.  ;  nne  weather  ;  ar- 
rived at  Port  Leopold  ;  sea,  open  water. 

7 

I>                ~  ~ 

11  - 

19  - 

Weather  fine ;  wind  light  from  N.  W. 

8 

15  - 

17  - 

"ITT             *       1            T     1    J      y»                 TVT  ITT        "  i_1 

Fine  VV.  wind  ;  light  from  N.W.  m  the 
morning ;  gale  in  evening ;  much  open 
water  in  Port  Leopold. 

9 

»                ~  * 

10  - 

15  - 

Gale  ;  wind  N. 

10 

J>               "  ~ 

9  - 

17  - 

ime    weather  ;    wind  light   from  JN.; 
leave  Port  Leopold. 

11 

l>                "  " 

15  - 

11  - 

Gale  from  N.W. ;  moved  on  till  lOh.  A.M., 
then  obliged  to  stop. 

12 

l»                *  " 

9  - 

2  + 

Fine  weather;   moved;   at  llh.  illness, 
again  obliged  to  stop. 

13 

)>  " 

1  + 

2  + 

Gale  from  S.  and  S.E. ;  stopped  all  day. 

14 

5  + 

10  - 

Fine  mornina":  wind  W.N.W;  move  on 
until  llh.;  gale;  stop  again. 

15 

>>               ~  ~ 

12  - 

7  - 

Fine  weather  ;  move  on. 

16 

»>                "  " 

3  - 

4  4- 

Fine  weather. 

17 

») 

9  + 

Hazy  weather ;  reached  the  ship  in  evening. 
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(Enclosure  to  ?|.) 

A u/^  list  6,  184-9. 

The  signal-pole  to  which  the  cylinder  that  containB  this  paper  will  he  | 
attached  was  erected  hy  a  party  from  Iler  MMjesty's  Ships  "  KnterpriBc" 
and  "  Investigator,"  to  direct  Sir  .John  Franklin  or  any  })arty  from  his 
Expedition  to  the  depot  of  provisions  left  at  Whaler  Point  ^^thc  low  point  of 
Leopold  Harbour).  The  ships  having  [)assed  the  last  winter  in  that  harbour, 
are  now  endeavouring  to  cut  out  a))d  pursue  the  object  of  their  voyage,  by 
examining  Wellington  Channel  and  Melville  Island,  and  will  return  t<:)  Port 
Leopold  before  taking  a  final  departure  for  I'^ngland,  should  fircumstances 
admit  of  doing  so  ;  but  the  present  appearance  of  the  ice  to  seawarfl  and  the 
extreme  l)ackwardness  of  the  season  do  not  encourage  us  to  hope  to  accom- 
plish much  during  the  brief  period  of  navigable  time  now  remaining.  , 

The  ships  will  not  remain  in  the  neighbourhood  later  than  the  middle  of  ' 
September. 

(Signed)       Jas.  C.  Ross,  Captain, 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Enterprise." 


Port  Leopold,  August  15,  1849. 
The  provisions  and  stores  landed  here  from  Her  Majesty's  Ships  "  Enter- 
prise "  and  "  Investigator,"  being  intended  for  the  use  of  Sir  John  Franklin 
and  his  party,  it  is  earnestly  desired  that  any  other  persons  (not  in  absolute 
distress)  who  may  find  them  will  leave  them  undisturbed,  and  will  return 
this  paper  into  the  cylinder  which  contains  it,  as  it  is  intended  to  inform 
Sir  John  Franklin  or  any  of  his  party  who  may  arrive  here. 

The  "  Enterprise  "  and  "  Investigator,"  having  wintered  in  this  port,  and 
having  sent  parties  during  the  spring  in  every  direction  in  search  of,  but 
without  obtaining  tidings  of  them,  are  now  about  to  proceed  to  sea,  with  the 
view  of  continuing  their  examination  of  the  north  shore  of  Barrow  Strait  as 
far  to  the  westward  as  the  season  may  permit,  and  that  they  will  endeavour 
to  touch  again  at  this  port  before  they  shall  finally  depart  for  England. 

But  the  latter  part  of  the  plan  of  operations  must  greatly  depend  upon 
circumstances  of  weather  and  season,  which  at  present  appear  by  no  means 
favourable  for  its  successful  execution. 

(Signed)       Jas.  C.  Ross,  Captain, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Enterprise." 
(Signed)       Edward  Bird,  Captain,  "Investigator." 


Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Port  Leopold,  Cape  Clarence, 
August  13,  1850. 

This  paper  is  placed  here  to  certify  that  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North 
Star  "  was  beset  at  the  east  side  of  Melville  Bay  on  the  29th  July  last  year, 
and  gradually  drifted  from  day  to  day,  until,  on  the  26th  of  September, 
we  found  ourselves  abreast  of  Wolstenholme  Island,  when,  perceiving  the  ice 
a  little  more  loose  and  the  sound  perfectly  clear,  made  all  sail  and  pressed 
her  through  it,  anchoring  in  the  lower  part  of  the  sound  that  evening,  and 
arrived  in  North  Star  Bay,  Wolstenholme  Sound,  on  the  1st  of  October, 
where  she  remained  throughout  the  winter  until  the  1st,  of  August  1850, 
when  she  got  liberated  and  proceeded  to  the  westward,  passing  through  the 
pack  in  the  centre  of  Ross's  Bay,  and  reached  Possession  Bay  on  the 
evening  of  the  8th  August  1850,  where  we  left  despatches,  and  proceeded 
on  to  this  place,  where  we  arrived  early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  Au- 
gust 1850. 

(Signed)       J.  Saunders, 
Master  and  Connnander. 


Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  August  14. 
P.S.- The  "North  Star,"  not  having  been  able  to  reach  the  west  side  v 
last  year,  as  contemplated  by  the  Admiralty,  and  being"  entirely  without 
instructions  as  lo  where  to  land  the  provisions,  she  has,  therefore,  now 
called  here  to  see  if  any  instnictious  had  been  left  for  her  guidance. 


Procociliiif^s  of 
Comiiiaiider  Pulloii. 
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The  season  being  so  far  advanced,  and  the  haroour  being  so  full  of  ice,        Proceedings  ot 
and  there  appearing  no  prospect  at  present  of  getting  in  to  land  the  pro-     Commander  PuUen. 
visions,  I  shall,  therefore,  proceed  and  land  the  provisions  either  at  Port 
Bowen  or  Port  Neill,  according  to  circumstances,  as  mj  orders  for  returning 
to  England  this  jear  are  so  peremptorj'. 

(Signed)       J.  Saunders, 
Master  and  Commander. 


August  23,  1850. 

The  "  Prince  Albert "  returned  here  from  off  Fury  Point,  having  been 
unable  to  proceed  towards  Brentford  Bay  in  consequence  of  a  barrier  of 
ice  extending  across  Prince  Regent's  Inlet.  She  is  now  about  to  proceed 
to  Cape  Reilley,  and  perhaps  Cape  Hotham,  and  thence  back  to  Cape 
York  and  Prince  Regent's  Inlet  entrance. 

(Signed)       Chakles  C.  Forsyth, 
Commander,  R.N 


Port  Leopold,  October  21,  1851. 

This  notice  is  left  here  to  inform  parties  that  the  "  Prince  Albert,"  Lady 
Franklin's  little  vessel,  is  now  at  Batty  Bay,  and  will  pass  this  coming 
winter  there,  and  in  the  course  of  it  will  have  parties  searching  along  both 
shores  of  Boothia  Felix  for  Sir  John  Franklin  and  party.  A  party  of  five 
having  got  separated  from  her  on  the  9th  September,  remained  here  until 
this  date,  but  will  return  to  rejoin  her  to-morrow,  a  party  from  her  under 
the  conduct  of  M.  Bellot,  a  French  naval  officer,  (a  volunteer  in  Lady 
Franklin's  service,)  having  arrived  to  inform  the  separated  party  that  the 
"Prince  Albert"  was  safe  in  Batty  Bay,  where  she  had  been  supposed  to 
have  been  carried  to  Port  Bowen.  The  entire  crew  of  the  "  Prince  Albert," 
amounting,  all  told,  to  eighteen,  are  in  excellent  health  and  spirits. 

The  "  Prince  Albert"  carried  out  a  large  number  of  letters  and  papers 
for  those  engaged  in  the  Arctic  expedition,  but  has  been  unable  to  land 
them  anywhere;  they  are,  therefore,  still  on  board. 

Commander  Saunders,  of  the  "  North  Star,"  landed  his  cargo  of  pro- 
visions on  the  eastern  shores  of  Nav}"-board  Inlet,  immediately  within 
Woolaston  Island,  where  it  still  remains  for  the  use  of  those  engaged  in  the 
search  for  Sir  John  Franklin. 

While  here  the  party  of  five  from  the  Piince  Albert"  made  free  with 
all  they  found  here  that  could  conduce  to  their  comfort,  as  they  were  left 
here  with  barely  what  they  had  on  at  the  time  of  landing. 

(Signed)       W.  Kennedy, 
Commanding  Lady  Franklin's  Private 
Arctic  Expedition. 


Port  Leopold,  May  25,  1852. 
This  is  to  give  notice  that  Lady  Franklin's  little  vessel,  the  "  Prince 
Albert,"  passed  the  winter  of  1851-52  in  Batty  Bay. 

In  January  a  party  from  her  visited  Fury  Beach,  and  found  no  traces 
whatever  of  Sir  John  Franklin  or  party ;  the  stores  landed  there,  however, 
from  the  "Fury"  still  safe.    In  the  month  of  February  1852  fourteen 
hands  left  the  "Prince  Albert"  again  for  Fury  Beach,  where,  after  some 
preparation  for  a  long  journey  southward,  they  took  their  final  departure 
on  the  29th  of  March.    Their  intention  was  to  have  gone  first  to  Brentford 
Bay,  and  there  cross  to  the  westward,  with  a  view  to  strike  the  supposed 
western  sea  of  Sir  James  Ross,  and  then  follow  that  coast  down  to  the 
Magnetic  Pole.    After,  however,  travelling  for  about  100  miles  into  the 
interior  in  a  due  west  course  from  Brentford  Bay,  they  found  nothing  but 
/  one  uniform  level  plain,  which  it  was  supposed  might  lead  to  Bank's  Land, 
I  As  they  had  no  means  to  enable  them  to  reach  that  distant  point,  they 
I  turned  northward,  expecting  to  find  a  channel  leading  to  the  S.W.  of  Cape 
Walker.    Up  to  Cape  Walker,  which  they  reached  on  the  4th  May,  they 

Z  z  4 
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Proceedings  of  found  the  land  continuous,  and  gave  it  the  name  of  Prince  Albert  Land.  ' 
Commander  Pullen.     From  Cape  Walker,  they,  being  short  of  provisions,  steered  for  this  point, 

  which  they  reached  on  the  15th  May.    During  this  journey  not  the  smallest  . 

trace  of  Sir  John  Franklin  was  found.    Cape  Walker  was  carefully  ex-  j 
amined,  but  bore  no  evidence  whatever  of  its  having  ever  been  visited  by 
Europeans.  .; 

Of  the  fourteen  hands  (including  officers)  which  left  Fury  Beach,  eight  ' 
hands  formed  a  fatigue  party  as  far  as  Brentford  Bay,  from  which  point  i 
they  returned  to  the  ship.  The  party  that  performed  the  above  journey  ' 
were  composed  of  the  following  individuals :  —  W.  Kennedy,  M.  Bellot,  John  f 
Smith,  Andrew  Irvine,  Richard  Webb,  and  Wm.  Adamson,  with  five  { 
Esquimaux  dogs.  | 

When  they  reached  this  point  they  were  all  so  much  affected  with 
scurvy  that  they  had  to  delay  here  over  a  week  to  recruit.  They  are 
now,  on  the  25th  of  May,  ready  to  return  to  the  ship,  and  only  wait  a 
change  from  the  present  boisterous  weather,  Regent's  Inlet  and  Barrow's 
Straits  being  quite  open,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  in  the  direction  of 
Lancaster  Sound.  They  will  proceed  in  the  gutta  percha  boat  by  water 
as  far  as  they  can. 

After  reaching  the  ship  the  examination  of  the  bottom  of  Grinnell  Inlet 
will  form  a  first  object ;  then,  probably,  Wellington  Channel,  that  is,  pro- 
vided Sir  J.  Franklin  will  not  be  traced  in  that  direction. 

Any  one  finding  this  is  respectfully  requested  to  send  a  copy  of  this 
notice  to  Lady  Franklin.  I 

(Signed)       W.  Kennedy,  j 
Commanding  Lady  Franklin's  Private  | 
Arctic  Expedition.  • 


Whaler  Point,  17th  July,  1852. 
This  is  to  give  notice  that  a  party  of  ten  from  the  "  Prince  Albert,"  still 
in  Batty  Bay,  arrived  here  yesterday,  their  object  being  to  take  to  the  ship  I 
the  gutta  percha  and  jolly  boats  which  had  to  be  left  a  little  south  of  : 
Cape  Seppings  (the  first  on  the  28th  of  May  last,  and  the  last  in  October,  ^ 

1851).  : 

Regent's  Inlet  was  found  to  be  open  as  far  as  to  Batty  Bay,  but  all  south  a 

of  that  is  still  quite  sheeted  over  with  ice,  though  evidently  breaking  up.  i 

Batty  Bay  itself  is  still  fast,  the  ice  where  the  ship  is  anchored  being  | 

6|  fieet  thick.    This  gives  rise  to  the  apprehension  that  it  will  be  late  in  i; 

the  season  before  the  ship  can  be  got  out  to  prosecute  her  duty.    I  am  \ 

happy  to  say  the  entire  crew  at  this  date  is  in  good  health  and  spirits,  .» 

though  in  May  all  were  more  or  less  affected  by  scurvy  ;  so  nothing  fur-  r^j 

ther  has  been  done  in  the  work  of  search  since  the  date  of  last  notice  ;  but  4 
this  will  be  entered  into  as  soon  as  circumstances  permit. 

Leopold  Harbour  is  at  this  date  half  cleared  of  ice  ;  Barrow  Strait  i  { 

entirely,  so  far  as  the  eye  can  reach,  in  the  direction  of  Lancaster  Sound,  1^ 
up  to  near  Cape  Riley. 

Any  one  finding  this  notice  will  confer  a  favour  by  sending  a  copy  to  |  i 

Lady  Franklin.  j 

(Signed)          W.  Kennedy,  '  i 

Commanding  Lady  Franklin's  Private  j 
Arctic  Expedition. 


The  highest  and  southernmost  point  of  this  store  was  found  to  be  II  feet 
11  inches  and  five-tenths  above  the  mean  level  of  the  ocean,  deduced  from 
hourly  tidal  and  barometrical  observations  made  during  the  nine  months 
preceding  the  1st  of  August,  1849,  on  which  day  the  measurement  was 
completed. 

(Signed)       Jas.  C.  Ross,  Captain, 

II.M.S.  "Enterprise." 
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List  of  Provisions  aud  Stores  from  H.M.  Ship  "  Investigator  "  at  W aaler  Proceedings  of 

Point,  Port  Leopold.  Commander  PuUen. 


Her  Majesty's 

Ship  "Investigator 
August  14,  1849. 

,"  Port  I/eopold, 

SPECIES. 

QUANTITY. 

Contained  in 

Irish 

Hogsheads. 

Barrels. 

Ilalf- 

Hogsheads. 

Small 
Casks. 

Tierce  a 

Biscuit       .       ..  - 
Salt  Beef 
„  Pork 
Flour 

Suet  -       -       -  - 
Peas 

Sugar  - 

Chocolate 

Tea 

Preserved  Meats 

„  Soups 

„        Vegetables  - 
Pemmican  -       -  - 
Tobacco 

Soap       -        _  - 

Lemon  Juice 

Pickles 

Scotch  Barley 

Cranberries 

Pepper 

Salt 

4,988  lbs. 
266  8-lbs.  pieces 
6404-lbs.  pieces 
8,936  lbs. 

112  „ 
14  bushels 
2,000  lbs. 

769  „ 

189  „ 
3,036  ,, 
1,534  pints 
1,742  lbs. 
2,000  „ 

509  „ 

401  „ 
74|-  galls. 
760  lbs. 
360  „ 
230  „ 

16  „ 

16  „ 

23 
17 

tins, 
do. 
do. 

/ 

4 
2 

10 

2 
1 

4 

7 

31 

4 
4 

2 
1 

8 

7 
5 

7 

8 

1  rotary  engine,  complete. 
1  shaft. 


Stores— Engineer's. 

1  pinion  for  shaft. 
1  propeller. 


1  boiler,  complete,  with  funnel,  exhaust  pipe,  safety  valve,  lever  and  weight, 
guager  filling  complete,  2  guage  cocks  with  man-hole  door  and  blow-off  pipe. 


1  hand  pump. 
]  suction  pipe  for  ditto. 
1  deliverer  ditto. 

1  suction  pipe  for  pumps  of  enc^ine. 
1  deliverer  for  ditto. 


1  mam  steam   pipe  with  regulating 
valve. 

4  feet  for  holding  down  boiler. 
16  bolts  for  ditto. 


6  tubes. 

1  propeller  sheet  steel  dovetail  step. 

2  springs  for  slides. 

]  plunger,  crank  piece,  and  roller  wheel 
pinion 

1  sheet  of  vulcanized  rubber  for  steam 
joints. 


Spare,  contained  in  a  Box. 

1  chipping  hammer. 


2  flat  chisels. 
S4  files  of  sorts. 

2  cross  cut. 
1  mandril  for  tubes. 

3  o;lass  guao-er  tubes. 
1  spring  for  grease  pump. 


6^  in.  bolts  and  nuts  for  feed  and  hand  pump  jnints  a,nd  slide  boxes  ;  2^  in.  ditto 
for  splice  ;  4^  in.  ditto  for  funnel ;  6\  in.  screws  for  joints  tor  feed  and  hand  pumpa, 
steam  pipes,  and  water  guagers  ;  2  j  in.  bolts  and  nuts  for  flange  of  engine. 


4  2 -in.  pieces. 
17  1-in  ditto. 
7  2-in.  bends. 


3  stokino;  irons 


Pipes  and  Bends. 

.9  1-in.  bends. 
17  1-in.  pieces. 


and  1  plunger  for 


Loose. 


grease  pump. 

1  spanner  for  man-hole  ]:)late. 

2  spanners  for  1  suck  bolt. 


3. 
4 


ditto 
ditto 
ditto 
ditto  l" 
wrench  for  1 
ditto  i 


suck  cock. 
■|  ditto 
ditto      j;  side  spanner, 
joining,  1  prober  for  oil  pipe  at  stern. 

C-wts.  qrs.  lbs. 

Tallow,  white       -       -     .3  0  5 

Cotton,  waste  -       -    -      1  0  24 
IL 


Spunyarn,  white  - 
Twine      _       _  _ 
Hemp,  long  - 
Oil,  animal 
Felt  - 
Bath  bricks 
Emery  paper 
Needles,  sail 
Oil  feeders  - 
Oil  cans,  large  - 
Tallow  kettles,  copper 
Coke 

Coal  sacks 
White  lead  - 

A 


Cwts.  qrs.  lbs. 
0  14 
0    0  12 

0  0  14 
87  gallons. 
20  sheets. 

Gin  number. 
29  sheets. 
1 2  in  number. 

2  „ 

1  „ 
1  „ 

7tons2cwts. 
120  m  number. 
50  lbs. 
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Sails,  mainsail  - 
„    mizen  - 
>,    jib  -  - 
„  foresail 

Block,  single  6  in. 

5 

,,   double  5  „ 
At 

„  clump  4  „ 
Rope  2'\  inch 


Pinnace 

Masts 

Bowsprit 

Bumkin 

Oars 


Boatswain's  Stoues. 

Ilope  2  inch 


1  in  number. 
1  » 
1  „ 

1  » 

2  „ 
14 

1  „ 

2  „ 
2  „ 

20  fathoms. 


„  n  »  - 

Thimbles 
Leads,  hand 
Twine  - 
Needles,  sail 

„  bolt  rope 
Palms,  sailmaker 


Carpenter's  Stores. 


1  in  number. 

2  „ 
1  „ 
1  „ 

20  „ 


Boot-hooks  - 
Copper  pump 
Stove  - 
Hand-screw 
Coals  - 


Carpenter's  Stores  used  for  House. 


Cloth  housing,  quarter 
deck     -       -       -  - 

Cloth  housing,  quarter 
poop  - 

Hand  mast  6.^  in. 


1  in  number. 
1  „ 


24  fkthonw. 
78  „ 
20  „ 

8  in  number. 
2  „ 
10  lbs. 

10  in  number. 
2  „ 
6 


2  in  numbej'. 


1  » 
1  „ 

1  „ 

2  tons. 


Spars,  boom  -       -  -  2  in  number. 

Spars,  middling        -  -  6  „ 

5,     small  -       -  -  8  „ 

Ice  poles  -       -       -  -  18  „ 

Swinging  booms,  spare  -  1  5, 

(Signed)       Edw.  Bird,  Captain. 


List  of  Provisions  and  Stores  from  "  Enterprise." 


SPECIES. 

QUANTITY. 

IN  WHAT  PACKAGES. 

Hogsheads. 

Barrels. 

Half 
Hogsheads. 

SmaU 
Casks. 

Irish 
Tierces. 

Biscuit       .       .  - 

6,077  lbs. 

41 

Salt  Beef 

228  8-lbs.  pieces 

6 

„    Pork    -        -  - 

640  4-lbs.  „ 

8 

Flour  ... 

7,892  lbs. 

15 

2 

Suet 

112 

1 

Peas 

14  bushels 

4 

Oatmeal 

16  gallons 

1 

Sugar 

1,750  lbs. 

3 

1 

Chocolate 

772  „ 

7 

Tea  - 

190  „ 

2 

Lemon  Juice 

803f  „ 

8 

Tobacco 

639  „ 

3 

2 

Soap 

470  „ 

3 

2 

Presei'ved  Meats 

3,192  „ 

„  Soups 

2,608  „ 

„       Vegetables  - 

1,826  „ 

Pickles 

765  „ 

7 

Cranberries 

225  „ 

5 

Pemmican 

1,984  „ 

19 

12 

Barley  - 

120  „ 

1 

Pepper       -         -  - 

13  „) 

1 

Salt 

16    „  f 

vStoues. 


Plank,  oak,  4  in. 

-  25 

feet. 

Nails,  iron,  20d. 

-    8  lbs. 

>)  )> 

-  10 

,) 

lOd. 

-  16  „ 

2  „  - 

-  18 

}> 

„  6d. 

-    9  „ 

,,  elm  4 

-  4 

)> 

Caulking  gear, 

sharp 

-    1  in  number. 

JJ  » 

-  2 

?, 

» 

spike 

-  1 

Maliogany  board 

108 

■>■> 

)» 

trenail 

-  1 

Oakum,  black 

-  26 

)> 

J) 

mallet 

-  1 

Pitch 

1 

T7 

r  of  a  barrel. 

)) 

axe 

-  1 

Til  run  IS 

-  1 

lb. 

Compasses 

-    1  pail*. 

Pjtcli  pot 

-       -  1 

jj)  mimboi'. 

Gimlets,  spike 

-    2  in  number. 

Hookw  for  ditto 

-  1 

„  ymall 

-  <! 
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Stores — 

C0'nt'i7l'U/6cl . 

Lead,  sheet 

-   oU  IDS. 

Hammers,  hatchet 

4 

in  number. 

White  paint 

-  JU  „ 

Hooks,  nail  - 

z 

Oil,  linseed 

1  gallon. 

Iron,  soldering 

z 

" 

Cans,  tin,  for  oil 

-     1  iiinuinuci. 

JLViii  V  C&,  LlXci^Wlliy  — 

1 

" 

4  lbs. 

Lines,  chalk 

Zi 

}■> 

Mineral  ta,r 

3  gallons. 

Mallets    -          -  - 

1 

5J 

Brush,  yarn 

1  in  number. 

Mauls,  double-head 

1 

)5 

Fearnought 

4  yards. 

„  pen 

1 

1) 

Iron  rod 

-    lU  IDS. 

1 

)> 

Copper  scarp  tacks 

-    2  „ 

smoothing 

1 

)J 

l>laiis,  iron,  ovci. 

-  i'J  » 

xiousing  ciotn  ~ 

J 

•?. 

Rings  and  forelocks 

-         1  » 

uoais 

2  tons. 

Lauiking  iron 

1  m  number. 

Punches,  brad  and  nails  - 

] 

in  number. 

„  meeking 
Ladles  with  spout 

-    1  » 

xiules     -          -  - 

2 

5> 

-    1  » 

oaws,  compass 

1 

3J 

Adze,  common 

-    1  » 

„     cross  cut  - 

1 

33 

Augers 

-  jj 

5,     hand    -  - 

2 

33 

shanks 

-  12  „ 

,,  whip 

2 

Chisels 

-  12 

Hand-mast,  6^  hands 

1 

35 

Files,  saw,  of  sorts 

-  12 

Spar-boom 

1 

33 

Gongs  - 

2  in  number. 

„  small 

3 

33 

Hammers,  claw 

-  2 

Ice  poles 

13 

33 

„        clench  - 

-  2 

Capstan  bar  (broken) 

1 

3) 

„  set 

-  1 

Bed  bottom,  iron  - 

1 

33 

„  sheathing 

-  1 
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15th  August,  1849. 

The  above  and 


(Signed)       James  C.  Ross,  Captain, 

foregoing  are  correct  copies. 

(Signed)       W.  J.  S.  Pullen,  Commander. 


Enclosure  No.  47-  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Pullen  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  reporting 
Arrival  of  "  Investigator's"  Crew,  &c. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  April  28th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  the  arrival  of  the  crew  of  Her 
Majesty's  ship  "  Investigator,"  having  travelled  in  separate  divisions,  and 
reaching  this  ship  in  the  following  order.  Lieutenant  Haswell,  with  Mr. 
Paine  (paymaster),  the  carpenter,  and  20  of  the  crew,  on  the  morning 
of  the  23d  April;  Lieutenant  Pim  ("  Resolute"),  with  Dr.  Armstrong,  the 
boatswain,  and  17  men  arrived  (4  "  Resolute's")  on  the  24th  ;  and  on  the 
27th,  Commander  M'Clure,  with  Messrs.  Piers  (assistant-surgeon)  and 
Miertsching  (interpreter),  and  17  men,  which  are  the  whole  surviving  1  Enicosnre. 
number  of  her  crew,  with  the  exception  of  one  man  left  behind  in  "  Re- 
solute," sick.  I  beg  to  enclose  the  surgeon's  report  of  his  inspection  on 
their  arrival.    Commander  Richards  returned  on  the  25th  instant. 

(2.)  I  have,  in  compliance  with  your  orders,  dispatched  all  my  available 
men  for  sledge  duties  to  the  "  Resolute  ;"  they  going  off  in  the  following 
order,  viz. : 

Mr.  Shellabear,  with  7  men,  on  the  22d  instant ;  Lieutenant  Cheyne, 
with  6  men,  on  the  26th  instant ;  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  and  7  men,  this 
evening. 

And  as  the  crew  late  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Investigator"  must  per- 
form the  necessary  duties  of  the  ship  in  their  absence,  I  have  therefore  to 
request  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  supply  them  with  as  many  sea-boots  as 
you  can  spare ;  for  tliey  have  literally  nothing  to  wear  in  the  thawing 
weather  now  approaching. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  J.  Pullen,  Commander. 
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Report  on  the  State  of  that 
"  Investigator,"  exainiiieJ 
April  25tli,  1854. 


part  of  the  Crew 
oil    board  Her 


ew,  kte  of  Her  Majesty '«  Sliip 
MajeKty'K   Shii)   "  North  Star," 


NaiiK'i. 

A  ge. 

1 

Hating, 



State  of  Heal  til, 

.  

Subordinate  f)fficers : 

Henry  Sugden  - 

Steward  - 

Debilitated. 

James  M'Donald 

37 

A.  B  - 

John  B.  Farquliarson  - 

32 

Corporal  Marines 

James  Evanfj 

34 

Caulker  - 

J  dropsical. 

Henry  May 

5  4 

Quai'terinaster  - 

Debilitated. 

William  Newtoii 

49 

Ice  Mate     -  - 

Elias  Bow 

38 

Private  Marine  - 

j  Good. 

William  Battel 

48 

A.  B. 

1  Debilitated. 

Joseph  Facey 

34 

Sailmaker 

George  Gibbs  - 

33 

A.  B.  -       -  - 

Rheumatic  and  debilitaf,pf? 

Samuel  Bonsall 

2.9 

A.  B  - 

Debilitated. 

John  Keefe 

29 

A.  B.  - 

Good. 

Samuel  M'Ken;iie 

28 

A.  B.  - 

Good. 

James  Williams 

34 

Captain  of  Hold 

Debilitated. 

Michael  Flynn  - 

30 

Quarter  Master  - 

Edward  Faweett 

46 

Boatswain's  Mate 

Mark  Griffitlvs 

27 

A.  B. 

Thomas  Bancrott 

34 

Private  Marine  - 

Good. 

Henry  Bluft 

32 

BoatsAvain 's  M  ate 

Good.    Unfit  for  sledw  rlnfv 
Lost  both  OTeat  toes   Dphilifo fi^^i 

Charles  Anderson 

2fi 

A.  B.  -       -  - 

David  Harris 

33 

A.  B 

Good. 

Frederick  Taylor 

26 

A.  B.         -  - 

Good. 

Georsre  Parfitc  - 

35 

Private  Marine  - 

Debilitated. 

Thomas  Carmichael  - 

27 

A.  B.  - 

31 

George  Olley 
Peter  Thomson 

28 

A.  B.  - 

Good. 

29 

Captain  Foretop 

Debilitated. 

William  Carroll 

SO 

A.  B. 

Mr.  George  James  Ford 

33 

Carpenter 

Ruptured  on  both  .side  -. 

Mr.  George  Kennedy  - 

39 

Boatswain    -  - 

Debilitated. 

John  Ramsav- 

35 

A.  B.  - 

William  Whitefield 

33 

Carpenter's  Crew 

John  Willcocks 

26 

Purser's  Steward 

Robert  Titfney  - 

31 

Captain  Maintop 

J-  1 

Good. 

George  Brown  - 

29 

Quartermaster  - 

Good. 

John  Da  vies         -  - 

34 

Good.    Unfit  for  sledge  duty. 

Thomas  ICin^j  - 

30 

Private  Marine  - 

Legs  weak.  Debilitated. 

Cornelius  Hullott 

25 

Capt.'s  Coxwain- 

Lost  six  toes.  Debilitated. 

Henry  Stone 

30 

Blacksmith 

Debilitated. 

Thomas  Toy- 

30 

A.  B. 

Good. 

vjeorge  ivLiiiit-JL 

Oil 

vjT  uu-xvoom 
Steward 

j^e  Diina  leci. 

John  Calder 

35 

Capt.  Forecastle 

Good. 

James  Saunderw 

30 

Private  Marine  - 

Good. 

Charles  Steel  - 

29 

A.  B.  - 

Disease  of  the  liver.  Debilitated. 

Samuel  RefFc? 

33 

A.  B.  - 

Debilitated. 

Sohn  Woon 

29 

Serjeant  Marines 

Good 

Henry  Gauii          -  - 

30 

Carpenter's  Mate 

Debilitated. 

James  Biggs 

31 

Corporal  Marines 

Good. 

Richard  Rost. 

43 

A.  B. 

Stricture.  Debilitated. 

Isaac  Stubberlield 

32 

Ship's  Cook 

Good. 

(Signed)      John  B.  Ricards, 

Acting  Surgeon. 
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By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B,,  commanding  the  Arctic 
Searching  Squadron. 

Having  selected  3'Ou  for  the  very  important  command  of  the  division 
connected  with  the  western  search  from  Beechey  Island,  tvc. 

You  will  repair  forthwith  to  the  "  North  Star,"  where  Commander  Fullen 
has  been  instructed  to  afford  you,  not  only  every  possible  assistance  in 
your  equipment,  but  also  to  accompany  you,  and  to  receive  from  you  his 
ultimate  instructions,  as  in  the  enclosed  packet  directed  to  him. 

You  will  demand  in  w^riting  all  stores  which  you  may  require  ti'om  his  i  Commancier  lom™  -  u 
vessel,  and  he  is  required  to  man  3  sledges  (commanded  by  himself,  J  Licuttnaut     7  „    -  8 

■r  •      .  ,    /-Ml  1    1  •  i  °i  ,      \  V  1  Quai-.-mastcr  10    „     -  11 

Lieutenant  L  heyne,  and  his  mate  or  second-master),  or  as  to  you  may   

appear  most  desirable.  _^ 

To  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  independent  of  my  special  instructions  to  him, 
you  will  give  the  command  at  Cape  Hotham,  or,  as  circumstances  may 
arise,  either  to  him  or  Lieutenant  May. 

The  post  is  important,  and  without  any  regard  to  seniority  or  rank,  it 
must  be  maintained  by  the  most  efficient  you  can  select  before  you  finally 
quit  Cape  Hotham  on  your  return. 

The  sledge  force  from  this  ship  will  include  6,  with  3  from  the  "  North  9  siedges,  87  men. 
Star,"  amounting  in  all  to  87  men,  with  4,030  rations,  the  distribution  of  RatioDs  4,030. 
which  is  set  forth  in  the  accompanying  tables. 

The  period  of  starting  from  the  "  North  Star"  must  be  governed  by  cir- 
cumstances connected  vv'ith  the  temperature.  Men  who  have  to  undergo 
the  extended  travel  to  which  j'our  crev/s  will  be  subject  must  not  be 
exposed  to  frostbites ;  and  I  cannot  perceive  how  they  can  safely  take  the 
floe  before  the  termination  of  the  ten  first  days  of  March, 

It  is  a  puzzling  question  to  arrive  at  any  precise  period  of  parallel  tem- 
perature. The  guess  of  last  year,  although  exact  in  every  essential  point, 
does  not  appear  to  conform  this  season  to  the  general  deductions  resulting 
from  the  reports  of  my  predecessors. 

Nevertheless,  I  will  advise  you  to  quit  on  the  first  decided  rise  of  tem- 
perature after  the  lOtli  of  March,  and  to  nurse  your  crews  from  that  date 
until  the  23d ;  after  which  I  consider  absolute  winter  at  an  end,  and  spring 
suddenly  to  commence. 

Your  first  position  will  be  the  east  point  of  Assistance  Bay,  where 
Captain  Kellett  deposited  630  rations, — less  probably  by  130  taken  by  the 
sledge  crew  which  passed  to  the  "  North  Star;"  .500  therefore  may  remain 
to  be  examined  by  the  relief  parties  following  your  traces. 

Having  reached  this  position,  you  will  at  once  be  able  to  discover 
whether  the  "  Intrepid"  has  been  in  the  neighbourhood,  or  left  any  record 
of  her  movements,  or  those  of  the  "  Resolute." 

If  any  traces  be  there  found,  of  course  it  will  interfere  in  some  measure 
with  your  westerly  journey  ;  unless  the  "  Intrepid"  alone  has  progressed. 

If  the  "  Intrepid"  has  left  records  of  her  easterl}^  advance,  then  the  orders 
to  Commander  Pullen,  Lieutenants  May  and  Cheyne,  must  be  vigorously 
carried  out. 

Your  precise  duty  is,  to  find  Captain  Kellett ;  to  deliver  to  him  the 
accompanying  instructions  ;  furnish  him  with  every  information  he  may 
require,  and  return  to  me  with  all  possible  despatch. 

During  your  journey  to  the  "  Resolute,"  you  will  decide  on  the  most 
appropriate  positions  for  depots. 

At  present  the  islands  appear  to  furnish  the  most  direct  lines.  But 
you  must  take  into  consideration,  that  as  spring  advances  they  may  become 
surrounded  by  water,  and  access  barred.  It  will  therefore  be  incumbent 
on  you  to  fix  upon  decided  points,  where  the  crew  of  the  "  Investigator" 
or  Captain  Kellett  may  be  certain  of  finding  supplies,  without  disturbing 
those  especially  set  aside  for  the  relief  of  our  distressed  countrymen. 

Captain  Kellett's  second  cache  appears  to  be  about  3  miles  west  of 
Alison's  Inlet,  and  at  present  probably  consisting  of  1,000  rations. 

However,  it  is  probable  that  Captain  Kellett,  being  detained  near  this 
spot,  landed  the  provisions.    You  will  examine  the  spot ;  and  if  necessary, 
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Pi ucecdinss of  after  releasing'  Tvieiitenant  May  at  C'ape  Cockburn,  desire  hirn  to  leave 
Commander  Richards,    instructions  for  its  removal  to  Cape  Cockburn. 

All  the  depots  for  the  return  parties  should  be  on  the  main  land,  so  as 
not  to  involve  any  water  risk. 

Captain  Kellett  will,  of  course,  make  good  the  depots  for  any  who  may 
i'ollow  up  his  traces  to  Cape  Cockburn.  To  that  point  I  shall  direct  our 
main  supplies  to  be  pushed. 

On  your  outward  route,  it  will  very  much  conduce  to  the  comfort  of  the 
travellers,  as  well  as  to  their  speed,  if  you  designate  four  distinct  points 
between  Cape  Cockburn  and  Assistance  Bay  caches  (for  you  must  consider 
them  to  be  laden  with  documents,  instruments,  Sec),  say  Cape  Cockburn, 
Frazer  Point,  Cape  Rosse,  and  the  eastern  point  of  Assistance  Bay.  These 
will  insure  safe  inshore  travelling,  even  if  the  water  makes. 

On  reaching  Cape  Cockburn  on  your  return,  you  will  give  such  direc- 
tions to  any  officers  commanding  sledges  as  may  appear  to  you  likely  to 
aid  the  advance  of  the  weak,  or  invalids,  either  of  the  "  Investigator"  or 
"  Resolute."  If  it  be  possible,  I  think  that  one  large  sledge,  with  provisions, 
up  to  Byam  Martin  Island,  might  be  very  grateful  to  the  retreating  crews. 
But  these  remarks  apply  more  directly  to  the  sick  and  feeble,  particularly 
to  the  crew  of  the  "  Investigator;"  they  must  form  the  first  division.  The 
second  will  of  necessity  have  to  remain  until  the  final  necessary  duties  have 
been  completed.  And  as  they  will  advance,  forming  caches  up  to  Byam 
Martin  Island,  you  will  assure  them  of  all  necessary  supplies  from  Cape 
Cockburn  easterly.  I  now  arrive  at  a  more  difficult  question,  that  is,  the 
probability  of  finding,  before  you  reach  Cape  Cockburn,  information  of 
the  movement  of  Captain  Kellett  last  season,  and  of  the  unaccountable 
non-appearance  of  "  Intrepid." 

My  general  measures  have  been  adapted  to  meet  this  peculiar  matter. 
Commander  Pullen  is  instructed  to  cross  the  channel  to  Cape  Bunny  and 
to  move  on  to  Port  Leopold. 

You  will  then  have  to  select  such  a  route  as  will  deviate  completely 
from  that  pursued  by  hirn,  taking  probably  that  intended  for  Lieutenant 
May  ;  and  you  will  give  him  one  over  a  deviating  line,  but  ensuring  the 
visit  of  two  or  more  officers  to  Cape  Bunny,  where  I  intend  to  establish 
the  southern  turning-post,  and  divert  my  travellers  from  Captain  CoUinson 
to  Beechey  Island,  instead  of  the  misery  they  must  inevitably  encounter  at 
Port  Leopold. 

In  this  latter  part  of  your  instructions  you  will  have  to  bear  in  mind 
hat  you  are  seeking  persons  in  all  probability  in  want  of  sustenance,  and 
therefore  no  question  of  expeditious  travelling  must  be  suffered  to  interfere 
with  the  full  load  of  provision  which  may  be  available  ;  and  you  must  also 
bear  in  mind  my  object  of  placing  on  Cape  Bunny,  on  the  eastern  side  of 
Peel's  Strait,  a  large  cache,  in  the  event  of  Captain  Collinson  coming  up 
that  channel,  or  calling  at  Cape  Walker,  on  a  northern  march.  Especial 
sealed  notices  will  be  prepared  for  that  branch  of  the  searching  division. 

By  the  accompanying  table  you  will  understand  my  final  arrangements, 
by  which  the  entire  southern  lines  will  be  traversed  by  Commander  Pullen, 
Lieutenant  May,  and,  possibly,  by  Lieutenant  Cheyne. 

Your  provisions  have  been  increased  in  bread  and  meat,  under  the  con- 
viction that,  on  this  second  season,  men  should  eat  all  that  appetite  can 
render  salubrious  ;  indeed,  it  must  be  excited  by  herbs  and  other  adjuncts 
.  supplied.  I  cannot,  therefore,  urge  more  than  the  preservation  of  all  which 
is  not  consumed. 

This  does  not  apply  to  spirits ;  my  own  experience  satisfies  me  that  the 
men  are  enervated  even  by  their  present  allowance,  and,  immediately  after 
it  is  drunk,  are  not  fit  for  undue  exertion.  It  is  possible  that  it  may  not 
injure  them  l)efore  sleeping,  but  its  entire  loss  would  not  grieve  me. 

I  now  arrive  at  a  subject  which  I  would  wish  to  avoid  ;  but  the  duty  I 
have  to  perform  renders  it  imperative.  I  have  to  report  instanfer  ray 
proceedings.  Under  my  former  orders— unfortunately,  those  of  my  pre- 
decessor—^I  enjoined  "  Journals  within  a  reasonable  period''  after  return. 
In  some  few  cases  they  were  sent  in.  But  that  order,  or  rather  request 
(for  it  has  not  been  responded  to  as  an  order),  I  shall  supersede.  The 
custom  of  the  service  requires,  copy  of  log,  track  chart,  and  report  of  pro- 
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ceedings.  This  will  enable  me  to  execute  my  duty;  and  I  decline  receiving        Proceedings  of 
any  further  journals,  for  which  I  shall  have  full  reasons  to  give  to  my    Commander  Richards, 
superiors,  should  they  require  them.   

You  will  therefore,  on  your  return,  furnish  me,  within  48  working- 
hours,  with  your  report  of  proceedings,  track  chart,  or  the  one  you  made 
use  of,  and  explain  verbally  any  matters  I  may  not  then  ask  for  in  writing. 
But  your  journal  of  proceedings  you  will  prepare  for  their  Lordships. 
With  matter  concocted  on  board  I  have  nothing  to  do  ;  it  belongs  to  your 
private  journal.  The  idea  of  waiting  three  months  for  a  report  of  pro- 
ceedings is  too  absurd,  unless  where  daily  verbal  explanation  has  put  me 
au  courant  with  all  that  I  required. 

You  are  furnished  with  copies  of  my  former  orders  to  Captain  Kellett 
as  well  as  to  Commander  Pullen,  by  which  you  will  be  guided  when  not, 
met  by  these  instructions.  You  have  also  my  final  instructions  of  this 
date  to  Captain  Kellett ;  these  cannot  be  sealed  at  present,  as  they  must 
in  some  degree  guide  you ;  but  you  will  consider  them  as  confidentially 
open  to  you,  and  seal  them  before  you  deliver  them  to  Captain  Kellett. 

My  general  orders  respecting  notices  and  cairns  you  will  carry  out;  and, 
without  reasons  to  be  explained,  those  relating  to  the  commands  of  sledges 
will  of  course  be  observed. 

You  will,  in  the  full  spirit  of  the  instructions,  draw  up,  during  your 
detention  at  the  "  North  Star,"  such  further  hints  to  the  officer  left  in 
command  as  may  prevent  any  possible  misconception  of  the  duties 
intended. 

I  will  further  send  especial  orders  by  the  next  division  as  to  the  second 
journeys  of  the  sledges  to  Assistance  Bay. 

Every  possible  facility  has  been  afforded  to  you  for  the  most  perfect 
equipment  of  the  sledges  placed  under  your  direction ;  and  having  full 
confidence  in  you,  and  that  your  energy  will  be  fully  adequate  to  the 
arduous  service  intrusted  to  your  command,  I  novf  commend  you  and  your 
gallant  companions  to  the  care  of  the  Great  Disposer  of  events,  praying 
earnestly  that  your  return  in  safety  may  be  attended  with  the  welcome 
intelligence  of  the  well-being  of  Captain  Kellett's  division. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
in  the  Wellington  Channel,  this  15th  day  of  February,  1854. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belchek. 


A  Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Western  Division  of  Sledges  from 
Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance,"  in  her  winter  quarters  in  the  Wel- 
lington Channel,  towards  Melville  Island,  to  communicate  with  Captain 
Kellett's  ships,  and  to  establish  depots  of  provisions,  &c.  From  the 
22d  of  February  to  the  3d  May  1854. 

This  division,  which  consisted  of  6  sledges  from  Her  Ma,)esty's  ships 
"  Assistance"  and  "  Pioneer,"  and  3  from  the  "  North  Star,"  (to  join  it  at 
Beechey  Island),  making  9  in  all ;  manned  by  85  officers  and  men,  was  to 
have  started  simultaneously  on  the  15th  of  February,  in  pursuance  of  the 
object  above  stated. 

The  very  severe  weather,  however,  which  extended  over  the  whole  of  that 
month,  rendered  it  inadvisable  to  trust  so  large  a  body  of  men  (who  had 
already  undergone  the  rigour  of  two  severe  winters ;  and  many  of  whom  were 
more  or  less  affected  in  their  health)  to  exposure  on  the  floe,  at  so  early  a 
period.  It  was  therefore  decided  by  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  that  our  sledges 
should  go  down  the  Wellington  in  pairs  ;  taking  advantage  of  any  rise  in  the 
temperature,  or  favourable  change  in  the  weather,  so  as  to  enable  the  whole 
6  to  rendezvous  on  board  the  "  North  Star"  at  Beechey  Island  by  the  early 
part  of  March,  the  10th  day  of  which  month  was  fixed  for  the  final 
departure. 

On  the  22d  of  February,  the  weather  being  fine  and  calm,  and  the  ther-  22d  February, 

mometer  having  stood  at  between  —  35°  and  -  45°  for  the  previous  few  ^°^'^^^^^^^^Jafhe^-Taimb 
days,  the  sledges   "  Sir  Edward,"  Commander  Richards,  and  "  Success," 

Hours  travelled,  8-|-. 

Mr.  Herbert,  left  the  "  Assistance"  at  8h.  30m.  a.m.,  and  accompanied  by  the  Camped  for  rest,  cooking,  t 
officers  and  a  part  of  the  crews  of  both  vessels,  shaned  a  course  down  the  Temp!  6  a.m.,  -35°. 

3  A  4  ^  6  P.M., -3.5°. 


l*r()(;('(!(liii^',i  r 
Coiniunncler  llicliiirds. 


weights  on  start  ino,' 
"  Sir  Edv^iiYd 


23d  February. 
Course  and  dlst,  S.  by  K.  7. 
Wind  and  weather,  cabii.o.b.c. 
Hours  travelled,  b^. 
Camped  for  rest,  cooking,  &e., 

Temp.,  6  A.M.,- 40°. 
6  r.M.,-37°. 


24tb  February. 
Omrse  and  dist.,  S.  by  E.  0. 
Wind  and  Aveatlier,  variable, 
1,  2,  b.  c. 

Hoars  travelled,  Si-. 
Camped  for  rest,  tvc  IS-jb. 
Temp.,  ()  A.;u.,— 42°. 
G  I'.-M.,-  3'". 


L'oth  Februar  y, 
i'ourse  and  dist.,  S.  by  E.  6'. 
Vv'ind  and  weather,  N.,  3,  7 


Mollis  travelled,  8. 
Camped  Ibr  rest,  Ike, 
Temp.,  G  a.m.,— 41°. 
6  P.M.,- 37°. 


IG  li. 


;!f.ib  February. 
(!f)iirKi;  and  dist.,  H.  by  K.,  H'. 
Wind  and  wcaltu'r,  N.,  .'i,  7, 

(J.  711. 

Hours  travelled,  H. 
Camped  for  rest,  ike,  1  Gii. 
'I'eifij).,  <;  A.M.,  -  4 1". 

G  I'.M.,-  37''. 


Wellington  (  .'lutnnel,  over  a  good  and  new  Hoe.  We  carried  our  own  equip- 
ment and  y)art  ol"  tlie  jM-ovisionn.  'J'lie  heavier  food,  su(;h  as  pernrniean,  &c. 
was  to  be  taken  from  the  "  North  Star's"  depot  at  Jieechey  Island.  Our 
g,  amounted  to  about  190  lbs.  per  man.  My  wledge,  tlie 
was  8up])lied  with  a  tender,  fitted  v/Ith  a  fixed  tent  for  sleep- 
ing two  people  under.  This  small  sledge  which,  including  its  cooking 
apparatus,  weighed  1 00  lbs.,  was  intended  to  make  a  rapid  march  to  JJealy 
Island  iVom  (Jupe  ('ockburn,  witli  dogs,  should  no  traces  be  found  of 
Captain  Kcllctt's  ships  before  arriving  there.  At  llh.  a.m.  the  party  who 
had  been  assisting  us  turned  homeward,  and  the  two  sledges  proceeded,  on 
alone.  We  passed  over,  during  the  remainder  of  tlie  day,  a  new  floe,  steering 
parallel  with  the  coast,  and  a  mile  off'  shore.  At  .Oh.  p.m.  we  camped  2  or 
3  miles  south  of  Cape  Osborn  ;  having  made  about  9  miles  during  the 
march. 

The  pressure  at  Cape  Osborn,  although  so  prominent  a  turning  point, 
does  not  appear  to  have  been  so  heavy  as  at  our  winter  quarters.  There 
has  been  no  wind  all  day,  and  the  weather  has  been  fine  ;  but  the  cold  is 
intense,  and  the  people  feel  it  a  good  deal.  The  cooking  is  a  tedious 
operation  in  cold  weather ;  but  still  a  most  indispensabk  one.  I  felt  very 
glad  when  it  was  over,  and  not  sorry  to  get  into  my  bag ;  but  any  attempt 
at  undressing  I  found  impossible,  even  the  seal  skins. 

I  find  little  recorded  in  my  note  book  to-day,  and  that  little  in  hierogly- 
phics. The  floe  was  still  good,  and  the  weather  fine,  though  distressingly 
cold.  We  started  at  8h.  a.m.  before  the  sun  had  made  his  appearance  over 
the  eastern  hills,  which  he  did  some  time  after  9h.  At  noon,  we  halted  for  a  few 
minutes  to  luncheon ;  the  bacon,  however,  defied  both  knife  and  axe.  The 
rum,  although  concentrated,  was  frozen;  indeed  marching  was  pi eferable  to 
eating;  and  we  proceeded  on.  My  sledge  came  on  heavily,  with  the  tender 
attached ;  so  Mr.  Herbert  and  myself,  after  loading  it  up  to  two  hundred- 
weight, took  charge  of  it,  and  it  served  to  keep  us  warm.  At  4h.  .30m.  p.m. 
we  encamped  off  Helpman  Head. 

A  fine  morning  w^ith  no  wind.  Started  at  8h.  a.m.,  steering  over  good 
ice  for  Cape  Grinnell,  the  northern  extreme  of  Griffin  Bay;  shortly  after- 
wards saw  a  staff  erected  on  shore ;  visited  it  and  found  a  small  depot  of 
provisions  left  by  Commander  PuUen,  on  his  passage  down  the  channel  from 
us  last  autumn.  It  was  buried  at  the  scene  of  poor  Bellot's  disaster ;  and 
much  of  his  gear,  torn  and  rendered  useless  l)_y  the  ice,  was  lying  about  under 
the  snovs''.  There  is  very  heavy  pressure  in  this  neighbourhood.  At  4h.  p.m. 
we  were  abreast  Cape  Grinnell,  a  very  remarkable  bold  headland,  upon 
which  the  ice  is  piled  to  a  great  height.  We  tried  to  ascend  the  summit, 
but  heavily  clad  as  w^e  were  (anxious  as  Ave  felt  to  know  the  state  of  the 
7v;«fi?  ahead)  VvC  could  not  manage  it,  and  proceeded  on.  At  4h.  30m.  we 
halted,  just  north  of  a  belt  of  pack,  which  made  us  feel  nervous  for 
to-morrow's  march. 

At  8h.  A.M.  we  started  ;  and  by  getting  on  a  slight  elevation,  we  saw  that 
good  ground  vras  not  very  far  from  us.  Picking  out  the  loosest  of  the  pack, 
in  little  more  than  an  hour  we  were  on  beautiful  smooth  ice  again.  The 
Avcather  was  thick,  and  the  wind  began  to  blow  in  squalls  from  the  north. 
Griffin  Bay  on  our  left,  was  full  of  pack ;  and  pack  Avas  on  our  right,  but 
still  before  us  lay  a  fine  streak  of  ice,  which  had  doubtless  been  a  lane  of 
water  last  autumn.  We  pushed  on  till  4h.  p.m.,  increasing  the  small  sledge 
up  to  ."jOOlbs;  we  then  pitched,  the  north  wind  making  the  cold  keenly 
felt.  During  the  night,  the  wind  blew  in  heavy  squalls,  and  I  felt  serious 
misgivings  as  to  th(i  probability  of  being  able  to  travel  on  the  morrow.  Our 
night  was  a  long,  sleej)less,  and  miserable  one  truly  ;  no  possibility  of  keep- 
ing any  warmth  in  you,  and  glad  were  v,'e  all  when  day  dawned,  and  brought 
with  it  more  moderate  weather. 

e  moved  on  ;  the  weather  squally  Avith  wind  from  the 
and  (;()nsiderable  snow  drift.  Every  one  in  black  masks  of  beaver 
ik(;  so  many  negroes;  the  contrast  to  all  around  not  unpleasing.  The 
)eiiig  fair;  we  made  sail  ;  two  pricket  handkerchiefs  being  set  on  the 
tcndei-.  At  lOh.  a.m.,  the  weather  clearing  a  little,  we  saAV  Cape  Bowden  ; 
the  sledges  running  over  a  new  Hoe  with  pack  on  either  side  of  us.  At  2h.  p.m. 


At  «h 
north 
skin. 


wnu 


(   377  ) 


we  were  passing  this  remarkable  cape  at  a  rapid  rate  ;  saw  the  depot  on  its 
low  extreme.  The  wind  now  increased  to  a  fresh  gale,  and  the  people  had 
difficulty  in  keeping  up  with  the  sledges  ;  which,  steering  Avild,  fouled  each 
other,  nearly  causing  damage  to  the  crews  as  well  as  the  masts  and  sails.  A 
sledge  under  sail,  caught  in  a  heavy  squall,  is  an  unmanageable  barque. 
After  passing  Cape  Bowden,  the  narrow  lead  of  new  ice  expands  into  a  broad 
channel,  nearly  3  miles  in  width  ;  all  evidently  of  last  year's  formation.  We 
encamped  at  5h.  30m.  p.m.,  4  or  5  miles  south  of  Cape  Bowden ;  pitching 
our  tents  under  the  lee  of  the  shore  hummocks,  which  we  had  some  difficulty 
in  effecting,  owing  to  the  strong  wind. 

A  fine  morning,  with  light  wind  from  the  N.W.  We  v^ere  under  weigh 
at  7h.  A.M. ;  Point  Innes  in  sight  ahead.  Being  anxious  to  reach  the  "  North 
Star  "  as  soon  as  possible,  in  order  to  prevent  arrangements  being  carried  out, 
which  my  arrival  would  cancel,  Mr.  Herbert  and  myself  started  to  walk 
in,  steering  for  the  land,  4  or  5  miles  north  of  Point  Innes.  We  walked 
inshore,  cutting  off  Cape  Spencer,  and  fell  into  Union  Bay,  through  a  narrow 
and  steep  ravine.  x4ifter  noon,  the  weather  had  come  on  thick,  and  a  fresh 
gale  sprung  up  from  N.W.,  which  blew  us  through  the  ravine  more  rapidly 
than  was  pleasant.  At  4h.  p.m.  we  saw  the  "  North  Star,"  and  at  5h.  arrived 
on  board,  tired  enough,  and  able  to  appreciate  the  comforts  of  the  ship  and 
the  welcome  of  her  officers,  who  seemed  indeed  a  little  surprised  to  see  us. 

It  blew  a  strong  gale  all  night,  and  I  found  that  it  had  blown  heavily 
from  the  N.W.  since  we  first  got  the  breeze  off  Cape  Grinnell.  The  pre- 
valence of  N.W.  winds  at  Beechey  Island,  as  experienced  by  the  "  North 
Star,"  and  the  almost  entire  absence  of  them  at  our  winter  quarters  for  two 
years,  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  Wellington  and  Queen's  Channel,  is  very 
remarkable,  and  is  confirmatory  of  the  opinion  entertained  by  most  on  board, 
that  our  winds  were  entirelj^^  local,  and  not  a  true  test  of  those  blowing  in 
the  channel.  The  ice  we  have  passed  over,  is  undoubtedly  of  last  year's 
formation ;  and  there  can  be  no  question  but  the  Wellington  Channel  was 
open  its  whole  length  on  the  eastern  shore  in  18.53.  When  Ave  have  crossed 
it,  I  shall  be  able  to  say  more  about  its  centre  and  western  side. 

This  morning,  a  part  of  the  "  North  Star's"  crew  went  out  to  assist  my 
sledges  in  ;  and  at  2h.  30m.  p.m.  the  crews  arrived  on  board,  having  left 
their  sledges  northward  of  Cape  Spencer.  They  went  out  again  on  the 
1st  of  March,  and  brought  them  in. 

My  people  all  suffered  more  or  less  from  superficial  frost  bites,  and  want 
of  rest ;  which  it  Avas  impossible  to  get  at  night,  in  consequence  of  the  intense 
cold;  but  at  the  end  of  aAveek,  they  Avere  recovered,  and  fit  for  duty.  I 
am  of  opinion,  however,  that  early  travelling  in  a  temperature  of  40°,  cannot 
be  carried  on  for  any  extent  of  time,  particularly  with  heavy  loads ;  and  I 
am  convinced,  that  even  Avith  the  fine  weather  Ave  Avere  faA^oured  with,  the 
people  could  not  haA^e  endured  it  for  many  days. 

The  next  Aveek  was  employed  in  preparing  provisions  for  the  division.  I 
amused  myself  looking  out  a  road  for  the  sledges,  observing  the  channel 
from  the  summit  of  Beechey  Island,  and  visiting  Captain  Pullen's  house  ; 
the  "  Mary"  of  Sir  John  Ross,  and  the  objects  of  interest  and  inquiry  in 
the  neighbourhood.  The  temperature,  hoAvever,  remained  very  low,  and 
there  was  too  much  of  the  floe  in  anticipation,  not  to  make  the  residence  on 
board  the  "  North  Star"  very  desirable.  On  the  5th  March,  Lieutenant 
May  arriA^ed  Avith  the  "  Reliance"  and  "  John  Barrow,"  tAvo  of  ins  people 
being  severely  frost-bitten  in  their  toes  ;  and  all  having  suffered  considerably 
from  the  cold.  A  few  days,  however,  under  the  surgeon,  put  them,  to  rights, 
with  the  exception  of  the  two  men,  Thomas  Marshall  and  George  Green, 
who  Avere  not  likely  to  be  able  to  accompany  the  division. 

On  the  10th  of  March  the  sledges  Avere  ready — four  of  the  "  Assistance  " 
and  three  of  "  North  Star  ;"  and  Ave  only  waited  for  the  remaining  tAvo  to 
come  down  the  Wellington  Channel,  to  form  the  whole  division.  This  was 
the  day  also  on  wliich  I  Avas  authorized  by  my  instructions,  to  sail.  The 
sledges  Avere  therefore  hauled  into  the  fairway  in  line  ahead  ;  and  we  gave 
the  Dauntless"  and  "  ReAvard"  grace,  until  Monday  the  13th.  The  13th, 
hoAvever,  brought  Avith  it  a  N.W.  gale,  snoAv  drift,  and  a  temperature  of  -  32°; 
we  Avere  therefore  obliged  to  abandon  the  idea  of  starting.  On  the  14th,  an 
officer  went  to  the  summit  of  Cape  Spencer,  but  no  signs  of  our  consorts 
were  seen  to  the  northAvard. 

II.  3B 


Proceedings  of 
Commander  Richards. 


27th  February. 
Course  and  dist.,  S.  by  E.,  9'. 
Wind  and  weather,  N.,  3,  7. 
q.  m. 

Hours  travelled,  9^. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.,  14^  h. 
Temp.,  6  a.m.,- 32°. 
6  P.M,-30°. 


28th  Febuary. 

Course  and  dist.,  S..  9.' 
AVind  and  weather,  N.N.W. 
7,  8,  q.  m. 
Hours  travelled,  7. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.,  on  board 
"  North  Star." 
Temp.,  6  A.M.,-  18°. 
G  P.M.,  —  16°. 


Slarch  10th. 
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Proceedings  of 
Commander  RichardH. 

Marcli  Kith. 
Course  and  dist.,  W.  by  S.,  24. 
Wind  and  weatlier,  calm,  i).  c. 
Hours  travelled,  7i. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c..  16.1  li. 
Kepairing  sledges. 
Temp.,  G  a.m.,  — 23°. 
6  P.M., -19° 


Marcli  17th. 
Course  and  dist,  W.  by  S,,  5'. 
Wind  and  weather,  S.E.,  No. 
3,  7,  q.  g. 

Hours  travelled,  9i. 
Camped   for   rest,  repairing 
sledges.  &c..  Hi  h. 
Temp..  6  a.m., -2  6°. 
6  P.M.,- 18°. 


March  18th. 
Course  and  dist.,  W.  by  S. 
Wind  and  weather,  N.N.W., 
5,  6.  c.  m. 
Hours  travelled,  8. 
Camped  for  rest,  &c.,  10  h. 
Temp.,  G  a.m.  — 26°. 
0.  p.m.-28^ 


On  the  morning  of  the  I6th,  the  weather  was  favourahle;  a  light  S.E, 
wind,  and  temperature  of  —23°.  At  81).  'Mhn.  a.m.  therefore,  we  t»tarted 
from  the  "  Noi'th  Star.;"  the  division  eonsiKting  of  the  following  sledges: 

"  ASSISTANCK." 

"  Sir  Edward,"  provisioned  for  40  days  ;  Commandiei'  HichardK. 
"  Reliance,"  provisioned  for  50  djiyH ;  Lieutenant  May. 
"  .John  B;uTow,"  provifiioned  for  40  days  ;  Lieutenant  ('\i(tyn(:. 
"  SuGcess,"  provisioned  for  50  days ;  Mr.  Herbert. 

"  North  Star," 

"  Owen,"  provisioned  for  40  days  ;  Commander  J'ullen." 
"  Cardigan,"  provisioned  for  50  dfiys  ;  Mr.  .Jenkins. 
"  Steadfast,"  provisioned  for  50  days  ;  Mr.  Shellabear. 

Steering  close  round  Beechey  Island,  inside  the  hummocks,  until  we  arrived 
at  its  S.W.  extreme,  we  struck  off  across  the  channel  for  Cape  Hotham. 
From  the  rising  ground,  we  had  seen  that  the  heavy  packed  ice  extended 
for  some  miles  off  the  island,  and,  Avith  our  heavy  sledges,  anticipated  some 
little  difliculty.  By  the  aid,  however,  of  our  picks  and  shovels,  we  made 
progress,  slow  indeed,  but  we  had  hope  of  a  better  road  before  us.  The 
sledges  began,  however,  shortly  to  shew  their  inability  to  carry  such  heavy 
weights  over  such  ice  ;  and  one  or  two  accidents  occurred  which  were  re- 
medied. At  3h.  P.M.  the  "  Owen  broke  down ;  a  few  minutes  later  the 
"  Cardigan"  and  "  Steadfast"  became  total  wrecks,  and  all  three  returned  to 
their  ship  for  repairs.  This  was  not  very  cheering ;  but  we  had  got  through 
as  bad  a  road  before,  and  hoped  to  do  it  again.  The  "  Success,"  however, 
was  the  next  unfortunate  ;  she  became  disabled.  At  4h.  p.m.  I  therefore 
pitched  the  tents  ;  and  the  two  carpenters  of  the  division,  although  in  a  tem- 
perature of  30°,  put  her  in  order,  and  she  was  stowed  ready  for  a  start  the 
next  morning.  So  ended  this  disastrous  day  ;  our  camp  not  half  a  mile  from 
Beechey  Island.  During  the  time  supper  was  preparing,  we  macadamized 
the  road  for  half  a  mile  ahead  of  us. 

At  6h.  30m.  A.M.  we  moved  on  ;  a  light  S.E.  wind  with  gloomy  Aveather. 
At  noon  it  shifted  to  N.W.,  and  the  weather  set  in  very  thick.  Cutting  our 
way  foot  by  foot,  and,  owing  to  the  mist,  probably  not  taking  the  best  route, 
shortly  after  noon,  my  sledge  fell  into  a  crack,  which  had  been  concealed 
by  snow  drift,  and  broke  all  the  stanchions  on  one  side.  This  was  a  sad 
calamity  to  me,  but  our  carpenters  were  never  at  fault,  and  in  two  hours, 
though  it  was  most  distressing  to  use  tools  in  such  a  temperature,  the  "  Sir 
Edward"  was  re-stowed  and  journeying  on  with  the  rest,  although  in  the 
rear.  With  three  crippled  sledges  out  of  four,  we  were  obliged  now  to  be 
doubly  careful  in  cutting  our  road,  and  it  was  truly  tedious  work ;  we  might 
almost  as  well  have  tried  to  level  the  waves  of  the  Atlantic,  as  to  smooth  the 
frozen  pack  in  the  Wellington  Channel.  It  was  like  mowing  tomb-stones 
down  in  a  thickly  populated  churchyard,  and  left  us  about  as  good  a  road 
after  they  were  down.  At  4h.  p.m.  we  pitched,  perhaps  5  miles  from 
Beechey  Island,  after  two  days'  severe  labour.  I  fancy  I  see  from  the  top 
of  a  hummock,  however,  a  somewhat  better  road  ahead. 

Jjast  night  it  blevf  in  heavy  squalls  from  the  north,  which  made  me 
apprehensive  that  the  tent  would  come  down ;  and  what  is  still  worse,  gave  us 
the  comforting  assurance  that  we  were  in.  for  the  equinoctial  gales.  The 
dogs  fighting  at  the  back  of  the  tent  for  a  piece  of  bear  that  one  of  them 
had  stolen,  and  the  wind  howling,  kept  us  awake  until  near  morning,  when 
the  latter  moderated,  and  the  fbimer  getting  sleepy,  retired  to  rest,  as  did 
we.  At  7h.  15m.  A.M.  we  started,  the  morning  gloomy  with  a  fresh  wind 
from  north,  steering  somewhere  in  a  westerly  direction,  more  with  a  view 
to  good  ground  than  any  direct  course.  Before  noon,  the  wind  shifted  to 
N.W.,  and  increased  with  very  thick  weather,  which  obliged  us  to  shorten 
sale.  The  Hoe  is  invprnved,  though  it  is  bad  still ;  and  ofiicei's  us  well  as 
men  are  doing  their  work  at  the  drag  ropes.  For  myself,  I  find  quite  suffi- 
cient work  in  getting  from  the  top  of  one  Immmock  to  another  to  find  the 
best  road,  and  then  to  retrace  il  back  to  the  sledges  ;  which,  with  their 
heavy  loads,  necessarily  iviwc]  very  slowly.  During  the  afternoon,  the  wind 
increased  considerably,  and  shortly  after  .3h.  p.m.  we  encamped  per  force. 
It  contirmcfl  to  blow  all  night,  and  the  dogs  persisted  infighting;  the  latter 
was  the  more  [)rovoking,  ;is  it  was  inconvenient  to  go  outside  to  separate 
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them,  and  more  particularly  as  they  had  done  nothmg  to  help  us.  yet.  They        Proceedings  of 
will  however,  no  doubt,  when  the  floe  gets  smoother.  .      •  Commander  Richards. 

We  breakfasted  at  6h.  30m.  a.m.,  but  could  not  start  until  8h.  when  the 
wind  lulled  a  little,  and  we  moved  on  ;  the  weather  very  thick,  and  no  land  Q^^^gg  ^^j^^J-^^ 
in  sight.    At  Ih.  P.M.  we  saAV  Cape  Hotham  ahead.     1  he  floe,  whicii  had  wind  and  weathei-j  n.n'.w., 
been  pretty  good  all  day,  was  now  exchanged  for  pack ;   and  at  4h.  we 
encamped  in  the  middle  of  it,  the  people  sutf'ering  a  good  deal  from  the  camped  for  rest,  &c.,  le. 
low  temperature  and  frost-bites.    The  wind,  however,  is  our  greatest  enemy ;  Temp.,  e  a.m.,- 32°. 
in  a  calm  we  can  drag  in  any  temperature.    All  night  it  blew  strong  from 
N.W.  with  heavy  squalls. 

This  morning  the  wind  had  increased  to  a  heavy  gale  from  N.W.,  with  March  20th. 

snow  drift,  that  limited  our  vision  to  less  than  10  yards,  and  prevented  the  wTnTan^wtSe^^^^^ 
possibility  of  our  moving,  anxious  as  every  one  was  to  get  out  of  the  g.  m. 
influence  of  this  celebrated  channel ;  such  a  day  as  this  one  seldom  meets  rest^'^^etlTnedby  ba*d  wea^^^^ 
with  even  on  the  floe ;  and  I  believe,  if  it  were  possible  to  travel,  it  would  Temp.,  6  a.ih.,-32°. 
be  comparative  comfort  to  lying  in  a  frozen  blanket  bag,  with  a  tempera-         6  p.m.,- 32  . 
ture  below  30°.    It  was  not  possible,  however ;  so  I  tried  to  read  some  of 
Mr.  Cobden's  letters,  and  failed.    The  wind  moderated  a  little  at  7h.  p.m., 
and  after  27  hours  on  our  backs,  we  eagerly  took  advantage  of  the  lull,  to 
pitch  our  tent  on  fresh  ground,  for  the  sake  of  getting  some  of  the  snow  out 
of  our  gear,  and  then  we  lay  down  for  l:^h.  more. 

This  morning  the  wind  was  light  from  N.W.,  and  the  weather  fine,  ^ 
which  I  believe  we  all  felt  grateful  for.    At'  7h.  a.m.  we  started,  steering  for  wkiTand^weatL^mo^ 
Cape  Hotham,  the  floe  a  more  comfortable  one  ;  at  9h.  we  saw  something  b.  c. 
hke  a  sail  to  the  N.W.,  but  put  it  down  to  one  of  those  distorted  appear-  ca°mp^edTo7rest  &c.  15  h. 
ances  which  are  so  common  among  pack  ice;  in  a  short  time,  however,  we  Temp., 6 a.m.,-33°. 
made  out  that  it  v.^a&  moving,  and  an  undoubted  sledge  under  sail.    I         6  p.m., -30. 
steered  away  towards  it,  directing  the  division  to  proceed  on  their  course. 
At  llh.  I  came  up  with  the  sledge  "Union,"  from  Her  Majesty  ship 

Resolute,"  under  Mr.  Court,  master  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Investigator," 
and  learned  that  Captain  Kellett,  with  his  two  ships  and  all  the  company  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Investigator,"  had  wintered  in  the  pack,  28  miles 
■S.W.  of  Cape  Cockburn,  and  that  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  with  a  light  dog 
sledge,  had  crossed  the  channel  a  day  before,  with  despatches  for  Sir 
Edward  Belcher.  Under  these  circumstances  it  became  necessary  for  me 
to  deviate  from  my  instructions;  and  Mr.  Court  joining  my  sledges,  I 
pitched  a  tent  in  order  to  make  the  requisite  arrangements,  and  inform  Sir 
Edward  Belcher  of  them.  Mr.  Court's  crew  were  the  same  that  I  had 
met  so  unexpectedly  in  the  spring  of  1853,  at  the  north  point  of  Mellville 
Island,  although  there  was  some  difficulty  in  recognizing  them.  The  tem- 
perature of  March  gives  men  new  faces,  or  rather  leaves  them  without 
any.  At  Hi.  p.m.  we  parted  company  and  resumed  our  course  for  Cape 
Hotham,  pitching  our  tents  at  5h.  p.m. 

A  fine  morning,  with  no  wind,  but  cold  is  no  name  for  it;  the  thermo-  March 22^  ^ 

meter  stood  at  —  35°  at  starting,  which  we  did  at  7h.  A.i\i'.    I  had  determined  wiM  and  wlathe^!  n'.w.  i  3. 
to  lighten  my  sledge  at  the  first  land,  and  therefore  steered  for  the  southern  b.c. 
Cape  of  the  Welbngton  Channel,  which  has  received  the  name  of  the  carp'ed    S,  L.  isth. 
"  Ragged  Bluff,"  on  account  of  a  heavy  land-shp  which  has  occurred,  pro-  Temp.  eh.  a.m.-33°, 
bably  within  the  last  few  years,  and  left  it  rather  a  picturesque  object  (if        eh.  p.m. -30 . 
such  a  term  riiay  be  applied  to  anything  within  these  regions).  Halting 
the  division  just  outside  the  broken  ground,  we  loaded  my  tender  sledge 
with  everything  we  could  possibly  dispense  v/ith,  keeping  only  9.5  days' 
provisions  on  the  ''  Sir  Edward,"  and  all  the  clothes  we  intended  to  wear  to 
the  "  Resolute"  on  our  backs  ;  these  things  we  covered  with  large  stones  at 
tlie  foot  of  the  Ragged  Bluff.    A  tent  was  pitched,  and  the  officers  who 
\vere' about  to  leave  me  received  their  instructions  according  to  the  altered 
state  of  affairs.    We  parted  at  4h.  p.m.,  and  my  sledge  being  considerably 
hghtened,  with  the  assistance  of  the  five  dogs,  on  an  improved  floe,  soon 
left  them  behind;  we  camped  abreast  what  I  consider  the  true  Cape  Hot- 
ham, that  is  the  S.W.  table  hill  of  the  Wellington  Channel.    In  burying  the 
depot  to-day,  my  people  found  themselves  rather  inconvenientl}'  close  to  a 
large  bear;  they  had  no  gun,  but  the  dogs  were  witHthem;  these  noble 
animals^  however,  declined  acting  on  the  offensive,  and  the  gentleman  kept 
about  20  yards  frdm-  them,  evidently  intent  on  making  himself  acquainted 
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Proceedings  of 
Commander  Richards. 


March  23d. 

Course  anddis.  W.  12'. 
Wind  and  weather,  W.N.W. 
5.  7.  b.c. 

Hours  travelled,  9. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.,  15h. 
Bad  weather. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m. -31°. 
6h,  P.M. -35°. 


March  24th. 
Course  and  dis.,  W.  5'. 
Wind  and  weather  7.  S.W.N.W. 
b.  c.  m. 

Hours  travelled,  6. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.,  18h. 
Bad  weather. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m.,  —33°. 
6h.  P.M.  -31°. 


March  2.5th. 
Course  and  dis.  W.N.W.,  10. 
Wind  and  weather,  W.N.W.,  5. 
8.  g.m. 

Hours  travelled,  8. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.,  16h. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m.,  -  32°. 
6h.  P.M.  —30°. 


Sunday,  March  26th. 
Course  and  dis.  W.N.W.,  14. 
Wind  and  weather,  W.N.W. 
5.  8.  g.  m. 

Hours  travelled,  10. 
Encam])(;d  for  rest,  Ikc.  Hli. 
Temp.  Gh.  A.M.,  —31". 
6h.  p.m.  —  ;50". 


with  the  locality  of  our  provisions.  On  their  return  we  all  went  hack  with 
the  two  ftuns,  but  our  friend  hud  hid  hirnself  arnonj^  the  lieavy  hnrnrnockH 
which  sunound  the  Ragged  Jilufi",  and  we  e(nild  not  afford  llie  tijne  to 
throw  away  on  him.  Having  now  crossed  the  Wellington  Channel,  I  may 
remark,  that  all  the  ice  I  passed  over,  with  the  exception  of  two  inwigni- 
ficant  patches,  was  of"  last  year's  formation.  For  the  first  .'^  or  4  miles  from 
Becchey  Island,  the  pressure  had  caused  a  heavy  mass  of  hummocks  to  be 
thrown  up.  The  rest  of  the  channel  is  what? — an  open  pack,  if  one  may  apply 
the  word  pack  to  ice  in  a  state  of  rest ;  it  seems  to  run  in  ridges  in  a  north 
and  south  direction  generally,  but  often  in  inconsiderable  patches.  I  think 
that  in  crossing,  I  kept  too  far  north,  and  that  by  doing  so,  I  did  not  get 
so  smooth  a  road  as  1  might  have  done  ;  but  the  thick  weather  prevented 
our  choosing  our  way.  In  Barrow  Strait  the  floe  seems  to  be  a  smooth 
one. 

At  7h.  A.M.  we  started ;  the  weather  fine,  steermg  over  a  good  floe  ;  saw 
a  cairn  on  Cape  Hotham,  erected  by  Captain  Austin's  expedition.  At 
noon,  the  wind  sprung  up  fresh  from  W.N.W.,  and  what  had  been  com- 
paratively comfortable  travelling  before,  became  now  most  unpleasant.  Time 
however  is  everything,  and  we  pushed  on  as  we  best  could,  Avith  masks  and 
other  precautions.  At  4h.  p.m.  we  encamped,  having  made  about  i  3  miles , 
we  must  be  westward  of"  Assistance  Bay,  but  the  weather  has  been  so  thick 
that  we  have  seen  nothing.  At  5h.  p.m.  a  large  bear  was  seen  making  down 
upon  the  tent ;  we  received  him  at  40  yards  with  3  barrels,  and  he  tumbled 
over,  but  after  a  moment  was  up  again  and  among  the  hummocks  ;  our  dogs 
declined  taking  any  part.  We  followed  him  up,  but  found  re-loading  a 
difficult  operation.  He  was  killed  hov/ever,  and  we  left  him  half  a  mile 
from  our  tent.  He  was  a  beautiful  animal,  very  large,  Avith  a  capital  skin, 
which  I  regretted  leaving,  but  the  cold  would  not  admit  of  taking  it  off;  and 
not  being  much  in  want  of  food,  we  did  not  even  remain  to  saw  a  leg  off 
for  the  dogs ;  who,  by  the  by,  did  not  deserve  it.  Some  frost-bites  were 
the  consequence  of  this  affair.  It  blew  in  violent  squalls  all  night,  which 
made  me  feel  nervous  about  the  tent,  for  in  —  3;')°  or—  40°  and  a  gale,  I  knew 
we  should  never  have  got  it  up  again.  We  passed  a  sleepless  night;  our 
bags  frozen  as  stiff  as  sheet  iron. 

The  wind  blew  strong  from  the  W.N.W".  this  morning,  with  a  very  low 
temperature  ;  and  there  was  no  possibility  of  moving  before  lOh.  a.m., 
when  we  tried  it,  as  preferable  to  the  misery  of  the  tent.  Muffled  up  in 
masks  and  shawls,  moving  on  in  the  lulls,  and  taking  short  but  frequent 
rests,  we  made  perhaps  5  miles  to-day,  certainly  under  as  great  difficulties 
as  I  have  known  on  the  floe.  The  gale  increased  towards  evening,  and  at 
midnight  blew  furiously  ;  but  our  tent  held  on. 

At  8h.  A.M.  we  moved  on  ;  the  wind  still  blowing  strong  from  W.N.W. 
Saw  Griffith  Island.  The  dogs  showed  strong  objections  to  moving,  which 
were  overruled.  Passed  along  the  land  at  a  distance  of  2  miles.  The  floe 
new  ice.  At  4h.  p.m.  we  encamped  close  under  Cape  Martyr.  Frost-bites 
to-day  have  been  very  frequent,  and  very  few  faces  are  left  which  deserve 
the  name.  I  could  scarcely  refrain  from  laughing  this  evening  to  see  my 
people  with  a  pair  of  scissors  cutting  each  others  beards  off,  to  enable  them 
to  get  their  shawls  off';  they  refused  to  come  separately.  I  feel  very  much 
like  a  piece  of  iron  myself.  Towards  night,  the  weather  moderated  a  little, 
which  is  indeed  a  comfort.  Cold  is  bearable  enough,  but  Avhen  accom- 
panied by  wind,  it  is  scarcely  so. 

A  very  thick  morning,  with  a  strong  W.N.W.  Avind.  This  I  had  not 
anticipated  from  the  appearance  of  last  night ;  and  had  looked  forward  to 
making  15  miles.  At  8h.  we  started  ;  steering  for  Point  Sherringham,  which 
was  occasionally  seen  through  the  fog.  The  people  getting  frost-bitten 
very  frequently ;  and  there  were  many  opportunities  of  seeing  to-day  how 
entirely  dependent  one  is  on  his  neighbour ;  for  indeed  he  cannot  help  him- 
self. The  rum,  even  in  its  concentrated  state,  was  too  thick  to  pour  to-day 
and  stop])ing  to  luncheon  being  a  matter  of  form,  we  dispensed  with  it.  At 
6h.  ]'.M.  we  camped,  3  or  4  miles  westward  of  Point  Sherringham,  a  very  re- 
markable and  f^raceful  looking  point  of  land.  Browne  Island  was  seen  ahead. 
It  blew  a  strong  gale  from  N.W.  all  night,  with  violent  squalls;  the  dogs 
howling  and  fighting  for  the  warmest  place  underneath  the  sledge ;  they 
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were  left  to  settle  it  among  themselves,  for  it  was  not  convenient  to  go 
outside  to  separate  them. 

At  lOh.  30m.  A.M.  there  was  a  lull,  so  we  packed  and  started.  Shortly, 
however,  the  wind  sprung  up  again,  with  a  heavy  snow  drift,  and  some  one 
was  getting  frost-bitten  every  moment.  At  I2h.  30m..  we  were  compelled 
to  halt,  and  we  only  got  encamped  in  time,  for  the  gale  increased  rapidly, 
and  blew  with  a  violence  that  made  me  expect  we  should  be  unhoused  every 
moment.  It  continued  without  abating  in  an}^  degree,  until  8h.  a.m.  of  the 
28th,  and  we  passed  rather  an  anxious  night.  On  our  last  march  we  gained 
perhaps  2  miles. 

Shortly  after  8h.  a.m.  we  started  again,  in  the  hope  that  the  gale  had 
broken  ;  but  we  were  disappointed,  for  it  commenced  again  almost  imme- 
diately. The  weather  was  very  thick,  with  a  heavy  drift ;  but  the  floe  good 
although  deep  snow  on  it.  No  land  in  sight,  and  I  conclude  we  have 
not  passed  Browne  Island.  Steering  westward  by  occasional  glimpses  we 
get  of  the  sun,  and  halting  every  few  minutes.  At  2h.  p.m.  we  camped  per- 
force, and  had  some  difficulty  in  securing  our  tent.  The  weather  very  thick  ; 
not  able  to  see  10  yards  from  the  tent  for  drift.  The  moon  changes  to- 
night, so  I  have  some  hope  that  it  may  bring  some  change  for  us. 

At  dayhght  this  morning  Browne  Island  was  seen  W.N.W.  3  miles  dis- 
tant. The  wind  light,  from  the  same  quarter.  This  is  indeed  a  source  of 
comfort  to  all,  for  such  a  ten  days  as  the  last  has  been  I  have  not  expe- 
rienced on  the  floe  before. 

The  travelling  was  good  to-day ;  we  passed  one  mile  south  of  Browne 
Island.  The  ice  we  have  come  over  up  to  this  time  is  certainly  last  year's. 
At  4h.  30m.  we  encamped,  having  made  1 5  miles  during  the  march. 

At  7h.  A.M.  we  started ;  the  floe  not  so  good  as  yesterday ;  belts  of  pack 
extending  across  our  course.  At  noon  we  got  into  heavy  pack  and  edged 
away  to  the  south  in  clearer  ground ;  passed  all  the  forenoon  mounting 
hummocks,  but  could  see  no  lead  through  this  heavy  mass  of  packed  ice, 
which  extended  in  every  direction  as  far  as  I  could  see  from  the  top  of  a 
piece  15  feet  high.  At  2  p.m.,  therefore,  I  retraced  my  steps  reluctantly, 
for  it  is  disheartening  work  to  go  over  unnecessary  ground  with  a  rather 
heavy  sledge.  I  saw,  however,  that  we  must  round  the  pack  edge  northerly. 
At  noon  the  wind  shifted  to  N.E.  out  of  M'Dougall  Bay,  and  the  weather 
became  very  cold.  Let  the  dogs  adrift,  for  they  are  no  use  dragging  with 
men  in  a  pack  ;  with  a  light  sledge  to  themselves  they  can  work  anywhere. 
At  5h.  P.M.  we  camped,  not  at  all  satisfied  with  the  day's  work,  having  gone 
over  18  miles,  and  not  made  more  than  eight. 

Started  at  7h.  a.m.,  and  shortly  rounded  the  eastern  edge  of  the  pack, 
and  bore  away  N.W.  and  W.N.W.  over  a  good  floe,  the  wind  north-easterly ; 
we  made  sail  for  the  first  time ;  saw  Cape  Capel  ahead.  As  we  crossed 
M'Dougall  Bay  the  Avind  freshened  and  drew  to  north  ;  we  pushed  on  to 
make  up  for  yesterday's  delay,  and  camped  at  4h.  30m.,  having  made  16 
miles. 

A  bitter  cold  N.E.  wind  blowing  down  M'Dougall  Baj'-  this  morning, 
with  a  good  deal  of  snow  drift.  Started  at  8h.  a.m.,  the  floe  tolerable ;  as 
we  shut  the  bay  in,  the  wind  veered  to  the  eastward  and  blew  up  Barrow 
Strait,  and  the  weather  improved ;  passed  a  bear's  track,  and  encamped  at 
4h.  30m.  two  miles  westward  of  Moore  Island. 

A  fine  day,  and  grateful  I  believe  we  all  feel  for  it ;  the  first  we  have  had. 
At  7h.  we  started,  and  struck  olf  the  land  S.  W.  at  once  for  the  "  Resolute's" 
position,  rather  than  prolong  the  journey  by  going  to  Cape  Cockburn.  At 
llh.  A.M.  we  came  upon  sledge  tracks,  probably  Mr.  Court's,  from  the 
"  Resolute."  At  3h.  p.m.  we  got  into  heavy  pack.  The  dogs  were  let 
loose,  and  picks  and  shovels  were  in  request.  At  5li.  we  encamped ;  the 
ground  somewhat  lighter. 

At  7h.  a.m.  we  started,  steering  through  heavy  pack  all  the  forenoon ; 
after  noon  it  became  looser,  but  I  have  made  a  mistake  in  taking  the  direct 
course,  which  it  is  too  late  now  to  remedy. 

Wind  light  from  S. W.  all  day  ;  thick  weather ;  no  land  in  sight.  En- 
camped at  5h.  P.M.  A  fresh  S.W.  wind,  with  snow  drift.  We  moved  on 
at  71i.  A.M.    The  pack  still  very  thick,  and  the  late  N.¥/.  gales  have  caused 
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Proceedings  of 
Commander  Richards. 

March  27th. 
Course  and  dis.  W.M.W.,  2. 
Wind  and  weather,  W.N.W.,  7 
9.  g.  c.  ni. 
Uours  travelled, 
Encamped  for  res>,  22^h. 
Bad  '.veather. 
Terop.  6b.  a  m  —  S0°, 
Oh.  r.M  —  :)2°. 

■March  2tith. 
Tourse  and  dis.  W.N.W.  'I. 
W  'nd  and  -weather  W.N.W.,  7 
8.  g.  c.  m. 
Hours  travelled  6. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.,  18li. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m.  —  31°. 
6h.  P.M.  —  20°. 


March  29th. 
Course  and  dis.  W.X.W.,  13  . 
Wiud  and  weather,  W.N.W.,  3. 
4.  b.  c. 

Hours  travelled,  9. 
Encamped  for  r.  st,  1 5h. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m.  —  18°. 
6h.  P.M.  -  19. 


March  30th. 
Course  and  dis.  variable,  14  . 
Wind  and  weatber  W.N.W.,  J 
4.  b.c.m. 

Hours  travelled,  10. 
Encamped  for  rest,  1 4li. 
Temp.  Oh.  a.m.  —27°. 
6h.  P.M.  -  17°. 


Mirch  31st. 
Course  and  dist.,  W"st  10' 
Wind  and  weather,  N.  4.  b.  c. 
Hours  travelled,  9-^. 
Encamped  for  rest.  &c.  14-^h. 
Temp.  6h.  a  m  -29°. 
6h.  p.m.  -24°. 


April  1st. 
Course  and  dis.  11.  S.W.  W 
Wind  and  weather,  N.K.E.  4. 
5.  c.  m. 

Hours  travelled  Si. 
Encamped  for  rest,  Sic.  15^1i. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m.  -31°. 

6h.  P.M.  -22°. 

Sunday  April  2d. 
Course  anddis.  S.W.b.W.  12' 
Wind  aud  w^eather  N.N.E.  3.  4. 
c.  m. 

Hours  travelled,  lOh. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.  14h. 
Temp.  fib.  a.m.  -2.'>°. 
eh.  P.M.  —  22'. 

April  3d. 
Co'irse  and  dis.  S.W.  by  W.  8.' 
Wind  and  weather,  S.W.  2.  3. 
cm. 

iaoars  travelled,  lOh. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.  I4h 
Temp.  6h.  a.m.  -29°. 
6h.  P.M.  -20°. 
April  4tli. 
Course  anddis.  W.N.W.  T  .. 


Wind  nnd  wcallier  W.S.W.  4. 
;i.  c.  111. 

Encamped  for  rest,  &ic.  141i. 
HoiirM  travelled,  10. 
Temp.  Oil.  A.M.  —  28° 
6h,  P.M.  -17° 

April  .Oth. 
Course  and  dis.  S.  W.  by  W.  'J. 
Wind  and  weather  W.S.W.  4, 
c.  ni. 

Hours  travelled,  10. 
Encamped  for  rest  l4h. 
Temp.  Ch.  a.m.,  -14°. 

Rh.  P.M.  —  10°. 
April  6tli. 
Course  and  dis.  ,S,W.  liy  W.  0. 
Wind  and  weather  S.W.  6. 
Hours  travelled,  6. 
Encamped  for  rest  &c.,  on 
board  the  "  Resolute." 
Temp.  6h.  a.m.  —20°. 

6h.  P.M.  —  8°. 


April  istb. 
Co  urse  and  dis.  N.  E.  by  N.  11'. 
W  ind  and  weather  S.E.  4.  5. 
q.ra. 

Hours  travelled,  7. 
Encamped  for  rest,  1  Ih. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m. 

6h.  P.M.  —  3° 


April  14th. 
Course  and  dis.  2SI.E.  byN.  13. 
Wind  and  weather  W.  2.  3. 
b.c. 

Hours  travelled,  11. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.,  13h. 
Temp.  6!i.  a.m.  — 14°. 
(5h.  P.M.  —  2°. 

April  loth. 
Course  and  dis.  N.E.  by  N., 
E.by  S.  12'. 

Wind  and  weather  S.W.  5.  b.  c. 
Hours  travelled,  1 0^. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.,  lOfh. 
Temp.  6h.  a.m.  —  13°. 
6h.  P.M.  —  3°. 

April  Kith. 
Courne  and  dis.  K.  by  8.  12'. 
Wind  and  weather,  S.E.  m.  a. 
Hours  travelled,  1 1. 
Encamp;d  for  rest,  &c.  13h. 
Temp.  Gil.  A.M.  -  3°. 
'^h.  P.M.  -  3°. 


April  17th. 
Course  and  dis.  10.  by  S.  12'. 
Wind  .-uid  weather  S.E.  2.  3. 
c.  in. 

HoiifH  travelled,  10^. 
Kiiciinijied  for  reNt,  «tc.  IS^h. 
Temp.  fih.  A.M.  +  9°. 
6h,  I'.M.  -  8°. 


an  accumulation  of  drift,  which  buries  tljc  nlcfl^c,  and  inakcHthc  work  very 
laborious.  Saw  Cape  Cock  burn  to-day,  [)ut  not  the  KhipH,  an  I  had 
expected.  At.5h.  we  encamped,  having  come  over  a  good  deal  of  ground, 
but  not  made  much  progr(!Ss. 

A  fine  morning,  with  S.W.  wind.  Started  at  7h.  a.m.,  steering  over  heavy 
ground,  which  improved,  however,  after  noon.  'I  he  wind  frcHhencd  during 
the  day  from  W.S.W.,  and  wc  found  it  very  cold  dragging  head  to  it.  At 
4h.  I'.M.  we  had  the  satisfaction  of  seeing  the  "  lUtsoiutc"  and  "  Intrepid" 
8  or  10  miles  off.  At  5h.  p.m.  we  encamped.  There  has  been  some  very 
severe  pressure  here,  many  of  the  hummocks  thrown  up  more  than  20  feet 
high.  Snow  blindness  is  beginning  to  show  itself,  two  of  my  people  suf- 
fering considerably  from  it. 

We  started  very  early  this  morning,  and  as  the  road  has  improved  made 
good  progress. 

At  1  Ih.  A.M.,  when  two  or  three  miles  distant,  "  Resolute"  and  "  Intre- 
pid "  showed  their  colours,  and  in  half  an  hour  afterwards  I  had  the  pleasure 
of  meeting  all  the  officers  of  both  ships,  who  had  come  out  to  meet  us 
directly  the  sledge  was  seen,  Captains  Kellett  and  M'Clure  bringing  up  the 
rear.  We  shortly  arrived  on  board,  where  I  received  a  hearty  welcome 
from  all. 

On  my  sledge  coming  in  half  an  hour  afterwards  I  delivered  up  my 
despatches  and  the  mail  from  England  by  "  Phoenix,"  which  had  been  lying 
eight  months  at  Beechey  Island.  Captain  Kellett  immediately  prepared 
the  officers  and  crew  of  "Investigator"  for  amove,  and  on  the  10th  and 
1 1th  four  parties,  under  Lieutenants  Haswell  and  Pim,  left  for  Beechey 
Island.  I  should  have  followed  on  the  11th,  but  Lieutenant  Hamilton 
arriving  on  that  day,  after  an  extraordinary  passage  of  less  than  nine  days 
from  the  "  Assistance"  in  a  dog  sledge,  caused  me  a  little  detention.  On 
the  12th  it  blew  a  gale  from  S.E.,  and  on  the  13th  at  noon  I  started  home- 
ward. 

As  Commander  M'Clintock  was  to  start  on  the  same  day  on  a  flying 
journey  to  the  Wellington  Channel,  I  left  my  five  dogs  for  him,  making 
his  team  up  to  12.  To  me  they  were  of  no  use,  for  when  pulling  with  men 
on  a  laden  sledge  they  do  not  accelerate  your  speed.  The  weather  thick, 
with  a  S.W.  wind  ;  steered  a  course  for  Cape  Cockburn  over  a  floe,  alter- 
nately smooth  and  hummocky.  Captain  M'Clintock  passed  me  in  the 
afternoon,  and  with  his  dogs  was  shortly  out  of  sight.  At  7h.  p.m.  we 
encamped.    "  Resolute"  and  '■'  Intrepid"  out  of  sight. 

A  fine  morning,  with  light  westerly  wind,  which  drew  to  N.W.,  and 
freshened  shortly  after  starting,  which  we  did  at  6h.  A.ivr.,  steering  a  course 
for  Cape  Cockburn  over  indifferent  ice.  At  9h.  a.m.  saw  a  canvas  flag 
flying  on  a  hummock,  and  on  coming  up  to  it  I  discovered  the  track  by 
which  the  main  body  of  the  "  Investigators  "  had  advanced. 

The  tracks  of  those  who  have  gone  before  you,  I  think,  should  never  be 
despised. 

Thick  weather,  absence  of  sun,  &c.  cause  much  anxiety  in  a  bad  road, 
where  you  cannot  even  take  advantage  of  the  hummocks  to  pick  your  way. 
I  gladly,  therefore,  availed  myself  of  them.  At  .5h.  p.m.  we  encamped  five 
miles  from  Cape  Cockburn  ;  during  the  day  we  have  passed  the  encamp- 
ments of  five  parties.  : 

At  6h.  15m.  we  moved  on,  steering  for  the  high  land  of  Cape  Cockburn, 
the  wind  fresh  from  S.W.  Almost  immediately  after  starting  we  came  to 
a  narrow  lead  of  very  smooth  new  ice,  which  took  us  within  I  k  miles  of  the 
cape,  and  then  turned  easterly.  At  llh.  we  arrived  at  the  high  hum- 
mocks, which  are  piled  up  on  the  low  land,  extending  for  some  distance  off 
the  cape,  and  which  is  only  distinguishable  from  the  floe  by  its  gentle  un- 
dulations and  a  patch  of  gravel  forced  up  here  and  there,  and  bare  of  snow. 
Over  the  ridge  of  hummocks  and  on  to  this  low  land  we  hauled  the  sledge, 
and  then  halted  for  hnichcon.  At  4h.  30m.  we  pitched  our  tent  five  or  six 
niih's  eastward  of  Cape  (;!ockburn.  '       ►  ' '  '  ? 

At  ()h.  A.M.  we  started,  steering  over  the  low  land  inside  the  hunmiocks. 
At  7h  wc  passed  a  small  red  flag  on  a  mound  which  covers  Captain  Killett's 
depot  of  \^^2.  At  noon  we  got  on  the  floe  again,  passed  Allison  Creek 
and  Ackland  Bay,  neither  of  which  seem  so  deep  as  marked  on  the  chart. 
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At  5h.  P.M.  we  pitched.    Moore  Island  and  Cape  Frayer  in  sight,  four  or        Proceedings  of 
five  miles  ahead  of  us.    A  south-east  wind,  with  thick  weather,  and  snow    Commimder  Richards, 
falling.  ^ 

We  moved  at  6h,  30m.  a.m.  I  got  a  better  view  of  Acklaud  Bay  this 
morning.  There  was  pack  across  its  mouth  from  point  to  point,  but  I 
should  imagine  it  would  be  an  eligible  spot  for  a  ship  to  winter  in,  although 
open  to  the  southward.  I  conceive  there  would  be  no  great  pressure  from 
that  quarter.  I  should  say  from  the  con^guration  of  the  land  that  it  was  a 
deep  water  bay.  Decidedly  it  is  not  a  fit  spot  to  leave  a  ship  without  a 
crew,  for  she  could  not  be  land-locked,  and  would  be  exposed  to  almost 
certain  destruction  on  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice  at  the  opening  of  the 
season.  At  noon  I  walked  to  Point  Frayer,  while  the  people  were  at 
luncheon,  to  visit  a  small  cairn  which  I  saw  there ;  found  a  notice  from 
Lieutenant  Hamilton,  which  he  had  left  there  on  his  route  to  the  "As- 
sistance," and  left  one  of  my  own.  -■    - ! 

While  at  this  cairn  my  crew  saw  a  bear,  and  sent  me  some  ball  cartridge. 
I  had  taken  a  gun  with  me,  but  being  more  intent  on  getting  something 
for  the  pot  than  on  larger  game  I  had  nothing  but  shot  with  me.  I  never 
can  get  myself  to  believe  in  hears,  although  1  have  occasionally  met  them. 
On  returning  to  the  sledge  we  saw  him  (apparently  a  very  large  fellow) 
among  the  hummocks,  indulging  in  all  the  gambols  of  a  young  kitten.  I 
have  been  accustomed  to  look  upon  a  polar  bear  as  a  grave  and  dignified 
kind  of  animal.  All  I  have  seen  have  been  so,  and  I  was  at  a  loss  to 
account  for  these  demonstrations  of  playfulness  in  this  particular  one ;  on 
reaching  the  sledge  I  looked  at  him  with  my  glass,  and  discovered  sundry 
ominous  scarlet  spots  on  his  coat,  which  led  me  to  the  conclusion  (as  several 
sledges  had  preceded  me)  that  his  eccentricities  might  be  caused  by  the 
irritation  of  several  Minie  rifle  balls  in  his  body.  We  followed  him  for  a 
short  distance,  but  he  went  away  west,  apparently  in  a  high  state  of  delight, 
head  over  heels,  in  a  most  unaccountable  manner.  Directing  the  sledge 
between  Moore  Island  and  the  main  I  walked  to  the  N.W,  summit  of  the 
island,  erected  a  flag  and  cairn,  and  left  directions  fur  any  of  our  sledges 
that  might  touch  there. 

At  2h.  P.M.  we  came  upon  a  large  hole  of  water,  by  the  side  of  which  we  / 
found  two  claws  of  a  young  seal,  with  a  good  deal  of  blood.  This  solved 
the  mystery  of  our  friend's  good  humour ;  he  had  had  a  good  breakfast 
this  morning,  and  was  glad  in  consequence.  He  certainly  had  left  nothing 
but  two  claws :  and  the  keeping  the  hole  open,  and  so  well  concealed  by 
snow  (that  our  sledge  narrowly  escaped  going  into  it),  was  evidently  his 
handiwork. 

Several  wet  feet  were  got  between  the  island  and  the  main  to-day ;  close 
outside  the  former  is  a  better  road.  Inside  would  probably  be  a  good  spot 
for  winter  quarters.  The  ice  was  all  last  year's,  except  a  little  in  the  bay 
on  the  north  side  of  the  island. 

Two  miles  eastward  of  Moore  Island  is  a  remarkable  crested  hill,  and  a 
mile  east  of  that  a  rather  deep  bay,  with  no  pack  across  its  mouth.  It 
seems  as  eligible  for  winter  quarters  as  Ackland  Bay  is,  but  I  feel  convinced, 
that  between  Cape  Capel  and  Cape  Cock  burn  there  is  no  place  where  a 
ship  without  a  crew  could  be  left  in  safety. 

Camped  at  5h.  p.m.,  about  six  miles  east  of  Moore  Island.  All  hands 
suffering  from  snow  blindness  to-day.  Last  year  with  the  same  crew  i  had 
but  very  few  cases,  and  did  not  feel  it  myself  at  all.  These  thick  misty 
days  I  find  affect  the  eyes  far  more  than  clear  sunny  weather.  Good 
honest  cloudy  weather  is  the  best,  but  that  is  seldom  to  be  had. 

Thick,  hazy  weather,  with  south-easterly  wind.  ^  ^.^  ^^^^ 

Started  at  6h.  a.m.,  steering  over  old  sledge  tracks,  and  looking  out  for  course  and  dis.  e.s.e.  12'. 
outward-bound  sledges ;  before  noon,  the  w^eather  cleared,  and  the  wind  wind  and  -weather  s.e.  e.n.e. 
came  from  north,  out  of  M'Dougall  Bay.  It  shortly  shifted  to  E.N.E.,  with  Hours' travelled,  11. 
snow,  and  we  lowered  our  sail,  the  floe  good  and  smooth,  of  last  year's  ice  ;  Encamped  for  rest,  &c.  i3h. 
at  .5h.  p.m.  we  camped ;  Browne  Island  in  sight  ahead.  eh!  p.m. 

Started  at  7h.  a.m.,  weather  thick,  and  wind  E.S.E.    It  cleared,  how-  April  19th. 

ever,  in  the  forenoon,  and  we  saw  Browne  and  Somerville  Islands;  and  the  course  and  di^.E.s.E.is^ 
land  on  both  sides  of  M'Dougall  Bay,  very  distinctly ;  passed  several  camps 

3  B  4 


Wind  and  weather  E.N.E.  2. 4. 


(   :m  ) 


Honrs  travel  led,  1 0. 
ICiiCiUiipi.d  I'or  rest,  &c.  I'lli. 
Temp.  Oh.  a.m.  +  7°. 
Oh.  r.M.  +-3°. 

April  20th. 
Course  and  dis.  E.N.K  10'. 
Wind  and  weather  K.  1.  S. 

1).C. 

Hours  travelled,  8. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &e.  lOh. 
Terap.  6h.  a.m.  —  3  '. 
6h.  l-.M.  +2°. 


April  21st. 

Course  and  dis.  E.S.E.  10'. 
Wind  and  weather  E.S.E.  1.  2. 
b  c. 

Hours  travelled,  7i. 
Encannped  for  rest,  &c.  lOh. 
Temp.  6h.  p.m.  +  10°. 

']h.  A.M.  +  7°. 


March  22d. 
Course  and  dis.  E.S.E.  12'. 
Wind  and  weather  1.  2.  b.  c. 
Hours  travelled  9. 
Encamped  for  rest, &c.  l.'jh. 
Temp.  .'^h.  p.m.  +  2°. 
4h.  A  M.,  zero. 
April  22d. 
Course  and  dis.  E.SE.  14'. 
Wind  and  weather  E.S.E.  2,  4. 
b.  c. 

Hours  travelled,  8}. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.,  15^. 
Temp.  3h.  p.m.  +1°. 
4h.  A.M.  +  4°. 
April  23d. 
C  mrse  and  dis.  E.  by  N.  &'. 
Wind  and  weather  E.  1.  2. 
b.  c. 

Hours  travelled,  5. 
Encamped  for  rest,  &c.,  12h. 
Securing  depot. 
Temp.  Oil.  P.M.  +  .5°. 
4h.  A.M.  +  4°. 

April  24th. 
Course  and  dis.  easterly,  12'. 
Wind  and  weather  calm,  o.  c. 
Tours  travelled.  8. 
Eneanipjd  for  rest,  &c.  7h. 
Temp.  6h  p.m.  zero. 
4h.  A.M.  +2^. 


April  2.')th. 
Course  and  dis.  easterly  14'. 
Wind  and  weather  west,  1 .  2, 
b.  0. 

Honrs  travelled,  9. 
Knemtr'perl  for  rest,  Kic,  lOli. 
Temp.  Ch.  p.m.  +  7^'. 
Ch.  A.M.  -  H". 


of  foi  mcr  sledges,  the  floe  good  and  smooth,  steering  for  the  north  end  of 
Browne  Isliind.  The  snow  filindness  is  very  bad  to-day ;  the  crape  is  of 
little  or  no  use;  spectacle:-;  (good  ones)  of  a  neutral  tint,  every  one  sfiouUl 
have  ;  camped  at  5h.  im\i.,  having  made  alxnit  M  miles, 

To-day  1  found  myself  perfectly  blind,  and  walked  behind  the  sledge, 
like  a  led  horse — most  of  the  crew  not  much  better;  passing  inside  lirownc 
Island,  found  bad  ground,  which  caused  many  upsets,  I'rom  want  of  sight ; 
wished  I  had  gone  outside  the  island,  as  I  did  on  m  y  outward  route. 

At  2h.  3Um.  P.M.,  we  were  obliged  to  camp,  for  there  were  only  two 
among  us  who  could  see  ;  it  would  have  been  an  amusing  sight  if  any  one 
could  have  seen  us ;  they  certainly  might  have  been  excused  for  supposing 
we  had  taken  double  ano\vance  of  grog. 

I  determined  now,  on  night  travelling,  although  it  is  rather  early  for  it, 
being  20  days  sooner  than  we  commenced  last  year. 

Shortly  after  midnight,  on  the  20th,  we  broke  up  our  camp,  and  moved 
on,  the  wind  light  from  E.S.E.,  and  the  night  cold,  though  the  temperature 
is  up  to  zero  ;  at  2h.  a.m.,  the  sun  rose.  I  never  so  much  wished  him  away  ; 
and,  fortunately  for  us,  the  weather  set  in  cloudy,  and  he  remained  obscured 
during  the  remainder  of  the  march.  I  am  told  that  Point  Sherringham, 
Cape  Martyr,  Gritfiths,  Browne,  and  Somerville  Islands  are  in  sight ;  and 
I  feel  that  the  floe  is  good,  but  cannot  see  anything.  At  7h.  30m.  a.m.,  we 
encamped  about  3  miles  w^est  of  Point  Sherringham  ;  the  snow-blind  men 
are  improving. 

At  .5h,  p.m.  we  started  again,  the  weather  very  thick,  and  snow  falling: 
passed  Point  Sherringham  at  8h.  30m.  p.m.,  and  Cape  Martyr,  at 
111.  30m.  A.M.  of  the  22d  ;  at  2h.  a.m.  we  encamped  l  l^  miles  eastward  of 
the  latter  cape. 

At  5h.  P.M.  we  started;  a  light  wind  from  E.S.E.,  with  snoAv  ;  and  after 
a  long  and  tedious  march  we  encamped,  at  Ih.  30m.  a.m.  of  the  23d,  off 
the  west  end  of  Assistance  Bay. 

At  8h.  A.M.  we  were  under  weigh  again,  crossing  the  bay,  which 
is  full  of  pack  and  heavy  hummocks.  At  llh.  we  saw  the  depots, 
and  at  Ih.  p.m.  we  encamped  on  the  land  alongside  of  them.  Imme- 
diately set  my  people  to  work  to  secure  them  with  gravel,  until  casks 
could  be  sent  from  the  "  North  Star ;"  and  we  foimd  digging  improve 
the  eyes  wondeifully ;  I  have  only  one  man  now  suffering.  This  is  the 
finest  day  w^e  have  had, — really  v/arm ;  the  thermometer  at  +  13°. 
At  Ih.  A.M.  we  left  Assistance  Bay,  steering  along  the  land  eastward, 
inside  the  hummocks ;  passed  several  tracks  of  a  bear,  who,  no  doubt,  had 
his  eye  on  the  depot.  At  7h.  a.m.,  whilst  passing  Cape  Hotham,  I  saw 
Captain  M'Clintock's  tent  pitched,  and  communicated  with  him.  He  had 
made  a  surprising  passage  to  the  "  Assistance,"  and  was  returning  to 
"  Resolute"  with  the  12  dogs.  Without  delay  I  pushed  on,  and  shortly 
came  upon  the  tent  of  the  "  Success,"  Mr.  Flerbert,  on  his  wa}^  to  Beechey 
Island.  Here  I  camped,  and  landed  to  examine  Captain  Kellett's  whale- 
boat  and  the  depot.  Sent  my  people  to  bring  off  the  small  sledge,  and  our 
clothes  and  provisions  left  at  the  Bagged  Bluff  on  our  outward  journey. 
A  t  noon  we  returned,  having  found  the  whale-boat  all  right,  but  the  w^hole 
of  the  provisions  and  fuel  left  with  my  small  sledge  devoured  by  bears, 
except  the  biscuit,  which  they  do  not  seem  to  care  for.  At  4h.  p.m.  both 
sledges  started,  steering  for  Beechey  Island.  At  lOh.  30m.  p.m.  met  the 
"  Jleliance"  and  "  Steadflist,"  Lieutenant  May  and  Mr.  Shellabear,  the 
former  for  Assistance  Bay,  the  latter  for  "  Resolute  ;"  and  at  Ih.  a.m.  of 
the  25th  we  encamped  in  tlie  Wellington  Channel,  which  may  with  truth 
be  said  now  to  be  a  high  road.  At  every  mile  you  meet  the  remains  of  an 
encampment ;  it  reminded  me  of  the  road  to  a  fair.  Cast-off  mitts  and 
mocassins,  Hogarth's  preserved  meat  tins  and  pemmican  cases,  boots  and 
bears'  carcases,  remnants  of  garments  of  every  description,—  strew  the  floe 
in  admirable  confusion,  iuid  afford  abundant  evidence  of  tlie  hundreds  who 
have  })asse(l  over  it.  A  few  weeks,  and  it  will  again  be  an  open  sea,  a 
hundred  fathoms  deep,  with  every  trace  of  our  passage  at  the  bottom  of  it ; 
and  a  very  few  more,  it  will  be  quietly  frozen  over  again,  and  the  scene 
may  be  repeated.    However,  at  llh.  a.m.,  being  a  fine  morning,  1  threw 
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off  some  of  my  outer  clothing,  and,  leaving  the  sledges  to  follow,  accom-        Proceedings  of 
panied  by  Mr.  Herbert,  I  set  off  to  walk  to  "  North  Star,"  where  we    Commander  Richards, 
arrived  at  9h.  p.m.  of  the  same  day. 

The  arrival  and  departure  of  sledges  is  now  of  such  frequent  occurrence 
that  no  excitement  is  produced  therebj^,  nor  would  be,  I  should  think,  bj'- 
anything  less  than  the  arrival  of  the  missing  ships.  April  26th. 

To-day  I  despatched  Lieutenant  Cheyne  to  the  "  Resolute/'  and  Messrs. 
Grove  and  Pym  to  Assistance  Bay,  with  empty  casks,  to  secure  the  depot. 
On  the  morning  of  the  27th,  Captain  M'Clare  arrived,  with  the  remainder 
of  his  officers  and  crew.    Lieutenant  Pym,  of  "  Resolute,"  was  despatched  April  28th. 

to-day  to  Cape  Hotham,  and  Mr.  Jenkins,  mate,  to  the  "  Resolute,"  to 
assist  in  removing  provisions  from  her.    On  the  29th,  Lieutenant  May  ^P''' 
arrived  from  Assistance  Bay,  with  the  "  Reliance."  wZ'a^i  ^t.ZtS. 

Leaving  him  to  assist  in  conveying  a  boat  to  Cape  Hotham,  and  then  to  Hours  travelled,  7. 
return  to  his  ship  with  the  remaining  sledges,  I  started  at  6h.  p.m.,  accom-  Temp!*6h^p°M.'^Ti5°!^' 
panied  by  Mr.  Herbert  and  the  three  sledges  "  Sir  Edward,"  "  Success,"        4h.  a.m.  +  2°. 
and  "  Reward,"  up  the  Wellington  Channel. 

From  the  Grave  Spit,  we  crossed  Union  Bay,  and  kept  close  along  the 
land,  inside  the  hummocks,  until  near  Point  Innis ;  from  here  we  had  to 
get  through  half  a  mile  of  heavy  ice,  before  getting  on  the  smooth  floe. 

Point  Innis  is  a  glacier  point,  and  a  road  must  be  cut  before  it  can  be 
rounded.    At  Ih.  a.m.  we  encamped,  H  miles  above  Point  Innis;  a  fine  course  and  dis^  n*io' 
afternoon,  with  light  northerly  wind;  at  4h.  p.m.  we  moved  on,  steering  w^ndand  weather  N.  1.  b.  c. 
over  a  smooth  floe  for  Cape  Bowden  ;  Dassed  the  track  of  a  bear  and  cub.  Hours  travelled,  9 

^  .ii  z-Ni-ii  J'jncamped  for  rest,  &c.  12h. 

and  encamped  at  Ih.  a.m.      miles  above  Cape  isowden.  Ttmp.  eh.  p.m.  +19°. 

A  light  northerly  wind  and  a  warm  day.    Started  at  Ih.  p.m.,  and  crossed  | 
Griffin  Bay  ;  one  of  the  crew  of  the  "  Reward  "  taken  ill,  and  obliged  to  be  course  and  dh.N.  12' 

carried  on  the  sledge.  wind  and  weather  N.  1.  b.  c. 

At  lOh.  P.M.  we  camped  a  mile  north  of  Cape  Grinnell.  ^c.  i3h. 

Wind  fresh  from  north,  and  shifted  to  N.E.  as  we  approached  Cape  Temp.  eh.  p  m.  -  g". 
Osborn.    We  started  at  noon,  and  at  6h.  p.m.  encamped  in  a  small  bight  t^^^' 
south  of  that  cape  at  6h.  p.m.    Here  the  tent  and  gear  of  the  "  Success"  com-se  and'dis^northeriy  u' 
was  left  with  two  men,  as  a  stationarv  habitation  for  parties  passing  up  wind  and  weather  n.e.  2.  b. 

1  J  ,1        1        ,1  "  J-  r  o       i    Hmrs  travelled,  7. 

and  down  the  channel.  _  Encamped  for  rest,  &c.  12h. 

We  weighed  at  6h.  a.m.  of  the  3d,  and  rounding  Cape  Osborn,  saw  a  I'emp.  ch.  p.m.  + 14°. 
tent  and  flagstaff  on  the  next  bluff ;  a  shot  from  our  gun  brought  its  ^ayld^  * 

inmates  down  to  us,  and  I  found  the  serjeant  and  one  marine  were  stationed  course  and  dis.  n.e.  10'. 
here  ;  our  arrival  was  telegraphed,  and  we  reached  the  ships  at  llh.  a  m.     wind  and  weather,  N.E.,2.b. 

I  observed  no  change  in  the  ice  in  the  Wellington  Channel  since  my  Arrived  orboard.' 
passage  down  it  in  February,  except  that  some  water  was  flowing  up  inside 
the  hummocks  at  Point  Innis.    The  only  animals  seen  during  this  journey 
have  been  two  bears  ;  one  of  them  was  shot ;  and  the  only  signs  of  animal 
life  were  the  tracks  of  a  deer  and  a  hare  at  Browne  Island. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  express  my  perfect  satisfaction  of  the  way  in 
which  the  officers  and  crew  of  the  division  of  sledges  conducted  themselves 
during  the  time  they  were  acting  with  me,  and  of  my  own  particular  party 
during  their  entire  absence  of  seventy  days  from  the  ship. 

The  casualties  among  the  whole  of  our  people,  though  exposed  to  intense 
cold  and  very  severe  weather,  have  been  comparatively  few  and  unimportant, 
and  I  feel  much  pleasure  in  bearing  testimony  to  the  great  care  exhibited 
by  the  officers  in  general  to  the  comfort  and  safety  of  their  men. 

(  Signed  j       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Late  commanding  the  Western  Division  of  sledges  from 
Her  Majesty's  Ships  "  Assistance  "and  "  Pioneer." 


Commander  Richards  to  Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 

l-Ier  Majesty's  Sliip  "  Resolute,"  off  Cape  Cockburn, 
Sir,  April  6tli,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  here  to-day,  from  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  in  the  Wellington  Channel. 

I  am  the  bearer  of  despatches  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  and  also  of  the 
mails  from  England,  by  the  "  Phoenix,"  for  the  western  division  of  the 
squadron  under  your  command. 

H.  3C 


PioccMKliiigs  ol'  I  left  the  "  Assistance  "  on  the  '22d  of  February,  and  the  "  North  Star,** 

l^if  I'  l'"'!^'-  at  Becchcy  Island,  on  the  iGth  Marcli,  accompanied  hy  four  sledges  from 
the  "  Assistance  "  and  three,  under  Commander  I'ullen,  from  his  vessel ; 
two  more  sledges  from  the  "  Assistance"  were  to  follow  me.  Immediately 
on  quitting  Beechey  Island,  Commander  Pullen's  three  sledges  were  entirely 
disabled  in  the  heavy  pack,  and  he  )'eturned  for  n  ))airs,  the  remainder  of 
the  division  moving  on. 

You  will  perceive  by  my  instructions  tiiat  one  part  of  my  duty  was  Uj 
advance  depots  of  provisions  up  to  Cape  Cockburn,  for  the  relief  of 
retreating  parties  from  your  ships,  under  the  supposition  that  the  "  Ileso- 
lute"  was  still  at  Bridport  Inlet,  Melville  Island;  on  the  2 1st  March,  how- 
ever, I  met  a  sledge,  under  Mr.  Court,  master  of  the  "  Investigator,"  and 
learned  that  the  "  Resolute"  and  "  Intrepid,"  with  the  crew  of"  Investi- 
gator" had  wintered  in  the  pack  28  miles  S.W.S.  from  Cape  Cockburn. 
Under  these  circumstances,  and  hearing  from  Mr.  Court  that  you  had 
sufficient  provisions  on  board  to  last  you  until  May  1855,  and  moreover 
that  there  were  none  of  the  crews  who  were  unable  to  travel,  from  sickness, 
I  considered  that  it  M^ould  be  an  unnecessary  expenditure  of  time  and 
labour  to  carry  out  this  portion  of  my  instructions  ;  I  therefore  gave  the 
following  directions  to  the  officers  in  charge  of  the  different  sledges;  viz., 
Lieutenant  May  in  the  "  Reliance,"  to  deposit  his  superfluous  provisions  at 
Assistance  Bay,  and  then  to  proceed  in  the  execution  of  his  original 
instructions  from  Sir  E.  Belcher  to  Cape  Walker ;  Lieutenant  Cheyne, 
of  "  John  Barrow,"  also  to  deposit  his  provisions  at  Assistance  Bay,  and  to 
return  to  "  North  Star  "or  "  Assistance;"  Mr.  Herbert,  of  "  Success,"  to  fill 
himself  up  at  Assistance  Bay,  and  proceed  to  Cape  Bunny,  where  he  would 
make  a  depot  for  any  of  Captain  Collinson's  party,  and  return  to  "  North 
Star  "  or  "  Assistance,"  thus  ensuring  the  early  f'uhilment  of  a  part  of  that 
duty,  which  I  cannot  feel  certain  of  being  performed,  owing  to  the  breaking 
down  of  the  "  North  Star's  "  division. 

Orders  were  also  left  for  the  two  sledges  under  Messts.  'Grove  and  Pym, 
on  their  arrival,  to  deposit  their  provisions  at  Assistance  Bay,  and  return. 

The  whole  of  the  depot  would  therefore  be  concentrated  at  this  point, 
amounting  perhaps  in  all  to  rations,  independent  of  those  placed  by 

the  "  Resolute"  in  1852,  and  the  sledges  be  available  to  carry  out  any  fresh 
views  which  the  arrival  of  intelligence  from  you  on  board  Her  Majesty's 
Ship  "  Assistance,"  may  seem  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher  to  render  necessary. 

In  my  verbal  communications  with  Sir  Edward,  before  leaving  the 
"  A  ssistance,"  he  gave  me  perfectly  to  understand,  that  in  the  event  of  any 
emergency  which  was  not  provided  for  in  my  orders,  I  was  to  act  to  the 
best  of  my  own  judgment ;  and  I  can  only  hope,  that  in  adopting  the 
course  I  have  done,  that  your  future  views  or  plans  will  be  in  no  way 
deranged. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  commanding 
the  Western  Division  of  Sledges. 


Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  to  Commander  Richards. 

Hei-  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  Barrow  Strait, 
Sir,  April  7th,  1854. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  )  our  letter  of  yesterday's  date, 
reporting  your  arrival  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command,  and 
detailing  your  pi'oceedings  since  leaving  Her  Mjijesty's  ship  ''Assistance," 
on  the  22d  February  last,  the  whole  of  which  I  entirely  approve.  You 
have  not  only  not  deranged  in  any  way  my  plans,  but,  by  the  adoption  of 
the  measures  you  hiive  pursued,  you  have  greatly  facilitated  my  arrange- 
ments. 

I  have,  &:c. 
(Signed)       Hknhv  Ki'j.lkt'I',  Captain. 
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Captain  Kellett,  C.B,,  to  Commander  Richahds.  Proceedings  of 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute."  Richards. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B,,  commanding  the  Arctic  Expedition, 
having  placed  the  sledges  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance"  under  your 
orders  at  my  disposal,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  provisions  to  such 
points  as  I  may  think  expedient,  for  the  relief  of  Captain  Collinson,  should 
he  meet  with  accident  and  be  led  through  these  straits  ; — For  this  purpose, 
it  is  my  direction  that  you  leave  this  ship  to-day,  weather  permitting,  and 
join  your  division  of  sledges. 

Having  done  so,  you  will  cause  to  be  completed  the  depot  at  Assistance 
Bay  to  thirty  days  provisions  for  66  men ;  you  will  also  place  in  the  same 
position  occupied  by  my  boat,  one  of  the  cutter  gigs,  a  good  ten-man 
sledge,  complete,  as  well  as  the  2  marquees  belonging  to  the  "  North  Star." 
Should  you,  on  your  return,  meet  any  of  the  sledges  in  advance  of  Assist- 
ance Bay,  you  will  secure  their  provisions  on  the  most  prominent  point, 
marking  their  position  well. 

You  will  see  that  the  boat,  now  at  Cape  Hotham,  is  in  perfect  repair ; 
and  having  performed  this  service,  }^ou  will  proceed  in  the  execution  of  your 
orders  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  .Ship  "  Resolute,"  in 
Barrow  Strait,  Cape  Cockburn,  N.E.  by  N.  28',  this  12th  day  of 
April  1854. 

(Signed)        Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  to  Commander  Richards. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance,"  Wellington  Channel, 
Sir,  May  6th,  1854. 

Having  received  and  read  your  report  on  the  duty  on  which  you  were 
detached,  I  have  great  satisfaction  in  approving  of  the  proceedings  therein 
detailed  ;  and  also  of  expressing  my  great  gratification  under  the  very  severe 
season  which  you  had  to  brave  against  w^esterly  gales,  that  your  report  does 
not  contain  one  single  serious  result  from  frost-bites. 

This  I  fully  believe  to  be  the  result  of  the  active  zeal  which  kept  you 
moving  when  that  was  possible.  Your  report  of  the  officers  and  men  em- 
ployed under  your  command  also  gratifies  me  exceedingly  ;  and  you  will 
convey  to  the  officers,  in  addition  to  my  public  memorandum,  my  especial 
approbation  of  their  conduct  and  exertions. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)       Edward  Belcher, 
Captain  commanding  the  Arctic  Squadron. 


Enclosure  No,  49-  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Pullen  to  Mr.  S.  Court,  Acting  Master,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  North  Star." 

By  W.  J.  S.  Pullen,  Esq.,  Commander  of  H.M.  Ship  "  North  Star." 

It  is  my  direction  that  you  proceed  this  morning  to  Cape  Hotham,  and 
deposit  the  boat  from  this  ship  alongside  the  one  already  there. 

When  clear  of  the  hummocks,  you  will  send  all  the  additional  men  back. 

Should  you  be  short  of  provisions,  you  may  replenish  from  the  depot  at 
Cape  Hotham. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  at 
Beechey  Island,  this  2d  May  1854. 

(Signed)       W.  J,  S.  Pullen,  Commander. 


Mr.  S.  Court  to  Commander  Pullen,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  May  9th,  1854. 

In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I  left  this  ship  at  9h.  a.m.  of  May  2d, 
with  a  party  of  12  men,  and  the  boat  specified  to  be  left  at  Cape  Hotham, 
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Proceedings  of  I  arrived  at  Cape  Hotham  on  May  5th,  at  2h.  a.m.,  having  passefl  my 

Commander  IHcliaids.  -^^^^  encampment  in  company  with  Messrs.  Grove  and  Pyrn,  of  I  h-r  Majesty's 
ship  "  Assistance." 

Durino;  the  passage  across  1  had  cause  to  fear  that  the  ijoat's  bottom 
would  sustain  damage  from  its  contact  ^vit])  tlie  liard  upper  surface  of  the 
snow  and  projecting  pieces  of  ice,  which  all  my  care  could  not  prevent.  On 
examining  the  boat  after  my  arrival,  I  was,  therefore,  not  surprised  to  find 
considerable  damage  had  been  sustained. 

The  damage  was  principally  in  the  "  garboard  streaks,"  and  some  of  the 
timbers  Avere  l)roken  or  sprung. 

The  two  streaks  next  the  garboard  on  each  side  liave  also  suffered  from 
their  constant  friction  during  the  passage,  and  besides  some  small  holes  arc 
worn  very  thin. 

With  the  stores  in  my  possession  I  covered  the  holes, — in  the  first  place 
either  with  "  sheet  lead"  or  fearnought,  and  afterwards  by  nailing  the  water- 
proof mackintosh  tent  bottom  over  all,  completely  covering  the  bad  parts 
of  her  whole  bottom. 

This  repair  will  require  (to  render  it  complete)  a  carpenter  and  a  few 
more  nails,  with  a  heavier  hammer  than  I  possessed,  to  secure  the  started 
timbers.  The  boat  will  then  be  fit  to  undertake  a  passage  from  Cape 
Hotham  to  Beechey  Island ;  but  for  a  longer  voyage,  without  undergoing 
more  considerable  repairs,  she  would  not  be  available. 

Having  thus  fulfdied  my  instructions  to  the  best  of  my  ability,  I  com- 
menced my  return  at  6h.  p.m.  on  May  6th,  and  without  meeting  with  any- 
thino-  worthy  of  remark,  arrived  on  board  the  "  North  Star"  at  4h.  p.m. 
8th  May  1854. 

At  Cape  Hotham  boat  depot  I  left  Lieutenant  Pym  and  party — all  well. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Stephen  Court,  Acting  Master. 


Enclosure  No.  50.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Mr.  F.  B.  Herbert,  Mate,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance,"  Wellington  Channel, 
Sir,  May  11th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  sledge  under  my  command 
on  board  of  this  ship  on  Wednesday  the  3rd  instant. 

In  pursuance  of  your  mem.  of  the  2nd  of  April  1854,  I  left  the  "  North 
Star"  on  1 7th  of  April,  with  30  days  provisions,  taking  with  me,  in  lieu  of 
George  Cousins,  stoker,  who  was  still  on  the  sick  list,  James  Bidgood,  A.B., 
belonging  to  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  K,esolute."  The  next  day  1  met  with 
Captain  M'Clintock,  and  from  him  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Assist- 
ance Bay,to  deposit  my  provisions,  and  then  return  to  the  "  North  Star" 
and  await  further  orders. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  I  met  Lieutenant  Haswell,  of  Her  Majesty's 
ship  "  Investigator,"  proceeding  to  Beechey  Island  with  two  sledges  ;  on  the 
evening  of  the  same  day  I  arrived  at  the  depot.  Assistance  Bay,  and  shortly 
afterward  Lieutenant  Pym,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Resolute,"  accompanied 
by  Doctor  Armstrong,  of  the  "  Investigator,"  arrived  Avith  two  sledges, 
proceeding  to  Beechey  Island. 

'^Pwo  of  my  men  having  suffered  much  from  snow  blindness,  I  remained 
at  the  depot  one  day  to  recruit  them  ;  and  having  deposited  21  days  provi- 
sions for  10  men,  started  on  the  23d  for  the  "  North  Star." 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th  I  was  overtaken  by  Captain  Richards,  who 
was  travelling  by  night,  and  proceeded  in  company  with  him  to  the  "  North 
Star,"  where  my  sledge  arrived  on  the  26th  of  April.  I  left  again  on  the 
29th,  in  company  with  ('aptain  Richards,  and  arrived  on  board  this  ship 
Wednesday  the  3rd  of  May. 

It  afforcis  ine  great  pleasure  to  inform  you  that  my  crew  have  conducted 
themselves  much  to  my  satisfaction  since  leaving  this  ship  on  the  22d  of 
February. 

T  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Francis  It.  Hei!hi;kt,  Mate, 
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Return  of  Weights  on  First  Journey  to  Assistance  Bay.  Proceedings  of 

Commander  Richards. 

Total  weight  leaving  the  "  North  Star"  was  1 740  pounds  ;  nine  effective   

men  were  dragging,  giving  each  a  dragging  weight  of  193  pounds  per  man.  ^^^^^^^  ^^'^s^'  P^r  "-an 

Ko.  effective. 

Return  of  Weights,  &c.  on  Second  Journey. 

Total  weight  leaving  the  "  North  Star,"  1050  pounds  ;  nine  effective  men  dr^glT 
dragging,  giving  each  a  dragging  weight  of  1 17  pounds  per  man.  No.  effective. 

(Signed)       Francis  B.  Herbert,  Mate, 


Enclosure  No.  51.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Mr.  D.  Lyall,  Surgeon,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  Sliip  "Assistance,"  Wellington  Channell, 
Sir,  May  11th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  in  accordance  with  your  directions, 
I  have  this  day,  along  with  Mr.  F.  Y.  Toms,  examined  the  officers  and  men 
of  this  ship,  and  find  their  state  to  be  as  represented  in  the  accompanying 
report. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       D.  Lyall,  Surgeon. 


Dr.  Lyall's 
Medical  Report. 


Report  of  Medical  Examination  on  Officers  and  Ship's  Company,  Her  Majesty's 
Ship  "  Assistance,"  Wellington  Channel,  11th  May  1854. 


Names. 


Commander  G.  H. 
Richards 

Commander  S.  Os- 

born. 
Mr.  J.  F.  Loney 
Mr.  F.  B.  Herbert  - 
Mr.  James  Lewis  - 
Mr.  J.  Harwood 
Mr.  H.  P.  Webb  - 
Mr.  W.  Taylor 
Mr.  W  Kerr  - 

Richard  Bailey 


Thomas  Hall  - 
William  Batch  elor 


Richard  Hales  - 


John  Hales 

William  Woods 

William  Fenning 
Rehobeth  Robinson  • 
Henry  Billett  - 
Henry  Tranter 

George  Stares  - 
Thomas  Barber 
Edward  Humphries 
Richard  Bex  - 


Quality. 


Remarks. 


Commander  - 


Commander  (addi- 
tional) 
Master  -       -  - 
Mate     -       -  - 
Clerk-in- charge 
Assistant  Engineer  - 
Assistant  Engineer - 
Boatswain 
Carpenter 

Boatswain's  Mate  - 


Gunner's  Mate 
Boatswain's  Mate 


Leading  Stoker 


Stoker  - 

Officer's  Cook 

Ofiicer's  Steward 
A.  B.  - 
A.  B.  - 
A.  B.  - 


Captain's  Coxwain 
Sailmaker 
Sailmaker's  Mate 
P.  M.  - 


Is  sufi'ering  from  dyspepsia  and  sore 
throat,  but  will  likely  be  fit  for  any 
duty  in  a  few  days. 

Suffers  from  debility. 

In  good  liealth.    Fit  for  any  dut}-. 
Ditto  -  ditto. 

Ditto  -  ditto. 

Subject  to  dyspepsia  and  epilepsy. 

In  good  health.    Fit  for  any  duty. 
Ditto  -  ditto 

Suffering  from  scurvy  in  a  mild  form. 
Is  unfit  for  active  exertion. 

Has  a  slight  cough,  but  is  otherwise  in 
good  health.  Had  better  not  be  sent 
travelling  for  a  few  days. 

In  good  health.    Fit  for  any  duty. 

Feels  quite  well.  No  indication  of 
disease  on  examination,  but  is  physi- 
cally unfit  for  any  severe  or  extended 
exertion. 

Suffers  almost  constantly  from  chronic 
bronchitis.  Unfit  for  sledge  tra- 
velling. 

Very  subject  to  rheumatism,  and  has 
premonitory  symptoms  of  scurvy. 

Has  varicose  veins  of  leg.  Unfit  for 
sledge  duty. 

In  good  health. 

In  good  health.    Fit  for  any  duty. 

Ditto  -  ditto. 

Affection  of  heart.     Unfit  for  sledge 

duty  or  active  exertion. 
In  good  health.    Fit  for  any  duty. 
Lungs  unsound.   Unfit  for  sledge  duty. 
In  good  liealth.    Fit  for  any  duty. 
Ditto  -  ditto. 
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Naincs, 

- 

Alfrod  liif^l(!(loii 

Jolin  SiiDinons 

James  Gore  - 

Edward  Lyons 
George  Ycningsoii 

Lewis  Read 
James  Poyer  - 
Christopher  Pond  - 
George  Edwards 

Henry  Briant  - 
Thomas  Bond  - 

George  Quiddiagton 

George  Wood  - 

George  Jeffries 
Nicholas  Middleton  - 

1^  and  P.'k  Stfiwai'd 
A.  B.  - 

Cjaptaiii's  Steward  - 

Blacksmith 
(Japtain  and  Officer's 

Cook 
A.  B.  - 

Carpenter's  Crew  - 
Caulker- 

Carpenter's  Mate  - 
Musician 

Ice  Quartermaster  - 

Carpenter's  Mate  - 

Captain  of  Hold 

Sergeant  R.  M. 
Corporal  R.  M. 

SymptomH  of  incipif*nt  phtliiwis.  Ik 
unfit  for  active  exertion. 

Gums  Koi  c  ;  blwid  occasionally.    Is  fit 
for  Heechey  Island  sledge  duty. 

Suffers  from  frequent   liejvhiche  and 
sym]jtoms  of  dys|jcpsia. 

Ill  good  health.    Fit  for  sl<;dgf;  duty. 

Suffers  from  dyspepsia  and  other  pre- 
monitory symptoms  of  scurvy. 

In  good  health.    Fit  for  any  duty. 
Ditto          -  ditto. 
Ditto          -  ditto. 

Spongy  and  bleeding  gums,  and  other 
premonitory   symptoms   of  scurvy. 
Unfit  for  extended  travelling. 

Suffering  from  catarrh ;  otherwise  in 
good  health. 

Has  suffered  a  good  deal  from  consti- 
pation lately,  but  is  fit  for  Beechey 
Island  sledge  duty. 

Is  suffering  from  diarrhoea,  weakness, 
want  of  appetite,  and  cramps,  premo- 
nitory symptoms  of  scurvy. 

Is  suffering  from  dyspepsia,  and  will 
not  likely  be  fit  for  active  duty  for 
some  days. 

In  good  health.    Fit  for  any  duty. 

Suffers  from  an  affection  of  the  heart. 
Unfit  for  sledge  duty  or  active  ex- 
ei-tion. 

Isaac  Stallard- 
John  Green  - 

P.  M.  - 

P.  M.    -  - 

In  good  health,  and  fit  for  short  sledge 
journeys ;  but  suffers  inconvenience 
occasionally  from  a  contusion  of  the 
knee  which  he  sustained  about  two 
months  ago. 

In  good  health.  Fit  for  active  duty. 

(Signed) 

D.  Lyall,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

Frank  Y.  Toms,  Assistant- Surgeon. 

Report  of  Medical  Examination  on  Officers  and  Men  who  have  returned  to  the 
Ship  since  the  11th  inst.,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  14th  May  1854. 

Names, 

Quality. 

Eemarks. 

Mr.  W.  May  - 
Mr.  J.  B.  Grove 
Mr.  F.  W.  Pym 

James  Beames 

James  Robinson 
-Jer.  Galavan  - 
Ransom  Untliank  - 

James  Sinnott- 
Arthur  Diclicns 

Lieutenant 
Mate 

Acting  Mate  - 
Boatswain's  Mate  - 

Captain  of  Forecastle 
Captain  ofFoi-ecastle 
Ice  Qum'termastev  - 

A.  B.    -       -  - 

Captain  of  Forecastle 

In  good  health.  Fit  for  any  duty. 
Complains  of  rheumatic  pain  in  shoulder. 
Ill  good  health.    Fit  for  any  duty. 
In  good  health.  Ankle  slightly  sprained. 

Will  not  be  fit  for  sledge  work  for  a 

few  days. 
In  good  health.    Fit  for  any  duty. 

Ditto  ditto. 
Gums  sore;  bleed  occasionally  ;  catarrh, 

sore   throat,  weakness,  premonitory 

symptoms  of  scurvy.    Is  at  present 

unfit  for  any  work, 
111  good  liealth.    Fit  for  any  duty. 
In  good  health.  Kit  for  Beechey  Island 

travelling. 
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Names. 


George  Wicket ts 
Samuel  Walker 
Thos.  Isaacs 
Geo.  distance  - 
Geo.  Edey 
Thos.  Coopland 


Joseph  Organ  - 

Ben,  Young- 
Alex.  Baillie  - 
Wm.  M'Arthur 

George  Cousins 
Christr.  Allen  - 

Wm.  Huggett  - 
Geo.  Green 


Gwylni  Munden 
Joseph  Anderson 
James  Reid 
Charles  Smith  - 


Quality. 


A.  B.  - 

Carpenter's  Mate  - 
Gunner's  Mate 
Stoker  -       -  - 
Bombardier  E.M.A. 
A.  B.    -  - 


Remarks. 


Dr.  Lyall's 
Medical  Report. 


Ice  Quartermaster  - 


Ice  Quartermaster 


Carpenter's  Crew 
A.  B.  - 

Stoker  - 
A.  B.  - 

A.  B.  - 


P.  M. 


I  Bombardier  II.M.A. 
I  P.  M.  - 

!  Ice  Quartermaster  - 
iA.  B.     -       -  - 


In  good  health. 
Ditto 


Fit  for  any  duty, 
ditto. 

Ditto  -  ditto. 

Ditto  -  ditto. 

Ditto  -  ditto. 

Feels  in  good  health,  but  has  suffered 
while  travelling  from  swelling  of  left 
ancle  and  leg,  which  are  still  disco- 
loured, and  will  likely  prevent  him 
from  travelling  for  some  weeks  at  all 
events. 

Complains  of  slight  cough  and  short- 
ness of  breathing,  with  an  uneasy 
sensation  in  the  region  of  the  heart. 
Unfit  for  sledge  work,  but  is  able  to 
do  quartermaster's  duty. 

Feels  in  good  health,  but  still  suffers 
from  an  affection  of  the  elbow,  conse- 
quent on  injury.  Unfit  for  sledge 
work. 

Quite  well.  Fit  for  any  duty. 

Has  an  affection  of  the  heart.  Unfit 

for  sledge  work. 
In  good  health.    Fit  for  any  duty. 
In  good  health.  Fit  for  Beechey  Island 

sledge  travelling. 
States  that  he  feels  quite  well ;  but 

there  is  discolouration  of  the  right 

thigh.    Is  not  fit  for  sledge  work  at 

present. 

Has  suffered  for  the  last  few  days  from 
cough  and  pain  in  chest.  Unfit  to  go 
with  next  sledge. 

Fit  for  any  duty. 
Ditto  -  ditto. 

Ditto  ,  -  ditto. 
Ditto  -  ditto. 


In  good  health, 


(Signed)      D.  Lyall,  M.D.,  Surgeon. 

Frank  Y.  Toms,  Assistant- Surgeon. 


Commander  Richards's 

Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  Correspondence  with 


Western  Division. 


Commander  G.  H.  Richards  to  Sir  EdwaudBelcher,  Knight,  C.B. 


Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance,"  Wellington  Channel, 
Sir,  May  13th,  1854. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  B  1.5  154,  detailing  my  proceedings  whilst 
detached  in  command  of  the  Western  Division  of  Sledges,  I  have  now  the 
honom-  to  enclose  you  copies  of  all  correspondence  which  has  passed  between  Sixteen, 
myself  and  the  different  officers  with  whom  I  have  been  associated  during 
that  period,  as  specified  in  the  Schedule,  on  the  other  side. 

( Signed)       I  have,  &c. 

Geoiige  Henry  Richauds, 

Commander  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 
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Commander  Riclianls's 
Correspondenco  with 
Western  Division. 


The  ScuKDULE  of  Eaclosuref!  referred  to. 


Subject. 


Copy  of  Order  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Grove,  Mate. 
Copy  of  Order  to  Lieutenant  J,  Clieyne. 
Co]>y  of  Order  to  Mr.  R.  Jenkins,  Mate. 
Copy  of  Mejiioiandum  for  offiwr  in  command  of  "North 
Star." 

Coj)}'  of  Letter  to  Mr,  Court,  Acting  Master  of  "  Inves- 
tigator." 

Co])y  of  Order  to  all  officers  visiting  Assistance  Bay. 
Copy  of  Letter  from  (Jommander  Richards  to  Captain 
Kellett,  C.B. 

Coj)y  of  Letter  from  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  to  Commander 
Richards. 

Copy  of  Order  from  Captain  Kellett,  C.B,,  to  Com- 
mander Richard.s. 

Copy  of  Order  to  officers  at  Beechey  Island  to  hold 
themselves  in  readiness  for  Sledge  Service. 

Copy  of  Order  to  Mr.  Grove,  Mate. 

Copy  of  Order  to  Lieutenant  Cheyne. 

Copy  of  Order  to  Lieutenant  May. 

Copy  of  Order  to  Lieutenant  Pym,  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 

Copy  of  Letter  to  Commander  Pullen. 

Copy  of  Letter  to  Commander  Pullen. 


Enclosure  1.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  G.  H.  Richards  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Grove,  Mate  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
''Assistance,"  Sledge  "Dauntless." 

By  George  Henry  Richards,  Commanding  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance," 
and  the  Senior  Officers  at  Beachy. 

As  it  lias  become  necessary  th.at  the  division  of  sledges  under  my  command  should 
move  westward  before  your  arrival,  it  is  my  direction  that,  as  soon  as  your  crews 
are  sufficient^  recruited,  you  carry  out  the  following  instructions  : 

You  v/ill  proceed  with  the  "  Reward"  (Mr.  Pym  in  company)  to  Assistance  Bay, 
on  the  east  point  of  which  you  will  find  erected  by  my  party  a  cairn  with  flag  or 
tin  on  it.  There  yon  will  deposit  your  provisions,  securing  them  carefully,  retain- 
ing only  sufficient  to  carry  you  back  to  the  "  North  Star." 

^ou  will  also  find  further  instructions  from  me  (if  I  should  deem  them  necessary,) 
in  a  tin  cylinder  lashed  to  the  staff. 

I  enclose  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  orders  to  Mr.  Pym,  which  you  will  deliver  to  him, 
and  he  is  to  deposit  his  provisions  (all  but  sufiicient  to  carry  him  backj  in  the  same 
spot  as  yours. 

On  your  return  to  the  "North  Star,"  Mr.  Pym  will  proceed  to  the  "  As,sistance," 
(carrying  the  despatches  left  by  me)  with  the  commanding  officer  of  the  "  North 
Star,"  and  you  will  be  re-provisioned  for  50  days,  re-crossing  Wellington  Channel  to 
Assistance  Bay,  where  you  will  deposit  another  load  similar  to  your  first. 

Any  letter,  »fac.  for  me  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  you  will  place  in  the  cylinder, 
also  any  intelligence  which  you  may  be  able  to  afford  me  yourself 

You  are  aware  that  Lieutenant  Cheyne  will  be  established  at  Cape  Hotham, 
where  he  will  build  a  conspicuous  caii-n,  which  all  sledges  following  me  are  to  visit, 
both  on  their  outward  and  homeward  route,  unless  they  should  meet  him  in  the 
neighbourhood  ;  but  this  will  not  appl}-  to  your  first  visit. 

He  is  dii'(H'ted  to  assist  any  sledges  crossing  the  channel,  and  is  to  be  considered 
as  the  ofHcojr  directing  <)])eriiti())\s  at  Cape  Hotham. 

On  your  nsturn  to  tlie  "  Nortli  Star,"  after  depositing  your  second  load,  you  will 
await  further  instructions  from  Sir  J*jdward  Belcher. 

Sliould  any  of  your  men  be  unfortiuiately  disabled  on  your  arrival  at  the  "  North 
Star  '  from  tlie  "  Assistance,"  you  will  not  detain  the  sledge  beyond  a.  reasonable 
time,  say  three  days,  but  make  your  fii'st  yjassage  across  the  strait  with  a  reduced 
crew,  reducing  your  weights  tlu^ii-  provisions  and  etpiipments  ;  you  would  probably 
find  your  peo])le  recovered  on  your  first  I'etiu'u  to  the  "  iNortli  Star." 

Thomas  Marshall  of  the  "  Jielianee"  will  remain  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  and 
if  sufficiently  recov(!red,  will  Join  the  "Success,"  Mr.  Herbert,  on  his  return  to  that 
ship. 
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You  ■will  request  the  commanding  officer  of  tlie  "  North  Star"  to  cause  the  surgeon 
of  that  ship  to  report  on  the  fitness  of  Benjamin  Young,  ice  quartermaster  ;  and  if  he 
should  he  considered  in  all  respects  fit  for  sledge  duty,  you  will  bear  him  as  No.  3 
in  the  "  Dauntless." 

If,  on  the  contrary,  he  should  not  be  found  fit  for  extended  sledge  duty,  you  will 
charge  him  with  No.  3  of  the  "  John  Barrow,''  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  on  your  meeting 
with  that  officer. 

On  your  arrival  on  board,  you  will  present  these  orders,  or  a  copy  of  them,  to  Sir 
Edward  Belcher,  as  he  shall  direct. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  at  Beechey 
Island,  this  9th  day  of  March  1854. 

(Signed)      G.  Henky  Richards. 


Enclosure  2.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  G.  H.  Richards  to  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  Sledge  "  John  Barrow." 

By  George  Henry  Richards,  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
commanding  the  Western  Division  of  Sledges. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher  having  selected  you  to  superintend  the  sledge  duties  at  Cape 
Hotham,  has  provided  instructions  for  your  general  guidance.  But  the  necessity  of 
the  division  under  my  command  moving  westward  before  the  arrival  of  the  sledges 
"  Dauntless"  and  "  Reward,"  have  rendered  it  necessary  that  you  should  receive 
other  instructions  from  me,  to  be  carried  out  in  the  first  instance. 

You  wUl  accompany  the  division  as  before  arranged,  across  the  Wellington  Channel, 
either  to  Cape  Hotham  or  Assistance  Bay,  as  I  may  see  cause  to  direct  at  the  time. 

At  either  of  these  places  you  will  complete  the  sledges  named  in  the  margin,  to  ><  gjj,  Edward  " 
their  full  allowance,  and  will  then  return  to  the  "  North  Star"  for  another  load,  "  Eeliance," 
wluch  you  will  proceed  with  to  Cape  Hotham.  "  g^*^^?^^^"  „ 

You  are  directed  by  Sir  Edward  Belcher  to  take  a  sufficient  supply  on  your  sledge,  ^idigan. 
and  proceed  from  thence  to  search  Griffiths'  Island. 

In  the  execution  of  this  duty  you  will  touch  at  Assistance  Bay  depot,  on  your 
outward  and  homeward  route,  leaving  a  notice  in  the  cylinder  there  of  your  pro- 
ceedings for  my  information,  and  you  will  forward  by  returning  sledges  any  papers 
I  may  leave  there  directed  for  Sir  Edward  Belcher  or  the  "  North  Star if  merely  a 
printed  notice  is  left  by  me,  you  will  inform  Sir  Edward  Belcher  in  writing  of  the  ■ 
movements  of  the  division. 

On  resuming  your  station  at  Cape  Hotham  after  the  search  of  Griffiths'  Island, 
you  wUl  employ  your  people  in  building  a  cairn  :  vide  your  instructions  from  Sii" 
Edward  Belcher. 

But  you  are  to  consider  your  especial  duty  to  be  : 

1st.  To  look  out  for,  and  assist  by  every  means  in  your  power,  sledges  passing 
from  the  westward. 

2d.  To  lend  your  aid  to  any  heavy  sledges  approaching  from  the  "  North  Star," 
and  you  will  be  most  careful  to  keep  Sir  Edward  Belcher  acquainted  with  any  in- 
foi-mation  you  may  gain  by  the  returning  sledges,  the  officers  in  command  of  which 
will  be  directed  to  communicate  with  you  before  crossing  the  Channel.  Mr.  Grove 
and  Mr  Pym  have  been  directed  to  deposit  their  loads  at  Assistance  Bay,  and  return 
to  the  "  North  Star ;"  the  latter  officer  then  returns  to  the  "  Assistance,"  the  former  re- 
•  crosses  the  Channel  with  another  load  to  Assistance  Bay.  Mr,  Grove  will  then 
await  further  instructions  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher  at  Beechey  Island,  and  any 
sledges  re-crossing  the  Channel  from  there  subsequent  to  his  (Mr.  Grove's)  return,  will 
be  in  consequence  of  fresh  instructions  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  at  Beechey  Island,  this  9th 
day  of  March  1854. 

(Signed)      G.  Henry  Richards, 


Enclosure  3.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  ' 

Commander  G.  H.  Richards  to  Mr.  R.  Jenkins,  Mate  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  North  Star." 

By  George  Henry  Richards  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
and  Senior  Officers  at  Beechey  Island. 

The  sledge  "  Cardigan"  under  your  charge  having  been  attached  to  the  western 
division  under  my  command,  it  is  my  direction  that  you  observe  the  enclosed  orders 
from  Sir  Edward  Belcher  (commanding  the  Arctic  Squadron!  to  Mr.  Grove,  Mate  of 
Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance,"  in  the  event  of  Ms  non-arrival  at  the  "North  Star" 
before  the  departure  of  the  division. 

II.  3D 


Commander  Ricliards's 
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Commander'  Richaicls's       Should  Mr.  Grove's  sledge,  however,  arrive  in  time  to  accompany  the  main  hody, 
Cornjapondonco  with     you  will  then,  being  fully  victualled  from  the  "  North  Star,"  proceed  in  c^mj^any 
Western  Division.       with  rne  to  A.sniHtaiico  Bay,  whcj-c,  after  deponiting  your  proviwionH  in  depot  Ckcjping 

  only  HufHcient  to  return)  you  will  proceed  to  the  Bhip  at  B(jechey  iHland. 

Again  filling  up,  yoii  will,  deposit  a  similar  load  at  the  name  depot,  and  returning 
to  "North  Star"  you  will  be  released  from  further  duty  in  my  diviHion,  unless 
ordered  by  Sir  Edward  Belchfjr  or  any  other  your  Hiip(;r-ior  officer.  ]jicut<;nant 
Cheyne  will  be  established  at  Cape  Hothani,  and  on  your  second  visit  you  will 
communicate  with  him  both  on  your  outward  and  homeward  route  from  Aiisistance 
Bay. 

Given  under  my  band  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "North  Star"  at  Beechey 
Island,  this  9tli  day  of  March  1854. 

(Signed)      G.  Heney  Richards, 


Enclosure  4.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  G.  H.  Eiohaiids  to  the  Officer  in  command  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  North  Star,"  during  Commander  Pullen's  Absence. 

By  George  Henry  Eichards,  Commander  of  Her  Majesty^ s  Ship  "  Assistance," 
andthe  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

As  it  is  necessary  that  the  officer  in  command  of  the  "  North  Star"  during  Com- 
mander Pullen's  absence  should  be  made  acquainted  with  the  intended  movements 
of  the  sledges  composing  the  Western  Division,  in  order  that  he  may  be  ena-bled  to 
afford  assistance  to  returning  parties  (if  necessary),  as  also  to  cause  provisions  to  be 
prepared  for  those  which  may  return  to  the  "  North  Star"  and  again  have  to  proceed 
westward ;  I  deem  it  right  to  leave  the  following  memorandum  for  his  information 
and  guidance. 

In  the  event  of  the  sledges  under  Mr.  Grove  and  Mr.  Pym  arriving  before  the 
division  starts,  the  following  arrangements  will  be  observed  : 

Mr.  Pym  accompanies  the  division  to  Assistance  Bay,  and  will  return  to  "  North 
Star''  in  about  1 1  days  from  the  time  of  his  departure,  where  he  wiU  rest  his  crew 
for  48  hours  and  then  return  to  his  own  ship. 

Mr.  Jenkins  will  also  deposit  his  provisions  at  Assistance  Bay  and  return  to 
Beechey  Island  about  the  same  time  as  Mr.  Pym.  He  will  then  be  re-provisioned, 
and  returning  to  Assistance  Bay,  leave  a  similar  depot ;  on  his  second  return  to 
"  North  Star"  he  wiU  await  further  instructions  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  which 
■will  probably  arrive  by  Mr.  Grove's  sledge,  or  if  not,  by  Mr.  Pym  on  his  second  visit 
to  "  North  Star"  from  "  Assistance."  But  if  no  orders  are  received  relative  to  his 
sledge,  them  Mr.  Jenkins  might  be  employed  in  carrying  a  sledge  load  of  provisions 
to  Cape  Hotham,  for  Lieutenant  Cheyne  who  is  permanently  stationed  there.  This 
wiU  prevent  the  necessity  of  Lieutenant  Cheyne  disturbing  the  depot  at  Assistance 
Bay  for  his  own  use.  Mr.  Grove  accompanies  the  division  to  Point  Rope  and  will 
be  absent  from  "  North  Star"  about  24  days  ;  on  his  return  he  will  await  further 
instructions  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 

Mr.  Herbert  will  advance  to  Point  Frazer,  and  will  return  to  "  North  Star"  pro- 
bably after  a  period  of  37  days.  There  he  will  find  fresh  instructions  from  Sir 
Edward  Belcher ;  but  provisions,  &c.  will  have  to  be  prepared  for  his  party  (550 
Tations),  as  he  will  be  required  for  further  and  immediate  service. 

Lieutenant  May  accompanies  me  to  Cape  Cockbum  and  from  thence  goes  to  Cape 
Walker,  returning  to  Assistance  Bay  and  then  on  to  the  "  North  Star  his  proba- 
ble absence  will  be  50  days. 

My  own  sledge,  if  I  do  not  fall  in  with  the  "  Resolute,"  will  advance  to  Bridport 
Inlet,  Melville  Island.  The  period  of  my  absence  is  uncertain,  and  will  be  governed 
entirely  by  circumstances. 

Should  the  division  move  westward  before  the  arrival  of  the  sledges  under  Messrs. 
Grove  and  Pym,  then  Mr.  Jenkins  and  Mr.  Grove  will  exchange  duties  and  orders, 
and  fresh  instructions  to  meet  the  contingency  will  be  left  by  me  for  the  latter  officer, 
which  the  commanding  officer  will  pass  over  to  him  on  his  arrival.  Mr.  Pym's 
orders  will  remain  in  force  precisely  as  before ;  but  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  who  will  be 
eventually  stationed  at  Cape  Hotham,  will  in  this  altered  state  of  the  case,  return 
to  "  North  Star"  from  Assistance  Bay,  after  completing  the  advancing  sledges,  and 
■will  re-victual  himself  for  40  days. 

All  orders  for  sledges  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher  will  come  to  the  commanding 
officer  of  "  Nortlj  Star"  (to  be  delivered  by  him  to  the  officers  to  whom  they  are 
addressed  as  they  arrive),  as  well  as  full  instructions  for  his  own  guidance. 

All  provisions  nnd  Hup])li(!S  recpircd  for  the  equipment  of  sledges  of  the  "  Assist- 
ance" are  to  be  demanded  iu  writing  by  the  senior  officer  belonging  to  that  ship 
I)rcsent  on  board  the  "  North  Star." 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  the  "North  Star"  at  Beechey  Island,  this  9tb 
day  of  March  1854. 

(Signed)       G.  IlENJiY  RiciiARDS. 
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Enclosure  5.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  Commander  Ridiard^'s 

Commander  G.  H.  Eichards  to  Mr.  S.  Court,  Acting  Master  of  Her  Maiesty's  Sliit)     Correspondcii  with 

"Investigator.'  J     J  Western  Division. 

Sledge  «  Sir  Edward,"  12  miles  East  of  Cape  Hot  ham, 
Sir,  _  March  21st,  1854. 

On  your  arrival  at  the  "  North  Star,"  shotdd  you  find  no  orders  from  Sir  Edward 
Belcher,  consequent  on  the  arrival  of  the  dog  sledge  under  Lieutenant  Hamilton  on 
board  the  "  Assistance,"  you  will,  after  recruiting  your  crew,  proceed  to  that  ship 
on  the  east  side  of  the  Wellington  Channel,  52  miles  from  Beechey  Island,  from  whom 
you  will  receive  your  further  instructions.  You  will  deliver  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher 
the  enclosed  letter ;  and  on  your  passage  across  the  "Wellington  Channel,  you  will 
look  out  for  a  division  of  sledges  under  Commander  PuUen,  to  whom  you  wiU  deliver 
the  letter  entrusted  to  you. 

I  am  &c. 
(Signed)       G.  Henry  Richards, 
Commanding  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 


Enclosure  6.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter, 

Commander  G.  H.  Richards  to  all  the  Officers  of  Her  Majesty's  Ships  "  Assist- 
ance" and  "  North  Star,"  and  to  any  Officer  of  the  Arctic  Squadron  whom  it 
may  concern. 

By  George  Henry  Richards,  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
commanding  the  Western  Division  of  Sledges. 

It  having  been  ascertained  that  the  "  Resolute"  and  "  Intrepid"  are  in  winter 
quarters  (S.W.  by  S.  true)  from  Cape  Cockburn  distant  28  miles,  and  have  suffi- 
cient proAdsions  laid  out  to  bring  their  crews  to  Assistance  Bay,  I  do  not  deem  it 
necessary  to  advance  any  depots  beyond  that  point,  tmless  contrary  orders  are  re- 
ceived from  Sir  Edward  Belcher  subsequent  to  the  arrival  of  the  "  Resolute"  sledge, 
on  board  the  "  Assistance." 

Lieutenat  Cheyne,  Mr.  Groves,  Mr.  Jenkins  and  Mr.  Pym,  will  therefore,  after 
depositing  their  provisions  at  Assistance  Bay,  return  to  "  North  Star"  and  "  Assist- 
ance" for  fresh  instructions. 

Lieutenant  May  will  proceed  to  Cape  Walker,  first  placing  a  sealed  document  on 
the  N.E.  end  of  Griffiths  Island,  and  Mr.  Herbert  to  Cape  Bunny,  the  latter  leaving  a 
depot  there.  They  will  then  return  via  Assistance  Bay  to  "  North  Star"  and 
"Assistance." 

No  tidings  having  been  heard  of  Captain  CoUinson,  the  duties  of  the  Southern 
Division  under  Commander  PuUen  must  be  carried  out  unless  counter-ordered  by 
Sir  Edward  Belcher. 

I  shall  communicate  with  Captain  Kellett  and  return  immediately. 

All  sledges  passing  eastward  in  want  of  provisions,  will  supply  themselves  from 
this  depot,  leaving  an  account  of  what  they  take  for  my  information. 

All  those  passing  westward  will,  I  presume,  be  fully  victualled  from  the  "  North 
Star,"  and  will  not  have  occasion  to  touch  the  depot  at  Assistance  Bay  ;  they  may 
however  take  pemmican,  leaving  preserved  meat  in  lieu. 

These  are  to  be  considered  as  the  orders  for  all  officers  of  my  division,  and  are  to 
be  copied  by  Mr.  Groves  for  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  information. 

Given  under  my  hand  at  Cape  Hotham,  this  22d  day  of  March  1854. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards. 


Enclosure  7.  in  Enclosure  No.  52,  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter, 

Commander  Richards  to  Captain  Henry  Kellett,  C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  Resolute." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute,"  off  Capo  Cockburn, 
Sir,  April  6th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you  my  arrival  here  to-day  from  Her  Majest3r's 
Ship  "  Assistance"  in  the  Wellington  Channel.  I  am  the  bearer  of  despatches  from 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  and  also  of  the  mails  from  England  by  "  Phoenix"  for  the 
western  division  of  the  squadron  under  your  command. 

I  left  the  "  Assistance"  on  the  22d  of  February,  and  the  "  North  Star"  at  Beechey 
sland  on  the  16th  of  March,  accompanied  by  4  sledges  from  the  "Assistance,  "and 
Ifrom  the  "  North  Star"  ;  two  more  sledges  from  the  "  Assistance"  were  to  follow  me. 

Immediately  on  quitting  Beechey  Island,  Commander  PuUen's  3  sledges  were  en- 
tirely disabled  in  the  heavy  pack,  and  he  returned  for  repairs,  the  remainder  of  the 
division  moving  on. 

3  D  2 
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Commander  Richards's       You  will  perceive  hy  my  iriHtructioriB,  that  one  part  of  my  duty  wa«  to  fvlvari(x- 
Corrc'S])on(lence  witli     depots  of  provisions  up  to  Cape  Cockburn  for  tiie  relief  of  returning  parties  from 
Western  l!)ivision.       your  8lji[)H,  under  the  supjjosition  that  the  "  Resolute  was  still  at  iJealy  inhutd.  On 

  the  21st  of  Mareh  however  I  met  a  sledge  under  Mr.  Court,  aeting  mastfr,  of  the 

"  Investigator,"  and  learned  that  the  "  Resolute"  and  "  Intrepid"  with  crew  of  "  In- 
vestigator" had  wintered  in  the  pack  28  miles  south-west  of  Cape  Cockburn. 

Under  these  circumstances,  and  hearing  from  Mr.  Court  that  you  ha/1  sufficient 
provisions  on  board  to  last  until  May  1855,  and  moreover  that  there  werf^  none  of  the 
crews  who  were  unable  to  travel,  I  considered  that  it  would  be  anunnfjc(issary  expen- 
diture of  time  and  labour  to  carry  out  this  poriion  of  my  orders. 

I  therefore  gave  the  following  directiona  to  the  ofiicers  in  command  of  the  differ- 
ent sledges,  viz.  : — 

Lieutenant  May,  in  the  "  Reliance,"  to  deposit  his  superfluous  provisions  at  As- 
sistance Bay,  and  then  to  proceed,  in  the  execution  of  his  original  instructions  from 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  to  Cape  Walker. 

Lieutenant  Cheyne,  of  "  John  Barrow,"  also  to  deposit  liis  provisions  and  return 
to  "  North  Star"  or  "  Assistance."  Mr.  Herbert  of  "  Success"  to  fill  him.self  up  at 
Assistance  Bay  and  proceed  to  Cape  Bunny,  where  he  would  deposit  a  depot  for  any 
of  Captain  Collinson's  party,  and  return  to  "  North  Star"  or  "  Assistance,"  thus 
ensuring  the  early  fulfilment  of  part  of  that  duty  which  I  coiald  not  feel  certain 
of  being  performed,  owing  to  the  breaking  down  of  Captain  Pullen's  sledges. 

Orders  were  also  left  for  the  sledges  under  Messrs.  Grove  and  Pym  on  their 
arrival  to  deposit  their  provisions  at  Assistance  Bay  and  return. 

The  whole  of  the  depot  would  thus  be  concentrated  at  that  point,  amounting  in 
all  perhaps  to  1,100  rations,  independent  of  your  own  depot  there  already,  and  the 
sledges  be  available  to  carry  out  any  fresh  views  which  the  arrival  of  intelligence 
from  you  on  board  the  "  Assistance  "  might  seem  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher  to  render 
necessary. 

In  my  verbal  communications  with  Sir  Edward  Belcher  before  leaving  the  "  As- 
sistance" he  gave  me  perfectly  to  understand,  that  in  the  event  of  any  emergency 
which  was  not  provided  for  in  my  orders,  I  was  to  act  to  the  best  of  my  own  judg- 
ment ;  and  I  can  only  hope  that  in  adopting  the  course  I  have  done,  your  future 
yiews  or  plans  will  be  in  no  way  deranged. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Geobge  Henry  Richaeds,  Commander, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance.'' 


Enclosure  8.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Captain  Henry  Kellett  to  Commander  G.  H.  Richards,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  Assistance." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  Barrow  Strait, 
Sir,  March  7th,  1854. 

I  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  yesterday's  date,  reporting 
your  arrival  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  under  my  command,  and  your  proceedings 
since  your  departure  from  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance"  on  22d  February  last, 
the  whole  of  which  I  entirely  approve. 

You  have  not  only  not  deranged  in  any  way  my  plans,  but  by  the  adoption  of 
the  measures  you  have  pursued,  you  have  greatly  facilitated  my  arrangements. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Heney  Kellett,  Captain. 


Enclosure  9.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Captain  Henry  Kellett  to  Commander  G.  H.  Richards,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  Assistance." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute." 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  commanding  the  Arctic  Expedition,  having 
placed  the  sledges  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  under  your  orders,  at  my 
disposal,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  j)rovisions  to  such  points  as  I  may  think 
cxj)edic!nt  for  the  rebef  of  Captain  CoUinson,  should  he  meet  with  accident,  and  be 
led  through  those  straits  for  this  purpose  : — 

It  is  my  direction  that  you  leave  this  ship  to-day,  weather  permitting,  and  join 
your  division  of  slcdgc-s ;  having  done  so,  you  will  cause  to  be  completed  the  depot 
at  AssistaiKje  Vy.iy  to  .*]0  days  ])rovisionH  I'or  ()(>  men. 

You  will  also  place  in  the  sjune  position  occu])ied  by  niy  boat,  one  of  the  cutter 
gigs,  a  good  ton-man  slodge,  complete,  as  well  as  the  two  marquoca  belonging  to  the 
"  North  Star." 
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Should  you  on  your  return  meet  any  of  the  sledges  in  advance  of  Assistance  Bay, 
you  ■will  secure  their  provisions  on  the  most  prominent  point,  marking  their  posi- 
tion well. 

You  will  see  that  the  boat  now  at  Cape  Hotham  is  in  perfect  repair,  and  having 
performed  this  service,  you  will  proceed  in  the  execution  of  your  orders  from  Sir 
Edward  Belcher. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  Barrow 
Strait,  Cape  Cockburn,  N.E.  by  K  28',  this  1 2th  April  1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett. 

P.S.  The  paragraph  in  Lieutenant  Pim's  orders  which  directs  that  he  is  not  to  be 
employed  on  detached  service,  unless  by  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  -  orders  or  mine,  is 
hereby  cancelled,  and  Lieutenant  Pirn  is  to  be  considered  available  for  any  sledge 
service  that  may  be  directed  by  the  senior  officer  at  the  "  North  Star." 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute." 


Commander  Richards's 
Correspondence  with 
Western  Division. 


Enclosure  1 0.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Richards  to  Lieutenants  PiM  and  Cheyne,  Mr.  Court,  Acting  Master, 
and  Messrs.  Grove  and  Pym,  Mates,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star." 

By  George  Henry  Richards,  Commander,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  and 
Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

Lieutenant  Cheyne,  Mr.  Grove,  and  Mr.  Pym,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assist- 
ance," will  hold  themselves  in  readiness  for  sledge  service  this  evening,  and  will 
furnish  me  without  loss  of  time  with  a  list  of  their  crews. 

Lieutenant  Pim  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute"  will  also  be  prepared  to  pro- 
ceed to  Cape  Hotham,  in  accordance  with  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  instructions  in  a 
day  or  two,  there  to  take  up  his  station  and  carry  out  the  necessary  duties. 

Mr.  Court,  acting  master  of  the  "  Investigator,"  will  probably  start  at  the  same 
time. 

They  will  therefore  see  that  their  respective  sledges  are  equipped  and  provisioned 
for  the  number  of  days  which  Mr.  Elliott,  clerk  in  charge  of  North  Star,"  has  been 
instructed  to  furnish  them. 

Given  under  my  hand,  this  26th  day  of  1854,  on  board  the  "  North 

Star,"  at  Beechey  Island. 

(Signed)  Geo.  Henry  Richards. 


Enclosure  11.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  RiCHARDS  to  Mr.  J.  B.  Grove,  Mate  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  Assistance." 

Ry  George  Henry  Richards,  Commander,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance," 
Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  with  the  sledges  "  Dauntless" 
and  "  John  Barrow"  (taking  Mr.  Pym  under  your  orders)  to  Assistance  Bay. 

Your  sledges  will  be  each  provisioned  for  ten  days  ;  and  in  addition,  you  will 
carry  eight  empty  half  hogsheads. 

On  your  arrival  at  the  depot,  you  will  secure  the  bread,  at  present  in  bags 
(buried),  in  these  empty  casks,  as  well  as  all  other  provisions  which  are  liable  to 
receive  damage  by  exposure,  or  from  the  attacks  of  bears. 

Lieutenant  Cheyne  will  also  be  directed  to  deposit  casks,  making  13  in  all. 

You  will  not  detain  Mr.  Pym  at  Assistance  Bay,  but  direct  him  to  return  imme- 
diately to  me,  remaining  yourself  to  secure  the  depot ;  and  you  will  perform  this 
service  with  all  the  despatch  in  your  power,  returning  to  "  North  Star"  in  readiness 
to  accompany  the  division  to  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  at  Beechey 
Island,  this  26th  day  of  April  1854;. 

(Signed)      Geo.  Henry  Richards. 


Enclosure  12.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Richards  to  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 

Sledge  "  Owen." 

By  George  Henry  Richards,  Commander,  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance," 
and  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

The  sledge  "  Owen,"  with  a  crew  from  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  having 
been  placed  under  your  charge,  and  being  provisioned  for  13  days  (carrying  as  well 
empty  casks,  which  you  will  drop  at  Assistance  Bay  in  passing)— 
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'ommaiidcr  Richards's       '^^^  "^'^^^  proceed  with  all  despatch  to  Her  Majesty's  Ship  *'  Resolute,"  and  tijere 
(JoiTespondonco  with     place  yours(;lf  under  tlie  orders  of  Captain  Kellott,  or  tlie  senior  officer  present,  for 
Western  Division.       any  service  lie  may  direct. 

  The  ])ighway  to  the  "  Resolute"  is  now  well  marked  by  the  number  of  wledges 

which  liave  traversed  it ;  and  you  will  keep  to  tliis  tliorougliftire,  in  order  that  you 
may  communicate  with  any  parties  wliicli  iriay  he  hound  this  way. 

Should  you  be  detained  by  bad  weather,  and  find  yourself  sliort  of  provisions,  you 
are  at  liberty  to  supply  yourself  from  the  depots,  the  [position  of  which  you  are 
acquainted  with. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  at  Beechey  Island,  this 
26th  day  of  April  1854. 

(Signed)      Geo.  HpjNRr  Richards. 


Enclosure  13.  of  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Richards  to  Lieutenant  May,  Sledge  "  Success." 

By  George  Henry  Richards,  Commander,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance," 
and  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed,  so  soon  as  the  sledges  of  the  "  Assistance" 
shall  have  assembled  at  the  "  North  Star"  (which,  I  anticipate,  will  not  be  later  than 
the  7th  of  May),  to  take  command  of  the  division  ;  and  after  the  crews  shall  liave 
been  24  hours  at  rest  on  board  that  sliip,  you  will  proceed  with  them,  up  the  Wel- 
lington Channel,  to  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  carrying  out  the  following 
instructions : — 

The  sledge  force  under  your  command  will  be  the  "  Reliance,"  of  11  men;  the 
"  Dauntless,"  of  11  men  ;  and  the  "  John  Barlow,"  of  8  men  ;  and  the  service  to  be 
performed  will  be  to  place  tents  at  certain  distances  between  this  and  the  "Assistance," 
as  fixed  habitations  for  parties  passing  up  and  down  the  channel. 

A  tent,  with  2  men  and  10  days  provisions,  will  be  established  by  Commander 
Pullen  at  or  north  of  Point  Innis. 

You  will  leave  the  tent  of  "  Dauntless"  on  the  shore  of  Cape  Bowden,  one  day's 
march  from  Captain  Pullen's  tent.  The  tent  of  "  Reliance"  you  will  place  at  Cape 
Grinnel,  the  extreme  north  point  of  Griffin  Bay. 

The  tent  of  "  Success,"  I  shall  place  myself  in  a  midway  position  between  that 
cape  and  the  "  Assistance,"  probably  at  Helpman  Head. 

You  may  therefore  calculate  on  gaining  shelter  for  a  part  of  your  crews  in  that 
tent  the  night  before  you  reach  the  ship. 

Two  men  are  to  be  stationed  at  each  tent,  with  ten  days'  provisions ;  and  you 
will  give  them  the  most  positive  orders  that  they  do  not  stray  out  of  sight  of 
their  tents,  unless  it  be  to  meet  an  advancing  party.  A  gun  and  ammunition  is 
also  to  be  left  with  each. 

The  following  is  a  list  of  the  men  who  are  to  be  left  in  charge  of  these  four 
stationary  tents : 

Cape  Bowden     -    -    "DauntW  -    {^,t;'™R  -^- 
CapeGrinnen.    -    -    "Reliance"    -    { ^'■XaM ™a.^B°" 

TTplnman  Head    -    -    "Success"     -    J  James  Sinnett,  A.B. 
Jlelpman  ±leaa  buccess  \  Thomas  Copeland,  A.B. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  at  Beechey  Island,  this 
27th  day  of  April,  1854. 

(Signed)      Geo.  Henry  Richards. 


Enclosure  14.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Richards  to  Lieutenant  PiM,  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute." 

By  George  Henry  Richards,  Commander,  Her  Majesty's  Sliip  "  Assistance," 
and  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  it  is  my 
direction  that  you  proceed  in  the  sledge  supplied  by  Commander  Pullen  to  Cape 
Hotham,  establishing  yourself  on  the  spot  occupied  by  the  whale-boat  of  the  "Reso- 
lute," wliere  you  will  set  up  a  marqu(^e. 

Your  general  duties  will  be  to  aid  any  parties  that  may  require  your  assistance, 
and  to  carry  out  any  instructions  tliat  you  may  from  time  to  time  receive  from  Sir 
Edwai'd  ]jel(jlier,  Cuptain  Kellett,  or  any  other  your  superior  officer;  and  you  will 
remain  on  tliis  servietj  until  ^!l(^;lsed  by  pro])cr  n>itIiority. 

You  are  provisioned  I'or  -'iO  days,  and  there  is  a  depot  at  the  boat  of  180  rations. 
Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  North  Star,"  at  Beechey 
island,  this  27th  day  of  April  1854. 

(Signed)      Geo.  Henby  Richards. 
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Enclosure  15.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  Commancler  Richards's 

Con-espondence  with 

Commander  Richards  to  Commander  Pullen,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star/'      Western  Division. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  April  27tli,  1854. 

I  have  to  request  that  you  will  cause  the  surgeon  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  under 
your  command  to  examine  the  crew  late  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Investigator 
and  that  you  will  furnish  me  with  a  list  of  those  men  who  are  considered  fit  for 
extended  or  for  short  service. 

I  have.  &c. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 


Enclosure  16.  in  Enclosure  No.  52.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Richards  to  Commander  Pullen,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star." 

By  George  Henry  Richards,  Commander,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
and  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

It  is  my  direction  that  as  soon  as  you  shall  have  sufficient  force  at  your  disposal, 
and  assisted  by  such  of  the  crew  of  the  "  Investigator  "  as  may  be  in  all  respects  fit 
for  this  short  service,  you  cause  to  be  conveyed  to  Cape  Hotham  one  of  the  cutters 
belonging  to  Her  Majesty's  ship  uuder  your  command,  placing  her  alongside  the 
"  Resolute's"  boat  already  there,  in  accordance  with  Captain  Kellett's  directions 
to  me. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  Beechey  Island,  this  28th  day  of  April  1854. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards. 


Enclosure  No.  53.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  Proceedings  of 

Commander  Pullen  to  Lieutenant  May,  Her  Majestj''s  Ship  "  Assistance,"  ' 
in  charge  of"  Reliance  "  Sledge. 

Bj  William  J.  S,  Pullen,  Esq.,  Commander,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  North  Star." 

It  is  my  direction  that  you  proceed  this  morning  with  all  speed  to 
Assistance  Bay,  and  deposit  there  all  your  provisions,  &c.,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  sutficient  to  bring  you  back  to  this  ship ;  taking  care  that  they  are 
safely  secured  against  the  depredations  of  bears  or  any  other  animals. 
You  will  also  take  a  marquee  (complete)  from  this  ship,  which  you  will 
deposit  with  Captain  Kellett's  boats  at  Cape  Hotham. 

Should  you  meet  with  any  of  your  superior  officers  on  your  route,  you 
will  of  course  obey  all  orders  from  them,  exhibiting  those  under  which  you 
are  acting. 

You  will  report  to  me  prior  to  leaving,  that  your  provisions  for  the 
depot  are  placed  in  secure  casks  and  cases. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  at  Beechey  Island, 
this  2 2d  of  April,  1854. 

(Signed)       W.  J.  S.  Pullen,  Commander. 


Commander  Richards  to  Lieutenant  May,  Sledge  "  Reliance." 

By  George    H.   Richards,    Commander   of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Assistance,"  and  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed,  so  soon  as  the  sledges  of  the 
"  Assistance"  shall  have  assembled  at  the  "  North  Star,"  (which  I  antici- 
pate will  not  be  later  than  the  7th  of  May,)  to  take  command  of  the 
division  :  and  after  the  crews  shall  have  been  twxnty-four  hours  at  rest  on 
board  that  ship,  you  will  proceed  with  them  up  the  Wellington  Channel 
to  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  carrying  out  the  following  instruc- 
tions : — 

The  sledge  force  under  your  orders  will  be  the  "  Reliance,"  of  eleven 
men,  the  "  Dauntless,"  of  eleven  men,  and  the  "  John  Barrow,"  of  eight 
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rrococdings  of        mcn  ;  and  tlic  service  to  be  perfcjrmed  will  be  to  place  tents  at  certain 
liicutciuiut  May.       distances  between  this  and  tl)e  "Assistance,"  as  fixed  habitations  for 
parties  passing  up  and  down  the  channel. 

A  tent,  with  two  men  and  ten  da^s'  provisions,  will  Ijc  esta})lished  at  or 
north  of  Point  Innis.  You  will  leave  the  tent  of  "  Dauntless  "  on  the 
shore  at  Cape  Bowden,  a  day's  inarch  from  Captain  I'ullen's  tent. 

The  tent  of  "  Reliance  "  you  will  place  at  Cape  Grinnell,  the  extreme 
north  point  of  Griffin  Bay. 

The  tent  of  "  Success "  I  shall  place  myself  in  a  midway  position 
between  that  cape  and  the  "  Assistance,"  probably  at  Ilelpman  Head  ;  you 
may  therefore  calculate  on  gaining  shelter  for  a  part  of  your  crews  in  that 
tent  the  night  before  you  reach  the  ship. 

Two  men  are  to  be  stationed  at  each  tent,  with  ten  days'  provisions,  and 
you  will  give  them  the  most  positive  orders  that  they  do  not  stray  out  of 
sight  of  their  tents,  unless  it  be  to  meet  an  advancing  party.  A  gun  and 
ammunition  is  to  be  left  at  each. 

The  following  is  a  hst  of  the  men  who  are  to  be  left  in  charge  of  these 
four  stationary  tents. 

At  or  about  Point  Innis,  Tent  of  the  Star : 
ape  Bowden  -       -       -  "  Dauntless  "  -  {  ^^^Zm^1^]i\b. 

Caioe  GrinneU  -       -       -  "  Reliance  "    -  f  Thomas  Marshall,  Cox.  LauncL 
l.ape  uimneu  rteiiance      -  |         Evans,  A.B. 

•     HplnmaTi  Head        -       -  "  Success       -  i  Thomas  Sinnett,  A.B. 
Helpman  Mead  touccess       "  |  Thomas  Copeland,  A. B. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  this  27th  day  of 
April  1854. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards. 


Lieutenant  May  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

gjj^  Her  Majesty's  Ship,  "  Assistance,"  Winter  Quarters. 

'  May  13th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  in  compliance  with  Commander 
Pullen's  orders  (of  which  I  enclose  you  a  copy),  I  left  the  "  North  Star," 
with  30  days  provisions,  on  the  22d  of  April,  and  proceeded  to  Cz^e 
Hotham,  where  I  left  a  marquee,  and  from  thence  to  Assistance  Bay, 
depositing  220  rations.  Returned  to  the  "  North  Star"  on  the  30th  and 
remained  there  pursuant  to  the  orders  of  Commander  Richards. 

Messrs.  Grove  and  Pym,  having  returned  on  Saturday,  May  the  6th,  from 
Assistance  Bay,  I  left  Beechey  Island  on  the  &th  inst.,  on  my  return  to 
the  "  Assistance,"  in  obedience  to  my  instructions,  with  the  three  sledges, 
"  Reliance,"  "  Dauntless,"  and  "  John  Barrow."  Pitched  the  tent  and  tent- 
gehr  of  "  Dauntless"  and  "  Reliance"  on  Cape  Bowden  and  Cape  Grinnell ; 
leaving  two  men  with  10  days  provisions  for  themselves  in  each,  and 
arrived  here  yesterday  at  noon,  not  resting  at  the  tent  at  Cape  Osborn,  on 
account  of  the  want  of  sleeping  bags  and  tent. 

Since  the  latter  end  of  April  the  weather  has  continued  cold,  with  much 
wind,  and  during  the  week  I  remained  on  board  the  "  North  Star"  we  had 
a  gale  from  the  N.W.,  lasting  three  days,  and  one  from  the  S.E.  for  two. 
The  sky  to  the  eastward  denotes  water,  but  up  to  the  present  time  no 
pigns  of  any  movement  in  the  ice,  either  in  Wellington  Channel  or  in  the 
vicinity  of  Beechy  Island. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)        Walter  W.  May,  Lieutenant. 

Total  weights  on  leaving  the  "North  Star"  with  depot  for  Assistance 
Bay,  on  April  22d,  177-'>lbs.  ;  per  man,  197 lbs. ;  effective  force,  9  men, 

6m  leaving  for  "  Assistance,"  May  8th, — total,  980  lbs  ;  per  man,  108  lbs. : 
effective  force,  9  mcn. 
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Enclosure  No.  54.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  Proceeclings  of  Mr.  Pym. 

Mr.  Pym,  Acting  Mate,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 
May  16tli,  1854 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  journal  of  proceedings  whilst  on  detached 
service,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  Grove,  from  the  l6th  March  1854  to 
the  12th  May  1854. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       F.  W.  Pym,  Acting  Mate. 


Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  to  Mr.  Pym,  Acting  Mate. 

By  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,   commanding  the  Arctic 
Searching  Squadron. 

Blanche  Banner,  "  Bright  Eyes  for  Brave  Hearts." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistanee, 
on;  Feb.  15th,  1854. 

Having  been  selected  to  accompany  the  Western  Searching  Division, 
you  are  hereby  directed  to  place  yourself  under  the  orders  of  Commander 
Richards,  who  will  keep  you  with  him  as  far  as  Assistance  Bay. 

There  you  will  deliver  either  to  the  sledges,  short,  or  place  "  en  cache" 
your  surplus  provisions. 

You  will  then  return  to  the  "  North  Star,"  and  having  rested  there  48 
hours,  proceed  on  to  this  ship,  bringing  any  articles  which  may  be  required 
from  thence. 

The  crew  which  you  command  being  specially  attached  to  my  sledge  or 
boat,  cannot  be  diverted  to  an^  other  service.  I  am  satisfied  that  Com- 
mander Richards  would  not  interfere  with  them,  and  therefore  any  other 
your  superior  will  not  presume  to  do  so.  Should  he  persist,  you  will 
show  him  these  orders,  which  he  will  obey. 

You  will  report  to  me  on  your  return,  in  accordance  with  my  general 
order. 

Wishing  you  every  success  and  a  pleasant  journey,  I.  commit  you  to  the  Hours  travel, 
protection  of  an  overruling  Providence.  7h.  a.m  to  sh.  p.m. 

^.  T  1         ^    XT  '         ,     r-,,  •  A.  Spells,  40  minutes. 

(jriven  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty  s  Ship  "  Assistance,    Rests,  lo^  „ 
this  15th  day  of  February, 

(Signed)       Edward  Beclher,  Captain. 


Lunch,  Ih.  K.B. 


Sledffe  Crew  of  "  Reward.'' 


2.  Thos.  Bond,  ice  quartermaster. 

3.  Ed.  Bex,  H.M. 

4.  Geo.  Wood,  captain  of  hold. 


5.  Christopher  Pond,  caulker. 

6.  Joseph  Graham,  A.B. 

7.  Charles  Smith,  A.  13. 


Cornelius  Fielder,  A.B. 
Sledge  Crew  of  "  John  Barrow." 


2.  Joseph  Oi'gan,  ice  quartermaster. 

3.  Thos.  MeUish,  A.  B. 

4.  Samuel  Walker,  carpenter  s  mate. 


5.  Geo.  Edey,  Bdr.  R.M.A. 

6.  William  M'Arthur,  A.B. 

7.  Geo.  Wicketts,  A.B. 


8.  Geo  Green,  R.M. 

Travelling  Journal,  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Reward." 

Noon  ;  left  the  ship  in  company  with  Mr.  Grove  (mate).    5h.  30m.  p.m.  H^/g^traveUeXs^^ 
pitched  for  the  night.    Weather  very  squally,  E.S.E.,  5.  o.  c.  q.    Distance  Encamped  for  rest, 
made  good,  6  miles.    Had  supper.  ^^"pp^'^  ^"-^ 

5h.  30m.  A.M.  called  the  cook  ;  had  breakfast.    7h.  30m.  packed  and 

,         .    ,  „  '  ^  Eriday,  17th. 

Started  ;  wind  east,  6.  O.  C.  in.  q.  Hours  travelled,  8i. 

8h.  15m.  made  sail,  travelhna;  over  sood  floe,  with  occasional  patches  of  Encamped  for  rest,  uh. 

^      ■.11  1  '  OS  5  r  Stopped  for  lunch  Oh.  45. 

omail  nummoCKS.  ^  Distance  accomplished, lO miles 

1  Ih.  30m.  pitched  for  lunch,  found  the  bacon  too  hard  to  cut ;  lit  the 
fire  to  thaw  it. 

12h.  15m.  started  again  under  sail. 

n.  3  E 
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Proceedings  of*  Mr.  Pyin. 


Saturday,  18th. 
Hours  travelled,  8:|. 
Encamped  for  rest,  1 5li. 
Stopped  for  lunch.  Oh.  45ni. 
Dis.  accomplished,  10  miles. 


Sunday,  19th. 
Hours  travelled,  8^. 
Encamped  for  rest,  1 4^li . 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Ih.  Cm. 
Dis.  accomplished,  1 1  miles. 


Monday  20th. 
Hours  travelled.  8. 
Encamped  for  rest,  14|h. 
Halted  for  lunch,  Ih.  0. 
Dis.  accomplished,  8  miles. 


Tuesday,  21st. 
Hours  travelled,  6. 
Encamped  for  rest,  14^  h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Oh.  30m. 
Dis.  accomplished,  8  miles. 


Wednesday,  March  29th. 
Hours  travelled,  9. 
Encamped  for  rest. 
Stopped  for  lunch.  Oh.  30m'. 
Dis.  accomplished,  6  miles. 


TliurHday  .'iOth. 
HouTH  travelled,  7. 
Encamped  for  rent,  144h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Oh.  4r>m. 
Dis.  accomplished,  7  miles. 


4h.  .30ni.  pitched  for  tbo  night  in  Bcllot  Bay;  having-  made  alwut  JO 
miles  during  tiic  da)'. 

5h  30m.  had  supper  and  turned  in.  Weather  very  tin'ek,  and  lieavy 
drift. 

.30m.  called  the  cook  ;  had  [)reakfast.  7h.  .'iOm,  started  ;  weather 
overcast,  travelling  over  good  floe  ;  wind  east,  .'3.  o.  rn.  s.  Made  sail.  Noon, 
pitched  for  lunch.    The  pork  being  frozen,  had  tea  instead  for  lunch. 

I2h.  45m.  started  under  sail.  Floe  good,  with  occasional  patches  of 
pack. 

5h.  pitched  for  the  night  about  4  miles  to  the  north  and  eastward  of  Cape 
Bowden.  Wind  north  ;  5.  o.  m.  q. 
5h.  30m.  A.M.  breakfasted. 

7h.  30m.  started  under  sail.    Wind  north  ;  6.  o.  m.  q. 
llh.  30m.  pitched  for  lunch.    Had  tea. 

12h.  30m.  started  again  imder  sail.    Wind  N.N.W. ;  6.  o.  c.  rn.  q. 
4h.  4.5m.  pitched  for  the  night.    Distance  made,  about  1 1  miles. 
5h.  30m.  had  supper  and  turned  in. 

5h.  30m.  A.M.  called  the  cook  ;  had  breakfast.  7h.  30m.  packed  and 
started  ;  wind  north,  6.  o.  m.  q.,  ^vith  heavy  drift.  Made  sail,  travelling 
over  good  smooth  floe. 

Noon,  pitched  for  lunch.     Mad  tea. 

Ih.  P.M.  started  again  under  sail. 

2h.  came  to  some  very  rough  pack  off  Point  Innis  ;  shortened  sail.  There 
being  no  good  lead  through  the  hummocks,  the  sledges  were  hauled  on 
shore. 

3h.  commenced  travelling  over  the  heavy  snow  at  the  foot  oi  the  land 
under  sail.    Wind  N.  6.  o.  m.  q. 

4h.  30m.  pitched  for  the  night,  about  1  mile  N.W.  of  Cape  Spencer  on 
the  land.  5h.  30m.  had  supper  and  turned  in.  ^h..  fired  a  rocket.  Dis- 
tance made  about  8  miles. 

5h.  30m.  called  the  cook ;  had  breakfast.  7h.  started  under  sail ;  wind 
variable  and  squally  ;  weather  fine  and  clear.  Travelling  over  old  floe  and 
pack  across  Union  Bay. 

llh.  30m.  halted  for  lunch. 

Ih.  30m.  P.M.  arrived  on  board  the  "  North  Star." 

Received  from  the  "  North  Star  "  to  complete  for  40  days'  provisions — 

-o       ■  aA^\^■L.     f  2  cases  of  4)2  lbs  each. 

Pemmican       -       -       .       .    240  lbs.  |  j^g^^^  ^^^^ 

Bisctiit    -       -       -       -       -  .320 

Bacon  and  Pork       -       -       -    120  f  5°^^' 

[  ±>acon,  60  lbs. 

Chocolate        -       -       .       .  Q 
Rum  6  gals.  27  giUs.,  one  third  concentrated. 
Tea-       -       -  4 lbs.  1  •   v      n  -,      ,  , 
Sugar      -       -  8      j     heu  of  chocolate. 

Herbs  1  bottle. 

TaUow  for  fuel,  120  lbs. 

Five  year  old  canvass  for  wicks. 

7h.  left  the  "  North  Star,"  wind  S.S.E. 

Ih.  b.c.m.,  travelling  over  rough  pack ;  double-banking,  and  moving 
forward  one  sledge  at  a  time. 

12h.  30m.  halted  for  lunch.  Ih.  started  again,  road  improving  ;  weather 
thick  and  overcast. 

4h.  30m.  pitched  for  the  night;  wind  S.S.W.  l.o.  c.  m.  Had  supper 
and  turned  in.    Distance  made,  about  6  miles. 

5h.  30m.  called  the  cook  ;  had  breakfast.  7  packed  and  started ;  weather 
very  thick  and  overcast.  Occasionally  obliged  to  double-bank  the  sledges 
during  the  forenoon.  Hh.  .30m.  a  light  air  sprung  up  from  the  S.E. ;  made 
sail. 

lOh.  wind  freshening.    Noon,  pitched  for  lunch  ;  wind  still  freshening. 
12h.  45m.  started  again  under  sail;  wind  S.E.  8.  o.  m.  q.,  very  heavy 
drift. 

2h.  30m.  pitched  for  the  night.  S.E.  8.  10.  o.  m.  (.[.  with  very  heavy 
drift. 
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4h.  30m.  had  supper  and  turned  in.  Distance  made,  about  7  miles.  _  Proceedingsof  Mr.  Pym. 
5h.  15m.  called  the  cook  ;  had  breakfast.    7h.  packed  and  started  ;  wind 

N.W.  l.b.C.m.  ;  made  sail.  Hours  traveTied 

llh.  30m.  halted  for  lunch.  _  EncampeTfor  r'estTieih. 

12h.  started  ;  wind  north,  2.  b.c.ra.    Travelling  over  good  floe.  stopped  for  lunch,  oh.  som. 

4h.  30m.  pitched  for  the  night ;  wind  north,  4.  b.c.ra.    6h.  had  supper  d.s.  accomplished,  8  miles, 
and  turned  in. 

Distance  made,  about  8  miles. 

5h.  45m.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted.  Saturday,  April  1st,  1854. 

7h.  30m.  packed  and  started;  wind  N.W.  1.  b.c.m.  Hours  travelled,  9  i. 

Noon,  lunched  ;  wind  N.  5.  b.c.m.  with  drift ;  made  sail.  sto^^^ffo/'iLS' oh.^som 

4h.  20m.  sent  all  hands  to  the  "  Dauntless"  to  haul  her  inshore  through  Dis.  accomplished  7  miles, 
some  rough  pack.    4h.  45m.  took  the  crew  of  the  "  Reward"  outside  and 
pitched  the  tent  for  rest,  about  2  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Cape  Hotham. 

5h.  30m.  had  supper  and  turned  in. 

5h.  30m.  called  the  cook;  breakfasted.  traveUer^^  " 

8h.  Mr.  Grove  came  off  from  the  "  Dauntless"  to  assist  to  take  the  Encamped  for  rest.  I  Hove 
"  Reward"  in  shore.    9h.  arrived  on  shore  and  pitched  the  tent.  stopped  for  lunch,    r  to. 

9h.  30m.  gave  all  the  provisions  off  my  sledge,  with  the  exception  of  six      ^''*'°'"P'^  ^  • 
days  for  8  men,  to  the  "  Dauntless." 

Exchanged  Charles  Smith,  Jos.  Graham,  and  Cor.  Fielder,  for  Chris. 
Allen  and  W.  Marshall.  lOh.  Mr.  Grove  parted  company  to  go  to  Assis- 
tance Bay.  Sent  the  sledge  crew  to  assist  the  "Dauntless."  12h.  30m. 
the  men  returned.  Had  lunch  ;  wind  N.  6.  b.  c.  m.  q.,  with  heavy  drift. 
5h.  30m.  had  supper  and  turned  in. 

7h.  called  the  cook;  breakfasted;  wind  N.  4.  b.  c.  m.  q.    9h.  took  the  AprUad. 
bags  and  gear  out  to  air. 

Noon,  had  lunch. 

6h.  had  supper  and  turned  in. 

8h.  wind  shifted  suddenly  to  the  S.W.,  very  squally  wflh  heavy  drift. 

7h.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted.  April  4th. 

lOh.  shifted  the  tent ;  wind  S.W.  8.  o.  m.  q.  s.  with  drift  Noon,  lunched. 

4h.  saw  a  sledge  party  coming  from  the  westward.  4h.  30m.  Mr.  Grove 
arrived  with  the  "  Dauntless"  fi'om  Assistance  Bay.  5h.  had  supper  and 
turned  iu: 

5h.  30m.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted.  April  .5th. 

8h.  packed  and  started.    8h.  30m.  made  sail ;  wind  W.S.W.  5.  o.  m.q.,  EncirpTrfSreL" 

heavy  drift.  stopped  for  lunch,  oh.  30m. 

Noon,  lunched.    3h.  saw  a  bear  approaching  the  sledges  ;  halted  to  allow  i>is.  accomplished,  12'. 
him  to  come  up.    3h.  20m.  shot  the  bear ;  saw  a  dog  sledge  approaching 
from  the  eastward ;  Mr.  Hamilton  joined  company.    3h.  45m.  pitched  for 
the  night.    5h.  had  supper  and  turned  in. 

In  taking  the  double-barrelled  gun  off  the  sledge,  the  stock  was  broken. 
Distance  made,  about  12  miles.  April  eth 

5h.  30m.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted;  wind  S.W.  3.  o.  m.  q.    7h.  30m.  Hours  travelled,  12. 
started  under  sail ;  Mr.  Hamilton  parted  company.  Encamped  for  rest, ^i5|. 

Noon,  pitched  for  lunch  ;  weather  clearing  up  fast,  and  wind  dying  away,  pj^^'accompii'shed',  le  mOes. 
Ih.  started  again,  steering  for  the  south  end  of  Beechey  Island. 

3h.  Richard  Bex  (R.M.)  complained  of  cramp  in  the  stomach,  made  him 
fall  out  from  the  drag  ropes  and  walk  astern  of  the  sledge.  5h.  Richard 
Bex  became  worse,  and  could  not  walk  without  great  pain  ;  double  manned  April  7th. 

the  "  Reward"  to  take  him  to  the  "  North  Star."  7h.  30m.  arrived  on  board 
the  "  North  Star."    Distance  made,  about  I6  miles. 

Sent  the  sledge  crew  out  to  assist  in  bringing  the  "  Dauntless." 

Keceived  from  the  "  North  Star  "  to  complete  to  30  days  ])rovisions. 

lbs.  oz. 

Biscuit     -       -       -       -       -       -       -       -  200  0 

Preserved  Meat  -1960 

Pemmican-       -       -       -       -       -       -       -  240 

Bacon  and  Pork        -       -       -       -       -       -75  0 

Preserved  Potato       -       -       -       -       -       -25  0 

Tea  ---------      6  4 

Sugar       ------- ^15  10 

gals,  gills. 

Rum  48 

3  E  2  ^ 


Proceodingfj  of  Mr.  Pym. 


April  13th. 


April  14tli. 
Hours  travelled,  7h.  30m, 
Encamped  for  rest,  1 5Ali. 
Stopped  for  lunch.  Oh.  30m 
Dis.  accomplished,  6'. 


April  15th. 
Hours  travelled,  8. 
Encamped  for  rest.  IJ^li. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Oh.  ROm.' 
Dis.  accomplished,  9  miles. 


April  16th. 
Hours  travelled,  9. 
Encamped  for  rest,  14:^h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Oh.  30ni. 
Dis.  accomplished,  8  n.iles. 


April  17th. 
Hours  travelled,  8. 
Encamped  for  rest,  Hih. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  1  h. 
Dis.  accomplished,  7'. 


April  18tli. 
Hours  travelled,  71- 
Kncamped  for  ruHt,  1  Gli. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Oli.  .'lOin, 
Dig.  accompliHlied,  7'. 


Hours  tr;i v<;ll<:d, 
Encampfid  for  ri'.sf,  l.'jih. 
Ktoppwl  for  Inncli. 
Dis.  accomplitthed,  6  > 
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ibx,  02. 

Tobacco    -       -       "       -       -       -       -       -5  5^ 

Onion  Powder  -------0  4 

Pepper  if 

Salt  2  1 

MuHtard  I  <H- 

Cayennc    -        -        -        -        -        -        -        .      ()  ti 

Portable  Soups  -------6  0 

Herbs  2  bottles. 

For  Fuel. 

Whale  Oil  75  lbs. 

Wicks. 

Old  Canvas  4.  yarfls. 

To  rruike  and  repcdr  tra/udWag  boots. 
Canvas     --------      ^  yarda. 

Leather    -       -------8  lbs. 

Twine 

9h.  left  the  "  North  Star"  in  compapy  with  Mr.  Grove ;  wind  N.W.  1.  b.c. 
about  2  miles  from  the  ship,  on  entering  some  hmnmocks,  the  "  Reward" 
broke  down,  carrying  away  all  the  uprights  of  one  runner.  Pitched  the  tent 
and  returned  to  the  "  North  Star"  to  have  the  sledge  repaired  ;  when  the 
sledge  broke  down,  my  glass  was  broken  to  pieces. 

The  sledge  being  repaired,  at  9h.  a.m.  started  from  the  "  North  Star"  in 
company  with  Mr.  Grove.    Noon,  lunched  ;  wind  very  variable,  3.  b.  c.  m. 

3h.  pitched  for  the  night. 

Distance  made,  about  6  miles. 

4h.  30m.  had  supper  and  turned  in. 

5h.  the  "  Enterprize"  sledge  arrived  and  pitched. 

4h.  30m.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted. 

6h.  30m  packed,  and  started  under  sail,  steering  direct  for  Cape  Hotham. 
wind  S.E.  2.  b.  c.  m. ;  travelling  through  rough  hummocks,  with  a  good 
deal  of  soft  snow. 

1  Ih.  30m.  halted  for  lunch.    Noon,  started  again  ;  wind  freshening. 

2h.  got  clear  of  the  hummocks. 

4h.  pitched  for  the  night. 

Distance  made,  about  9  miles. 

5h.  30.  had  supper  and  turned  in. 

4h.  30m.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted. 

6h.  30m.  packed,  and  started  under  sail ;  wind  S.E.  3.  0.  c.  7h.  saw  a 
tent  pitched  about  3  miles  to  the  south  and  west ;  found  it  to  be  a  sledge 
belonging  to  the  "  North  Star,"  returning  from  Assistance  Bay.  1  Ih.  30m. 
lunched.  Noon,  started  again  under  sail,  weather  clearing  up.  3h.  30m. 
pitched  for  the  night. 

Distance  made,  about  8  miles. 

5h.  had  supper  and  turned  in.    ^Vind  S.E.  3.  b.  c.  m. 

4h.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted. 

6h.  started  ;  wind  N.E.  1.  o.  c.  m.  s. 

Uh.  lunched. 

Noon  ;  started  again. 

2h.  30m.  sent  all  hands  to  the  "  Dauntless,"  and  took  her  in  shore.  3h.  Om. 
arrived  on  shore  with  the  "  Dauntless." 

Pitched  the  tents,  and  went  out  to  bring  the  "  Reward"  in.  4h.  "  Reward" 
arrived  on  shore ;  5li.  had  supper,  and  turned  in ;  9h.  30in.  Commander 
M'Clintock  came  up  with  a  dog-slcdgc,  on  his  way  to  the  "North  Star." 
Distance  made,  about  6  miles. 

6'h.  called  the  cook  ;  8h.  packed,  and  started  E.N.E. ;  3.  o.  in.  s.  Noon, 
lunched. 

I2I1.  .30m.  stnrted  ;  weatlier  clearing  up;  saw  two  bears  tracks  during 
the  afternoon.   4h.  pitched  for  the  night.    Distance  made,  about  7  miles. 
Wind,  E.N.E. ;  3,  b.  c.  m.  _ 

4h.  40in.  liad  supper,  and  turned  in.     On  opening  a  41b.  tin  of  roast 
beef,  foiMid  it  to  be  i)art]y  rotten,  and  not  fit  for  use. 
Gh.  called  the  cook;  breakfasted. 

7h,  30m.  packed,  and  started  under  sail  ;  wind,  E.N.E.,  5  b.  with  drift. 
Travelling  over  good  lloe,  with  occasional  patches  of  hummocks. 
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llh.   arrived  at  Assistance  Bay.    Pitched  the  tents,  and  lunched;  pre-  Proceedings  of  Mr. Pym. 
pared  the  depot  for  burying. 
5h,  had  supper,  and  turned  in. 

6h.  30m.  A.M.  called  the  cook ;  breakfasted ;  buried  the  depot, 
llh.  30m.  lunched. 


Fuel  :- 


Buried  in  Depot  at  Assistance  Bay, 

Biscuit  ------ 

Pemmican       _       _       _       _  - 

Preserved  Meats      _       _       -  - 
Bacon  and  Pork  - 
Preserved  Potato     -       _       -  - 
Tea       -       -       -       -  - 

Sugar  ------ 

Rum 

Mustard  ------ 

Salt       -----  - 

Pepper  ------ 

Cayenne-       _       _       -       -  _ 
Tobacco  ------ 

Onion  Powder        _       _       -  _ 
Herbs  ------ 

-Whale  Oil  (in  an  Edwards'  Potato  Tin) 
Canvas  wicks  ----- 


April  20tli. 
lbs. 

-  163 

-  45 

-  106 

61  54-lbs.  bacon  tins. 

-  20 

5 

-  l^ 

gals,  gills. 

3  12|-  in  lemon  juice  jar. 

oz. 
12 
0 

6 
2 


April  20th. 
Hours  travelled.  "] 
Encamped  for  rest.  I 
Stopped  for  lunch,  j 
Dis.  accomplished.  J 


Hove  to. 


lbs, 

0 

1 

0 
0 
4 
1 

1  „ 
58  lbs. 

3  dozen 


o 

bottle. 


In  a  wooden  case  : — Bread,  pemmican,  ullage  of  bacon,  and  all  small  stores. 

Noon,  saw  2  tents  pitched  about  3  miles  to  the  westward ;  went  out  to 
communicate  with  them  ;  found  them  to  be  two  sledges  from  the  "  Investi- 
gator," under  the  command  of  Lieutenant  H  aswell  and  Mr.  Payne. 

5h.  had  supper,  and  turned  in. 

Calm,  b.  c.  Opened  a  four-pound  tin  of  roast  beef,  and  found  it  to  be 
unfit  for  use. 

6h.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted. 
8h.  packed,  and  started.    Calm,  b.  c. 

lOh.  30m.  saw  a  party  approaching  from  the  eastward;  llh.  met 
Mr.  Herbert,  on  his  way  to  Assistance  Bay ;  1  Ih.  halted  for  lunch ;  weather 
getting  very  overcast  and  misty. 

Noon,  started;  wind  W.S.W.  1.  o.  m.  s. 

5h.  30m.  saw  a  bear  coming  from  Commander  Richards'  depot ;  pur- 
sued him,  but  unable  to  get  a  shot  at  him  ;  5h.  45m.  pitched  for  the  night ; 
6h.  20m.  had  supper,  and  turned  in. 

5h.  45m.  called  the  cook ;  breakfasted. 

7h.  30m.  packed,  and  started;  wind,  N.N.E.  1.  o.  m.  s. ;  lOh.  30m. 
wind  freshening,  and  weather  clearing,  made  sail. 
Noon,  halted  for  lunch  ;  N.W.  3  b.  c.  m. 


12h.  45m.  started  again,  under  sail ;  N.N.E. 


3  b.  c.  m. 


4h.  15m.  pitched  for  the  night ;  5h.  30m.  had  supper,  and  turned  in. 
4h.  30m.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted. 

6h.  30m.  packed  and  started;  wind  N.N.E.  3  o.  m.  c. ;  llh.  30m 

observed  two  parties  approaching  from  Beechey  Island. 

1  Ih.  45m.  halted  for  lunch ;  Mr.  May  and  Mr.  Shellabear  came  up 
wind  N.N.W.  3  b.  c.  m.  ;  12h.  45m.  started  under  sail. 

4h.  pitched  for  the  night ;  5h.  had  supper,  and  turned  in. 

4h.  30m.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted. 

6h.  30m.  packed,  and  started ;  wind  N.N.E.  3  b.  c.  : 
coming  from  the  westward ;  7h.  Lieutenant  Pim,  Mr 
Dr.  Armstrong  joined  company. 

12h.  30m.  arrived  on  board  the  "  North  Star." 

Received  from  the  "  North  Star"  10  days  provisions  complete  for  8  men. 
9h.  P.M.  started  from  the  "North  Star,"  in  charge  of  the  sledge  "John 
Barrow." 

9h.  45m.  saw  2  parties  approaching  from  the  westward ;  lOh.  Com- 
mander M'Clure  came  up  with  2  sledges,  on  his  way  to  the  "  North  Star." 
Oh.  20m.  A.M.  lunched. 
2h.  A.M.  pitched  for  rest ;  S.E.  1  o.  c. 

3E  3 


saw  3  vsledges 
Cheyne,  and 


April  21st. 

Hours  travelled,  8^. 
Encamped  for  rest. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Ih.  Om. 
Dis.  accomplished,  12'. 


April  22d. 

Hours  travelled,  8^. 
Encamped  for  rest,  13fh. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Oh.  45m. 
Dis.  accomplished,  12  miles. 


April  23d. 

Hours  travelled,  8^. 
Encamped  for  rest,  U^h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Ih.  Om. 
Dis.  accomplished,  13'. 


April  24th. 

Hom-s  travelled,  5. 

Dis.  accomplished,  6  miles. 


April  26th  and  27th. 
Hours  travelled,  4f . 
Encamped  for  rest. 
Stopped  for  lunch.  Oh.  15'. 
Dis.  accomplished,  5'. 


(    406  ) 


Proc(i()(liiigs  of  Mv.  Pym. 

April  27th  and  28th. 
Hoiii-s  tivivflled,  8. 
Encamped  for  rest,  ICA  1). 
Stopped  i'or  luncli,  Oli.  .'ioni. 
Dist.  accomplished,  10'. 


April  28th  and  29th. 
Hours  travelled,  7. 
Encamped  for  rest,  IS^h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Oh.  .'iOni 
Dis.  accomplished,  9'. 


April  29th  and  .30th. 
Hours  travelled,  8. 
Encamped  for  rest,  1  Gj^h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Oh.  :jOin. 
Dis.  accomplished,  10'. 

April  30th  and  May  1st. 
Hours  travelled,  6^. 
Encamped  for  rest,  I4^h. 
Stopped  for  lunch. 
Dis.  accomplished,  8'. 


•  Hove  to. 


May  2d. 
Hours  travelled.  ] 
Encamped  for  rest. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  i 
Dis.  accomplished.  J 

May  2d  and  3d. 
Hours  travelled,  6^. 
Encamped  for  rest. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Oh.  30m. 
Dis.  accomplished,  8'. 


May  3d  and  4th. 
Hours  travelled,  7. 
Encamped  for  rest,  17^h. 
Stopped  for  lunch.  Oh.  30m. 
Dis.  accomplished,  12'. 


May  4th  and  .^th. 
Hours  travelled,  7. 
Encamped  for  rest,  17|ih. 
Stopped  for  lunch.  Oh.  .'jOm. 
Dis.  accomplished,  10'. 

May  .'ith  and  0th. 
Honrs  travelled, 
PJncamped  for  rest,  ].5ifh. 
Stopped  for  lunch.  Oh.  .'50m. 
Dis.  accom/diBlicd,  1 1'. 


M;iy  fitli  und  9th. 
IloiirH  liavelk'd,  4^. 
Krieam  ped  for  rent, 
Stopjii'd  for  lunch, 
Jjidt,  accoiiipliHiicd,  8'. 


heavy 
S.S.E. 


2  o.  m.  s. 


lih.  had  supper,  aiu)  turned  in. 

4h.  ITjin.  ealled  the  eook ;  l)reakfasted, 

6h.  3()jn.  paeked  and  started;  made  sail;  S.S.E,  3  o.  c. ;  llh.  30ra. 
halted  for  lunch. 

Midnight,  started;  wind  S.E.  5  o.  c. 

3h.  A.M.  pitched  for  rest. 

4h.  had  supper,  and  turned  in. 

4b.  30m,  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted. 

6h.  30m.  packed  and  started  ;  Mr.  May  came  up,  on  his  way  to  the 
"  North  Star;"  wind  S.S.E.  2  o.  m.  s. 

1  Ih.  halted  for  lunch ;  weather  very  thick  and  overcast,  with 
snow  ;  2h.  pitched  for  rest ;  3h.  had  supper,  and  turned  in  ;  wind 
7  o.  m.  s. 

4h.  45m.  called  the  cook;   breakfasted;  wind  W.S.W. 
6h.  30m.  packed  and  started;  llh.  halted  for  lunch, 
llh.  30m.  started;  wmd  W.  1  o.  m.  s. 
3h.  A.M.  pitched  for  rest ;  4h.  had  supper,  and  turned  in. 
3h.  30m.  called  the  cook ;  breakfasted. 
.5h.  30m.  packed,  and  started. 

( Calm ;  o.  c.b. )  ;  midnight,  arrived  in  Assistance  Bay  ;  pitched  the  tent. 
Had  lunch,  and  turned  in. 

Noon,  dug  the  depots  up,  and  arranged  them  for  putting  in  casks. 

2h.  P.M.  had  supper,  and  turned  in ;  wind  variable ;  o.  c.  q. 

Exchanged  tea  and  sugar  for  3lbs.  of  chocolate  paste,  and  deposited  one 
day's  provisions  for  8  men  in  depot. 

9h.  Mr.  Jenkins  (mate)  arrived  with  a  sledge  from  the  "  North  Star," 
on  his  way  to  the  "  Resolute." 

llh.  30m.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted. 

2h.  A.M.  all  hands  turned  out,  and  commenced  shifting  the  bread  and 
small  stores  from  bags  into  casks. 

3h.  30m.  buried  the  depot ;  wind  N.W.  6  o.  c.  q. 
and  turned  in. 

4h.  45m.  P.M.,  called  the  cook ;  breakfasted. 

Wind  east ;  1  b.c. 

7h.  packed  and  started  ;  wind  N.W.  6  b.  c.  q. 
llh.  30m.  halted  for  lunch  ;  N.W.  6.  8.  b.  c.  q. ; 
2h.  pitched  for  rest;  3h.  30m.  had  supper,  and  turned  in. 
Wind,  N.N.E.  7-  9-  b.  c.  m.  q. 
3h.  30m.  called  the  cook ;  breakfasted. 
Wind  N.  5.  9'  b.  c.  q. ;  7h.  30ra.  left  the  sledges,  in  company  with 
Mr.  Grove,  to  communicate  with  Lieutenant  Pym  at  Cape  Hotham. 
Midnight,  rejoined  the  sledges. 

Oh.  20m.  made  sail ;  Ih.  the  "  Reward"  capsized,  and  carried  away  the 
sheers  ;  took  the  sail  in,  and  made  fast  astern  of  the  ^'  Dauntless." 

Wind  N.W.  5.  9-  b.  c.  q. ;  2h.  pitched  for  rest ;  3h.  had  supper,  and 
turned  in. 

3h.  20m.  Mr.  Court  came  up  with  a  boat,  on  his  way  to  Cape  Hotham 
and  pitched  alongside  of  our  tent. 

3h.  30m.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted. 

Wind  N.W.  5.  10.  b.  c.  q.,  with  heavy  drift ;  7h.  30m.  started,  in  tow  of 
the  "  Dauntless  ;"  1  Ih.  halted  for  lunch  ;  rigged  a  pair  of  sheers,  and  cast 
off  from  the  "  Dauntless  ;"  made  sail ;  wind  dying  away  ;  3h.  pitched  for  rest. 

N.W.  5  o.  m.  ({. 

4h.  15m.  called  the  cook;  breakfasted. 

6h.  45m.  packed,  and  started ;  wind,  N.W.  4  o.  q. 

llh.  lunched;  llh.  30m.  started  again;  .3h.  pitched  on  Beechey  Island, 
about  500  yards  from  the  "  North  Star;"  wind,  very  variable  and  squally; 
5h.  30m.  had  supper,  and  turned  in ;  wind,  N.W. ;  2,  b.  c.  m. 

lOh.  turned  out,  and  went  on  board  the  "  North  Star." 

Received  from  the  "  North  Star"  5  days  provisions  for  8  men. 

9h.  15rn.  left  the  "North  Star,"  in  company  with  "Reliance"  (Lieut. 
May)  and  "Dauntless"  (Mr.  Grove,  mate);  made  sail;  wind  S.E. ; 
7  to  9  o.  m.  q.  s.,  with  heavy  drift. 

Midnight,  wind  very  squally;  took  the  sail  in  ;  travelling  over  smooth  old 


6h.  A.M.  had  supper 


with  heavy  drift. 


(    407  ) 


floe  and  pack  in  Union  Bay.  2h.  pitched  for  rest,  on  Point  Innes.  3h,  had 
supper  and  turned  in.    Wind  moderating  shghtly. 

3h.  45m.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted, 

6h.  30m.  packed,  and  started ;  wind,  S.E.  1  b.  c. 

llh.  halted  for  lunch  ;  E.S.E.  1  b.  c. 

1  Ih.  30h.  started  again,  under  sail. 

Ih.  30m.  A.M.,  saw  a  marquee  pitched  off  Cape  Bowden;  communicated 
with  Mr.  A  Hard  (master),  on  his  way  to  Beechey  Island ;  2h.  shortened 
sail;  wind  N.W.  4  b.  c.  m. ;  4h.  pitched  for  rest;  N.E.  3  o.  m.  s ; 
5h.  30m.  had  supper,  and  turned  in ;  exchanged  Thomas  Mellish,  A.B., 
for  Charles  Smith,  A.B.,  as  per  order,  from  Mr.  Allard. 

4h.  45m.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted. 

7h.  packed,  and  started ;  N.W.  3  o.  m.  c. 

Midnight,  halted  for  lunch. 

Oh.  30m.  started  again  ;  4h.  30m.  pitched  for  rest ;  5h.  30m.  had  supper, 
and  turned  in  ;  wind,  N.W.  1  b.  c.  m. 
8h.  called  the  cook  ;  breakfasted. 
lOh.  45m.  packed,  and  started;  calm,  o.  m.  s. 

4h.  pitched  for  lunch,  about  1^  miles  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Osborn, 
N.E.  1  o.  m.  s.  q. 

6h.  45m.  started ;  made  sail ;  N.E.  4  b.  c.  m.  q. 

7h.  15m.  sledge  capsized;  shortened  sail,  and  proceeded;  JOh.  30m. 
observed  the  ships. 

1  Ih.  30m.  A.M.  arrived  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance." 

Statement  of  Weights. 


From  Beeehey  Island  to  Cape  Hotham  : 

Mean  weight,  1,682  lbs. 

Effective  force,  7  men. 

Mean  weight  per  man,  240  lbs. 

Number  of  days  out,  4. 

Number  of  days  home,  2. 

Total  number  of  hours  travelled, 
52  h.  5  m. 

Stopped  for  lunch,  3  hours. 

Estimate  distance  travelled,  56  miles. 

Mean  travelling,  daily,  9-  miles. 
From  Beechey  Island  to  Assistance  Bay  : 

Mean  weight,  1,347  lbs. 

Effective  force,  6  men. 

Mean  weight  per  man,  22  4  lbs. 

Number  of  days  out,  5^. 

Number  ui'  days  home,  3|. 

Total  number  of  hours  travelled, 
77  h.  40  m. 

Stopped  for  lunch,  4  h.  30  m. 

Estimated  distance  travelled,  88  m. 

Mean  travelhng  daily,  9^. 


Proceedings  of  Mr.  Pym. 


May  9th  and  \()tli. 
Hours  travelled,  9. 
Encamped  for  rest,  IG^li. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Oh.  30m. 
Dist.  accomplished,  12'. 


May  10th  and  Uth. 
Hoars  travelled,  9. 
Encamped  for  rest,  l;jh. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  Oh.  30m. 
Dist.  accomplished,  12'. 


May  nth  and  12th. 
Hours  travelled,  10. 
Encamped  for  rest,  IS^^h. 
Stopped  for  lunch,  2h.  40m. 
Dist.  accomplished,  20'. 


"  J  ohn  Barrow,"  April  26th  : 

Total  weight,  1,106  lbs. 

Effective  force,  7  men. 

Mean  weight  per  man,  158  lbs. 

Number  of  days  out,  4-^. 

Number  of  days  home,  4. 

Total  number  of  hours  travelled,  62^. 

Stopped  for  lunch,  3|. 

Estimated  distance  travelled,  83  m. 

Mean  travelling  daily,  9i  miles. 
From  "North  Star"  to  Her  Majesty's 
Ship  "Assistance"  : 

Total  weight,  677  lbs. 

Effective  force,  7  men. 

Mean  weight  per  man,  97  lbs. 

Number  of  days  out,  4. 

Total  number  of  hours  travelled,  32|. 

Stopped  for  lunch,  8  h.  45  m. 

Estimated  distance  travelled,  54  m. 

Mean  travelling,  daily,  1 miles. 


Enclosure  No.  55.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  Proceedings  of 

Mr.  Grove,  Mate,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance,"  Wellington  Channel, 
Sir,  May  17th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclose  you  the  journal  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge 
the  "  Dauntless,"  from  April  13th  to  May  Uth  inclusive. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J  as.  Blair  Grove,  Mate. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Dauntless." 

Left  the  "  North  Star"  in  company  with  the  "  Reward,"  Mi".  Pym.    In        Apriiisth,  1854. 
going  over  the  hummocks  outside  of  Beechey  Island,  the  "Reward"  broke  WindN.w.  ib.c. 
down,  carrying  away  the  whole  of  her  starboard  supporters ;  unloaded  her, 
being  impossible  properly  to  repair  her  where  she  was,  and  returned  to  the 
"  North  Star,"  leaving  the  "  Dauntless"  and  gear  of  the  "  Reward"  behind. 
Reached  the  "  North  Star"  at  Ih.  p.m. 

3  E  4 
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April  14  til. 

Wind,  variable. 

Distance  travuUctl,  71i.  .'iOin. 

Luncli,  ;iOin. 

April  15th. 
WindS.E.  3.  b.c. 
Distance,  9  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  8. 
Lunch,  Oh.  30m. 

April  16th. 
Wind  S.E. 
Distance,  10  miles.. 
Hours  travelled,  9. 
Lunch,  Oh.  30m. 

April  17  th. 

Wind  variable,  3.  com. 
Distance,  8  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  10. 
Lunch,  Oh.  SOra. 


Left  the  "  Noilli  Star"  at  71).  a.m.  with  tlie  "  llevvard."  8h.  reached  the 
"Dauntless,"  and  packed  the  "  Reward,"  Lunched  at  noon.  3h,  pitclied 
the  tent  outside  the  liurnrnocks.  5h.  the  "  I'lnterprize"  arrived,  and  j:)itched 
alonj.5side  of  us. 

6h.  '.iOm.  packed  and  started  under  sail,  steering  for  (Jape  Hotharn  ; 
sled<2;e  going  over  apiece  of  old  floe,  huinniocky,  with  soft  snow.  Lunched 
at  noon,  and  pitched  at  4h.  p.m. 

6h.  30m.  started  under  siiil.  7h.  ol)served  a  tent  pitched.  9h.  com- 
municated with  Mr.  Jenkins  and  sledge  party  from  "  INortli  Star."  Noon, 
lunched,  and  pitched  at  4h.  p.m.  Captain  of  tlie  sledge  reported  having 
seen  three  ptarmigan  ;  fired  at,  but  did  not  succeed  in  killing  any  of  them. 

Started  at  6h,  a,m,,  steering  for  Cape  Hotliatn.  Lunched  at  noon.  .31j. 
double-banked  the  "  Dauntless,"  and  took  her  into  the  land  over  the 
hummocks  ;  pitched  the  tents,  and  sent  the  hands,  except  the  two  cooks, 
to  bring  the  lleward"  in.  4h.  30m,  "  lleward"  arrived.  5h.  had  supper. 
9h.  p.m.  Commander  M'Clintock  arrived  at  our  tents,  with  the  dog  sledge 
and  one  hand,  and  gave  me  the  following  orders ; — 


April  18th. 
Wind,  E.N.E.  4.  c.  m. 

Distance,  9  miles. 
Hoars  travelled,  8. 
Lunch. 

April  19th. 
Wind,  E.  N.E.  5  to  6.  b. 
Distance,  3  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  4. 

April  20th. 
Wind  calm,  o.  b.  c. 


April  21st. 
Wind  calm,  o.  c.  m.  s. 
Distance,  12  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  9. 
Lunch,  1  hour. 

April  22d. 
Wind  N.N.E.  3.  b.  c.  o. 
Distance,  12  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  9- 
Lunch,  Oh.  30m. 

April  23d. 

Wind  N.N.W.  3.  b.  c 
Distance,  13  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  yli.  10m. 
Lunch.  Oh.  30m. 

April  24tli. 

Wind  N.N.E.  3.  b.  c. 
Wind  N.N.E.  .3.  b.c.m. 
Distance,  0  miles. 


"  To  Mr.  Gp.ove  and  Parties  under  his  Orders. 

At  Cape  Ilotham,  Monday,  17tli  April,  IH'A. 

"  By  the  direction  of  Captain  Kellett  (of  which  I  am  the  bearer),  you 
will  deposit  the  provisions  with  which  you  are  laden  at  Assistance  Bay, 
and  return  to  the  "  North  Star,"  to  await  the  orders  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 

(Signed)       "  F.  L.  M'Clintock,  Commander, 

"  Her  Majesty's  Ship  '  Intrepid.'  " 

Started  at  8h.  a.m.  for  Assistance  Bay.  Lunched  at  noon,  and  pitched 
at  4h.  p.m. 

Started  at  7h.  30m.  a.m.,  under  sail,  and  reached  the  depot  in  Assistance 
Bay  at  llh.  15m.;  pitched  the  tents,  and  had  lunch.  Ih.  arranged  the 
depot, — "  Dauntless,"  220  rations ;  "  Reward,"  l63  rations.  .5h.  30m. 
had  supper. 

Buried  the  depot,  and  lunched  at  llh.  30m.  a.m.;  Henry  Jones  suffering 
from  snow  blindness.  Noon,  observed  two  tents  pitched  about  three  miles 
from  the  land ;  took  all  hands  out,  except  the  cooks,  to  offer  them  any 
assistance ;  found  they  were  a  party  from  the  "  Resolute,"  under  the  com- 
mand of  Lieutenant  Haswell.  Assisted  them  at  the  drag-ropes  for  about 
four  miles,  and  supplied  them  with  3  tins  of  concentrated  soups,  110  rationa 
of  tea  and  sugar,  and  l61bs  of  tallow  for  fuel.  Returned  to  the  sledges  at 
5h.  p.m.,  and  had  supper. 

Breakfasted,  and  left  the  depot  .at  7h.  30m.,  proceeding  towards  Cape 
Hotham.  llh,  met  Mr.  Herbert  on  his  way  to  Assistance  Bay;  pitched 
the  tent,  and  had  lunch.  Proceeded  at  12h.  ;  saw  a  bear.  Pitched  under 
Cape  Hotham  at  5h.  30m.  p.m.,  and  had  supper. 

Breakfasted,  and  started  at  7h.  30ra.  a.m.  lOh.  made  sail.  Noon, 
lunched.  4h.  30ra.  observed  a  black  object  on  the  floe,  which  I  took  for 
the  bear's  carcase  ;  steered  for  it,  found  it  to  be  only  a  pemmican  tin ; 
pitched  alongside  of  it. 

Started  at  6h,  20m.  Found  the  bear  at  9h. ;  took  a  load  of  40  lbs.  on 
each  sledge,  for  the  use  of  the  dogs  at  "  North  Star."  Halted  for  lunch  at 
1  111.  30m.  Noon,  met  Messrs,  May  and  Shellabear,  with  two  sledges, 
4h.  pitched. 

6h.  30m.  packed  and  started;  observed  three  sledges,  joined  company; 
found  them  to  be  Lieutenants  Pim  and  Cheyne,  and  Dr.  Armstrong. 
Arrived  on  board  the  "  North  Star"  at  llh.  30m.  a.m. 


Statement  of  Weights. 


Yrom  Bcecliey  Island  to  Assistance  Bay  : 
M(!an  •weiffht,  I  ,<Sb't  ll),s, 
Eff(,'C!tive  i'orcv.,  !)  m(!U, 
Mean  weif.fl)t  per  iiuvii,  209  lbs. 
"N  iinilicr  of  (lays  out,  T)  J,. 
Niiiiilici'  of  (lays  lioiuc. 


Total  nvimher  of  lioiirs  travelled, 

77  h.  40  111, 
Stopped  for  luncheon,  4  h.  30  m. 
Estimated  distance  travelled,  88  m. 
Mean  tiavellino',  diiily,  9/,-  niiles. 
Niinibcv  ol"  diiys  victuaJled  for,  80, 

'.VM)  rations. 
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Commander  Richards  to  Mr.  J.  Blaiu  Grove,  Mate,  Her  Majesty's  Mr^x^Bkh^Grove 

Ship  "  Assistance."   

By  Commander  Richards,  Commander  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assist- 
ance," and  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

You  are  hereby  required  and  directed  to  proceed  with  the  sledges 
"  Dauntless"  and  "  Reward,"  taking  Mr.  Pym  under  your  orders,  to  Assist- 
ance Bay.  Your  sledges  will  be  each  provisioned  for  10  days;  and  in 
addition,  you  will  carry  eight  empty  half-hogsheads. 

On  your  arrival  you  will  secure  the  bread  (at  present  buried  in  bags)  in 
these  empty  casks,  as  well  as  all  other  provisions  which  are  liable  to  receive 
damage  by  exposure  or  by  the  attacks  of  bears. 

Lieutenant  Cheyne  will  also  be  directed  to  deposit  2  casks,  making  1 
in  all. 

You  will  not  detain  Mr.  Pym  at  Assistance  Bay,  but  direct  him  to 
return  immediately  to  me,  remaining  yourself  to  secure  the  depot ;  and  you 
will  perform  this  service  with  all  the  despatch  in  your  power,  returning  to 
"  North  Star"  in  readiness  to  accompany  the  division  of  sledges  to  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  at  Beechey  Island, 
this  26th  day  of  April  1854. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards,  Commander, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 


Left  the  "  North  Star"  at  9h.  p.m.,  in  company  with  the  "  Reward,"  Mr. 
Pym.  On  rounding  Beechey  Island,  observed  two  sledge  parties.  lOh. 
communicated  with  Commander  M'Clure,  who  was  on  his  way  to  the 
"  North  Star."  Midnight,  lunched.  Reached  and  passed  the  hummocks 
at  2h.  A.M.    Pitched  the  tent ;  had  supper. 

Breakfasted  and  started  at  6h.  p.m.  ;  made  sail.    Midnight,  lunched. 

3h.  A.M.  pitched,  and  had  supper. 

6h.'  30m.  packed  and  started.  Mr.  May  arrived  with  sledge  party, 
en  route  to  the  "  North  Star."  1  Ih.  halted  for  lunch.  Proceeded  again 
at  llh.  30m.  under  sail;  weather  bad,  blowing  fresh,  vv'ith  heavy  snow 
drift.    Pitched  at  2h.  a.m. 

6h.  30m.  packed  and  started,  llh.  lunched,  and  again  proceeded  at 
1  Ih.  30m.  ;  snow  falling. 

4h.  pitched,  and  had  supper. 

Started  at  5h.  30m.  p.m.  Reached  the  depot,  pitched,  and  lunched,  at 
2h.  a.m.  ;  in  consequence  of  the  cold,  made  the  men  get  into  their  })ags. 

Noon,  dug  the  depots  out,  brought  them  all  to  one  spot,  and  sorted 
them  for  stowage  in  casks ;  deposited  8  rations  complete  from  Mr.  Pym's 
sledge  ;  blowing  fresh  from  the  N.W.,  very  squally.  9h.  30m.  Mr.  Jenkins 
and  party  arrived  from  "North  Star,"  en  route  for  the  "Resolute,"  and 
pitched  alongside  of  us.    llh.  had  breakfast. 

Employed  stowing  the  bread  in  casks,  and  also  small  stores,  such  as  tea, 
sugar,  potatoes,  &c.  &c.  Managed  to  get  all  the  bread  into  the  casks, 
with  the  exception  of  four  bags  of  bread ;  these,  however,  I  had  put  into 
the  best  baffs  I  had,  and  had  them  stowed  between  the  row  of  casks  and  on 
the  top  of  the  fuel  and  meats,  so  as  to  protect  them  from  any  damp  arising 
out  of  the  ground  or  snow  melting.  Made  a  most  excellent  and  secure 
depot,  by  placing  all  the  casks  ("  Resolute's"  and  ours  included,  mustering 
in  all  24)  on  end  in  a  large  square  hole,  two  feet  deep,  so  as  to  form  a 
square. 


Apra  26th. 
Wind  S.E.  1.  CO. 
Distance,  6  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  4h.  40ni. 
Lunch,  Oh.  20m. 

April  27th. 
Wind  S.S.E.  5.  CO. 
Distance,  10  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  8h.  30m. 
Limch,  Oh.  30m. 

April  28th. 
Wind  S.S.E.  6.  to  7.  o.m.s. 
Distance,  10  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  7. 
Limch,  Oh.  30m. 

April  29th. 
Wind  W.  1.  o.m.s. 
Distance,  10  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  9. 
Lunch,  Oh.  30m. 

April  30th. 
"♦Vind,  variable. 
Distance,  7  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  6. 

May  1st, 


May  2d. 


PRESERVED  IV1EA7S, 
S 


§    rUEL    §  FUEL 


PRESERVED  (ViEATS. 


o 
o 


II. 
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May  2d  and  3d. 
Wind  N.E.,  7.  to  9.  c.q.m. 

I3istance,  8  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  6. 
Lunch,  Oh.  40m. 

May  .'id  and  4th. 
Wind  N.  W.  7.  to  9.  c.m.q. 
Distance,  12  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  7h,  30ni. 
Lunch,  Oh.  30m. 


May  4th  and  5th. 
Wind  N.W.  5.  to  9.  c.  q. 
Distance,  11  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  7h.  30m, 
Lunch,  Oh.  30m. 

Ma.y  5th  and  6th. 
Wind  IV.N.W.  b.  c.q. 
DistaT.te,  10  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  8. 
Lunch,  Oh.  30m 


Filled  this  up  with  gravel ;  placed  the  pemmican  and  bacon  tins  on  top  of 
the  casks ;  and  on  top  of  all  four  large  cases  of  bread,  containing  224  lbs. 
each;  anfl  placed  on  top  of  this  a  staff  and  flag-.    6h.  hud  supper. 

7h.  puci'ccd  the  sledge;  parted  company  witij  Mr.  Jenkins,  having  pre- 
viously given  him  11  rations  of  everything,  llh.  J30m.  lunched,  blowing 
very  frcsli,  with  heavy  snow  drift.  Proceeded  at  midnight,  but  compelled 
to  pitcli  at  Ih.  30m.  a.m. 

6h.  packed  the  sledge,  and  started.  7h.  communicated  with  Lieutenant 
Pirn,  at  Cape  I Totham ;  blowing  very  heav)-,  with  snow  drift.  Rejoined 
the  sledges  at  midnight.  Ih.  "  Reward"  carried  away  both  masts;  t<;ok 
her  in  tow,  and  proceeded,  steering  to  Beechey  Island.  2h.  pitched,  and 
had  supper.  3h.  20m.  Mr.  Court  and  party  arrived  with  a  boat,  bound  for 
Cape  Uotham,  and  pitched  alongside  of  us. 

Started  at  7h.  p.m.  ;  blowing  very  fresh,  with  heavy  drift ;  took  the 
"Reward"  in  tow.  1  Ih.  pitched  the  tent,  and  rigged  a  pair  of  spars  for 
the  "  Reward,"  with  tent  pikes.  Lunched ;  cast  off  the  "  Reward,"  she 
making  sail.    3h.  pitched  ;  had  supper. 

6h.  30m.  started  under  sail.  llh.  lunched,  and  pitched  at  3h.  a  m.  on 
Beechey  Island,  abreast  of  the  "  North  Star ;"  had  supper.  Went  on  board 
the  "  North  Star"  at  lOh.  a.m.  and  reported  the  arrival  of  the  sledge  party. 


Statements  of  Weights,  fcc. 


From  Beechey  Island  to  Assistance  Bay  : 
Mean  weight,  1,499  lbs. 
Effective  force,  9  men. 
Mean  weight  per  man,  167  lbs. 
Number  of  days  provisioned  for,  11 
days  ;  110  rations. 


Number  of  days  out.  4^. 
Number  of  days  back,  4. 
Total  number  of  hours  travelled,  65. 

„  „  for  luncheon,  4. 

Estimated  distance  travelled,  83  m. 
Mean  travelling  daily,  9  miles. 


May  6th. 
Wind  S  E.  8.  to  9.  o.ni.q.s. 

Distance,  1 1  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  5. 
Lunch,  did  not  stop. 


May  9th. 
Wind  IT.E.  2.  to  4.  o.m.s. 

Distance,  14  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  lOh.  30m. 
Lunch,  Oh.  30m. 


May  lOth. 
Wind  N.W.  1.  to  3.  o.m.s. 
Distance,  12  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  8. 
Lunch,  Oh.  30m. 


May  nth. 
Wind  N.E.  1.  o.m.s. 
Distance,  21  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  lOh.  30m. 
Lunch,  2h.  45m. 


9h.  left  the  "  North  Star,"  in  company  with  "  Reliance,"  Lieutenant 
May,  "  Reward,"  Mr.  Pym.  9h.  15m.  made  sail;  wind  from  the  S.E., 
accompanied  with  heavy  drift.  Midnight,  shortened  sail,  in  consequence 
of  the  heavy  old  floe  in  Erebus  and  Terror  Bay.  2h.  pitched  on  Point 
Innes.    3h.  had  supper. 

5h.  packed  the  sledges  and  started ;  after  clearing  the  hummocks  off 
Point  Innes,  made  sail.     llh.  lunched,    llh.  30h.  proceeded.    At  Ih. 
observed  a  marquee  pitched  off  Cape  Bowden  ;  communicated  with  Mr. 
Allard,  on  his  way  to  the  "  North  Star."    4h.  pitched  on  the  floe  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  from  Cape  Bowden. 

7h.  packed  and  started,  steering  for  Cape  Bowden ;  halted  alongside  the 
ground  hummocks,  and  took  the  tent  gear  and  cooking  apparatiis  on  shore, 
pitched  the  tent,  and  left  Henry  Jones,  A.B.,  and  Walter  Marshall  in 
charge  of  stores,  with  ten  days  provisions — 20  rations.  8h.  30m.  pro- 
ceeded. Midnight,  lunched.  4h.  15.  Halted,  and  rigged  a  tent  with  sails, 
between  Mr.  May's  and  Mr.  Pym's ;  had  supper. 

lOh.  30m.  packed  and  started,  Mr.  May  leaving  his  tent  and  gear  behind. 
4h.  stopped  the  sledges,  and  went  on  shore  to  lunch  in  the  tent  that 
Mr.  Herbert  had  left.  6h.  45m.  Started,  having  left  our  bags  in  this  tent. 
lOh.  30m.  saw  the  ships,  llh.  30.  arrived  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Assistance." 


Statement  of  Weights. 


From  "  North  Star  "  to  Assistance  : 
Mean  weight,  1,044  lbs. 
Mean  weight  per  man,  104 lbs. 
Number  of  days  provisioned  for,  70 
rations. 


Number  of  days  out,  4|^. 

Total  number  of  hours  travelled,  34. 

„  „    for  luncheon,  3h.  45m. 

Estimated  distance  travelled,  58  m. 
Mean  of  travelling  daily,  14^  miles. 


OiJSEiivATioNS  on  the  State  of  the  Ice  in  the  Wellington  Channel. 

The  floe  l)etween  Beechey  Island  and  Assistance  Bay  appears  to  be 
young  ice,  with  the  exception  of  a  large  piece  of  old  floe,  about  two  miles 
long,  in  the  middk*  of  the  Wellington  (Jhannel.  Heavy  ground  hummocks 
ext(!nd  from  (.ape  Ilotham  to  Assistance  Bay,  with  tidal  cracks. 

Did  not  see  any  open  water. 
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Enclosure  No.  56.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter.  Mr.  Allard. 


DWARD  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  to  Mr.  Allard,  Master,  (Additional,) 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 

^A  Copy  of  the  Orders  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Enterprize. " 
By  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  commanding  the  Arctic  Sauadron. 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  proceed  with  all  dispatch  in  command  of  the 
sledge  "Enterprize,"  stopping  at  the  different  fixed  rendezvous ;  or  proceed- 
ing 12  miles ;  if  nothing  should  be  noticed  beyond  the  first,  in  such  case 
using  your  marquee. 

Your  first  stage  will  only  advance  you  to  the  first  tent,  where  you  will 
rest  or  not,  as  the  weather  may  appear  propitious  or  otherwise,  and  your 
crew  in  a  fit  condition. 

On  arrival  at  "  North  Star"  you  will  deliver  the  letters  entrusted  to  you, 
as  directed,  take  receipts  for  all  you  deposit,  sign  for  all  supplies,  and  after 
24  hours  rest  return  to  the  "  Assistance,"  by  which  time  Lieutenant  May 
will  have  completed  the  chain  of  tents. 

Should  you  meet  the  sledge  in  which  Mellish  is  you  are  to  exchange  him 
for  one  of  my  crew  (Smith),  and  take  him  back,  as  a  bad  character,  to  the 
"  North  Star,"  bringing  back  on  your  return  the  cooper. 

You  will  specially  examine  all  cracks  in  your  progress,  and  inform  me  of 
any  traces  of  motion,  particularly  on  the  in-shore  ice,  on  your  return. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance " 
this  7th  day  of  May  1854. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher,  Captain, 

Commanding  Arctic  Squadron. 


List  of  Equipment  for  Sledges  with  their  Weights.—  Her  Majesty's  Sledge 

"  Enterprize." 


No.  lbs. 

1.  Tent  and  brush  ;  spare  line  for  lashing,  do.        -  -  142 

2.  Sleeping  bags  ---------77 

.3.  Buffalo  robe  and  cover 

4.  Waterproof  and  canvas  bottoms  _____ 

5.  Cooking  apparatus  complete      ______  20 


6.  Axe        -       -  _ 

7.  Pick 

8.  Spade     _       _  _ 

9.  Boat-hook 

10.  Tin  cylinders  for  cairn 

11.  Sundry  bag 


12.  Ammunition  bag     -       ___-___  10 

13.  Medicine  box  -        -       --       -___.  7 

14.  Knapsacks,  clothes,  washing  traps,  spectacles,  and  crape      -  250 

16.  Instruments  and  journal  -____. 

17.  Sledge  and  wooden  bottom       ------  2IO 

18.  Boarding  pikes  for  tent,  bamboos,  and  pemmican  axe         -  30 
Provisions  for  7  days       -------  931 

1  Double  barrel  gun         -       __---_  10 

1  Single,  Hudson  Bay     -       -       -       -       -       -       -  10 


997 

Weights  on  sledge — plank        ------  40 

Cases,  Nos.  4,  5,  6,  7        -       -       -       -       -       -       -  515 

Bag  containing  boots  -  __-_-_  70 
Small  case       -       -_______  40 


Total  weights     -       -       -  1,662 


3  F  2 
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Proceedings  of  Crew  of  Her  Majesty 'h  Sledge  "  l^ntei-prize." 


Names. 

Hank  or  Rating. 

Age. 

Mr.  J.  H.  Allard  - 

Master   -       -       -  - 

30 

Joseph  Abbott 

Ice  Quar. -Master,  Captain 

of  Sledge     _       .  _ 

40 

Charles  Smith 

A.B.       .       -       -  - 

24- 

James  Graliam 

)>        _       -  - 

27 

Cornelius  Fielder  - 

>)        _       -  — 

28 

James  McCartney  - 

Robert  M' Con  nick  - 

Private,  R.M. 

29 

Robert  TJrquhart 

;)            5>           ~           ~  " 

28 

Simon  Dix     -       -  - 

}>            }>           ~           '  ~ 

23 

Henry  Deller  -       -  - 

Ship's  Cook    -       -  - 

34 

Jolm  Clark    _       -  - 

Gun-room  Steward  - 

38 

EXCHAXGES. 

Charles  Smith  from  "  Euterprize"  to  "  John  Barrow." 
Tliomas  Mellish  from  "  John  BaiTOw"  to  "  Enterprize." 


Mr.  J.  H.  Allard,  Master,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Ordered  at  10  A.M.  19th  May]  ^  ^^^^ 
Delivered  at  7  p.m:.      „  J 

H.M.  Steam  Vessel    Pioneer,"  Wellington  Channel, 
Sjj.,  May  19tb,  18-54. 

1  have  the  honour  to  report  my  arrival  on  board  Her  Majesty's  steam 
vessel  "  Pioneer,"  and  also  to  report  the  proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  sledge 
"Enterprize,"  under  my  charge,  between  the  7th  and  17th  days  of  May, 
1854. 

On  Sunday  afternoon,  about  3  o'clock,  I  left  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  As- 
sistance," and  proceeded  to  the  southward,  towards  the  encampment  south 
of  Cape  O shorn ;  weather  overcast  with  snow,  with  a  moderate  breeze 
from  the  southward.  On  my  arrival  at  the  first  encampment  I  found  a 
tent,  two  tent  keepers,  and  1 1  blanket  bags  ;  I  added  two  bags  w^hich  I  had 
on  my  sledge,  making  in  all  13.  Here  I  arrived  at  about  9h.  p.m..  and 
started  towards  Cape  Grinnell,  the  next  day,  Monday  8th,  at  noon,  taking 
with  me  1 1  blanket  bags  for  the  use  of  my  sledge  crew ;  passed  through 
two  or  three  small  patches  of  pack,  following  a  sledge  track  through ;  at 
oh.  P.M.  lunched ;  9h.  30m.  passed  Cape  Grinnell,  looked  carefully  for  a 
tent  there,  but  observing  none  proceeded  on  until  lOh.,  and  encamped 
about  a  mile  south  of  it,  raising  the  marquee  which  I  had  on  sledge.  The 
wind  during  this  day's  march  was  S.  to  E.S.E.,  force  4  to  6,  over- 
cast with  snow.  Number  of  hours  travelled,  9^;  distance,  12  miles. 
Tuesday  9th.,  breakfasted  and  away  at  noon ;  wind  northerly,  1  b.  m.  s. 
Winding  our  way  through  a  patch  of  pack,  two  or  three  miles  wide,  after 
which,  for  the  remainder  of  the  day,  we  had  a  good  Hoe.  5h.  p.m.  stopped 
half  an  hour  to  lunch.  Wind  S.E.  2  c.  m.  Proceeded  on  until  lOh., 
when  we  encamped  nearly  a  mile  south  of  Cape  Bowden,  having  first  ascer- 
tained there  was  no  tent  on  the  point  for  us.  Wind  east,  3  c. ;  hours  tra- 
velling, 9^  ;  distance  made,  13  miles.  About  3h.  30m.  a.m.  W"ednesday, 
10th,  Lieutenant  May  came  to  my  tent  on  his  way  to  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Assistance,"  and  inlbrined  me  he  was  in  pursuance  of  his  orders  going 
to  complete  the  chain  of  tents ;  I  reported  there  was  a  tent  a  little  to  the 
southward  of  Cape  OsboiTi,  but  that  I  had  taken  bags  for  my  own  party 
from  it,  and  he  would  find  only  two  there,  which  were  for  the  tent  keepers. 
Charles  Smith  was  exchanged,  and  I  took  Thomas  Mellish  in  his  place,  as 
(lirectefl  in  the  orders  I  received  before  leaving  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Assistance."  Having  breakfasted,  we  started  at  noon  this  day  (Wednes- 
day 10th),  with  a  fresli  breeze  from  the  N.W.,  sledge  under  canvas,  and 
gomg  with  hilt  little  exertion  to  the  crew  ;  floe  very  good ;  stopped  half 
an  hour  to  lunch  at  511.  p.m.,  and  then  proceeded  towards  Point  Innes  ;  wind 
moderating ;  at  7h.  commenced  moving  among  the  hummocks  of  ice, 
keeping  as  close  in  shore  as  possible ;  Qh.  landed  on  Point  Innes,  after  a 
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very  heavy  drag  over  the  snow  bank  on  the  point.  Encamped  at  9h.  30m,  Proceedings  of 
having  been  travelling  9  hours,  and  made  15  to  16  miles  in  distance.  Mr.Allard. 

Thursday,  11th,  I  was  again  away  at  noon.  Whilst  getting  under 
weigh,  Mr.  Osborn  (Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,")  passed,  and 
informed  me  he  was  proceeding  to  place  a  tent  on  Point  Innes.  I  pro- 
ceeded on  towards,  and  kept  close  under  Cape  Spencer,  after  passing 
which  I  kept  close  to  the  land  for  some  distance  ;  stopped  about  10  minutes 
to  lunch ;  crossed  Union  Bay,  and  arrived  on  board  "  North  St£r"'  about 
5h.  P.M. ;  delivered  the  despatches  entrusted  to  my  care  ;  wind  N.W.,  4. 
o.  m.  s. ;  travelled  4|h.  and  made  7  to  8  miles. 

Friday  12th,  unloaded  sledge,  drew  44  rations  from  the  "  North 
Star,"  and  prepared  for  leaving  on  my  return  to  the  "  Assistance,"  that 
evening,  but  was  unable  to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  suffering  from  snow 
blindness.    Dr.  Ricards  applied  some  vinum  opii. 

On  Saturday  evening,  the  13th,  my  eyes  were  sufficiently  well  to  enable 
me  to  leave  for  "  Assistance at  8h.  30m.  p.m.,  left  the  "  North  Star ;" 
wind  N.W.  5.  b.  c.  m. ;  lunched  at  llh.,  and  arrived  at  Point  Innes  about 
Ih.  A.M.,  Sunday  ;  found  a  tent  there ;  two  tent  keepers  ;  all  gear  correct, 
except  blanket  bags,  of  which  there  was  but  4 ;  my  party  did  not  require 
the  use  of  the  bags  belonging  to  this  encampment,  as  we  still  retained  those 
we  had  used  going  to  the  southward ;  travelled  4  hours,  and  made  about  8 
miles  in  distance. 

At  5h.  P.M.  Sunday  14th,  left  Point  Innes,  on  my  way  to  Cape  Bowden; 
found  the  ice  off  the  point  much  better  for  travelling  over,  since  it  had  been 
levelled ;  lOh.  lunched  ;  proceeded,  and  arrived  at  the  Cape  Bowden  encamp- 
ment at  2h.  A.M.  on  Monday ;  found  two  tent  keepers,  and  tent  gear  all 
correct,  except  bags,  at  which  place  I  left  1 1  bags  that  I  had  taken  from 
the  encampment  south  of  Cape  Osborn,  on  my  way  to  the  southward ;  wind 
N,  to  W.  4  to  1  b.  c.  ;  8^  hours  travelling,  and  made  about  16  miles. 

Left  Cape  Bowden  on  Monday  15th,  at  5h.  30m.  p.m.  ;  and  at  about 
6h.  30m.  I  met  Mr.  Herbert,  proceeding  towards  the  encampment  I  had 
lately  occupied  ;  we  exchanged  sledges,  as  he  said  his  worked,  and  he  was 
afraid  of  its  breaking  down.  He  showed  me  his  orders  relative  to  exchang- 
ing Simon  Dix,  private,  R.M,,  and  taking  one  of  the  men  from  the  Cape 
Bowden  encampment,  in  his  place  ;  sending  the  former  man  to  the  Serjeant's 
encampment  at  Little  Cape  Bowden.  I  waited  until  Walter  Marshall,  A.B., 
joined  me  from  the  encampment  I  had  lately  left ;  Mr.  Herbert  also  in- 
formed me  that  the  two  tent  keepers,  viz.,  Thomas  Marshall  and  WiUiam 
Evans,  who  were  at  Cape  Grinnell,  were  to  return  to  the  "  Assistance"  with 
me.  On  arriving  at  Cape  (jrinnell  at  2h.  30m.  Tuesday  morning,  I  found 
a  tent,  and  12  blanket  bags ;  wind  N.W.  2  to  6  b.  c.  q ;  travelled 
8|  hours,  and  made  12  miles. 

Tuesday,  l6th.  Lieutenant  May  and  Doctor  Lyall  arrived  at  Cape 
Grinnell  this  evening,  before  I  started,  at  4h.  30m.  ;  shortly  after  which  I 
passed  his  sledge.  From  this  encampment  Thomas  Marshall  and  William 
Evans  joined  my  sledge;  I  also  took  from  this  encampment  the  12  blanket 
bags,  as  Lieutenant  May  told  me  he  had  brought  on  with  him  the  bags  that 
were  at  the  Cape  Osborn  encampment,  which  he  intended  leaving  at  Cape 
Grinnell ;  at  lOh.  lunched  ;  arrived  at  the  Cape  Osborn  encampment  about 
11  o'clock  on  Wednesday  morning  the  17th;  wind  northerly,  lto2b.  c.  m; 
travelled  8  hours,  and  made  about  1 1  miles. 

Wednesday,  17th,  at  llh.  30m.  started  for  the  "Assistance;"  wind 
S.W.  2.  b.  c. ;  and  arrived  alongside  about  3h.  p.m.,  having  travelled 
3^  hours,  and  made  about  7  to  8  miles. 

At  this  last  encampment  I  left  12  bags,  which  1  brought  on  from  Cape 
Grinnell. 

The  ice  the  whole  distance  between  the  "  Assistance"  and  "  North 
Star,"  over  which  I  travelled,  appears  to  be  perfectly  safe,  neither  holes  nor 
water  to  be  seen  on  the  floe,  nor  any  symptom  rendering  it  unsafe  for  a 
loaded  sledge  to  pass  over ;  the  snow  is  much  softer  than  it  was  10  days 
since ;  but  in  no  place  did  I  find  any  signs  of  water  on  or  making  its  way 
through  the  floe. 

3F  3 
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ProcnodiiiffH  of  A  bear  passcfl  whilst  wc  were  eiicainped  at  Cape  Bowden  ;  one  ball  wag 

Mr.  Alhud.  i]red  at  it,  when  it  made  off';  the  wolf  has  also  been  in  company  with  us. 


Number  of  hours  travelling  to  the  southward     -       -  '.iHk 
„  . .        „       to  the  north  ward        -    -  24| 

'j"otal     -       -       -  hours. 

Number  of  miles  out  55 

„  returning  55 

Total     -       -    -  110  miles. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J.  H.  Allard,  Master 

and  Officer  of  Sledge. 


Wind,  3h.  p.m.  S.,  4.  o.  s. 
8h.  P.M.  S.,  4.  o.  s. 

No.  of  hours  travelling,  6li. 
Estimated  distance  travelled, 
mUes. 

Monday,  8tli  May. 
Wind,  noon,  S.  6.  o.  s. 
6li.  P.M.  S.E.  4.  o.  m. 
9h.  P.M.  E.S.E.  3.  o.m. 
Hours  travelling,  9  ^. 
Estimated  distance,  12  miles. 


Tuesday  9th. 
Wind,  noon,  N.,  1 .  b.  m.  S. 
6h.  P.M.  S.E.  2.  o.  m. 
9h.  P.M.  east,  3.  c. 
Hours  travelling,  9i. 
Estimated  distance,  13  miles. 


Wednesday  10th. 
Wind,  noon,  N.W.  7.  o.  ni. 
6h.  P.M.  5.  o.  m. 
9h.  P.M.  4  o.  m.  s. 
Hours  travelling,  9. 
Estimated  distance,  1-5  to  16 
miles. 


Thursday  1 1th. 
Wind,  noon,  N.W.  4.  o.  m.K. 
'111.  I'.M.  W.N.W.  1.  o.  m.  s. 
iloui-K  travelled,  4/,. 
Estimated  distance,  7   to  8 
inilcH. 

I'otal  number  of  miles  out, .').';. 


Mr.  J.  H.  Allard,  Master,  and  Officer  of  Sledge,  to  Sir  Edward 

Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

An  Account  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Enter- 
prize,"  between  Sunday  May  7th,  and  Wednesday  17th,  1854. 

Mr.  Allard  returned  ^h.  P.M.  May  I7th    1  , 
Report  delivered  lOli.  5m.  a.m.  May  19th  J  ^ours. 
Report  ordered  to  be  delivered  in  12  or  at  extreme  in  24  hours. 

Left  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance"  at  .3h.  p.m.,  and  proceeded  towards 
Beechey  Island ;  arrived  at  the  encampment  south  of  Cape  Osborn  at  9h. 
P.M.,  where  we  found  tent  and  gear  all  correct  for  1 1  men  ;  added  two  sleep- 
ing bags  for  the  tent  keepers. 

Noon,  having  breakfasted,  packed  up  and  proceeded  to  the  southward 
towards  Cape  Grinnell ;  much  snow  drift ;  passed  through  two  or  three 
small  patches  of  pack,  following  a  sledge  track  through.  5h.  p.m.  lunched. 
9h.  30m.  passed  Cape  Grinnell,  looked  carefully  for  a  tent,  but  observing 
none  there,  proceeded  on  until  lUh.,  and  encamped  about  a  mile  south, 
raising  a  marquee  which  I  had  on  the  sledge  ;  had  supper,  tea,  &c.,  making 
use  of  11  sleeping  bags  which  I  had  taken  from  the  first  encampment. 

Called  the  cook  at  9h.  30m.,  breakfasted  and  away  at  noon ;  wending 
our  way  through  a  patch  of  pack  about  2  to  3  miles  in  breadth,  after  which 
for  the  remainder  of  the  day  we  had  a  good  floe ;  5h.  p.m.  stopped  half  an 
hour  to  lunch,  after  which  we  proceeded,  and  encamped  at  lOh.,  nearly  a 
mile  south  of  Cape  Bowden,  having  first  ascertained  there  was  no  tent  on 
the  point  for  us  ;  had  supper,  &c. 

About  3h  30m.  a.m.  Lieutenant  May  came  to  my  tent  on  his  way  to 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  and  informed  me,  he  was  in  pursuance 
of  his  orders,  going  to  complete  the  chain  of  tents  ;  I  reported  there  was  a 
tent  a  little  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Osborn,  but  that  I  had  taken  bags 
for  my  own  party  from  it,  and  he  would  find  only  two  there,  which,  were  for 
the  tent  keepers.  Charles  Smith  (A.B.)  was  exchanged,  and  I  took 
Thomas  Mcllish  in  his  place,  vide  orders.*  At  9h.  30m.  called  the  cook, 
and  was  away  at  noon ;  sledge  under  canvas  and  going  with  but  little 
exertion  to  the  crew,  floe  very  good.  5h.  p.m.  lunched,  wind  moderating. 
7h.  commenced  moving  among  the  hummocks  off  Point  limes,  keeping  as 
close  m  shore  as  possible,  which  road  I  found  the  best.  9h.  landed  on  Point 
Innes  after  a  very  heavy  drag  over  the  snow  bank  on  the  point.  9h.  30m. 
encamped  about  half  a  mile  beyond  it ;  supper,  tea,  &c. 

llh.  30ni.  A.M.  breakfasted,  and  away  at  noon;  whilst  getting  under 
weigh,  Mr.  Osborn  (  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star")  passed,  and  in- 
formed me  he  was  proceeding  to  place  a  tent  on  Point  Times.  I  proceeded 
on  and  kept  close  in  under  Cape  Spencer,  after  which  I  kept  close  to  the 


*  Most  offlcerK  wonl'l  say,  "  In  i-onipliancr  with  your  orders. 
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land  for  some  distance ;  stopped  about  10  minutes  to  lunch,  crossed  Union  Proceedings 
Bay,  the  Spit,  and  arrived  on  board  "  North  Star"  about  5h.  p.m.  ;  delivered  Mr.  Allard 

despatches  entrusted  to  my  care ;  myself  and  crew  rested  that  night  on 
board. 

Unloaded  sledge  ;  drew  44  rations  from  the  "  North  Star,"  and  prepared  rnday  i2tii. 

for  leaving  on  my  return  to  the  "  Assistance"  that  evenhig,  but  was  unable  broliJhtTn't^toSen'Siir 
to  do  so,  in  consequence  of  suffering  from  snow  blindness.    Dr.  Ricards  orders. 
applied  some  vinum  opii. 

My  eyes  were  sufficiently  well  to  enable  me  to  leave  for  Her  Majesty's  Saturdayiath.andSundayuth. 
Ship  "  Assistance."    8h.  SOra.  p.m.  left  the  "  North  Star."    llh.  lunched,  M^/„-lh^[5^'^^^7o^;^^- 
and  Ih.  A.M.  Sunday  morning  arrived  at  Point  Innes ;  found  a  tent  there,  sh.  a.m. 4.0. m. ' 
two  tent  keepers,  all  ffear  correct,  except  blanket  bags,  of  which  there  were  i^'ours  travelled,  4. 

1     ,    .      T     1   ^      '       ,p  '  ^  ^  '  Estimated  distance,  8  miles. 

but  4  ;  had  supper,  &c. 

2h.30m.  P.M.  called  the  cook.  4h.  30m.  breakfasted.  5h.  proceeded  Sunday  MtL  and  Monday  1 5th. 
to  the  northward;  found  the  ice  much  better  for  travelling  over  since  it  ^^r^'v^w*^^";'''^'*^" 

'  •  /-N  Midnight,  W.,  2. b.c.  m. 

had  been  levelled.     lOh.  lunched;  arrived  at  Cape  Bowden  at  2h.  A.M.  ;  3h.  A..,  1.  b.  c.  m. 
found  two  tent  keepers  and  tent ;  in  this  tent  I  deposited  the  11  sleeping  Est|^)^aterte\^ance*i6miies 
bags  I  had  been  using  since  I  left  the  ship  ("  Assistance";  on  my  way  to 
the  southward  ;  had  supper,  &c. 

2h.  30m  .p.M  called  the  cook ;  breakfasted;  left  Cape  Bowden.  At  5h.  30m.  Monday  isthand  Tuesday  i6. 
met  Mr.  Herbert  (mate).    At  6h.  30m.  exchanged  sledges,  as  he  said  his  sh  p.m.  wind, k 2. to 6. b.c. 
worked,  and  he  was  afraid  of  its  breaking  down  ;  he  showed  me  his  orders  mil^if  n.  2.*to^5.'b.\^q. 
relative  to  exchanges,  &c.,  and  informed  me  that  Walter  Marshall,  A.B.,  Hours  travelled,  8^. 

,         ,  .,1*^        o         in         T>       J       i.     ^■u  J  i.t,  i-  t^-  T^•      Estimated  distance,  12  miles. 

was  to  return  with  me  irom  Cape  Bowden  to  the  ship,  and  that  Simon  Uix 
(P.R.M.)  was  tojoin  the  serjeant  at  Little  Cape  Bowden,  and  that  Thomas 
Marshall,  A.B.,  and  William  Evans,  A.B.,  tent  keepers  at  Cape  Grinnell, 
were  to  reurn  to  the  ship  also  with  me.  I  waited  for  Walter  Marshall 
to  ioin,  and  sent  Simon  Dix  to  the  Serjeant's  encampment.    1  Oh.  lunched.  „    ,      ,      ,  , 

01     r,/-K  •      1    ,  n  •       n      p        1         i        1  1  1        •        Tuesdayl6th, Wednesday  17th 

2h.  30m.  A.M.  arrived  at  Cape  Urrirmell ;  louna  tent  and  gear  and  12  sleeping  5h.  p.m.  wind,  N.2.b.c. 
bags  ;  had  supper,  &c.,  and  turned  in.  MUnight,      2  b.c. 

Lieutenant  May  and  Dr.  Lyall  arrived  at  where  I  was  encamped  (Cape  HouretraveUe'cI,™i. 
Grinnell).     4  p.m.  breakfasted.    4h.  30m.  proceeded  to  the  northward,  Estimated  distance,  11  miles, 
taking  Thomas  Marshall  and  William  Evans  (A.B.)  and  12  sleeping  bags  ih.  wind^'s^w^^'h^anTi  b.  c. 
with  me,  to  replace  those  brought  on  by  Lieutenant  May  from  the  Cape  Hours  travelled,  3*. 

r\  1  J.       I'll       -'       111        •  1.  n  •        n       ini      Estimated  distance,  7  to  8  miles 

UsDorn  encampment,  which  he  intended  leaving  at  Cape  Grinnell.    lOh.  Total  aistance  returning,  55 

lunched,  and  arrived  at  Cape  Osborn  encampment  about  1  a.m.  ;  from  ""iies. 

Cape  Grinnell  to  Cape  Osborn  I  found  the  snow  very  soft ;  had  supper 

&c.    9h.  A.M.  called  the  cook.    llh.  breakfasted,    llh.  30m.  proceeded  . 

towards  the  ship,  and  arrived  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance" 

at  about  3h.  p.m.    The  ice  the  whole  distance  between  the  "  Assistance" 

and  "  North  Star,"  over  which  I  travelled,  appears  to  be  perfectly  safe, 

neither  holes  or  water  to  be  seen  on  the  floe,  or  any  symptom  rendering  it 

unsafe  for  a  loaded  sledge  to  pass  over.    The  snow  is  much  softer  than  it 

was  10  days  since,  but  in  no  place  did  I  find  any  signs  of  water  on,  or 

making  its  way  through  the  floe. 

(Signed)       J.  H.  Allard,  Master, 

and  Officer  of  Sledge. 


An  Account  of  the  Receipt  and  Consumption  of  Provisions. 

Received  from  "  Assistance"  77  rations. 

"  North  Star"  44 


Total    -  121 

By  the  victualling  of  111  persons  at  a  man's  rations    -  111 


Returned      -  10 


3  F  4 
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Proceedings  of  Mr.  J.  II.  Ali.aiiu,  Master,  and  Officer  of  Sledge,  to  Sir  Kuwaiid 

Mr^ard.  Bkix;iieu,  Kniglit,  C.B. 

II.  M.'s  StCHin  Y(tHH(t\  "  Pionw!!-,"  WcMinfiUm  Channel, 
Sir,  May  IfJtli,  J854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  reply  to  your  queries  in  rotation  as  follows : 

1  started  from  the  "  Assistance"  with  '2  })ags  on  the  sledge,  and  I  took  1 1 

on  with  me  from  the  hi'st  tent ;  It  was  fortunate  I  did  so,  for  I  was  entirely 

without  blankets  throughout  the  downward  journey. 

The  orders  referred  to  are  throughout  those  of  Captain  Sir  PMward 

Belcher,  C.B. 

I  did  not  know  for  certain  that  there  were  but  four  blanket  bags  at 
the  Cape  Innes  tent,  until  my  return. 

Eleven  bags  which  I  left  at  the  Cape  Jiowden  encampment  are  the  only 
ones  there. 

The  exchange  of  sledges  with  Mr.  Herbert  was  necessary,  owing  to  his 
having  shown  signs  of  weakness. 

Lieutenant  May's  party  reached  Cape  Grinnell  after  I  started  (on  Tues- 
day evening)  ;  neither  party  was  incommoded.  Thomas  Marshall  was 
brought  on  from  the  Cape  Grinnell  encampment,  agreeably  to  orders  com- 
municated to  me  by  Mr.  Herbert. 

Number  of  hours  travelling  to  the  southward  -  -  38|, 
To  the  northward        -  24?^- 

Total     -  60 


Number  of  miles  out       -  -       -       -       -  55 

Returning     -       --       --  -  -55 

Total     -  110 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       J.  H.  Allard,  Master, 

and  Officer  of  Sledge. 


Proceedings  of  Enclosure  No.  57.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Dr.  DomviEe.         Captain  Kellett  to  Dr.  W.  T.  Domville,  Surgeon,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  Resolute." 

Whereas  the  time  has  arrived  that  it  is  necessary  to  remove  the  invalids 
from  Her  Majesty's  Ship  under  ni}^  command  to  Beechey  Island — 

You  will  take  the  general  superintendence  of  the  parties  proceeding  on 
that  service. 

The  officer  whom  I  have  directed  to  perform  the  executive  dut}",  has 
mstructions  to  follow  your  wishes  for  the  benefit  of  the  men  placed  in  your 
charge. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship    Resolute,"  in 
Barrow  Strait,  8th  May  1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 

Abstuact  from  Memorandum. 

Should  Morgan  reach  Cape  Cockburn,  it  will  be  for  Dr.  Domville  to 
consider  whether  it  would  be  more  for  the  man's  benefit  to  push  on. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett. 


Dr.  Domville  to  Commander  W.  J.  S.  Pullen. 

l\vv  Mnjcsly'rt  Ship  "  NorUi  Sfar,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  May  J9l,li,  1854. 

J  have  the  honour  to  enclose  a  copy  of  orders  received  from  Captain 
llcm  y  Kel](;tt,  (J.Ji.,  of  Her  Mnjesty's  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  pursuance  of 
wliicli  i  lel't  that  sliip  011  tlie  evoiiiig  ol"  the  8th  instant,  in  company  with 
M.  De  Bray,  EriseigJic,  do.  Vdiaseau,  and  the  invalids  alluded  to. 
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On  the  morning  of  the  15th  the  condition  of  one  of  them,  Thomas  Proceedings  of 
Morgan,  A.B.,  late  of  "  Investigator,"  becoming  hourly  more  precarious.  I^^mville. 
I  deemed  it  imperative  to  detach  the  ambulance  sledge  and  proceed  with 
all  despatch  in  accordance  with  the  memorandum  to  that  effect.  To 
accomplish  this  I  had  the  services  of  two  men  and  four  dogs,  a  less  force 
than  which  Avould  not  have  been  sufficient  for  the  purposes  of  traction  and 
attendance  upon  the  suflerer. 

The  floe  being  good,  we  made  rapid  progress,  arriving  at  Assistance 
Harbour  midnight  of  the  17th,  where  we  completed  our  deficient  provisions 
from  the  depot  there  established,  and  on  the  morning  of  the  1 8th  arrived 
at  Cape  Hotham.  There,  with  much  regret,  I  found  Lieutenant  Pirn 
suffering  from  the  ef!ects  of  a  severe  wound  of  the  thumb,  from  the  burst- 
ing of  his  gun,  while  firing  at  a  bear  about  four  hours  previous. 

On  my  arrival  he  was  upon  his  sledge,  ready  for  returning  to  the  ship  ; 
after  dressing  the  wound  with  such  appliances  as  the  medicine  box  afforded, 
I  advised  him  to  continue  his  intention  of  proceeding  on  board,  purposing 
to  follow  as  soon  as  the  period  for  rest  had  expired,  of  which  both  men 
and  dogs  stood  in  need ;  one  of  the  former,  George  Batler,  from  his  assi- 
duous attention  to  the  invalid,  being  affected  with  vomiting  and  purging, 
had  not  retained  any  food  in  the  stomach  for  two  days. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  1 8th,  we  commenced  our  transit  across  Welling- 
ton Channel,  which  we  had  hoped  to  accomplish  in  one  march,  but  two  of 
the  dogs  being  seized  with  fits,  we  were  again  necessitated  to  encamp  about 
ten  miles  from  Beechey  Island,  until  an  early  hour  of  the  19th,  when  we 
again  proceeded,  arriving  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "North  Star," 
under  your  command,  shortly  after  noon. 

I  parted  company  from  M.  De  Bray  at  Moore  Island,  and  when  last 
seen  was  under  sail  with  a  fair  wind ;  from  the  average  rate  of  travelling, 
he  may  be  expected  in  five  days  from  this. 

As  his  crew  is  composed  entirely  of  invalids,  I  would  suggest  the  ex- 
pediency of  affording  him  assistance  at  Cape  Hotham. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  T.  Domville,  Surgeon. 


Enclosure  No.  58.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  to  Lieut.  May,  Sledge  "  Reliance." 

By  Captain   Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  Commanding  the  Arctic 
Searching  Squadron. 

You  are  hereby  required  to  proceed  with  the  sledge  "  Reliance,"  with 
the  articles  enumerated  in  the  accompanying  document ;  and  accompanied 
by  Dr.  Lyall  to  the  depot,  at  Beechey  Island,  reporting  yourself  to  the 
senior  officer  there,  whose  orders  you  will  obey. 

I  must  beg  leave  to  impress  on  your  mind  a  more  attentive  compliance 
with  the  spirit  and  intent  of  my  orders  Nos.  27-31,  and  33. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance," 
this  14th  day  of  May,  1854. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher. 

If  you  should  meet  with  Mr.  AUard  between  this  and  No.  1  tent,  you 
will  not  leave  that  tent  until  6  a.m.  to-morrow  morning,  when  the  dog 
sledge  may  possibly  overtake  you,  if  I  have  any  reply  to  send. 

(Signed)       E.  B. 


II. 
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Proceodings  of  Licutciuint  Mav  to  Sir  KiJWAiti)  JiKi.cuKK,  Knight,  C.B, 

Lieut.  May.  jj^.,.  ^^^.^^    Arthirttarux-,"  Wi/,t^-r  QujiiU-ri, 

Sir,  Mny  24tli,  18^4. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inforrri  you  tiiut  in  compliance  with  your  orderK 
I  left  tliis  ship  with  the  sledge  "  lleliiiuce,"  curry  ing  the  weights  as  per 
enclosed  list;  and  accompanied  by  Lyall,  on  the  morning  of  the  l^Ah 
of  May,  j)roceeded  to  the  tent  rmder  (^ape  Osborn,  whr;re  I  remained  for 
the  night,  leaving  it  on  the  following  morning  about  Jh.  .'50m.  a.m.,  und 
arriving  at  Cape  Grinnell  at  3h.  30m.  v.m. 

Wednesday,  X^th. — Left  the  tent  at  Cape  Grinnell  at  8  a.m.,  on  my 
march  for  Cape  Bowden,  where  I  arrived  at  5  p.m.,  having  met  the  fser- 
geant  abreast  of  Baring  rendezvous,  and  given  him  two  })ags  marked 
sergeant's  provisions,  and  one  containing  lignum  vitae. 

Left  Cape  Bowden  on  the  ISth  at  7  a.m.,  and  arrived  at  P(jint  Innes  at 
5  P.M.  After  the  usual  rest,  proceeded  on  for  the  "  North  Star,"  arriving 
there  at  11  a.m.  on  the  19th.  On  delivering  up  your  letter  to  Commander 
M'Clure  (senior  officer  at  Beechey),  T  was  ordered  by  him  to  give  the 
same  to  Commander  Pullen,  which  I  did ;  and  after  24  hours  rest  left  the 
"  North  Star"  on  my  return  lo  this  ship,  at  lOli.  p.m.  of  the  20th  (with 
orders  from  Connnander  Fullen,  a  copy  of  which  I  beg  to  enclose),  accom- 
panied by  Dr.  llicards,  and  assisted  by  four  dogs,  having  exchanged  Thos. 
Copeland  (A.B.),  left  behind  sick,  for  Thos.  Bond  (ice  quarter-master, 
lately  recovered).  I  arrived  at  the  tent  at  Point  Lines  (which  had  been 
shifted  two  or  three  miles  north  of  its  former  position)  at  about  2h.  30m. 
A.M.  of  the  21st ;  here  I  found  two  buffalo  robes  and  seven  blanket  bags, 
with  the  rest  of  the  equipment  complete  ;  the  rough  road  in  the  vicinity  of 
this  point  has  been  improved  by  parties  from  the  "  North  Star."  Leaving 
this  tent  at  8h.  p.m.  on  the  21st,  I  arrived  at  Cape  Bowden  at  Ih.  a.m.  on 
the  22d,  and  found  the  equipment  complete,  w^ith  12  blanket  bags. 

At  6h.  30m.  P.M.  of  22d  I  left  Cape  Bowden,  arriving  at  Cape  Grinnell 
at  llh.  30m.  where  I  found  equipment  complete,  with  10  bags;  here  I 
halted  for  rest,  until  6h.  30m.  p.m.  of  23d,  when  I  proceeded  on  for  Cape 
Osborn,  which  I  reached  at  lOh.  p.m.  ;  but  finding  the  tent  occupied  by 
Mr.  Grove  and  the  crew  of  the  Sledge  "  Rendlesham,"  I  only  remained 
there  sufficient  time  to  refresh  my  men,  and  proceeded  at  Ih.  a.m.  on  the 
24th  for  the  ship,  where  I  arrived  at  4h.  40m. 

During  m}^  journey  down  to  the  "  North  Star,"  the  v/eather  remained 
fine,  w^ith  light  and  variable  winds,  but  on  the  20th  w^e  had  a  fresh  gale 
from  the  S.E.,  which  shifted  to  the  northward  on  the  night  of  the  2ist; 
since  that  period  the  weather  has  continued  fine,  with  the  wind  generally 
from  the  northward. 

Between  Cape  Osborn  and  Cape  Grinnell  I  found  numerous  fresh 
cracks  in  the  ice  across  the  channel,  and  one  off  Cape  Osborn  about  a 
foot  wide.  Otherwise  I  observed  no  difference  in  the  floes,  with  the  ex- 
ception of  the  snow  getting  softer,  and  a  few  tidal  cracks  along  shore. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Walter  W.  May,  Lieutenant. 


Lieutenant  May  will  make  himself  fully  acquainted  with  the  Listructions 
addressed  to  officers  in  general,  which  can  be  mastered  in  less  than  one 
hour  ;  and  he  will  specially  obey  Articles  1,  3,  9,  16,  and  not  send  me  cop  'm 
of  the  orders  of  any  other  officer.  Copies  only  apply  to  testimonials,  &c., 
unless  at  a  distance  from  a,  commander-in-chief.  But  whatever  reading 
other  officers  may  (i.ssvriic,  it  is  my  order  that  the  original  shall,  in  obedience 
to  Article  9,  be  presented  to  me. 

The  service  ordered  recpiired  an  hour  for  the  report  before  me,  instead 
of  17  working  hours,  which  has  detained  liieutenant  May  from  duty.  The 
sledge  equipment  is  not  signed. 

I  am  unable  to  approve.   

(Signed)       Edward  Bidlcheb. 
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Enclosure  No.  59-  of  Sir  PMward  Belcher's  Letter.  Proceeilinf^s  of 

Mr.  Herbert. 

Mr.  F,  B.  Herbert,  Mate,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.  — 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance,"  Wellington  Channel, 
Sir,  ■  May  24th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  the  arrival  of  the  sledge  under  my  command, 
on  board  this  ship  yesterdaj'^,  the  23d  instant,  from  Beecliey  Island. 

I  left  the  "  Assistance"  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  instant,  in  pursuance 
of  yovir  orders,  and  encamped  at  the  first  tent  on  Cape  Osborn,  at  2h.  p.m., 
despatching  the  two  men  there  back  to  the  ships.  At  this  tent  I  found 
all  the  equipment,  and  10  bags. 

At  6h.  A.M.  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  I  started  for  Cape  Grinnell, 
where  I  arrived  at  4  p.^m..  ;  the  equipment  of  this  tent  was  complete,  with 
11  bags.  The  two  tent  keepers  I  warned  to  be  ready  to  return  with 
Mr.  Allard,  taking  from  them  10  rations  (their  spare  provisions). 

Leaving  Cape  Grinnell  I  landed  the  sergeant  at  Baring  rendezvous  at 
3h.  P.M.  on  the  15th,  secured  the  tent  with  the  depot  and  fuel,  and  leaving 
with  him  the  10  rations  taken  from  Cape  Grinnell.  On  the  summit  of  this 
bluff  I  found  a  small  cairn,  with  a  notice  from  Mr.  M'Cormick,  of  which  I 
enclose  a  copy. 

Off  the  bluff  the  pack  extends  for  about  L2  miles,  and  the  soft  snow  No  such  difficulty  off  Cape 
drift  between  the  hummocks  renders  it  inconvenient  for  heavy  sledges  to 
get  in  there. 

At  7h.  P.M.  I  met  Mr.  Allard,  with  the  Sledge  "  Enterprize,"  and 
showed  him  your  direction  for  Simon  Dix,  P.R.M.,  to  join  the  sergeant, 
which  was  carried  into  effect ;  I  also  requested  Mr.  Allard  to  exchange 
sledges  with  me,  as  mine  showed  signs  of  weakness,  which  he  acceded  to. 
At  Cape  Bowden  I  arrived  at  9  p.m.,  finding  the  equipment  and  bags, 
11  in  number,  correct.  Henry  Jones  (A.B.),  one  of  the  tent  keepers,  I 
retained,  sending  the  other,  Walter  Marshall  (A.B.),  to  join  Mr.  Allard. 
At  8h.  A.M.  on  the  l6th,  I  left  Cape  Bowden,  arriving  at  the  "  North  Star's" 
tent  about  2  miles  below  Point  Innes  at  llh.  p.m.  There  I  found  two 
tent  keepers,  two  buffalo  robes,  and  four  bags,  and  cooking  gear  complete  ; 
the  road  here  has  been  much  improved  since  I  passed  up  before,  by  a  party 
from  the  "  North  Star." 

The  next  morning  at  lOh.  a.m.  I  proceeded,  taking  with  me  the  two 
tent  keepers,  arriving  on  board  the  "  North  Star"  at  5h.  p.m.  I  reported 
myself  to  Commander  M'Clure,  delivered  to  him  your  despatches,  and 
showed  him  my  orders. 

During  the  passage  down  the  weather  was  favourable,  with  fresh 
northerly  winds ;  for  the  last  two  days  of  the  journey  Richard  Bex,  R.M., 
was  unable  to  drag  from  snow  blindness. 

The  only  difference  I  observed  in  the  state  of  the  ice,  was  that  there 
were  some  tide  cracks  crossing  the  channel,  and  that  the  snow  was  softer 
than  when  last  I  travelled  over  it. 

I  w^as  detained  on  board  the  "  North  Star"  until  the  evening  of  the  19th, 
in  consequence  of  the  illness  of  Thomas  Bond  (ice  quarter-master)  and  John 
Simmonds  (A.B.),  who  eventually  remained  behind,  and  were  replaced  by 
Wilham  Glass  (A.B.),  and  Charles  Warn  (A.B  ),  from  the  "  North  Star." 

At  9h.  p.m.  on  the  19th,  having  received  five  days'  provisions  from  the 
"  North  Star,"  I  left.  Lieutenant  Haswell  had  that  morning  shifted  the 
tent  below  Point  Innes  to  two  miles  north  of  it,  and  had  completed  the 
bags  to  seven.  I  encamped  there  at  3h.  a.m.  on  the  20th  ;  leaving  at  5h. 
p.m.  on  the  20th,  arrived  at  Cape  Bowden  at  Ih.  a.m.  of  the  21st.  After 
resting  here  12  hours  I  revisited  the  sergeant,  taking  to  him  10  rations 
(the  provisions  left  by  the  two  tent  keepers  at  Cape  Bowden),  and  200  lbs. 
of  lignum  vitae,  from  the  "  North  Star."  From  the  sergeant  I  received 
one  ptarmigan.  At  midnight  of  the  21st  I  arrived  at  Cape  Grinnell,  and 
found  Mr.  Taylor  there,  having  just  arrived  ;  after  supping  with  my  crew, 
and  resting  five  or  six  hours  in  the  tent,  he  breakfasted,  and  then  started 
on  his  return,  taking  with  him  the  despatches  and  the  game  received  from 
the  sergeant.  ' 

Leaving  Cape  Grinnell  at  4h.  p.m.,  I  arri\'ed  at  Cape  Osborn  at  mid- 
night ;  from  thence,  haviug..j:e5i£d.lhe^suaL.tim£, ,J  proceeded  on  to  the 
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ship,  met  xMr.  Grove  an  hour's  march  from  the,  teut,  and  arrived  on  l)oard 
at  7  P.M.  On  leavinjr  the  "  North  Star,"  we  carried  fresh  Bontherly  winds 
to  Cape  Osborn,  when  it  changed  to  north,  and  continued  so. 

I  have  the  honour  to  enclowe  a  hst  of  my  weiglits,  also  a  copy  of  the 
orders  under  which  I  have  been  acting,  as  specified  below. 

J  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       J'\  B,  HKnuF.nr,  Mutt. 


Sir  EnwAFiD  Brlchek,  Knight,  C.B.,  to  Mr.  Hkrukkt,  Mate,  Her  Maiestv's 

Sledge  "  Success."  *^  *^ 

By  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belches-,  C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assist- 
ance," Commanding  Arctic  Expedition. 

Having  mustered  on  your  sledge  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  accom- 
panying list,  you  will  proceed  to  Beechey  Island,  reporting  yourself  to  the 
senior  officer  there,  and  obtaining  receipts  for  the  articles  deposited. 

After  24  hours  delay,  or  as  directed  by  the  senior  officer,  you  will  return 
to  this  ship,  taking  to  Cape  Bowden  depot  such  stores  as  may  be  furnished 
to  you  from  the  depot  at  Beechey  Island. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance  " 
in  the  Wellington  Channel,  this  12th  day  of  May,  1854. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcheu. 

I  beg  to  call  your  attention  to  the  Memorandums  Nos.  2/,  28  in  the 
orders  to  the  officers  in  general  of  this  expedition. 

You  will  instruct  any  men  left  in  No.  2.  tent  from  hence  to  return  with 
next  up-sledge  ;  and  you  Avill  also  take  on  with  you  any  men  left  in  charge 
of  No.  4.  tent  (North  Star).  The  tents  to  be  well  secured  and  left  ready 
for  occupation. 

(Signed)       E.  B. 


Weights  from  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance  "  to  Baring  Depot. 
Total  weight      -  -  -    1980  lbs. 

Effective  force      -  -         -       10  men. 

Weight  per  man  -  -  -      198  lbs. 

From  Baring  Depot  to  "  North  Star." 
Total  weight     -  -  -    139.S  lbs. 

Effective  force     -  -        _        9  men. 

Weight  per  man  -  -      154^  lbs. 

From  "  North  Star"  to  Baring  Depot. 
Total  weight       -  -  -    554  lbs. 

Effective  force       -  .         .       g  men. 

Weight  per  man  -  -  -     6U  lbs. 

From  Baring  Depot  up. 

Total  weight        -          -          -  288  lbs. 

Effectiv^e  force        -          -        -  9  men. 

Weight  per  man    -          -          -  32  lbs. 


Copy  of  Nothje  found  in  Cairn  on  summit  of  Baring  Depot, 

August  21st,,  1852,  6  A.M. 
Memo.— 1  ound  a  notice  deposited  here  by  Mr.  John  Stuart,  of  the  "Lady 
Franklin,"  dated  13th  of  May,  1851,  stating  that  a  depot  of  60lbs.  of  bread 
and  40  lbs  of  pemmiean  had  been  left  by  him  for  emergencies  on  the 
north  point  of  this  bay, 

(Signed)        R.  M'Cormick, 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Commanding  a  Boat  Expedition  up  Wellington 
Channel,  in  search  of  Sij-  John  Franklin. 


Proceedings  of 
Mr.  Herbert. 
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Enclosure  No.  60.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Captain  Henry  Kellett,  C.B.,  to  Mr.  E.  De  Bray,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  Resolute." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Resolute." 

Taking  charge  and  fulfilling  the  executive  duties  of  the  parties  which 
are  about  to  leave  this  ship  on  Monday  evening  the  8th  May,  for  the 
removal  to  Beechey  Island  of  invalids  under  the  superintendence  of  Dr. 
Domville — 

You  will  follow  his  wishes,  and  use  every  exertion  in  your  power  that 
there  may  be  a  successful  issue  to  your  journey. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute," 
in  Barrow  Strait,  6th  May,  1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Proceedings  of 
M.  De  Bray, 
of  the  French  Navy. 


Mr.  E.  F.  De  Bray,  Enseigne  de  Vaisseau,  to  Commander  Puli.en,  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star." 

Ilcr  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,"  Beechev  Island, 
Sir,  '         May  28th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  that,  in  compliance  with  my  orders,  I  left 
the  "  Resolute  "  the  8th  of  May,  at  8h.  p.m.,  proceeding  to  Beechey  Island, 
accompanied  by  Dr.  Domville,  and  having  in  charge  9  men,  all  of  them 
invalids,  8  dogs  and  2  sledges.  One  of  the  sledges  was  loaded  with  pro- 
visions and  travelling  gear,  the  other  was  fitted  with  a  cot  to  transport 
Thomas  Morgan. 

The  distance  from  the  "  Resolute"  to  Cape  Cockburnwas  accomplished 
in  four  days,  the  floe  being  bad  and  obliging  me  often  to  take  one  sledge 
after  the  other  to  pass  over  the  hummocks. 

The  second  day  after  leaving  the  ship  I  met  Messrs.  Cheyne  and  Shel- 
labear,  and  two  days  afterwards  Mr.  Jenkins,  all  of  them  proceeding  on 
board  the  "  Resolute." 

From  Cape  Cockburn,  the  good  state  of  the  snow  on  the  land  was  very 
favourable  to  us,  and  we  made  rapid  progress. 

The  14th  of  May  I  pitched  the  tent  near  Moore  Island.  There  Dr. 
Domville,  judging  that  the  state  of  Thomas  Morgan  required  a  rapid 
removal  to  Beechey  Island,  left  me  on  the  morning  of  the  15th,  accom- 
panied by  two  men  and  four  dogs,  with  six  days  provisions,  Although  my 
party  was  greatly  reduced  by  this,  having  had  the  good  fortune  of  a  fine 
breeze  from  the  W.N.W.,  I  kept  during  two  days  in  sight  of  Dr.  Domville, 
but  soon  after  lost  sight  of  him. 

The  1 7th  I  pitched  two  miles  west  of  Browne  Island.  Saw  there  two 
ducks  and  one  raven. 

The  men  were  then  very  tired,  and  one  of  them,  J.  Bailey,  was  very 
often  obliged  to  go  on  the  sledge.  The  dogs,  fortunately  in  good  condition, 
were  for  us  a  great  help. 

The  21st  I  arrived  at  Assistance  Harbour.  Being  short  of  fuel,  I  tried 
to  go  to  the  depot  with  the  sledge,  but  the  state  of  the  floe  prevented  me, 
and  I  was  obliged  to  leave  the  sledge  outside  the  hummocks,  and  walked 
with  two  men  to  the  depot.  I  found  the  provisions  much  damaged  by  the 
bears,  and  made  all  I  could  to  secure  the  depot,  having  taken  about  ten 
pounds  of  fuel. 

I  The  22d  I  arrived  at  the  station  of  Cape  Hotham  at  the  same  moment 

;         when  Mr.  Court  was  coming  from  the  "  North  Star."    Very  fortunately 

I  found  there  a  small  quantity  of  bear's  meat,  which  came  just  in  time 
\j  for  the  dogs,  who  were  beginning  to  show  some  symptoms  of  weakness. 
I,  Mr.  Court  gave  me  also  two  of  his  men,  and  the  next  day,  23d  of  May, 
1         I  proceeded  to  Beechey  Island,  and  arrived  on  board  the  "  North  Star  " 

on  the  25th  at  6h.  a.m. 
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Proceodiiif^s  ol'  The  only  appeamncc  ol'  water  seen  was  at  Cajje  iiotliain,  wtiere  1 

,,  ^V^^'        crossed  a  crack,  extending  in  tlie  direction  of  the  S.E.,  of  two  feet  in 

of  the  French  Navy.  jtJi ,  and  in  wliicl.  water  could  I.e  seen. 

I  am  liappy  to  say,  that  all  the  men  [)laced  under  jny  onJers  gave  me 
great  satisfaction  by  their  zeal  and  good  con(hict. 

I  ha\e,  &e,, 

(Signed)        K.  \'\        Hkav,  Enseigne  de  Vaisseau. 


Enclosure  No.  61.  of  Sir  Edward  Jielcher's  Letter. 


Proceedings  of 
Mr.  Jenkins. 


April  8tli,  Saturday. 
Noon,  -wind  light  N.  W. 


Sh.p.M.  Ther.  -  19°. 
Tent  +  r. 


April  9tli,  Sunday. 
8h.  A.M.  Ther.  -  15^ 

Tent.  +  0°. 
7h.  P.M.  Ther.  -  9°. 

Tent.  +  1°. 
Wind  light  N.W. 
April  10th,  iMonday. 
8h.  A.  M.  Ther.  -  9°. 

Tent,  i-  1°. 
7h.  P.M.  Ther.  -  10°. 

Tent.  +  1°. 

Calm. 

April  11th,  Tuesday. 
8h.  A.M.  Ther.  -  16°. 
Wind  light  S.  E. 
7h.  P.M.  Ther.  -  10°. 

Tent.  -  4°. 
April  12th,  Wednesday. 
8h.  A.M.  Ther.  -  11°. 

Tent.  +  0°. 
Wind  fresh  N.W. 
P.M.  Ther.  -  5°. 
Wind  fresh  S.E. 
April  13th,  Thursday. 
8h.  A.M.  Ther.  2°. 

Tent.  +10°. 


Th,  P.M.  Ther.  +  4°. 


April  14th,  Friday. 
Sh.  A.M.  Ther.  -  5° 
Tent.  +  IV 


Sh.  p.M.Tiier.  -  10° 
Tent.  1-  1" 


April  \  r>th,  Saturday. 
8h.  A.M.  'i'her.  -  9°. 
7h.  I'.M.  Ther.  -  4°. 


Report  of  PR0Ci:EDiN(;s  of  Her  Majesty's  sledge  "  Cardigan." — 
Motto — "  En  grace  affic." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship,  "North  Star," 
Krehus  Bay,  Bcechey  L«laiid,  April  i8th,  18-^4. 

At  9li.  15in.  A.M.,  left  the  ship,  provisioned  for  30  days,  to  deposit  a 
depot  in  Assistance  Bay.  Reaching  the  western  point  of  ]3eechey  Island 
shortly  after  ten  o'clock,  Ave  struck  off  into  the  former  tracks  amongst  the 
hummocks,  and  found  the  road  much  cleared,  except  in  two  or  three  places 
heavily  banked  up  with  snow  drift.  At  lli.  4.5m.  i'.m.  reached  the  level 
floe.  4h.  30m.  saw  a  sledge  to  the  westward,  oh.  communicated  with 
Mr.  Herbert  (mate),  in  charge  of  H.  M.  sledge  "  Success."  oh.  15m. 
encamped. 

9h.  packed  and  proceeded.  Continued  the  whole  day  on  a  level  floe. 
5h.  encamped;  very  mild. 

8h.  30m.  packed  and  proceeded.  lOh.  communicated  with  Mr.  Shella- 
bear  (Second  Master),  in  command  of  H.M.  sledge  "Steadfast."  At 
Ih  P.M.  passed  the  carcase  of  a  bear ;  took  off  ditto  about  5  lbs.  of  fuel. 
6h.  encamped. 

8h.  30m.  proceeded,  occasionally  under  sail.  At  5h.  4.5ra.  p.m.  rounded 
Cape  Hotham  and  encamped. 

Wind  fresh  from  N.W.  with  snow  drift.  8h.  4.5m.  packed  and  pro- 
ceeded. 9li-  15m.  communicated  with  Lieutenant  May,  in  charge  of 
H.M.  sledge  "  Reliance,"  en  route  from  Cape  Walker  to  Beechey  Island. 
Shortly  afternoon,  the  wind  having  veered  round  to  the  S.E.,  by  the  assist- 
ance of  the  sail,  encamped  at  6h.  15m.  p  m.,  about  two  miles  from  the  east 
point  of  Assistance  Bay.    Weather  thick  and  gloomy,  but  very  mild. 

During  the  night  blowing  a  fresh  gale  from  the  south-eastward,  but 
towards  morning  it  gradually  drew  round  to  the  S.W.,  and  having  mode- 
rated at  8h.  30m.  proceeded^  At  I  Oh.  closed  the  eastern  point  of  Assist- 
ance Bay,  and  crossed  a  heavy  ridge  of  hummocks.  lOh.  45m.,  in  conse- 
quence of  the  gale  having  increased,  v/ith  a  considerable  quantity  of  snow 
drift,  pitched.  12h.  30m.  weather  having  moderated,  proceeded  along  the 
beach  of  Assistance  Bay.  At  Ih.  45m.  p.m.  reached  the  depot  and  depo- 
sited 160  rations,  with  an  official  list,  as  received  from  the  Clerk  in  charge 
of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  also  a  letter  for  Commander 
Richards.  At  3h.  depot  being  secured,  proceeded  under  sail  for  Beechey 
Island.  5h.  encamped ;  weather  very  thick,  gloomy,  and  trying  to  the 
eyes. 

Wind  fresh  from  N.W.  with  much  snoAV  drift,  but  clear  over  head. 
8h.  30m.  packed,  and  proceeded  under  sail.  Noon,  rounded  Dungeness 
Point ;  wind  coming  off  shore  in  heavy  squalls,  and  objects  at  a  very  short 
distance  obscured  with  snow  drift.  At  2h.  30m.  p.m.  reached  the  boat 
near  Cape  Hotham,  and  found  depot  secure.  3h.  45m.  stopped  oft'  Com- 
mander Richard's  depot  at  Cape  Hotham,  deposited  a  letter,  as  per  order. 
Found  depot  broken  into  by  bears,  and  about  ten  yards  from  it,  an 
empty  l)ag  much  torn,  supposed  to  have  contained  pork.  4h.  15in.  pro- 
ceeded.   5h.  30m.  encamped  ;  very  mild. 

Wind  fresTi  from  S.W.  with  snow  drift.  8h. 
under  sail.  Shortly  ai'ter  noon  the  Avind  veered 
At  4h.  f)itched. 

At  yh.  A.M.  saw  three  sledges  to  the  eastward 


packed  and  proceeded 
round  to  the  eastward. 


with  Her  Majesty's  sledges 


9h.  15m.  communicated 
Joliu  Barrow,"  "  Dauntless,"  and  "Reward," 
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in  charge  of  Messrs.  Cheyne,  Grove,  and  Pym,  en  route  to  the  westward.  April  leth,  Sunaaj. 
9h.  30m.  proceeded  under  sail.    5h.  30m.  encamped  outside  of  the  hum-  sh.  a.m.  Ther.  +  4°. 
mocks  off  the  western  point  of  Beechey  Island.  _  7h.  p.m.tS  +  'e"." 

At  7h.  30m.  packed  and  proceeded.    Wind  light  S.E.  ;  weather  very 
thick,  gloomy,  and  tr^nng  to  the  eyes.  11  15ra.  landed  on  the  western 
point  of  Beechey  Island.  Communicated  with  Her  Majesty's  sledge  "  Sue-  ^p"'  li'tii,  Monday, 
cess,"  Mr.  Herbert  (mate)  in    command,  en  route  to  the  westward.  T^nt  +  iP. 

12h.  30m.  arrived  on  board  ;  crevf  all  well. 

(Signed)       Robt.  Jenkins,  Mate, 
Commanding  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Cardigan." 


Enclosure  No.  62.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Lieutenant  Cheyne  to  Commander  W.  J.  S.  Pullen.  Proceedings 

of  Lieut.  Cheyne. 

Report  of  Sledge  "  John  Dyer."   

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,"  Erebus  Bay,  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  '  May  30th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Captain  Sir 

Edward  Belcher,  the  proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  sledge,  "  John  Dyer," 

on  travelling  service  to  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Resolute,"  and  back  to  this 

ship. 

On  the  26th  April,  at  9  p.m.  (per  order  of  Commander  Richards)  we 
left  this  ship  with  six  men,  and  provisioned  for  13  days.  On  striking  off 
from  Beeche}^  Island,  met  Captain  M'Clure  with  the  remainder  of  the 
"  Investigator's  "  ship's  company. 

On  the  28th  touched  at  Assistance  Bay,  and  deposited  3  empty  casks  for 
securing  the  depot. 

On  the  5th  May  arrived  up  with  Mr.  Shellabear  at  Moore  Island,  and 
proceeded  in  company  to  Her  Majesty's  ship  "Resolute,"  where  we 
arrived  at  2h.  45m.  p.m.  on  the  9th.    Reported  myself  to  Captain  Kellett. 

Remained  on  board  until  the  13th,  when,  at  7h.  p.m.,  we  started  on  our 
return  to  this  ship,  with  the  sledge  "  Cardigan,"  in  company  (Mr.  Shella- 
bear accompanying  me  down)  ;  weighted  at  215  lbs.  per  man,  and  provi- 
sioned for  15  days,  under  the  following  order  from  Captain  Kellett: — 

*'  By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  '  Resolute.' 

"  Having  command  of  the  sledge  '  John  Dyer,'  the  crew  of  which  has 
been  increased  to  ten  ])ersons  in  all,  you  will  direct  Mr.  Jenkins,  mate,  who 
has  command  of  the  sledge  "  Cardigan,"  which  sledge  has  also  received  a 
similar  increase  to  her  crew,  to  proceed  in  company  with  you  to  the  depot 
8  miles  east  of  Cape  Cockburn,  where  you  will  deposit  the  provisions  and 
fuel  with  which  you  are  charged  to  increase  that  depot. 

"  This  service  being  performed,  you  will  receive  on  the  '  John  Dyer'  a 
case  for  Lieutenant  Mecham,  and  on  the  '  Cardigan'  a  portmanteau,  which 
has  already  been  placed  there,  and  proceed  direct  to  Beechey  Island, 
reporting  yourself  to  the  senior  officer  there. 

"  Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  '  Resolute,'  in 
Barrow  Strait,  12th  May  1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kelle;tt,  Captain." 

On  the  18th  at  llh.  15m.  p  m.  we  reached  the  depot  near  Allison's 
Inlet,  and  deposited  the  things  ordered,  bringing  on  others  (as  per 
instructions). 

The  length  of  time  that  elapsed  between  our  starting  from  the 
"  Resolute  "  and  arriving  at  this  depot  was  owing  to  the  caution  given  to 
me  by  Captain  Kellett,  not  to  run  the  slightest  risk  of  any  accident  to  the 
sledges  among  the  hummocks  to  Cape  Cockburn  ;  so  we  cut  and  prepared 
the  road  as  we  proceeded.  As  we  left  the  depot.  Captain  Kellett  arrived 
there  with  five  sledges. 

On  the  23d  we  passed  the  south  point  of  Brown  Island  abreast  of  Cap- 
tain Kellett's  division  of  sledges. 

On  the  25th  at  8h.  45m.  p.m.  we  arrived  at  Assistance  Bay^  taking  from 
the  depot  ten  rations  for  the  "John  Dyer,"  the  "Cardigan"  taking  the 
same  quantity.    Captain  Kellett  arrived  here  about  two  hours  after  us. 
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Prrceedings  ()n  the  26th  wc  pasHcd  Cape  Ilotharn  ;  Mr.  Court,  who  was  stationed 

Lieut.  Chcync.  there,  communicated  with  us  ;  stopped  five  minutes  to  speak  him,  and  pro- 
ccedcd.  (Crossed  a  criick  two  feet  wide,  running-  apparently  from  Jtagged 
Bluff  in  a  south-easterly  direction  as  lar  as  we  couM  s(;e. 

On  Sunday  the  28th  at  Ih.  a.m.  arrived  on  l>ojird  this  ship,  and  at 
1  Ih.  45)11.  A.M.  the  "  Cardigan  "  arrived  also,  all  well,  excepting  some  of 
the  crews  suffering  with  their  eyes.  We  returned  (;ne  day's  provisions  to 
the  ship,  having  expended  fifteen. 

I  am  unable  to  insert  my  orders  from  Captain  Richarfls  to  proceed  to 
the  "  Resolute,"  as  they  arc  in  the  possession  of  (Japtain  Kellett. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  P.  Ciieyne,  Lieutenant. 


Game  shot :  1  hare,  9  ptarmigan. 

Five  deer  seen  on  Baker  Island.  J.  P.  C. 


Enclosure  No.  63.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Proceedings  Mr.  W.  B.  Shellabear  to  Commander  Pullen. 

of  Mr.  Shellabear.  ^  ^^^^^  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Erebus  Bay, 

Sir,  May  31st,  18o4. 

On  the  receipt  of  your  orders  dated  April  22d,  I  left  the  ship  with 
7  men  and  30  days'  provisions,  20  days  of  which  were  secured  in  casks  and 
cases  for  depot,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  May.  At  midnight,  on  the 
23d,  Commander  M'Clintock  overtook  us,  and  gave  me  orders  to  go  on 
to  the  "  Resolute."  In  the  passage  across  the  channel,  we  met  all  the 
"  Investigator's  "  sledges,  which  we  visited,  to  see  if  we  could  be  of  any 
assistance. 

We  arrived  at  Cape  Hotham  on  the  evening  of  the  2.5th,  and  at 
Assistance  Bay  on  the  following  day.  At  the  latter  place  I  left  the  depot, 
enclosed  in  the  cairn  with  Mr.  May's,  taking  10  days'  more  provisions  with 
me.  I  remained  here  till  5  in  the  evening,  and  then  commenced  to 
travel  by  night.  Owing  to  the  thick  weather,  I  could  not  continue  on  the 
track,  and  went  to  the  northward  of  Browne  Island,  where  my  progress  was 
much  delayed  by  hummocks  and  soft  snow.  On  May  1st,  being  about 
6  miles  to  the  eastward  of  Baker  Island,  I  was  detained  by  a  heavy  gale  of 
wind  from  the  N.W.  a  day  and  a  half,  and  agam  on  the  4th  for  half  a  day 
by  a  gale  from  the  westward. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th,  Mr.  Cheyne  came  up  to  us  after  we  had 
been  encamped  five  or  six  hours  two  miles  eastward  of  Moore  Island.  At 
a  distance  of  two  miles  from  Allison's  Inlet,  he  again  came  up,  and  we 
went  on  in  company,  going  over  the  low  land  to  Cape  Cockburn.  From 
the  hill  on  Cape  Cockburn,  we  struck  off  through  the  hummocks,  and 
arrived  on  board  the  "  Intrepid  "  on  Tuesday,  May  9th  ;  here  myself  and 
sledge  crew  remained  during  our  stay.  On  the  arrival  of  Mr.  Jenkins  on 
the  11th,  Captain  Kellett  broke  up  my  party,  to  complete  the  other  two. 
I  therefore  left  the  whole  of  my  sledge  equipment  behind,  and  returned  to 
this  ship  with  Mr.  Cheyne's  sledge.  We  left  the  "  Resolute  "  on  Saturday, 
the  13th,  and  arrived  on  board  on  the  morning  of  May  28th. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       W.  B.  Shellabear,  Second  Master, 

Late  in  charge  of  "  Steadfast "  Sledge. 

List  of  Equipment  left  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Intrepid." 


Sledge,  1 0  men      -  -  1  in  number. 

Bottom  and  lashing,  &c.  complete. 

Tent       -           -  -  1 

Macintcsh  cloth       -  -  1.  ., 

Waterproof  blanket  -  1  „ 

Fearnought         -  -  I  ,, 

Bwflalo  skin    -       -  -  \  „ 

Pil«;s       -           -  -  6  „ 

Laiicc  (bear)    -           -  -  1  „ 

Saw    -       -          -  -  J 


Pickaxe  -          -  -  1  in  number. 

Shovel          -        -  -  1  „ 

Small  axe    -       -  -  1  „ 

Large  knife    -       -  -  1  „ 

Lever  knife       -       -  -  1  „ 

Hammer    -         -  -  1  „ 

Sail  and  yard    -       -  -  1  „ 

Rifle                   -  -  1  „ 

Tins  for  spirits       -  -  2  „ 

(SigTKul)       W.  B.  Shellabear,  Second  Master. 
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List  of  Provisions  deposited  in  Assistance  Bay  by  the  Sledge  "Steadfast,"  on 

April  26th,  1845. 

Chocolate  paste 
Pepper 


Rum 
Biscuit 
Pemmican 
Preserved  meats 
Boiled  bacon  - 

„  pork 
Preserved  potato 
Tea 
Sugar 


2  gallons. 


-  80  lbs. 

-  40  „ 

-  40  „ 

-  10  „ 

-  10  „ 

-  10  „ 


1:4 

815 


Salt  - 
Toboicco  - 
Onion  Powder 
Small  cask  - 
Metal  case 
Iron  hoops 


7^  lbs 

G 


11 
•  •  » 

21 

12 

35 

1  in  number- 

1  „ 
6 


Proceedings 
of  Mr.  Shellabear. 

Provisions  in 
Assistance  Bay. 


(Signed)       W.  B.  Shellabear,  Second  Master. 


Enclosure  No.  64.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

An  Account  of  Provisions  and  Victualling  Stores  placed  in  Depot  by  Sledge 
Parties  belonging  to  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,"  in  March  and  April  1854. 

A.t  Oape  Plotham,  Vfellington  Channel,  deposited  March  27th,  1854,  by 
Mr.  R.  P.  Jenkins,  Mate. 

PRESENT  REMAINS. 


Biscuit 

Rum,  concentrated 
Preserved  meats 
Pemmican 

Boiled  bacon  and  poi'k 
Preserved  potato  - 
Tea       -       -  - 
Sugar       _       _  - 
Pepper  -       -  - 


190  lbs. 

3??i  gallons. 
66  lbs. 
38  „ 

108r„ 
43  „ 
10  „ 
29-  „ 

12} 


Mustard  - 
Salt  - 
Cayenne  pepper 
Tobacco  - 
Onion  Powder 
Fat  for  fuel 
Cases,  wood  - 
Biscuit  bags 


IB  lbs. 

5} 

30*  I 
1  in  number 

9, 


*  Reported  to  have  been  eaten  by  bears. 


At  Cape  Bunny,  Barrow's  Straits,  deposited  April  3d,  1854,  by  Mr.  W.  B.  Shellabear, 

Second  Master. 


Biscuit 

Rum,  concentrated 
Preserved  meats  - 
Pemmican  - 
Boiled  bacon  and  pork 
Preserved  potatoes 
Chocolate  paste  - 
Tea  - 

Sugar    -       -  - 
Pepper 


296  lbs. 

71fi  gallons. 
98  lbs. 
3, 

129|  „ 
49^  „ 
37^  „ 

Q'^  „ 

18^  „ 

Ms- 


Mustard       _       _  _ 
Salt       -       -       -  - 
Cayenne  pepper 
Tobacco 
Onion  Powder 
Barricoes,  6  gallons  (6 
hoops)     -       -  - 
Cases,  wood    -       -  - 
metal 


lbs. 

3.^  55 

4-=. 

m  '1 


1  in  number. 

1 

5 


At  Assistance  Bay,  Barrow's  Straits,  160  Rations,  deposited  April  13th,  1854,  by 

Mr.  R.  P.  Jenkins,  Mate. 


Biscuit  -       -  - 

-  160  lbs. 

Rum,  concentrated  - 

-  ga 

Preserved  meats  - 

-  160  lbs. 

Boiled  bacon  and  pork 

35 

Preserved  potato 

-    20  „ 

Tea  - 

-      5  „ 

Sugar 

-    12^  „ 

Pepper    -       -  - 

•"^  55 

Mustard  - 

lbs. 

Salt  - 

1-^ 

••-  •  •  35 

Cayenne  pepper 

~             ~  33 

Tobacco  -       -  - 

-  „ 

Onion  powder  -  - 

3 

■  •  33 

Cases,  wood  - 

1  in  number. 

„  metal 

-  2 

Stores  and  Provisions 
at  Cape  Hothara. 


At  Assistance  Bay,  Barrov/'s  Straits,  60  Rations,  deposited  April  26th,  1854,  by 
Mr.  W.  B.  Shellabear,  Second  Master. 


PRESENT  REMAINS. 


3ats  } 


Biscuit 
Pemmican 
Preserved  meats 
Boiled  bacon 

„     pork  - 
Preserved  potato  - 
Rum,  concentrated 
Tea 
Sugar 


60  lbs. 
60  ., 


7i  „ 
7^ 

•  2  33 


lis  gallons. 
H  lbs. 


Chocolate  paste 

-      5  lbs. 

Pepper 

4J 

~  35 

Salt 

33 

~                ■  ■  33 

Tobacco 

55 

Onion  Powder  - 

~  35 

Small  casks 

1  in  number 

Metal  Cases  - 

-      2  „ 

Iron  hoops 

-  « 

(Signed)       AV.  J.  S.  PuLLEN,  Commander. 


II. 
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Proceedings  of  Enclosure  No.  65.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  I^ettcr. 

Captain  Kellctt,  O.B.  ,r  •  ^      / ,  t» 

  Captain  Ki;i-i,k'i'i',  to  Sir  Edward  Bf-lchkh,  Knight,  (^.H. 

Sir,  J'jrcc.licy  ihl:ui(l,  Miiy  JMrl,  \HrA. 

I  beg- to  transmit  a  report  of  my  proceedings  since  the  recelipt  of  your 
orders  on  the  28th  April,  1854. 

T^heir  Lordships  liaving  desired  that  clear  information  shoud  be  left  at 
Melville  Island  that  supplies  of  provisions  would  be  found  at  Beeehey,  on 
the  evening  of  the  8th  May  J  despatched  Lieutenant  Hamilton  with  five 
dogs  and  one  man  to  Dealy  Island  to  deposit  there  full  information,  alno 
to  take  orders  for  Lieutenant  Meeham  and  Mr.  Krabbe  to  return  direct  to 
Beeehey  without  attempting  to  visit  the  ships.  This  will  expedite  their 
return  and  make  it  safe,  doing  away  with  the  necessity  of  leaving  C/Om- 
mander  M'Clintock  and  party  to  await  their  arrival ;  1  also  left  for  them  a 
twelve  day  depot  at  (Jape  (Jockburn  and  my  ice  boat,  sending  their  clothes 
to  J3eechey  by  the  auxiliary  sledges  you  ordered  to  assist  me. 

On  the  same  day  I  despatched  Dr.  Domville  and  M.  De  Bray  with  my 
weakly  men;  one  of  these  poor  men,  Thomas  Morgan,  A.B.,  late  of 
"  Investigator,"  who  has  been  confined  to  his  bed  all  the  winter,  I  was 
obliged  to  send  down  in  a  cot ;  he  reached  Beeehey  apparently  not  worse, 
but  died  two  days  after.  By  the  post  mortem  it  was  found  that  he  could 
not  have  lived. 

I  have  formed  a  noble  depot  at  Cape  Cockburn,  thoroughly  secured,  by 
placing  everything  in  casks  but  a  few  "  preserved  meats  and  boiled  bacon." 
It  was  impossible  for  me  to  place  a  depot  at  Cape  Capel  or  Point  Frazer 
with  my  force  ;  even  could  I  have  taken  the  provisions  there,  I  could  not 
possibly  have  secured  them. 

This  service  being  performed,  and  having  stowed  the  ships  with  equal 
proportions  of  provisions,  and  secured  everything  cn  board,  putting  steam 
engines  in  perfect  working  order,  and  in  condition  to  be  under  steam  in  two 
hours,  in  fact,  the  vessels  being,  as  expressed  in  your  order,  ready  for 
re-occupation,  I  thoroughly  caulked  the  hatches,  &c.  down,  and  left  with 
my  whole  crew,  numbering  forty-tw^o  persons,  on  Monday,  L5th  May,  at 
7h.  P.M.,  for  Beeehey  Island. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  I  reached  the  depot  at  Assistance  Bay, 
which  I  found  insecure,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  passed  Cape 
Hotham,  where  I  found  Mr.  Court  endeavouring  to  repair  the  boat  I 
ordered  to  be  sent  there  ;  I  sent  my  carpenter  in  to  look  at  her  ;  he  reported 
it  impracticable  to  repair  her  without  plank;  she  has,  besides  both  gar- 
boards,  three  streaks  above  them  on  each  side  out. 

On  Sunday,  28th  instant,  at  6h.  30m.  p.m.,  I  arrived  on  board  "  North 
Star." 

I  trust.  Sir,  that  although  I  have  deviated  a  little  from  your  orders,  the 
manner  in  which  I  have  carried  out  the  spirit  of  them  will  meet  with  your 
approbation. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Enclosure  No.  66.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Sir  Edward  Bklcher,  C.B.  to  Mr.  B.  Grove,  Mate,  commanding  H.  M. 

Sledge  "Rendlesham." 
By  Captain   Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  commanding  the  Arctic 
Squadron. 

You  will  proceed  Avitli  all  convenient  despatch  with  the  invalids  and 
party  to  Beeehey  Island,  delivering  to  the  senior  officer  there  the  letters 
entrusted  to  you. 

You  will  attend  to  my  memorandum  of  verbal  orders  lent  to  you,  and 
on  your  return,  having  copied  them,  return  them  to  me. 

You  will  receive  any  further  instructions  for  your  return  from  Com- 
mander M'(/lure. 

Given  vmdcr  my  hand,  on  board  H.  M.  Ship  "  Assistance,"  this  22d 
of  May,  I854" 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher. 


(    427  ) 

Captain  Kellett,  to  Mr,  J.  B,  Grove,  Mate,  H.  M.  Ship  "  Assistance.'"         Proceedings  of' 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esquire,  C.B.,  Captain  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute," 
and  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island." 

The  sledge  "  Rendlesham,"  in  your  charge,  manned  with  thirteen  men 
and  provisioned  for  three  days,  is  to  receive  the  provisions  and  fuel  named  B^J^^j^gg"^'  ^ 
in  the  margin  (for  which  you  will  give  receipts  to  the  "  Clerk  in  charge  "  of  Essence,  coffee,  i  bottle. 

the  "  North  Star."  ollTtTvli^^'riich  len  h 

Being  in  all  respects  ready,  you  will  proceed  to  H.M.  Ship  "  Assistance,"    a'p^roportion.^'^°°  lengths) 
reporting  yourself  to  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  in  command 
of  the  Arctic  Squadron. 

The  articles  above  mentioned  you  will  deposit  at  Baring  Rendezvous,  in 
charge  of  the  sergeant  of  the  "  Assistance,"  who  will  countersign  the  receipt 
for  them,  which  receipt  you  will  deliver  to  the  senior  officer  on  your  arrival. 
Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M  Ship  "  North  Star,"  at  Beechey 
Island,  the  BOth  May,  1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Memoranda  of  Verbal  Orders  given  to  Mr.  Grove. 

1.  You  will  make  easy  jouruies,  that  is,  you  can  take  longer  rests  at 
night,  starting  later  each  day,  but  be  on  your  guard  against  too  long  a  rest 
at  luncheon ;  the  eating,  drinking,  and  smoking  at  that  period  goes  more 
to  weary  than  refresh  your  crew. 

2.  Be  as  frugal  as  possible  with  your  fuel ;  you  may  yet  in  your  own 
case  have  to  feel  its  want,  and  the  instant  the  meal  is  cooked  put  out  the 
fire.    Let  this  find  a  place  in  your  journal. 

3.  The  journal  itself,  comprising  all  interesting  matters,  may  or  may  not  be 
read  by  me  for  weeks  ;  therefore  your  official  report  of  proceedings  (to  be 
copied  from  your  diary)  must  be  before  me  at  the  earliest  moment  after 
arrival.  Forget  not  that  the  expedition  and  style  of  performing  this  essen- 
tial part  of  your  duty  is  read  by  me  as  a  volunteer,  and  readiness  for 
immediate  furthei*  service,  and  I  select  those  spirits  which  can  work  with 
me.  Censure  is  painful,  and  robs  me  of  that  night's  rest,  but  the  oppor- 
tunity to  approve  is  grateful. 

4.  You  will  remark  on  everything  connected  with  each  tent  you  visit ;  state 
its  wants,  or  if  complete,  how  the  sergeant  and  his  men  get  on,  and  (con- 
fidentially) if  they  seem  to  wish  for  temporary  relief  to  go  to  Beechey  Island 
or  return  here.  If  either  of  them  should  wish  to  make  the  trip  to  Beechey 
Island,  you  will  take  him  on  and  bring  him  back,  leaving  a  proper  person 
to  do  his  duty.  If  the  sergeant  leave,  or,  on  your  return,  should  the 
sergeant  wish  for  temporary  rehef  you  will  learn  from  him.  going  down,  and 
Captain  Kellett  will  appoint  a  trustworthy  relief,  to  take  charge  of  the 
Baring  rendezvous  ;  but  he  must  be  a  respo7isible  petty  officer,  otherwise 
Humphries  must  remain  until  relieved  from  hence. 

5-  Your  stay  at  Beechey  Island  depot  must  depend  on  the  senior 
officer  there  ;  but  the  heavy  (salt)  articles  of  pi  ovision  in  profusion  there, 
fuel,  &c.,  must  be  brought  up  by  your  sledge  to  Baring  rendezvous,  and  all 
the  blanket  bags  must  be  collected  there.  If  there  should  be  any  "  diffi- 
culty" (a  word  not  in  my  vocabulary)  in  the  approach  to  the  rendezvous, 
let  it  be  demolished  by  pick-axes  and  spades.  Verbum  sat.  Sixteen  men 
and  two  officers  should  upset  the  Pole.  I  have  understood  that  it  is  the 
practice  to  halt  and  cook,  &c.  short  of  the  "  North  Star  ;"  this  occasions 
undue  expenditure  of  time.  You  will  obviate  this  by  timing  your  starting 
from  No.  4  tent,  so  as  to  insure  your  arrival  at  the  depot,  Beechey  Island, 
at  an  hour  when  your  provisions  can  be  cooked  there,  and  comfortable 
quarters  secured.    I  shall  send  special  orders  to  meet  this  matter. 

Should  you  meet  the  dogs,  and  they  have  food  to  sustain  them  here,  they 
will  come  on  ;  otherwise,  you  will  carry  them  on  to  the  "  North  Star." 

You  will  deliver  my  letter  to  Captain  Kellett,  if  present ;  otherwise,  to 
Commander  M'Clure  (the  senior  commander  present). 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher. 

To  be  returned  to  me. 


3  H  2 


(    4-2H  \ 


Proc()e(liii},^s  of  Mr.  (;lJiovK,  M;ilc,  lo  Sir  \'A)\vAn\)  lii,i,c)ii;j!,  Kiiigljt,  (J.JJ. 

/Lv.  Blair  Grovi;.  ,          „  ,.r 

  ,  Jier  Maj(;K(y  .1  Sliij)  "  AmminncM,  WdhiniUm  Clianncl, 

Sir,  ■                     June  r,th,  18/54, 

I  have  the  honour  to  forward  yon  a  letter  of  pr()C(;'.:(lin^^s  of  If.M. 
sledge  "  Reiulleshain." 

Mdj/  '2'.]d. — Left  th(>  "  Assistance,"  and  proceeded  lor  Cape  Osljorri. 
3h.  I'.M.  met  Mr.  Herbert  and  party.  4h.  'M)rn.  arrived  and  pitched  at 
Cape  Osborn.  9h.  liO.  v.m.  Mr,  May  and  Dr.  Ricards  arrived.  J  Oh,  LOrn. 
the  sledge  crew  arrived,  made  room  for  them  in  the  tent ;  after  having 
supper  and  tea  they  left  at  1  a,m.    Received  four  dogs  from  Mr.  May. 

24:th. — Started  at  1  Ih.  .30m,  a.m.  ;  pitched  on  Cape  Grinnell  at  6h.  .30m, 
P.M.  Both  Richard  and  John  Hayles  felt  much  fatigued  during  the  day ; 
after  lunch  they  walked  alongside  the  sledge. 

25th. — Started  at  Ih.  p.m.,  with  a  fair  wind  ;  found  the  dogs  a  great 
assistance,  as  both  the  Hayles  were  unable  to  drag.  8h.  p.m.  communi- 
cated with  the  sergeant ;  unloaded  the  sledge,  leaving  all  the  gear  on  the 
floe,  with  the  exception  of  the  depot  and  tent,  and  proceeded  over  the  hum- 
mocks for  the  tent.  9h.  arrived  at  the  sergeant's  tent ;  gave  him  the 
depot  and  pitched  the  tent. 

26th.  Started  at  Ih,  p,m.  Ih.  30m.  reached  the  gear  on  the  floe  and 
packed  the  sledge.  3h.  30m,  p,m,  reached  Cape  Bowden  ;  pitched ;  shot 
a  hare, 

27th. — Started  at  7h.  a.m.  4h,  30m,  arrived  at  Point  Innes  ;  left  the 
sledge  outside  of  the  hummocks,  and  walked  to  the  tent,  which  is  situated 
on  top  or  brow  of  the  hill.  Arrived  and  pitched  the  tent  at  5h.  30m.  p.m.  ; 
both  the  Hayles  much  fatigued. 

28th. — Started  at  7b.  a.m.  Ih.  15m.  p.m.  arrived  on  board  the  "  North 
Star." 

Thursday^  SOt/i. — 9h.  p.m.  received  my  orders  from  Captain  Kellett. 

31*^. — Started  from  the  "North  Star"  at  6h,  30m.  a.m.  Reached  the 
tents  on  Point  Innes  at  2h.  35m.  p.m,  ;  blowing  very  fresh  from  the  south- 
ward, with  heavy  snow  drift,  12h,  20m,  a,m.  Mr.  Cheyne  and  party 
arrived,  and  proceeded  again  for  Cape  Bowden.  2h.  40m,  Mr.  Maj^ 
arrived ;  called  the  cook,  breakfasted,  and  started  at  4h.  30m.,  as  his  party 
arrived.  Ih.  30m.  p.m.  arrived  at  Cape  Bowden,  pitched  small  tent,  and  sent 
the  rest  of  the  men  into  the  sergeant's  tent,  Mr.  Cheyne  and  party  occu- 
pying the  other.  1  Ih.  p.m,  Mr.  Cheyne  and  party  left,  and  Mr.  Nares  and 
party  arrived  at  the  same  time,  leaving  again  at  3h.  a.m.  ;  received  22 
rations. 

2d.- — Started  at  noon  ;  thick  weather  ;  wind  from  the  northward,  accom- 
panied with  rain  and  sleet.  5h,  20m,  passed  Mr,  Nares'  tent,  8h.  p.m.  met 
Thompson  and  the  dogs.  8h.  3m.  Thompson  proceeded  again.  8h.  20m. 
Arrived  at  the  tent ;  found  Mr.  Cheyne  and  party  in  it ;  pitched  small 
tent ;  had  supper  in  it.  lib.  Mr,  Cheyne  left ;  took  possession  of  the 
tent ;  during  the  day  two  mollimok  flew  close  to  the  sledge, 

3d. — 2h,  p,M,  started.  Six  ducks  and  an  ivory  gull  passed  the  sledge, 
flying  to  the  northward,  8h,  30m,  arrived  at  the  tents  on  Cape  Osborn ; 
found  them  occupied  by  Mr,  Cheyne,  and  Mr,  Nares  pitched  alongside  of 
him.  Pitched  small  tent;  had  supper  in  it,  lib,  Mr,  Cheyne  and  Mr, 
Nares  left ;  passed  several  cracks  in  the  floe  varying  from  one  to  two  feet ; 
snow  very  soft. 

4th. —  lib  30m.  started,  and  arrived  on  board  the  "Assistance"  at 
4h.  P.M. 

I  also  beg  to  enclose  you  the  receipts  of  provisions,  &c.  that  I  receive 
on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  with  the  exception  of  22  rations  I  received 
from  the  sergeant  at  (*apc  Bowden,  The  gear  in  all  the  tents  is  complete, 
and  cooking  apparatus  in  good  order.  I  left  three  bags  at  Cape  Osborn, 
making  foin'tecn  at  that  tent;  with  the  sergeant  I  left  four,  making  sixteen 
at  Cape  Howdcn  ;  there  are  eleven  in  all  the  rest.  The  sergeant  and  S. 
Dix  were  in  good  health  ;  neither  of  them  wished  relieving.  The  cracks 
in  the  floe  apj)ear  to  be  getting  rapidly  wider,  and  water  nearly  on  a  level 
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with  the  floe  in  them.    The  floe  is  also  very  heavy  for  travellina:,  owing  to       Proceedings  of 

the  soft  snow.  "  Blair  Grove 

Statement  of  Weights. 


From  "  Assistance  "  to  "  North  Star  " 
Mean  weight  per  man     -          -  - 
Liiective  lorce           _          .  - 

lbs. 
-  2,461 
154 
lo  men. 

From  "North  Star"  to  "  Assistance"  - 
Mean  weight  per  man 

Effective  force  

lbs. 
-  1,047 
80 

13  men. 

Number  of  hours  travelling   -       -  - 
Distance  made  good    -       -       -       .  . 
Casualties  - 

-  73h.  30m. 

-  114  miles. 

-  none. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)       Jas.  Blair  Grove,  Mate, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 


Enclosure  No.  67.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Proceedings  of 

Captain  Kellett,  C.  B.,  to  Mr.  Stephen  Court,  Acting  Master,           Mr.  Stephen  Court, 
late  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Investigator."   

By   Henry  Kellett,   Esq.,    C.  B.,   Captain,    Her   Majesty's  Ship 
"  Resolute,"  and  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

Taking  command  of  the  sledge  "  Intrepid,"  manned  with  ten  men,  and  jno.  siivey. 
provisioned  for  eight  days :  ^  w'afumford. 

You  will  proceed  to  Cape  Hotham,  where  you  will  leave  the  three  jos.  Gibson, 
carpenters  that  form  a  portion  of  your  crew,  for  the  purpose  of  repairing  ^l^if'Qriffi[h'^" 
the  boat  there,  materials  for  which  you  will  be  supplied.  Thos.  wiison. 

You  will  then  proceed  to  Assistance  Harbour  for  the  purpose  of  securing  ^annau 
the  depot  there.  This  is  a  duty  to  which  too  much  attention  cannot  be  jno.  Coghiin. 
given.  The  rum  is  to  be  started  from  the  tin  cans  into  a  cask,  which  you 
will  take  with  you,  and  you  will  be  supplied  with  such  stores  as  will  enable 
you  to  complete  the  security  of  the  depot  against  the  depredations  of 
animals,  or  the  effects  of  water  at  the  approaching  thaw.  This  is  not 
the  occupation  of  an  hour  or  tvfo  :  care  and  attention  must  be  given,  so 
that  you  will  leave  the  depot  with  the  full  conviction  that  any  distressed 
party  visiting  it  at  any  future  period  may  be  certain  of  obtaining  ample 
relief. 

On  your  return  you  will  call  at  Cape  Hotham  for  the  carpenters,  and  on 
your  arrival  on  board  this  ship  you  will  give  me,  as  early  as  possible,  a 
clear  statement  of  the  manner  in  which  you  have  performed  this  service,  for 
the  information  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 

Given  under  my  hand,    on  board  H.  M.  ship  "  North  Star,"  at 
Beechey  Island,  the  30th  day  of  May,  1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Capain. 
The  accompanying  record  to  be  deposited  at  the  depot. 


Mr.  Stephen  Court,  Acting  Master,  to  Captain  Henry  Kellett,  C.B., 
Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

"  Her  Majesty's  Ship,  "North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,      _  ^  June  9th,  1854. 

In  compliance  with  your  orders,  I  left  this  ship  on  the  30th  May,  and 
arrived  at  the  depot  at  Assistance  Bay  on  the  morning  of  2d  June,  having 
left  the  carpenters  to  repair  the  boats  at  Cape  Hotham. 

During  the  night  of  the  2d  the  whole  party  were  employed  securing 
and  restoring  the  various  articles  according  to  the  accompanying  plan. 

Having  completed  this  service,  and  feeling  convinced  that  everything 
was  secure  both  from  the  depredations  of  animals  and  the  effects  of  damp 
or  wet  weather,  I  left  for  Cape  Hotham  on  the  evening  of  the  3d,  and 
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Proceedings  of 
Mr.  Stephen  Court. 


remained  there  until  the  hoatn  were  finished  and  depot  secured.  This  gave 
employment  until  the  ni^ht  of  the  .Oth,  wheo,  all  l)c-ing  secure,  I  left  for  the 
ship,  and  arrived  on  board  at  .Oh.  'Mini,  a.m.,  June  8th. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Stephkn  Court,  Acting  Master. 


JPemmican 
SaccTvw 

CLTuL 

Cases 

Bread- 

Cases 

Covered^ 

with 
iLins 

The  whole  depot,  covered  Avith  sand  and  gravel,  and  stowed  according 
to  the  above  plan,  consists  of  thirty  casks,  all  numbered  with  black  paint 
on  their  outer  ends,  from  1  to  30. 

Four  cases,  stowed  immediately  under  the  pemmican  and  bacon  cases 
shown  in  plan ;  one  of  these  containing  bread,  the  others  containing  depots 
in  potato  tins,  and  preserved  meats  in  tins,  the  whole  being  covered  with 
tarpaulins  to  preserve  them  from  wet. 

Under  the  above  four  cases  is  a  ground  tier  of  preserved  meat  tins. 

This  depot,  therefore,  consists  of  three  casks,  numbered  1,  2,  and  3, 
containing  rum. 

Seventeen  casks,  numbered  from  4  to  21  inclusive,  and  1  bread  case 
numbered  2,  containing  bread. 

Two  casks,  immbered  22  and  23,  containing  tea,  sugar,  and  all  small 
stores,  in  paper  parcels. 

One  cask.  No.  24,  containing  pork. 

One  cask,  No.  2.5,  containing  biscuit,  81  j  lbs.  ;  potato,  ()j  lbs. 
Two  casks,  Nos.  26  and  27,  containing  fat  for  fuel. 
One  cask.  No.  28,  containing  flour. 

Two  small  casks,  Mos.  29  and  30  (stowed  as  riders),  containing  sixteen 
tins  of  j)rescrved  meat  (tins  damaged),  and  some  damaged  sugar. 

One  bread  case,  No.  1,  (containing  (me  potato  tin  full  of  pemmicmi,  and 
66  tins  of  preserved  meat. 

One  l)read  case.  No.  3,  containing  2  dep()ts  secured  in  potato  tins, 
22  pieces  of  pork,  and  24  tins  of  preserved  meat. 
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One  wooden  case,  No.  4,  (small,)  containing  a  depot. 
Nine  tins,  not  numbered,  containing  bacon. 
Three  tins,  not  nmnbered,  containing  pemmican. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-five  tins  of  preserved  meat,  stowed  in  the 
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Mr.  Stephen  Court. 


ground  tier 


One  stone  jar,  containing  tea. 
One  tin  can,  containing  spirits  of  wine. 

(Signed)       Stephen  Court,  Acting  Master. 


Enclosure  No.  68.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Lieutenant  May  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance,"  Winter  Quarters, 
Sir,  June  10th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  your  order,  I  left 
the  "  Assistance  "  on  the  evening  of  the  27th  May,  in  charge  of  the  sledge 
"  Reliance,"  laden  with  the  articles  enumerated  in  your  printed  and  written 
memorandum. 

Rested  at  the  tents  at  Cape  Osborn  and  Grinnell  on  the  28th  and  29th, 
arriving  at  Cape  Bowden  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  carrying  out  your 
orders  relative  to  the  Serjeant's  tent,  which  I  shifted  to  Cape  Bowden  ;  and,, 
as  it  took  seven  and  a  half  hours  to  execute  this  duty,  1  remained  at  the 
tent  there  afterwards  until  the  evening  of  the  31st. 

Between  Cape  Bowden  and  Point  Innes  I  met  Mr.  Dean,  carpenter  of 
"  Resolute,"  with  the  "  Dog  "  sledge ;  also  the  parties  under  Lieutenant 
Cheyne  and  Mr.  Nares  (mate),  all  on  their  way  to  the  "  Assistance  ;"  and 
on  my  arrival  at  the  tent  on  Point  Innes,  I  found  Mr.  Grove  and  party 
just  on  the  point  of  starting  for  Cape  Bowden. 

Having  rested  at  this  tent,  started  next  evening  for  the  "  North  Star " 
(shot  a  bear  in  Union  Bay,  which  Captain  Kellett  had  brought  in  for  the 
dogs),  and  arrived  on  board  at  7h.  30m.  a.m.,  June  2d.  Delivered  your 
despatches  to  Captain  Kellett,  together  with  the  articles  addressed  to  him. 

On  Monday  morning,  June  the  5th,  having  received  my  orders  from 
Captain  Kellett  (of  which  I  beg  to  enclose  a  copy),  I  left  the  "  North  Star  " 
at  noon,  arriving  at  Point  Innes  at  6h.  30m.  p.m.,  and  completed  the  blanket 
bags  to  twelve  in  number,  leaving  the  tent  on  the  following  morning  at 
7h,  15m.  A.M.,  and  arriving  at  Cape  Bowden  at  4h.  15m.  i'.m. 

Wednesday^  the  7th. — Previous  to  our  starting.  Lieutenant  Cheyne 
arrived,  asking  for  our  assistance  to  bring  his  sledge  in,  as  the  invalids  were 
suffering  from  the  march,  which  I  gave  him,  and  also,  at  his  request,  left 
the  petty  officer  and  two  men  to  assist  them  as  far  as  Point  Innes.  The 
Serjeant  and  Simon  Dix  also  volunteered  their  services  for  half  the  dis- 
tance. I  then  packed,  and  proceeded  on  for  Cape  Grinnell  at  eleven, 
arriving  there  at  6h.  30m.  p.m.  Resting  at  that  tent  until  the  following 
morning,  when  we  again  started  at  9h.  30m.,  reaching  Cape  Osborn  at 
6h.  P.M.,  leaving  it  at  ^\\.  30m.  on  the  9th,  and  arriving  on  board  at 
2h.  30m.  P.M. 

I  also  left  in  each  tent  three  rations  for  the  party,  sent  to  assist  the 
invalid  sledge  under  Lieutenant  Cheyne. 

The  weather  has  been  for  the  last  fortnight  generally  overcast,  and  until 
my  arrival  at  the  "  North  Star,"  we  had  fresh  southerly  winds.  From 
Saturday  evening,  June  3d,  until  Monday  morning,  at  Beechey  Island,  it 
blew  a  strong  gale  from  the  N.W.  The  wind  has  continued  since  then  from 
the  northward.  The  floes  are  now  very  heavy,  owing  to  the  late  fall  of 
snow ;  and  on  my  return  journey,  it  has  taken  me  nearly  the  same  time 
to  come  from  tent  to  tent,  with  a  light  sledge,  as  we  before  took  with  a 
heavy  one.  There  is  one  crack  in  the  floe,  about  three  feet  wide,  two 
miles  south  of  Cape  Bowden ;  and  also  two  cracks,  one  of  which  is  about 
four  feet  wide,  between  Cape  Osborn  and  Grinnell,  At  the  edge  of  these 
cracks  I  saw  eight  seals.  1  also  saw  a  bear  and  two  cubs  off  Point  Bellot, 
and  a  flock  of  Brent  geese ;  shot  during  my  journey  up  and  down  nine 
ptarmigan. 

I  beg  to  subjoin  an  account  of  the  receipt  and  disposal  of  provisions,  &c. 
during  the  period  of  this  service. 

3  H  4 
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Receipts — Rations. 

^SufMay.''^  Original  from  H.M  S.  "Assistance"    -    55  complete. 

  „  „  -    66,  except  })iscuit  and  bacon. 

For  Cape  Baring  depot      -       -       -    33  „  and  rum. 

From  H.M.S  "North  Star"    -  -      6;  also  66  of  biscuit  and 

bacon  for  the  journey 
back. 


Total  -  -       -  160 


Disposal — Rations. 

licft  at  Baring  depot  -       -       -    33,  except  biscuit  and  bacon. 

By  the  victualling  of  104  persons,  1  ,  , 

'28th  May— 9th  June,  1854       -    /  complete. 
Used  in  excess  on  the  journey  down,  | 

by  changing  day  into  night  -  / 
Left  in  addition  with  the  three  men  [ 

sent  to  the  invalid  sledge  -  j 

Returned,  on   arrival,   to    H.  M.  S.  ( 

"  Assistance "  -        -       -       -  j 


12 


Total  -  -  160 


I  also  received  on  the  journey  up  18  lbs.  of  lignum  vitfE  from  Cape 
Baring  depot,  to  complete  us  in  fuel,  for  which  I  gave  a  demand  to  the 
Serjeant  in  charge,  as  also  one  hare  and  three  ptarmigan  for  conveyance  to 
the  ship. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)        Walter  W.  May,  Lieutenant. 


Captain  Kellett  to  Lieutenant  May,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esquire,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Resolute,"  and  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 
The  crew  of  the  sledge  "  Reliance,"  under  your  charge,  is  to  be  pro- 
visioned for  five  days. 

Four  letters.  One  package  You  will  then  procccd  with  them  to  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance  " 
marked  "  Paymasters  instruc-  with  the  letters  and  package  uotcd  Oil  the  margin,  which  you  will  deliver 
Sr°£w.iBdSaB.?ffi°  to  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  to  whom  you  are  to  report  yourself. 

manding    Arctic     Squadron.        YoU  Avill  IcaVC  this  plaCC  tO-morrOW,  the  5th  JunC,  at  6h.  A.M. 

?ecreta"y  of"the  Idmlraity-         Givcu  uudcr  my  hand,  at  Bcechey  Island,  the  4th  June  1854. 
marked  secret.  '  (Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Enclosure  No.  69-  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter, 
of  Lieurcheync.       Captain  Kellett  to  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 

Copy  of  Orders  from  Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 

By  Henry  Kellett,   Esquire,  C.B.,  Captain,    Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  Resolute,"  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

Taking  command  of  the  "John  Dyer  "  sledge,  manned  Avith  ten  men,  and 
provisioned,  for  live  days. 

You  will  receive  for  conveyance  to  the  Baring  rendezvous  the  provisions 
p>isouit23i  ibfi.,  in  packages  of  and  fucl  natncd  on  the  margin,  and  proceed  to  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assist- 
cXtavc^On  9-inch  icngii>»)  ancc,"  ofF  Capc  Osborji,  reporting  yourself  to  _Cai)tain  "Sir  "Edward  Belcher, 
a  proportion.  K.C.B.,  from  whom  you  will  receive  further  directions. 

On  nrriving  at  tlie  above-named  rendezvous  you  mh'II  deposit  the  stores, 
leaving  tlicni  in  cliaige  oC  the  serjcant  of  the  "  Assistance,"  who  will 
countersign  the  receipt  for  them;  this  receipt  you  will  deliver  to  the  senior 
officer  on  your  arrival. 
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You  are  not  to  interfere  in  any  way  with  Mr.  Nares,  or  the  party  under 
his  charge. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  at 
Beechey  Island,  the  31st  day  of  May  1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Proceedings 
of  Lieut.  Cheyue. 


Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  to  Lieutenant  Cheyne. 
Copy  of  Orders  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 
By  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 
You  will  proceed  to  Baring  rendezvous,  obtain  the  signature  of  the 
Serjeant,  as  ordered  by  Captain  Kellett,  and  proceed  to  Beechey  Island, 
where  you  will  obey  the  orders  of  the  senior  officer,  presenting  to  him  these 
orders  and  the  completed  receipt. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  Assistance," 
this  4th  day  of  June  1854. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher. 


Lieutenant  Cheyne  to  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  Senior  Officer,  Beechey 

Island. 

Report  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledges  "  John  Dyer  "  and  "  John  Barrow." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  June  10th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  Captain  Sir 
Edward  Belcher,  my  proceedings  en  route  from  Beechey  Island  to  Her 
Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance,"  and  on  my  return  to  this  ship,  as  follows  : — 
At  7h.  P.M.  started  for  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance,"  in  charge  of 
the  sledge  "  John  Dyer"  and  a  party  of  ten  men  from  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"North  Star"  (Mr.  Nares,  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Resolute,"  in  company, 
with  a  like  party). 

The  "John  Dj^er  "  was  provisioned  for  five  days,  taking  also  231  lbs. 
biscuit,  and  24  staves  of  casks  as  fuel  to  Cape  Bowden. 

At  Ih.  A.M.  arrived  at  the  tent  on  Point  Innes ;  found  Mr.  Grove's  party 
there,  also  en  route  to  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance."  As  they  refused 
giving  up  the  tent,  we  re-packed  the  sledge,  and  proceeded  on  for  Cape 
Bowden.  Issued  an  extra  day's  provisions  in  consequence  of  making  two 
marches  in  one  (perforce).  At  2h.  a.m.  met  Lieutenant  May,  with  a 
party  from  "  Assistance."  At  3h.  a.m.  arrived  up  with  Mr.  Nares  (who 
had  headed  us  from  Point  Innes)  ;  pitched  on  the  floe.  About  five  miles 
south  of  Cape  Bowden  passed  a  crack  of  two  feet  width,  running  across 
channel.  At  8h.  15m.  a.m.  arrived  at  Cape  Bowden.  At  Ih.  p.m. 
Mr,  Grove  arrived.  At  lOh.  30m.  p.m.  Mr.  Nares  arrived.  At  llh.  30m. 
p.m.  we  started,  having  left  the  before-mentioned  stores  with  the  serjeant 
who  is  stationed  there. 

About  8h.  30m.  a.m.  arrived  at  Cape  Grinnell.  Travelling  very  heavy 
from  the  late  fall  of  soft  snow.  At  8h.  45m.  p.m.  Mr.  Grove  arrived,  and 
at  the  same  time  the  dog  sledge  passed  en  route  to  "  North  Star."  At 
llh.  p.m.  proceeded,  leaving  Mr.  Grove  in  possession  of  the  tent.  Mr. 
Nares  came  up  as  we  left,  and  we  proceeded  in  company. 

At  Ih.  A.M.  Mr.  Nares  stopped  to  have  four  hours'  rest ;  passed  several 
cracks  of  about  one  foot  in  Avidth,  and  at  6h.  a.m.  arrived  at  the  tent  two 
miles  south  of  Cape  Osborn.  At  lOh.  a.m.  Mr.  Nares  arrived  and 
pitched  alongside  of  us.  At  9h.  p-m.  Mr.  Grove  arrived,  and  at  midnight 
Mr.  Nares  and  myself  proceeded  in  company. 

Passing  three  or  four  more  cracks  off  Cape  Osborn,  we  arrived  on 
board  the  "  Assistance  "  at  5h.  30m.  a.m.  At  8h.  p.m.,  having  received  a 
party  of  eight  invalids,  along  with  the  sledge  "  John  Barrow,"  weighted  to 
105  lbs.  per  man,  and  provisioned  for  five  days,  I  left  the  "  Assistance"  for 
"  North  Star." 

About  4h.  A.jM.  arrived  at  the  first  tent  very  tired.  About  7h.  30m.  p.m. 
started  for  Cape  Grinnell. 

About  5h.  30m.  a.m.  arrived  at  the  tent  at  Cape  Grinnell,  the  sledge 
crew  being  quite  fagged  out,  and  one  man  not  able  to  pull.  At  midnight 
we  started  for  Cape  Bowden. 

H.  3  I 


May  31st,  Wednesday. 


June  1st,  Thursday, 


June  2d,  Friday. 


June  3d,  Saturday. 


June  4th,  Sunday. 


June  5tli,  Monday. 
June  6th,  Tuesday 
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Proceedings  After  getting  through  the  hummocks  just  south  of  Cape  Grinnell,  the 

of  Lieut.  Clicync.  slcdgc  crcw  being  already  tired,  I  left  them  and  walked  on  for  Cape 
Bowden,  for  the  purpose  of  sending  the  two  hands  stationed  there  to  assist 
them  in.  On  arriving  found  Lieutenant  May's  party  pitched  there,  on 
their  journey  to  "  Assistance."  .\pplicd  to  him  for  three  of  his  men  to  go 
on  with  me  to  Point  limes  next  march.  In  the  meantime  he  sent  his  whole 
party  and  the  two  men  stationed  at  Cape  Tiowden  to  bring  them  in.  At 
June  7th,  Wednesday.  9h.  A.M.  they  arrived;  the  invalids  were  perfectly  used  up,  some  of  them 
feeling  very  ill.  At  about  lOh.  a.m.  Lieutenant  May  left  for  Cape  Grinnell, 
leaving  three  men  behind  to  assist  our  party.  At  about  9h.  p.m.  started 
for  Point  Lines,  taking  on  the  three  aforesaid  men,  besides  the  two  hands 
stationed  at  Cape  Bowden.  When  nearly  halfway  to  Point  Innes  the  two 
men  returned  to  their  station  at  Cape  Bowden. 

At  2h.  15m.  A.M.  met  Mr.  Purchass,  Engineer  of  "  Intrepid,"  en  route 
to  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance,"  with  a  party  of  eleven  men  from 
"  North  Star."  Christopher  Allen  obhged  to  get  on  the  sledge,  his  strength 
having  entirely  left  him.  About  4h.  30m.  a.m.  arrived  at  the  tent  at  Point 
June  8th,  Thursday.  Lines,  the  invalids  being  completely  exhausted.  Having  seen  them  bagged 
and  had  some  supper,  I  left  them  to  rest,  and  walked  on  to  the  "  North 
Star"  to  get  a  party  sent  out  to  their  assistance.  At  llh.  30m.  a.m. 
I  arrived  on  board,  and  reported  myself  (per  order)  to  Captain  Kellett, 
delivering  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  despatches. 

At  6h.  p.m.  a  party  went  out  undei"  Mi'.  Scott,  assistant  surgeon  of 
*'  Intrepid,"  and,  meeting  the  sledge  off  Point  Innes  (they  having  just 
started),  returned  to  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  North  Star "  at  2h.  a.m.  or 
Friday  the  9th  June.    Enclosed  are  the  orders  received  by  me. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  P.  Cheyne,  Lieutenant. 


Enclosure  No.  70.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Proceedings  Lieutenant  Mecham  to  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  Beechey  Island. 

of  Lieut.  Mecham.  .      ,  r^,  .  ,  ^     „^     ,     -r  ,  , 

  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 

Sir,  June  14th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  left  the  ship  on  April  3d,  in 
command  of  the  sledge  "  Discoverj^"  having  under  my  orders  Mr.  Krabbe, 
with  sledge  "  Newton."  On  the  fatigue  party  leaving  us,  shaped  our 
course  to  the  W.N.W.,  and  travelled  over  heavy  hummocks  of  pressed  up 
young  ice,  following  the  best  leads  to  the  northward  until  the  5th,  when  we 
gained  a  perfectly  level  floe,  about  30  miles  N.W.  of  the  ship.  Passed  one 
mile  south  of  Cape  Gillman,  and  arrived  at  Melville  Island  on  the  8th,  and 
the  Sailors'  Home,  Dealy  Island,  on  the  12th.  Off  Point  Griffiths  we 
remained  a  day  encamped  on  account  of  the  disabled  state  of  several  men 
from  snow  blindness,  sore  feet  and  ankles. 

The  house  we  found  in  perfect  condition,  well  banked  up  with  snow  on  the 
outside,  but  the  interior  perfectly  free  from  drift.  The  upper  part  of  the 
bread  in  No.  1  tank  was  slightly  damaged,  and  one  rum  cask  about  one  quarter 
empty.  After  provisioning  oiu-  sledges  we  proceeded  on  the  1 3th  to  the 
westward.  Deposited  a  record  on  the  stone  in  Winter  Harbour,  crossed 
over  Point  Hearne,  and  travelled  about  3  miles  off  shore  towards  Cape 
Providence.  On  the  18th  shaped  our  course  for  Cape  Russell  on  Baring 
Island,  and  gradually  changed  to  night  travelling.  About  8  miles  south  of 
Cape  Providence  entered  the  first  range  of  heavy  hummocks,  composed  of 
yoimg  ice  ;  througli  tin's  we  travelled  about  5  miles,  when  we  met  the  old 
floes,  generally  surrounded  by  heavy  ridges  of  pressed  up  young  ice. 
About  the  centre  of  the  straits  we  found  the  floes  old  and  of  larger  extent, 
and  ;is  we  neared  the  southern  shoiv,  we  were  constantly  entangled  during 
dense  fogs  among  most  intricate  himunocks  and  deep  snow,  which  made 
the  travelling  most  laborious.  On  the  24th  April  the  land  was  indistinctly 
seen  with  a  glass  jd)oiit  six  mik^s  distant,  and  soon  after,  on  the  Aveather 
clearing,  found  that  we  had  })ass('d  the  old  ice,  and  a  large  extent  of 
pressed  up  young  floes  lay  beibre  us.    On  the  25th  encamped  ofl'  a  low 
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point  at  the  entrance  of  an  inlet,  which  I  supposed  to  be  Cape  Russell,  Proceedings 
as  the  high  land  near  Cape  Providence  was  distinctly  seen  bearing  of  Lieut.  Mecham. 
N.  f  E.  Here  I  deposited  1 1  da^^s'  provisions  in  depot,  and  dispatched 
Mr.  Krabbe  to  the  westward  in  execution  of  your  orders  ;  I  also  directi  d 
him,  on  his  return  to  Dealj  Island,  to  examine  the  bread  and  remove 
as  much  of  the  damaged  part  as  possi})le.  After  leaving  the  depot  the  land 
trended  to  the  S.S.W.,  along  which  we  steered.  On  the  26th,  during  a 
heavy  northerly  breeze,  we  came  to  very  old  ice,  deeply  covered  with 
snow,  most  unlike  that  described  in  Prince  of  Wales  Straits.  The  high 
land  on  each  side  terminates  abruptly,  beyond  which  there  appeared  to  be 
an  extensive  plain  swelling  across  the  bottom.  This  mistake  obliged  us  to 
go  upon  half  allowance  of  provisions,  pick  up  our  depot,  and  follow  the  land 
to  the  westward.  In  two  journies  vfe  opened  the  Prince  of  Wales  Straits  ; 
this,  together  with  the  bearings  of  Melville  Island,  satisfied  me  that  the 
land  must  be  laid  down  too  far  to  the  eastward.  W^hen  south  of  Cape 
Russell,  I  deposited  our  depot,  and  proceeded  to  the  south-westward,  about 
2  miles  off  shore.  Although  the  ice  was  considerably  pressed  up,  the 
snow  was  hard,  and  travelling  tolerably  good.  Landed  occasionally  to 
obtain  drift  wood,  which  was  in  great  abundance  about  the  low  points. 
On  the  4th  May,  at  midnight,  arrived  at  the  Princess  Royal  Islands, 
and  at  the  cairn  found  a  document  stating  that  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"Enterprise"  had,  in  1851,  passed  up  the  straits  to  Point  Peel,  returned, 
and  after  following  the  west  coast  of  Baring  Island  to  lat.  72°  55'  N.,  had 
wintered  in  1851  and  1852,  in  lat  71°  35'  N.,  117°  40'  W.,  also  that  in- 
formation of  her  movements  would  be  found  upon  an  islet  in  lat.  71°  36'  N., 
119°  W.  Provisioned  the  sledge  for  10  days,  and  started  that  night  to  the 
southward  in  quest  of  further  traces.  After  passing  Point  Garden,  found 
the  beach  thickly  strewed  with  the  traces  of  Esquimaux  encampments 
On  the  9th  arrived  at  the  islet,  and  after  several  hours  found  records, 
10  feet  magnetic  north  of  a  small  cairn  built  upon  the  summit.  These 
stated  that  the  "  Enterprise's  "  parties  had  visited  Point  Hearne  on  Melville 
Island,  and  had  examined  the  north  and  south  shores  of  Prince  Albert's 
Land.  Upon  her  leaving  this  on  27th  August  1852,  intended  to  pursue  a 
channel  between  WoUaston  and  Prince  Albert's  Land.  For  particulars  I 
beg  to  refer  you  to  the  accompanying  records.  Rebuilt  the  cairn,  deposited 
charts  and  every  information  connected  with  our  proceedings,  also  records 
of  depots,  &c.  Taking  into  consideration  the  date  of  these  notices  and  my 
remaining  resources,  I  determined  to  return  with  all  despatch  to  the  ship. 
Arrived  at  the  islands  on  the  i3th,  provisioned  the  sledge,  and  deposited 
records,  &c.  The  whale  boat  I  found  in  perfect  condition,  but  the  sugar 
and  two  cases  of  potatoes  soddened  with  the  wet ;  the  cocoa  also  damaged. 
These  I  removed  to  the  rise  above  the  depot.  After  leaving  the  islands, 
despatched  the  sledge  along  the  south  shore  of  the  straits,  and  travelled 
along  north  side,  accompanied  by  one  man,  with  the  small  one.  Deposited 
records  at  Point  Russell,  and  rejoined  the  sledge  on  the  17th;  found  them 
all  ready  to  start ;  having  built  a  cairn,  deposited  records,  and  having  no 
fuel  of  any  kind,  had  collected  sufficient  drift  wood  to  last  us  to  Dealy 
Island.  On  May  19th  we  cleared  the  straits  and  travelled  direct  for  Cape 
Providence.  The  ice  for  10  miles  off  Cape  Russell  we  found  of  last  year's 
formation  without  a  crack.  After  crossing  a  barrier  of  very  heavy  old 
hummocks,  came  to  a  level,  but  old  floe,  over  which  we  travelled  15  miles, 
and  then  entered  heavy  hummocks,  of  young  ice,  mixed  with  small  floes  of 
heavy  old  ice ;  through  these  we  travelled  30  miles,  and  on  the  23d 
cleared  them  about  7  miles  S.E.  of  Cape  Providence.  Very  heavy  falls  of 
snow  and  strong  easterly  winds  checked  our  progress  very  much,  and 
caused  snow  blindness  throughout  the  party.  On  the  27th  arrived  at  the 
Sailors'  Home,  Dealy  Island,  and  found  orders  to  proceed  to  Beechey 
Island  ;  also  that  Mr.  Krabbe  had  left  on  the  26th,  and  Lieutenant  Hamilton 
on  the  21st.  The  heaps  of  letters,  papers,  and  news  of  all  kinds,  which 
our  shipmates  had  contributed  added  much  to  our  pleasure,  but  little  to 
our  rest.  Deposited  records,  notices,  &c.,  of  our  proceedings,  and  after 
provisioning  and  securing  the  house,  started  at  midnight  to  the  eastward. 
Walked  overland  to  Skene  Bay,  but  found  no  traces  of  large  game.  The 
light  rain  and  warm  weather  softened  the  snow  very  much,  and  pools  of 
water  were  seen  on  the  land  about  Point  Ross.    On  the  30th  overtook 
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Proceedings  jvir.  Kriibbc  near  Ti^oiiit  (j)-iffitlis.  Travelled  to^^ether  and  readied  most 
Lieut.  Mccliam.  intricate  liuminocks  20  rrjiles  east  of  (^apc;  (iillnian,  Avliicb  were  niof^t  tire- 
some, owing'  to  the  sloj^py  state  of  the  snow.  The  vveathf-r  then  f>ecame 
much  colder,  which  checked  the  thaw,  and  improved  the  travelling.  On 
June  .'jth  an-ived  at  Cape  Cockburn  depot.  Mndiii^'  that  I  was  sofnewhat 
lighter  than  Mr.  Krahl)e,  together  with  the  importance  of  reaching  the 
ship  as  soon  as  possible,  I  informed  hini  of  my  intention  to  travel  inde- 
pendently. IjvAI  everything  secure  at  the  depot  and  proceeded  on  our 
journey.  Passed  over  very  decayed  ice  inside  Moore  Island,  and  overtook 
Mr.  Hamilton  off  Cape  Capel.  His  dogs  were  much  fagged,  but  I  hoped 
by  giving  them  a  few  good  feeds  of  damaged  pciinmican  to  enable  him  to 
push  on  a  day  in  advance  of  me  to  the  ship,  but  the  favourable  winds 
allowed  us  to  keep  well  up,  and  on  the  11th  June  we  encamped  together 
near  Cape  Hotham.  During  the  last  three  journies  we  crossed  several 
cracks  open  in  the  ice,  varying  from  6  to  12  feet  in  width.  On  the  evening 
of  the  11th,  the  dogs  being  fresh,  I  left  Lieutenant  Hamilton  in  charge  of 
my  sledge,  proceeded  with  the  dogs  across  Wellington  Channel,  and  arrived 
on  board  the  "North  Star"  at  4h.  30m.  a.m.,  of  the  12th,  kindly  welcomed 
by  all  hands.  For  the  detail  of  the  journey  I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my 
journal,  &c. 

Throughout  the  journey  we  have  all  enjoyed  good  health,  but  the  men 
are  much  reduced  by  their  exertions,  and  all  complain  of  sore  ankles  and 
feet,  &c.  Although  travelling  along  land  well  known  by  us  as  being  stocked 
with  animals,  we  have  only  seen  6  reindeer  and  7  musk  oxen,  besides  small 
game,  and  have  only  procured  1  reindeer,  3  hares,  and  30  ptarmigan,  which 
obliged  us  to  be  content  with  one  meal  a  day. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me  to  bring  before  your  notice  the  most  excellent 
behaviour  of  the  men.  Circumstances  have  obliged  us  frequently  to  travel 
upon  reduced  rations,  but  throughout  I  have  never  heard  a  murmur ;  and 
they  have  evinced  such  spirit  and  zeal  in  the  performance  of  their  work, 
that  in  spite  of  the  tedium  connected  with  travelling,  they  have  voluntarily 
performed  distances  which,  under  ordinary  circumstances,  I  would  not 
have  ordered  them. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)        G.  F.  Mecham,  Lieutenant. 


Abstract  of  Journey. 

Number  of  days  on  outward  journey         -       _  -  -  37 

Ditto         liomeward  journey  -  -        -       -  33 


Niimber  of  journeys  lost  by  detentions 


Number  of  days  absent       -        -       -  70 


Number  of  complete  journeys  made   -       -       -  -       -  61^ 

Miles.  Geo.       Miles.  Eng. 

Distance  travelled  by  large  sledge       -  -       -    1,107    =  1,279 

Ditto  small  sledge    -  -  -  50 

Length  of  journey  -  -    1,157     =  1,336'5 


Average  distance  of  each  journey  made  by  large  sledge      18  =20 
Total  distance     by  Gl;]-  (number  of  journeys)  -      18 '8    =  21-7 

Ditto       -4- by  70  (number  of  days  absent)       -      16'5    =  19 
Records  dejjositcd       -       -  -  -  -       -  7 

Charts  of  discoveries,  ])()siti()ns  of  depots,  &c.        -  -  4 

(Signed)  G.  F.  Mecham,  Lieutenant. 


Enclosure  No.  7 1 .  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Vfncj:(t<\\n{rH  Mr.  l'\  J.  KnAiiiif;  io  Captain  H.  Kvaaa<)tv,  C.B.,  Beechey  Island. 

ol  Mr.  Kni\>]>C:  ^  ^  j^,^.  Mi.josly's  Sliip  "  Norll.  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 

Sir,  JiiDc;  I'Mli,  ISfA'. 

In  (^ompliniice  with  your  orders  of  27th  March  1854,  1  took  charge  of 
the  sledge  "  Newton,"  manned  with  seven  men  from  "  Intrepid,"  and  pro- 
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ceeded  from  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Resolute,"  under  your  command,  in  Proceedings 
company  with  Lieutenant  Mecham,  on  3d  April  1854,  toAvards  Dealy  ofMr.  Krabb( 
Island  ;  at  which  place  we  arrived  on  the  12th  April,  The  house  and  cairn 
were  found  to  be  in  perfect  order,  with  very  little  drift  or  frost  either  inside 
or  out  the  former.  One  of  the  tanks  of  biscuit  was,  hoAvever,  slightly 
damp  and  mildewed  in  one  corner,  apparently  caused  by  the  waste-valve 
having  admitted  damp.  We  completed  our  provisions  at  this  depot  to 
22  days,  with  an  additional  11  days  for  the  "  Discovery,"  as  a  depot,  and 
proceeded  westward  on  the  13th,  still  in  company,  passing  near  Cape  Pro- 
vidence^ and  thence  towards  Cape  Russell.  At  the  former  place  it  was 
found  necessary  to  change  into  night  travelling  as  quickly  as  possible,  as 
several  men  at  both  sledges  were  suffering  from  snow  blindness.  Hitherto 
the  floe  had  been  good  for  travelling,  nearly  all  being  last  year's  ice ;  but 
about  10'  southward  of  Cape  Providence  heavy  pack  of  old  and  new  ice 
was  met,  and  continued  with  us  until  arriAnng  within  a  few  miles  of  the 
opposite  land. 

The  difficulty  of  steering  through  this  pack  in  continuous  thick  weather 
threw  us  eastward  of  our  course,  so  that  on  making  Point  Peel  in  thick 
weather  it  was  mistaken  for  Point  Parker,  and  the  depot  deposited  l6' 
eastward  of  it  on  the  night  of  the  25th  April,  when  I  parted  company  with 
Lieutenant  Mecham,  and  proceeded  along  the  beach  westward ;  but  at 
6h.  A.M.  ^1" ,  the  weather  being  still  very  thick,  and  the  coast  line  not 
agreeing  with  the  chart,  I  Avaited  for  it  to  clear,  and  placed  the  crew^  on 
two-thirds  provisions.  The  next  day  I  saAV  we  were  on  Prince  Albert  Land, 
when  I  proceeded  north-westward  at  once  for  Cape  Russell,  and  thence, 
with  new  ice  ^nearly  all  the  way,  to  the  Bay  of  Mercy ;  and  finally  arrived 
on  board  the  "  Livestigator  "  at  lOh.  30m.  p.m.  of  the  5th  of  May. 

I  saw  the  ship  from  Point  Back,  and  when  within  four  or  five  miles 
could  plainly  see  with  naked  eye  the  stacked  spars  on  the  beach,  but  the 
cairn  I  could  not  see  so  quickly ;  the  former,  however,  Avill  always  be 
efficient  marks  for  the  depot. 

The  tattered  remains  of  the  ensign  and  pendant  were  still  flying,  and  an 
accumulation  of  drift  on  the  northern  side  of  the  ship,  sufKcient  to  enable 
me  to  Avalk  in  over  her  gmwale ;  there  Avas  a  good  deal  on  her  decks 
also,  but  not  to  prevent  our  easily  getting  at  the  fore  hatchway. 

The  ship's  head  AA'as  N.  30°  W.  (true),  her  cable  hanging  slack  under 
her  boAV.  She  was  heeled  about  10°  to  starboard,  and  slightly  by  the 
head.  There  AA^ere  no  signs  of  pressure  about  her,  although  the  oakum 
was  hanging  very  loosely  out  of  most  of  the  seams.  She  AA^as  S.  12°  E. 
1,400  yards  from  the  cairn,  and  426  yards  from  nearest  point  of  beach,  her 
stern  being  in  1 1  fathoms  of  water. 

On  going  beloAV  I  found  all  things  in  good  order,  and  the  loAver  deck 
pretty  free  from  frost,  but  overhead  on  orlop  decks  there  AA^ere  great 
accumulations. 

On  examining  the  holds  I  found  she  had  leaked  during  the  preceding 
summer  so  much  that  she  was  noAv  full  to  the  orlop  beams  forAvard,  and 
AAithin  10  inches  of  them  abaft  with  solid  ice. 

I,  therefore,  at  once  determined  on  clearing  her  of  all  useful  stores,  in 
compliance  AAdth  your  orders  ;  and  for  this  purpose,  as  also  to  repair  kettles, 
dry  tent  furniture,  &c.,  I  brought  my  crcAV  on  board. 

I  commenced  work  on  6th  May,  and  completed  landing  by  the  Qth,  as 
per  Enclosure  No.  1,  the  stores  and  provisions,  leaving,  hoAvever,  all  the 
spirits.  Avine,  coals,  and,  according  to  accounts,  3,300  lbs.  of  preserved 
meats,  firmly  frozen  in  in  the  holds.  The  ullages  of  slops  and  18^  CAvt. 
of  biscuit  I  placed  in  lower  deck  cabins,  as  also  small  ullages  of  provisions. 
On  the  9th  I  packed  16  days'  provisions  for  my  OAvn  sledge.  During  this 
time  I  had  personally  packed  the  medicines,  as  per  list  given  Avith  your 
orders,  as  also  a  fcAV  botanical  and  zoological  specimens,  thermometers,  &c. 
The  medicines  Avere  eventually  left  at  Dealy  Island  House.  On  the  10th 
I  Avas  employed  in  clearing  the  ship,  securing  holds,  &c. ;  and  the  crcAV 
Avere  alloAved  a  few  hours  for  repairing  their  OAvn  clothes. 

I  deposited  the  records  you  gave  me  in  the  cairn,  with  an  additional  one 
of  my  OAA'n,  a  copy  of  which  I  enclose  (No.  2 ) ;  and  at  6h.  p  m.  of  1 1th  May 
I  left  the  ship  on  my  return,  having  secured  the  hatches  and  seen  the  ship 
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Pi-ococdings^         ill  every  respeel,  precisely  iis  I  loiiiuj  licr.     Both  in  enterin^^  and  on  Jeaviiig 
^^'^y  '  P^''^  marked  attention  to  the  state  of  the  ice  in  Tt,  and  am  confi- 
Points  I'rovidenre  and  Back,  ^^^'^^  ^'^^      wutcr  iiiadc  insldc  ;i  line  from  IVjint  IVovidence  to 

and  headlands  or  Mercy  Bay.    Point  JJack  (luriiig-  1853,  but  tliat  tlicrc  was  open  water  during  that  season 

along  the  whole  line,  and  which  finally  met  and  arrested  pieces  from  the 
puck  around  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  HaTniltf)n.  Ahjng  the  cliffs  of 
Banks'  Land  also  there  was  a  belt  of  new  ice,  from  2'  to  4'  wide,  termi- 
nating in  heavy  pressure  on  Point  Parker.  The  pack  from  5'  north  of 
Cape  Hamilton  to  within  }()'  of  Melville  Island  was  somewhat  heavier 
and  older  than  found  in  crossing  furtiier  eastward. 

I  arrived  at  Melville  Island,  a  little  westward  of  (Jape  Dundas,  on 
19th  May,  and  after  passing  over  nothing  l)ut  new  ice,  arrived  at  Dealy 
House  at  Oh.  30ni.  a.m.,  26th  May,  where  I  leceived  your  orders  to  pro- 
ceed to  Beechey  Island  at  once.  I  re-examined  the  biscuit  tank,  in 
accordance  with  Lieutenant  Mecham's  orders,  but  did  not  think  it  advisable 
to  clear  it,  as  the  waste  that  would  be  incurred  would  be  more  than  tlie  loss 
of  the  few  pounds  damaged.  The  valve-hole  I  carefully  greased  inside. 
On  P.M.  26th  I  took  12  days'  provisions,  reduced  to  the  scale  given  in  your 
last  orders,  and  at  9h.  'M)m.  proceeded  with  all  possible  dispatch  for  Beechey 
Island.  When  off  Point  Griffiths  at  4h.  30m.  a.m.  I  was  joined  company  b}' 
Lieutenant  Mecham  and  his  party,  and  from  thence  we  proceeded  together 
to  Cape  Cockburn  depot,  where  we  arrived  at  2  a.m.,  5th  June,  and  picked 
up  our  provisions.  By  this  time  the  thaw  had  fairly  come  on,  having 
begun  almost  suddenly  with  drizzling  rain  on  31st  May. 

The  men's  feet  were,  of  course,  very  tender,  but  with  the  aid  of  flannel 
bandages  we  were  prevented  having  any  serious  cases. 

In  consequence  of  a  communication  from  Lieutenant  Mecham  we  pro- 
ceeded independently  towards  Beechey  Island.    At  Sh.  p.m.,  6th  June,  we 
overtook  Lieutenant  Hamilton  and  his  dog  party  5'  eastward  of  Moore 
Island,  and  finally  arrived  on  board  this  vessel  at  .5h.  30m.  a.m.,  L3th  June. 
iVoie.— Too  early  to  see  much.      Although  most  anxious  to  procurc  game,  and  having  been  to  both  the 

places  generally  considered  as  having  the  greatest  abundance,  one  musk 
ox,  one  hare,  and  nineteen  ptarmigan  comprise  the  list  of  those  shot. 
Three  deer  and  four  musk  oxen  were  seen  near  Cape  Hamilton,  and  three 
of  the  latter  at  Cape  Providence. 

In  conclusion,  I  cannot  but  speak  with  the  highest  satisfaction  of  the 
conduct  of  my  crew,  who  have  all  suffered  more  or  less  painfully  from  snow 
blindness  and  sore  feet,  but  still  continued  their  work  as  heartily  as  I  could 
have  wished. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Frederick  J.  Krabb£,  Master, 
and  in  charge  of  the  Party 

A  List  of  Records  deposited. 

"  Resolute's  "  records,  chart,  and  one  from  myself,  in  cairn  in  the  Bay  of 
Mercy ;  record  in  a  cairn  built  on  Cape  Hamilton ;  record  in  box  in  Dealy 
Island  House. 

Abstract  of  Travelling. 


Total  number  of  days  absent        -  71 
Employed  on  board  "  Investigator    -    5 J, 
All  other  detentions  -  -  8 

—  13-5 


Potal  numl)er  of  marches       -       -  57"5 


Miles,  (ico.  Miles,  Eng. 

Total  distance  travelled       -       866       -  J, 001 

Average  lengtli  of  marches  -         15       -  17'4 


(Signed)       Frederick  J.  Krabb£. 
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No.  1. 


A  List  of  Provisions  and  Stores  landed  in  the  Bay  of  Mercy  from  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  "Investigator,"  May  1854. 


Proceedings 
of  Mr.  Krabb^. 


Biscuit 
Salt  beef 
Salt  pork 
Suet 
Flour 
Tobacco 
Sugar 
Tea 

Preserved  meats 
Flannel 
Duck 
Serge 
Mitts 

Flushing  jackets 


1,232  lbs.  in  12  casks. 


304  „ 
200  „ 
112  „ 
720  „ 
750  „ 
475  „ 


1 


5?  J5 

,,  harness  cask. 
,,    1  cask. 

5?  3 

5,    5  cases. 
„    1  cask. 
50  (?)  ullage  in  a  cask. 
1,150  lbs.  stoAved  between  casks. 
230  yards  in  1  bale. 
70    ,,     „  1  ullage  bale. 
80    „      „  1  bale. 
100  pairs  „  1  bale. 
15  (?)  in  an  ullage  bale. 
Tent  gear  (contents  unknown)  ditto. 
Main  deck  and  forecastle  housing  cloths. 
One  main  course. 
One  royal. 

(Signed)       Frederick  J.  Krabb^,  Master, 

in  charge  of  Party. 


No.  2. 

Copy  of  a  Record  deposited  in  Cairn  in  Bay  of  Mercy. 

The  party  which  deposited  this  arrived  here  on  the  5th  May  1854  from 
Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Resolute,"  Captain  H.  Kellett,  C.B.,  and  will  leave 
to  rejoin  her  on  11th  May.  On  visiting  the  ship  she  was  found  to  have 
moved  a  little  from  her  former  position  (probably  400  yards  south-eastward). 
Her  head  was  N.  30°  W.,  true,  heeling  10°  to  starboard.  She  was  S.  12°  E. 
1,400  yards  from  this  cairn,  and  426  yards  from  nearest  point  of  beach, 
with  1 1  fathoms  of  Avater  under  her  stern.  The  water  was  frozen  in  solid 
fore  and  aft  below  to  the  height  of  the  orlop  deck.  The  available  stores 
were,  therefore,  all  landed,  as  per  list  on  other  side  of  this.  The  remaining 
biscuit,  ullages  of  slops  and  provisions,  were  all  put  in  lower  deck  cabins. 
There  are  probably  buried  in  the  two  meat  rooms  3,300  lbs.  of  preserved 
meats :  the  rum,  wine,  and  coals  are  also  buried.  A  cask  of  flour  and  a 
cwt.  tin  of  preserved  potatoes  could  not  be  found. 

The  depot  at  Dealy  Island  House  was  found  in  excellent  order,  except 
a  little  biscuit  spoiled  by  damp ;  and  no  one  had  visited  it  since  August 
1853. 

The  crew  of  "  Investigator  "  wintered  on  board  "Resolute"  and  "In- 
trepid 1853-4.    They  were  to  leave  for  Beechey  Island  in  April  1854. 

The  "  Enterprise  "  has  not  been  seen  or  heard  of  by  us  since  leaving 
Hong  Kong  in  1851. 

[A  list  of  the  provisions  taken  and  landed  as  per  Enclosures  Nos.  1  and  3.] 

(Signed)       Frederick  J.  Krabbe, 

Master  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Intrepid," 

in  charge  of  the  Party. 


3  14 


(    440  ) 


Proceedings 

of  Mr.  Krabbe.         ^  ^^jj.,,,     Pi;ovfSIONS  takoii)  from  I)(!j)ofc,s  hy  tlic  SlrfJgo  "  N*;wtoii/'  Mr.  F.  KmhW:, 
'  Master,  in  chai'ge  of  Party. 


FnOM  WHAT  DliFOT, 

AKTICLES. 

April  12th,  1854, 

1 

April  lath, 

"  Investigator," 

Consumed 

May  2Gth,  IH'A, 

])ealy  House, 

1 1  (lays  for 

10  flays  for 

whilst 

IX'aly  Jiouse, 

20  days,  8  men. 

"  discovery." 

K  iiiei). 

on  board. 

12  flays. 

Bi.scuit 

IGO  lbs. 

HH  Ib.s. 

128  lbs. 

lbs. 

9H  lbs. 

CM 

9H  Ib.s. 

4S 

to 

Boiled  bacon 

()1  „ 

^  i  !> 

48  . 

110  „ 

20  „ 

(—(yi  boiled. J 

Preserved  potatoes 

20  „ 

11  „ 

16  „ 

7  „ 

12  „ 

Chocolate  - 

10  „ 

2J- 

H  „ 

3  „ 

5, 

Tea    -      -  - 

11 

■■■4  » 

li 

5) 

2 

1  i  oz. 

12  oz. 

Sugar    -       -  - 

12-!- 

12  „ 

8  lb.s. 

71  lb.. 

Oil  for  fuel 

20  „ 

1(3  „ 

20  „ 

Rum  for  fuel  and 

drinking  - 

5§f  gallons 

1  gallon 

6|  gallon.s  for  all  (from 

shore  depot.) 

30  lbs. 

•5  „ 

(Signed)       Frederick  J.  Krabbe, 

Master  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Intrepid, 
in  chai-ge  of  Party. 


Enclosure  No.  72.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Lieutenant  Hamilton  to  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  North  Star." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  June  14th,  1854. 

Proceedin'-'s  of  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  in  pursuance  of  your  orders,  I  left 

Lieutenant  Hamilton.    Her  Majesty's  ship  "Resolute"  at  7h.  p.m.  May  8th.    Till  within  12'  of 

 ■  Byam  Martin  Island  the  ice  was  very  hummocky,  obliging  us  frequently  to 

make  two  trips  with  our  load  ;  the  misty  state  of  the  weather  and  northerly 
trend  of  the  leads  obliged  me  to  make  the  land  near  Point  Langley,  where 
I  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  11th.  Here  I  left  a  depot  of  four  days' 
provisions,  and  all  our  spare  gear,  in  order  to  lighten  the  sledge  as  much  as 
possible.  A  northerly  gale  detained  me  till  Ih.  a.m.  of  the  13th.  I  arrived 
at  Point  Griffiths  at  4h.  a.m.  on  the  14th.  I  remained  here  till  lOh.  p.m. 
of  the  1.5th.  Our  hunting  was  completely  unsuccessful;  not  a  track  of  any 
animal  was  seen,  and  only  eiglit  ptarmigan.  At  the  depot  I  found  about 
two  gallons  of  rum,  which  1  conveyed  to  Dealy  Island,  for  the  use  of  the 
Avestern  parties,  arriving  there  at  4h.  a.m.  of  the  18th.  Our  journey  from 
Point  GriHiths  was  made  principally  across  the  land,  and  although  the 
splendid  hunting  ground  (of  last  year)  about  Skeene  ]?ay  and  Beverly 
Inlet  -were  examined,  not  a  solitary  track  was  seen  ;  22  ptarmigan 

were,  however,  shot.  Everything  about  the  depot  Avas  in  as  good  order  as 
when  the  shij)  left.  I*'rom  the  top  of  the  cairn  I  had  a  good  view  of  the 
surrounding  plains,  but  as  I  could  not  see  a  musk  ox,  1  proceeded  to  Cape 
Bounty,  wliere  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  shoot  two  musk  oxen  and  a  few 
ptarmigan.  I  rein;iinc(l  hvrv  18  lioiu's,  to  rest  and  feed  the  dogs,  who  had 
been  without  ibod  for  two  da^  s  ;  the  hunting  grounds  were  Avalked  over,  but 
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only  two  tracks  were  seen  (probably  those  we  had  shot).  I  finally  left  Proceedings  of 
Dealy  Island  at  llh.  p.m.  of  the  21st,  having  left  the  supplies,  &c.  for  the  Lieutenant  Hamilton,, 
western  parties  at  the  house;  as  our  provisions  were  nearly  expended, 
I  took  from  the  depot  8  lbs.  of  bread,  4  lbs.  of  bacon,  and  3  oz.  of  tea. 
I  left  Point  Griffiths  on  the  24th,  and  arrived  at  my  depot  on  Byam  Martin 
Island  on  the  27th,  and  left  the  same  evening ;  two  of  the  dogs  were  now 
quite  useless  ;  the  work  was  consequently  very  heavy  for  the  other  three 
during  our  passage  across  the  Austin  Channel.  The  weather  was  also 
very  bad  for  three  days  ;  we  had  almost  constant  heavy  drizzle,  and  at  last 
the  snow  was  so  saturated  with  wet,  that  for  the  last  two  days  we  were 
frequently  sinking  up  to  our  hips  in  the  sludge ;  in  this  the  dogs  had  but 
little  power,  and  our  progress  was  very  slow,  generally  about  a  mile  an 
hour.  Expecting  to  find  good  ice  to  the  northward,  I  had  gone  consider- 
ably out  of  the  direct  course,  and  was  much  disappointed  at  finding  the 
hummocks  were  much  heavier  than  they  were  further  south ;  with  the 
exception  of  this  channel,  the  ice  from  Dealy  Island  to  Beech ey  Island  is 
good.  I  arrived  at  the  depot  near  Cape  Cockburn  at  llh.  a.m.,  June  3d, 
having  for  the  last  four  days  been  without  any  provisions  but  meat,  of 
which  we  fortunately  had  more  than  enough.  Two  of  the  dogs  had  been 
left  behind  during  the  last  march  ;  one  of  them  rejoined,  the  other  probably 
got  bewildered  and  lost  himself,  as  we  never  saw  him  again.  I  left  the 
depot  at  lOh.  p.m.  of  June  4th,  having  taken  from  it  5  lbs.  of  bread,  a  piece 
of  pork  from  the  cask,  12oz.  of  sugar,  and  6  oz.  of  tea,  to  complete  my 
provisions  to  8  days,  as  it  w^as  impossible  I  could  reach  the  "  North  Star" 
sooner.  Off  Moore  Island  several  large  holes  of  water  were  seen  ;  in  one 
of  these  a  bear  had  apparently  been  bathing — numerous  tracks  of  these 
animals  were  seen,  but  although  I  was  very  anxious  to  procure  one  for  the 
dogs,  none  were  seen ;  a  solitary  deer  was  seen  proceeding  from  Moore 
Island  to  the  main.  On  the  following  evening  Lieutenant  Mecham  and 
Mr.  Krabbe  overtook  me,  and  we  camped  together  that  evening.  Lieutenant 
Mecham  being  very  anxious  to  send  you  the  intelligence  of  the  "Enterprise" 
as  quickly  as  possible,  supplied  me  with  pemmican  for  the  dogs,  and  also 
lightened  my  load;  findhig,  however,  I  was  unable  to  keep  sufficiently 
ahead  to  get  in  much  before  him,  we  proceeded  in  company  till  the  last 
march,  when  he  pushed  on  with  the  dogs,  and  I  arrived  on  board  this  ship 
with  the  man  sledge  at  noon  of  the  12th.  Four  bears  only  were  seen 
during  my  journey,  and  none  of  these  came  within  shot ;  and,  notwith- 
standing my  local  knowledge  of  the  hunting  grounds  of  Melville  Island, 
and  the  time  I  was  enabled  to  devote  to  shooting,  not  more  thim  300  lbs. 
of  meat  was  procured,  and  I  should  have  found  great  difficulty  in  support- 
ing my  small  party  of  one  man  and  five  dogs  on  the  much  talked  of 
resources  of  the  country. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       R.  V.  Hamilton,  Lieutenant. 


Enclosure  No.  73.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Commander  Pullen  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.  Proceeiingsof 

Lieutenant  Haswell. 

Enclosing  Lieutenant  Haswell's  Journal  and  a  Copy  of  his  Orders. "   

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
^  Sir,  ^  June  17th,  1854. 

Enclosed  herewith  I  have  the  honour  to  forward  a  letter  of  proceedings 
from  Lieutenant  Haswell ;  also  a  copy  of  his  orders  while  detached  from 
Her  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command  for  the  whale  boat  left  at  Cape 
Grinnell  last  autumn. 

I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)        W.  J.  S.  Pullen,  Commander. 


II. 
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Proceetliiif^s  of  Commander  Pullen  to  T.Iciitcinant  W.  IT.  IIaswicij,,  late  of  Her  Majesty's 
Lieutenant  Haswell.  Siii[)  "  Investigator." 

By  William  J.  fS,  rullcn,  Esquire,  Commander,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 
"  North  Star." 

A  party  of  ten  men,  provisioned  for  five  days,  and  fully  equipped,  is 
placed  under  your  command  for  the  purpose  of  bringing  back  the  boat 
belonging  to  this  ship  left  at  Cape  Grinnell,  Wellington  Channel,  last 
September. 

It  is  therefore  my  direction  that  you  proceed  with  all  speed  in  the  execu- 
tion of  this  service,  using  your  best  judgment  as  to  the  manner  of  con- 
veyance to  insure  the  boat  sustaining  no  damage. 

Un  your  return  you  will  deliver  to  mc  a  journal  of  your  proceedings  for 
the  information  of  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island,  this 
9th  June,  1854. 

(Signed)       W.  J.  S.  Pullen. 


Lieutenant  Haswell  to  W.  J.  S.  Pullen,  Esquire,  commanding  Her 
Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island. 
Sir,  June  14th,  1854. 

In  compliance  with  your  order  of  the  9th  June,  I  have  to  acquaint  you, 
for  the  information  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.,  that  I  proceeded 
to  Cape  Grinnell,  with  a  party  of  ten  men  and  a  sledge,  for  the  "  whale 
boat ;"  and  after  searching  and  probing  the  snow  with  pikes  in  the  three 
small  bays  formed  by  four  headlands  between  the  "  Assistance's"  tent  on 
Capes  Grinnell  and  Bowden,  I  succeeded  in  finding  the  boat,  nearly 
covered  with  snow.  I  secured  her  on  the  sledge,  and  returned  on  board  this 
day ;  boat  and  gear  in  good  order,  but  tent  and  sail  much  torn,  apparently 
by  bears.  I  observed  two  cracks  in  the  ice,  one  three  the  other  five  miles 
south  of  Cape  Bowden,  about  three  feet  wide,  apparently  extending  across 
the  channel  east  and  west.   .1  also  saw  and  shot  two  ptarmigan. 

I  am,  &c., 

(Signed)       W.  H.  Haswell,  Lieutenant. 


Enclosure  No.  74.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
"M^Je^nkfns?^  Mr.  Jenkins,  Mafc,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

^,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Assistance,"  Wellington  Channel, 

Sir,  ■     '  June  18th,  1854. 

In  compliance  with  oiders  from  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  I  left  Her 
Majesty's  ship  "  North  Star,"  on  the  evening  of  the  14th  instant,  in  charge 
of  the  sledge  "  Newton,"  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Resolute,"  and  proceeded 
for  this  ship. 

On  the  following  morning,  whilst  encamped  near  Point  Innes,  Lieutenant 
May  came  up,  and  c>ncamped  at  No.  4  tent. 

On  the  morning  of  tlie  lOth  I  communicated  with  Mr.  De  Bray,  about 
2  miles  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Bowden,  and  shortly  afterwards  with  Ser- 
geant Jefferies,  at  the  (Jape. 

At  lOh.  30m.  on  the  17th  instant  I  met  Mr.  Purchass  (acting  assistant 
engineer,  1st  class)  in  charge  of  a  boat  sledge,  who  represented  to  me  the 
inability  of  his  crew  (in  {•onK('(|iicnce  of  the  soft  snow  over  which  they  had 
1o  travel,  and  the  attack  of  several  by  snow  blindness)  to  drag  the  boat  to 
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its  destination  without  assistance.  I  accordingly  sent  to  him  James  Savage       Proceedings  of 
(A.B.)   and   William  Hannan  (P.R.M.)  from  the  sledge  under  my         Mr. Jenkins, 
command. 

Again  proceeding,  I  arrived  on  board  this  ship  at  Ih.  15m.  p.m.,  to-day. 
I  beg  leave  to  add  that  I  have  conveyed  from  Her  Majesty's  ship 
"  North  Star"  to  this  ship  nine  shovels  and  three  spades. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)       Robert  Jenkins,  Mate. 


Captain  Kellett  to  Mr.  R.  P.  Jenkins,  Mate,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"North  Star." 

Copy  of  Orders  from  Captain  Kellett. 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Reso-   Orders  to  Mr.  Jenkins, 
lute,"  and  Senior  Officer  at  Beechey  Island. 

Taking  charge  of  Her  Majesty's  sledge  "  Newton,"  manned  with  eight 
men  and  provisioned  for  four  days,- — 

You  will  leave  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  North  Star"  this  evening  at  7  o'clock 
(weather  permitting),  and  proceed  to  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance," 
reporting  yourself  to  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  on  your  arrival. 
Given  under  my  hand,  at  Beechey  Island,  1 4th  June,  1854. 

(Signed)        Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 

Memo. — On  meeting  Lieutenant  Haswell,  you  will  render  him  all  the 
assistance  in  your  power  should  he  require  your  services. 

(Signed)       H.  K. 


Enclosure  No.  75.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Lieutenant  May  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.  Proceedings 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island,  Lieutenant  May. 

Sir,  June  20th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  with  your  order,  I 
left  the  "  Assistance "  on  Sunday  evening,  June  11th,  in  charge  of  the 
sledge  "  Reliance,"  and  arrived  at  Cape  Osborn  tent  at  3h.  a.m.  From 
thence,  on  the  following  day,  to  Cape  Grinnell,  where  I  met  M.  De 
Bray  with  the  dog  sledge,  on  his  way  to  the  "Assistance."  Started 
from  that  tent  at  7h.  25m.  on  the  evening  of  the  13th,  arriving  at 
Cape  Bowden  at  4h.  30m.  a.m.  Rested  there  until  8h.  30m.  p.m.  14th, 
when  I  continued  my  journey  on  to  Point  Innes,  where  I  arrived  at 
6h.  30m.  A.M.  Saw  Mr.  Jenkins  (mate)  and  party  encamped  off  this 
point.  9h.  P.M.,  left  the  tent,  and  proceeded  on  for  the  "  North  Star," 
arriving  at  5h.  30m.  a.m.  15th,  and  delivered  your  despatches,  at  the  same 
time  placing  myself,  according  to  your  order,  under  Captain  Kellett's 
directions. 

On  my  journey  down,  I  had  the  wind  continually  from  the  northward, 
with  cloudy  and  cold  weather,  causing  the  floe  to  be  in  a  much  better 
travelling  condition  than  on  my  last  journey  up.  The  cracks  off  Cape 
Osborn  have  widened  to  about  four  feet,  and  the  one  south  of  Cape  Bowden 
to  about  three. 

Fortunately  I  shot  at,  in  the  vicinity  of  Cape  Osborn,  fifteen  dove- 
kies,  which  I  served  to  my  crew ;  otherwise,  for  the  last  marches  from  that 
point,  we  should  have  suffered  greatly  from  hunger,  as  the  salt  beef, 
supplied  to  me  at  29|  lbs.  (by  supply  note),  on  arrival  on  board  the 
"  North  Star,"  was  weighed,  and  found  to  be  lO^-  lbs.,  not  having  been 
touched  by  my  crew. 

With  respect  to  undue  expenditure  of  provisions,  I  beg  leave  to  state, 

3  K  2 
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Proceedings  that  1  made  eleven  marches  on  my  last  journey  from  the  "  AsslHtance"  to 
of  Lieutenant  Miiy.  u  -^qy{\i  <«;tar "  and  back,  and  expended  eleven  days'  provisions  ;  and 

'  I  can  onl}'  I'cgrct  that  my  exertions  to  pi'ocurc  a  fresh  meal  for  my  crew 

(by  shooting  nine  ptarmigan),  should  meet  with  your  displeasure, 

J  have,  6cc. 
(.Signed)       W.  W.  May,  Lieutenant. 


Enclosure  No.  70.  of  Sir  J'^dward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Proceedings  of  Mr.  Loncy.         Sir  Edward  Belcuer,  Knight,  (J.B.  to  Mr.  J.  F.  Lonky,  Master, 
  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance." 

By  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  &c. 

You  are  hereby  directed  to  assume  the  command  of  my  sledge  "  The 
Londesborough,"  and  proceed  to-morrow  morning  for  Cape  Innes,  where  you 
will  place  the  staff  for  the  signal-post  on  the  outer  brow  of  the  hill  of  that 
cape,  but  clearly  in  sight  of  Capes  Grinnell  and  Bowden ;  and  if  it  can  be 
so  managed,  as  a  secondary  object,  also  in  sight  of  some  of  the  heights  of 
Cape  Bowden. 

Having  executed  this  service,  you  will  move  on  for  Cape  Bowden 
(Baring  Rendezvous),  leaving  the  implements,  ladder,  pickaxe,  and  shovels, 
on  some  conspicuous  hummock,  to  enable  the  dowuAvard  party  to  bring 
them  to  the  ship  ;  and, 

At  Cape  Bowden  you  will  erect  a  second  staff  for  the  Serjeant  in  charge 
there,  in  sight  of  Cape  Grinnell,  as  well  as  your  last  position,  Cape  Innes. 

You  will  meet  there  the  sledges,  &c.  sent  down  by  Commander  Richards  ; 
and  having  given  the  downward  party  all  the  requisite  information  of  your 
proceedings,  return  with  them  to  Cape  Grinnell,  w^here,  having  fixed  upon 
a  proper  position  for  that  station,  move  onward  to  the  ship,  reporting  your 
proceedings,  for  my  information,  to  Commander  Richards. 

In  compliance  with  my  general  orders,  no  one  is  to  interfere  with  you, 
my  sledge,  or  crew,  or  the  duty  with  which  you  are  charged. 

Given  under  my  hand,  at  the  depot,  Beechey  Island,  this  20th  day  of 
July,  1854. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher. 


Mr.  LoNEY,  Master,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance,"  Disaster  Bay, 
Sir,  July  25th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  inform  you  that  I  left  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North 
Star"  on  the  21st  ult.,  with  two  sledges,  one  small  boat,  and  twenty-four 
men,  in  execution  of  your  orders  (a  copy  of  which  I  beg  to  enclose),  and 
proceeded  to  Point  Innes,  where  I  found  the  tent  had  been  shifted  to  a 
convenient  and  conspicuous  position,  about  one  mile  eastward  of  where  it 
originally  stood,  near  to  the  tent  on  the  outline  of  the  hill.  I  erected  the 
flag-staff  clearly  in  sight  of  Capes  Spencer  and  Bowden,  and  left  the  ensign 
supplied  to  me  for  that  purpose.  On  the  following  morning  I  proceeded 
to  Cape  Bowden,  where  I  found  Lieutenant  May  with  two  sledges,  and 
parties  from  the  "  North  Star,"  waiting  the  arrival  of  the  boats  from  the 
"  Assistance."  Here  I  erected  the  second  staff,  and  delivered  your  letter 
to  the  Serjeant  in  charge  of  the  station.  He  perfectly  understood  your 
orders,  and  I  pointed  out  to  him  the  staff  on  Point  Innes,  then  clearly  in 
sight,  as  well  as  the  probable  position  of  the  one  to  be  placed  on  Cape 
(irinnell.  ''J^'he  parties  from  the  "Assistance"  arrived  during  the  night 
under  Messrs.  (jrovo  ;uid  J^ym.  On  the  following  morning,  having  re- 
ceived the  provisions  de})osited  here  on  the  downward  journey,  and  one 
man,  Edwin  Hodge  (A.B.),  from  the  "  North  Star's "  parties  (as  I  was 
directed  by  (Jonunaiider  Pullen),  I  proceeded  to  Cape  Grinnell,  leaving  the 
shovels,  pickaxes,  tVc-  to  l)C!  returned  to  the  "  North  Star."  On  my  arrival 
at  (Jape  (Jrinnell  I  seU'cted  the  most  eligible  position  for  the  staff,  and 
l)uilt  a  small  caii'n  over  I  he  spot.  Oti  theibllowing  day  I  proceeded  to  Cape 
Osborn ;  and  oit  'I'uesday  the  25th  arrived  on  board  the  "  Assistance  "  at 
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llh.  AM.    I  found  the  floe  very  much  the  same  as  on  the  downward  Proceedings 
journey  as  regards  cracks,  but  very  much  drained  of  water.    There  is  no        of  Mr.  Loney. 
difficulty  at  present  in  getting  from  the  floe  to  the  tents ;  but  at  a  more 
advanced  season  I  think  the  overland  journey  would  be  preferable. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  F.  Loney,  Master. 

Account  of  the  Receipt  and  Expenditure  of  Provisions  during  this  Service. 

Rations  remaining  from  the  downward 

journey   99  36^  spirits. 

Received  from  "  North  Star "       -     -    46  123  „ 


Total         -  -  -  145  159A 


Issued  to  25  men  (two  days)      -     -    50    rations     50  spirits. 
27        (three  days)  Lieut. 
May  and  Edwin  Hodge 
added  -        -        -    81       „  81 
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Returned  on  board  "  Assistance "     -      14       „  281 


Total       -  -       -    145  ,,159 


Enclosure  No.  77-  of  Sir    dward  Belcher's  Letter. 

Commander  Richards  to  Lieutenant  Pim,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Resolute."     of  LTeutenant^Pim. 

Copy  of  Orders.   • 

By  George    Henry  Richards,    Commander,  Her   Majesty's  Ship 
"  Assistance,"  Senior  Officer,  Beechey  Island. 

In  accordance  with  instructions  received  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  it  is 
my  direction  that  you  proceed  with  the  sledge  to  Cape  Hotham,  esta- 
blishing yourself  on  the  spot  occupied  by  the  whale  boat  of  the  "  Resolute," 
where  you  will  set  up  a  marquee. 

Your  general  duty  will  be  to  aid  any  parties  that  may  require  your 
assistance,  and  to  carry  out  any  instructions  that  you  may  from  time  to 
time  receive  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Captain  Kellett,  or  any  other  your 
superior  officer,  and  you  will  remain  on  this  service  until  released  by  proper 
authority. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star," 
this  27th  day  of  April  1854. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Henry  Richards. 


Lieutenant  Pim  to  Captain  H.  Kellett,  C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

"  North  Star." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
July  26th,  1854. 

List  of  Men  comprising  the  Cape  H  otham  Party : 

William  Grimstead,  sailmaker,  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  North  Star." 
John  Jackson,  A.B.  „  ,, 

J.  Coglin,  A.B.  „  "  Resolute." 

Samuel  M'Kensie,     A.B.  "  Investigator." 

John  Keefe,  A.B.  „ 

Elias  Bow,  P.R.M. 
Issued  to  the  sledge  crew  under  my  command,  tea  3  oz.,  sugar  6  oz.,  as 
an  extra  supply  while  crossing  Wellington  Channel,  May  18th  and  19th, 

(Signed)       W.  B.  Pim,  Lieutenant. 
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ProcceOings  lieutenant  Tim  to  Captain  U.  Kej.i.k'j  j,  C.ll,  Her  Majesty's  Ship 

of  Lieutenant  Pirn.  "  Nortl)  Star." 

Her  Majesty'.-s  Sliip  "  Nortli  Star,"  Ikcchey  Island, 
Sir,  '  July  26th,  18.54. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  inforrnatiou  oi'  tlie  Senior 
Officer,  that,  in  accordance  with  orders  received  from  Cornruander  Richards 
(a  copy  of  which  I  enclose,  No.  1 ),  I  left  this  ship  on  the  evening  of  the 
28th  April,  and  proceeded  direct  to  Cape  Ilotham,  which  place  was  reached 
on  the  evening  of  the  1st  of  May  without  the  occurrence  of  any  incident 
worthy  of  notice.  Upon  my  arrival  I  repaired  to  the  boat  left  by  Her 
Majesty's  ship  "  Resolute."  It  was  surrounded  by  a  deep  snow  drift,  and 
nearly  covered ;  a  little  digging,  however,  released  the  marquee  and  depot, 
which  were  stowed  in  midships,  and  had  not  been  disturbed  since  Mr. 
Shellabear's  visit.  The  marquee  was  pitched,  and  proved  a  most  com- 
fortable habitation ;  the  boat,  also,  was  dug  out  and  placed  alongside  it. 
Her  sides  bore  evidence  of  the  teeth  and  claws  of  bears,  one  large  piece  of 
the  bilge  being  completely  torn  off. 

On  the  5th  of  May,  Mr.  Court  arrived,  bringing  witli  him  a  cutter  from 
the  "  North  Star."  The  boat  was  much  injured  during  the  passage  across 
Wellington  Channel,  but  was  repaired  as  well  as  the  means  at  our  disposal 
would  admit.    On  the  evening  of  the  6th  Mr.  Court  started  on  his  return. 

The  most  extensive  excursions  inland  and  along  the  beach  failed  in 
obtaining  game  of  any  description.  No  living  creature  except  a  raven  and 
snow  bunting  was  seen.  The  weather  was  boisterous  in  the  extreme ;  gales 
of  wind  from  the  northward,  with  heavy  drift,  following  each  other  in  rapid 
succession.  Being  entirely  without  employment,  and  finding  the  monotony 
most  irksome,  I  set  the  men  to  work  to  erect  a  cairn  on  the  summit  of 
Cape  Hotham.  Its  dimensions  would  have  been,  diameter  14  feet,  height 
18  feet,  gradually  tapering  towards  the  top.  My  unfortunate  accident, 
however,  prevented  its  completion,  and  Avhen  I  left  it  was  not  more  than 
6  or  8  feet  above  the  ground. 

Having  been  informed  of  the  existence  of  a  depot  at  Barlow  Inlet,  and 
told  by  Commander  Richards  that  it  would  be  judicious  to  ascertain  its 
safety  or  otherwise,  I  took  an  early  opportunity  of  making  an  excursion  in 
that  direction,  and  upon  the  place  indicated  found  a  large  heap  of  gravel 
thrown  up  in  the  form  of  a  cairn,  which  I  take  to  be  the  covering  of  the 
depot.  It  has  not  been  disturbed,  and  I,  therefore,  conclude  the  contents 
are  quite  safe.  I  Avas  unable  to  satisfy  myself  of  the  fact,  being  unprovided 
Avith  pickaxe  or  shovel. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 8th  we  were  awakened  by  a  bear  devouring  the 
whale  blubber  which  served  us  for  fuel.  The  animal  was  close  to  the  door, 
which  I  opened,  and,  firing  at  him,  inflicted  a  mortal  Avound.  He  made  an 
effort  to  escape  down  the  bank,  but  I  pursued,  discharging  the  second 
barrel,  which,  unfortunately,  burst,  severely  shattering  my  left  hand. 
Upon  examination  I  found  the  thumb  bone  Avas  exposed  nearly  its  length, 
and  apparently  broken.  I  therefore  bandaged  it  as  well  as  circumstances 
Avould  permit,  and  prepared  to  return  to  the  ship ;  but  just  as  we  Avere  about 
to  depart  a  party  was  observed  coming  from  the  AvestAvard,  for  the  arrival 
of  which  I  determined  to  wait.  At  lOh.  Dr.  Domvillc  came  up,  examined 
my  wound,  and  advised  me  to  get  on  board  as  quickly  as  possible,  at  the 
same  time  regretting  that  he  had  not  his  instruments  Avith  him  to  perform 
at  once  the  amputation,  which  he  feared  Avas  necessary.  Having  been 
placed  on  tlie  sledge  I  Avas  conveyed  to  the  "  North  Star,"  the  crew  per- 
forming the  journey  in  one  march  of  18  hours'  duration.  It  is  needless  to 
make  any  comment  iq)on  the  exertions  necessary  to  drag  a  sledge  so  long 
a  distance  in  so  sliort  a  time :  every  man  did  his  utmost,  and  I  may  add, 
fliat  dui-ing  the  entire  period  they  have  been  under  my  comman(l  their 
conduct  has  been,  Avithout  exception,  excellent.  While  crossing  Wellington 
Channel  I  considered  it  necessaiy  to  issue  an  extra  quantity  of  tea,  the 
amount  of  which,  together  witli  a  list  of  the  men  forming  my  crew,  is 
<r;antaincd  in  enclosure  No.  2. 
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Since  my  arrival  on  board  my  womid  lias  progressed  most  favourably ;         Proceedings  .  -'I 
but,  as  there  appears  no  immediate  probability  of  its  recovery,  and  my      °^  Lieutenant  Pim. 
consequent  release  from  the  sick-list,  I  think  it  advisable  to  forward  the 
customary  letter  of  proceedings  without  further  delay  . 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  H.  Pim,  Lieutenant. 


Enclosure  No.  78.  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Letter. 
Mr.  Court,  Acting  Master,  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight,  C.B.       Proceedings  of  Mr.  Court. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  August  18th,  1854. 

Li  pursuance  of  your  orders  I  left  the  ship  at  Ih.  45m.  p.m.  of  August  7th, 
with  a  party  of  six  men  and  the  small  ice  boat,  victualled  for  ten  days. 

Having  reached  a  short  distance  beyond  Cape  Riley  the  starboard  Two  ice  boats  damaged  in  sue 
runner  of  the  boat  became  so  much  crippled  as  to  cause  me  to  send  to  the  cession.— e.  b. 
ship  for  a  sledge.    At  Oh.  30m.  a.m.  on  the  8th  the  large  boat  arrived  with  TraveUedthe  same  ground  24 
two  additional  hands  for  my  party,  and  I  started  with  her  at  9h.  a.m.,  mv  gig.— eTk  ^'^'^^^ ^'^^'^ 
arriving  at  Cape  Ricketts  at  6h.  p.m.,  with  the  starboard  runner  of  the 
boat  broken  completely  off. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  seeing  no  prospect  of  proceeding  with  the 
boat,  I  started  with  one  man  to  examine  the  shores  of  Radstock  Bay, 
leaving  the  remaining  seven  to  remove  the  boat  into  a  more  secure  position. 
I  returned  to  the  boat  at  Ih.  a.m.  of  the  10th,  and  found  she  had  been 
placed  according  to  my  wishes. 

At  3h.  p.m.  I  proceeded  with  the  whole  party  towards  Cape  Hurd,  and 
on  the  11th  at  noon  found  a  notice  left  by  Mr.  John  Stuart,  dated  23d 
May  1851. 

At  7h.  A.M.  12th  instant  arrived  at  Cape  Hurd,  and  found  otices  of  the 
under-mentioned  visits,  viz.  : — 

Captain  Pullen's,  dated  30th  August,  1852. 
Lieutenant  Cator's,  ,,  21st  „  1850. 
Sir  E.  Belcher's,  11th      ,,  ,, 

Mr.  John  Stuart's,    „    23d  May,  1851. 

At  lih.  P.M.  of  the  12th  arrived  at  our  farthest  from  the  ship  in  a  small 
bay  on  the  western  side  of  Maxwell  Bay,  about  10  miles  eastward  from 
Cape  Hurd. 

During  the  forenoon  of  the  13th  I  walked  around  the  shores  of  this  small 
bay  to  a  distance  of  about  5  miles  from  the  party,  and  found  traces  of  a 
tent  having  been  pitched  here  before ;  also  the  remains  of  a  tree  of  drift 
wood,  much  charred  with  fire ;  the  head  of  a  wooden  mallet,  with  the 
handle  broken  short  off";  and  a  piece  of  wood,  supposed  to  be  a  part  of  a 
stave  of  a  cask. 

At  5h.  P.M.  of  the  13th  I  commenced  my  return,  and  arrived  at  the  boat 
at  Cape  Ricketts  at  lOh.  p.m.  of  the  15th,  aud  at  Cape  Riley  at  5h.  30m.  p.m. 
of  the  iGth  ;  here  the  ice  prevented  our  coming  to  the  ship  until  the  next 
morning,  when  we  arrived  on  board  at  8h.  45m.  a.m.,  having  found  no  other 
traces  of  any  parties  than  those  above  mentioned,  which  I  have  already 
forwarded  to  you. 

Traces  of  Esquimaux  huts  were  discernible  at  various  places  along  the 
coast,  but  none  of  them  apparently  of  a  recent  date. 

During  my  outward  progress  the  ice  in  the  offing  appeared  to  be  moving 
slowly  to  the  eastward,  but  too  close  for  a  vessel  to  penetrate. 

From  a  hill  near  my  farthest  the  ice  from  Cape  Fellfoot  to  Cape  Hurd 
appeared  slack,  with  several  holes  of  water  among  it ;  and  in  a  direction 
from  Cape  Fellfoot  towards  Leopold  Island  was  a  large  space  of  open 
water,  with  no  ice  visible  over  it  in  many  places. 
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Proceedings  of  Mr.  Court.      On  the  night  of  the  ].3th  the  wind  shifted,  and  the  weather  bcearne  too 

  thiek  for  the  state  of  the  iee  in  the  olfing  to  be  seen,  hut  the  few  hlack 

places  along  the  land  were  fast  filling  up  with  iee  from  tlie  westward. 

At  noon  on  the  l6th  from  the  eastern  point  of  Gascoignc  Inlet  the  ice 
was  moving  rapidly  to  the  eastward,  but  had  not  l)roken  out  of  the  entrance 
of  the  inlet. 

At  5h.  A.M.  of  the  17th  from  Cape  lliley  there  was  a  large  space  of 
water  extending  along  the  land  as  far  as  could  be  seen,  and  to  the  distance 
of  about  3  to  4  miles  off  shore. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Stephen  Court,  Acting  Master, 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Investigator." 


The  result  is,  simply,  no  search  made  beyond  a  resting-place  of  Com- 
mander Pullen  in  1852. 

(Signed)       E.  Belcher,  Captain. 
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West  coast  of  the  Queen's  Channel.    (Eye  sketch.) 
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West  Coast  of  the  Queen's  Channel. — ( 


(Eye  sketch.) 
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SLEDGE  JOURNIES, 

Part  II. 


No.  L 

Journal  of  Travelling  Operations  performed  by  the  Crew  of  H.M.S. 

T  )j    1      •       ,1       A    ,  r>  to^r,  Commander  M'Clmtock. 

'  Intrepid,    during  the  Autumn  oi  1852.   


Copy  of  Instructions  to  Commander  F.  L.  M'Clintock,  H.M.S.V. 

"  Intrepid." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute." 

You  are  in  possession  of  their  Lordships'  orders,  and  know  perfectly  the 
object  of  this  expedition. 

You  are  likewise  aware  of  the  coasts  it  is  my  intention  to  search  in  the 
ensuing  spring,  having  yourself  chosen  the  N.W.  Melville  Island  route, 
and  from  yom  examination  of  the  land  between  this  and  "  Hecla  and 
Griper  Bay,"  being  of  opinion  that  a  depot  for  your  spring  travelling  may 
be  taken  across  it,  you  will  as  soon  as  you  are  in  every  respect  ready 
endeavour  to  do  so  (with  your  own  crew). 

I  shall  not  place  any  limit  as  to  time  or  to  your  exertions,  confiding  fully 
on  your  perfect  knowledge  of  what  you  are  undertaking  and  your  known 
zeal  and  prudence  in  its  performance. 

You  will  leave  the  usual  notices  in  eligible  places,  and  forward  me  on 
your  return  a  report  of  your  proceedings. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.Ship  "  Resolute,"  Dealy  Island, 
14th  September  1852. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Journal  of  the  First  Journey  overland  from  Winter  Quarters  to  the 
North  Shore  of  Melville  Island,  with  Carts. 

Having  had  the  choice  of  routes  for  spring  travelling,  I  selected  the 
northern  shore  of  Melville  Island  and  its  continuation  westward,  and  in 
furtherance  of  the  intended  search  in  that  direction,  the  present  journey  is 
undertaken,  for  the  purpose  of  carrying  out  overland  a  depot  of  provisions 
to  Point  Nias,  oi'  as  far  westward  along  the  shore  of  "  Hecla  and  Griper 
Bay  "  as  possible. 

With  a  view  to  effect  this  service  I  set  out  with  a  sledge  party,  provisioned 
for  three  days,  on  the  morning  after  our  arrival,  to  examine  an  apparent 
creek  at  the  head- of  this  inlet.  It  proved  to  be  only  the  mouth  of  a  very 
large  river,  now  of  course  dry,  and  partially  covered  with  snow.  It  also 
contained  many  small  pieces  and  a  few  large  lumps  of  excellent  coal. 
The  hills  on  both  sides  were  barren,  steep,  and  500  'or  600  feet  high,  but 
by  following  up  a  ravine  to  the  N.W.  I  reached  by  a  moderate  ascent 
elevated  table  land  at  a  distance  of  13  or  14  miles  from  the  ship,  and  over 
which  our  carts  could  travel  at  the  present  time,  but  little  snow  having 
fallen  as  yet.  Saw  21  musk  oxen,  four  reindeer,  and  a  flock  of  45 
ptarmigan.  We  shot  three  of  the  former  ;  the  latter  appear  to  be  collecting 
for  a  migratory  movement. 

Returned  on  board  the  following  day,  reported  proceedings  to  Captain 
Kellett,  and  received  his  permission  to  prepare  for  the  attempt.    Two  carts 
\  and  the  depot  to  be  carried  out  were  got  ready.    The  latter  consisted  of 
,  pemmican  and  boiled  bacon  in  tin  cases,  biscuit,  chocolate,  tea,  sugar,  and 
I  tobacco,  in  casks  and  metal  potatoe  cases,  in  due  proportions  for  parties 
of  11  and  eight  men,  for  30  and  35  days  respectively.     Two  parties 
were  appointed  to  drag  the  carts,  the  second  party  beina:  placed  under 
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.loiirnal  of 
Commander  M'Clintock. 


14th  September  1852. 

A.M. 

Korth  6,  cm. 
Drift. 

Temperature  +  7°. 


Carts  break  through  the  ice. 


P.M. 

West  2  b.c. 


Wednesday,  1.5tii  Sept. 


A.M. 

West  2  b.c. 
Temperature  +  24. 


the  ordci's  of  Mr.  11.  C.  Scott,  aHHistant  Hiirgeon,  wfio  very  handHoinely 
came  forward  and  volunteered  his  servicen  as  an  executive. 
The  men  appointed  were  : — 


FirKt  Cart. 
James  Wilkie,  Quarter-master. 
John  Salmon,  A.B. 
Richard  Kitson,  ,, 
Richard  Warne,  ,, 
Joseph  Sinithers,  Stoker. 
John  Iliccles,  Marine, 
Jeremiah  Shaw,  „ 


Second  Cart. 
George  Drover,  Captain  J*\C. 
Robert  Ganniclift,  A.B. 
John  Cleverly,  Gunner's  Matx;. 
John  J)rew,  A.ii. 
William  Walker,  A.B. 
Thomas  Bain  bridge.  Bombardier. 
Mr.  R.  C.  Scott. 


Commander  M'Clintock. 
Our  cart  crews  were  few  in  numner,  but  they  were  a  selection  from  the 
ship's  company,  and  although  scarcely  sufficient  for  the  work,  were  all  that 
could  be  spared  from  the  ship,  the  remaining  few  being  required  to  make 
the  necessary  preparations  for  winter,  and  to  make  canvas  l)oots  for  the 
sledge  parties,  which  it  was  contemplated  sending  out  later  in  the  season, 
when  the  increase  of  snow  would  render  cart  travelling  impracticable. 


Journal  of  the  Cart  Journey. 

We  set  out  at  7h.  14m.  on  the  morning  of  the  14th  September,  provi- 
sioned for  12  days.  The  load  upon  the  carts  amounted  to  2361bs.  for  each 
man,  and  as  the  two  carts  weighed  64Ulbs.,  the  weight  to  be  dragged  actually 
amounted  to  290lbs.  a  man. 

A  fresh  north  wind  obhged  us  to  keep  in  motion,  and  being  assisted  by  a 
party  from  the  "  Resolute,"  we  made  fair  progress  up  the  inlet  over  old  ice. 
Lieutenant  Pim  and  party  accompanied  us,  principally  for  the  purpose  of 
fetching  on  board  the  oxen  shot  upon  the  1 1  th. 

After  traversing  the  greater  part  of  the  inlet  we  got  upon  ice  of  this 
season's  formation,  and  at  noon,  when  about  half  a  mile  from  the  shore  and 
six  miles  from  the  ship,  one  cart  suddenly  broke  through  the  ice,  and  to 
add  to  our  horror,  almost  immediately  after  in  went  the  second. 

The  men  worked  with  great  spirit,  cleared  off  all  the  lading  which  could 
be  reached,  and  pulled  the  carts  out  again.  Eveiything  which  was 
uninjured  by  the  wetting  or  had  escaped  it  was  carried  to  the  shore  at 
once ;  we  then  had  our  luncheon,  and  after  loading  the  carts  with  the 
damaged  provisions  and  wet  clothing  sent  them  back  to  the  ship,  remaining 
myself  with  two  men,  tent,  &c.,  in  charge  of  the  remainder. 

In  the  afternoon  I  went  with  Lieutenant  Pim  to  point  out  the  places 
where  the  oxen  were  left.  We  found  that  the  foxes  had  been  gnawing  at 
two  of  them,  but  fortunately  had  not  discovered  them  until  they  had  been 
hard  frozen.  We  saw  a  herd  of  ten  upon  a  distant  hill,  which  Lieutenant 
Pim  followed,  and  succeeded  in  shooting  four  of  them. 

Our  supper  consisted  of  stewed  musk  ox  beef,  cooked  over  a  fire  of  coals 
gathered  in  the  dry  river  bed. 

At  noon  the  sun  was  bright  and  temperature  up  to  +  28.  At  12.  30.  the 
carts  arrived  with  everything  complete,  a  sledge  carrying  the  heavy  weights. 
The  damaged  provisions  had  been  replaced  and  clothing  dried,  and  as  my 
own  double-barrelled  rifle  had  not  re-appeared  with  the  cart  from  under  the 
ice  yesterday,  a  Minle  rifle  was  sent  to  replace  it.  About  480lbs.  of 
biscuit  had  been  spoiled,  and  together  with  a  day's  detention  amounted 
to  rather  a  serious  loss — the  result  of  the  accident,  which  was  equally 
vexatious  and  unavoidable.  Packed  the  carts,  lunched,  left  the  sledge  on 
the  beach,  and  recommenced  our  journey  at  2h.  ITmu.  p.m.  Our  progress  over 
the  land  was  much  slower  thau  over  the  ice ;  we  crossed  the  river  course, 
proceeded  up  n,  grassy  slope,  then  across  a  low  ridge  in  the  first  series- 
of  hills  with  one  cnrt  at  a  time,  and  got  upon  the  margin  of  a  lake  about 
one  mWv.  and  ;i  (|UMi  ter  long  and  linll'  a,  mile  wide,  along  which  we  travelled 
until  Gh.  lOm.,  when  wc  encamped. 

Our  travelling  dress  looks  rather  smart  ;uid  comfortable;  we  are  clothed 
in  sealskin  from  head  to  foot,  caj),  frock,  and  trousers;  avc  wear  leather 
boots,  but  anticipating  much  colder  weather  when  these  could  not  be  worn, 
each  person  was  supplied  with  two  pair  of  mocassins.    The  evening  was 
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First  Junrneij. 

N.N.W.  9^  miles. 
(Variation  allowed)  137°  K 
No.  of  hours  travelled,  1 0. 


Thursday  6th  Sei"!'. 


A.M. 

South. 

5  to  8  CO. 

Temperature  -r  26. 


P.M. 

South  10  to  6. 
o.c. 

Temperature  +27. 


Second  Journey. 

N.W.  2i  miles. 
Travelled  G^-  hours. 
Detained  by  weather  4  hours. 


Friday,  17th  Sept. 

A.M. 

West  2  to  0  b.c.(). 
Temperature  +  1 8. 


Tliird  Journey. 

N.W.  h.  W.  .3  miles. 
Travelled  9^  hours. 


I'.M. 

Westerlyl  .b.c. 
Temperature  i  K. 


fine,  wo  enjoyed  u  ^oot]  supper  of  preHerved  meats,  biscuit,  and  tea, 
and  liaviiif^'  done  an  lionest  rlay's  work,  we  got  (juickly  itito  our  sleeping 
bags  an(J  to  sleep. 

The  change  from  the  shi[)  and  /ioe  to  the  tent,  and  wild,  almost  beautiful 
scenery,  had  a  most  exhilarating  etl'ect  upon  the  spirits  of  the  whole  party; 
and  not  less  so  upon  those  who  had  travelled  before  than  the  majority  to 
whom  it  was  perfectly  new;  all  were  filled  with  curiosity  to  see  the  interior 
of  the  island. 

It  blew  strong  when  we  started  at  half  past  8,  and  there  was  mueli 
drift  and  snow.  Travelled  round  the  north  end  of  the  lake,  towards  the 
lowest  ridge  in  the  next  hills :  this  we  crossed  over  with  one  cart  at  a  time, 
then  descended  into  the  ravine,  but  found  its  bed  so  thickly  strewed  with 
large  boulder  stones  that  we  could  only  advance  one  cart  at  a  time. 
Travelled  up  it  to  the  N.W.  It  now  blew  a  strong  south  gale  with  thick 
drift  and  snow. 

Halted  to  lunch  at  12h.  50m.  in  a  part  of  the  ravine  where  its  width  was 
reduced  to  about  ten  yards  by  a  glacier  attached  to  its  N.E.  side.  The 
perpendicular  face  of  this  was  .30  or  40  feet  high,  and  sheltered  us  in 
some  measure  from  the  gale.  A  short  description  of  this  sort  of  glacier 
will  serve  for  all,  and  there  is  scarcely  a  ravine  of  any  considerable  extent 
in  which  there  are  not  similar  ones.  The  drifting  snow  collects  in  the 
angles  or  other  sheltered  portions  of  the  ravines  during  the  winter,  where 
it  either  wholly  or  partially  fills  them  up ;  the  summer  torrent  cuts  its  way 
through,  forming,  as  in  this  instance,  a  contracted  passage,  or  a  tunnel 
beneath  the  snow,  and  being  saturated  with  Avater,  this  snow  is  converted 
by  the  return  of  cold  weather  into  an  opaque  crystalline  substance,  nearly 
as  hard  as  ice,  a  compound  of  ice  and  snow,  which  therefore  cannot  be 
called  by  either  name.  In  this  ravine  the  water  had  undermined  the  face 
of  the  glacier  for  several  feet,  and  in  some  places  large  masses  had  fallen ; 
in  others  beautifid  rows  of  huge  icicles  depended  from  the  face  of  the 
glacier,  reaching  almost  to  the  ground. 

The  temperature  was  high,  so  that  we  found  our  sealskin  dresses  much 
too  warm,  but  were  obliged  to  wear  them  to  keep  the  snow  drift  out,  and 
being  impervious  alike  to  the  wind  or  the  perspiration  occasioned  by  hard 
labour  in  such  a  dress,  it  soon  became  thoroughly  wet.  After  lunch  we 
advanced  a  short  distance,  but  finding  the  ravine  turned  off  tp  the  west, 
we  ascended  a  branch  to  the  right.  Being  no  longer  sheltered,  we  now 
,  felt  the  full  force  of  the  gale,  which  drifted  the  snow  in  such  dense  clouds 
that  we  could  seldom  see  more  than  twenty  yards.  Having  reached  as  far 
as  my  knowledge  of  the  country  from  previous  observation  extended,  we 
encamped  soon  after  3  o'clock,  about  one  third  of  a  mile  above  the  large 
or  first  ravine.  Our  sealskin  dresses  were  so  completely  saturated  with 
wet  as  to  cling  about  one  as  if  they  had  been  freshly  stripped  off  their 
original  wearers. 

This  day's  journey  was  very  little  in  distance,  but  considerable  in 
ascent.    Towards  evening  the  wind  moderated. 

It  was  calm  nearly  all  night,  but  this  morning:  we  have  a  fresh  west  wind 
with  clear  weather.  Started  at  lOh.  10m.  with  one  cart  at  a  time,  the 
ascent  being  still  steep ;  Avind  and  snowdrift  nearly  in  our  faces.  Halted 
to  lunch  at  2h.  .30m.  upon  the  highest  land  over  which  we  hope  Ave  shall 
have  to  pass.  The  Aveather  is  much  improved. 

After  luncheon  we  descended  upon  an  extensive  plain,  and  traA^elled 
slowly  across  it,  sometimes  with  oidy  one  cart,  at  other  times  with  both ; 
the  snow  was  soft,  and  averaged  four  inches  in  depth.  From  some  obser- 
vations with  an  aneroid  (which  up  to  this  period  of  our  journey  seemed  to 
indicate  correctly),  as  Avell  as  by  estimation,  I  consider  this  plain  to  be 
rather  more  than  (iOO  fec^t  aboA^e  the  level  of  the  sea. 

Encamped  upon  a  slight  eminence  Avhich  was  bare  of  snow,  the  evening 
clear  ;iii(l  cold.  'I'his  journey  fell  far  short  of  our  expectations,  hut 
having  (■<)in|)lett'd  the  ascent  we  hope  to  do  better  in  future.  People  ull^ 
much  tired.  Very  little  vegetation  seen  to-day;  no  ]-ecent  traces  of 
animals. 
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A  beautiful  calm,  bright,  and  cold  morning.  Started  at  half  past  8  Saturday,  isth  Sept. 
o'clock.    Temperature  was  down  to  7°  in  the  tent. 

At  lOh.  10m.  we  came  unexpectedly  upon  a  ravine  running  totheN.E.,  a.m. 
which  we  entered.    It  led  us  north  half  a  mile,  and  then  turned  off  to  Temperature  +  4° 
east,  so  we  followed  up  a  branch  to  the  left,  which  took  us  west  a  quarter 
of  a  mile  ;  we  then  regained  the  level  ground  without  much  difficulty. 

Lunched  in  this  (crooked)  ravine  at  1  o'clock.    The  day  was  calm  and 
sun  bright,  so  we  all  took  off  the  sealskin  dresses,  and  partially  dried  them. 
After  encamping  at  6  o'clock,  I  set  off  in  advance  to  explore  the  country.         Fourth  Joumey. 
Dark  clouds  to  the  north  and  east  led  me  to  hope  the  Northern  Sea  was  n.w.  ijmiie. 
not  far  distant  in  that  direction.    Walked  north  one  mile  to  the  side  of  Trl^ened9  Ws^' 
an  immense  ravine,  then  east  two  miles  along  it.    In  many  places  this 
ravine  was  fully  200  feet  deep,  with  very  steep  banks  and  of  proportional 
width. 

The  land  is  so  level  on  either  side  that  these  ravines  cannot  be  seen  from 
any  distance  when  on  the  plain,  through  which  they  extend  like  enormous 
fissures,  almost  everywhere  impassable  for  even  unloaded  carts.  This 
ravine  and  some  others  which  I  saw  here  ran  to  the  eastward,  becoming 
larger  and  deeper ;  therefore  I  think  the  country  in  that  direction  must  be 
quite  impassable  for  any  vehicle.  ' 

Saw  the  tracks  of  several  reindeer,  also  of  the  fox,  lemming,  and  r.M. 
ptarmigan  to-day  ;  vegetation  is  very  scanty ;  the  reindeer  tracks  came  from  Teinperature  + 
the  east.    Although  a  brio:ht  dav  there  has  been  a  constant  mist  round  the 
horizon. 

The  night  has  been  calm.    This  morning  we  have  a  thick  fog  which      Sunday,  i9th  Sept. 
adds  a  raw  feel  to  a  very  cold,  morning.    Started  at  9  o'clock.     The  a.m. 
fog  soon  cleared  off  and  sun  came  out.      Travelled  to  the  westward  of 
our  course  to  avoid  the  large  ravine.     I  walked  on  in  advance  for  two 
miles  and  came  upon  it  again  running  directly  east ;   obliged  to  keep 
still  more  to  the  westward.    Lunched  at  Ih.  45m. 

After  luncheon  we  descended  a  tributary  ravine  into  the  large  one,         Fifth  Joumey. 
crossed  it  nearly  at  right  angles,  and  travelled  up  one  which  led  into  it  .j 
from  the  northward.     After  ascending  this  one  for   half  a  mile  we  Nortii  i  mlie. ' 
encamped  upon  its  east  bank  at  7h.  20m,    We  advanced  with  both  carts  Hours  travelled,  lo. 
nearl}^  all  this  da3^ 

Water  was  found  in  the  ravine  close  to  our  encampment ;  the  ice  over  it  p.m. 
was  seven  inches  thick,    A  few  small  pieces  of  coal  were  found  here.    The  Temp"mtoe  Vis.' 
night  was  calm. 

A  calm  and  most  beautiful  morning  ;  the  temperature  was  only  +  4^°.      Monday,  2oth  Sept. 
Measured  the  depth  of  this  ravine  with  the  aneroid,  and  found  it  to  be 
14<5  feet.    Took  sights  for  time. 

Chronometer.  © 
li.   m.  s. 

2    50      2  15°   14'   0"  Index  error  +  S'  40". 

51    24  24    0  Temperature  +  5°. 
  52    42                     .32  50 

Started  at  8  o'clock.    Passed  a  few  tracks  of  reindeer,  foxes,  hares,  and  a.m. 

1  •  Calm  b.c.  +4i. 

iemmmgs. 

We  are  now  crossing  a  much  more  barren,  stony,  and  undulated  country. 
Travelled  as  nearly  north  as  possible  ;  passed  to  the  west  of  a  rocky  range 
of  hills  commanding  an  extensive  view  to  the  north,  south  and  west.  We 
then  laboured  through  very  deep  snow  in  a  shallow  ravine  on  its  N.W. 
side,  and  in  which  we  found  water  frozen  over. 

Reached  more  level  ground,  and  lunched  at  1  p.m.    We  did  not  advance  cioudy. 

p      ,     „  1  ^  n  ,  1  -n      ,1        ,  Temperature  +19°. 

tar  beiore  we  began  to  ascend  another  very  stony  hill  ;  the  stones  were 
large,  and  generally  hidden  by  snow.  Our  progress  with  only  one  cart  at 
a  time  was  almost  a  series  of  standing  pulls  and  violent  jolts.  Our 
difficulties  seemed  to  increase  ;  I  walked  on  and  found  another  large  ravine 
running  from  west  to  east. 

Since  the  third  day  after  our  departure  from  the  ships  the  people  have  Journey. 
worn  mocassins,  the  fall  of  temperature  having  caused  the  leather  boots  to  Traveiiedgi hours 
freeze  so  that  they  could  not  be  got  on,  even  if  desirable.    These  stones 
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W.N.W.  2.  c. 

Temperature  +  17. 


Tdksday,  21st  Sept. 


W.N.W.  6  to  4. 

Temperature  +10. 


|j'   Temperature  +14. 


mil  Seventh  Journey. 

i"!  KN.W.  3  miles. 
Travelled  9:^  hours. 


P.M. 

Calm.  c. 


Wednesday,  22  d  Sept. 


A.M. 

West  2  e.g. 
Temperature  +13. 


Eighth  Journey. 

W.N.W.  I  mile. 
N.N.W.  f  W.  2. 
N.W.  b.  N.  2f. 
Travelled  9  ^  hours. 


P.M. 

South  3  cm. 
Temperature  +  10. 


'I'liiiusiiAV,  23j)  Sept. 


A.M. 

Calm  b.c. 
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are  last  wearing  out  our  mocassins,  and  giving  the  men  sore  feet.  I  also 
much  fear  some  accident  to  the  carts.  Encamped  at  6  o'clock,  the  people 
very  much  fagged. 

I  have  dctcrinined  upon  leaving  the  half  of  iny  depot  in  the  next  ravine, 
and  pushing  on  with  the  remainder  to  the  north  coast,  so  as  to  obtain  sonx; 
knowledge  of  its  distance,  and  of  the  country  through  wliich  perhapM  we 
may  frequently  have  to  pass. 

A  strong  breeze  all  last  night,  and  still  continues  with  much  drift ;  it  is 
also  very  cold.  The  men  were  all  very  busily  employed  before  breakfast 
in  mending  their  mocassins  with  the  empty  provision  bags,  each  man 
sitting  up  in  his  blanket  bag,  and  occasionally  blowing  his  fingers. 

When  we  proceeded  at  9h.  40m.,  the  weather  was  considerably  improved 
and  sun  out.  Travelled  over  the  same  sort  of  rocky  ground  until  noon, 
when  we  descended  into  the  ravine  and  deposited  the  half  of  our  depot 
upon  a  conspicuous  rock,  about  forty  feet  up  its  soutli  side.  We  then 
crossed  the  ravine  in  a  N.N.W.  direction,  and  halted  to  lunch  at  2h.  10m. 
upon  a  hill  on  its  north  side. 

Built  a  small  cairn  here,  and  left  a  pike  standing  in  it.  Proceeded 
N.N.W.  over  very  stony  ground,  crossed  one  stony  ravine,  and  followed 
the  course  of  another  N.E.  half  a  mile.  It  then  turned  to  the  north,  and 
widened  out  into  a  considerable  holloAV ;  here  we  encamped  at  7h.  SOm.p.M., 
close  to  a  large  isolated  block  of  sandstone.  This  part  of  the  country  is 
characterized  by  its  numerous  low  stony  hills,  and  shallow  ravines  partially 
filled  with  snow ;  no  vegetation,  nor  traces  of  any  animals  seen.  Opened 
a  case  of  pemmican,  and  used  a  portion  for  supper;  the  case  was 
marked  40  pounds,  but  contained  only  .32  pounds  of  pemmican  put 
up  in  24  sausage  skins,  the  interstices  having  been  filled  up  with 
melted  tallow,  which  serves  as  fuel.  The  pemmican  contained  a  small 
portion  of  currants,  and  was  very  good,  but  was  not  so  much  liked  as 
the  ordinary  description,  to  which  pepper  and  salt  may  be  added.  Saw 
distant  lofty  land  in  the  N.N.E. 

A  gloomy  morning.  Started  at  9h.  15m.  passed  through  a  hollow  W.N.W. 
\  mile,  then  across  one  stony  valley  and  through  a  second  one  W.N.W. 
\  mile,  when  we  reached  a  space  of  flat  stony  land  and  crossed  it  by 
travelling  W.N.W.  f  W.  2  miles,  and  lunched  at  two  o'clock ;  pursued  our 
journey  over  a  stony  rise,  across  a  shallow  ravine  and  up  another  rise, 
on  the  highest  part  of  which  I  built  up  a  small  cairn  ;  from  this  position  a 
little  blufi'  hill  in  a  plain  bears  N.W.  1^  miles.  We  travelled  If  miles 
N.W.  b.  N.  beyond  this  little  cairn,  and  encamped  on  the  south  side  of  a 
series  of  very  stony  hills  at  seven  o'clock.  I  walked  on  to  these  hills 
before  dark  and  thought  I  could  distinguish  the  sea  between  another  but 
less  formidable  row  of  hills,  about  a  couple  of  miles  beyond  me.  North- 
ward of  the  high  stony  row  of  hills  on  which  I  stood  the  descent  is 
considerable,  the  land  less  stony  and  much  less  covered  with  snow.  Our 
progress  to-day  amounted  to  five  miles,  but  occupied  more  than  nine  hours 
of  very  hard  labour. 

Set  off  in  high  spirits  at  half-past  eight.  By  edging  away  a  little  to  the 
N.E.  we  got  over  the  stony  hills,  and  then  travelled  north  for  a  gap  in  the 
coast  hills,  where  we  came  in  sight  of  the  frozen  sea  ;  high  distant  land  was 
very  distinct  from  N.N.E.  to  east,  and  to  the  westward  there  were  hills  of 
considerable  elevation  extending  to  N.W.,  and  descending  with  regular 
slopes  to  the  sea.    Took  sights  for  time. 

Chronometer. 


1).  m.  s. 

4  .^1  40 

55  15 

56  54 
59  13 

5  00  20 


O 

n        /  // 

23  i<4  l<0 
59  00 

24  5  40 
13  20 
18  50 


Temperature  -)-  16° 
Index  correction  +  3'  30" 
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Chronometer.  0   

h.  m.  s.  °     '     "  Temperature  +  16° 

7    6    0  27  51  40  Correction  +  3'  30" 

8  50  51  10 

14  30  46  40 

17  00  44  40 

19  30  42  10 


We  proceeded  about  half  way  down  the  coast  hills,  pitched  our  tents         Ninth  Joumey. 
and  lunched  at  Ih.  30m.  We  then  placed  the  depot  upon  one  cart  and  took     encampment,  n.n.e. 
it  to  the  coast.    It  was  placed  upon  a  shingle  ridge,  40  feet  above  the  sea  3  miles, 
and  300  yards  from  it,  where  it  forms  a  conspicuous  object;  but  to  prevent         to  depot,  kkw. 
its  being  passed  by  a  coasting  party  in  thick  weather,  a  smaJl  cairn  was 
built  close  down  to  the  beach. 

All  the  land  to  the  eastward  and  northward  appears  continuous  and 
extends  as  far  round  as  N.  b.  W.  f  W.,  but  this  extreme  is  either  very 
distant  or  very  low  and  is  covered  with  snow. 

The  western  extreme  is  a  very  low  sandy  point  bearing  W.  by  N.  and 
distant  about  three  miles. 

The  probable  distance  of  the  land  bearing  north  is  from  20  to  25  miles.  p.m. 

The  sea  runs  into  E.  b.  N.  and  I  should  think  much  further,  but  the  S^'"*- 

.  Temperature  + 13, 

land  intercepts  one  s  view  m  that  direction. 

With  a  telescope  more  land  is  just  distinguishable  extending  to  the  left 
as  far  as  N.W.  f  N.,  but  there  is  a  break  in  this  land  which  bears  N.N.W. 
Right  peak  on  double-peaked  hill  bears  W.  by  S. 

After  seeing  the  depot  placed  and  stones  heaped  about  it,  I  sent  the 
men  back  to  the  tents,  and  walked  along  shore  to  the  westward.  The 
beach  is  very  flat  and  is  composed  of  the  finest  sand  and  mud ;  from  our 
depot  no  hummocks  could  be  seen  to  the  eastward,  and  a  few  only  of  three 
or  four  feet  in  height  about  5  of  a  mile  to  the  west  of  it. 

The  ice  is  unbroken,  rugged,  and  much  discoloured  by  the  fine  sand 
blown  off  shore,  as  was  also  the  snow  on  the  land. 

Found  a  piece  of  drift  wood  two  or  three  feet  long  and  four  inches  in 
diameter  high  up  on  the  beach ;  a  specimen  of  it  is  preserved.  Saw  the 
track  of  a  reindeer  in  a  mud  flat  now  frozen  hard,  but  no  recent  traces  of 
animals  ;  there  was  scarcely  any  vegetation  to  be  found.  Picked  up  a  few 
small  fragments  of  coal  off  the  mouth  of  a  ravine;  reached  the  western 
extreme  seen  from  the  depot  and  distant  three  miles  ;  took  bearings. 

Next  western  extreme  W.  \  N.  seven  or  eight  miles  ;  it  is  a  very  low  North  land  not  visible, 
shelving  point,  right  peak  on  double-peaked  hill  S.W. ;  eastern  extreme  of 
this  beach  E.  by  S ;  depot  E.S.E.    </>  at  5.41,  W.  \  S. 

It  was  quite  dark  when  I  got  back  to  the  tent  at  half-past  seven. 

A  very  cold  morning  with  strong  wind  and  thick  snow  drift.  Friday,  24th  Sept. 

Started  at  eight  o'clock,  wind  rapidl}'  increasing  ;  cannot  see  the  sledge 
beyond  a  hundred  yards.    We  returned  by  our  track  of  yesterday  as  long 
as  we  could  see  it,  but  the  snow-drift  soon  obliterated  all  traces  ;  travelled  o.c.q.'  *  *° 
S.S.E.  until  near  noon,  when  we  were  most  unexpectedly  stopped  by  a  Temperature +  9. 
large  ravine  with  very  steep  banks  directly  across  our  route.  We  travelled 
along  it  for  a  short  distance  to  the  eastward  upon  the  glacier  attached  to 
its  northern  side,  but  one  or  two  suspicious  looking  cracks  appearing  in  it 
I  determined  to  encamp  at  once.  We  had  been  going  before  the  wind,  but   Tenth  Joumetj  (on  return), 
upon  retracing  our  steps  a  short  way  to  encamp  several  frost-bites  occurred ;  s.s.e.  3  miles, 
it  was  blowing  a  very  heavy  gale  with  thermometer  at  +  6.  ^   SLtedVy'^rather  6  hours. 

The  men  agreed  in  voting  noses  a  nuisance  in  this  country ;  from  their 
prominent  position  they  are  usually  the  first  part  frost-bitten  ;  also  whiskers 
and  moustaches  were  sentenced,  as  not  only  being  useless   but  very  n. wfr'to  9. 
inconvenient,  the  former  catching  the  snow-drift,  and  one's  breath  freezing  o.c. 
on  the  latter  forms  an  icicle  not  easily  removed.  Temperature  +  e. 

Having  nothing  better  to  do  we  went  to  sleep  after  lunch,  and  slept  until  Thick  snow  drift, 
supper  was  ready. 

3  O  4 
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SATimiiAY,  25TII  SlOl'I. 


A.M. 

N.W.  8. 
o.c. 

Temperatiin;  zero. 
Thick  drift. 

detained  this  day  by  a  north- 
west gale. 


Sdndat,  26th  Sept. 


A.M. 

N.W.  4  c.m.s. 
Temperature  +15. 


Eleventh  Journei/  (on  return). 

7  miles  travelled, 
hours. 

P.M. 

Westerly  2.  b.c.m. 
Temperature  +  3. 


Monday,  27  th  Sept. 

Twelfth  Journey. 

Outward,  with  second  half  of 
depot. 

N.N.W.  2  miles. 
Hours  travelled 
Detained  by  weather  2. 

P.M. 

N.W.  7  to  9.  cm. 

Temperature  +  8. 
Thick  drift. 


TUESDAV,  28TI1  Ski't. 

N.W.  0  to  .0.  c.m.s. 


Still  blowing-  a  strong  gfilo;  tlio  temperature  in  the  tent  is  +  JO,  outwide 
it  is  at  zero.  As  the  present  detention  added  to  the  slow  progress  we  }iavc 
hitherto  made  was  rather  a  serious  matter,  I  felt  obliged  to  reduce  «uch 
portions  of  our  piovisions  a.s  we  eould  most  easil  y  spare  or  our  depot  could 
not  supply  to  one-lialf  and  two-thirds  allowance;,  l^iudeavoured  to  work  up 
my  courses  and  distances  from  the  ship  to  tlie  north  coast,  but  having  no 
navigation  tal)les  with  me  cannot  place  much  dependence  upon  my  result. 
I  make  the  course  and  (h'stance  from  the  ship  to  the  depot  N.  W^"  W. 
32  miles,  and  to  accomph'sh  this  we  have  travelled  .38  or  39  miles  ;  the 
variation  allowed  is  137"  K. 

In  the  afternoon  the  wind  abated  considerably,  but  the  weather  was  so 
misty  that  1  could  not  recognize  our  position ;  by  my  reckoning  we  are 
two  thirds  of  a  mile  east  of  our  outward  track. 

On  examining  the  ravine  before  us,  1  found  its  sides  were  nearly 
perpendicular,  and  that  the  tracks  of  our  cart  wheels  over  its  glacier  were 
nearer  to  the  edge  than  we  should  have  deemed  prudent  in  clear  weather. 
At  a  turn  in  the  ravine  the  glacier  extended  right  across  it  in  an  immense 
arch.  The  tunnel  beneath  was  about  80  yards  in  length,  and  70  or  80  feet 
wide,  its  height  at  each  end  was  about  60  feet,  and  the  lowest  part 
which  was  about  half  way  through  was  fully  40  feet  high  ;  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  masses  which  had  fallen  from  above,  the  bed  of  the 
ravine  beneath  the  arch  was  an  unobstructed  dry  river  course.  Icicles  of 
every  possible  size  and  of  the  purest  ice  were  disposed  in  clusters  from 
fissures  in  the  roof  or  in  rows  along  the  sides  of  this  icy  cavern,  with  which 
their  lustrous  appearance  contrasted  beautifully ;  the  icicles  were  so 
transparent,  and  the  interior  of  the  cavern  or  tunnel  of  an  opaque  bluish 
white  glazed  upon  the  surface  resembling  real  china ;  the  under  surface  of 
the  roof  was  rippled  in  the  form  of  mimic  waves.  It  was  quite  an 
enchanting  scene,  but  the  fissures  in  the  roof  and  immense  blocks  of  ice 
which  lay  as  they  had  fallen  from  it,  warned  me  that  it  was  not  a  desirable 
place  to  loiter  in  ;  these  fissures  brought  to  my  recollection  the  cracks  we 
passed  over  yesterday. 

Less  wind  this  morning  but  still  much  snow  and  drift.  At  7-45 
Mr.  Scott  and  I  set  off  to  the  westward  in  search  of  our  outward  track  ;  in 
this  he  was  successful,  and  shortly  after  I  found  my  little  cairn  on  the 
stony  rise  W.S.W.  of  the  tents.  The  carts  started  at  half-past  eight,  and 
by  10  o'clock  were  up  to  the  cairn.  There  was  just  sufficient  of  the  out- 
ward track  remaining,  either  on  the  bare  ground  or  in  the  exposed  and 
hardened  snow  drifts,  for  us  to  distinguish  and  folloAV  it. 

Lunched  at  12.45  ;  found  my  thermometer  broken  in  my  pocket.  At 
three  o'clock  we  passed  the  encampment  of  last  Tuesday  near  the  sandstone 
block.  Encamped  a  quarter  of  a  mile  north  of  the  cairn  and  pike  near  the 
depot  ravine  at  half-past  six  ;  the  evening  was  tolerablj''  fine  but  cold. 

Has  been  a  windy  night,  much  snow-drift  collected  about  the  tents. 
Started  with  an  empty  cart  at  nine  o'clock  to  bring  up  the  remainder  of  the 
depot  from  the  ravine,  and  returned  with  it  at  11  o'clock.  We  then 
packed  the  carts  and  started  a  second  time  for  the  north  shore,  a  very  sharp 
N.W.  wind  blowing,  strong  in  our  faces.  Persevered  until  four  o'clock, 
when  the  weather  had  become  so  severe  and  frost-bites  so  frequent  that 
we  were  obliged  to  encamp ;  we  had,  however,  reached  our  old  position 
close  to  the  sandstone  block.  As  it  was  too  severe  weather  to  halt  for 
lunch  to  day,  we  now  had  an  early  supper.  As  night  advanced  the  wind 
increased. 

A  heavy  gale  all  night;  although  it  has  moderated  considerably  this 
morning,  yet  we  are  unable  to  proceed.  The  men  are  employed  patching 
up  their  mocassins  with  a  spare  blanket  bag,  cut  up  for  that  purpose.  At  j 
noon  there  was  much  less  wind,  so  prepared  to  start,  thick  snow  falling. 
Started  at  two  o'clock,  every  one  glad  to  l)e  released  from  the  c;onfinement 
of  the  tent,  and  to  become  again  thoroughly  warm  with  exercise.  We  soon  i 
found  that  tlu;  recent  gales  hiul  l)ared  the  stony  hill-tops  and  filled  every 
depression  in  the  hi^^id  with  soil  snow,  more  or  less  deep.    The  consequence 
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of  this  change  was,  that  after  three  hours  hard  tugging  at  the  carts,  we  hfid  Journal  of 

advanced  scarcely  one  mile  ;  it  was  evident  that  the  country  had  become  CommanderM'Ciintock. 
impracticable  for  carts.    My  disappointment  was  very  great,  for  I  had  not       Thirteenth  Joumey 

anticipated  so  sudden  a  check,  and  being  rather  a  grave  affair  I  sat  down  . 

i  ,     ii  •  1  rpi  1-  J.  J  X'    ii-  Advanced  second  half  of  depot 

on  a  stone  to  thmk  it  over.    1  he  same  cause  which  prevented  lurther  opera-  one  miie,  and  returned  to  en- 
tions  with  carts  would  facilitate  the  progress  of  sledges;  this  was  a  comforting  ^ 
reflection,  and  as  for  my  plans  for  the  future,  the  often  repeated  "  one,  two, 

Detained  by  weather,  5. 

three,  haul,"  of  the  men  soon  hastened  them  to  maturity.  We  set  to  work 
at  once  to  carry  the  depot  to  the  top  of  the  nearest  hill,  where  it  was  left 
with  one  of  the  carts  ;  and  with  all  our  baggage  stowed  upon  the  other  we 
commenced  our  return  to  the  ship  for  sledges  and  more  provisions  to  com-  p.m. 
plete  our  undertaking.  Encamped  for  the  third  time  close  to  the  sandstone  ^.w.  2  c.m.s. 
block  at  eight  o'clock.  As  our  12  days'  provisions  were  consumed,  we 
took  from  the  depot  a  sufficient  quantity  to  last  us  back  to  the  ships.  The 
hill  on  which  our  depot  stands  is  about  nine  miles  from  the  north  shore. 
The  evening  was  calm. 

A  strong  east  wind  this  morning ;  the  weather  and  winds  have  been  very    Wednesday,  29xh  Sept. 
variable ;  the  only  thing  which  is  tolerably  constant  is  the  mist.    Started  at  ^ 
half-past  ten ;  the  sun  came  out,  and  weather  improved.    We  found  the  East  6  cm. 
snow  deep  and  hard  in  particular  ridges,  but  as  it  would  not  bear  the  weight  ^^™p^^''*'-^**^  +  ^•'^  • 
of  the  carts  the  wheels  cut  down  through  it  to  the  ground,  so  that  our  pro- 
gress, even  light,  was  both  slow  and  laborious.    Crossed  the  depot  ravine  and 
lunched  at  two  o'clock  ;  encamped  at  seven  o'clock.    Experienced  several 
snow  squalls  this  afternoon. 

Although  we  travelled  for  more  than  eight  hours  to-day,  we  have  only       Fourteenth  joumey 
come  five  miles.   All  our  sleeping  bags  and  fur  blankets  have  been  penetrated  return), 
with  the  late  snow-drifts,  which  by  repeated  thawings  b}^  night,  and  freezing  Traveife™8riiours 
by  day,  has  so  augmented  in  quantity  that  the  weight  of  those  articles  has 
been  at  least  doubled.  e.n.e.  7  to  4,  c.m.q, 

  Temperatui-e  +  14. 

The  fresh  wind  which  lasted  all  last  night  collected  a  good  deal  of  snow 
drift  about  the  tents,  so  that  our  cook  had  to  push  himself  out  through  a 
bank  of  it  this  morning,  which  had  formed  against  the  door- way  of  the  tent.  s.e.  e.^c.q, 

It  was  almost  calm  when  we  started  this  morning  at  nine  o'clock.    Our  Caimo 
remaining  provisions  are  reduced  to  4  lbs.  of  biscuit,  and  3^-  lbs.  bacon, 
besides  tea  and  sugar  for  each  person.    It  is  quite  sufficient,  yet  affords 
a  very  desirable  stimulus  to  exertion. 

By  making  a  short  detour  we  avoided  the  snowy  ravine  and  ascended  the       Fifteenth  joumey 
stony  hills.    South  of  these  there  is  a  striking  increase  of  vegetation,  and  (on  return), 

some  deer  tracks  were  met  with.  7  miles. 

Avoided  the  water  ravine  and  crossed  the  large  one  at  right  angles,  "'■''"^^'^''^'^  ^ 
mounted  its  south  bank,  having  recourse  to  our  old  plan  of  "  short  tacks," 
and  lunched  at  one  o'clock.  Water  was  found  at  the  foot  of  a  cliff  in  the  ravine. 

We  came  upon  our  outward  track,  but  by  keeping  a  more  direct  course 
reached  the  crooked  ravine  at  half-past  five,  and  encamped  about  half  a  mile 
south  of  our  position  on  the  18th  instant.    In  crossing  the  plain  between 
the  two  ravines  to-day,  we  found  the  snow  to  average  seven  inches  in  depth;  p.,,. 
had  it  been  all  soft,  v/e  should  have  crossed  it  with  much  less  labour  than  ^-^-E-  ^  to  7  o.m.q.s. 
was  occasioned  by  the  hard  ridges,  into  which  the  wheels  cut,  and  often    '^"^P"'^"'"^  +     "  +  • 
became  immoveable  until  dug  out,  and  trenches  dug  for  the  wheels.  This  has 
been  a  very  dark  misty  day,  and  there  have  been  two  furious  snow  storms. 

Very  variable  weather.     The  night  was  windy,  the  morning  calm  with      Friday,  Ist  Oct.  1852. 
sun  out,  but  when  we  started  at  nine  o'clock  the  wind  was  fresh,  and  a.m. 
weather  ov^ercast,  hazy,  and  unpleasant.    Completed  the  passage  through  ^-^-E.  s  c.s. 
the  crooked  ravine  by  one  o'clock,  lunched  at  two,  passed  our  second  encamp-        sixteenth  joumey 
ment  at  half-past  five,  and  stuck  fast  in  the  branch  ravine  which  leads  into  (on  return), 

large  or  first  ravine.  54  miles. 

Carried  everything  up  to  the  side  of  the  hill  where  we  encamped  at  six 
o'clock,  and  dug  out  the  empty  cart.    This  broad  ravine  is  quite  closed  ybi/g^'m. 
against  carts  by  the  accumulation  of  snow.  Temperature  +9. 

Calm,  cold,  and  misty.   We  all  slept  warm  and  well,  notwithstanding  the    satukday,  2d  Oct.  isss. 
condition  of  our  bags  ;  the  steam  rises  from  them  in  the  morning  when  the 

in.  3  p 


Thuesday,  30th  Sept. 

A.M. 

-m. 

Temperature  +  10. 


Travelled  8:^  hours. 

P.M. 


{'llllll. 

Thick  l''o" 


Scrcii Ici'iilh  Jvuriici/, 
(on  rctnni.) 

1 3  uiik's. 

'J'la veiled  13  hours. 


I'.M. 

S.E.  'i  to  5  c.Tii 


Temperature  at  zero. 


Arrive  on  board. 


The  carts. 


lif  \l 


Aneroid  barometer. 


(      I7H  ) 

coverlet  is  icinov cd,  uiid  tlie  hair  oi'  iJic  iMiff'ulo-robe  ou  which  \vc  nlecp  in 
muttcd  1,()/i,cther  witJi  frost,,  but  it  seldom  thuws.  'J'he  day  Ijad  not  bc^Miri 
to  dawn  wlien  we  stui  ted  at  seven  o'clock  ;  we  descended  the  hill  into  the 
first  ravine,  and  although  we  passed  over  the  top  of  its  glacier  and  thuK 
avoided  the  deepest  of  tiie  snow,  yet  we  had  to  dig  the  cart  out  several 
times;  a  tliick  fog  came  on,  so  that  we  missed  the  only  practicable  place  for 
getting  upon  the  lake,  and  had  to  follow  the  water-course  fr(;m  the  ra\'ine, 
which  led  us  l>y  a  very  circuitous  route  into  the  bed  of  the  river.  In  this 
day's  journey  ^\'e  had  to  lower  the  carto\  er  very  steep  banks  twice,  to  "  dig 
out"  many  times,  and  to  advance  by  "  standing  pulls  "  with  the  drag-ropcH 
shifted  to  the  upper  circumference  of  the  wheels  frequently.  This  latter 
plan  was  always  tried  before  stopping  to  "  dig  out,"  and  also  for  getting 
the  cart  up  or  out  of  a  ravine,  gully,  or  other  difficulty.  '^J^'he  men  were  ready 
at  expedients,  Jind  their  perseverance  and  ingenuity  entitle  them  to  great 
praise.  Going  over  the  rocky  ground,  when  one  W'heel  or  the  other  was  almost 
constantly  bi'ought  up,  the  man  Avhose  duty  it  was  to  guide  the  cart  by  the 
pole  was  tossed  about  from  side  to  side  in  the  most  provoking  manner;  he 
had  to  cling  to  it  to  prevent  being  knocked  over,  and  to  exert  great  patience, 
tact,  and  temper  in  the  discharge  of  his  irksome  duty.  It  was  also  a  post 
of  danger  when  going  do^vn  a  hill  or  other  steep  descent. 

Whenever  difficulties  presented  themselves,  and,  indeed,  upon  all  occasions, 
we  found  our  knowledge  of  seamanship  a  pov/crful  auxiliary  ;  and  for 
downright  hard  dragging,  no  men  could  stand  the  fatigue  these  men  have 
vmdergonc,  unless  like  seamen  they  had  been  inured  to  dragging  at  ropes 
from  their  boyhood. 

Lunched  at  2  o'clock ;  still  thick  fog.  Reached  the  sledge  which  we  had 
left  upon  the  beach  at  4  o'clock  ;  placed  the  cart  and  baggage  upon  it,  and 
crossed  the  inlet  to  the  peninsula,  wdiere  we  arrived  at  half-past  seven. 
Here  we  left  it,  and  walked  on  board,  reaching  the  ship  at  half-past  eight, 
the  men  in  sound  health,  but  much  tired  after  this  long  day's  journey  of 
13  hours  hard  labour. 

Our  carts  are  but  ill  adapted  to  the  service  they  have  been  employed 
upon,  in  consequence  of  the  small  diameter  of  the  wheels  and  the  bottom 
of  the  cart  not  being  fitted  with  runners,  so  that  the  vehicle  would  become 
a  sledge  by  merely  taking  off  the  wheels ;  but  they  are  exceedingly 
strong,  the  only  injury  sustained  being  the  bending  of  one  axletree. 

The  aneroid,  being  inconvenient  to  carry  about  one's  person,  Avas  placed 
upon  the  cart.  Its  indications  for  the  first  few  days  Avere  satisfactory,  but 
it  appears  to  have  been  gradually  affected  by  the  temperature,  as  on  its 
return  it  showed  one  inch  less  atmospheric  pressure  than  the  standard  baro- 
meter with  v^^hich  it  had  previously  agreed.  Not  regaining  this  quantity 
after  being  some  days  on  board,  it  was  reset  by  means  of  the  screw  at  the 
back,  and  now  continues  to  indicate  every  change  as  correctly  as  any 

instrument  of  the  kind  on  board.  t-,  ^  t.^.^ 

b.  L.  M'Clintock. 


Journal  of  M.  DeBray,  of 
the  French  Marine. 


No.  2. 

Journal  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Hero." 

Journal  of  Proceedincis  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Hero,"  M.  De  Bray,  attached 
as  a  limited  Party  to  Commander  M'Clintock,  North  Western 
Exploration  of  Melville  Island;  from  the  4th  of  April  to  the  18th 
of  May  1 8.53. 

Sir, — I  HAVE  the  honour  to  address  you,  in  compliance  with  your  orders, 
a  report  of  my  proceedings  in  command  of  the  sledge  "  Hero,"  acting  as  a 
limited  party  under  the  orders  of  Commander  M'Clintock,  in  exploration 
of  the  N.W.  coast  of  Melville  Island. 


By  Hemy  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute." 

I  UAVK  great  plcasui'c  in  being  able  to  appoint  you  to  the  command  of 
H.M.  Sleclge  "  Hero,"  auxiliary  to  so  active  an  officer  as  Commander 
M'Clintock,  one  who  is  so  Avell  accpuiinted  with  Arctic  travelling,  whose 
journey  will  be  so  extended,  and  whose  example  you  will  do  Avell  to  follow. 


A,M. 

Tliicli  l''o''. 


Scvciileciilh  Join- 
(on  rt'tuni.) 

i;i  uiilt's. 

'J'ravdled  13  hours. 


P.M. 

S.lv.  L'  to  5  cm 


Temperature  at  zero. 


Arrive  on  board. 


The  carts. 


Aneroid  barometer. 


Journal  of  M.DeBi 
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You  will  place  yourself  under  his  command  for  your  future  proceedings, 
and  I  feel  assured  that  from  the  zeal  you  have  manifested  in  the  equipment 
of  your  sledge,  as  well  as  in  other  matters  connected  with  travelling,  you 
will  do  credit  to  the  distinguished  service  to  which  you  belong. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  winter 
quarter,  Daly  Island,  the  2d  of  April  1853. 

(Signed)  H.  Kellett. 


Journal  of  M.  Te  Bray,  of 
the  French  Mai\ne. 


Names. 

Quality. 

Age. 

Ships. 

Mr.  E.  F.  De  Bray  - 

Officer  -       -       -  - 

"Resolute  " 

John  Cleverley  - 

Gunner's  Mate 

29 

"Intrepid-" 

JolinDrew 

A.  B.  - 

30 

Ditto. 

Robert  Ganniciift 

A.  B.  - 

27 

Ditto. 

AViUiam  Walker 

A.  B,    -  - 

'24< 

Ditto. 

Thomas  Hartnell 

A.  B.  - 

32 

Ditto. 

Samuel  Dean 

Carpenter's  Mate  - 

25 

Ditto. 

James  Miles 

Leading  Stocker  - 

32 

Ditto. 

Alexander  Johnson 

SteAvard,  G.  R.      -  - 

27 

Ditto. 

H.  M.  Sledge  "Hero." 


First  Journey. 

At  7h.  30m.  A.M.  left  the  ships  in  company  with  the  "Star  of  the  North," 
"Erin,"  and  "  Hope,"  exchanging  three  cheers  with  Lieut.  Mecham's  party 
and  the  few  of  those  remaining  on  board.    Cloudy  and  snowy  weather. 

Oh.  20m.  P.M.  lunch  on  the  north  shore  of  Brideport  Inlet ;  from  thence  the 
drag  became  very  heavy,  although  the  land  was  covered  with  snow,  however 
w^e  encamped  at  5h,  30m.  p.m.  on  the  lake.  Having  seen  a  herd  of  musk 
oxen,  Lieut.  Hamilton  and  I  went  in  chase  but  without  success. 

Tried  to  bore  a  hole  through  the  ice  on  the  lake,  but  after  digging  about 
four  feet  we  were  obliged  to  drop  our  work. 

Second  Journey. 

6h,  30m.  A.M.  Breakfast ;  packed  the  sledge  and  started  ;  we  soon  arrived 
at  the  entrance  of  a  deep  ravine.  The  snow  having  accumulated  in  the  bottom 
obliged  us  to  make  our  way  on  the  side,  that  we  could  only  ascend  by 
putting  three  sledge  crews  on  the  same  sledge. 

Several  times  obliged  to  double  bank. 

Lunch  at  noon  near  a  cairn  with  a  bamboo  stuck  up  on  the  top,  placed 
there  bj^  Commander  M'Clintock  last  autumn. 

After  lunch  we  proceeded  across  a  plain  situated  at  about  600  feet  above 
the  sea.  Cloudy  and  snowy  weather.  Encamped  at  5h.  p.m.  Being  tired 
by  the  hard  labour  of  the  day  every  one  was  soon  soundly  asleep. 

Third  Journey. 

7h;  A.M.  Breakfast ;  packed  the  sledge  and  started ;  we  soon  arrived  at  a 
ravine  called  Crooked  Ravine,  on  account  of  its  sinuosities,  and  situated  at 
about  5  miles  from  the  cairn  with  bamboo.  Lunch  at  llh.  45m.  a.m. 
Started  at  Oh.  15m.  p.m. 

At  2h.  P.M.  we  arrived  at  another  ravine,  200  feet  in  depth,  which  caused 
us  a  little  difficulty  in  going  down,  the  road  being  very  steep.  In  the 
bottom  of  this  ravine  we  found  the  snow  very  deep,  and  as  the  sledges 
were  heavily  laden  we  advanced  slowly. 

Encamped  in  this  ravine  at  4h.  50m.  p.m. 

Saw  a  herd  of  8  musk  oxen,  but  so  wild  as  to  prevent  our  coming  within 
gunshot. 

Misty  and  snowy  weather  in  the  morning,  clearing  towards  the  evening. 

Fourth  Journey. 

At  7h.  a.m.  started  in  the  prolongation  of  the  ravine.  Very  thick  drift, 
and  the  breeze  increasing  rapidly.  However,  Captain  Kellett,  leaving  his 
tent  and  his  sledge,  accompanied  us  with  his  crew  to  give  a  help  in  the 
ascent  of  the  ravine.  At  lOh.  a.m.  we  were  out  of  the  ravine,  having 
before  us  a  plain  called  Stony  Plain  ;  there  we  took  leave  of  Captain  Kellett 
and  made  our  way. 

At  llh.  a.m.  the  drift  became  so  thick  that  we  were  obliged  to  encamp. 
The  sky  clear  overhead.  Lunch  at  noon.  Thermometer  inside  the  tent  6\ 
Dinner  at  6h.  30m.  p.m. 

3  P  2 


April  4th,  Mend  ly. 

Course  steered  -  N.W. 
Estni.  dist.  -  10  miles. 
Encnip.  for  rest  -  1 3  h. 
Lunch  -  -  30  m. 
Marching  -  9  h.  30. 
Temperature  -  +  3°. 
Wind  -       -  E.N.E  to  N.E.  3. 


April  5th,  Tuesday. 

Course  steered  -  N.W.iW. 
Estm.  dist.       -  5-^  miles. 
Encmp.  for  rest-  14  h. 
Lunch  -         -30  m. 
Marching        -  9  h.  30  m. 

Temperature  2°. 

Wind-    -  N.E  2  -N.N.W.  4. 


April  6th,  Wednesday. 

Course  steered  -  N.  33°  W. 
Estm.  dist.        -  6:^  miles. 
Encmp.  for  rest  ■•  14  h. 
Lunch    -        -  30  m. 
Marching        -  9  h.  20  m. 

Temp.      -   8°. 

Wind    -       -  N.N.W.  3  to  1. 


April  7th,  Thursday. 


Course  steered 
Estm.  dist. 
Encmp.  for  rest 
Lunch  - 
Marching 
Temp.  - 
Wind  - 


-  N.W. 

-  2  miles. 

-  14  h  10  m. 

-  30  m. 

-  4h. 

-  - 14°. 

-  N.N.W.  7. 
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April  8tli,  I'Viday. 


Temp. 
Wind  - 


-  22". 
N.N.W.  8. 


April  9tli,  Hiitiirday. 


Tonip. 
Wind 


-20". 

N.N.W.  !)to7. 


April  10th,  Sunday. 


Temp. 
Wind 


-  -2.5'. 

-  N.N.W.8  to  0. 


April  11th,  Monday. 


Course  steered 
Estim.  dist 
Encmp.  for  rest 
Lunch  - 
Marching 
Temp. 
Wmd  - 


-  N.  6°  W. 

-  6  miles. 

-  14  h.  30  m. 

-  30  m. 

-  9  h. 

-  -5°. 

-  N.N.W.4toO. 


April  12th,  Tuesday. 

Course  steered  -  N.  6°  W. 

Estim.  dist.  -  8  miles. 
Encmp.  for  rest-  14  h. 

Lunch  -  -  30  m. 

Marching  -  10  h.  25  m. 

Temp.      -  -  -11°. 

Wind  -  -  S.S.B.  1  to  3 


April  13th,  Wednesday. 

Course  steered  -  W. 
ICstim.  dist.       -  7i  miles. 
Encmp.  for  rest-  13  h.  30  m. 
Tjunch  -  -  30  m. 

Marcliiiig         -  9  h. 

Temp.  6°. 

Wind  S.S.IO.  1— S.S.W.  1  to  4. 


Fifth  Jf)URNicv. 

Confined  to  the  tent  by  a  very  Ktrong  ]}rcczc  from  the  N.N.W.  Drift 
very  tliick. 

Sixth  .Journky. 
Confined  to  the  tent  by  the  same  weatlier. 

Johnson  complained  of  great  weakness  ;  this  I  attributed  to  the  fatigue 
of  laying  down  for  so  many  hours  with  such  alow  temperature.  I  gave  him 
a  warm  drink  and  half  a  tea  spoonful  of  spirit  of  ammoniafjue. 

Towards  the  evening,  the  weather  having  cleared  a  little,  I  gave  a  good 
shaking  to  our  bedding,  in  order  to  get  rid  of  the  snow  produced  inside 
by  the  congelation  of  the  vapour. 

Seventh  Journey. 

Confined  to  the  tent  by  the  same  weather  although  the  wind  had  slightly 
moderated. 

I  went  out  to  pay  a  visit  to  Commander  M'Clintock  who  had  suffered 
from  a  slight  attack  of  snow-blindness. 

All  the  other  tents  were  in  a  good  state  and  had  no  complaints  of 
frost-bites. 

Johnson  after  a  good  sleep  during  the  night  was  well  this  morning. 

Eighth  Journey. 

The  weather  having  cleared  with  a  good  appearance,  breakfast,  packed 
the  sledge  and  started  at  8h.  30m.  a.m. 

The  road  very  bad,  occasioned  by  the  great  quantity  of  stones  completely 
bare  of  snow,  which  obliged  us  sometimes  to  make  long  turnings. 

Lunch  at  Ih.  30m.  a.m.  Proceeded  at  2h.  a.m.  to  cross  a  small  ravine. 
Encamped  at  6h.  a.m.    The  weather  very  clear,  calm  towards  the  evening. 

Ninth  Journey. 

At  8h.  a.m.  breakfast^  packed  the  sledge  and  proceeded  with  a  light 
breeze  of  the  S.S.E.  The  weather  remarkably  fine  allowed  us  to  put  our 
gears  to  dry,  by  hoisting  them  on  the  shears. 

The  road  much  better  than  yesterday ;  in  some  places  the  snow  very 
deep. 

Lunch  at  Ih.  15m.  p.m.  Started  at  Ih.  45m.  p.m.,  the  breeze  freshening 
from  the  S.S.E. 

Passed  a  ravine  called  Cart  Cairn,  from  whence  I  enjoyed  the  panorama 
of  the  north  coast  of  Hecla  and  Griper  Bay. 

With  the  help  of  the  fair  wind  we  soon  came  to  a  small  cairn  at  the 
entrance  of  the  last  ravine,  in  going  down  v/hich  we  made  rapid  progress. 
But  when  about  two  miles  from  the  fioe  we  were  stopped  by  the  snow 
having  filled  the  ravine  ;  we  were  then  obliged  to  double  bank  the  sledges 
in  order  to  reach  the  side  of  the  ravine,  where  we  found  a  better  road. 

Encamped  at  7h.  p.m.  in  this  same  ravine  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile 
from  the  floe. 

My  thermometer,  which  was  in  a  gutta  percha  case,  was  broken,  most 
probably  by  the  contraction  of  the  case. 

Tenth  Journey. 

Directly  after  breakfast  1  Avent  away  with  one  man  and  a  small  sledge  to 
take  one  case  of  pemmican  and  one  half-case  of  bacon  to  the  depot  cart. 

Before  starting  unloaded  my  sledge  and  examined  the  runners ;  I  found 
only  two  rivets  missing. 

All  the  men  in  very  good  health ;  inspected  their  feet,  no  frost-bites. 
Started  at  8h.  30m.  a.m.  in  company  with  Mr.  Roche  and  Mr.  Hamilton; 
the  last  having  left  his  tent  and  sledge  at  the  encampment. 

At  9h.  A.M.  we  shook  hands  Avith  them  and  proceeded  to  the  westward, 
making  our  way  on  the  beach,  the  Hoc  Ixving  very  rough. 

Tlu^  weather  clear,  light  breeze  from  the  S.S.E.,  hoisted  the  sail.  Lunch 
at  Ih.  P.M.  Stiirted  at  l,h.  3()m.  p.m.  Commander  M'Clintock  and  I  went 
ahend  of  the  sledges  with  a  saw  and  an  axe  in  search  of  the  drift  wood  he 
had  seen  last  autumn.  We  found  it  without  too  much  difliculty,  although 
it  was  covered  with  mud.  Soon  afterwards  the  sledges  were  alongside  and 
W('  look  two  days'  fuel  for  each  of  them. 
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At  3h.  P.M.  the  breeze  freshening  rapidly  from  the  S.S.W.  with  misty  Joumaiof  m.  DeBray,of 
weather  and  thick  drift.   Encamped  at  5h.  30m.  p.m.  French^Marme. 

Several  fresh  deer  tracks  along  the  shore  going  from  the  westward  to  the 
eastward. 

The  neck  of  a  rum  can  having  been  broken  in  packing  the  sledge,  lost  a 
pint. 

Eleventh  Journey. 

Breakfast,  packed  the  sledge,  started  at  8h.  a.m.  with  clear  weather  and      April  1 4th,  Thursday. 

a  light  breeze  from  the  N.  W.  Course  steered  -  w.  6°  N. 

Commander  M'Clintock  taking  the  lead,  I  went  on  the  hills  to  see  if  I  ^st™  di^t-  -similes. 

IT  ^    1  1  T  1      1  fi  11  i       1       ;      1  Encmp.  forrest-  14  h.  30  m. 

could  find  some  game,  and  1  had  the  good  chance  to  shoot  a  hare.  Lunch  -       -  so  m. 

Lmich  at  Ih.  30m.  p.m.    Started  at  2h.  p.m.    The  breeze  romid  the  Marching  -gh.aom. 
compass.    Encamped  at  6h.  p.m.  at  the  depot  of  Point  Nias.  Wind       -n.w.  2.— <)i  1. 

Twelfth  Journey. 

Employed  the  forenoon  completing  our  provisions  from  the  depot  of       April  isth,  Friday. 
Point  Nias,  and  in  burying  my  homewards  depot  of  11  days.  Com-se  steered  -nw 

Misty  and  snowy  weather,  blowing  fresh  from  the  S.W.,  heavy  drift.       Estim.dist.     -  2  miles. 
Lunched  in  the  tent  at  Oh.  30m.  p.m.    Packed  the  sledge  and  started  at  Jo 

Ih.  P.M.  under  sail.  Marching-       -4h.  30  m. 

At  4h.  P.M.  the  wind  shifted  suddenly  to  the  N.W.  after  a  short  interval  ^,Y^l'  .  g  -y^  5.— n.w.  itos 
of  calm,  and  blew  so  strong  that  we  were  obliged  to  encamp  at  5h.  30m.  p.m.  state  of  ice  -  rough,  and  deep 

snow. 

Thirteenth  Journey. 

Confined  to  the  tent,  blowing  ver}^  hard  from  the  N.W.  and  the  tempe-      April  leth,  Saturday, 
rature  being  too  low  to  proceed  on  our  journey.  Temp.  -       -  -21°. 

l^OURTEENTH  JoURNEY. 

At  8h.  A.M.  breakfast,  packed  the  sledge,  and  proceeded  to  the  N.W.       April  17th,  Sunday. 
The  weather  cloudy,  fine  snow  at  intervals.    Light  breeze  changing  from  Course  steered  -  n.w. 
the  N.W.  to  the  S.W.  which  was  the  evening  breeze.    Strong  glare  very  Enc™p.  for  rest- irk'^^ 
bad  for  the  eyes.  Lunch  -  -som. 

Lunch  at  Ih.  p.m.    Started  at  Ih.  30m.  p.m.  with  the  same  weather.  Temp.'°^-  --2°. 
Encamped  at  5h.  30ni.  p.m.  Wind      -  n.w.  l— s.w.  2. 

^  State  of  ice       -  very  heavy  in 

Fifteenth  Journey,  some  parts. 

Started  at  7h.  a.m.    Cloudy  weather,  light  breeze.  AprU  isth,  Monday. 

Lunch  at  noon.      Started  at  Oh.  30m.  p.m.  Course  steered  -  N.W. 

The  vision  very  deceiving  made  the  land  before  us  appear  very  close,  Encmp^for  rest  -  LT^!^^^ 
although  we  were  2  or  3  miles  distant.    Encamped  at  5h.  p.m.  Lunch  -  -som. 

Remarked  two  deer  tracks  on  the  floe  going  from  Melville  Island  Temp!^-^      -  -'lo^!^  ™ 
towards  Sabine  Land.  wind     •■     -s.tos.s.w.  l 

State  of  ice      -  good,  but 

Sixteenth  Journey.  deep  snow. 

At  7h.  A.M.  breakfast,  packed  the  sledge,  and  proceeded  towards  a  low       April  loth,  Tuesday, 
point  before  us  (Cape  Fisher) ;  going  round  this  point  we  found  a  deep  bay  course  steered  -  n.w. 
and  another  point  bearing  N.W.    Proceeded  towards  this  point,  where  we  Estim.dist.     -e^ miles. 

1       1    J     ,  Encmp.  for  rest-  14  h. 

lunched  at  noon.  _  _  L^neh    -     -  so  m. 

Started  at  Oh.  30m.  p.m.  Previously  I  was  sent  by  Commander  M'Clintock  Marching  ^ 
in  order  to  examine  this  last  point,  where  I  found  some  coal.  Wibd  -  '     -  s.s!e'.i. 

Having  seen  two  musk  oxen  I  gave  chase  immediately,  but  succeeded  state  of  ice -good  along  shore, 
only  in  wounding  one  of  them,  without  being  able  to  capture  him. 

This  point  was  called  Middle  Point,  and  the  two  bays  each  side  of  it 
Twin  Bays.  In  the  bottom  of  the  bay,  situated  north  of  Middle  Point,  is 
a  very  high  bluff  that  Captain  Parry  calls  Bull  Bluff,  which  is  the  com- 
mencement of  a  chain  of  high  mountains  stretching  to  the  N.W. 

'iliis  morning  before  starting  we  examined  the  sledges.  Thirty-two 
rivets  missing  from  the  runners  of  "  Star  of  the  North,"  and  the  two  runners 
spht  in  the  middle.  Fourteen  rivets  missing  from  the  "  Hero,"  and  a  very 
slight  crack  in  the  starboard  runner.    Encamped  at  4h.  30m,  p.m. 

Seventeenth  Journey. 

Started  at  5h.  15m.  a.m.    The  weather  very  clear,  light  breeze  from  the     April  20th,  Wednesday. 
S.E. ;  we  took  this  occasion  to  dry  our  gear.  course  steered  -  n.w. 

At  8h.  A.M.  the  weather  became  misty  and  the  breeze  freshening  we  IJcmp.'^for rest- 12^ 4^5 
hoisted  our  sail.     Found  blue  ice  along  the  shore.  Lunch  -       -  _  — . 
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Marching 
Tonip. 
Wind 
State  of  ice 


-  71h.  II 5  in. 

-  - 16". 

-  S.K.  1  to  f.. 

-  very  smooth 

along  sliore. 


April  21st,  Thursday. 

Course  steered  -  W.  by  N. 
Estim.  dist.       -  10  miles. 
Encnip.  for  rest  -  14  h.  15  ni. 
Liiuch  -  -  30  m. 

Marching        -  9  h.  25  ni. 
Temp.       -     -  +11°. 
Wind       -  N.W.  1.— S.E.  2. 
State  of  ice    -  generally  good. 


April  22d,  Friday. 

Course  steered  -  N.  by  W. 
Estim.  dist.      -  7  miles. 
Encmp.  forrest  -  13  h.  20  m. 
Lunch  -  -  30  m. 

Marching         -  9h.  30  m. 
Temp.      -       -  + 14°. 
Wind       -       -  N.  1. 
State  of  ice  -  rough  off  shore. 


April  23d,  Saturday. 

Course  steered  ~  N.W. 
Estim.  dist.      -  8  miles. 
Encmp.  for  rest  -  12  h.  30  m. 
Lunch     -       -  30  m. 
Marching        -  9  h.  30  m. 
Temp.      -       -  -  6°. 
Wind.    -  K  1.— KW.  2  to  4. 
State  of  ice      -  rough. 


April  24th,  Sunday. 

Course  steered  -  W.N.W. 
Estim.  dist.  -  9  miles. 
Encmp.  for  rest 
Luncli 


Marching 
Temp.  - 
Wind 
State  of  ice 


14  h. 
30  m. 

-  8  h.  50  m. 

-  +  1°. 

-  N.W.  3  to  4. 
-  generally  good 

floe. 


April  25lli,  Monday. 

Course  steered  -  W.N.W. 
Estim.  dist.      -  «  iiiile8. 
p:ncm p. forrest-  15  h.  10m. 
Lunch  -         -  30  m. 
Marching       -  9  h.  30  ni. 

Teni)).   12". 

Wind  -  •  N.W.  2  to  4, 

State  of  ice      -  level  iloc. 


At  9li.  30m.  A.M.  having-  seen  three  musk  oxen,  Commander  M'Chntoek 
and  I  went  in  cliase  and  killed  one  of  them. 

As  the  breeze  was  increasing  rapidly,  and  it  was  snowing  very  thick,  we 
pitched  the  tent  at  Oh,  .'50ni.  p.m. 

The  fresh  meat  was  divided  between  the  two  sledges,  and  we  enjoyed  a 
good  dinner  with  beefsteaks,  without  taking  any  lunch. 

During  the  day  f-everal  deer  in  sight. 

The  point  that  we  passed  to-day  was  called  Hillock  Point. 

ElGHTKKNTIi  JoURNEY. 

Started  at  2h.  45m.  a.m.  after  a  substantial  breakfast  of  musk  ox  and 
cocoa.  Snowy  weather,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  N.W.  The  floe  very 
good  during  6.|>  miles.  Lunch  at  H\\.  .30m.  a.m.  Started  at  9h  a.m.  with 
the  breeze  from  the  S.E.  The  floe  became  very  heavy  for  dragging,  the 
snow  very  soft,  and  covering  it  to  the  depth  of  two  inches.  Encamped  at 
Oh.  40m.  p  m. 

Remarked  four  lemming  tracks  on  the  floe  going  from  the  N.E.  to 
Melville  Island. 

We  travelled  to-day  along  a  shore  very  low,  and  sometimes  it  was  with 
difficulty  that  we  could  distinguish  the  land  from  the  floe. 

Walker  having  his  eyes  very  sore,  I  put  a  drop  of  wine  of  opium,  and 
applied  a  bandage. 

Nineteenth  Journey. 

Started  at  2h.  a.m.  Sno^vy  weather,  light  northerly  breeze.  Lunch  at 
7h.  a.m.    Started  at  /h.  30m.  a.m. 

The  glare  strong,  affecting  the  eyes  very  much. 

In  going  up  one  of  the  hills  along  shore  I  saw  a  land  which  I  believed  was 
separated  from  the  main  land  ;  but  afterwards  we  ascertained  that  it  was 
the  ext  :emity  of  a  very  low  point  bearing  N.  by  W. 

We  soon  reached  this  point,  where  Ave  found  a  very  bad  floe,  by  the  great 
quantity  of  soft  snow  kept  between  the  hummocks.    Encamped  at  noon. 

Walker's  eyes  being  much  better,  I  removed  the  bandage. 

Twentieth  Journey. 

Started  at  Oh.  30m.  a.m.    Very  fine  weather,  light  northerly  breeze. 

The  floe  being  very  bad,  we  were  obliged  to  take  some  short  cuts  over 
low  points  of  land,  which  we  could  only  recognize  by  some  small  hillocks 
here  and  there  rising  above  the  snow. 

Lunch  at  5h.  30m.  a.m. 

Started  at  6h.  a.m.    The  wind  freshening  rapidly  from  the  N.W^.,  with  a 
little  drift.    Proceeded  towards  a  point  rather  high,  bearing  N.  W. 
Encamped  at  lOh.  30m.  a.m. 

Twenty-first  Journey. 
Started  at  Oh.  30m.  a.m.    Misty  weather,  fresh  breeze  from  the  N.W. ; 
thick  drift. 

We  soon  arrived  at  a  point  with  a  high  bluff,  which  was  called  "  Grassy 
Cape,"  from  the  great  quantity  of  magnificent  grasses  covering  this  point. 

The  land  again  became  very  low  in  the  direction  of  W^est  and  W.S.W. 

Lunch  at  5h.  30m.  a.m.  Proceeded  at  6h.  a.m.  along  the  shore;  the  floe 
pretty  fair. 

At  8h.  A.M.  the  weather  clearing  a  little  saw  high  land  in  the  N.W. 
Encamped  at  9h.  50m.  a.m. 

Saw  a  ptarmigan  on  (jrassy  Cape,  and  a  herd  of  18  deer.  I  shot  one  of 
them,  and  the  meat  was  divided  between  the  two  sledges. 

Twenty-second  Journey. 

Started  at  Ih.  a.m.    (Jlear  weather,  with  a  little  breeze  from  the  N.W. 

Lunch  at  6h.  a.m.  Started  at  6h.  30m.  a.m.,  proceeding  towards  a  poin 
before  us,  forming  the  entrance  of  a  very  large  and  deep  bay. 

The  weather  stiuiilly  with  thick  drift. 

Eloc  level,  but  the  drag  very  hard  by  a  couch  of  soft  snow  spread 
over  it. 

Encamped  at  llh.  a.m. 
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Twenty-third  Journey.  April  ^otb,  Monday. 

Started  at  llh.  50m.  p.m.    Weather  clear  overhead,  a  little  mist  on  the       Aprii26tii  Tuesday, 
horizon,  light  breeze  from  the  N.W,  Course  steered  -n.w. 

Lunch  at  4h.  20m.  a.m.    Started  at  4h.  50m.  a.m.  EL'mp'fol^-est- i^rEo'iii. 

At  8h.  a.m.  encamped  on  a  small  island  of  about  2i  miles  in  length,  and  -som. 
2  miles  broad,  situated  at  2  miles  from  the  main  land.  Temp.^'"^  -    T  Li'io^ 

^.  Wind    -  -N.W.'lto2. 

i  WENTY-FOURTH  .1 OURNEY.  State  of  ice      -  good  floe. 

Started  at  J.  Oh.  p.m.  ;  leaving  on  the  island  a  small  depot  for  Commander  April  26th,  Tuesday. 
M'Clintock,  and  a  case  of  pemmican  for  my  homeward  journey.  We  found  Course  steered  -  n.  \>j  w. 
the  floe  ffood  during  Smiles  alone' a  range  of  hummocks  going  from  the  "f™'^^- 

to  o  to  o  t)       &         .  Encmp.forrest- 14  h. 

island  to  the  shore  ;  but  near  the  beach  we  had  a  very  heavy  drag  m  the  Lv.uch  -       -  so  m. 

Marching        -  9  h.  30m. 
Wind   -  -N.W.  1  to  2. 

Light  breeze  from  the  N.W.    Weather  very  fine.  Tem^.     -    -  -4o°. 

Lunch  at  3h.  45m.  a.m.    Started  at  4h.  15m.  a.m.  state  of  ice^    -rough  ice. 

The  land  very  Iom^  ,  and  with  an  aspect  very  different  from  what  we  had      ''^p"'  Wednesday, 
before  seen ;  no  grass,  no  moss. 

Some  traces  of  musk  oxen  and  deer  going  east. 
Encamped  at  8h.  a.m. 

Twenty-fifth  Journey. 

Started  at  1  Oh.  p.m.     Clear  weather,  light  breeze  from  the  west;  the      April 27th, Wednesday, 
floe  very  rough  and  covered  with  deep  snow.     A  considerable  refraction 
showed  us  the  land  extending  very  far  to  the  N.  by  W.,  and  more  land  very 
high  to  the  N.  and  N.N.E. 

Lunch  at  3h.  45m.  a.m.  Started  at  4h.  15m.  a.m.  The  breeze  freshening       April  28th,  Thursday. 

from  the  W.S.W.  with  a  little  drift.  Course  steered  -w. 

Encamped  at  7h.  40m.  a.m.  _  _  Encmp^fSrest  -  uT'''" 

Judging  from  what  we  saw,  we  suppose  ourselves  in  a  channel  running  Lunch    -     -  .30  m. 

between  Melville  Island  and  this  land  seen  in  the  north,  covered  with  an  wind -"w.  2.— "w.s.'w.  3  to  4. 

old  floe,  without  any  pressure  on  shore.  Temp.     -    .  -1°. 

State  of  ice      -  old  and  rough. 

Twenty-sixth  Journey. 

Started  at  8h.  50m.  p.m.,  proceeding  towards  the  point  before  us.    This       April  28th,  Thursday, 
point  is  the  extremity  of  a  peninsula  that  the  sledges  crossed  at  the  isthmus 
to  avoid  making  a  long  round.    I  deposited  a  record  on  the  extremity  of 
this  peninsula.    The  land  appeared  to  surround  us  011  all  sides  as  if  we  had 
been  in  a  very  large  and  deep  bay. 

Commander  M'Clintock  to  make  sure  of  this  fact  took  his  lunch  and 
walked  towards  the  land  to  the  north ;  I  soon  lost  sight  of  him  in  the 
refraction. 

Lunch  at  2h.  20m.  a.m.    Started  at  2h.  50m.  a.m.  making  my  way  in  the        April  29ih, Friday, 
direction  of  the  shore,  keeping  at  2  or  3  miles.    The  floe  very  rough.  Course  steered  -  s.w.  by  e. 

Encamped  at  6h.  50m,  A.M.  ...  .  Incmp.t^rest"  llf ^m. 

Commander  M'Clintock  came  back  at  this  time  without  having  been  close  Lunch  •■      -30  m. 
to  the  land,  although  he  walked  about  10  miles.  Temp.™°  -  '^ol'"^"™" 

At  about  8h.  a.m.  we  could  not  see  any  land,  the  refraction  having  dis-  wind  -       -  n.w.  1. 

flnnpnrpf!  State  of  ice      -yery  rough,  & 

dppearea.  ^  deep  snow. 

The  weather  very  clear  all  day,  light  breeze  from  the  N.W.  Saw  three 
musk-oxen  and  2  ptarmigan. 

Twenty-seventh  Journey. 

Started  at  8h.  45m.  p.m.    I  went  on  shore  to  examine  the  beach.    No       ^p"^  I'nday. 
vegetation  on  the  land,  which  is  covered  by  a  deep  couch  of  snovv\ 

The  weather  clear,  light  breeze  from  the  W.S.W.  The  floe  apparently 
good,  but  the  drag  very  heavy. 

Lunch  at  2h.  45m.  a.m.    Started  at  3h.  15m.  a.m.  April  30th,  Saturday. 

Before  us  to  the  S.W.  the  land  is  very  high,  and  the  hills,  I  suppose,  are  Course  steered  -  s.w. 

a  part  of  the  chain  of  mountains  beginning  at  Cape  Fisher,  the  appearance  Encmp!^fM^-est  -  ls  k  m. 

being  exactly  the  same  ;  the  land  of  a  dark  colour  cut  by  deep  ravines.  Lunch    -     -  30  m. 

The  land  'in  sight  to  the  W.N.  W.  and  N.W.  bore  the  appearance  of  several  ¥em?"l^  'o?' 

large  islands.  wind   -  w.s.w.  1.— s.av.  1. 

The  refraction  always  very  strong  showed  this  land  very  high,  giving  ^'^^^^'^'^^  -rough, 
sometimes  three  images. 

Encamped  at  6h.  45m.  a.m. 

3P  4  • 
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Journal  of  M.  Tic  Bray,  ol' 
tlie  rrcncli  Marino. 


April  .'iutli,  Saturday. 
May  1st,  »Snnd:i}-. 


Course  steered  ■ 

■  8.S.W. 

Estim.  dist. 

-  !)  miles. 

Encnip.  for  rest  ■ 

■  1.3  h.  4r,  m. 

Lunch 

■  :iO  m. 

Marching 

■  9  h.  .30  m. 

Temp.  - 

 2°. 

Wind 

■  calm 

State  of  ice 

••  ronc;li  and 

old. 

ilay  1st,  Sunday. 

May  2d,  Monday. 

Course  steered  -  S.S.W. 
Estim.  dist.       -  9  miles. 
Encmp.  tor  rest  -  14  h. 


Lunch 
Marching 
Temp.  - 
Wind  - 
State  of  ice 


-  .30  m. 

-  9h. 

-  -6°. 

N.  to  N.E.I  to  2. 

-  rough  but 
good  in  shore. 


May  2d,  Monday. 


May  .3d,  Tuesday. 

(!ourHe  steered  -  N.E. 

Kstim.  dist.  -  1.3i  miles. 
ICncmp.  for  rest  -  14  h. 

Limch      -  ■•  .30  lu. 

MarcliiriK  -  '.)  li.  ^iOm. 

Wind       -  -  S.S.IC.  Ho  .3. 

State  of  ice  -  good  inslioro, 


Jlemaikcd  two  lemming  tracks  and  one  fox  track  on  the  floe,  coming  from 

the  west  towards  the  shore. 

Several  very  fresh  ptarmigan  tracks  and  fox  tracks  on  the  land. 

TwKNTY-Eir.nTir  .louuNKy. 

Started  at  8li.  30in.  p.m.  Sky  overcast,  calm.  The  floe  always  the 
same,  and  the  drag  very  hard. 

lAinch  at  2h.  a.m.  Started  at  2h.  'Mhn.  a.m.  proceeding  towards  a  bluff, 
which  looks  like  the  extremity  of  a  point. 

Encamped  at  6h.  30m.  a.m. 

The  refraction  very  considerable. 

Remarked  several  tracks  of  deer,  foxes  and  lemmings  crossing  the  floe. 
Saw  two  ptarmigan  flying  over  the  sledges. 

Twenty-ninth  Journey. 

Started  at  8h.  30m.  p.m.  Clear  weather ;  light  breeze  from  the  N.  and 
N.E.  ;  hoisted  the  sail,  although  it  was  a  very  little  help  to  us. 

Lunch  at  2h.  a.m.  Started  at  2h.  30m.  a.m.,  proceeding  towards  the  shore, 
in  hopes  of  finding  a  better  floe. 

During  a  spell,  three  ptarmigan  came  very  close  the  sledges  :  one  of  the 
men  fired  a  shot,  but  missed  them. 

The  floe  in  shore  very  good ;  the  snow,  being  under  the  shade  of  the  high 
land,  is  hard  and  smooth. 

Encamped  at  6h.  a.m.  on  a  small  point  where  Commander  M'Clintock 
intends  to  place  his  depot. 

Commenced  building  a  cairn. 

The  land  to  the  N.W.  and  W.  apparently  very  high,  at  about  20  or  30 
miles. 

Thirtieth  Journey. 
Commander  M'Clintock  having  decided,  after  an  examination,  that  his 
sledge  was  not  fit  to  go  any  longer  with  a  load,  made  an  exchange  with  me, 
taking  my  sledge,  which  was  in  very  good  state,  only  having  a  few  rivets 
missing. 

At  the  same  time  I  received  three  men ;  Hood,  who  had  a  strain  and 
could  not  drag,  and  the  two  stockers,  Smither  and  Coombes.  I  gave  him 
one  of  my  men.  Drew,  to  complete  his  eight  men.  All  the  gear  were 
exchanged,  and  my  provisions  complete  to  1 1  days  for  1 1  men. 

I  received  the  following  instructions  from  Commander  M'Clintock  : 
"  Proceed  along  shore,  examining  the  beach  in  such  parts  as  were  not 
traversed  in  our  outward  journey,  as  far  as  Depot  Island  ;  do  this  with  all 
the  speed  you  can,  and  return  to  Point  Nias  as  fast  as  possible.  Take  up 
my  depot  of  seven  days'  provision.  Having  carried  out  this  depot  to  Cape 
Fisher  return  to  the  ships.  Leave  records  and  cairns  at  Depot  Island, 
Grassy  Cape,  Cape  Fisher,  and  Port  Nias,  at  the  Cart,  and  in  any  other 
positions  you  deem  suitable.  Dig  up  and  copy  Parry's  record  at  Point 
Nias,  and  leave  it  on  the  surface  that  I  can  easily  find  it  and  add  my  news 
to  it." 

At  9h.  P.M.  shaking  hands  cordially  with  Commander  M'Clintock,  and 
the  two  parties  cheering  each  other,  I  started,  proceeding  along  the  beach 
at  a  rapid  pace,  leaving  them  in  good  health  and  high  spirits. 

The  weather  misty,  light  breeze  from  the  S.S.E. 

I  sent  the  sledge  across  a  large  bay,  walking  myself  along  the  beach. 
The  weather  very  squall  y  ;  lost  sight  of  the  sledge  for  a  long  time,  joining 
only  for  lunch  at  2h.  .30ni.  a.m. 

Started  at  3h.  a.m.,  with  the  weather  clearing  in  the  north.  The  bay  that 
I  explored  to-day  is,  according  to  my  estimation,  three  miles  deep  and  about 
three  miles  broad  at  the  entrance.    Encamped  at  7h.  a.m.    Slight  refraction. 

Shot  three  ])tariuigan  on  the  land  near  a  very  remarkable  bluff  that  we 
called  (^oin  IJili. 

The  depot  is  jilaced  at  about  two  miles  from  a  cape  called  Cape  De  Bray. 
I'rom  this  caj)e  the  land  seemed  to  run  to  tlie  south,  and  in  all  probabihty 
I^ieutenant  Mccham  and  C!ommander  M'Clintock  will  meet  in  a  short  space 
of  time. 

From  this  day  1  cannot  register  the  temjicrature,  having  no  thermometer. 
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Thirty-first  Journey. 
Started   at  8h.  p.m.    Clear  weather — light  breeze  from  the  E.N.E,        May  3d,  Tuesday. 
Proceeded  along  the  shore  to  the  north  for  about  six  miles,  and  then  sent 
the  sledge  directly  towards  a  point  bearing  N.E.  by  E.,  whilst  I  was  walking 
along  the  beach. 

Lunch  at  Ih.  30ra.  a.m.      Started  at  2h.  a.m.  May  4th,  Wednesday. 

The  weather  became  misty,  the  wind  freshening  suddenly  from  the  N.E.  cwse  steered  -n.n.e. 
In  one  place  near  the  shore  I  found  salt  water  on  the  surface  of  the  floe,  Encmp!^forrest- 13  h!'^^^' 
coming  I  suppose  from  a  crack  occasioned  by  a  strong  tide.  Lunch    -     -  30  m. 

The  floe  very  good  for  a  light  sledge.  Wind^"^   -  e"ne.— nj 

Encamped  at  6h.  a.m.  state  of  ice      -good  floe. 

Saw  three  ptarmigan. 

Thirty-second  Journey. 
Started  at  8h.  p.m.    Clear  weather,  light  breeze  from  the  N.E.,  freshening      May  4th,  Wednesday, 
a  little. 

Proceeded  directly  towards  the  peninsula,  where  I  arrived  for  lunch  at       May  5th,  Thursday. 

2h.  a.m.  Course  steered  -  E.KE. 

Built  on  this  point  a  small  cairn,  where  I  deposited  a  record  in  the  tin  Encmp.'for  rest "  u  h™''^*^' 
left  here  on  our  outward  journey.  Lunch 


N.E.  3. 


-  30  m. 


Started  at  2h.  30m.  a.m.    The  weather  very  dark  and  misty,  the  wind  ^1^^"°.         ^  ^^^^ 

increasing  rapidly.  State  of  ice     -good  floe. 
Encamped  at  6h.  30m.  a.m. 

Thirty-third  Journey. 
Started  at  8h.  15m.  p.m.    Cloudy  and  misty  weather.    The  floe  very  bad,  Thursday, 
obliged  me  to  close  the  shore,  where  I  found  the  lead  very  much  better. 

Lunch  at  Ih.  45m.  a.m.    Started  at  2h.  15m.  a.m.  May  eth,  Friday. 

The  weather  became  so  thick  that  I  could  not  see  a  hundred  yards  before  Course  steered  -  e.— s.  by  e. 

mi         1  ,  Estim.  dist.       -  7  mis. — ^7  mis. 

me.     1  he  glare  very  strong.  Encmp.  for  rest  - 13  h.  45  m. 

Light  breeze  from  the  N.E.    By  moment  almost  calm.  Marchino-  -gh.'s'om. 

Encamped  at  6h.  15m.  A.M.  Wind    °.      -  N.E.l.-ealm. 

Saw  three  ptarmigan.  state  of  ice    -Heavy  off 

Thirty-fourth  Journey. 

Started  at  8h.  14m.,  proceeding  towards  Depot  Island.  May  eth,  Friday. 

Misty  weather ;  light  breeze  from  the  N.E.    The  heavy  floe  obliged  me  Course  steered  -  s.e.  by  e. 

to  make  the  best  of  my  way  on  the  beach.  Incmp.for  rest  -  II  h. «  m. 

Reached  the  depot  at  1  Oh.  p.m.     Built  a  cairn,  and  left  a  document  Lunch    -     -30  m. 

informing  Commander  M'Clintock  of  my  proceedings  since  the  day  I  left  ^^^^'^''^^  V^i^^™ 

him,  giving  information  that  no  traces  of  the  missing  expedition  were  found,  state  of  ice  -hummocky. 

I  took  from  the  depot  a  case  of  pemmicaii,  and  started  at  lOh.  45m.  p.m. 

Lunch  at  Ih.  45m.  a.m.    Started  at  2h.  15m.  a.m.  May  7th, Saturday. 

Clear  weather,  the  wind  round  the  compass. 

Encamped  at  6h.  a.m. 

Saw  one  ptarmigan. 

Thirty-fifth  Journey. 

Started  at  8h.  p.m.  Cloudy  and  misty  weather,  light  breeze  from  the  Saturday, 
westward.    Hoisted  the  sail. 

Lunch  at  2h.  a.m.    Started  at  2h.  30m.  a.m.,  proceeding  towards  Cape        May  sth,  Sunday. 

Grassy,  where  I  built  a  small  cairn,  leaving  a  document.    The  floe  generally  Course  steered  -  e.s.e. 

bad,  but  the  sail  gave  us  a  good  help,  although  the  breeze  was  very  hght.  Inimp'^forrest- u'l™''^^' 

In  going  round  Cape  Grassy  I  found  the  breeze  fresh  from  the  S.  W.  Lunch  -       -  30  m. 

The  weather  very  dark,  and  the  hght  bad  for  the  eyes.  w^^^'^     -  w.Y-s"w.3. 

Encamped  at  5h.  a.m.  state  of  ice      -Rough  floe. 

Shot  two  ptarmigan.    Saw  a  snow  bunting. 

Thirty-sixth  Journey. 
Started  at  8h.  15m,  p.m.  under  sail.    Sky  overcast,  fresh  breeze  from  the        May  8th,  Sunday. 
W.N.W. 

At  Oh.  30m.  A.M.  the  weather  became  so  misty  with  a  thick  drift  that  I        May  9th,  Monday, 
could  not  see  the  land,  or  even  tell  if  I  was  on  the  floe  or  on  the  ground,    com-se  steered  -  s.s.e. 

To  avoid  any  loss  of  time  I  pitched  the  tent  for  lunch,  the  sky  appearing  Enc!!!np'for  rest  is™  15  m. 
to  clear  a  little.  Lunch    -     -  1  h. 

III.  3  Q 
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Marcliing  - 
Winrl 
State  of  ice 


-  8  h.  J  n in. 
W.M.W.  ;j  to  G. 

-  -very  rougli. 


May  9  th,  Monday. 


May  lOth,  Tuesday. 

Lunch     -      -  30  m. 
Wind      -      W.N.W.  8toll. 


Maiy  10th,  Tuesday. 


May  11th,  Wednesday. 


Course  steered 
Estini.  dist. 
Encmp.  for  rest 
Lunch 
Marching 
Wind 

State  of  ice 


S.E. 

15  miles. 
14h. 
30  m. 

-  9h. 

-  N.W.-6. 

rough  offshore 


May  11th,  Wednesday. 


May  12th,  Thursday. 


Course  steered 
Estim.  dist. 
Eucmp.  for  rest 
Limch 
Marching  - 
Wmd 
State  of  ice 


-  S.E. 
-16  miles. 

-  17  h. 

-  30  m. 

-  8h. 

-  N.W.  9  to  6. 

-  rough  floe. 


May  I2tli,  'I'liumlay. 


At  Ih.  3()ni.  A.M.  1  saw  the  land,  uixl  taking  the  bearing  S.S.E.  I  started 
under  sail.  I'lic  floe  was  so  rougli  that  I  was  o})]iged  to  reef  the  sail  to 
avoid  capsizing  the  sledge. 

The  wind  increased  so  much  that  the  sledge  under  sail  was  either  keeping 
the  men  at  a  run,  or  dragging  them  along.  The  men  after  so  long  a  run 
were  very  tired,  and  I  encamped  at  6h.  a.m. 

'fllliriT-SlCVKNTII  .loUllNEY. 

Confined  to  the  tent  by  stress  of  Aveather.  The  wind  blowing  very  strong 
from  the  W.N.W. ,  with  drift  and  snow  so  thick  that  it  was  impossible  to 
see  at  20  yards. 

At  sunrise  the  gale  increased  very  much,  and  shook  our  tent  in  a  fearful 
manner. 

Lunch  at  2h.  a.m. 

In  the  morning  during  a  lull  employed  clearing  the  tent  i'rom  the  snow 
outside,  having  been  almost  buried,  and  the  tent  poles  bending  under  the 
pressure. 

Blowing  very  hard  all  the  day. 

Thirty-eighth  Journey. 

The  weather  having  moderated  a  little,  started  at  8h.  p.m.  under  sail. 
Fresh  breeze  from  the  N.W,,  snow  and  drift  very  thick.  The  floe  very 
bad  from  the  numerous  hummocks,  but  iii  closing  the  shore  I  found  the  floe 
very  smooth,  with  blue  ice  in  many  parts. 

In  spite  of  the  reef  the  sledge  was  going  so  fast  that  I  was  obliged  to 
make  seven  men  jump  on  the  sledge,  the  others  being  employed  to  steer. 

Lunch  at  Ih.  a.m.    Started  at  Ih.  30m.  a.m. 

Dean  unable  to  walk,  the  sledge  having  passed  over  his  leg,  but  without 
any  dangerous  effect. 

Encamped  at  5h.  30m.  a.m. 

Saw  three  musk  oxen,  but  the  weather  would  not  allow  me  to  go  in 
.  chase. 

Thirty-ninth  Journey. 

The  wind  blew  very  strong  all  the  day,  but  moderating  towards  the 
evening,  I  started  at  I  Oh.  30m.  p.m.  in  spite  of  a  very  thick  drift,  having  only 
one  day's  provisions  on  my  sledge.  The  sledge  being  in  a  very  bad  state, 
and  fearing  that  it  would  break  down  among  the  hummocks,  I  was  obliged 
to  bend  the  sail  on  the  reef  band. 

Lunch  at  4h.  a.m.,  with  cold  pemmican.  Started  at  4h.  30m.  a.m.  without 
the  sail,  the  men  being  a  little  tired. 

At  6h.  a.m.  sighted  Point  Nias  through  the  mist. 

At  7h.  a.m.,  when  about  200  yards  leading  the  sledge,  I  sawthe  men  making 
signs,  and  one  of  them  running  towards  me,  I  went  back  immediately,  with 
a  presentiment  that  an  accident  had  occurred,  and  found  Coombes,  in 
appearance  lifeless,  on  the  sledge. 

I  encamped  immediately,  and  used  all  the  means  that  I  had  in  my  power 
to  restore  life,  such  as  hot  water  in  a  tin  to  the  feet  and  on  the  stomach, 
employing  the  only  cordial  that  I  had  in  the  medicine  chest,  half  a  gill  of 
brandy,  with  40  drops  of  aromatic  spirit  of  ammoniac.  But  all  efforts 
proved  in  vain ;  they  were  only  discontinued  when  it  became  evident  that 
the  man  was  dead. 

In  the  morning  Coombes  was  in  very  good  health  ;  two  days  before  he 
complained  of  a  looseness  of  the  bowels.  I  gave  him  a  pill  of  opium, 
which  stopped  it. 

The  men  told  me  that  he  stopped  for  a  moment,  and  they  heard 
him  calling  one  of  his  messmates,  as  for  help  ;  on  looking  round  they  saw 
him  falling  on  the  floe.  I  arrived  just  at  the  moment  that  he  was  lifted 
and  put  on  the  sledge. 

'^J'he  men  were  greatly  afle("ted  by  this  sudden  death,  and  considering 
myself  the  case  veiy  grave,  1  took  the  resolution  to  return  on  board  as  fast 
as  possible. 

FoiiTiETH  Journey. 
Having  wrapped  up  Coomb(>s  in  th(^  cover  of  the  sledge,  T  started  at 
9h.  j'.M.,  proceeding  towards  Point  Nias,  where  1  arrived  at  lOh.  30in.  I'.iw. 
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Pitched  the  tent,  and  ffave  to  the  men  a  substantial  breakfast  of  preserved    Journal  of  m.  De  Bray,  of 

°  ^  the  French  Marine. 

meat.   

I  tried  to  dig  out  Parry's  documents,  but  could  not  find  them.  After 
breakfast  packed  the  sledge,  taking  my  depot  of  provisions,  and  started  at 
midnight,  leaving  a  document  for  Commander  M'Clintock,  explaining  my 

sad  accident.  May  ISth,  Friday. 

Lunch  at  4h.  a.m.     Started  at  4h.  30m.  a  •  IM.  Course  steered  -  E.  iV  S. 

The  breeze  freshening  from  the  N.W.  ^f™-       , "  •'^""les. 

1°   1  1     1  1'       1  -t-ncmp.  for  rest  -  14h. 

Cut  a  blanket  to  make  blanket  wrappers  lor  the  men.  Lunch    .     -  som. 

Encamped  at  8h.  a.m.  at  Point  Reed.  -  J.^-^^ 

r  State  of  ice       -  good  floe. 

l^ORTY-FIRST  JoURNEY. 

Started  at  8h.  45m.  p.m.    Clear  weather ;  calm.    The  floe  very  rough  ;        May  isth,  Friday, 
obliged  me  to  lead  on  the  beach,  where  the  deep  snow  occasioned  a 
hard  drag. 

Lunch^at  2h.  30m.  a.m.    Started  at  3h.  a.m.  i«h,  Saturday. 

I  went  ahead  towards  the  Cart  depot  and  left  there  a  document  for  Course  steered  -  e.  ^  s. 
Lieutenant  Hamilton,  saying  that  if  he  had  any  provisions  to  spare  he  was  Encmp.  for  rest  -  12^45^1. 
required  to  add  them  to  the  depot  for  Commander  M'Clintock.  mT^-   '  ' 

Encamped  at  7h.  a.m.  at  the  entrance  of  the  Cart  ravine.  wm'"^-     "  Caim^^™' 

Saw  two  ptarmigan. 

Forty-second  Journey. 

Started  at  9h.  p.m.    Employed  until  3h.  30m.  a.m.  ascending  the  Cart       May  uth,  Saturday, 
ravine. 

Very  little  snow  on  the  ground.    The  weather  clear.    Light  breeze       jyjay  15th,  Sunday. 

from  the  S.S.E  Course  steered '.  S.  b.  E. 

Lunch  at  2h.  a.m.    Started  at  2h.  30m.  a.m.     1  he  breeze  ireshenmg  Estim.  dist.     -  7  miles, 
with  a  little  drift,  misty  weather.  £3-^°?'''* 
Encamped  at  6h.  30m.  a.m.  at  about  half  a  mile  from  the  Cart  cairn.       Maiching-     -  9  h. 

■t  Wmd       -       -  S.S.E.  1  to  4. 

Forty-third  Journey. 

Started  at  8h.  45m.  p.m.  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  S.E.    Finding  the       May  isth,  Sunday, 
ground  very  bad  on  our  old  track,  the  snow  having  completely  disappeared, 
I  led  the  sledge  through  a  suite  of  small  ravines  situated  eastward  of 
our  road. 

Lunch  at  Ih.  45m.  a.m.  in  sight  of  a  cairn  with  a  broken  pike,  erected  by       May  leth,  Monday. 
Commander  M'Clintock  in  the  autumn  of  '52.  Course  steered  -  sse 

Started  at  2h.  15m.  a.m.  in  a  ravine  leading  to  Separation  ravine,  where  Enc^pfo^rrest '  u^^if  'm 
I  pitched  the  tent  on  our  old  encampment  at  6h.  45m.  a.m.    The  aspect  of  Lunch    -     -  30  ni. 
the  land  entirely  altered  by  the  thaw  of  the  snow.  "  Marching      -  9h.  som. 

Wmd      -       -  S.E.  4— calm. 

Saw  several  snow  bunting  and  tracks  of  deer  and  musk  oxen. 

Forty-fourth  Journey. 

Started  at  8h.  45m.  p.m.   Weather  overcast,  light  breeze  from  the  south,  jviay  leth,  Monday, 
freshening  towards  the  morning,  in  passing  to  the  west. 

Lunch  at  2h.  a.m.  in  the  middle  of  the  Crooked  ravine.  May  17th,  Tuesday, 

Started  at  2h.  30m.  a.m.     The  drag  very  hard,  the  snow  being  soft  and  course  steered-  s.e.  b.  s. 

very  scarce.  Estim.  dist.       -  7^- miles. 

Encamped  at  6h.  30m.  a.m.  at  about  half  a  mile  from  the  cairn  with  Lundf  som. 

bamboo.  Marching        -  9  h.  15  m 

Saw  two  ptarmigans  and  a  great  number  of  very  fresh  tracks  of  deer  '°  -  -  s.  i— w,  ^ 
and  musk  oxen. 

During  our  rest  the  sun  was  so  warm  that  we  were  obliged  to  sleep  out 
of  our  bags  for  a  great  part  of  the  day. 

Forty-fifth  Journey. 

Started  at  8h.  30m.  p.m.,  proceeding  through  the  ravine  leading  to  the       May  nth,  Tuesday, 
lake,  where  I  arrived  at  Oh.  30m.  a.m.     I  found  there  Mr.  Scott  and 
Mr.  Purchase,  who  were  on  a  shooting  excursion,  and  could  spare  some      May  isth,  Wednesday, 
fresh  meat.    I  then  pitched  the  tent  and  gave  this  meat  to  the  men  for  Course  steered  -  s.e. 
lunch,  allowing  them  to  boil  some  water  to  wash  their  faces  and  hands.        K'r!i'^',.*^ff;vo=f "  1!?^"^*^  ■ 

o  1         J"  I  •  •  T       (f  1  -  ■ .,        i-'iicTnp. lor  rest  —  L'±  ii, 

otarted  at  5n.  a.m.  m  company  with  Mr,  Scott  and  Mr.  Purchase.    The  Lvxnch  and  stop 
snow  having  disappeared  from  the  land,  I  was  obliged  to  lead  through  the  MlrcSng      -  la^ii 
ravine  on  the  east  side  of  the  lake,  where  I  found  the  road  a  little  better,  wind     -     -  s.s.e.  i  to  s. 
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jouvn  ii  of  M.  Do  Bray,  of    Thc  watcr  was  already  on  the  land  l)etween  this  ravine  and  the  floe; 
the  French  Marine.       fortunately  I  found  there  a  cart.    I  put  iny  sledge  on  this  cart  U)  reach 
thc  floe,  leaving-  it  on  the  edge  of  the  floe. 

Tlic  weather,  very  foggy,  prevented  us  to  be  seen  by  the  ships,  where  I 
arrived  at  Ih.  p.m. 

In  conclusion,  allow  me.  Sir,  to  express  my  gratitude  for  the  confidence 
that  you  have  placed  in  me ;  I  foci  proud  to  serve  under  such  officers,  and 
with  such  men.  It  is  also  a  source  of  much  pleasure  to  me  in  being  enabled 
to  mention  the  zeal  and  good  conduct  of  all  the  men  placed  under  my 
command.  Everybody  has  done  liis  duty,  and  if  one  of  them  is  missing, 
I  am  happy  to  say  that  he  died  gloriously. 

I  join  to  my  journal  some  sketches  which  will,  perhaps,  add  a  little 
interest  to  the  conciseness  of  my  narrative ;  and  my  only  regret  is  that  I 
had  not  more  opportunities  of  exercising  my  pencil. 

Having  broken  by  accident  my  thermometer,  I  have  been  able  to  register 
the  temperature  only  for  the  time  that  I  was  in  company  with  Commander 
M'Clintock. 

K.  F.  De  Bray, 

Enseigne  de  Vaisseau. 


Abstract. 

Number  of  Days    ------  J  days        )  ^j, 

( Home    -  16  ) 

Total  hours  travelled  -----  <  t^a^^'a™  1  362  h.  05  m. 

(.Home    -  140Ii.  30  m.  j 

Total  distance  travelled    -    -    -    _  /  g^^g       191^  i^iles       ,381^  miles. 

Total  hours  encamped  and  luncheon    |  ^ome      223  h  15  m      '^'^^  ^'  ^'^  ™' 
Detained  by  bad  weather   -    --    --      -    --    --    -    -  i  7o]i. 

Mean  rate  of  travelling  per  day  -      |  Home      12^m^  7       j"  ^  ^• 

Remarks  on  Provisions. 

The  allowance  of  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  bread  not  quite  sufficient ; 
one  pound  would  be  ample. 

The  pemmican  is  undoubtedly  the  best  meat  for  travelling ;  is  substantial, 
and  has  the  advantage  to  cook  very  quick.  Three  quarters  of  a  pound 
instead  of  one  pound,  with  one  ounce  of  bread  dust,  would  be  sufficient. 

Half  a  pound  of  pork  would  be  ample. 

The  fuel  quite  sufficient. 

Tea  before  rest  in  cold  weather  should  be  very  good. 

Remarks  on  Bedding  and  Clothing. 

I  should  prefer,  instead  of  the  buffalo  robe  and  the  Macintosh  coverlet, 
a  felt  robe  and  a  felt  coverlet.  The  buffalo  robe  became  stiff  and  very 
heavy,  and  sometimes  the  Macintosh  coverlet  lined  with  blanket  is  so  hard 
that  it  is  impossible  to  spread  it. 

Mocassins  are  far  better  than  any  boots  for  travelling  in  cold  weather, 
and  when  there  is  no  water  on  the  floe.  I  found  sealskin  mocassins  with 
the  hairs  outside  and  a  walrus  sole  answered  admirably. 

Duck  jumper  and  trowsers  ought  to  be  soaked  in  water  and  well  washed 
before  leaving  the  ship  ;  it  will  prevent  the  ice  collecting  inside. 

Daily  Allowance. 

One  pound  of  pemmican  and  a  quarter  of  a  pound  of  bacon,  or  three  quar- 
ters of  a  pound  of  preserved  meat  and  three  quarters  of  a  pound  of  bacon. 

'i'hree  quarters  of  a  pound  of  bread. 

One  ounce  of  bread  dust,  or  two  ounces  of  potjitoc. 

Quarter  of  an  ounce  of  tea  and  half  an  ounce  of  sugar,  or  one  ounce 
and  a  quarter  of  Moore's  chocolate  and  a  quarter  of  an  ounce  of  sugar. 

One  gill  of  rum. 

Three  ounces  of  tol)ac(;o  weekly. 

One  pound  stearine  and  one  ])int  alcoliol.  Dcflcicncy  of  fuel  to  be 
made  up  by  fat  of  bacon,  preserved  meat,  and  tallow  out  of  preserved 
bacon  tins. 
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Abstract  of  Weights. 

Standing  weights   -    598  pounds. 

Thirty-four  days  provisions,  including  packages  -  -  911 

Nine  days'  depot,    -       -     ditto    -    ditto        -  -  262 

Six  days'  depot,      -       -     ditto    -    ditto        -  -  185 

Total  -  1,956  pounds. 
For  each  man  245  pounds  leaving  Point  Nias. 

E.  F.  De  Bray, 

Enseigne  de  Vaisseau. 


No.  3. 

Journal  of  the   Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's   Sledge  "Discovery,"  joumaiof 
detached  from  H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  between  21st  Sept.  and  14th  Oct.       Lieutenant  Mecham. 
1852,  under  the  Command  of  G.  F.  Mecham,  Lieutenant. 

Orders  to  Lieutenant  G.  F.  Mecham,  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esquire,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.S.  "Resolute." 

Having  chosen  you  for  the  command  of  the  searching  party  along  the 
southern  coast  of  Melville  Island  westerly,  and  in  order  to  make  that 
search  as  extended  as  possible  next  spring,  it  is  necessary  that  your  depot 
now  at  the  east  point  of  Fife  Harbour  should  be  advanced  as  far  as 
practicable  this  autumn. 

I  have  placed  under  your  orders  the  sledge  "  Discovery,"  manned  with 
10  men  and  provisioned  for  25  days ;  also  an  auxiliary  sledge,  manned 
with  six  men  and  provisioned  for  25  days,  under  the  command  of  Mr.  G.  S. 
Nares,  mate,  who  has  directions  to  follow  your  orders. 

The  equipments  of  the  sledges  have  been  under  your  directions,  which  I 
feel  Avill  be  complete  from  your  former  experience  in  Arctic  travelhng. 

As  soon,  therefore,  as  you  are  in  all  respects  ready  (weather  permitting), 
you  will  proceed  to  Winter  Harbour,  pick  up  your  depot  and  cross  the  land 
to  Liddon  Gulf;  deposit  it  there  or  as  much  further  in  advance  as  the  season 
will  admit,  being  most  careful  that  your  depot  is  well  secured. 

You  will  bear  in  mind  that  the  winter  is  fast  approaching,  and  that  any 
casualty  from  extreme  exposure  now  would  cripple  our  exertions  next 
spring.  To  your  former  experience  and  prudence  I  leave,  therefore,  the 
time  for  your  return,  being  assured  that  I  shall  be  satisfied  j^our  zeal  will 
have  taken  you  as  far  as  prudence  will  admit. 

You  will  deposit  at  your  most  advanced  position  one  of  the  printed 
papers  with  which  you  are  supplied,  as  well  as  at  any  prominent  point  of 
your  journey.  You  will  also  place  on  the  record  stone  at  Winter  Harbour 
a  cylinder  containing  a  record  of  the  movements  of  the  Arctic  expedition. 
You  will  examine  all  cairns  you  may  see  during  your  journey,  and  endorse 
with  your  signature  any  documents  found  therein,  noting  the  date,  &c. 
at  the  same  time. 

You  will  keep  a  journal  of  your  proceedings,  to  be  forwarded  to  me  on 
your  return. 

Lieutenants  Pim  and  Hamilton,  with  their  auxiliary,  Mr.  De  Bray,  Avill 
leave  at  the  same  time  with  you,  and  you  will  keep  company  with  them  so 
far  as  Winter  Harbour  for  mutual  support,  unless  indeed  you  find,  from 
your  greater  strength,  you  can  outstrip  them  and  keeping  company  would 
impede  your  progress. 

You  will  on  your  return  report  on  the  efficiency  of  your  equipment ; 
whether  anything  can  be  added  to  it  next  spring,  as  well  as  whether  the 
ten  men  sledge  is  an  improvement  on  the  sledges  of  last  expedition,  whether 
their  strength  is  equal  to  the  increased  weight  they  have  to  carry,  and 
whether  the  few  days  more  provisions  they  carry  guarantees  the  increased 
number  of  men. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  commend  you  and  those  under  your 
command  to  the  Providence  of  God  for  your  health  and  success. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  Winter  Quarters, 
Dealy  Island,  the  20th  September  1852. 

(Signed)        H.  Kellett,  Captain. 
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Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Meeham. 


Liciitcnani,  Mkciiaat  to  (Juptair)  KvAAAyvr,  (J.J3. 


Sir, 


ir.M.Ship  "RcHoluf/;,"  Winter  Quartern, 

291J1  0';(oli(.-j-  18-02. 


M'Clure's  records  found. 


I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  journal  of  iny  proceedings  and  track 
chart  of  my  route  while  in  command  of  the  Melville  branch  of  sledgCH. 

I  proceeded  on  the  22d  Septeml)cr  with  the  sledges  *'  J)iscovcry"  and 
"Fearless,"  the  latter  under  Mr.  G.  S.  Nares  (matej,  provisioned  and 
equipped  for  25  days,  and  carrying  a  depot  of  20  days'  provisions  for  spring 
operations  ;  also  a  chart  for  land  travcllmg. 

After  rounding  Cape  Bounty  on  the  23d  ult.  in  company  with  three 
sledges  of  the  Banks  Land  Division,  found  the  water  ran  in  towards  the 
beach,  which  obliged  us  to  land  to  the  eastward  of  Cape  TTalse  and  proceed 
along  it  to  Avithin  a  short  distance  of  Point  Wakeharn.  Being  unable  to 
drag  the  sledges  over  the  beach,  the  cart  was  loaded  with  the  heavy 
baggage  and  manned  by  half  the  crews,  while  the  sledges  proceeded  with 
the  rest  along  the  beach  and  grounded  hummocks.  On  the  24th  we 
experienced  a  heavy  gale  from  the  north  with  a  blinding  snow-drift^  which, 
together  with  the  difficulty  of  keeping  the  cart  and  sledges  in  company 
(the  former  having  been  considerably  damaged  by  being  upset),  obliged  us 
to  encamp  and  remain  so  until  noon  of  the  25th,  and  on  the  afternoon  of 
that  day  we  arrived  at  an  old  floe,  over  which  Ave  travelled  and  arrived  at 
the  depot  on  the  morning  of  the  26th.  After  taking  it  up  parted  company 
with  the  Banks  Land  parties  and  proceeded  to  the  ttead  of  Winter  Harbour, 
at  which  point  I  deposited  the  cart  and  I60  lbs.  of  pemmican.  Our  journey 
across  Melville  Island  to  Liddon's  Gulf  occupied  until  October  4th.  On  both 
the  28th  and  29th  we  lost  half  a  day's  journey,  the  former  date  from  bad 
weather,  the  latter  in  search  of  a  man  who  was  for  seven  hours  lost  in  a 
snow  drift  while  searching  for  a  rifle  missed  from  the  sledge  the  night  before. 
The  sledges  not  being  adapted  for  land  travelling,  and  the  snow  being  too 
deep  for  the  cart,  we  were  obliged  to  contrive  various  means  for  getting 
our  heavy  loads  along.  Making  portages,  double  manning,  together 
with  many  hours  of  standing  pulls,  were  daily  resorted  to. 

Within  five  miles  of  the  sea  on.  e  ach  side  the  land  was  more  bare  of  snow 
and  very  stony.  In  the  centre  the  snow  was  generally  about  a  foot  deep,  but 
so  loose  and  soft  that  the  sledges  cut  through  it  to  the  ground.  We  found 
the  country  level,  but  intersected  by  several  ravines,  which  could  never  be 
seen  until  within  a  few  yards  of  them.  Crossing  the  smallest  of  these 
was  always  a  heavy  job.  I  have  named  two  curious  cuts  in  the  land  Stony 
and  Icicle  Pass,  in  passing  through  which  we  had  very  great  trouble.  'l 
am,  however,  in  hopes  that  in  the  spring  we  shall  find  more  frozen  snow 
upon  the  ground,  which  will  of  course  decrease  the  labour  materially. 

We  struck  off  the  land  into  Liddon's  Gulf  between  the  Esquimaux 
remains  and  the  Lagoons  mentioned  by  Sir  Edward  Parry.  The  very 
hummocky  ice  and  a  w^esterly  gale  frustrated  my  plan  of  proceeding  direct 
to  the  westward  by  Cape  Beechey.  I  therefore  made  along  the  southern 
shore  and  deposited  the  depot  at  Cape  Hoppner,  from  which  I  shall  be 
able  next  spring  to  make  a  westerly  course  towards  the  land  about  Cape 
Hoare. 

Being  uncertain  of  what  trouble  we  should  experience  in  recrossing  the 
land,  w^e  commenced  our  return  on  the  17th  day,  and  on  the  same  morning 
in  a  ravine,  8i  W,  of  Hooper's  Island,  collected  about  one  hundred- weight 
of  coal,  which  lasted  until  our  return. 

fn  recrossing  more  to  the  westward  we  escaped  several  ravines,  and  hit 
upon  an  encampment  of  Captain  M'Clintock's  in  1851.  His  track  across 
is  decidedly  the  best  to  follow. 

(For  particular's  of  encampment,  vide  Journal  of  October  10th.) 

On  the  12th  instant,  while  examining-  the  sandstone  boulder  off  Winter 
Harboui-,  I  formd  upon  the  top  of  it  a  document  from  Commander 
M'Clurc,  containing  an  account  of  his  proceedings  since  leaving  the 
"  Herald  "  in  Ik'hrings;  Straits  ;  also  a  chart  which  to  the  astonishment  of 
us  all  un (bided  the  mystery  of  the  North-west  I^issage,  and  solved  all  the 
problems  with  regard  to  Banks  and  Wollaston  Lands. 

With  this  intelligence-,  I  proceeded  directly  for  the  ship,  where  I  arrived 
on  the  Hth  instant  all  well,  (except  James  Tullett,  shghtly  frost-bitten  in 
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the  foot,)  leaving  Mr.  Nares  the  document  supplied  me  with  direc-  .  .Toumaiof 
tions  to  execute  the  remainder  of  my  orders,  and  return  to  the  ship  with  all  leutenant  Meci 
despatch. 

The  amount  of  animals  seen  during  this  journey  surpassed  all  expecta- 
tions. Between  Cape  Bounty  and  Winter  Harbour,  32  musk  oxen 
and  nine  reindeer  were  seen.  From  the  time  of  leaving  Winter  Harbour 
to  our  return,  reindeer  were  always  in  sight  in  herds  from  10  to  60  in 
number.  In  crossing  the  same  land  probably  animals  were  counted  twice 
over,  but  certainly  300  were  seen  altogether.  From  their  being  in  such 
numbers  induces  me  to  beheve  that  they  were  assembling  to  migrate, 
although  their  movements  at  the  time  did  not  indicate  a  departure.  With 
rifles  many  might  have  been  shot,  as  they  invariably  ran  up  and  followed 
us,  but  as  we  could  only  carry  what  we  required  for  consumption,  we  con- 
tented ourselves  with  three,  Avhich  we  found  a  most  valuable  addition  to 
our  preserved  meat.  Sixteen  wolves  were  seen,  also  five  ptarmigan  and 
one  lemming,  which  were  shot. 

The  double-barrel  two-grooved  rifle  lost  from  the  sledge  while  making 
a  portage  during  a  heavy  suoAvdrift  was  my  own  property,  and  supplied 
by  me  as  part  of  the  sledge  equipment. 

T  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  journal  for  remarks  on  the  sledges  and  equip- 
ments ;  but  would  wish  particularly  to  bring  before  your  notice  the  bad 
construction  of  two  principal  articles  of  our  outfit.  The  spirit  lamps 
and  compasses  were  completely  useless  throughout  the  journey  {vide 
journal). 

It  is  now  my  pleasing  duty  to  report  to  you  the  excellent  conduct  of 
the  men,  who  always  performed  then'  laborious  work  with  cheerfulness  and 
goodwill. 

The  reduction  of  one  man  from  the  crew  of  the  "  Fearless  "  was  amplj^ 
made  up  by  Mr.  Nares,  who  never  left  the  drag  ropes  while  the  sledges 
were  loaded. 

I  have,  &c. 

G.  F.  Mecham,  Lieutenant. 


Proceedings  of  the  Sledge  "  Discovery  "  between  the  22d  September  and 
the  14th  October  1852,  under  the  Command  of  G.  F.  Mecham, 
Lieutenant,  H.M.S.  "Resolute." 

First  Journey. 

Wednesday,  '2'^d  September  1852.  a.m.  Our  preparations  for  starting 
being  complete,  the  sledge's  crews  assembled  on  the  ice,  and  were  addressed 
by  Captain  Kellett.  At  7  we  started.  The  Melville  party  under  my  orders 
consisted  of  two  sledges,  viz.  one  ten  men  party,  Avith  sledge  and  travelhng  Caim,  o.b.c. 
cart;  one  six  men  with  sledge,  commanded  by  Mr.  G.  S.  Nares,  (mate,) 
each  provisioned  for  25  days,  and  carrying  30  days'  depot  for  spring  ope- 
rations. We  were  also  accompanied  by  three  sledges,  under  Lieutenants 
Pirn,  Hamilton,  and  Monsieur  De  Bray,  destined  for  Capes  Hay  and 
Providence.  Our  route  at  starting  lay  across  the  northern  part  of  Brid- 
port  Inlet,  having  to  skirt  round  the  bay  ice.  This  took  us  very  much 
out  of  our  way  ;  we  nevertheless  progressed  rapidly,  and  reached  the  west 
side  of  the  inlet  before  noon. 

P.M.  12.30. — Halted  for  luncheon.    Went  to  the  top  of  the  high  land 
to  examine  the  state  of  the  ice.  1.  Proceeded,  steering  for  two  small  islands  Travelling  gj- hours, 
off  Cape  Bounty.    The  travelling  during  the  afternoon  ran  close  along  Distance,  u  miles;  9  i 
the  water's  edge.    Found  the  cart  carried  better  upon  the  top  of  the 
sledge.     4.30.   Pushed  in  and  encamped  upon  the  beach,  finding  the  s.e.  i  cm. 
snow  salt  upon  the  floe.    The  spouts  of  three  of  our  spirit  lamps  came  Explored  main  land  East. 
unsoldered,  rendering  half  our  cooking  apparatus  useless,  which  was  a  serious  i^'^^'^- 
accident  at  the  commencement  of  our  journey  and  exceedingly  annoying, 
as  bad  workmanship  was  the  cause  of  it.    They  are  manufactured  by 
R.  Dale,  coppersmith,  195,  Upper  Thames-street,  London.    At  8  fired 
a  rocket  as  signal  to  the  ship. 

3  Q  4 
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Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Mecham. 


East  1  c. 
Ther.  +  24°. ; 


3  cm. 


Travelling  10  hours, 
9  miles. 

East  4  cm. 


C.  Halse,  i  mile  distant. 


N.W.  8  c.q. 
Ther.  +8. 


North  q.cq. 
Travelled  8^  hours. 
3  miles  West. 


North  q.cq. 


North,  cm. 

I'ravellod,  7  hours. 
8  miles. 
Ther.  +  10. 
East  2  cm. 


SkCONI)  JoL'KNKY. 

2'M  Snpfi'rrdxil-  1852.—  a.m.  7.  Started,  stccrinj^  flircctly  for  ihc  8mall 
islands  ofi'  (Jape  Bounty.  Kept  the  sledges  in  open  order  over  the  thin 
ice.  Messrs.  Hamilton  and  Pini  went  ahead  to  examine  the  passage  between 
the  islands  and  the  main,  as  the  low  point  overlapped  and  shut  out  the 
channel.  10.  Passed  through  upon  an  old  floe  and  proceeded  along  the 
main  land  towards  Cape  Bounty. 

P.M.  12. .30.  Halted  for  lunch  under  an  immense  range  of  hummocks, 
which  formed  a  complete  barrier  round  the  cape.  1.  Started  under  sail 
towards  Cape  Halse,  making  rapid  progress.  2.  I  was  suddenly  startled 
by  feeling  the  ice  tremble  under  the  sledge.  J  had  not  time  to  warn  the 
leading  sledge,  before  I  observed  Monsieur  De  Jiray  fall  through ; 
fortunately  Lieutenant  Hamilton  was  at  hand  and  drew  him  out  with  a 
tent  pole. 

Ran  the  sledges  upon  the  grounded  hummocks,  and  with  difficulty 
proceeded.  Upset  the  sledge  and  carried  away  the  yard  of  sail.  4.  We 
came  to  a  decided  stoppage  on  finding  the  water  washing  against  the 
beach.  Our  prospects  were  now  most  unpromising.  We  could  see  no 
ice  to  the  westward,  which  of  course  left  us  no  choice  but  to  proceed  along 
the  land  with  our  sledges.  Unloaded  and  started  with  them  lightened. 
4.  Pitched  the  tents,  and  sent  the  men  back  with  the]  cart  to  bring  up 
the  heavy  baggage.  Walked  with  Mr.  Hamilton  to  the  westward  to 
examine  the  prospects  before  us.  5.30.  Retired  to  encampment,  having 
found  that  we  could  only  trust  ourselves  on  the  ice  with  sledges  well 
lightened. 

Third  Journey, 

Friday,  24th  September  1852.  —  a.m.  7-30.  Loaded  the  cart  with 
the  heavy  traps  from  all  the  sledges.  Divided  the  crews  and  proceeded 
along  a  few  ponds  inside  the  beach.  During  the  forenoon  the  gale  increased, 
accompanied  by  a  heavy  snow-drift.  We  continued  making  the  best  of 
our  way  along  the  land,  at  times  obliged  to  concentrate  our  whole  force  on 
either  the  cart  or  sledge.    Noon,  halted  for  luncheon. 

12.30.  Proceeded  as  in  the  forenoon,  the  sledges  getting  on  with 
less  difficulty.  3.  The  snow-drift  became  so  heavy  that  I  considered 
it  unsafe  to  proceed  in  a  divided  party.  Halted  and  walked  up  the 
land  to  intercept  Lieutenant  Hamilton  with  the  cart.  Found  he  had 
experienced  great  difficulty,  having  been  upset  with  considerable  damage 
to  it. 

Ordered  the  sledges  on  the  land  and  encamped.  Mr.  Pim's  sledge 
having  parted  company,  leaving  two  men  with  us,  I  pushed  on,  accom- 
panied by  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  to  see  them  safe  to  their  tent.  4.80. 
Returned  after  a  severe  walk  back  against  the  wind.  Several  frost-bites 
occurred  during  the  day,  but  none  of  any  consequ&ce.  James  Hallorau 
fell  into  the  water,  but  was  soon  again  rigged  in  dry  clothes,  and 
experienced  no  ill  effects  from  his  cold  bath. 

Fourth  Journey. 

Saturdm/,  25fh  September  1852. — Spent  a  most  unpleasant  night.  Con- 
fined to  the  tent  until  noon,  when  the  gale  abated,  but  to  our  dismaj^  we 
ibund  it  had  blown  the  small  margin  of  ice  entirely  from  the  beach,  so  that 
we  were  obliged,  after  digging  our  sledges  out  of  the  drift,  to  proceed  with 
the  cart  as  before. 

I'.ivi.  2.  Arrived  at  a  sound  old  floe.  Loaded  sledges  and  started  to 
the  westward.  Observed  22  musk  oxen.  Mr.  Hamilton  and  two  men 
went  in  chiise.  Observed  the  Table  Hills  of  Parry  above  Winter  Harbour. 
7.15.  Encamped  on  tlie  floe  1  J,  miles  from  Fife  Harbour.  Fired  a  rocket 
as  a  signal  to  sportsmen,  wlio  returned  unsuccessful  at  9  o'clock. 


Fifth  Jouhney. 


Sunday,  2QtJi  Septem.ber  1852.— a.m.  8.  Started  for  the  depot  at  Fife 
Harbour.  10.  Coininciiced  packing  and  sorting  it.  Messrs.  Pim  and 
De  Jjray  pai'tcd  com})any  for  the  westward.    Fouiitl  the  depot  bread  would 
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not  run  out.    Went  22  lbs.  short  between  our  parties.    Deposited  24  lbs. 
meat  for  return  tiip  to  the  ship  this  autumn.    Noon,  lunched,    (p.m.)  n.w.  2  c.m.s, 
12.30.  Cheered  and  parted  company  with  Lieutenant  Hamilton's  party.  + 
Proceeded  direct  for  Winter  Harbour.    Went  on  in  advance  towards  the 
Sandstone  Boulder,  to  examine  the  state  of  the  snow  on  the  land,  and 
select  a  good  place  for  landing  the  sledges,     3.  Lost  sight  of  them  ; 
followed  the  beach  round  to  the  head  of  the  harbour.    Determined  to 
commence  our  land  journey  from  that  position  to-night,  and  deposit  the 
record  on  our  return  trip.    Landed  the  cart  with  four  cases  of  pemmican  on  ^-W.  5  c.q.  ^ 
the  beach,  and  started  on  the  land  to  the  northward  Avith  the  sledges.  Then'+'i5°*' 
Foiuid  several  relics  of  Sh'  Edward  Parry's  expedition,  also  a  grave  bearing 
the  following  inscription,  neatly  cut  upon  a  slab  of  sandstone  : 

1  o 

The  Memory  of 
Wm.  Scott,  Seaman, 
H.B.M.  Ship 
Hecla. 
O*  June  30th,  1820, 
JE.  30  Years. 

Found  it  necessary  to  double  man  the  sledges,  and  then  made  but  slow 
progress.    5.  Encamped  half  a  mile  north  Winter  Harbour.    Went  on  to 
examine  the  travelling  beyond.    Found  the  drift  too  heavy  to  gain  a  satis-  i^^"'*  6  c.q. 
factory  view. 

Sixth  Journey. 

Monday,  '^"/th  September  1852. — a.m.  8.  Started,  steering  N.W.,  both 
crews  manning  one  sledge.  Our  progress  in  this  manner  was  very  slow, 
having  to  resort  entirely  to  standing  pulls  ;  this,  against  a  blinding  snow-  n.n.w.  6  c.q 
drift,  was  most  disheartening.  11.  Halted;  sent  men  back  for  second + 
sledge.  While  dragging  it  up,  it  was  with  the  greatest  difficulty  w^e  could 
follow  our  old  sledge  tracks,  although  not  two  hours  old,  and  the  ground 
well  torn  up  by  their  cutting  the  snow  on  to  the  ground.  '  Noon,  lunched. 

P.M.  1.  Proceeded.    2.  Gale  increased  so  that  y<e  could  hardly  face  North  s  c.q.s. 
the  drift.    It  had  also  the  effect  of  making  every  stone  or  slight  elevation  pigt^nce  "i' 
appear  double  its  size.    3.  Fearing  that  this  work  w^ould  knock  up  some  i- miles  made  good, 
of  the  crew,  I  determined  to  deposit  half  the  depot,  and  attempt  to  cross 
with  the  remainder  to  Liddon's  Gulf,  or  to  where  the  ground  improved  for 
sledge  travelling.    Encamped,  securing  both  tents  together.  Deposited 
half  the  depot. 

Seventh  Journey. 

Tuesday,  I'dtJi  September  1852. — ^a.m.  Confined  to  the  tent  until  noon,  ^^^^  ^  ^  ^ 
on  account  of  the  heavy  gale  and  snow-drift.    Noon,  lunched.  Tiiei-.  +  i.-i".*^ 

P.M.  Wind  abated.    Found  that  this  style  of  pitching  tents  was  most 
disagreeable  to  the  leewardmost  party,  as  the  eddy  wind  from  the  weather  one  n.n.w.  4  c.q. 
completely  buried  the  second  sledge.    1 .  Started  to  the  N. W.  over  very 
bad  travelling  ground,  w^iich  obliged  us  double  man  and  proceed  with  one 
sledge  at  a  time,  although  it  carried  only  half  the  load.    4.30.  Came  to  a  Travelled  5  hours, 
steep  ravine  running  east  and  west.    Pitched  tents.    Sent  crews  back  for  s.e.  2  cm. 
second  sledge.    Went  back  with  Mr.  Nares  and  four  men  to  drao-  up  the  P'.s'a"ce,  5  miies. 

,     &  .  .  r>     T,  1  ^  -i   l^istance  made  good,  1  mile. 

hall  depot  deposited  yesterday,     o.  Keturned  to  encampment.    .1  ound  n.av.  o.  Bounty,  n.w.  ; 
missing  from  our  equipment  one  pair  of  rifle  barrels.  ^^'^^ 

Eighth  Journey. 

Wednesday,  2Qth  September  1852. — Sent  Charles  Nisbet  back  to  yester- 
day's encampment  to  search  for  the  lost  rifle.  At  8  I  became  alarmed  for  his  s.e.  4.  c. 
safety,  as  the  wind  had  shifted  with  a  heavy  snow  drift.  Started  in  search  of 
him.   10.  Weather  cleared.   Returned  to  sledges.  Sent  out  men  in  all  direc-  'j^er. +'i5°. 
tions  to  search  and  erect  conspicuous  marks.  Noon.  Parties  returned,  having 
found  him,  much  fatigued,  and  entirely  ignorant  of  his  whereabouts.  Calm,  o.h.c. 

P.M.  1.  Proceeded  under  sail  with  half  our  loads,  steering  N.W.  by  W.  ^ 
(true).  5.  Pitched  tents.  Sent  empty  sledges  back  for  remainder  of  baggage.  Distance,  4V ;  made  good,  h'. 
Observed  twenty  reindeer.     Went  in  chase.    Shot  one  very  fine  doe. 
The  whole  herd  remained  for  some  minutes  within  easy  rifle  shot.  7-30 
HI  .  3  R 


(  m  ) 


.louriiiil  ol' 
Lieutenant  Mcclmni. 


S.E.  4  c. 


Travelling  9^  hours ;  distance, 
3,)-  miles. 


Calm,  o.b.f. 
Ther.  zero. 


S.E.  3  c.  m. 
Ther.  +  1.5°. 

Travelled  9^-  hoars;  4  miles. 


S.E.  2  cm. 


N.W  2  b.c. 
Ther.— 2. 

West,  3  b.c. 

Travelling  9  hours;  3i  mile? 


West,  .0  c.q. 
Ther.  zero. 


W.S.W.  4  c.q. 

94  hours;  2',  made  good. 


slcdj^cs  carnc  ;  iJic  iravc  lliii^'  gradually  improving.  'I'lic,  men  were 
greatly  (agged  ;  I  think'  caused  principally  IVoin  their  tramp  hack  with  the 
empty  fsledges. 

Ninth  Jouknky. 

Tliursddij,  'M)lli,  Hc.pA'mhp/r  1852. — a,  m.  8.  J^oaded  sledges  with  every- 
thing, and  proceeded  under  sail.  Sent  for  the  deer  killed  last  night;  they 
soon  again  returned  with  one  liaunch,  the  wolves  having  eaten  all  the  rest. 
Noon  ;  halted  for  luncheon.  A  great  number  of  reindeer  in  sight.  (Jhserverl 
the  blue  hills  to  the  N.W. -ward. 

P.M.  Shot  two  reindeer,  botli  in  very  good  condition.  (Jame  to  a  broad 
ravine.  Encamped  at  the  bottom  of  it.  Found  tlie  venison  a  wonderful 

improvement  to  preserved  meat ;  the  latter  alone  is  certainly  a  very  un- 
satisfactory meal  after  a  liard  day's  work.  Triced  our  meat  uj)  to  the  shears 
out  of  reacli  of  the  wolves.  Bound  up  James  Tullett's  hand,  which  was 
severely  cut  while  skinning  the  deer. 

Tenth  Joukney. 

Friday,  \st  Octoher  1852. — 8.  Started  under  sail  to  the  N.W.  Observed 
a  great  many  deer,  all  of  which  were  scampering  about  in  every  direction. 
Found  that  the  object  of  their  dread  was  a  pack  of  nine  wolves.  They  ran 
up  within  rifle  shot  of  the  sledge,  but  it  was  evident  they  were  after  the 
deer.  During  the  afternoon  we  crossed  two  ravines ;  steered  for  a  dark 
headland  opposite  Liddon's  Gulf  My  compass  to-day  has  been  almost 
useless.  I  intend  steering  for  the  bluff  as  long  as  possible,  as  the  compass 
has  already  been  leading  us  too  far  to  the  westward.  5. .30.  Encamped.  A 
great  many  deer  in  sight.  Counted  60  in  one  herd.  Found  no  difficulty 
in  getting  within  rifle  shot,  but  having  as  much  as  we  can  caiTy,  it  would 
be  a  pity  to  fire  among  them.  The  travelling  to-day  has  been  less  fatiguing, 
having  been  favoured  Avith  a  moderate  wind  from  S.E.-Avard. 

Eleventh  Journey. 

Saturday,  2d'  October  1852. — 8.30.  Started.  Deer  still  numerous. 
Observed  a  fox,  also  two  wolves,  howling  most  dismally.  Crossed  two 
steep  ravines  and  halted  iu  a  small  lake  for  luncheon,  after  passing  over  a 
large  plain.  Went  on  iu  advance  and  mounted  a  range  of  hills,  from  which 
I  observed  we  Avere  about  three  and  a  half  miles  from  the  floe  in  Liddon's 
Gulf.  Erected  a  cairn  as  a  guide  for  our  route  with  the  sledges.  We  were 
now  most  unpleasantly  situated.  My  own  compass  has  become  perfectly 
useless  ;  that  supplied  to  Mr.  Nares  is  ill  adapted  for  Arctic  travelling,  and 
so  badly  fitted,  that  the  glass  either  fell  upon  the  card  or  allowed  the  wind 
to  enter  and  blow  it  round.  While  attempting  to  remedy  the  evil,  the 
glass  broke  and  rendered  the  v>diole  thing  useless. 

Twelfth  Journey. 

Sunday,  3d  October  1852. —  a.m.  8.30.  Started,  following  the  bed  of  a 
ravine  to  the  northward.  Our  route  to-day  lay  between  two  curious  passes 
through  which  the  travelling  was  level  but  very  stony.  The  first  of  these 
I  named  Stony  and  the  second  Icicle  Pass,  from  its  banks  being  vei'y 
curiously  fringed  with  immense  icicles.  Between  these  passes  the  land  is 
rich  in  moss,  about  which  several  reindeer  were  grazing.  This  river  empties 
itself  into  the  lagoon  mentioned  by  Sir  Edward  Parry,  and  I  think  the  two 
passes  are  the  same  as  Captain  M'Chntock  passed  through  in  1851.  W^e 
were  unable  to  get  on  with  the  whole  of  our  baggage;  we  therefore  dropped 
the  depot  and  pushed  on  towards  the  beach,  encamping  at  six  within  li 
mil(!S  of  it,  I  walked  on  and  examined  the  Escjuimaux  remains  described  by 
Sir  ]*'(hvard  Parry,  and  on  my  retiu-n  picked  up  some  pieces  of  coal  Avhich 
burnt  well. 

'I'lHllTHENTH  .loUliNHY. 

Monday,  4/h  October  1H52. — Heavy  snow  drift.  7-15.  Started  with 
empty  sledges  to  bring  up  the  depots  from  Stony  Pass.    Noon  lunched. 

I'.ivi.  1.  Started  with  small  sledge  packed  with  bedding,  ivuU,  and  cooking 
g(!ar.  -1.30.  Pitched;  left  a  sick  man  to  cook,  and  sent  the  rest  back  for  the 
second  sledge.     Diu'ing  their  absence  I  walked  across  the  lagoon  and 
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Travelled,  9  hours. 

5  miles. 

3^  made  good. 


ascended  the  hills  to  the  northward  to  examine  some  large  stones  which  Travelled ih  hours;  7  miles. 

appeared  at  first  like  Esquimaux  remains.    Found  the  channel  between  ^^^^^S"""^- 

the  lagoons  and  the  sea  free  of  ice,  with  a  perfect  whirlpool  rushing 

through  from  seaward.  6.30.  Encamped  close  to  the  beach  with  our  whole 

depot  complete.    We  were  all  in  high  spirits  at  having  overcome  the  most 

difficult  stage  of  our  journey.  I  now  hoped  to  be  released  from  the  constant 

one,  two,  three,  haul,  with  which  every  inch  had  been   gained  up 

to  this  spot.    The  distance  of  "20  miles  of  level  country  having  taken 

eight  day's  travelling  will  speak  for  itself  with  regard  to  the  severe  work 

the  men  had  gone  through.    The  dragging  weight   of  each  man  after 

leaving  Winter  Harbour  was  225lbs,    We  had  been  exactly  13  days 

out,  and  consequently  had  expended  rather  more  than  half  our  provisions,  but 

depending  upon  a  more  rapid  return,  I  determined  to  push  on  for  four  days 

more.    About  our  encampment  appeared  a  most  excellent  place  for  game 

during  the  summer.    It  is  near  the  place  where  Sir  Edward  Parry  had 

pitched  his  tents  in  1820,  for  the  purpose  of  obtaining  specimens  of  the 

animals  which  frequent  this  island. 

Fourteenth  Journey. 
Tuesday,  ^:)th  October  1852. — 8.30.  Started,  steering  direct  for  Cape 
Edwards.  Moderate  travelhng.  1.  Halted  for  lunch.  1.30.  p.m.  Pro- 
ceeded. The  ice  now  became  very  bad  for  travelling,  the  whole  being  West,  5  c.q 
covered  with  rounded  hillocks  of  blue  ice,  many  5ft.  in  height.  In  a  few 
places  there  was  indication  of  pressure,  but  the  hillocks  have  been  formed 
by  the  run  of  water  from  the  land  and  the  thawing  of  several  summers. 
I  have  no  doubt  that  in  the  spring  the  travelling  here  will  be  better,  but 
at  present  it  is  almost  impassable.  Between  the  hillocks  the  snow  drift 
has  collected  in  long  narrow  ridges,  with  smooth  ice  on  either  side, 
obliging  the  men  to  tackle  on  to  the  runners  of  the  sledge,  and  conse- 
quently made  but  slovs^  progress,  and  then  with  awkward  tumbles  to  many 
of  the  party.  5.20.  Encamped  two  miles  S  l.  \y.  of  Hopper's  Island. 
Walked  on  to  ascertain  if  travelling  improved.  Found  it  got  much  worse, 
and  had  difficulty  in  returning  in  the  dark.  West,  e  c.q. 

Fifteenth  Journey. 

Wednesday,  Qth  October  1852. — Snow  drift  so  heavy  that  the  tents 
could  not  be  seen  from  one  another.     Finding  no  prospect  of  better  West,  8  c.q. 
travelling,  and  taking  into  consideration  yesterday's  slow  progress,  con • 
sidered  it  would  be  better  to  push  along  the  south  shore.    9,    Wind  ""^''•i- 
moderated  a  little  ;  started.    1.30.  Lunched, 

P.M.  5.  Arrived  at  the  beach.    Pitched  tents-    Sent  crew  out  to  assist  J'n'JySladerooi 
the  small  sledge  in.    Went  up  a  hill  to  look  round.    Erected  a  small  cairn. 
Took  from  the  dep6t  the  following  things,  viz., 
12^-  cakes  of  stearine. 

1 0  days'  tea,  sugar,  and  chocolate.  Caim  o.cm. 

Left  with  depot  two  gallons  spirits  of  wine. 

Sixteenth  Journey. 

Thursday,  7th  October  1852. —Loaded  one  sledge  with  the  depot,  and 
proceeded  at  seven  to  the  westward  with  it,  manned  by  both  crews.  Shot 
two  ptarmigan.  Went  in  chase  of  a  herd  of  20  reindeer,  but  failed 
in  getting  a  shot  at  them.  The  does  were  inclined  to  run  up,  but  were 
always  driven  in  by  the  bucks,  who  kept  running  round  making  a  curious 
noise,  which  seemed  to  give  warning  to  the  herd  of  approaching  danger. 

P.M.  2.  Arrived  at  Cape  Hoppner.  Commenced  burying  depot  in  a  most 
suitable  spot,  close  to  the  beach  among  some  pressed- up  soil,  which  woidd 
not  attract  the  notice  of  passins^  animals.    Erected  a  conspicuous  cairn  Travelling  lo^  hours. 

•     •  13  miles 

above  it,  and  placed  in  it  one  of  the  documents  supplied  for  that  purpose. 
5.30.  Returned  to  encampment. 

Seventeenth  Journey. 

Friday,  Sth  October  1852. — 8.  Started  along  the  land  to  the  eastward. 
IL  Discovered  in  a  ravine  (which  may  be  known  by  a  peculiar  pinnacle  on 
its  eastern  bank)  a  large  quantity  of  coal  scattered  about  its  bed.  In  a 
quarter  of  an  hour  collected  about  one  cwt.  am.o.  . 

3  R  2 
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Travelled 
good. 


0  lioiirs  ;  7'  made 


Distance,  3^  miles  made  go 


N.W.  2  b.c. 


W.N.W.  2  cm.s. 
Ther.  +  5°. 


Travelled  9  hours;  7  miles. 


North  1  b.c. 


Calm. 
Ther.  +  3°. 

Travelled   9  hours 
made  good. 


Calm,  o.c. 


5  miles 


M'Cluru's  rccortls  found. 


P.M.  T  (IctxTiiiiiicd  to  try  a  difrcroit  route  acrosH  the  land  In  liopoK  of 
cseaping  Stony  or  Icicle  Pass.  J'^ntered  a  j'avine  and  followed  its  courhc  U> 
the  S,J*i.  upon  good  travclh'ng.  Alter  luncheon  wc  Htruck  out  of  it,  and 
followed  the  hest  route  which  led  to  the  JC.S.iC.  The  travelling  continued 
good,  although  we  could  not  kee|j  oui-  proper  course,  as  the  range  of  hillit 
forming  the  southern  shore  of  Liddon's  (julf  continue  tlicir  course  to  the 
eastwa)-d,  while  the  coast  tni'iis  to  the  N.JC.  towards  the  lagoons.  Ascended 
a  hill  and  took  the  following  bearings  : 

Cape  Edward,  S.W.  ;  Centre  Hooper's  Island,  S.S.W. ;  Hight  JIand 
Blufi;  S.S.W. '  W.;  Centre  Lfigoon,  S.W. 

5.  Encamped.  Two  deer  came  up  to  the  tent,  probahly  attracted  by  the 
blazing  coal  fire. 

Eighteenth  Journey. 
Saturdn;//,  9fh  October  1852.— 8.  Started  to  the  S.E.  10.  Came  suddenly 
to  a  ravine  about  300  feet  deep  and  800  wide.  Descended  by  a 
snowy  gully,  and  commenced  ascending  the  opposite  bank.  Went  on  to 
examine  the  line  of  country,  but  returned  on  finding  that  a  branch  of  the 
ravine  crossed  our  track  again  in  that  direction.  Descended  with  the 
sledges  and  tried  another  pass  to  the  S.  E.-ward.  In  doing  so  the  large  sledge 
fetched  way  stern  foremost,  dragging  with  it  some  of  the  men.  It  was 
a  ridiculous  sight,  although  rather  alarming  at  the  time.  After  luncheon, 
ascended  with  one  sledge  at  a  time,  and  arrived  at  a  perfectly  level  country. 
It  now  became  evident  that  the  route  by  the  Stony  Pass  was  the  best  to 
follow  next  spring.  Steered  one  point  to  the  eastward  of  the  Table  Hills. 
The  deer  were  again  attracted  by  the  tent  fires. 

Nineteenth  Journey. 
Sunday,  \Oth  October  1852, —  a.m.  Our  course  to-day  until  noon  was 
regulated  very  much  by  guess,  as  the  weather  was  very  thick.  Between 
large  stones  and  occasional  herds  of  deer,  we  got  on  moderately  straight. 
10.  P'ound  the  remains  of  a  fireplace,  a  piece  of  iron,  some  rope  yams,  with 
rogue's  mark  of  yellow  worsted,  a  piece  of  a  paper  tea  bag,  also  the  mark 
of  a  square  tent.  This  must  be  the  position  of  one  of  Commander 
M'Clintock's  encampments,  the  iron  being  from  Sir  Edward  Parry's  cart, 
found  by  him  at  Bushmen  Cove.  12.30.  Crossed  a  broad  but  shallow 
ravine.  Went  to  examine  some  large  boulders.  Underneath  one  of  these 
I  heard  the  barking  of  several  foxes,  but  could  only  see  one  in  spite  of 
throwing  stones  down,  and  trying  to  reach  the  bottom  with  my  leg. 
Built  three  small  cairns  and  rejoined  the  sledges.    5,  Encamped. 

Twentieth  Journey. 
Monday,  llfh  October  1852. — a.m.  8.  Started  for  Winter  Harbour.  1. 
Halted  for  lunch.  Travelling  good.  Went  to  the  top  of  a  hill  immediately 
over  the  head  of  Winter  Harbour.  On  the  way  up  I  passed  2  small  cairns, 
both  of  which  I  examined.  They  have  been  no  doubt  marks  for  surveying 
purposes,  I  ascertained  from  this  position  that  abreast  of  the  guave  in 
the  harbour  was  the  best  place  for  commencing  our  land  journey  next 
spring.  I  could  also  see  the  liigh  land  along  the  north  shore  of  Liddon's 
Gulf.  5.  Encamped  at  the  head  of  Winter  Harbour.  Found  the  cart 
required  the  following  repairs,  viz.,  new  shaft,  2  new  uprights,  3  new  spars 
for  uprights.    Took  the  broken  parts  to  be  repaired  on  board. 

Twenty-first  Journey. 
Tuesday,  12 fh  Octoher  1852. — a.m.  8.  Started  for  the  Sandstone  Boulder. 
Went  on  in  advance  intending  to  note  our  visit  by  cutting  1852  upon  it. 
On  examining  the  small  cairn  upon  the  top  built  by  Connnander  M'Clintock 
much  to  my  astonishment  a  co))per  c^ylinder  rolled  from  under  a  spirit  tin. 
On  opening  it  I  drew  out  a  roll  folded  in  a  bladder,  which  being  frozen 
broke  and  crumbled.  I^'roni  its  dilapidated  appearance  thought  at  the 
moment  it  must  be  some  record  of  Sir  Edward  Parry,  aiid  fearing  I  might 
damage  it  laid  it  down  with  the  intention  of  lighting  the  fire  to  thaw  it. 
My  curiosity,  howevei',  overcame  my  ])rudence,  and  on  opening  it  carefully 
with  my  knife  1  came  to  ;i,  roll  of  cartridge  paper  with  the  impression  I'resh 
upon  tlie  seals.    M  y  astonishment  may  be  conceived  on  finding  it  contained 
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an  account  of  the  proceedini^s  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Investigator"  since  parting 
company  with  the  "Herald"  in  August  1850  in  Behrings  Straits.  Also  a  Calm  o.c.in.o. 
chart  which  disclosed  to  view^  not  only  the  long  sought  north-west  passage 
but  the  completion  of  the  survey  of  Banks  and  Wollaston  Lands,  Opened 
and  endorsed  Commander  M'Clintock's  despatch ;  found  it  contained 
the  following  additions  : — 

"  Opened  and  copied  by  his  old  friend  and  messmate  upon  this  date, 

"  April  28,  1852,  Robert  M'Clure. 
"  Party  all  well,  and  return  to  '  Investigator'  to-day." 

Seeing  the  necessity  of  immediately  communicating  this  discovery  to 
Captain  Kellett,  I  determined  to  finish  my  journey  by  forced  marches  to 
the  ship,  leaving  with  Mr.  Nares  the  records  supplied  to  me,  with  direc- 
tions to  deposit  one  with  the  depot  at  Fife  Harbour  and  the  other  in  a 

new  cairn  on  the  top  of  the  Boulder,  together  with  my  travelling  record  Travelled 9,vhours ;  i3 miles- 
noting  the  discovery,  and  my  intention  of  proceeding  with  it  to  the  ship  g^.j^^""''^^  "^^^^  sood  from 
at  Dealy  Island,  Bridport  Inlet.    10.  Parted  company,  steered  direct  for 
Cape  Bounty.  5.30,  Encamped  two  miles  west  of  Point  Wakeham.  Caim,  o.c.m. 

Twenty-second  Journey, 
Wednesday,  I3fh  October  1852. — a.m.  Day-light.  Started  to  the  eastward. 
Rough  travelling  over  young  packed  ice.    Carried  away  sailing  yards  by  North,  2  cm. 
sledge  upsetting.    Passed  occasionally  during  the  day  the  tracks  of  return  ^her.  +8°. 
sledges  of  Banks  Land  division.   A  fox  had  followed  them  all  the  way,  and 

had  occasionally  stopped  and  scraped  at  the  snow  in  places  where  the  Travelled  lo^  hours;  17  miles 

sledges  had  rested.    This  is  a  good  instance  of  their  extraordinary  scent. 

Several  musk  oxen  in  sight,  p.m.  1.  Lunched.  Found  thin  ice  close  against 

the  hummocks  off  Cape  Bounty     Hauled  sledges  inside   of  them  and 

proceeded  direct  for  the  two  islands.   5.  Encamped.    ¥/alked  to  the  top  of  North,  2  cm. 

the  island ;  found  we  should  have  to  pass  inside  of  them,  and  continue  our 

course  to  the  northward  before  making  direct  for  the  ship.    Found  James 

Tullett  slightly  frost-bitten  in  the  foot. 

Twenty-third  Journey. 
Thursday  I4th  October. — a.m    7.  Started.    Observed  nine  reindeer  and 
three  musk  oxen.    8.30.  Observed  the  ship.    Struck  across  Bridport  Inlet  North,  1  cm 
for  her  over  a  rough  young  floe.    Observed  the  colours  hoisted  upon  the 
top  of  Dealy  Island,    p.m.  L  Lunched.    2.30.  A  party  from  the  ship  met  ^'^orth,  i  cm. 
us  and  assisted  us  to  drag  the  sledge  in.  3.  Met  Captain  Kellett;  delivered  Distance,  11  miles, 
despatches,  &c.    4.  Arrived  on  board. 

Remarks  on  Equipment,  &c. 

The  sledges  are  much  better  in  every  respect  than  those  of  the  old  pattern, 
and  are  well  equal  to  the  w^eight  they  have  to  carry,  except  in  the  uprights, 
which  appear  rather  weak.  I  would  recommend  each  party  to  carry 
preventer  uprights  in  case  of  accident,  made  of  iron,  and  to  set  in  the  place 
of  a  broken  one  with  a  screAV. 

I  consider  the  10  men  parties  very  efficient;  but  considerable  incon- 
venience arises  where  parties  of  different  size  are  working  and  provisioning 
together. 

The  after  tent  poles  for  the  large  tents  require  to  be  stouter  and  all 
fitted  with  shorter  points  at  the  lower  ends. 

The  spirit  lamps  and  cooking  utensils  require  considerable  repair. 

_As  the  skin  mocassins  appear  to  have  been  made  for  very  small  feet  they 
will  require  to  be  worn  with  large  heel  straps  or  species  of  gaiter. 

The  provisionings  of  the  spring  parties  require  no  alteration,  except  I 
would  wish  to  take  1  lb.  of  bread  and  |  lb.  of  meat. 

During  my  journey,  having  quantity  of  coal,  I  had  not  the  opportunity 
of  making  any  remarks  upon  the  fuel. 

A  good  compass  is  indispensable  for  travelling  in  bad  weather,  and  fitted 
so  that  it  may  be  placed  on  the  ground. 

Distances  taken  for  those  daily  made  good:— 

Rate  of  travelling  outward        -       -       -       -    4  2  miles 
„  homeward      -       -       -       -9  5? 

,,  throughout  the  journey  -       -    5'7    v  .  " 

G.  F.  Mecham,  Lieutenant. 
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Journii)  of  No.  4. 

  SOUTIIKKN    AND   WKSTKliN    MkLVWA.I)   JSLANl),     J       Jl,(;n!ll)l;   (/.    I'.  MkCMAM, 

between  21st  Septeniber  and  i'ltli  October  1852,  and  4th  April  and 
6tli  July  1853,  with  Auxiliary  uiidei-  Mii.  G.  S.  Narks,  Mate,  between 
21st  September  and  1 6th  Octoljer  IH.02,  and  -itb  April  anfl  14th 
June  1853.   

JouiiNAL  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Dihcovkiiv,  " 
detached  from  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  between  the  4th  April  and 
6th  July  1853,  under  the  Command  of  (t.  F  Mkcham,  Lieutenant. 

Orders  to  Lieutenant  G.  F.  Meciiam,  II. M.  Ship  "  Resolute." 
By  Henry  Kellett,  Esquire,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute." 

1.  The  object  and  direction  of  your  journey  is  the  most  persevering  and 
extended  search  along  the  S.W.  coast  of  Melville  Island  for  our  missing 
countrymen,  or  traces.  For  this  purpose  (being  unable  with  our  resources, 
from  the  number  of  directions  of  search  it  is  necessary  to  follow,  to  give 
you  a  ten-man  party),  you  will  take  the  command  of  H.M.  Sledge 

Discovery, '  manned  with  seven  men,  and  under  your  orders  the  officer 
and  crew  of  the  ' '  Perseverance  "  also  manned  with  seven  men ;  the  officer 
in  command  of  vdiich  has  directions  to  place  himself  under  your  orders. 

2.  Leaving  the  ship  as  soon  as  in  all  ways  ready,  you  will  proceed  in 
company  with  "  Perseverance"  to  Winter  Harbour,  and  from  thence  across 
the  land  to  Liddon  Gulf,  following  the  coast  of  Melville  Island  vjpMerly  as 
far  as  practicable,  returning  to  this  ship  without  fail  by  1 5th  July. 

3.  You  will  retain  your  auxiliary  under  your  orders,  as  long  as  they  can 
be  useful  to  you. 

4.  As  data  for  putting  on  paper  the  nev/  coast  you  march  along  can  be 
obtained  without  any  delay  for  that  purpose,  you  will  not  fail  to  obtain 
them.  On  your  working  chart  you  Avill  daily,  at  the  conclusion  of  your 
march,  lay  off  your  true  coiu'se  and  estimated  distance,  sketching  in  the 
coast  between,  and  making  notes  as  to  the  nature  and  character  of  the 
land  passed. 

5.  You  will  transmit  to  me  on  your  return,  a  journal  of  your  proceedings 
with  all  data,  drawings,  &c.  c&c.,  connected  Mdth  your  journey,  that  you 
may  have  made. 

6.  You  will  name  in  your  angle-book,  to  assist  the  memory  in  laying 
down  your  work,  all  new  points  and  headlands  by  some  name  characteristic 
of  themselves. 

7-  It  is  just  possible,  that  as  you  and  Commander  M'Clintock  are  both 
marching  west,  and  being  supplied  to  make  your  marches  very  extensive, 
you  may  meet,  with  still  time  and  provisions  left.  Under  this  circumstance 
you  will  consult  with  him,  and  do  what  you  think  best  for  the  advancement 
of  the  object  of  our  mission. 

8.  Should  off-lying  land  be  seen  from  a  neighbouring  height  Avithin 
reach  with  your  still  remaining  resources,  or  if  one  could  give  to  the  other 
sufficient,  you  would  not  fail  to  visit  it,  bearing  in  mind  that  any  useless 
delay  in  returning  to  your  ship  would  be  a  great  sacrifice  Avhen  there  is  yet 
so  much  to  be  done. 

9.  Records  are  to  be  deposited  in  conspicuous  places,  one  in  the  cairn, 
and  another  10  feet  true  north  from  it.  At  your  most  advanced  position, 
you  will,  in  addition  to  the  records,  place  one  of  the  charts  with  which  j'ou 
are  supplied,  putting  on  it  as  near  as  possible  all  that  you  have  yourself 
discovered,  with  any  additional  useful  remarks. 

10.  It  is  unnecessary  for  me  to  caution  you  ns  to  the  care  of  your  men; 
you  know  their  value. 

11.  Yonr  equipment  and  victualling  has  been  entirely  under  your  own 
direction,  and  has  my  apj)rov{d. 

12.  Your  line  of  search  is  a  most  important  one,  particvdarly  if  j^ou  can 
rcacth  the  western  extreme. 

13.  You  yourself  being  a  veteran  in  Arctic  travelling,  and  also  some 
under  youi'  connnand,  I  have  great  expectations  from  your  journey ;  I  feel 
confident  that  you  will  attempt  anything  for  the  good  of  the  service  you 
are  about  to  beein[)loyed  on. 
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14.  I  shall  conclude  with  the  assurance  of  my  earnest  pra37ers  for  the  Journal  of 

health  and  success  of  yourself  and  of  those  under  your  command  in  your  Lieutenant Mccham. 
arduous  journey. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M,  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  Winter 
Quarters,  Dealy  Island,  2d  April  1853. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett. 


Memoranda. 

Working  Chart  to  be  on  the  same  scale  and  projection  I  have  issued. 
Records  to  be  deposited  agreeably  with  directions  in  paragraph  9  of  these  orders. 
Points  and  Headlands  to  be  named,  and  notations  of  angles,  &c.,  as  shown  in  my 
book. 

Log  of  proceedings  to  have  noted  in  the  margin  for  each  21;  hours  : 
Course  steered. 
Estimated  distance  marched. 

Encamped  for  I'est         -        -  -  -  hours. 

„  lunch  -  -  -        -  hours. 

„  securing  depot       -        -  -  hours. 

Marching    -       -        -       -  -       _  hours. 

Temperatui-e       _____  Fahr. 
State  of  ice. 
Wind. 

(Signed)       H.  K. 


Lieutenant  G.  F.  Mecham  to  Captain  Kellett,  C.  B. 

H.  M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  Winter  Quarters, 
Sir,  Dealy  Island,  1st  August  18.33. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  of  my  return  to  the  ship  on  the 
6th  July,  having  carefully  searched  the  southern  and  western  shores  of 
Melville  Island,  also  newly  discovered  land  to  the  north-westward  as  far  as 
latitude  77°  14' N.  longitude  11 9°50' W.,  w^ithout  finding  the  slightest  trace 
of  the  missing  ships  or  crews  under  Sir  John  Franklin.  After  parting 
with  you  on  the  4th  April  I  proceeded  with  the  sledges  "  Discovery  "  and 
Perseverance "  to  the  depot  point  at  Fife  Harbour,  where  I  arranged 
provisions  for  our  return  to  the  ship.  On  the  7th  crossed  Winter  Harbour 
and  commenced  my  overland  journey  at  the  position  of  Sir  Edward  Parry's 
observatory.  Within  sight  of  it  we  were  detained  by  a  heavy  north- 
westerly gale  with  thermometer  20°  beloAv  zero,  which  lasted  until  the 
morning  of  the  11th,  when  we  were  enabled  to  proceed  with  both  crews 
manning  one  sledge,  Mr.  Nares  and  myself  dragging  the  small  one  loaded 
to  236  lb.  On  the  12th,  having  reached  the  level  land,  we  proceeded 
with  both  sledges,  and  being  assisted  by  a  S.E.  wind  made  good  progress  to 
the  north-westward ;  crossing  the  large  ravines  was  our  only  formidable 
impediment.  On  these  occasions  we  lowered  them  down  the  steep  snow 
banks  and  double-manned  them  up  the  opposite  sides. 

On  the  14th  at  noon  arrived  at  the  beach  of  Liddon's  Gulf,  where  I 
deposited  two  depots  of  three  days  for  our  return  to  Winter  Harbour,  and 
selected  this  spot  as  most  convenient  for  the  cart.  In  crossing  several 
herds  of  reindeer  were  seen,  and  a  few  musk  oxen,  but  not  so  numerous  as 
during  my  autumn  journey.  While  travelling  along  the  south  shore  of 
the  gulf  we  were  enabled  to  add  a  small  supply  of  coal  to  our  stock  of 
fuel  as  it  was  found  about  there  in  great  quantities.  On  the  1 5th  during  a 
heavy  snoAv  storm  arrived  at  our  autumn  depot,  which  we  found  had 
escaped  the  notice  of  all  animals  during  the  Avinter.  Completed  each  sledge 
to  45  days'  provisions,  and  arranged  12  days  in  depot,  to  be  brought  up  by 
Mr.  Nares  after  leaving  me.  Taking  advantage  of  a  lane  of  smooth 
ice  steered  directly  across  the  gulf,  but  found  it  so  very  heavy,  and  snow 
so  soft,  that  we  were  only  able  to  proceed  with  one  sledge.  We  all  suffered 
here  very  much  from  snow-blindness  occasioned  by  the  misty  weather, 
which  obliged  me  to  keep  a  portion  of  the  crew  blindfolded,  and  also  to 
change  to  night  travelling,  although  the  temperature  fell  to  33°  below  zero. 
Proceeded  along  the  land  to  the  W.S.W.,  arriving  at  Cape  Hoare  on  the 
20th.  Up  to  this  point  the  ice  is  very  old,  and  with  but  little  pressru'e 
along  the  land ;  a  heavy  pack  commences  here  close  upon  the  beach,  its 
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cdoc  visil)lc  by  a  dislincl,  line  ol"  liiinirnocks  extending  to  the  wcHtward. 
The  difis  on  tlu;  noi't  li  sljoi'c  of  J>iddon's  (iiilC  t,ci  )i)ii)!itr;  ahout  Cape 
]Jceclicy,  wlii(;li  niiiy  be  reeo]Li,iiized  \)y  a  most  pieturesfjue  lieudlund  ;  tlie 
rugged  turrets  of  decayed  stone,  and  dark  projecting  buttresses  filled  in 
with  snow,  give  to  it  a  particularly  grand  appearance.  Jieyond  this  the 
land  is  high  inland,  f)iit  with  a  :•  loping  countiy  for  some  miles  fi'om  the 
beach;  several  nuisk  oxen  and  hares  were  seen,  and  the  appearance  of  the 
land  was  most  i'avourable  foi-  game,  lieyond  Cape  Iloare  opened  a  very 
deep  inlet,  about  13  miles  across  the  mouth.  Crossed  to  the  western  side, 
leaving  the  examination  of  it  until  my  return.  Travelled  along  a  low 
beach  upon  which  the  pack  rested  in  heavy  masses,  leaving  us  barely  room 
to  pass  with  the  sledges.  On  the  2;kl  encamped  upon  the  eastern  point 
of  another  deep  bight 'in  latitude  74"  5/'  N.,  longitude  115"  10'  W. 

The  western  point  about  10  miles  distant  is  bold  and  high,  evidently 
that  point  mentioned  by  Commander  M'Clintoek  as  near  Cape  Smyth. 
At  this  most  interesting  point  of  our  journey  a  most  unfortunate  accident 
occurred  to  John  Bailey  of  "  Perseverance,"  which  detained  us  here  two 
whole  days  ;  his  legs  swelled  to  almost  double  their  size  from  the  feet  to  his 
calves,  causing  him  such  pain  that  he  was  unable  to  walk  without  support. 
Perfect  rest  appeared  the  only  remedy,  together  with  frequent  fomentations. 
During  our  stay  I  proceeded  to  the  northward  overland  towards  the  head 
of  Hardy  Bay.  The  land  rises  to  an  elevation  of  about  800  feet  above 
the  sea,  and  nearly  all  the  hills  are  of  a  remarkable  table  shape.  Musk 
oxen  are  here  in  very  great  numbers  ;  on  one  plain  I  observed  as  many  as 
70  grazing  within  a  circuit  of  two  miles  ;  on  my  approach  they  divided  into 
herds  of  about  fifteen  each,  headed  by  two  or  three  enormous  bulls.  Their 
manoeuvres  were  so  quick  and  regular  that  tbey  were  more  to  be  compared 
to  squadrons  of  cavalry  than  anything  I  could  think  of.  One  herd 
advanced  several  times  at  a  gallop  within  rifle  shot,  and  formed  in  perfect 
line  with  bulls  in  advance,  showing  a  formidable  front  of  horns.  The  last 
time  they  advanced  at  a  gallop  to  about  60  yards  and  formed  in  line,  the 
bulls  at  the  same  time  snorting  and  tearing  up  the  snow.  Iriiraediately  I 
fired  they  wheeled  round,  joined  the  main  herd,  and  made  off  out  of  sight, 
only  waiting  occasionally  for  the  wounded  one.  Banks  Land  was  plainly 
distinguished  from  my  highest  position  and  a  continuous  pack  as  far  as 
could  be  seen  to  the  westward.  During  my  absence  I  employed  the  men 
searching  for  game  and  dwarf  willow  roots  for  fuel ;  they  succeeded 
in  killing  a  fine  bull,  which,  together  with  a  rein-deer  that  I  had  killed, 
enabled  me  to  make  a  good  depot  for  Mr.  Nares'  return.  This  partly 
repaid  me  for  this  unfortunate  detention  during  two  days  of  beautiful 
weather. 

On  the  25th,  the  invalid  being  much  better,  arranged  a  small  depot  and 
proceeded  to  the  western  point  of  the  bay  where  the  pack  again  rested 
against  the  cliffs.  On  rounding  it  observed  Cape  Smyth,  with  high  and 
continuous  land  for  about  35  miles  to  the  W.N.W. ;  followed  its  trend  for 
about  25'  upon  young  and  tolerable  good  floe  with  occasional  heavy  ridges 
and  patches  of  pressure,  which  caused  us  some  delay.  From  Point  Cyclops 
the  land  sweeps  into  a  shallow  bay  about  10  miles  across,  and  then 
continues  in  the  same  direction  as  before.  A  few  musk  oxen  were  seen 
about  the  hills  and  several  ptarmigan  flew  past  from  the  southward,  but 
the  land  being  steep  and  high  docs  not  appear  so  favourable  for  game  as 
to  the  eastward.  Banks  Land  was  here  plainly  seen  from  the  floe.  On 
the  28th  came  to  a  perfect  barrier  of  heavily  packed  old  ice,  leaving  us  no 
alternative  but  to  enter  and  make  the  best  of  it.  Our  invalid  was 
unfortunately  at  this  time  obliged  to  bo  carried  on  the  sledge,  which 
rather  increased  our  difficulties,  but,  much  to  his  credit,  he  always  did  his 
utmost  to  ease  and  assist  his  comrades.  As  we  progressed  the  land  gradually 
turned  to  the  northward  with  heavier  pressure  against  it,  huge  blocks  of 
solid  ice  at  least  GO  feet  thick  leaned  against  the  cliffs  i^ropped  up  by  the 
pack,  driven  into  all  manner  of  shapes  and  extending  as  (ar  as  could  be  seen 
to  the  westward.  Both  men  and  sledges  were  this  day  severely  tested; 
indeed  T  eordd  hardly  have  supposed  it  possible  that  the  latter  could  have^ 
escaped  being  l)roken  by  the  fi'e(|uent  upsets  they  had  during  this  day's 
joiinic}'. 
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From  the  high  land  I  observed  we  had  reached  the  S.W.  point  of  Lieit'^°'^™M''^ 
Melville  Island,  which  my  observations  place  in  latitude  75  "14'  N.  leuenan^ee 
longitude  117°42'  W.,  from  where  the  coast  turns  to  the  N.N.E.  Here  I 
discovered  new  land  to  the  north-westward  distant  about  20  miles,  its 
northern  extreme  trending  to  the  N.E.  and  its  southern  to  the  westward. 
The  time  for  the  return  of  my  auxiliary  sledge  being  close  at  hand  I 
steered  directly  for  the  nearest  part  of  the  new  land,  and  after  three  days 
of  very  heavy  travelling  upon  old  hummocky  floe,  much  shattered  by  the 
pack,  landed  upon  it  on  May  2d,  in  latitude  75°  29'  N.  longitude  1 1 8°  35'  W. 
In  crossing,  Melville  Island  was  observed  extending  to  the  N.N.E.  for 
about  45  miles.  Completed  provisions  from  auxiliary  to  42  days,  leaving  a 
depot  of  three  davs  at  S.W.  point  of  Melville  Island.  Mr.  Nares  accom- 
panied me  for  10  miles  to  the  westward  and  parted  company  on  May  3d 
with  directions  to  return  to  Cape  Hoppner,  bring  up  my  1 2  days'  depot  to 
Cape  Smyth,  transport  the  cart  to  Liddon's  Gulf  from  Winter  Harbour 
and  from  there  return  to  the  ship. 

Travelled  to  the  westward  close  along  the  beach,  a  great  portion  of 
which  Avas  hidden  by  the  immense  hummocks  pressed  upon  it,  obliging  us 
frequently  to  haul  over  the  steep  slopes.    As  we  advanced  the  land  became 
high  and  abrupt,  contracting  considerably  the  passage  for  our  sledge.  The 
soil  upon  the  hills  was  deep  and  rich,  of  a  black  colour,  but  with  very  few 
tracks  of  animals  upon  it ;  occasional  patches  of  stone  were  found  of  a  metallic 
substance,  and  Mr.  Nares  found  some  pieces  of  petrified  wood.  On  the  4th 
reached  to  S.W.  extreme  which  is  a  remarkably  black  and  prominent 
headland;  rounding  it  occupied  the  best  part  of  one  journey  as  the  pack 
was  here  forced  considerably  up  the  face  of  the  cliffs ;  from  its  summit 
discovered  extensive  land  from  N.E.  to  W.N.W.,  appearing  by  the  various 
gaps  in  it  like  a  chain  of  islands.    From  here  steered  to  the  northward 
along  the  pack  edge  in  hopes  of  obtaining  a  good  view  up  this  channel 
before  proceeding  to  the  westward ;   in  this  I  was  baffled  by  a  strong 
northerly  gale  and  the  heavy  character  of  the  ice.    Sent  sledge  on  to  the 
westward  and  went  myself  to  the  N.W.  towards  the  highest  land,  from 
which  I  observed  the  coast  running  to  the  north-eastward ;  the  mist 
prevented  my  seeing  the  north-eastern  extreme  of  land  discovered,  but 
the  land  left  appeared  like  a  large  island.    Rejoined  the  sledge  on  the 
7th  and  deposited  8  days'  provisions,  &c.  for  the  examination  to  the  N.E. 
on  my  way  back.    On  the  8th,  after  another  heavy  day's  work  in  the 
pack,  found  the  land  turned  abruptly  to  the  northward,  forming  a  deep 
inlet  or  channel.    From  here  observed  the  pack  resting  heavily  against  the 
land  to  the  westward ;  I  v^^as  therefore  in  hopes  that  this  would  prove  a 
channel,  so  that  I  might  proceed  to  the  westward  clear  of  it.  Started 
by  myself  to  explore  to  the  northward.    I  was  glad  of  this  opportunity 
to  give  the  men  rest,  as  TuUett  and  Rogers  had  been  unwell  for  some  days, 
and  particularly  as  I  had  shot  a  deer,  which  enabled  me  to  save  the  day's 
provisions.    The  mist  prevented  my  seeing  the  head  of  this  bight ;  I  there- 
fore proceeded  to  the  south-westward,  where  I  found  the  land  terminated 
in  steep  and  perpendicular  cliffs  almost  hidden  from  the  view  by  the 
tremendous  pack  which  was  piled  up  its  face,  through  which  I  could  find 
no  passage  except  by  steering  south  about  three  miles  into  the  pack,  wdiere. 
a  level  patch  appeared  to  lead  to  the  north-westvfard.    The  drift  prevented 
us  seeing  a  sledge's  length  ahead,  but  on  the  weather  clearing,  found  ourselves 
at  the  west  point  of  a  curious  shaped  peninsula,  and  surrounded  with 
numerous  hummocks  of  huge  dimensions  ;  retraced  our  steps  a  short  way 
and  reached  the  beach  about  1,000  yards  distant  after  three  hours  hard 
labour,  having  had  to  cross,  besides  hummocks,  several  deep  chasms  in  the 
ice  which  were  mostly  covered  v/ith  snow,  into  the  first  of  which  I  fell,  and 
remained  there  unable  to  get  out  for  about  a  quarter  of  an  hour.    It  was 
about  seven  feet  deep,  four  feet  broad,  and  nine  yards  long,  forming  a  regular 
passage  under  the  ice.    We  now  proceeded  with  a  half  of  the  baggage  and 
crew  divided,  three  of  them  with  their  backs  against  the  hummocks  footing 
the  sledge  off,  while  the  others  dragged  at  a  given  signal.    In  this  toilsome 
'    manner  we  rounded  the  point  and  gained  a  level  floe.    Past  difficulties  were 
soon  forgotten^,,  and  the  men  laughed  and  talked  about  it,  appearing  quite 
pleased  with  their  successful  exertions.    From  here  the  land  trends  to  the 
III.  3  S 
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jourmiiof  orthward  towards  the  head  of  Walker  Inlet,  and  extends  for  aljout  20  nriilcs 

Lieutenant  ec  am.  ^j^^  westward,  ii)  which  direction  it  appeared  in  low  and  disconnected 

patches  surrounded  witli  y)ack.  On  tlie  l.Sth,  (Jfiarles  Nishet  was  attacked 
with  severe  cramp  and  vomiting,  which  obliged  me  to  remain  encamped.  1 
therefore  prepared  the  small  sledge  with  four  days'  provisions  in  hopes  of 
discovering  some  passage  among  the  apparent  islands  clear  of  the  pack.  I 
had  not  gone  far  when  I  observed  the  land  to  be  continuous,  and  much 
higher  than  I  at  first  supposed  it.  Sent  small  sledge  back,  and  started  with 
my  day's  provisions  to  explore  to  the  north-eastward.  From  the  highest 
land  observed  several  deep  bights  between  me  and  the  last  point  rounded. 
As  I  went  towards  the  north-westward,  the  land  became  much  lower  and 
with  but  little  vegetation.  Two  herds  of  reindeer  and  a  great  many  ptarmigan 
were  seen.  While  resting  under  a  well -sheltered  snowy  cliff',  the  wind  increased 
to  a  strong  gale  from  the  south-eastward,  which  obliged  me  to  direct  my 
steps  towards  the  tent,  where  I  arrived  on  the  14th  after  a  most  tedious 
search  for  it.  Finding  Nisbet  much  better,  I  proceeded  to  the  westward 
before  the  gale  through  immense  heavy  pack  formed  entirely  of  very  old 
and  heavy  ice  which,  but  for  the  strong  winds,  would  have  detained  me 
considerably.  On  reaching  the  western  extreme  found  several  pieces  of 
decayed  wood  partly  buried  in  the  soil  about  90  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
sea.  From  its  position,  and  to  all  appearance  natural  condition,  I  could 
not  but  fancy  (strange  as  it  seemed)  that  it  had  grown  in  the  country  ; 
collected  a  specimen  and  some  soil  about ;  besides  this  nothing  interesting 
was  found.  The  pack  being  driven  a  considerable  way  up  the  land  we 
experienced  the  greatest  difficulty  in  travelling.  I  was  frequently  obliged 
to  dispatch  the  men  in  several  directions  to  look  for  leads ;  while  doing  so, 
discovered  two  bears  running  towards  us,  which  at  this  time  would  have 
been  acceptable  both  for  meat  and  fuel,  but  they  made  off"  on  our  approach. 
The  travelling  did  not  improve  as  we  proceeded,  but  we  were  constantly 
harassed  by  heavy  pack,  thick  weather,  and  the  coast  so  low  that  we  fre- 
quently found  ourselves  several  miles  inland.  I  had  remarked  for  some 
days  that  dark  and  heavy  clouds  overhung  the  horizon  from  north-eastward 
to  the  westward,  while  to  the  eastward  they  resembled  more  those  generally 
spoken  of  as  ice  blink.  By  steering  for  the  eastern  extreme  of  the  dark 
clouds,  I  alv/ays  found  that  I  followed  more  directly  the  pack  edge  and 
trend  of  the  land;  indeed  I  may  say  that  the  coastline  drawn  as  the  western 
face  of  "  Prince  Patrick's  "  Land  may  be  considered  more  correctly  as  the 
line  of  pack,  as  in  fact  the  coast  for  several  miles  inland  consists  of  a  series 
of  low  patches,  upon  the  outer  edge  of  which  the  pack  rests.  On  the 
24th  May  the  weather  cleared,  and  the  sun  shone  out  for  the  first  time 
since  the  14th.  After  so  lengthened  a  period  of  heavy  gales,  I  was  in  hopes 
that  fine  weather  had  set  in.  Packed  small  sledge  with  four  days'  provisions, 
but  on  account  of  the  wind  again  freshening  up,  transferred  the  traps  again 
to  the  large  one,  and  proceeded  with  all  the  crew,  dragging  60  lbs.  per  man. 
From  the  progress  we  made  in  this  manner,  I  consider  it  preferable  to  the 
small  sledge ;  the  latter  is  only  useful  where  the  remaining  crew  can  be 
employed  searching  in  another  direction.  On  the  26th  passed  a  large  knoll 
about  40  feet  high,  which  is  only  the  second  place  passed  suitable  for 
depositing  records  since  rounding  Land's  End.  From  its  summit  I  could 
observe  higher  and  distant  laud  to  the  E.S.E.  (true)  ;  that  around  me  was 
one  extensive  plain,  its  margin  only  distinguished  by  the  heavy  pack  driven 
upon  it.  On  the  27th  struck  into  the  pack,  and  climbed  the  highest 
hummocks,  from  which  I  had  a  clear  view  in  every  direction.  The  land  to 
the  northward  is  rather  higher,  terminating  in  a  point  about  10  miles  distant. 
Not  the  slightest  appearance  of  land  cotdd  be  seen  to  the  westward  from 
here  or  any  other  positi(m  since  rounding  Land's  End.  Tremendous  pack 
occupies  the  wli()l(>  s))iicc  in  tliiit  ('irectioi).  My  provisions  were  now  reduced 
to  nine  days,  and  being  150  jniles  from  my  last  depot,  without  any  prospect 
of  pi'ocuring  game,  I  took  advantage  of  a  heavy  north-westerly  gale  which 
was  then  blowing,  and  steered  (lu(>  south  Jicross  the  land,  in  hopes  of  being 
able  to  r(!acli  this  western  coast  again  l)y  following  up  the  land  discovered 
on  the  4th.  Ti'avelled  over  a  perfectly  level  plain  to  about  7(>°  22'  N., 
when  its  character  suddenly  changed,  and  being  only  able  to  see  a  few  yards 
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around  us,  we  were  rather  puzzled  among  steep  ravines  and  gullies  with  Journal  o 

very  little  snow  upon  their  banks.    The  heavy  gale,  however,  carried  us  LieutenantMecham. 

over  with  but  little  trouble,  giving  us  frequently  a  brisk  run  to  keep  up  with 

the  sledge.    On  the  31st,  while  following  the  course  of  a  ravine,  I  observed 

a  large  spar  protruding  from  the  bank  about  10  feet;  on  examination  found 

it  to  be  a  tree  measuring  four  feet  in  circumference.    In  this  neighbourhood 

there  were  several  parts  of  similar  trees  just  showing  above  the  soil ;  one 

measured  the  same  circumference  and  30  feet  long,  and  another  2  feet  10  inches 

in  diameter.    The  wood  is  of  the  same  species  as  that  found  on  the  l6th. 

Its  distance  from  the  sea,  and  perfect  condition  of  the  bark,  leaves  but  litttle 

doubt  of  its  having  grown  in  this  vicinity.    Sawed  one  tree  in  two  and 

collected  a  portion  for  specimens  and  fuel ;  for  the  latter  it  proved  of  but 

little  value,  being  too  much  decayed.    The  land  is  perfectly  barren  and  of  a 

white  sandy  soil,  without  the  least  trace  of  any  kind  of  animal  or  bird. 

Reached  the  ice  on  the  31st  May,  which  I  supposed  to  be  somewhere  at 

the  head  of  Walker  Inlet.    On  the  chance  of  this  being  a  channel  to  the 

north-eastward,  started  with  a  light  sledge  and  four  days'  provisions  in  that 

direction ;  on  the  gale  abating  found  that  we  had  travelled  round  the  head 

of  the  inlet ;  returned,  picked  up  the  gear,  and  proceeded  down  the  western 

shore.    On  June  1st  procured  a  supply  of  venison,  which  proved  a  most 

welcome  addition  to  our  daily  meal,  as  since  the  1 2th  of  last  month  we  had 

been  upon  our  bare  allowance,  which  went  but  a  short  way  towards 

satisfjnng  our  ravenous  appetites. 

Having  picked  up  our  depot  in  latitude  75°  50'  North,  longitude 
120°  40'  W.,  steered  to  the  north-eastward  along  the  land  first  seen  on 
April  4th.  The  country  here  improved  very  much  in  its  appearance,  and  the 
ice  became  much  better  for  travelling ;  the  sloping  hills  were  almost  bare  of 
snow,  which  relieved  the  scene  considerably  of  its  former  dull  monotony. 
The  men,  who  are  never  slow  in  finding  quaint  names  for  places,  called  this 
part  "  Happy  Land "  in  contradistinction  to  the  miserable  country  we 
have  traversed  to  the  westward,  which  they  called  "  Zero's  Land." 

In  latitude  76°  12'  N.  found  the  land  turned  to  the  north-westward, 
having  the  appearance  of  a  deep  bight  or  channel  in  that  direction ;  the  land 
to  the  northward  appeared  about  17  miles  distant,  and  to  extend  considerably 
to  the  eastward.  Having  now  10  days'  provisions,  besides  a  great  deal  of 
extra  fuel,  tea,  and  game,  I  prepared  the  small  sledge  with  that  number  of 
days  for  three  men  and  the  dog,  leaving  the  remaining  crew  to  cross  direct 
to  the  north-eastward  land,  and  follow  it  to  the  eastward  until  I  overtook 
them.  My  arrangements,  however,  were  completely  overthrown  by  finding 
a  cairn  close  to  our  encampment  containing  a  record  from  Commander 
M'Clintock,  stating  that  he  had  examined  in  that  direction,  and  had  gone 
on  to  the  north-westward  side  of  Eglington  Island.  This  unwelcome 
rencontre  at  so  interesting  a  part  of  my  journey  was  most  unexpected. 
Started  for  the  northern  part  of  Melville,  touching  at  Eglington  Island, 
where  I  found  Commander  M'Clintock  had  been  down  the  west  shore 
of  Melville  Island,  traced  the  east  shore  of  Eglington  to  the  southward, 
and  crossed  to  Melville  Island  in  latitude  75°  48'  N.  ;  followed  it  to  the 
southward,  and  found  Commander  M'Clintock's  southern  cairn  in  latitude 
75°  25'  N.,  containing  a  note  for  me,  stating  he  had  been  here  on  May  7th 
in  hopes  of  meeting  me.  I  was  much  surprised  at  this,  as  I  had  passed  out- 
ward on  April  29th.  There  being  no  room  for  further  exploration  within 
my  reach,  I  most  reluctantly  turned  my  back  to  the  northern  land,  which  at 
the  time  of  my  discovering  it  in  May  offered  so  excellent  a  field  for  my  light 
sledge  work  on  my  return  journey,  and  for  which  purpose  I  had  allotted  a  por- 
tion of  my  provisions.  Started  for  my  depot  at  south-west  point  of  Melville 
Island,  where  I  arrived  on  June  14th.  This  place  had  undergone  great 
changes  since  my  last  visit,  being  now  well  stocked  with  game.  On  13th 
at  starting  we  observed  the  first  appearance  of  thaw  on  the  ice,  and  before 
the  end  of  the  day's  journey  were  wading  knee  deep  in  water.  From  the 
dry  and  comfortable  encampment  here^  the  men  called  it  "  Comfort  Cove. ' 
While  travelling  between  this  and  "Patrick's"  Land,  several  traces  of 
reindeer  and  wolves  were  seen  all  going  to  the  westward;  this  induces  me 
to  believe  that  they  winter  on  Melville  Island,  and  travel  to  the  westward 
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in  the  spring  and  summer,  particularly  as  I  found  that  the  southern  beaches 
Journal  of  yfCYc  thc  onlv  placcs  likclv  to  sui)ply  sufficient  food  for  them. 

Lieutenant  Mecham.  '  ^  ^ 

—  While  rounding  Cape  Ilussell,  the  left  runner  of  our  sledge  was  broken 

by  a  fall  from  a  high  hunnnock,  but  the  ingenuiiy  of  James  Tuliett, 
captain  of  sledge,  soon  enabled  us  to  proceed  again  with  a  tolerable  strong 
sledge.  On  thc  ISth  June  arrived  at  Cape  Smyth  and  picked  up  our  JO 
days'  depot.  Here  I  observed  a  perfectly  white  musk  cow  with  a  black 
calf,  but  was  unable  to  get  near  enough  to  procure  its  skin  for  a  specinjcn. 
Traced  the  shores  of  Murray  Inlet  as  far  as  latitude  J-'^"  19'  N.,  and 
observed  it  to  extend  about  eight  miles  further  to  the  northward,  with  two 
deep  arms  at  its  head  branching  off  east  and  west.  Between  Capes  Hoare 
and  Beechy  the  land  is  remarkably  rich  in  vegetation,  which,  at  the  time  I 
passed,  was  a  regular  sw^amp,  much  resembling  an  English  meadow.  Great 
numbers  of  musk  oxen,  reindeer,  and  hares  Avere  seen  to  the  eastward  of 
Cape  Smyth;  the  first  mentioned  in  very  great  numbers  on  the  land  about 
Point  Bailey.  After  examining  "  Barry  "  Bay,  Followed  the  north  shore  of 
Liddon's  Gulf  to  thc  eastward,  and  examined  Commander  M'Clintock's 
record  and  cairn  in  Bushman  Cove,  beside  which  lay  the  remnants  of  Sir 
E.  Parry's  cart,  left  there  in  1820. 

On  the  28th  June  arrived  at  the  Cart  depot,  having  been  partly  round 
the  head  of  the  gulf  which  extends  about  12  miles  to  thc  north-east  from 
Parry's  lagoon.  We  found  here  a  large  budget  of  news,  also  some  extra 
provisions  and  boots  sent  from  the  ship ;  the  latter  were  very  acceptable. 
Lately  we  have  all  found  it  necessary  to  bandage  our  feet  and  ankles,  as 
^ye  all  suffered  slightly  from  swellings  and  sprains,  occasioned  probably  by 
the  constant  heavy  travelling  round  "  Patrick's  "  Land  and  the  deep  water 
since  the  thaw  commenced.  On  reaching  the  old  ice  in  Liddon's  Gulf, 
we  were  obliged  frequently  to  regulate  our  journeys  by  the  tides,  owing  to 
the  slippery  ice  and  great  depth  of  the  water. 

We  experienced  the  greatest  difficulty  in  crossing  Melville  Island,  owing 
to  the  deep  sw-amps  and  rapid  torrents  down  every  ravine  and  gully ;  in 
several  thc  water  was  waist  deep,  and  carried  us  off  our  legs.  On  one 
occasion  the  men  at  the  pole  were  upset  and  the  cart  carried  away  by  the 
stream,  until  the  wheels  became  clogged  in  the  snow  along  the  banks. 
The  cart  being  so  badly  adapted  for  this  service,  found  it  a  greater  encum- 
brance than  advantage,  obliging  us  to  make  portages  of  our  traps,  which 
occupied  64  hours  travelling  the  22  miles.  No  game  was  seen  while 
crossing  until  we  reached  Winter  Harbour,  when  I  shot  three  young  bucks. 
Deposited  a  chart  of  discoveries  on  the  Sandstone  Boulder,  and  then 
proceeded  direct  for  the  ship,  where  I  arrived  on  July  6th.  I  regret  to 
say  that  Charles  Nisbet  had,  since  June  10th,  lost  the  sight  of  his  right 
eye,  but  otherwise  the  crew  M^ere  in  excellent  health,  which  I  attribute 
mainly  to  the  occasional  supplies  of  game  we  procured,  which,  had  it  been 
required,  would  have  enabled  me  to  extend  the  search  for  several  days 
longer. 

The  positions  of  cairns  are  marked  in  the  accompanying  chart,  which 
contain,  besides  records,  &c.,  all  the  useful  information  respecting  the 
country  about  them. 

I  beg  to  refer  you  to  my  journal  and  chart  for  the  particulars  and  detail 
of  my  journey,  which  I  have  endeavoured  to  make  as  descriptive  as 
possible!  Observations  for  time,  latitude,  and  variation  of  compass  were 
obtained  whenever  opportunities  occurred,  from  Avhich  positions  astrono- 
mical bearings  were  taken  to  all  oljects  in  sight.  A  most  careful  dead- 
reckoning  was  also  kept  throughout  the  journey. 

I  feel  great  pleasm-e  in  informing  you  how  al)ly  I  was  seconded  by 
Mr.  Nares,  who,  throughout,  always  ca]-ried  forward  my  directions  Avitli 
the  greatest  zeal  and  attention. 

The  physical  capabilities  of  thc  mm  have  been  severely  tested  during 
this  journey  ol'  1,00(5  gcogriiphlcid  or  I ,  I  7''5  I'^uglish  miles.  It  aflbrds  nie 
jiiuch  sa,tis(;icti()n,  being  iilAc  to  hring  before  your  notice  tlieir  excellent 
behaviour  and  willing  exertions. 
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In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  state  that  besides  the  absence  of  traces  being  a  .  Journal  of 
negative  proof  that  the  missing  crews  have  not  visited  any  part  of  the  land  Lieutenant  Mecham. 
traversed  during  this  journey,  I  have  further  to  add,  that  from  the  character 
and  appearance  of  the  pack  driven  against  the  land,  and  in  every  direction 
to  seaward,  thoroughly  convinces  me  of  the  impossibility  of  penetrating 
with  ships  to  the  southward  and  westward  against  such  tremendous  impe- 
diments. I  have,  &c., 

G.  F.  Mecham,  Lieutenant. 


Travelling  Journal  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Discovery,"  South-west  Melville 
Branch ;  G .  F.  Mecham,  Lieutenant,  commanding  the  Party. 

First  Journey. 

Monday,  Ath  April  1853. — a.m.  At  an  early  hour  this  morning  the  bustle  e.n.e. 
throughout  the  ship  announced  that  the  time  drew  near  for  our  departure,  and  '^h^™- 
at  7h.  the  parties  had  assembled  at  their  sledges,  where  most  hearty  expres- 
sions of  success  and  safety  were  exchanged  by  both  officers  and  men.  At 
7h.l5m.  the  two  divisions  moved  off  upon  their  respective  routes,  exchanging 
cheers  with  one  another,  and  also  with  the  very  few  who  remained  behind 
with  the  ship.  The  morning  was  dull  and  gloomy,  accompanied  by  light 
snow,  which  occasioned  heavy  travelling  at  the  commencement;  notwith- 
standing every  one  seemed  in  excellent  spirits,  and  all  looked  forward  with 
the  brightest  hopes  to  the  future.  The  northern  division  was  accompanied 
by  Captain  Kellett.  The  S.W.  division,  under  my  command,  was  composed 
of  the  following  parties : 


Sledge  "Discovery." 

G.  F.  Mecham^  Lieut.  "1 
Jas.  TuUett,  B.  M.  \ 
Jno.  Weatherall,  A.  B. 


Sledge  "  Perseverance.' 


Q.  P-i 


Chas.  Nisbet,  A.  B. 
Jas.  Butler,  A.  B. 

Wm.  Manson,      A.  B. 
Win.  Humphries  P.  R.  M. 
Sam.  Rogers,        P.  R.  M. 

Weight  at  leaving  main  depot  2551bs. 


.s  «  ^ 


G.  S.  Nares,  Mate. 
Thos.  Joy,  Q.  M. 

Jas.  Le  Pitoural,  C.  H. 


Geo.  Kelly,  C.F.Top. 

Thos.  West,  C.  M.  T. 

Wm.  Savage,  A.  B. 

Wm.  Griffiths,  A.  B. 

Jno.  Bailey,  P.  R.  M. 

each  man,  45  days'  provisions. 


2  $s 

Oh 

„     C-i  . 

CO  •'2  tn 

^^  t*^ 
6c  5 


Steered  directly  for  Cape  Bounty,  occasionally  altering  course  while  q^^^^^j^ 
skirting  the  ridges  of  hummocks  ;  the  deep  snow  combined  with  gloomy  Lunch  - 
weather  made  the  travelling  very  deceptive.   11.  Lost  sight  of  the  ships.     ^Ma^" " 

p.m.  Found  James  Butler  had  fallen  from  the  drag  ropes  from  exhaus-  e.n.e. 
tion.   Pitched,  and  prepared  some  tea ;  after  a  little  rest  he  revived.  Cape  Therm.  - 
Bounty  E.  b.  S.  \  S.  (comp.) 

Second  Journey. 

Tuesday,  btli  April   1853. — a.m.  6.45.     Started  under  sail  to  the  East 
W.S.W.,  the  floe  heavy  for  travelling,  but  sails  assisting  materially.  10. 
Passed  about  2^  miles  off  Cape  Bounty,  off  which  we  crossed  several 
heavy  ranges  of  hummocks.    Weather  looking  very  threatening  from  the 
northward. 

P.M.  1 .  Lunched.    Floe  improves,  and  enables  us  to  make  good  progress ;  East 
observed  17  musk  oxen  above  Point  Halse.    Towards  the  close  of  the  day  Lunch  ^'^'^ 
we  travelled  over  rough  pressed-up  ice.  5.45,  Encamped.   Point  Wakeham  Encamp. 
S.E.b.  E..LE.  2';  Cape  Bounty  N.W.b.W.  (comp.)  William  Humphries  f^f'^J^l 
having  this  day  completed  his  21  years'  service,  issued  half  allowance  of  n.e. 
grog  to  the  crew  to  drink  his  health  and  success. 

Third  Journey. 

Wednesday,  Qih  April  1853. — a.m.  6.  45.  Started  across  Point  Wakeham  ;  N.Kb.E. 
travelling  deep,  with  heavy  snow-drift.  I  find  the  men  are  daily  improving 
in  strength ;  it  is  also  satisfactory  to  hear  that  they  remark  the  same  to 
themselves.    Noon.    Observed  the  depot  cairn  at  Fife  Harbour. 

P.M.  1.  Lunched.  3.15.  Arrived  at  the  depot,  but  for  some  time  could  find 
no  trace  of  it ;  everything  is  buried  with  snow,  even  the  largest  boulders 
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2  c.m.s. 
+  10°. 


8  h.  20  m. 

Oh.  30m. 

■  8-|  miles. 

■  14h.  45m. 
1  c.m.s. 

+  12 


1  c.m.s. 
+  5. 


+  1. 
10  h. 

*h. 
13  h. 

15|' 

5  c.q.s.  +  1 


E.  4  c.m.q. 

-5°. 


-  4  c.m-s.— 1 
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On  march 
Lunch 
Securing  depot  2,i;  h 


8h. 
1  h. 


m 

Encamp.  -       -  14h. 
W.  b.  S.  -i  S.    -  7  miles. 
Travelling  heavy. 


N.N.E. 
N.KE. 


N.N.W.  - 

On  march 
Lunch 
Encamped 
West 

N.W.  b.  W. 
N.W.  8  c.q. 
10  c.q. 


5  c.q.s.- 
5  c.q.s. 


-  7  b.c.q. 
-17°. 

-  9ih. 
■■  ih. 

-  13  h. 

-  3  miles. 

-  3  miles. 

 20°. 


N.W.Sto  10  c.q. 


-22. 


N.W,  10  c.q.  20°. 

-22°. 


Calm  -  "  o.b.c. 
10  c.q.  N.W.    -  —22°. 


N.W.lOtollcq.  -15. 


Encamped  from 

bad  weather  -  74  h. 
N.W.  5  c.q.      -  -  10. 


On  march 
Lunch 
Encamp. 
N.W. 

N.W.  2b.c. 


-  9ih. 

-  ih. 

-  lOfh. 

-  H  mU.es. 
.  -15°. 


N.W.  1  b.c.  -  -16. 
S.  E.  1  b.c. 


Noon 


On  march 
Lunch 
Encamp.  - 
7  miles  N.W. 

B.E.  4  c.m.s. 


N.W.  1  b.c. 

On  march 
Lunch 
Encamp.  - 
N.W.  1).  W. 


Noon 


-r25°. 


lOfh. 

4h. 
12*  h. 


13. 


- 1 5. 

lOi  h. 
ih. 


-  +  20  calm. 


-H. 


are  almost  out  of  siglit.  On  finding  the  provisionB,  headed  up  two  casks 
containing  five  and  six  day  depots,  the  Jonner  for  Mr.  Nares  to  use  in 
transporting  the  cart  overland,  the  latter  for  both  our  return  from  here  to 
the  ship  ;  lightened  pcmmican.  of  the  cases,  and  packed  sledges  with  provi- 
sions, 6cc.  Wind  increasing  in  heavy  gusts,  making  it  exceedingly  cold 
arranging  the  depots.  5.30.  Encamped ;  examined  the  record  in  the  cairn. 

Fourth  Journey. 

Thursday,  llh  April  185.3. — a.m.  8.  Started  for  Winter  Harbour.  Ice 
very  uneven,  and  deep  with  snow  ;  drift  very  heavy.  Noon,  Crossed  Reef 
Point  into  Winter  Harbour;  wind  exceedingly  sharp;  occasional  frostbites. 
P.M.  2.  Lunched ;  picked  up  four  cases  of  pemmican,  which  Mr.  Nares  and 
myself  dragged  on  the  small  sledge.  Double  banked,  and  proceeded  with 
one  sledge  on  the  land ;  snow  deep  and  soft.  4.  Sent  back  for  second 
sledge.    5.45.  Encamped. 

Friday,  ^th  April. — a.m.  7-  Packed  sledges,  but  the  heavy  gale  obliged 
us  to  pitch  again  almost  immediately.    Several  sharp  frostbites. 

P.M.  Dug  tent  out  from  drift.  Weather  the  same  ;  Thomas  Joy  slightly 
snowblind. 

Saturday,  ^th  April. — Unable  to  start.  Every  one  very  much  cramped  ; 
tent  most  miserable.  Crew  amusing  themselves  with  occasional  songs  and 
most  amusing  yarns. 

P.M.  6.  Gale  moderated  a  little ;  dug  drift  away,  as  tent  was  almost 
buried.  6.30.  Calm ;  prepared  for  an  early  start.  7-  Gale  again  sprung  up 
from  same  quarter. 

Sunday,  10th  April. — a.m.  Blowing  a  gale  ;  unable  to  move. 

P.M.  Gale  moderating  a  little. 

Fifth  Journey. 

Monday,  llth  April  1853 — a.m.  9-30.  Started  to  the  north-westward 
with  one  sledge.  Snow  hardened  by  the  late  gale,  but  very  uneven. 
Crossed  several  dips  in  the  land.  Noon.  Sent  for  second  sledge.  Wind  in 
heavy  gusts,  but  gale  moderating. 

p.m.  2.  Lunched.  Travelled  as  before  noon,  making  moderate  progress 
over  more  level  snow.  Observed  a  herd  of  eight  reindeer.  7-50. 
Encamped.  Cape  Bounty,  N.W.  ^  W.  (comp.),  N.E.  HiU  E.^  N.,  extreme 
west  of  Blue  Hills,  S.S.E.,  Cape  Edwards,  south. 

Sixth  Journey. 

Tuesday,  12th  April  1853. — a.m.  6.45.  Started  with  both  sledges.  A 
herd  of  11  deer  close  to  us.  Travelling  very  heavy  over  stony  ridges. 
11.  Made  sail  to  a  south-easterly  wind.  The  land  is  completely  covered 
with  snow,  excepting  the  tops  of  the  stony  ridges,  which  make  it  difficult  to 
recognize  the  land. 

p.m.  12.30.  Crossed  a  ravine,  and  observed  the  boulder  cairns  built  as  a 
landmark  last  autumn.  1.  Lunched.  2.  Eased  sledges  down  the  side  of  a 
steep  ravine.  On  reaching  the  plain  again  the  wind  freshened,  and  we 
proceeded  at  a  moderate  pace.  Our  bags  and  robes  spread  about  the 
sledge  to-day  have  all  nicely  dried.  6.  Encamped  ;  Table  Hills  bearing 
S.E.  (true)  ;  men  very  much  fagged. 

Seventh  Journey. 

PVednasday,  l^fh  April. — a.m.  The  cooks  observed  three  musk  oxen  and 
several  reindeer  about  the  tent  this  morning.  7- Started  to  the  north-west- 
ward ;  travelling  good,  witli  occasional  ridges.  Found  dragging  the  small 
sledge  very  harassing  work,  having  to  run  about  very  much  to  look  for  the 
l)cst  road.  11.  l*intered  a,  ravine  and  followed  its  course,  which  led  us 
into  the  large  ravine  about  five  miles  from  the  beach.  Travelling  very 
deep  ;  weather  ()ppressiv{^ly  hot,  with  intense  gUire  from  the  snowy  banks  of 
the  ravines. 

I'.M.  I.  Lunched.  2.30.  Double  manned  up  the  side  of  the  main  ravine, 
f).  I<inc!unp(^d  ;  ol)served  s(>veral  musk  oxen  and  reindeer.  The  north  shore 
of  Liddon's  Ciuif  very  distinct.  Found  the  chronometer  had  run  down. 
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Eighth  Journey. 

Thursday,  I4th  April. — a.m.  Obtained  the  following  observations  for 
time,  &c.,  two  miles  from  the  Lagoons  : — 

Morning  observations. 

0 


Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Mecham. 


h.  m. 

s. 

9  9 

10 

38  9 

30 

10 

1.3 

15 

30 

11 

8 

22 

00 

Error 

12 

7 

28 

30 

12 

59 

33 

45 

14 

22 

41 

30 

15 

40 

49 

00 

Wind 
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Longitude  ~  111°  28' 30"  W 


|0  to  centre  Hoopers  Island,  102° 42' 


+  75 
89 
115 


31 
50 
49 


Cape  Edwards 
Cape  Hoppner 

Compass  bearings. 

Cape  Edwards,  S.  12°  30'  E.  Centre  Hooper  Island,  S.  2°  20'  W. 

Eight  tangent  Hooper,  S.  3°  W.  Cape  Beecliey,  S.  26°  E. 

A.M  7.30.  Started ;  travelling  uneven  and  heavy.    Several  reindeer  in  Securing  depot 
sight.    While  sitting  down  on  the  snow,  I  could  plainly  hear  the  lemmings  LunX^'^ 
burrowing  in  the  snow  beneath  me. 

P.M.  12.30.  Arrived  at  the  bank  of  a  ravine  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  Encamped  - 
from  the  beach.  Deposited  here  three  days'  depot  for  our  return  to  Winter  ^-  ^ 
Harbour.  2.  Lunched  on  the  beach.  Found  floe  rather  uneven,  but  much 
improved  since  the  autumn,  being  now  more  filled  with  snow.  4.  Went 
away  with  small  sledge,  and  collected  about  lOOlbs.  coal  in  a  ravine. 
There  appears  to  be  a  large  quantity  of  it  about  the  bed  of  this  ravine,  as 
what  we  found  was  merely  showing  above  the  snow.  7.  Regained  the 
sledges  and  encamped.  Men  complaining  of  sore  faces,  occasioned  by  the 
sharp  winds  of  late. 


10^ 


llih. 
-  12^11. 
-  3  miles. 
6^  miles. 


W.  b.  S. 

In  crossing  the  land  travelled 
9  miles  more  than  we  made 
good. 


West  - 


1  b.e. 


Vble. 


West 


West  - 
On  marcli 
Lunch  - 


9  miles 
Encamped  - 


Ninth  Journey. 

Friday,  15th  April. — a.m.  7-30.  Started  along  the  beach  towards  the 
depot.  Snow  falling  heavily;  wind  coming  down  in  heavy  gusts.  Travelling 
very  heavy  and  difficult.  On  reaching  the  depot  found  the  ice  perfectly 
glassy,  and  so  slippery  that  we  experienced  the  greatest  difficulty  in  travelling. 
P.M.  3.  Lunched.  5.  Arrived  at  the  depot;  pitched,  and  commenced  digging- 
it  up.  Found  it  quite  safe  and  untouched  by  any  animals.  Arranged  11 
days  for  Mr.  Nares'  use,  and  12  days'  depot  for  him  to  bring  up  after 
leaving  me.  Placed  all  the  remainder  on  the  sledge,  which  completed  each  Pranging  depot 
of  us  to  45  days  of  every  article,  besides  a  little  extra  fuel  and  tea.  9-30. 
Encamped. 

Compass  bearings. 
Hooper  s  Island,  N.  W.  h.  W.  West  - 

West  extreme,  S.  b.  E. 
West  Point,  Barry  Bay,  S.  b.  W 

Tenth  Journey. 

Saturday,  l6th  April. — a.m.  7-15.  Started  to  the  N.W.-ward  for  the  -^g^^  . 
west  point  of  Barry  Bay.    Floe  very  uneven  and  slippery,  with  deep  snow. 
Making  very  little  progress. 

p.m.  1.  Lunched,  after  which  proceeded  with  all  hands  on  one  sledge.  On  march  - 
4.30.  Sent  back  for  second  sledge.    7-15.  Encamped,  after  a  most  harassing  " 
day's  work.    Owing  to  the  intense  glare  to-day,  several  men  are  complaining  e  miles  direct, 
of  sore  eyes.    Gave  them  wine  of  opium.    Although  a  bright  sun  is     ^-  ^  m.  calm 
shining,  the  cold,  after  pitching,  became  most  intense. 

At  4.40,  app.  time,  sun  s  bearing  S-  73  W. 
Centre  Hooper's  Island,  opposite  the  sun,  JST.  73  E. 
Hooper's  Island  to  Cape  Edwards,  77°  1 3'. 
Cape  Edwards  to  opposite  Point  Barry  Bay,  44°. 

3  S4 


-  2  cm. 

-5° 


6  c.q.m.s. 


6  c.q.m. 

-  Sib. 

-  ih. 

-  4ih. 

14ih. 

-  west. 

-  94  h. 

-  3  b.c. 


3  b.c- 17° 


-  llih- 

-  ih- 

-  llih- 

-  o.b.c. 

-  33°. 
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On  march   -       -  h. 

2'.V  direct. 
Encamped  -       -  8^ 

East  -  -  -  1  cm. 
Intense  glare. 
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On  inarch 
Lunch- 
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N.W. 


Calm 
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On  march 
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On  march 
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S.E.  i  E.  - 
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-  2  A.M.  10. 


-  121  h. 

-  i  h. 

-  lOi  h. 

5'  good. 


b.c.m.s. 


-  5"  +  1  A.M. 


6^  h. 
14.L  h. 


4  A.M. 

1-5°. 


4  b.c. 


10),  li. 
l.'l  h. 


12  mik'M. 


-  0  cm. 8. 


1<>i;kvi;n'i'[i  JouiiXKy. 

Simdd'ji,  \Tlli'  A'jyril  1853.— a.m.  Men's  eyesrutlier  better.  Spent  a  very 
cold  night.  7-  Started  with  one  sledge.  Weather  very  thick  and  ha;4y, 
making  it  exceedingly  painful  to  tlie  eyes  and  most  difficult  travelling. 
Found  that  leading  made  my  eyes  so  sore,  that  I  was  occasionally  obliged 
to  sit  down  and  cover  them  with  a  handkerchief. 

P.M.  So  many  of  us  almost  disabled  by  snow-blindness,  I  encamped,  and 
determined  to  commence  night  travelling. 

TwKLFTn  Journey. 

P.M.  9.  45.  Started  with  one  sledge,  the  misty  weather  making  the 
travelling  very  difScuit  and  painful  to  the  eyes  ;  bathed  them  in  weak  spirits 
and  water.  John  Weatherall  complained  of  sprained  instep  ;  bandaged  it 
up  with  flannel.  The  snow  is  nearly  knee  deep,  and  ice  very  uneven 
underneath,  which  makes  the  travelling  most  harassing.  While  crossing 
the  mouth  of  Barry  Bay  found  it  ran  to  the  northward  in  two  deep  arms, 
surrounded  with  steep  black  clif?s. 

Monday,  18th  April. — a.m.  1.  Sent  back  for  second  sledge.  Went 
on  to  the  beach  with  it,  where  I  found  the  ice  butted  against  the  cliffs  with 
no  pressure  and  very  little  tide  ridge.  A  more  sloping  beach  commences 
a  little  more  to  the  westward.  The  travelling  gets  better  in  shore.  7-  Sent 
back  for  second  sledge.  11.  Encamped.  We  are  all  affected  to-day  with 
snow-blindness ;  bathed  and  bandaged  them,  which  afforded  temporary 
relief.  Frequent  double  manning  obliged  us  to  travel  twenty  miles  more 
than  we  have  made  good. 

Thirteenth  Journey. 
The  men  very  tired  from  the  exceeding  heavy  travelling  during  the  last 
three  journies.    Two  men  of  "  Perseverance"  snow-blind,  and  several  others 
much  affected.    I  should  have  given  them  a  day's  rest,  but  an  improving 
floe  and  fair  wind  obliged  me  to  proceed. 

Compass  bearings. 

Extreme  point  south  shore  E.  ^  N.        ©  Hooper's  Island       N.N.W.  ^  W. 
Cape  Beechejr  S.E.  i  E.      East  point  north  shore  JST.W.  ^  N. 

9.  Started  over  an  uneven  but  deep  floe.  The  snow  blind  men  I 
directed  to  be  placed  as  rearmost  men  of  the  sledges,  and  to  keep  their 
eyes  bandaged.  As  we  edged  in  for  the  land,  found  it  to  be  deeply  inter- 
sected with  ravines,  but  very  bare  of  vegetation.  On  following  the  trend 
towards  Cape  Beechey,  the  ice  improved  vastly,  and  the  glare  became  less 
painful  as  the  wind  freshened  from  the  eastward. 

Tuesday,  IQth  April. — a.m.  2.  Lunched  and  proceeded  with  sails 
drawing  well.  Opened  a  headland  which  forms  a  bay  between  it  and  Cape 
Beechey,  about  four  miles  across.  The  hummocks  butt  close  against  the 
cliffs,  leaving  a  very  bad  lead  for  the  sledges.  At  this  point  there  is  more 
indication  of  pressure.  3.30.  Encamped.  Extreme  west  point  S.E.  ^  E. 
(compass). 

Fourteenth  Journey. 

P.M.  6.  15.  Started  across  a  bay  upon  hummocky  ice,  but  with  sails 
assisting  us  very  much.  The  land  about  Cape  Beechey  is  of  a  very 
picturesque  character,  particularly  an  immense  bluff  at  the  east  side  of  this 
bay,  its  dark  buttresses  and  pinnacles  contrasting  strangely  with  the  large 
banks  of  snow,  and  give  great  effect  to  the  scene.  Walked  along  the  beach 
and  shot  a  hare.  Observed  two  musk  oxen  clambering  up  an  almost  per- 
pendicular hill.  The  land  is  well  covered  with  vegetation,  and  traces  of 
animals  are  very  numerous. 

The  land  trends  from  (Jape  Beechey  N.W.  &  S.E.  (compass). 

At  the  west  point  of  this  bay  observed  the  following  compass  bearings: 
Point  Kli(!llal)car    I*:.  l)y  N.       ©  Hooper's  Island  N.N.W.  {r  N. 
Cape  Ho])pn(!r       N  Ity  E.  E. 

Wednesday,  20///-  April,.-  a.m.  The  floe  here  is  old  and  liillocky,  with 
smootli  glassy  ice;,  (piite  bare  with  snow.  I'he  sledges  ran  at  a  tremendous 
pace  over  it,  re(|uiring  the  greatest  difficulty  in  managing  them,  as  the 
slippery  surfjicc  ])revented  us  standing,  and  fre(iuently  the  sledge  dragged 
the  wliole  crew  after  it  upon  tlieir  hands  and  knees.    1.  Observed  the 
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coast  run  out  to  a  long  low  point,  appearing  like  an  island.  On  passing  it, 
found  the  coast  ran  about  one  point  more  to  the  westward.  Musk  oxen 
were  seen  occasionallj'^,  but  very  wild.  3.  Encamped  about  one  mile 
from  Cape  Hoare,  and  400  yards  from  the  beach.  Observed  distant  land 
about  one  point  outside  of  us. 

Afternoon  Observations.    Tliermometer  +  2°. 
Meridian  altitude  0  52°  51'   00"        Sun  bore  N.  55°  45'  E. 
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East,  4  c. 
Therm.  - 


0  to  cliff  about  N.  Point  Shellabear  (Harbr.) 
to  another  point  to  the  eastward  of  it 
to  point  of  apparent  island  passed 
Second  Altitude. 
h.3    m.58    S.8  40°  48'  N. 

Compass  bearings  S°  Cliff. 

By  large   j    Cape  Hoare     S.E.  by  E.  1° 
Compass    [   Extreme  west  S.E 

Fifteenth  Journey. 
P.M.  Noon.  Obtained  observations,  8cc.  Found  latitude  by  meridian 
altitude  75^  02'.  Snow  falling  heavily.  6.15.  Started,  steering  S.E.  ^  S. 
(compass)  for  Cape  Hoare.  Landed,  and  found  that  the  table  land  above 
the  beach  was  well  covered  with  grass,  &c.,  with  a  great  many  traces  of 
animals  and  birds.  At  Cape  Hoare  the  land  trends  abruptly  to  the 
northward.  The  table  hills  above  it  form  a  very  prominent  mark.  Unable 
to  see  the  opposite  side  of  the  inlet,  but  observed  a  headland  bearing 
N.N.W.   Hauled  sledge  over  some  very  heavy  hummocks  to  the  westward. 

On  the  weather  clearing,  found  we  were  crossing  a  very  deep  inlet, 
containing  several  bights  and  magnificent  headlands. 

Angles  taken  at  Luncheon  Place. 
Cape  Hoare  N.W.  ^  \V.,  4^  miles. 

Point  Hoare  to  Savage  Head      -       -  -  55° 

Savage  Head  to  Point  Hardy          -  -  11 

,,         to  head  of  Bay       -       -  -  20 

„         Right  tangent,  Hay  Head  -  31 

„         Left  tangent,  ditto         -  -  39 

„         to  Snowy  Point         -  -  46 
„         to  top  of  Mount  Joy  over  "| 

„            Snowy  Point     -         -  j 

Pidgy  Point       -       -  -  "  77 

„         Black  Spot          -           -  -  114 

Black  Spot  to  West  extreme    -       -  -  21 

„         to  Cape  James  Ross          -  -  88 

The  land  to  the  westward  is  low  and  covered  with  snow, 
is  smooth,  but  very  deep  and  heavy. 

Thursdai/,  2lst  AjjriL- — 1.15.  Lunched.  3.30.  Crossed  a  ridge  of 
last  year's  hummocks.  Men  very  much  fagged,  and  complaining  of  sore 
feet.  5.  Encamped.  Cape  James  Ross,  N.E,  b}^  E.  \  E.,  extreme  west 
land,  S.E.  by  E.  \  E.  (compass.) 

SrxTEENTH  Journey. 
P.M.-  x\ngles  taken.    6  P.M. 

©I  to  top  of  Mount  Joy,  83°  54'. 
Top  of  Mount  Joy  to  its  right  tangent 

„  head  of  inlet 

„  centre  of  Hardy  Bluff 

„  N.E.  corner  of  Murray  Inlet 

„  bavage  Head 

,j  East  Creek 

„  Cape  Hoare 

0|  to  westei'n  extreme  of  land 

3  T 


On  march,  10|  h. 
Lunch,  i  h. 
Encamped,  13  h. 


W.N.W.  -  4' 
W.  b.  S.    -  2' 

West        -  U 


1h' 


Cidm,  o.c.ni. 
Therm.  +5°. 


■  20°  during  the  day. 


On  march,  lOf  h. 
Lunch,  \  h. 
Encamped,  13h 
S.E.  L  E.  (comPass)  94', 
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Calm  c.ra.s 
Therm.  +  10° 


East,  1  cm 
Therm.  +  12° 


Travelled,  IHh. 
Lunch,  ^  h. 
Encamped,  12  h. 
E.S.E.       -  4V 
S.E.  -  5 


Lat.  74°  57'  45" 
Var.  118°  15'  E. 
North,  7  c.q. 
Therm.  +5°. 


Calm,  b.c. 
Therm.  3°. 


^■acamped,  48  h.  by 
sickness. 


o.h.c.  ciiliii. 


7.30.  Started.  Floe  perfectly  level,  but  very  lieavy.  Observed 
^nowy  Point  on  with  top  of  Mount  .Joy.  Landed,  and  went  after  a  herd 
of  oxen  laying  asleep,  but  they  started  on  my  Hearing  them.  The  iand  is 
very  deep  with  snow,  and  with  ditKculty  we  could  distinguish  the  difference 
between  it  and  the  ice.  A  pile  of  hummocks,  formed  of  ice  about  nine 
inches  thick,  shows  the  margin  of  the  land, 

Friday,  22d  April. — Travelling  as  before.  Midnight.  Snow  falling 
heavily.  Several  men  with  sore  feet.  Thos.  West  with  blistered  shoulders. 

Seventeenth  Journey. 

P.M.  6.  Started,  steering  E.S.E.  Observed  Spot  Point  on  with  Savage 
Head,  bearing  W.  ^  N.  On  landing,  found  the  ground  very  deep  with 
snow,  but  where  it  was  bare  showing  a  good  deal  of  moss  and  soil. 
Observed  a  herd  of  27  musk  oxen  on  the  distant  hills.  Unable  to  gain  a 
view  to  the  westward.  11.  Rounded  a  point,  and  steered  S.E.  for  an  .  ther 
low  point.  Found  travelling  better  inside  the  hummocks,  of  which  there 
is  a  margin  indicating  heavy  pressure. 

Saturday,  April. — a.m.  1.30.  Lunched.  2.  Proceeded.  .5.30.  Opened 
a  very  high  bluff  bearing  S.S.E.  (compass.)  This  must  be  the 
point  mentioned  as  near  Cape  Smyth.  Between  us  and  it  there  is  a  deep 
bight.  6.  Encamped  upon  the  south-eastern  point  of  it.  Observed 
during  the  day  50  musk  oxen,  but  all  very  wild.  Found  John  Bailey,  of 
"  Perseverance,"  suffering  from  great  swellings  in  his  legs,  with  large  red 
marks,  apparently  severe  sprains.  Bathed  them,  and  applied  bandages  and 
oil  silk. 

180°  0' 

Meridian  altitude  0  55°  2'  15".    Sun's  bearing  N.  61    45  E. 


118    15  var.  E. 


P.M.  Bailey  unable  to  stand  without  assistance.  T.  West  with  a  very 
raw  shoulder.    This  obliged  us  to  remain  encamped. 

Sunday,  '2A.th  April. — a.m.  3.  Walked  over  the  hills  and  shot  a  fine  doe. 
Observed  60  musk  oxen  and  several  ptarmigan.  8.  Sent  crews  away  for 
the  deer.    Bailey's  foot  improving,  but  yet  unable  to  walk. 


Morning  Observations. 
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Found  the  venison  in  excellent 


Laid  out  all  tent  gear,  &c.,  to  dry. 
condition,  and  good  eating. 

j'.M.  12.30.  Started  to  examine  the  land  to  the  northward.  Sent 
two  men  out  shooting,  iiiid  the  rest  to  search  for  dwarf  willow  roots  lor 
fuel.  As  we  proceeded  to  the  noi'thward,  observed  great  numbers  of  musk 
oxen  ;  got  within  shot  of  one  lierd  and  Avounded  a  cow.  The  mantt^ivrcs 
of  these  animals  were  most  intei'esting ;  their  movements  were  conducted 
in  herds  of  about  20,  and  with  the  greatest  precision.    l*\)und  the  inlet  ran 
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up  about  eight  miles,  with  two  arms  branching  off  at  its  head.    The  coast 
becomes  steeper  and  more  barren,  but  in  all  directions  musk  oxen  were  very  East,  e  b.c.q. 
numerous.    Observed  Banks  Land  very  distinctly,  to  which  I  got  compass  Tjierm.-i9°. 
bearings,  but  on  returning  to  the  tent  found  the  needle  had  shifted  a  good 
deal.    The  crews  had  collected  enough  fuel  for  our  use  to-day,  and  had  ^ 
shot  a  fine  musk  bull.    Sent  them  away  for  the  carcase,  which  we  buried    ^^^''^ '"^ 
in  the  hummocks,  after  taking  off  what  we  could  carry, 

Monday,  l^th  April. — a.m.  Found  the  invalid  much  better,  but  several 
men  complaining  of  diarrhoea ;  gave  them  sedative  pills.  n.e.  s  c.q. 

Therm.  10°. 

Eighteenth  Journey. 

Deposited  four  days'  bread  and  meat  for  Nares'  return.  Bailey  much 
improved,  and  able  to  walk  tolerably  well.  7-  Started,  over  a  very  good 
floe,  to  the  westward.  Strong  eddy  winds  ;  the  land  about  here  is  remark- 
able for  the  numerous  table  hills  about  it.  At  9-25  Cape  James  Ross  in 
the  opposite  bearing  to  the  sun.     Floe  of  last  year's  formation,  with  9"  "'^^''^i''  ^^i  h. 

Lunch,  -i-h. 

occasional  old  pieces.  Encamped,  12  h. 

Tuesday,  2&Ji  April. — 1.15,  Observed  point  of  high  land  on  with  north 
point  of  opposite  bay,  bearing  N,  b.  E,  Lunched,  1.20.  "Went  to  the 
shore.  Found  immense  hummocks  close  against  the  beach.  Tried  to 
climb  the  hill,  but  could  not  succeed.  Opened  a  magnificent  headland 
(Cape  Smyth)  about  5'  distant,  and  high  land  about  35  miles  distant,  to 
the  W.N,W,  The  floes  here  are  quite  young,  and  with  so  little  snow  upon 
them  that  we  found  difficulty  in  finding  enough  to  insure  its  freshness.  i*'ast,  i  b.c. 
Bailey  this  morning  is  complaining ;  I  therefore  encamped.  Therm.  -  lo'' 

Trend  of  coast  from  Cape  Smyth  to  Warrington  Bay,  S.  b.  W.  Western 
point,  S.  ^  W,    Observed  Banks  Land  from  the  floe. 

Nineteenth  Journey. 

P.M.  Bailey's  legs  very  sore  and  much  inflamed.    Divided  weie-hts,  and  S?^^''  ^-^^  ^ 
proceeded  with  him  upon  the  sledge. 

At  9h.  app.  time,  oj  to  Brackish  Point,  6° 

to  Cape  Cyclops,  14°  15' 
to  west  extreme,  22°  39' 
Travelling  good  over  young  ice,  with  occasional  ridges ;  pressed  up. 
1 1 .  The  travelling  became  deeper  and  more  uneven.    The  bluff  has  from 
here  a  magnificent  appearance.  Cahn,  4'' 

Wednesday,  27th  April. — a.m.  1.30.  Lunched.  2.30.  Crossed  a  very  Oamaruh,  ih  h. 
high  ridge  of  pressure.    Warrington  Bay  appears  to  be  very  full  of  Encamped,' i2ih. 

very  large  hummocks.    Observed  ptarmigan  occasionally  fly  past  from  w.n.w.  13  miles, 
the  southward.     About  the  high  lands  there  seems  to  be  very  little 
vegetation,  but  the  country  round  the  bay  is  sloping,  and  apparently 
favourable  for  game. 

5.45.  Encamped.    Point  Colpays  at  h  E,'  Caim,  +10° 

Twentieth  Journey. 

P.M.  Bailey  is  to-day  able  to  walk  beside  the  sledge.  5.30.  Started  to 
the  W.N.W.  along  a  high  range  of  steep  cliffs.  On  landing  found  the  ice 
butted  against  the  cliffs  with  immense  pressure,  leaving  no  room  even  to 
walk  along  the  beach.  Observed  several  fox  tracks  and  three  musk  oxen. 
Found  travelling  better  close  outside  the  hummocks.  The  cliffs  are  about 
400  feet  high,  and  fall  back  at  about  an  angle  of  12°  from  the  perpendicular. 
The  soil  is  loose  and  muddy,  which  has  already  stained  the  snow  by  its 
thawing  at  noon. 

Thursday,  28th  April. — 1.30.  Lunched,  and  proceeded  close  along 
the  beach  upon  very  young  ice.    4,  Came  to  immense  hummocks,  with 
patches  of  very  old  ice.    The  only  apparent  passage  is  by  going  some  on  march  11  h 
distance  to  the  southward,  outside  the  heaviest  pressure.     Tried  at  some  Lunch,  ih. 
points,  but  they  are  perfectly  impassable  for  our  sledges.    6.  Encamped ;  w!n.w.^u|  miks 
opened  another  headland  to  the  N.W,     This  afternoon  we  have  been  Vbie.  4  b.  e.  +15' 
obliged  to  carry  Bailey  on  the  sledge. 
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iJournal  of 
Lieutenant  Mecham. 
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TWENTY-FIIIST  JoUUNEY. 

6.15.  Bailey  able  to  walk  by  tlic  sledge;  started.  Mr.  Nares  went  in 
shore  but  could  find  no  passngc.  Pj-occeded  al)out  half  a  mile  dLstant, 
picking  our  way  through  the  smallest  liuniniocks.  9-  Observed  appearances 
of  land  to  the  north-eastward.  As  we  advance,  Melville  Island  appears  to 
turn  sharp  to  the  northward.  Went  to  the  land,  and  climbed  up  the  liighcst 
cliffs  and  obtained  an  excellent  viev/.  Objects  much  refracted,  which 
prevents  my  seeing  the  correct  shape  of  the  new  land,  but  it  apparently 
extends  far  to  the  northward  and  eastward.  The  south  extreme  turns  to 
the  westward. 


Friday,  29ifA  April  1853. 

12.30.  jO  to  north  extreme  new  land 
At  1.25.  ]0  to  ap^mrently  nearest  point 
to  South  Table  Hill 


19'  17' 
38  9 
62  43 


The  new  land  has  several  curious  shaped  hills,  and  with  a  sloping  country; 
the  coast  w^e  are  now  upon  turns  sharp  to  the  north-eastward.  Could  see 
the  sledges  entangled  among  most  intricate  and  heavy  hummocks,  and  with 
no  appearance  of  getting  a  better  road  until  round  this  cape.  The  pack 
gradually  leaves  this  land  and  stretches  over  tow^ards  that  to  the  westvvard. 
Immense  hummocks  are  driven  upon  the  beach,  not  leaving  sufficient  room 
for  a  single  person  to  walk  between  them  and  the  cliffs.  Several  solid 
blocks  of  ice,  deeply  furrowed  by  the  thaw  of  many  summers,  lean  against 
the  rocks  ;  doubtless  they  are  fragments  from  the  Polar  pack  to  the  south- 
westward  The  land  here  has  very  httle  vegetation  upon  it,  but  traces 
of  musk  oxen  and  reindeer  are  numerous.  At  6.15.  hauled  inside 
hummocks,  and  encamped  upon  a  low^  beach.  I  was  much  amused  at  the 
remarks  made  in  the  tent  after  Ave  were  pitched  :  I  could  not  but  agree  with 
many  of  them.  Firstly,  that  it  was  almost  impossible  for  seven  men  with  care 
to  break  one  of  our  sledges.  They  also  seemed  well  pleased  with  their 
day's  work.  It  has  certainly,  under  the  circumstances,  been  the  best  day's 
travelling  I  have  ever  seen. 
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TvvI';n  i'v-,si;('()Nn  JouiiNicv. 
I'.M.  Deposited  lecords,  &c.,  stating  my  intention  to  pi-occed  direct  to 
the  new  land.     Started  (7.'30.)  along  the  land,  steering  N.  by  E.  to  clear 
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the  heaviest  hummocks.    Went  up  a  hill  and  took  angles  }y  mile  N.E.  of      ^    Journal  of 

,       T?  i.     4.  cili/  o  Lieutenant  Mecham. 

encampment.    Jirror,  sextant  2b — .   

h.  m. 

8  15  0|  to  N.  extreme  of  new  land  district       -    73"  43' 

to  nearest  point  of  highest  land  -    35  14 

Nearest  point  to  Table  Hill  point        -  -  -    27  40 

to  western  extreme  -  -       -       -  3500 

The  trend  of  coast  between  nearest  point  and  Table  Hills  is  about  N.E. 
and  S.W. 

Struck  out  from  the  beach  to  skirt  the  pack  edge  ;  travelling  very  heavy, 
Avith  several  awkward  holes,  causing  great  labour  and  detention.  George 
Kelly  was  attacked  with  severe  cramp  in  the  stomach.    Warmed  a  little  On  march,  lo  h. 
spirit  and  water,  and  gave  a  few  drops  of  laudanum.    This  not  easing  him,  Encaniped' isjl  h 
left  Mr.  Narcs'  crew  with  tent  pitched,  and  kettles  preparing  hot  water,  n.w.  .v  w.  7  miles. 
Went  on  with  "  Discovery."  Midnight ;  observed  that  the  sun  did  not  set. 

Saturday,  SOth  Ap7'il. — 2.  Lunched.  Travelling  over  patches  of  very  old 
ice,  much  worn  and  uneven,  observed  a  deep  inlet  between  Haycock  Bluff 
and  the  N.W.  point  of  land  left.  5.15.  "  Perseverance"  joined  company, 
Kelly  having  recovered.  5.30.  Encamped;  men  much  fagged  by  the  KE.2b.c. 
difficult  travelling  the  last  two  days.  There  is  a  remarkable  hill  about  four 
miles  to  the  northward  of  our  last  camp,  much  resembling  a  haycock. 

Last  encampment  -  N.  57°  E. 
Table  Hill  (new  land)     S.    6  W. 

Twenty-third  Journey. 

7.  Started,  steering  S.W.  (compass.)  9-30.  Opened  land  to  the  N.N.E.  Seim+io^. 
of  N.W.  point.     The  floe  better  than  yesterday.     1 1 .  Altered  course  to 
S.W.    Observed  a  ptarmigan  fly  past  to  the  north-westward.     Mr.  Nares' 
crew  all  suffering  from  diarrhoea  ;  tried  change  of  diet  and  medicine  without 
any  favourable  change.     Objects  so  much  refracted  that  it  is  difficult  to  Therm.  5'^ 
make  out  the  shape  of  the  land. 

Sunday,  \st  Observed  the  bottom  of  Resolute  Bay,  as  if  it  was  a  JunXsom" 

separate  land.    The  distant  point  beyond  (Point  Humphries)  looks  like  an  Encamped,  "ish.  30m. 
island.    The  distance  of  the  new  land  to  the  Avestward  is  very  deceiving ;  at  ^^^^1^-'  ^* 
times  it  appears  two  miles  off,  and  at  others  12' or  14'. 

At  6  A.M. 

|0  to  Castle  Point 

to  Table  Hill  Point  (       )  -  -         -    46  35  Mer.  Alt.°59  °  8' 15" 

to  Spit  Point         .-  -  -  -  -    59  46  Lat.  75°  25' N. 

Spit  Point  to  Immmocks 
Hummocks  to  S.W.  Cape 
S.  W  Cape  to  encampment  (29th) 

to  Haycock  Bluff  - 

to  Kelly  Point       _       .       -  _ 

to  S.E.,  corner  of  Resolute  Bay 

to  N.E     „  ,,  - 

to  North  Point  of  Bay 

to  Point  Humphries 

to  Low  Point  (beyond) 
Haycock  Bluff  to  extreme  N.W.  land 

to  indistinct  extreme  of  new  land 

to  extreme  north  point  distinct 

The  land  to  the  northward  of  Point  Humphries  seems  to  be  a  separate 
land  or  the  north  side  of  a  deep  bight. 

Twenty-fourth  Journey. 

„  -         .  .  North,  1  b.c. 

6.30.  Started,  steering   for  Point  Petoural.    Floe  nnprovmg  as  we  Therm.  +10 
near  the  land,  and  becoming  apparently  younger.    Midnight;  pushed  on  in 
advance  to  view  the  land. 

Monday,  2d  May. — 1.30.  p.m.  Reached  the  land  and  ascended  the  hills. 
Tound  it  to  be  about  90  feet  above  the  ice.   The  coast  after  rounding  Point 
Petoural  trends  to  north-westward,  and  turns  gradually  more  to  the  northward. 
It  has  now  the  appearance  of  an  island.    Heavy  pressure  rests  against  the  Oa  march,  lo^  h. 
beach,  with  pack  in  every  direction  to  seaward.    The  extreme  of  opposite  I'unch,  -\  h. 
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Encanif  e3,  13  li. 
W.K  W,  Similes. 


Calm,  2°. 


coast  looks  like  a  different  land,  and  a])|)cars  as  if  it  formed  an  island  of  the 
land  between  it  and  Resolute  Inlet.  I'^ither  this  or  a  deep  bight.  ''J'hc 
land  here  is  of  a  black  mould,  and  much  softened  by  the  melted  snow.  Saw 
a  few  traces  of  musk  oxen  and  shot  six  ptarmij^an.  Should  this  be  a  group 
of  islands  it  will  make  some  difference  in  the  arrangements  of  my  depots,  as 
I  should  prefer  returning  by  a  different  route,  therefore  completed  to  42  days, 
leaving  Mr.  Nares  three  days  to  deposit  for  me  at  Cape  Ilussell.  b.'M). 
Encamped.    Too  much  refraction  to  obtain  angles. 

TwKNTy-FfFTII  JOUUNEY. 
Angles  iit  Encampment,  7  P.M. 
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7-  Started,  leaving  Mr.  Nares'  tent  pitched,  with  two  of  his  men  to 
erect  a  cairn  and  deposit  records.  Travelled  along  the  land  inside  the 
beach  hummocks.  Travelling  very  deep  and  uneven.  Tried  to  gain  a  view 
of  land,  but  low  hills  constantly  intercepted  my  view.  I  now  observed  that 
the  angles  taken  to  this  land  from  C.  Russell  were  to  the  hills  inland,  which 
accounts  for  their  making  the  distance  across  so  much  greater  than  ^ye 
found  it. 

Tuesday/,  3d  May. — Rejoined  sledges,  being  unable  to  gain  any  view.  2.. 30. 
Lunched.  3.  Parted  company  with  Mr.  Nares  and  crew,  having  given  him 
directions  to  proceed  to  Cape  Hoppner,  bring  up  my  depot  to  Cape  Smyth,  and 
transport  the  cart  over  the  land  from  Winter  Harbour.  Proceeded  along 
the  beach  inside  the  grounded  ice.  5.30.  Encamped.  From  a  hill  near 
us  I  could  obtain  a  view  to  the  westward. 

Point  Petoural  bearing  North  (compass). 

Twenty-sixth  Journey. 

7.  Started  along  the  land  upon  the  beach,  which  was  deeply  covered  with 
snow.  Having  frequently  to  haul  the  sledge  over  rises  in  the  beach,  made 
the  travelling  very  heavy.  It  is  here  lined  with  immense  blocks  of  old  ice 
with  pack  in  all  directions  outside. 

Wednesdmj,  Af.h  May. — 2.30.  Lunched.  3.  Proceeded,  went  up  a  hill  to 
examine  the  land,  &c.  Found  it  turn  to  the  northward,  and  became  almost 
perpendicular.  The  land  is  nearly  all  of  deep  soil  with  very  little  vegetation, 
and  but  few  traces  of  animals.  On  looking  over  the  clifl',  I  found  that  the  ice 
was  driven  against  them  with  great  pressure,  leaving  no  passage  for  the  sledge. 
Hailed  them  to  try  to  get  over  the  hummocks.  This  they  succeeded  in  doing 
after  great  labour.  The  ice  outside  is  full  of  large  holes  and  cracks  hidden  by 
the  snow,  into  which  the  sledge  was  constantly  tumbling,  greatly  endangering 
the  runners.  Discovered  more  land  to  the  westward  about  17  miles  distant, 
which  by  the  numerous  gaps  appears  like  a  chain  of  islands. 


At  4.20,  lO  to  Gape  Russell  - 

4.20.  |0  to  distant  point  north  land 

|0  to  a  ga]) 
jO  to  next  point 
|0  to  ncnrost  point 
10  to  left  tauf^'cnt  n(>ai'eHt  land 

Loft  tangent  to  wcsstern  extreme 


-  fi.<)' 

-  55 

-  (51 

-  67 

-  82 

-  112 
_  9f; 


45' 
00 
40 
00 
22 
00 
6 


l''rom  the  nearest  ])oint  tlie  kind  appears  to  trend  to  the  north-east,  and 
can  be  traced  with  a  glass  very  distinct  round  the  horizon,  until  intercepted 
by  this  land  about  north-cast.  There  is  a  deep  gaj)  between  the  left 
tangent  fuul  west  extreme    (1.  Encamped. 


(    615  f) 


h.   m.  s. 

7    19  15 

20  SO 

21  50 
23  45 
23  5 


Morning  Orseevations. 

°      '      "  h.  m.  s. 

3i    21    30  7    26  55   N.  11  40  W. 

30    45  28  00  „  10  00  „ 

40    00  28  40  „  10  20  „ 

55    00  29  20  „  11  40  „ 

35      4    00  29  58  „  10  00  „ 


Journal  ol 
Lieutenant  Meacham. 


2d.  Altitude. 
7h.  34m.  55s.  36°  17'  45" 


Mer.  Alt.    60°  35'  00" 
Latitude.    75°  36'  4"     K  74°  E. 
Variation,  106°  E. 


Twenty-seventh  Journey. 

6.30.  Started,  picking  our  road  amongst  heavy  thrown  up  masses.  Wind  North,  s  cq. 
increasing  with  tliick  snow-drift.    A  north  course  takes  us  along  the  land  • 
with  the  best  road,  and  I  am  in  hopes  it  will  put  me  in  a  good  position  for  On  march,  iih. 
viewing  the  land  to  the  northward  on  the  weather  clearing.    Floe  very  old  Encamptd^'iaih 
and  full  of  enormous  hummocks.    There  are  several  remarkable  hills  about 
this  land,  and  principally  of  table  tops.  ^^^^^^  ^.^^^ 

Thursday,  bth  May. — a.m.  3.  Lunched.  Weather  exceedingly  cold.  Ice  North,  r  c.q.'*^^' 
very  old  and  uneven.    6.  Encamped.  Ther.  -  io°. 

Twenty-eighth  Journey. 

7.30.  Started  to  the  N,W.,  unable  to  see  anything  around  except  the  7  ^  ^ 
large  hillocks  of  ice,  which  loom  through  the  snow-drift,  appearing  like  Ther. -10°. 
land.    Wind  exceedingly  sharp,  travelling  very  unpleasant  and  heavy.         On  march,  10  h  . 

Friday,  &h  May. — 2.30.  Lunched.    Crossed  during  this  and  yesterday  ]^|J^am  * d ' i3  h 
several  tracks  of  reindeer  traveUing  to  the  westward.    4.  Observed  land        ^  ' 
ahead,  and  apparently  a  round  high  island.  6.  Encamped. 

Compass  Bearings. 


N.W. 
N.W.  -. 


W 


-} 


8^  miles. 


Point  Callaghan 

Martello  Head  - 

Sugar  Loaf  Hill 

Extreme  of  new  land  (dist.) 

O  round  island 

Point  Hay 


N.  39  W. 
K  34  E. 
N".  4E. 
N.  87  W. 
S.  77  W. 
S.  47  W. 


N.N.E.  5  c.q. 


At  4.40  P.M. 


Twenty-ninth  Journey. 

I O  to  Cape  Nares  _  _  _ 

Cape  Nares  to  Martello  _       .  _ 

Martello  Hill  to  Sugar  Loaf 

,,  to  Port  Callaghan 

to  extreme  of  that  land 
Sugar  Loaf  to  N.  extreme  of  Patrick  Land  - 
„        to  right  tangent  Round  Island  - 
„        to  left  tangent  „ 
Left  tangent  to  Cape  Hay       _       -  _ 
to  West  extreme  seen 


80° 
13 
40 
75 
80 
187 
102 
07 
26 
90 


40' 

2 

5] 

52 

28 

35 

38 

5 

51 
45 


West,  12  miles. 


I  was  enabled  to  gain  a  good  view  to  the  northward  at  starting,  but  On  march,  11  h. 
the  refraction  prevented  my  distinguishing  the  shape  or  trend  of  the  Encamped  lUh 
land.  I  therefore  sent  sledge  on  to  the  westward,  and  went  myself  to  the 
highest  land  to  ascertain  the  best  position  for  a  depot  for  the  search  to 
the  northward  on  my  return.  At  an  elevation  of  about  500  feet  above 
Cape  Hay,  I  could  observe  that  this  land  turned  more  to  the  eastward, 
but  the  strong  wind  and  haze  prevented  my  seeing  any  further.  The  land 
along  the  beach  is  level,  and  now  very  deep  with  snow,  but  appears 
favourable  for  game  in  summer. 

Saturday,  ^tli  May. — a.m.  2.  Rejoined  sledge.  2.30.  Lunched.  Travelling 
rather  better.  6.30.  Encamped  in  the  centre  of  a  bay,  and  prepared  an 
eight  day  depot  for  depositing  to-morrow  for  the  search  to  the  N.E.  on 
my  return.  Packed  up  all  our  warm  clothing  not  required,  also  second  Caim,  h.c. 
pairs  of  boots,  so  that  our  sledge  will  be  lightened  about  290  lbs.  Weather 
very  warm,  with  a  great  deal  of  refraction. 

Mer.  alt.       0  61°  47'  15"  \ 
Index  error      —     1  40  J 
3  T  4 


Lat.  75°  50'  4"  N. 


(  rA6  ) 


N.W.  3  b.c.ni. 
Ther.  + 


On  niarcli,  10.\  h. 
TiUncli,  ^  h. 
Encainpec',  15  h. 
Securing  depot,  Ih.  40m. 


AVest 
N 


North,  4  cm. 


North  4  o.c. 


On  march,  8  hours :  1 2  miles. 
Encamped,  13ih. 


Calm,  o.c. 


N.W.  3  cm. 
Ther.  +  10°. 
On  maicl),  10  'f  li. 
Lunch,  h. 
Encamped,  13 1  h. 

R.W.  84  miles. 
N.W.  4  c.m.H. 


N.W.  7  c.t|. 
'I'hcr.  +  10'^ 


llci.vy  drift. 


On  triarch,  Hi  li. 
lyuni'li,  I,  )i. 

l'',ur;\ut\)i-<\,  ) :',},  li. 


TlIIRTIETII  JOURNKY. 

p.ivi.  C.  Went  to  the  land  with  small  sledge,  and  buried  the  eight  day 
depot  and  elothes.  7  40.  llcjoined  sledge,  and  proceeded  along  the  land  to 
the  southward  and  westward.  Snow  very  deep,  weather  very  thick,  several 
ranges  of  heavy  hummocks  impeding  our  progress, 

fS//nda;ij,  8th  May. — 3.  Lunched.  The  land  suddenly  turneri  to  the 
northward,  forming  apparently  a  deep  inlet.  The  weather  too  thick  to 
gain  any  view  of  it.  I  therefore  proceeded  along  the  land  to  the  north- 
ward ;  found  here  a  few  small  pieces  of  coal.  The  land  becomes  high  and 
steep  here.  5.45.  Rejoined  the  sledge  and  encamped.  At  this  point  I  am 
a  good  deal  puzzled  how  to  proceed,  as  the  weather  has  been  so  thick  since 
this  land  was  discerned,  that  I  am  now  quite  ignorant  of  its  shape  or 
character  beyond  me. 

Thirty-first  Journey. 

P.M.  The  weather  being  now  quite  clear,  and  not  being  able  to  see  any 
land  at  the  top  of  this  channel,  I  determined  to  leave  the  tent  pitched  and 
proceed  myself  to  the  northward  along  the  land,  in  hopes  of  being  able  to 
see  the  best  route  to  follow  with  the  sledge.  On  landing,  I  shot  a  fine 
doe.  On  reaching  the  top  of  the  land,  I  could  see  that  it  opened  out  con- 
siderably to  the  northward,  and  distant  land  stretched  across.  The 
walking  was  very  uneven,  over  large  stones. 

Mondaj/,  ^fh  May. — 2.  I  had  noAv  gained  a  good  position  for  a  view,  and 
could  observe  the  land,  on  the  opposite  side,  sweep  round  and  run  to  the 
eastward  about  ]  5  miles  to  the  northward.  This  shore  also  turns  to  the 
eastward  about  10  miles  up,  and  becomes  so  low  that  I  cannot  make  out 
whether  it  is  the  floe  or  an  extensive  plain.  1  therefore  determined  to 
proceed  to  the  westward  along  the  south  shore,  and  examine  this  on  my 
return.  5.30.  Returned  to  tent  and  sent  crew  for  the  deer,  and  to  deposit  a 
record,  wherein  I  mentioned  my  intended  proceedings. 


Morning  Observations. 

6.30.  P.M.  0 1  to  Staley  Bluff    -  -  -  - 

Coal  Point  to  Reindeer  ditto   -  -  - 

Reindeer  Bluff  to  Staley  Bluff 
Staley  Bluff  to  Point  Rogers 

,,        to  Point  Hillock       -  _  _ 

to  mark  on  western  shore 
to  Point  Pressure       -  -  - 

to  Cape  Nares  from  top  of  Reindeer  Bluff 
-     -     5r    34'  00" 


Ol 
4s. 

20 


At  4.15.  A.M, 

9h.  30m. 

0  31 

0    33  .5 
1 0  to  Staley  Point 

9h.  36m.  40s.  - 


85° 
82 
12 
21 
35 
87 
132 
71 


40' 
51 
29 
1 

42 
22 
35 
42 


42  15 
52  15 


124  24       by  compass  S.  82"  W. 


41  00 


52  39    15   second  altitude. 


Thirty-second  Journey. 


P.M.  7-  Started,  steering  S.W.  by  W.  for  the  extreme  point  of  opposite 
land.  'IVavelling  very  heavy.  Snow  deep,  with  a  great  many  large  holes. 
Could  see  no  land  or  gain  any  vicAv.  Midnight ;  came  to  heavy  pack, 
followed  edge  round. 

Tuesdaij,  \Qfli  Mail.—?).  Lunched,  made  sail,  snow  falling  heavily. 
Drift  flying.  4.30.  Became  entangled  amongst  heavy  hummocks  and 
deep  snow.    5.45.  Encamped. 

Thirty-third  Journey. 

P.M.  7- 40.  Started  along  the  beach.  Went  upon  the  hills  to  try  to  gain 
a  view.  Traces  of  musk  oxen  are  here  very  numei  ous.  9-  Found  the  land 
turn  abruptly  to  the  westward,  with  the  pack  heavily  piled  against  the 
face  of  the  laiid.  The  only  lead  I  could  perceive  was  about  two  and  a  half 
miles  oH"  the  hind.  Rejoined  the  sk'dge  and  struck  oif  into  the  pack 
wh(!r(;  we  found  most  horrible  travelling.  The  ice  here  is  (piite  young, 
and  tlic  pack  cvifhuitly  formed  of  last  year's  ice. 

H^'cdncsdaij  W/h  Ma//. —  a. m, '2.  Lunched.  The  steep  land  extends  for 
about  three  miles,  it  then  gets  low,  but  with  heavier  and  older  pack  driven 


(    •^>i7  ) 


upon  it.     Passed  some  enormous  pieces  of  floe  laying-  against  the  cliffs,  r=:v  direct, 
vsith  occasional  caverns  under  them.     After  lunch,  attempted  to  reach  the 
beach,  as  there  is  no  possibility  of  proceeding  further  in  this  direction. 
The  hummocks  are  so- high  that  I  was  hardly  able  to  climb  them  alone. 
Crossed  some  very  awkward  chasms  in  the  ice,  endangering  the  sledge  ^.w.  4  cq. 
very  much.    In  one  of  these  I  was  obliged  to  remain  about  a  quarter  of 
an  hour,  unable  to  get  out.    It  formed  a  regular  passage  under  the  ice. 
On  reaching  the  beach  found  there  was  not  even  room  to  get  the  sledge 
along  between  it  and  the  pck.    4.30.  Encamped.    Shot  a  hare. 
Mer.  Alt.  O  64°  5'  15"  75^  W  47"  latitude  N. 

t  Thirty-fourth  Journey. 

6.  Loaded  sledge  with  half  the  traps,  and  tried  to  get  over  the  hummocks 
to  the  offing,  but  was  obliged  to  return  to  the  land  and  proceed  along  the  n.w.  6  cq.s. 
beach.  To  effect  this  we  were  obliged  to  divide  the  crew,  keeping  half  of         ^ " 
them  on  the  drag  ropes  and  the  remainder  footing  it  off  as  the  others  pulled. 
A  perfect  wall  of  ice  lines  the  beach  about  fifty  feet  high,  and  is  so  close 
that  the  beach  meets  it  at  an  angle  of  about  20".    This  was  of  course  most 
fagging  work,  and  distressed  the  men  verj^  much.    1  started  to  the  north- 
ward over  land,  and  observed  the  coast  to  turn  to  the  northward,  sweeping 
into  a  deep  ba}^    Discovered  land  to  the  westAvard,  about  tvventy  miles 
distant.    This  land  appears  as  if  it  joined  Walker  Inlet.     The  pack  edge 
extends  to  the  westward  from  this  point.    Saw  a  herd  of  six  reindeer  that  ^ 
followed  me  wherever  I  went. 

Angles  taken  one  and  a  half  miles  N.E.  of  last  encampment : 

10.45.  P.M.  10  to  left  tangent  west  land       -  -  -52°  5'  On  march,  ii  h. 

Snn  over  west  point  of  Wolley  Bay.  Limch,  \  ii. 

At  11.15     O I  to  a  hill  -         -         -        ^  -         -  72  4-2  Encamped,  1 3. U. 

Hill  to  Maitello  Head  -  -  -  45  25  7  miles ;  4  direct. 

At  11.45    ©[  to  Black  spot        -       -       -       -       -       -  54  20 

Black  spot  to  Point  Puzzle      -  -  -  33  41 

Point  Puzzle  to  right  tangent  low  point  on  with  receding  \     ^  ^j, 

land  in  Wolley  Bay         -         -         -  / 
Point  Puzzle  to  west  point  of  Wolley  Bay  -       -        -  25  17 

Thursday^  \2th  May  —  2.  Rejoined  sledge,  and  found  they  had  passed  the 
difficulties  and  were  travelling  along  the  land  to  N.E.    Struck  off  the  land  jj^y  3  ^ 
upon  an  uneven  and  deep  floe  to  the  westward.    Found  nineteen  rivets 
broken  in  the  sledge  runners.    .5.30.  Encamped. 

Point  left        _       ,       -       -  -       -  N  E. 

West  point  of  Wolley  Bay         _  -  .  AVest. 

Thirty-fifth  Journey. 

P.M.  7-  Started,  steering  N.W.  by  W.  Floe  veiy  old,  with  innnense  hum- 
mocks, followed  edge  of  pack  close  round.  The  land  ahead  appears  in  low  2"^™^^^^' ^J,' 
and  disconnected  patches,  and  at  times  looks  quite  close  on  account  of  the  w.n.w,  5'iaiies. 
gloomy  state  of  the  atmosphere.  The  enormous  hillocks  about  us  have 
nmch  the  appearance  of  land,  being  of  a  deep  blue  colour.  Observed  the 
sledge  had  my  recal  signal  up.  Found  Charles  Nisbet  was  taken  very  ill 
with  cramp  in  his  stomach  and  violent  retchings.  Pitched,  and  prepared 
three  days'  provisions  for  five  men  on  small  sledge.  This  appears  to  be  the 
termination  of  the  western  land,  and  should  it  prove  to  be  a  number  of  low 
islands,  as  it  now  seems  to  be,  I  shall,  I  hope,  be  able  to  examine  them  with 
this  sledge,  and  be  able  to  steer  to  the  northward  afterwards,  clear  of  the 
pack,  which  appears  to  be  very  heavy  to  the  westward. 

Friday,  \2)th  May — Charles  Nisbet  in  very  great  pain,  and  unable  to  Calm,  b.c.m. 
keep  anything  on  his  stomach ;  gave  him  laudanum,  warm  tea,  and  applied 
warm  water  in  bottles  to  his  stomach. 

Thirty-sixth  Journey. 

P.M.  Nisbet  this  morning  is  much  relieved,  but  very  weak  and  suffering  East,  1  b.c. 
from  severe  headache.  8h.  Having  packed  small  sledge  with  light  travelling 
\  gear,  started  with  four  men  and  the  dog,  skirting  the  heavy  pack  to  the 
westward.  10.  On  getting  a  good  view  from  the  top  of  a  hummock,  I 
found  the  land  to  the  westward  to  be  continuous,  and  connected  with  that 
left ;  the  heavy  pack  thrown  up  on  this  side  of  it  gave  it  the  appearance 
III.  3  U 


Journal  of  of  isiaiids.    It  Will  tlicrcforc  be  iieccxsary  to  ao  to  it  vvitli  iart't:  sledue, 

  Took  my  day's  ])r()Visions,  and  sent  small  sledge  l)aek,  tind  started  to  the 

N.I'j.-ward  to  explore  the  bay,  &c.  in  that  direetion. 

Hdtarddy,  lAfk  Mmj. — 2.  30.  I^anded,  and  aseended  the  highest  liill, 
from  which  I  observed  that  I  was  u[)on  the  west  side  of  a  large  f;ay  running 
in  the  direction  of  Walker  Inlet.  The  mist  and  drift  was  too  thick  to 
enable  me  to  gain  a  very  satisfactory  view.    Shot  four  ptarmigan. 

2  A.M.-  Tent  5'  to  soutlnvard  of  sun  h  slia'low,  disfcaiice  7  niilft.s. 
jO  to  Cairn  Hill,  on  with  bi;.;;ht  in  the  Bay  y9''.30' 
Cairn  Hill  to  northward  of  Bay       -         -    -■Jl  19 
to  bottom  of  South  Bay  -       -    78  10 
South  Bay  to  Point  of  Giant  k  Causeway    -    2.'i  88 
Rambled  over  the  hills  to  the  ISi.W.-ward,  and  saw  seven  reindeer  and 
On  march,  12,  horns  i  25  miles,  a  great  maiiy  ptarmigan.    Ihe  latter  are  here  in  very  great  numbers.  I 

found  several  had  dag  holes  to  shelter  themselves  from  the  wind.  There 
is  not  much  vegetation  about  the  land,  bat  that  at  the  head  of  the  bay 
seems  more  favourable  for  game.  Followed  the  land  to  the  N.W.-ward, 
and  crossed  several  deep  valleys  with  high  snow  banks.  In  one  of  these  I 
found  capital  shelter,  where  I  lunched  and  intended  to  rest  for  a  short 
time,  but  the  wind  and  drift  increased  so  much  that  I  found  it  necessary 
to  start  direct  for  the  tent.  On  reaching  the  floe  I  found  it  was  blowing 
a  strong  gale  with  a  blinding  snow-drift.  The  travelling  was  heavy,  and 
I  was  very  tired,  having  lost  the  direction  of  the  tent ;  these  combined, 
made  my  position,  far  from  an  enviable  one.  At  8,  after  searching  in 
several  directions,  I  found  the  tent.  I  was  glad  to  hear  Nisbet  was  very 
much  better,  so  that  we  shall  be  able  to  proceed  to-night. 

Thirty  se;venth  Journey. 


Encamped,  IH  h. 


S.E.  8  c.q. 
Ther.  +  5°. 


S.E.  8  to  10  c.q.  (drift.) 


S.E.  7  c.q. 

Ther.  +10°.  Cdrift. 

On  march,  12;^h. 
Lunch,  \  li. 
Encamped,  12  h. 

West,  14  miles. 
Easterly,  5  cm.  (drift.) 


S.E.  4  c.m.s. 
Ther.  +  15°. 


On  march,  (0^  h. 
Lunch,  4  h. 
Encamped,  \-2'i  h. 

W.N.W.  3i  miles;  N.W.  3i 


Calm,  o.c.m. 


Bouth,  4  cm.  (drift.) 


P.M.  8.  Started  with  sail  set,  skirting  the  heaviest  hummocks  to  the 
Avestward.  The  pack  here  is  much  older  than  any  I  have  yet  seen,  the 
huge  masses  thrown  up  appearing  through  the  drift  like  land.  We  should 
have  found  great  difficulty  in  travelling  over  this  ice,  had  we  not  been 
favoured  with  this  wind,  which  carried  us  along  at  a  good  pace. 

Sunday,  15th  May. — Caught  an  occasional  glimpse  of  the  land  ahead  as 
we  neared  it.  The  pack  close  to  the  land  appears  to  be  younger,  with  less 
snow  upon  it,  but  there  are  several  large  masses  of  old  ice  either  aground 
or  else  frozen  in  here.    6.45.  Reached  the  beach  and  encamped. 

Thirty-eighth  Journey. 

P.M.  7-  Started.  Floe  very  soft  and  damp,  everything  covered  with  ice, 
as  the  snow  had  thawed  during  the  day  as  it  fell.  Landed,  and  found  some 
wood  partly  baried,  about  ninety  feet  above  the  ice.  There  is  a  con- 
siderable quantity  aboat  the  slopes,  and,  from  its  position  and  appearance, 
I  should  think  it  must  be  wood  that  had  growai  here.  Collected  a  shawl 
full  for  fuel,  and  a  good  piece  with  the  bark  on  it  for  a  specimen,  also  a 
small  bottle  of  soil  which  is  of  a  light-coloured  sand  Avith  small  stones. 
Went  to  a  high  hill  inland,  but  found  no  wood  upon  it.  The  sledge  pro- 
ceeded along  the  land,  where  there  was  hardly  room  for  it  to  pass  inside 
the  immense  ridges  of  hummocks,  which  frequently  obliged  them  to  haul 
over  the  land,  making  the  work  very  laborious.  Midnight;  hauled  on t 
upon  a  large  hillocky  floe,  as  the  coast  here  sweeps  into  a  bay,  and  the 
hummocks  entirely  block  the  passage. 

Monday,  lC)th  May.  a.m.  Observed  tw'o  bears  approaching  from  the  pack. 
The  crew  all  lay  down  while  I  and  Tidlett  went  on  in  hopes  of  obtaining 
one  of  them,  which  would  now  be  acceptable  both  for  fneat  and  fuel,  as, 
without  game,  our  allowance  docs  not  half  satisfy  us.  They  both  made  off 
on  our  approach,  following  the  land  to  the  northward.  Travelling  very 
heavy,  the  ice  being  full  of  large  holes  and  cracks  covered  with  snow,  which 
not  only  causcid  the  runners  to  fall  in,  but  the  whole  side  of  the  sledge  and 
baggage  ;  this  of  course  endangered  the  runners  very  much.  The  land 
gets  gradually  lower  and  in  disconnected  patches,  making  it  difllicult  to 
trace  the  renl  beach. 

Mxtfdiru'H  of  Land,  S.W.     W.  and  N.K.     K.  ((Joiu)).) 
Mer.   Alt.  CO  00°  <)'  30"  =  hnL  75'^  54'  ;]5"  N. 
Sun  l.ovc    N.  IT  K'  =  Variation  101  East. 
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Thirty-ninth  Journey. 

Observed  the  land  a])parently  to  terminate  about  4^-  miles  further  to  the  '^^^^  ^ 
N.W.-ward.      6.30.     Started    under    sail.     Snow    very  deep,    but  sail 
assisting  very  much.    Wind  increasing  in  heavy  squalls.    Walking  fast  on  the 
deej)  snow  very  fagging.    As  we  proceeded,  gained  an  occasional  glimpse  of 
the  land,  which  appears  disconnected  and  of  but  small  extent.  I  could  observe  Ou  march,  3^  h. 
small  knolls  of  earth  above  the  snow  along  the  pack  edge.    10.  Came  to  a  Encamped,  21  h. 
point  where  the  land  turned  abruptly  to  the  eastward  ;  walked  on  for  some  North,  54  miies. 
distance  and  found  it  continued  to  sweep  round  until  it  ran  S.E.    We  ' 
appear  to  be  among  a  number  of  small  patches  with  the  drift  so  heavy  that 
I  cannot  make  out  the  proper  course  to  steer.    Hauled  the  sledge  under  a 
large  hummock  and  encamped. 

Tuesday,  17 th  May. — a.m.  Weather  very  thick,  with  S.E.  gale  and  heavy 
drift ;  unable  to  see  in  any  direction. 

Fortieth  Journey. 

P.M.  Weather  very  thick ;  unable  to  see  anything.    Determined  to  steer  sEecqs 
north  in  search  of  some  land  having  a  fair  wind.    8.  Started  over  very  bad  T^^er.  +27°. 
ice,  full  of  holes  and  cracks,  from  which  I  presume  we  are  not  far  from  the 
pack  edge.   Midnight ;  the  weather  cleared  a  little  ;  found  Ave  were  entirely 
surrounded  by  small  patches  of  land.    The  weather  w^as  not  sufficiently  clear 
to  see  our  way  out;  1  therefore  determined  to  steer  N.  W.  b.  N,  over  the  land,  e.s.e.  6  cq.s. 
where  I  found  travelling,  although  with  a  few  undulations,  better  than  the 
floe.    I  hope  by  this  to  reach  the  floe  again. 

Wednesday,  ISth  May. — 12.30.  Lunched.    1.  Proceeded  over  the  land,  ou  march,  7ih. 
3.  30.   Came  to  some  ridges  and  pressed-up  pieces  of  ice,  evident  signs  of  Encamped,  uh. 
being  near  the  beach.    Wind  very  fresh  from  E.S.E.,  and  unable  to  see  N- 4 1  ^  ^^^j^^g 
20  yards  around.    Not  being  able  to  ascertain  what  course  to  pursue,  ^-^-^-i*  J 
encamped. 

Morning  Observations  (indifferent, — heavy  drift), 
llh.  8m.    8s.    -    62°  58'  45"    Mer.  Alt.  O  66°  47'  00"      SunN.  85°E. 
9      10     -    63     2   45     Lai     -     76     3  15  K  Var.  -  95°  E. 
10     35     -  7  30 

Forty-first  Journey. 

P.M.  The  snow  to-day  at  starting  bore  great  signs  of  thaw,  being  quite  s.e.  7  c.q. 
soft  and  wet,  with  one  or  two  small  pools  round  the  sledge  and  tent.  The 
weather  is  clear  enough  to  observe  the  pack  to  the  westward,  and  although 
we  are  apparently  on  the  floe,  yet  we  are  surrounded  by  small  patches  of  Onmarch,  4h. 
land,  which  makes  it  almost  impossible  to  mark  down  the  exact  shape  of  the  Encamped,  21  h. 
coast.    1  am  therefore  endeavouring  to  put  down  the  outer  edge  of  these 
patches.    Started  at  6.,  following  the  trend  of  what  appears  the  mainland,  ^■^■^g^^je^miies. 
which  can  only  be  distinguished  by  the  slight  undulations  along  the  line  of 
the  horizon.    This  takes  us  nearly  N.E.  (true),  snow  falling  heavily  in 
very  large  flakes.    The  land  appears  to  trend  more  to  the  eastward,  and 
the  ice  to  be  more  resembling  regular  sea  ice.    Wind  increased  to  a  heavy 
gale.    Sounded  every    hour  with  the  shovel  to  ascertain  if  we  were  on 
land  or  ice.    At  10,  crossed  some  high  ridges  of  pressure  and  came  to  land        "-q-  „ 
which  trended  right  round  to  the  southward  again.    As  we  are  travelling  very  heavy  snow,  in  large 
in  total  ignorance  of  what  Ave  are  passing,  I  encamped  at  10.  flakes. 

Thursday,  IQth  May. — a.m.  Blowing  a  heavy  gale  all  day,  with  heavy 
snow  and  drift ;  unable  to  gain  a  view  of  our  position. 

Forty- second  Journey. 
P.M.  7.  Started,  steering  north  (true).  7-30.  Came  to  land  and  hauled  South, 5 cq.s. 
to  the  westward  upon  it.  10.  Observed  an  apparent  gap  in  it  bearing  N.N.E.  ' 
(corap.)  in  the  direction  of  where  I  thought  the  land  was  turning  to  the 
eastward  during  last  journey.    Here  we  are  certainly  upon  ice,  but  with 
patches  of  land  showing  in  every  direction,  making  our  position  most 
puzzling,  and  causing  us  to  lose  very  much  time.    Our  difficulties  are  also 
increased  by  the  absence  of  the  sun,  and  with  very  thick  weather.  The 
1  soil  is  here  composed  entirely  of  white  sea  sand  with  small  black  stones,  as      ^^^^.^  ^ 
if  it  had  been  driven  up  by  the  pack.  Lunch,  ih." 

Friday,  20th  May. — a.m.  12.30.  Observed  the  main  pack  edge;  steered  Encamped,  i2f  h. 
out  N.W.  towards  it,    2,30.  Lunched,  and  proceeded  through  innumerable 
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N.N.W. 
S.W.  2i- 


-   ^125  miles. 


S.W.  4.  cm. 


S.S.W.  5  c.q.s. 
Ther.  +25°. 

On  march,  li\  hours. 
Lunch,  ^  h. 
Encamped,  13  h. 

N.  J-W.,  13  miles. 
Wind,  S.E.  by  E.  (coinp.) 
8  c.q.s. 


West,  8  c.qs.. 
Ther.  +20°. 

On  march,  9^  h. 
Lunch,  i  h. 
Encamped,  13^  h. 
N.E.  by  E.  141  miles. 


W.  by  S.  8  c.q. 
Ther.  +  15°. 


Variable  from  northward  to 
■westward,  4  c.q.s. 
Ther.  +20°. 

Building  cairn,  1  hour. 
On  march,  10  h. 
Lunch,  ^  h. 
Encamped,  13. 


Calm,  o.b.c. 


N.W.  2  b.c. 


On  marcl),  10  hours. 
Lunch,  i  h. 
Encamped,  13^  h. 


North,  .'5  c.q. 


N.N.E.  6  c.q.s. 
Ther.  +  15°. 

( )ii  Triiirch,  7i  h. 

I.lllK'll,  I  li. 

ICiKiiiMlicd,  1  0;{  li. 

N.N.E.  9ih. 
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small  heaps  of  gravel.  'J'hc  weather  cleared  a  little,  and  I  ohservcd  we 
were  at  the  outer  edge  of  these  small  patches,  with  the  pack  ah(jut  4  rnile« 
off'  The  land  here  runs  to  the  N.N.W.,  in  which  directi(jn  I  can  sec  some 
very  large  masses  of  pressure  showing  over  the  extreme  point.  I  shall  now 
endeavour  to  keep  in  sight  of  the  pack,  as  I  see  it  that  is  the  only  way  of 
following  this  extraordinary  low  and  disconnected  coast. 

FoRTY-Tiinu)  Journey. 

P.M.  G.  Started  with  sail  set,  steering  about  N.  b.  W.  between  the  pack 
edge  and  the  outer  line  of  small  knolls.  Travelling  deep,  but  the  sail 
assisting.  Midnight ;  altered  course  across  the  patches  for  the  heavy  masses 
of  pressure.  It  appears  as  if  the  coast  turns  more  to  the  6astward  about 
them. 

Saturday,  2l,st  May. — a.m.  2.  Lunched.  2.30.  Proceeded  between  the 
patches  of  land  ;  the  ice  here  is  full  of  holes  and  cracks.  Wind  increasing 
with  very  heavy  drift,  encamped  at  6  close  to  the  large  hummocks,  from 
Avhich  the  land  evidently  trends  more  to  the  eastward. 

Forty-fourth  Journey. 

P.M.  7-  Started,  steering  by  the  sail  about  N.W.  (comp.)  Drift  prevents 
our  seeing  anything  around  us.  I  have  remarked  lately  that  the  heavy 
clouds  hang  over  the  pack,  and  a  bright  snow  blink  over  the  land.  I 
therefore  steered  for  the  meeting  point  of  the  two,  sail  assisting  us  very 
much.    Midnight ;  observed  a  mass  of  heavy  pressure  to  the  westward. 

Sunday  22d  May.  a.m.  2.  Came  to  some  very  large  and  old  hummocks 
close  upon  the  beach.  On  the  weather  clearing  a  little,  found  that  we  were 
making  a  very  good  course  along  the  land.  4.30.  Came  to  the  end  of  therange 
and  became  entangled  amongst  old  grounded  hummocks.  5.  Encamped. 
Blowing  a  hard  gale  ;  a  point  ahead  bearing  N.W.  i  N. 

Forty-fifth  Journey. 

6.30.  Started,  steering  N.W.  for  a  point  of  land.  Found  it  to  be  slightly 
elevated  above  the  rest.  Built  cairns  and  erected  a  bamboo.  Deposited 
records  stating  the  direction  I  had  come  from,  also  a  chart  containing 
discoveries.  I  could  from  here  observe  the  land  turn  more  to  the  eastward, 
and  the  pack  continuing  to  the  N.N.E.  10.30.  Proceeded,  steering 
N.  b.  W.  I  W.  Travelling  deep,  snow  falling  heavily  in  beautiful  crystal 
forms.    Floe  full  of  large  cracks. 

Monday,  23d  May. — a.m.  2.30.  Lunched  ;  continued  on  the  same  course, 
supposing  that  we  can  follow  the  land  by  it.  6.  Encamped.  Sun  came  out 
for  the  first  time  since  the  13th.  I  could  now  observe  the  land  sweeping 
round  ahead  of  us  to  the  N.E. -ward. 

Forty-sixth  Journey. 

Beautiful  cA'ening.  7-  Started,  steering  for  the  extreme  land  seen.  10.30. 
From  a  small  knoll  I  found  that  the  land  swept  round  to  the  N.W.-ward, 
and  that  we  were  at  the  bottom  of  a  deep  bight.  The  land  is  of  the  same 
character,  closely  lined  with  immense  hummocks.  1 1 .  The  weather  again 
clouded  over  and  became  very  misty.  Hauled  out  S.W.  b.  S.  (comp.) 
So  completely  are  we  embayed  that  only  3  points  of  the  horizon  can  be 
seen  clear  of  land. 

Tuesday,  2  Hh  May. — Passed  the  skeleton  of  a  whale  laying  on  the  ice 
not  very  much  decayed.  3.30.  Record  Hill  S.E.  by  E.  ?,  E.  (comp.)  ;  altered 
course  to  W.  b.  N.  (comp.)  through  innumerable  patches.  5.30.  A¥cathcr 
very  thick,  with  strong  northerly  wind.  This  being  Her  Majesty's  birthday 
we  all  drank  her  health  in  an  extra  half  gill  of  rum. 

]'\)irrY-si';vKN'rH  Jouiinicy. 

I'.M.  7.  Started,  steering  N.W.  (comp.)  It  appears  quite  a  lottery  whether 
wc  steer  the  correct  course  or  not,  as  the  weather  continues  thick,  and  there 
is  no  perceptible  difference  between  the  land  and  the  floe.  Travelling  most 
dreary  and  monotonous.  'J'he  A'liole  surface  presents  one  wilderness  of 
snow,  being  only  broken  by  the  heavy  pack  (>dgc  to  the  westward. 

l4^e(l.ni'sd.(ty,2t)lJh  ^^<ty.^-^M.  \A\\^v^^^^  12.30.  l^'oceeded.  3.  Observed 
the  land  a  little  higher  to  the  northward  of  us,  appearing  like  an  island. 
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Encamped,  and  packed  small  sledge  with  four  days'  provisions  for  5  men.  I 

find  my  travelling  compass  has  become  so  sluggish  that  I  can  place  little  North,  5  c.q. 

or  no  dependence  on  it.    I  have,  therefore,  replaced  it  with  the  spare  ^ 

needle,  which  I  find  to  work  quite  lively.    Not  having  procured  any  game 

since  the  ISth  have  been  for  some  time  on  our  bare  allowance,  which  we 

find  goes  a  very  short  way  towards  satisfying  our  appetites,  and  have  now 

become  perfectly  ravenous.   The  dog  (Buffer)  is  obliged  to  content  himself 

with  licking  the  pannikins,  and  certainly  does  not  get  fat  on  it. 

Forty-eighth  Journey. 

Blowing-  hard  all  day  with   drift,  weather  looking  very  threatening.  j^r\v4bc 
Transferred  traps  from  small  to  large  sledge,  leaving  all  the  remaining  gear,  Then  +20°. 
&c,  lashed  up  in  the  boat  with  shears  and  flag  erected  as  a  mark.  Our 
weight  was  now  about  65  lbs.  per  man.    Floe  deep,  but  slightly  improved 
by  last  night's  breeze  ;  steered  for  the  only  pieces  of  land  visible.  From 
the  top  of  it  I  could  observe  that  the  coast  continued  to  the  N.E.,  and  its 
character  the  same.     A  line  of  small  patches  indicates  the  edge  of  it, 
which  cannot  be  seen  more  than  500  yards  distant  from  it.    The  pack  here 
closes  in  Avith  the  beach.     Nothing  can  be  seen  to  the  westward  but 
continuous  pack  without  the  smallest  piece  of  floe.    It  appears  ice  of  all  On  mai'ch,  1 1^  h. 
ages  driven  up  into  one  confused  heap.    To  the  E.S.E.  (true)  I  observed  ^ncamped'ish 
rather  higher  land,  which  appears  to  terminate  in  that  bearing. 

Thursday,  26th  Maij. — a.m.  3.  Lunched.  Observed  point  left  5°  to  the 
left  of  sun's  shadow.  Passed  occasional  masses  of  pressure  with  very  large 
tidal  cracks.  We  have  to-day  travelled  at  a  good  walking  pace.  This  mode  n.e.  is^  miles, 
of  proceeding  I  certainly  prefer  to  the  small  sledge,  as  I  am  sure  longer 
jom'neys  can  be  performed  with  less  fatigue  to  the  men.  The  small  sledge 
may  certainly  be  made  of  very  great  use  when  the  remaining  crew  are 
employed  searching  some  other  part  of  the  coast.  As  a  proof  that  we 
travelled  with  as  small  a  quantity  of  traps  as  possible,  when  encamped 
we  were  obliged  to  fill  the  sledge  with  snow  to  hold  the  tent  by.  The 
men  to-day  are  very  much  fagged,  and  are  all  snoring  before  supper  is 
ready. 

North  extreme  of  pack        -       -  W.KW.  -)  ^ 
Point  left  -       -  -       -  KbyS.j^^^P^^^- 

Morning  Observations, 
h.  m.   s.  o     ,    „  g_ 

7  46  41    46  47  45    7  56  22   N  14  W. 

48  18  59  .30  57  35  „  14  „ 

49  45  47    8  30  58  40  „  15  „ 

51  .30  20  45  59  30  „  13  „ 

52  55  30  15  8  00  00  „  12  „ 
Second  altitude.                                     Error  Sext.  2'  7" 

8  1  53  48  30  45  Ther.  +  20° 
Mer.  altitude  0  (Indifl'.) 

67^  58'  00"       Strong  wind  and  drift  (results.) 

Lat.     77°  00' 00"  N.  ...      n  ,o 

r        TO-,     er  4  -  w       Variation,  114   26  ii.. 
Long.  121    5  4o  W.  ' 

Forty-ninth  Journey. 
7.  Started,  leaving  the  tent  pitched.   Walked  along  the  pack  edge  to 
the  N.E.-ward.  Land  of  the  same  character  as  far  as  can  be  seen,  but  rather  n.w.  snq.s. 
more  distinct.    Midnight ;  struck  oflF  into  the  pack  to  gain  a  view  from  the 
highest  hummocks,  as  the  weather  suddenlj^  cleared  to  the  northward  and  ^"^^j^^^l^j; 

westward.  Encamped,  20  h. 

Friday,  ^Tith  May. — a.m.  The  pack  here  is  much  heavier  than  any  yet 
seen,  being  almost  entirely  composed  of  very  old  broken  up  floes.    Over  ^.^  ^ 
the  land  to  the  N.E.-ward  I  could  see  some  immense  pieces  apparently  driven  s.w.  ii 
npon  the  beach.    1.  Lunched  under  the  lee  of  a  hummock,  and  co).rir.enced 
my  return  to  the  tent.  k.w.  r  c.q.s. 

Wind  and  drift  increasing  very  much,  with  every  appearance  of  a  heavy  '^'i*^""- 
gale.    4.  Arrived  at  the  tent. 

Fiftieth  Journey. 

P.M.  A  furious  gale. has  been  blowing  all  day,  with  so  much  drift  that  we 
certainly  could  not  see  10  yards  from  the  tent.    This  is  the  heaviest 
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On  march,  5^  h. 
Encamped,  12^  h. 

S.AV.  l&i  miles. 


North,  8  c.q.s. 
•flier.  +  22". 


N.KW.  8  b.& 
Ther.  +  20°. 


Oa  iL,arch,  12^  h. 
Lunch,  ^  h. 
Encamped,  12. 
S.S.W.Si  1 
South  15  /^"^'^ 

North,  5  b.c.q. 
Ijight  drift. 


I  have  witnessed  since  the  winter.  Unable  to  get  under  weigh  Tried 
to  get  mer.  alt.,  bat  got  smotiiered  in  drift. 

iiatnrday^  2Htk  May. --km.  WeaLhc)-  moderated  a  little,  ft  was  now 
necessary  that  I  should  determine  upon  my  future  proceedings,  as  I  had 
but  nine  days'  provisions  remaining,  and  am  150  miles  from  my  last  rlepot. 
Had  the  country  been  at  all  I'avourable  for  game  \  should  certainly  persevere 
to  the  N  E.  for  another  day  or  two,  but  that  not  being  the  case,  particularly 
as  these  northerly  winds  bave  set  in  with  the  change  of  moon,  deterniined 
to  steer  across  the  land  to  the  southward.  Trusting  that  my  supposed 
longitude  is  relatively  correct,  I  shall  endeavour  to  make  the  coast  a  little 
to  the  westward  of  Wolley  J3ay,  by  which  I  may  escape  the  high  and  steep 
land  seen  in  the  vicinity  of  Walker  Inlet.  On  reaching  my  depot  I 
shall  follow  the  S.E.  shore  of  this  land  to  the  northward,  by  which  I 
think  it  possible  that  I  may  round  the  north  end  of  this  land.  1.  Pro 
ceeded  under  sail  to  the  8.W.  steering  for  Point  Weatherall,  and  encamped 
off  it  at  A.M. 

Fifty-first  Journey. 

P.M.  Erected  cairns,  and  deposited  records  and  charts,  &c.  containing 
all  the  information  about  m}^  past  and  future  proceedings ;  also  the  new 
coast  line  discovered.  6.30.  Started  upon  the  old  track  for  the  baggage 
left  on  the  25th.  Wind  strong,  but  weather  fine  and  clear.  11.30. 
Arrived  at  the  baggage,  dug  it  out  and  packed  the  sledge. 

Sunday,  2^th  May. — a.m.  Midnight;  started  under  sail,  steering  E.N.E. 
(compass).  The  sky  during  the  morning  was  covered  with  most  remarkable 
clouds  shooting  up  from  the  N.W.  and  S  E.,  the  former  bright  and 
fleecy  and  the  latter  dark  and  heavy.  For  some  time  it  was  doubtfiil  which 
would  gain  the  mastery,  but  as  the  morning  advanced  the  northerly  wind 
freshened  and  appearances  were  greatly  in  favour  of  its  lasting  for  a  few  days. 
Travelling  over  the  land,  but  with  no  appearances  of  it  except  occasional 
patches  of  soil.    6.  Encamped. 

Mer.  Alt.  O  69°  58'  0"       Lat.  76°  29'  45       Var.  110° 


N.N.W.  6  b.c.q. 
Ther.  +20°. 


On  march,  12  h. 
Lunch,  ^-h  . 
Encampedl2  h. 
South,  1 7  miles. 


N.N.W.  8  c,q.s.(heavy  drift.) 


Fifty-second  Journey. 

P.M.  Started  6,  vsteering  E.N.E.  (compass);  fresh  breezeand  clear  weather. 
Sledge  running  on  with  the  sail,  keeping  us  at  a  brisk  walk.  As  we  pro- 
ceed south  the  land  becomes  gradually  more  undulating,  and  on  their  south 
sides  perfectly  bare  of  snow.  The  soil  is  without  any  vestige  of  vegetation. 
Midnight ;  came  suddenly  to  a  very  steep  ravine  running  east  and  west ; 
eased  the  sledge  down  and  followed  its  course  to  the  southward.  The  land 
is  here  very  much  cut  up  by  ravines  and  deep  gullies  branching  off  in 
several  directions  :  we  were  obliged  to  ease  the  sledge  down  the  steep  banks, 
the  sail  assisting  very  much  in  ascending  again.  Had  we  not  this  favour- 
able wind  we  should  find  a  considerable  difficulty  in  travelling  across  such 
an  uneven  country. 

Monday,  ?>Oth  May. —  a.m.  Wind  increased  to  a  gale,  with  drift  so  heavy 
that  we  could  see  no  distance  ahead.  Found  it  was  the  best  plan  to  make 
a  straight  course,  and  take  the  ravines  as  we  met  them.  Sledge  running  at  a 
rapid  pace,  obliging  us  occasionally  to  heave  to  and  gain  breath.  Land 
very  bare  of  snow.    Passed  occasionally  large  boulders  of  sandstone. 


N.W.  7  c.q.s. 
Ther.  +20°, 


Fifty-third  Journey. 

P.M.  Blowing  a  hard  gale  all  day.  6.30.  Started  before  the  wind  skirting 
a  range  of  high  hills,  by  following  a  ravine.  Travelling  very  difficult, 
on  account  ol"  heavy  drift,  and  the  numerous  gullies  and  ravines.  Sky 
clearing  to  the  northward.  Went  to  a  high  hill  to  gain  a  view;  found  a 
few  traces  oi' reindeer,  also  some  pieces  of  wood  exactly  of  the  same  kind  and 
H})ecies  as  tliat  i'ound  at  (Jape  Manning:  iinding  it  in  this  position  con- 
firms my  idea,  of  its  having  grown  in  this  land.  Our  prospects  were  not 
cheering  (Voin  this  position,  for  through  the  mist  I  could  see  nothing  but 
high  laiid  ail  around  me.  About  two  miles  further  on,  I  gained  a  view 
from  a  most  commanding  position,  from  which  J  observed  we  were  not  far 
from  th(;  ice  which  must  be  near  Walker  Inlet.  The  ice  in  the  direction  of 
(/.-ipe  Maiiniiig  was  seen,  also  a  rcnifU'kable  table  hill  to  the  eastward. 


(    523  ) 


At  11.40  P.M.  0|  to  Table  Hill,  95°  30',  struck  into  a  steep-sided  ravine  on„jaix;h  luh 
which  appears  to  lead  to  the  ice.   Midnight ;  {^ale  freshened  up  again,  with  Lunch,  i  h 
very  heavy  drift.  _  mliel'-''' 

Tuesdaij,  'iXi^t  May  — I.  Discovered  buried  in  the  east  bank  of  the  ravine, 
and  protruding  about  eight  feet,  a  tree  of  considerable  size.  During  the 
afternoon  I  found  several  others  much  similar ;  circumference  of  first 
and  second  tree  four  feet ;  diameter  of  one,  two  feet  ten  inches.  From 
the  perfect  state  of  the  bark  and  its  position,  so  far  from  the  sea,  leaves,  1  ^  ''■i-^- 
think,  but  little  doubt  of  its  having  grown  in  the  countrj-,  SaAved  one  in 
halves ;  it  appears  very  close  grained  and  immensely  heavy,  so  that  we 
could  carry  but  very  little  of  it.  This  may  probably  arise  from  its 
being  so  saturated  with  frost.     6-    Arrived  at  the  floe  and  encamped.  « c  q.s. 

Drift  very  heavy,  which  is  most  annoying,  as  I  must  ascertain  whether 
this  deep  gap  in  the  land  is  a  channel  or  inlet. 

Fifty-fourth  Journey. 

Unable  to  gain  any  view  during  the  day,  packed  sledge  with  four 
days'  provisions,  and  lashed  up  remaining  gear  in  the  boat.    7.  Started  i>^.N.\v.  se.q.s. 
to  explore  the  head  of  the  inlet  in  hopes  of  its  clearing.     Floe  very 
uneven,  and  deep  with  snow.     9-  Weather  cleared  a  little  ;  observed  the 
land  extending  right  round  the  head  of  the  inlet. 

Compass  bearings. 
Point  Rogers    -    -  N.E.  i  N.          West  Point  Inlet    -  N.E.  b.  E 
Cairn  Hill  -    -    -  N.  b.  E.  \  E.       East    ditto  -    -    -  N.E.  i  N. 
Point  Hillock  -    -  E  N.  i  E.  Flag  S.E.  b.  E. 

Observed  a  very  remarkable  pinnacle  of  rock  to  the  S.E. -ward,  the  same  as 
seen  from  the  westward  of  Wolley  Bay,  and  then  thought  to  be  a  cairn 
in  the  bay.  10.  Being  certain  that  we  Avere  at  the  head  of  the  inlet,  turned 
again  for  the  last  encampment.  Midnight ;  arrived  at  the  gear,  and  packed 
the  sledge.  Started  down  the  western  shore  of  the  inlet,  went  up  the  hills 
to  the  S.W.-ward  to  exploi'e  and  look  for  game.  Calm,  o.c.m. 

IVednesday,  \st  June. — a.:\i.  Found  the  land  moderately  stocked  with 
moss.  Observed  that  at  the  head  of  the  inlet  the  land  becomes  very  LunX^V^^ 
low,  and  to  the  N.E. -ward  there  is  an  extensive  plain,  which  is  the  same  I  Encamped,' 12  h. 
mistook  for  the  floe  on  the  9th  ult.  The  ravines  are  now  becoming- 
dangerous  to  cross,  as  the  snow  banks  occasionally  give  way  suddenly. 
While  in  chase  of  a  wounded  deer,  I  found  myself  on  the  brink  of  one  of 
these  banks,  and  before  I  had  time  to  turn  the  whole  fell  down  with  a  loud 
report,  almost  filling  up  the  bottom  of  the  ravine.  The  snow  there  was  Calm,  o.c. 
fortunately  for  me  very  soft,  as  I  fell  about  30  feet.  After  a  very  long 
and  fatiguing  chase,  the  reindeer  escaped,  although  he  was  wounded  right 
through  the  head.  While  walking  down  to  the  sledge,  I  was  startled  by  a 
noise  close  to  me,  and  on  turning  found  a  fawn  running  close  after  me. 
The  poor  brute  soon  fell  a  victim  to  his  curiosity.  6.30.  Returned  to  sledge 
and  encamped.  Found  the  crew  had  been  so  fortunate  as  to  procure  a  n.n.w.  5  cq.s. 
meal  of  ptarmigan  during  my  absence.  This  was  to  us  all  a  most  welcome 
treat,  as  we  have  been  upon  the  bare  allowance  for  the  last  three  weeks, 
which  has  not  onlj^^  kept  us  in  a  most  unpleasant  state  of  hunger,  but  has 
worked  materially  on  the  appearances  of  the  men,  who  now  are  a  good 
deal  pulled  down  by  their  late  exertions.  It  is  to  me  very  evident  that, 
without  occasional  supplies  of  game,  a  long  journey  would  be  a  very 
doubtful  experiment. 

Mer.  Alt.  O  71°       00"    Lat.  76°  02'  10"  N.    Sun  N.  05°  E. 

East  Point  Inlet  to  Point  Rogers  -        -       -       -    6-3°  17' 

to  N.E.  corner  Bight        -  -  103  10 

Point  Rogers  to  last  encampment  -       -        -        -    92  51 

to  Point  Hillock  -  -  -  109  5 

to  N.E.  corner  Biglit   -       -       -    71  6 
1©  12.30  to  east  Point  Inlet  -  -  37-31 

Point  Rogers  to  next  point  south  of  it        -       -    28  30 

to  second    ditto    ditto    -  -    3-];  39 

to  east  Point  Inlet       -       .       -    5-i  20 
The  land  from  Point  Rogers  up  the  Bight  west,  N.N.E.  (comp.) 

Fifty-fifth  Journey. 

Heard  several  avalanches  of  snow  during  the  day.  7-  Sent  crew  for  the  g-^y-  ^^^^ 
deer.  Went  up  the  land  and  found  it  to  be  only  a  mile  across  to  WoUey  Bay.  Ther.  -24.° 

3  U  4 
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On  march,  7  h. 
'  Jjiinc'h,  i  h. 
Encamped,  13^  h. 
S.E.  9i  miles. 


8.W.  6  c.q.s. 


AVest,  2  c.m.s. 
Ther.  +  2G°. 


On  inarch,  1 0^  hours. 
Lunch,  h. 
Encamped,  12^  h. 
9^  miles. 

Calm,  b.c. 
Ther.  +32°. 


Calm,  h.c. 


On  niarcli,  8  h. 
Lunch,  4  h. 
I'lncaiiipcd,  12i  Ii. 
Klunniiig  doer,  1  h. 
Bringing  depot,  H  h. 


E.  by  N.9i  miltf. 


S.  Wcatlicr  came  on  very  tliick.  10.  Started  down  the  inlet,  steering 
N,]*^.  by  N.  I  N.   The  land  trends  N,K.    iv    Snow  very  damp  and  heavy. 

Tlutrsdaij,  2d  June. — a.m.  2.  Lunched;  observed  a  gap  in  the  land  which 
almost  makes  an  island  of  the  southern  part  of  the  western  land.  'J'here 
seems  to  be  only  a  very  narrow  neck  between  us  and  Wolley  Bay. 
At  2  A.M.  S.E.  4-  S.  G'  from  last  encaiiipment. 
East  Point  Inlet  to  top  of  Kaugc  Bay   -       -  - 
to  Point  south  of  P(jint  Pi-ogers  ~ 
V'mi  Point  .south  of  Point  Rogers  to  Point  Rogers 

to  Ea8t  .Hill  - 
to  Point  Hillock 
iVjint  Hillock  to  Gap   -       -  - 
2.30.  Proceeded.   Wind  increasing,  with  snow  and  sleet. 

FiFTY-siXTii  Journey. 

v.M.  Great  arguments  in  the  tent  respecting  our  whereabouts.  This 
overland  trip  has  fairly  puzzled  them.  Weather  quite  oppressive,  h'ght 
rain  falling.  Went  to  the  land,  found  it  very  ])arc  of  snow,  and  well  covered 
with  vegetation.  AVent  to  the  cairn  and  noted  my  return  irorn  the  north- 
ward, with  particulars  of  cruise,  and  my  future  plan  of  proceedings.  Shot 
two  ptarmigan,  and  observed  a  flock  of  phalarope. 

Friddii,  June  'Sd. — 2.  Returned  to  the  sledge  and  lunched.  Went  after  a 
seal  laying  at  its  hole,  but  fell  though  another  hole,  which  frightened  it 
away.  Rambled  along  the  top  of  the  hills,  and  met  the  sledges  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  from  the  depot.    Verj'-  hot. 

Mornino'  Oh.servations. 


00"  28' 
;>4  .')() 
.'3.3  4.'> 
41  27 
81  40 
108  20 

>..30.  Encamped. 


h.  m.  s. 
7  12  .30 

17  10 

18  .35 

19  So 

20  3!) 


46 


18  SO 
51  45 
2  80 
11  15 
17  45 


Ji.  m.  ,s. 

7  24  40 

26  20 

26  20 

27  10 

27  55 

28  35 
2i)  2G 


N.  12 
N.  11 


20  W. 


N.  1 4  30  W. 


N.  14 


W. 


N.  13  30  W. 
N.  12  .30  W. 

K  15  20  W 


Second  Altitude  O. 


li.  m.  s 
7  31  12 
33  42 
35  15 


47  36  45  — 
54  00 

48  5  00 


—  On  34-00 
Off  30-00 


2    EiTor  sextant. 


At  7.50.  P.M.  o|  to  Point  Ptarmigan 

Point  Ptarmigan  to  Bottom  Ba_y 
to  end  of  range 
Range  of  hill  to  S.W.  point  - 

FiFTY-SEVENTII  JoURNEY. 


130"  40' 
63  38 
113  34 
112  34 


Observed  a  fine  full  grown 
The  shot 


P.M.  G.30.  Sent  small  sledge  for  depot.  All  the  crevf  took  to  wearing 
their  caiwas  l)oots  and  south-westers.  Some  of  the  party  have  worn  a 
single  pair  of  mocassins  up  to  this  time.  8.30.  Started  tor  the  east  point 
of  the  bay,  went  along  the  land  exploring  and  looking  for  game ;  it  is  now 
quite  bare  ol'  snow,  and  about  here  is  thicklj^  covered  with  moss,  aflTording 
excellent  I'eeding  for  animals.  Ilcard  a  low  hollow  call  frequentl}-  dui'ing 
the  day,  which  1  suppose  to  be  (,hc  snowy  owl 
buck,  which  I  succeeded  in  shooting  after  a  very  long  himt 
started  a  doe  eh)se  1)}'.  She  made  oil",  leaving  a  young  fawn  about  12 
hours  old.  Stopped  and  skinned  our  prize,  which  was  in  excellent  condition. 
Pjuffer  made  an  extraordinary  meal.  Made  a  bed  for  the  young  one  out  of 
the  buck's  hide. 

Saturday,  Junn  A//i.—  a.m.  2.  Lunched;  went  along  land,  leaving  the 
sledge  to  J()lh)w  along  the  beach.  Travelling  very  difficult  and  slippery, 
among  large  blue  hillocks  of  ice.  Observed  the  north  extreme  of  i'^glington. 
On  the  weatlier  clearing,  gained  a  good  view  of  opposite  land,  but  the  hills 
intercej)ted  the  view  to  the  N.E.-ward.  Abcut  C'ape  Hay,  the  small  ridges 
of  moss  and  bright  colour  of  the  pasture  makes  the  scenery  ([uite  i)leasant, 
after  journeying  so  long  on  snowy  and  vminteresting  beaches.  To  the 
norlkward  1  could  see  a  range  of  large;  old  hummocks,  about  eight  nn'les 
distiint.    ().3().  Lncamped. 
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Morniiiff  Observations.                                                 ^.  Journal  of 
1                °              o     I      tr                                                        Lieutenant  Mccham. 
h.  m.  s.  

7  46    8    49  52  30 

47  26  50    1  45 

48  35  9  00  N.N.E.-7b.c.q. 

49  48  18  00  Lost  thermometer. 

51  28  30  30 

53  38  45  45 

56    5   51    3  45 

8  1  12  116  52  |0  to  stone. 
Second  Altitude,  Compass  S.  38  W. 

8    4    7    52    1  00 

At  4.30.  A.M.  ol  to  Cape  Nares         -  -  -  94°  11' 

Cape  Nares  to  south  extreme  of  Eglington  -       -  90  00 

North  extreme  to  right  tangent,  Round  Ishmd  -  25  00 

Bvick  Point  to  Cape  Nares        -  -  -       -  82  17 

Fifty-eighth  Journey, 
r.M.  Found  I  had  lost  my  thermometer.    7-  After  doing  good  justice  to 
about  15  lbs.  of  venison  we  packed  the  sledge,  erected  a  cairn,  and 
deposited  records,   noting  our  past  and  future  proceedings,  also  the  Calm,  b.c. 
character  of  the  country  for  game,  &c.     Steering  N.E.  -|-  N.  for  the 
right  tangent  of  a  remarkable  peninsula  which  divides  the  bay,  looking 
like  an  island  in  it.    Went  round  the  land  and  struck  off  to  get  a  view 
from  the  south  point  of  Carter  Bay.     Ascended  after  some  difficulty 
on  the  western  face,  where  I  observed  the  track  of  a  deer  down  the 
steepest  part.     The  side  of  the  slope  consists  of  large  stones  filled  in 
with  hard  frozen  snow.    The  top  is  flat,  but  with  very  large  boulders 
and  stones  in  all  directions. 

At  1 1.30  P.M.  lO  to  a  Ravine         -        .       .       _       -     89°  9' 
Ravine  to  Cape  Hay       --        -        -        -  -     55  00 

Cape  Hay  to  Cape  Nares       _       _       _       _        -       -     47  28 

to  Martello  Head        -        -       -         -         -      54  2 

„       to  Sugar  Loaf   82  41  On  marcli,  loi  h. 

Martello  Head  to  N.  extreme  Eglington        -       -  -     97    9  Encamptd, '12^11. 

Sugar  Loaf  to  E.  extreme  N.  land        -  -       -       -7813  Building  cairn|^,^li. 

to  Point  Manson  on  with  Point  Dames  -         -     97  26 
Point  Dames  to  summit  high  hill  inland  -        -       -     30  19  N.E.  i  N.  12  miles. 

to  Table  Hill  seen  on  May  31st.  -  -      47  00 

At  11  P.M.  0|  to  north  extreme  Eglington  -  -  -  81  40 
Point  Dames  to  top  of  bay  -  -  -  ••      19  30 

At  11.25  P.M.  01  to  Point  Manson        -        -        -         -      48  20  Calm,  b.c. 

From  this  position  I  obtained  a  beautiful  view  of  all  the  land.  That 
opposite  has  the  appearance  of  an  island.  The  land  I  am  on  is  a  remark- 
able mass  about  200  feet  high  only  joined  to  the  main  by  a  very  narrow 
neck  about  100  yards  across,  forming  2  deep  bays  between  Cape  Hay  and 
Point  Dames,  Beyond  Point  Dames  the  land  sweeps  into  another  deep 
bay.  There  are  also  some  remarkable  hills  north  of  my  position,  which 
from,  their  shape  give  the  land  the  appearance  of  turning  more  to  the 
westward.  Walked  round  Carter  Bay  to  Point  Dames,  from  which  I 
observed  high  land  over  the  north  point  of  Eglington,  which  appears  as  if 
part  of  Melville  Island. 

Sunday,  bth  June. — 3.15.  Rejoined  the  sledge  and  lunched ;  shot  several 
ptarmigan  during  the  day.    Wind  freshened  up  from  the  S.W.  ;  made  s.w.  sb.c.q. 
sail.    6.  30.  Encamped ;  observed  two  small  inlets  at  the  head  of  Mould 
Bay,  and  a  very  steep  ravine  in  the  west  corner  of  it. 

Fifty-ninth  Journey. 
P.M.  7.30.  Started,  steering  across  the  bay  for  Point  Manson;  wind  very  g.w. 2 to 8 e.q.s, 
squally  from  South  to  N.W. 

At  9.30  N.E.  i  N.  31  miles  from  camp. 

Point  Manson  to  Dingy  Head  -       -       -  -      53°  15' 

To  opposite  point  of  a  gap       -  -  -  -1331 

To  next  point  -  -  -  -  -  -     21  15 

To  opposite  point  second  gap       -        -  -  -     27  41 

To  Black  Comb  Head  -    "     -  -  -  -     36  45 

To  top  of  bay       -  -  -  -  -     49  35 

To  Snow  Bunting  Point  -  -  -  -     60  55 

To  Point  Dames       -  -  -  -  -    120  00 

Shade  of  Sun  over  centre  of  first  gap. 
Landed  on  Point  Manson,  and  obtained  a  good  view  of  the  land. 
III.  3  X 
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S.W.  2  to  8  b.cq.,  with  heavy 
drift. 


On  march,  1 1  hours. 
Lunch,  ^  b. 
Encamped,  12  h. 

N.N.E.  lOmUes. 


Calm. 


Cahn,  h.c. 
Great  refraction. 


Variable,  1  o.c. 


On  march,  9  hours. 
Lunch,  -I  h. 
Encamped,  14h. 
Depositing  records,  4  h. 

E.  by  S.  10  miles. 


5.9"  53' 

79  30 

80  25 
121  .'10 

01  20 
50  35 
fJ9  20 


Monday,  6th  J/jmc. 

12. 12  App.  Time.  (0  to  extreme  of  nortli  laud 

to  distiiut  poiut  of  lOglingtoij 

to  (liwtant  north  extreme 
Extreme  of  this  land  to  jjoint  beyond  this  - 
At  12.20  lO  to  hill 

Hill  to  Point  Damew       -  _  - 

Point  Dames  to  Point  Callaghan 

This  land  turns  more  to  the  northward  beyond  Point  Manson  with  a 
continuation  of  bays.  Walked  on  to  a  hill  to  examine  land  beyond.  Wind 
increased  suddenly  to  a  gale,  with  heavy  snow-drift.  Shot  6  ptarmigan, 
and  saw  a  flock  of  phalarope.  P'ound  Ely's  wire  cartridge  very  effective  to 
day  during  the  strong  wind.  The  land  to  the  northward  appears  to  be 
separated  either  by  a  deep  inlet  or  channel.  Observed  the  north  point  of 
Melville  Island  showing  to  the  N.-wardof  Eglington  island.  .3.  Returned 
to  sledge  and  encamped ;  snow  deep  and  heavy.  Sun  very  hot.  6.30. 
Encamped.    Saw  a  fox. 

Morning  Observations, 
h.  m.  s.  °     '  " 

7  47  48  50  48  00  7  56  15  N.  IB  W. 

49  15  57  30  57  37  16 

50  45  51    9  30  58  33  16 

52  18  20  00  59  18  17 

53  41  29  00  59  43  17 


Second  Altitude. 


Error  Sextant  2' 


North,  2c.m.f. 


8    1  55  52  58  00 

©l  to  point  left  8h.  3m.  55s.         104°  50'  00" 

Next  Altitude  © 
8h.  12m.  28s.  53^42'  30" 

Point  left  to  right  tangent  Eglington       -  -          -  42°  24' 

„      to  right  tangent  gap  in  Eglington  -              -  65  33 

„      to  left             do.               -  -          _  74  22 

„      to  right  tangent  2nd  gap    -       -  -         -  87  53 

to  left              do.             -  -             -  91  50 

„      to  north  extreme  from  floe       -  -          -  95  37 

North  extreme  to  east  point  beyond  us       -  -        -  90  19 

Point  beyond  to  top  of  bay              -  -              -  28  38 

to  bay  abreast    -              -  -          -  9715 

Indifferent  Mer.  Alt. 

72°  32'  00"       Lat.  N. 

Noon.  Observed  point  beyond  to  east  extreme  north  land,  38.00,  shown  up 
by  refraction. 

Sixtieth  Journey, 

P.M.  Examined  our  remaining  provisions  ;  find  we  have  ten  days  of  every- 
thing, and  some  extra  tea  and  sugar.  6.30.  Started  across  the  bay,  leaving 
the  sledge  to  follow  me  as  far  as  the  opposite  point,  there  to  prepare  small 
sledge  with  ten  day's  provisions  for  three  men  and  the  dog,  and  await  my 
return  to  them.  As  the  land  beyond  me  appears  to  turn  to  the  westward 
either  in  a  bight  or  channel,  I  consider  it  will  be  my  best  plan  to  send  the 
sledge  to  the  east  point  of  the  land  seen  to  the  north-eastward,  and  there 
await  my  arrival,  whilst  I  proceed  with  small  sledge  round  the  land  to  the 
westward  and  overtake  them.  From  the  appearances  of  the  land  on  my 
return  to  them,  f  shall  arrange  the  remainder  of  my  explorations.  7.30. 
Observed  a  mound  having  something  the  appearance  of  a  cairn  upon  the 
south  side  of  the  bay.  Walked  in  to  examine  it,  and  soon  came  upon 
sledge  tracks.  On  examination,  found  it  contained  a  record  from  Commander 
M'Clintock,  flaying  that  he  had  visited  this  from  the  northward.  I  am  now 
rather  puz/led  to  know  how  he  arrived  here.  The  land  to  the  northward 
may  perlia])s  be  a  ))art  of  Melville  Island,  in  which  cavSe  the  opening  to  the 
westward  must  be  a  channel,  or  else  ho  has  come  liere  by  the  south  shore 
of  the  north  land.  I  am  inclined  to  the  latter  supposition,  in  which  case 
it  is  use-less  my  proceeding  further  in  this  direction;  1  shall  therefore  pro- 
ceed to  what  a,])i)ears  the  north  j)oint  of  opposite  land,  and  be  guided  in 
my  future  proceedings  l)y  (Commander  M'(  jlintock's  notice  there.  I  am 
greatly  vexed  by  being  stopped  short  in  this  interesting  part  of  my  journey. 
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Noted  mv  proceedings  upon  a  record  and  deposited  it  m  the  same  cairn.      ^ .  Joumai  of 

■-i*^,!       ,       •       T-ii      ci/j_        \    -fir     ji  r-  1         Lieutenant  Mecham. 

8.30.    Started,  steering  L.  by      (true.)   Weather  very  loggy  ;  crossed   

several  ranges  of  old  hillocks,  appearing  at  a  short  distance  from  them  very 
much  like  the  land. 

Tuesday,    7th  June. — 2.   Lunched,  |0  to  point  left,  94°  12'.  The 
hillocks  about  here  are  immensely  high  and  very  old.  Observed  a  beautiful  ^ 
fog-bow.    Unable  to  distinguish  the  extreme  of  land  ahead,  as  it  becomes 
very  low. 

Mer.  Alt.    72°  54'  15"  =  Lat.  76°  8'  16"  N.  <^  N.  60  E. 

Var.   120°  E. 

Sixty-first  Joubney 

Weather  very  clear  except  to  the  eastward,  where  a  heavy  fog  overhangs  Caim,  b.c 

the  horizon.    This  is  the  first  bright  day  we  have  had  since  1st  May. 

At  6.20  App.   Time  |0  to  right  tangent  Egiington  -       -  77°  55' 
Right  tangent  to  Turret  Hill      -          -            -       11  58 

Turret  Hill  to  left  tangent  seen  (very  low)    -        -  94  00 

Left  tangent  Egiington  to  right  tangent  North  Land       -  36  42 

„  ,.  to  left  tangent       do.       -        -  82  55 

„  „  to  low  p.  beyond  Point  Disappointment  9  8  i7 

„  „  to  Point  Disappointment    -       -  109  00 

Point  Disappointment   to  hill  in  Cairn  Bay     -  -  33  5 

„  „  to  M'Clintoek's  Cairn     -         -  58  25 

„  „  to  Point  Manson       -      -       -  87  45 

to  Cape  Flay     -  -  -  111  22 

Cape  Hay  to  right  tangent  Egiington  -  -  -  34  1 1 

Left  tangent  Egiington  to  mark  steering  for       -  -         7  26 

7.  Started,  steering  about  east  (true).  The  horizon  has  not  the  same 
appearance  for  \  of  an  hour  together.  I  am  quite  puzzled  to  make  out 
the  land  ahead.  It  occasionally  appears  as  if  joined  to  northern  land.  Calm,  b.c 
Crossed  some  immense  ranges  of  hillocks  and  came  to  a  much  smoother 
and  apparently  younger  floe.  Midnight,  the  fog  lifted  suddenly,  dis- 
closing to  our  view  very  high  land  quite  white  with  snow.  It  appeared  as 
if  within  a  few  miles  of  us,  but  now  there  can  be  no  doubt  but  that  it  is 
the  N.W.-estern  part  of  Melville  Island. 

Wednesday,  8th  June. — Went  on  to  the  land,  leaving  the  sledge  to  travel  to  On  march,  lo^  hours, 
the  extreme  north  point.    On  landing  found  I  was  on  a  small  island  about  Encamped^  is  h 
500  yards  from  the  main.   Crossed  over  to  it.    The  land  is  here  of  a  very 
remarkable  character,  principally  of  a  red  and  brown  mud,  much  worn 
away  by  the  action  of  the  water,  &c.  There  are  several  remarkable  looking 
walls  of  mud,  exactly  resembling  the  side  of  a  ruined  house  or  hut,  but 
on  examination  were  found  to  be  masses  of  worn  away  frozen  mud.  Found  ^^^^  ^.^^^ 
occasional  traces  of  musk  oxen,  although  the  land  is  perfectly  barren. 
Observed  also  several  pools  of  considerable  size  in  which  there  were  several 
flocks  of  brent  geese.    The  snow  has  quite  disappeared  from  this  part  of 
the  land,  but  Melville  Island  appears  as  wintry  as  when   last  seen.  h.  m.  s.         «    ,  „ 
6.  Returned  to  the  sledge  and  encamped  on  the  extreme  north  point.  7  43  22        ^^28  30 
The  crew  reported  having  crossed  a  heavy  ridge  of  hillocks  running  to  the  I  I7  ig        I  S9  00 
N.W.-ward,  also  the  tracks  of  a  sledge.    There  appears  to  be  a  con-  -  48  28        -  48  00 
siderable  rise  and  fall  of  tide,  as  I  had  some  difficulty  in  landing,  owing  to  ~ 
the  breadth  of  the  tidal  cracks  and  the  overflow  of  water  about  them.  s.w.  5  c.m.q. 
The  land  to  the  north  appears  to  turn  sharp  to  the  northward  and  Melville 
Island  to  the  eastward.    Distant  land  can  be  seen  to  the  northward  of  the 
nearest  extreme  point. 

Morning  Observations. 

At  6.  45  01  to  a  patch        -             -             -  -  89°  37' 

Patch  back  to  Black-striped  Head  (Melville)           -  -  68  46 

At  7.  0  to  right  tangent  North  Land        -         -  -  67  57 

Black-striped  Head  to  Spotted  Point      -        --  -1850 

„             to  Nd.  near  extreme  (Melville)  -  39  19 

„             to  distant  extreme  (    do.    )  -  51  14 

,,             to  right  tangent  Noi-th  Land  -  -  82  15 

Right  tangent  to  left  tangent  North  Land       -  -  49  34 

„              to  right  tangent  of  land  left             -  -  72  50 

„             to  black  hill  in  Cairn  Bay         -  -  98  38 

to  M'Clintock'a  Cairn      -          -  -  106  8 
3X2 
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West,  4  cq.s. 


Examining  cairn,  1  hour. 
Ou  march,  3h. 
Lunch,  i-  h. 
Encamped,  12-}. 


S.S.W.  12  miles. 


W.N.W.  4  cq.s. 


N.W.  5  c.q.r. 

On  march,  hours. 
Lunch,  ^  h. 
Encamped,  14-^  h. 

S.W.  12  miles. 


Sixty-second  Jouiinky. 

Blowing  hard  all  day  from  S.W.-ward.  We  all  overslept  ourselves.  Built 
cairns  and  deposited  records.  9-  Started,  steering  along  the  land  to  the 
E.vS. PL-ward.  01)served  sledge  tracks  and  cairn,  which  proved  to  be 
Commander  M'Clintock's  with  record  dated  May  28th.  Left  a  record 
noting  my  visit,  and  proceeded  to  the  southward,  as  the  opposite  coast 
has  already  been  examined. 

Thursday,  ^th  June. — a.m.  Travelling  very  good.  J''loe  apparently  not 
very  old.  Walked  along  the  land  and  found  several  very  large  ponds, 
although  the  land  about  here  is  deeply  covered  with  snow.  The  hills 
above  the  low  land  are  very  remarkably  marked.  They  consist  of  different 
colored  mud  running  in  veins,  much  resembling  in  appearance  geological 
drawings  representing  sections  of  ditferent  strata.  6.15.  Encamped.  Could 
not  gain  a  good  view  of  Melville  Island  ovving  to  the  heavy  clouds  and 
mist. 

At  6.50.  A.M.,  I O  to  left  tangent  this  land     -       -  10.5'' 40' 
Left  tangent  to  South  Point  Bay     -       -       -    87  35 
to  North        „  -       -       -  10.3  7 

North  Point  Bay  to  left  tangent,  Melville      -       -    50  30 
Light  rain  falling. 

Sixty-third  Journey. 

7.  Started  under  sail  at  a  brisk  walk,  Av.eather  looking  very  black  and 
threatening ;  unable  to  see  the  opposite  land.  Coast  continues  very  low 
and  deep  with  snow.  Midnight ;  came  to  a  long  lov/  spit  running  out. 
Hauled  outside  of  it,  as  the  snow  is  very  deep. 

Friday,  l^th  June. — Weather  as  before.  4.  Encamped. 

Observed  Mer.  Alt.  O  74°  4'  45"  -  75°  47'  lat.  N. 

At  12.10.  lO  to  north  point,  north  bight       -  -  10.3°  24' 

North  bight  to  Appointment  entrance   -       -  -      2  23 

to  Black-striped  Bluff        -       -  -    14  57 

Black-striped  Head  to  north  extreme     -       -  -    15  31 

to  north  extreme  this  land  (low)  -    38  38 

to  patch  on  land  abreast     -       -  -10813 
Patch  to  Castle  Head  over  and  inside  extreme  point  -    90  49 

Castle  Head  to  south  extreme  this  land  -       -  -    22  37 

to  low  extreme  -       -       -  -    28  45 

to  S.W.  Point  MelviUe       •■       -  -    52  26 

S.W.  Cape  to  Haycock  Bluff       -       -       -  -     2  16 

to  Point  Kelly  -       -       -  -    13  18 

to  North  Point  Bay  -       -       -  -    28  46 

to  N.W.  Point  -       -       -       -  -    67  27 

to  south  point,  second  bay  -       -  -    83  16 


Nortt,  4  cq.s. 


On  march,  13\  hours. 
Lunch,  4  h. 
Encamped,  1.?^  h. 
E.^N.  17  i  miles. 


Calm,  b.c. 


Sixty-fourth  Journey. 

6.30.  Started  to  the  eastward  for  Melville  Island.  Weather  looking  very 
threatening.  As  the  weather  cleared  saw  the  high  snow-capped  hills  seen 
while  crossing  to  the  southward.  The  whole  of  the  land  of  Melville  Island 
in  sight  is  high  and  steep,  with  several  very  remarkable  hills  towards  the 
northern  extreme.  10..30.  Observed  northern  extreme  shut  in  by  land 
about  Black-striped  Head  bearing  W.  b  N.     N.  _ 

Salurdm/,  llth  June. — a.m.  2.  Observed  an  object  much  resembhng  a 
cairn  at  the  entrance  of  a  deep  inlet.  Walked  on  to  the  land  and  found  it 
to  be  one  of  Commander  iVI'Clintock's,  date  May  8th,  stating  he  had 
been  down  to  7^)°  2,^)'  N.  8.1.5.  Sledge  arrived.  Encamped.  The  bay 
apparently  runs  up  about  eight  or  nine  miles. 

'  Mer.  alt,  O  74°  12'  15"  =  Lat.  75°  48'  23"  N.  <^  N.  64  E. 


Moviiin'''  Obsei'vations. 


m. 
16 
17 

19 
21 
22 
24 
25 


H. 

20 
52 
19 

4 

32 
2 
10 


61' 
62 


'46' 
,3 
12 
23 
31 
41 
47 


45" 
00 
00 
00 
00 
15 
16 


VariaCioji,  116  K 
Error  aexfc.  2'  22" 
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Bearing  from  Sun  at  noon.  '     °  Journal  of 

First  point  beyond  this  on  witli  hill  at  head  of  inlet  S.  9-i  24  E.  LieutenanOIecham. 

Extreme  bight  at  south  end  of  inlet       -       -  -  99  21 

opposite  point    -       -       -  -  102  38 

Extreme  to  high  conical  hill          -       -       -  -  21  34 

to  opposite  point  of  entrance    -       -  -  60  50 

to  extreme  of  land  -       -       -       -  -  68  32 

Sixty-fifth  Journey. 

P.M.  Weather  very  hot,  ahiiost  impossible  to  lay  in  the  tent,  still  very  little  Calm,  o.c. 
thaw  has  taken  place.    Built  up  the  cairn  again  and  deposited  a  record  in  it 
with  his.  Could  not  see  the  land  at  the  N.E.  corner  of  the  bay.  10.30.  Started 
along  the  land  to  the  southward  and  westward.    Went  over  the  hills,  but 
was  soon  obliged  to  descend,  owing  to  the  deep  ravines  and  steep  cliffs. 

Sunday,  \2th  June. — Went  to  examine  something  which  resembled  a 
ruined  hut,  found  it  to  be  only  natural  formation  of  the  soil  and  rock. 
The  land  about  here  is  rather  remarkable,  rising  in  a  series  of  terraces  and 
with  several  rows  of  buttresses  and  pinnacles,  formed  by  the  decay  of 
the  soil  and  stones.  The  lemmings  are  very  numerous  about  here,  and 
appear  to  form  a  staple  article  of  food  for  the  burgomasters,  who  frequently 
pounce  down  and  carry  them  up  to  their  resting  places  on  the  rocks.  At 
2.15.  o  on  with  land  passed  astern,  the  land  running  about  S.W.  b.  S. 
6.  Encamped.  Glare  very  great.  Charles  Nisbet  complains  of  great  pain  march,  7^  hours, 
in  his  right  eye ;  supposing  it  to  be  caused  by  the  glare,  treated  it  as  Encam'ped,'i2  h. 
for  snow-blindness. 

At  6.55  Ol  to  K  head  rounded  to-day  -  -       71°  25'  S.W.  by  S.  7i  mUes. 

Headland  to  north  extreme  -  -  -       12  34 

Mer.   Alt.  O  74°  81'  45"  =  Lat.  75°  42'  N. 

Exceedingly  hot  all  day ;  able  to  sleep  on  the  sail  outside  the  tent. 
Constant  noise  of  the  stones  rolling  down  the  cliffs,  and  the  screeching  Ca.m,  b.c. 
of  the  burgomasters.    Shot  three  ptarmigan. 

Sixty-sixth  Journey. 

P.M.  Travelling  oppressively  hot  under  the  steep  black  cliffs.    Men  drag-  Caim,  b.c 
ging  in  their  flannels.    Large  stones  rolling  down  in  all  directions.  At 
6.55  opened  a  headland  to  S.W-ward  bearing  by  the  sun  10  88°  26'. 
Passed  a  great  number  of  lemmings  on  the  floe,  which  were  frequently 
carried  up  by  the  burgomasters.     Passed  the  skin  of  a  reindeer;  also 
observed  two  seals  at  their  holes.     Land  rises  here  at  about  an  angle  Encam'ped!  is  h. 
of  40°  from  the  ice,  and  is  principally  formed  by  debris  with  pinnacles  of  ^"^^ 
decayed  rocks  forming  occasional  terraces  ;  there  is  but  little  pressure,  but 
generally  the  floe  is  old  and  rather  hillocky,  but  the  travelling  very  fair. 

Monday,  I3ih  June. — 12.30.  Opened  a  deep  bight  running  to  the  east- 
ward about  eight  or  nine  miles.  The  land  here  becomes  lower,  and  at  the 
N.  point  of  the  entrance  to  the  inlet  runs  off  in  a  low  point.  4.  Observed 
a  cairn  upon  the  S.  shore,  probably  Commander  M'Clintock's.  Charles 
Nisbet  suffering  very  much  from  a  sore  eye.  4.30.  Encamped  about  two 
miles  from  the  cairn. 

At  4.40  A.M.  App.  Time.  0i  to  Point  Kelly  -          -  104°  22' 

Right  tangent  Melville  to  Haycock  Bluff     -  -       -  1  46 

to  Point  Kelly     -  -         -  31  30 

to  M'Clintock's  cairn  -           -  70  29 

Point  Kelly  to  S.  Point  at  head  of  inlet       -  -       -  76  33 

to  round  land  at  head       -  '  -           -  81  38 

to  north  head  of  inlet            -  -       -  90  37 

North  head  to  north  point  of  inlet         -  -            -  60  7 

to  left  tangent  Melville     -       -  -       -  66  18 

Left  tangent  Melville  to  right  tangent  Egiington  -  -  20  12 

to  N.  side  Snowy  Bay  -  -       -  25  38 

to  S.  side          -  -           -  37  19 

to  Castle  Head         -  -        -  64  15 

to  Spit  Point        -  -           -  102  24 

Spit  Point  to  right  tangent  Melville          -  -         -  66  10 

Sixty-seventh  Journey. 

P.M.   7-30.    Started  along  the  land  to   the  southward  among  large  caim,  b.c 
hillocks  of  very  old  and  heavy  ice.    The  snow  to-day  bears  more  the 
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Journal  of 
tdeutenant  Mecham. 


On  march,  12  hours. 
Lunch,  -i  h. 
Encamped, 
nuie». 


appearance  of  thaw  than  I  have  yet  seen.  The  water  is  also  runninj^  down 
very  rapidly  in  all  the  ravines  and  gullies.  Observed  the  tracks  of  reindeer 
and  wolves  travcllinu;  to  the  westward  from  this  shore.  Lemmings  very 
numerous  upon  the  ice.  (Observed  a  cairn  upon  the  first  terrace  above  the 
beach,  which  I  found  to  be  Commander  M'Clintock's,  containing  a  note  for 
me,  dated  May  7th,  stating  that  he  had  come  thus  far  in  hopes  of  meeting 
us.  This  to  me  was  very  unexpected,  as  I  passed  here  on  April  219th,  and 
then  had  no  idea  that  it  was  Captain  M'Chntock's  intention  of  doing  so. 
Deposited  a  record  in  the  cairn,  and  proceeded. 

Tuesday,  lith  June. —  I.m.  Sent  a  man  up  a  ravine  to  collect  coal.  '.i. 
Came  to  the  termination  of  this  range  of  hills,  and  opened  the  bay  in  which 
our  depot  is  deposited.  On  landing  found  the  whole  plain  a  regular  swamp, 
with  numerous  large  ponds  and  streams.  I  could  also  observe  that  the 
sledge's  crew  were  travelling  nearly  knee  deep  in  water.  Observed  a  great 
many  brent  geese  and  15  musk  oxen.  Shot  three  of  the  former  and 
one  of  the  latter,  and  collected  some  eggs.  I  was  in  considerable  alarm  for 
our  depot  as  I  found  wolf  tracks  coming  directly  from  it,  At  eight  I  arrived 
at  the  tent  and  found  it  quite  safe,  with  a  notice  from  Nares,  dated  May 
5th,  saying  that  Bailey  was  much  improved.  Sent  the  crew  for  the 
carcase  of  the  bull,  which  was  in  excellent  condition.  We  all  enjoyed 
a  good  wash  to  day  for  the  first  time  since  leaving  the  ship.  This 
place  is  much  improved  since  our  last  visit.  Its  dull  and  monotonous 
appearance  is  now  enlivened  by  the  running  streams  and  constant  call 
of  the  ptarmigan,  plover,  and  brent  geese. 
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Wednesday,  Ibth  June. — Determined  to  remain  to-day  to  mend  our  boots 
and  rest,  &c.  Built  a  large  cairn  upon  a  hill  over  encampment,  and  one 
upon  the  beach.  Deposited  records  noting  our  past  proceedings,  also  a 
chart  containing  discoveries,  and  all  useful  information.  Cut  all  the  meat 
off  the  bones  of  the  bull. 

Morning  Observations. 


h. 
7 


m.  s. 

26  8 

27  55 

29  2 

30  00 

31  8 

32  45 
34  00 


49 


50 


7  45 
21  30 
30  30 
37  00 
45  45 
55  15 

8  15 


Lunar  Observations.   8  p.m.    Depot  Point. 
Sim's  altitude. 


h. 

m. 

s. 

0 

It 

9 

38 

9   

25 

58 

15 

39 

22 

52 

30 

40 

40 

45 

15 

41 

43 

39 

45 

42 

49 

34 

00 

9 

47 

26 

109 

45 

15- 

60 

3 

46 

45 

51 

6 

46 

45 

54 

21 

47 

45 

56 

55 

49 

00 

DO 
N.  L. 


Sun's  altitude  0 
lOfi.  I  II).  5w.  24°  3'  00" 


(    531  ) 


Sixty-eighth  Journey. 

P.M.  Hauled  sledge  upon  the  ice  and  packed,    7-30.  Started  over  the  N.w.sb.c. 
grounded  hummocks.    Water  very  deep,  with  a  great  quantity  of  sludge. 
While  crossing  a  hummock  it  broke  in  two,  which  upset  the  sledge  and 
disabled  the  left  runner.    Bored  holes  in  the  poppets,  and  after  heaving  the 
broken  parts  together  with  a  Spanish  windlass,  lashed  them  securely  with  Mending  sledge,  1  hour, 
hide  and  fished  the  side  Avith  spare  battens.    Travelling  along  the  land  £^nX?ii^*^' 
among  the  same  range  of  enormous  hummocks  that  we  passed  on  April  Encamped,  u  h. 
28th.    Obliged  to  take  long  rounds  on  account  of  weak  runner,  which,  g    g  ^^^^^ 
although  safe,  complains  slightly  among  the  large  hummocks. 

Thursday,  l6M.  Sledge  upset  occasionally,  which  obliged  us  to  ^^^^ 

unload.     Travelling  very  heavy,  with  deep  sludge  and  occasional  large 
ponds  of  water.  5.30.  Encamped. 

Sixty -NINTH  Journey. 

Water  increasing  very  fast.    The  land  here  is  perfectly  bare  of  snow.  y^j.j^yg  ^^^^  -^^ 
The  stillness  of  the  scene  is  only  broken  by  the  roaring  of  the  torrents  e  b.c.q. 
down  the  ravines.  7-30.  Started  over  a  range  of  hummocks,  and  proceeded 
along  the  land  upon  very  smooth  ice  with  about  a  foot  of  water  on  it.  The  LunX'^20m.* 
young  ice  makes  it  very  painful  to  the  feet  and  fagging,  as  it  requires  a  Encamped,  15  h. 
heavy  stamp  at  each  step,  which  together  with  the  cold  water  causes  great 
pain  to  the  feet. 

Friday^  V]th  June. — ■1.30.  Passed  Point  Cyclops,  which  is  about  three  Caim,  b.c. 
miles  deep  and  about  eight  across.    4.  Encamped. 

Seventieth  Journey.  nw  3c 

7.  Started  under  sail,  the  sledge  running  at  a  rapid  pace  without  any    '  ' 
dragging.     Travelling  drier  than  yesterday.    Observed  a  herd  of  musk 
oxen  with  several  calves.    The  land  round  Warrington  Bay  is  undulating, 
with  a  high  hill  at  the  back,  apparently  favourable  for  game.    Midnight ,  on  march,  8|  hours, 
observed  a  white  musk  cow  with  a  black  calf.  Tried  to  shoot  her,  but  on  my  Lunch,  \  h. 
approach  it  made  off  up  a  steep  hill.    Shot  a  hare.    From  here  the  water  -^°°^"^p^'^' 
becomes  very  deep  and  covered  with  very  thick  young  ice.  Wind  freshened 
to  a  gale,  obliging  us  to  lower  the  sail  while  in  the  deep  water. 

Saturday,  \^th  June. — ^Travelling  at  a  rapid  pace,  snowing  and  freezing 
hard.  Very  cold,  and  young  ice  most  painful  to  the  feet.  Weather  very  e.s.e.  u  miles, 
thick ;  kept  close  along  the  land  for  fear  of  missing  the  depot.  Crossed  the 
grounded  hummocks  and  launched  the  sledge  into  a  broad  pool  of  water 
along  the  beach,  tracked  her  along  until  close  to  the  depot,  where  we  pitched 
upon  a  very  wet  bank  of  stony  ground.  Brought  depot  down  to  the  sledge.  ^ 
Most  unpleasant  weather.  Our  boots  were  so  encased  with  ice  that  we 
were  obliged  to  cut  the  lacings.    The  sledge  appears  like  a  solid  mass  of  ice. 

Seventy-first  Journey. 

7.30.  The  water  had  increased  during  the  day  to  about  50  yards  wide,  n.w^  7  cq.s. 
leaving  only  one  place  where  we  could  make  a  portage.     Built  a  cairn, 
and  deposited  a  record.    Took  advantage  of  a  piece  of  grounded  ice  in 
the  centre ;  moored  the  sledge  between  it  and  the  beach,  and  passed  every- 
thing across  by  the  hand.     Repeated  the  operation  to  the  hummocks. 
This  was  a  long  and  tedious  job,  besides  getting  our  traps  very  damp.  Making  portages,  4^  hours. 
Midnight ;  loaded  the  sledge  on  the  ice,  and  proceeded  along  the  land  over  TunX,l-h.^  ' 
rough  and  irregular  ice,  which  occasioned  us  frequent  upsets.  Encamped,  144  h. 

Sunday,  l^th  June. — Travelling  very  wet.    Floe  covered  with  water.  East,  1 4  miles. 
2.  Struck  off  for  the  opposite  point  of  the  bay.  Sludge  makes  it  very  heavy 
travelling.  9-  Reached  the  opposite  shore  and  encamped  on  the  land.  While 
crossing  observed  great  numbers  of  musk  oxen  on  the  east  side  of  the  bay.  caim,  c.o. 

Morning  Observations. 
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Variable. 


On  march,  8  hours. 
Lunch,  ^  h. 
Encamped,  13  h. 
7  miles. 


West,  4  e.  m,d. 


S.W.  2  cq.s. 


On  march,  84  hours. 
Lunch,  4  h. 
Encamped,  37  h. 
9  miles. 


W.S.W.  5  cq.r. 


S.  W.O  c.q. 


On  march,  1 1  hours. 
Lunch,  i  h. 
Krjcamped,  1I>  h. 

'22  luiloH. 


S  V  ic  .w  'J'  V  -.s  i  :  (;  o  N  J  J  , J  (j  ( j  1 1  w  k  v  , 

Spent  a  comfortable  rest  and  dried  oar  Ijagga^e,  Sec.  About  here  tlicrc 
are  several  curious  knolls  of  earth,  much  rescmfjling  old  cairns.  Pulled  one 
down  with  a  pickaxe,  but  found  it  was  only  masses  of  decayed  earth.  The 
floe  here  resembles  a  vast  swamp,  which  obliged  us  to  travel  very  close  to 
the  land.  Midnight ;  crossed  a  deep  and  rapid  stream,  and  rounded  Point 
Bailey.  About  liere  the  land  is  covered  with  deep  moss,  and  \'ery 
swampy,  with  innumerable  small  ponds,  in  which  there  are  several  geese 
and  ducks. 

Monday,  IQtJi  Jane. — Ice  broke  through ;  found  the  water  four  feet 
deep.  Went  in  chase  of  some  reindeer,  and  on  my  return  found  the  sledge 
stopped  by  a  deep  and  rapid  stream,  which  had  v/ashed  away  all  the  ice  off 
the  beach.  Sent  the  men  up  to  collect  coal,  which  was  found  here  in 
great  lumps.  Shot  two  pintailed  ducks.  Rogers  reported  that  from  the 
hills  he  had  seen  great  immbers  of  mu:sk  oxen.  Found  our  only  course 
was  to  drag  the  sledge  over  the  grounded  hummocks,  and  proceed  among 
the  pressed-up  ice  ;  our  difficulties  were  augmented  by  a  thick  fog.  8. .30. 
Encamped  on  the  ice.  Observed  occasionally  the  south  land  of  the  gulf 
about  Cape  James  Ross. 

Seventy-third  Jouiiney. 

9.  Started,  steering  for  the  north  point  of  a  bay.  Travelling  became  so 
heavy  and  deep  that  we  were  obliged  to  travel  round  the  head  of  the  bay. 
There  is  a  perfect  sheet  of  water  inside  the  hummocks  about  four  miles 
round.  A  boat  might  sail  along  this  coast  with  ease,  as  a  deep  stream 
follows  its  margin.    Observed  two  large  herds  of  musk  oxen. 

Tuesday,  2\st  June.  —a.m.  Passed  along  the  land,  following  every  inden- 
tation of  the  coast,  making  our  progress  rather  slow.  Observed  several 
flocks  of  ducks.  The  land  here  is  well  stocked  with  vegetation,  wTth  a 
good  deal  of  saxifrage  in  blossom.  6.30.  Hauled  on  the  beach  and 
encamped.  About  here  there  are  a  great  many  skeletons  of  musk  oxen 
From  the  hill  the  ice  appears  to  be  covered  with  deep 
eastward. 

Mer.  Alt.  O  76'  19'  4.5"  n  Lat.  75°  .3'  26". 
Cape  James  Koss  bearing  south  by  sun  at  noon. 

At  1 1'lO.  App.  Time,  |0  to  right  tangent  Savage  Head 
South  point  this  land  to  Cape  James  Eoss 
Cape  James  Ross  to  Point  Hoare       -  _  _ 

Point  Hoare  to  top  of  East  Creek        -  -  _ 

„         to  right  tangent  Savage  Head 

„         to  left  ditto  ditto 

„         to  O  Hardy  Bluff"  on  with  next  point  this  land 
„         to  land  at  O  of  top  of  inlet 

P.M.  Shot  a  hare,  and  found  a  dead  musk  ox  upon  the  hill.  4.  Wind 
freshening  from  S.  W.-ward.  Came  on  to  rain  heavily.  The  tent  kept  it  out 
very  well  for  five  hours.  Considered  it  better  to  remain  encamped.  The 
streams  commenced  running  with  increased  vigour,  and  the  snow  is  disap- 
pearing very  fast  from  the  ice,  which  will  improve  our  travelling. 

Wednesday,  ^IdJune. — a.m.  3.  Rain  ceased  and  snow  commenced  falhng, 
which  soon  gave  the  land  quite  a  wintry  appearance.  Started  over  the 
hills  to  look  for  game,  and  sent  a  man  in  the  opposite  direction.  Returned 
with  only  one  ptarmigan,  p.m.  Blowing  very  fi-esh  all  day  from  W.S.W. 
with  occasional  heavy  showers  of  rfiin. 

S  i:  V  EN  TY-FOUUTI 1  JoURNK  Y. 

9.30.  Started  close  along  the  land,  where  we  found  the  travelling  gootl 
and  tolerably  dry ;  in  every  hole  the  water  is  rushing  down  with  great  force. 
'Phere  are  two  deep  ravines  here  whicdi  keep  up  a  continuation  of  the  stream 
along  the  land.  Midnight ;  opened  a,  deep  bay.  At  the  point  on  the  N. 
side  there  is  a  miignificent  headland. 

Tlhursday,  '2'SdJime. — 12.30  Struck  across  the  bay.  The  water  here  is 
about  14  inches  deep,  without  a  single  dry  spot.  It  is  covered  with 
strong  young  ice,  wliich  together  with  the  sharp  wind  occasioned  great 
pain  to  the  feet  and  ancles,  also  ruination  to  the  b^)ots.  On  arriving  at  the 
opposite  j)oint  of  the  bay  the  ice  became  more  drained     'Pheland  all  round 
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this  bight  is  composed  of  steep  and  black  cliffs,  intersected  with  rugged 
ravines.  The  land  about  Mount  Joy  is  composed  of  debris  about  500  West, 4  b.c. 
feet  high,  principally  of  immense  stone,  through  which  the  water  gurgles 
with  a  peculiar  noise.  We  now  appear  to  be  at  the  narrowest  part  of  the 
inlet.  Went  on  to  the  N.-ward  so  as  to  open  the  bight  in  the  N.E.  corner. 
Built  a  cairn  and  encamped.  8.  Returned  to  the  sledge. 
Mer.  Alt.  0  75°  55'  30"    Latitude  75°  1 6'  N. 

Cape  Jas.  Eoss  to  Point  Hoare   -  -  -    20°  57 

Point  Hoare  to  right  tangent  Savage  Head  -  1 9  6 
to  left  tangent  ditto  -  -  63  22 
to  nearest  point  -  -  -    92  29 

Nearest  point  to  Point  Hardy  Bluff"-  -  -  28  9 
to  opposite  corner  of  inlet  -    32  50 

Point  Hardy  Bluff"  to  Point  at  corner  of  land  at  head  20  9 
to  N.  Point  this  side  on  with  Head  \qq  £2 

of  west  inlet  -  -        -  / 

to  Cairn  -  -  -  -  121  .35 

Cairn  to  left  tangent  this  side  -  -  85  39 
Cairn  to  Cape  Jas.  Ross  -  -    97  43 

At  12-30  I©  to  Hardy  Bluff     -       -       -       -  127  55 
Light  rain  falling  during  the  latter  part  of  the  day. 

Seventy-fifth  Journey. 

Deposited  a  record  in  the  cairn.  9-  Started  for  the  east  side  of  the  inlet. 
Rain  coming  down  in  torrents  ;  every  particle  of  snow  has  disappeared,  and 
we  travelled  through  water  varying  in  depth  from  eighteen  inches  to  two 
feet.  Along  the  land  the  water  is  running  down  in  large  streams,  and  there 
are  several  fine  cascades  along  the  steep  cliffs. 

Friday,  June  24th. — 12.30.  Arrived  at  the  east  shore,  where  we  found  a 
well  drained  lead  close  along  the  cliffs.    This  is  however  a  matter  of 
perfect  indifference  to  us,  as  we  are  thoroughly  drenched  with  the  rain,  LunX'^h.^* 
which  makes  it  unpleasantly  cool.    The  cliffs  here  are  about  200  feet  high,  Encamped,  1.5411. 
and  present  a  curious  sight  of  dilapidated  pinnacles  of  rock,  about  which 
there  are  a  great  many  burgomasters.    3.  Opened  a  small  creek  running  to 
the  N.E.-ward,  about  3^  miles  deep.     The  northern  shore  is  low,  and 
covered  with  a  bed  of  moss,  about  which  several  musk  oxen  are  grazing. 
3.  Sun  came  out,  which  was  a  most  comfortable  change  to  us  in  our  wet 
clothes.   5.30.  Came  to  a  low  piece  of  land  at  the  entrance  of  a  ravine. 
Encamped,  and  opened  out  all  our  things  to  dry.     Shot  three  hares.  The  ^^j^ 
land  here  is  very  favourable  for  game,  and  rises  in  two  high  terraces  to  an 
elevation  of  about  450  feet.     There  are  also  several  very  fine  ravines 
about  here. 

S.  Point  Creek  to  Savage  Head    -  -  -    8°  54' 

S.  Point,  Savage  Head  to  point  at  head  of  inlet  -    1  3 

to  right  corner  west  creek  -         -    4  24 

to  left  ditto  on  with  S.  Point  Creek  10  58 

to  last  encampment     -       -       -  24  4 
Savage  Head  to  point  near  Mount  Joy     -  -  35  59 

to  inner  point  ditto  on  with  S.W.  "1  ^-j^  -^^ 
comer  of  bay        -       -       -  J 

to  S,  Point  opposite  bay   -  -  79  13 

Inner  Point,  Mount  Joy  to  Cape  of  21st      -       -  74  17 

to  extreme  point  -  -  -  82  36 

Extreme  point  to  Cape  Jas.  Ross  -       -       -       -  45  20 

to  next  point  on  this  side  -  -  56  15 

Seventy-sixth  Journey. 

P.M.  Built  a  cairn  and  deposited  a  record.  9-  Started  along  the  land,  Caim,  e.m.(L 
threading  our  way  among  heavy  hummocks.  Midnight ;  struck  in  to  the 
beach.  Observed  three  large  bulls,  who  made  off  on  our  approach.  Landed 
and  went  in  pursuit  of  a  herd  of  eight  oxen.  Shot  two  heifers  :  one  ran  at 
the  man  who  was  with  me,  but  his  wounds  prevented  his  doing  any  mischief ; 
the  remainder  stood  in  a  most  stupid  manner  within  a  few  yards  of  us. 
Took  the  four  hind  quarters,  which  appear  to  be  beautiful  meat.  Sent  the 
sledge  across  the  bay  and  walked  round  myself  upon  a  perfect  field  of 
grass  and  moss  much  resembhng  a  rich  meadow.  Several  musk  oxen  and 
reindeer  grazing.  A  large  flock  of  snowy  geese  flew  over. 
IIL  3  Y 
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On  inarch,  10  hours. 
Lunch,  and  skinning  oxen,  l  i  h. 
Encamped,  14  h. 
15  mi  cs. 


N.E,  7  c.q. 


On  march,  1  Of  hours. 
Lunch,  ^  h. 
Encamped,  14  h. 
15  miles. 
N.E.,  e.b.cq. 


N.N.E.,  8  h.c.q. 


On  march,  9  hours. 
Lunch,  5  h. 
Encamped,  \5]n. 
18  miles. 


N.E.  6  b.c. 


N.-Easterly,  7  b.c.q. 


On  march,  12  hours. 
Lunch,  i  h. 
Encamped,  14  h. 
24  miles. 


N.E.  4  b.c. 


Satw^da/i/,  2^)th  June. — a.m.  'l^hc  crew  with  the  sledj^c  had  Home  trouble  in 
crossing,  owing' to  the  great  depth  of  the  water.  Observed  two  herdH  of 
reindeer  going  to  the  westward  at  full  speed,  '.i.  Lunched.  Observed 
Hooper's  Island  and  Cape  J^Mwards.  ""J'he  water  })ecarne  so  deep  and  the 
ice  so  uneven  and  slippery,  that  we  found  the  greatest  difficulty  in  getting 
along.  Water  in  many  places  over  four  feet.  8.  Hauled  in  upon  a  dry  beach 
and  encamped ;  light  rain  faUing  all  day.    Shot  two  hares. 

Seventy-seventh  Journey. 

P.M.  Our  ancles  are  to-day  very  sore  and  swollen.  Bandag(;d  them  up 
with  flannel  which  gave  great  relief.  J3uilt  a  cairn  and  deposited  a  record. 
Shot  two  hares.  Observed  several  musk  oxen,  who  made  off  up  the  steepest 
part  of  the  hills.  Crossed  a  bay  and  steered  for  Cape  Edwards.  It  is 
necessary  to  travel  here  according  to  the  tides,  as  the  water  overflows  the 
tidal  cracks  for  several  feet. 

Sunday,  26th  June. —  4.  Struck  out  across  Barry  Bay.  Water  deep 
and  ice  slippery.  Wind  very  cold  and  sharp  from  the  N.E-ward. 
9.  Arrived  at  the  east  side  and  encamped.  Went  to  the  top  of  the  land 
and  observed  a  large  lagoon  at  the  head  of  the  bay.  A  deer  came  within 
a  few  feet  of  the  tent.    Traces  of  musk  oxen  very  numerous. 

Seventy-eighth  Journey. 

P.M.  1 1 .  Started  close  along  the  beach  upon  tolerably  dry  ground,  but  with 
a  very  deep  stream  between  us  and  the  beach.  The  cliffs  are  all  composed 
of  decayed  stone  and  debris  of  heavy  masses  of  earth,  &c.  Wind 
coming  down  in  tremendous  squalls  over  the  hills,  making  it  very  cold  to 
the  feet. 

Monday,  27th  June. — 3.  Came  to  a  bay  round  which  the  land  is  sloping 
and  richly  covered  with  moss.  Beyond  it  are  magnificent  cliffs  about 
700  feet  high,  and  appearing  like  a  most  elaborate  piece  of  masonry. 
5.  Lunched  at  the  point  of  Bushman  cove.  Sent  sledge  across  with  direc- 
tions to  encamp  on  the  opposite  point.  Walked  into  Bushman  Cove  and 
examined  Commander  M'Clintock's  cairn,  beside  which  was  laying  the 
remnants  of  Sir  Edward  Parry's  cart,  left  in  1820.  Replaced  the  record  with 
one  of  mine.  At  the  foot  of  a  hill  were  several  musk  oxen  and  reindeer 
grazing  upon  a  beautiful  flat  of  moss.  Crossed  the  cove  and  walked  over 
the  land  to  the  eastward.  Observed  the  head  of  the  gulf  to  turn  to  the 
N.E. -ward  and  became  very  low ;  just  beyond  this  there  is  a  very  large 
lagoon.  1 1 .  Returned  to  the  tent  and  encamped.  The  sugar  pemmican 
made  me  very  unwell. 

Seventy-ninth  Journey. 

IL  Started  along  the  land  to  the  point  beyond  this.  The  cliffs  here 
are  almost  perpendicular,  with  overhanging  banks  of  snow.  On  passing 
them  some  musk  oxen  climbed  up  with  great  activity  out  of  our  way. 
Where  the  land  gets  low  again  there  are  several  musk  oxen  grazing. 
Struck  out  for  the  opposite  shore.  Water  very  deep,  with  occasional 
patches  of  very  heavy  sludge,  which  obliged  us  to  dig  the  sledge  out 
occasionally.  The  ice  is  not  (juite  so  slippery,  which  eases  our  ancles  very 
much. 

Tuesday,  2f>th  June. — a.m.  2.  Arrived  at  the  opposite  shore.  Set  the  sail. 
Gained  a  view  of  the  head  of  the  gulf,  which  sweeps  round,  with  low 
land  to  the  N.E.-ward  about  10  miles  distant.  Steered  along  the  land 
round  a  very  deep  bay ;  at  the  head  of  it  the  water  was  very  deep,  owing 
to  a  very  rapid  stream,  which  gave  us  much  difficulty  in  crossing.  Found 
some  small  pierces  of  decayed  wood.  Near  the  lagoon  I  found  an  empty 
meat  tin  (llogarth),  and  the  mark  of  an  encampment,  proved  to  be 
Mr.  Nares'.  Re(juired  great  care  in  crossing  the  mouth  of  the  lagoon, 
as  the  torrent  was  making  out  with  great  fiay.  Carried  away  sheers  of  ' 
sail.  Jl.  Kn(t;unped  at  tlie  entrance  of  depot  ravine.  Found  the  cart  all 
right,  and  a  large  budget  of  welcome  news  from  the  ship,  also  some  lime 
juice  and  vegetables. 
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Eightieth  Journey.  .  Journal  of 

1  1      A  •    1  Lieutenant  Mecham. 

Wednesday,  'i^th  June. — a.m.  1 .  Sent  men  for  the  cart  and  depot ;  carried  — 
the  traps  to  the  first  ridge,  and  packed  the  cart.   Found  the  leather  boots  a 
great  treat,  as  we  are  all  nearly  barefooted.    3.  Started,  but  was  obliged  to 
unload  again  and  proceed  with  half  the  traps.    The  country  here  is  a  ™ 
perfect  swamp,  the  wheels  sink  down  to  the  axletrees  in  the  mud  ;  so  that     ^^^^^^  ^^^^^ 
we  are  hardly  able  to  move  the  cart  along,  and  occasionally  it  drags  off  our  Lunch,  ^h. 
boots.    11.  Pitched  the  tent  and  lunched;  sent  the  crew  back  with  cart  for  ^'^x' 
the  remaining  traps,    p.m.  Went  on  to  examine  the  road  beyond  ;  found  no   ^     «  goo  • 
improvement,  but  it  is  intersected  with  deep  and  rapid  streams.    At  the  large 
ravine  the  stream  is  about  fifty  yards  wide,  four  feet  deep,  and  running  with 

great  fury.  Built  occasional  cairns  as  guides  for  to-morrow's  route.  6.  Cart  anTalSdilS^heXsTrSige 
arrived ;  Encamped.  The  men  dead  tired.  Raining  hard  all  the  afternoon.       of  luiis. 

h.  m.  s.  °    '  " 

6  56  44  .  .  40  36  15 

58  23  24  45 

7  5  40  39  30  30 

8  12  11  30 

9  42  39  00  00 
11  20           38  48  00 

Eighty-first  Journey. 

Thursday^  ^Oth  June. — a.m.  Gloomy,  with  occasional  heavy  showers,  s.e.  2  c.m.r. 
The  rain  has  increased  the  swamps  and  deepened  the  streams.    8.  Started 
with  the  cart,  carrying  half  our  traps.   8.30.  It  stuck  fast  in  a  swamp  close 
to  a  snowy  patch.    Loaded  the  sledge  and  proceeded,  winding  about  to 
keep  on  the  small  patches  of  snow,  which  obliged  us  to  go  over  about  four 
times  the  distance  ;  indeed  we  were  put  to  our  wits'  end  to  get  along  at  all. 
Arrived  at  a  large  ravine.    Sent  sledge  back  for  the  cart  and  remaining 
traps.  P.M.  2.  Loaded  the  cart  with  everything  and  entered  the  stream  with  On  march,  13  hours, 
every  precaution ;  four  men  at  the  pole  and  the  remainder  at  the  wheels.  E^amped,  u  h. 
This  was  certainly  an  experiment  of  considerable  risk;  the  water  ran  with  4nuies (good), 
such  force  that  it  came  up  to  our  armpits  and  almost  made  a  clean  breach 
over  the  cart ;  the  men  worked  with  a  will  and  we  crossed  all  safe.  The 
land  here  rises  to  a  considerable  height.    Carried  our  traps  up  the  side  of  a  TraveUing  through  deep 
ravine  and  loaded  the  sledge  with  everything.    Put  cart  on  top  of  sledge  s^n^amps,  and  crossing  a  broad 

,         ,  TTr  111         n  •  •       11     stream  m  the  hrst  ravine. 

and  made  sail  over  all.  We  now  got  on  tolerably  well,  as  there  is  occasionally 

a  little  snow  upon  the  ground  and  a  strong  wind  right  aft ;  men  in  great  ^^^^^  5  c  m  r 

spirits  at  so  favourable  a  change.    9-  Encamped  upon  a  swamp,  which  is  Raining  hard  au  day. 

the  driest  spot  to  be  found.    Observed  the  top  of  the  Table  Hills  above 

Winter  Harbour. 

Eighty-second  Journey. 

Friday,  \st  July. — 11.  Started  with  sail  set  upon  the  cart,  making  good  n.w.  4b.c. 
progress  among  the  patches  of  sludge.    The  work  was  exceedingly  heavy  Carts,  with  sail  set,  placed  on 
as  there  were  frequently  patches  of  stones  and  mud.    The  level  land  to  the  ^Impt^ocSotS^  'over  ^ 
eastward  of  us  is  one  sheet  of  water,  having  the  appearance  of  a  large  lake,  little  snow. 
Observed  the  cairn  on  Cape  Bounty.  Noon ;  observed  the  cairns  upon  the 
south  side  of  middle  ravine.   Came  to  the  end  of  the  snow  ;  put  sledge  upon 
top  of  the  cart  rails  and  proceeded  under  sail,  which  helped  us  considerably, 
but  shook  the  men  very  much. 

p.m.  2.  Crossed  another  rapid  ravine  and  proceeded,  carrying  half  our  traps  On  march,  15  hours, 
up  the  opposite  side.   4.  Lunched.  Beyond  this  we  experienced  the  greatest  Encamped!"i5  h. 
difficulty  in  crossing  small  rapids ;  in  one  the  cart  was  carried  away  and  only  e  miles  (good.) 
stopped  by  the  wheels  becoming  clogged  in  the  snow.    The  most  un- 
pleasant part  of  these  streams  is  that  the  bottom  is  covered  with  slippery 
ice  which  occasionally  breaks  through  and  takes  us  up  to  our  waists  in  water. 

Saturday,  ^d  July. — This  has  been  a  most  harassing  day  for  the  men,  who  caim,  b.c. 
are  regularly  dead  beat,  and  wet  up  to  the  armpits.  Went  on  to  examine  the  Making  portages  across  middle 

i    ^      ,  r-        iji        •     j_r>,i  11  ravine,  and  several  rapid 

route  lor  to-morrow;  found  the  pivot  o±  the  compass  broken  by  the  jerking  streams  to  the  southward  of  it. 
of  the  cart. 

Eighty-third  Journey. 
Lat.  by  Mer.  Alt.  74°  52'  00"  N. 
p.m.  Found  several  streams  across  our  course.   Made  up  the  greater  part  s.s.w.  7  b.  c.  q.  r. 
of  our  traps  into  packs  and  proceeded,  carrying  them ;  in  this  manner  we 
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Carrying  as  much  us  able  on  madc  bcttcr  progrcss  and  with  less  fatigue.    The  ground  becomes  much 

our  bticks  to  Winter  JlXiir*         i*  ^  ^it  *   i       i  x     i  iji  ('ji  •  11 

bour.  drier  as  avc  neared  Wmtcr  Jlarbour,  and  the  water  in  the  ravines  much  less 

On  inarch,  16  i  hours.  nipi  d  ;  this  shows  distinctly  the  difference  between  a  northern  and  southern 

Encmi  td  'ish  aspcct.    The  land  which  when  covered  with  snow  appears  like  a  level  plain, 

elmiies^good.'  "  is  now  intcrscctcd  with  innumerable  deep  gullies,  which  makes  the  travelling 

very  tiresome.  9-30.  Arrived  at  Winter.  Harbour.  Landed  the  traps 
at  the  depot  and  returned  for  the  cart  and  sledge.  Shot  a  reindeer.  While 
crossing  this  land  wc  have  travelled  30  miles  more  than  made  good. 

Sunday^  3d  July. — 2.  Arrived  at  the  cart ;  started  with  it,  and  although 
almost  empty,  we  could  hardly  get  it  along.    Work  most  harassing,  as  it 
Dragging  cart  and  sledge  to  jerks  and  shakcs  the  men  off  their  feet.    9.45.  Arrived  at  Winter  Harbour. 

Encamped  at  the  spot  of  Sir  E.  Parry's  observatory.  Shot  two  reindeer. 
All  of  us  dead  tired. 


Winter  Harbour. 


Calm,  b.c. 


Visiting  record,  &c.,  3  hours. 

On  march,  7^h. 
Lunch,  ^  h. 
Encamped,  15  h. 

North,  2  b.c. 


Calm,  c.m.r. 

On  march,  10  hours. 
Lunch,  4  h. 
Encamped,  8  h. 

E.  by  N.  13  miles. 


N.W.  4  b.c. 


N.W.  3  b.c. 

On  march,  7  hourg. 

l<IUI''ll,  ,',  li. 

lii  iiiilcs. 


h. 
10 


Morning  Sights. 


s. 

44 


h. 

6 


IB. 

17 

19  5 

20  23 

21  43 

23  00 

24  10 

25  30 

m.  s. 
38  40 

40  01 

41  5 

42  23 

43  28 

44  35 

45  43 

46  51 
48  20 


70  41 
46 


71 


00 
45 
52  45 
59  00 
5  15 
10  15 
16  30 


Sextant  error. 
0    2'  45" 


Afternoon  Observations. 


41  56  45 
46  30 
38  15 
28  15 
20  15 
11  30 
2  15 

40  53  45 
42  00 


Eighty-fourth  Journey. 

Monday,  4th  July. — a.m.  Followed  up  our  track  of  last  autumn  in  search 
of  my  rifle,  but  returned  unsuccessful.  The  land  and  small  streams  in  this 
neighbourhood  are  quite  dry.  Noon ;  packed  sledge  and  placed  dis- 
mantled cart  upon  it.  Walked  down  to  the  Sandstone  Boulder,  and 
deposited  a  chart  of  discoveries.  Found  a  record  stating  that  "  Investi- 
gator" was  abandoned.  The  water  was  running  down  the  second  ravine 
with  great  force.  2.  p.m.  Met  the  sledge  at  Reef  Point,  and  travelled  to  the 
eastward  towards  Fife  Point.  Water  very  deep  and  ice  very  slippery. 
Observed  the  pile  of  casks  at  the  depot.  Steered  direct  for  Cape  Bounty. 
9.30.  Encamped  at  the  edge  of  some  large  hummocks  about  three  miles 
south  of  Point  Wakeham. 

Eighty-fifth  Journey. 

Tuesday,  6th  July. — a.m.  12.  Started  over  very  uneven  ice,  but  with 
occasional  large  pools  of  water.  The  hummocks  about  here  are  of  a  dirty 
brownish  colour,  as  if  the  dust  had  blown  off  the  land.  p.m.  came  to  heavy 
grounded  hummocks  between  Capes  Halse  and  Bounty ;  followed  inside 
of  them.  Observed  rather  an  amusing  fight  between  two  boatswain  birds 
and  a  burgomaster.  Came  to  a  crack  in  the  ice  about  50  feet  broad,  extend- 
ing to  the  southward.  Followed  along  it  and  crossed.  Struck  off  to  the 
outer  island  off  the  cape.  10.  Encamped.  Wind  shifted  in  a  squall  from 
the  northward.    Weather  cleared  up.    Observed  the  ships. 

Eighty-sixth  Journey. 

JVednasday,  6th  July. — a.m.  Observed  some  one  crossing  to  us  from  the 
mainland,  which  proved  to  be  Mr.  Narcs  from  a  shooting  party.  6.  Packed 
and  started  to  the  eastward  for  Dealey  Island.  Crossed  several  very  large 
ponds  of  water.  Passed  a  party  from  the  mainland  with  fresh  meat.  Noon ; 
lunched. 

Ship  hoisted  masthead  flags.  I 
companies.  Captain  Kellett  was 
welcomed  by  all  the  onicers. 


Arrived  alongside.  Cheered  by  the  ships' 
absent  surveying,  but  we  were  kindly 
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Lieutenant  Mecham. 

Number  of  days  travelling  out       -       -       -       -     54<  days.   

Number  of  days  travelling  home     -  -  -      40  „ 


Absent  from  the  ship,  total        -       -      94     „  j 

Number  of  marches  -  -  -  -      86  No. 

Total  distance  travelled  -  1006  miles  (geographical)  =  1,163  miles  (statute) 
Total  number  of  hours  actually  walking  -       ~       -    862  hours. 
Total  number  of  hours  at  luncheon  -  -  -      35|  „ 

Total  number  of  hours  arranging  depots  and  building") 

cairns      -       ___----/  " 


Total  number  of  hours  actually  under  weigh  -    916f  „ 

Average  number  of  hours  actually  walking  per  day  -    lOh.  Im. 
Average  number  of  hours  actually  under  weigh       -    lOh.  39m. 
Total  number  of  hours  encamped  for  rest  and  cooking  1,116  hours. 
Total  number  of  hours  detained  by  bad  weather,  1  ]|^gg 

sickness,  &c.     -  -  -  -  -  J  " 

Average  number  of  hours  encamped  for  rest  and  |    ^^j^  ^>7j^ 

cooking  per  day       ______  j 

Mean  rate  of  travelling  per  day  throughout  -    10-7  miles  (geo.) 

Cairns  built  -  -  -  -  -      19  No. 

Records  deposited  -       -       -       -       -       -  -26,, 

Small  charts  of  discoveries  and  positions  of  depots,  &c.       4  „ 

Maximum  temperature  registered       -  -       -     27°  above  zero.  Fahr. 

Minimum  -       -       -  (lost  the  ther.  on  June  4th)     33°  below  ditto 

Traces  found. 

Cairns,  containing  records  ft'om  H.M.S.  "Resolute,"")  No 

Dealy  Island,  by  Captain  M'Clintock       _       _  / 
Cau'ns,  pontaining  records  from  H.M.S.  "  Assistance,"  \  , 

Griffith's  Island  (1851)  by  Captain  M'Clintock  -  J  " 
At  Bushman's  Cove,  remains  of  Sir  E.  Parry's  cart. 
Crossing  Melville  Island  two  encampments  of  Sir  E.  Parry. 
At  head  of  Liddon  Gulf,  a  meat  tin   (Hogarth)  and  camping  place  of 

Mr,  Nares. 


Concluding  Remarks. 

Deeply  grateful  to  the  Almighty  for  the  preservation  of  our  health  and 
strength  during  this  journey.  We  much  regretted  our  unsuccess  in  its 
primary  object ;  but  on  our  arrival  at  the  lagoon  depot,  I  with  pleasure 
read  your  letter  relating  the  success  of  another  party  of  our  shipmates 
in  the  discovery  of  H.M.S.  "  Investigator  "  and  the  safe  arrival  of 
them  all  on  board  the  Resolute  ;"  also  the  general  welfare  M^hich  had 
attended  all  the  parties  detached  from  the  expedition  in  execution  of  your 
orders.  Our  journey  being  principally  amongst  unknown  lands,  I  was 
gratified  to  find  that  the  route  I  had  decided  upon  was  exactly  in  accord- 
ance with  your  wishes.  The  amount  of  game  procured,  together  with  the 
care  displayed  by  James  Tullett  in  issuing  the  provisions  and  fuel,  would 
have  enabled  me  to  have  extended  the  journey  for  several  days  longer  had 
I  not  been  stopped  short  by  finding  the  coast  had  been  searched  by 
Captain  M'Clintock.  In  justice  to  the  men  of  my  party,  I  beg  to  refer 
you  to  my  chart,  which  will  I  feel  convinced  show  the  amount  of  labour  it 
cost  them  in  tracing  a  coast  exposed  for  such  an  extent  to  heavy  old  pack. 
The  constant  wet  travelling  and  swampy  state  of  Melville  Island  during 
the  summer  was  equally  laborious.  Throughout  the  journey  their  conduct 
excited  my  warmest  admiration.  We  all  arrived  on  board  in  excellent 
health,  although  I  regret  to  say  Charles  Nisbett  had  lost  the  sight  of  his 
right  eye  since  the  10th  of  June. 

G.  F.  Mecham, 
Lieutenant  commanding  the  party. 
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Results  of  Astronomical  Obskrva  i  ions. 
Chronometer  2111,  Arnold. 


D  ate , 

Latitude. 

Longitude. 

Error  on  M.T. 
Greenwich. 

Rate. 

Variation. 

Mjiiuiarkh. 

North. 

West. 

Slow. 

r 

L. 

East. 

h. 

m.  H. 

April  14 

74  58  42 

Ill  28  30 

7 

4  3-2 

_ 

131  30    -[  1 

On  April  1 3  watch  ran 
down. 

20 

75    2  00 

114    D  oO 

7 

4  5 

1  0/1    1  r" 

lz4  1.0 

— 

23 

74  57  45 

118  ]  .'^ 

24 

74  57  45 

115    3  45 

7 

4  9 

]  00 

116  00 

— 

28 

1  1  Ht     c\  a  f\f\ 

117  24  00 

7 

4  26-6 

4  4 

1 1 2  00 

29 

74  15  15 

117  40  30 

7 

4  31 

4  4 

110  5 

— 

May  1 

75  25  00 

— 

— 

4 

75  36  4 

119  30  45 

7 

5  5-8 

6  yy 

106  22  15 

— 

7 

75  50  4 

— 

9 

^/f    cr\  o/\ 

75  50  oO 

1  OA   A  C\  f\C\ 

l^U  4U  UU 

7 

5  40-74 

1  (\C\ 

J.  i. 

75  44  47 

_ 

StroTiff  snnw  /?TnfV 

16 

75  54  35 

. 

_ 

101 

Strong  snow  drift. 

18 

76    3  15 

123  14  00 

7 

6  43-5 

95 

indinerent  heavy  drift. 
Indiflferent  ^  Good 

26 

77    0  50 

1  rtl          S  AC 

121    5  45 

7 

7  39-5 

11/1    0£?    O/^  J 

114  2o  3U< 
I 

latitude.     >  sights  for 
hnow  driit  J  tune. 

29 

76  29  45 

110 

— 

June  1 

76    2  10 

115 

3 

75  50  30 

120  47  45 

7 

8  35-4 

106  16 

Position  of  7th  May. 

4 

75  49  00 

120  27  45 

7 

8  4z-3 

.     .     .  J 

Found  error  in  obser- 

I 

vations  for  variation. 

6 

76  11  00 

119  22  30 

7 

8  56-8 

- 

119  00 

7 

76    8  16 

120  00 

— 

8 

76    7  30 

118  16  00 

7 

9  10 

— 

— 

10 

75  47  00 

— 

— 

— 

11 

75  48  23 

116  47  15 

6 

59  27-9 

116 

12 

75  42 

14 
14 

75  15  15 
75  15  15 

117  40  30 
O 

117  35  30 

6 
6 

59  48-9 
59  48-9 

110  } 

Position  of  April 
29. 

19 

74  58  45 

115  10  00 

7 

0  23-7 

-  ■  ■{ 

Position    of  April 
23  &  24. 

21 

75    3  26 

29 

74  58  42 

111  28  30 

7 

1  33-4 

Position  of  April  14. 

July  3 

110  48  15 

7 

2  1-3 

7 

2  29-2 

Comparison  with  ship's  chronometer. 

G.  F.  Mecham, 
Lieutenant  commanding  Party. 


Game  procured  during  the  Journey. 


Dates  and  Localities. 


During  April  and  be-  > 
tween  June  11th  and 
July  6th  on  Melville  ( 
Island  -       -  -J 

Between  May  2d  and  a 
4th  and  June  8tli  to  I 
lOth  on  p]glingtoun  j 
Island.  J 

Between  May  7th  and  v 
Jun(j  6tli  on  Prince  > 
Patrick's  Land     -  J 

Total  -    -    -  - 


o 

I 


15 


16 


bo 

E 


15 


20 


41 


O 

fco 


IS 
1  3 

.Bfi 

04 


B 
Hi 


a 

a 


Game  was  only  procured  when  required  for  use,  otherwise  great  quan- 
tities might  have  been  obtained  on  Melville  Island.  About  the  sloping 
land  from  Cape  Smyth  up  to  the  head  of  Liddon's  (julf,  the  above  list  of 
animals  were  seen  in  great  numbers,  but  particidarly  about  the  H 5th  of 
longitude,  where  both  in  April  and  June  musk  oxen  were  very  numerous. 
I  saw  in  a  walk  overland  of  10  miles  as  many  as  150  head  of  cattle.  At 
Cape  Smyth,  on  June  1 8th,  a  perfectly  white  musk  cow  was  seen  with  a 


(    539  ) 


black  calf  grazing  with  another  cow  and  calf  of  the  usual  colour.  Only  one  Lieuten^^' 

small  herd  of  reindeer  was  seen  while  crossing  Melville  Island  to  Winter  Har   ^'^ 

hour  in  July,  as  the  land  was  then  covered  with  water  or  else  in  a  deep 
swamp.  In  June  and  July,  innumerable  lemmings  were  seen  both  on  the 
land  and  ice.  Those  on  the  latter  were  frequently  carried  off  by  the  bur- 
gomasters, which  were  alwaj^s  in  great  numbers  wherever  the  land  was  high 
or  steep.  At  the  entrance  of  Liddon's  Gulf  two  large  flocks  of  snowy 
geese  were  seen,  but,  in  general  with  all  the  waterfowl,  were  very  wild. 

From  the  barren  state  of  the  soil  of  Eglingtoun  and  Prince  Patrick's 
Land,  I  am  inclined  to  think  that  it  is  not  a  very  favourable  resort  for 
animals.  Several  traces  were  seen  in  May  and  June  on  the  ice,  all 
travelling  Jrom  Melville  Island  to  the  westward.  On  Patrick's  Land  we 
found  vegetation  only  immediately  on  the  south  beach,  and  that  only  as  far 
as  122°  W.  Throughout  the  journey  beyond  that,  until  returning  again 
to  the  southern  shore  on  June  1st,  no  traces  or  animals  were  seen  of  any 
kind  except  two  bears  off"  Cape  Manning.  A  young  fawn  and  hare  were 
caught  alive  ;  the  latter  of  a  light  brownish  colour,  much  resembling  a  small 
rabbit.  It  was  killed  by  the  upsetting  of  the  sledge.  The  reindeer  I 
always  found  evinced  the  greatest  curiosity  on  our  approach,  and  frequently 
ran  up  to  within  easy  gun  shot.  On  one  occasion  a  herd  of  six  followed  me 
for  about  three  miles,  and  on  another  I  was  startled  by  hearing  the  clat- 
tering of  a  fawn's  feet,  which  was  following  me  at  about  50  yards  distant. 
When  at  all  shy  they  always  ran  round  in  a  large  circle,  reducing  the  size 
of  its  circumference  at  each  round.  ' 

The  musk  oxen  were  all  very  wild  in  April,  and  generally  seen  in  large 
herds  from  10  to  70  in  number.  In  June  they  were  stupidly  tame,  and 
seemed  to  be  worried  with  their  heavy  coats  of  wool,  which  was  hanging 
loosely  down  their  shoulders  and  rumps  in  large  quantities ;  the  herds 
much  smaller,  and  generally  composed  of  cows  and  calves. 

At  Cape  Russell  I  walked  up  to  about  10  yards  of  two  cows  and  a 
bull  without  their  taking  the  least  notice  of  me,  and  when  I  fired  only  ran 
about  five  yards  and  commenced  grazing.  The  cows  were  at  first  butting 
at  the  bull,  who  received  their  blows  with  the  crown  of  his  horns,  which 
sounded  like  the  meeting  of  two  heavy  skittle  balls. 

G.  F.  Mecham, 
Lieutenant  commanding  the  party. 


Names  given  to  new  Discoveries. 

Availing  myself  of  Captain  Kellett's  permission  to  give  names  to  new 
discoveries,  and  considering  that  the  good  conduct  and  exertions  of  the 
crews  entitles  them  to  the  first  share  in  this  privilege,  I  selected  bays 
and  points  generally  known  to  them  by  incidents  connected  with  our 
adventures,  and  named  them  after  those  men  mentioned  in  my  journal  of 
April  4th,  1 853.  The  S. W.  extremity  of  Eglington  Island  I  named  after 
Mr.  Nares,  whose  assistance  and  exertions  contributed  much  to  our  success. 
Mould  Bay  on  Patrick's  Land,  and  Hill  of  Barra  on  Eglington  Island,  also 
at  his  request.  A  deep  inlet,  upon  the  south  shore  of  Melville  Island,  I 
selected  for  the  name  of  my  kind  friend,  Commander  Murray,  R.N.  On 
Patrick's  Land  a  deep  and  curiously  shaped  inlet  I  distinguished  with  the 
name  of  my  kind  friend  and  patron.  Sir  B.  W.  Walker,  now  surveyor  of 
the  navy.  The  name  of  my  first  captain,  to  whom  I  am  indebted  for 
much  kindness  during  my  first  cruize  at  sea,  I  placed  at  the  S.W.  extreme 
of  Melville  Island,  Cape  Russell,  from  which  headland  Eglington  Island 
was  discovered.  A  large  bay,  near  Cape  Smyth,  I  named  after  Lieutenant 
Hardy,  at  the  hydrographical  department  of  the  Admiralty,  and,  at  his  request, 
gave  the  name  of  Hay  to  the  first  position  landed  upon  on  Patrick's  Land. 
The  S.W.  extreme  of  our  discoveries  I  called  after  my  much  esteemed 
friend.  Captain  Manning  of  the  1st  Dragoon  Guards.  An  inlet  on  the 
west  side  of  Melville  Island  bears  the  name  of  our  ship.  Its  northern  point 
I  named  after  my  old  friend  Captain  Stevens,  R.N.  Warrington,  Carter, 
Bloxsome  Bays,  besides  Points  Dames,  Cam,  Gardener,  and  Callaghan, 
were  named  after  friends  to  whose  kindness  I  am  much  indebted,  and  who 
doubtless,  during  the  period  of  our  travels,  have  frequently  offered  their 
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Journal  of  best  wishes  for  our  success.    Some  names  have  been  given  to  places  either 

LieutenantMechan,.       characteristic  of  thcmselves,  or  from  h'ttle  incidents  that  occurred  in  their 
vicinities,  which  immediately  suggested  to  us  appropriate  nanies. 

G.  J^'.  Mi'XHA.M, 

Lieutenant  commanding  party. 

Schedule  of  Journals  of  the  Proceedings  of  travelling  Parties  from  H.M.  Ship 
"Resolute"  and  Steam  Tender  "Intrepid,"  between  12tlj  September  1852  and 
the  15th  May  1854. 

1852  and  185.3. 

1,  From  Dealy  Island,  Bridpoii  Inlet,  Melville  Island,  on  N.W.  Melville  Island 
line  of  search.  Commander  F.  L.  M'Clintock,  between  14th  September  and  25th 
October  1852,  and  4th  April  and  18th  July  185.3,  with  auxiliary  under  M.  De 
Bray,  Enseigne  de  Vaisseau,  between  4th  April  and  18th  May  1853. 

2  &  2^  Southern  and  western  Melville  Island  line  of  searcli.  Lieutenant  G.  F. 
Mecham,  between  21st  September  and  14th  October  1852,  and  4th  April  and  6th 
July  1853,  with  auxiliary  under  Mr.  G.  S.  Nares,  Mate,  between  21st  September 
and  16th  October  1852,  and  4th  April  and  14th  June  1853. 

3.  N.E.  Melville  Island  line  of  search.  Lieutenant  R.  V.  Hamilton,  between  4th 
and  17th  April  1853,  and  27th  April  and  21st  June  1853. 

4.  Banks  Land.  Lieutenant  B.  C.  T.  Pirn,  between  21st  September  and  8th 
October  1852,  and  10th  March  and  19th  April  1853  ;  Lieutenant  Pt.  V.  Hamilton, 
between  21st  September  and  7th  October  1852,  with  auxiharies  to  the  above 
officers,  Mr.  E.  De  Bray,  Enseigne  de  Vaisseau,  between  21st  September  and  8th 
October  1852  ;  auxiliary  to  Lieutenant  Pim,  Dr.  W.  T.  Domville,  surgeon,  between 
10th  March  and  19th  April  1853. 

5.  Beechey  Island.  Mr.  Richard  Roche,  Mate,  between  7th  May  and  18th  June 
1853. 

Across  Melville  Island  to  Cape  Fisher.  Lieutenant  B.  C.  T.  Pim,  between  19th 
May  and  9th  June  1853. 

1854. 

6.  Frozen  in  28  miles  S.W.S.  of  Cape  Cockbum  to  Prince  of  Wales  Strait  and 
Ramsay  Island.    Lieutenant  G.  F.  Mecham,  between  3d  April  and  12th  June  1854. 

6^  Harbour  of  Mercy,  Banks  Land.  Mr.  George  F.  Krabbd,  Master,  between 
3d  April  and  13th  June  1854. 

6^  Dealy  Island.  Lieutenant  R.  V.  Hamilton,  between  8th  May  and  12th  June 
1854.    (Letter  of  proceedings.) 

6^  Beechey  Island.  Lieutenant  R.  V.  Hamilton,  between  4th  March  and  11th 
April  1854.  Letter  of  proceedings  of  Mr.  G.  S.  Nares,  Mate.  Ditto  of  Lieutenant 
W.  H.  Haswell. 

Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


No.  5. 

N.W.  Melville  Island  Line  of  Search.  Proceedings  of  travelling  Parties 
under  Commander  F.  L.  M'Clintock,  between  14th  September  and 
25th  October  1852,  and  between  4th  April  and  18th  July  1853; 
with  Auxihary  under  Mr.  De  Bray,  Enseigne  de  Vaisseau,  between 
4th  April  and  18th  May  1853. 

Journal  of  JouRNAL  of  H.M.  Slcdgc  "  Star  OF  THE  NoRTH,"  Commander  M'Clin- 

Commander  M'Clintock.  TOCK,  whilst  Searching  to  the  North'Wcst  of  Hecla  and  Griper  Bay 

for  the  missing  Expedition  under  the  Command  of  Captain  Sir  John 
Franklin. 

Note. — The  observations  are  in  italic.    The  true  direction  of  the 
wind  is  given. 

Copy  of  Ordeu  to  Y.  L.  M'Clintock,  Esq.,  Commander  of  H.M.S. 
"  llesolute,"  and  in  cliarge  of  the  Steam  Tender  "  Intrepid." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  r:sq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 

In  order  to  insure  as  extended  a  searcli  as  practicable,  agreeably  with 
their  Lordships'  instructions,  I  am  glad  to  have  at  my  disposal  an  officer  of 
your  experience  iiiul  tried  zcnl  for  such  service. 

You  iU(^  so  liilly  a(;(|iiaintc'{|  with  the  object  of  your  journey — the  most 
i'Mmidcd  and,  pnrseneriii^'  search  for  our  missing  countrymen — that  it  is 
only  ncc(;ssary  for  me  to  poijit  out  the  direction  of  it,  and  the  force  to  be 
employed. 


(•  H  A  K  T 
THE   COASTS  DISCOVERED 

II  IS     T  H  A  (■  K      I  .N     ^  K  A  H  C  II     u  I" 


SIR    JOHN  F 

RANK  LI  N'S 

EX  PE  D 1  T 

ION 

J  S  £ ; 

REFER ENCES. 

lyieul 
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You  will,  therefore,  take  under  your  command  the  crews  of  H.M.  Sledges 
"  Star  of  the  North"  and  "  Hero,"  equipped  for  this  service  under  your 
own  direction,  manned  with  18  men  from  the  crew  of  the  "  Intrepid,"  and 
Avith  as  much  provisions  as  you  consider  it  safe  to  carry. 

Passing  over  the  land  into  Hecla  and  Griper  Bay,  you  will  follow  the 
coast  of  the  north-west,  carefully  examining  it  for  traces  of  the  missing, 
and  depositing  records  in  conspicuous  places  ;  bearing  in  mind  the  following  Paragraph  9. 
paragraph  of  their  Lordships'  orders,  a  copy  of  which  has  been  supplied 
you,  viz.  :  "  The  detaching  travelling  parties  in  a  westerly  direction  for  the 
"  combined  purpose  of  a  search  for  traces  of  Si?-  John  Franklin,  and  of 
"  depositing  notices  in  conspicuous  places  as  to  where  supplies  are  left  (for  Paragraph  g. 
"  any  parties  that  might  reach  such  positions  from  Captain  Collinson's  or 
"  Commander  M'Clure's  ships),  but  being  at  the  same  time  strictlj^  enjoined 
"  to  return  to  their  ships  before  the  usual  period  of  the  breaking  up  of  the 
"  ice. 

Any  suggestions  you  may  have  to  make  that  you  find  would  assist  you 
in  yoiQ"  journe}",,  and  which  you  knov/  are  practicable  with  our  means,  send 
back  b}'  your  auxiliary,  and  they  shall  be  acted  upon. 

For  transmission  to  me  on  your  return  you  will  keep  ample  notes,  or 
remarks  on  the  new  coast  you  will  have  to  travel  along,  a  journal  of  your 
proceedings,  and  obtain  data  for  putting  on  paper  the  coast  or  islands  you 
may  discover.  To  assist  the  memory  in  protracting  your  walking  journey 
(and  future  navigators),  you  will  name  on  your  skeleton  chart  all  capes, 
bays,  islets,  &c.,  if  possible,  from  something  characteristic  of  themselves. 
On  the  same  chart  you  should  lay  off  daiW  the  true  course  you  have  been 
steering,  and  the  estimated  distance  you  have  marched,  leaving  for  your 
return  the  correction  of  this  dead  reckoning  by  the  astronomical  observa- 
tions you  may  be  enabled  to  obtain,  without  sacrificing  to  them  time  that 
imght  be  occirpied  in  marclving. 

Possessing  as  you  do  the  same  opinion  with  mj^self,  that  yours  is  a  most 
important  direction  for  search,  I  feel  confident  that  your  personal  exertions 
will  be  equal  to  the  importance  of  your  mission,  and  that  those  under  your 
command  will  vie  with  each  other  in  seconding  you. 

It  now  only  remains  for  me  to  assure  you  of  the  deep  interest  I  feel  for 
your  own  personal  welfare  and  success,  as  well  as  of  those  under  your 
command. 

Given  under  my  hand  onboard  H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  in  Winter  Quarters, 
Dealy  Island,  April  1853. 

Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Star  of  the  North,"  ten  men. 
"  Hero,"  one  officer  and  eight 
men. 


The  JSTorth-western  Seaeching  Division. 


Names. 


George  Green 
Henry  Giddy 
John  Salmon 
Richard  Kitson  - 
Richard  Warne 
John  Hiccles 
Jeremiah  Shavv^ 
Thomas  Hood 
John  Coombefi 
Joseph  tSmiohers 


Eatings. 


Ice  quarter -master 
Boatswain's  mate. 
Captain  forecastle. 
Able  seaman. 

Marine. 


Stoker 


Eemarks. 


Captain  of  the  Sledge. 


H.M.  Sledge  "  Star  of  the 
North,"  Commander  M'Clia- 
tock. 

Days  absent,  105. 

Weight  at  starting,  2,2S0rDS. 


Returned  sick ;  received  J.  Drew. 
I  Returned  on  board  to  assist 
J     the  engineers. 


John  Cleverly 
James  Miles 
Samuel  Deane 
John  Drew 

Robert  Ganniclift 
Thomas  Hartnoll  - 
William  Walker 
Alexander  Johnstone 


Gunner's  mate  - 
Leading  stoker. 
Carpenter's  mate. 
Able  seaman 


Steward. 


Captain  of  the  Sledge.  n.xj.  siedge  "  Hero,"  

„       -D       r  Enseigne  de 

T-.     1  1   •   i      ft  Oi        i?  Yiay^  absent,  44. 

iLxchanged  into       Star  Ot  tiie  weight  at  starting,  1,784  lbs. 

North." 


III. 


(  ) 


7h.  Oin.  a.m. 

JOastei'ly  i  ■  ni , 
Tt'inperature,  zc  i'o. 


Noon. 

Teiiiperatui'e  -r ;!". 


First  March. 
Travelled,  y  hours. 
Lunched,  1. 
Encamped,  12^. 
Distance,  10^  miles. 


Noon. 

Temperature  —2°. 

4h.  Om.  p.m. 
North.  2.  cm. 
Temperature  —  4°. 


Second  March. 
Travelled,  9|  hours. 
Lunched,  ^. 
Encamped,  15. 
Distance,  5h  miles. 


7h.  Om.  a.m. 
Temperature  —10. 

5h.  Om.  p.m. 
1  b.c.  northerly. 
Temperature  —8°. 

Third  March. 
Travelled,  9f  hours. 
Lunched,  ^. 
Encamped,  14J^. 
Distance,  83  miles. 


7h.  Om.  a.m. 
N.b.W.  6  o.m.z. 
Temperature  — 18°. 
Noon. 

N.b.W.  8  o.z. 
Temperature  —14°. 

6h.  Om.  p.m. 
Do.  Wr. 

Temperature  —22. 


Eourth  March. 
Travelled,  .'i^  hours. 
Lunched,  — . 
Encamped  for  rest,  I'l. 
Distance,  2  miles. 
Detained  by  -weather,  U  hours. 


7h,  Oin.  a.m. 

Temperature  —21°. 

Noon  —  J  8°. 

5h.  Om.  p.m.  —]!)". 

Detained  by  weatlier  this  day. 

7h.  Om.  a.m. 

Temperat  ure  —21". 

Noon  -  )  G°. 

.'jh.  Om.  p.m.  -  I!)". 

Detained  by  wimiIkt  this  day. 

N.N.W.  9.  b.z. 
7h.  Om.  a.m. 
'rempcrature  —'2'.',''. 
rih.  Om,  ji.iM. 

'J'empcrature  — 

Detained  hy  weather  tliiu  day. 


ith  April  1 853. — Not  a  very  prornisin^^  morning'.  We  all  left  the  whipH  at 
7.10  A.M.  The  western  searehin^' division  eonsisted  of  the  Kledgen  "  l>i«- 
covery"  and  "  Perseveranee,"  I^ieutenaiit  Mecham  and  Mr.  Narew;  they 
proceeded  with  sails  set,  and  their  cheers  were  returned  with  interest  by  th'; 
five  sledges  composing  the  north-west  and  north-east  divisions,  and  which 
were  proceeding  by  the  overland  route  to  Ilecla  and  Ciriper  Bay.  Thoge 
who  remained  in  charge  of  the  ships  mounted  upon  a  hummock  to  see  lu 
off,  and  evince  their  sympathy  by  a  parting  cheer,  wliich  they  did  with  all 
their  might,  but  so  few  were  they  in  number,  and  therefore  so  feeble  was  the 
sound,  that  we  were  almost  unconscious  of  the  honour  done  to  us.  These 
few  men  were  all  non-effectives. 

Crossed  the  peninsula  and  inlet,  landed,  crossed  the  lake,  and  encamped 
close  to  its  north  shore  at  five  o'clock.  The  weather  had  improved  during 
the  day,  and  the  evening  was  pleasant.  A  herd  of  nine  oxen  were  seen,  but 
were  too  wild  to  allow  our  sportsmen  within  200  or  300  yards. 

btk  April. — Started  at  5h.  4.5m.  a.m.  Double  manned  the  sledges  until 
we  had  ascended  sufficiently  to  enter  the  large  ravine,  up  which  we  pro- 
ceeded. Soon  found  it  to  be  choked  up  with  snow,  therefore  crossed  the 
glacier  upon  its  eastern  side.  Here  the  ascent  was  so  steep  that  our  whole 
force  of  39  men  was  required  to  drag  my  sledge  up.  The  view  in  this 
part  of  the  ravine,  although  cheerless  and  forbidding  in  the  extreme,  was 
both  grand  and  imposing,  and  to  us  explorers  it  was  also  deeply  interesting. 
Passed  the  fresh  tracks  of  four  reindeer  going  to  the  eastward. 

At  11.40.  A.M.  reached  the  elevated  plain  of  the  interior,  by  a  tributary 
ravine  ;  after  having  our  luncheon  here  we  proceeded,  directing  our  course 
by  compass,  until  we  encamped  at  four  o'clock. 

Crossed  a  few  more  deer  tracks. 

Qth  April. — Started  at  seven  o'clock.  Crossed  Crooked  ravine,  and 
lunched  upon  the  plain  beyond.  Here  there  is  much  soft  snow,  that  which 
is  hard  lies  in  ridges  in  the  direction  of  the  prevailing  wind.  Saw  a  herd 
of  seven  musk  oxen  ;  they  were  much  too  wild  to  afford  us  a  supply  of  fresh 
beef.  Two  birds,  supposed  to  be  ravens,  were  seen,  and  also  a  few 
deer  tracks.  Encamped  in  Separation  ravine,  near  one  of  our  autumn 
encampments,  at  4h.  50m. 

Found  the  snow  very  soft  and  deep  in  this  ravine. 

7th  April. — A  very  severe  morning.  Started  at  seven  o'clock.  Captain 
Kellett  left  his  sledge  in  the  ravine,  and  accompanied  us  for  three  hours, 
his  sledge's  crew  assisting  at  the  remaining  four  sledges.  He  then  took 
leave  of  us,  and  commenced  his  return  journey.  At  lOh.  30m.  we  were 
obliged  to  encamp,  being  unable  to  see  our  way ;  the  wind  was  directly 
against  us,  and  the  snow  flew  past  in  dense  clouds  of  drift ;  the  temperature 
was  also  very  low.  This  short  march  was  all  up  hill,  and  we  are  now  upon 
the  "  stony  plain."  It  is  blowing  a  hard  northerly  gale  with  clear  sky.  In 
a  more  genial  climate  this  would  be  considered  a  fine  day,  although  a  wind}' 
one,  but  here,  all  surrounding  objects  beyond  20  or  30  3'ards  are  obscured 
by  the  drifting  snow,  which  powders  one  over  in  less  than  a  minute  with  a 
more  perfect  envelope  of  white  than  any  miller  can  boast  of.  The 
temperature  in  the  tent  was  6°  below  zero,  so  that  Ave  did  not  feel  very 
comfortable  or  secure  from  frostbites. 

'Stii,  April. — The  gale  continues,  the  snow-drift  rushes  past  with  a  hissing 
sound,  and  the  sun  is  beautil'ully  bright.    Of  course  we  are  unable  to! 
proceed. 

^tli,  April. — No  abatement  whatever  in  the  weather.  .  I  Avas  snow-blinc 
all  this  day,  tlie  effects  of  pioneering  the  route  for  three  or  four  days] 
latterly  in  misty  weatlier,  witli  the  snow  blowing  in  one's  eyes. 


lO^A  April. — The  gale  still  rages  as  furiously  as  ever.  We  arc  all 
crajnpcd,  stiff  and  co\d  ;  and  also  inclined  to  think  travelling,  notwithstand- 
ing the  weather,  would  be  less  disagreeable  than  this  conHnement  in  the 
tents ;  but  it  is  impossibk;  lo  fa(X'  such  a  bitter  blast,  and  as  the  object  ol 
our  journey  is  I'ar  too  important  to  be  riskc^d  by  any  undue  exposure  of  the 
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men  at  the  outset,  I  have  resolved  to  wait  for  a  change  of  weather.  I'em 
perature  in  the  tent  is  11°  below  zero. 

1  \th  April. — The  gale  is  broken,  sky  cloudy,  and  atmosphere  so  hazy,  that 
we  can  scarcely  see  a  hundred  yards.  Started  at  half-past  eight  a.m.  ;  it  is  still 
windy  and  cold.  Our  sleeping  bags  and  furs  are  very  wet,  the  snow-drift 
having  penetrated  from  without,  and  the  condensed  vapour  from  our  pro- 
visions, our  breath,  and  the  evaporation  from  our  bodies,  from  within ; 
fortunately,  the  men  are  all  well.  Encamped  at  half-past  five.  This  has  been  a 
very  disagreeable  day,  but  the  weather  is  decidedly  improving.  The  late  gale 
has  swept  the  snow  off  most  of  the  land,  so  that  it  is  often  necessary  to 
drag  the  sledges,  one  at  a  time,  over  the  stones,  as  well  as  to  make  con- 
siderable detours.  The  men  are  all  much  fatigued,  and  one  of  the  "  Hope's" 
crew  is  quite  knocked  up.    No  traces  of  animals  seen. 

\2th  April. — A  most  beautiful  calm  morning,  but  temperature  is  low. 
Spent  an  hour  in  airing  our  furs  and  sleeping  bags.  It  was  a  great  puzzle 
to  some  of  the  men  how  these  things  could  be  expected  to  dry,  when  the 
snow  was  unaffected  by  the  bright  sun's  rays,  and  the  temperature  was 
several  degrees  below  zero.  Started  at  eight  o'clock,  our  furs  and  blankets 
hoisted  up  to  dry.  Travelled  in  a  shallow  ravine  which  first  led  us  to  the 
north-east,  and  then  to  the  north,  passing  close  by  the  autumn  "  Cart 
Cairn,"  reached  "  Little  Cairn,"  and  launched  at  half-past  one.  A  favorable 
breeze  now  sprang  up,  and  we  proceeded  rapidly  down  a  ravine  between  the 
coast  hills  toward  the  sea,  the  furs  assisting  as  powerful  sails.  On  approach- 
ing that  part  of  the  ravine  where  we  had  found  an  arch  of  ice  last  autumn, 
I  went  in  advance,  and  saw  that  the  tunnel  beneath  was  filled  up  with  snow. 
The  sledges  were  pulled  on  the  west  side  of  the  ravine,  one  at  a  time,  and 
after  a  couple  of  hours  delay,  we  passed  the  obstructed  part,  and  descending 
into  the  ravine  again,  encamped  at  seven  o'clock,  about  two  miles  from  the 
sea.    Our  bags  and  furs  are  nearly  dry. 

\^th  April. — Here  we  separate  from  the  north-east  division.  Lieut. 
Hamilton,  with  his  sledge  "  Hope,"  returns  to  the  ship  after  depositing  pro- 
visions ;  and  Mr.  Roche,  with  the  sledge  "  Beauty,"  proceeds  towards  Cape 
Mudge  with  another  depot.  Received  from  them  both  a  small  quantity  of 
provisions,  but  which  was  all  they  could  spare.  Examined  the  sledges ; 
found  eight  rivets  in  the  iron  shoeing  of  the  "  Star  of  the  North"  broken, 
and  two  rivets  broken  in  the  shoeing  of  the  "  Hero."  Ascertained  that  all 
the  men  were  free  from  frostbites,  before  the  departure  of  the  ' '  Hope." 
Examined  provisions  left  with  cart  on  this  beach  last  autumn. 

Started  at  half-past  eight  under  sail,  reached  the  coast,  and  travelled 
along  it  to  the  westward. 

A  very  pleasant  day ;  our  progress  over  the  ice  is  far  less  laborious  than 
it  has  been  over  the  land,  therefore  we  are  all  in  the  best  possible  spirits. 
Towards  evening  the  wind  freshened  up,  and  upset  my  sledge  twice. 
Passed  Point  Read  (of  Parry)  and  encamped  about  1^-  miles  beyond  it  at 
half-past  six.  Cooked  with  some  wood  from  the  large  tree  drifted  on  shore 
to  the  eastward  of  Point  Read.  The  tracks  of  a  few  deer  coming  from 
west  to  east  were  seen  for  miles  along  the  beach. 

iUli  April. — Started  at  a  quarter  past  eight.  Mr.  De  Bray  shot  a  hare. 
Encamped  at  Point  Nias  at  6.40.  p.m.  Found  our  provisions  quite 
safe,  which  we  had  carried  out  here  last  autumn.  The  evening  is  unusually 
fine.    The  men  are  all  very  tired,  as  the  snow  was  deep. 

Ihth  April. — A  strong  south  wind  with  snow.  Completed  provisions  from 
the  depot  w^ith  the  utmost  dispatch,  to  start  again  wdth  this  fine  fair  wind, 
as  we  knew  that  our  load  would  be  increased  to  253lbs.  a  man.  Left  nine 
days'  provisions  for  "  Star  of  the  North,"  and  16  days'  for  the  "  Hero." 
Commenced  removing  Parry's  monument  to  get  at  any  records  placed 
beneath,  but  the  weather  soon  obliged  us  to  desist.  Left  a  record  with  our 
depot  on  the  beach,  and  started  after  lunch  at  Ih.  45m.  p.m.  under  sail, 
steering  across  Hecla  and  Griper  Bay,  direct  for  Cape  Fisher.  It  was  still 
snowing,  so  we  soon  lost  sight  of  the  land.    The  wind  gradually  fell  light ; 
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Journal  ot 
Commander  M  .  !l  irtock 


Sli.  30m.  a.m. 
N.b.W.  G  m.o. 
Temperature  — 14'' 
Ih.  .'iOm.  p.m. 
N.b.W.  4  m.o. 
Temperature  —  5°. 
Gh.  Om.  p.m. 
N.b.W.  3  c. 
Temperature  — 10°. 

Fifth  March. 
Travelled,  8  4  hours. 
Lunehed,-5. 
Encamped,  14-^. 
Distance,  G-^  miles. 
S.W.b.S.  (compass.) 

8h.  Om.  a.m. 
Calm  b.c. 

Temperature  —  5°. 
Ih.  30m.  p.m. 
S.S.E.  2  b  c. 
Temperature  —8°. 


7h.  Om.  p.m. 
South  4  b.c. 
Temperature  — 12° 


Sixth  March. 
Travelled,  10^  hours. 
Lunched,  -5. 
Encamped,  13-^. 
Distance,  10^  miles. 
SW.b.S.  by  compass. 


8h.  30m.  a.m. 
S.E.  3  b.m. 
Temperature  12°. 


:ih.  30m.  p.m. 
Southerly  1  b.c. 
Temperature  +1°. 

6h.  30m.  p.m. 
South  5  b.c. 
Temperature  —3°. 

Seventh  March. 
Travelled,  9^  hours. 
Lunched,  \. 
Encamped,  13f. 
Distance,  10  miles. 
Ice — smooth  along  shore. 


8h.  30m.  a.m. 
West  3  b. 

Temperature  —13°. 
2h.  Om.  p.m. 
Temperature  —  7°. 
7h.  Om.  p.m. 
Calm  -  8°. 

Eighth  March. 
Travelled,  10  hours. 
Lunched,  ^. 
Encamped,  13. 
Distance,  9  miles. 
Ice — as  yesterday 
8h.  Om.  a.m. 
South  4  m.s. 
Temperature  —  R°, 
Ih.  30m.  p.m. 
South  6  m.s. 
6h.  Om.  p.m. 
N.W.b.N.  8  o.q. 
Temperature  —8°. 


Ninth  March. 
Travollad,  4  hours. 
Lunclicd,  — 
EncsiTiijK'd,  14. 
].)istaiiw!,  2lr  miles. 
S.  i  K.  (coin))ass.) 
Ice — very  rugged. 
Detained  arranging  depots  and 
provisions  at  i'ort  Nias  C  hours. 

lOli.  Oiii.  a.m. 

N.W.h.N.  7  c.z. 

Temperature  —  13°. 

6h.  Om.  p.m. 

N.W.  rt  h.c. 

Temperature  —24". 

Detained  by  weather  this  day. 


7h.  Om.  a.m. 
Calm,  CO. 
Temperature  —8°. 
Ih.  Om.  p.m. 
Calm,  CO. 
Temperature  +1°. 
6h.  Om.  p.m. 
Temperature  —4°. 

Tenth  March. 
Travelled,  9  hours. 
Lunched,  f . 
Encamped,  l.Si-. 
Distance,  8  miles. 
Ice— noted  in  remarks. 

7h.  Om.  a.m.    Calm  o.c. 
Temperature  +  L°. 
Noon  temperature  +  5°. 
4h.  Om.  p.m.  2  S.S.E.  cm. 
Temperature  +  4°. 

Eleventh  March. 
Travelled,  8^  hours. 
Lunched,  -5. 
Encamped,  15. 
Distance,  7  miles. 
Ice— as  yesterday. 

7h.  Om.  a.m. 
S.S.E.  2  m.o. 
Temperature  —4°. 
Noon. 

Temperature  +  2°. 
5h.  Om.  p.m. 
Temperature  —  S°. 


Twelfth  March. 
Travelled,  S  hours. 
Lunched,  i. 
Encamped,  12^. 
Distance,  8;}  miles. 
Ice— ordinary  old  iloe. 
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at  5  o'clock  the  weather  suddenly  cleared  up  and  wind  shifted  to  north-wegt. 
From  a  fresh  fair  wind  it  chang-ed  to  a  very  heavy  contrary  gale,  in  little  more 
than  an  hour.  We  were  obliged  to  encamp  at  a  (piarter  before  six,  the  sfjualls 
were  most  violent,  witli  the  usual  accompanimciit  of  penetrating  snow-drift. 

\{}ih  April. —  It  blew  very  hard  all  night,  and  still  blows  strongly ;  quite 
impossible  to  proceed.  The  bright  sun  and  sharp  winds  of  the  last  few 
days  have  blistered  our  faces  and  lips  ;  some  have  sore  cheeks  and  noses 
from  frostbites,  and  one  man's  nose  is  so  raw  and  sore  tliat  he  is  obliged  to 
wear  a  cover.    To-day  the  temperature  in  the  tent  is  — 4°. 

Whilst  upon  the  north  shore  between  the  cart  depot  and  Point  Nias,  the 
only  animal  seen  was  a  hare,  wliicli  Mr.  J)e  liray  shot,  and  the  only  tracks 
were  those  of  the  deer  already  mentioned,  and  of  a  fox  which  had  mounted 
to  the  top  of  Parry's  monument. 

The  evening  became,  calm  and  temperature  fell  to  — 24'. 

IJfh  April. — Prepared  to  start.  Our  tent  furniture  is  considerably  more 
penetrated  with,  frost  after  yesterday's  snow  drift.  Started  at  eight  o'clock, 
and  travelled  direct  for  Cape  Fisher.  On  nearing  it  we  saw  that  it  was 
much  lower  than  the  back  land,  from  which  it  projected  considerably. 

The  ice  in  this  great  bay  bears  no  indication  of  rupture ;  its  surface  is  very 
deeply  channelled,  and  these  are  partially  filled  Avith  snovv'. 

Encamped  at  5.  40.  p.m. 

I8th  April. — Started  at  seven  this  morning,  ibr  Cape  Fisher,  and 
encamped  at  four  o'clock  in  the  afternoon.  No  improvement  in  the  ice,  and 
the  men  much  fatigued.  On  examining  my  sledge  I  found  that  one  runner 
was  sprung  in  two  places;  this  startling  discovery  depressed  our  spirits,  and 
kept  me  awake  nearly  all  night,  plotting  how  a  "break-down"  could  be  best 
guarded  against.  Passed  two  deer  tracks  crossing  from  Melville  Island  to 
Sabine  Land. 


l^th  April. — Examined  the  shoeing  of  the  runners.  Out  of  sixty-eight 
rivets  in  my  sledge,  thirty-two  were  found  broken,  and  fourteen  rivets  were 
broken  in  the  "  Hero ;"  in  fact,  all  the  rivets  in  the  "dead-flat"  of  both  sledges 
are  gone,  but  near  the  extremes  where  there  is  little  or  no  spring  in  the 
runner  they  are  as  firm  as  ever.  I  also  found  that  the  other  runner  of  my 
sledge  was  sprung. 

Started  under  sail  at  seven  o'clock.  As  we  approached  the  shore,  we  found 
the  ice  less  rugged.  Reached  the  cape  just  in  time  to  get  a  meridional 
altitude,  whilst  the  parties  were  at  lunch.  Saw  a  herd  of  16  or  17 
oxen  moving  slowly  to  the  south-east,  and  two  reindeer.  Mr.  De  Bray 
walked  a  short  way  inland,  where  he  saw  two  oxen  and  wounded  one  of 
them,  but  it  escaped.  Crossed  from  Cape  Fisher  to  the  next  point  of  land, 
subsequently  ascertained  to  be  an  island,  and  encamped  upon  the  ice  about 
a  mile  beyond  it,  at  4.  30.  p.m. 

The  character  of  this  land  differs  from  that  about  Point  Nias ;  the  hills  in  the 
interior  are  very  loity,  and  from  them  the  land  gradually  slides  down  towards 
tlic  sea,  terminating  in  bold  points.  In  the  island  a  dark  hard  stone  abounds 
in  the  sides  of  the  ravines  and  upon  a  rocky  eminence  in  a  little  peninsula, 
appearing  to  protrude  through  the  sandstone  ;  it  contains  impressions  of 
fossil  corals.  On  the  eastern  extreme  of  this  island  Mr.  De  Bray  found 
numerous  small  fragments  of  coal. 

About  Cape  Fisher  the  traces  of  oxen  and  deer  were  very  numerous, 
although  we  saw  scarcely  any  vegetation. 


Obncvvatloati  iOth  April. 


Noon  for  Latitude. 
On  Cape  Flakcr. 

O 


Clmmo'nieter. 
h.  m.  s. 
0  54  2() 
7  00  45 
O.S  ')5 
08  35 
OU  50 


50  21) 
27 
27 
27 
26 


Travelled  in  to  Gape  Fiahcr  4\  miles. 

Temperaiwre  -\-  2° 
"  Inde.c  corr.  6'_^0"  + 

50  Cromed,  from  Cape  Fisher  to 

40  Middle  Point  S.  (f  E.  {Gom- 

00  'jiasH)        miles,  aiul  Jrovi 

00  tliencc    !o  encampment  1 

40  oiiile. 


(    545  ) 


At  Encampment.  Journal  ot 

a-  1,    J-  m  n  ,  ,  Conunander  M'Clintock. 

P.M.  Sights  for  time.  Temperature — 8        Index  corr.     6  iO   

Chronometer        ^    Q  j©  to  3IiddkPomt  ^  ' 

h.  m.  s.  (Cape  Fisher  just  shut  in.) 

H  38  54   5/  34   iO  Chronometer.  L  distance. 

39  26  29    50  Hh.43m.i5s.  i0i°5'5" 

39  56  26    iO  -—   ,     ,  —  

2/  22  '^O  JSorth  extreme  to  depth  oj-  Bay— 71  3i' 


40 


^8  40  Depth  of  Bay  to  Middle  Point  i06°  00' 


2Qth  April.— A  most  beautiful  bright  morning  ;  started  at  a  quarter  past 
five  for  tlie  next  point,  M'hich  shuts  out  from  our  view  the  land  beyond  it. 
Crossed  several  deer -tracks  going  south-eastward. 

After  rounding  the  point,  we  occasionally  got  upon  glassy  ice  and  made 
good  progress  before  the  wind,  which  now  blew  strong,  raising  up  the  snow 
in  drifts.'  At  lOh.  15m.  three  oxen  were  seen  near  the  beach  and  a  herd  of 
15  further  off.     Stopped  the  sledges  whilst  Mr.  De  Bray  and  I  went  in 
chase  of  the  former.  1  was  fortunate  enough  to  approach  unseen,  and  to 
shoot  a  bull ;  although  at  our  first  appearance  all  three  of  them  galloped 
away,  the  two  survivors  now  stood  resolutely  facing  us,  and  when  the  party  5h.om.  am. 
came  up  to  carry  down  the  meat,  we  w^ere  obligee!  to  pelt  them  with  Ifniperature'-ie-'. 
stones  to  get  them  to  move  away ;  but  once  having  commenced  their  Noon, 
retreat,  they  gallopped  off  with  surprising  speed  up  the  hills  for  nearly  lempeJature^+s". 
two  miles. 

This  was  a  welcome  supply  of  fresh  beef;  our  appetites  have  so  greatly 
increased  since  leaving  the  ships  that  we  could  easily  consume  double  our 
allowance.    Saw  four  reindeer. 

Encamped  here  at  half-past  twelve  ;  the  weather  being  severe  and  snow- 
drift ver}'  thick. 

The  most  distant  visible  land  ahead  of  us  is  a  low  point  about  half  a  ^    „  J^th  March. 

„  ^  Travelled,  5  hours, 

mile  OIT.  Lunched,  0. 

The  glassy  ice  passed  over  to  day  was  most  beautifully  transparent  and  jj^gf^^^J'^: 
blue ;  through  it  the  sandy  bottom  could  be  distinctly  seen,  and  the  few  Ice — noted  in  remarks, 
small  tufts  of  sea-weed  frozen  in  it  at  different  depths  looked  exactly  like  ^^etained  by  weather  and  pro- 

.  yNr»>   1  ii      •       •  11,11  curmg  beei,  0  hours. 

the  mosses  m  agate.    On  shore  the  ice  is  very  rugged,  but  unbroken. 

Courses. — To  north  extreme  3  miles  (see  tr.  hearing)  ;  thence  along  shore 
2f.W.  hy  W.  \  W.  (tr.)  as  nearly  as  coidd  he  ascertained  in  the  thick  siiow-drift. 

21st  April. — A  few  slight  cases  of  snow-blindness  having  occurred,  Ituok  sh.  som.  a.m. 
the  opportunity  of  our  early  halt  yesterday  to  change  the  hours  of  travelling.  Tempem'ure  +8". 
We  were  obliged  to  fish  both  our  wounded  sledge  runners  this  morning,  sa.iii.  Temperature  + 1 6°. 
Started  at  2h.  45m.  a.m.  ;  rounded  Hillock  Point,  so  named  from  the  shingle  Temperature  +21°. 
being  confusedly  arranged  upon  it  in  heaps  of  20  and  even  60  feet  high. 
There  is  no  evidence  of  recent  pressure  upon  this  shore.    Here  the  hiils 
approach  within  a  mile  of  the  sea,  but  their  elevation  is  not  above  500  feet ; 
the  lofty  range  is  further  inland  and  is  intersected  by  numerous  deep  ravines, 
at  right  angles  to  the  coast-line,  and  which  is  now  tolerably  straight.  Much 
snow-glare  to  day ;  some  of  the  men  have  inflamed  eyes. 

Whilst  crossing  a  bay  and  about  a  mile  off  the  land,  we  passed  four  sepa-       Fourteenth  March, 
rate  tracts  of  lemmings  travelling  in  for  the  land.   If  these  little  creatures  Lunlhed,'*-^ 
are  mie-ratina:  across  the  ice,  it  would  seem  to  be  from  some  land  in  the  Encamped,  13^. 

,     ^  ,       ^       .  Distance,  9 -J-  miles. 

north-east  or  east.  n.n.w.  (true.) 

Encamped  at  a  quarter  before  one  o'clock.  My  sledge's  crew  are  unusually  ^J^^^  °'ggf  "^^g^ 
tired;  the  fishes  have  stiffened  the  sledge  very  much  and  it  does  not  drag  so  drift"^  ^° '  '^'^  ^^^'^''^^y « 
easily  ;  the  flexible  runner  is  far  preferable  to  the  rigid  one.        ^  2h.  om.  a.m. 

 Calm,  o.s. 

I  ^  _        Temperature  +1°. 

'22d  April. — Started  at  two  o'clock  this  morning  ;  rounded  Flat  Point,  7h.  om.  a.m.  +  u°. 
and  saw  the  land  still  stretching  away  to  the  northward.  Heard  a  ptarmigan  Temperature  Vs".' 
callina;.    After  a  most  fatiguing  march  over  hummocks  with  soft  snow        Fifteenth  March, 
between,  we  encamped  at  noon  about  two  miles  from  Long  Point.    The  LunlLd,'*.' 
lofty  hills  inland  of  Hillock  Point  recede  from  the  coast,  trending  away  about  Encamped,  i2|. 
W.N.W.    Vegetation  is  more  abundant  here  than  we  have  found  it  since  Distance  gjTmiies. 
crossing  Melville  Island ;  traces  of  animals  are  numerous,  but  no  recent  1*=^,  in-shore,  deeply  covered 

frnplrt:  ^'^'^^  snow  ;  off-shore,  old  and 

iraCKS.  ygj.y  rough. 

3  Z  3 
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8i  miles. 


12li.  40i::.  a.m.    N.W,  2  b.c. 
Tempcniture  +  2°. 
6h.  Om.  a.m.    N.W.  3  h.e. 
Temperature  —12°. 
llh.Om.  a.m.    N.W.  .0  to  0. 
b.c.}!.  i  tcmpenituro  —  4". 

Sixteenth  March 
Travelled,  9^  hours. 
Lunched,  ^. 
Encamped,  14|. 
Distance,  8  miles. 
W.S.W.  24 1  „  ., 

S  b  E      5^  1  '^"•^P*^*''  8  miles. 

Ice — as  yesterday. 

Ih.  20m.  a.m. 
N.W.  5  c.z. 
Temperature  —11°. 

6h.  20m.  a.m. 
W.b.N.  6  b.c. 
Temperature  —12°. 

lOh.  Om.  a.m. 
W.b.N.  4  b. 
Temperature  —8°. 

Psventeenth  March. 
Travelled,  8  hours. 
Lunched,  ^. 
Encamped,  14|. 
Distance  — 
S.by  L.oi   .  „ 
S.S.E.    ,H  i  i 
E.b.S.    2i  O  _^ 
Ice — hummocks  along  shore  ; 
•now  d.'ep  and  soft. 
Ih.  Om.  a.m. 
W.b.K.  4  b.c.m. 
Temperature  —12°. 
6h.  Om.  a.m.  W.N.W.  5  b.c. 

Temperature  —11°. 

lOh.  Om.  a.m.    Do.  weather. 

Temperature  —3°. 

Eighteenth  March. 
Travelled,  8|  hours. 
Lunched,  ^. 
Encamped,  ISJ. 
Distance  ■ — 

S.E.b.S.  3'  i  «>  1  „  ., 
S.E.iS.  5'  Smiles. 
Ice — as  yesterday, 
llh.  50m.  p.m. 
W.N.W.  2  b.c. 
Temperature  —11°. 

8h.  Om.  a.m. 
N.W.  3  b.c. 
Temperature  —6°. 

Nineteenth  March. 
Travelled,  8;^  hours. 
Lunched,  4. 
Encamped,  ]  4^. 
Distance — 
S.E.^S.         4'  ^  tg  -I 
S.S.AV.iW. 

Ice— very  old  ;  heavy  floe. 
lOh.  Om.  p.m. 
N.W.,  2  b.c. 
Temperature  —14°. 
4h.  Om.  a.m. 
Temperature  —7°. 


23d  April. — Started  12li.  -lOin.  a.  m.  On  icmiidiug  J^oiig  J'oint  we  came 
in  siglit  of,  and  travelled  direct  for,  Grassy  Cape,  against  a  very  cold  north- 
west wind.  Encamped  at  20  minutes  before  10  o'clock.  Crossed  over 
some  low  points  during  the  early  part  of  this  march ;  the  few  mud-heaps 
pressed  up  upon  their  extremes  alone  pointed  out  the  boundary  between  land 
and  sea. 

24i^A  April. — Started  at  1.20  a.m.  When  passing  Grassy  Cape  about  two 
hours  after  we  saw  a  ptarmigan  and  a  herd  of  I  8  reindeer ;  one  deer  had  a 
single  antler,  the  other  17  had  none.  Mr.  De  Bray  shot  a  doe.  On  the 
south-eastern  slope  of  the  cape  there  was  more  grass  than  we  have  hitherto 
seen.  Passed  the  tracts  of  a  few  deer  travelling  southward  over  the  ice  ; 
Found  the  ice  and  snow  generally  smooth  in  shore,  but  the  former  is  very  old 
and  rugged  in  the  offing.  When  a  few  miles  north  of  Grassy  Cape,  we  saw 
the  first  heavy  masses  of  ice;  there  were  only  a  few  of  them,  lying  aground 
and  about  20  feet  high;  this  ice  is  very  similar  to  that  off  Cape  Dundas. 
Encamped  at  9h.  50m  a.m.  We  have  had  a  very  severe  march,  but  anticipate 
a  good  venison  supper.  All  the  land  near  the  coast  from  the  mount  in 
Mount's  Bay  to  here  is  very  low,  except  Grassy  Cape,  which  is  the  extreme 
of  an  oblong  mass  of  table  land,  conspicuous  above  the  general  level,  and 
lying  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  coast-line. 

2bth  April. — Started  at  a  quarter  before  one  o'clock.  The  morning 
is  very  cold,  and  the  land  is  low  and  uninteresting ;  travelled  close 
along  it  for  several  hours,  and  then  across  a  bay  towards  some  high 
land.  Encamped  at  10  o'clock  in  this  large  bay  about  a  mile  and  a  half 
off  shore. 

As  we  advance  we  find  stronger  sj-miptoms  of  occasional  movement  in  the 
ice ;  it  is  almost  always  such  as  we  call  "  heavy  floe,"  of  two  or  more  years 
old.  There  is  seldom  any  pressure  on  the  beach,  and  the  tide  crack  is  often 
scarcely  discern  able. 

Nothing  seen  except  the  track  of  one  wolf  and  of  two  or  three  foxes. 

Started  again  at  llh,  1.5m.  p.m.  ;  at  midnight  the  sun  was  one  diameter 
high,  with  a  vertical  column  of  bright  rays  ascending  from  it,  and  a  parhelion 
on  each  side. 

26th  April. — Reached  Depot  Island,  and  encamped  upon  its  east  side  at 
eight  o'clock. 

Buried  a  depot  of  five  days'  provisions  for  our  return,  and  left  a  record  of 
our  proceedings  in  a  cairn  upon  the  top  of  them. 

Thomas  Hood  (marine,)  is  unwell;  he  has  been  spitting  blood,  complains 
of  a  severe  pain  in  his  side,  and  giddiness  ;  gave  him  aromatic  spirit  and  a 
warm  drink. 

p.  M.  Started  at  half-past  ten  ;  travelled  for  the  next  point  of  main-land, 
distant  three  miles,  and  from  thence  along  shore  to  the  N.N.W.  (true.) 

27 fh  April. — An  extraordinary  degree  of  refraction.  Grassy  Cape 
appears  very  high  and  close  to  us,  instead  of  being  twenty-five  miles  off 
and  scarcely  visible  above  the  horizon. 


8h.  Om.  a.m. 
N.W.-ly,  2  b.c. 
Temperature,  zero. 


Twcnlif-tli  Marel). 
Travfllfd,  '.I  iiom-H 
Jjurif.hr'd,  .j,. 
KriCiiirnicd,  14 


Grassy  Cape,  strongly  refracted,  and  its  reflection  above  it. 

Saw  refracted  land  in  the  north  ;  its  eastern  extreme  is  abrupt,  but  to  the 
north-west  it  stretches  away  and  is  lost  in  the  distance. 

There  is  also  an  appearance  of  land  bearing  E.N.E.  This  powerful  refrac- 
tion lasted  about  an  liour;  ii,  appeared  only  to  seaward,  that  is,  between  north 
and  south-cast ;  ihv.  sky  became  clouded  over  just  beforeit  ceased.  Encamped 
at  Hh.  10m.  a.m. 

Hood  has  been  (juite  unable  to  work  since  before  luncheon  time  yesterday, 
nor  do  I  think  he  will  be  able  to  drag  any  more.  Mr.  DeBray  and  I  have  tried 
to  cure  him,  but  his  malady  ballles  our  medical  skill ;  he  suffers  much  from 
some  ini(!)'nal  Jnirt  or  strain.    Some  fivsh  deer  tracks  going  southward  were 
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seen  to-day.    The  land  is  now  of  moderate  elevation,  with  e-entle  slopes;  Distance, 9 miles. 

I-  i.Ti_j^i  mi  •         pl.         ^  -fee — hummocks  along  shore 

we  can  discover  but  little  vegetation  on  it.      1  he  snow  is  soit  and  our  snow  deep  and  soft, 
progress  therefore  is  both  laborious  and  slow. 

A.M.  Observations,  26th  April. 

For  Time.  Teyiiperatuve  —  6" 

Chronometer.  0  Index  corr.  +  6'  iO" 

h.  m.  s.     °     '     "  —  A.  m.  ' 

3  45  58     43  23    40        Jq  to  Hummock  3  49  <97°  15' 

46  27  26  50  Hummock  to  Grassy  Cape         <  80  40 


47  0'/  30  20 


Noon  Observations. 

For  Latitude.  Tem23erature  —  4° 

Chronometer.       ©  Index  corr.  +  6°  10" 

7  O      /  //  7  "  

li.  m.  s.  h.  m. 

6  57  00  —   54  4  50  ^  to  Grassy  Cape  .      7  19   <278°  39' 


Q9                  J  20  Approximate  Azimuth. 

7   50  Chronometer. 

15  38               7    20  ™-              ,  ^-r  r.^ 
    7  35  00        (f>  K  55°  E.  . 


Extremes  of  Land  S.W.  b.  S.,  &  N.W.  b.  N.  {Compass) 


A.M.  Observations,  27th  April. 

Temp.  zero.  Index  corr.  +  6'  20'' 

 1 0  to  North-west  extreme  3h.  38m.  /l  98°  5'  00" 

Last  Point  to  Grassy  Cape   -    15°  O'  0" 
Grassy  Cape  to  N.  W.  extreme  99   0  0 
North  extrerae  to  {Emerald  \  ^  j_   q  q 
Isle)  N.  W.  extreme,  j 
N.B.  This  "  N.  W.  extreme^'  is  the  z.t.  of  Emercdd 
Isle,  luhich  subtends  an  angle  of  2°.    "  North 
extreme"  is  the  continuation  of  this  land. 

Noon  Observations. 


Chronometer.  Q_ 

7  o  ' 

li.  m.  s. 

7    7  40  54  30  40  Temperature  +  2° 

10  55  30  5,0  Index  error  +  6'  20 

14  05  31  00 

17  30  29  40 

19  10  29  00 


For  Time. 

Chronometer.  Q 

h.  m.   s.       o  //  / 

3  34  38       42  45  50 

35  11  49  30 

35  46  52  30 


P.M.  Started  at  lOh.  15m.    During  this  march  we  gradually  turned  loh.  om.  p.m. 
away  much  more  to  the  westward,  following  the  coast-line.    Saw  that  the  ^mperatuie, zero, 
land  in  the  north-east  is  an  island.  Its  agreeable  aspect  subsequently  gained  4h.  om.  a.m.,  28th. 
for  it  the  flattering  title  of"  Emerald  Isle  ;  "  but  in  these  regions,  where  any-  Tempe?a\ure  -2". 
thing  green  is  a  rarity,  the  term  has  only  a  comparative  meaning.  sii.  om.  a.m.  + 1°. 

I^th  April. — Encamped  at  a  quarter  before  eight  this  morning.    Hood       Twenty -first  Marc 
suffers  less  pain  but  is  very  weak.    This  land  becomes  gradually  lower  as  Travelled,  9  hours, 
we  advance  ;  here  it  is  very  low",  and  there  is  no  ice-pressure  on  its  shores.  Encamp'l'd!  is^. 
The  refraction  has  lifted  up  to  our  view  very  distant  land  lying  beyond  our  Distance,  9  mUes. 
next  extreme  of  Melville  Island,  and  stretching  across  to  Emerald  Isle,  '^'^"—^^^^^^^^y 
Whether  it  is  connected  with  this  shore  or  is  the  opposite  side  of  a  strait 
I  cannot  hazard  a  conjecture  at  present.    A  ptarmigan  was  the  only  thing- 
seen  to-day. 

A.M.  Observations,  28th  April. 

For  Time.  Temperature  +  7°.       Index  corr.  +6'  20" 

^"       ^-  O  Courses  travelled. 

3  28  02  42°  28'  20"  S.8.W.     ^  milel 

28  37  32  30  S.S.E.     4^    „  ICom-pass. 

29  15  36  20  S.E.\8.  f    „  J 

3Z4 
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Journcil  of 
ConiiuandtT  M 'Clin took, 


NoDii  ( )li,^ei%'al  'emu. 


oh.  Om.  p.m. 
W.S.W.  4  b.e. 
Temperature  +  4°. 

7li.  Om.  a.m.,  29t>i. 
W.S.W.  2  b.c.  Zero. 

Twenty -second  March. 
Travelled,  0^  hours. 
Lunched,  4- 
Encamped,  14^-. 
Distance,  SA  miles. 
Ice — very  rough,  with  deep 


Watch. 

h.  'III.  H. 

i'J  iO'  00 
i8  00 
20  30 
23  30 
25  00 
28  00 
32  00 


0 


'4  27 
30 


30 
30 
33  20 
30  20 

39  40 
42  20 

40  20 


(Jomjxi/nnon. 
h.  m.  n. 
Watch,        j2  4H  00 
Clhronom.     (1  r,4  30 

W"lch  fad  a  49  30 


M.  ])('  liray'x  wj'.rij/ io'nat  aUilnde. 
3'  00" 
+  G  20 


 |0  to  Fcml/nsula  (Cape  Scott)  i'.m.  Ijp/ovc  startiafj 

Time.  D  Ida/ace.  O  Temperature,  +4'\ 

Chroii.    4h.  5m.  30s.  40"  30'  00"        4"  52'  00" 

  i  00   

p.  M.  Started  at  nine  o'clock  this  evening.  Cro.ssed  over  the  neck  of  a 
little  peninsula,  which  is  tlie  northern  extreme  of  this  part  of  Melville 
Island,  and  on  which  a  cairn  and  record  of  our  proceedings  were  left. 
Proceeded  direct  for  the  next  point  of  land.  Clear  weather  with  very 
strong  refraction,  throwing  up  the  land  nearly  all  round  us.  I  left  the 
sledges  under  the  guidance  of  Mr.  De  i3ray,  and  walked  eight  miles  towards 
the  nearest  refracted  land  bearing  north-west,  without  appearing  to  dimini.sh 
the  distance  much  ;  this  walk,  however,  satisfied  me  that  it  is  not  connected 
with  this  land. 

'l^th  April. — Encamped  at  seven  o'clock  in  the  morning,  two  miles  off 
shore.  At  eight  o'clock  the  refraction  ceased,  and  the  whole  of  the  distant 
land,  which  extended  from  east  to  west  and  had  puzzled  us  so  much, 
disappeared  also.  Mr.  De  Bray  saw  three  oxen  and  two  ptarmigan.  The 
fine  weather  of  the  last  few  days  has  enabled  us  to  (  ry  our  s]ceping  bags 
and  furs  ;  they  had  become  very  stiff  and  heavy  from  the  quantity  of  frost 
in  them. 

A.M.  Observations,  29th  April 


For  Time. 
Chronometer, 
h.  m.  s.  ' 
2  2i  32 

22  28 

23  24 

24  02 


o 

o         f  tt 

35  39  50 
46  50 
53  /O 
57  40 


Temperature,  "tsro.        Index  cor.  6" 

0  to  Cape  Scott. 
2h.  25m.  00s.  L  37"  58  00" 

Courses,  S.E.    S.  2  miles. 
S.E.  '  6 


I  Compass. 


For  Latitude. 
Chronometer, 
h.  m.  s.  ' 
7  ii  00 

44  00 

17  3  a 

19  00 

2i  iO 


Noon. 

Temiieratnre,  +  7°. 


Index  cor.  +6°  30" 


O 


For  Variation. 


55  41  10 
41  30 
41  10 
40  50 
39  fiO 


Chronometer. 

h.  111.  s. 

7  29  40 
38  30 
35  20 


o  / 

312  30 
311  00 
310  50 


3h.  Om.  p.m. 
W.S.W.  3  b.c. 
Temperature,  zero. 


P.  M.  Started  at  Qh.  10m.  The  wind  felt  unusually  sharp  to  our  faces,  after 
yesterday's  bright  sun.  The  sledges  crossed  a  little  bay  filled  with 
hummocks  and  loosely  packed  ice,  whilst  Mr.  De  Bray  walked  along  the 
shoi-c.  In  this  Avay  the  shores  of  the  bays  were  always  cxann'ned  when 
they  could  not  be  satisfactorily  scrutinized  from  the  sledges.  Mr  De  Bray 
reports  the  land  to  be  almost  quite  barren. 

'M)fli,  April. — Passed  over  the  extreme  of  Sandy  Point ;  saw  on  it  the  foot- 
prints of  an  ox  and  a  ptarmigan.  The  coast  now  trends  south-west  and  is 
extremely  low,  but,  as  the  land  recedes  from  it,  it  gradually  rises.  The 
visible  extreme  of  Melville  Island  seen  from  here  is  a  noble  bluff  headland 
withlolty  hills  adjoining  it,  exactly  resembling  those  inland  of  Cape  Fisher. 
Tlie  o})posite  side  of  the  strait  appears  to  be  2.5  miles  distant ;  it  is 
not  so  liigh  as  this  land,  and  its  extremes  are  low  and  indistinct ;  I  liad 
an  excellent  view  of  it  from  the  top  of  a  hill.  Found  plenty  of  a  stunted 
description  of  moss,  but  hardly  uny  grass.  Saw  a  few  fox  tracks  coming 
DiHtance,  direct  for  c.Dc Bray,  {V()ni  t  he  Westward,  also,  some  lenmiing  tracks.  Shot  a  brace  of  ptarniigau. 
ic«— noted  in  rernarko.  Thc  icc  is  tolerably  suiootli,  and  the  wind  has  been  blowing  very  steadily 


3h.  Om.    Temp.  —  8. 


8h.  n.ra.    W.H.VV.  1  b.c. 
Temperature  —  4. 

'I'wi  nty-lbird  March. 
'I'ravellcd,  0^  IiourH. 
LiiiK  bed,  \. 
I'viicaiiipcd,  14 
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through  the  strait  for  the  last  few  days.    Very  strong  refraction  all  night ;  Journal  of 

at  times  we  could  see  two  distinct  images  (or  reflections)  above  the  object.  CommanderM'Ciintock. 
Encamped  at  7h.lOm.  a.m.  close  to  the  shore. 

A.M.  Observations,  30th  April. 

For  Time.  Temperature,  —  4°       Index  cor.  +6'  30" 

Chronometer.  0  For  Variation, 

h.  m.  s.  Of  ,r 

2  32  48  37  24  20  2  41  i8  N.  i 8°  W. 

33  29  29  iO  42  24  49 

34  25  35  30  43  22  49 

35  42  44  00  44  04  49 

44  45  48^ 


S.W.  Bhiff  (Cape  JDe  Bray)  to  0\_  2h.  38m.  48s.  —  Z.  408°  48'  00' 

Compass  hearing,  N.  272°  W. 


The  bluff  on  refracted  land,  K  222°  W.  (North-west  bluff.) 

Noon  Observations. 
For  Latitude.  Temperature,  +  40° 

O  Index  correction,  +  6'  45' 


h.  m.  s.  °    '  "  For  Variation. 

7  44  43  56  28  40  h.  m.  s.  °  ' 

48  30  29  40  7  38  40  ^  303  30 

20  20  29  40  40  40  303  00 

22  05  28  30  44  55  303  00 

24  25  27  00  43  25  302  00 

26  00  27  30  45  40  304  00 


P.M.    Started  at  nine  o'clock  ;  travelled  for  the  extreme  bluff,  Cape  gh.  om.  p.m. 
De  Bray.    Mr.  De  Bray  and  I  walked  nearly  round  a  deep  bay  and  Caimc. 
along  shore  for  several  miles  ;  passed  three  deer  tracks  crossing  the  strait  to  '^^'^p^''^*'^'"®  +  ^  • 
the  north-west,  and  saw  a  few  tracks  of  foxes,  lemmings,  and  ptarmigan ; 
a  few  of  the  latter  were  seen.    The  snow  has  become  soft,  and  the  ice 
beneath  it  being  old  and  rugged,  our  labour  is  very  severe. 

1st  May. — Encamped  at  seven  o'clock  this  morning.     I  purpose  taking  sh.  som.  a.m. 
on  the  "  Hero  "  for  one  march  more  only ;  then  I  shall  reduce  my  party  to  Te^erature  -  \\° 
eight,  deposit  surplus  provisions,  and  exchange  sledges,  as  mine  is  too  much  ^-^  a.m. 
injured  for  a  protracted  journey.  Temperature  -5". 

Before  proceeding  from  this  encampment  we  fortified  ourselves  with  a 
hot  meat  breakfast  instead  of  the  usual  cold  bacon  one  ;  also  washed  our 
faces.  The  "  scrub  "  was  refreshing,  and  would  have  been  delightful,  but 
for  the  frostbites  and  blisters,  which  had  hitherto  been  almost  hidden  by  a 
coating  of  filth.  Blistered  and  frost  bitten  faces  and  sore  lips  are  the  "  favours  _  ^  Twenty-fourth  March, 
of  the  climate"  at  this  particular  season  ;  we  have  fairly  earned  them  by  iunched^^!' 
constant  exposure  to  the  sharp  winds,  severe  temperature,  and  unsetting  sun.  Encamped,  u.  ^ 

I  think  it  probable  that  we  may  meet  the  "western  division,"  and  we  ^ass^''^' ™^ ^  '^^^ 
wish,  of  course,  to  look  as  respectable  and  clean  as  circumstances  will  ice— rough, 
permit.    Let  a  reef  out  of  our  tent,  which  has  increased  its  length  from 
12ft.  4in.  to  14ft.  4in.  ;  it  now  affords  luxurious  space  for  11  persons. 

A.M.  Observations,  istMay. 
Chronometer.  0  Temperature,  —5° 

h.  m.  8.  °    '    "  Index  corr.    +  7'  4  0" 

2    9  43  35  44  00- 


40  45  47  50 

iO  53  24  50 

44  37  27  40 


'Fcyr  time. 


Noon  Observations. 
Temperature,  +  6°.        Index  corrections,  +  7'  30" 
For  Latitude.       0  For  Variation. 

7  O      ~  //  7  O  / 

h.  m.  s.  fi.  m.  s. 

7  46  07    57  49  40  7  42  45  cj)  N.  63  40  E. 

49  45  49  40  46  00  62  00 

24  00  48  30  47  00  63  00  The 

23  40  47  50  48  00  65  00    needle  is 

26  00  47  00  49  00  65  20  sluggish. 

54  50  63  30 

III..  4  A 
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Journal  of 
Coniinuudcr  M  'Cliiitock. 


U.  'lib.  H. 

West  Exl,-.of^N^^^  *  0  0  /7fJ 

{Point  W'lM-M)  -       -  ) 

lo  (J.  De  Bray       -       -  C,r> 
C.  ])n  Bray  to  licjyld  over  yreai  ravine, 
„  (Uirh  clijj'  in  dapllb  of  ha/y 

Hound  Hill  to  Qwoi'n  Hill   -       -  . 
Quo 071  Hill  to  North-east  bhiff 
North-east  to  North-west  bluff 
Nortli-west  bluff' to  Point  Wilkie  - 


r>() 

56  00 
50  .'iO 
02  30 


07  00 
55  00 
16  00 


A,  m. 

8  2i 
23 
24 
25 
25 


For  Vo/riatio'ih. 
H'po/re  Needle. 

H.  "  ' 

15  <jj  N.  287  00 

20  287  SO 

10  287  45 

00  287  30 

50  287  00 


W. 


Quovn  JfUl  N.W.  i  N. 

(Jreai  Ra/oime  N.E.  ^  N. 
North-'west  bluff  I'i.S.E.  \  E. 


9h.  Om.  p.m. 
N.E.-ly  1  b.c. 
Temperature  —  5°. 


3b.  Om.  a.m. 

Temperature  — 12  A". 


7h.  Om.  a.m. 

Temperature  —  4° 


Twenty-  fifth  March. 
Travelled,  9  hours. 
Lunched,  \. 
Encamped, 

]Jistance,  9-^-  miles  E.^N.  (com- 
pass.) 

Ice — pack  ofF-shore. 

iJetained  securing  depot  and 
huildinc  a  cairn,  2  hours. 


P.M.  Started  at  nine  o'clock,  a  most  delightful  evening.  I  walked  to  the 
land,  crossing  the  mouth  of  a  rather  deep  bay,  which  Mr.  De  Bray  will 
examine  on  his  return.  The  ice  is  now  ordinary  "  pack ;"  there  is  no 
pressure  on  the  shore.  We  have  left  the  low  land  behind  us  ;  here,  it  rises 
abruptly  into  lofty  hills  with  bold  outlines,  and  is  intersected  by  numerous 
deep  ravines.  This  part  of  Melville  Island  is  very  beautiful  dark  land,  not 
much  covered  with  snow ;  found  grass,  saxifrages,  and  poppy,  but  hardly 
any  moss.  Saw  several  large  lumps  of  gneiss,  one  very  large  one  had  the 
rounded  form  of  a  boulder  ;  it  was  40  or  50  feet  above  the  sea,  was  about 
six  feet  in  diameter,  and  contained  numerous  coarse  garnets.  The  first 
snow  buntings  of  the  season  were  seen  here.  Tracks  of  foxes  and  ptarmi- 
gan were  numerous,  and  there  were  also  two  fresh  wolf  tracks  coming  from 
the  south-west. 

2nd  May. — After  luncheon  we  came  to  heavier  "  pack,"  and  were  obliged  to 
keep  in  for  the  shore,  along  which  we  travelled  over  smooth  ice,  and  encamped 
upon  the  beach  among  some  pressed-up  mud  heaps  at  half-past  six.  The 
hills  rise  directly  from  the  beach  and  are  so  steep  that  they  throw  a  broad 
shadow  upon  the  ice  ;  within  this  shadow  we  found  the  snow  quite  hard. 
Three  ptarmigan  were  seen  this  march.  Commenced  digging  a  pit  to 
receive  the  depot  of  provisions,  and  building  a  cairn.  The  beach  is  frozen 
earth  without  stones.  Hood  has  been  unable  to  work  since  the  beginning 
of  his  illness,  he  still  suffers  from  internal  pains  ;  he  therefore  returns  with 
the  "  Hero,"  exchanging  with  John  Drew,  A.B.  The  stokers,  Joseph 
Smithers  and  John  Coombes  will  also  return,  as  their  services  are  required 
on  board. 

In  the  evening  after  breakfast  these  exchanges  were  effected,  also  an 
exchange  of  tents  and  sledges.  The  return  party  was  completed  with 
11  days'  provisions  to  take  them  to  Point  Nias.  Twenty  days'  provisions 
were  stowed  upon  my  sledge,  and  the  remainder,  amounting  to  about  30  days' 
allowance,  together  with  all  extra  clothing  and  every  disposable  article,  was 
secured  in  depot.  A  cairn  was  built,  and  record  placed  in  it,  and  having 
obtained  satisfactory  observations  for  latitude,  longitude,  and  variation,  we 
were  prepared  to  "  part  company." 

I  gave  Mr.  De  Bray  short  written  orders  for  his  guidance,  and  a  note  for 
Capt.  Kellett  detailing  my  proceedings.  He  started  at  half-past  nine  and 
was  soon  out  of  sight. 

A.M.  Observations,  2d  May. 


Chronometer. 

h.  m.  s. 

2  28  22 
20  01 
20  42 


o 

o      /  // 

37  54  50 
49  20 

38  04  40 


h.  m.  s.      °   '  " 

lo  to  Quoin  Hill,  2  31  07  >  54  08  30 


Altitude  of  Quoin  Hill,  0°  21'  0" 
Temperature,  4° 


Index  corrections,  +  7'  20" 


Chronometer. 

h,.  m.  s. 

7  10  05  - 

18  15 

10  50 

21  45 

23  30 

25  45 


Noon  Observations. 


O 

o       /  / 

58  07  30 
7  50 
7  30 
7  10 
7  00 
6  00 


Temperature,  +  13°,   Error,  +  7'  20" 
Extreme  of  this  land,  N.  72°  E.  1^  mile. 
Point  Wi'lkie,  S.  3°  W.  about  20  miles. 
Quoin  Hill  to  N.  W.  bluff,  06°  25' 
N.W.  bluff  lo  Point  Wilkie,  10°  00' 
„       extreme  beyond,  10°  40[  
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P.M.  Observations. 


Chronometer, 
h.  m.  s. 
i    5  05 

5  41 

6  23 

6  54 

7  17 


0 


31 


7 

3 

30  59 


11  50 
50 
00 


10 
54  40 


Time, 
h.  m.  s. 

1     8  45 

10  20 

11  27 


Temperature,  +  6'^ 
Index  corrections, 


Jouriial  of 
Commander  M'Clmtock. 


7'  20' 


azimuth. 

O  " 

^  F.  217  30  W. 

217  00 

218  00 


P.M.  Started  at  9h.  50m.  and  travelled  close  along  the  beach  under 
the  shadow  of  the  hills  ;  the  ice  was  tolerably  smooth,  and  having  a  greatly  caim^nd  doud 
reduced  load,  made  fair  progress.    I  walked  over  some  of  the  hills  and  Terperatme'+ e" 
found  them  to  be  almost  quite  barren ;  their  surfaces  are  composed  of 
slaty  sandstone  and  clay.   The  hills  immediately  overlooking  the  strait  f'^y^^'^^''^' 
are  from  300  to  350  feet  high ;  upon  their  slopes  we  found  a  great  deal  of  Tempeiatm-e,  zero, 
a  dark  hard  stone,  more  resembling  clay  iron-stone  than  any  other.    The      o™-  a.m. 
hills  in  the  interior  rise  several  hundred  feet  higher.  After  travelling  nine  or  a?mp\!muJe^+" 
ten  miles,  we  came  to  much  lower  land,  and  at  the  end  of  12  or  13  miles 
encamped  upon  a  more  fertile  shore,  where  I  saw  the  skeleton  of  an  ox,  Lunlhecf 
and  shot  three  ptarmigan.     There  has  been  considerable  ice  pressure  EncampJd,'i3. 
upon  this  beach;  large  masses  having  been  forced  up  on  it,  six  or  eight 
feet  above  the  level  of  the  floe. 

Bd  May. — Passed  twelve  deer  tracks  to-day,  nine  of  them  coming  from  the 
north  shore  of  the  strait,  and  three  going  to  it ;  fox  tracks  are  abundant. 


mper 

Twenty-sixth  March. 


Distance,  12  miles. 
Ice— inshore,  chiefly  last  win- 
ter's, and  level. 


P.  31.  Observations,  3d  May. 
Temperature,  -\-  11° 


h.  m. 


West  Extr.  of  North  land  (ivestivard  of  Ft.  Wilkie),  to  Sun,  9  38  00  Z  108  30  00 

Altitude,  O  26°  53'  00".  No  error. 


West  Extr.  of  North  land  to  r.  tan.  Eglington  Island 
„  „  near  Cape  on  ditto 

„  „  r.  tan.  Table  Mount 

„  „  r.  tan.  Dark  Point 

(More  land  to  the  left,  but  very  indisti/tict.) 

„  next  extreme  (Terrace  Gape) 

Altitude  of  ditto 
Bearing  of  ditto 
Hills  in  depth  of  Haven,  N.  by  E. 

O 


55  20 

56  20 
83  50 
92  53 

129  50 

00  15 

-  N.  81  30  E. 

Altitude  of  ditto,  2°  55'  00' 


Compass 
E.  by  S.  . 
E.\8.  - 
'E.byN.  ■ 
E.N.E.  - 
N.E.  by  E. 


Courses. 
2  miles. 


23l 

2^ 


2^ 


h.  m.  s. 
2  30  10 
31  55 

33  05 

34  50 


1^  Temperature,  —  4° 


10  50  10 

44  00  [  Error,  +  7'  20" 
39  30  (Ice  horizon. 
34  20  )  Lip,  5  feet. 


j  O  to  Terrace  Gape. 
2h.  35m.  45s.    93°  32' 


P.M.  The  morning  mists  passed  off  and  the  day  was  beautiful  and  clear. 
Land  is  seen  nearly  all  round.  We  are  almost  at  the  mouth  of  a  most 
magnificent  haven  running  in  to  the  eastward,  and  in  which  the  ice  is  per- 
fectly smooth.  The  distant  land  across  the  head  of  it  is  mountainous,  cut 
up  by  numberless  ravines,  and  resembling  a  vast  assemblage  of  peaked  hills. 
On  the  south  side  of  the  haven  is  a  very  remarkable  dark  steep  cliff 
930  feet  high  ;  it  is  the  highest  land  bordering  the  coast  which  I  have  seen. 
We  have  recog-nized  it  when  45  miles  distant,  and  I  am  sure  it  may  be  seen 
much  farther  in  clear  weather. 

The  view  of  this  haven  and  the  neighbouring  land  forms  by  far  the 
most  beautiful  Arctic  scenery  I  have  ever  beheld.  The  visible  extreme 
of  Melville  Island  is  a  bold  terraced  headland  750  feet  high,  and  very 
much  resembling  Cape  Dundas.  To  the  west  the  land  is  much  lower,  and 
just  now  is  so  much  distorted  by  refraction  as  to  appear  hke  a  group  of 
islands. 

Started  at  twenty  minutes  before  eight  this  evening,  the  sledge  proceeding  yj,.  40m.  p.m. 
direct  for  Terrace  Cape,  whilst  I  walked  across  the  haven  examining  its  Caim,b.e. 
depths  with  my  glass,  and  from  thence  along  shore  to  the  south-west.  iii.";iOm"  a.m, 

Ath  May. — At  half-past  one  this  morning,  when  we  halted  to  lunch,  the  '_  „ 

temperature  was  18°  below  zero  !  Encamped  at  a  quarter  past  six  off  the  - 

4  A  2 


-4= 
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6li.  30in.  a.m. 
(Jul 111,  b.f. 

Tumpci'Hlurc!  —  10". 


Twenty  seventh  March. 
Travelled,  10  hours. 
Lunched,  ^. 
Encamped,  13  J. 
Distance,  U  miles. 
(N.  82°  li.) 

Ice— noted  iremarks. 


entrance  of  a  deep  bay  or  inlet.  The  ice  has  be(;n  level,  and  has  probaV^ly 
been  formed  last  autumn,  but  the  snow  is  soft  and  deep.  We  ijave  had  very 
strong  and  remarkable  refraction  all  night,  thnwirig  up  some  portions  of 
Eglington  Island,  and  exhibiting  inverted  images,  without  affecting  certain 
intermediate  parts  of  the  same  land.  The  shore  J  walked  along  between  the 
haven  and  deep  bay,  off'  which  we  are  now  encamped,  lias  a  northern  aspect, 
and  with  the  exception  of  some  ridges  on  the  beacli,  forced  up  at  various 
periods  by  the  ice,  it  is  deeply  covered  with  snow.  Along  the  tops  of  these 
bare  ridges  ptarmigan  have  been  searching  for  food.  Off"  each  ravine  there  is  a 
low  projection  of  shingle  mixed  with  muddy  debris,  and  on  their  south-west 
extremes,  where  the  pressure  has  been  greatest,  the  ridges  are  highest,  rising 
several  feet  about  the  point  on  which  they  are  heaped.  Some  that  I  noticed 
were  25  feet  high,  and  with  large  blocks  of  ice  im})edded  in  them.  The 
land  in  the  interior  is  lofty  and  appears  to  be  traversed  \)y  ravines  in  all 
directions.  On  the  southern  side  of  this  great  bay  (Ibbett  Bay)  stratifica^ 
tion  appears,  dipping  slightly  to  the  south-west. 

A.M.  Observations,  4th  May. 

Temperature,  —  iO° 
O  Index  corrections,  +  7'  20'' 

~  Tervace  Gape,  N.  82°  E.,  its  altitude,  0°  39'  00" 

North  point  of  Ibbett  Bay,  N.  32'^  W. 
Last  extreme  (G.  De  Bray  ?■)  S.  87'"  W. 


For  Time. 
Chronometer, 
h.  m.  s.  ° 
2    5  28  - 

7  i7 

8  40 
iO  i6 


36  /5  40 
29  iO 
39  20 
5/ 


Chronometer. 

h.  m.  s. 
7    i  27 

4  08 
9  42 
//  05 
/5  45 
48  40 
2i  20 
23  iO 
25  40 

27  iO 

28  i5 
33  30 
36  30 


Noon  Observations. 


O 

o        /  // 

59  47  30 

48  50 

51  20 

52  00 

52  50 

53  iO 
53  iO 
52  50 
52  iO 
5i  50 
5i  30 

49  iO 
47  30 


Temperature,  -f-  5° 
Index  correction,  +  7'  20 

For  Variation. 

h.  m.  s.  ° 

6  58  U  (})N.  56  E. 


06  iO 

07  i5 
42  40 
i3  30 


60 
59 
62 
64 


h.  m.  .s.  ° 
7  38  30  (j>N.  69  E. 


39  20 

40  20 

41  30 

42  /<? 
42  50 


68 
70 
69 
70 
7i 


Haven  Cliff,  N.  70°  W. 


8h.  Om.  p.m. 
E.N.E.  2  b.c. 
Temperature  —1°. 
Ui.  45m.  a.m. 
Temperature  —8°. 
6h.  .30m.  a.m. 
Temperature  —  1". 
N.E.  2  c. 

Twenty -eighth  March. 
Travelled,  !)i  hours. 
Lunched,  4- 
Encamped,  15. 

Distance  11^  miles  (N.  80°  E.) 
Ice,  greater  part  good,  latterly 
packed. 

Off-shore  200  ya^rds. 


Started  at  eight  o'clock  this  evening. 

bth  May. — Encamped  under  the  cliffs  about  two  miles  north  of  Terrace 
Cape  at  6h.  10m.  a.m.  Passed  the  tracks  of  a  few  deer  crossing  from 
Eglington  Island,  and  shot  a  ptarmigan.  The  coast  line  is  now  a  noble  range 
of  cliffs  600  or  700  feet  high,  broken  at  intervals  by  wide  ravines.  I  intend 
sending  back  the  sledge  with  six  men,  to  search  Ibbett  Baj^  and  proceeding 
myself,  with  two  men  and  the  little  "  Satellite  "  sledge,  for  about  20  miles 
further,  in  the  hope  of  meeting  Lieut.  Mecham  and  arranging  with  hiin  for 
the  complete  search  of  the  land  to  the  north,  that  no  part  may  be  omitted, 
nor  any  valuable  time  lost. 


Noon  Observations,  5th  May. 


Chronometer, 
h.  m.  s. 
7    3  0 
5  0 

14  30 

15  35 
20  45 

22  10 

23  35 


o 

O       '  " 

60  4i  iO 
43  00 

45  iO 

46  00 
46  iO 

45  40 

46  20 
45  30 


Temperature,  +  15° 
Index  correction,  +  7'  20" 
Sun  indistinct. 

For  Variation. 

h  .  m. 


tS'. 

13  00 

17  30 

18  00 
25  45 


(j)  N.  299  W. 
298 
298 
29  6 i 


Terrace  Cape,  N.  86°  E.  2  mileK^i. 

a  De  Bray,  S.  79°  If. 

Last  of  these  cliffs,  N.  88°  W.  4  miles. 


I 
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P.M.  Started  at  9h.  20m.  with  the  "  Satellite,"  manned  by  Hy.  Giddy  and  cahS^ic""' 
John  Drew,  and  laden  with  six  days'  provisions  and  our  blanket  bags.  At  the  Temperature  +  8°. 
same  time  the  "  Star  of  the  North "  under  the  charge  of  Geo.  Green, 
quarter-master,  proceeded  to  examine  Ibbett  Bay.  I  appointed  the 
N.E.  part  of  its  entrance  as  our  rendezvous  on  the  fourth  day.  Saw  five 
deer  coming  towards  us  from  the  nearest  point  of  Eghngton  Island,  one  of 
which  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  kill  at  190  yards.  It  was  a  fine  buck,  in 
good  condition.  Took  a  portion  of  the  meat  with  us,  and  buried  the  rest 
in  a  cleft  in  the  ice. 

On  reaching  Terrace  Cape  we  saw  an  exactly  similar  one  about  25  miles 

n  3h.  a.m.  6th. 

further  on.  Caim,  b.c. 

Terrace  Cape  is  the  loftiest,  most  prominent,  and  steepest  of  this  range  Temperature  -lo. 
of  precipitous  cliffs.  Although  the  turn  of  the  coast  line  is  very  gradual, 
the  cape  may  easily  be  known  by  the  absence  of  ravines,  and  those  nearest 
it  on  each  side  diverge,  showing  that  the  cape  is  the  extremity  of  the  central 
ridge.  To  the  south-west  of  the  cape  there  has  been  a  very  "  heavy  nip," 
the  floe  having  been  forced  up  against  the  cliffs  to  a  height  of  40  or  50  feet. 

Most  of  the  ice  is  very  heavy  and  old,  but  under  the  shadow  of  the  clifi^s 
the  snow  is  still  hard,  and  travelling  good. 

6th  May. — Passed  numerous  deer  tracks,  all  of  them  crossing  from 
Eglington  Island  to  Terrace  Cape,  and  thence  along  shore  to  the  north- 
east, until  the  ravines  afford  them  access  to  the  interior  of  this  land.  After 
crossing  a  very  deep  bay  similar  to  the  one  passed  yesterday,  we  encamped  9h.  om.  a.m. 
at  nine  o'clock  on  the  land.    Here  commences  another  range  of  cliffs  which  ^^perature  +3° 
continue  to  the  south-west.    Found  more  vegetation  upon  these  slopes  than 
I  expected,  particularly  as  they  are  exposed  to  the  N.W.    Saw  several 
tracks  of  hares,  which  hitherto  we  have  rarely  met  with ;  also  a  wolf 
track,  but  no  traces  of  deer  since  passing  Terrace  Cape.    From  the  top  of 
a  hill  I  saw  all  round  the  bay  distinctly,  and  have  named  it  after  the  senior  ,    Twenty-ninth  March, 
engineer  of  the  "Intrepid,"  Mr.  Purchase,  whose  voluntary  services  as  one  LimlLd,!^ 
of  a  sledge's  crew,  employed  in  carrying  out  our  depot  provisions  last  Encamped,  is. 
autumn,  fully  entitle  him  to  this  honorary  distinction.  ice— noted  in  remarks. 

The  ice  has  been  smooth  along  shore,  but  the  snow  is  soft,  except  close  Detained  procurmg  game,  2^ 
under  the  shadow  of  the  cliff's.    Had  venison  for  supper  and  breakfast. 

Noon  Observations. 
Temperature,  +  7° 

Km.  s.        Of"              Index  correction,  —  i'  00"  Gourses  and  Distances. 

7  U  45  61  56  00              \Q  to  bluff  in  bay,    7h.  1m.  20s.  —  104°  44'  E.^N.      ^    -    -  8 

17  30            56  00                    „       last  of  G.  Terrace  cliffs       77  42  N.E.b.E.    -    -    -  7^ 

18  45  56  00  „       nearest  Pt.Eglingtonlsld.  121  00 

20  10  57  00  Last  of  Gape  Terrace  Cliffs  to  %vest'\ 

21  30  57  00  extr.  Eglington  Island     -       -  J 

25  25  56  00  Travelled  across  Purchase  Bay,  6^  miles. 

Next  visible  extreme,  being  part  of  the  range  of  cliffs,  E.S.E.  1^  miles.  lOb.  om.  p.m. 

Trend  of  this  side  of  the  bay  is  N.W.  by  N.    "      '  Calm,  b.c. 

Bluff  in  bay,  NW.  i  W.  9  or  10  miles  S.7m'tr 

North  2  b. 

P.M.  Started  at  ten  o'clock.  Passed  over  two  miles  of  smooth  ice,  and  then 
came  to  very  heavy  polar  ice,  but  without  its  pressing  heavily  on  the  shore.  i^Tort^i  4'b' 

7th  May. — Seeing  that  it  would  cost  me  a  day's  march  to  reach  the  next  ^'^"^^^^j^-rt^g^^j^a^i.^ij 
cape  in  sight,  and  that  Lieutenant  Mecham  would  probably  pass  along  Travelled,  lo  hours, 
here  before  crossing  to  the  north-west,  I  halted  at  one  o'clock,  when  5|;  p™°Jj|jpg/\^2 
miles  from  my  last  encampment,  and  built  a  cairn  upon  a  conspicuous  little  Distance  w.n.w.  tr.,  sf. 
brow,  30  feet  above  the  sea  and  at  the  base  of  the  cliffs,  and  placed  in  it  a  Thence  to  encampment,  lo. 
note  for  Lieutenant  Mecham.    We  then  turned  back,  recrossed  Purchase  Building  cairn,  1  hour. 
Bay,  and  encamped  upon  its  low  north-west  point  at  half-past  nine.  North™  b  ™ 

A  strong  breeze  all  day.  Temperature  +  4°. 

P.M.  Started  at  9h.  1  Om.    Travelled  close  along  the  chffs  all  this  march.  I'^y 
Picked  up  our  depot  of  venison,  which  had  frozen  in  the  exact  shape  of  Temperatm-e  —2°. 
the  cleft  of  ice,  so  that  we  could  scarcely  get  it  out.  Tem^peratur^ViT*^^'' 

%th  May. — Encamped  upon  the  south-west  side  of  Ibbett  Bay  at  8h.  20m.  ih.  om.p.m.  -f  20°. 
A.M.    Shot  a  ptarmigan,  and  saw  a  raven.  TraveUed  To?hourr°^' 

Built  a  cairn  here,  and  left  a  record  in  it.    The  opposite  point  of  the  Lunched, V 
entrance  of  Ibbett  Bay  bears  S.W.  b.  W.  (compass).    During  the  day  the  ^jg^'t^^^g'^ly^^gs 
temperature  rose  to  +20°.  Buiiding'caim,  1  hour. 
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](Jli.  15i)i  i).in. 
Calm  o.s. 

Temperature  H- 10" 


Oh.  30m.  a.m.  9tli. 
South  2  b.c.m. 
Temperature  +  10". 


Thirty- second  March 
Travelled,  9^  hours. 
Lunched,  -J. 
Encamped,  13i. 
Distance  — 
S.W.b.W.    8  miles, 
W.b.S.  iS.  34. 


Oil.  'l.'ini.  p.ii). 

\V(Kt  1  O.K. 

Teiiipenitiiro  i  10". 
■111.  Oiii.  a.m. 
WcKlci  ly  )  o.s. 
'I'cinporatiire  -I-  1.'}". 
4li.  Oin.  ;i.ir). 
W.N.W.  2  o.H. 
Teiiijicraturo  -i  1  !>''. 

'I'liirty-Uiird  Mareli. 
Travelled,  10',  lioiuu 
I/iinelied, 
JO(i<',aiiipc'd,  l.'ljj. 
Distance,  12^. 


P.M.  Started  at  a  quarter  past  ten.  Crossed  the  bay,  and  foinid  my  party 
all  well ;  tlicy  were  just  preparing  to  start  for  lieiuJezvoiis  Point  when 
I  arrived,  and  proceeded  there  with  tliern,  a  distance  of  3^  miles. 
There  we  found  the  "  Satellite,"  Giddy  having  come  straight  across  the 
mouth  of  the  bay,  8  miles.  Green  has  carefully  examined  the  })ay,  and  left 
a  record  near  its  head.  He  saw  a  herd  of  six  musk  oxen  and  succeeded  in 
shooting  one  of  them  ;  it  proved  to  be  in  excellent  condition.  Green  has 
kept  an  accurate  "log  of  his  proceedings,"  whilst  acting  independently.  He 
states,  that  at  the  close  of  his  first  march,  he  encamped  within  the  western 
point  of  Ibbett  Ba}^  having  travelled  9^^  miles.  The  second  march  was 
across  the  bay,  and  inclining  into  it,  for  GJ,  miles,  a  hard  day's  work  for  four 
men,  as  he  and  a  companion  walked  nearly  round  it,  taking  bearings  of  the 
points,  &c.,  and  rejoined  the  sledge  after  an  absence  of  14  hours.  He 
describes  the  hills  about  the  head  of  the  bay  to  be  of  moderate  height, 
with  flat  land  between  them  and  the  shore.  Besides  the  herd  of  oxen,  he 
saw  two  reindeer  and  a  bird  supposed  to  be  an  owl ;  he  found  but  little 
vegetation.  The  third  night  his  party  were  employed  in  fetching  the 
meat  to  their  encampment ;  and  when  about  to  start  on  the  fourth  night, 
I  arrived. 

Whilst  detached,  the  sledge  "  Star  of  the  North  "has  travelled  19.^  miles, 
and  Green  has  walked  round  the  bay  26  miles. 

The  ranges  of  cliffs  which  I  passed  along  last  night  and  the  night  previous 
are  of  sandstone  rock  ;  the  greater  part  is  hard  and  dark,  but  with  layers  of 
the  common  pale  reddish  yellow  colour  occasionally  appearing.  Found  small 
pieces  of  coal  off  two  of  the  ravines.  The  ice  in  Purchase  Bay  was  smooth, 
but  with  a  few  straggling  masses  of  huge  polar  ice  frozen  in  it.  Here  at 
Rendezvous  Point  tracks  of  hares  have  become  numerous  in  the  last  few 
days  ;  there  are  also  fresh  tracks  of  deer  which  have  crossed  from  Eglington 
Island.  Shot  a  brace  of  ptarmigan.  Travelled  direct  for  Cape  De  Bray 
until  we  encamped  about  a  mile  off  shore  at  8h.  20m.  a.m.  of 

Qth  May. — The  last  two  nights  have  been  cloudy  and  without  refi'action. 

The  snow  is  now  so  very  soft,  that  dragging  even  a  light  sledge  is  by  no 
means  light  work  ;  but  the  weather  is  delightful  for  travelling,  although 
still  rather  cold  at  night.  Tufts  of  moss  and  the  tops  of  stones  are 
gradually  peeping  up  through  the  snow,  and  as  the  season  advances  the 
animals  appear  to  increase  in  numbers.  I  picked  up  two  caterpillars  to-day, 
the  first  insects  seen.  Three  or  four  ptarmigan  are  usually  seen  every  march, 
also  an  occasional  snow-bunting.  Fox  tracks  are  very  numerous,  traversing 
both  land  and  ice  in  all  directions,  but  the  majority  are  crossing  to  the  north- 
westward, probably  following  up  the  ptarmigan.  Lemmings  are  abundant, 
and  these  wonderful  little  creatures,  which  constitute  the  chief  support  of 
foxes,  ravens,  wolves,  owls,  and  even  every  species  of  gull,  are  as  active 
tourists  as  the  larger  animals,  crossing  these  wide  straits  in  all  directions. 
Many  reindeer  have  crossed  from  the  north-west  and  gone  into  the  interior ; 
they  seem  to  have  hesitated  about  crossing  our  outward  track,  going  along 
it  a  little  way  before  doing  so.  Hare  tracks  are  pretty  common  along  the 
shore,  and  upon  the  sides  of  steep  hills ;  they  have  not  crossed  the  ice,  so  I 
suppose  they  have  come  down  from  the  bare  hill  tops  and  rocky  eminences 
amongst  the  cliffs  which  afford  them  a  secure  retreat ;  they  also  make  bur- 
rows under  the  snow,  but  we  have  never  found  them  in  the  earth  like  those 
of  the  fox  and  lemming.  No  traces  whatever  of  the  polar  bear  have  been 
met  with,  and  only  a  few  tracks  of  wolves  coming  from  the  southward.  No 
traces  of  the  musk  ox  upon  the  ice  or  along  shore ;  if  they  migrate  at  all, 
it  is  only  from  the  interior  to  some  favourite  slopes  upon  the  coast. 


P.M.  Started  at  9h.  A^nw.  A  misty  evening  ;  could  occasionally  see  Cape 
I)e  l^ray,  for  which  we  were  cheerfully  travelling  across  the  floe  after  a 
sumptuous  breakfast  of  fresh  beef,  in  addition  to  our  chocolate  and  biscuit. 
One  gradually  bcciomes  more  of  an  animal  under  this  system  of  constant 
exposure  and  constant  hai'd  labour.  Our  immediate  wants  are  our  first  care, 
and  the  most  important  of  these  is  eating  and  drinking ;  at  least,  it  is  that 
which  w(;  devote  most  of  our  attention  to.  '^Fhe  men  s;iy  they  could  not  cat 
half  so  mucli  a1,  lioine  as  they  can  here,  and  ("vcn  il'tiiey  could,  they  would 
be  ashamed  to  do  ho. 
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1 0th  Wlay. — Encamped  about  6  miles  from  Cape  De  Bray  and  close  to 
the  shore,  at  half  past  eight  this  morning. 

About  three  inches  of  snow  has  fallen  during  this  march,  and  it  continued 
to  fall  during  the  greater  part  of  the  day. 

P.M.  Started  for  the  Cape  De  Bray  depot  at  lOh.  20m. 
1 1  th  May. — Encamped  beside  the  depot  at  a  quarter  past  three  this 
morning.  Dug  it  up,  and  secured  it  upon  the  sledge.  Buried  a  record  in  the 
cairn.  Obtained  afresh  rate  for  my  chronometer  here. 

A.M.  Observations, 
For  Tir)ie.  O 


2h.  5im.  208. 

52  ■18 

53  i4 

54  22 

55  32 


45°  5/'  40' 
38  10 
44  20 
52  10 

46  00  20 


Temperature,  +  13° 
Index  correction,  +  7'  30" 


A  fresh  west  wind  all  day. 


P.M.  Started  at  7h.  20m.  across  the  strait  for  Point  Wilkie,  where  I  intend 
making  a  fresh  depot  of  most  of  my  provisions,  and  then  proceeding  to  the 
south-westward  to  examine  an  apparent  strait  in  that  direction.  On  my 
return  from  this  short  trip,  we  shall  trace  the  land  along  from  Point  Wilkie 
to  the  north-east. 

This  day  two  years  I  thought  myself  extremely  fortunate  when  I  reached 
the  shores  of  Melville  Island  with  34  days'  provisions  on  my  sledge ;  but  now, 
after  having  travelled  a  greater  distance  from  my  ship,  we  are  about  to  leave 
its  opposite  extreme  with  a  sufficiency  for  at  least  50  days,  it  may  be  supposed 
that  our  hopes  are  high  indeed. 

\2th  May. — The  sledge  seems  unusually  heav}'.  The  freshly  fallen  snow 
is  deep,  and  the  old  snow  lies  in  furrows  across  our  route  and  is  almost  as 
hard  and  polished  (with  the  drift)  as  marble.  Although  the  men  work  with 
great  spirit,  yet  the  labour  was  so  severe  that  I  encamped  at  20  minutes 
past  four,  having  come  only  4i  miles.  On  re-calculating  my  sledge  load  I  was 
greatly  astonished  to  find  that  it  amounted  to  a  ton  in  weight,  being  just  280 
lbs.  a  man,  instead  of  215  lbs.  as  I  assumed  it  to  be;  it  seems  wonderful 
that  either  sledge  or  men  could  stand  such  tremendous  work.  My  horror  at 
this  discovery  was  so  great  that  even  the  chronometer  was  forgotten  and 
allowed  to  run  down.  This  accident  was  of  no  importance,  as  1  had  sights 
the  day  before  and  w^as  still  so  close  to  the  same  position ;  but  that  my 
sledge  was  not  broken,  nor  men  knocked  up,  was  a  matter  of  sincere  con- 
gratulation. The  pride  of  the  morning  was  thus  most  effectually  checked. 
Snow  fell  at  intervals  during  the  day. 

P.M.  Left  the  half  of  our  load  and  started  with  the  remainder  at  ten 
minutes  l)efore  eight  this  evening,  advanced  it  about  four  miles  and  then 
returned  for  the  remainder. 

May. — Arrived  with  the  second  load  and  encamped  at  5h.  10m.  a.m. 
Since  the  latter  end  of  April,  the  improved  temperature  has  enabled  us  to 
dry  our  blanket  feet  Avrappers  and  stockings  in  the  open  air,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  the  pair  in  immediate  contact  with  the  feet ;  they  are,  even  still, 
invariably  covered  with  frost  when  taken  off.  Since  the  ox  and  reindeer 
were  shot  upon  the  6th,  we  have  had  fresh  meat  suppers,  and  ilb.  of  pemmican 
each  in  addition  to  our  breakfast. 
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loll.  20ni.  p.m. 
Northerly  3  o. 
Temperature  +7°. 
3h.  30m.  a.m. 
Do.  weather. 
Temperature  —1°. 
8h.  30m.  a.m. 
Westerly  2  o. 
Temperature  +13°. 

Thirty-fourth  March, 
Travelled,  5  hours. 
Lunched,  0. 
Encamped,  13. 
Distance,  6^  miles. 
Detained  by  depot  and  cairn, 
5  hours. 


7h.  20m.  p.m. 
West  2  b.cm. 
Temperature  +  10°. 


Oh.  30m.  a.m. 
KW-ly.  2  m.s.| 
Temperature  +  5°. 


4h.  30ni.  a.m. 
N.W.  1  o.m.s. 

Temperature  +  ' 


Thirty-fifth  March. 
Travelled,  8^  hours. 
Lunched,  \. 
Encamped, 
Distance — 
S.  2°|  W.,  4i  miles. 
Ice — indilFsrent  floe. 


Temperature, 
Ghronometer. 


P.M.  Sights  for  Latitude  and  Time. 


7h.  5Jm.  p.m. 
North  3  o.g.s. 
Temperature  +8°. 
Ih.  40m.  a.m. 
N.E-ly.  2  o.g. 
Temperature  +  5°. 
5b.  30m.  a.m. 
Do.  -weather. 
Temperature  +12°.  » 

Thirty- sixth  March. 
Travelled,  8|  hours. 
Lunched,  -j. 
Encamped,  15:^. 
Distance — 
S.  2°i  W.,  12  miles. 
Ice — as  yesterday. 


+  5" 


o 


Index  corrections,  +  7'  20" 
Temperature,  +  3° 


h.  m.  s. 

o        /  // 

Chronometer. 

0 

5  44  50 

63  43  20 

h.  m.  s. 

o        /  // 

46  30 

41  50 

//  30  30 

  33  53  10 

47  58 

40  20 

31  30 

46  30 

49  46 

38  10 

32  20 

40  50 

52  25 

35  40 

33  21 

33  20 

54  55 

32  50 

35  00 

21  50 

55  30 

31  20 

1 0  Terrace 

Gape       Ilk.  42  92° 

35' 

travelled  for  (bear  ing  S.  2\  W)  to 
5h.  oSm.  30s.  —      1 1 0°  34'  00" 

|0 

)) 

to  Haven  Cliff  13 
Quoin  Hill  46 

50 
00 

Chron.  slow  on  App' 
Tiwx. 
6h.  45m.  nearly. 


+  '^^0        Extremes  of  northern  lands,  248°  to  272° 
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8h.  .'iOm.  p.m. 
Northerly  1  b. 
Tenipeniture  —  3°. 


2h.  Om.  a.m. 
Do.  -weatlien 
Temperature  —  f>°. 

71i.  3()m.  a.m. 
M.E.  2  b. 

Temperature  +  4°. 


Thirty-seventh  March. 
Travelled,  10  hours. 
Lunched,  L 
Encamped,  14. 
Distance,  13i  miles. 
(S.       W.)  " 
Ice — indifferent  floe. 


I'.  M.  Started  at  a  quarter  before  nine  o'clock.  'JVavelled  aw  vewterday,  for 
a  mark  on  the  land  near  Point  Wilkie,  bringing  on  one-half  or  our  load  at  a 
time. 

I4th  Mouy. — Encamped  hall'  a  mile  I'rom  the  beach,  having  advanced 
44'  this  march.  At  this  encampment,  being  still  in  sight  of  the  cairn 
of  the  11th,  where  my  last  sights  were  taken  before  the  chronometer  ran 
down,  I  obtained  all  the  observations  I  could  wish  f(jr.  Whilst  the  men  were 
fetching  on  the  second  load  I  went  on  shore.  The  beach  is  of  mud,  is  very  low 
and  has  the  footprints  of  deer  and  birds  frozen  in  it.  A  few  hundred  yards 
from  the  beach  there  are  steep  hills  al)out  150  i'ect  in  height,  and  upon  the 
sides  of  these,  in  reddish  coloured  sandstone,  casts  of  fossil  sliells  alxmnd  ; 
they  arc  all  small  and  of  only  a  few  varieties,  the  greater  part  being  bivalves. 
Found  here  plenty  of  moss  but  scarcely  a  blade  of  grass.  I  saw  a  herd  of 
1 1  reindeer  and  had  the  good  fortune  to  shoot  three  of  them.  On  my 
sudden  approach  they  ran  off  with  great  speed,  but  after  reconnoitering  me 
from  a  hill  trotted  briskly  back,  halting  for  a  few  seconds  every  now  and 
then.  In  this  way  they  approached  within  about  seventy  yards  when  I  shot 
two  of  them ;  subsequently  they  allowed  me  to  approach  near  enough  to 
shoot  a  third  buck.  Whether  their  natural  curiosity  prompted  them  to  come 
towards  me,  or  that  they  looked  upon  me  as  an  intruder  upon  their  feeding 
ground  and  wished  to  drive  me  off,  I  cannot  tell ;  however,  the  supply  of 
venison  was  decidedly  most  fortunate.    Saw  six  ptarmigan, 

P.M.  Observations,  / 4th  May. 

Temperatwre,  zero. 
Index  correction,   +  7'  55" 
Terrace  Gape 
Haven  GUff 
Quoin  Hill 


For  Time. 

Chronometer. 

h.  m.  s. 

0  / 

// 

/  22  28  

-  50  07 

20 

24  i2 

i8 

20 

25  i4 

25 

30 

26  iO 

30 

40 

27  U 

37 

00 

28  02 

42 

20 

298^° 


326 
33 

A  refracted  mount  -  97 
Reindeer  Mount  -  i93 

Extremes  of  Prince  Patrick's]  ,^,o^ 
Land  from       -  - 


Ij  nrdles. 


h.  m.  s. 

5  i6  00 
48  U 
22  40 

24  42 

25  30 

26  40 
28  35 
34  55 


Noon  Observations. 

O  Temperature,  +  8° 

°    '    "  For  Vojriation. 

65  23  00  h.  m.  s.                °  ' 

22  30  5  44  50           ^  295  30 

22  20  45  45               293  45 

22  40  46  30               293  40 

22  00  48  05               292  45 

24  45  49  40               292  30 

24  40  54  00               294  40 

49  50  52  30               294  00 


P.M. 


3)  0 

Chronometer.  Obsd.  Distance, 
h.  m.  s. 


6  00  08  

04  47 
02  57 

04  20 

05  32 

06  50 
09  00 
40  25 


73  46  40 
47  45 

47  45 

48  40 

49  40 
49  20 
20  40 
24  40 


Chronometer, 
h.  m.  s. 
42  42  55 
44  52 

46  26 

47  44 
50  42 
54  43 
53  45 


D  O 


Obsd.  Distance. 


  76  42  50 

43  40 

44  00 

44  50 

45  50 

46  40 

47  50 


'.)h.  Om.  p.m. 
Calm,  b. 

'I'enip'-nitiirc  f  i". 
2li.  .*iO.  a.m. 
VVcBt  4  hx. 
'I'crripci'iitiire  I  .O". 
81].  .'iOni.  a.m. 
H.W.  r,  r,. 

'JVmpcratiire  i  LI" 


P.M.    Started  at  9h.  10m.  and  landed  all  our  provisions. 

IbtliMaij.  It  cost  us  both  time  and  labour  to  secure  a  depot  here,  there 
being  no  stones  except  uy)on  the  hill  to])s,  and  the  mere  surface  of  the  earth 
being  only  partially  thawed.  Deposited  under  a  heap  of  earth  and  stones 
every  thing  we  could  spare  off  the  sledge,  and  all  the  provisions  except 
enough  for  2.5  days.  Built  a  cairn  upon  one  of  the  highest  and  most 
peaked  hills,  (Reindeer  Mount)  half  a  mile  from  our  new  depot,  and  left  a 
record  in  it.  'l\)ok  the  fresh  supply  of  venisi)n  on  the  sledge  and  started 
ofl'  again,  following  the  coast-line  to  the  south-west.     Several  ptarmigan 
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Thirty-f~:gh(li  March. 
Travelled,  6  hours. 
Lunched,  i. 
Encamped,  14. 
Distance,  6  miles. 
Ice,  good. 

Detained  about  depot  and  cairn, 
4?r  hours. 


and  snow-buntings  seen.  Encamped  this  morning  at  8h.  20m.  We  now  con- 
sume a  kettle  full  of  stewed  venison  for  supper,  and  two-thirds  of  a  pound  of 
pemmican  each  for  breakfast,  besides  a  pint  of  chocolate  ;  we  also  have  ^Ih.  of 
bacon  for  luncheon,  and  fib.  of  biscuit  daily.  The  kettle  is  capable  of  holding 
thirteen  pints  of  water,  and  is  always  crammed  full  of  meat  for  supper,  yet, 
this  we  consider  a  "  light  meal"  when  divided  amongst  the  nine  of  us.  If  we 
had  the  fuel  to  cook  with,  we  would  not  restrict  ourselves,  now  that  fresh 
meat  is  abundant ;  and  I  think  a  still  more  liberal  allowance  than  we  enjoy 
at  present  would  be  beneficial  to  the  men.  ^.^^ 

 —~  '       '  ~  ;  ~  7"  S.W.  4  o.m.s. 

P.M.  The  weather  wore  a  most  threatening  appearance  when  we  encamped,  Temperature  +i3°. 
and  it  has  been  blowing  hard  and  snowing  all  day.  Started  at  a  quarter  past  goutheriy'^rm  o 
ten,  proceeding  along  shore  inside  the  grounded  hummocks.    The  weather  Temperature  +i6°. 

imnrovino-  9li.  Om.  a.m. 

improving.  ^  s.E-iy.  i  f. 

l6fh  May. — A  very  thick  fog  came  on  just  as  we  were  crossing  over  Temperature  +2.5°. 

some  flat  land  ;  it  was  quite  calm,  and  there  was  not  a  speck  upon  the  snow.  TraveTier^o^hom-^^^'^^' 

I  found  the  easiest  way  to  keep  a  straight  course  was  to  walk  backwards  Lunched,  V 

from  the  sledge,  which  then  followed  upon  my  track.    On  regaining  the  n^tancet'^' /miles. 

beach,  the  tide  crack  guided  us  along  shore  until  we  encamped  at  8h.45m.A.M.  ice— level  in  shore. 

Only  one  ptarmigan  seen  this  march,  and  nothing  unusual  except  a  large    Courses.  (Compass.) 

mass  of  gneiss.    The  beach  is  very  low  and  flat,  but  there  are  low  hills 

about  half  a  mile  inland.    Saw  plenty  of  moss  with  a  few  blades  of  grass 

intermixed. 


S.E.b.S.  - 
S.b.E. 
S.W.  - 
S.b.E. 


3  miles. 


21 

'  2 


-  4 


+  21' 


3h.  Om.  a.m. 
South  2  o.s. 
Temperature 
9h.  Om.  a.m. 
S.W.  2  o.m.s. 
Temperature  +31°. 

Fortieth  March. 
Travelled,  5x  miles. 


P.  M.  Find  that  our  encampment  is  on  the  extreme  of  a  long  flat  point.  It  pj^j^^™"  i"  ™" 
blew  strong  all  day  with  a  vast  deal  of  snow-drift,  but  moderated  towards  Temperature  +r, 
evening.  Started  at  9h.  40m.  The  land  before  us  looks  like  the  opposite  side 
of  a  large  inlet.  I  directed  the  sledge  to  travel  across  it  for  Snow-patch 
Point,  and  I  then  set  off  to  explore  this  shore  of  it ;  but  after  walking  for 
seven  miles  and  getting  a  few  bearings,  the  weather  became  thick,  and  I  was 
obliged  to  rejoin  the  sledge. 

lyth  May. — As  very  thick  snow  was  falling  and  we  had  got  amongst  Lunched,' 
hummocks,  I  encamped  at  three  o'clock  this  morning,  quite  unable  to  see  ]^°g*j.^™Pg^^ 
beyond  100  yards.    Employed  refiting  tent  equipment,  &c.  South,  7  miles. 

  Ice — old  and  hummocky. 

P.  M.  During  the  day  it  blew  strong  from  the  southwest  with  high  tem-  Detained  by  weather,  5  hours 
perature  ;  in  the  tent  it  rose  to  +  45° !  Started  at  nine  o'clock,  weather  misty  ;  glw's  o^g!?n.s. 
steered  by  compass  for  Snow-patch  Point.  Temperature  +27°. 

\8tli  May. — During  the  night  the  weather  became  calm  and  clear.    Saw  caim  c.^™ 
two  deep  bights  to  the  right  of  Snow-patch  Point,  so  travelled  for  the  land  Temperature  +25°. 
between  them.  Encamped  at  a  quarter  past  seven  o'clock,  about  a  mile  off  '''■^°™- 
shore.    The  men  are  quite  worn  out  by  this  march  over  a  very  rugged  floe  caim  b.c. 

with  deep  and  soft  snow.  Temperature  +34°. 

A.2I.  Observations. 

Temperature,  +  34°  > 
Index  correction,  +  7'  55" 

For  Variation, 
h.  m.  s.  ° 


For  Time. 

0 

h.  m.  s. 

0 

/ 

i  33  50  - 

 52 

30 

iO 

34  55 

26 

00 

36  08 

34 

iO 

36  58 

39 

00 

37  50 

44 

20 

39  Oi 

5i 

40 

40  42 

59 

10 

4i  09 

53 

04 

40 

46  30 
49  /5 
5/  00 

52  /5 

53  30 

54  30 

55  30 

56  45 


0  359 
360 
360 
360 
359 
358 
357 
357 


]0  to  Double  Streak  Head,  ih.  43m.  00s.  —  86°  iT  00" 

Compass  Bearings. 

Visible  ric/ht  tangent  of  Prince  Patrick's  Land  -  349° 

Saddle  Hill  67 
Double  Streak  Head        -       -       -       -       -       -    -  86 

Left  point  of  entrance  of  Intreidd  Inlet        -       -  -88 
Nearest  land,  distant      mile  -       -       -       -    -  135 

Pinnacle,  ■185° ;  the  depth  of  Green's  Bay  is  shut  in  by  Pinnacle  Cliffs;  Rugged 
Point,  216° ;  Snow-patch  Point,  251° ;  tlie  south-west  extreme  of  land,  294°' 
Haven  Cliff  {?),  349°. 
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Journal  of 
Commander  M'Clintock. 


Noon  Oha&rvatkms. 


O 


Forty-first  March. 
Travelled,  92  hours. 
Lunched,  \. 
Encamped,  1.3i^. 
Distance,  11  miles, 
ce,  very  rough. 


9h.  Om.  p.m. 
E.N.E.  2  b.c. 
Temperature  +24°. 


2h.  40m.  a.m. 
North  2  c. 
Temperature  +27°. 

.5h.  30m.  a.m. 
Calm  o.g. 

Temperature  +  32°. 


Forty-second  March. 
Travelled,  8  hours. 
Lunched,  ■\. 
Encamped,  14^. 
Distance,  13|. 
Ice,  smooth  along  shore. 


k.  m. 

8. 
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40 
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20 
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i4 
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43 

10 

16 

45 

43 
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15 
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40 

44 

00 

24 

30 

44 

00 

27 

42 

43 

40 

29 

30 

43 

30 

32 

20 

43 

00 

Teni/p&ml/uA'e,  4-  28^^ 


Index  corrections,  +  7'  55" 

Courses  o/ad  Distfj/n/:es. 
8.  ^  E.  4  rfdles. 

hy  W.  %  W.  3  „ 
B.  41'^  h'lj  W.    4  „ 


Gov,r8e8  cmd  Distances. 
88"  -    -    -  4-}j  miles. 
121    -    -    -  6  „ 
130    -    -    -  /|  „ 


71).  4.0m.  p.m. 
West  1  o.g. 
Temperature  +  32" 


I  li.  3O111.  a.m. 
(Jaliii  o.g.K. 
Toiiipurature  I  28^. 


A  fresh  breeze  and  very  fine  warm  day  ;  the  sun  was  so  powerful  that 
we  thawed  enough  snow  for  breakfast.  Before  the  breeze  sprung  up  the  tem- 
perature m  the  tent  rose  to  Tif.  Provisioned  the  "Satellite"  for  six  days,  for 
the  examination  of  "  Intrepid  Inlet,"  and  gave  Green  orders  to  search  the  bay 
to  the  westward  during  my  absence.  Snow-patch  Point  was  the  place  of 
rendezvous. 

p.  M.  Both  ,the  sledges  started  at  nine  o'clock ;  the  "  Star  of  the  North" 
having  a  fair  wind,  proceeded  with  the  tent  hoisted  as  a  sail,  whilst  the  little 
"  Satellite"  manned  by  John  Salmon  (capt.  forecastle)  and  John  Hieels, 
travelled  for  the  entrance  of  Intreped  Inlet,  which  we  reached  at  midnight, 
after  following  the  land  round  a  considerable  sweep  to  it. 

l^tJi  May. — After  travelling  along  its  western  shore  for  eight  miles  more, 
we  encamped  at  half-past  five  this  morning.  This  inlet  reminded  me  forcibh' 
of  Liddon's  Gulf ;  the  land  about  it  is  uniformly  high,  probably  500  feet, 
and  is  in  many  parts  broken  into  flat-topped  masses  surrounded  by  steep 
slopes,  so  that  the  small  hills  are  exact  pyramids.  I  walked  over  several 
low  hills  near  the  shore,  and  found  them  composed  of  fine  gravel,  and  almost 
entirely  destitute  of  vegetable  life ;  the  beach  is  low,  and  of  fine  sand  or  mud. 
There  is  not  much  snow  on  the  land ;  that  which  overlies  the  ice  is  harder 
than  any  we  have  met  with  for  some  days  ;  the  ice  is  old.  No  tracts  have 
been  seen,  and  only  three  ptarmigan.  Our  encampment  is  on  a  gravel  ridge 
which  does  not  afford  us  the  luxury  of  a  stone  pillow ;  we  get  wet  feet  now 
from  the  snow  thawing  upon  our  canvas  boots. 

p.  M.  This  day  was  calm  and  dull,  and  the  heat  seemed  to  us  most  oppres- 
sive. I  awoke  bathed  in  perspiration  at  one  o'clock ;  got  out  of  my  bag,  yet 
found  it  too  hot  to  sleep,  so  spent  an  hour  in  making  some  experiments 
with  the  thermometer.  There  was  no  wind  or  sun.  When  the  thermometer 
was  placed  in  its  gutta  percha  case,  upon  a  black  surface,  it  stood  at  65'^ ;  when 
taken  out  of  the  case  and  laid  on  the  black  surface,  it  fell  to  52° ;  and  when 
placed  with  its  bulb  an  inch  above  the  wet  sand,  the  other  end  being  on  the 
snow,  it  fell  to  46°,  but  rose  again  to  47°.  Having  no  tent  we  slept  in  the 
open  air. 

Ohservations. 

At  midnight  on  vjest  point  of  entrance. — Saw  the  land  all  round  the  inlel- 
iSaddle  Hills,  51°;  Double  Streak  Head,  85°;  right  tangent  of  Wedge  Cape  in 
depth  of  inlet,  101°  ;  trend  of  this  shore  for  two  miles,  125°  ;  v<dley  bettveen  clijfs  ov 
~    to  enram'pment,  passed  four  little  points ;  at  encampment  took 
V(aiey,  345;  Saddle  Hills,  6  ;  Double  Streak  Head,  60°;  Wedge  Hill,  84'; 
dj'/ptli,  of  next  bay,  130°  ;  distant,  two  7iiiles. 


opposite  side,  34° 
bearings, 
next  pjoint,  OS"" 


P.M.  Started  at  a  quarter  before  eight  for  a  very  remarkable  clitF  (Double  , 
Streak  Head)  farther  into  the  inlet  and  upon  its  opposite  side. 

This  is  without  exception  the  darkest  and  most  gloomy  arctic  summer  ^ 
night  I  have  ever  seen.  Tlie  atmosphere  is  excessively  close ;  we  are  throwing 
olf  all  our  (mter  garments,  compUiining  of  the  heat,  and  perspiring  lreely«|l| 
Some  light  snow  falling.  r 

20///  Mai/. — The  (irst  seal  was  seen  upon  the  ice.  On  examining  the  "seal  v 
hole-"  I  saw  tliat  the  water  was  fully  three  feet  below  the  surface  of  the  ice. 
On  going  down  the  hole,  found  a  recess  or  cavern  large  enough  to  contain  i 
two  Or  three  seals  and  just  al)<)ve  the  water.    This  habitati(m  Avas  amongst 
hiiuiniocks,  and  seemed  to  l)e  Ibrracd  in  the  deep  drift  of  snow  collected  | 
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about  them ;  the  roof  although  strong  enough  to  walk  over,  admitted  suffi-  ^^^i^e?' 

cient  light ;  the  interior  was  coated  Avith  ice,  and  the  numerous  icicles  afforded  Temperature  +  28°. 

proof  that  the  place  was  sufficiently  warm  before  the  hole  to  the  surface       Forty-third  March. 

(which  seals  always  require  to  breathe  through)  was  increased  to  its  present  j^^JahlT  1.^°^^^' 

dimensions.    Snow  falling  thinly,  the  crystals  being  in  the  form  of  minute  Encamped  i5i. 

spiculae.    We  suffered  great  inconvenience  from  the  heat,  having  only  one  i^e—oid  broken  up  floe. 

suit  of  clothes,  and  which  of  course  were  adapted  to  extreme  cold. 
Encamped  at  3h.  10m.  a.  m.,  under  Double  Streak  Cliff, 
Towards  the  afternoon  the  mist  cleared  off  but  the  sun  did  not  appear. 

Wedge  Hill,  ^50°,  about  4^  miles ;  Distant  Head,  i45°,  5  miles  ;  depth  of  Inlet  Courses  and  Distances. 
■J  35°,  6  miles;  next  point  on  this  side,  275° ;  %vest  point  of  entrance,  272°.     60°    -    -  iO  miles. 
"  Distant  Head''  is  the  last  of  a  range  of  steep  hills,  of  vjhich  Wedge  Hill  is  the 
nearest,  and  most  remarkable. 

P.M.  Started  at  6h.  40m.  Having  seen  all  round  the  head  of  the  inlet  we  g'^^j^'™" 
proceeded  out  again  along  its  eastern  shore.   The  ice  is  broken  up,  old  floe  Temperature  +26°. 
frozen  together  again.  Not  the  slightest  pressure,  tide  crack  is  often  imper-  s^^'f   . g 
ceptible.  On  this  shore  the  beach  and  low  land  is  chiefly  mud  and  clay.  It  Temperature  +20°. 
supports  a  considerable  quantity  of  the  usual  arctic  plants;  including  sorrel,  fg^e™ 


>.m.s. 


Footprints  of  oxen,  deer,  and  seabirds  are  still  distinct  in  the  frozen  earth.  Temperature  +21°. 

2lst  May. — Passed  under  a  range  of  cliffs  shortly  before  encamping.      Pony-fourth  March. 

Found  a  few  fragments  of  coal  in  a  ravine.  Shot  a  hare  and  five  ptarmigan.  Lunched,'*^'' 

This  is  certainly  the  favoured  side  of  the  inlet.  Under  these  cliffs  we  found  Encamped,  17. 

fresh  water  upon  the  sea  ice,  the  first  of  this  season's  thawing.  After  crossing  ice— noted  in  remarks, 
a  secure  bay  £  miles  deep)  we  encamped  at  4h.  50m.    The  hare  and  ptar- 
migan just  served  for  supper  and  breakfast. 

.  ..       .     ^  .  -  Bearings,  &c.  Courses  and  Distances. 

After  going  four  m%les,  our  encampmenf,  bore  95  ;  enca7ripment  oj  J9th,  2S6  ;  jij  x  j\f    _    _    4  miles 

next  point,  302°,  five  miles  ;  cliffs  seen  over  it  and  i°  to  the  left.    At  encampment,  j^^h  E.-    -  // 
the  cliff's  ■124°;  next  point,  275°,  /  mile;  Snotv  Patch  Point,  233°.  •  •  ■  •  „ 

P.M.  A  strong  breeze  all  day,  with  much  snow  drift.  It  was  not  too  hot  ^^^^y'Vc'i. 
now,  so  we  slept  very  comfortably  imour  bags,  with  the  sledge's  sail  spread  Temperature  + 18°. 
over  to  keep  the  drift  off.    Started  at  ten  o'clock  across  the  ice  for  Snow- 
patch  Point.    Before  we  had  left  the  shore  ten  minutes  the  wind  freshened 
to  a  strong  gale,  with  snow-drift  in  our  faces. 

'i'ind  May. — After  blowing  most  furiously  for  five  hours  the  wind  sh.  30m.  a.m. 
moderated  for  a  short  time  and  we  caught  a  glimpse  of  the  land.    The  ^^pgraiure  + 14° 
unusual  warmth  of  the  last  few  days  had  unfitted  us  for  such  a  sudden 
relapse  of  severe  weather,  and  we  felt  this  searching  blast  as  keenly  as  if 
it  was  blowing  through  us,  as  well  as  through  the  holes  in  our  garments. 
Reached  the  point  and  found  my  party  encamped  under  it  at  half-past  six  7h.  om.  a.m. 
this  morning.  I  never  appreciated  the  shelter  of  a  tent  so  much  before.        V™re  i6° 
Some  portion  of  the  venison  having  become  "  too  high"  during  the  hot  weather, 
we  consumed  the  remainder  for  supper. 

P.M.  It  has  been  blowing  a  gale  all  day,  with  a  most  liberal  allowance  of       Eorty-fifth  March, 
snow  drift.    Green  has  kept  a  very  circumstantial  account  of  his  minute  Lunched, 'iii- 
examination  of  this  bay,  and  which  I  have  therefore  named  after  him.    It  Encamped,  ish. 
occupied  him  for  three  nights,  during  which  time  the  sledge  travelled  27  miles,  ice— rugged  Sd  floe, 
and  he  walked  15  miles.  Its  shores  are  barren,  and  no  birds  or  animals  were 
seen.  His  party  have  built  a  cairn  six  feet  high  upon  this  point,  about  50  or 
60  feet  above  the  sea,  and  I  have  placed  a  record  in  it. 

Bearings. 

Very  misty  tveather.    Rugged  Point,  i 40° ;  Pinnacle,  1 00°. 

Started  this  evening  at  7h.  40m.,  and  travelled  along  shore  to  the  south- 
ward under  hills  with  steep  snowy  slopes.  Found  smooth  ice  inside  the 
hummocks,  so  made  fair  progress.    The  land  becomes  lower  as  we  advance. 

At  eleven  o'clock  we  saw  and  shot  two  very  large  musk  bulls,  a  well-timed  4^^, 
supply,  as  the  last  of  the  venison  was  used  this  morning  ;  we  found  them  to  w.n.w.  5  o.s. 
be  in  better  condition  than  any  we  have  ever  seen.   I  shall  never  forget  the  '^^^p®^'^*'!''^  + 1^'- 
death  struggle  of  one  of  these  noble  bvills ;  a  Spanish  bull  fight  gives  no 
idea  of  it,  and  even  the  slaughter  of  the  bear  is  tame  in  comparison.  This 
animal  was  shot  through  the  lungs  and  blood  gushed  from  his  nostrils  upon  • 
the  snow.  As  it  stood  fiercely  watching  us,  prepared  yet  unable  to  charge, 
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2h.  Om.  a.m. 
N.W.  2  o.s. 

Temperature  -I- 12". 


7h.  Om.  a.m. 
North  2  o.s. 
Temperature  +  17°. 


Porty-sixth  March. 
Travelled,  9  hours. 
liUnched,  g-. 
Eueamped,  14^. 
Distance,  12^. 
Ice — smooth  along  shore. 
Procuring  meat,  2^  hours. 


9h.  Om.  p.m. 
N.W.  3  b.c. 

Temperature  +9°. 
3h.  30m.  a.m. 
N.W.  3  o.m.s. 
Temperature  +15°. 
8h.  Om.  a.m. 
Same  weather. 
Temperature  +  25°. 

Forty-seventh  March. 
Travelled,  10  hours. 
Lunched,  ^. 
Encamped,  13j. 
Distance,  10  miles. 
Ice — ordinary  floe. 

9h.  Om.  p.m. 
N..N.W.  4  m.o.s. 
Temperature  + 14°. 

3h.  Om.  a.m. 
Do.  weather  +  13°. 
8h.  30m.  a.m. 
NN.E.  5  m.o.s. 
Temperature  +23°. 

Forty-eighth  March. 
Travelled,  10^  hours. 
Lunched,  -i-. 
Encamped,  14^. 
Distance,  13  miles. 
Ice — varied. 


lOh.  Om.  p.m. 

Nortli  1  b.c. 
Temperature  +  10°. 
4h.  dm.  ii.m. 
8.W.  1  15. 
Temperature  +  (i°. 
8h.  O.m.  a.m. 
WcHt  2  J5. 
Temperature  +  14". 

I<"orty-niiith  March. 
Travelled,  !)  liourH. 
Lunched,  jj. 
lOncainped,  1 3. 
Distance,  l.'i  milcK. 
Ic* — ordinary  floi;. 


its  small  but  fixed  glaring  eyes  were  almost  concealed  by  masses  of  shaggy 
hair,  and  its  whole  frame  was  fearfully  convulsed  with  agony  ;  thetremulouH 
motion  was  communicated  to  its  enormous  covering  of  tangled  wool  and 
hair;  even  the  coarse  thick  mane  seemed  to  rise  indignant  and  slowly  waved 
from  side  to  side.  It  seemed  {}s  if  the  very  fury  of  its  passion  was  pent  up 
within  it  for  one  final — a  revengeful  charge.  There  was  no  roaring,  the 
majestic  beast  was  dumb,  but  the  wild  gleam  of  savage  fire  which  shot  from 
his  eyes  and  his  menacing  attitude,  was  far  more  terrible  than  the  most 
hideous  bellow.  Wc  watched  in  silence,  for  time  was  doing  our  work,  nor 
did  we  venture  to  lower  our  guns  until,  his  strength  becoming  exhausted,  he 
reeled  and  fell. 

I  have  never  witnessed  such  an  intensity  of  rage,  nor  imagined  for 
one  moment  that  such  an  apparently  stupid  brute,  under  any  circumstances 
of  pain  and  passion,  could  have  presented  such  a  truly  appalling  spectacle. 
It  is  almost  impossible  to  conceive  a  more  terrific  sight  than  that  which  was 
presented  to  us  in  the  dying  moments  of  this  matchless  monarch  of  these 
northern  wilds.  A  mile  or  two  farther  we  saw  four  milch  cows  and  a  very 
small  calf. 

'23d  Ma^.— The  land  consists  more  of  clay  and  less  of  gravel  than  in 
either  of  the  last  two  inlets,  yet  there  appears  to  be  but  little  vegetation. 
Encamped  upon  the  extreme  of  a  low  spit  at  seven  o'clock.  Shot  a  brace 
of  ptarmigan. 

Bearings,  Ac. 

After  proceeding  along  shore  for  four  miles  direct,  Snow  Patch  Point  hare 
S.W.  by  W.  Proceeded,  crossing  three  bays  to  Calf  Point,  5\  miles,  N.  302""  W. 
Proceeded  from  hence  to  our  encampment,  / ^  miles,  N.  272°  W. 

Eglington  Island,  from  338°  to  298°.    A  dark  round  hill  bears  298°. 

P.M.  Started  at  half-past  nine. 

24th  May. — Crossed  a  considerable  bay  and  encamped  at  eight  o'clock. 
The  coast  has  become  very  shoal  and  free  from  ice  pressure ;  the  land  is 
chiefly  clay,  and  there  is  a  perceptible  increase  of  moss  and  grass.  A  few 
ptarmigan  have  been  seen.    The  sail  has  been  set  all  day. 

Beanngs  and  Courses. 


Made  good  /  0  miles  E  by  S. 
east. 


The  next  point  is  distant  3\  miles,  and  also  bears 


P.M.  Continued  gloomy  thick  weather,  snow  constantly  falling.  Started 
under  sail  at  9h.  20m. ;  built  a  cairn  on  the  extreme  of  this  point  and  left  a 
record  in  it.  The  coast  along  which  I  walked  for  the  next  3|  miles  is  low 
and  appears  to  be  very  shoal.  The  sledge  travelled  direct  across  for  the 
round  dark  hill  on  Eglington  Island. 

2bth  May. — Encamped  at  eight  o'clock.  During  this  march  we  passed 
amongst  several  floe  pieces  of  heavy  polar  ice,  a  convincing  proof  that  this 
is  a  strait  and  is  open  to  the  south-Avest.  Thick  weather,  the  land  generally 
obscured. 

P.M.  Bearings,  &c. 

O  Index  corrections,  +  8'  O" 

°    '    "  Temperature,  +  iO° 
-    iO  23  0  Chronometer. 

iO  i7  0  2h. 35m. 30s.    Q  \  to  S. W. extreme  77°  25'  O' 

S.  W.  extreme,  233°,  7  or  8  leagues  ;  S.K  extreme,  268°,  7  or  8  leagues  ;  Sand  Bluff 
Point,  292,  5^  miles ;  round,  dark  hill,  £97°;  the  Cliff  {inland  2  or  3  miles),  3/4°; 
NE.  extreme  (low),  32°,  offshore,  5\miles.  Travelled,  N.  3i5°  W.,  i3  miles. 


Chronometer, 
h.  m.  s. 
2  30  iO 
2  33  i5 


P.M.  Started  at  a  quarter  past  ten  this  night. 

2&li  May. — ^Travellcd  straight  in  for  the  land  and  built  a  good  stone 
cairn  upon  a  conspicuous  rise  near  the  beach,  placing  in  it  the  usual  record. 
Wc  then  travelled  alongshore  to  the  north.  The  soil  is  dark ;  there  is  much 
clay  ironstone,  some  lumps  of  quartz  and  large  stones  of  gniess,  but  sand- 
stone greatly  predominates.  Crossed  a  bay  and  encamped  at  7h.  40m. 
There  is  more  pressure  upon  this  shore  than  the  opposite  one.  We  have  left 
tlu;  heavy  pohir  ice  behind  us.  All  the  land  now  in  sight  is  high  (in  many 
parts  ()0()  or  700  feet,  with  some  abrupt  inland  {'litis),  with  the  exception 
only  ol"  the  north  end  of  this  island,  which  is  very  low.  The  snow  is 
tolerabl^y  hard.    Nothing  seen  except  a  fox  track. 
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Bearings,  &C.  Journal  of 

Sand  Bluff  and  Cairn  Points  in  line  bore  247°;  a  spit  between  the  ttvo,  i°  or  2°   , 

to  the  right. 

At  encampment,  opposite  point  of  hay,  229°,  3f  miles. 

A.M.  Sights  for  Time. 

Chronometer.  O  Index  error,  +  8'  25" 

h.  m.  s.  o    /     //  Temperature,  +  i4° 

i  ^5  38  53  59  30  For  Variation. 

i6  56  54  08  00  Chronometer. 

j8  30  i8  40  h.  m.  s.  ° 

19  27  25  00  i  26  30    —  358 

20  53  34  30  30  40  357 

22  04  42  00  32  00  356^ 

23  30  5i  30  34  30  356 

36  00  355^2 


The  S.  W.  extreme  of  Patrick's  Land,  225°. 

4  Noon  Observations. 

Chronometer.  ©  Index  corrections,  +  8'  25' 


h.  m. 

s. 

o  t 

// 

Temperature,  +  49° 

5  40 

20  

69  47 

00 

For  Variation. 

43 

35 

48 

00 

h.  m.  s.  ° 

47 

20 

48 

50 

5    8  30    —  299^ 

22 

05 

49 

30 

45  30  297^ 

24 

05 

49 

20 

25  30  294^ 

27 

40 

48 

50 

37  00  294^ 

29 

47 

48 

30 

30 

30 

48 

40 

31 

55 

47 

40 

33 

00 

47 

20 

Course  and  Distances. 
344°  -       -    3^  miles. 
347       .    -    4i  „ 
W.b.K       -  /i 
W.N.W.     -    /f  „ 
429°      -    -    5|  „ 


P.M.  Started  at  a  quarter  to  nine.    Crossed  three  miles  of  fiat  land  and  North™  kcjn. 
then  five  miles  of  ice  to  a  point,  along  which  there  was  a  range  of  turned  Temperature  +  io°. 
up  floe  six  feet  thick  and  about  10  feet  high ;  here  the  land  is  light  colored  caim  ™c.^  ™ 
gravel  with  a  great  many  shells  of  one  species  of  bivalve,  also  clay  ironstone.  Temperature  +  io°. 
but  no  vegetation. 

27th  May. — Beyond  this  point  the  range  of  hummocks  turn  offshore,  the  west'4  m!s. 
pressure  that  occasioned  them  must  have  been  recent,  since  the  hollows  and 
cracks  are  still  free  from  snow.    Encamped  at  seven  o'clock.  The  land  has  Travelled,  9j  hours, 
dwindled  down  to  a  series  of  low  sand  hills  ;  the  beach  is  mud.    Neither  Punched,  \. 

...  -1  Encamped, 

vegetation  or  animals  seen.  Distance,  13  miles. 

Courses  and  Bearings. 
Courses  and  Distances.  On  Point  Pressure. 

87°    3\  miles.  Right  tangent  Patrick's  Isd.  75 

75     6       „    to  Point  Pressure.        S.  W.  extreme  of        „  230 
58     2\     „  Sand  Bluff  Point     „  249\ 

30      4\  „ 


Ice — the  usual  floe. 


P.M.  Since  noon  we  have  had  a  fresh  N.W.  wind  with  clear  weather. 

Started  at  8h.  45m.  The  wind  is  fair,  the  sail  is  set,  and  it  now  blows  a     i^™-  p'"- 
strong  W.N.W.  gale  ;  the  snow-drift  limits  our  view  to  about  200  yards,  but  Temperature  + 17°. 
the  hummocks  prevent  our  straying  off-shore. 

28th  May. — The  coast  having  turned  so  much  to  the  right  as  to  oblige  us 
to  take  in  our  sail,  and  the  weather  having  become  worse,  we  encamped  at  N.w!b"N.^7"s.m.z. 
half  an  hour  after  midnight.  The  weather  is  unpleasant  enough,  but  our  Temperature  +19°. 
fresh  beef  not  only  consoles  us  by  affording  good  breakfasts  and  suppers, 
but  serves  a  great  many  purposes  besides ;  quarters  of  beef  keep  down  the  TraveiM* s'^hou^s^^*^''' 
sides  of  the  tent,  the  tent  rope  and  bowlines  are  made  fast  to  others,  and  Lunched,'-, 
being  frozen,  one  quarter  serves  as  a  chopping  block  for  the  rest ;  the  fat  is  Sanc^gfySies. 
a  valuable  addition  to  our  fuel.    The  gale  and  drift  lasted  all  day.  Detained  by  weather,  6  hours 

Bearings  at  Encampment.  Courses  and  Distances. 

Southern  extreme  of  Melville  Island,  N.E.  N.^E.  4  miles. 

Terrace  Cape,  N.E.  \  N.  N.E.  by  E.  2^  miles. 
Haven  Clif,  N.  b.  W.  ' 
Cape  De  Bray  {?),  N.W. 

Right  tangent  of  Prince  Patrick's  Land,  W.  b.  S.  \  S. 
Extremes  of  this  shore,  W.  b.  S.  and  N.E.  b.  E. 

4  B  3 
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6li.  ,'iOin.  p.iii. 
N.N.W.  (i.  o.c. 
'IViiipcruturo  I-  2,'!". 
lOh.  ;}Oni.  p.m. 
North  G  c.m.s. 
Temperature  +  19°. 
.3h.  30m.  a.m. 
Nortli  4  c.z. 
Temperature  +  22^°. 

Fifty-second  March, 
l^ravelled,  84-  hours. 
Lunched,  ^. 
Encamped,  14^. 
'Distance,  9  miles. 
Ice — ordinary  floe. 
Detained  building  cairn 
2i  hours. 


P.M.  Built  an  excellent  stone  caim  6^  feet  high,  and  left  in  it  the  usual 
record.  At  half-past  six  we  started  on  our  return  to  the  depot  near  Point 
Wilkie.  The  low  hills  about  our  cairn  arc  a  mixture  of  mud  and  gravel. 
Found  here  a  few  lichens  and  tufts  of  grass.  The  beach  is  a  mere  mud 
flat. 

29^?/*  May. — Dark  gloomy  boisterous  weather ;  the  wind  is  directly  against 
us.    Encamped  at  half-past  three  this  morning. 


P.M.  Obeervations. 


For  Time. 
Chronometer. 


O 


h. 

m. 

«. 

o 

1 

II 

9 

52 

38 

5/ 

38 

50 

53 

47 

34 

40 

54 

50 

25 

00 

56 

i2 

i5 

20 

57 

iO 

7 

50 

58 

34 

50 

58 

30 

iO 

00 

10 

46 

50 

Index  corrections,  +  8"  25' 
Temperature,  +  23" 


(JourHcs  amd  JJiMances. 
S.W.  h. 


W.  i\  miles. 
7^ 


Beari/ngs. 

Haven  Cliff     -       -       -       -  - 
De  Bray's  depot       -       -       -  ■% 
Depot  near  Foint  Wilkie 
Reindeer  Mownt      .       .       -  - 
Right  ta/iigent  Prince  Patrick's  h/ad  - 
The  loAid  to  the  vjestvm-d,  is  indistinct. 
Extremes  of  Eglington  Isla/rtd,  263°  to  292^. 


346" 
24{ 
iOO 
i06 
95 


6h.  15m.  p.m. 
North  6,  b.cz. 
Temperature  +  23°. 


Midnight. 
N.N.W.  7.  b.cz. 
Temperature  +  19°. 
.5h.  Om.  a.m. 
N.N.W,  .5  b.  c. 

Fifty-third  March. 
Travelled,  9h. 
Lunched,  \. 
jCncamped,  14f. 
Distance,  12  miles. 
Detained  by  depot  and  cairn. 
1  hour. 


P.M.  Started  at  a  quarter  past  six  this  evening,  blowing  a  stiff  gale  laden 
with  drift  in  our  faces.  Reached  the  depot  at  eleven  o'clock  and  pitched  the 
tent  for  lunch.  Took  up  our  provisions,  built  a  cairn  on  the  spot,  and  left  a 
record. 

ZQtli  May. — ^Proceeded  along  shore  to  the  N.E.  and  encamped  at 
4h.  40m.  A.M.  From  Point  Wilkie  the  coast  becomes  gradually  lower  and 
the  hills  recede  from  it.  To  the  north  the  shore  is  so  Ioav  that  it  is  hidden 
by  the  hummocks.  The  snow  is  deep,  and  what  is  much  worse  it  has  a 
weak  glazed  crusted  surface,  therefore  our  progress  is  both  slow  and  fatiguing. 
There  is  more  vegetation  about  Point  Wilkie  than  we  have  yet  seen  on  this 
side  of  the  straits.    Saw  a  few  ptarmigan,  also  some  fox  and  deer  tracks. 


We  have 
clear  sky. 


had  a  stormy  march  and  the  day  continues  windy,  but  with  a 


Bearings  at  Encam2:)ment. 

The  last  extreme  visible,  270°,  distant  3  miles. 
Haven  Cliff,  shotuing  over  a  point,  322° 
The  Bluff  {inland  2  miles)  i87 
Reindeer  Mount    -       -       ~  256 
De  Bray  Depot      -       -       -  242^ 


Means  of  Obsns.  for  Variation. 
Chron.  (f) 
iOh.  44m.  00s.     45°  40'  00" 
Courses  and  Distances. 
To  the  depjot,  W.  h.  S.  6^  miles. 
From  thence,  W.  b.  S.  2i  „ 


West 


2^ 

■^2 


7h.  30m.  p.m. 
N.N.W.  5  b.c. 
't  emperature  +  20' 


]  li.  30m.  a.m. 
N.W.  r>  c.s. 
Tempei-ature  -I-  22°. 
<ih.  Oiii.  a.m. 
N.N.W.  6  c.z. 
Temperature  +  22°. 

J<'ifty  -fourth  March 
Travelled,  10  bourn. 
J>uri(;h(;d, 
lOiieairiiicd,  14. 
Distance,  10  inilef^. 
Ice.  -from 
jii'i'.'k. 


P.M.    Started  at  half-past  seven  ;  for  the  first  four  hours  we  travelled 
along  an  extremely  low  shore,  sometimes  crossing  over  its  low  projections. 

31.s-^  May. — As  we  followed  the  turn  of  the  coast  into  a  large  bay,  the 
hills  once  more  approached  the  beach  ;  their  slopes  were  steep  and  snowy,  a 
narrow  muddy  margin  at  their  basis  was  imprinted  with  numerous  foot- 
marks of  oxen,  deer,  and  sea  birds.  Encamped  in  this  bay  at  six  o'clock. 
The  last  two  hours  we  have  been  travelling  across  its  mouth  over  packed  ice, 
with  sharp  upturned  edges,  just  as  it  had  drifted  out  in  the  autumn :  hard 
snow  lay  in  long  drifts  across  our  path,  and  numerous  deep  hollows  were 
treacherously  filled  with  very  soft  snow,  recently  fallen  and  drifted.  This 
Kiassy  to  heavy  of  things  uot ouly  doublcs  tlic  labour,  but  reduces  our  advance  nearly 
to  one-half.    No  animals  seen  to-day. 


Courses  a/iul  Distaihcet^. 
W.  by  8.     iS.      miles  over  low  la/nd. 
W.H.  W.  i\  miles  (dong  xli.ore. 
H.  W.  by  H.  4  miles     '  „ 
W.  by  'S.  i.  S.  I  m/dr.  „ 
W.  i  N.  /jl  across  the  hay. 


Bearings  when  about  to  strike  across  the 
bay. 

Snow  Hill       -       -  87° 
Dark  Cliff       ■■       -  81 
Last  extreme    -       -  307 
tSloping  point  in  bay  i43 
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At  Encampment. — Noon  Observations. 


Temi^erature,  +21° 
Index  corr.  +  8'  25" 


Mercury 
unsteady 


Chronometer. 
'  h.  m.  s. 
5  29  0 
34  5 
36  0 


70 


0 

24 
24 
19 


10 
00 
40 


Bearings. 

N.E  extreme  [distant) 

-  83° 

Peak  on  darh  cliff 

Snow  Hill 

87 

Bay  Point 

-  116 

Hill  in  depth  of  bay 

-  140 

Sloping  point  - 

-  160 

The  last  extreme 

-  304 

Journal  of 
Commander  M'Olintoek. 


P.M.  Started  shortly  after  eight  o'clock.  The  dullness  of  the  evening  7h.  som.  p.m. 
was  occasionally  varied  by  falls  of  snow.  We  had  anticipated  a  very  hard  n.n.w.  3  o. 
night's  work,  nor  have  we  been  in  the  slightest  degree  disappointed ;  the  '^'^  ""^^ 
ice  throughout  was  "  pack,"  drifted  down  from  the  head  of  the  bay  ;  the  ih.  som.  a.m. 
deep  snow  which  filled  the  hollows  had  been  partially  thawed  and  its  rj^^'g^.^^^^.^  ^^g-. 
surface  re-frozen  into  a  stiff  crust,  but  just  too  weak  to  bear  our  ehTsm^a-m. 
weieht,  and  therefore  we  were  employed  for  9i  hours  to  advance  seven  n.w.  s  o. 

o     '  r    J  ^  ^  Temperature  +  23° 

miles. 

\st  June. — Encamped  at  a  quarter  before  six,  all  of  us  tired,  hungry,      Fifty-fifth  March 
and  out  of  humour ;  even  the  kettle  seemed  sulky  and  unusually  slow  in  Lunlhed'^'i^* 
cooking  our  pemmican ;  perhaps  we  were  unusually  smart  in  preparing  Encamped,  is^ 

p      • ,  Distance,  7  miles. 

lOr  lb.  jgg — noted  in  remarks. 

Course  and  distance,  N.  87°  W.,  seven  miles.  After  going  6^  miles  took  hearings. 
Bay  Point,  S.  W.  h.  S. ;  Hill  in  depth  of  hay,  S.  h.  W. ;  Sloping  Point,  S.E. 

At  Encampment. 

N.E.  extreme,  67°;  Snow  Hill,  87°  ;  Peak,  72° ;.  Hill  in  Bay,  161° ;  Sloping 
Point,  221°;  I)ep)arture  Point,  265°;  S.W.  extreme,  282°. 

P.M.  Started  under  sail  at  eight  o'clock  this  evening,  before  a  most  welcome  p-™- 

-I  •  IS  W  4  c  o  s 

fair  breeze.    The  sledge  gradually  hauled  out  for  the  point  of  the  Bay,  a  Temperature  +  24°. 

dark  steep  cliff  with  a  remarkable  peak  on  it.  I  walked  to  the  top  of  Snow 

Hill,  which  commands  a  good  view  of  the  bay  ;  the  land  round  it  is  very 

low,  just  at  this  part  it  commences  to  rise  into  steep  muddy  hills,  gradually 

increasing  in  height  to  Dark  Cliff,  which  is  about  1 50  feet  above  the  sea ; 

beyond  the  cliff  the  hills  as  gradually  decrease  in  height,  ceasing  altogether 

at  a  distance  of  two  miles.    Along  the  base  of  the  hills  there  is  some  moss 

and  grass,  also  abundant  traces  of  oxen  and  deer.    Nothing  seen,  except  eh.  om.  a.m. 

two  ptarmigan  which  I  shot,  and  a  snow  bunting,  whose  cheerful  song  x^'p^graTure  +24. 

enlivened  the  dreary  aspect  of  this  dark  unfruitful  frozen  soil.    As  usual 

along  all  this  coast,  the  beach  is  a  continued  belt  of  flat  mud.  At  half-past 

eleven  we  crossed  over  a  low^  point  projecting  from  the  Dark  ChflF.  The 

pinnacle  is  a  rounded  mass  of  tenacious  clay,  in  which  horizontal  bands 

differing  slightly  in  colour  are  very  clearly  marked  :  the  earth  about  it  has  g^^^  J'^' 

been  carried  away  by  the  annual  "  washings  down"  of  melted  snow  ;  another  Temperature  +  2g°. 

these  is  very  close  at  hand  now. 

'2d  June. — About  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  Dark  Cliff  we  passed  a 
little  stony  mount  remarkable  for  the  sandstone  rock  being  rent  by  frost      Fifty-sixth  March, 
into  thin  wavy  plates  about  as  laj-ge  and  almost  as  much  curved  as  ordinary  J'^^^^^^l'^* 
tiles.    Encamped  at  a  quarter  past  six.    There  is  here  a  mile  of  flat  snow  Encamped' 1 41. 
covered  land  between  the  hummocks  and  the  first  rise  of  the  beach.  About  pittance,  114  mjies. 

Ill  1     I'^s — "paclv  and  ordmary  floe. 

two  or  three  miles  inland  is  a  very  remarkable  mount ;  its  sides  are  nearlj' 
perpendicular  arid  summit  flat ;  we  named  it "  The  Redoubt"  at  once.  Aided 
by  the  sail  we  have  made  fair  progress  to  day. 

P.M.  for  Variation.  Bearings  at  Encamjomenf.  Courses  and  Distances. 

The  Peak       -  -    248°  87°    -    -    -  1^  miles. 

'Redoubt        .  -    185  51     -    -    -  2j  „ 

Next  point    -  -68  distant  2  miles.  -    -    -  2^  „ 

Last  point     -  -    257      „       2    „         70     -    -    -  5  „ 

The  distant  bluff'  -  266 

Distant  land,  -    276  near  Pt.  Wilkie. 

Quoin  Hill    -  -  330^ 


Chronometer. 

0 

h.  m.  s. 

1  58  55 

179^ 

2  Oi  35 

179" 

02  55 

179 

04  30 

179 

06  50 

179 

09  45 

178 
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8li.  .'iOui.  p.ii). 
West.  1.  l).c.in. 
Tcinjjerature  +  19°. 
2li.  .'iOin.  a.m. 
West.  1.  o.s. 
'I'eniperature  +  24°. 
6h.  Oin.  a.m. 
West.  I .  o.m. 
Temperature  +  30°. 

Fifty-seventh  March. 
Travelled,  8  J  hours. 
Lunched,  i. 
Encamped, 
Distance,  G  t  miles. 
Ice — noted  in  remarks. 


iMvi.  It  has  been  snowing-  nearly  all  day.  Started  at  half-past  eight,  the 
sail  set  and  sun  out. 

'3d  Jane. — Travelled  upon  the  ice  from  one  little  point  to  another.  The 
coast  extremely  low,  beach  flat  and  sandy,  and  fringed  with  hummocks  of 
moderate  size. 

Encamped  this  morning  at  a  quarter  to  six.  We  have  had  the  usual  old 
ice  all  this  march,  and  the  snow  as  last  night  and  the  night  before,  that  is, 
with  a  crusted  surface,  but  deep  and  soft  beneath ;  so  that  we  get  along 
with  great  difficulty,  and  arc  often  stopped  altogether,  until  a  series  of 
standing  pulls  get  the  sledge  in  motion  again. 


.    A.M.  Ohs^ervationn. 


GhronomcJer. 
h.  m.  s. 
i  43  38 
i4  56 
U  55 

46  42 

47  56 

48  55 

49  53 


—  56 


0 


25  20 
33  20 
40  20 
44  40 
52  20 
58  20 
57  04  40 


For  Variation. 


rii.  s. 

29  00 

30  30 

32  00 

33  30 

34  45 


Index  corrections,  +  8'  25'' 
Temperature,  +  33° 


Bear'myfi.. 
Redoubt 
The  Peak 
Depth  of  hay  - 
Hv/ramockH  off  tlve  ) 
next  poi/rd      -  j 


^  40  45 
40  30 
8  30 
40  00 
40  00' 

Courses  and  Distances. 
68°    —  2  miles. 
445     —  2\  „ 

m  —2  „ 


238° 

263 

453 

403 


6h.  30m.  p.m. 
Cairn,  c. 

Temperature  +  34°. 


Midnight. 
N.-Iy,  2.  c. 
Temperature  +  20°. 
5h.  30m.  a.m. 
N.N.W.  3.  cm. 
Temperature  +22°. 


Fifty-eighth  March. 
Travelled,  10  hours. 
Lunched,  \. 
Encamped,  14^. 
Distance,  6i  miles. 
Ice — in  remarks. 


Courses  and  Distances. 
403°  -    -    -  4h  miles. 
438    -    -    -  2I  „ 
453    -    -    -  4 
440    -    -    -  /i  „ 


P.M.  The  day  has  been  warm  and  dull.    Started  at  half-past  six : 

Ath  June. — Crossed  two  considerable  bays,  and  encamped  close  to  the 
land,  and  near  a  remarkable  dark  mass  at  a  few  minutes  past  five  o'clock. 
On  examination  I  found  this  mass  (which  exactly  resembled  a  mud  hut,) 
to  be  a  muddy  mound  12  feet  high,  and  22  or  23  feet  in  diameter  at  the 
base ;  it  formed  part  of  a  ridge,  the  traces  only  of  which  remain,  extending 
S.S.E.  and  N.N.W.  from  it,  no  doubt  the  result  of  ice  pressure  from  the 
north-east ;  it  lies  200  yards  within  the  grounded  hummocks.  This  is  the 
first  indication  of  pressure  from  the  eastward,  and  is  to  us  a  very  gratifying 
discovery,  as  it  indicates  a  more  extensive  sea  in  that  direction.  Saw 
Emerald  Isle  just  appearing  above  the  eastern  horizon.  With  the  exception 
of  one  seal,  no  animals  were  seen  to  day.  The  snow  is  soft  and  heav^,  and 
our  progress  is  extremely  slow. 

There  has  been  but  little  pressure  along  this  shore ;  the  ice  is  level  close 
to  it,  but  outside  the  floe  is  unusually  rugged.  In  advance  of  us  there  is 
distant  land  of  moderate  elevation,  terminating  in  a  bolder  point  than  usual 
on  this  low  coast. 

Bear  ings  at  Encampment. 
R  ight  tangent  of  Emerald  Island,  45° 

Left  ditto  „  53  more  distant  and  indistinct. 

The  island  appears  to  he  rather  loio,  and  about  45  or  20  miles  distant ;  Redoubt, 
273°;  extreme  of  land,  424°;  the  highest  distant  land,  435°. 


7h.  om.  p.m.  P.M.  Thick  wcathcr  and  strong  breeze  all  day,  moderating  and  clearing' 

Temperature  +2.1".  towards  cvcning.  Wc  usually  dig  a  square  pit  in  the  snow,  down  to  the 

ice,  in  which  the  cooking  is  performed,  and  kettles  protected  from  the  wind. 
Ijatterly,  underneath  where  they  have  stood,  a  hole  is  thawed  in  the  ice ;  in 
this  natural  basin  I  enjoyed  a  scrub  at  my  hands  and  face  to-night ;  it  was  a 
most  refreshing  novelty, — I  thought  truly  delightful. 
At  7h.  20m.  we  started  for  the  distant  high  land, 
oh.  30m.  a.m.  5//),  June. — After  crossing  a  small  bay,  we  struck  across  a  large  and  deep 

Temperature  +24°.  ^I't  owiug  to  the  difficulties  of  the  road,  were  obliged  to  encamp  con- 

siderably short  of  its  opposite^  side  at  a  ([uarter  before  five  o'clock.  The  ice 
has  been  t(jlerably  level  across  these  bays,  but  the  snow  is  so  deep, 
clogging,  and  still",  that  for  a  great  part  of  the  march  we  have  only  got 
on  by  "  standing  pulls." 

■^ii.  oiri.  1.  in.  'jilc  hind  of  the  interior  appears  tolerably  high,  but  the  extreme  for 

Temp.'ratur^^^  wliicli  wc  ai'c  travelling  is  now  seen  to  extend  far  off,  and  to  be  extremely 
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low.   I  think  we  shall  be  upon  a  more  open  coast  when  we  get  to  the       Fifty-nintu  March, 
other  side  of  it ;  indeed,  some  such  stimulus  to  raise  our  spirits  is  almost  LmcHth 
needful  now,  for  the  protracted  examination  of  these  straits,  and  this  con-  Encamped^  15^. 
tinned  execrable  travelling,  without  either  a  glimpse  of  the  sun  or  trace  of  Feezed  Tn^emarks. 
game,  has  almost  chilled  our  hopes  of  rendering  important  service  down 


to  zero. 


j.M.  Observations. 


Chronometer.  ©  Temperature,  +  24° 

h.  m.  s.  "    '     "  Index  corrections,  +  8'  20' 


it  20  28  44  //  30 

21  30  48  30 

22  25  24  40 
24  07  35  50 

26  /O  49  50 

27  00  55  00 
27  31  58  50 
29  24  45  ii  50 


For  Variation, 
h.  m.  s. 

i2  /7  00  (p  33  00 

i8  30  33  00 

20  00  .  3/  30 

21  00  3i  00 

22  30  3i  30 


Redoubt  to  Sun  0  [ . 

Hh.  32m.  Os.  —  Z.  //3° 

44' 

Bearings. 

Muddy  Mound  - 

312" 

Redoubt       -       .  - 

288 

The  highest  land  - 

i33 

The  extreme 

i05 

Courses  and  Distances, 

433°  ~  7  miles. 

s. 


P.M.  A  strong  west  wind  all  day.  Started  at  half-past  eight,  most  cheer- 
fully  hoisting  our  sail  to  this  "  friend  in  need."    On  reaching  the  extreme  West,  5  c. 
point,  buried  a  depot  of  seven  days'  provisions.     On  my  return  here  from  Temperature  +26°. 
the  north-east  I  intend  crossing  to  Emerald  Isle. 

Qth  June. — There  is  here  a  very  considerable  turn  in  the  land,  so  much      om  am 
so,  that  our  fair  wind  at  starting  now  blew  contrary.   After  going  round  a  West,  5  0.  m. 
bay  and  a  second  point,  we  encamped  at  half-past  six.     I  walked  for  Temperatm-e +24°. 
three  or  four  miles  over  to  the  hills  round  the  last  bay  ;  saw  the  tracks  of 
a  fox  and  a  ptarmigan  and  of  a  few  deei",  the  latter  going  along  the  beach ; 
also  saw  some  burrows  of  lemmings.    The  land  is  a  mixture,  or  rather  an 
alternation  of  gravel  and  clay ;  stones  are  rarely  met  with,  except  on  some  ^ 
of  the  hill  tops.    Along  the  beach  there  are  large  heaps  of  pure  mud  West,  s.'m*."  s. 
lying  upon  gravel  ridges,  having  evidently  been  pushed  up  there  by  the  T<impeiature  + 
ice.  I  saw  nothing  of  interest  except  some  stones,  which  I  take  to  be  fossil 
wood ;  the  pieces  were  small  and  only  found  in  a  few  spots  lying  near  each 
other,  as  if  detached  by  frost. 

About  the  same  spots  w^ere  some  perfectly  rounded  pieces  of  sandstone,   

varying  in  size  up  to  three  mches  m  diameter.  These  hills  are  from  120  feet  Travelled,  9  hours 
to  150  feet  high  and  a  mile  from  the  sea,  but  the  land  in  the  interior  is  p'^'^^^^'^'^;^-!^ 
higher  ;  the  earth  is  dark  colored,  and  the  snoAV  is  thawing  off  it  very  fast ;  D^stanc^t'is  miies. 
there  is  very  little  vegetation.  ice— smooth  along  shore. 

Finished  the  last  of  our  fresh  meat  for  supper  this  morning  ;  the  three 
reindeer  and  two  oxen  have  supplied  us  with  suppers,  and  an  occasional 
breakfast  since  15th  May ;  we^shall  now  consume  l  .^lb.  pemmican  each  daily, 
and  for  warming  this,  making  tea  for  breakfast  and  dissolving  snow,  we  shall 
use  i-lb.  stearine  and  5^  gills  of  alcohol. 

Observations  at  Encampment. 

0  Noon — snowing. 

/i.       ,5,  °  ~   "  JVoon  temperature,  +  36° 

4  57  00  70  44  50  Index  corrections,  +  8'  20" 
58  50  45  30  For  Variation. 

5  0/  16  47  00  h.  m.  °  ' 
OS  00  48  50  5  45    5        cj)    308  30 
20  50  48  30     ■  46  10             307  30 
24  00  47  40  47  15             307  00 

27  00  46  30  48  40  306  30 

28  00  45  40  60  00  306  00 


30  25  44  50  The  last  i^oint  hears  326°,  1  mile. 

32  38  43  00 

III.  4  C 
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Journal  of 
Commander  M'Clintock, 


8li.  30m.  p.m. 
W.N.W.  3  t>.c. 
Temperature,  +  25°. 


2h.  30m.  a.m. 
N.N.E.  3  m.o. 
Temperature,  +  19°. 


4li.  Om.  a.m. 
North  2  m.s. 
Temperature,  +  1 8" 


Sixty-first  March. 
TraveOed,  10  hours. 
Lunched,  4- 
Encamped,  14. 
Distance,  10^  miles. 
Ice,  noted  in  remarks. 
"Satellite"  absent  4  hours. 


Tmi'pcA'afAX/re,  -j-  24'' 
p.M  Sights  for  Time. 


CorredAonn,  +  20" 
Oov/fnes  o/oA  /Ji>il/j/rcce«. 


h.  m.  H. 
a  25  08 
26  35 
28  30 

30  10 

31  i8 


0 

O        I  ft 

42  48  40 
00  io 

4i  55  50 
44  50 
37  00 


405'' 

400 

443 

424 

450 

473 

320 


mil/iH. 


^1 
/ 

/ 
4 


I'.M.  Wc  have  cleared  the  sledge  and  our  knapsacks  of  every  disposable 
article,  intending  to  deposit  them  until  our  return  here,  from  this  our  last 
cruize  of  discovery.  We  have  18  days'  meat  and  2(J  days  of  everything  else. 
Started  at  half-past  eight.  At  nine  o'clock  halted  for  ten  minutes  to  deposit 
our  surplus  clothes,  &c.,  in  a  conspicuous  mud  heap.  An  hour  afterwards  f 
made  out  an  ox  with  my  spy-glass,  at  a  considerable  distance  inland,  so  taking 
with  me  two  men  and  the  "  Satellite"  set  off  to  procure  fresh  beef,  the  sledge 
continuing  its  course.  This  solitary  bull  allowed  me  to  approach  within  50  or 
60  yards,  but  his  massive  horns  so  effectually  shielded  his  body,  that  I  waited 
for  a  more  favourable  opportunity  to  fire.  He  stood  quietly  rubbing  the  tips  of 
his  horns  against  his  fore  legs,  and  I  sat  on  the  bank  of  a  ravine  examining 
my  caps  and  preparing  to  re-load  quickly,  when  suddenly  I  heard  his  gallop 
and  saw  him  coming  on  ;  fired  both  barrels  just  in  time  to  stop  him  when  10 
or  15  yards  off.  1  then  re-loaded,  at  the  same  time  retreating  slowly  to 
a  more  respectful  distance  ;  fired  again,  and  broke  his  shoulder  bone  ;  he 
now  tried  to  limp  off  on  three  legs,  but  one  of  the  men  coming  up  with  a 
second  gun  put  him  out  of  pain.  This  ill-favoured  animal  was  small,  very 
old,  and  very,  veiy  thin,  nevertheless  I  felt  truly  grateful  for  such  an 
opportune  supply ;  it  is  quite  wonderful  how  so  large  an  animal  could  sup- 
port life  in  such  an  extremely  barren  country.  The  slaughter  and  butchery 
occupied  the  three  of  us  exactly  an  hour. 

7th  JwTze.— Overtook  the  sledge  at  two  o'clock,  travelled  across  a  wide 
bay  steering  by  compass,  the  weather  having  become  thick.  The  shore  is 
low,  there  is  scarcely  any  ice  pressure  on  it,  the  ice  is  old,  some  that  Ave 
passed  through  is  "  pack  ;"  the  snow  is  very  deep,  three  feet  in  many  places, 
but  is  not  so  soft  as  to  make  travelling  difficult.  Encamped  at  seven  o'clock. 


At  Encampment 


Courses  and  Distances. 

A.M.  Sights. 

0 

Temperature,  +  48 

0 

8.   5°K     -  2\n%. 

h.  m.  s. 

0  / 

11 

Correction,  +  8'  20 

n 

S.  47  W,-    -  4\ 

4  48  45   

57  45 

40 

S.  40  W.-    -  5| 

49  20 

22 

00 

Bearings. 

20  20 

28 

40 

Dark  patch  on  point  - 

433° 

24  03 

32 

20 

The  extreme  is  about  - 

448 

22  05 

38 

30 

Islet  Hill 

457 

23  07 

44 

30 

Round  Hill 

214 

24  25 

52 

30 

The  last  visible  extreme 

344 

N  w".^?  1  be  ^*^'  "^^^  day  has  been  fine,  but  temperature  low.  Started  at  nine  o'clock. 

'ivmpera^nro,  +  23A  All  this  land  is  low  and  without  remarkable  features  ;  excepting  only  the 

tops  of  hills  and  other  exposed  situations,  there  is  deep  snow  over  both  land 
and  ice.  Commenced  upon  the  fresh  supply  of  beef  at  supper  this  morning  ; 
it  is  very  remarkable  that  since  the  6th  May  we  have  always  had  one  fresh 

/ill.  dm.  a.m.  mcal  (the  produce  of  the  chase)  daily  and  sometimes  two  ;  that  the  three 

'rMTiperature,  -I  22".  rcindccr  at  Point  Wilkie  were  shot,  a  day  or  two  before  tlie  first  suppl}'  of 

beef  and  venison  was  consumed,  and  that  the  second  suppl}-^  of  tAvo  oxen,  and 
the  third  supply  of  one,  hap])ened  precisely  as  the  preceding  stock  was 

'^'w '5 1  exhausted.  Tliis  abundance  of  fresh  meat  has  saved  our  pemmican  and  there- 

'ivmperatiirc,  1 2(1".  forc  cuablcs  US  to  pcrscvcre  longer  in  the  search;  it  keeps  up  the  strength  of  the 

men,  and  almost  makes  ameiuls  to  us  for  the  unusual  difficulties  of  our  route, 
sixty-w/coud  Marcii.  8///.  Juiie.-   Rcaclicd  tlic  o|)posite  side  of  the  bay,  and  travelled  along 

TravHi<d,  io.i  hours.  shorc  undcr  sail  initil  eidit  o'clock,  when  we  cnciun])ed.    The  coast  is 

Lunched,  {.  1       •  1  i    ■       r.  it  mi  •     i  i  j. 

Kncinripcd  hif.  extrcmcl y  low,  tlietide  ci'ack  is  often  scarcely  discernu)le  ;  snow  is  deep,  but 

tolerably  hard  ;ind  level ;  it  is  deepest  close  in  shore,  here  at  half  a  mile  off 
it  averages  three  feet  in  de])th.  ""I'lie  most  distant  land  before  us  is  another 
flat  projection  of  the  coast-line  about  4  niiles  off. 


I 


iJiHtfuici',  1 4  milcH 

l.c       old  fl(,( 


( 
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N.W.  8  m.z. 


Bearings  at  midnight,  after  having  travelled  134°,  3f  miles.  Courses  and  distances. 

Patch  oiear  the  extreme,  94°;  dark  patch  on  point,  136°;  Islet  Hill,  181°;  Round  134°.    -    -  3^  miles. 

Hill,  221°;  the  last  extreme,  336°;  offshore,  H  mile.  94°.    -    -    6  „ 

Bearings  at  Encampment.  ^0°'    ~    ~  „ 
Patch  near  extreme,  135°;  dark  patch  on  point,  250°;  next  extreme,  90°. 

p.  M.  Strong  west  winds  with  snow-drift  all  day.    Started  under  sail  at  a  west!' T'bx™' 

quarter  before  ten,  travelling  along  shore  from  point  to  point.  Temperature,  +  26°. 

^tli  June. — The  wind  increased,  snow  fell  thick,  and  the  land  turned  off  w'est'tc^m.z. 

so  that  we  were  obliged  to  travel  against  the  wind.    Also  Richard  Warne  'i^mperature,  +  23°. 

became  sick  with  violent  cramp  and  giddiness  ;  upon  this  man's  account  I  Temperature,  +  26°. 
felt  it  necessary  to  encamp  at  six  o'clock.  The  weather  gets  worse,  snow       sixty-third  March, 

almost  entirely  covers  the  ice,  here  and  there  the  top  of  a  hummock  appears  ;  Lunlhe? ^ 

.  in  the  chance  spot  selected  for  our  cooking  pit,  it  is  three  feet  deep.  Encamped,  144. 

Distance,  9  miles. 

Bearings.  Ice — hidden  by  the  snow. 

The  last  extreme,  320°,  next  extreme,  171°.  Detained  by  sickness,  2  hours. 

Courses  and  distances. 
West,  5|  miles.    W.  \  N.,  5  miles,  S.h.  W.  /|  miles. 

p.  M,  It  has  been  blowing  a  very  strong  N.W.  gale  all  day,  with  thick 
mist  and  snow  drift,  and  as  it  still  continues  unchanged,  we  cannot  start,  eh.  om.  p.m. 
Warne  is  better,  but  not  quite  right  yet. 

Issued  to  the  men  to  read  a  few  numbers  of  the  "  True  Briton,"  which  is 
one  of  the  many  instructive  publications  presented  to  the  expedition  by 
philanthropic  friends  ;  and  now  having  nothing  whatever  to  talk  about  except 
the  cheerless  subject  of  the  weather,  they  really  were  a  very  great  treat.      n.w.  7  cm.z. 

lOth  June. — Up  to  noon  no  improvement  in  the  weather  and  but  slender  Temperature,  +  S3°, 
hopes  of  any,  yet  we  must  start  this  evening  as  detention  here  is  intolerable ; 
we  have  left  behind  all  our  warm  clothes,  we  are  chilled  with  inac-  same  weatiier. 
tivity,  and  cannot  snatch  another  wink  of    sleep.      That  vicious  old 
bull  which  I  shot  last  is  the  toughest  animal  that  I  have  ever  attempted  to 
eat ;  the  process  of  mastication  is  lengthened  out  almost  beyond  the  limits 
of  one's  patience,  my  teeth  ache  regularly  for  half  an  hour  after  each  fresh  Detained  this  day  by  weather, 
meat  meal.   The  kettle  full  of  pemmican  is  dispatched  with  perfect  ease  in 
less  than  five  minutes,  but  a  kettle  full  of  this  beef  affords  most  active  em- 
ployment to  the  party  for  three  quarters  of  an  hour.  To  me,  supper  is  the 
hardest  task  of  all,  but  as  quantity  is  appreciated  rather  than  quality  in  this 
chmate,  and  as  the  men  prefer  twelve  pounds  of  this  beef  to  six  pounds  of 
pemmican,  I  am  most  happy  to  have  it  for  them. 

P.M.  More  moderate.  Started,  at  6h.  20m.  Travelled  along  shore,  occasionally  eh.  20m.  p.m. 
crossing  over  points  ;  the  coast  continues  extremely  low,  no  ice  pressure  or  Temperlturef '+ 24° 
hummocks  on  the  beach,  and  tide  crack  often  imperceptible.    From  the  top  Midnight, 
of  one  of  the  highest  gravel  ridges,  about  sixty  feet,  I  saw  land  to  the  1^;^^'°^*^^,^  ^^yc 
north-east,  and  suppose  from  the  lowness  of  the  land  and  absence  of  pressure 
that  we  are  advancing  into  a  wide  bay  ;  subsequently  this  land  proved  to  be      Sixty-fourtii  March. 

°  r  Travelled  10  hours, 

an  island.  ^    Lunched,  4. 

llth  June. — Encamped  at  five  o'clock.    This  land  "streams  off,"  as  it  ^"gj^^^'^g'i^^igg 
were,  in  flat  rounded  projections,  a,nd  is  so  low  that  we  cannot  tell  where  a  ice— o'idflo*e. 
point  is,  unless  there  happens  to  be  some  ice  forced  up  on  it;  much  of  what 
I  saw  from  the  ridge  before  midnight  turns  out  to  be  only  heavy  hummocks  Temperature,  + 19°. 
of  Polar  ice  raised  by  refraction.  N°r  w  3  c 

Snow  effectually  hides  the  ice  ;  only  the  tops  of  a  very  few  hummocks  Temperature,  +  34°. 
were  seen  above  it  during  this  march. 


Sights  for  Time,  a.m.  11th,  Misty  sky. 
Chronometer.  0  Temperature,  -I-  23° 


Courses  and  distances. 


h.  m.  s.  o    /  //  Index  correction,  +  8'  20"  ^  .7 

//  59  18    49  35  40  J'or  YariaU^  South  -  -   3  „ 

^^00  52  45  20  Mean  of  Four  Observations.  S.W.    -  .  3  „ 

!  f  1^  Chronometer.  S.SfV.  -  i 

^  lOh.  36m.  OS.  -  <p  61°  0' 


4 


6  22  21  20 


An  apparently  grounded  hummock 
bears  202°. 


4  C  2 


(    568  ) 


i-^Ii.  Oni,  p.in, 
N.b.VV.  2  o.in. 
Tcnipurature,  +  20". 
Ih.  Om.  a.m. 
N.N.W.  2  g.m.s. 
'I'einperatine,  +  23i", 
•'h.  l.'jni.  a.ni. 
N.^\^  4  g.in.s. 
Temperature,  H-  20'\ 

Sixty-fifth  March. 
Travelled,  10  h. 
Lniiched,  -4-. 
Encamped,  14. 
Distance  I  OA  miles. 
Ice — old  floe. 


Courses  and  distances. 
202°  -  -  3\  miles. 
496    -   -  2 


'J  45 


I'.  M.  Started  ?it  Iiall-past  sevcii,  scarcely  knowing'  ii)  what  (Jirecti(^)i  to 
travel,— proceeded  towards  tlie  apparently  "  groiriKlcd  himjjiiock,"  hut  which 
proved  to  be  a  hillock  on  the  shore,  therefore  altered  our  course  for  a  point 
seen  through  the  mist. 

ri/A  ,A/7?6'.  — Encamped  at  ten  minutes  past  six.  ''I'he  snow  is  getting 
softer,  it  covers  every  hummock ;  we  sometimes  go  for  miles  without  seeing 
any  part  of  the  ice  over  which  we  travel.  We  have  not  seen  the  land  for  th(; 
last  four  hours  ;  so,  to  guifle  the  sledge,  I  liad  recourse  to  the  old  plan  of 
walking  backwards  before  it,  occasionally  using  the  compass :  this  method 
answers  well  for  slow  travelling  like  the  present. 

Our  journeying  has  become  most  monotonous,  the  land  is  uniforanly  low 
in  the  extreme,  and  covered  with  snow ;  there  are  no  traces  of  animals,  and 
an  ever  clouded  sky.  We  have  nothing  to  look  at  but  a  tiresome  expanse  of 
snow,  even  a  good  large  hummock  would  be  welcomed  as  an  old  acquaint- 
ance. 

Bear'mrjs. 

The  land  travelled  for  males  like  an  island,  its  right  iarifjent  hears  428^"^ 
Extreme  of  the  mainland  {Prince  Patrick's  I slamd)  -       -       -  233  indAatinet. 
Right  of  island  to  its  highest  part  -       -       -       -       -    i3°  30' 

„  left  tangent  -       -       -       -  -28-18 

Bearing  of  the  "  hillock  on  the  shore"       -----  .'i()2  00 


Noon  Observations. 


Chronometer 
h.  m.  s. 
5  2i  9 
46  30 
48  19 
50  56 
5/  53 
53  00 


o 

70  38  50 
22  30 
20  30 
■18  40 
16  30 
14  50 


Temperature,  +  24{° 
Index  cor.,  +  8'  20" 

P.M.  For  Time.  Temp.  +  22'^ 

Chronometer.  O  ice  horizon. 

It.  m.  s.  o    I  II 

2  14  48    13  48  10 

15  50  46  20 

16  40  44  20 


Ohserved  two  spots  on  the  sun;  the  secoiul  isunusiiaUy  la/rge,  anclajjout.5'  ivlthin 
its  right  disk.  I  can  cdmost  make  it  out  to  consist  of  three  spots,  one  large  and, 
two  small. 


8li.  Om.  p.m. 

3  b.c.m.f. 
Tem))erature,  +  24°. 
!2h.  Om.  a.m. 
8.W.  2  b. 

Temperature,  +  18°. 
7h.  Om.  a.m. 
W.B.W.  2  b. 
Temperature,  +29°. 

Sixty-sixth  March. 
Travelled,  10. 
Lunched, 
J'^ncaiiiped,  13. 
Distance,  10).  miles. 
Ice — as  last  niffht. 


P.M.  Saw  two  ivory  gulls.  Started  at  a  quarter  past  eight,  at  half-past 
ten  the  fog  cleared  off  and  we  saw  the  land,  which  is  evidently  an  island. 

13th  June. —  Strong  refraction ;  reached  the  right  extreme  of  this  island 
at  one  o'clock,  saw  another  island  of  considerable  size  in  advance  of  us, 
also  one  about  four  or  five  leagues  to  the  eastward.  Prince  Patrick's  Island 
lies  behind  us  and  trends  away  to  the  westw^ard ;  across  from  west  to  north 
beyond  these  islands  there  is  a  line  of  very  heavy  packed  ice.  Encamped 
at  6h.  40m.  and  finished  the  last  of  the  tough  beef  for  supper. 

The  point  passed  at  one  o'clock  has  considerable  pressure  upon  it.  In  form 
it  is  a  horse-shoe  ridge  about  thirty  feet  high ;  within  it  the  land  is  much 
lower,  but  rises  gradually  towards  the  centre  of  the  island.  It  consists  of 
coarse  sandy  gravel  and  stones,  having  a  few  pieces  of  granite  and  a  good 
deal  of  light  coloured  quartz  intermixed.  No  traces  of  animals  nor  any 
vegetation  except  minute  lichens  upon  the  stones. 


Courses  and  distances. 
145  -    -    -    2 h  miles. 
115  -    -    -    2I  „ 
i06  -    -    -    5I  ,, 


A.M.  Observations,  13th  June. 


Chronomeler. 
h.  m.  s. 
12  34  19 
05 
43 
22 
03 
45 
38 


35 
36 
37 
37 
38 


O 

dill 

53  21  40 

26  00 

29  40 

34  00 

37  50 

42  00 

7  60 


Temperature,  +  29° 
Index  cor.,  +  8'  25" 
For  Variation. 


I 


12  29  50 

31  00 

32  15 

33  45 

35  15 

36  20 
38  20 


(j)  5  0  00 
5  0  Of 
50  15 
4  9  4t> 
49  00 
-■I  8  45 
48  30 
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Chronometer, 
h.  m.  s. 
5  30  00 
31  00 

31  56 

32  52 


Nuoio  Ohservations  (cloudy). 


O 

o       /  " 

TO  26  iO 
25  50 
25  20 
24  40 


At  4h.  45m.  the  Extremes  of  the  Eastern 
Island. 

Rigid  extreme  -  -  -  -  -  351° 
Left       ,,  _    _    _    -    -  5J7 


91 


Tem2x  +  36°.  Index  cor.     8'  25" 
Extremes  of  the  first  island,  which 
we  have  now  iiassed : 
Right  extreme  -    -    -  253° 
Left       „      {Horse- 1 
shoe  Point       -    -  J 

The  second  islandnoiu  ahead  of  us : 
Right  extreme  -    -    -  105° 
Left       .,        -    -    -  /62 

Lost  sight  of  Eastern  Island, 


The  centre  of  an  islet  hears  62°,  it  subtends 


Journal  of 
Comina'idei-  M'Clintock. 


P.M.  Set  off  under  sail  at  71i-40in.  for  the  right  extreme  of  the  second  island,  -h-  som.  p.m. 
after  passing  which  we  went  on  to  its  north-east  point  and  built  a  cairn,  'Kmperauu'e,  +  33°. 
leaving  in  it  a  record.    From  here  we  discovered  another  island  in  the 
north-east,  and  islets  lying  off  between  north  and  east,  with  very  heavy 
polar  ice  pressed  in  against  their  western  shores.  Continued  coasting  round 
this  island,  and  from  it  back  towards  Prince  Patrick's  Island. 

I4fh  June. — None  of  these  islands  are  more  than  60  feet  high  ;  they  are 
entirely  composed  of  gra^'eL  Saw  many  small  pieces  and  a  few  large  lumps 
of  grey  gniess  upon  all  parts  of  them.  On  the  beach  were  many  bivalve  ^y^""'"^"  ^ 
and  a  few  spiral  shells,  the  colouring  and  hinges  of  the  former  were  still  Temperature,  +  so", 
perfect.  SaAV  two  birds'  nests  of  former  seasons  ;  they  were  chiefly  made  of 
moss,  and  there  was  much  more  of  it  used  in  their  construction  than  I  have 
seen  growing  upon  the  Avhole  of  these  islands  :  the  broken  pieces  of  egg- 
shell were  pale  olive,  with  irregular  dark  brown  blotches  ;  small  fish  bones 
and  bones  of  lemmings  were  strewed  about. 

Along:  the  south-west  sides  of  the  islands  and  from  one  to  two  miles  off 
was  the  edge  of  very  heavy  packed  ice,  whilst  here  and  there  a  huge  hummock  Temperature,  +  sr 
was  forced  in  upon  the  beach  ;  some  of  them  were  35  feet  high. 

Across  the  centre  of  the  second  island  off  the  coast,  and  on  which  we 
built  our  cairn,  the  land  is  scarcely  above  the  sea.  Here  we  saw  many 
masses  of  blue  sea  ice  far  inland,  half  buried  in  the  gravel,  which  is  tossed  rp,.,^Ji\^'/'gT  i,o'^^^^^^^ 
up  into  innumerable  heaps,  as  if  the  ice  was  in  the  habit  of  making  frequent  Lunched,'*. ' 
inroads  alternately  from  the  east  and  west.  uH^c^^'^'^i'o'i  miles 

The  snow  is  daily  becoming  softer,  and  progress  over  it  is  made  with  ice',— leVei  alongshore. 

increasing  difficulty.  Building  a  cairn,  1  hour. 

We  obtained  some  fresh  water  out  of  the  holes  in  a  mass  of  sea  ice. 
These  holes  are  formed  by  minute  earthy  particles  blown  off  shore  and 
collected  in  hollows  of  the  ice,  which  they  rapidly  thaw  deeper  by  absorbing 
heat  from  the  sun.    Encamped  at  six  o'clock. 

The  hearings  taken  during  tJ lis  march  are  too  numerous  to  insert. 

At  Encampmeni. 

Bearing  of  right  tangent  of  first  island,  283° 
,,  ,,  second    ,,  26 


Noon  Ohservations.  p.m.  14th. 

Temperature,  +  36°  Temperature,  +  31° 

Index  cor.+  8'  25"  Chronometer.  O 


h.  m.  s. 

0  / 

ri 

h. 

m. 

s. 

0       /  " 

i2  1  58  — 

39  55 

00 

5 

5 

15 

 ■    70  31  20 

2  34 

51 

10 

7 

00 

31  40 

3  11 

47 

30 

9 

40 

32  00 

3  47 

44 

00 

11 

35 

32  /O 

4  24 

40 

30 

13 

05 

32  20 

4  54 

37 

00 

14 

55 

32  10 

5  43 

32 

20 

Courses  and  Distances. 

106",  1^  miles;  104°,  1^  miles;  157°,  1^  miles;  215°,  3^  miles  ;  288°,  2^  miles. 


4  C  3 


(   •''>70  ) 


7li.  Dili.  p.in. 
N.W.  2  c.  m. 
'l'c'iiipi.'1'atm'i',  + 

1.0 11.111. 

Westerly,  1  c.m.f. 
'fciiipt'ratui'c,  -I-  2.')". 
4.30  a.m. 
S.W.  3  o.m. 
Temperature,  +31°. 

Sixty-ciglith  March. 
Travelled,  8i  hours. 
Lunched,  4. 
Encamped,  15. 
Distance,  11  miles. 
Ice — noted  in  remarks. 


7h.  Cm.  p.m. 
W.N.W.  6  o.m.g.s 
Temperature,  3  P. 


Ih.  Cm.  a.m. 

N.W.  b.  W.  5  to  7  cm. 

Temperature,  25°. 


6h.  30m.  a.m. 
N.W.  5  c. 
Temperature,  31°. 


Sixty.nintli  March 
Travelled,  9|  hours. 
Lunched,  .1. 
Eiieainped,  13^. 
Ice— in  remarks. 


I'.M.  l^'of)gy  weather.  Started  under  sail  at  a  quarter  past  seven,  passed 
the  inner  island,  and  travelled  for  the  nearest  part  of  Prince  Patrick's  Land. 

I5th  June. — Passed  two  small  islets  and  encamped  upon  the  land  at  a 
quarter  past  four.  For  the  lirst  three  hours  there  was  a  strong  crust  upon 
the  snow  and  we  made  good  progress ;  the  ice  traversed  this  march  was 
covered  with  snow,  except  off  the  west  point  of  the  island  where  there  are 
some  huge  grounded  hummocks,  and  extending  botli  ways  from  thence  a  line 
of  crushed-Lip  ice.    Saw  the  marks  of  a  seal's  claws  in  the  tide  crack. 

We  arc  encamped  amongst  sand  heaps  which  extend  far  out  towards  the 
islets.  It  is  almost  impossible  to  form  a  correct  idea  of  the  shape  of  this 
coast-line,  it  is  so  extremely  low,  and  so  deeply  covered  with  snow ;  far  out 
we  see  sand-heaps,  and  far  inland  we  find  masses  of  ice  ;  the  land  and  ice 
seem  confusedly  heaped  together  dl  about  us,  but  two  miles  outside 
us  the  edge  of  the  tremendous  pack  seems  to  rest  upon  the  ground.  We 
encamped  early  this  morning,  not  knowing  how  to  steer,  the  weather 
having  become  thick. 

Bearings  at  Encumiyment. 

Intended  position  of  a  cairn,  42°,  |-  mile ;  ia/fujents  of  vmu'/r  islet  (tfoe  outer 
one     hidden  by  it)  4 6  /°,  a'tul  /  70'^ 
Gou'fses  and  diatance^. 
277°,  4  miles;  287°,  |  mile;  288°,  5  myites;  220"",  i{  miles. 


A.M.  Strong  west  winds  and  dark  weather.  Prepared  the  "  Satellite,"  for 
a  six-day  trip  to  the  westward,  and  the  "  Star  of  the  North  "  for  its  return 
to  our  last  depot.  The  thaw  so  long  deferred  must  very  shortly  commence 
and  go  forward  with  unusual  rapidity  ;  and  having  to  recross  the  straits,  I 
adopted  this  plan  of  getting  my  main  party  and  sledge  a  part  of  the  w^ay 
homewards,  the  better  to  secure  our  retreat.  If  I  am  overtaken  by  the  thaw 
whilst  exploring  to  the  westward,  it  will  be  but  a  small  matter  if  we  have 
to  abandon  our  "  Satellite  "  and  fall  back  on  the  depot.  Green  is  to  build  a 
cairn,  and  leave  6  days'  provisions  in  a  conspicuous  position  near  this,  for 
my  "  Satellite"  party.  Proceeded  with  the  "  Satellite,"  manned  by  Giddy  and 
Drew,  at  ten  minutes  past  seven.  Green  at  the  same  time  proceeding  home- 
wards along  shore,  before  a  strong  fair  wind,  the  tent  hoisted  as  a  sail.  After 
travelhng  for  four  hours  amongst  sand-heaps,  we  rounded  an  elevated  gravel 
ridge,  and  saw  what  appeared  to  be  another,  which  we  also  passed  and  found 
to  be  an  island. 

I6th  June. — Saw  two  other  small  islands  and  encamped  inside  the  second 
one,  on  a  small  sand-heap  at  half-past  five  o'clock.  Appearances  were 
against  us  when  we  commenced  this  march,  the  dark  threatening  weather, 
high  contrary  wind  with  falling  snow,  sand  heaps  in  all  directions,  and 
driving  banks  of  fog,  so  that  the  land  could  seldom  be  seen ;  and  the  snow- 
covered  land  too,  showed  only  as  a  low  streak  of  bright  white,  with  the  top 
of  an  occasional  bare  ridge  appearing  through  it  at  long  intervals  hke  a  dark 
horizontal  line.  At  our  last  encampment  this  decided  land  was  about  1  mile 
within  us,  whilst  the  sand-heaps  extended  nearly  H  mile  outside  of  us. 
Almost  all  this  march  has  been  over  flat  sand-banks  covered  with  soft 
but  level  snow.  A  continuous  line  of  very  formidable  hummocks  has 
been  seen  in  the  offing.  These  sand  heaps  have  a  considerable  intermixture 
of  mud,  probably  washed  off  the  land,  whilst  the  Polynia  Islands  lying- 
further  off  sliore  are  all  pure  gravel.  We  also  find  here  small  pieces  of  grey 
gniess.  On  this  little  patch  of  earth  I  found  the  jawbone  of  a  seal,  and  a 
few  very  small  pieces  of  much  decayed  wood. 

Nurnc/ro'as  hearings  taken  this  March. 


.'1 .  M.  0  bsei  •vatioi  ts. 


Chronu'iaeter, 
h.  m.  s. 

1  66  00 
r>6  44 

67  28 

68  08 
6!)  Oi 

2  00  00 
00  54 
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Teowp.  +25\°    Index  cor.  +  8'  25" 
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'12  40 
■16  iO 
20  20 
23  50 
28  40 
'U  20 
38  40 


Azimuth. 

h.  m.  s. 

2  i3  00 
H  45 
i6  00 
■18  00 
i9  30 
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30 
00 
45 
30 
00 
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Chronometer 


Noon  Observations. 

Temperature,  36^ 
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29°. 


r.M,  Started  at  seven  o'clock  for  an  islet  in  the  centre  of  a  deep  bay,  7.o.  p.m. 
round  which  tlie  land  rises  to  moderate  elevation ;  found  the  islet  to  be  an  Temperat 
oval  ridge  of  gravel,  its  longest  diameter  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile.  Its  most 
elevated  part  is  to  seaward  and  about  40  feet  high,  all  within  is  a  lagoon. 
Found  here  small  fragments  of  drift  wood,  no  tide  crack  or  ice  pressure. 

\7th  June. — x\fter  taking  bearings,  &c.,  here,  we  travelled  7  or  8  miles 
to  the  next  extreme  of  land,  on  rounding  which  we  saw  several  islands 
forming  a  chain  a  few  miles  off  shore  ;  these  keep  off  the  heavy  polar  pack, 
and  within  them  we  have  ordinary  old  floe,  but  having  much  less  snow  upon 
it  all  the  hummocks  being  bare.  I  have  remarked  that  wherever  the  pre- 
vaihng  winds  blow  off  shore,  the  ice  is  deeply  covered  with  snow,  and 
where  they  prevail  from  to-seaward,  as  appears  to  be  the  case  here,  the  ice 
is  swept  tolerably  free  from  it.  For  the  last  three  days  we  have  obtained 
almost  as  much  water  as  we  required  from  holes  in  the  ice,  it  is  sufficiently 
good  for  use,  although  it  certainly  does  taste  of  "the  moss,"  as  the 
men  express  it,  that  is,  it  has  a  soft  and  slightly  brackish  taste,  as  if 
seaweed  had  been  steeped  in  it.    Encamped  at  a  quarter  before  five  o'clock. 

The  land  is  of  a  more  considerable  height ;  in  some  places  a  mile  or  two  Encamped  is. 
inland,  it  maybe  150  feet  high;  and  the  sand-heaps  are  now  confined  to  the  J^g\™gh'ore^— '^w^^ 
depths  of  bays  and  inner  points  of  the  islands.  We  had  not  been  long  in 
our  bags  before  a  heavy  gale  came  on,  bringing  drift  and  thickly -falling 
snow  in  its  train. 

Bearings  at  encampment. 
The  last  extreme  point,  87°,  |  mile;  the  next  ditto,  213°,  2\  mAles;  last  extreme 
'poi/nt  to  right  tangent  of  chain  of  islands,  15°  43' ;  last  extreme  point  to  left  tangent 
of  ditto,  84°  20' ;  numerous  other  bearings  and  angles  taken. 

Courses  and  Distances. 
268°,  5|  miles;  225°,  10  miles;  267° 


Ih.Om.  a.m. 

AVest,  S  CO. 
Temperatare  28^" 


5h.  Om.  a.m. 

West,  4  c. 
Temperature,  (  28" 


Seventieth  March 
Travelled,  9^-  hours. 
Lunched,  ^. 


I  mile. 


5h.  O.m.  p.m. 
S.W.  8  o.s.z. 


i.m. 
feather. 


+  28. 


P.M.  The  weather  is  worse  if  possible,  we  cannot  advance  against  this 
gale  not  being  able  to  see  our  way,  nor  will  we  retreat  before  it.    It  is  very 
mortifying  to  be  thus  arrested  within  one  march  of  our  extreme,  and  to  be 
unable  to  get  a  glimpse  at  the  coast  beyond  that  which  we  have  actually  1!^;^°''^;^^;;^^^. 
walked  to ;  to-morrow  we  must  commence  our  retreat.  The  little  sledge  turned  Temperature, 
up  on  its  side  forms  the  weather  end  of  our  hurricane  house  ;  one  end  of  a 
ridge  pole  rests  upon  it,  the  other  end  on  my  compass  stand.  The  sledge's  sail  Retained  this  night  by 
thrown  over  this  affords  us  shelter  on  three  sides,  and  here  we  sit  anxiously 
watching  the  weather,  and  catching  in  our  spoons  the  drops  which  penetrate 
the  canvas.    On  this  sand-heap  there  are  many  small  fragments  of  decayed 
wood,  and  I  have  no  doubt  there  is  some  of  larger  size  and  more  recent  im- 
portation on  the  outer  islands,  but  now  of  course  hidden  by  snow. 
iSth  June.—  Towards  noon  the  weather  began  to  improve. 

Mean  of  Ohservations  for  variation. 
Chronometer,  a.ji.  lOh.  29m.  34s.  —  ^  58°  22'  

P.M.  I  had  intended  walking  a  few  miles  further,  but  the  weather  became  too 
thick,  so  we  reluctantly  commenced  our  return  at  half-past  six.  Left  a  cairn 
and  record  on  a  point  near  our  encampment,  then  crossed  overland  mto 
Satellite  Ba3\ 

\%th  Jvne. — Encamped  upon  the  south  end  of  the  island  near  our  posi- 
tion of  the  l6th,  at  a  quarter  to  six.  The  snow  has  become  very  soft  and 
sticky,  and  many  of  the  hummocks,  although  still  appearing  firm,  are  quite 
honeycombed  within,  so  that  one's  foot  sometimes  goes  down  as  much  as 
three  feet  before  it  treads  on  solid  ice.  We  have  had  a  very  fatiguing  journey. 
Water  is  easily  found  now. 

4  C  4 


Midnight. 
S.W.  6  o.s. 
Temperature,  29°. 


Gh.  20m.  p.m. 
W.N.W.  .'5  o.s. 
Temperature,  .33°. 


Oh.  30m.  a.m. 
Calm,  o.m. 

Gh.  Om.  p.m. 
N.E.  1  c. 

Temperature,  'iS- 


(  ) 


Rcvontv-fli'(*t  TSTiifch, 
Ti'avL'Ued,  ioi  liouvs, 
T.iiiu'tiiul,  4. 
!jir.;iuipetl, 
DistiuiCL'  1.3  niik'S. 
liuilding 
ciiirii  / 


hour. 


8h.  Om.  p.m. 
West,  2  o. 
Teniporatiire  3.';° 
Oh.  .30111.  a.m. 
W.  b.  S.  3  o.g.s. 
Temperatniv',  28°. 

8h.  Om.  a.m. 
W.S.AY.  .3  o.m.R. 
Tempevatnve,  3-1°. 

Seventy-second  March. 
Travelled,  1 1  j  hours. 
Lunched,  h. 
Encamped,  13^. 
Distance,  Hit  miles. 

Courses  and  distances. 
!)!l°       -       2^- miles. 
97°       -  .5 
57°       -       7  „ 
9I1.  Om.  p.m. 
S  W.  3  o  g  s. 
Temperature,  32°. 

3h.  30m.  a.m. 
S.S.AY.  3  o.c. 
Temperature  30°. 

Sh.  30m.  a.m. 
South,  3  c.m.s. 
Temperature,  35°. 

Seventy-third  March. 
Travelled,  lOi  hours. 
Lunched,  i-. 
Encamped,  13:'f. 
Distance,  IG  miles. 


9h.  30m.  p.m. 
S.S.15.  4  c. 
Temperature,  32-°. 


4h.  Om.  p.m. 
8.8.E.  3  c. 
Temperature,  31". 

8h.  Om.  a.m, 
Southerly,  2  o.g.m. 
Temperature,  37°. 

Seventy-fourth  March, 
'{'ravelled,  'J'i  hours. 
J.unched,  {. 
Encamped,  12.^ 
Jiiitance,  14  rriiles. 
Ice — rugg(jd  old  floe. 


On  landing  hero  I  was  surprised  to  find  mud  and  clay  instead  of  tlic  usual 
gravel  ridges,  and  still  more  so  at  finding  a  good  deal  of  moss  with  some 
grass.  Saw  six  brent  geese,  the  first  of  the  season,  one  of  them  was  shot; 
this  island  seems  to  be  a  favorite  haunt  of  tlieirs  ;  also  saw  a  sea  snipe,  found 
some  bones  of  a  deer  and  traecs  of  the  fox  and  lemming.  Several  small 
black  spiders  were  crawling  about. 

P.M.  Calm  and  dull  all  day ;  heard  the  pleasing  chirp  of  the  snow  bunting. 
Started  at  ten  minutes  past  eight  o'clock. 

20fh  J/nic. — Passed  oiu"  encampment  of  the  ]5tliat  seven  o'clock,  and 
encamped  at  eight  beside  the  cairn  ;  found  our  sm^all  depot  here.  Almost 
all  this  march  has  been  over  the  flat  land.  The  snow  is  as  soft  as  it  can 
be,  but  fortunately  the  dreaded  thaw  has  not  yet  commenced.  The  gravel 
ridges,  which  form  the  only  raised  portions  of  this  coast,  are  generally  lialf- 
moon  shaped,  convex,  and  highest  to  seaward  ;  they  rise  like  islets  to  40,  50, 
or  60  feet  above  the  surrounding  fiat  land.  On  looking  inland  from  one 
of  these,  one  sees  only  a  boundless  plain  of  snow,  with  here  and  there  a  dark 
patch  showing  :  to  seaward  the  shore  is  dotted  with  sand  or  mud  heaps, 
confusedly  mixed  with  masses  of  ice.  Saw  one  glaucous  and  two  ivory  gulls, 
and  the  tracks  of  two  lemmings.    Placed  a  record  in  the  cairn. 

p.:m.  Started  at  half-past  nine,  and  travelled  from  point  to  point  with  all 
speed. 

2lstJune. — After  lunch  we  were  obliged  to  keep  some  distance  out,  as 
all  the  indentations  of  the  coast  were  filled  with  broken-up  ice.  Landed 
and  encamped  at  half-past  eight. 

Here  I  saw  an  ivory  gull  seated  upon  her  nest  on  a  bare  patch  of  gravel 
near  the  beach ;  there  was  but  one  egg  in  it ;  the  nest  was  exactly  the  same 
as  those  examined  a  few  days  ago,  but  in  addition  to  the  moss  there  was  a 
little  white  down,  and  a  few  feathers  within  it. 

This  nest  had  served  for  former  seasons,  as  there  were  bleached  bones  of 
lemmings  strewed  about  it ;  there  were  also  fresh  pellets  consisting  of  their 
bones  and  hair,  proving  that  those  little  animals  are  preyed  upon  by  these 
gulls,  and  until  I  had  learned  this  fact  in  their  natural  history,  was  quite 
puzzled  as  to  wdiat  they  could  subsist  on  at  this  season.  Saxifragas  apposi- 
tifolia  grows  here ;  we  have  not  seen  it  to  the  northward. 

Four  ivory  gulls  and  a  snow^  bunting  Avere  seen. 

Bearings. 

Last  extreme  of  land,  i80°;  next  ditto,  356° ;  insJwre,  ^  mile. 
Courses  and  Distances. — 6°,  7\  miles;  Kortli,  Similes. 

P.M.  The  sun  has  reached  its  greatest  north  declination,  and  thawing 
has  just  commenced !  but  in  right  good  earnest ;  we  have  had  two  hours 
of  rather  smart  rain.  A  flock  of  geese  were  seen  passing  to  the  eastward. 
Started  at  a  quarter  before  ten. 

2'2d  June. — Rounded  the  bay  in  which  we  were  detained  by  a  north-west 
gale  on  the  10th.  Crossed  several  points  and  much  low^  land,  and  encamped 
at  eight  o'clock  upon  the  only  patch  of  ground  we  could  find  which  was 
not  made  boggy  by  the  thaw  ;  there  is  rather  too  much  water  now.  Caught 
a  lemming,  its  brown  summer  coat  was  perfect ;  saw  sevei  al  of  their  tracks 
on  the  snow,  and  footprints  of  geese  in  the  mud.  We  kept  on  the  land 
nearly  all  this  march,  the  snow  upon  the  ice  being  too  deep  and  wet  for  us. 
Here  we  And  a  scanty  growth  of  moss  in  favoured  situations.  Both  my 
men  have  badly  inflamed  eyes  from  snow-glare,  one  bright  day  would 
them 

j'.M.  Observations. 
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P.M.  Two  brent  geese  were  seen.  Started  at  half-past  eight.  We  continued  sh.  som.  p.m. 
over  the  land  for  two  hours,  then  commenced  travelling  round  the  great  •^mi^'afure,  33°. 
bay  crossed  upon  our  outward  journey. 

'I'M,  June. — We  crossed  some  of  the  little  bays,  but  were  obli{>'ed  to  go  2h.  30m.  a.m. 
round  most  of  the  numerous  indentations  of  tlie  coast-line.    Encamped  at  rempei'ature!'30'^. 
seven  o'clock,  after  a  very  disagreeable  night's  march,  latterly  against  a  7^.  om.  a.m. 
stronp-  wind  with  thick  snow,  v/hich  almost  blinded  us.    Here  in  the  depth  w.s.w.  6  o.g.s.  ^ 
of  the  bay  the  thaw  is  much  advanced;  there  are  considerable  pools  of  ^"^^g^J^^^^j^l^^^^ 

water  along  shore.  Travelled,  10  hours. 

The  land  is  tolerably  high,  and  of  a  very  dark  colour.    Saw  several  Eucamped^  is 
lemmings,  also  saw  two  glaucous  gulls  flying  to  the  Avestward.  Distance,  17  miles 

^  T  T\-  ±  Ice — old  floe. 

Courses  and  Distances. 

263°,  i^'inile;  277°,  4^  miles ;  271°,  2\ 'utiles;  285°,  2\  miles ;  200°,  1\mik; 

220°,  i  mile ;  330°,  i\  mile. 

P.M.  Started  at  eight  o'clock.    Waded  through  two  shallow  rivers,  then 
travelled  round  "  Torture  Cove,"  a  name  that  we  at  least  felt  it  deserved.    I  wesTriy,™  o.g. 
shall  not  easily  forget  this  night's  march  ;  although  perspiring  profusely  as  Temperature,  36° 
we  laboured  along  plunging  knee  deep  through  water  and  snow,  in  tolerably 
equal  proportions,  3-et  my  feet  were  most  painfully  cold ;  had  they  but  been  cain™c.m!"* 
numbed  I  should  not  have  felt  the  sharp  points  of  the  partially  thawed  ice  Temperature,  31°. 
(technicallj^  "needle-ice")  over  which  we  were  occasionally  obliged  to  pass. 

'2Ath  June. — Passed  throuffh  numerous  streams  runnina-  ofl'  the  land.  6I1.  30m.  a.m. 
At  half-past  six  encamped  upon  the  mud-heap  where  we  left  our  spare  clothing  Temperature°V3^^°. 
when  outward  bound,  it  is  now  surrounded  with  water.  Seventy-sixth  March. 

We  have  had  a  most  laborious  trying  march,  the  men  thoroughly  wet  by  Lunched%!° 
splashing  and  tumbling  down  in  the  water.    On  opening  the  gutta  percha  Encamped,  u. 
case  in  which  was  kept  the  only  dry  things  the  men  had, — namely  boot  hose  ^^^^ 
to  sleep  in — they  were  found  to  be  wet ;  this  was  a  disappointment  after  being 
nearly  eleven  hours  wet  and  walking  in  ice-cold  water.    During  the  last 
four  hours  there  was  a  thick  fog,  and  there  being  no  hummocks  along  the 
flat  muddy  coast-line,  which  as  well  as  the  ice  for  some  distance  out  was 
flooded  with  water,  we  could  scarcely  tell  how  to  travel. 

P.M.  24fli. 

For  Variation.  Bearings. 

li.  m.  s.  °    '  N.W.  extreme  of  land,  150° 

ii  27  30  <j>  34  30  JSiext  point       -       -   27,  1\mile, 

Qg  Courses  and  Distances. 

54  4Q  QQ.  345°,  2  miles  ;  8°,  1^  miles  ;  352°,  8  miles. 

35  00  42  30  ■  ■  ' 

P.M.  Three  king  ducks,  two  long-tailed  ducks,  and  two  brent  geese  seen  q^',^"™^^''™' 
flying  to  the  north-west.  Started  at  half-past  eight.  Travelled  alongside  Temperature,  35°. 
the  tide  crack  where  the  water,  having  drained  off,  left  level  ice.  The 
rapidity  with  which  both  snow  and  water  has  disappeared  is  quite  astonish- 
ing, the  shore  now  looks  as  if  the  tide  had  fallen  below  its  ordinary  level. 
Excepting  in  the  ra^'ines  and  a  few  discoloured  patches  here  and  there,  the 
land  may  be  said  to  be  cleared  of  snovr. 

2bth  June. — Reached  the  tent  and  party  at  half  an  hour  after  midnight ; 
found  them  all  well.  They  arrived  here  before  the  thaw  commenced,  and 
have  shot  two  deer  and  a  brent  goose.  All  round  this  great  bay  the  thaw  "'i-  om-  a-™- 
has  been  more  advanced  than  to  the  northward,  where  the  land  faces  the  Temperature,  32°. 
north-east ;  this  seems  owing  to  the  difference  of  aspect,  as  well  as  to  the 
land  itself,  which  is  tolerably  high,  with  dark  steep  slopes  to  the  eastward. 
Kitson  has  walked  some  miles  inland  and  reports  having  seen  recent  tracks 
of  deer  and  oxen,  and  one  ptarmigan,  the  only  one  seen  northward  of 
latitude  also  many  small  pieces  of  fossil  wood  such  as  I  picked  up  on 
some  hills  near  here.  The  two  deer  shot  were  small,  and  had  only  just  crossed 
over  from  Emerald  Isle.  Lemmings  are  so  numerous  that  the  men  amuse 
themselves  by  hunting  them.  I  picked  up  a  small  piece  of  drift  wood  this 
march,  and  found  a  very  similar  piece  here,  buried  in  the  surface  soil.  On 
splitting  or  rather  breaking  it  v\'ith  an  axe,  found  the  interior  to  resemble 
hard  stone,  the  same  in  colour  and  appearance  as  the  rounded  stones  we  dug 
up  with  it  in  building  our  cairn  here.  There  are  no  stones  on  the  surface,  %vhich 
HI.  4  D 
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Seventy-  seventh  March. 
Travelled,  4  hours. 
Encamped,  15. 
Distiinee,  8j  miles. 
Building  cairn,  4  hours, 


6h.  30m.  p.m. 
N.N.E.  2  b.c. 
Temperature,  28°. 
Midnight. 
N.N.E.  3  f. 
Temperature,  26i°. 
4h.  30m.  a.m. 
JSr.N.E.  1  f. 
Temperature  29^°. 

Seventy-eighth  March. 
Travelled,  9\  hours. 
Lunched,  -J. 
Encamped,  15f. 
Distance,  5  miles. 
Ice — noted  in  remarks. 


is  a  mixture;  ol'  clay  urul  gravel  :  JO  inches  below  the  surface  the  earth  con- 
tinues fro;^en.  liaised  a  large  rnrjund  of  earth  nine  feet  high  and  1 A  feet  at  the 
base  ;  left  in  it  a  record,  and  small  chart  of  recent  Arctic  discoveries.  I  named 
this  point  after  "  Henry  (iiddy,"  Ijoatsvvain's  mate,  whose  cheerfulness  and 
zeal  was  most  conspicuous  during  the  last  "  .Satellite"  journey  of  1 1  days. 
This  man  cut  his  thuinl)  very  deeply  last  night,  and  when  1  accidentally 
found  it  out,  he  told  me  "  it  wasn't  a  very  ugly  cut,"  and  that  he  had  "  cut 
"  a  piece  off  it  once  before."  I  had  to  insist  upon  his  carefully  tying 
up  the  remainder  of  this  mutilated  thumb. 

Bearings. 

The  Redoubt,  292°  ;  last  point,  i09°,  f  mile ;  extremeeof  EmeroM  Isle,  i2°  ot/nd  26°. 

P.M.  Sifjlds,  25ih. 
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P.M.  Snow  fell  throughout  the  day,  but  the  weather  now  is  beautiful. 
Started  across  the  strait  at  a  quarter  before  seven,  for  Emerald  Isle  ;  we 
have  ten  days'  provisions  to  last  us  to  Depot  Island,  and  we  leave  this  low 
uninteresting  shore  without  a  particle  of  regret.  Soon  found  the  floe  to  be 
exactly  in  the  condition  we  expected,  the  snow  upon  it  partially  thawed, 
about  knee  deep,  and  the  lower  six  inches  saturated  with  water ;  our 
progress  therefore  was  extremely  slow.  The  men  worked  uncommonly  weU, 
so  that  by  frequent  "  standing  pulls"  and  occasionally  "  digging  out"  they 
got  the  sledge  along  about  two-thirds  of  a  mile  in  an  hour.  A  thick  fog 
came  on  shortly  after  starting,  and  continued  throughout  the  march. 

26i^/i  June. — Encamped  at  half-past  four  this  morning.  We  have  traversed 
over  different  sorts  of  ice,  rugged  old  floe  pieces  in  some  places  and 
packed  ice  in  others.  Saw  a  skua  gull  flying  to  the  westward,  and  tracks 
of  lemmings  as  usual  in  all  directions. 

Green's  log,  whilst  detached  from  me  between  the  1.5th  and  24th  inst., 
contains  the  following  records  of  facts. 

Started  on  the  evening  of  the  15th  before  a  strong  fair  wind  with  tent 
hoisted  as  a  sail ;  travelled  ten  hours,  made  !  8  miles,  built  a  cairn,  left  a 
six-day  depot  for  "  Satellite"  at  the  appointed  place. 

1  ^th. — Same  fair  wind,  made  the  same  distance,  keeping  about  a  mile  off  shore. 

1  "ith. — Strong  contrary  wind,  made  seven  miles ;  and,  being  uncertain  about 
the  course  across  the  great  bay,  encamped  after  travelling  for  seven  hours. 

\'$>th. — Calm  and  clear  ;  had  travelled  considerably  out  of  the  way  last 
March  ;  travelled  nearly  twelve  hours  direct  for  the  clothes  depot,  and 
made  about  1 2  miles  ;  the  thaw  rapidly  altering  the  state  of  the  floe. 

\^t]i. — Travelled  for  ten  hours,  made  11  miles,  nearly  reached  the  pro- 
vision depot,  and  picked  up  the  clothes  in  passing. 

^ZiUli. — Reached  the  depot,  removed  it  to  Point  Giddy  and  encamped 
there  ;  made  about  5  miles. 

2 l.y/f. — Remained  quiet. 

22r/.— Removed  nearer  to  the  point,  and  sent  men  out  to  shoot. 
236/.— Two  small  reindeer  and  a  goose  were  shot. 

Nooih  OhservaLions,  20th.  .June. 
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P.M.  For  Time. 

TemperaUiTe,  32° 
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Journal  of 
Commander  M'Clintock. 


j0  to  Redoubt,  11h.  42m.  30s. ;  angle,  56°  41'  30"  ;  index  correction,  +  8'  50' 
Redoubt  to  right  tangent  of  Melville  Island,  95°  20' 

„  „  to  right  tangent  of  Emerald  Isle,  11°  54' 

Right  tangent  to  left  tangent  Emerald  Isle      -       -       -       -       -    28  34 
„  refracted  land     -       -       -       -       -       -       -    31  20 


Temperature  31°. 
6h.  30m.  a.m. 
Northeily  3  c. 
Temperature,  36°. 

Seventy-ninth  March, 
Travelled,  9^  miles. 
Lunched,  \. 
Encamped,  13. 
Di.stance,  8  miles. 
Ice — as  yesterday. 


Started  at  81i.  20m.  this  evening.  sh.  .•=om  pm 

At  midnight  the  sun  was  nearly  ten  degrees  high ;  there  was  strong  Northerly,  i  kc. 
refraction,  and  we  saAv  some  distant  land  in  the  north-east,  with  three  con-  n^'^om^pm' 
spicuous  hills :  the  redoubt  is  occasionally  lifted  up  by  the  mirage,  so  as  to  n.w.  i  b.c 
appear  like  a  very  tall  tower.    Melville  Island  is  in  sight. 
2Tth  June. — Encamped  at  half-past  six. 

We  arc  only  one-third  of  a  mile  off  shore,  but  the  floe  continues  to  be 
almost  impassable,  and  the  men  are  too  tired  to  reach  it. 

This  land  is  of  the  same  description  as  that  we  have  left ;  it  is  dark 
coloured,  and  rises  with  gentle  slopes  as  it  recedes  from  the  sea.  I  can  see 
three  deer  upon  the  hills. 

Midnight,  26th  June, 
Meridian  altitude  of  ©,  9°  49'  30" ;  index  cor.,  +  8'  50"  ;  height  of  the  eye, 
5  feet ;  temperature,  31°.  . 

Bearings. 

Left  extreme  of  Melville  Island,  347°.  At  2h.  30m.  a.m.,  the  angle  betiveen  the 
redoubt  and  right  extreme  of  Melville  Island,  both  being  very  strongly  refracted, 
42°  20'. 

At  Encampm.ent,  27th  June. 
The  extreme  of  elevated  land,  before  taken  as  the  true  extremes,  2°  and  61° ;  the 
true  extrerifies  of  the  island  are  88°  and  311° ;  redoubt,  251°. 
Mean  of  sights  for  variation,  time,  12h.  13m.  30s.  —  (p  134°  O' 
Course  and  distance,  25°,  8  miles. 


7h.  30m.  p.m. 
Northerly,  2  b.c. 
Temperature  33. 


Ih.  30m  am. 
Northerly,  1  b.c. 
Temperature,  33° 

6h.  30m.  a.m. 
N.W.  2  c. 


P.M.  Started  at  twenty  minutes  to  eight,  landed,  built  a  cairn  and 
left  a  record  in  it,  then  proceeded  along  shore  to  the  southward. 

28th  June. — -Up  to  four  o'clock  our  travelling  along  shore  was  good ;  it 
then  became  extremely  difficult.  We  encamped  in  the  depth  of  a  bay  at 
half-past  six.  Where  we  landed  last  evening  we  found  the  snow  upon  the 
laud  tolerably  firm,  the  water  being  confined  in  pools  and  hollow  places; 
but  as  we  advanced  round  the  island,  gaining  a  more  southern  aspect,  the 
snow  became  softer,  and  the  water  much  more  plentiful  than  was  at  all  Temperature,  39^'. 
agreeable.  Here  the  shores  are  covered  with  a  mixture  of  snow  and  water 
knee-deep :  the  island  is  of  rich  dark  clay  ;  there  is  here  all  the  ordinary 
varieties  of  Arctic  vegetation,  but  moss  abundantly  predominates.  Eightieth  March. 

Saw  six  deer ;  some  of  them  approached  me  without  fear  when  without  JuncSji!** 
my  gun  and  away  from  the  party,  therefore  I  imao-ine  wolves  are  strangers  Encamped,  i3|. 
to  tnem,  and  that  here  they  enjoy  peace  as  well  as  plenty  ;  we  also  saw  a 
seal  and  a  few  skua  gulls,  and  red  phalaropes.    Some  dead  lemmings  were 
found  upon  the  snow  along  the  shore :  they  appear  to  have  died  of  exhaus- 
tion after  crossing  the  strait. 

-  P.M.  Observations. 

Index  cor.  +  9'  10"       'Temp.  38° 
Chronometer.  O  Azimuth. 


Distance,  1 4  miles. 
Ice  as  usual. 
Bnilding  cairn,  hour. 


h.  m. 


49  9 

50  13 

51  15 

52  08 

53  00 


65  30  00 
24  50 
19  50 
15  30 
11  00 


h.  m.  s. 

7  56  45 
57  40 
59  00 

8  00  15 
01  50 


0  277  00 

276  30 

276  30 

276  00 

275  30 


311°,  2h  miles 
•'52°,  I  mite  ;  54% 


•  4°  1^ 
2  miles. 


Courses  and  Distances, 
mile;  325°,  1\  mile;  26"" 
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/|  mile;  28°, 


3\ 


miles  ; 
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8li.  30m. 
Westerly,  2  c. 
Teiiipci'iiture,  35" 


3h.  Om.  a.m. 
North.  3  o.m. 
Temperature,  32°. 


8li.  Om.  a.m. 
West.  2  o.s. 
Temperature,  SC. 

Eighty-first  March. 
Travelled,  3^  hours. 
Lunched,  — . 
Encamped,  19t. 
Distance,  3  miles. 
Building  cairn,  1  hour. 
Wallied,  9  5  miles. 


Course  North. 
Distance  2\  miles. 


7h.  30m.  p.m. 
N.N.E.  3  cm. 

Temperature,  33'. 

]SI)dnight. 
N.  3  o.m. 

Temperature,  28i°. 

Sh.  a.m. 
West.  2  f. 
Temperature,  34°. 

Eighty-second  March. 
Travelled,  8-^  hours. 
Lunched,  i^- 
Encamped,  14. 
Distance,  6  miles. 
Ice — very  rugged. 


Course  319.° 

6h.  30m.  p.m. 
N.W.  4,  o.m.s. 

Temperature,  33° 

Midnight. 
West.  3  o.c. 
Temperature,  20i°. 

4h.  30m.  a.m. 
W.S.W.  6.C, 

Temperature,  291". 

Eighty-tliird  March. 
Travelled,  9^  hours. 
JiUnclied,  A. 
]Oncamped,  14,'. 
J>jstaiice,  .')  miles. 
Ice — noted  in  I'emarks. 

Cowrse  3i2°. 

Ch.  30m.  p.m. 
W.S.W.  C  c. 
Temp.  3.')° 

Oh.  30m.  a.m. 
W.S.W.  C  era. 
'I'emp.  31". 
4h.  a.m. 
W.  f,  b,c. 
Toirii).  33". 

Kighty  fourth  March. 
Travclli'd,  Hfj  L. 
LuricLKxl,  i. 


P.M.  Started  at  twenty  iniimtcs  tc;  nine ;  travelling  along  sliore  being 
(juite  iin])ractical)le  we  ascended  the  land,  and  slioi'tly  before  eleven  o'eloek 
erossed  the  \)o\ut  of  the  bay.  Here  there  was  no  longer  any  eontinuous 
snow  upon  the  land,  so  wc  struggled  through  deep  sludge  along  the  water- 
eourses  for  some  time,  but  at  length  were  stopped  altogetlier  by  a  swift 
and  deep  stream ;  wc  encamped  upon  its  bank  at  midnight. 

2^tJi  June. — I  proceeded  Avith  three  men  to  ford  the  river,  intending  to 
walk  to  the  next  point  distant  four  miles,  and  there  bury  a  record  under 
a  cairn  ;  we  couhl  not  make  much  progress  on  the  land,  for  the  stiff'  reten- 
tive clay  resembled  a  ploughed  field  after  an  unusual  deluge  of  rain ;  we 
found  the  sledge  upon  the  floe,  although  very  deep,  yet  less  tenacious  and 
fatiguing.  We  effected  our  object,  left  a  cairn  five  feet  high  upon  the 
highest  part  of  a  ridge,  about  twenty-five  feet  above  the  sea,  and  30!) 
yards  from  it .;  under  the  cairn  is  a  record  and  a  chart  of  recent  Arctic  dis- 
coveries ;  took  bearings  and  returned  to  the  tent  after  a  walk  of  nearly 
10  miles,  at  a  quarter  to  seven  o'clock.  Saw  four  deer  this  night,  one  of 
them  Avas  quite  lame ;  as  usual  a  lemming  and  two  or  three  skua  gulls 
were  seen,  but  traces  of  the  fox  and  ptarmigan  are  very  rare.  All  the  pro- 
jections along  this  shore  are  mud,  and  are  pressed  up  into  little  heaps  ;  ice 
pressure  is  much  more  apparent  here  than  on  the  west  side  of  the  island. 
There  is  one  huge  hummock  here  about  fifteen  feet  high,  which  probably 
drifted  in  from  the  north-east. 

Bearings  at  Encamioraeid. 

N.W.  extreme,  2/4°;  nearest  point  on  Melville  Island,  3/9°;  Cairn  Point,  56°; 
at  cairn,  next  extreme,  47°;  distomt  fi  miles  ;  centre  of  a,  Idll,  6/°;  de'ptli  of  last 
hay,  /37\ 

P.M.  Thick  mist  with  either  snow  or  rain  all  day.  Started  across  the 
strait  for  the  nearest  point  of  Melville  Island  at  half-past  seven.  The 
grand  thaw  is  now  well  advanced  and  progresses  rapidly.  The  ice  is  now  in 
its  worst  state  for  travelling  over,  there  are  numerous  large  pools  of  water 
on  it,  but  fortunatel}^  now  firm  crusts  of  new  ice  form  upon  them  at  night. 

?)^th  June. — A  very  thick  fog ;  encamped  at  20  minutes  before  five  o'clock. 
The  men  work  very  hard  to  cross  this  strait,  for  the  seventh  and  last  time, 
They  have  evidently  lost  flesh,  but  I  cannot  perceive  any  diminution  of 
strength.  Our  appetites  continue  surprisingly  good ;  as  a  proof,  the  last  two 
reindeer  were  devoured  in  five  meals  ! !  but  they  were  v/retchedl}^  thin  and 
not  full  grown.  W e  use  two  pounds  of  stearine  and  one  and  a  half  pints  of 
alcohol  for  cooking  in  two  days,  a.nd  this  boils  our  chocolate  for  breakfast 
and  warms  the  pemmican  both  for  breakfast  and  supper. 

Bearing,  rigid  tangent  of  Emerald  Isle  106°. 

P.M.  Started  at  6h.  40ra.  the  land  occasionallj^  in  sight. 

\st  Juki. — E]icamped  at  half-past  four.  We  have  passed  over  different  sorts 
of  ice  ;  in  one  place  amongst  some  large  hummocks  we  found  the  snow  very 
deep  and  could  onl}'  get  along  by  digging  the  sledge  out  of  it  at  every 
dozen  yards.  We  are  unanimous  in  considering  this  the  coldest,  shortest, 
most  fatiguing,  and  most  cheerless  march  we  have  ever  had;  ice-cold 
wnter,  wet  clothes,  and.  a  strong  head  wind,  when  combined  with  our 
miserably  slow  progress,  wc  feel  to  be  quite  an  equivalent  for  fifty  degrees 
difference  of  temperature  :  it  will  be  recollected  that  when  we  passed  here 
al)out  two  months  ago  the  temperature  was  nearly  as  much  below  zero  as 
it  is  now  above  it.    Nothing  seen. 


P.M.    Started  at  10  minutes  to  seven  o'clock,  and  reached  Cleverly 
Point  just  before  midnight. 

2</  Juli). — We  now  travelled  along  shore,  where  the  ice  by  the  tide 
crack  was  tolerably  well  drained.  Before  wc  reached  the  shore  the  pools  of 
water  wci'c  so  deep  and  cold,  and  the  strong  winds  so  keen,  that  the  men 
were  o])iiged  to  halt  occasionally  upon  a  dry  patch  of  ice,  to  rim  about  and 
warm  their  hands  and  feet ;  floe  travelling  is  now  almost  constantly  through  ^ 
>va,tcr. 

J<jncain[)cd  at  four  o'clock  about  three  miles  from  Depot  Island.  One  , 
seal,  one  glaucous  gull,  two  skua  gulls,  two  king  ducks,  a  few  i)halaropes, 
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and  five  dead  lemmings  were  seen  ;  the  latter  were  upon  the  ice  outside  a  Encamp,  isj, 
continuous  lane  of  water  which  runs  along  the  shore.  Distance,  ii  m^Uvs. 

At  Encmnpmcnt.  To  Point  Cleverly  300^ 

Mean  of  Observations  for  Variation.  ,  miles  from  thencz 

Chronometer.  Bearings.  ^^^^^ 

h.  m.  s.  cj) 

9  29  15    73°  30'.  Extreme  of  long  spit    -  328°. 

Tangents  of  Depot  Island  327°,  339°. 
Right  bluff  of  Orassy  Cape  land,  21\°.     Visible  extreme,  25°. 

P.M.  Started  at  a  quarter  past  seven ;  reached  Depot  Island  and  picked  711.0111.  p.m. 
up  our  provisions  at  a  quarter  past  nine.    Found  there  Mr.De  Bray's  cairn  Temp.^32°. 
and  record  dated  6th  May,  added  our  record  to  it  and  increased  the  size  of 
the  cairn.   Found  a  good  deal  of  grass  on  the  island,  and  the  purple 
saxifrage  abundantly  in  flower. 

?>d  July. —  After  leaving  the  island  we  travelled  along  the  land  over 
tolerably  good  ice.  At  three  o'clock  we  had  some  little  delay  in  passing 
the  mouth  of  a  river,  which  though  wide  and  rapid  is  but  shallow,  as  the 
mushroom-shaped  masses  of  ice  grounded  in  it  sufficiently  indicate.  Off  its  Ih.  50m.  a.m 
mouth  we  lost  sight  of  the  stream  amongst  what  appeared  to  be  extensive 
sand  banks,  but  upon  examination  proved  to  be  only  a  thin  covering  of 
sand  left  upon  the  ice  by  the  first  and  highest  overflow  of  the  river ;  since 
then  it  has  fallen  considerably  below  the  ice,  and  now  noiselessly  gliding 
along  disappears  beneath  it.  All  along  this  shore  numerous  tiny  streamlets 
discharge  themselves  into  the  tide  cracks,  those  which  run  off  the  ice  being 
as  clear  as  crystal,  whilst  the  ones  from  the  land  are  of  a  rich  dark  chocolate 
colour. 

Encamped  at  six  o'clock.    Not  only  upon  Depot  Island,  but  here  also,  6h.  om.  a.m. 
there  is  abundance  of  moss  and  grass,  and  lemmings  are  proportionably  ^^'"'^3^3™' 
numerous.    I  saw  here  a  small  plant  which  we  have  not  met  with  since  '^"^^ 
leaving  Disco  Island  in  latitude  69°  N.  ;  and  the  Arctic  willow,  Avhich  we 
have  not  met  with  upon  the  lands  recently  visited  to  the  north,  grows  here. 
During  this  march  we  have  seen  a  few  lemmings,  glaucous  and  skua  gulls, 
one  ptarmigan,  two  seals  and  four  deer.     Alongshore  we  have  found 
good  travelling,  but  in  crossing  the  bays  we  have  had  to  go  through 
continuous  pools  of  water. 

We  met  with  some  vesicular  ice  this  morninff ;  it  resembled  an  aga-reo-ation      Eighty-fifth  March, 

Tr3,v  11  d  8^  li 

of  thermometer  stems  from  two  to  six  inches  in  length  ;  their  vertical  columns  Lunched,'*-  ' 
were  extremely  regular,  and  although  so  minute,  yet  forcibly  recalled  the  Encamp,  isi. 
"Giant's  Causeway"  to  one's  recollection.    We  had  two  days' provisions  EemoTin'g^dep6tri  h. 
remaining  last  night  when  we  picked  up  our.  six-day  depot.    Shaw  has 
strained  his  ancle,  and  Warne  has  a  stiff  knee.    The  ice  described  above 
has  I  believe  been  brought  into  that  state  by  rain,  and  is  termed  "  needle- 
ice"  by  Canadian  voyagers. 

At  Encampment. 
A.M.  3rd,  for  Time.    Index  correction  +  8'  55".    Temperature,  33°. 
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Bearings. 

Noon  Observations,  Temperature,  41°.            Last  extreme  of  land    -  136° 

Last  point  of  deep  bay  -  140 

The  next  point             -  53 

Next  extreme        -       -  69 
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Courses  and  distances. 
330° ,  3  miles  ;  270°,  i  mile. 
Then  from  Depot  Island, 
317°,  51  miles  ;  316°,  6  miles. 


P.M.  We  have  had  a  most  beautiful  warm  day.  Started  at  ten  minutes  s^E^s^iTc 
past  seven,  crossed  a  pretty  little  cove,  and  travelled  along  under  high  land  I'emp.  35° . 
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.Journal  of 
OoiiiniiindLT  M'Clint'ii'k. 


2h.  Om.  a.m. 
S.S.W.  (i  b.c. 
Temp.  42". 


9h.  Om.  a.m. 
S  S.AV.  6  b.c. 
Temp.  51°. 


Eighty-sixth  March. 

Travelled,  3h. 
Lunched,  — 
Encmp.  17h. 
Distance,  5  miles. 
Procuring  meat,  5h. 


8h.  Om.  p.m. 

Southerly,  6  c. 
Temp.  43°. 


2h.  15m.  a.m. 
Northerly,  1  o.r. 
Temp.  32^ 


6h.  40m.  a.m. 
W.N.W.  4  o.s. 
Temp.  31°. 


Eighty- seventh  March. 
TraveHcd,  lOh. 
Lunched,  ^h. 
Encmp.  145. 
Distance,  13  miles. 


'.lii.  20m.  p.m- 
N.  W.  3  b.c. 
'r<;mp.  35". 


wilJi  rich  mossy  slopes.  Ptarmigan  appeared  numeroas,  and  I  l)egai)  to 
try  how  many  I  could  shoot ;  but  at  a  quarter  past  ten,  when  I  had  killed 
l)ut  four  of  them,  three  inusk  bulls  and  a  reindeer  were  seen  at  some 
distance  inland.  Being  desirous  of  giving  the  men  a  little  rest  (which  two 
of  them  were  much  in  want  of),  and  also  of  adthng  fresh  meat  to  our  stock 
of  provisions,  I  ordered  the  tent  to  l)e  pitched,  and  leaving  the  lame  men  to 
complete  this  operation,  set  off  with  the  rest.  Two  of  tlic  bulls  were  whot ; 
the  second  (me  we  were  obliged  to  kill  to  prevent  accidentf-,  as  he  seemed 
determined  to  be  mischievous.  The  third  one  still  stood  by  his  fallen  friends, 
and  was  at  length  driven  off  for  a  couple  of  hundred  yards,  but  not  until 
he  had  been  well  pelted  with  clods,  and  hit  several  times  upon  the  nose. 
This  animal  remained  watching  the  dismemberment  of  his  brethren,  and  only 
went  off  when  that  business  was  so  far  completed  that  they  were  no  longer 
recognizable.  The  reindeer  would  not  let  us  approach  within  200  or  300 
yards.  Saw  six  or  eight  king  ducks  on  the  fresh  water  ponds,  and  shot 
two  of  them.  Lemmings,  ptarmigan,  and  skua  gulls  have  now  become 
common  ;  I  saw  a  family  of  drowned  lemmings  which  a  rapid  had  carried 
down,  having  probably  flooded  their  burrows  ;  the  young  ones  were  as  large 
as  mice. 

There  is  abundance  of  sorrel  with  leaves  of  this  year.  The  little  butter- 
cup, purple  saxifrage,  and  a  white  drabae  are  in  flower;  the  saxifraga 
flagellaris  is  just  bursting  out.  The  hill  tops  are  almost  barren  and  quite 
dry,  but  all  the  rest  of  the  land  is  saturated  with  wet,  and  covered  with 
mosses  and  all  the  common  plants  as  abundantly  as  about  Bridport  Inlet. 
There  is  very  little  snow  left  on  the  land,  and  scarcely  any  on  the  ice. 

Courses  and  Distances. 
53"  '- 
48 

At  Encampment.    Extremes  of  Land,  i59°  and  8-i 


2^  miles. 


Ath  July — P.M.  It  has  been  blowing  a  heavy  south  gale.  Started  at 
a  quarter  past  eight.  Found  several  dead  flies  on  the  ice,  probably  blown 
off  by  the  gale  ;  there  were  only  two  sorts  of  them,  and  these,  together  with 
a  few  small  black  spiders  and  one  lively  little  worm  about  an  inch  in  length, 
are  all  the  insects  that  I  have  yet  seen. 

bth  July. — Our  midnight  halts  for  lunch  are  always  disagreeable.  At 
the  commencement  of  this  journey  we  had  to  keep  moving  about  to  prevent 
our  feet  being  f.  ost-bitten,  whilst  we  got  through  a  few  mouthfuls  of  frozen 
bacon  as  dexterously  as  we  could  with  huge  mitts  on.  At  this  season  we 
have  also  to  keep  moving  to  prevent  our  feet  getting  benumbed,  which 
they  are  alw  iys  inclined  to  do  after  walking  for  hours  through  the  ice-cold 
water ;  and  just  now  our  upper  garments  which  have  escaped  the  splashing 
are  saturated  by  four  hoars'  rain.  Under  all  circumstances  we  have  one 
unfailing  comfort,  and  that  is  the  welcome  "  drop  of  grog,"  which  consti- 
tutes the  only  enjoyable  part  of  our  nightly  luncheons. 

At  .fn.  40m.  rounded  Grassy  Cape;  found  there  Mr.  De  Bray's  cairn  and 
record,  dated  8th  Tviay.  Encamped  at  6h.  40m.  _  We  have  travelled  close 
aloiif,'  a  low  shore  all  this  march.  In  the  interior  there  is  a  lofty  range  of 
hills;  nearer  the  coast  the  land  is  of  moderate  elevation,  and  from  it  low 
points  run  a  long  way  out.  A  brent  goose  was  seen  ;  a  very  small  piece  of 
rotten  drift  wood  found ;  two  shrimps,  and  the  vertebrti;  of  two  fish  of  the 
cod  species,  about  15  inches  in  length,  were  picked  up  on  the  ice.  The 
ice  is  deeply  channelled  by  the  water  lodged  upon  it,  and  is  veiy  slippery. 
When  crossing  over  it  from  point  to  point  nearly  three-fourths  of  the 
distance  lies  through  pools  oF  water. 

Bearings.    Last  extreme,  I<i0'\  I  mile;  Next  ditto,  'IO°,Utmile. 

P.M.  Our  rest  here  has  been  uncomfortable,  as  we  have  had  nine  hours 
snowing  after  six  lioiu's  of  rain ;  also  some  of  the  spare  clothes  and 
sleeping  bags  were  wet  by  the  sledge's  splashing  through  the  deep  channels 
of  water ;  and  the  tent,  moreover,  not  being  impervious  to  rain,  has  been 
dripping  on  us. 

Much  im|)i()ved  v/eath(;r  when  we  started  at  Oh.  20m.  Found  the 
ti'avelling  good. 
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July. — Encamped  at  8  o'clock,  shortly  after  rounding  Flat  Point.       2h.  30iii.  a.rn. 

We  have  kept  close  along  shore  all  this  march.    The  land  is  scantily  'g^o^' 
clothed  with  moss,  and  has  a  pleasing  appearance.  ^ 

The  range  of  lofty  hills  almost  meets  the  coast  a  few  miles  farther  sh.  om.  a.m. 
south;  its  elevation  ran2;-es  between  800  and  1,100  feet.    Seven  or  eiffht  ^"arhWe,  i  b. c. 
seals,  a  few  skua  gulls,  phalaropes,  and  brent  geese  have  been  seen,  and 
two  of  the  latter  shot. 

Shaw  and  Warn  have  got  the  better  of  their  ailments,  but  John  Hieeles      Eio-hty-ei°-hth  March, 
has  very  sore  feet  and  a  violent  pain  in  his  right  side,  occasioned,  he  thinks,  Travelled  lojh, 
by  dragging.    There  is  no  probability  of  his  being  able  to  work  at  the  Lunched,'i. 

sledge  any  more.  "  DSeJuimHes, 

At  Encampment. 
Very  misty.    Temperature  40°.    Index  cor.  -\-8'  55" 

A.M.  for  Time.  For  Variation, 

h.   m.     s.                    O  h.  m.  s. 

7    27    /5    •            61°  53'  40"        7    38  15  </>     8°  45' 

28  33               62    01  20               40  35  8  30 

29  i8   05  30               42  iO  7  30 

43     45  7  30 

49    35  7  00 

Bearings.    Hillock  Point,  i 2°.    Long  Point,  136°. 


Noon  Ohservations.    Very  misty.     Tern,perature  37°  ^. 

Bearings  taken  on  Long  Point  at  ih.  40.  a.m. 

Extreme  of  Grassy  Cape  -       -  -194° 
'The  bluff  over  Grassy  Gape        -  -196 
Left  tangent  of  its  table  land    -       -  206 
The  point  called   "  Next  Extreme," 

seen  from  last  encampment        -  200 


h. 

m. 

s. 

10 

34 

15 

—    72°  30' 

50 

37 

00 

31 

50 

39 

35 

31 

50 

43 

20 

32 

10 

45 

00 

32 

20 

48 

00 

31 

50 

50 

15 

31 

30 

54 

00 

30 

80 

P.M.    Our  supper  this  morning  cleared  off  all  our  "  small  game,"  namely  ^^j^^™^ 
two  geese,  two  ducks,  and  four  ptarmigan;  _yet  to  fill  up  the  kettle  we  Temp.  35°. 
added  sundry  large  slices  of  musi  ox  beef.    The  men  say  they  would  be 
ashamed  to  devour  the  same  amount  of  meat  at  home,  even  if' it  was  louiherV^bc 
possible  for  them  to  do  so.    Started  at  9  o'clock.  Temp.  35°. 

7th  July. — Having  very  good  ice  alongshore,  we  made  very  fair  progress, 
sounding  Hillock  Point  at  half  past  one.    Here  I  picked  up  a  few  fossil  8h.  Om.  a.m. 
shells,  which  appear  to  have  been  shoved  up  by  the  ice  along  with  light  ^^^^ 
grey-coloured  sand.    The  pretty  little  plant  parryia  grows  abundantly  here  ; 
its  lilac  floAver  is  now  in  full  bloom.    Saw  19  oxen  in  one  herd  ;  of  these  five      Eighty-ninth  iMarch. 
were  calves.    Entered  M'Cormick's  Inlet  at  half  past  five,  and  encamped  at  TraveUed,  10 ih. 
eight  o'clock.   Saw  five  reindeer  here,  and  during  the  march  a  few  ptarmigan,  Encamp '  lii 
glaucous,  and  skua  gulls,  and  several  brent  geese ;  one  of  the  latter  was  Distance,  21  miles, 
shot.    Kitson  is  lame  from  severe  rheumatic  pains  in  the  left  leg. 

Bearings  at  5h.  25m.  a.m.  on  the  N.  W.  point  of  M'Gormick  Inlet. 

North  extreme,  174° ;  Hillock  Point,  186° ;  next  point  {reached  at  Oh.  20m.  a.  m.), 
343° ;  Middle  Point  (which  is  our  south  extreme),  354° ;  last  of  the  W.N.W.  range 
of  hills,  265°. 

Bearings  at  Encampment.  -  ^ 

Next  point  up  the  inlet,  '?-1i°,  1  mile;  second  point,  245°,  3  miles  ;  head  of  the 
inlet,  250°,  about  8  miles ;  right  tomgt..  Middle  Island,  269°,  2\  miles ;  left  tangt. 
{middle  point),  28°;  last  of  the  W.N.W.  range,  225°. 

A.M.  for  Time.  0  For  Variation. 


h.  m,  s. 

7  38  00 

38  46 

39  31 

40  28 


13  10 
17  40 
21  30 
27  10 


h.  m.  s. 
7  20  00 
21  00 

21  30 

22  00 
22  45 


(j)   11  00 

10  30 

10  30 

10  15 

10  00 


Tem/p.  43°. 

Index  Corr.  +  8'  55 


P.M.  As  the  land  called  "  Middle  Point  "  appeared  to  be  an  island,  I  lOh.  Om.  p.m. 
started  alone  to  explore  its  inner  extreme  at  lOh.  p.m.,  sending  the  sledge  ^emp^'.sg'^^ 
round  its  outer  point. 

4  D  4 
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Hfli,  July. — Asccj'tuiiicd  ilia'  it  was  uii  island,  and  tliat  there  were  two 
511  r)om.  a.m.  sniallc'i'  OUCH  fai'tlicr  up  the  inlet.    Kejoined  the  sledge  at  three  o'cloek,  after 

Temp!';!^^' a  walk  of  12  miles.    We  then  erossed  over  to  Ca{)e  P'isher,  and  enearnpcd 

close  to  our  de])6t  at  half  past  five  o'clock.  This  provision  depot  had  recently 
been  carried  on  from  Point  Nias  by  I^ieutenant  Pin).  Picked  up  a  few  rather 
large  imivalve  shells  and  the  head  of  a  fish  resembling  a  haddock.  The 
ice  was  extremely  rugged  and  slippery,  except  where  there  has  Ijcen  an 
overflow  and  subsequent  drainage  as  along  the  tide  crack,  and  tljerc  it  has 
Ninetieth  March,  bceii  thawcd  dowH  In  sucli  a  manner  as  to  leave  the  surface  a  closely-packed 

Lmil'hed''/^'  scrics  of  poiuts,  ovcr  which  it  is  painful  to  walk  in  our  single-soled  and  well 

Encamp.' 123.  soakcd  boots.    llaiu  lias  fallen  without  ccssation  all  this  marcli.    i'Vnir  deer, 

Distance,  12  miles.  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^^^^  ^  i^^^  gccsc  wcrc  sccn.    Middle  Island  is  almost  barren ;  a  dark 

hard  rock  traversed  by  veins  of  quartz  underlies  the  ordinary  sandstone,  but 
is  exposed  in  the  sides  of  ravines,  &c. 

Bearings  at  eiwrni/pment 

R'u/ht  tanf/t.  of  Middle  Island,  1 74".  No  astronomical  ohservoMons  vjere 
obtained.  The  beariiirjs  of  /loh/fs  a/nd  islands  in  the  inlet  are  too  numerous  to 
insert. 


9h.  om.  p.m.  Y.m.  The  weather  cleared  up  at  noon,  having  rained  for  the  previous  14 

Temp.  37°.  hours.    Thls  rain,  together  with  continual  splashing  through  pools  of  water, 

completed  our  ducking  most  effectually.  Having  almost  everything  wet,  I 
determined  to  stop  here  a  day  to  dry  and  mend  clothes  and  rest  the  men, 
delay  being  no  longer  a  matter  of  consequence.  This  is  the  first  day  we 
have  halted  when  the  weather  admitted  of  travelling  for  95  consecutive 
days.  Hieelesand  Kitson  arc  both  in  want  of  some  such  relief;  the  former 
chafed  the  skin  off  both  his  heels  a  fortnight  ago,  and  the  constant  wet  and 
walking  has  made  them  very  obstinate  sores.  The  latter  suffers  from 
rheumatic  pains,  which  commence  when  he  gets  warm  in  his  bag,  and 
prevent  his  sleeping.  We  found  the  depot  rum  to  be  two  pints  and  a  half 
short  in  quantity,  and  the  cask  having  been  left  on  its  end,  rain  had  lodged 
there,  penetrated,  and  wet  some  of  the  "  dry  provender  "  (as  they  call  the 
biscuits)  ;  the  preserved  meat  also  was  mouldy.  At  11  o'clock  I  set  off  to 
explore  the  inlet,  take  angles,  &c.,  but  was  driven  back  by  rain  and  thick 
mist.    At  three  o'clock  on  the  morning  of 

SE  °i"''  ^''^^  Jidy,  the  weather  spoiled  my  "  angling,"  but  not  my  "  sport,"  as  I  shot 

Temp.  38°.  a  reindeer,  and  saw  five  others  and  nine  or  ten  oxen.    These  animals  were 

all  moving  southwards  along  the  coast.  I  ascertained  that  Cape  Fisher  is 
almost  an  island ;  found  several  plants  in  flower,  including  sax.  flagellaris  and 
appositifolia,  a  ranunculus,  parryia,  and  the  common  poppy.  Saw  the  skeleton 
of  an  ox  upon  a  very  barren  hill;  its  flesh  and  skin  had  long  since  vanished, 
Encamped  for  rest,  24h.         and  the  bones  were  bleached  by  time,  but  the  thickly  matted  hair  and  wool 

still  lay  strewed  about,  and  through  it  a  rich  crop  of  fresh  green  grass  had 
sprung  up,  in  strong  contrast  with  the  ordinary  vegetation.  About  here, 
and  as  far  as  Hillock  Point,  the  land  is  but  scantily  clothed. 

Bearing  of  east  'point  of  Middle  Island,  from  encampment  on  Gape  Fisher, 
■174° ;  left'  tangt.  of  Sabine  Land,  70° ;  land  seen  at  short  intervals  to  the 
right  as  far  as  16°.  The  bearings,  with  estimated  distances,  taken  up  M'Cormich's 
Inlet,  are  very  numerous  and  unimportant. 

ch.  Om.  p.m.  P.M.  A  frcsli  wcst  wiud  has  sprung  up,  and  the  rain  has  ceased.    We  have 

raised  a  substantial  cairn  to  six  feet  in  height ;  in  the  centre  of  it  is  a  large 
cask  filled  with  earth,  and  having-  a  staff  standing  in  it.  Our  record,  secured 
in  a  gutta  ])ercha  case  within  a  tin  one,  is  buried  in  the  cask. 

r'roni  this  cairn  on  the  summit  of  Cape  Fisher  we  coidd  see  the  opposite 
land  about  Cape  Mudge  bearing  l^^.N.F.    Started  at  a  quarter  past  six ; 
followed  close  along  the  shore,  rounding  numerous  little  muddy  points. 
111.  Om.  n.m.  ]()///  Julij. — Fncamped  at  half-past  five  upon  the  ice,  not  being  able  to 

Temlrar.'  land,  as  the  wafer  along  shore  is  continuous.    We  have  passed  only  two 

places  this  march  where  landing  could  be  effected  without  wading  at  least 
waist  dec]).    All  the  ice^vithin  (he  tide  crack  has  disappeared,  therefore  our 
travelling  has  been  over  the  old  luiiiimocky  floe.    There  is,  however,  much 
di.  Om,  ii.ni.  less  water  on  it  now,  since  numerous  holes  have  thawed  through,  but  attention 

Temp'^o'  where  one  steps  has  on  this  account  become  very  necessary. 
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For  the  last  few  days  we  have  noticed  a  regular  rise  and  fall  of  the  tides.  Journal  of 

This  morning  it  was  high  water  at  about  half-past  two  ;  rise  of  tide  two  feet  Commander^i'Ciintock. 
and  a  half  nearly.    Drainage  off  the  land  has  greatly  decreased,  but  is  still 
quite  enough  to  keep  the  surface  of  the  water  along  shore  fresh. 

Hieeles  and  Kit  son  are  niuch  the  better  for  their  day's  rest,  but  the  former 
continues  unable  to  work.  Saw  a  few  small  flocks  of  geese,  one  flock  of 
eight  male  king  ducks,  also  one  seal,  and  twenty  reindeer  in  three  herds. 

The  highest  land  upon  the  peninsula  of  Cape  Fisher  is  200  feet,  south      Nmety-first  March, 
of  it  the  land  is  low,  and  here  it  is  very  low.    Far  in  the  interior  we  can  Travelled  io,v  h. 
seethe  "  blue  hills  "  of  Sir  Edward  Parry,  stretching  away  to  the  north-west  Encamp^' /fh. 
towards  the  head  of  M'Cormick's  Inlet.    We  have  had  three  hours'  Distance,  le^  miles. 

Detained  by  weather,  Gh. 

A.3L,  Observations.  iOth. 
0  Index  corr.  8°  55",  Temp.  37°. 

For  Time.  For  Variation, 

k.  m.  s.           o    t  t,  g 

5  23  17            47  43  20  4  33  00   0  52°  0' 

24  12               49  50  34  45       51  30 

25  7  56  50  36  45  51  00 
25  58  48  03  20  39  30  51  00 
25  52                 9  50  41  00       50  00 


snowmg. 


Bearings  at  3h.  10m.  a.m.  Cape  Fisher,  151°.  Tmvelled  to  encampment  from 
thence,  305°,  5|  miles. 

At  encampment,  last  extrerae,  125°,  5|  miles.  Next  extreme,  312°,  1  mile.  East 
extreme  of  land  {Point  Nias)  ?  low  and  distant,  25°. 

P.M.  At  2  o'clock  it  began  to  blow,  snow  and  rain  ;  from  four  until  seven  it  7^.  om.  pm. 
blew  afurious  gale.  With  both  these  most  disagreeable  accompaniments,  we  are     h.  w.  7  o.r.s  m. 
anxiously  awaiting  some  mitigation  in  our  favour  that  we  may  move  on;  the 
more  so  as,  under  existing  circumstances,  we  are  far  from  being  at  ease. 
The  tent  of  necessity  is  pitched  on  the  top  of  a  hummock  fully  exposed  to 
the  eale,  the  flood  has  encroached  all  round  it,  and  heavy  rain  comes  pelting:      _  ,  „  , 

,      o    .  '  MP  ,  ji  1  n  Ivinety-second  March 

down  m  large  drops  which  easily  lorce  an  entrance  through  our  well-\vorn  Travelled,  e^h. 
tent,  so  that  we  are  all  to  a  certain  degree  moist.    If  the  prospect  vrithin  is  Encam'l'd~i4-i-h 
cheerless,  that  without  wears  a  most  g-loomy  and  threatening  aspect ;  thick  Dhv^ce,  13  miles, 
mist  veils  the  land,  and  the  narrow  limits  of  the  lane  of  water  which, 
although  scarcely  80  yards  wide,  now  resembles  a  dark  angry  sea,  beating 
against  the  ice  and  sending  its  sprays  above  our  tent ;  and  the  ice,  being- 
very  much  flooded  by  the  rain,  looks  twice  as  blue  and  cold  as  usual :  it 
would  be  rather  awkward  for  us  if  it  broke  up  just  now.  N.'k  w.  7  c. 

nth  July. — The  rain  having  ceased,  we  started  at  half  an  hour  after  mid-  Temp.  314°. 
night,  but  showers  occasionally  fell  for  five  hours  a,fterwards.  Encamped 
upon  the  ice  at  seven  o'clock.  We  could  not  have  landed,  without  swimming 
from  40  to  100  yards,  at  any  time  this  march.  Close  along  its  edge  the  ice 
is  well  drained,  but  its  surface  has  been  deeply  farrowed  by  the  water  which 
has  drained  off.  Saw  a  brent  goose  with  three  young  ones,  also  many  deer.  K  b.'w^rc. 
I  counted  thirty  together,  but  think  there  were  many  more.  Temp.  34°. 

Bearings  at  encampment.    Lastp>oint,  183°,  2  miles;  next  pioint,  45°,  1  \  mile  ; 
north  west  extreme,  151°;  east  extreme,  60°;  outer,  islet  88°. 

P.M.  We  commenced  our  march  at  nine  o'clock  along  a  tolerably  straight 
coast  for  Point  Nias,  which  came  in  sight  after  passing  inside  of  two  little  EasteHyy  rf 
islets.  Temp-  32°. 

12th  July. — Encamped  upon  Point  Nias  at  4.40  a.m.,  found  our  "  two 
day "  depot  safe,  also  Sir  E.  Parry's  parchment  record,  which  Lieutenant 
Pirn's  party  had  dug  up  from  beneath  the  monument,  after  several  hours' 
labour ;  the  following  is  a  copy,  retaining  the  same  number  of  words  in 
each  line  : 

This  was  deposited  in  the  Month 
of  June  1820,  by  a  party  belonging 
to  His  Brittannic  Majesty's  Ships 
Hecla  and  Griper, 
which  wintered  in  a  Harbour  of 
this  Island  in  Lat'^^  74°  47'  15"  Long.  110°  47'  W. 
Edward  Sabine.  1819-20.  ^  ^^^^^^ 
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3  h.  0  m.  A.M. 
N.N.W.  2  o.c. 
Temp.  33°. 


a  h.  0  m.  A.M. 
North,  2  o.c. 
Temp.  32°. 


Ninety-third  March. 

Travelled  7  h. 
Lunched,  ^  li. 
Encamped,  12^h. 
Distance,  13  miles. 
Rebuilding  monument,  2^  h. 


7  h.  0  m.  I'.M. 
Calm,  c.  37". 


1  h.  30"in.  A.M 
N.W.  1  o.m. 
'I'oinp.  32'^ 


G  li.  0  m.  A.M. 
N.W.  1  in.o. 
Tenip.  32'-'. 


Nincty-f'ourtli  March, 

'I'l  ttvelled  (<  )i, 
J^iuuchcd,  — . 


In  this  record,  as  in  the  others  of  Sir  E.  Parry's  which  I  have  seen,  the 
word  "Britannic"  is  spelt  according  to  the  custom  at  that  period.  I  carefully 
secured  this  record,  together  with  one  of  this  expedition,  and  a  small  chart 
of  recent  discoveries,  positions  of  ships,  provisions,  &c.,  in  a  tin  case  within 
a  small  cask,  and  placed  it  in  the  centre  of  the  monument,  which  we  rehuiit. 

I'he  land  travelled  along  this  march  is  very  low,  stony,  and  barren,  nothing 
seen  except  a  skaa  gull,  and  a  brent  goose.  The  chaimel  between  the  land 
and  ice  is  neither  so  deep  or  wide  as  heretofore ;  we  could  have  waded  on 
shore  m  several  places,  or  walked  on  shore  dry  upon  the  north-west  side  of 
Point  Nias.  I  believe  this  striking  change  is  owing  to  its  northern  and 
western  aspect,  whilst  the  shore  travelled  along  on  the  two  previous  marches 
faces  the  cast ;  a  south-east  aspect  appears  to  be  the  most  favourable  for 
warmth  and  vegetation.  We  found  the  ice  less  rugged  than  hitherto,  and 
lying  against  the  shore  without  any  indication  of  pressure.  It  was  low 
water  at  half-past  ten  last  night,  rise  and  fall  of  tide  is  scarcely  2^  fieet, 
A  few  dead  fish  were  seen  on  the  ice ;  they  appear  to  be  the  same  species  of 
small  cod  which  abounds  on  the  shores  of  South  Greenland,  the  largest 
we  saw  measured  26  inches  long.  I  was  highly  gratified  at  finding  the 
site  of  Sir  E,  Parry's  encampment  when  here  in  June  1821.  It  is  close  to 
the  beach,  and  very  near  our  own.  We  recognized  it  by  the  stones  arranged 
for  keeping  down  the  sides  of  the  tent ;  a  few  large  ones  were  placed 
within  as  if  they  had  served  for  seats  or  pillows.  We  picked  up  several 
pieces  of  white-line,  rope-yarn,  and  wood ;  and  whilst  engaged  in  picking 
up  these,  the  men  made  a  still  further  and  more  startling  discovery — the 
narrow-rimmed  wheels  of  Sir  E.  Parry's  cart  have  left  tracks  which  are 
still  wonderfully  distinct  in  the  soft  wet  earth,  thinly  coated  with  moss  ! ! 
In  one  place  these  cart  tracks  are  continuous  for  30  yards,  and  they 
are  also  very  distinct  where  the  cart,  having  come  from  the  eastward 
turned  up  to  the  encampment.  I  measured  the  distance  between  the  tracks 
in  several  places ;  it  varies  an  inch  owing  to  the  play  of  the  wheels,  but  the 
average  distance  from  centre  to  centre  is  five  feet  eight  inches  and  a  half. 
No  lichens  have  grown  upon  the  upturned  stones,  and  even  their  deep  beds 
in  the  soil  where  they  had  rested  ere  Parry's  men  removed  them,  are 
generally  distinct ;  in  two  or  three  cases  the  form  is  still  so  perfect  that  we 
recognized  at  a  glance  the  stone  to  which  each  belonged.  The  astonishing 
freshness  of  these  traces  after  a  lapse  of  33  years,  compel  us  to  assign  a 
very  considerable  antiquity  to  the  circles  of  stones  and  other  Esquimaux 
remains  which  we  find  sparingly  strewed  along  the  southern  shores  of  the 
"  Parry  Group,"  since  they  are  always  moss-covered  and  often  indistinct. 
Point  Nias,  ^ 2th  July,  P.M.       Index  correction  +  8'  50".    Temjx  3  7°. 
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P.M.  Left  Point  Nias  at  half-past  seven.  The  thaw  has  now  proceeded 
so  far  that  sledge  travelling  is  difficult  and  uncertain. 

13;!///  Juhj. — Halted  for  lunch  at  half-past  one,  and  finding  Hiccles  unwell 
we  encamped  for  the  day.  Tliis  man's  affliction  arose  from  spasmodic  con- 
traction of  the  passage  from  the  bladder.  He  had  been  aware  of  it  for  the 
last  six  hours,  but  would  not  make  it  known  lest  we  should  stop  our  march 
upon  his  account.  Twelve  more  long  hours  elapsed  before  it  jDleased  God  to 
aflbrd  him  any  relief  from  the  intense  agony  which  he  suffered  :  during  this 
time  1  had  my  full  share  of  anxiety,  and  felt  most  truly  grateful  that  his 
life  was  spared.  My  treatment  consisted  in  warm  fomentations  and  frequent 
doses  of  wine  of  opium,  having  the  man  so  enveloped  in  furs  as  to  be  kept 
in  a  profuse;  perspiration  ;  1  also  encouraged  him  to  smoke  between  the 
paroxysms  of  pain. 

Altogether  he  took  315  drops  of  wine  of  opium,  which  overcame  his  spas- 
modic disease  but  left  the  man  (luitc  exhausted,  confused,  and  sleepy,  yet 
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perfectly  conscious  of  and  grateful  for  his  providential  deliverance.  Through-  Encamped,  15^  h. 

out  this  trying  period,  whilst  we  were  in  anxious  suspense  concerning  him,  ^g^^^^g^'^f  ^^^ness  4  h 

his  heroic  fortitude  and  patient  Christian  demeanour  excited  the  admiration  of   ^  ^      ^  siciness,  4^ 

all.    In  the  evening  he  was  able  to  take  some  tea  and  biscuit,  so  we  prepared 

to  march.    A  few  geese  only  have  been  seen.    The  w^eather  has  been  foggy 

all  day.    At  half-past  nine  we  started,  having  Hiccles  on  the  sledge.    "l       oh.  so m.  p.m. 

scarcely  knew  which  of  us  felt  most  dehghted  at  being  again  able  to  push  Caim,  cm. 

forward ;  as  the  leader  of  the  party,  all  the  trials,  cares,  the  hopes  and  fears  ' 

of  the  last  hundred  days  seemed  to  me  as  nothing  in  comparison  to  my 

anxiety  as  the  doctor  of  it  for  the  last  18  hours. 

14th  July. — Landed  at  three  o'clock  in  the  shallowest  place  we  could      sh.  om.  a.m. 
find,  and  about  three  quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  cart  and  depot,  which  we         ^  c-m. 
found  all  sale. 

By  half-past  seven  all  the  things  were  carried  up  to  it  and  we  encamped.  As 
Hiccles  says  he  feels  very  queer  after  his  physicking,  I  gave  him  some  aromatic 
spirit  and  aperient  medicine.    All  the  snow  is  off  the  land  except  on  the       7h. som  am. 
sides  of  ravines.    Nothing  seen  except  five  brent  geese  and  a  glaucous  gull.  ^  k.  3  b.c. 
Built  a  conspicuous  stone  cairn  here,  of  seven  feet  altitude  and  base;  within  "^^^p- ^i"- 
it  is  the  usual  record  in  a  gutta  percha  case  within  a  tin  one  :  we  also  left 
a  record  in  an  earthen  jar  beside  the  cairn.  Ninety-fifth  March. 

Two  of  my  compass  needles  have  become  quite  useless  ;  and  the  spare  Travelled,  7^  h. 
needle  without  a  card,  which  I  always  use  for  obtaining  the  variation,  has  Encamp'ed!  i'4h. 

latterly  become  sluggish.  Distance,  ll  mlies. 

For  Time,  a.m.,  i4th.    Index  correction  +  9'  00".    Temperature  41'^. 
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Building  a  cairn,  2  h. 


Foon,  14th. 

Index  correction  +  9'  00". 
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P.M.    Started  at  half-past  nine.    Soon  found  that  the  earth  was  too  soft       0  h.  30  m.  P.M. 
for  our  laden  cart,  so  advanced  with  one  half  the  baggage  at  a  time ;  the  '^^tf' 
cart  wheels  are  only  three  feet  in  diameter,  and  their  rims  are  narrow. 

I5th  July. — Having  reached  the  slope  of  the  nearest  hills,  over  which  we 
must  cross,  I  found  it  necessary  to  leave  behind  us  our  sledge,  blanket  bags, 
and  spare  provisions,  in  all  amounting  to  550  lbs.  weight.  Souths  c^°™' 

These  things  were  securely  lashed  upon  the  sledge  and  covered  with  a  Temp.  4h° 
macintosh.  From  the  sledge  the  cairn  bears  N.  143°  W.  by  compass,  distant 
fths  of  a  mile.  With  great  labour  we  crossed  the  hills  and  encamped  upon 
their  southern  slope  at  half-past  six.    Hiccles  felt  very  queer  he  says  all 
this  march.  His  system  appears  to  be  deranged;  he  requires  rest  and  a  regular     ,  6  h.  ao m.  a.m. 
course  of  skilful  treatment ;  I  gave  him  a  sleeping  draught  and  more  aperient  Tei^'.^4i\*'' 
medicine. 

Shaw  has  a  very  sore  toe,  which  is  the  cause  of  an  inflamed  foot  and  acute 
pains  up  the  leg.  Kitson  has  a  rheumatic  knee  and  a  sore  heel.  After 
attending  to  the  sick,  and  revolving  over  our  prospects,  I  determined  to 

4  E  2 
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Journal  of 
Commander  M'Clintock 

Ninety-sixth  Marcli. 

Travelled,  7i  h. 
Lunched,  i  h. 
Encamped  12  A  h. 
Distance  2\  miles. 
Depositing  sledge,  &c.  1  h. 


8  h.  I'M.  1 5th. 
S.E.  7  o.m.r. 
Temp.  41°. 

1  h.  0  m.  A.M. 
S.E.  7  o.m.r.  3Gi°. 

6  h.  0  m.  A.M. 
S.E.  4  o.ra.d. 
Temp.  38°. 

Encamped  for  rest,  24  h. 

6  h.  0  m.  P.M. 
W.S.W.  7  c.p. 


1  h.  30  m.  A.M. 
W.S.W.  5  c. 
Temp.  33°. 


Ninety-seventh  March. 

Travelled,  9ih. 
Lunched,  ^  h. 
Encamped  11  h. 
Distance,  17  miles 

5  h.  30  m.  A.M. 
AV.S.W.  2  o.m.d. 
Temp.  34°. 

Noon. 
N.W.-ly  2  m.o. 
Temp.  46°. 

4  h.  0  m.  r.M. 
Northerly  1  h.c. 
Temp.  42°. 


1 0  h.  .'50  m.  r.M. 
Calm,  h.c.m. 
Temp.  42°. 

Ninety-eighth  March. 
Travelled,  '.)\  h. 
Lunclied,  §  h. 
JOncamped,  !)h. 
Jiistance,  18  miles. 

2  h.  30  m.  A.M. 
Easterly,  lo.m.f. 
'J'emj).  .'j;j°. 


rest  here  for  one  day,  and  then,  taking  only  our  knapsacks,  packed  with 
three  days'  provisions  and  a  change  of"  stockings,  proceed  for  tlie  ship. 

Altliongh  we  have  only  advanced  2j  miles  this  march,  yet  another  such 
one  would  knock  up  most  of  my  party  ;  the  cart  was  continually  sticking 
fast  in  the  mud. 

The  whole  country  inland  of  us  looks  still  more  flooded  and  boggy.  I'his 
state  of  the  land  was  not  anticipated  ;  from  its  sandy  character  1  supposed 
the  water  would  have  been  drained  off  ere  this — the  middle  of  July — quite 
overlooking  the  very  important  fact  that  it  is  the  surface  soil  alone  Avhich 
ever  thaws  ;  hence  there  is  no  escape  for  the  dissolved  snows  except  hy 
evaporation  and  by  ravines  discharging  into  the  sea. 

I6th  July. — A.M.  Blowing  weather  with  I'requent  showers.  The  men  say 
there  must  be  some  mistake,  since  neither  snow  nor  rain  fell  yesterday.  We 
certainly  have  had  a  vast  deal  of  rain,  snov/,  fog,  and  wind  since  the  com- 
mencement of  the  thaw.  Shaw's  foot  is  much  easier ;  he  can  put  it  to  the 
ground  and  M^alk  slowly  without  pain.    Remained  encamped  this  day. 

P.M.  Packed  knapsacks  for  the  march.  Our  remaining  provisions,  clothes, 
tent,  and  equipment  were  packed  upon  the  cart,  to  be  sent  for  at  a  future 
period  if  circumstances  permit.  Started  at  seven  o'clock ;  thin  drizzling 
rain.  Shaw  gets  along  with  the  aid  of  a  stick,  but  the  loose  stones  on  the 
hill  tops  hurt  his  foot.  Green  has  a  rheumatic  leg,  which  he  can  scarcely 
pull  out  of  the  soft  mud  in  the  hollows  ;  all  the  others  get  along  without 
difficulty. 

\7th  July. — Waded  across  a  rapid  river  in  Separation  Ravine,  and 
encamped  at  5h.  20m.  a.m.  The  country  is  saturated  with  water: 
with  the  exception  of  some  very  scanty  lichens  growing  upon  the  stones, 
we  saw  no  vegetation  to  the  north  of  the  Stony  Hills. 

Took  off  our  knapsacks,  put  on  dry  stockings,  had  supper  and  laid  down 
to  rest ;  we  found  it  too  cold  to  sleep.    Nothing  seen  this  march. 

Noon.  Temperature  rose  to  46°,  yet  the  weather  being  dull  and  raw  M-e 
felt  itcold,  since  we  were  lying  upon  wet  sand,  and  in  clothes  which 
had  been  rained  upon  during  our  march. 

P.M.  We  were  all  up  long  before  breakfast ;  started  at  4h.  20m.  The 
evening  became  bright  and  beautiful ;  we  crossed  the  plain  to  Crooked 
Ravine  in  an  hour  and  a  half.  This  plain  is  well  drained  and  the  ground 
hard,  but  vegetation  is  still  very  scanty.  So  bright  and  powerful  is  the  sun 
that  we  find  the  weather  too  warm  for  "  heavy  marching  order."  When 
approaching  the  Southern  Hills  at  nine  o'clock,  we  found  vegetation 
becoming  abundant,  and  saw  five  deer.  For  the  next  two  hours  we  saw 
great  numbers  of  small  gnats,  but  after  that  they  all  disappeared.  Reached 
the  lake,  and  lunched  at  half-past  10. 

18th  July. — Encamped  upon  the  north  shore  of  Bridport  Inlet  at  two 
o'clock.  Since  we  came  down  to  the  inlet  we  have  seen  two  hares,  several 
brent  geese  and  glaucous  gulls,  a  bunting,  and  a  tern  ;  the  latter  is  the  first 
we  have  seen.  Buntings  were  rarely  met  with  upon  the  lands  we  have 
vis 'ted. 


Ninety-ninth  March. 

Travelled,  .0  li. 
Oiii'ance.  9  miles. 


After  having  obtained  four  hours'  rest  here,  we  breakfasted,  and  pro- 
ceeded for  the  ship  at  seven  o'clock.  All  along  the  shore  there  is  a  wide 
deep  lane  of  water,  except  at  the  extreme  of  North-east  Bluff,  from 
which  we  were  able  to  strike  off  for  Dealey  Island. 

Reached  tlie  ships  at  noon,  -where  we  were  received  by  Captains  Kellctt 
!md  M'(!liii'e,  !i,nd  the  oflicers  of  both  our  ships  and  of  the  "Investigator." 

Ill  concIuHioii,  it  is  necessary  to  offer  some  remarks  upon  this  long 
ioiii  iicy,  in  ord(;r  that  Its  Icjiding  fentiires  may  be  clearly  understood,  and 
the;  great  cxerlioiiH  ol'  my  piirly  fairly  estimated.  First  then  I  must  observe, 
lhat  nearly  three-fourthH  ol'  llic  time  was  occu])ied  by  discovery,  crossing 
and  re-crossing  chainiels,  and  amongst  islands,  where  a  want  of  pre\'i()us 
kiiowk'dge  of  their  geogra,])liy  generally  comju'lled  us  to  carry  on  the 
whole  of  our  provisions.  Secondly,  owing  to  the  numerous  other  impor- 
tant i  f)Utcs  of  search,  the  number  of  men  allotted  to  each  was  so  liniited, 
that  we  were  obliged  to  travel  with  niucli  heavier  loads  than  has  ever 
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before  been  attempted.  When  leaving  Point  Nias  on  the  15th  April,  my  Journal  of 

two  sledges,  manned  by  18  of  the  "  Intrepid's  "  crew,  were  laden  with  CommanderM-ciintock. 
weights  amounting  to  253lbs.  for  each  man ;  and  as  this  was  the  whole 
effective  force  of  the  ship,  no  selection  for  special  service  could  be  made. 
And  lastly,  the  almost  continual  bad  travelling  not  only  impeded  our  pro- 
gress, but  rendered  the  journey  a  series  of  most  laborious  efforts  for  the 
whole  period  of  105  days  ;  the  ice  was  uniformly  old,  and  with  a  very 
rugged  surface,  and  the  snow  deep.  We  crossed  Melville  Island  at 
the  outset  with  great  labour ;  on  our  return  we  found  it  impracti- 
cable for  either  cart  or  sledge,  and  were  obliged  to  abandon  our  entire 
equipment. 

These  facts  speak  more  for  the  men  than  any  praise  of  mine,  showing, 
as  they  do,  the  necessity  for  high  physical  attainments  and  strong  mental 
resolve  to  endure  cheerfully  the  necessary  hardships,  in  order  to  triumph 
over  the  natural  obstacles  to  so  great  an  undertaking.  Where  all  do  well  it 
is  difficult  to  particularize,  but  George  Green,  quarter-master,  captain  of  the 
sledge,  deserves  mention  for  his  careful  management  of  the  provisions,  and 
for  the  manner  he  acquitted  himself  when  detached  by  me  on  three  occasions 
to  conduct  a  separate  search.  Until  the  last  fortnight  the  health  of  the  men 
continued  excellent,  but  after  that  some  of  them  began  to  fail,  and  for  their 
sakes  I  feft  deeply  grateful  for  His  providential  care,  when  I  saw  them  once 
more  within  reach  of  medical  aid.  We  enjoyed  a  total  exemption  from 
accidents,  and  were  most  fortunate  in  obtaining  game,  which  enabled  us  to 
remain  out  ten  days  longer  than  I  otherwise  could  have  done  ;  but  no  fuel 
of  any  kind  could  be  got. 

In  proportion  to  our  efforts,  have  we  shared  in  the  disappointment 
common  to  all  who  have  sought  after  Sir  John  Franklin ;  with  the  solitary 
exception  of  the  record  and  traces  of  Sir  Edward  Parry,  at  Point  Nias, 
nothing  has  been  found  which  could  lead  one  to  suppose  that  the  shores  we 
have  searched  had  ever  been  visited  by  human  beings. 

r.  L.  M'Clintock, 
Commander  H.M.S.  "Intrepid." 


Abstract. 

105  days  absent.    1,030  geograpliical  miles  travelled  in  99  marches. 

860  "6  lirs.  travelled.    14U3  hrs.  rested.    44) '3  hrs.  lunched. 

167  "2  hrs.  detained  by  weathei".    49'  1  hrs.  about  cairns,  depots,  &c. 

Average  distance  marched     -  -  -  -  ]0'4  geog.  miles. 

Average  time  marched  -  -  -  -    8 '  7  hrs. 

Average  time  marched  when  not  delayed  by  cairns,  "I       .  ^  -^^^ 

depots,  or  procuring  game  -  '       "  J 

Walking  examination  of  bays,  inlets,  islets,  &c.         -      62 "  5  geog.  miles. 

Travelled  by  the  sledge  whilst  detached         -  -    118'  „ 

Tlie  whole  distance  accomplished       -  -  -  1210*6  „ 

The  whole  distance  accomplished       -  -  -  1 408 '    stat.  miles. 

Extent  of  coast  discovered  and  searched,  commencing  ")     t^^o  •  -i 
^       T)  •  X  Ai-  r     768     geog.  miles, 

from  Point  IMias  -  -  -       -  j 

Cairns  built  and  records  deposited     -  -  -  22  in  number. 


Table  of  Astronomical  Observations. 
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53 
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At  Point  Nias, 

12 
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38 
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*  Stopped.    Fresh  eiTor  and  rate. 


f  Good. 


Comparison  of  297  Observations  on  the  Temperature,  taken  simultaneously,  upon 
this  Journey  and  at  Dealy  Island.  1853. 


H.M.  Sledge  "  Star  of  the  North." 


Dates. 


From 


April  12th 
21st 
May  3d 
10th 
June  Ist 
6th 
12th 
16th 
24th 
July  Ist 
9th 


To. 


April  21st 

May  3(1 
10th 
31&t 

June  6th 
12th 
16  til 
24th 

July  1st 
6th 
15  th 


Latitudes. 


From. 


75  30 

76  00 

75  30 

76  00 

76  30 

77  00 
77  30 
77  30 
77  00 
76  30 
76  00 


To. 


76  0 

76  30 

76  00 

76  30 

77  GO 
77  30 
77  45 
77  00 
76  30 
76  00 
75  30 


Mean  of 
Temperatures. 


-  4-17 

-  2'74 
+  2'05 
+  16-53 
+  24*90 
+  23-47 
+  28-91 
+  32-32 
+  32-17 
+  36-38 
+  36-31 


Dealy  Island. 


74°  .56'  N. 
Mean  of 
Temperatures. 


-  1-58 
+  3-73 
+  10*20 
+  18-14 
+  26*90 
+  28*00 
+  31-77 
+  34*71 
+  36*02 
+  37*24 
+  35*14 


Number  of 
Observations. 


24 
43 
24 
63 
19 
16 
18 
22 
21 
17 
29 


Remarks. 


-  +51° 


The  higliost  tomperatnr((  ro|riHtered  w;>h 

at  jioon  of  tli(!  4Ui  Jul}',  wind  S.  IC. 
The  loweHt  t(!iii])nr;itun)  wiis    ..  -  -  - 

at  6.  I'.M.  of  tlic,  I6U1  April,  wind  N.W. 
Tlie  moan  temjx'-raturo  tlirou^liout  was 
A  iid  Uio  riui^o  of  t(Mn|)er'al,un',  was     .  _  - 

Oil  the  411)  IVIjiy,  iiX    Ih.  -'tOiii.  A.m.  (calm  clear  nky) 

tompiT.'d/iiro  fell  i-o         _  .  -  - 

On  till)  19th  IVl.ay,  at  2h.  I'.M.,  i(,  roue  (.0 

F.  li.  M'Clinto(Ik,  (jomraander, 

And  in  eliai'^ro  of  the  party. 


24 

+  :I8'50 
75 

18 
+  46 
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Game  ,  List. 


Musk  Oxen. 

Reindeer. 

Hares  seen  and 
shot. 

Seals  seen. 

Gulls  seen. 

Brent  Geese. 

Ducks. 

Ptarmigan. 

o 

Seen. 

Shot. 

! 

Seen. 

o 

■M 

<v 

GJ 

CO 

o 

d 

OJ 
Q) 

o 

m 

On  Melville  Island,  between  the  4th  April  and  13th  May. 

2 

59 

2 

29  1 

1 

- 

-  1 

-  1 

I  - 

9 

16 

Again,  on  Melville  Island,  between  the  1st  and  19th  Jul}-. 

2 

30 

1 

74  1 

- 

15  1 

34  1 

3  1 

107 

2 

1  18 

4 

12 

On  Prince  Patrick's 

Island,  between  14th  May  and  80th  June, 

3 

5 

8  1 

2  1 

12  1 

2  1 

20 

5 

9 

37 

On  Emerald  Island,  between  the  26th  and  30th  June. 

- 

13  1 

-  1 

1  1 

7  1 

-  1 

- 

- 

Total  amount  of  Animals  met  witli. 

7 

94 

8 

124 

2 

18 

53 

1 

5 

127 

2 

23 

22 

65 

Journnal  of 
Commander  M'Clintock. 


Remarks. 

No  traces  whatever  of  bears  were  seen.  A  few  wolf  tracks  were  seen,  but  only 
on  Melville  Island.  No  traces  of  oxen,  deer,  foxes,  or  ptarmigan  were  met  with 
north  of  the  77th  parallel,  except  in  one  instance,  wliere  a  decayed  bone  of  a  deer 
and  traces  of  a  fox  were  found.  Up  to  77  N.  fox-tracks  were  frequently  seen  ; 
although  we  never  saw  the  animal  ;  lemmings  were  tolerably  numerous.  Three 
kinds  of  gulls  were  seen.  The  Ivory  Gulls  appeared  first  and  were  the  furthest  north, 
they  began  to  lay  before  the  thaw  commenced;  eight  only  were  seen,  all  of  them  on 
Prince  Patrick's  Island  ;  17  Glaucous,  and  28  Skua  Gulls,  the  latter  chiefly  on 
Melville  Island.  Of  the  duck,  three  were  "  long- tailed,"  and  22  "  king  ducks." 
Four  or  five  red  phalaropes,  two  sea  snipes,  and  one  raven  complete  the  Hst. 


Journal  of  tlie  Second  Overland  Journey  from  Winter  Quarters  to  the 
North  Shore  of  Melville  Island  and  Point  Nias,  with  Sledges. 

Having  dried  our  fur  blankets  and  sleeping  bags,  which,  from  being 
thoroughly  wet,  were  hard  frozen  on  our  return,  and  also  having  had  three 
days'  rest,  preparations  were  begun  on  the  fourth  day  for  our  intended 
sledge  journey. 

Mr.  Scott's  party  remained  the  same  as  before,  with  one  exception. 
Bombardier  Bainbridge  remained  behind,  having  hurt  his  feet  in  crossing  the 
stony  ground,  and  Thomas  Hartnoll,  A.B.,  substituted.  My  party  was 
increased  to  10  men,  making  in  all  18  persons.   Their  names  were : 

H.  M.  Sledge  "  Star  of  the  North,"  Commander  M'Clintock. 

James  Wilkie,  Quarter-master.  Joseph  Smithers,  Stoker. 

Henry  Giddy,  Boatswain's  Mate.      John  Hiccles,  Marine. 
John  Salmon,  A.B.  Jeremiah  Shaw,  Marine. 


Richard  Kitson,  A.B. 
Richard  Warne,  A.B. 


John  Coombes,  Stoker. 
Thomas  Hood,  Marine. 


H.  M.  Sledge  "  Hero,"  Mr.  R.  C.  Scott,  Assistant  Surgeon. 
George  Drover,*  Capt.  Forecastle.     Robert  Ganniclift,  A.B. 


John  Cleverly,  Gunner's  Mate. 
John  Drew,  A.B. 


William  Walker,  A.B. 
Thomas  Hartnoll,  A.B. 


We  were  provisioned  for  18  days;  an  ounce  of  Edwards's  preserved 
potato  was  added  to  each  man's  daily  allowance  to  mix  with  the  preserved 
meat ;  and  by  way  of  trial,  some  onion  and  curry  powders  and  some  essence 
of  coffee  were  taken,  and  (very  properly)  considered  as  luxuries.  Provisions 
to  replace  those  we  had  consumed  from  our  depot  were  also  packed  upon 
the  sledges,  and  an  additional  quantity  amounting  to  10  days'  allowance 
for  1 1  persons  added  to  it. 

The  sledges  were  named  by  their  crews  "Star  of  the  North"  and 
"  Hero."  Also  very  handsome  appropriate  banners  were  given  them  by 


*  Geo.  Drover  was  subsequently  exchanged  for  Mr.  Thomas  Purchase,  senior  engineer. 

4  E  4 
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Captain  Kellett,  which  had  purposely  been  made  for  and  presented  to  the  Journal  of 

expedition  by  a  few  young  ladies  (the  friends  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher),  CotnmanderM'Ciintock. 
whose  highly  commendable  zeal  cannot  be  sufficiently  admired ;  uncon- 
sciously' they  have  created  an  age  of  chivalry  in  favour  of  our  long  absent 
countrymen,  and  thereby  promoted  the  grand  object  of  the  expedition.  We 
are  made  to  feel  as  did  the  crusaders  of  old,  and  most  ardently  do  we  hope 
to  do  honour  to  the  work  of  their  fair  hands. 

Each  person  was  supplied  with  a  pair  of  canvas  boots  and  two  pair  of 
mocassins.    The  load  amounted  to  184lbs.  a  man. 

Our  silken  banners  were  unfolded  at  seven  o'clock  this  morninar,  and    "^^^J^^^l''  ''^^  October  isss, 

/I    •  1        1      •        •  •      1  \  re  n  11         11  1  7  n.  30  m.  a.m. 

(bemg  thereby  mspiritedj  we  set  oii  soon  aiter,  although  the  weather  was 

very  unpromising  ;  there  was  a  strong  wind  blowing  in  our  faces  with  much 

snow-drift.    Almost  immediately  after  starting,  George  Drover,  Captain  of    ^'^y '5  to  7  c  s 

the  "  Hero,"  was  taken  ill,  but  walked  on  beside  his  sledge  in  the  hope  that  Temperature  +5. 

it  would  be  only  a  temporary  indisposition.    When  two  hours  had  elapsed  '^'^^^^  "^"^"^ 

without  any  improvement,  I  sent  him  back  accompanied  by  Mr.  Scott. 

Mr.  Purchase,  senior  engineer,  had  come  out  to  accompany  us  for  a  short 

distance,  and  now  volunteered  to  fill  the  vacancy ;  I  at  once  accepted  his 

spirited  offer,  and  he  immediately  put  on  Drover's  drag-belt  and  commenced 

labouring  at  the  sledge.    The  snow-drift  was  very  thick,  so  that  we  only 

saw  the  land  at  intervals,  but  our  former  tracks  were  sufficiently  distinct 

to  guide  us  across  the  inlet. 

Halted  for  a  hurried  lunch  at  one  o'clock.    At  half-past  two  Mr,  Scott 
overtook  us,  and  went  on  with  two  men  to  pick  up  a  small  depot  of 
provisions  which  had  been  carried  out  previous  to  our  return.    Reached  Journey, 
land  at  three  o'clock,  and  encamped  at  five;  nearly  dark  and  blowing  Houi-rtraveikd  9^ 
strong.    A  reindeer  passed  near  us  and  was  fired  at  without  effect.  The 
travelling  over  the  inlet  was  very  indifferent,  owing  to  the  quantity  of  snow  xNw^'ecm 
which  had  recently  fallen  and  been  drifted  into  ridges.     Mr.  Scott  Temp. -1°, 
returned  just  as  the  tents  were  pitched  with  the  depot  of  two  days,  ic^aritt, 
provisions. 

Our  encampment  is  near  the  ridge  between  the  inlet  and  the  lake. 
Thomas  Hood  is  unwell  to-night  from  over-exertion  and  want  of  previous 
exercise  in  the  open  air. 

A  much  more  agreeable  morning.    Started  at  8h.  15m.    Find  that  both 
my  compasses  work  very  badly  ;  their  indications  are  not  to  be  depended 
upon  within  one  or  even  two  points.     Erected  a  pole  upon  the  ridge  Temp.  zero, 
between  the  inlet  and  the  lake,  and  crossed  the  latter.    From  this  pole  the 
low  extreme  of  remarkable  bluff  in  the  inlet  bears  S.S.W.,  and  the  hollow 
between  the  hills  through  which  we  shall  pass  after  crossing  the  lake  bears 
N.  by  W.  ^  W.  1|  mile.    Hood  is  much  better  to-day,  but  unable  to  drag.       Second  Journey. 
Passed  through  the  hollow  ;  descended  into  and  travelled  up  the  first  ravine,  n^-    w.  i  w.  n  miles, 
halting  to  lunch  on  its  glacier  at  Ih.  45m. ;  a  very  keen  north-west  wind  n.kw.  h  mii™^^' 
blowing.     After  ascending  this  ravine  (N.W.  bv  W\  I-'),  entered  the  n.  imiie. 
branch  one  on  the  right  as  before ;  here  the  ascent  is  very  steep,  and  we 
were  obliged  to  advance  with  only  one  sledge  at  a  time  (  for  1  of  a  mile  ^rw^rc 
north).    After  this  we  were  able  to  proceed  with  both  sledges  and  reached  Temp.  +5°. 
its  head,  where  we  encamped  at  six  o'clock  (N.N.W^.  1  mile).  Built  a  cairn 
3^  feet  high   and  left  a  bamboo  pole  in  it,  on  a  stony  hill  to  the 
west  of  the  tents  ;  it  overlooks  the  junction  of  this  branch  with  the  large 
ravine. 

Started  at  9h.  40m,  Travelled  across  the  plain  (N,  W.  b.  W.  3  miles),  and    Saturday,  9th  October, 
then  lunched  at  two  o'clock.    Mistook  a  tributary  for  the  crooked  ravine,  a.m. 
and  thus  seriously  curtailed  our  advance  for  this  day,  but  at  length  got  Temp,  zcto.' 
into  the  right  track  and  encamped  at  half-past  five.    The  ravine  we  first      rpj^j^.^  journey 
got  into  runs  to  N.N.E.  ;  near  its  head  another  small  one  commences,  n.w.  b.  w.  sm. 
but  runs  to  W.S.W.       then  joins  the  crooked  ravine,  which  at  this  part  of  ^yrsfrateUed's 
its  course  runs  to  the  north.    Had  I  travelled  after  lunch  1  mile  W.N.W.     "    '^^^^  ^  ' 
towards  a  remarkable  block  of  sandstone  on  the  land  north-east  of  the 
W.S.W.  ravine,  I  should  have  made  a  direct  course.    I  was  much  puzzled 
by  the  compasses,  and  the  hazy  state  of  the  weather ;  passed  a  few  fresh  Caim,  cm. 
deer  tracks  to-day.  Temp. +8°. 

__  __ 


Travelled  9i  h. 
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Sunday,  16tli  October. 

A.M. 

Calm,  cm. 
Temp.  - 


Fourth  Journey. 

!N.  -)i  mile. 
W.  b.  N.  ^  mile. 
N.W.  U  mile. 
N.W.  b.  W.  2  miles. 
Travelled,  9i  h. 


P.M. 

Calm,  cm. 
Temp.  +  3. 


Monday,  11th  October. 


A.M. 

Calm,  b.c 


Fifth  Journey. 

N.W.  b,  "W.  3  miles. 

N.  \  mile. 

Hours  travelled,  9. 


I'.M. 

K.W.  2  c 
Temp.  +  •' 


Tuexday,  12th  October. 

A.M. 

Calm,  o.Tii. 
'IV'riip.  i  .'1. 

Sixth  Journey. 

Nortli,  -l  mile*. 
Tnivcllcd,  lOli. 

I'.M. 

North,  1  0.(1. 
'IVirip.  •)  r/'. 


Favoiirahic  wcutlicr  ;  started  at  7h.  Wim. 

Travelled  down  the  crooked  ravine  (north  \  milej,  until  it  turned  ofi'U^ 
the  eastward,  winding-  round  the  i)ase  of  a  precipice  inoie  than  150  feet 
high.  Here  we  entered  a  branch  ravine  I'lom  the  westwai'd,  and  travelled 
up  it  ( W,  by  N.  -j^  N.  4  mile)  to  where  it  divides  ;  the  principal  branch  leading 
to  W.S.W.,  and  that  which  we  followed  for  half  a  mile  further  to  thcN.W., 
which  brought  us  to  our  encampment,  when,  returning  with  the  carts,  we 
soon  after  reached  the  plain.  As  is  usual  for  the  first  few  days  of  a  journey, 
the  men  suffer  much  from  thirst ;  besides  a  pint  of  chocolate  at  breakfast 
and  half  a  pint  of  tea  at  supper,  they  have  their  water  bottles,  which  hold 
two-thirds  of  a  pint,  filled  three  times  a  day ;  but  several  of  these  have 
burst  already,  in  consequence  of  the  water  freezing  within  them,  although 
carried  inside  our  outer  garments. 

We  proceeded  across  the  plain  (N.W.  W.  1.^  miles)  as  nearly  as  our 
compasses  would  indicate  ;  lunched  at  noon.  After  lunch  we  went  on 
(W.N.W.  1  mile,  N.W,  1  mile,  and  West  \  mile),  until  w^e  got  into  a  large 
ravine  running  to  the  N.E.,  and  not  crossed  on  our  former  journey  ;  in  this 
ravine  we  encamped  at  five  o'clock.  Our  compasses  have  done  us  quite  as 
much  harm  as  good  to-day,  they  seem  to  get  worse  daily  ;  the  travelling 
compass  can  only  be  used  in  calm  weather,  as  it  freely  admits  the  wind  and 
the  card  spins  round  with  great  velocity,  even  the  snow-drift  penetrates  and 
clogs  the  pivot.  The  "prismatic"  one  is  not  easily  levelled  upon  the  snow, 
and  is  deficient  in  magnetic  force.  I  have  anxiously  watched  for  the  sun, 
but  it  has  not  been  visible  to-day.  A  few  deer  tracks  were  seen,  and 
I  was  surprised  at  finding  the  footprints  of  a  ptarmigan  up  the  snow. 

Calm  and  tolerably  clear,  but  no  sun. 

Mr.  Scott  and  I  set  off  as  soon  as  there  was  sufficient  light,  to  reconnoitre 
our  position.  At  eight  o'clock  the  sledges  started  to  the  N.XV.  After  walking 
W.S.W.  4  miles,  and  N.E.  4  miles,  I  came  upon  our  former  track,  at  the 
foot  of  the  stony  range  of  hills  ;  then  mounting  the  hill  to  look  for  the 
sledges,  saw  them  a  mile  and  a  half  to  the  S.S.W.,  and  rejoined  them  by 
three  o'clock.  We  travelled  north  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 

The  land  which  I  walked  over  and  saw  to  the  westward  is  much  cut  up 
with  ravines,  in  which  there  are  steep  cliffs  at  intervals,  not  exceeding  one 
or  two  miles ;  these  are  connected  with  hollows  containing  sandbanks,  and 
also  hillocks  rising  in  height  to  the  general  level  of  the  country.  Water 
seems  to  have  been  the  chief  agent  in  breaking  up  this  country,  and  the 
drainage  is  all  to  the  eastward.  I  saw  a  great  deal  of  clay  ironstone  in  some 
few  localities ;  passed  some  deer  tracks,  and  heard  the  dismal  howling  of 
three  or  four  wolves,  which  seemed  to  proceed  from  the  most  rugged  part  of 
the  country,  where  the  passes  were  few  and  narrow,  and  the  chances  of 
stealing  upon  their  prey  of  course  proportionably  increased.  Having  no 
gun  I  kept  a  sharp  look  out  for  the  wolves,  and  soon  saw  one  attentively 
watching  me  from  his  retreat  amongst  the  rocks.  He  approached  by  a 
circuitous  route,  disappeared  behind  a  hill,  and  soon  after  showed  himself 
before  me,  and  trotted  boldly  up  within  easy  gunshot ;  when  I  prevented 
any  nearer  a])|)roach  by  simply  waving  a  handkerchief,  and  running  towards 
him  for  a  short  distance.  He  followed  me  for  a  little  time,  but  at  a  much 
more  res])cctful  distance. 

"^llie  sledges  had  ])assed  within  sight  of  three  animals,  which  probably 
were  wolves.  I'iie  sun  appeared  for  a  few  minutes  this  afternoon;  this 
glimpse  was  most  valuable  to  me. 

l^^ncamped  at  half  past  h*ve  o'clock. 

A  dull  misty  morning  ;  started  at  (Mght  o'clock.  We  got  along  very 
slowl  y  to-day,  althougli  tlie  incii  worked  with  very  great  spirit,  in  consequence 
oi'tlu^  successive  low  stony  hifls  in  our  course,  bvit  we  generally  managed  to 
kec))  l)oth  sledges  moving;  tlie  snow  liiy  so  tliin  on  these  little  liills  that  the 
sledges  were  very  selfloin  many  minutes  o(f  the  stones.  Lunched  at  one 
o'clock.  Heard  the  rr(^(iueiit  liowliiig  of  wolves  in  the  same  direction  as 
yeHl(;nliiy,  and  Siiw  a  few  dc(n-  tracks. 

l'in(;anii)(;d  at  half  past  six  (Unlock,  alter  a  very  fatiguing  day's  Avork. 
.loscph  Sinith(!rs  Iimh  been  unwell  all  day,  but  is  better  to-night. 
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Thursday,  14th  October. 


A  clear  morning,  but  no  sun  either  to-day  or  yesterday ;  found  mucli  Wednesday,  istu  October, 
better  travelling  to-day.  At  11  o'clock  came  in  sight  of  our  cart  and  depot; 
we  were  travelling  directly  for  them  upon  a  N.N.E.  course.     Lunched  at  Temp.  4°. ; 
one  o'clock.  Saw  the  lofty  eastern  land  very  distinctly.    At  2h.  15m.  we      seventh  jom-n 
halted  near  the  depot,  and  stowed  it  together  with  the  cart  upon  the  sledges,     depot  n.ne  4  miles 
Our  load  was  now  increased  to  233lbs.  a  man  ;  left  a  small  cairn  upon  the  From  thence  n.w.  b.  w.  j  n. 
hill  where  our  depot  had  been,  and  proceeded  onward  at  3h.  30m.     This  §Se?^mSin|  depot,  i-ih. 
cairn  is  a  conspicuous  object.     Encamped  upon  the  snow  at  half-past  five,  p-m. 
the  ground  underneath  being  too  stony  to  lie  upon.  Temp.^- 1° 

We  have  had  a  long  continuance  of  this  dull  weather,  so  much,  more 
favourable  for  travelling  than  for  taking  observations,  or  in  any  way  ascer- 
taining our  position.     Started  at  7h.  4Cm.  ;  tried  to  drag  the  empty  cart,  Caim,  o.c.m. 
but  the  snow  was  so  soft  and  in  many  places  so  deep  that  it  sank  up  to  the 
axletrees,  so  replaced  it  upon  the  sledges.     We  managed  to  get  along  with      Eighth  joumey. 
both  sledges  for  most  of  the  day,  but  our  progress  was  miserably  slow.         n.w.  b.  n.  4  miles. 

Lunched  at  12h.  45m.  near  the  little  cairn  built  on  a  stony  rise,  upon  our  Travelled,  9  h. 
first  journey. 

Encamped  at  5h.  10m.  near  to  our  position  on  the  22d  September.  For 
the  last  mile  I  noticed  a  fox  track  very  frequently  crossing  and  re-crossing  Temp.  -'3°.' 
the  direction  in  which  we  were  proceeding.  It  led  to  our  old  encampment, 
where  several  scraps  of  canvas,  pieces  of  rope  yarn,  and  empty  preserved 
meat  tins  had  been  scratched  up  from  beneath  the  snow.  This  animal  must 
have  either  scented  the  old  encampment,  or  the  cart  track  leading  to  it,  both 
of  which  were  so  perfectly  covered  with  snow  that  every  trace  was  obliterated. 

We  travelled  through  deep  snow  all  this  day. 

A  strong  N.W.  wind  all  night,  but  which  fortunately  fell  light  towards         Friday,  15th. 
morning  as  the  temperature  was  very  low.    Started  at  half-past  seven ;  a.m. 
ascended  for  a  short  distance,  and  then  followed  the  course  of  a  large  Temp.^- 1^3™ 
ravine  to  the  north. 

Lunched  at  12h.  45m.  The  mist  of  the  morning  had  cleared  off,  and 
sun  was  out,  but  the  temperature  was  down  to  18°,  and  there  was  just  wind 
enough  to  make  frostbites  of  frequent  occurrence. 

We  followed  down  an  eastern  branch  of  this  ravine  which  led  more 
directly  to  the  sea,  but  found  it  to  become  contracted,  and  filled  with  ^"^oon. 

r.  N.W.  2b.c. 

soft  snow.  _  Temp.  -18°. 

At  length  we  reached  a  part  where  the  east  side  was  so  steep  as  to 
threaten  an  avalanche  of  stones,  and  the  west  side  was  faced  with  a  glacier 
approaching  the  perpendicular,  so  that  there  was  no  turning  aside  out  of  Jom-ney. 
the  ravine.    Just  here,  too,  its  bed  of  large  boulder  stones  was  clear  of  North,  4  miles, 
snow,  and  a  short  distance  beyond,  the  glacier  thrcM^  itself  completely  ^^''"^^  travelled,  9^. 
across  the  ravine.    On  examining  it  I  found  a  low  crooked  passage,  a  con- 
tinuation of  the  water  course,  beneath  it,  60  or  70  yards  in  length,  and 
nowhere  less  than  four  feet  high ;  the  removal  of  some  snow  and  cutting 
a  few  steps  being  all  that  was  requisite  to  make  the  passage  practical^le. 
Our  sledges  were  unloaded  where  the  snow  ceased  to  cover  the  bed  of  the 
ravine,  and  everything  carried  through  the  tunnel  and  placed  on  top  of  the 
glacier,  except  the  cart,  which  being  too  large  to  go  through  was  pulled  up 
by  the  drag-ropes  over  all.    Proceeded  doAvn  the  ravine  without  further 
obstruction,  and  encamped  at  half-past  five  o'clock.   As  day  declined  (  he  sky 
became  clear,  and  temperature  fell  to  —28"  at  seven  o'clock,  but  as  night  ..^^^^/Yijc 
advanced  it  became  considerably  colder,  the  stars  beautifully  bright,  and  caim,  b. 
weather  perfectly  clear  and  calmi.    Used  curry  powder  with  our  mess  Temp.  -28°. 
of  preserved  meat  instead  of  the  onion  powder  which  we  sometimes  add  to 
it ;  both  are  very  agreeable,  and  I  should  think  beneficial  additions  where 
so  little  vegetable  food  is  used. 


Although  perfectly  calm,  the  cold  was  such  that  very  few  of  us  could    ^^'^^day,  loth  October, 
sleep  last  night.    Sat  up  in  our  bags  for  breakfast,  as  a  precaution  agninst  ^  o'J'^{, 
frostbites  in  the  feet.     I  ordered  mocassins  to  be  worn  instead  of  the  Caim,  b.c.m. 
canvas  boots  for  the  future,  being  better  adapted  to  severe  cold.    As  day 
dawned  the  sky  became  obscured  by  mist,  and  temperature  rose  to  20°  at 
seven  o'clock.  Started  at  9h.  15m.  Reached  the  north  shore  in  an  hour,  about 
half  a  mile  west  of  our  depot.    The  only  trace  of  a  visitor  to  it  during  our 
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Tenth  Journey. 

North,  \\  miles. 
West,  3^  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  7f. 
Detained  at  depot,  &c.,  U  li. 


P.M. 

Westerly  1  cm. 
Temp.  -  6°. 


Sunday,  17th  October. 


Westerly  1  b.c. 
Temp.  -8°. 


Eleventh  Journey. 

W.  i  N.  7  or  8  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  9^. 


P.M. 
Westerly  1  B. 
Temp.  -7°. 


Monday,  18th  October. 


A.M. 

W.S  W.  3  h.c. 
Temp.  — 


Noon. 
K.W.  4  c. 
Temp.  -  18'' 


Twclftli  Journey. 

W,  b.  N.  inil<-H. 
\\'n\r%  travL-lli.-'J,  (>. 


absence  was  the  track  c^f  one  fox.  Took  away  cverytliing  except  one  case 
containing-  biscuit,  tea,  chocolate,  sugar,  and  tobacco,  and  one  case  of 
pcmmican  and  half  a  case  of  bacon,  i.cft  here  the  cart,  the  cases  of  pro- 
visions being  placed  under  it,  and  stones  piled  up  all  round. 

This  deposit  is  intended  for  the  use  of  my  party  (jn  return  from  the  N.W. 
in  June  or  July  1853. 

Having  rcstowed  our  sledges  by  12h.  30m.,  we  proceeded  along  the 
beach  to  the  westward. 

The  load  now  amounted  to  237lbs.  a  man.  Lunched  at  half-past 
one.  Misty  weather  and  west  wind.  Found  very  good  travelling  inside 
the  tide  crack. 

It  was  quite  dark  when  we  encamped  at  half-past  five;  the  temperature 
was  rather  mild. 

I  had  walked  some  distance  in  advance  this  afternoon,  and  found  a  large 
piece  of  drift  timber  ;  it  was  the  greater  portion  of  a  fir  tree,  the  upper  part 
having  been  broken  off  previous  to  its  being  thrown  here.  It  was  well 
above  high  water  mark,  but  not  embedded  in  the  earth,  perfectly  straight, 
destitute  of  bark  or  branches,  decayed  on  the  outside,  but  quite  sound 
within.  Its  whole  length  was  29  feet,  its  circumference  at  two  feet 
above  the  roots  was  nearly  seven  feet,  and  at  24  feet  above  them  four 
feet  four  inches.  I  brought  back  a  piece,  which  cooked  our  breakfast 
next  morning.    This  tree  is  about  four  miles  west  of  our  depot. 


Very  pleasant  weather,  although  too  misty  to  see  far.  Started  before  it 
was  quite  daylight  at  7h.  1 5m.,  and  travelled  over  smooth  ice  inside  the 
tide  crack.  There  were  very  few  hummocks  along  shore,  and  the  ice  in  the 
offing  did  not  appear  to  have  broken  up  this  season,  nor  was  there  any 
indication  of  pressure  on  the  beach. 

Near  the  tree,  but  much  higher  up  the  beach,  I  saAv  a  granite  block  of 
dark  colour  and  irregular  form  ;  its  diameter  was  about  six  feet.  Saw  a  few 
pieces  of  gneiss  upon  the  shingle  ndges  above  the  beach,  which  were 
generally  of  a  reddish  colour.  Small  pieces  of  clay  ironstone  were  also  seen 
here  in  greater  abundance,  and  mixed  with  the  gravel.  Lunched  at 
12h.  40m. 

We  find  it  a  great  relief  to  travel  along  shore  once  more,  there  being  no 
toilsome  ascents,  no  difficult  passes,  stony  hills,  nor  snowy  ravines ;  and  no 
matter  how  thick  the  mist  is,  we  cannot  lose  our  way.  We  also  get  along 
much  faster.  At  Ih.  30m.  we  rounded  a  low  point  with  some  conspicuous 
rocks  on  it.  This  proved  to  be  Point  Read,  as  very  shortly  after  I  dis- 
tinguished a  cairn  on  the  next  point,  distant  seven  or  eight  miles,  and  which 
therefore  is  Point  Nias. 

Passed  the  tracks  of  five  or  six  reindeer  going  along  shore  to  the  west- 
ward, and  also  of  a  fox  hunting  along  the  tide  crack. 

Scarcely  any  vegetation  seen.  On  one  or  two  inviting  slopes  the  rein- 
deer had  been  scraping  away  the  snow  in  search  of  grass  or  moss. 

Encamped  at  five  o'clock,  nearly  dark.  Made  the  usual  distance  of  seven 
or  eight  miles  to-day,  and  are  nearly  tw^o  miles  west  of  Point  Head. 

Two  or  three  antlers  of  the  reindeer  were  seen. 

A  sharp  head  wind  with  low  temperature  this  morning.  Started  at 
twenty  minutes  before  eight  o'clock.  After  an  hour  or  so  the  wind  shifted 
to  the  S.W.,  and  sun  came  out.  About  10  o'clock  Sir  Edward  Parry's 
cairn  upon  Point  Nias  was  veiy  distinctly  seen,  resembling  a  beautiful 
white  pyrainid  of  mudi  l-.u-gei'  siz(5  than  it  really  is.  The  sun  shining  upon 
the  snow  collected  on  its  son  I  hern  side  gave  it  this  ap])eara,nce. 

When  we  lunched,  ai  hall'  an  hour  after  noon,  the  wind  had  freshened 
and  temperature  fallen  to  IM'.  Proceeded  up  to  the  caii'n,  and  dug  away 
the  snfAv  from  aJ)ou(,  it;  we  fouiul  that,  so  nuich  of  its  south  side  had  fallen 
thai,  li  s  height  was  reduced  lo  seven  fi-et.  No  lichens  had  grown  upon  any 
of  the  stones  Cornilng  this  caii'n  ;  and  siu'h  portions  of  them  as  had  been 
eriibedded  in  Ihe  soil  until  removed  h)'  Parry's  men,  slill  rc^tained  their 
darker  eoloiu'.  I  lad  I  not  known  that  it,  was  built  in  1820,  I  cei  lainly 
would  ha,ve  assigned  lo  it  a  nnich  nioi'e  recent  date. 

'J'lie  depot  was  carried  up  from  the  s])ot  where;  we  encam))ed  (200  yards 
cast  of  the  cairn)  at  (wo  o'clock,  and  placed  against  the  cairn  ;  it  was  then 
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covered  over  with  stones  which  had  fallen  from  it :  it  consisted  of  32  pack-    ^      Journal  of 
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ages,  each  oi  which  Avas  sumciently  strong  to  guard  its  contents  irora  a  lox  or   

wolf,  and  the  greater  part  were  sufficiently  strong  to  resist  the  attacks  of  a 
bear.    The  weight  of  the  whole,  including  a  pike  also  left  here,  amounts 
to  1900  lbs.    A  tin  cylinder,  containing  a  record,  was  attached  to  the  pike. 
The  tracks  of  reindeer  noticed  yesterday  turned  up  a  ravine  to  the  east- 
ward of  Point  Nias  ;  no  other  traces  of  animals  seen  to-day.    The  evening  p^^i_ 
became  misty,  and  temperature  rose  to  —  1 4°.  It  is  my  intention  to  return  West  3  cm. 
overland  from  here,  in  the  hope  of  finding  better  travelling,  and  shall  either  ' 
cross  to  the  westward  of  Bount}''  Cape  or  into  Bridport  Inlet,  according  to 
the  nature  of  the  ground. 

We  again  have  the  same  light  N.W.  winds  which  have  prevailed,  almost       Tuesday,  19th  October 
without  intermission,  since  the  8th  instant ;  and  whenever  the  weather  N.W.  1  cm. 
becomes  clear,  the  temperature  immediately  falls :  for  instance,  yesterday  Temp. -5°. 
at  noon  the  temperature  was— 18°,  although  the  sun  was  then  bright. 
The  return  of  overcast  weather  is  as  certainly  accompanied  by  a  rise  of 
temperature;    this    morning    is  misty,  and  temperature  is  up  to —5°.       Thirteenth  Journey, 
Commenced  our  return  journey  at  eight  o'clock,  travelling  south  at  a  very         (on  return.) 
good  pace,    /ifter  going  four  miles  south  we  came  to  very  stony  ground,  h^^*' J/^^jlg^'  gi 
and  crossed  several  shallow  ravines.    When  six  or  seven  miles  from  Point 
Nias,  we  passed  to  the  east  of  a  little  hill  with  rocky  summit ;  southward 
of  this  the  land  is  more  level,  but  stony.    There  is  less  snow  here  than  we 
found  to  the  eastward  ;  it  certainly  is  much  softer,  the  sledge  sinks  into  it 
and  is  dragged  with  great  difficulty.    We  make  very  fair  progress,  as  our 
sledges  are  almost  empty,  but  the  men  complain  of  the  succession  of  jerks 
occasioned  by  the  runners  (*oming  against  the  stones,  and  say  it  is  the  most  p.m. 
fatiguing  road  they  have  had  yet.    Four  or  five  tracks  of  deer  passing  ^-^^^^ 
westward  were  seen.    Encamped  at  five  o'clock.    Calm,  dull,  and  nearly 
dark. 

Started  at  7h.  40m.    In  the  first  six  miles  we  crossed  one  deep  and  several       Wednesday,  20th. 
shallow  ravines.    The  snow  was  everywhere  soft,  the  ground  very  stony,  south' 3' miles, 
and  only  partially  covered.    Lunched  at  12h.  30m.  ;  a  little  snow  falling;  Temp.  -8°. 
dark  misty  weather,  unable  to  see  beyond  a  few  hundred  yards.    Crossed      Fourteenth  Journey, 
several  fresh  deer  tracks,  most  of  them  going  to  the  westward  ;  saw  a  herd  s.  i  w.  9  miles, 
of  eleven,  and  fired  two  distant  shots  at  them.    The  only  other  track  seen        travelled,  9. 
to-day  vv^as  that  of  one  fox.    The  rest  of  this  day's  journey  was  over  more 
level  ground ;  the  stones  were  arranged  in  patches,  so  that  we  could  p.m. 
generally  avoid  them.    Experienced  considerable  difficulty  in  keeping  a         ^  g™- 
straight  course,  there  being  a  thick  mist  and  no  objects  to  steer  by.  My 
two  compasses  have  by  no  means  improved. 

Encamped  at  five  o'clock. 

A  fresh  breeze,  with  much  snow-drift,  this  morning.    Two  deer  passed    Thursday,  21st  October, 
within  shot  of  the  tents.    I  fired  without  effect  at  them.    This  is  the  third 
time  I  have  had  occasion  to  regret  the  loss  of  my  rifle.    Started  at  7h.  40m.  a.m. 
Had  the  Avind  been  contrary,  we  could  not  have  moved,  for  it  was  much  too  1.^^^' 
sharp  to  face. 

The  ground  passed  over  to-day  varied  very  much.    For  the  first  mile  we 
had  gravel,  with  patches  of  moss ;  we  then  crossed  a  ravine,  and  soon  after  ^  ■f'f^^^igg'^™®^'' 
entered  a  large  one,  traversing  the  country  from  east  to  west.    This  we  Hourl  tVaveUedT'si. 
travelled  in  for  a  short  distance  to  the  east,  then  followed  up  a  tributary 
but  also  a  lai-ge  and  deep  ravine,  for  a  mile  to  the  south-eastward,  when  we 
left  it  and  got  upon  a  mossy  plain ;  here  we  had  good  travelling  for  two 
miles,  when  another  ravine  was  reached,  beyond  which  we  found  the  ground  p.m. 
to  be  stony  for  the  remainder  of  the  day's  journey.    Severe  weather;  dark  Temp!^at^noon --10  . 
and  misty.  Drift. 

Encamped  at  half-past  four.    A  very  cold  and  windy  evening.  Last 

night's  wind  and  low  temperature  has  hardened  the  snow  considerably.  It 

also  lies  deeper  over  this  land,  except  in  situations  exposed  to  the  north 

winds,  which  are  perfectly  free  from  snow.    It  was  from  the  want  of  snow 

on  the  high  grounds  that  we  travelled  so  much  in  ravines  to-day.  Passed 

several  tracks  of  deer  going  to  the  south-west. 

__ 
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Friday,  22d  October. 


A,M. 

North,  7  overcast. 
Temp.  -30°. 

Sixteenth  Journey. 
S.E.  b.  E.  7  or  8  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  8. 


P.M. 

North,  2  c.  ni. 
Temp.  zero. 


Saturday,  23d  October. 


A.M. 

N.W.  1  b.cm. 

Temp.  -6°. 


Seventeenth  Journey. 

E.S.E.  8  miles. 
Hours  travelled,  8f . 


I'.V. 

North  2  b.c  in. 
'IVmp.  -9". 


H>iiMlay,  2Uli  October  IHM. 
'I  ll"  ij'/l't  '  Jil'ii  iind  clear. 


A.M. 

( 'a\tn.  h.m.n. 


We  had  every  inclination  to  commemorate  the  anniversary  of  glorious 
Trnfalgar  last  niglit,  but  the  low  state  of  the  ram  can  would  not  admit  of 
it.  The  night  was  cold,  so  we  packed  ourselves  as  closely  as  we  could  and 
slept  sufficiently  warm,  although  it  blew  hard  from  the  north. 

Our  fur  robe  has  gradually  l)ecome  filled  with  frost,  which  is  no  longer 
concealed  by  the  fur,  but  appears  in  extensive  patches  all  over  it,  and  this 
being  thawed  by  the  warmth  of  our  bodies,  is  a})sorbed  into  the  sleeping 
bags,  so  that  when  we  sleep  warm  we  are  also  moist.  There  is  no  remedy 
for  this  increasing  evil,  but  we  are  fortunately  near  the  end  of  our  journey. 
When  we  started  this  morning  a  north  gale  was  blowing,  with  dense  snow 
drifts.  We  soon  came  to  a  ravine  running  east  and  west,  its  southern  bank 
being  very  stony.  We  crossed  it  diagonal!}^,  and  travelled  for  two  miles 
up  a  branch  ravine  to  theE.S.E.,  when  it  expanded  into  a  valley,  with  low 
rocky  cliffs  on  its  southern  side.  These  were  broken  at  intervals,  where 
enormous  masses  of  sandstone  had  fallen. 

Lunched  at  12h.  30m.  Still  a  strong  breeze,  but  the  temperature  has 
risen  to  zero. 

Travelled  two  miles  further  along  these  cliffs,  which  finally  merged  into 
low  hills,  and  then  ceased  altogether.  The  drainage  has  hitherto  been  to  the 
N.W.,  but  shortly  after  passing  these  low  hills  we  began  to  descend  slightly, 
and  crossed  the  head  of  a  ravine  running  to  the  southward.  Here  also  the 
stony  ground  terminated,  and  gravel  supplied  its  place. 

Encamped  when  quite  dark,  at  five  o'clock  ;  more  pleasant  weather.  As 
night  advanced  the  mist  cleared  off. 

We  set  out  in  high  spirits  this  morning  at  7h.  10m.  The  stars  were 
shining  brightly,  and  there  was  no  appearance  of  dawn  in  the  east,  but  the 
weather  was  pleasant,  and  we  anticipated  much  better  travelling.  After 
going  S.E,  by  E.  If  miles  we  reached  the  eastern  extreme  of  three  small 
hills  which  I'dy  to  the  southward  of  us.  Here  the  land  becomes  almost  a 
plain,  a,nd  moss  is  plentiful.  Three  miles  and  a  half  E.  by  S.  brought  us 
through  a  short  valley  into  a  lower  flat  space  of  ground,  and  the  haze 
clearing  off  we  observed  that  the  land  before  us  was  intersected  by  numerous 
deep  ravines ;  it  Avas  also  hilly,  and  all  the  elevated  parts  nearly  destitute  of 
snow.  We  therefore  entered  a  ravine  which  drained  the  flat  just  crossed. 
Lunched  at  12.20;  a  fine  day;  sun  out.  We  soon  found  the  snow  in  this 
ravine  to  be  both  deep  and  soft,  so  that  our  progress  again  became  slow  and 
most  tiresome.  As  we  advanced,  although  the  descent  was  inconsiderable, 
the  sides  became  lofty  and  steep,  and  the  windings  of  the  ravine  more 
numerous,  but  its  general  direction  is  E.  S.E.  I  ascended  a  very  high  rounded 
hill  on  the  south  side,  but  obtained  only  a  limited  view  of  tableland,  nearly 
devoid  of  snow,  and  abundantly  intersected  by  very  deep  ravines  However 
bad  the  ravine  travelling  might  be,  we  were  unable  to  change  it  for  any  other. 
Encamped  at  half-past  four,  nearly  dark. 

Latterly  our  fur  blankets  and  sleeping  bags  have  been  rapidly  getting  more 
filled  vv'ith  frost ;  the  latter  are  quite  Avet  when  thawed  at  night.  Nor  have 
we  been  able  to  prevent  their  getting  into  this  state ;  the  greatest  care  has 
been  taken  to  protect  them  from  the  snow  ;  the  men's  clothes  brushed  before 
coming  into  the  tent,  and  the  tent  and  floor-cloth  repeatedly  brushed.  It  is 
chiefly  caused  by  the  condensation  of  vapour  from  our  warm  meals,  and  of 
our  breath,  which  falls  in  minute  frozen  particles.  We  have  holes  cut  in  the 
top  of  the  tent  to  permit  the  escape  of  vapour,  but  the  temperature  inside 
is  always  low  enough  to  condense  it  before  it  can  ascend  so  high.  The 
(|iiaiitity  of  moisture  from  one's  breatli  is  surprising  ;  the  very  small  aperture 
wc  usually  leave  at  the  mouth  of  our  bags  to  breathe  through  is  coated  with 
Ice  I))'  the  morning.  Some  of  the  men  wear  a,  loose  over-all  duck  dress  ;  the 
r/isif/r.  of  this  is  covered  with  frost  affer  a  hard  day's  work  in  low  temperature, 
;iiid  requires  to  be  well  hnishcd  olf. 

A  b(!autifully  clear,  rnlin  night ;  mist  came  over,  and  the  temperature  rose. 
Stnrted  at  7h.  loin.,  n  lill  le  (iiie  snow  falling  ;  continued  our  march  down  the 
invinc  through  very  d(;ep  soft  snow.  'l\)-d«y  we  have  land  on  both  sides  of 
us  rising  to  200  i'cet,  and  in  sonuvplaces  to  even  ."^00  feet;  tlu^  southern  side 
is  the  most  precipitous,  and  the  norlhern  one  is  in  many  places  laced  with 
glacier. 
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An  artist  might  have  a  very  dehghtfal  and  instructive  ramble  here  amongst 
these  scenes,  which  are  sufficiently  wild  and  grand  to  raise  one's  admiration      Eighteenth  Joumey, 
to  enthusiasm,  and,  provided  the  latter  would  only  keep  his  fingers  warm,  his  e.s.e.  e'. 
portfolio  would  soon  become  rich.  ^-^^^^  ^'''^^^u^'i'  ^i- 

The  high  land  has  very  little  snow  upon  it,  and  is  perfectly  barren,  Our 
ravine  is  constantly  turning  off  at  right  angles,  so  that  we  can  never  see  more 
than  half  a  mile  in  advance,  but  its  general  direction  is  E.S.E.  Lunched 
atl2h.  30m. ;  temperature  up  to  zero.  Encamped  at  half-past  four.  The  p-m. 
mist  which  came  over  at  dawn  this  morning  is  now  clearing  off  as  night  Temp. -'sK 
advances.  We  are  very  near  the  outlet  of  the  ravine  ;  it  resembles  the  bed 
of  a  river,  and  is  150  yards  wide.  Also  the  land  on  both  sides  is  much  lower, 
but  still  destitute  of  vegetation.  Saw  a  few  fox  tracks  to-day;  also  the 
fresh  tracks  of  deer  going  to  the  S.W.  I  forgot  to  mention  yesterday  that 
I  saw  a  herd  of  ten  reindeer  crossing  to  the  S.W.;  they  were  all  without 
horns  except  one  very  large  one,  and  were  also  remarkably  shy.  This  may 
be  easily  accounted  for,  since  the  same  herd  had  been  fired  at  by  a  shooting 
party  three  days  previous,  and  15  miles  to  the  eastward.  From  the  numerous 
tracks  Ave  have  seen  going  westward  and  south-westward,  I  suppose  these 
animals  are  migrating  in  that  direction.  This  has  been  a  most  laborious 
day's  journey,  and  the  men,  thinking  each  turn  would  be  the  last,  have  been 
so  often  disappointed  that  they  believe  there  is  no  end  to  this  ravine. 

The  night  was  calm  and  bright,  but  mist  arose  with  the  earliest  dawn  of  Monday,  25th  October  1852. 
day. 

A  fox  attacked  our  meat  last  night,  but  was  overheard  and  driven  off.  a.m. 
Set  off  for  the  ships  at  seven  o'clock ;  it  was  bright  starlight,  but  the  T^mp.^— 1°! 
sledges  were  as  neatly  packed  and  banners  displayed  with  as  much  pride  as 
if  we  were  about  to  march  into  the  "  Great  Exhibition,"  in  broad  daylight. 
We  soon  reached  the  mouth  of  the  ravine,  then  crossed  nearly  two  miles  of      Maeteenth  Journey, 
low  flat  land,  and  got  upon  the  ice  at  the  head  of  Bridport  Inlet,  close  to  Trayen'ed  4  hours, 
the  northward  of  the  remarkable  bluff.    It  was  daylight  soon  after  eight 
o'clock  ;  the  mist  cleared  off  and  the  day  was  beautiful.  Travelled  direct  for 
the  east  point  of  Dealy  Island,  over  which  we  could  see  the  ships'  mast-heads. 
Captain  Kellett  and  several  of  the  officers  came  out  to  welcome  us  back,  and 
informed  us  of  Captain  M'Clure's  record  at  Winter  Harbour  having  been 
found,  and  of  his  having  discovered  the  existence  of  a  North-west  Passage, 
but  no  trace  of  the  missing  expedition.    Arrived  alongside  the  "  Intrepid" 
at  llh.  30m.;  the  sledge  crews  in  perfect  health,  and  with  half  a  day's 
provisions  remaining.    On  weighing  our  buffalo  blanket  and  coverlet,  found 
they  had  increased  from  66  lbs.  weight  to  145  lbs  ;  and  each  of  the  sleeping 
bags  from  6^  to  10  lbs.,  giving  an  increase  upon  these  articles  of  118  lbs., 
due  to  the  snow  drift  and  moisture  they  had  taken  up  in  18  days. 

It  is  highly  gratifying  to  me  to  be  able  to  speak  in  terms  of  praise  of  all 
those  who  have  accompanied  me  upon  this  service ;  Mr.  Scott,  assistant 
surgeon,  performed  not  only  his  professional  duties,  but  those  of  an  executive, 
with  much  zeal  and  cheerfulness  ;  Mr.  Purchase,  senior  engineer,  did  duty 
as  one  of  the  crew  of  the  sledge  "  Hero,"  and  shared  throughout  in  the 
excessive  labour  of  the  journey  ;  he  came  without  any  preparation  whatever 
depending  upon  the  knapsack  of  the  man  who  returned  sick,  and  whose 
vacancy  he  occupied :  but  such  examples  (although  most  valuable)  were 
not  needed ;  all  did  their  utmost,  apparently  animated  by  the  same  spirited 
determination,  namely,  to  triumpli  over  the  difficulties  of  the  route,  and  lay 
the  foundation  of  future  efforts,  if  not  of  future  success. 

Number  of  days  absent  with  carts  -  -    18  ^  Total  37 

„         „  „        sledges        -  -    19  i 

Number  of  miles  travelled  with  carts        -  -    85 ")  q;'Qiai  2OO 

„  „  „^     sledges        -    ^      -  115  J 

Average  length  of  a  day's  journey  (exclusive  of  de-  }  i^q^j.^, 

tentions)  -  -  -  -  -       _  j  ^4 

Average  distance  accomplished  „  6  miles. 

Detentions  by  weather  and  securing  depots       -         -     35|;  hours. 

F.  L.  M'Clintock, 

Commander  H.M.S.  "Intrepid," 
Winter  Quarters,  Dealy  Island. 

4  F  4 


(  ) 


A  comparison  of  temperatures  carefully  registered  between  the;  J  5th  and 
19th  October  upon  tlic  north  coast,  and  at  the  sliips,  gives  for  the  latt<ir  an 
excess  of  3°  F. ;  the  mean  temperature  upon  the  north  shore  being  101/ ,  and 
in  this  inlet  7!/.  Upon  the  north  coast  the  wind  blew  from  the  W.N.W,, 
whilst  at  the  ships  it  was  from  N.N.W. 


No.  6. 

Journal  of  Mr.  Nares,  Mate.     JoURNAL    of    the    PROCEEDINGS    of    Her    Majesty's     SlcdgC     "  FeAULESS," 

detached  from  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute,"  between  21st  .Sep- 
tember and  16th  October  1852,  under  the  command  of  Geo.  S.  Naues 
Mate. 

Orders  to  Mr.  G.  S.  Nares,  Mate,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain    of  Her   Majesty's  Ship 
"  Resolute." 

Taking  under  your  command  the  Sledge  "  Fearless,"  manned  with  six 
men,  and  provisioned  for  twenty-five  days,  you  will  accompany  Lieutenant 
Mecham,  and  follow  his  orders  for  your  proceedings. 

You  will  be  most  careful  in  seeing  that  your  men  are  not  unnecessarily 
exposed,  and  that  you  seek  advice  from  Lieutenant  Mecham,  reporting 
immediately  any  casualty  to  him. 

You  will  keep  a  journal  of  your  proceedings  for  my  information  on  your 
return. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute"  in 
Winter  Quarters,  Dealy  Island,  21st  September  1852. 

(Signed)       H.  Kellett,  Captain. 


Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Fearless." 


"dum  spiro  spero. 


Journal  of  Proceedings  from  22d  September  1852  to  l6th  October 
1852,  G.  S.  Nares,  Mate,  in  charge,  under  the  Orders  of  Lieut. 
Mecham. 

Wednesday,  22(1  September.  TiiK  slcdgcs  having  bccii  stowcd  ovcr-night,  and  everything  got  ready, 
.^.^^j  ^^^^  40*'^         ^^^^^^^  from  the  ship.    Captain  Kellett  and  several  of  the  officers 

'jvrn'p.      -  + 17°.''  left  on  board  accompanied  us  a  short  distance,  and  then  parted  with  three 

j;istance travelled  -     15m.  ]^f..^yiy  cliccrs.    1  P.M.  Stopped  for  lunch  close  to  N.E.  bluff,  the  water 

in  the  l)ay  obliging  us  to  make  a  circuit  round  by  the  land.  4.  Encamped 
on  the  land,  three  miles  from  the  island  east  of  Cape  Bounty.  Whilst 
cooking,  the  feeding  s])out  of  the  spirits  of  wine  lamp  came  off;  lost 
]l  pints  of  spiiits  of  wine  in  consequence;  on  communicathig  my 
misfortune,  I  found  that  each  lamp  was  broken  in  the  same  place.  This 
is  a  s(;rious  loss,  but  the.  nTlowanc-o  of  stearine  for  the  spring  will  make 
iif)  for  the  loss  of  s))irits  of  wine,  otherwise  we  should  have  shoi  t  allowance 
of  fuel,  which  is  little  (enough  already. 
Ti,MrMi;.y.i3dHq,unr>i,.-r.  7  A.M.  Stalled.     I'oiuid  onc  oMIic  ui)rights  of  our  sl(-(1ge  missing;  it 

^^,.^1  liaving  been  broken  bclbie  lenving  the  ship,  and  probably  struck  against 

'ivm'i,,  .  '  '■."i"ifj''!   u  luunmock  on  the  previous  day.    Lashed  both  spare  cross  bars  over  weak 

j;iK(i.M-r  inivelM  -      lo.n.  ,,(•  l  uniicr.     10.  F\)un(l  iul  old  floe  |)et,w(>en  islniids  and  CMpe  Bounty, 

extending  about  half  ;i.  mile Croni  the  bottom  of  the  bay.     \  Liuiehed 
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close  to  heavy  hummocks,  aground  300  yards  off  Cape  Bomity,  forming  Journal  of  Mr.  Nares,  Mate 

a  complete  barricade  round  the  cape.    They  must  be  aground  in  about  ' 

12  fathoms,  as  they  are  upwards  of  30  feet  high  ;  young  ice  very  smooth 

inside  them,   but  on  the  east  side  of  the  cape  we  found  it  very  much 

pressed  up  for  about  one  mile.    After  lunch,  the  wind  being  fair,  all  the 

sledges  made  sail,  by  which  the  men  were  much  relieved.    After  passing 

the  grounded  hummocks,  the  young  ice  became  more  dangerous  ;  and  at 

last  broke  with  ivir.  De  Bray's  weight.    The  sledges  were  instantly  taken 

on  to  the  land,  but  finding  them  dragging  very  heavy,  removed  the  heaviest 

weights  to  the  cart,  and  proceeded.    4.  Encamped  one  mile  east  of  Cape 

Halse.    Sent  a  party  back  to  bring  up  the  cart. 

7  A.M.  Started  with  hght  sledges  on  the  land,  ice  being  too  young  to  Friday,  24th  September, 
risk  them  upon;  but  occasionally  amongst  small  grounded  hummocks  it  wind  -     -  N.E.r.cm. 
was  much  thicker,  and  enabled  the  sledges  to  proceed  close  in  shore  ;  at  'J^'emp.      -     -  +10° 
the  same  time  a  party  was  made  up  from  each  sledge's  crew  to  draw  the  ^^'^'^"'^'^  travelled    -  3  m. 
cart  on  the  land.     3.  Very  heavy  and   searching  snow-drift.  People 
frequently  getting  frostbitten  about  the  face  ;  but  by  placing  the  warm 
hand  against  the  part  infected,  the  white  mark  instantly  disappeared. 
Encamped  on  the  land,  two  miles  west  of  Cape  Halse.    The  cart  was  twice 
overturned.    The  upper  works  and  shaft  are  so  badly  broken  as  to  be  of 
no  use  without  lashings.    W.  Halloran,  venturing  too  far  out  on  the  young- 
ice,  fell  in,  but  fortunately  got  out  without  trouble. 

Wind  and  very  heavy  drift  continued  all  night  and  this  morning ;  but  Saturday,  25th  September, 
towards  noon  it  suddenly  fell  nearly  calm.    Started  with  light  sledges  on  wind  -     -      North 2c. 
the  young  ice  close  to  the  shore  ;  a  party  being  made  up  to  draff  the  '^'^"'P-     "     ■  + 

JL         J.?      1      J  i.     J  1  r,/-»     T       1    •  1    ii  •  1  111  Distance  travelled  -     10  m. 

cart  on  the  land,  as  yesterday.  1.30.  ice  bemg  much  thicker,  unloaded 
cart,  and  proceeded  with  sledges  on  floe  along  the  land.  2.  Observed 
22  musk  oxen  on  the  shore ;  sent  a  party  away  to  endeavour  to  shoot 
one,  but  they  returned  unsuccessful.  7.30,  Encamped  on  old  floe  one  mile 
west  of  Point  Wakeham  ;  for  the  last  7  miles  we  have  been  travelling  on  an 
old  floe  ;  several  hummocks  aground  off  Point  Wakeham. 

7.  Started  ;  steering  in  for  Depot  Point.    9-  Arrived.    Loaded  sledge  Sunday,  26th.  September, 
with  spring  depot.    12.  Lunched.    Exchanged  cheers,  and  parted  com-  wind     ••     -  N.w.s.c.m. 
pany  with  Lieutenant  Pim's  and  Hamilton's  divisions.     2.    Lieutenant  ^^igt^^^e  travelled  to^m* 
Mecham  started  to  visit  Sir  Edward  Parry's  cairn,  on  the  top  of  Sandstone, 
but  finding  thick  weather  coming  on,  he  returned  to  the  sledges.  3.15. 
Arrived  at  the  head  of  Winter  Harbour.    Several  remains  of  Sir  Edward 
Parry's  expedition  on  the  beach.    Old  ice  in  the  harbour.    Left  cart  and 
two  cases  of  pemmican  on  the  beach.    4.30.  Encamped  quarter  of  a  mile 
from  the  head  of  the  harbour.    Land  gravel,  partially  covered  wdth  snow; 
sledges  cutting  into  the  gravel,  making  very  heavy  work,  even  when 
double  manned. 

9  A.M.  Started.    Heavy  snow-drift,  both  crews  on  one  sledge ;  very  Monday,  27th  September, 
heavy  work,  as  the  snow  was  so  soft  the  runners  cut  through  into  the  Wind  north  westerly  5.c.m.  ^ 
ground.    12.  Lunched.    Sent  party  back  for  the  second  sledge.    3  p.m.  nirtance  travelled'  -  "sm. ' 
Encamped.    Built  a  cairn  with  part  of  spring  depot  on  a  mound  about  i>istance  made  good  ^  ^m. 
two  miles  N.W.  from  N.E.  hill,  hoping  to  make  a  better  day's  work  with 
light  sledges  to-morrow.    Land  travelled  over  to-day  consisted  of  moss 
and  gravel,  mostly  covered  with  snow  ;  the  sledge  always  giving  notice 
when  a  stone  came  in  the  vv^ay,  and  required  a  standing  pull  to  get  it  over. 
Compass  fittings  very  incomplete  ;  the  snow-drift  and  wind,  getting  inside 
through  the  two  small  holes  left  in  the  outside  rim,  causing  the  compass 
continually  to  turn  round.    Killed  two  lemmings. 

Wind  and  heavy  snow-drift  continued  all  night,  and  this  morning,  Tuesday,  28th  September, 
confining  us  to  the  tents  until  noon ;  when  the  wind  suddenly  fell  light,  wind      -     -     e.  2.c. 
As  the  sledge  had  been  placed  to  leeward  of  the  tents  the  snow-drift  n^rncf travelled  -  4/ m'. 
had  completely  buried  it,  and  obliged  us  to  dig  it  out.  Distance  made  good  14  miles. 

12.  Started.    Sledges  still  dragging  very  heavily,  although  lightened  "  " 

yesterday  ;  and  at  last  obliged  both  crews  to  be  sent  to  one  sledge  as 
before.  3.  Pitched  tent  in  a  ravine  running  to  the  S.E.,  and  to  all 
appearances  ending  in  a  gradual  slope  to  the  N.W.  Sent  party  back 
for  the  other  sledge  and  spring  depot.  5.30.  Encamped.  Shot  a 
ptarmigan. 

III.  4  G 
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Wednesday,  29tli  September. 

Wind  E.N.E.2,b.c.s. 
Temp.     -       -  -   I-  ,0 

Dlstiuice  travelled  -  r>  m. 
Distance  made  good  -  J  J,  111. 
Course       -        -  li.W. 


Thursday,  30th  September. 

AViud       -        E.S.E.  2.  b.c. 
Temp.       -       +  ,5°.  to  zero. 
Distance  travelled,  4  miles. 
Course        -       N.W.  b.  W. 


Eriday,  1st  October  1852. 

Wmd  -  -  S.E.  3.q. 
Temp.       -         +  3°.  to  4°. 

Distance  travelled  -  5iim. 
Course         -       N.W.  b.  W. 


Saturday,  2d  October. 

Wind  -  -  West  s,  b.c. 
Temp.  -  +  8°  to  zero. 
]  distance  travelled  -  3^  m. 
Course       -       N.W.  b.  W. 


Sunday,  .'id  October. 

Wind       -      N.W.  4,  b.c.iii. 
T<-mp.         -  +  2"  to  -I- 
DiHtaucb  travelled    -    .'Ji  m. 


Mondny,  4lli  October, 

Wind       -       N.W.  r,.  b.c,.|. 


5  A.M.  Thick  snow-drii't.  Lieut.  Mccbam,  firidiug  his  rifle  barrel-' 
missing,  sent  Charles  Nisbet  back  to  last  encampment,  to  search  amon^jst 
the  snow  that  had  collected  round  the  tent  in  the  drift.  9-  Finding  he 
did  not  return,  sent  parties  out  in  the  direction  of  Winter  Harbour,  to 
look  for  him.  1 1.  Mist  cleared  off;  observed  Nisbet  about  a  mile  from  the 
head  of  the  liarbour,  he  havin<^  been  to  the  N.E.  hill  and  the  cart,  during 
his  wanderings.  12.  Lunched,  and  proceeded  witli  autumn  provisions 
and  tent  gear,  &c.,  under  sail.  Land  much  better  for  travelling,  consisting 
of  moss  and  grass,  with  a  few  stones,  all  entirely  covered  with  snow ; 
which  is  much  harder  than  that  we  found  closer  to  the  shore.  3  p.m. 
Pitched  tents,  and  returned  with  empty  sledges  for  spring  depot. 
7-  Encamped.  A  herd  of  reindeer  seen ;  one  doe  shot,  and  left  to  be 
picked  up  to-morrow. 

The  land  appearing  more  level  ahead,  8.30  a.m.  started  vvith  whole 
cargo  on  the  sledges,  under  sail ;  heavy  work,  but  much  better  than 
before,  the  land  being  now  all  moss  or  grass,  completely  covered  with 
snow.  12.  Lunched.  (Jbserved  a  remarkable  headland  on  north  shore 
of  Liddon's  Gulf,  bearing  N.¥/.,  which  afterwards  proved  a  good  mark  to 
steer  by  whenever  in  sight,  Lieutenant  Mecham's  compass  not  being  trust- 
worthy, and  the  glass  of  mine  so  badly  fitted,  that  o)i  putting  the  compass 
on  the  ground  it  invariably  fell  on  to  the  card  ;  on  trying  to  remedy  this ;  I 
unfortunately  broke  the  glass.  Sav/  about  50  reindeer,  shot  2.  On  coming 
up  to  the  carcass  of  the  one  shot  yesterday,  we  found  a  wolf  had  visited  it 
during  the  night,  and  eaten  nearly  both  the  hind  quarters.  5.  Encamped 
in  a  broad  but  shallow  ravine  running  E.S.E. 

8.30.  Started  with  sledges  under  sail.  Reindeer  seen  in  numbers,  but 
having  as  much  fresh  meat  as  we  wanted,  no  more  were  shot.  Land  very 
level,  consisting  of  moss  and  grass  covered  with  snow,  sledges  travelling 
much  easier.  Passed  two  ravines,  where  we  were  obliged  to  double  man  the 
sledges  mitil  they  were  on  the  level  ground  again  ;  the  bed  of  the  ravines 
are  filled  vvith  stones,  but  the  hard  snow  makes  a  good  road  on  top  of  them. 
A  pack,  of  wolves  passed  a  short  distance  ahead  of  the  sledges,  evidently 
chasing  the  deer  at  the  time.  Sunset,  observed  the  land  on  opposite  coast; 
the  difference  between  the  black  and  bare-looking  headlands,  and  the 
plain  of  snow  on  which  w^e  were  travelling,  making  it  appear  very  close. 
The  hills  to  the  eastward  form  a  chain  about  15  miles  long,  commencing 
at  Cape  Bounty  run  N.W.,  slope  gradually  away  until  they  meet  the 
level  land.  The  land  between  these  hills  and  our  encampment  appears  to 
be  one  immense  plane  with  small  ravines  interspersed.  To  the  westward 
a  low  range  of  hills  are  coming  in  sight,  but  they  are  some  distance  off. 

'Sl.  Started.    The  stones  are  now  making  their  appearance  again,  and 
in  consequence  the  work  becomes  heavier.  Passed  two  ravines  in  the  fore- 
noon running  east  and  west,  and  joining  a  larger 
S.E.  about    of  a  mile  on  our  right.    1.  Lunched  on 

diameter  and  L|  feet  deep  ;  numbers  of  reindeer  seen,  two  wolves  and  a 
fox.  Land  more  hilly  ahead.  5.  Encamped.  Lieutenant  Mecham  walked 
to  the  top  of  a  hill  two  miles  ahead,  and  saw  the  floe  not  far  distant,  which 
quite  enlivened  everybody,  land  travelling  being  such  slow  work. 

8  A..M,  Started  ;  course  westerly  down  a  shallow  ra,vine  towards  the  floe  ;  as 
we  proceeded  it  ended  in  a.  stony  pass,  about  },  mile  long.  We  were  obliged 
to  lighten  the  sledges  ;  built  a- cairn  on  the  middle  of  the  pass,  with  spring- 
depot,  and  proceeded  across  a  very  fertile,  plane,  surrounded  by  low  stony 
hills,  on  which  a  herd  of  deer  were  grazing,  then  tlirough  another  pass  not 
so  bad  for  travelling  as  Stony  Pass,  the  sides  being  more  perpendicular,  and 
the  pas.'i  narrower,  tlie  diilt  snow  had  collected  on  the  east  side  forming  a 
good  |)athwiiy.  'I'hc  snow  of  last  year  liad  collected  in  suclv  largo  quantities 
against  the  sides,  that  sma,ll  giaci(!rH  had  been  formed,  and  the  summer  sun 
meltini>'  tli(anhadl(!rt  a  number  of  remarkable  icicles  reach inu' to  the  UTound, 


one  running  N.W.  and 
a  lake  about  |-  of  a  mile 


with  u  cavity  ruiuiing  iiifsidc  a 
the  bed  oftherjver  that  nms  ( 
the  floe;. 

H.l'A).  A.M.  Started  wilJi  one  ('iiipty  sled 
dcpAl,  leaving  tents  pitched,  with  our 


)out  5  feet  in  breadth 
n-()Ugh  the  two  pas 


es, 


5.30. 
about  1 


haica.mped  in 
i  miles  from 


md  both  crews  back  for  spring 
nian  to  look  after  tliem.   10.  Arrived 
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at  Stony  Pass  ;  packed  sledge,  'Tiid  returned  to  the  tents.    12.30.  Limched  ;  Temp.     -        -  zero. 

stowed  tents  and  sleeping  gear  on  small  sledge,  double-manned  it  down  ^^'^'^"''madTgood  '  ilm 
to  the  beach.  .3.  Encamped.  vSent  party  back  for  provision  sledge. 
Lagoon  about  200  yards  to  the  eastward.  Remains  of  Esquimaux  encamp- 
ment half  a  mile  to  the  westAvard.  3.30.  Observed  the  tide  running  into  the 
lagoon,  a  lane  of  water  being  kept  open  by  the  strength  of  the  current. 
Burnt  some  deer's  dung  for  fuel,  of  which  there  was  great  quantities  about ; 
found  it  to  burn  very  well,  with  the  help  of  a  little  fat. 

9  A.M.  Observed  the  tide  running  out  of  lagoon,  the  lane  of  water  being  Tuesday,  5th  Oct. 
still  open.    Started  on  j-oung  ice  for  Cape  Beechey ;  but  ^  mile  from  the  ^y-^^     _     _  'vv.4bc 
beach  we  found  ourselves  amongst  some  very  old  hummocks,  younger  ones  Temp.       -       -  +6. 
and  ridges  of  snow  joining  them,  which  were  so  slippery  the  men  could  get  i^istance  travelled   -  r^m. 
no  hold  for  their  feet,  and  consequently  we  made  very  little  way.  2. 
Steei'ed  more  towards  Hooper's  Island,  in  hopes  of  getting  longer  leads 
between  the  hummocks.    6.  Encamped ;  floe  no  better,  and  by  all  appear- 
ances the  hummocks  continue  all  the  way  across  the  gulf. 

8.45.  Started.    As  this  was  our  sixteenth  travelling  day,  and  the  floe  Wednesday  eth  October, 
being  very  bad  for  crossmg  the  gulf,  Lieut.  Mecham  gave  up  all  hopes  of  wind  -       -  Wests.c. 
reaching  Cape  Beechev  with  the  spring  depot ;  therefore  we  steered  in  for  '^"^■■'p-       ■        + 12. 

.1  "li      1  •     ''       1  ■  1  .i.     j-i  i.         1        ill!     Distance  travelled     -     6  m. 

the  south  shore  agam,  making  as  much  way  to  the  westward  as  the  leads 
between  the  hummocks  would  allow  us.  5.  Encamped  on  good  floe  half  a 
mile  from  the  shore. 

7.45.  Started,  with  one  sledge  and  all  spring  depot,  leaving  the  tents  Thursday,  rth  October, 
pitched,  w^ith  both  the  cooks  to  look  after  them.    The  floe  was  very  ffood      ,    '    „  , 

.  .  .  «/   o  AVind.       -    South  2  in  c  d  *j 

for  travelling,  the  young  ice  forming  an  excellent  i-oad  between  the  hum-  Temp.       ■•         *+ 12. 

mocks  and  shore,  about  50  yards  broad,  and  sometimes  increasing  to a  ^^istance  travelled   -  13  m 

mile  opposite  the  small  bights.    1.  Arrived  at  Cape  Hoppner,  which  Avas 

very  well  adapted  for  placing  the  depot,  several  large  hillocks  having  been 

formed,  either  by  the  pressure  of  the  ice  or  by  the  Avashes  coming  down  the 

ravines.    The  depot  AA^as  completely  buried  alongside  a  hillock ;  the  surface 

l)eing  very  dry,  the  labour  of  digging  was  verj^  much  reduced.  A  conspicuous 

cairn  was  erected  on  the  side  of  the  hill,  immediately  over  the  depot.  The 

land  was  very  fertile  close  to  the  bcacli,  forming  a  slope  up  to  the  foot  of 

the  hills  about  ^  a  mile  broad.    A  herd,  of  deer  was  seen  quietly  grazing, 

without  taking  any  notice  of  us  until  aa'c  advanced  directly  toAvards  them ; 

after  passing  them  one  buck  folloAA^ed  us  some  distance,  as  if  to  see  us  clear 

aAvay  from  the  herd.    Some  musk  oxen  dung  AA^as  seen,  and  tAvo  ptarmigan 

shot,  and  proved  to  be  in  excellent  condition. 

8.  Started  back  for  the  ship ;  found  the  floe  A'ery  good  for  travelling  Friday,  sth  October, 
close  to  the  beach  on  3'oung  ice.    10.  ArriA^ed  at  a  very  conspicuous  ravine,  wind       -      n.w.  2  c. 
having  a  large  black  boulder  in  the  middle  of  the  entrance.    To  our  great  ^emp.  ^  ^^^^^^^^^  ^+^- 
joy,  we  collected  upAvards  of  1  cwt.  of  coal  in  a  veiy  short  time.  12. 
Arrived  at  the  mouth  of  a  rivulet,  running  S.E.  Avith  the  surface  frozen 
over,  2  miles  west  of  the  lagoon ;   and,  AA'ishing  to  cross  the  land  in  a 
different  track,  Ave  took  advantage  of  it ;  but  after  proceeding  about  i  a 
mile  the  stones  began  to  make  their  appearance,  and  forced  us  to  try  the 
land  once  more,  Avhich  Avas  fouiid  very  good  for  travelling,  being  moss  and 
grass,  Avith  a  feAA''  stones,  the  light  sledges  running  very  well,  as  the  snoAv  is 
much  harder  noAv  than  we  found  it  during  our  first  journeys.    Our  course 
to-day  has  been  towards  the  apparent  easterly  termination  of  the  hills 
running  along  the  south  shore  of  Liddon's  Gulf.    5.  Encamped  on  the  top 
of  a  hill  2  miles  from  the  beach. 

8.  Started.    10.  Rounded  the  termination  of  the  hills  running  along  the  Saturday,  9th  October, 
south  shore  of  Liddon's  Gulf.    10.30.  ArriAxd  at  a  large  ravine,  running  wind      -     north,  2b.c. 
S.S.W.,  300  I'eet  deep,  finding  a  small  ravine  running  into  it  on  the  north  Temp.  -       -  —4. 

1  '  o  ^  o  Distance  travelled    -    2^  m 

side.  The  sledges  Avere  taken  down  Avith  no  trouble,  as  the  suoaa'  was  very  course  -  s.e.  b.K 
hard  in  the  bed.  After  dragging  the  sledges  up  the  opposite  side,  Ave  were 
greatly  disappointed  to  see  another  ravine  at  our  feet,  as  deep,  but  not  so 
broad,  as  the  ibrmer  one.  On  arriving  at  the  high  land  on  the  other  side 
(at  2  P.5I.,  having  been  3J>  hours  getting  ^  of  a  mile),  aa^c  found  that  the  tAVO 
ravines  joined  about  of  a  mile  N.W.  of  our  track,  and  that  the  last  one 
Ave  crossed  terminated,  a  little  on  our  right,  in  a  gradual  slope ;  but  the  bed 
of  it  being  stony,  I  doubt  if  we  should  liaA^e  made  such  good  travelling  as 
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Journal  of  Mr,  Naves,  Mate. 


Sunday.  lOtli  October. 


Wind  -  N.W.  3  b.c. 
Temp.  -  -    +  7. 

Distance  travelled  '.>  ni. 

Covrse  -  -  fcl.E. 


Monday,  11th  October. 

Wind,  calm.    -  -  o.b.c. 

Temp.  -  -    +  5. 

Distance  travelled       -  6  m. 


Tuesday,  12th  October. 

Wind,  calm  -  o.b.c.m. 

Temp.  -  -    +  4. 

Distance  travelled    -    10  m. 


Wednesday,  13th  (Jctober. 

Wind  -    N.K.  2  m.e. 

Temp.  -  -    + .'). 

DiKtance  trayelied        12  lu. 


nursflay,  Hfli  October. 

Wind  -  Nortli  3  cm. 

'IViiip.  -  -    I  7. 

I>ibl;ir]Ci'  travelled     -     J3  in. 


I''r)'lay,  I. Mil  Oil-ibcr. 

Wind,  Norili  i«  7  b.ciii. 
Temp.    -  ;i  U)  —  1 .0. 

Oikiijiicc  travelled     •  04111. 


wc  liave  done.  The  land,  witli  the  cxccptiot)  ol'  ilic  two  ravines,  was  very 
I'ertilc.  4.30.  Encamped.  48  deer  seen ;  but  we  were  not  able  to  get 
nearer  than  100  yards.    Table  Hills  were  in  sight  at  sunset. 

8.  Started;  sledges  under  sails.  Several  deer  seen.  10.  Passed  one  of 
Commander  M'Clintock's  encampments.  1.  Crossed  a  broad  but  shallow 
ravine — 1  think  the  same  we  passed  on  the  .30th  September.  3.  Observing 
an  apparent  stone  close  to  the  westward  of  us,  Lieut.  Mecham  set  off  to 
look  at  it,  and  found  to  his  great  surprise  that  it  was  a  large  boulder, 
about  10  feet  high,  and  two  miles  from  our  track.  Built  a  cairn  on  it;  but, 
as  it  is  situated  very  lov*',  it  might  be  easily  passed  without  being  seen. 
4.30.  Encamped.  The  land  to-day  has  been  very  flat  and  fertile,  but 
towards  the  evening  the  stones  grew  more  numerous.  The  coal  collected 
at  the  ravine  in  Liddon's  Gulf  burns  very  well,  the  large  pieces  being- 
preferred,  as  the  atmosphere  appears  to  have  taken  the  good  quality  from 
the  small. 

8.  Started,  steering  betAveen  Cape  Bounty  and  Table  Hills.  12.  Passed  a 
hill,  which  was  at  flrst  mistaken  for  N.E.  Hill ;  on  looking  back  in  the 
afternoon  it  only  appeared  a  small  rise  in  the  land.  2.30.  Passed  a  surveying 
cairn  on  the  top  of  the  hill  on  the  west  side  of  the  head  of  Winter  Harbour, 
from  which  we  saw  the  land  on  the  north  shore  of  Liddon's  Gulf ;  in  fact,  it 
has  not  been  out  of  sight  more  than  half  an  hour  all  the  way  across ;  this, 
and  our  only  passing  one  of  the  small  ravines  we  crossed  on  our  outward 
journey,  evidently  shoAving  we  must  liaA'-e  been  on  a  high  land  during  this 
journey.  Sir  Edw-ard  Parry  found  several  ravines  about  five  miles  to  the 
westward ;  therefore  this  must  be  the  best  track  across,  with  the  exception 
of  the  two  large  ravines  we  crossed  on  the  9th  of  October,  which  might  be 
avoided  by  going  a  little  to  the  eastward.  N.E.  Hill  is  no  mark  coming 
across  the  land,  as  it  is  not  seen  until  Avithin  tAA'O  miles.  4.  Arrived  at  the 
head  of  Winter  Harbour.  Encamped.  The  land  for  the  last  tAvo  miles  has 
been  very  stony,  AAdiich  might  be  avoided  by  starting  a  mile  to  the  Avest- 
ward  of  the  head  of  the  bay,  and  steering  for  the  small  rise  in  the  land  we 
passed  at  noon.  Observed  the  track  of  the  sledges  AAdierever  Ave  had  passed 
over  the  uncovered  ground  during  our  outward  journey. 

8  A.M.  Started.  Shifted  depot  of  pemmican  one  mile  to  the  AvestAvard. 
9-30.  Arrived  at  Sandstone ;  found  papers  and  chart  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ship  "  Investigator,"  left  here  by  Commander  M'Clure,  April  28th  1852; 
built  cairn,  and  left  notice  of  visit  on  top  of  Sandstone.  10.  Lieutenant 
Mecham  started  for  the  ship,  leaving  me  orders  to  A^isit  Depot  Point. 
2.  Arrived  at  Depot  Point ;  built  cairn  and  left  notice  of  A'isit ;  found 
traces  of  Lieutenant  Pim's  return  sledges.  4.  Encamped  one  mile  Avest  of 
Point  Wakeham. 

8  A.M.  Started,  steering  for  Cape  Halse.  Noon.  Observed  track  of 
Lieutenant  Mecliam's  sledge.  My  compass  being  of  little  use,  I 
determined  on  following  it  in  case  of  thick  Aveather  coming  on. 
18  musk  oxen  seen  on  the  plain  east  of  Point  Wakeham.  .5.  Encamped 
3  miles  west  of  (Jape  Bounty  ;  young  floe  ATry  much  packed,  but  good  for 
travelling. 

8  A.M.  Started,  ibllowing  Ijieut.  Mccham's  track.  10.  Rounded  Cape 
Bounty  inside  luimmocks,  ice;  being  veiy  young  close  outside.  12.  Arriv-ed 
at  the  two  islands  during  lunch.  J  Avaiked  to  the  top  of  the  inner  island. 
Observed  the  shi|)s  cU-nr  oCDcidy  Ishuid  and  sledge  "  ])isc()\'cry"  about  .5 
miles  ahead.  Young  Hoc  not  appearing  safe,  rounded  north  end  of  the 
inner  island.  5,  Jleindccr  seen  in-shore;  young  floe  very  much  packed. 
.5.  I'.ncamped  I  miles  from  Dcnly  Island. 

«  A.M.  Started;  Avind  very  high.  9-  ('I'ossed  a,  small  crack  in  the  floe, 
Avhich  had  ()j)ened  a  foot  during  the  night.  *).  15.  Came  to  a  crack  about 
100  yards  across,  I'uiining  soiilli  out  to  seaward  and  W.N.W.  in  towards 
the  land.    Walked  a.  iiiile  out  on  llie  young  blue  ice,  hoping  to  And  a 

{)aHHagc,  but  witlioiil,  success,  the  opening  getting  broader  and  taking  a 
jend  lo  I  lie  eastward.  H«'(iiriic(l  to  the  sledge;  went  back  on  young  blue 
ice  '.'>  miles  to  the  westward.  12.  (Irossed  the  Hoc  towards  Ihc  land. 
2.  ( !ame  to  I  he  narrowest  part  ol'  the  lane,  it  evidently  being  broader 
towards  ( 'a |)c  P^oiiiity.     Unloaded  fJedgc,  placed  about  200 lbs.  weight  on 


Hay  A  Son  l.it)i"tiHln-  ■nmn. 


Joiinial  of  Mr.  J 


Sunday.  lOtli  Octi 


Wind 
Temp. 

Distance  travelled 
Cours* 


Mondaj',  11th  Oc 

Wind,  calm.  - 
Temp. 

Distance  travelled 


Tuesday,  12tli  0' 

Wind,  calm 
Temp. 

Distance  travelle< 


Wednesday,  13tl 

Wind 
Temp. 

Distance  traTeliei 


nurKrtay,  Htli  ( 

Wind  -  ; 

'I'cmp. 

J^iktaiicc  travelle< 


Krl'Uiy,  l.'jtli  Oci 

Wind,  Norlli 
'I'cinp. 

I  >i(!laiict'  travc"ll<.'( 


lowanir  ( ';i|)c  T'oiinl).     Uii1m;h1c(1  f;lc(l,^c,  plnrcd  :i,|«)ul,  L^(K)ll)s.  wci.orTiT  on 
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it,  and  tried  it  on  the  young  ice  made  during  the  night.    Observing  the  ice  Journal  of  Mr.  Nares,  Mate. 

to  bend,  but  not  to  break,  took  weights  off'  the  sledge  and  got  on  myself. 

Tried  to  force  sledge  across  the  lane  with  a  pike,  the  pike  going  through 

every  time  it  was  shifted.    Succeeded  in  getting  over  to  the  opposite  side, 

when  the  ice  broke,  sledge  and  myself  going  under  water ;  men  on  the  floe 

hauled  sledge  back.    4.  Pitched  tent  and  shifted  clothing.    4.30.  Finding 

floes  had  closed  a  httle,  tried  the  sledge  again :  Wm.  Johnson  succeeded 

in  getting  across.    Hauled  all  the  gear  and  men  across,  taking  care  not  to 

have  more  than  200 lbs.  weight  on  the  sledge  at  one  time.    5.  Very  thick 

with  snow-drift.    Started  in  for  the  land,  steering  by  the  wind.    6.  Came 

to  an  older  part  of  the  young  ice,  finding  men  frequently  frostbitten  in  the 

face.    Encamped.    Had  some  cold  bacon  for  supper  and  went  to  sleep. 

Wm.  Johnson  frostbitten  in  the  hand. 

10  a.m.  Started,  thick  snow-drift  steering  N.E.  by  the  wind;  people  Saturday, lethOcto  ber. 
frequently  frostbitten  in  the  face.  1.  Observed  N.E.  Ijluft'  close  to  us,  and 
traces  of  sledge  on  our  first  day's  journey ;  followed  old  track  towards  the 
point  of  peninsula.  2,  Weather  cleared  a  little.  Observed  Dealy  Island 
ahead.  3.  Entered  hummocks  between  island  and  peninsula.  4.  Arrived 
on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute." 

G.  S.  Nares,  Mate. 


No.  7. 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Perseverance," 
detached  from  H.M„  Ship  "  Resolute,"  between  the  4th  April  and  14th 
June  1853,  under  the  Command  of  Geo.  S.  Nares,  Mate. 

Orders  to  Mr.  G.  S.  Nares,  Mate,  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esquire,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute." 


"  DUM  SPIRO  SPERO." 

Journal  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Perseverance,"  attached  as  limited  to 

Lieut.  Mecham. 

Taking  command  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Perseverance,"  manned  with  seven 
men  and  fully  equipped  and  provisioned,  you  will  place  yourself  under  the 
command  of  Lieut.  Mecham,  and  follow  his  orders  for  3'Our  future 
proceedings. 

On  your  return  from  Winter  Harbour,  if  you  have  provisions  that  will 
allow  of  temporary  delay,  you  will  build  cairns  on  conspicuous  points,  to 
assist  any  surveying  party  that  may  be  at  Avork,  taking  a  round  of  angles 
from  each,  to  all  other  cairns  and  conspicuous  points  in  sight.  Summit  of 
C.  Bounty  and  the  nearest  small  island  off"  it  will  be  most  useful  positions, 
if  cairns  shall  not  have  by  that  time  been  built. 

In  case  you  get  game,  do  not  forget  that  the  ships  may  be  in  want,  and 
that  your  own  party  will  require  it  to  recruit  after  their  arrival. 

Lieutenant  Mecham,  to  whom  you  were  attached  in  the  autumn,  spoke 
so  highly  of  your  exertion,  zeal,  and  care  of  your  party,  that  it  is  unnecessary 
for  me  to  refer  to  these  subjects,  being  confident  that  you  will  ably  and 
efficiently  second  him  in  his  very  important  line  of  search. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute"  in  Winter 
Quarters,  Dealy  Island,  2d  April  1 853. 

(Signed)  Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 
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Journal  of  Mr.  Nares,  Mate. 


Second  Journey. 


Third  Journey. 


Fourth  Journey. 


Fifth  Journey. 


Monday,  4tli  April  1853. — I^'irst  Journey,  7  a.m.  Left  the  ab'ip  under 
sail,  cheered  the  northern  divisions,  starting  at  the  same  time.  Floe  very 
heavy  with  soft  snow,  but  in  other  respects  very  good.  4  p.yi.  James 
Butler,  belonging  to  Mr.  Mecham's  sledge,  having  fainted,  we  encamped 
about  three  miles  S.E,  of  the  islands. 


N.E.  Bluff  Cairn,  N.  24°  E. 
Summit  C.  Bounty,  S.  7^"  W. 


Course,  W.S.W,  8' 
Wind,  easterly,  2  (j.m. 
Temperature,  +  4"  to  +  12". 


Tuesday,  5th  April  1853.— 6.45  a.m.  -Started,  steering  outside  C.  Bounty. 
)  a.m.  Passed  the  islands,  under  sail.  Wind,  N.E.-ly.  Eloe  very  good  but 


10  A.M.  Ir'assed  the  islands,  under  sail.  Wmd,  iN.E.-ly.  i<'loe  very  good 
heavy  with  soft  snow.    Saw  1 7  musk  oxen  close  to  P.  Wakeham. 
Encamped. 

P.  Wakeham,  W.  by  S.  i  S. 
C.  Bounty,  E.  b.  N. 


5.30. 


Course,  W.  by  S.  J-  S.-  15J  . 
Wind,  N.E.-ly  3.  o.m. 

Temperature,  —  1°  to  +  6". 


Wednesday,  6th  April  1 853. — 6.45.  Started  under  sail.  Wind  N.E.-ly. 
3.30  p.m.  Arrived  at  Depot  Point.  Found  Mr.  Hamilton's  depot  without 
much  trouble.  Examined  cairn. 


And  one  for  six  days,  three  days 
for  Mr.  Mecham  and  three  days  for 
myself,  containing — 

Pr.  meats,  30  lbs. 

Soup,  6  lbs. 

Biscuit,  48  lbs. 

Tea  and  sugar,  3  days. 

Chocolate,  3  days. 

Bacon,  24  lbs. 


Packed  one  depot  for  five  days  for 
myself,  containing — 

Pr.  meats,  25  lbs. 
Soup,  5  lbs. 
Biscuit,  40  lbs. 
Chocolate,  5  days. 
Rum,  27  gills. 
Bacon,  20  lbs. 
Fuel  in  the  casks. 

Wind,  N.N.E.  5.  c.q.s. 

Distance,  7'. 

Temperature  —  8°. 

Thursday,  7th  April  1853. — 8  a.m.  Started,  steering  for  Winter  Harbour. 
Wind,  N.N.W.  6  b.;  very  heavy  driit,  not  able  to  see  100  yards.  2. 
Arrived  at  the  Jand  close  to  Sir  Edward  Parry's  observatory.  Loaded 
small  sledge  with  the  four  cases  of  pemmican  left  here  in  the  autumn. 
Double  manned  the  sledges  up  the  hill  for  half  a  mile.  Found  the  land 
well  covered  with  snow,  but  the  surface  being  very  soft,  made  the  sledges 
drag  heavily. 

Tracks  of  reindeer  or  musk  oxen  on  the  hard  snow. 

Wind  N.N.W.,  6  b.c.  heavy  drift. 


5.  Encamped. 


Distance  5^' 
Temperature —  17". 


Packed   sledges,  but 


gale 


mcreasmg 


Friday,  8th  April  1853.-—; 
pitched  again  in  the  same  place. 

Wind  N.N.W. 
Temperature  —  20". 

Saturday,  9th  April  1853. — Gale  of  wind  from  N.N.  W. ;  confined  to  the 
tent  all  day  in  conse(|uenc{>.    Between  4  and  5  p.m.  nearly  calm,  but  too 
kite  lo  make  a  staii.     11  i'.m.   Wind  freshened  up  from  the  old  quiU'ter. 
'I'empcrature  —  20". 

Sunday,  1 0th  April  I  853. -Gale  of  wind  from  N.N.W.;  confined  to  the 
tent  il  l  I  (i;iy.     Read  ])rjiyers. 

Temperature  15". 

Moiidiiy,  1 1th  April  1853.— 9..m  Started,  steering  N.W„  with  only  one 
sledge.  Tra.velling  is  still  very  heavy  work,  although  tlu>  late  gale  lias 
h.'irdencd  the  snow  vvvy  much. 

Wind  N.W.,  5  e.g. 

Tempernfure  10". 

ll.:';0.  Sciil  piirty  buck  for  the  other  sledge.  2.  l/imched.  Started 
wilh  one  sledge  ms  belbre,  over  :i  litlJe  bel  ter  ground. 

1.30  I'.M.  I'itelicd  ;  saw  a  li  vv  icindeer.  Seut  p.-ii  ty  bsiek  for  second 
sledge.     7-I5.  I'-iiciunpcd. 
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C.  Bounty,  E,  4  N.  Wind  N.W.  2  B.C.  Journal  of  Mv.  Nav 

Table  Hill,  S.E.  i  E.  Temperature  —  1 5 . 

Ext'  West  of  Liddon's  Gulf,  W.N.W.     Course  N.W.  4i  made  good. 

Distance  travelled,  13^. 
Wednesday,  13th  April  1853. — 6.45  a.m.  Started,  steering  5[.W. ;  the  Seventh  journey, 
land  well  covered  with  snow,  generally  one  foot  in  thickness.  9  a.m.  Found 
ourselves  skirting  the  large  ravine  we  had  so  much  trouble  with  in  the 
autumn.  11  a  m.  The  land  looking  fully  ahead,  struck  down  a  small 
ravine  running  to  the  N.W.,  for  a  mile  before  reaching  the  large  one. 
3.30  P.M.  Double  manned  the  sledges  up  the  Avest  side  of  the  large  ravine. 
Made  sail;  wind,  S.W.  ly  2  b.c.  6  p.m.  I'hicamped  on  the  top  of  a  hill 
with  a  fine  view  of  Liddon's  Gulf  Saw  four  deer,  but  they  proved  to  be 
very  shy.  Passed  a  great  number  of  fox  tracks  during  the  day.  Saw  a 
herd  of  musk  oxen  close  to  the  lagoon. 

Course  N.W.  8'.  Temperature  +  8". 

Wind  S.W.  2  B.C. 

Thursday,  14th  April  1853. — Temperature — 10°.  7.30  a.m.  Sent  sledges  Eighth  joumej. 
on  towards  the  floe,  Mr.  Mecham  and  myself  remaining  to  take  sights. 
12.30.  Arrived  at  the  head  of  the  ravine  running  W.N  W.  out  to  the  floe. 
Left  two  three  day  depots  on  the  highest  land  close  to  the  ravine.  Several 
deer  seen  about,  but  all  rather  shy.  2  a.m.  Lunched  on  the  floe  about 
4'  from  the  east  extreme  of  South  Land.  4  p.m.  Passed  Coal  Ravine ; 
collected  about  90  lbs.  of  coal,  the  snow  not  having  entirely  covered  the 
bed  of  the  ravine.  6.45.  Encamped  4'  West  of  depot.  Wind  N.W.  by 
4  B.c.M.  Soon  after  we  encamped,  the  mist  which  had  been  hanging  about 
the  north  shore  of  the  gulf  cleared  off,  giving  us  a  beautiful  view  ;  the  land 
rises  considerably  inshore,  but  no  land  can  be  seen  to  the  eastward.  Saw 
a  ptarmigan  at  Coal  Ravine,  and  a  herd  of  musk  oxen  inshore. 

Temperature  —  8°. 

Course  westerly  9i. 

Friday,  15th  April  1853. — 7.30  a.m.  started.  Temperature  —  5°.  Wind  Ninth  Journey. 
S.W.-ly,  2  c.M.s.  Floe  very  good  close  to  the  land,  but  the  snow  is  still  very 
soft  and  heavy.  During  the  forenoon,  a  great  quantity  of  snow  falling 
made  the  sledges  drag  heavily  over  the  smooth  ice,  the  men  not  being  able  to 
keep  their  feet.  5  p.m.  Arrived  at  depot,  having  taken  sights  on  the  floe 
^  mile  east  of  depot.  Pitched  the  tents.  Arranged  a  1 2-day  depot  for 
Lieutenant  Mecham,  and  11 -day  one  formvself. 

Course  W.' by  N.  9'- 
Wind  W.  3  B.c.Q. 

Saturday,  l6th  April. — 7.15  a.m.  Started,  steering  across  for  the  west  Tenth  Joumey. 
entrance  of  Barry  Bay.  1  p.m.  Mr.  Mecham's  sledge  was  brought  to  a 
dead  stop  ov/ing  to  the  bad  road.  Double-manned  one  sledge.  4.30  p.m. 
Pitched  tent.  Sent  party  back  for  the  second  sledge.  7.15.  Encamped. 
As  we  neared  the  north  shore  we  found  the  depot  had  been  placed  about  7' 
from  C.  Hoppner. 

Wind  westerly,  1  b.  Temperature  33°. 

Course  N.W.-ly.  6' made  good.  1 2' travelled. 
Saturday,  l6th  April.— 7.30  a.m=     Started  all  hands  on  one  sledge;  Eleventh  Journey, 
floe  very  bad.    10.  Pitched,  sent  party  back  for  the  other  sledge.    1.30  p.m. 
Encamped ;  Mr.  Mecham  having  decided  to  change  to  night  travelling 
on  account  of  the  strong  glare,  and  several  of  the  party  having  bad  eyes. 
Distance  travelled  6'. 

Course  N.W.-ly  2'.    Temperature — 15°. 

Wind  S.E.-ly  2.  o.m. 

Sunday,  17th  April. — 9.45  p.m.  Started ;  all  hands   on  one  sledge.  Twelfth  Journey. 
Snow  still  very  daz.zling  to  the  eye,  owing  to  the  mist}''  weather,  which  is 
certainly  worse  than  the  strong  glare  of  the  sun. 

Monday,  18th  April. — 1  a.m.  Returned  for  the  other  sledge.  After 
lunch,  proceeded  with  single  sledge  as  before.  7  a.m.  Pitched  tent  on  a 
level  floe  iV  from  the  land.  Sent  party  back  for  the  second  sledge.  1 1  a.m. 
Encamped.  Jas.  Peterel  completely  blind,  and  several  of  the  party  having 
sore  eyes  ;  used  the  vv'ine  of  opium  and  bandage  across  the  eyes.  Crossing 
the  entrance  of  Barry  Bay,  found  the  land  ran  to  the  northward  and  N.E. 
in  two  deep  arms  ;  the  land  round  it  steep  and  black-    A  low  beach  runs 
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jomnai  of  Mr.  Nares,  Mate,  off  from  the  wcst  poiiit  for  about  onc  milc.  Tlic  floe  crossing  Iwiddon's  Gulf 
has  been  very  lieavy^  the  sledges  not  having  l:)een  oiit  of  tlie  hummocks 
the  whole  distance;  but  I  think  we  luuc  finished  witli  tliem  now. 

Wind,  S.E.  ly.  1  o.m.  'J'emperaturc — 10''. 
Course,  N.W.-ly.  f/ jiiade  good,  1.5' travelled. 
Thirteenth  Journey.  9  T-M.  Started  uudcr  Sail.    Wind  easterly.    Jas.  Peterel  dragging  in  the 

centre  with  his  eyes  bandaged.  Moe  very  smooth,  but  heavy  with  soft 
snoAv.  Midnight,  finding  tlie  hunuiiocks  runiiing  close  to  (J.  Beechty, 
hauled  inshore  of  them,  and  found  good  ti'avelling,  sometimes  on  the  land 
and  sometimes  on  the  blue  ice, 

Tuesday,  19th  April. — 3.15  a.m.  Encamped  on  the  south  point  of 
C.  Beechey. 

Whid,  Easterly.  3  o.s. 

Course,  Westward.  .54'  made  good,  6'  travelled. 
Fourteenth  Journey.  6.15.  Started  uudcr  Sail.  Wind  easterly.   Steering  for  the  opposite  point 

of  a  bay  Ig'  broad,  with  very  high  land  on  each  side.  The  headland  on 
the  eastern  side  is  about  700  feet  high,  and  being  very  conspicuous  must 
attract  any  one's  attention  coming  from  the  westward.  Saw  two  musk 
oxen  on  the  western  cliffs.  Mr.  Mecham  shot  a  hare  as  we  walked  along 
the  beach,  which  is  very  fertile. 

Wednesday,  20th  April. — 5  a.m.  Encamped  f  mile  east  of  Cape  Hoare. 
Peterel's  eyes  much  better.  At  the  west  point  of  the  bay  passed  to-day, 
the  beach  is  about  1 00  yards  broad,  and  the  land  600  feet  high  ;  but 
towards  the  cape  it  runs  lower  with  a  broad  and  fertile  plain  I'unning  down 
to  the  floe,  on  which  four  musk  oxen  were  feeding,  but  they  proved  too  shy 
to  allow  us  to  get  a  shot  at  them.  A  mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  encamp- 
ment a  low  spit  runs  off  -h  ^  mile. 

Course,  W.S.W.  11' made  good,  12  travelled. 

Wind,  Easterly  4  b.c. 

Fifteenth  Journey.  6.15  P.M.  Started.    Wind  easterly,  1  cm.  .Rounded  C.  Hoare  under 

sail  close  to  the  beach,  a  heavy  range  of  hummocks  extending  off  it  for 
one  mile.    Smooth  travelling  close  to  the  beach,  but  the  snow^  very  heavy. 

Thursday,  21st  April. —  1  a.m.  The  mist  clearing  off,  we  found  we  were 
crossing  a  very  large  and  deep  bay,  with  Commander  M'Clintock's  apparent 
Island  in  the  centre  of  it,  but  to  all  appearance  there  is  no  passage  between 
it  and  the  mainland.  The  land  about  Cape  Hoare  is  a  remarkable  range  of 
table-topped  mountains,  rising  about  6i'  from  the  floe.  At  Cape  Hoare 
the  land  turns  abruptly  to  the  northward.  5.  Encamped.  Calm  ;  tem- 
perature +  5°.  Floe,  this  year's  make,  covered  with  very  deep  and  soft 
snow.    Peterel's  eyes  are  now  quite  well. 

Course,  W.  7'. 

Sixteenth  .Tourney.  3  P.M.  Tcmpcraturc  +  1 9°-  6  P.M.  Started,  stccriug  for  the  wcstcrn  extrcmc 

of  the  bay.  Temperature  + 10°.  Eloe  A'cry  smooth,  but  the  soft  snow 
made  the  sledges  drag  very  heavily. 

Friday,  22d  A])ril. — 5  a.m.  Encamped.  'lVmpcrature+ 10°.  Wind 
calm,  o.M.s. 

Course,  W.S.W.  9'. 

l''rom  Spot  Point  the  hind  turns  more  to  the  westward,  and  runs  away 
so  low  that  thci'c  would  be  great  difficulty  in  telling  the  diflcrence  between 
it  and  the  floe,  if  it  were  not  for  a  ])ile  of  hnnmiocks  formed  of  young  ice 
showing  the  margin  of  the  huid.  At  the  furthest  west  two  hiUocks  are 
seeti  rising  about  20  feet  ahove  th(^  low  ])lain  which  extends  I  V  inshore  to 
the  foot  of  some  low  hills. 
BeveiiteeiJtii  Journey,  6  j'.M.  Started.   ('uhn,('.M.    I  1.  Kouudcd  (lie  low  ])oint  sccu  tliis  moniing. 

Tlic  travelling  being  very  had,  took  the  sledges  inside  the  hummocks,  but 
did  not  improve  the  roiul  very  much. 

S;itiu-day,  23d  A pril.  (J  A.M.  Eii(  ;uu|)c(l  at  the  south  end  of  a  very  low 
[)oiiit.  Tlie  hind  (or  2' inshore  is  low  and  very  fertile;  it  then  rises  into 
u  t;il)l('-1()|)i){!(l  hill.  (!iipe  Sir  .Iniiics  Hoss  Iims  been  in  sight  all  night. 
Tenipeniture  +  10".  Mind,  light  nir  Iroin  the  N.I'l.,  ('ii|)c  Smyth  heiiriiig 
W.  !j,  N.  Saw  'IH  musk  oxen  dining  the  night;  found  them  all  very 
nhy.  .Iiinics  Hniley's  IcgsiiK;  niiich  swelled  this  iiioniing  ;  put  wel  lint  and 
oiled  silk  on  them,  with  a  baiidiige o\c'r  nil. 

Course,  S.\V.  7,1.'. 
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6  P.M.  Wind  northerly,  6  B.C.  Heavy  drift.  Bailey's  leg  is  a  little  better  Journal  of  Mr.  Nares,  Mate, 
this  evening,  but  he  is  unable  to  travel.  Confined  to  the  tent  all  day  in 
consequence.  Mr.  Mecham  shot  a  deer  about  2'  inland,  and  whilst  we 
were  bringing  the  carcass  down  to  the  tents  I  counted  80  musk  oxen  in 
sight  at  the  same  time.  Saw  Bank's  Land  from  the  top  of  a  hill  U^' 
inshore. 

Sunday,  24th  April. — Mr.  Mecham  walked  up  the  inlet  to  the  westward 
of  us ;  found  that  it  ran  up  about  8',  one  arm  turning  N.E.  Two  of  the 
men  walked  to  the  eastward.  Shot  a  musk  bull.  Sent  party  with  small 
sledge  for  the  carcass.  Midnight,  wind  east.  Ther. —  19°.  Deposited  a 
4-day  depot  for  my  return  with  the  best  half  of  the  bullock,  not  being  able 
to  carry  it.  Saw  a  raven  during  the  day.  Several  of  the  men  are  com- 
plaining of  diarrhoea;  gave  them  sedative  pills.  Bailey's  legs  are  much 
better  this  evening. 

Monday,  25th  April. — 7  p.m.  Started,  steering  to  the  westward  across  a  Eighteenth  Journey, 
large  bay  for  Cape  Smyth.    The  land  all  round  the  bay  is  overrun  with 
Table  Hills  ;  one  very  high  one,  a  mile  inshore  of  Cape  Smyth,  shows  itself 
above  the  other  land. 

Tuesday,  26th  April  1853. — 3  a.m.  Passed  Cape  Smyth;  floe  in  the  bay 
was  formed  last  year,  but  much  pressed  up  in  some  places  ;  the  snow  on  the 
surface  very  hard.  The  face  of  the  cliffs,  west  of  Cape  Smyth,  is  nearly 
free  from  snow,  owing  to  the  last  two  days'  sun.  Moss  very  plentiful  in 
the  mouths  of  the  ravines.  Saw  four  ptarmigan ;  collected  a  little  coal  in 
the  first  ravine  west  of  the  Cape,  but  I  did  not  see  any  in  any  of  the 
others.  6  a.m.  Encamped  off  the  remarkable  bluff  seen  by  Commander 
M'Clintock,  Cape  Cyclops  and  the  west  land  in  sight..  Bank's  Land 
in  sight  to  the  southward.  The  floe  from  Cape  Smyth  is  last  winter's  ice, 
with  very  little  snow  on  the  surface.  The  grounded  hummocks  are  thrown 
up  against  the  cliffs,  leaving  no  passage  between  them  and  the  land  :  found 
the  snow-water  quite  brackish,  but  we  are  not  able  to  procure  better. 
Wind  very  variable  all  night. 
Course,  West  11'.    Temperature  +10°. 

Bailey  complaining  a  little  of  his  feet. 

6  P.M.  Started,  steering  W.N.W  for  S.W.  Cape.    Calm  b.c,  temper-  Nineteenth  Journey. 
ature+10°.    7  p.m.  Passed  the  Pi,emarkable  Bluff ;  it  is  about  800  feet  high, 
and  being  much  higher  than  the  land  on  either  side  of  it,  it  must  have  a 
very  conspicuous  appearance  from  the  southward. 

Wednesday,  27th  April  1853. — 5.45.  Encamped  abreast  Cape  Cyclops, 
temperature +10°.  Bailey  has  been  on  the  sledge  all  day,  Mr.  Mecham 
taking  weights  off  my  sledge  in  consequence.  Floe  made  last  winter  covered 
with  hard  snow.  Between  Cape  Cyclops  and  the  Remarkable  Bluff  a  broad 
but  shallow  bay  extends,  with  an  extensive  plain  at  the  bottom.  Several 
ptarmigan  flew  over  our  heads  from  the  southward  during  the  night. 
Calm.  Temperature  at  midnight  —  4°. 
Course,  W.N.W.  13'. 

6.30  p.m.  Started,  steering  for  S.W.  Cape.    Floe  very  good  close  to  the  Twentieth  Journey, 
land-hummocks,  until  we  arrived  about  6'  from  the  Cape,  when  we  were 
obliged  to  haul  out  for  ^  mile  owing  to  some  large  hummocks  of  old  and 
young  ice. 

Thursday,  28th  April  1853  6  a.m.  Encamped.  Observed  another  head- 
land open  west  of  S.W.  Cape. 

Wind  northerly  4  b.c,  therm o  mer  +  15°. 
Course,  W.N.W.  14'. 
Bailey  walking  alongside  the  sledge  all  night. 

6.15  P.M.  Started.  Hummocks  very  heavy.  Wind  N.W.-ly  3  b.c.  9  p.m.  Twenty-first  Journey. 
Observed  appearance  of  distant  land  bearing  N. W.  (  compass. )  M  r.  Mecham 
climbed  to  the  top  of  the  cliffs,  found  that  this  land  turns  north  for  a  short 
way,  and  then  more  to  the  eastward.  The  coast  of  the  new  land  is  very 
much  refracted,  but  appears  to  run  N.E.  and  S.W.,  both  ends  turning  to 
the  westward,  leaving  a  channel  between  us  and  it  about  20'  across. 

Friday,  29th  April,  1853. — At  midnight  hauled  closer  inshore,  and 
found  a  better  floe.  The  hummocks  we  have  just  left  are  generally  formed  of 
young  ice,  but  have  some  pieces  of  very  old  ice  amongst  them.  5  a.m. 
Rounded  S.W.  Cape. 

m.  4H  . 


(  m  ) 


Journal  of  Mr.  Narcs,  Mate 


Twenty-second  Journey. 


TTTcnty-third  Journey. 


Twenty-fourth  Journey. 


Ttrenty-fifth  Journey. 


)>i*t.  trAVflli!'!. 


).15  A.M.  Encfuiipcd  on  the  land  1/  noitli  of  the  ('ape;  lieavy  huni- 
eks  seen  outside;  a  l)luff'  in  sight  al)out  '.V  to  tlie  northward.  The 


6.15  A.M. 

moeks 

liills  rise  about  100  feet,  ]^  of  a  mile  inshore  of  the  encampment. 
Course,  W.N.W.  7'. 
North  2'. 

7.30  P.M.  Started,  steering  N.  by  E.  along  the  beach,  to  clear  the 
heaviest  hummocks.  WindN.E.  2  b.c,  thermometer  4- 5°.  8.30.  Took  sledges 
outside  the  hummocks,  steering  for  a  remarkable  hill  on  the  land  to  the 
westward.  9-  George  Kelly  was  taken  ill  vv'ith  a  pain,  in  his  bowels ; 
stopped  the  sledge,  made  some  warm  water,  gave  him  some  hot  spirits  and 
water  with  15  drops  of  laudanum,  which  eased  him  for  a  short  time,  but  the 
pain  not  going  away,  pitched  the  tent,  made  some  warm  tea,  filled  three 
water  bottles  with  hot  water  and  placed  them  on  his  stomach ;  this  gave  him 
great  relief, 

Saturday,  30th  April  1853. — 3  a.m.  Kelly  being  much  better,  packed 
sledge  and  proceeded.  4.  Observed  a  deep  bay  between  Haycock  Bluff 
and  N.W.  Point;  the  land  continues  high  and  steep  to  the  N.W.,  and  is 
about  15  miles  distant.  5.30  a.m.  Encamped  close  to  Mr.  Mecham's 
tent.  Kelly  much  better.  Baile^y's  leg  is  nearly  well,  but  it  will  not  allow 
him  to  strain  it  at  the  sledge.  The  rest  of  the  crew  are  still  complaining 
of  diarrhosa.  The  floe  is  very  old,  and  travelling  very  heavy  in  consequence 
of  the  snow  having  commenced  to  rot  underneath  the  upper  surface ; 
although  it  appears  hard,  it  gives  way  as  soon  as  any  weight  comes  on  it. 
The  sun  was  seen  above  the  horizon  all  night. 

Course,  N.N.W.  7'. 

Wind,  N.E.  2  b.c. 

7  P.M.  Started,  steering  N.N.W.  Floe  very  old.  9-30.  Opened  land 
north  of  N.W.  Point.  11  p.m.  Altered  course  to  N.W.  Men  suffering 
much  from  diarrhoea.  Objects  being  much  refracted,  renders  it  difficult  to 
make  out  either  shape  or  direction  of  land. 

Sunday,  1st  May  1853. — 5.40.  Encamped.  Floe  very  rotten  on  the 
surface.  Land  at  the  bottom  of  N.E.  Bay  appears  high,  with  sloping  hill 
running  down  to  the  floe.  Land  beyond  N.W.  Point  apparentlj'^  very  high 
and  distant. 

Course,  N.W.  7^/. 

6.30  p.m.  Started,  steering  for  Spit  Point.  Wind  northerly  1  u.c., 
thermometer  +  10°. 

Monday,  2d  May  1853. —  Having  walked  ahead  of  the  sledges,  reached 
the  land  at  1 .30  a.m.  ;  ascended  a  hill  about  90  feet  above  the  level  of  the 
floe.  The  land  beyond  Spit  Point  trends  to  the  N.W.,  heavy  pressure  and 
pack  lying  off  the  coast.  The  north  extreme  of  Melville  Island  appears 
to  be  very  high  and  about  25  miles  distant ;  the  land  about  N.AV.  Point 
appears  to  be  an  independent  island.  5.30  a.m.  Sledge  arrived.  Encamped 
at  Spit  Point.  T'\mnd  a  fev/  pieces  of  petrified  Avood  on  the  top  of  a  hill 
close  to  the  encampment.  Shot  6  ptarmigan.  Loaded  Mr.  Mecham's 
sledge  with  42  days'  provisions,  leaving  ine  10  days  to  return  to  the  depot 
at  Cape  Hoppncr,  and  a  3-day  dep6t  for  Mr.  Mecham's  return  to  be  placed 
at  S.W.  Cupc,  Melville  Island. 

Course,  W.N.W.  8]/. 

7  p.m.  Started,  both  ci'ews  on  Mr.  Mecham's  sledge.  A¥ind  northerly, 
1  15.C.M.  Bailey's  leg  still  troubling  him,  left  him  with  my  tent.  Found 
a  line  of  h(;avy  hunmiocks  extending  along  the  land  close  to  the  beach, 
with  very  old  iloe  pieces  ])resst'd  ii])  amongst  them.  10  p.m.  Walked  ahead 
of  the  sledge  with  Mr.  Mechani,  hoj)ing  to  reach  the  top  of  some  hills 
inland ;  but  the  time  getting  short,  and  tliick  Aveather  coming  on,  returned 
to  the  sledgc!  itt  2.3f)  a.m.  on 

Tuesday,  3d  May  185:').--  2.30  a.m.  Lunched.  Exchanged  cheers  with 
n.M.  Sleclge  "  Discovery "  an*!  ])iirted  company.  Received  orders  from 
Lieutenant  Mccliam  to  rclurn  to  Cape  M()p))nrr,  bring  up  his  12-day 
ilcpot  to  Cape  Smyth,  transport  the  cart  to  i.iddon's  (uilf  irom  Winter 
Harbour,  and  from'tlierc  to  return  to  the  ship.  5.30  a.m.  Arrived  at  tent; 
cnciunjx'd.  I>iuul  iippeiu's  to  ticnd  to  the  northward  after  passing  the  furthest 
t)()int, 


Tein|»eriit ure,  3  a.m. 
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6.30  P.M.  Started,  having  built  a  cairn  on  the  summit  of  Spit  Point,  and  Tvrenty-sixtii  Journey, 
depositing  a  record  left  by  Mr.  Mecham.    Steering  across  for  S.W.  Cape, 
Melville ;  Island  found  improved  travelling  by  skirting  close  to  the  north- 
ward of  the  main  pack. 

Wednesday,  4th  May  1853. — 4  a.m.  Encamped.    Men  still  complaining 
of  diarrhoea,  but  not  so  much  as  before. 

Wind  northerly  1  b.m.    Temperature  at  2  a.m. —  5°. 
■  Course,  S.E.  13'. 

6.45  P.M.  Started.    Calm,  o.b.c,  temperature  +  12°.  T^yeuty-seventh  journer, 

Thursday,  5th  May  1853. — 3.30  a.m.  Cleared  the  line  of  humm.ocks 
extending  along  the  land.  5.15.  Encamped  at  the  old  encampment  1-^'  to 
the  northward  of  S.W.  Cape.  Examined  record  in  cairn,  and  deposited  a 
notice  for  Mr.  Mecham.    Placed  3-day  depot  close  to  the  cairn. 

Wind,  North  2  s.m.,  temperature  +  3°. 
Course,  S.E.  9'. 
Wind  northerly  during  the  day. 

5.30.  p.m.  Started;  wind  S.E.  by  1  b.c.s.,  temperature +  15°.  Rounded  Twenty-eighth  Journey. 
S.W.  Cape,  following  the  outw^ard  track  through  the  hummocks  1  S. 

Friday,  6th  May  1853. — 1.  a.m.  Lunched;  made  sail;  wind  westerly. 

1  B.C.,  temperature +11°.  Struck  off  inshore  of  old  track,  and  found  a  better 
floe  close  to  the  land.  4.15  a.m.  Encamped  about  4/  west  of  Cape  Cyclops. 

Course,  S.E.  by  15^'.    Temperature — 10°. 
A  great  quantity  of  snow  has  disappeared  from  the  face  of  the  cliffs 
since  we  passed  a  few  days  ago.     Temperature   inside  the  tent  at 

2  p.m. +67°. 

6  p.m.  Started,  temperature  + 17°.   Wind  westerly,  1  b,  9.30.  Passed  our  Twenty-ninth  Jom-ney. 
old  encampment  off  C.  Cyclops.     1.0.  Observed  the  land  about  C.  Sir 
J.  Ross ;  floe  very  good,  but  the  snow  is  much  softer  than  we  found  it 
before. 

Saturday,  7th  May. — 4.15.  a.m.    Encamped   off  a    ravine  west  of 
Remarkable  Bluff,  in  hopes  of  getting  better  water  than  when  here  on  the 
26th  April.    We  found  it  brackish,  although  the  snow  was  taken  from  the 
largest  hummock  near  the  tent  and  not  ^  of  a  mile  from  the  land. 
Course,  E.S.E.  19i°. 

4  p.m.  Temperature +22°.    Wind  v/esterly,  2  b.c. 
8.  p.m.  Started,  steering  along  the  land.    Halted  for  tV  an  hour  at  the  Thirtieth  Journey, 
ravine  west  of  C.  Smyth;  collected  about  50lbs.  of  coal, 

Sunda}',  8th  May. — 12.30.  Passed  C.  Smyth,  follovv^ing  old  track  across 
the  bay  for  Disaster  Point.    4.15.  a.m.  Encamped  C.  Smyth,  west. 
V^ind  S.E-ly,  2  b.  C.  Jas.  Ross,  S.S.E. 

Course,  west  11  Jj'.  Read  prayers. 

Temperature + 4° . 

6.30  p.m.  Started,  under  sail,  steering  for  Disaster  Point.    Wind  W.N.  W,  Thirty-first  Journey. 
2  b.c.m.  Temperature +  9°.    10  p.m.  Arrived  at  the  Point;  took  up  4  days' 
depot  and  some  of  the  musk  oxen  shot  by  Mr.  Mecham  v/hilst  here  in 
April.    10.30.  Proceeded,  steering  E.N.E.  for  C.  Hoare  ;  sh^y  several  musk 
oxen  in  shore  ;  shot  3  ptarmigan. 

Monday,  9th  May. — 2  a.m.  Temperature — 1°.  5  a.m.  Encamped. 
Calm  B.C.;  temperature  + 14°. 

C.  Ross,  S.  i  W.  Course,  E.N.E.  4-L'. 

C.  Smyth  seen  over  Disaster  Point,  west.  East,  6'. 

The  floe  in  the  bay  is  very  heavy,  if  possible  it  is  worse  than  when  we 
crossed  it  before. 

6.15.  Started,  under  sail,  steering  for  C.  Hoare,  wind  westerly,  tempera-  Thirty- second  Journey. 
ture  +  20°.      7  p.m.   Wind  shifted  to  N.E.;  shortened  sail.  Midnight, 
temperature  +  16°. 

Tuesday,  10th  May. — 3  a.m.  Rounded  C.  Hoare,  inside  the  hummocks. 
4.  Encamped,  wind  variable,  2  b.c.q,,  temperature +12°.  Sslw  a  herd  of 
musk  oxen  in  shore,  floe  very  bad  at  starting,  but  it  gradually  got  better  as 
we  neared  the  cape.    Course  E.N.E.  16'. 

2  p.m.  Temperature +34°.   Wind  northerly,  2  b.c.q.     6.15  p.m.  Started,  Thirty -third  Joiurney. 
wind  N.  by  E.,2  b.c.q.    Steering  for  C.  Hoppner,  -  I  a.m.  Calm. 

4  H  2 
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Thirty-fourth  Journey. 


Thirty-  fifth  Journey. 


Thirty-sixth  Journey. 


Thirty-seventh  Journey. 


Thirty-  eigiitli  Journey. 


Thirty-ninth  .Journey 


7orti«th  Journey. 


Wednesday,  11th  May. — 5  a.m.  Encamped  ^  a  mile  from  the  land  about 
C.  lloppncr;  we  found  much  better  travelling  crossing  the  gulf  than  before, 
when  we  crossed  it  more  to  the  eastwai'd. 

Course,  E.  by  S.  11'. 
6  P.M.  Started,  under  sail,  steering  in  for  and  along  the  land.  Wind, 
west,  2  O.M.,  found  smooth  floe  close  in  shore.  10  p.m.  temperature  + 1 8°. 
Jno.  Bailey  complaining  of  a  pain  in  his  right  side.  11  p.m.  Pitched  the 
tent.  Bailey  getting  worse  made  some  warm  tea,  which  relieved  him  very 
much,  filled  all  the  water  bottles  with  hot  water  and  placed  them  on  his 
side.    Took  the  empty  sledge  on  to  the  depot. 

Thursday,  12th  May. — 1  a.m.  Arrived  at  the  depot.  Loaded  sledge  with 
Lieut.  Meeham's  depot  of  12  days,  and  my  own  1 1  days'  provisions.  6  p.m. 
Arrived  at  the  tent.   Encamped.    Found  Bailey  much  better. 

Temperature +16°.    Wind,  west,  4  c.q. 
Course,  E.  ^>  N.    Dist.  1.5'. 
I  made  up  i^.y  mmd  to  remain  encamped  for  a  day  or  two  as  Bailey  is 
far  from  well,  in  fact  for  the  last  ten  days  he  has  either  been  carried  or 
w  alked  alongside  the  sledge. 

Friday,  13th  May.— 2  a.m.  Temperature  + 12°.  Wind,  S.E.  1  u.c.m. 
Light  snow  falling.    Shot  a  hare. 

Saturday,  14th  May. — Wind,  S.E.-ly.  2  b.c.  Shot  two  hares.  Noon, 
temperature +  42°.  6.30  p.im.  Started,  steering  along  the  land  for  C. 
Hoppner.  Wind,  south,  1  b.  11.30.  Hauled  out  from  the  hummocks  and 
steered  across  for  C.  Hoare.  Made  sail.  Floe  very  slippery  and  rotten  on 
the  surface.  Directly  after  starting  Jas.  Peterel  was  taken  with  a  pain  in  his 
legs,  which  obliged  me  to  place  him  on  the  sledge  for  the  day. 

Sunday,  15th  May. — Bailey  is  much  better,  but  the  pain  in  his  side  still 
troubles  him.  3  a.m.  Encamped.  Rubbed  Peterel's  legs  with  a  little  rum, 
put  some  w^et  lint  and  oiled  silk  on  it.  Temperature +  3°.  AVind,  southerly, 
1  B.    Read  prayers. 


Course,  W.  -|-  N. 


Dist.  81'. 


Started,  steering  for  C.  Hoare.  Weather  misty,  not  able  to  see  the  sun. 
Wind,  calm,  1  o.m.  Temperature +  21°.  Peterel  was  obliged  to  walk  along- 
side the  sledge  all  day. 

Monday,  l6th  May. — Having  now  two  sick  men,  I  encamped  early, 
II'  east  of  C.  Hoare.    Saw  a  herd  of  musk  oxen  some  distance  in  shore. 
Temperature +22°.    Wind,  west,  1  c. 
Course,  West,  74'. 

6  p.m.  Started  under  sail,  steering  for  Disaster  Point.  Past  C.  Hoare 
li'  N.  from  the  land  outside  the  grounded  hummocks. 

Tuesday,  17th  May. — 5.  Encamped.  No  sun  out,  temperature  + 1 7°. 
Wind,  easterly,  3.  b.c.  Saw  a  herd  of  musk  oxen  on  the  west  side  of  the 
inlet.    Floe  very  bad  the  latter  part  of  the  night. 

Summit  Joy  Bluff,  N.    E.    Course,  W.S.W.  15^'. 

East  extreme  north  shore,  E.N.E. 

5  P.M.  Started,  steering  for  Disaster  Point.    Wind,  S.W.-ly  2,  o.c. 

Wednesday,  18th  May. — Floe  very  rotten,  soft,  and  wet,  causing  very 
lieavy  tnivelling.  3. .30  a.m.  l<^ncani])ed  1'  west  of  Disaster  Point,  found 
salt  water  outside  the  gi'ounded  hunnnocks  off  the  Point.  Calm,  very  thick 
fog,  not  able  to  s(;e  100  yards. 

Tcin|)("riifure  +  25°.    Course,  W.S.W.  10'. 

Wind  easterly  diu  ing  tlit^  day,  6  u.ca).  '^  p.m.  Temperature +  32°.  6..3()  i'.m. 
Started  under  sail,  steering  across  Table  Bay  for  Smyth.  Wind  easterly, 
()  Il.(.'.(^M.,  t('in|)('raliir('  129".  f)  i'.m.  Pitched  4'  from  the  cii])e,  took  sledge 
on  with  lO-diiy  depot  for  l>ieut.  Mecluun's  return.  Reefed  the  sail  as  we 
roundtid  C  Smyth,  the  men  not  being  able  to  keep  up  with  the  sledge. 

Thursday,  l|)th  Miiy.  Placed  the  d('])ot  on  th(>  east  bank  of  tlie  first 
ravine  west  ol"  Sniyfh.  Collected  a  siniill  (juantity  of  coal,  (bund  water 
on  the  land  at  the  foot  of  the  elills,  returned  to  the  tent.  Wind,  east, 
6o.(;.ii.     Dist.  12.'/    Tenipeniture  I  26". 

Stiirted,  wind  easterly, -^1  h.o.m.o.,  temper.tl,ur(>  I  28",  .steering  by  the  wind 
nu(\  HomdiiticH  by  the  old  track  for  Disaster  Point. 

I''riday,  20th  May.  Encamped  at  hisaster  Point,  weather  very  thick, 
snowing  very  hard  and  very  trying  to  tiie  eyes.     Wind,  east,  2,  tempera- 
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ture  +  28°,  dist.  4}/.     5  p.m.  Started  uuder  sail,  steering  for  C.  Hoare,  Forty-first  Joumey. 

Wind,  west,  4  o.q.m.,  temperature +  30°.    Saw  a  herd  of  musk  oxen  to  the 

westward. 

Saturda}^,  21st  May. 
3.15.  Encamped,  temperatm'e+24°. 

Joy  Head,  north.       Wind,  west,  1  b.c. 
C.  Hoare,  E.N.E.       Course,  E.N.E.  I4J-'. 
5  A.M.  Temperature +  29°.    The  floe  travelled  over  to-day  is  certainly  the 
heaviest  we  have  met  with  since  leaving  the  ship,  the  soft  snow  being  in 
some  places  2  feet  deep. 

Started  under  sail,  steering  E.  by  N.  for  the  hummocks  off  C.  Hoare,  Forty-second  Journey, 
floe  very  heavy  with  soft  snow.   Wind  3  o.m.q.,  temperature +  30°. 

Sunday,  22d  May. — Passed  C.  Hoare  outside  the  hummocks;  altered 
course,  steering  across  for  C.  Hoppner.  Saw  a  herd  of  musk  oxen  on  the 
north  shore  of  the  Gulf.    Encamped,  temperature +  20°. 


Course,  {|  f^?"-}  13i'. 


Read  prayers. 

6  P.M.  Started.   Wind,  W.N.W.  1  b.c,  temperature +27°.    Saw  a  raven  Forty-thM  Journey, 
and  an  ivory  gull.    10  p.m.  Entered  a  line  of  heavy  hummocks  which  I 
found  extended  in  close  to  the  land  ;  travelling  very  heavy. 

Monday,  23d  May. — 1.30.  Lunched  ^'  east  of  C.  Hoppner.  Found  the 
young  floe  overrun  with  v/ater ;  took  sledge  inside  the  grounded  hummocks. 

5.15.  Encamped  on  the  land  east  of  C.  Hoppner.  Shot  a  hare.  Wind, 
east,  2  B.C.,  temperature +20°. 

Four  hares  w^ere  shot  during  the  day  close  to  the  tent ;  three  more  seen. 
5.30  P.M.  Started  under  sail,  steering  along  the  land  outside  the  grounded  Forty-fourth  Journey, 
hummocks.    Shot  three  hares;  saw  five  more. 

Tuesday,  24th  May. — 1  a.m.  Lunched  at  old  depot  place.  Saw  a  herd 
of  musk  oxen  Vvdth  five  young  calves  inshore ;  floe  tolerably  hard,  but  the 
water  overflowing  outside  the  grounded  hummocks  has  taken  away  our 
usual  road  of  blue  ice  along  this  part  of  the  coast.  4.30  a.m.  Encamped. 
Wind,  2  westerly,  c.m.s.,  temperature  + 18°. 

Course,  East  13'. 

Started,  steering  along  the  land.  Wind  very  variable,  1  o.m.s.  Tempera-  Forty-fifth  Journey. 
ture  +  22°,  lately  fallen  snow  making  the  sledge  drag  very  heavily. 

Wednesday,  25th  May. — Encamped  early  at  depot,  the  men  being  very 
tired.  Saw  a  herd  of  musk  oxen  in-shore  soon  after  starting.  Wind  N.E. 
1  o.m.s.    Temperature  + 19°. 

Dist.  10.y. 

Started  under  sail,  steering  E.  by  S.    Wind  North,  3  o.s.    Temperature  ^'^'^y'^'^ 
+  26°.    Midnight,  crossed  the  large  ravine . 
Thursday,  26th  May. — 4-15.  Encamped. 

Course,  E.  by  S.  3'.  Wind  North,  2  b.c. 

S.E.  3'.  Temperature +19°. 

Land  entirely  covered  Avith  very  soft  snow,  even  more  so  than  when  crossing 
in  April.  Bailey's  legs  are  looking  very  bad.  I  determined  to  take  him  on 
board  at  once. 

Blowing  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  northward  during  the  day.  7  p.m.  Started  Forty-seventh  joumey. 
under  sail,  steering  S.E.    Wind  North,  3  b.c.q.    10.30  p.m.  Crossed  the 
half-way  ravine.    Wind  \¥est,  2  b.c.    Snow  very  heavy,  but  the  sail  helps 
'  the  sledge  very  much.    5.15.  Encamped.    Temperature +25°. 

Course,  S.E.  8'. 

John  Bailey  not  being  at  all  fit  to  travel  over  the  land  a  second  time,  and  Forty-eighth  Joumey. 
Mr.  Mecham's  provision  depots  being  deposited  in  the  places  he  assigned 
for  them,  I  resolved  to  return  to  the  ship.    8.30  p.m.  Started  under  sail, 
steering  S.E.    AVind  westerly,  3  b.c.q. 

Saturday,  28th  May. — 1  a.m.  Arrived  at  Winter  Harbour ;  took  three 
days'  provisions  from  the  depot  and  crossed  the  harbour.  5.30  a.m. 
Encamped  ^'  East  of  Reef  Point. 

Course,  S.E.  7'.  Temperature +23°. 


East,  21 
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Forty-niiitii  Journey.  8  P.M.  Started  uiuJcr  recfc'd  sail,  wind  northerly,  8  b.c.q.  Temperature, 

+  24",  steering-  for  Depot  Point. 

Sunday,  29th  May. — 1  a.m.  Lunehed.    Calm  b.c.    6.  I^ncampcd-  Wind 
North,  2  B.C.    Temperature +  27°.    Floe  even,  but  very  heavy.  Bailey's 
leg  pains  him  much  ;  he  has  been  on  the  sledge  all  day.    Read  prayers. 
Course,  W.N.W.  8.^. 

Piftietii  Jom-ney.  4.30  P.M.  Started  uudcr  Sail,  steering  for  Cape  Bounty.    Wind  N.N. W. 

.5  B.C.Q.M.,  with  a  heavy  snow  drift ;  floe  tolei'ai)ly  good. 

Monday,  .30th  May. — 3.30  a.m.  Encamped  I'i'  East  of  Cape  Bounty. 
Wind  N.N.W.  6  B.C.Q. 

Course,  W.N.W.  8|'. 

Fifty -first  Journey.  Started.    Wind  N.N.W.  9  B.c.(,2.,  v/ith  a  very  heav\'  drift,  steering  by  an 

old  sledge  track. 

Tuesday,  31st  May.— 2  a.m.  Saw  the  ships  clear  of  Dealy  Island. 
3.30.  Arrived  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute ;"  every  one  in  good 
health,  with  the  exception  of  John  Bailey. 

Course,  ¥/.N.W.  15'. 


Orders  to  Mr.  Nares,  Mate,  H.M.S.  "Resolute." 

H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  3rd  June  18.53. 

Marching  by  the  new  plan  of  travelling,  you  will  proceed  to  Winter 
Harbour,  there  pick  up  the  cart,  carry  it  across  the  land,  together  with  a 
small  quantity  of  lime  juice,  depositing  both  in  the  position  Lieut.  Mecham 
has  directed  you. 

You  will  endeavour  to  obtain  the  latitude  at  the  position  near  the  Lagoon 
where  Lieut.  Mecham  got  observations  for  time,  informing  him  that  you 
have  or  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  it. 

For  this  service  you  will  have  four  men  and  the  necessary  provisions. 
Having  completed  it,  you  will  return  to  j'our  ship  with  all  dispatch. 

The  preserved  meats  at  Winter  Harbour  are  to  be  brought  back. 

(Signed)  H.  Kellett,  Captain. 


G.  S.  Nares,  Mate,  to  Captain  Kellett. 

Sir, 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  in  compliance  Avith  your  orders,  I 
left  the  ship  at  4  p.m.  on  the  3rd  of  June,  with  a  sledge  manned  b}^  four  men 
under  my  orders,  provisioned  for  twelve  days. 

1  arrived  at  the  cart  in  Winter  Harbour  early  on  June  .5th,  and  at  the 
depot  in  Liddon's  Gulf  on  the  8th,  having  taken  the  Mer.  altitude  the  day 
before  at  the  same  place  Mr.  Mecham  took  sights  for  time  in  April. 
The  cart  was  left  at  the  depot,  together  with  the  lime-juice,  for  Mr.  Mecham's 


Having  a  day's  provisions  to  spare,  I  determined  to  proceed  to  the  east 
extreme  of  the  south  shore,  for  the  purpose  of  determining  the  depth  of 
Liddon's  Gulf. 

On  the  9th  .June  I  encamped  about  2  miles  east  of  the  Lagoon  Point ; 
and,  it  being  a  very  clear  day,  I  was  enabled  to  see  the  head  of  the  gulf, 
which  I  estimated  to  be  1 1  miles  distant. 

On  the  llth  .Jinie  1  iigain  arrived  at  Winter  llarboui-,  and  on  board  Her 
Majesty's  Sliij)  "  ncsohitr"  on  the  llth  June,  the  party  all  being  inmost 
excellent  health. 

A  great  (juantily  of  snow  had  melted  from  tlie  surl'aee  of  \hv  land  since 
J  crossed  in  the  hittei'  i)arl  of  Ma,y. 

A  largi',  and  conspienons  f-airn  was  ei'cclcd  on  the  sunmiit  of  ( ';i|>e  P>onnty. 

f  have,  i<fc. 
(  Signed)       (J.  S.  Naiikm,  Mate. 

NnndxT  of  days  I  ravelling       -        -       -  (51 

Days  detained  l)y  weal  her  or  sicknesii        -  / 

DiHtinit'c  travelled   VA'yl  nn'les 

Mean  rale  ol'  travelling  daily    -        -        -  9-8  „ 
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Journal  of 

Jvfo.  8.  Lieutenant  Bedford  Pirn. 

Banks  Land.— Lieutenant  B.  C.  T.  Pim,  between  the  21st  September 
and  Hh  October  1852,  and  lUth  March  and  19th  April  1853. 
Lieutenant  R.  V.  PIamilton,  between  the  21st  September  and 
7th  October  1852,  and  Auxihary  Mr.  E.  De  Bray,  Enseigne  de 
Vaisseau,  between  21st  September  and  7th  October  1852.  Auxiliary 
to  Lieutenant  Pim,  Dr.  W.  T.  Domville,  Surgeon,  between 
10th  March  and  19th  April  1853,  and  5th  May  and  9th  June 
1853. 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  John  Barrow," 
detached  from  H.M.  Ship  Resolute"  between  21st  Septem- 
ber and  8th  October  1852,  under  the  Command  of  Bedford  C. 
T.  Pim,  Lieutenant. 

Orders  to  Lieut.  B.  C.  T..  Pim,  H.M.  Ship  "Resolute." 

By  Plenry  Kellett,  Esquire,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute." 

Having  chosen  you  for  the  important  command  for  searching  the  coast 
of  Banks  Land  westerly,  and  having  placed  under  your  command  the 
sledge  manned  with  seven  men  and  provisions  for  twenty-five  days ;  also 
having  appointed  an  auxiliary  sledge  with  six  men  to  accompany  you, 
under  the  command  of  Mr.  De  Bray,  who  has  directions  to  follow  your 
orders, 

You  will,  as  soon  as  you  are  in  all  respects  ready,  proceed  in  company 
with  Lieut.  Hamilton  to  Winter  Harbour,  pick  up  your  depot  at  Fife 
Harbour,  and  advance  it  to  an  eligible  point  on  the  south  coast  of  Melville 
Land,  for  your  crossing  the  strait  next  year. 

You  are  not  to  cross  the  strait  this  year. 

The  time  for  your  return  will  occupy  your  most  serious  consideration, 
that,  from  any  endeavour  to  push  your  depot  in  advance  you  do  not  risk 
by  extreme  exposure  in  the  advanced  state  of  the  season  the  health  of  your 
men.    Any  accident  now  Avould  be  fatal  to  our  exertions  next  spring. 

Mr.  De  Bray's  party  will  call  for  your  careful  supervision,  that  no  mis- 
apprehension may  occur  on  his  part,  or  that  of  his  crew  ;  in  fact,  you  are 
to  consider  them  as  part  of  your  own  crew,  to  see  from  your  experience 
that  the  men  take  proper  care  of  themselves  to  avoid  frostbites,  &;c. 

From  my  knowledge  of  your  character  and  zeal,  I  am  quite  assured  you 
will  do  all  that  can  be  done  in  furtherance  of  the  object  of  your  mission  ; 
and  I  have  full  confidence  in  your  prudence  and  the  lively  interest  you 
take  in  the  welfare  of  your  crew. 

You  will  place  a  record  of  your  proceedings  at  your  advanced  position, 
as  well  as  at  any  intermediate  points,  keeping  a  journal  of  your  proceedings 
for  my  information. 

Commending  you  and  those  under  your  command  to  the  protection  of 
Providence  for  your  health  and  safe  return  to  your  ship. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute."  in  Winter 
Quarters,  Dealy  Island,  21st  September  1852. 

(Signed)  H.  Kellett,  Captain. 


Lieutenant  B.  C.  T.  Pim  to  Captain  Kellett. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Resolute,"' 
Sir,  25tli  November  1852,  Dealy  Island. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  for  your  information  the  following  journal 
of  my  proceedings  during  the  journey  from  Dealy  Island  to  Cape  Providence 
with  the  purport  of  laying  out  a  depot  for  the  benefit  of  spring  travelling,  as 
directed  in  your  memorandum  of  the  21st  September. 

PVednesdai/,  '22nd  September  1852. — The  necessary  preparations  having 
been  made,  I  started  on  the  morning  of  the  22nd  with  two  sledges,  the 
auxiliary  in  charge  of  Mons.  De  Bray;  the  rest  of  the  travellers,  under  the 
command  of  Messrs.  Mecham,  Plamilton,  and  Nares,  in  company. 
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Journal  of   ^  After  exchanging  cheers  witli  the  remainrler  of  the  ship's  company,  the 

nan^Bedfor    im,  sledgcs  procecdcd  through  the  hummocks  (wliich  extend  from  JJealy 

Island  to  the  main),  and  then  finding  the  young  ice  sufficiently  strong 
made  a  straight  course  for  Isthmus  JMuff  but,  after  passing  that  point,  the 
proximity  of  water  compelled  them  to  keep  near  the  land. 

At  noon  the  men  were  allowed  half-an- hour  for  lunch,  and  at  five  o'clock, 
having  travelled  15  or  16  miles,  a  ]ow  sandy  point  was  selected  for  the 
encampment,  and  the  tents  pitched  for  the  niglit.  The  cooking  apparatus 
answered  well,  but  I  found  the  expenditure  of  fuel,  on  this  our  first  trial, 
very  considerable. 

Wind  westerly-    Temperature  +  18. 

Thursday,  23d  September  1852. — At  half-past  four  the  cook  commenced 
operations,  and  by  seven  the  breakfast  was  ready,  the  sledges  were  packed, 
and  we  took  our  departure  for  the  islands  off  Cape  Bounty.  Upon  a  near 
approach  they  were  found  considerably  to  the  eastward  of  that  promon- 
tory, and  very  nearl}^  joined  to  a  long  low  point.  The  open  water  was  so 
close  to  them  that  the  sledges  could  not  pass  outside,  but  the  narrow  channel 
between  them  and  the  point  was  frozen  over  and  enabled  us  to  reach  an 
old  floe  on  the  opposite  side,  where  the  travelling  proved  good.  Off  Cape 
Bounty  the  young  broken-up  ice  again  occurred,  but  soon  changed  into  a 
smooth  floe  formed  between  some  grounded  hummocks  and  the  land.  At 
noon  stopped  to  lunch  and  upon  starting  again  set  sail  to  an  easterly  wind. 
As  we  advanced  the  hummocks  began  to  disappear,  and  the  ice  consequently 
became  thinner  and  thinner,  until  at  last  M.  De  Bray,  who  was  some 
distance  ahead,  broke  through,  and  thus  gave  warning  that  it  was  time  to 
make  for  the  land.  Our  progress  was  novf  slow  indeed,  and  proved  very 
very  hard  labour,  owing  principally  to  the  small  quantity  of  snow. 
At  4.30  camped  for  the  night  on  some  rising  ground,  having  accom- 
plished about  10  miles.  A  pack  of  10  ptarmigan  was  seen  ;  out  of  them 
I  succeeded  in  bagging  six,  which  proved  an  acceptable  addition  to 
the  evening  meal.  ¥/ind  variable  in  the  forenoon,  but  easterly,  in  the 
afternoon.    Temperature  +  29°. 

Friday,  24th  September  1852. — At  eight  a.m.  the  tents  were  struck,  and 
the  cart  brought  by  Lieut.  Mecham  packed  with  the  heaviest  articles  taken 
from  the  sledges  to  enable  them  to  drag  more  easily  over  the  land  ;  the  work 
however  proved  most  distressing,  particularly  to  my  sledge,  which  was  the 
heaviest.  I  therefore  determined  to  risk  the  passage  of  the  young  ice,  and 
found  by  keeping  as  close  as  possible  to  the  beach  that  it  would  bear.  This 
answered  well  for  about  a  mile,  when  a  ston}'  point,  the  water  washing  its 
base,  compelled  me  to  rejoin  the  other  sledges  at  the  top.  After  great  labour, 
and  the  additional  discomfort  of  a  strong  northerly  wind  and  drift  in  the  face 
(by  which  nearly  all  the  men  were  frost-bitten  and  some  lost  the  skin),  the 
other  side  was  gained,  and  I  returned  to  the  ice,  which  proved  stronger  than 
before.  At  2  I  found  myself  on  an  old  floe,  and  at  2.30  encamped,  to  await 
the  arrival  of  the  other  parties,  which  I  had  lost  sight  of  some  time  in  the 
heavy  drift.  After  considerable  difficulty  the  tent  was  pitched,  and  although 
affording  but  an  indifferent  shelter,  every  one  was  glad  to  take  refuge  inside. 
At  a  late  hour  the  meal  was  cooked,  but  not  before  double  allowance  of  fuel 
had  been  used. 

Wind  north,  very  heavy  drift.  Temperature +  (>".  Distance  accomplished 
six  mik^s. 

Saturddi/,  25///,  Soptemher  1852. — The  morning  dawned  without  any 
abatement  in  the  gale,  but  about  noon  the  wind  and  drift  went  down  and 
fine  weather  succeeded.  I  Ihcn  walked  back  to  the  ])lace  where  the  rest  of 
the  tents  were  pitched  and  had  my  packages  taken  from  the  cart  and 
repljiccd  upon  the  sk'dge,  wliich  was  dispiitched  across  the  floe  to  Point 
Wakchiun,  whilst  I  ren)iiined  with  one  man  to  assist  tlie  auxiliary  under 
M.  I)c  Mray.  Duiing  night  the  whole  of  the;  young  ice  passed  over 
yesterday  liad  been  driven  out  to  sea,  and  lel't  but  an  indKlerent  road,  it 
was  Home  tinie  therelbre  bcCorc  the  old  floe  wms  reached  luid  my  sledge 
r)vertakcii.  A  herd  oC  15  nuisk  oxen  were  seen,  but  the  chase  proved 
an  (jusuccessrul  one,  but  1  was  more  fortunate  in  shooting  a  couple  ol' hares. 
At  O.'M)  arrived  at  DepAt  I'oint,  VW'v  llarboiu-,  where  tlu^  tents  Avcre 
pitchc(i  ;uid  the  provisions  Idt  by  the  ship  I'onnd  (|uite  sale.  8.0.  Discharged 
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a  rocket  to  point  out  position  to  the  other  sledges.  Distance  10  miles.  Wind  Journal  of 

north-westerly.  Temperature  +  10°.  Lieutenant  Bedford  Pim. 

Sunday,  26th  Sept.  1852. — Every  prospect  of  a  fine  day,  people  busily 
employed  preparing  depots.  9-30.  The  other  sledges  arrived,  having 
camped  the  previous  evening  on  the  floe.  At  10.30  started  for  Cape 
Hearne,  leaving  a  small  depot  of  bread,  meat,  rum,  &c.  to  await  our  return. 
Mr.  Hamilton  soon  followed  with  his  depot,  and  I  observed  Messrs.  Mecham 
and  Nares  take  the  road  towards  N.E.  hill.  On  the  same  day  of  the 
month  and  week  Sir  Edward  Parry  entered  the  place  we  are  now  leaving,  a 
not  a  little  curious  coincidence.  OflP  Cape  Hearne  a  range  of  hummocks 
extended  a  long  way  to  seaward  and  offered  considerable  impediment  to  our 
advance,  but  at  4.30  when  we  camped,  only  a  short  distance  remained 
to  be  overcome.  A  large  herd  of  musk  oxen  were  seen  on  Point  Hearne. 
Distance  accomplished  seven  miles.  Wind  N.E.  Temperature  +  16°. 

Monday,  TJth  Sept.  1 852. — Fine  day,  light  northerly  wind.  At  7-0  the 
sledges  were  packed  and  soon  cleared  the  remainder  of  the  hummocks ;  the 
sail  was  then  set,  and  with  the  advantage  of  an  old  floe  we  travelled  quickly 
across  a  deep  and  broad  bay.  The  open  water  was  plainly  visible  about  a 
mile  distant,  quite  free  from  ice.  At  noon  the  old  floe  was  passed ;  the  road 
now  lay  over  a  very  recent  one,  but  the  rapid  progress  of  the  sledges, 
driven  quickly  before  the  breeze,  which  had  now  increased  to  nearly  a  gale, 
greatly  diminished  any  danger  there  might  have  been  :  the  mast,  however, 
suddenly  carried  away,  and  compelled  us  to  resort  to  the  drag  ropes 
again,  and  make  as  fast  as  possible  for  the  land,  which  the  drift  had  long 
entirely  obscured  from  view.  At  4.30  it  was  gained,  but  proved  so  low, 
that  we  travelled  over  it  some  distance,  before  the  difference  could  be 
detected.  5.  Camped,  and  with  some  difficulty  succeeded  in  pitching 
the  tent;  supper,  however,  was  not  ready  until  nearly  10  o'clock.  Distance 
14  miles.  Temperature  +  10°.  Northerly  gale  and  drift. 

Tuesday,  2Sth  September  1852. —  Still  blowing  hard,  all  hands  confined 
to  the  tent ;  this  was  of  the  less  importance,  as  it  enabled  two  men  who 
had  been  very  unwell  to  recruit  their  strength.  In  the  afternoon  the  weather 
began  to  clear,  and  discovered  the  open  sea  less  than  ^  a  mile  distant  it 
was  too  late,  however,  to  start,  but  the  tent  was  rebanked,  and  the  people 
employed  placing  a  cask  of  bread  "  en  cache"  Night  calm  and  beautiful. 
Temperature  +11°. 

Wednesday,  2Qth  September. — Daylight  brought  with  it  a  sharp  easterly 
wind  with  some  drift,  but  not  sufficient  to  detain  us.  At  8.0.  started ;  the 
road  proved  very  bad,  for  the  tide,  having  overflowed  the  small  portion  of 
floe  adhering  to  the  land,  converted  the  snow  into  sludge,  through  which 
the  men  sunk  at  every  step,  and  had  it  not  been  for  the  favourable  breeze, 
which  enabled  us  to  set  sail,  they  could  hardly  have  moved  the  sledges. 
At  noon  stopped  to  lunch  near  the  commencement  of  a  young  floe,  which 
seemed  better  travelling,  and  proved  so,  although  not  many  inches  in  thick- 
ness ;  the  sledges  moved  quickly  however,  and  thus  lessened  the  danger. 
At  4.0.  Lieut.  Hamilton,  who  was  some  distance  in  advance,  was  observed 
returning  quickly  towards  us.  Upon  meeting,  I  was  much  grieved  to  hear 
that  his  sledge  had  broken  through  a  weak  place,  but  still  floated.  All  hands 
at  once  proceeded  to  the  rescue,  and  fortunately  succeeded  in  extricating 
it ;  everything  was  wet,  and  the  larger  portion  of  the  provisions  damaged  ; 
it  therefore  became  necessary  to  consider  the  best  course  to  adopt.  I  at 
once  advised  Mr.  Hamilton  to  return  to  the  ship,  as  the  health  of  his  men 
would  probably  be  seriously  injured,  and  then  the  spring  party  would  be 
destroyed ;  however,  the  men  themselves  voluntarily  came  forward  and 
expressed  their  wish  to  go  on  and  place  the  depot  as  far  in  advance 
as  possible ;  Mr.  Hamilton  therefore  determined  to  proceed.  5.0.  Camped. 
Contributions  of  dry  things  were  made  for  the  sufferers,  and  some 
biscuit  supplied  to  replace  that  damaged.  Wind  N.E.  Temperature 
+  18°. 

Thursday,  2,Qth  Sept. — At  7.0.  started.    One  of  the  men  very  unwell. 
The  same  sludgy  snow  as  yesterday,  and  sometimes  so  bad  that  it  became 
necessary  to  resort  to  standing  pulls.  At  noon,  however,  a  breeze  freshened 
up  from  the  N.E.,  and  sail  having  been  set,  we  w^ere  enabled  to  make  much 
HI.  4  I 
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.tournai  of  better  progress.    To  seaward  of  the  hummocks  there  was  much  less  water 

i.ntjBedford  Pim.  ^j.^^^  jcstcrday,  youDg  icc  having  forfiicd  during  the  calm  ;  the  N.E.  wind 
however  soon  destroyed  it,  and  also  our  hopes  of  liaving  a  decent  floe  to 
travel  upon.  At  2.30  camped,  to  allow  Mr,  Hamilton  to  overtake  us. 
kShortly  after  three  he  joined  and  camped  close  to. 

The  low  flat  land,  along  which  we  have  been  coasting  since  leaving  Cape 
Hearne,  has  now  changed  into  a  more  elevated  country.  The  hills  then  seen 
in  the  i'ar  distance  now  approach  the  shore,  and  10  or  12  miles  to  the 
westward  run  into  the  sea,  forming  a  headland  which,  from  Captain  Parry's 
description,  I  imagine  to  be  Cape  Providence.  The  vegetation  here  is 
abundant,  and  the  numerous  footmarks  prove  it  a  favourite  pasture  ground. 
Distance  accomplished  six  miles.  Calm  during  the  forenoon,  then  N.E.-ly. 
Temperature  +  19°. 

Friday,  1st  Oct.  1852. — At  8  packed  the  sledges  and  started.  Day  fine 
with  a  fair  wind.  A  harder  road  and  the  assistance  of  the  sail  enabled  the 
sledges  for  some  time  to  travel  quicker  than  yesterday,  but  the  hummocks  as 
we  advanced  gradually  neared  the  beach,  and  soon  actually  rested  upon  it, 
thus  leaving  no  space  to  travel  upon  :  it  therefore  became  necessary  to  pro- 
ceed over  the  land,  which,  but  lightly  covered  with  snow,  proved  even  worse 
than  the  sledge.  Mr.  Hamilton  and  I  ascended  the  hills  in  the  hope  of 
seeing  Banks  Land  but  could  not  distinguish  even  the  loom  of  it ;  the  open 
water,  washing  the  very  base  of  Cape  Providence,  was  plainly  visible, 
extending  many  miles  off  shore  as  far  as  the  old  floe,  only  just  thrown  up 
to  view  by  the  mirage.  I  should  judge  the  extent  of  water  to  be  at  least 
15  miles.  Innumerable  tracks  of  hare  were  seen  during  the  walk,  in  one 
place  the  snow  was  worn  into  a  perfect  highway  ;  none  of  the  animals  were 
seen.  At  4  camped,  having  accomplished  eight  or  nine  miles.  Wind,  light 
N.E.    Temperature  +  8°. 

Saturday,  2d  Oct.  1852.— At  7.  0  started  for  Cape  Providence,  distant 
four  miles.  Mr.  Hamilton  having  determined  to  return  made  a  cache  of  his 
provisions,  and  commenced  his  journey  back  to  the  ship.  After  travelling 
about  half  a  mile  over  bay  ice,  the  road  proved  so  difficult  that  it  became 
necessary  to  employ  the  united  strength  of  both  crews  to  get  one  sledge 
along.  At  last  by  great  exertion  and  labour  Cape  Providence  was  reached, 
where  a  complete  stop  was  put  to  all  further  progress :  the  cliffs,  rising 
rugged  and  perpendicular  to  the  height  of  500  or  600  feet,  were  joined  at 
their  base  by  high,  peaked  and  glassy  hummocks  which,  abutting  into  the 
sea,  left  no  space  even  for  a  man  to  travel  upon.  I  therefore  directed  the 
depots  to  be  taken  off  and  placed  en  cache  close  to  some  large  stone,  under 
the  bluff'  of  the  Cape,  and  in  the  meantime  proceeded  to  the  top  of  the 
cliffs,  taking  with  me  Michael  Collins,  the  Captain  of  the  sledge,  but 
although  aided  by  an  excellent  glass,  nothing  could  be  seen  of  Banks 
Land ;  a  slight  haze  in  the  desired  direction  perhaps  hid  it  from  view. 
This  haze,  which  had  a  dark  appearance,  no  doubt  gave  indication  of  open 
water,  and  1  believe  there  could  not  have  been  less  than  20  miles  of  it. 
The  season  has  been  a,  wonderfully  open  one,  and  is  not  the  less  remarkable 
for  the  tardy  approach  of  winter. 

I'^xaetly  ovei-  t  he  depot  a  small  cairn  was  found  covered  with  hchens  and 
mosses,  a])parently  an  old  one  of  Captain  Parry's.  Inside  was  a  bottle,  upon 
breaking  which  the  leaCoi'ar)  algebra  book  appeared;the  most  careful  scrutiny, 
howevei',  could  not  detccl, any  wj-iting  u})()n  it;  llic  bottle  (a,  small  ale  one) 
and  cork  looked  (|uite  new.  I  look  possession  of  the  leaf  and  cork,  and 
placed  instead  a  hotl  le  and  ])a,|)er,  containing  a.  c()n(k'nscd  account  of  the 
expedition,  also  the  reason  (or  |)hu'ing  a,  (lej)ol.  at  this  pla,c:e,  and  a  request 
that  the  provisions  nn'glil  not  be  touched  unless  necivssity  c()nq)elled.  The 
c;airn  was  then  considerably  enlarged,  aJid  a,  staff  with  canvas  flag  placed 
upon  to[).  There  can  be  no  diOicully,  however,  in  distinguishing  Cape 
Providence;;  il  is  the  (irst  headland  coniiiig  from  the  eastward,  and  is  more- 
over very  reniarka,ble  lor  the  curious  appearance  of  its  stratification,  which 
resenddcH  tlu;  ruins  of  some  ancient  building.  I  nuist  not  oiuil,  to  mention 
the  ruj)id  curntiit  (1,0  imvi.  )  i  iuniing  to  the  eastward,  I  should  think  2\  or  3 
irnlcM  per  hoiu",  and  tlu;  seal  sporting  in  the  water. 
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List  of  Provisions  "  en  cache  "  at  Cape  Providence 


Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Bedford  Pim. 


Names. 

Mr.  Pirn. 

M.  De  Bray. 

Total. 

lbs.  ozs. 

 .  

lbs.  ozs. 

lbs.  ozs. 

Bacon   -       -       -  - 

108  0 

110  0 

218  0 

Pemmican         -       -       -  - 

225  0 

80  0 

305  0 

Preserved  Meats    _       -  - 

108  0 

136  0 

244  0 

Bread       -       -       -       -  - 

156  0 

140  0 

296  0 

Tea  and  Sugar       _       _  _ 

3  4 

6  8 

9  12 

Chocolate  -       -       -       -  - 

0  ims. 

rr\' 

o  ±ins. 

11  Tins. 

Sugar    _       -       -       -  - 

1  10 

1  10 

3  4 

Tobacco    -       -       -       -  - 

5  4 

3  8 

8  12 

Stearine        _       _       _  - 

36  0 

24  0 

60  0 

Spirits  of  "Wine         -       -  - 

48  Gills. 

None. 

48  GiUs. 

Rum      -       -       -       -  - 

112  „ 

None. 

112  „ 

At  2.30  we  commenced  our  return  to  the  ship.  The  wind,  which  had 
blown  from  the  N.E.  during  the  forenoon,  changed  whilst  securing  the 
depot  to  the  westward,  and  blowing  steadily  enabled  us  to  set  the  sail, 
and  thus  get  over  the  difficult  part  of  the  road  with  ease.  Five  ptarmigan 
were  seen,  but  were  too  shy  to  allow  any  one  to  approach  within  shot. 
At  4.0  our  last  evening's  camp  was  passed,  and  at  5.0.  pitched  for 
the  night  about  five  miles  from  Cape  Providence.  Wind  westerly. 
Temperature,  +7°- 

In  performing  the  journey  from  Dealy  Island  to  Cape  Providence  the 
sledges  passed  over  at  least  100  miles  of  ground ;  although  from  point  to 
point  the  distance  is  only  72,  yet  the  small  quantity  of  ice  met  with  made 
it  necessary  to  follow  the  trendings  of  the  land.  The  number  of  days 
on  which  we  actually  travelled  was  nine,  making  the  mean  rate  per  diem 
11  miles,  but  it  must  be  remembered  how  very  much  we  were  assisted  by 
the  favourable  winds. 

Sunday,  3rd  October  1852. — -At  7-30  made  sail  and  started.  10.0.  Passed 
our  encampment  of  the  1st,  and  at  2.30,  that  of  the  30th  ultimo.  The  fall 
of  the  temperature  ( —  5°  during  the  night)  had  so  hardened  the  sludge  that, 
with  the  additional  advantage  of  a  fair  wind,  such  rapid  progress  was  made 
as  to  afford  a  considerable  contrast  to  the  outward-bound  journey.  At  4.0. 
camped  ;  observed  a  large  herd  of  musk  oxen  near  the  tent,  and  permitted 
Bidgood  to  go  in  pursuit,  but  he  returned  unsuccessful.  To-day  has  been 
the  finest  we  have  experienced  since  leaving  the  ship.  Distance  14'.  Wind 
N.W-ly.   Temperature  zero. 

Monday,  4th  October  1852. — -Wind  still  westerly.  7.0.  Made  sail  and  started, 
the  young  ice  forming  rapidly,  and  the  sludge  inside  the  hummocks  quite 
hard.  10.0.  Observed  a  large  herd  of  musk  oxen,  probably  the  same  seen  last 
night ;  sent  one  sledge  ahead  and  detained  the  other  to  carry  any  meat  we 
might  be  fortunate  enough  to  procure.  Mons.  De  Bray,  M.  Collins,  and 
myself  went  in  pursuit.  The  herd  numbered  25,  and  were  divided 
into  two  parts,  the  first  of  which  we  approached  and  wounded  a  cow  and 
calf,  but  not  sufficiently  to  secure  either ;  we  then  separated  to  continue  the 
chase,  and  after  some  hard  running  I  succeeded  in  bringing  to  bay  a  fine 
bull,  wounded  by  my  companion.  While  trying  by  loud  shouts  and  violent 
gestures  to  drive  him  nearer  the  sledges,  the  animal  made  a  desperate  rush  at 
me,  and  fortunate  it  was  that  I  had  taken  the  precaution  to  reload,  as  the  second 
bullet  only  succeeded  in  stopping  the  infuriated  animal  when  within  five 
feet ;  even  then  it  was  necessary  to  fire  three  more  balls  into  him  before  we 
could  secure  the  prize,  which  we  skinned,  and  loading  ourselves  with  50  or 
60  pounds  of  the  meat,  returned  to  the  sledge. 

Our  encampment  of  the  29th  ultimo  was  reached  at  1.30,  where  the  other 
sledge  was  overtaken.  The  men  had  opened  the  cadic  and  secured  the  con- 
tents upon  the  sledge  ;  they  also  gave  m.e  a  note  left  by  Mr.  Hamilton,  in 
which  he  informed  me  of  the  health  of  his  creA¥,  and  that  he  had  taken  a  few 
pounds  of  bread  from  the  cask  to  make  up  his  allowance.  At  4.30  camped 
on  the  beach,  made  a  fire  of  the  staves  of  the  cask,  and  enjoyed  a  stew  of 
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Journal  of  niusk  oxcii,  whicli  was  pronounced  excellent.  Wind  N.W.-ly.  Temperature 

LieutenantBedfordPim.  |)jj,tancc  al)OUt  12  niilcS. 

Tuesday^  5t/i,  October  1852. — At  8.0  made  sail  and  started,  still  favoured 
by  a  westerly  wind.  At  12.30  Cape  Hearne  was  passed  ;  shortly  after- 
wards it  became  necessary  to  haul  (lo^vn  the  sail,  as  the  course  lay 
more  to  the  northward.  A  great  many  musk  oxen  seen,  generally 
close  to  the  beach,  a.m.  3.0.  Depot  Point,  Fife  Harbour,  was  gained, 
and  just  before  we  reached  it  Mr.  Hamilton's  sledge  seen  proceeding 
direct  to  Cape  Bounty.  The  depot  was  quite  safe  except  the  bread,  which 
was  all  gone,  probably  taken  by  Lieutenant  Mecham ;  it  was  a  disappoint- 
ment, as  but  one  day's  allowance  remains  in  the  bag.  Pitched  the  tents. 
One  ptarmigan  seen,  but  quite  as  shy  as  those  at  Cape  Providence.  Histance 
10  or  12  miles.    Temperature  48°.   Wind  N.W. 

Wednesday,  Qth  October  1852. — 7-30.  Packed  and  started.  Wind  light 
but  favourable  ;  passed  Cape  Wakeham  and  the  old  floe.  A  new  one  lately 
formed  now  presented  itself,  but  hove  up  in  the  most  extraordinary  manner; 
a  gale  of  wind  must  have  broken  it  into  pieces,  which,  forced  together,  con- 
solidated in  the  present  irregular  shape.  However  we  launched  upon  it  and 
found  the  work  most  laborious,  but  after  several  hours'  toil  reached  the  land 
at  6.0.  P.M.  and  camped  for  the  night,  Cape  Bounty  about  one  mile  distant. 
Wind  north-westerly.    Temperature  +9°. 

Thursday,  7th  October  1852. — Started  at  7-30,  coasting  along  the  land 
inside  the  hummocks.  Passed  Cape  Bounty,  and  at  10.0  arrived  at  the  islands, 
but  found  that  the  floe  on  the  other  side  over  which  we  travelled  before  had 
been  replaced  by  a  very  recent  one,  much  broken  up,  and  with  water  plainly 
visible  in  some  parts.  I  determined  however  to  cross  it  in  the  hope  of 
reaching  the  ship,  but  the  wind  freshening  from  the  northward  with  heavy 
drift,  before  we  were  half  across,  obliged  me  to  make  for  the  land,  which 
was  reached  at  4.30  and  the  tents  pitched ;  issued  an  extra  tin  of  preserved 
meats  in  lieu  of  biscuit,  none  of  which  remained.  Saw  a  herd  of  musk  oxen 
near  Cape  Bounty  while  passing  it  in  the  morning.  AVind  N.W.  Tempera- 
ture +  10  and  3°. 

Friday,  8th  October  1852. — 8.0.  Started  for  Dealy  Island ;  set  the  sail  and 
hoisted  the  union  jack.  At  noon  we  were  met  by  the  captain,  doctor,  and 
other  officers,  and  most  kindly  welcomed.  Mr.  Hamilton  had  arrived  the 
previous  evening;  his  men,  I  was  delighted  to  hear,  apparently  none  the  worse 
in  their  health.  2.15.  Reached  the  ship  after  an  absence  of  17  days. 

General  IIemarks. 

The  great  quantity  of  Avater  met  with  during  the  late  journey  was 
remarkable,  particularly  about  Cape  Providence,  where,  as  stated  above,  it 
extended  nearly  20  miles  oif  shore ;  at  times  the  sea  was  covered  with 
young  ice,  but  the  rapidity  of  the  tides,  assisted  by  the  slightest  wind, 
"invariably  destroyed  it.    I  estimate  the  velocity  of  this  current  at  least 
two  ;nid  a  half  miles  an  hour,  and  it  appeared  to  me  to  run  much  longer 
to  the   eastward   than  the  westward,  Avhether  ebb  or  flood  I  had  no 
oppoi'tunity  of  determining.    Several  seal  wore  observed  sporting  in  the 
water,  but  of  very  diminutive  size.    The  number  of  musk  oxen  seems  to 
indicate  that  Melville  Island  is  a  favourite  resort ;  they  were  always  close 
to  tin;  beach,  and  prol)aJ)ly  exhausted  the  pasture  before  leaving,  as  we 
found  the  herds  in  nearly  ihc  same  position  afkr  an  interval  of  a  week; 
th(!y  couhl  be  approached  with  ease,  Avere  not  at  all  tnnid,  and  a  hunter, 
with  a  lii.tle  exiu'ricnce  of  iheir  habits,  could  secure  four  or  five  before  they 
(•Heeled  1  heir  escape.   One  was  shot  about  seven  fe(>t  h)ng  and  Ave  feet  in 
height;  il,  was  ihe  only  one  I  had  seen  sullieiently  excited  to  act  on  the 
ofl'ensive;   wiien  kille(l,  it.  proved  in  excellent  condition,  tlie  contents  of 
the  stomach  c\(  ni|)lirying  the  abunchuice  of  pastuie,  being  compk'tely  dis- 
tended  with  Ihe  pifxhiets  ol'  mosses  and  lichens.    No  reindeer  showed 
Iheniselves,  and  only  three  hares,  one  raven,  and  l6  ptarmigan  were  seen; 
the  I  wo  foi  tner  and  six  of  I  he  lalter  were  shot,  ihe  hares  (|uil.e  while  and 
the  |)l ariiiig.'U)  rapidly  losing  their  siuniner  coat.     These  little  additions 
to  the,  ordinary  diet,  contributed  nuieh  to  the  condbrt  and  JieaJth  of  the 
crew,  of  whoin  only  one  ex[)erieneed  any  positive  indiH|)osit ion,  if  a  slight 
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diarrhoea  which  affected  all  is  excepted.  I  must  now  revert  to  their  conduct,  LieuteniTBedfoJd  rim. 
which  was  throughout  most  admirable,  evincing  at  all  times  energy  and  — 
perseverance  in  the  performance  of  the  duty  assigned ;  if  an  exception  can 
be  made  in  favour  of  any  one,  the  captain  of  the  sledge,  M.  Collins, 
I,  Q.  M.,  deserves  it.  His  steadiness  and  experience,  as  well  as  perseverance 
in  dragging  the  sledge  (although  suffering  from  the  effects  of  a  severe 
injury  received  on  board  the  "Assistance"  during  the  late  expedition),  afforded 
an  excellent  example  to  the  rest  of  the  men. 

List  of  the  Men. 

M.  Collins,  I.Q.M.    J.  West,  C.M.T.    John  Gibson,  C.C.    Edward  Bidgood,  A.B. 
William  Savage,  A.B.    Henry  Richards,  A.B.    William  Hannan,  P.RM. 

Abstkaut. 

Ntimber  of  days  absent        -          -          -  -          -  17 

Estimated  number  of  miles  travelled     -  -          -      -  195 

Mean  rate  per  diem            -          -          -  -           -       11  -5 

Distance  in  a  straight  line          -          -  -              -  145 
Mean  temperature  +  8°. 

Prevailing  winds              _          _          _  -    N.E.  and  N.W. 

Bedford  C.  T.  Pim,  Lieutenant,  K  N, 


No.  9. 

N.  E.  Melville  Island. — Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's 
Sledge  Hope,"  detached  from  H.  M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  between  the 
4th  and  17th  April  1853,  and  the  27th  April  and  21st  June  1853, 
under  the  command  of  Richard  V.  Hamilton,  l^ieutenant. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Hope,"  detached  journal  of 

from  H.  M.  Ship      Resolute, ''   between  21st  September  and  L  entonant  Vesey£ 
7th  October  1852,   under  the   command  of  R.  V.  Hamilton, 
Lieutenant. 

Orders  to  Lieutenant  R.  V.  Hamilton,  H.  M.  S.  "  Resolute." 
By  Henry  Kellett,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute." 

Deeming  it  of  importance  to  search  the  coast  of  Banks  Land  east  and 
west,  and  feeling  that  I  shall  be  enabled  to  do  so  with  the  resources  of  the 
ship, 

1  have  appointed  you  to  the  eastern  part,  and  Lieutenant  Pim  to  the 
western,  with  Mr.  De  Bray  to  assist  you  in  advancing  your  depot  for  an 
extended  search  in  the  spring. 

Taking  under  your  command  the  sledge  "  Hope,"  manned  with  seven 
men,  and  provisioned  and  equipped  for  twenty-five  days, 

You  will,  as  soon  as  you  are  in  all  respects  ready,  proceed  in  company 
with  Lieutenant  Pim  to  Winter  Harbour,  there  pick  up  your  depot,  and 
advance  it  as  far  as  practicable  towards  Capes  Providence  or  Hay,  or  the 
most  eligible  place  for  crossing  the  Strait  next  year. 

You  are  not  to  cross  the  Strait  this  autumn. 

You  are  aware  of  the  rapid  approach  of  winter,  and  the  necessity  there 
is  for  your  considering  how  far  you  can  with  prudence  proceed,  bearing  in 
mind  that  any  casualty  from  exposure  now  would  necessarily  contract  the 
number  of  points  of  search  next  spring. 

You  will  keep  a  journal  of  your  proceedings  for  my  information,  and 
deposit  printed  papers  on  your  journey. 

You  will  aid  Mr.  De  Bray  with  your  experience  in  Arctic  travelling,  and 
watch  narrowly  that  there  is  no  misapprehension  on  the  part  of  his  crew 
with  respect  to  his  orders. 

In  the  performance  of  this  service  I  have  full  confidence  in  your  former 
experience,  your  zeal  and  prudence,  trusting  that  through  the  Provi- 
dence of  God  you  and  your  party  may  return  in  safety  and  health  to 
your  ship. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.  M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  Winter 
Quarters,  Dealy  Island,  21st  September  1852. 

(Signed)       H.  Kellett,  Captain. 
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Journal  of  Lieutcnaiit  R.  V.  Hamilton  to  Captain  Hknry  Kellett,  C.B.,  H.M.S. 

Lieutenant  Veney  Hamilton.  Hegylutc,"  J3ealy  Island. 

if.  M.  S.  "Rftoolute,"  Dealy  Islanrl, 
Sir,  23d  October  ]  852. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  a  journal  of  my  proccedingn  while  in 
command  of  H.  M.  Sledge  "  Hope,"  from  September  22d  till  October  7th. 
In  reply  to  your  question  of  the  1 6th  regarding  the  practicability  of 
crossing  the  strait  and  communicating  with  H.  M.  Ship  "  Investigator," 
supposing  her  to  be  still  at  the  Bay  of  Mercy,  I  consider,  from  the  large 
extent  of  water  seen  during  my  outward  journey,  and  of  which  I  have 
made  a  rough  eye  plan  in  my  track- chart,  that  any  attempt  at  crossing  the 
strait  this  year  would  be  perfectly  useless,  in  fact  it  would  be  impos- 
sible. Mr.  Nares's  recent  escape  proves  that  the  ice  is  not  yet  to  be 
depended  on. 

I  have,  &c. 

R.  Vesey  Hamilton,  Lieut.  R.N. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  H.M.  Sledge  "Hope,"  from  22d  September 
to  7th  October. 


Motto  AT  SPES  NON  FRACTA. 


7.  Departure  from  ship. 


Lunch,  12.30. 
Temperature  +20. 
Wind,  West  2  cm. 
Camped,  4.  30. 
Distance  walked,  1.5'. 
Made  good,  9. 
Temperature  18  + . 


On  'narch  8.45. 


Lunch,  12.30. 
Temperature  +  23. 
AVind,  K.S.E.  4  cm. 


Camped,  5.30. 
Distance  wallu'd,  10'. 
Made  good,  8. 
Teiriperatiii'c  ]  I  +  . 
Wind,  K.S.K.  -1  c.m.H. 
7  p.m.  temp,  tent,  15  +  . 


On  inarch  7.30. 
Tcnipcriitiirc  !  H. 
Wind,  N.N.VV.  <i  cm. 


Vi.'Mh  Llincli. 
'I'l-miKTiiluri'  I  H. 
Wind.  S,\.\\.  7.  10,  c.ni.fi. 
||<-..vv  !  row  -'iriCl, 


(:iiiii|H''i  .'t  (Mil. 

l>iM;im'<'  wiilki'd,  (<'. 
Mn'1<-  \riiiA,  .'I. 


Wednesday,  22d  September  1852. — Captain  Kellett  addressed  the  tra- 
velling parties  in  a  brief  and  appropriate  speech,  after  which  at  7-  a.m.  the 
following  sledges  departed  amidst  the  hearty  cheers  of  those  who,  much 
to  their  disappointment,  were  obliged  to  be  left  behind.  Lieut.  Mecham 
and  Mr.  Nares  (mate)  for  Liddon's  Gulf ;  Lieut.  Pim,  Mr.  De  Bray  and 
myself  for  Capes  Providence  and  Hay.  At  7-30  the  captain,  having 
shaken  hands  with  the  officers,  left  us,  with  three  hearty  cheers  from 
the  men.  Travelling  very  fair.  10.  30.  Passed  the  N.E.  Bluff.  12.30. 
Halted  for  lunch.  1.  Proceeded.  No  traces  of  animals  were  seen  by  any 
of  the  officers  who  landed.  4.30.  Encamped,  having  made  an  excellent 
day's  work. 

Thursday,  2?>d. — 8.45.  Started.  Floe  good.  Saw  10  ptarmigan  flying 
very  high,  probably  on  their  way  to  the  southward.  12.  Passed  C. 
Bounty.  12.30.  Lunch,  near  a  range  of  heavy  hummocks  mentioned  by 
Capt.M'Clintock ;  between  these  and  the  land  the  ice  smooth  and  young 
10  inches  thick  close  to  the  hummocks.  1.  Made  sail  and  proceeded. 
At  2  P.M.  De  Bray,  while  ascertaining  the  thickness  of  the  ice,  fell  in. 
The  sledges  were  immediately  hauled  in  for  the  land  ice.  W e  found  a 
long  lane  of  water  running  close  in  shore,  which  compelled  us  "  to  take 
to  "  some  very  heavy  land  hummocks,  and  eventually  to  haul  the  sledges 
over  the  land,  some  of  the  heavier  gear  being  carried  on  the  cart. 
This  was  very  laborious  work.  Encamped  at  5  p.m.  about  to  the  cast- 
ward  of  Cape  Halse.  Mecham  and  myself  walked  on  about  3'  to 
examine  the  ice ;  found  it  in  many  places  only  2  inches  thick.  Pim  shot 
six  ptarmigan. 

Friday,  2Alli. —  7-30.  Slarted,  having  previously  placed  the  heavy  gear 
on  the  cart,  so  as  to  cniible  the  liglitened  sledges  to  cross  the  thin  ice.  We 
generally  found  where  llie  land  was  good  the  ice  was  rough,  and  the 
contiary  causing  (letentioiis,  either  the  cart  or  sledges  having  to  wait  ior 
1  he  other.  The  wind  freshened  to  a  gale,  causing  a  heavy  siiow-dritt,  ;md 
obHging  UH  to  keep  a,  vigilant  look-out  on  llic  (aces  of  the  men,  many  of 
whom  were  severely  frost-bitten.  12. .'50.  I  lahed  for  lunch.  1.  Proceeded. 
Soon  aft.(;r,  the  wind  and  snow-(h'ilt  incn^ased  so  much,  we  could  not 
see  50  yards  ahead  ;  lost  sight  of  the  sledges.  To  add  to  our  troubles 
tlie  cart  upset,  and  cairied  away  tlu>  frame-work,  detaining  us  u|)vvarda 
of  an  hour  ni-laHhing  the  gear.  I^'inding  we  could  make  little  ]n-ogress 
in  Huch  weather,  at  3.  I'.m.  Iea,ving  orders  to  enca,m|>,  Mecham  and 
inyH<-ll'  walked  on  with  two  oi"  Pini's  men  who  had  been  with  the  cart. 
Found  him  encamped  about  I A  miles  ahead;  the  ice  between  us  and  liim 
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iDeing  quite  safe  for  the  sledges,  although  the  water  in  some  parts  was  ^^^^^^^''^"'"g 
within  50  yards  of    the  shore.    Owing  to  the  violence  of  the  wind  we  6  p.m.'  '  '  ' 
were  upwards  of  three  hours  pitching  the  tents.  Temp,  tent, +ii. 

Saturday,  26th. — During  the  night  it  blew  a  perfect  hurricane  I  fully  Tg^^gj-^ture  +12 
expected  to  have  had  the  tent  blown  down.    About  i  1  it  began  to  lull. 
Lunched,  and  at  noon  started  the  same  as  yesterday,  the  gale  having 
blown  nearly  the  whole  of  the  land  ice  away.    To  the  southward  the 
sea  was  almost  clear  of  ice.  1.30.    Came  to  the  land  floe,  loaded  the  12.  On  march, 
sledges.  At  4,  accompanied  by  Tullet  and  Tilvey,  went  in  pursuit  of  a  herd 
of  musk  oxen  ;  returned  unsuccessful  at  9  p-m.    The  chase  having  carried 
us  beyond  the  bounds  of  prudence,  we  lost  sight  of  the  sledges ;  a 
rocket  fortunately  directed  us  to  the  tents,  just  as  we  had  crossed  three 
rows  of  heavy  hummocks  in  a  wild  goose  chase  after  the  rising  moon,  which 
we  mistook  for  a  fire  at  the  tents.    Found  the  sledges  had  not  been  able 
to  reach  the  depot,  and  had  encamped  at  7-30  about  2^  miles  from  it.  7.3o.  Camped. 
Pim  and  De  Bray  had  reached  it.    Hoile  strained  his  knee  from  falling  s^;  made 

over  a  hummock. 

Sunday,  26th. — 8.20.  Started.  10.  Arrived  at  the  depot  in  Fife  harbour ;  Temp,  air  +20°. 
commenced  loading  sledge,  and  filling  up  provisions  to  25  days.    10.45.  Pim    „  tent  +  26°. 
and  De  Bray  started.  Found  on  filling  up  bread  that  there  was  a  deficiency.  ib'^'An-ivS^at  depot. 
I  filled  one  white  bag  and  a  small  daily  allowance  bag ;  these  held  at  the  Depot  at  Fife  Harbour, 
most  70lbs.  ;  I  ought  to  have  9f>lbs.,  leaving  me  261bs.  deficiency.    I  also  "^'^^'^'^  ^°°^%Ls.Qts.]fi  t.^" 
took  3  galls.  1  pt.  of  rum  from  the  cask.    The  depot,  which  I  intend  on  1^^'*°^^^°^  4  12 1 I" 
my  return  to  remove  to  Point  Hearne  if  time  will  allow,  consists  of  the        .  r  For 

articles  named  in  the  margin.    Lunched.    Noon,  exchanged  cheers  with  pr^CTvTd  meltrsoibs.  ] 
the  western  division  on  parting  company.    Proceeded.   3.   Overtook  Pim  Noon,  on  march.  ' 
and  communicated  with  him  about  the  deficiency  of  the  bread ;  he  said  he  ^p™^*^^^^'^  ^2^°' 
had  left  6olbs.  behind.    5.30.     Camped  about  2,  from  Point  Hearne.         •  •  •  cm. 
Accompanied  by  Silvey,  went  in  pursuit  of  a  herd  of  musk  oxen  ;  after 
an  hour's  walk  succeeded  in  shooting  a  fine  cow ;  the  remainder  of  the 
herd,  seven  or  eight  in  number,  made  off  at  a  rapid  pace ;  we  took  the  camped,  5.30. 
liver,  heart,  and  about  20lbs.  of  meat.    Whilst  engaged  in  skinning  the  Distance^from  depot, 
animal ;  a  thick  mist  hid  the  tent  from  our  view  ;   we  were  obliged  to  Made*^^ood,  c. 
strike  olf  at  random  on  the  floe,  and  after  wandering  about,  tumbling 
over  hummocks  for  some  time,  we  made  up  our  minds  to  spend  the 
night  under  a  hummock.   Just  then  we  saw  a  light,  bore  up  for  it,  found 
it  had  been  hoisted  at  the  tent  some  time  before  ;  the  crew  had  been 
shooting  to  attract  our  attention,  we  had  heard  them  once,  but  not  hearing 
it  repeated  soon  lost  the  direction  while  tumbling  over  hummocks.    I  never 
recollect  suffering  so  much  from  thirst  as  on  this  and  the  preceding  night. 
The  narrow  escape  of  these  two  nights  has  quite  cured  me  of  musk  ox 
hunting  after  dark. 

Monday,  17 th. — The  wind  during  the  night  freshened  and  temperature  Te^'.  air+10. 
lowered  so  much  that  our  intended  lodging  would  have  been  a  cheerless  one.  -^j^'^j^^^p^^^^' 
8.20.    Made  sail  with  a  strong  breeze  on  the  quarter,  steering  (by  guess) 
S.W.  by  S.  My  compass  was  useless,  the  wind  getting  in  through  the  hole  for 
the  catch,  causing  it  to  spin  round  and  round  like  a  teetotum ;  in  calm  weather 
it  was  equally  useless,  never  showing  the  same  direction  twice.   The  wind 
increased,  causing  so  much  drift  that  I  soon  lost  sight  of  Pim.  At  11 .30  finding 
a  large  extent  of  open  water  very  close  to  us,  and  the  young  ice  only  three 
inches  thick,  shortened  sail  and  hauled  up,  N.W.  (true.)  1.13.  Lunched 
under  the  lee  of  a  large  hummock  ;  proceeded  at  1.30  under  sail,  following 
the  trendings  of  the  coast,  as  it  was  too  thick  to  cross  the  ice  ;  this  greatly  Qamped,  445  pm 
increased  our  distance.  Wind  increased  so  much  as  to  endanger  our  pikes.  Distance  walked,  13'. 
and  the  drift  prevented  our  seeing  any  distance.    Camped  at  3.45  ;  land  ice  windNoniiMo  cmqs  very 
5' broad,  pack  about  3'  distant.    Hoile  picked  up  about  4  lbs.  of  coal,    heavy  drift. 
Dined  off  musk  ox ;  although  tough,  it  was  very  superior  to  preserved  '^'^^perat^e,  + 10. 
meats. 

Tuesday,  28fh. — Wind  too  violent  to  think  of  moving  till  2  p.m.,  when  it  Detained  by  bad  weather, 
lulled  considerably.  Asitwasstillvery  thick  and  snoAving  heavily,  I  remained  ^emp  air  +10 
encamped  sending  the  men  out  to  look  for  coal ;  the  snow  covering  the    „  tent,'  +  20] 
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\Vind  north,  9  c.m.q.s. 


6  p.m. 

Temp,  tent  +  26. 

„      air  +18. 
Wind  Nortli,  4  c.m.q.s. 

6.  50.  On  march. 
Temperature  +18. 
Wind,  North  6  c.m.q.s. 

1  15.,  Lunch. 
Temperature  +19. 
Wind,  N.N.E.  6  c.m.q.s. 


Sledge  broke  in. 


6.  Camped. 
Distance  walked,  13'. 
Made  good,  10. 


I*r'ivl»tif(rm  dpoilt  : 
lir';i'l  1^(1  lU. 
'I'lAitivcii  7. 

Wet,  hill  (It  for  iiw!! 
'J'<'it  iiii'J  HUffur, 


ground  prevented  our  finding  any,  but  very  good  turf  was  procured, 
wliich  with  the  coal  of  yesterday  made  a  very  good  fire.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  abundance  of  turf  may  be  easily  obtained  between  Winter 
Harbour  and  Cape  Providence.  5  p.m.  Observed  Pim  and  De  Bray 
encamped  about  2'  astern. 

Wednesday,  2Qth. — 6.50.  Made  sail,  started  ;  the  late  gale,  in  conjunction 
with  spring  tides  and  a  lieavy  fall  of  snow,  lias  made  so  mucli  slurlge  (at  times 
knee  deep)  that  we  frequently  hauled  the  sledge  over  the  land  in  preference 
to  the  ice.  A  raven  flew  round  us  and  was  considered  a  bad  omen  by  the 
men,  Hoile  observing  to  me  "  that  we  were  sure  to  meet  with  an  accident," 
at  which  I  laughed.  1.15.  Halted  for  lunch;  observed  three  herds  of 
musk  oxen,  one  of  which  contained  25  the  other  two  about  the  same  number 
between  them.  1.35.  Proceeded.  At  4  p.m.,  while  passing  from  an  old  floe 
to  a  young  one,  the  soft  snow  preventing  the  junction  being  observed,  the 
sledge  broke  in.  To  prevent  it  sinking,  the  pikes  which  fortunately  were  lashed 
together  for  the  sail  were  thrust  through  the  fore  and  after  ends  of  the  sledge, 
the  ends  of  the  pikes  supporting  it  on  the  ice,  which  bent  so  much  that  near 
the  edge  we  were  standing  ancle  deep  in  water.  Hoping  to  be  able  to  draw 
the  sledge  out  without  unloading  it  I  ran  back  to  Pirn  and  De  Bray,  who 
were  about  3'  astern,  to  warn  them  of  the  nature  of  the  ice,  and  procure 
assistance  ;  during  my  absence,  finding  the  sledge  sinking,  the  men  cut  the 
lashings  and  commenced  unloading.  In  this  work  Hoile,  ISilvey,  and  Coglin 
w^ere  the  leading  men,  standing  up  to  their  knees  in  water  while  passing  the 
heavy  cases  off  the  sledge  ;  they  deserve  great  credit  for  this  work  from  the 
imminent  risk  they  ran  of  tumbling  in  and  getting  wet  through,  knowing 
at  the  same  time  that  they  had  no  dry  clothes  to  shift  in.  Owing  to  the 
exertions  of  the  crew  only  a  case  or  two  of  preserved  meats  were  lost. 
Pirn's  and  De  Bray's  men  assisted  in  landing  our  wet  traps  ;  as  we  were  a 
mile  from  the  shore,  this  occupied  nearly  two  hours.  Camped  at  6  p.m.  in 
company  with  Pim  and  De  Bray  ;  from  their  men  we  got  all  the  clothes  they 
could  spare.  Examined  the  gear ;  found  the  buffalo  robe,  haversacks  con- 
taining all  our  spare  clothing,  and  three  blanket  bags  completely  saturated 
the  remaining  bags  were  more  or  less  wet.  Fortunately  our  Mackintosh 
blanket  robe  was  not  wet ;  with  this  and  De  Bray's  robe,  which  he  very 
kindly  lent,  we  passed  the  night  very  much  better  than  could  have 
been  expected,  considering  the  damp  state  of  everything  about  us.  A 
shepherd's  plaid  I  had  taken  with  me  was  very  useful,  being  spread  in 
the  middle  of  the  tent  for  those  men  who  had  no  bags  to  sleep  in,  while 
those  men  whose  bags  were  not  so  wet  slept  outside.  I  ordered  an 
additional  half  glass  of  rum  to  be  issued  ;  this  was  to  be  drank  in  the  hot  tea 
before  going  to  sleep.  As  a  proof  of  its  warming  effects,  I  quote  the 
words  of  Bacon,  one  of  the  men  whose  bag  was  unfit  for  sleeping  in : 
"  I  never  feels  warm  till  I  gets  my  rum  and  hot  tea,  and  then  I  feels  it  to 
my  very  toes." 

This  extra  issue  I  continued  till  my  return  to  the  ship. 

T/mr.'iday,30th. — 8  a.m.  Pim  and  De  Bray  departed  for  the  westward,  having 
supi)lied  me  with  .3()lbs.  of  bread.  Immediately  after  breakfast,  I  surveyed 
the  provisions  and  gear  to  ascertain  if  it  would  be  practicable  to  continue  my 
journey;  Pirn's  advice,  in  which  I  partly  concurred,  was  that  I  should  return 
to  the  shi|)  without  delay.  All  our  own  bread  and  tobacco  was  saturated 
and  unfit  for  use;  the  tea  and  sugar  was  also  saturated,  but  Ave  were  obliged 
to  use  it,  and  found  it  very  nuich  better  than  could  have  been  anticipated. 
On  o|)ening  the  (h'pot  cases,  I  found  nearly  half  the  bread  sjwilt  and  part 
of  the  tea  and  tobacco.  One  (le|)6t  case  was  lilled  with  the  good  bread, 
five  cases  of  choeohite,  luid  seven  cakes  of  stearine  ;  the  undamaged  tea  and 
tobacco  I  took  for  present  use.  The  ice  was  then  scraped  off  the  bufl'alo 
robe  ;  after  this  so  heavy  was  it,  that  the  (>ight  of  us  could  scarcely  shake 
it.  landing  matters  ho  nnu:h  better  than  1  had  expected,  1  determined  to 
push  on  and  endeavour  to  carry  out  my  or(l(>rs.  I  consider  it  due  to  my 
crew  to  state  that  I  his  decision  was  mainly  influenced  by  them;  the  zeal  and 
spiiil.  displayed  by  llie  men  in  unanimously  declaring  they  would  rather 
proceed  th;ui  retiiiii,  as  well  as  their  behaviour  yesterday,  cannot  be  too 
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highly  commended.    Made  a  depot  of  our  wet  traps  ;  and  having  repaired 

damages,  hmched.     12.30.  Started;    found  the  land  floe  only  20  yards  12.30.  On  march. 

broad  in  many  places  ;  the  sledge  was  ankle  deep  ;  outside  was  a  broad  lane 

of  water  about  3'  broad.    4.   Observed  Pim  and  De  Bray  camping.    5.  Distance  walked,  7' 

Encamped  alongside  them.    Hoile,    complaining  of  his   sprained  knee,  Made  good,  g. 

bandaged  it  up  tightly,  which  gave  him  some  relief.  remperature  +  5. 

Friday,  October  1st. — Having  last  night  spread  our  buffalo  robe  with  the  7  a.m. 
hairy  side  downwards  and  the  sail  over  it,  found  in  the  morning  we  were  laying  temperature^ +^8^ 
in  a  pool  of  water,  which  was  scraped  and  shaken  off ;  decided  on  having  the  wind,  n.e.  3  cm. 
hairy  side  up  for  the  future.    Silvey  could  not  eat  any  breakfast ;  Bacon 
was  wet  through,  and  complained  of  being  cramped :  neither  of  these  men 
had  bags  to  sleep  in.  7-40.  Started ;  the  sludge  and  unsafe  appearance  of  the 
ice  compelled  us  to  haul  the  sledges  over  2'  of  land.  Observed  Cape  Provi- 
dence about  7'  off ;  the  low  land  ceases  about  here,  and  is  succeeded  by  a 
bold  high  land,  with  very  little  plain  between  it  and  the  sea.  12.30. 
Lunched.    1.  Proceeded;  snow  soft  and  deep.    Pim  and  myself  ascended 
about  400  feet  above  the  sea,  hoping  to  obtain  a  view  of  Banks  Land ;  Paek  about  s'  or  9'  off. 
the  da}'  was  tolerably  clear,  but  we  did  not  see  it.    Numerous  hare  tracks, 
forming  a  complete  highway  three  yards  broad,  in  which  the  snow  was 
completely  trodden  down,  were  seen  ascending  the  hills  in  every  direction, 
as  if  the  hares  were  assembling  in  numbers  either  to  pass  the  winter  4.  Camped, 
together,  or  for  the  purpose  of  migrating,     4.  Camped.     Silvey  ^^nd  ^/^*{^°g^Q^''l^^'^' 
Bacon  have  recovered ;  the  men  appear  fagged  with  the  day's  work,  which,  Temperature  +  7. 
although  heavy,  has  been  a  short  one. 

Saturday,  '2nd. — Turned  out  early  and  buried  the  depot,  consisting  of  the  Dep6t  4'  east  of  Cape  Provi- 
articles  named  in  the  margin  :  a  staff,  with  a  soup  and  boulli  tin  cut  in  the  „  .  . 

,  ^  -iii     ji'i  L    ^  iPT  Potato  case  contaming — 

shape  01  across  nailed  to  the  top,  was  erected ;  a  couple  01  hours  were  r  Bread  soibs. 
occupied  covering  the  depot  with  earth  and  snow.    Cape  Providence  was  \         5  cai  es^^' 
about  4'  off.    7.30.  Pim  and  De  Bray  proceeded  to  the  westward.    I  should  P'^mmican,  4  cases,  160  lbs. 
have  wished  to  have  proceeded,  but  did  not  consider  it  advisable  to  risk  the  5^^=°"'  ^  cases,  loe  ibs. 

,  ,  .     .       ,  .     \  .        £  1       •  1.       1     1       Preserved   meats,   12  cases, 

men  s  health  in  the  present  state  ot  our  sleeping  gear ;  our  bread  also      48  ibs. 
(20lbs.)  was  not  sufficient  to  enable  us  to  return  to  the  ship  without  ^"'"i  g^i^  ^fa"  qt's'°°^ 
trespassing   on    the  resources  of  the  other  parties.       7-50.  Proceeded.  7.!jO.  On  march. 
Noon,  passed  our  last  night's  encampment.    12.45.  Lunched.    L15.  Pro-  (^^JJ^^P^'^J'^il^'^ 
ceeded ;  a  light  westerly  Avind  enabled  us  to  make  sail.    Found  that  part  12.45.  Lunch, 
of  the  floe  over  which  we  had  passed  two  days  previously  had  broken  away,  Disun^e^waiked  16' 
leaving  a  small  space  of  water.    5.30.  Encamped  at    "  Break-in  Point,"  Made  good,  1.3. 
as  it  Avas  called  by  the  men.    Found  our  wet  traps  and  the  provisions  we  w/Xs!w!%Vg.m.s. 
had  left  had  not  been  disturbed. 

Sunday,  ?>rd. — Silvey  complained  of  cold  and  damp.    Bacon's  trovN^sers  g.so.  On  march, 
were  wet  with  the  condensed  vapour  that  fell  from  the  upper  robe.    8.30,  >^ariabie  westerly  airs. 
Started  under  sail,  floe  tolerabl}^  smooth:  having  clear  weather  we  were  Lunch 
able  to  make  shorter  cuts  than  on  our  oul,ward  journey.    1.20.  lunched. 
1.40.  Proceeded;    went  in   pursuit   of  three  musk   oxen,  apparently 
old  ones  ;  could  not  get  within  rifle  shot.    These  are  the  first  I  have  seen 
that  ran  away  before  they  were  fired  at :  but  as  all  the  other  herds  had 
calves,  I  presume  the  defensive  position  taken  by  them  was  for  the  DiSn^rwaiked  ii'. 
purpose  of  affording  protection  to  the  calves.     5.  Encamped  on  the  Made  good,  lo. 
land;  found  a  small  quantity  of  coal.     Temperature  fell  below  zero    ^mpeiature -o. 
for  the  first  time. 

Monday,  Ath. — I  found  it  very  cold  during  the  night;  the  men  slept  7.i5.  on  march, 
soundly  and  did  not  complain.    7-15.  Started  under  sail;  floe  smooth,  ^i^^'"'^^^"'  ^"^^^ 
12.20.   Lunched.    12.40.  Proceeded.     2.  Sent  Hoile  and  Silvey  to  look  8.  Took  from  Pim's  depot 
for  the  carcass  of  the  musk  ox  shot  eight  days  ago.    Rounded  Point  jo^' Lunci/^^' 
Hearne  and  camped  at  3.30.  on  the  floe  about  1' beyond  it,  to  wait  for  Wind,  w.s.w.  2. 5  c.q. 
the  men,  by  which  two  hours  fine  fair  wind  was  lost.    They  returned  D?™ance  walked  13' 
at  4.30.  unsuccessful;   probably  it  had  been  eaten  by  the  foxes  or  Made  good,  11. ' 
wolves;  they  reported  that  a  large  quantity  of  turf  might  be  collected  whld,*^ \Ar5~c m q 
very  easily. 

Tuesday,  btli. — 8.  Started.    Floe  very  rough,  consisting  of  rounded      On  march, 
hillocks  of  ice,  some  of  them  10  and  12  feet  high,  between  them  the  snow  \S'weTt%''iL 
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10'. 


1.30.  Lunch. 
5.  Camped. 
Distance  walked, 
Made  good,  8-k. 

7.    On  march. 
Temperature  +  7. 
Wind,  West.  3  cm. 


1.  Lunch. 
1.30.  Camped. 
Distance  walked,  16'. 
Made  good,  15. 


7.    On  march. 


12.  Luncli. 

."5.30.    Arrived  at  ship. 
Distance  walked,  13'. 
Made  good,  9^. 


Good  conduct  of  crew. 


was  soft  and  deep ;  after  passing  these  the  floe  became  better,  enabling  us  to 
make  sail.  1.30.  Lunched;  observed  two  sledges  under  sail  about  .5'  off', 
apparently  coming  out  of  Winter  Harbour.  2.  Proceeded.  5.  Kncamped 
on  the  floe  about  IJ,'  off'  Point  Wakeham. 

Wednesday,  Qth.  -7.  Made  sail  and  started.  9-  Came  to  a  floe  of 
pressed  up  young  ice  ;  travelled  over  it  direct  for  Cape  Bounty.  The 
pitching  of  the  sledge  over  the  hummocks  carried  our  mast  away ; 
some  of  the  men  proposed  the  splint  for  a  fish.  This  floe  has  probably 
been  driven  in  by  the  easterly  gales  of  last  week  ;  the  whole  of  the  space 
now  occupied  by  it  was  open  water  on  our  outward  journey,  and  the 
ice  is  too  thick  to  have  been  formed  since,  being  two  feet  thick  in 
many  places.  Saw  a  herd  of  musk  oxen,  14  in  number,  between  Capes 
Bounty  and  Halse. 

1.  Lunched.  1.30.  Proceeded.  2.30.  Rounded  Cape  Bounty.  4.30. 
Encamped  close  to  the  northernmost  of  the  two  islands ;  ascended  it  to 
ascertain  the  state  of  the  ice  between  us  and  the  ship. 

Thursday,  7th. — Expended  our  last  lucifer,  one  of  a  box  given  me  by 
De  Bray  after  our  sledge's  immersion.  7-  Started.  Weather  thick  and  misty, 
with  a  sharp  N.W.  wind  in  our  faces,  made  the  day's  work  anything  but  a 
pleasant  one.  A  long  lane  of  water  running  to  the  northward  lengthened 
our  route  considerably ;  the  whole  of  this  ice  appears  to  have  been 
formed  during  our  absence.  Observed  the  ships  at  11.30  ;  sighted  them  at 
intervals  through  the  mist  during  the  march. 

12.  Lunched.    32.15.  Proceeded. 

5.30.  Arrived  on  board  the  ship,  all  hands  heartily  glad  of  the  change 
of  quarters  ;  some  of  the  iiaen  for  the  last  three  nights  having  slept  in  their 
boots,  in  consequence  of  having  no  change  of  stockings,  and  the  difficulty 
of  getting  the  boots  on  in  the  morning. 

To  the  providential  fine  weather  we  had  after  the  sledge  broke  in 
must  be  attributed  the  good  health  and  spirits  of  the  men  on  their 
return ;  even  a  day's  detention  from  bad  weather  would  have  been 
severely  felt. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  now  the  pleasing  duty  of  bringing  before  your 
notice  Robert  Hoile,  Captain  of  the  sledge  (one  of  Dr.  Bradford's  crew  in 
his  80- day  journey)  whose  exertions  for  the  common  good  and  fertility  of 
resource  when  anything  went  wrong  could  not  be  surpassed.  William  Silvey 
(quarter- master),  and  the  remainder  of  the  crew,  I  cannot  speak  too 
highly  of. 

R.  Vesey  Hamilton,  Lieut,  commanding  party. 


Depot  of  Provisions  at  Fife  Habbouk. 
For  De  Byay  and  myself. 
f   1  cask  contiiiniiig  90  lbs. 
Bread,  200  lbs.     -        .„  „  85  „ 

1    1  small  potato  case,  25  „ 
Spirit  of  wine,         I    1  lime  juice  jar  containing  4  gals.  8  gls. 
6  gals.  0  i)ts.  0  gls.  J    1  stone  jar  „         1    „  24  „ 

Rum,  4  gals.  12  gls.     1  lime  juice  jar,       „         4    „  12  „ 

Foi-  myself. 

Pemmican,  160  lUs.      4  cases,  each  containing  -    40' lbs. 

Preserved  meats,      1  .... 

80  lbs.  cases,  „  .         -      4  „ 

DkpAt  near  Cape  Providencio. 
Broad,  50  lbs.  l 

SteariTK!,  7  cnkes      \   coiidjiiiieil  in  one  la.i'g(i  poliato  (rase. 
( JliO(!olii,(,(!,  5  <;M,seH  J 

l'('iiiirii(;jiii,  l(!0  llis.  -    I'  cius(!S,  (!a,cli  containing  -     lO  lbs. 

,,         I    I  cas(^,  (ioiitiuniiig  -        -    54  „ 

r>acoii,    100  lliK.       >    I        '  -  52 

Preserved  iiKiatH,       I  , ...  . 

11  )  12  cases,  ejurli  coiiuMiiiiig  -       I'  ,, 

4H  ll)H.  -  J 

,    ,,,   I     I    I  sloiio  lioLtle  containing         -      I  gal.    2  gin. 
Ku«,2guJH.12gk  ]    ^     ^   -     1    „    12  „ 
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OCTWAED  JOtTRNET. 

HOMEWABB  JoUENET. 

Date. 

Distance. 

Remarks. 

Date. 

Distance. 

Remarks. 

Walked. 

]\Iade 
good. 

Walked. 

Made 
good. 

Sept.  22 

„  23 
„  24 
„  25 
„  26 
„  27 
„  29 

„  30 
Oct.  1 

15 
10 

6 

8J.- 
lO" 
13 
13 

9 
8 
3 
7 
7 

10 
10 

6 
7 

Departure. 

Going  over  land. 

Fair  wind. 

Sledge  broke 
through  ice. 

October  2 

o 

„  4 

„  6 
„  7 

16 

11 
13 
10 
16 
13 

13 

10 
11 

8* 
15 

Return  com- 
menced. 

Arrival  on 
board. 

k 

79 
91 

67 
67 

Total  - 

91 

67 

Cape  Providence 
4'  off  ;  deposit 
depot. 

Total  - 

170 

134 

Average  \ 
per  day  j 

11-0 

8-4 

Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Vesey  Hamilton. 


Remarks  on  Equipment. 

I  would  recommend  light  canvas  or  duck  as  a  su^bstitute  for  the  Mackintosh  blanket  robe. 
Mackintosh  covering  to  the  blankets ;  the  texture  being  so  close  prevents 
the  escape  of  the  vapour,  the  blankets  become  saturated,  freeze  as  hard 
as  a  deal  board  during  the  day,  and  at  night  thaw  and  drip  on  those  under- 
neath; mine  increased  in  weight  from  24  lbs.  to  51  lbs.  in  16  days  solely 
from  this  cause. 

Would  I  think  be  better  without  the  brown  hoUand  ;  it  was  invariably  Blanket  bags, 
wringing  wet  in  the  morning,  a  considerable  degree  of  force  was  required 
to  separate  one  part  from  another  before  getting  into  them  at  night.  It 
certainly  answered  admirably  in  keeping  wind  and  drift  out ;  part  of  the 
wet  may  be  attributed  to  the  dripping  from  the  robe. 

These  were  manufactured  by  Mr.  Dale,  Upper  Thames  Street,  and  were  Cooking  apparatus, 
admirable  in  principle,  but  very  deficient  in  workmanship  ;  wherever  solder 
could  be  substituted  for  rivetting  or  brazing,  so  as  not  to  be  perceived,  it 
was  done.  The  spout  of  the  tea-kettle  and  the  rim  of  the  snow  melter 
having  fallen  off  was  our  first  intimation  that  such  was  the  case,  De  Bray's 
circular  spirit  lamp  was  rendered  useless  the  first  night  in  consequence  of 
the  heat  melting  the  solder  that  connected  the  replenishing  pipe  with 
the  lamp.  Fortunately  he  had  another  spirit  lamp ;  if  he  had  been 
dependent  on  the  other  one  alone,  very  much  inconvenience  would  have 
been  felt,  and  more  than  likely  have  rendered  his  return  to  the  ship 
necessary. 

This,  as  I  have  before  mentioned,  was  perfectly  useless.  In  addition  to  the  Compass, 
faults  already  noticed,  with  any  wind  the  drift  got  in  through  the  hole  for 
the  catch,  and  covered  the  surface  of  the  card ;  the  leather  thong  for  the 
strap  at  the  bottom  of  the  case  rendered  levelling  the  compass,  so  as  to 
allow  the  needle  to  traverse  freely,  a  work  of  difficulty.  Nor  could  any 
bearing  taken  with  it  be  depended  on  to  5°. 

The  allowance,  l^lb.,  of  stearine,  or  1^-  pint  of  spirits  of  wine,  per  day.  Fuel, 
was  not  sufficient.  I  would  recommend  the  allowailce  to  be  increased  to 
21bs.  of  stearine,  or  2  pints  of  spirits  of  wine,  per  day.  The  increased 
consumption  I  attribute  to  the  kettles  being  of  copper  instead  of  tin,  and 
stouter  in  every  respect ;  they  also  hold  rather  more  than  9  pints,  instead 
of  barely  holding  8  pints,  as  on  last  cruise. 

The  clothing  answered  very  well,  except  for  the  feet ;  the  carpet  boots  <^'othmg. 
got  wet  through  whenever  we  had  any  sludge  to  go  through  and  became 
very  heavy.    If  we  had  experienced  any  severe  cold,  we  should  have  found 
them  warm  and  comfortable.  For  the  spring  parties  I  think  mocassins  for 
the  early  part  of  the  season,  and  canvas  boots  as  it  advances. 

4  K  2 
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Increased  Wrioht  (jf  Articles  on  return  to  .Sliip, 


Aiticlc. 

Weight. 

Eemarks- 

Before  leaving. 

On  return. 

Buffalo  robe 
Haversacks,  contain-  "1 
ing  spare  clotliing  J 
Mackintosh  robe 

Blanket  bags 

lb.s. 
25 

25 

lbs. 

9  (J 
19 
51 
11 

Hsid  been  completely  saturated. 

Ditto      ditto  ditto 

From  vapour  and  drift  solely, 
f  Three  of  the  driest  vreighcd 
1      had  been  partly  wet. 

Lieutenant  R.  V.  Hamilton  to  Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 

II.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  Winter  Quarters, 
Sir,  Dealy  Island,  20th  July  1853. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  enclose  a  journal  of  my  proceedings  while  in 
charge  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Hope,"  employed  in  carrying  out  depots  for  the  use 
of  the  N.E.  Melville  or  Sabine  Island  searching  party,  from  the  4th  to  the 
17th  of  April,  on  which  day  I  returned  to  the  ship ;  and  from  the  27th  of 
April  till  my  arrival  on  board  at  7  a.m.,  21st  June,  while  proceeding  to  and 
returning  from  the  rendezvous  in  latitude  76°  33'  N.,  longitude  104''  50'  W. 
The  following  is  an  abstract  of  my  proceedings. 

The  data  for  laying  down  the  newly  discovered  land  from  the  cart  to 
Cape  Richards  will  be  found  in  the  journal,  to  which  I  must  also  refer  for 
details.  The  rest  of  the  land  I  travelled  along  is  laid  down  from  Captain 
Richards'  rough  chart. 

You  are  aware  of  our  proceedings  till  10.30  a.m.  of  the  7th.  Shortly 
after  your  departure  the  violence  of  the  wind,  against  which  we  could 
make  no  progress,  compelled  us  to  encamp.  We  were  detained  till 
8  A.M.  of  the  11th,  when  we  again  proceeded.  During  our  detention  the 
temperature  in  the  day  varied  from  -25'  to  -16',  the  wind  continuing 
to  blow  steadily  from  the  N.N.W.  At  7.30  p.m.  of  the  12th,  after 
a  heavy  day's  work,  we  camped  about  ^'  from  the  beach,  and  -V  from 
the  cart. 

The  following  morning  Commander  M'Clintock  and  Mr.  De  Bray  parted 
company  and  proceeded  to  the  v/estward.    In  compliance  with  your  orders 
I  then  despatched  Mr.  Roche  with  H.M.  Sledge  "Beauty,"  to  deposit  eighteen 
days'  provisions  on  the  most  conspicuous  point  he  could  find  on  Sabine 
Island,  within  hve  days' journey  of  the  cart.    He  also  had  orders  to  erect 
a  conspicuous  mark  near  the  depot,  and  on  his  return  leave  directions  for 
making  it  at  the  cart,  for  the  use  of  the  party  about  to  proceed  to  the  N.E., 
should  it  have  left  the  ships  before  his  return.    I  have  much  pleasure  in 
recommending  Mr.  Roche  to  your  most  favourable  notice.    During  our 
journey  across  the  land  he  was  constantly  at  the  drag-rope,  animating  the  men 
by  Ills  example,  and  owing  to  his  exertions  tlie  "IBcauty,"  with  a  weak  crew, 
was  enabled  to  kecf)  uj)  wilJ>  the  other  sledges.    His  care  and  attention  to 
the  issue  of  provisions,  fuel,  &c.,  as  well  as  to  the  health  of  his  crew,  is 
equally  deserving  of  notice. 

Alter  depositing  tw(>lve  days'  ])n)vision  under  tbe  cart,  and  leaving  a 
record  of  my  visit  in  tin;  (;ylin(Jcr,  I  coniinenced  nvy  return  at  1.30  i'.m. 
of  tlic  J.'5tli.  Made  rapid  ])rogr('Ss  (ill  noon  ol' the  IHth,  when  a  south- 
easterly giile  a-cconip;inie<l  by  a,  li('a,vy  snow  sloi'm  and  tln'ck  drift  comjU'lKHl 
me  to  ('nciun|).  During  the  niglit  i.lie  wind  sln  lted  lo  I  he  N.W.,  blowing 
ns  hciivily  its  helbi-e :  the  Icnipeniture  also  fell  considei'nbly.  Taking 
rid vnntiigc  of  a  tcinporiuy  lull,  I  started  at  imvi.  of  the  JGth,  but  not 
l)(  i/ig  ii\)U'.  U)  see  100  ynrds  aheaxi,  was  compelled  to  canij)  at  7-30  I'.ixi. 
The  I cinpcr.'il  iuc  Ihe  time  was -30',  the  lowest  yet  registered.  We  were 
all  fjl.Hl  lo  lake  shellcr  inside  tlie  lent  from  the  se\cfity  of  the  wind,  tlic 
force  of  it  mI.  ho  low  u  lein|)er!il lU'e  Ix'ing  Celt  Uu'ough  any  (|uajdity  of 
chd.licH.  'I'lie  following  morning  was  line:  \\v  stnrted  -A.  H.30  a.m.,  and 
;uTi\e(l  on  boiird  nt  7  i'-'^'-  <»'  Hk'  I71h. 
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A.M.    Surry  (Cooper)  had  been  useless  at  the  drag  rope  for  the  last  Journal  of 

five  days.  Being  a  very  large  man,  and  unused  to  the  work,  the  protracted  Hamilton, 
confinement  to  the  tent,  combined  with  the  severity  of  tlie  work,  had 
debilitated  him  so  much  that  frequently  he  could  scarcely  keep  up  with  the 
sledge.  The  rest  of  the  crew  were  in  better  health  and  condition  than 
when  they  left  the  ship ;  their  conduct  has  given  me  great  satisfaction. 
The  two  herds  of  musk  oxen  seen  before  your  departure  from  us  were  the 
only  animals  seen.  Vegetation  was  rarely  met  with  as  we  approached  the 
northern  shore. 

In  pursuance  of  your  orders  I  again  left  the  ship,  April  27th,  for  the 
purpose  of  examining  the  N.E.  coast  of  Melville  Island,  and  proceeding  to 
the  rendezvous,  accompanied  by  Mr.  M'Dougal,  in  charge  of  H.M.  Sledge 
"  Erin,"  to  assist  me  in  crossing  the  land.  Communicated  at  Polinya  Lake 
with  Mr.  Roche  returning  from  Cape  Mudge,  where  he  had  deposited  the 
provisions.  Received  from  him  the  necessary  directions  for  finding  the 
depot.  At  the  Bamboo  cairn  we  were  detained  36  hours  b}^  a  heavy 
gale  from  the  N.N.W. 

After  this  we  had  fine  weather,  and  made  rapid  progress  across  the  land. 
Camped  within  2'  of  the  cart  on  the  beach,  2d  May.  The  continuity  of 
the  land  between  the  termination  (on  the  chart)  of  Melville  and  Sabine 
Islands  was  ascertained.  I  was  unable  to  obtain  a  set  of  sights.  Having 
transferred  the  provisions  from  "  Erin"  and  the  cart  to  my  sledge,  I  left 
the  beach  at  6  p.m.  Mr.  M'Dougal  and  his  crew  parted  company  at 
9  P.M.  on  their  return  to  the  ship.  I  must  here  acknowledge  my  obli- 
gations to  Mr.  McDougal  for  his  advice  and  assistance  while  crossing  the 
land,  as  well  as  for  his  exertions  at  the  drag  rope.  I  also  beg  to  recom- 
mend Mr.  Ibbetts  to  your  notice  ;  having  volunteered  to  take  James 
Wilkie's  place  at  the  sledge,  he  displayed  great  zeal  and  alacrity  in  per- 
forming his  share  of  the  work.  The  crew  of  the  "  Erin"  are  also  entitled 
to  your  favourable  notice  for  their  zeal  and  exertions. 

I  arrived  at  Cape  Mudge  May  4th.  Obtained  a  tolerable  set  of  sights 
for  fixing  its  position.  Left  at  1  p.m.  of  the  5th,  having  completed  my 
provisions  to  45  days,  leaving  a  depot  of  six  days.  My  weights  are  ' 
now  about  240  pounds  per  man,  too  heavy  for  making  good  progress, 
unless  over  a  good  floe.  200  pounds  a  man  is  quite  sufficient  for  ordinary 
floes. 

The  land  after  Cape  Mudge  was  very  low  and  uninteresting.  It  was 
covered  with  snow  three  feet  deep,  which  rendered  it  difficult  to  trace  the 
exact  coast  line.  I  saw  no  signs  of  vegetation  or  animal  life.  A  more 
uninteresting  coast,  or  one  so  completely  devoid  of  prominent  objects  tiU 
Cape  Richards  is  passed,  is  rarely  met  with.  The  only  pressure  on  any 
part  of  it  was  tidal,  and  from  the  appearance  of  the  floe,  I  think  it  is  very 
old,  and  rarely  clears  out.  The  prevailing  winds  are  N.N.W.,  rendering  it 
a  lee  shore.  The  surface  of  the  floe  was  hillocky,  honeycombed,  and  very 
unfavourable  for  travelling,  as  was  also  the  weather,  which  was  usually 
thick  and  misty.  From  the  13th  of  May  to  the  7th  of  June  I  had  no 
opportunity  of  taking  sights. 

On  the  15th  May,  while  crossing  the  land  near  Point  Roche,  I  saw  a 
piece  of  drift  timber  standing  upright  on  the  summit  of  a  low  flat  topped 
hill,  about  300  yards  from  the  sea,  and  50  or  60  above  its  level. 
Thinking  it  might  have  been  placed  for  a  mark,  I  had  a  thorough  search 
underneath  it  for  documents,  and  also  10  feet  true  north.  The  vicinity 
was  closely  examined  for  signs  of  an  encampment,  but  no  traces  were  found 
either  here  or  during  the  journey  that  could  induce  me  to  think  any 
travelling  parties  had  passed  along  this  coast.  From  the  appearance  of  the 
ice  and  trending  of  the  land  it  is  very  unlikely  that  any  ships  have  passed 
near  the  coast.    No  signs  of  any  Esquimaux  encampment  were  found. 

On  the  18th  May  in  latitude  76°  44'N.,  longitude  108°  45'  W,,  I  commu- 
nicated with  Commander  Richards,  received  the  necessary  instructions  for 
finding  Sir  E.  Belcher's  despatches  in  latitude  76°  33'N.,  longitude  104°  50' 
W.  Parted  company,  as  he  intended  proceeding  to  Dealy  Island.  On  the 
following  evening,  taking  Hoile  and  Ross,  the  "  Satellite,"  and  nine  days' 
provisions,  I  left  the  sledge  to  follow  on  to  a  point  25'  distant,  where  they 
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Lieutenant  Vesey  Hamilton. 


Jonmaiof  wcrc  to  a wait  111  v  arrival.    On  the  rnornint'  of'tlie21st  I  overtook  Lieu- 

tenant  (Jsborn,  and  proceeded  in  company  to  the  rendezvous,  where 
we  arrived  on  the  morning-  of  the  28th  May.  I  found  Sir  E.  Belcher's 
despatches,  delivered  to  Lieutenant  Osborn  the  chart  with  which  I  had 
been  supplied,  and  the  journal  of  proceedings  ofH.M.S  "  Inventigator," 
and  commenced  my  return  on  the  evening  of  the  28th.  I  am  much 
indebted  to  Lieutenant  Osborn  for  his  kind  assistance  in  repairing  the 
"  Satellite,"  also  for  supplying  me  with  provision,  I  rejoined  the  sledge  on 
the  3d  of  June,  and  commenced  my  return  to  the  ship  the  same  evening, 
deviating  slightly  from  my  outward  route  to  examine  Hamilton  Island. 
The  wind  and  weather  was  much  the  same  as  before  (from  N.W.  and 
thick).  Left  Cape  Mudge  the  morning  of  the  14th ;  the  cart  on  the 
morning  of  the  l6th.  The  work  across  the  land  for  the  first  half  was  very 
good,  after  which,  owing  to  the  soft  and  muddy  state  of  the  land,  it  was 
very  slow.  On  the  morning  of  the  19th  I  sent  Bombardier  Ross,  R.M.A., 
on  to  the  ship  with  the  despatches.  On  the  following  evening  I  left  the 
sledge  and  gear  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  Polinya  Lake  and  walked  to 
the  ship,  arriving  on  board  7  a.m.  of  the  21st  June,  all  of  us  in  excel- 
lent health.  Two  deer,  a  few  hares  and  ptarmigan  was  all  the  game  we 
procured. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  much  pleasure  in  expressing  to  you  my  satisfaction 
at  the  general  good  conduct  and  willing  exertions  of  the  men  while  under 
my  orders.  George  Murray,  Captain  of  the  sledge,  showed  great  care  and 
attention  to  the  issue  of  provisions,  fuel,  &c. ;  he  deserves  great  credit  for 
carrying  out  my  orders  during  my  protracted  absence  of  13  days  most 
satisfactorily  ;  also  for  keeping  time  very  well,  with  nothing  but  the  compass 
and  a  very  rare  glimpse  of  the  sun.  Hoile  and  Ross,  the  two  men  who 
accompanied  me  with  the  "  Satellite,"  had  b}^  far  the  hardest  work  of  the 
party.  The  motion  of  the  "  Satelhte"  in  bad  ice  is  a  very  jerking  one,  and 
much  worse  than  that  of  the  big  sledge. 

Hoile  had  only  returned  from  a  40  days'  journey  10  days  before 
leaving  with  me. 

I  have,  &c. 

R.  Vesey  Hamilton,  Lieut.  R.N. 


Orders  to  Lieutenant  R.  V.  Hamilton,  H.M.S.  "Resolute." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her   Majesty's  Ship 
"  Resolute." 

Circumstances  not  permitting  me  to  take  command  in  person  of  the  party 
about  to  proceed  for  the  search  of  the  north-east  coast  of  Melville  or  Sabine 
Island,  1  have  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  appoint  you  to  it,  who  have 
already  manifested  so  much  zeal  in  placing  the  depots  for  that  purpose. 
You  will  therefore  take  command  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Hope,"  manned  with 
seven  men,  and  I'ully  provisioned  and  equipped  for  this  service,  and  under 
your  orders  the  "  Erin"  with  an  officer  and  seven  men,  provisioned  for 
16  days. 

When  in  all  ways  leady,  you  will  proceed  over  the  land  to  Hecla  and 
Griper  Bay  ;  as  the  greater  part  of  your  difficulties  will  then  be  overcome, 
yon  will  (lircct  the  officer  in  chnrge  of  the  "  Erin"  to  return  to  the  ship 
imm(;(liately.  J'^roni  this  point  you  will  ])roceed  across  the  bay,  and  follow 
the  coast  to  the  N.E.;  should  this  lead  you  into  Byam  Martin  Channel,  you 
will  cross  it  aiul  still  proceed  easterly,  so  as  to  arrive  at  the  rendezvous 
iiuno'iwUd  by  Sir  l<:dw:ir(l  Px  icher,  in"  latitude  77"  N.,  longitude  J()5"  W. 
There  you  will  not  I'iiil  to  deposit  a,  record,  giving  all  information  you  are  in 
poHKCHHion  of". 

Ak  data,  lor  putting  on  papei-  t  he  new  coast  you  march  along  can  be 
obtained  without  any  delay  Ibr  thai,  ])iu"])OHe,  you  will  not  fail  to  obtain 
thein.  On  your  woi  kin^j  cliiii  t  you  will  (hiily,  ai  1  he  conclusion  of  your 
inarch,  lay  oil'  your  true  eonise  iuid  csliinated  distance,  skeicliing  in  the 
coast  between,  making  notes  i\h  to  the  iiiiture  and  character  of  the  land 
])nHscfl  ;  wfiich,  together  with  it  journid  ol'  your  proceedings,  sk(>tches,  ike, 
you  will   tranHiTiit  to   nic  on  yoiiv  return.    I  will  not  hamper  you  with 
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further  orders,  you  are  so  well  aware  of  the  object  of  your  mission —  journal  of 

the  most  extended  and  persevering  search  in  this  most  important  direc-  l-ieutenant  Vesey  Hamiiton. 
tion — being  fully  aware  you  will  leave  nothing  unattempted  to  forward 
this  service. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.S  "  Resolute,"  Winter  Quarters, 
Dealy  Island,  22nd  April  1853. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 

Memoranda. 

Working  chart  to  be  on  the  same  scale  and  projection  I  have  issued. 
Record  to  be  deposited  in  conspicuous  places  ;  one  in  the  cairn,  and  one 
true  north  from  it 

Points  and  headlands  to  be  removed,  and  notation  of  angles  as  shown  in 
my  book. 

Log  of  proceedings  to  have  noted  in  the  margin  for  each  24  hours,  the 
following  data : 
Course  steered. 
Estimated  distance  marched. 
Encamped  for  rest  hours. 
Lunch. 

Securing  depot. 

Marching  hours. 

Temperature. 

State  of  ice. 

Winds. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Hope,"  from  27th  .'lipril 

till  21st  June  1853. 

Wednesday,  27th  April  1853. 

1.30.  P.M.  Started,  accompanied  by  Mr.  M'Dougal  in  command 
of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Erin,"  to  assist  us  in  crossing  the  land.  Three  hearty 
cheers  was  our  last  salutation  from  the  ships.  Notwithstanding  a 
strong  N.N.W.  wind  we  made  good  progress,  the  late  gale  having 
hardened  the  snow.  While  crossing  the  inlet  several  ptarmigan  passed 
us ;  these  are  the  first  that  have  yet  been  seen.  After  a  heavy  drag  ^i^d  ITn  w.  4.  6.  b.e.q. 
up  the  hill,  we  reached  Polinya  Lake  at  7.30,  when  we  camped,  having  made 

good  about  8'  N.  by  W.  ( true.)  Marching  6  hours. 

Thursday,  28th  April. 

2  A.M.  Started.    Proceeded  across  the  lake,  on  the  north  side  of  which 
I  met  H.M.S.  "  Beauty"  returning  from  Cape  Mudge,  where  Mr.  Roche 
informed  me  he  had  deposited  the  provisions.     He  also  gave  me  a 
rough  sketch  of  the  land,  with  directions  for  finding  the  depot ;  these 
I  afterwards  found  were  very  correct.     A  shoulder  of  musk  ox  which 
he  had  on  his  sledge  was  a  very  acceptable  present.     Double  banked 
the  sledges,  and  took  them  up  the  hill  in  two  trips.     We  were  frequently 
obliged  to  double  bank  while  proceeding  up  Cairn  ravine,  from  the  number  ^^^^ 
of  patches  of  gravel  which  it  was  impossible  to  avoid.    The  drag  up  the  hill 
was  very  heavy  ;  we  reached  the  cairn  at  8  a.m.  and  camped.    Most  of  us  Encamp^Moi!^' 
frost-bitten  about  the  face,  from  dragging  against  a  strong  breeze  with  a  Dist.  walked,  is. 
temperature.  _  _  ....      Course (t.)  Kb.  w. 

Soon  after  camping  the  wind  freshened  to  a  gale,  rendering  it  impossible  Wind  n.n.w.  5. 7.  b.c.q.z. 
to  make  any  headway  on  the  stony  ground  that,  from  previous  experience, 
I  knew  was  before  us.  wind  n.n.w.  7.  lo.  b.c.q.z. 

Friday,  29th  April. 

Towards  evening  the  wind  lulled,  enabling  us  to  start  at  8  p.m.    Pro-  ^^oon. 
ceeding  across  a  bleak  plain  N.N.W.  (T.),  at  midnight  arrived  at  the  south  ^^"^4  ^-^-T-i"-  ^o-J-'^i-  , 

.  ,       P  .         ^  \      /'  O  Detained  by  bad  weather.  24  h. 

Side  oi  a  steep  ravine. 

Saturday,  30th  April. 

Here  we  had  to  lower  each  sledge  separately  down  a  steep  incline,  about 
150  feet  high.  Proceeded  a  short  distance  in  an  easterly  direction,  and 
then  turned  up  a  steep  ravine  trending  N.  by  W.  (T. )  ;  in  this  we  camped 
at  2  A.M.,  having  made  good  N.  by  W.  5'.    In  this  ravine  we  procured 
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2  A.M. 

Wind  calm  h.c. 


Noon. 
Calm  o.b.c. 

Hours  marching,  10. 
Encmp.  14. 
Course  N.  5  W. 
Dist.  10'. 


2  A.M. 

3ilia  O.b.c, 


Noon. 
S.Easterly,  1,  o.m.s. 
Hours  marcliing,  10. 
Encmp.  14. 
Course,  M.G.,  Nortlu 
Distance,  14. 


Noon. 

Wind  S.E.  3.  o.m.s. 
Hours  marching,  9. 
Encmp.,  \r>. 
Dist.  walked,  10. 


6  T.M. 

Ternj).  ()  '. 

Wind  B.S.E.  2.  o.m. 


Midnight. 
Temp.  -a°. 
Calm  o.b.c. 


1 0  A.M. 

'IVmp.   ^  10. 
Wind  K.S.K.  .'i  h.c, 

Noon. 

Ifourtt  miircliinj^,  10. 
Knrfmp.  M. 

Coiirw,         N.N.W.  i  \V. 

Temp.  J «", 
Wind  c.ulr»i,  o.b.c. 


8  or  10  ll)R.  of  coal,  and  with  a  little  trouble  much  more  might  liavc  been 
easily  obtained. 

vStarted  at  7  a.m.  After  leavinf>-  the  ravine  entered  another  undulating 
plain,  across  which  we  steered  N.N.W.  (T.)  for  a  couple  of  hours,  when  we 
entered  a  ravine,  the  main  branch  of  which  at  this  place  ran  in  a  N.N.E., 
S.S.W.  (T.)  direction.    Camped  at  11  a.m. 

Obtained  a  good  meridian  altitude,  which  gives  the  latitude  7^)'  14^^'  N. 

Started  at  8.30.  p.m.,  made  an  excellent  march  down  this  ravine,  in 
which  the  snow  was  in  good  travelling  condition. 

Sunday,  \stMay. 
Camped  at  2  a.m.    M.G.N,  by  E.  7'. 

While  tea  was  preparing  I  walked  ahead  for  some  distance,  and  was  much 
gratified  by  finding  a  continuation  of  this  ravine  trending  in  nearly  the  same 
direction.  Blue  hills  were  also  seen  to  the  eastward,  which  I  take  for  the 
hills  on  Sabine  Land. 

Started  at  6.30  a.m.  Proceeded  over  a  slight  ascent,  then  entered  the 
ravine  previously  seen.  x\s  the  snow  in  this  ravine  was  hard  and  smooth, 
and  w^e  had  the  advantage  of  a  slight  descent,  our  progress  was  as  rapid  as 
I  could  desire.  From  the  summit  of  the  neighbouring  hills  I  saw  the  floe 
in  Sabine  Bay,  and  the  hills  on  the  opposite  side  of  it. 

At  11  a.m.  I  found  our  progress  down  the  ravine  was  stopped  by  a  per- 
pendicular snow  bank,  30  feet  high,  extending  completely  across  the  rapine. 
Camped  about  a  mile  from  the  beach,  M.G.  North  7'- 

8  p.m.  proceeded.  Ascended  a  steep  hill  to  avoid  the  snow  bank.  The 
fine  weather  with  Avhich  we  have  been  favoured  for  the  last  two  days  has 
changed  to  thick  misty  weather  and  a  heavy  fall  of  snow.  Built  a  small 
cairn  about  y  from  the  beach,  as  a  mark  for  making  the  ravine  when 


returning. 


Monday,  2d  May. 


Steered  along  the  beach  till  1  a.m.,  when  I  saw  the  cart  looming  through 
the  mist  about  2'  distant.  Pitched  the  tents  ;  and  leaving  the  cooks 
behind  to  prepare  a  good  stew  of  musk  ox,  with  the  rest  of  the  crews 
proceeded  to  the  cart  for  the  provisions  that  had  been  previously  left  there. 
A  depot  of  six  days  was  left  to  carry  us  over  the  land  on  our  return. 
Reached  the  tents  at  5  a.m.,  having  walked  about  10'  since  starting, 
although  we  have  only  made  good  four. 

I  was  much  disappointed  at  not  being  able  to  obtain  a  good  set  of  sights 
here.  Transferred  the  depot  from  the  "  Erin"  to  the  "  Hope,"  and  repacked 
the  sledge. 

Started  at  6  p.m  accompanied  by  Mr.  M'Dougal  and  the  crew  of  the 
"  Erin."  Steered  for  the  extreme  point  of  land  to  the  northward  (south). 
(C.)  Five  deer  crossed  the  floe,  proceeding  to  the  eastward.  As  they 
passed  within  .'300  yards  of  tlie  vsledge  M'Dougal  and  myself  tried  to  get  a 
shot  at  them,  but  without  success.  9  p.m.  Exchanged  three  cheers  with  the 
"  Erins,"  who  then  parted  company  on  their  return  to  the  ship. 

Resumed  our  now  solitary  course  till  1 1.45,  when  we  camped. 
E.xtreme  point  of  land  to  northward  soutli  (C),  made  good.  N.N.W.  .',  W. 
(T.)  7'. 

Tuesday,  lid  May. 

5.30  A.M.  Started  ;  snow  soft  and  crusty.  Steered  south.  (C.)  Passed 
Roche's  sledge  track  on  his  outward  journey.  Civniped  9-45  a.m.  M.  G. 
N.N.W.  W.  5^.  l':xtreine  point  nea,i"  (JapeMudge  S.  W.  7  p.m.  Started  ; 
Hnow  soft  and  crusty.  Soon  afterwards  observed  the  depot  on  a  hillock,  near 
the  terniination  of  a.  h)W  spit.  I  easily  ivcogni/ed  it  IVoin  Roche's  sketch 
and  description  ;  his  distance,  however,  is  ovcrraJefh 

I'l'i'iliK'.sddy,  Mil,  M.djj. 

('ampcd  a,t  O.iiO  a.m.  M,  (i.  N.N.W.  \,  W.  ().'/.  We  were  all  so  cold 
in  our  l);igH  that  wc  were  heartily  glad  to  start  jit  5.30  a.m.  I  saw  a 
ptarmigan  (lying  to  the  eastward;  uIho  several  leiunung  tracks  5' or  0' oil' 
sliore. 
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Camped  at  10.10  a.m.,  close  to  the  depot.    M.G,  N.N.W.  h  W.  64 

M.  A.  0 

60°  2^30''  Indifferent. 

3.30  P.M.    Sights  for  time  and  variation. 


h.  m.  s. 

|0  Hiimmock, 

10  39  20 

40  20 

41  10 


Temp.  +  1 C'^. 
Wind  S.S.E.  3  b.c. 

ISToon. 

Hours  marcliing,  lOh.  10m. 
Encmp.  13h.  50m. 
Course,  M.G.  N.N.W.  i  W. 
Distance,  M.G.  13. 


|0  Hummock 


62°  20'  00" 
0 

48    4  40 
47  56  50 
51  30 

63  20  00 


Lat.  - 

Long.  - 
Var.  - 


Kesult  of  sights. 

-   75°  50' 55"  W 


110°  12'  15"  W. 
153°  E. 


Position  of  Cape  Mudge. 


56  50  00 
114  50  00 


Noon. 


A  Hummock  toLow  point 
A  Low  point  to  depot  hillock 

Compass  bearing  hummock,  N.  25  E.   • — • 

As  these  sights  were  not  as  good  as  I  could  desire  I  waited  another  day, 
hoping  to  obtain  a  better  set. 

The  Cape  Mudge  of  Parry  is  a  hill  rising  abruptly  from  a  low  plain  which 
extends  to  the  beach — a  distance  of  h'  or  The  real  termination  is  a  long 
low  spit  running  out  about  4.'  from  the  hill. 

No  traces  of  any  animals  were  seen,  and  but  little  vegetation.  Four 
ptarmigan  were  shot  by  tAvo  of  the  men. 

Thursdaii,  5th  Maij. 
The  day  unfortunately  turned  out  dark  and  gloomy,  and  I  was  unable  to 
obtain  sights.  Employed  the  people  in  removing  the  tins  from  the  pemmican,  ^y?^*^ 
bacon,  &c.  Buried  a  depot  of  six  days'  provisions  ;  also  left  our  boots, 
spare  clothing,  and  everything  that  we  could  spare,  so  as  to  lighten  our  load 
as  much  as  possible.  I  have  now  45  days'  provisions  on  the  sledge ;  this, 
with  the  assistance  of  game,  will  easily  last  50  days.  The  weight  per  m.an 
is  about  245lbs. 

The  weather  was  too  thick  to  see  more  than  V  in  any  direction.  Started 
at  1  P.M.  Steered  south  (C)  till  4.30  along  a  low  spit,  where  the  weather 
clearing  a  little  enables  me  to  see  that,  by  crossing  it,  I  would  shorten  my 
distance. 

Steered  S.W.  by  W.  (C.)  for  a  hill  or  headland  I  had  momentarily  seen  on 
that  bearing. 

The  snow  was  soft  and  very  deep,  and  v/ith  the  increased  weight  on  the 
sledge  our  progress  was  very  slow.  Camped  at  6.30  vm.  M.G.  N.]N".W.-|  W. 
(T.)  2';  N.N.E.  2V.    Bearing  of  low  point  ahead,  W.  by  N.  (C.) 

Friday,  (jth  Mat). 

1.30  a.m.  Started;  steered  west  (C.)  along  very  low  land,  rising  gradually  Temp. -5°. 
to  a  height  of  80  or  100  feet,  about  V  or  \\'  inland.    Camped  6  a.m.  Wind n.e. s o.m. 
M.G.  N.  E.  by  E.  \  E.  4'. 


6.30  P.M. 
Temp.  +  1°. 
AVind  N.E.  1  h.c. 


1.30  A.M. 


Distance  walked  was  9  miles.    Obtained  a  very  good  M.  A. 


Index  error  -f  15" 

|0  Low  Point 
h.   m.  s. 
10  .34  34 

35  49 

36  20 


M.  A.  _0 

61"  0'  20'^ 
49  00  W 

49  29  50 
20  00 
16  50 

49  40  00 


[0  Low  Point 
Low  Point  bearing  N.  39  E.  (C.) 

Started  4.30  p.m.  Steered  for  alow^  point  to  the  northward  S.W.  bj^  N.  (C.) 
Walked  to  the  land,  which  vfas  a  low  flat  plain,  covered  with  snow  too  deep 
to  discern  any  trace  of  vegetation.  One  or  two  uncovered  patches  consisted 
of  a  mixture  of  sand  and  tine  gravel.  The  floe  we  have  been  travelling  over 
since  leaving  Cape  Mudge  is  old  and  honeycombed,  and  covered  Vvath  a  hard 
crust  of  snow  three  or  four  inches  deep,  which  frequently  breaks  Avith  the 
weight  of  the  sledge,  burying  it  up  the  bearer,  and  as  one  runner  only 
generally  breaks  in,  we  are  obliged  to  send  two  hands  to  lift  the  runner 
III.  4  L 


G.O  A.M. 

Temp.  +  1. 
^Vind  N.E.  1  b.e.m. 

Noon. 

Hours  m.irching,  10. 
Encmp.  14. 

Course,  M.G.  N.E.  b.  N. 
Dist.  C. 

Result  of  sights. 
Lat.     -       -   75°  53'  53"  N. 
Long.  -       -  110°  00'  00"  AA'". 
A^ar.    -       -  154°  E. 
Good  sights. 


Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Vesey  ]Iamilton. 


Temp.  0°. 
Calm  o.b.c. 


6.30  A.si. 


Temp.  +  1 0°. 
Wind  N.N.AV.  1  b.c. 


Noon. 

Hours  marcliing,  9A. 
Encmp.  14-1-. 
Course,  M.G.  N.  h.  W. 
Distance,  9^. 

Eesult  of  sights. 
Lat.      -       -    76°  4'  55"  N. 
Long.    -       -  110°  7' 00"  W. 
Var.     -       -  150°.  E. 


l)0(lily,  while  the  other  men,  with  u  "  one,  two,  three-haul,"  drag  th(;  wledge 
out.  This  not  only  adds  greatly  to  the  labour,  but  greatly  impedes  our 
progress.  The  sastrugaeor  snow  wreaths,  which  are  here  high  and  at  right 
angles  to  our  course,  also  delay  us  considerably,  from  the  circuitous  route 
we  are  obliged  to  take  to  avoid  the  heavier  ridges. 
Camped  at  10  p.m.    M.G.N,  by  W.  (T.) 

Saturday/,  "^th  May. 

Started  2.30  a.m.  Sastrugae,  hillocks  of  ice,  and  the  siiow-pits, 
being  more  frequent  tlian  usual,  1  camped  at  G.30.,  half  an  hour  earlier 
than  usual,  M.G.N,  by  W.  4'.  Extreme  point  to  northward  S.S.W.  (C.) 
Cape  Mudge  Bluff  N.E.  by  N.  8.30  a.m.  Obtained  sights  for  time 
and  variation. 


5.30  P.M. 
Temp.  +2°. 
Wind  N.W.  1  b.c. 


11  P.M. 

Temp.  -5°. 

Wind  W.N.W.  1  o.m. 

4  A.M. 

Temp.  +1. 

8  A.M. 
Temp.  +16. 
Calm,  o.m. 

Noon, 
ours  marching,  9i-. 
Encmp.  147^. 

Course,  M.G.  N.  b.  W.  \  W, 
Distance,  7./. 

11  P.M. 

Temp.  +  10. 

Wind,  West.  2.  5.  o.m.q. 

3  A.M. 

Temp.  I-  5. 

Wind,  W.N.\\^.  2.  5.  o.m.q. 


Noon. 
Honrs  marching,  9. 10. 
Ericir<p.  14.50. 
Ojurse,  M.O.  N.N.W.  \  W. 
3>iHtance,  7'. 

'/"errip.  )  J  5. 

AViiid  W'.iN'.VV.  H.lf)  K. 


Noon. 

iMtilnf'l  by  bad  weather  JAh. 


2  A.M. 

Wlml,  N.N.W.  ,',  o.iM.q 


10..1()  A.M. 

Tdrmp.  s  12. 

Wlml,  N.N.W.  7.H,  b,c.ni,.| 


ni. 


|0  point 

3    oT  00 

58  40 

59  23 


_0 

o            /  '  ff 

T06^_  lO^  m) 

51     -10  10 

45  00 

48  40 


jO  point.  107    10    00  C.  Bg.  S.  4  S.W. 

Took  sights  for  short  Int'.  double  altitude,  being  too  late  for  meridian 
altitude. 


h. 
7 


m.  s. 

5()  55 
1  25 


60 


36  20 
28  40 


Started  5.30  p.m.  Steered  for  a  low  point  S.  by  W.  |-  W.  (C.) 
We  are  about  3'  off  the  shore,  from  which  a  lov/,  flat  plain  extends  inland 
about  4'  or  5'  to  a  flat-topped  range  of  hills  200  or  250  feet  high. 

Camped  at  11.  p.m.  M.G.N,  by  W.  \  W.  4^-'.  Low  point  ahead 
S.  20  W,  (C.)    Bluff  near  Cape  Mudge  N.  25  E. 

« 

Sunday,  8th  May. 

4  A.M.  Started.  Steered  S.  by  W,  (C.)  Floe  very  heavy.  Weather 
too  thick  to  see  more  than  V  iti  any  direction.  Camped  8  a  m.  M.  G. 
N.  by  W.  h  Vv^.  3'.  Started  4.50.  p.m.  Steered  S.  by  W.  till  8, 
when  I  arrived  at  the  north  point  of  the  bay,  which,  at  the  request  of 
Mr.  M'Dougal,  I  named  Eldridge  Bay ;  the  point  I  called  after  Captain 
Chads,  C.B.,  under  whom  I  had  served  in  the  "  Excellent." 

Camped  10.30  p.m.    M.G.N,  by  W.  f  W.  4'. 

Monday,  9fh  May. 

3.30  A.M.  started,  steering  south  (C.)  across  a  low,  flat  plain,  which 
I  thought  was  the  termination  of  a  point.  An  occasional  patch  of  gravel 
was  the  only  indication  of  land,  otherwise  I  should  have  thought  I  Avas 
on  the  floe  till  7-  a.m.,  when,  flnding  I  was  ascending  a  hill,  and  the  mist 
and  drift  preventing  any  view  of  the  surrounding  land,  I  camped,  hoping 
for  a  change  of  weather  before  starting  again.  The  wind  freshened  to  a 
heavy  gale  soon  after  camping.    M.G.N.N.W.     W.  2.y. 

Too  much  drift  and  snow  to  attempt  getting  under  weigh. 

Tuettday,  1  OifA  May. 

Towards  evening  the  wind  lulled.  Dug  the  sledges  out  of  the  drift,  in 
which  Ilu-y  were  completely  buried.  Started  7.45  p.m.  Steeied 
S.  I,  Vj.  (C.j  across  a  low  plain,  which  was  not  easily  distinguished  from 
the  floe. 

IVcdiHisday,  \  May. 

Cum|)cd  1.30  A.M.  M.(J.N.W.  \>y  N.  1.7.  Started  5.15  a.m. 
A  bc.aulilul  sky  overhead  ga\e  promise  of  a  fine  day,  but,  as  is  frequently 
\\\c  case  ill  Miis  ciuintry,  a  thick  mist  round  (he  horizon  prevented  any- 
lliliig  more  than  \,'  disliint  from  being  seen.    Steered  S.  I  IC.  {V>.) 

7.15  a.m.  arrived  at  I  lie  Hoc,  an  occasional  hunundck  being  the  only 
indication  that  HUch  was  the  ciisc.  The  hwvYX  again  I'lcshcning  uj)  against 
UH,  I  e;iniped  at  10.15  a.m      iVl.G.N.W.  by  N.  3'. 
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The  gale  lulling  towards  evening,  I  started  at  10.45  p.m.  against  a  Noon, 

strong  breeze.    Fortunately,  the  temperature  was  high,  but  we  were  all  Encmp^TsI^™^' 

severely  frost-bitten  about  the  fece,    I  did  not  think  the  wind  so  late  in  Course,  m.g.  n.w.  b.  n. 

May  could  have  been  so  cutting.  Temp°°+2o°' 

The  land  was  occasionally  seen.    Apparently,  our  course  is  parallel  to  it.  Wind,  n.n.w.  7.10  b.c.q. 

11  P.M. 

Thursday,  mh  May. 

'  Wmd,  N.N.W.  7  o.m.q. 

Camped  3.45  a.m.    M.G.  N.W.  bv  N.  4'.  Saw  the  land  trending  in  a  4a.m. 
W. S.W.  ( C. )  direction  for  about _  1 ^  Temp.  + 10°^  ^  ^ ^ 

Started  8.30  a.m.  Weather  thick,  as  usual.  Steered  W.  by  S.  S.  (C.)  Noon.'  ' 
along  very  low  land.    Camped  11.30.    M  G.  N.E.  21,'.       '  Hours  marching,  8. 

y^V      •       1       r-  •  •  T         ii*      1  Lncmp.  16. 

Obtamed  a  lair  meridian  altitude.  Course,  n.w.  b.  n.  4'. 

N.E.  2i. 

Q  Temp.  +20°. 

^  ,o  ..^,^//      T    1  -^r.n  Wind,  N.W.  5  b.c.m.o. 

63°    12'    30".    Index  error  +  30 '.  Lat.  76°  24' 44"  N. 

When  the  weather  cleared  up  I  found  myself  in  the  bottom  of  a  small      9  p.m. 
bay,  my  last  march  having  done  more  harm  than  good,  by  taking  me  out  '\y^{  ^       3  i,  c 
of  the  road=    Started  at  9  p  m.    Steered  S  ^  W.  (C.)  along  low  land. 
This  I  found  was  a  long  low  spit  about  \'  broad.    Observed  high  land  to 
the  N.E.,  bearing  W.  ^  S.,  apparently  12'  or  15'  off.    Crossed  the  spit, 
reaching  the  Hoe  on  the  east  side  at  1 1  p.m.    Steered  W.  by  S.  (C.) 

The  land  is  very  much  distorted  by  mirage.  A  meridian  altitude  of  the 
sun  at  midnight  did  not  give  a  satisfactory  latitude,  placing  me  3'  south  of 
my  noon  sight.  The  horizon  was  thrown  up  by  refraction ;  and  as  the 
altitude  was  only  4°,  it  was  impossible  to  compute  the  refraction  correctly. 

Friday,  ISfh  May. 

The  fine  weather  we  have  had  this  march  renders  it  much  less  fatiguing      3  a.m. 
than  usual.     Camped  at  2.45  a.m.',  M.G.  N.W.  by  N.  1',  N.E.  h  E.  W.  Simple/ 
Started  7  a.m.;  steered  S.  b.  W.  (C.)  about  3°  off  very  Ioav  land,  the 
sastvugae  being  at  right  angles  to  our  course  renders  it  rather  circuitous. 
Camped  11.45  a.m.,  M.G.  N.E.      E.  3  ;   took  advantage  of  this  fine  Noon, 
day  to  dry  our  wet  clothes  and  robes,  also  to  wash  our  hands,  face  En«iV"i4°^™^' 
and  feet  in  snow,  Avhich  is  more  refreshing  than  a  stranger  to  the  process  Course,  n.w.  b.  n.  i 
would  imagine.    Obtained  very  good  sights.  Distance' 

M.A.     O  Temp.  +30°. 

  Calm,  b.c. 

Index  error  +  30"  Lat.  76°  29'  32"  N. 

a-^      Q£)       on  Long.  110°  28' 00' W 

Var  1 54°  E. 


4.45  P.M.  for  Time  and  Variation. 
0 


h.      m.      s.  or,,         |Q  Hummock  127  55 

11      50     21     —     44    25  00 

51  40  18  30 

52  40  10  40 

|0  Hummock  128  11 
A  Hummock  to  Peaked  hill    -       -    23  20 
A  Peaked  hill  to  R  T.  range  of  hills    30  20 
L.  T.    -        -       -    40  20 
Entrance  of  land        -       -    50  45 
Compass  bearing,  Peaked  hill  -         -  N.  54  W. 

Started  8.30  p.m.;  steered  W.  b.  S.  \  S.  (C);  the  floe  was  good  at 
starting,  but  latterly  was  very  bad,  standing  pulls  being  more  frequent  than 
usual.  Surrounding  objects  much  distorted  by  mirage,  the  almost  sure 
precursor  of  a  gale. 

Saturday,  1 4th  May. 
Camped  2.15  a.m.,  M.G.  N.E.  5°;    started  7-30  a.m.    8.30.   Made  Temp. ^12°. 
sail  to  a  southerly  breeze  w^hich  fortunately  sprang  up  in  time  to  help  us  Caim,  o.b.c. 
over  the  heaviest  floe  we  have  yet  had.     Steered  W.  b.  S.  i  S. ;  camped  Hourlmarching,  10. 
11.45  a.m.,  M.G.  N.E.  3i  ;  obtained  a  fair  mer.  alt.  ~  Bncmp.  i4. 

Course,  M.G.  N.E. 

0  Distance,  8i. 

°  "  Index  error  +  30"  ^;«™P- 

c-.T     ri     ■r,i\  Wmd  south  4  b.e. 

60     51    oi)  Lat.  76°  34'  39"  N. 

9  P.M.  Started  under  sail,  steered  W.S.W.  (C),  for  apparent  extreme  of  Temp.' +a2°. 
low  land,  which  we  reached  on  Wind  soi.uh,  4  b.c.m. 

4L  2 
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4  A.M. 

Temp,  ill  sun  +  10°. 
Wind  S.S.E.,  6  8  b.c.q.z. 


Noon. 
Hours  marching,  9^. 
Searching  for  documents,  2. 
Encmp.  12f. 
Course,  M.G.  KE.  ^. 
N.  b.  E.  I  E.  4. 
Distance,  9^. 


5  A.M. 

Temp.  +  14°. 
Wind  S.W.  4  cm. 


9.30  A.M. 
Temp.  +20°. 
Calm,  o.m.g.s. 


Koon. 
Hours  marching,  8. 
Burying  depot,  2. 
Encmp.  14. 

Course,  M.G.  N.  b.  W.  1'. 
N.  b.  E.  i  E.  5-i. 
Distance,  6h 

10  P.M. 
Temp.  +  14°. 
Wind  S.S.E.,  .3  o.m.g. 


&'tmda^,  15th  Ma/j. 

At  2.45   A.M.    Camped  on  it  at  3.45    a.m.,  M.G.  N.E.  J   N.  C)'. 

Started  7-30  a.m.  under  sail ;  steered  S.W.  across  the  land,  hoping  this 
was   the  termination  of  another  low  spit  or  point  like  Cape  Mudge 
or  Point  M'Dougal.     The  drift  was  too  thick  to  see  more  than  }/  in 
any  direction.    Murray  fell  down  in  front  of  the  sledge,  which  went 
over  his  foot,  fortunately  without  doing  any  other  injury  than  a  slight 
bruise.    At  10  a.m.  I  was  astonished  at  seeing  a  small  piece  of  drift  wood, 
about  4  feet  long,  standing  upright  on  the  summit  of  a  hill.    Thinking  it 
might  have  been  placed  there  for  a  mark,  although  I  was  loth  to  lose  so 
fine  a  breeze,  I  deemed  it  necessary  to  camp  and  have  a  thorough  search 
for  documents  before  proceeding  any  further.    I  dug  a  space  large  enough 
to  contain  an  Edwards's  potato  case,  and  about  1 S  inches  deep ;  the  earth 
was  then  so  hard  that  the  pickaxe  would  not  penetrate.    I  also  dug  10 
feet  true  north  from  the  piece  of  wood  without  finding  anything.  The 
vicinity  was  also  closely  examined  for  signs  of  an  encampment,  but  neither 
here,  nor  in  any  part  of  the  journey,  were  any  traces  found  that  could  lead  to 
the  supposition  that  any  parties  had  been  on  this  coast ;  the  appearance  of 
the  ice  also  leads  me  to  the  conclusion  that  no  ships  have  passed  near  it. 
No  signs  of  Esquimaux  encampments  were  seen  along  the  coast. 

9.50  P.M.  Buried  six  days'  provisions,  leaving  the  timber  standing 
upright  as  a  mark.  The  weather  clearing  up  for  a  short  time,  I  saw  the 
floe  about  200  yards  off,  the  hill  on  which  the  depot  is  buried  being  about 
50  feet  high.    Started  11.50  p.m.  :  steered  S.  by  W. 

Monday,  iQth  May. 
At  1  A.M.  steered  S.W.  across  a  low  point  named  Point  Roche,  after  my 
assistant  in  laying  out  the  depots  for  this  route.  Built  a  small  cairn 
on  the  beach,  as  a  mark  for  finding  the  depot  on  my  return.  Camped  at 
5.20  A.M.  about  2'  oft  shore.  M.G.N,  b.  E.  \  E.  3'.  Low  Point  ahead 
S.W.  (C.) 

9.30  A.M.  Started,  steered  S.W.  b.  S.  (C.)  A  considerable  fall  of  snow 
during  the  night  has  made  the  dragging  very  heavy.  The  glare  is  so 
strong  that  Hoile  is  completely  snow  blind ;  several  of  the  men  partially 
so.  Camped  at  1.30  p.m.  in  consequence  of  the  snow  Windings;  dropped 
vane  of  opium  into  the  sufferers'  eyes,  and  bathed  the  eyeballs  with  weak 
spirits  and  Avater,  a  remedy  for  snow-blindness  I  have  generally  found 
efficacious. 

10.  p.m.  Started;  steered  west  (C.)  along  very  low  land. 

Tuesday,  V]tli  May. 

At  1  A.M.  the  weather  cleared  up.  I  saw  a  range  of  hills  about  500  feet 
high  running  in  a  N.N.E.  S.S.W.  direction,  apparently  5'  or  ()'  off;  they 
are  the  most  conspicuous  hills  I  have  yet  seen.  I  afterwards  found  that 
they  were  12'  or  14'  distance.  Our  progress  was  tolerable  till  3.30  a.m. 
when  a  few  pools  of  water  on  the  fioe  attracted  my  attention,  and  shortly 
after  the  leading  men  broke  through  an  upper  crust  of  hard  snow,  and  Avere 
immci'sed  up  to  their  knees  in  water.  As  this  was  unpleasant,  I  went 
ahead  to  reconnoitre,  and  found  a  short  distance  ahead  a  crack  about  two 
feet  wide  extending  for  about  a  mile  in  a  N.W.  direction,  and  then  turning 
sharj)  to  tin;  N.l].  ;  the  ice  was  so  thin  that  T  drove  a  bnniboo  through  it 
easily.  While  waiting  to  lind  a  road  by  which  to  extricate  the  sledge  from 
this  dilemma,  a  tine  buck  passed  about  500  yards  from  us  proceeding  to  the 
main  litnd  a.pp.'ircMitly  from  the  southward  to  the  northward.  'I'he  tloe  in 
this  spot  appears  to  l)e  of  last  year's  i'ornuition,  while  from  the  absence  of 
pressure  and  hillocky  appearance  oC  the  ice  we  have  hitherto  travelled  over, 
I  should  think  it  nnist  be  ice  of  scNcral  years'  formation.  clear  these 

Clacks  we  were  obliged  to  retrace  our  slx'ps  for  some  distance,  a,nd  pursue 
he  grounded  liuinmocks,  thereby  increasing  our  distance 
15,  Lunched;  5.15.   Proceeded.    Discovered  a,  harbour 
)rea(ltli,  the  fl()(>  in  it  \vas  oC  last  yea,r's  Ibrnia- 
Ihe  surface  of  llie  ire  I  was  surprised  by  seeing  a 
sludge.     While    I  was  a, way  from   the  sledge 
(eel.  wide  and    1 00  yards  in  lengfli  close  lo  the 


our  route  insid( 
considerably.  .'5.'io 
about  (  wo  h)ng  aJid  a  mile  in 
lion.    In  several  places  on  Ih 
considerable  (|uantity  of 
Murray  saw  a  crack   1 2 


^liore  ;  as  lliere  was  not  a.  |)arli<'le  of  ice  on 


surface 


Wtttci',  tins 
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crack  must  have  opened  quite  recently.     I  named  this  harbour  after  Rear 
Admiral  Murray;  from  the  west  point  of  it  steered  W.  hy  S.      S.       s  am.  ^ 
Camped  8  a.m,  on  the  land  as  the  ice  looked  rather  thin.  Wind  s^s!r,  5  o.ra. 

9.30  P.M.  Started,  ascended  the  hills,  hoping  to  get  a  view  to  the  west-  Noon, 
ward;   the  misty  weather  baulked  my  expectations,  and  I  was  obliged  to  ^unch "1''^''^^°^' 
follow  the  trendings  of  the  coast ;  I  saw  more  vegetation  than  I  have  yet  Encmp/i2i. 
seen  on  the  north  shore  of  this  island.    Soon  after  starting  the  snow  Couvse,  M.G.N.E.b.E.i  E 
changed  into  a  fine  drizzling  rain,  a  very  unusual  thing  so  early  in  the  Distance,  u. 
season  ;  I  afterwards  found  that  they  had  had  rain  in  Baring  Island  at  the  Temp  ^+  ^T' 
same  time.    The  land  still  continues  low.  Wind  s.s.e."  3  o.m  s 

Wednesday/,  I8th  Mwj. 
Finding  the  laud  trending  N.N.E.,  and  then  N.E.  (C),  almost  the      0.30  a.m. 
opposite  direction  to  the  one  I  wished  to  pursue,  I  camped  at  0.15  a.m.,  windNorth ' 4  o.n 
M.G.,  S.  i  E.  4'  S.  b.  W.  2'.     Soon  after  supper  we  were  all  astonished 
by  hearing  foot-steps  approaching  the  tent;  this  proved  to  be  Commander  Meet  Commander  Richards. 
Richards  and  three  men  from  his  sledge.  They  had  passed  our  sledge  tracks 
about  3'  off  and  followed  them  up  ;  they  had  left  the  "Assistance  "  on  the 
10th  April  in  Winter  Quarters,  Northumberland  Sound,  Lat.  76°  56'  N., 
Long.  97°  W.    I  returned  with  Captain  Richards  to  his  tent,  and  obtained 
from  him  a  rough  chart  of  his  discoveries,  with  directions  for  making  the 
rendezvous  in  lat.  76°  33"  N.,  long.  105  W.     He  also  informed  me  that 
Lieut.  Osborn  had  left  him  that  evening,  and  as  he  was  going  to  examine 
a  deep  bay,  I  should  probably  overtake  him  at  the  boat  depot,  entrance  of 
Byam  Martin  Channel.    As  he  had  seen  heavy  ice  to  seaward,  he  thought 
my  best  plan  would  be  to  steer  from  point  to  point  till  I  reached  the  53 
rendezvous.    I  parted  company  with  Commander  Richards  at  10  a.m.,  he  communicatin!?Vith 
intending  to  proceed  to  the  ship  at  Dealy  Island.     The  weather  was  ^^"""f^^^^Hf'^' 
warm  that  we  were  obliged  to  sleep  outside  our  bags,  for  the  first  time  Temp!'  +  29°. 
since  I  have  been  travelling.    I  overslept  myself,  and  we  did  not  start  till  Wind  s.Easteriy  3  o m. 
7.40  P.M.   Steered  for  the  only  bluff  headland  we  have  yet  seen,  which  we       7.40  p.m. 
reached  at  11.15.    Left  here  a  depot  for  five  days.    Passed  Commander  wind  s^e! Vo.m.8. 
Richards's  depot  at  midnight. 

Thursday,  IQih  May. 

Lunched  1  a.m.    Proceeded  1.20,  following  Osborn's  track.     The  floe 
is  old  and  hillocky  with  occasional  good  leads  amongst  it.     Now  that  our 
weights  are  lighter  we  make  very  good  progress.    I  am  quite  certain  my       7  jj 
weights  were  too  much  on  leaving  Cape  Mudge,  200  or  210lbs.  a  man  is  lemp.  +29°. 
quite  sufficient.     Camped  6.20  a.m.     At  6  p.m.  finding  the  weather  was  ■  ^- ^ 

sufficiently  fine  to  push  on  with  the  "  Satellite,"  I  set  Hoile  and  Wilson  to  nours  marching,  10.20. 
make  a  small  tent  out  of  the  sail  and  spare  blanket.    This  was  finished 
in  about  3  hours,  and  with  bamboo  poles  made  a  very  respectable  gipsy  couvre.^M.d.  s.e.  5. 
tent,  4  ft.  high,  5  ft.  broad,  and  about  9  ft.  long.  Di^tanc^e  14 

Mode  and  Ross  were  the  two  men  I  selected  to  accompanj^  me,  and  ioJopm 
taking  nine  days'  provision,  our  sleeping  bags,  and  a  change  of  clothing  Temp.  24°. 
for  the  feet,  we  started  at  10.30  p.m.,  having  about  60lbs.  each  to  drag.  ^™ 

I  left  orders  with  Murray  to  proceed  to  a  cache  of  musk  ox  left  by 
Commander  Richards  on  a  spit  about  25'  from  our  present  encampment 
and  there  await  my  arrival,  employing  the  men  in  shooting,  &c. 

The  floe  was  formed  of  old  glassy  hillocks,  and  as  there  was  sufficient 
snow  to  afford  sure  footing,  without  impeding  us  much,  we  made  rapid 
progress  although  against  a  strong  breeze. 

Friday,  20th  May. 

Passed  Osborn's  first  homeward  encampment  at  1  a.m.;  lost  sight  of  the 
"  Hope."    Lunched  5  a.m.  ;  started  5.45.   Camped  9  a.m.  close  to  a  low- 
spit,  at  Osborn's  second  encam.pment.    Shortly  before  camping  I  savf  tAvo  Noon, 
snow  owls  flying  very  close  to  tlie  floe,  probably  in  quest  of  lemmings,  v/ho  Lundi.^als!""^'  ^"^^ 
are  frcquent'lj^  found  five  or  six  miles  from  the  land.    Notwithstanding  the  Making  Tcm,  &c.  4  00. 
small  size  of  our  tent,  we  all  slept  soundly.    Started  10.15  a.m.  Course!' m. a  s.s.r^^ 

Saturday,  Ust  May. 

Reached  the  musk  ox  cache  shortly  after  midnight ;  I  took  from  it 
about  15ib3.  of  meat.    Reached  the  depot  point  at  8.15  a.m.,  where  I 
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Distance,  19'. 
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Jouniiil  of 
Lieiilcnant  Vesey  JIuniilton. 


Noon. 

Hours  marching,  12. 

Kepaii'ing  damages,  l^- 

Lunch,  ^. 

Encmp.  93. 

Course,  M.G.  S.S.E.  9' 

S.  b.  E.  14. 

Distance,  23'. 

8.30  P.m. 
Temp.  27°. 

Wind  W.N.W.  4  6  o.ra.q. 

6  A.M. 

Temp.  +24°. 

Wind  W.N.W.  4  6  o.m.q. 

Noon. 
Hours  inarching,  8. .50. 
Lunch,  0.30. 
Encmp.  14.40. 
Course,  M.G.  E.  h.  B. 
Distance,  11'. 

7  r.M. 
Temp.  +31°. 

Wind,  W.N.W.  4  o.ni.s. 

5  A.M. 

Temp.  +21°. 

Wind,  W.N.W.  4  o.m.s. 

Noon. 
Hours  marching,  9.10. 
Lunch,  0.30. 

cmp.  14.20. 
Course,  M.G.  N.E.  7. 
E.  A  S.  4. 
Distance,  11. 

7  P.M. 

Temp.  +21°. 

Wind,  W.N.W.  4  o.m.s. 

O  A.M. 

Temp.  +20°. 

Wind,  W.N.W.  2  o.ni.s. 

Noon. 
Hours  marching,  8i{. 
Lunch,  &c.  1. 
Encmp.  14  J,. 
Course,         E.  b.  S.  .'/. 
N.E.  b.  N.  0. 
J  distance,  1 1. 

Midnight. 
Temp.  +  17'. 
Wind,  N.K-ly.  4  o.in. 

.O..'}0  A.M. 

Temp.  20  '. 

Wind  N.K.  1  o.m.s. 

Noon. 
HoiirK  niarcliing,  HA<1 
I-iiii'-li,  OAr,. 
I'wicmp.  I4..').'i. 
(Joiipm:,  M.G.  S.i:.  b.  N. 
J Jiitliinc4-,  1 1'. 

7.rJ0  I'.w. 
Temp.  +  2.'1". 
Wind,  N.VV.  ;io.m.H. 

0..'!0  A,M. 
'IVriip,  I  17". 
Wind,  N.W,  4  D.m.n. 

I'l  A.M. 
TlTfip.  +  Jfi'', 
Wind  N.W,  fi  o.in.x. 

Hour*  timrritiitix, 

I.IUK'll,  I, 

Kru'inji,  l,'»J, 

<  imrH>;  MM.  N.F„  ),  K, 

l^inUifif'^',  10', 

M.I,'/ 
T'liip,  t  17", 
Win-l  >',W.  fi.»  b,<',.|,/. 


found  a  record  from  Osborn  stating  that  he  had  left  it  at  7.30  p.m.  the 
previous  evening.  I  left  order.s  there  for  Murray,  and  determined  on 
overtaking  Osborn  instead  of  proceeding  direct  to  the  boat  depot.  The 
thick  weather  and  quantity  of  fresh  fallen  snow  will  impede  his  progress, 
while  I  have  the  advantage  of  following  his  tracks.  Lunched  at  5,  started 
5.45.  At  6.45  A.M.  the  sledge  capsized  over  a  hummock  and  carried 
away  the  poppets  on  one  side,  those  on  the  other  side  were  strained  by 
a  previous  capsize  ;  an  effectual  stop  was  thus  put  to  our  further  progress 
till  we  had  repaired  damages.  Leaving  Hoile  and  Ross  to  repair  damages 
I  walked  on  to  overtake  Osborn  and  procure  his  tool  bag,  &c.  to  assist  us. 
Reached  his  tent  at  9-30  a.m.  much  to  the  surprise  of  Osborn.  From  him 
I  received  a  hearty  welcome,  and  as  his  carpenter's  mate  was  one  of  the 
crew,  he  immediately  started  off.  accompanied  by  another  hand,  to  assist  in 
bringing  up  the  sledge. 

They  arrived  shortly  after  noon,  Hoile  with  his  usual  fertility  of  resource 
having  made  a  capitiil  temporary  repair  in  a  couple  of  hours,  and  then 
pushed  on  to  overtake  me. 

I  delivered  up  to  Osborn  the  charts  with  which  I  had  been  supplied 
and  the  journal  of  proceedings  of  H.M.  S.  "Investigator."  After  hearing 
the  news  I  had  to  communicate,  he  determined  on  proceeding  direct  to 
the  rendezvous  and  then  to  meet  Lieutenant  May  and  despatch  him  with 
the  news  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher.  I  determined  on  accompanying  him, 
as  my  sledge  was  sadly  in  want  of  a  new  set  of  poppets,  which  his 
carpenter  undertook  to  make  out  of  a  spare  batten  by  that  time. 

8.30  P.M.  Having  transferred  my  gear  to  Osborn's  sledge  and  my  men 
to  the  drag  ropes,  we  started  under  sail. 

Swida^,  22d  May. 
Lunched  12.10.    Started  12.40.    Camped  5.50  a.m. 
Started  7  p-m.    Floe  old  and  hillocky  ;  the  snow  was  hard  and  tolerably 
level. 

Lunched  midnight,  wind  W.N.W.  three  o.m.s. 

Monday.)  23d  May. 

Proceeded  at  0.30  a.m.  towards  a  large  saddle  shaped  hummock  which  we 
passed  at  4  a.m.  Camped  at  4.40.  I  saw  a  seal  on  the  floe  for  the  first 
time  this  year  ;  but  could  not  succeed  in  finding  its  hole. 

7  p.m.  Started  under  sail,  steered  for  the  boat  depot,  which  we  reached 
at  li.45;  lunched.    Temperature  +  14,  W.N.W.  4  o.m.s. 

Tuesday,  24th  May. 

After  lunch  dug  out  the  depot  0.45  a.m.  Started,  steered  S.W.  by 
W.  (C.)  Floe  level.  Camped  4.45  a.m.  ;  spliced  the  main  brace  in  honour 
of  Her  most  gracious  Majestj^'s  birthday. 

7-45  p.m.  Started  ;  a  bleak  north-easterly  wind  has  succeeded  the  warm 
westerly  breeze,  and  as  it  is  in  our  faces,  is  not  a  pleasant  change. 
Midnight,  lunched. 

Wednesday,  2oth,  May. 
Proceeded  0.45 ;   observed  the  land   about  Cape  Aldrich.  Camped 
5.10  a.m. 

7.30  P.M.  Started,  observed  tlie  loom  of  land  ahead,  supposed  to  be 
the  land  near  the  rendezvous. 

Thursday,  2irth  May. 

().:';0.  Lunched.  l.'M).  Proceeded.  The  weather  was  too  thick  to  see 
the  land  in  any  direction  ;  travelling  tolerable.  6.  Camped.  During  the 
diiy  it  blew  very  heavily  I'rom  the  N.W.,  accompnnied  by  a  heavy  drift,  and 
with  a  blue  sky  overhead,  a  sight  we  have  not  seen  for  a  fortnight. 

H.I  5.  P.M.  Started  rather  later  than  usual,  hiiving  waited  nearly  two  hours 
hoping  the  wind  would  lull,  !i,s  it  usuMlIy  dovH  towards  evening.  The  gale 
luis  raised  a  heavy  saslrnga',  which  being  at  right  angles  to  our  conrse 
(•onsid('raf)ly  ini))e(leH  our  |)rogress. 

/''rlday,  2llk  May. 
Lunched  ('.45  a.m.     l*ro(;cc(l<  (|  1.15.    C;ini|)cd  ;il  1.15.,  being  unable  lo 
niJike  nny  |)rogreHH  aginnst  this  gale. 
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As  usual,  it  blew  very  heavily  during  the  day.  Temp!^l- m 

7.45.  Started;  wind  N.W.  5  o.m.q.s,z.  Observed  a  cairn  on  tlie  "•'"•s- 
rendezvous  hill  at  1 1.3'0  P.M.  Temp.' +  16"°!' 

Saturday,  2Sfh  Maj/. 

1  A.M.  Lunched.    2.  Proceeded.    I  went  inland  to  the  cairn,  and  took  LunclT"'''"'^'' 
from  it  the  despatches  for  the  Admiralty  and  Captain  Kellett  from  Sir  i^ucmp-  I'H- 
Edward  Belcher.  .  '      .  gSSU^"^ 

I  saw  a  considerable  quantity  of  vegetation  on  this  hill,  principally  1 
mosses  and  lichens.    Osborn  informed  me  that  several  hares  had  been  see^i  Temp.  +18. 
on  their  outward  journey.  ^-  ^ 

At  7  A.M.  crossed  a  low  point,  and  observed  the  depot  cairn  ahead.      s  a.m. 
Camped  about  |  from  it  at  7.25  a.m.  wkJd'N^^sbcz 

I  received  two  days'  provisions  for  eight  men  from  Osborn,  which  will  last       Noon! ' 
me  five.    His  carpenter  has  made  an  excellent  job  of  the  "  Satellite,"  which  f unci T'^^^'"^' 
is  now  much  stronger  than  ever.    I  also  acknowledge  my  obligatio]i  to  Encmp.  12^. 
Osborn  for  his  kind  assistance.    Parted  at  8.45  p.m.    Steered  W. S. W.  ( T. )  ^• 
Enjoj^ed  a  fine  evening  at  starting,  but  before  midnight  had  the  old  thick 
weather  again.    Observed  an  appearance  of  land  to  the  westward,  probably 
the  high  land  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Richards  thrown  up  by  refraction. 

Sunday,  29th  May. 

3.30  A.M.  Lunched.    Proceeded  4.L5.    Steered  by  the  sastrug^,  as  the  Temp^HM*^' 
weather  had  become  too  thick  to  see  any  objects  ahead.    This  method  Calm,  o.m. 
requires  frequent  checking  with  the  compass  ;  I  frequently  found  myself  a  "^-^^ 
couple  of  points  out  of  the  course.    Camped  7-30  a.m.    Blew  heavily  wind,  n.k  s  o.m. 
during  the  day,  but  moderated  towards  evening.  Hours  marching,  10. 

8.30  P.M.  Started.    A  considerable  quantity  of  fresh  fallen  snow  makes  Encmp.  iz^ 


the  work  very  heavy.  Com-se,  m.g.  w.s.w. 

Distance,  18'  or  19'. 

Monday,  SOth  May.  ?  so. 

Hoile  having  slipped  over  a  hummock,  and  sprained  his  knee  so  severely  Wind,  n.  4  o.m. 
as  to  be  unable  to  walk,  I  camped  at  2.30  p.m.  4  a.m. 

A  heavy  gale  from  the  N.N.W.  sprang  up  soon  after  pitching.    The  wSdNNW.  7100m 
fresh  fallen  snow  made  so  much  drift  that  it  was  impossible  to  see  five  yards  Noon, 
fi'om  the  tent.  Encmp^'il''""^' 

Hoile's  knee  was  very  much  swollen.    I  made  him  rub  it  with  salt  and  Course,  w.s.w. 
rum,  and  then  bandage  tightly.  ^'''Tp!m!°'' 

Tuesday,  3 1  st  May.  ™'         ^- ^ ° 

Blew  too  heavily  to  make  any  movement  till  evening,  when  the  wind  DetaSed°by  bad  rather,  24  h. 
began  to  lull,  the  weather  still  continuing  thick.  1 1  p.m. 

]  1  P.M.  Started.  ^^^l  3 

Wednesday,  1st  June. 

Lunched  5.30  a.m.    The  weather  clearing  up  for  a  .'ihort  time,  I  saw  the  r^^^^^'^^y'' 
bluff  cape  near  Cape  Richards.    Proceeded  6.20  a.m.    The  latter  part  of  vrind,  w.n.w.  1  cm. 
this  march  was  very  heavy,  from  the  deep  soft  snow  between  the  hillocks 
of  ice,  into  which  the  sharp  runners  of  the  little  sledge  sank  very  deep. 
Cracks,  into  which  we  sank  occasionallj^  up  to  the  hips,  were  also  very 
numerous.    Camped  at  10  a.m.  „  ^""^o^'o 

ri  -ITT  T       I  1      ^  •        1  1-1    Temp.  +30°. 

•  Started  10  p.m.    Weather  tolerably  ime  at  starting,  but  soon  became  thick  wind,  n.w.  c.o.m. 
and    overcast.     A  south-westerly  breeze  and  heavy  snow-storm  were  10.10. 
unpleasant  concomitants  to  the  march.  Encmp.  13.00. 

Distance,  1.5'. 

Thursday,  2f/  June. 

Lunched  at  4  a.m.    Started  at  5.    'Phe  weather  cleared  up,  and  I  saw  the 
land  to  the  Avestward  of  Antler  Point,  where  the  musk  ox  cache  was,  and 
where  I  expected  to  meet  the  sledge.    Struck  in  for  the  nearest  land,  which 
proved  to  be  the  point  where  we  had  camped  the  morning  after  leaving  the 
sledge.    I  hardly  expected  to  have  made  so  good  a  hit  in  the  unfavourable 
weather  we  have  had  since  leaving  the  rendezvous;  as  we  only  passed  3'  Temp. +^31°. 
outside  the  cache  point,  if  the  weather  had  been  clear  I  should  have  seen  Wind,  s.- Westerly,  1  .^.m. 
it  yesterday.    Camped  at  8  a.m.    Shot  two  ptarmigan.    Left  the  tent  at  Lunch,T'°  ^' 
9.30  p.m.,  being  indebted  for  our  breakfast  to  the  ptarmigan  shot  in  the  Encmp.  14. 
morning.    Proceeded  in  search  of  the  sledge,  which  I  expected  to  find  either  Di^Lnce^  ira^'u.*^^ '  " 
at  the  cache  or  depot.  Walked,  lu. 
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Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Vesey  Hamilton. 


1.20  A.M. 
Wind,  N.W.  3  o.m.s. 

Noou. 
Hours  marcliing,  8. 
Lunch,  -t. 
Camped,  \5h. 
Distance  walked,  9  or  1 0'. 

7.40.  P.M. 
Temperature  +  2.5°. 
Wind,  N.KW.  3  b.c. 


2  A.M. 
Wind,  N.N.W.l.o. 

Noon. 
Hours  marcliing,  10. 
Lunch, 
Camped,  13^. 
Course,  M.G.  N.h.W.  ^  W. 
Distance,  15'. 
Temperature,  +  30". 

7  P.M. 
Temperature +  27. 
Wind,  W.S.W.  3  o.m.s. 

1  A.M. 

Temtieraturc,  +  27'^ 
Wind,  W.  liy  S.  0  o.m. 

Noon. 
Hours  marcliing,  9. 
launch,  'i. 

Digj^np;  up  depot,  i. 
Camped,  13ii. 
Temperature,  +  27. 
Wind,  W.S.  W.  7.9.  b.c.z. 
Course,  M.C;.  N.  by  \V. 
JVistanff,  14. 

7  i'..v. 
'IVinp'-raliire  +  27. 
Wind,  N..N.VV.  (i.S.  o.in.q. 

Temperature  f  22. 
Wind,  N.X.W.  4  o.m.n. 

0  A.M. 
'IVmp  -ratiire,  +  I '». 
Wind.  N.N.W.  4  b.e.M. 

Noon. 

,  Jloiirti  iiiarcirm(/,  10. 
I/uricli, 
(jaiMpi'd.  131, 

CouriM'.  MM.  N.  by  \V.  4i. 

N.w.  r,i). 

iMitnAi-.  7iy  r,4'  S. 
I/<iii;<iiii'l<-,  by  iiii'UM  o('»lglit, 

M'  ."7'. 
VariuDori,  Wil  '  K. 
T«mpvraturc,  +  aa 


]^\i,d(iy,  'Sd  June. 

Reached  the  tent  at  3.  a.m.  I  was  very  glad  to  find  all  the  party  ([uite 
well ;  they  were  heartily  tired  of  their  present  encampment,  having  Ijcen  10 
days  at  it,  and  the  weather  had  been  so  unfavourable  that  they  could  not  go 
any  distance  from  the  tent  to  look  for  game.  Only  three  deer  had  been 
seen;  of  these  one  was  shot,  besides  four  ptarmigan.  Two  or  three  ducks 
were  seen  to-day  by  some  of  the  men  iti  a  shallow  fresh- water  lake,  the 
first  water  that  has  yet  been  met  with.  J*>njoyed  a  good  supper  of  venison 
steaks,  which  were  certainly  delicious.  Murray  deserves  great  credit  for 
having  kept  time  so  vv^ell,  having  only  an  indifferent  compass  and  very  few 
glimpses  of  the  sun  to  guide  him.  He  was  doubtful  whether  it  was  the 
2d  or  3d  when  I  met  him.  I  expected  to  have  found  them  four  or  five 
days  ahead. 

Started  8.30  p.m.  Crossed  the  land  about  half  from  the  musk  ox 
cache. 

Saturday,  4fh  June. 

Lunched  1.20.  a.m.  in  a  ravine  close  to  a  considerable  pool  of  water. 
Started,  1.50.  Reached  our  "  Satelhte"  encampment  at  5  a.m.  Camped. 
Started  7-40  p.m.  Steered  for  the  Bluff  Cape.  I  went  inland  hoping  to 
procure  some  game.  The  ground  in  many  places  resembled  a  miniature 
rabbit  warren  from  the  number  of  lemming  holes;  it  was  very  amusing  to 
see  these  little  creatures  watching  me  from  the  entrance  of  their  holes, 
evidently  puzzled  what  to  make  of  the  intruder.  Murray  told  me  that 
several  of  them  made  themselves  quite  at  home  in  the  tent,  running  in  and 
out  without  taking  the  slightest  notice  of  any  one,  unless  they  were 
molested,  when  they  immediately  stood  on  their  hind  legs  and  struck  out 
vigorously  with  their  fore  feet.  Bacon  and  venison  was  greedily  devoured 
by  these  little  animals,  to  whom  nothing  in  the  eatable  line  appears  to 
come  amiss. 

A  seal  was  seen  on  the  floe ;  I  made  an  unsuccessful  attempt  to  get 
within  shot. 

Sunday,  bth  June. 

Lunched,  1.40  a.m.  Proceeded  2.25.  Camped  6.25  a.m.  Numerous 
lemming  and  two  hare  tracks  Avere  passed  dui'ing  the  march,  several  miles 
off  the  land. 

7  P.M.  Started  under  sail ;  the  weather  so  thick  as  to  prevent  the  land 
being  seen,  except  the  cape,  Avhich  appeared  at  intervals  through  the  mist. 

Monday,  6th  June. 

Lunched  0.45  a.m.  Proceeded  1.30.  Shortened  sail  and  hauled  in  for 
the  cape  ;  passed  Captain  Richards's  depot  at  3  a.m.  ;  from  it  I  took  some 
pieces  of  pure  mica,  part  of  a  I'ock  he  had  found.  Camped  4.45  close  to 
my  depot,  which  I  immediately  dug  up,  the  wind  by  this  time  having 
freshened  to  a  gale  with  heavy  snow-drifr,  and  altliough  it  is  June  we  felt 
it  very  cold.  7  p.m.  Started.  As  our  course  was  against  the  wind  and  drift, 
we  did  not  make  much  headwa_y. 

Tuesday,  "Jth  June. 

liUnched  1  a.m.  1.30.  Proceeded.  Towards  morning  the  wcatlier  became 
fine  and  cleai' ;  steered  for  Hamilton  Island,  passing  about  2'  off  ('ape 
iiichards.  Camped  5.45  ;  all  hands  complaining  of  inflammation  in  the  eyes, 
owing  fo  the  drift  beating  against  them  during  the  greater  part  of  the  inarch 
'J\K)k  heai'ings  : — 

I'.liiir  ( l;i|M'  over  ('a|H!  llichards,  N.  I"*  W. 
I'cak  ..r  lliiiiiilt,..ii  IslaiKl,  S.  40  E.  about  1/  off. 
\\v^\i  \,\\\\\fy\\i  (liitu 
LiTl,  taii;j,'('iit  diito 
'J"oo  nnicli  wind  and  drift  to  take  I  lie 


S.  ••!")  V,. 
S.  ()",  M. 
nier.  alt. 


wights 


for  lime  and  \  ariation  at  (J  cm. 


I  got  a  tolerable  set  of 


Slarlcd 
iji'oiid. 


)l.    III.  N. 

I  .'M  ;i7 
G.r.o  p.Ai. 


'7" 


I  IkIcN  (U'I'III 

I      1 1  ill 

II  ill  liliid'd; 


  40  4!)  20 

:t  r,() 

Siccrcd  for  tlic  island,  wliich  is  alxMit  4' long  and 


10'  10" 
1 27  00 
iiMi  7  r)0 


llic  noi  tlicrn  cxlrcnic  consiMts  of  a,  sei'ies  of  small  peaks,  not 
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unlike  volcanic  peaks.  One  of  these  I  ascended ;  from  it  Cape  Richards 
bore  N.  35  E.  (C.)  6'  or  7'-  Extreme  of  main  land  to  westward  N.E.  i  E. 
(C.)  The  ground  was  soft  and  muddy,  formed  of  a  fine  black  mould.  I 
obtained  a  very  good  mer.  alt.  under  the  pole  : — 

O 

19°  40'  30"       Compass  bearing  S.  20  W. 
Wednesday,  8th  June. 

Lunched  1  a.m.  Filled  our  kettles  from  a  pool  of  water,  of  which, 
however,  we  could  drink  but  little,  as  it  had  a  strong  taste  of  some  mineral 
acid,  I  think  sulphuric.  All  the  water  on  the  island  had  the  same  taste. 
Proceeded  1.40  a.m.  Built  a  cairn  on  top  of  one  of  the  peaks,  and  deposited 
a  record  of  my  visit.  I  discovered  a  small  island  apparently  8'  or  9'  distant, 
bearing  from  south  to  S.S.W.  (C),  and  also  picked  up  a  few  pieces  of 
petrified  wood.  Steered  N.E.  |-  N.  (C.)  Floe  very  good.  Camped  6 
A.M.    Obtained  an  indifferent  set  of  sights  for  time  and  variation. 

O 

L.  m.  s.  °     '  " 

lO  Peak  of  island  89°  30' 

3  51  00   •    62  14  40 

52  01  19  10 

53  00  24  20 

|0  Peak       -       90   51    Compass  bearing  S.  71  W. 
Peak  to  left  tangent,  19  30 
Could  not  see  the  right  tangent. 

Mer.  Altitude  O 

71°  ST'  20" 

The  variation  differs  so  very  much  from  any  of  the  previous  sights,  that 
I  can  only  account  for  it  by  supposing  the  compass  bearing  to  be  wrong, 
as  the  true  bearing  of  the  island  agrees  very  well  with  former  angles. 

7.45  p  M.  Started  under  sail.  Observed  the  land  at  intervals  through 
the  mist. 

Thursday^  ^tli  June. 

Lunched  1.45  a.m.  Proceed  2.15.  Crossed  Point  Roche,  and  arrived 
at  the  depot  at  4.15.  Camped;  built  two  cairns,  and  deposited  a  record 
of  my  proceedings  under  them.    Dug  out  the  depot. 

Started  9  p-m.  under  sail.  Too  thick  to  see  more  than  V  at  any  time 
during  the  day.    Steered  N.  E.  by  E.  along  low  land. 

A  range  of  hills  about  5  inland  from  the  cairn  run  in  a  N.E.  and  S.W. 
direction,  terminating  abruptly  at  each  extremity. 

Friday,  lOth  June. 

Lunched  3.15  a.m.  Proceeded  4.  Passed  close  to  a  low  spit  at  6  a.m. 
that  I  had  not  noticed  at  the  outward  journey.   Camped  8.15  a.m. 

Obtained  a  tolerable  sight  for  time  ;  it  was  blowing  too  fresh  for  a  set. 
h.   m.    s.  O 
3    44    10  62°  "6'  00" 

Mer.  Alt.  indifferent       -       72  39  30 
Started  9-45  p.m.  under  sail.  Wind  N.N.W.  3.  o.m.d.r.   Steered  across  a 
low  plain  E.  by  N.  ^  N.  (C.)    The  weather  was  too  thick  to  see  ^'  in  any 
direction,  during  the  march.    Our  progress  is  very  slow  owing  to  the  quan- 
tity of  fresh  fallen  snow,  18  inches  deep,  laying  on  the  land. 

Saturday,  11th  June. 

A.M.    Proceeded  3.55.    Arrived  at  the  floe  7-40  a.m. 
Took  sights  for  time  and  variation. 

O 

°     '      "  Comp.  Bs  Hummock  S.  21  .W. 

|0  Hummock  116  5 
10  10 
14  50 
19  40 
|0  Hummock  116  54 
Sun  was  obscured  at  noon.    Took  a  single  alt.   for  Lat.  by  reduction 
to  Mer. 

h.  m.     s.        0     a      '  » 


Lunched  3.25 
Camped  8.15  a.m. 


h. 


m. 

24 
25 
25 


s. 

19 
00 
29 
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Midnight. 
Latitude,  76°  56'  N. 
Variation,  160°  E. 


1  A.M. 

Temperature,  +  16. 
Calm,  o.b.c. 


6  A.M. 
Temperature,  +  26. 
Wind,  West,  1  o.c. 


Latitude,  76°  49'  42"  N. 
Longitude,  109°  35'  30"  W. 
Variation,  147°  E. 

Noon. 
Hours  marching,  10^. 
Lunch,  |. 
Camped,  1 2  J. 

Course,  N.W.  by  W.  i  W.  5' 
Rounding  Island,  2. 
S.  by  W.  i  W.  5. 
Distance,  12. 

8  P.M. 

Temperature,  +  26. 

Wind,  W.N.W.  3.5.  o.m.q.s. 


1.45.  A.M. 
Temperature,  +  27. 
Wind,  W.N.W.  3.6.  o.m.q.s. 

4.15  A.M. 

Temperature,  +  26. 

Wind,  W.N.W.  7.9.  o.m.q.s. 

Noon. 
Hours  marching,  8. 
Building  cairn,  and  1  ^ 
digging  out  depot.  J  ' 
Lunch,  4. 
Camped,  13^. 

Course,  M.G.  S.  by  W.  f  W. 
Distance,  9'. 

4  A.M. 

Temperature,  +  22. 
Wind.  N.W.  4  o.m. 

9  A.M. 

Temperature,  +  27. 
Wind,  W.N.W.  3.  7.  o.m.q. 

Noon. 
Hours  marching,  10^. 
Lunch,  f 
Camped,  123. 
Course,  M.G.  S.W.  i  W 
Distance,  14°. 
Latitude,  76°  29'  15"  N. 
Longitude,  1 1 0°  6'  W. 

3.  30.  A.M. 
Temperature,  +  26. 
Wind,  N.E.  3  o.m.d. 

8  A.M. 

Temperature,  +  23. 
Wind,  N.E.  1  b.c. 

Noon. 
Hours  marching,  10. 
Lunch,  ^. 
Camped,  13^. 
Course,  M.G.  S.W. 
Distance,  11'. 
Latitude,  76°  21'  55  N. 
Longitude,  1 1 0°  38  W. 
Variation,  157°  E. 

9  P.M. 

Temperatui-e,  + 
Wind,  N.  5.3.  o.m.q.s. 


in. 


7    41  10 


4  M 
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3.30  A.M. 
Temperature,  +  26. 
Wind,  N.  4.  6.  o.m.q.s. 

Noon. 
Hours  marching,  10^. 
Lunch, 
Camped,  12|. 
Course,  M.G.  S.  hy  W.  3. 

S.  i  E.  12. 
Distance,  15. 
Temperature,  +  27°. 
Wind,  N.  7.  9  o.m.g.s. 

8  P.M. 

Temperature  in  sun  +  32°. 
Wind,  N.N.W.  4  b.c. 

1.30  A.M. 

Temperature,  +  24°. 
Wind,  N.N.W.  4  o.m.s. 

Noon. 
Hours  marching,  lOJ. 
Lunch,  f. 
Camped,  13. 
Course,  M.G.  S.  by  E. 
Distance,  11'. 

7.30. 

Temperature  +  30°. 
Wind,  N.N.W.  3  b.c. 

3.30  A.M. 
Temperature  +  32°. 
Wind,  N.N.W.  4.  7  o.m.q. 

Noon. 
Hours  marching,  8| 
Building  cairn, 
lunching,  &c. 
Camped,  12-^. 
Course,  S.  J  E.  6'. 
S.E.  by  S.  i  S.  5'. 
Distance,  11'. 

7.  30  P.M. 
Temperature  +  34. 
Wind,  N.N.W.  3  b.c. 

2  A.M. 

Temperature  +  26. 
Wind,  N.N.W.  2  b.m. 


9  P.M.  Started.  Steered  N.E.  J,- N.  (C.)  Land  running  parallel  to  our 
course.    10.45.  Altered  course  to  N.N.E.  (C.) 

Sunday/,  I2th  June. 

Lunched  3.15  a.m.  Proceeded  4  a.m.  Camped  8.15.  All  hands 
were  nearly  blind  to-day,  myself  amongst  the  number  for  the  first  time 
since  I  have  been  in  these  regions.  I  attribute  it  principally  to  the  hard 
particles  of  drift  beating  against  the  eye,  thereby  causing  inflammation. 
Administered  the  usual  remedy,  wine  of  opium,  and  bathing  the  eye-lid 
in  weak  spirits  and  water. 

8.15  P.M.  Started  under  sail.  Land  about  Point  Chads  4' or  5'  off. 
Cape  Mudge  N.N.E.  (C.)  Steered  for  it.  Soon  after  starting,  the  weather 
became  as  usual  thick  and  gloomy. 

Monday,  \^th  June. 

Lunched  1.30  a.m.  Proceeded  2.15.  Camped  7-15.  Cape  Mudge 
N.N.E.  (C.)  4'  or  5'.  Silvey  was  quite  blind.  I  was  nearly  as  bad, 
and  could  not  see  sufficiently  well  to  read  off  my  sextant.  I  was  very 
much  disappointed  at  not  getting  sights  so  near  Cape  Mudge. 

7.30.  Depot  N.N.E.  (C.)    Started;  steered  N.N.E.  for  Depot  hillock. 

Tuesday,  I4th  June. 

Arrived  at  the  depot  at  1.15  a.m.  Dug  out  the  depot  and  built  a 
cairn  six  feet  high,  leaving  a  record  of  my  visit,  also  a  document  Captain 
Richards  had  left  dated  May  28th.  Tilvey  shot  a  brace  of  ptarmigan  while 
we  were  building  the  cairn.  Lunched  3.15.  Started  4.  The  breeze 
freshened  considerably,  and  the  sledge  went  along  as  fast  as  we  could  walk. 
Camped  7  a.m.  the  glare  becoming  rather  too  strong  for  our  weak  eyes. 

Started  7-30  p.m.  The  floe  was  much  better  than  on  the  outward 
journey.  We  had,  as  is  frequently  the  case  out  here,  a  beautiful  blue  sky 
overhead,  with  a  thick  mist  hanging  round  the  horizon. 

Wednesday,  I5th  June. 

Proceeded   2.30.      At  3.30  observed  the  cart 
Altered  course  for  it. 

Cart  N.N.E.  (C).  3'.     Obtained  sights  for  time 


h.  i:m. 
T'rrrijHTdlun?  in  mm,  42, 
Wiii'l,  N.N.W.  U  hx. 


Lunched  1.45  a.m. 
bearing  N.N.E.  (C.) 

Camped  6.30  a.m. 
and  variation : 


Noon. 

Hours  marching,  lO-J. 

Lunch, 

Camped,  13. 

Course,  M.G.  S.E.  by  S.iS.lH-' 

S.  4i. 
Distance,  16. 
Latitude.  7.5"  32'  N. 
Longitude,  100°  39'  30"  W. 
Variation,  151°  E.  153°  E. 


h.    m.  s. 

2    20  8 

20  46 

21  48 


O 

o         /  ri 

54    20  40 

25  40 

31  20 


Could  not  see  the  land  to  get  a  time  bearing.  Sights  for  D.  A. 
not  get  a  good  set. 


Could 


m. 
3f) 
40 
46 
47 
4.9 
51 


K. 

40 
40 
62 
66 
12 


0 

|0  Peaked  Hill  106 

o  /  1/ 

72 


30 


71 


13 
6 
45 
43 
34 
28 


40 
10 
40 
40 
tiO 
20 


45 


til. 
16 


Took  a  round 


H  j'.M.  Stiirlcd. 


lO  Peaked  Hill  10!) 
C/ompaHH  Bearing,  Peaked  Hill  N.  64  W. 
8.  iMvi.  (o 

H. 

00  68    :!2    00        Oonip.  Bff.  N.  84  K. 

of"  angles. 

A  Mill  ii.  N.K.  extreme  (low)  I  Ui"  M)' 
A  N.I'].  cxti-oJiieto  N.W.  do.  (low)  75  00 
A  N.W.      „      to  ciu-r  H'2  '10 

(iiiii  to  A  P('!iJu-.(l  Hill      -  Hr>  :w 

The  liot  sun  to-day  Iuih  hiul  ellect  on  tlu^  snow,  which 
Ih  now  Hol't  and  Kludgy.  A  i  lived  at  the  ou't  at  10  I'.m.  By  a  note  from 
Mr.  I)c  lii.iy  I  lenrni  tlie  melancholy  death  of  John  ( 'oonibcH,  near  Cape 
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Fisher.    Unlashed  the  sledare  and  placed  everything  on  the  cart,  thinking    .       Journal  of 
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we  were  going  to  cross  the  land  without  much  trouble ;  1  also  placed   . 

Commander  M'Clintock's  depot  in  my  empty  potato  case. 

Thursday,  iQth  June. 

12.30.  Lunched.  Proceeded  at  1.15.  Finding  after  an  hour's  hard  work  wkid,'N,N.w  4o.m.s 
we  had  not  advanced  50  yards,  I  gave  orders  to  relash  the  sledge  and 
pack  the  gear  on  it  again,  as  there  was  sufficient  snow  for  some  distance 
ahead  to  enable  us  to  make  a  little  progress  ;  intending  to  work  the  cart 
and  sledge  alternately,  the  former  on  the  stony  ground,  the  latter  when  we 
could  find  snow.  Our  weights  are  now  heavier,  (twenty  days'  provisions 
and  the  cart  850  lbs.,  about  2001b.  a  man)  in  this  the  worst  season  for  land 
work,  than  when  we  crossed  before.  I  walked  on  to  examine  the  road,  and 
was  both  pleased  and  surprised  to  find  so  much  snow  on  the  land,  at  this 
advanced  season.  On  my  return  I  was  much  gratified  at  finding  the  sledge 
lashed,  stowed,  and  making  good  progress  before  a  fine  fair  breeze.  The 
men  had  only  been  an  hour  and  a  half  doing  this.  I  was  afraid  the  spun 
yarn  lashings  of  the  sledge  would  not  hold  in  the  severe  work  we  were 
likely  to  have.  I  saw  recent  tracks  of  musk  oxen  that  had  been  drinking 
at  a  small  pool.  Owing  to  the  stony  nature  of  the  ground,  our  course 
was  very  tortuous,  from  W.S.W.  to  S.E.  (true),  and  when  we  encamped 
at  8.45  we  may  have  walked  about  9',  although  only  6'  were  made  -^^^^ 

good.  Hours  marching,  9i. 

I  was  unable  to  keep  up  with  the  sledge  during  the  last  hour,  having  ^*L^nch*^&l'  }^*' 
been  suddenly  seized  with  cramp  in  the  feet,  from  which  I  did  not  quite  Camped,  \\\. 
recover  for  a  couple  of  days.    Our  encampment  is  close  to  a  small  cairn  ^isteMe'^^e^ 
with  sledge  tracks  near  it  running  E.N.E.  and  W.S.W.  (true.)  To  cart. 

Started  under  sail  at  8.50  p.m.    To  avoid  the  stony  patches,  which  for  u^^ance%^  ^ 
the  first  hour  and  a  half  were  numerous,  was  a  work  of  difficulty  ;  after  wind,  n'.n.w.  s.  e  b.c.q^.z. 
clearing  these  we  entered  an  undulating  plain ;  steered  N.  by  E.  (c. )  across  it.  Temperate,  +  27. 

ry  .  J        ,«^T    r  Wind,  N.N.W.  4  b.c. 

hriday,  ijtri  June. 

Entered  a  shallow  ravine  at  1  a.m.  trending  N.  by  E.  (c.)    Lunched      s.so  a.m. 
3.20  A.M.    Shot  a  fawn  while  lunching;  skinned  it,  and  started  4.40.  wSd,'^KN.wt 4 b.c. 
Shortly  afterwards  entered  on  another  undulating  plain  ;  steered  N.  by  W. 
(c.)    6.45.  Entered  the  ravine  M'Dougal  had  ascended  on  the  outward 
journey.    I  was  astonished  at  seeing  several  ducks,  geese,  and  silver  gulls 
flying  about  the  ravine.    The  snow  hitherto  had  been  hard,  and  assisted  by 
a  fair  wind  we  had  made  good  progress.    Camped  8.40,  close  to  a  large 
pool  of  water.  We  might  have  picked  up  a  cwt.  of  coal  in  this  ravine  without 
any  trouble ;  our  weights  being  so  heavy  prevented  me  from  taking  any. 
The  appearance  of  birds  was  fully  accounted  for  by  a  short  walk  down  the  Temperature,  +  32. 
ravine.  The  snow  we  had  on  the  northern  part  of  the  island  is  now  succeeded  wind  n.n.w.  5. 7.  o.m.q. 

•  IvOOD 

by  mud  and  water  varied  by  an  occasional  patch  of  snow ;  in  the  pools  Hours  marcMng,  lo^. 
several  ducks  were  seen  feeding,  their  nests  were  found  on  the  sides  of  ^^'^^j^^^^^^^S'ieer,  &c.  u. 
the  ravine.    On  approaching  them  the  old  birds  pursue  the  same  plan  as  course,  s.e.*1.  s.  5 . 
the  lapv/ings,  pretending  to  be  wounded,  and  when  they  have  enticed  you  j^istanc^'^M  G^iV 
far  enough  from  the  nest,  fly  off.    The  nests  are  so  well  concealed  that  walked, '20  miles, 
only  two  were  found,  although  40  or  50  birds  were  seen.  9  ^  m. 

Started  9  p-j^^-  I  walked  on,  leaving  the  men  to  bring  the  sledge  and  wi^d,"N!N.w!  4  o.m. 
gear  on.  This  ravine  extended  for  about  1 '  further  in  the  same  direction, 
and  then  turned  to  the  E.-ward.  I  followed  this  branch  for  about  two 
miles,  when,  finding  from  the  absence  of  snow  and  depth  of  the  mud  that 
neither  cart  nor  sledge,  even  if  empty,  could  descend  it,  I  ascended  the 
hills  on  the  north  side  of  it,  those  on  the  south  being  too  steep  for  a  portage, 
and  finding  that  the  snow  as  far  as  I  could  see  would  do  for  the  sledge,  I 
determined  on  making  a  portage  up  this  side  and  trusting  to  fortune  for  a 
good  lead.  The  wind  has  shifted  to  W.N.W.,  blowing  a  heavy  gale, 
accompanied  by  a  snow  storm. 

Saturday,  \^th  June. 

We  did  not  clear  the  ravine  till   1.30  a.m.,  when  we  commenced -^^^,^1^         ^  ^  ^  ^ 
carrying  our  gear  up  the  hill.    Lunched  3.30  a.m.    Recommenced  work  '     "    '  "  • 

at  4.15.  Going  back  for  the  traps  was  the  worst  part  of  the  work,  as 
we  had  to  face  the  wind  and  snow  storm,  the  latter  nearly  blinding  us.  At 
8.15  we  camped  on  the  edge  of  the  plain.    The  hill  was  so  steep  that 
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Noon. 
Hours  working,  10^. 
Lunching,  ^. 
Camped,  12iJ. 
Course.  M.G.  S.  by  E. 
Distance,  2  or  miles. 
AVallied,  10. 
Temperature,  -i-  32. 
"Wind,  W.N.W.  4.  6  o.m.q.r. 


Noon. 
Hours  marching,  9i. 
Lunching,  3-. 
Camped,  13i|. 

Course,  M.G.  S.E.  by  E.  1'. 

S.  by  E.  4. 
Distance,  6. 
Walked  10. 


Distance  walked,  15'. 
M.G.  12. 


the  whole  of  us  could  scarcely  drag  the  empty  cart  up;  by  taking 
advantage  of  occasional  patches  of  snow  we  got  the  sledge  up  easier. 
Although  this  is  the  worst  day's  march  we  have  yet  made,  it  has  been  by 
far  the  hardest :  not  an  uncommon  event.  Soon  after  camping  we  had 
heavy  rain,  which  lasted  the  greater  part  of  the  day.  I  was  astonished  to 
find  our  thin  tent  kept  it  so  well  out. 

Started  10  p.m.  Steered  N.N.W.  for  about  half  an  hour  over  a  plain 
tolerably  well  covered  with  snow.  The  plain  on  the  south  side  of  the 
ravine  had  no  snow  on  it.  Entered  a  broad  shallow  ravine  running  N.N.E. 
and  S.S.W.  (c.)  for  about  2^'.  Thinking  the  hills  to  the  southward  were 
those  round  the  Polyna  Lake,  I  Vv^alked  on  till  I  sighted  it. 

Sunday,  19th  June. 

As  the  weather  was  clear  and  every  appearance  of  its  remaining  so, 
I  despatched  Bombardier  Ross  to  the  ship  with  Sir  Edward  Belcher's 
dispatches,  and  then  commenced  our  old  work  of  portages.  Lunched 
3,30  A.M.  Recommenced  work  at  4.15.  Camped  at  8.15  a.m.  about 
1^'  from  the  provision  over  the  lake,  having  in  the  last  five  hours  made 
about  a  mile.  With  the  assistance  of  the  sail  before  a  strong  breeze, 
having  the  robes  and  a  few  bags  only  on  the  sledge,  we  were  about  an 
hour  making  this  mile.  The  wheels  of  the  cart  would  not  traverse  in  the 
soft  mud,  even  when  it  was  empty. 

Monday,  20th  June. 

Sent  the  men  out  shooting  and  then  walked  down  to  the  beach  to  ascer- 
tain the  state  of  the  road  ahead.  I  was  surprised  to  find  the  ice'  detached 
from  the  shore  at  the  head  of  Bridport  Inlet.  The  bombardier  must  have  had 
a  longer  walk  than  I  had  anticipated  when  I  sent  him  on.  A  stream  20 
yards  broad  and  three  or  four  feet  deep  is  the  cause  of  this  detachment.  I 
found  that  the  mud  was  so  soft  and  deep  that  we  should  have  been  at  least 
five  days  reaching  the  beach,  and  probably  six  or  seven  more  before  arriving 
at  the  ship.  I  therefore  determined  on  leaving  the  sledge  and  walking  to 
the  ship  to-morrow. 

On  my  return  to  the  tent  I  found  the  men  had  come  back  from  shooting, 
having  shot  a  hare,  a  few  ducks  and  ptarmigan. 

A  few  deer  were  seen,  but  were  too  wild  to  allow  a  shot  to  be  got  at 
them. 

Shortly  before  midnight,  having  secured  all  our  gear,  we  set  out  on  our 
return,  arriving  on  board  the  ship  at  7  a.m.  of  the  21st,  not  having  had 
a  march  in  which  we  have  enjoyed  continuous  fine  weather  since  the  13th 
of  May. 

The  chronometer  by  which  the  longitudes  are  determined  is  137.  Arnold 
and  Son. 

h.  in.  s. 

Its  error  on  Melville  Island,  Dealy  Island  April  27th,  was  7    6  54-8 

June  27th       -  6  56  49-6 

Loss  in  61  days  -       -  0  10  5-2 

Daily  rate,  losing       -       -  0    0  9-92 

The  only  sights  I  obtained  to  get  a  rate  from,  whilst  away,  was  in  latitude 
70'  2!)'  N.  on  May  Kith,  and  on  June  the  10th  5'  to  the  eastward  of  the 
I'ormer  position. 


MM,y  i:{Ui  S.  M.  T. 
( 'liroiioiiKiLor  bIiowcmI 

Watdi  liiHl  on  S.  M.  T. 
.Iiiiio  lOUi,  S.  M.  'I\ 
(Jlin)ii()mi;L(!i'  sliovvdd 

Wat(!li  I'aHl,  oM  S.  M.  'r. 
— nuliic-tidii  1,1)  poHil/iori  of  Miiy  l.'Mli 

Wiitcli  \'m[,  OM  S.  M.  T. 

Miiy  l.'dJi 

.l;OHH  ill  )IH  (lays  ■ 
l)'ulv  rato,  lowing 


li.  rn.  H. 

II  51  .3  1. 

7  10  38 

20  3!) 

27  44  10 


■  7 
-t-0 


4  31 

1  28 


-  7 

-_7 

-  ()' 

-  0 


5  59 
10  38 


4.  3!) 
0  9-90 
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The  variations  are  all  determined  by  true  beariners,  but  as  the  compass  with  Journal  of 

1-1    -IT.-  J.1  Iat^        u  J  r        J.       ■        X,         Lieutenant  Vesey  Hamilton, 

which  the  bearings  were  taken,  although  a  very  good  one  lor  steering  by,   

was  not  fitted  with  a  sight  vane,  the  bearings  cannot  be  depended  on  to 
within  2°  or  3°.    I  missed  a  Kater's  compass  more  than  anything. 


Remarks  on  Provisions. 
The  old  pemmican,  without  sugar  or  currants,  is  by  far  the  best  for  Pe^mican. 
travelling  on.  The  sugar  pemmican  caused  diarrhoea,  and  was  disliked  by  all 
the  crew.  The  currant  was  liked,  and  is  certainly  more  agreeable  to  the 
taste,  but  it  does  not  go  so  far,  and  is  not  so  satisfying  as  the  old.  I  did  not 
find  the  allowance,  three-quarters  of  a  pound  a  day,  sufficient  till  we  shot 
some  game. 

The  rest  of  the  provisions  were  excellent,  both  in  quality  and  quantity. 


Remarks  on  Equipment. 

Good  bamboos  should  be  procured  for  this  purpose,  as  they  would  be  "^^^^ 
both  stronger  and  lighter  than  pikes,  and,  by  fitting  them  outside  the  tent, 
they  might  be  of  sufficient  length  to  answer  for  sheers  and  yards,  thus 
effecting  a  considerable  saving  in  weight. 

For  an  extended  party,  felt  robes  covered  with  calico  like  the  blanket  Robes, 
bags  would  be  better  than  skin  robes,  the  latter  rotting  in  the  wet  weather. 

Spectacles  should  be  supplied  to  every  man.    The  wooden  eye-shades  spectacles, 
supplied  were  useless. 

The  weight  of  the  sail  might  be  reduced  by  substituting  brow^n  holland  Sail, 
or  calico  for  canvas.    The  whalebone  brushes  supplied  to  us  are  the  only  Tent  brushes, 
article  of  the  sort  that  have  stood  the  "  wear  and  tear "  of  the  work 
properly,  and  cannot  be  praised  too  highly. 

Mocassins  answer  admirably,  and  are  by  far  the  best  things  for  travelling  Mocassins, 
in  till  the  thaw  commences,  when  canvas  boots  should  be  used  instead. 

A  prismatic  compass  (the  want  of  which  I  felt  very  much)  should  be  instruments, 
supplied  to  each  party.    The  pocket  compasses  we  are  supplied  with  are 
very  good  ones  for  steering  a  course  by,  but  are  not  fitted  for  taking 
accurate  bearings. 

Each  party  should  have  an  artificial  mercurial  horizon.  The  circular 
glass  horizons  are  not  adapted  for  cold  weather,  or  for  using  on  snow, 
where  the  level  is  constantly  altering. 


Names  of  the  Men  composing  the  Crew  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Hope." 

George  Murray,  Quartermaster,  Captain  of  sledge. 

Robert  Hoile,  Sailmaker. 

William  Tilvey,  Quartermaster. 

David  Ross,  Bombardier,  R.M.S. 

William  Colwill,  Blacksmith. 

Thomas  Wilson,  A.B. 

Jeremiah  Coglin,  A.B. 

Weight  on  Sledge  at  different  Periods  during  the  Journey.  May  2d^*^" 
Departure  from  ship      -          -    1120  lbs.       Weight  per  man  160  lbs.  „  sth. 

cart  -      -    1562  „  „  223  „  June  1 6th. 

C.  Mudge  -    1715  „  „     -        245  „  April ?7S.°'''^^"*""- 

„  carfc       -  -    1400  „  „  200  „  May  2d. 

„  19  th. 

Abstract  of  Distances.  »  28th. 

M.  G.  Walked.  J'^^^^^d. 

From  ship  to  cart           -          -          -          -     42  50 

„    cart  till  departure  with  "Satellite"            -    132  137 

„    "  Satellite "  to  rendezvous       -          -       -113  113 

„    rendezvous  till  return  to  sledge         -       -      60  60 

„    sledge  till  return  to  cart     -          -          -    150  150 

„    cart  till  return  to  ship            -          -       -     41  58 


Total  in  geographical  miles       '       -    538  568 
English  „       -  -    627  663 


The  sledge  travelled  27'  after  my  departure,  but  being  on  the  same 
route,  I  have  not  included  it  in  the  estimate  of  distance. 
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Journal  of  Lieutenant  R.  Vesey  Hamilton  to  Captain  H.  Kellett,  C.B., 

Lieutenant  Vesey  Hamiltoa  U.M.f^.  "  ReSolutC." 

H.M.S.  "Resolute,"  Winter  Quarters, 
Sir,  Dealy  Island,  20tti  April  1853. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  the  proceedings  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Hope," 
while  crossing  the  land  in  company  with  Commander  M'Clintock,  after 
your  departure  from  us  on  Thursday  the  7th.  The  increasing  gale  and 
low  temperature,  —  22°,  soon  compelled  us  to  encamp,  and  detained  us  till 
Monday  the  11th,  when  we  again  proceeded  and  reached  the  cart  on  the 
north  side  Tuesday  evening.  Next  morning,  after  parting  company  with 
Commander  M'Clintock's  division,  all  well  and  in  good  spirits,  in  com- 
pliance with  your  instructions  I  despatched  Mr.  Roche,  with  12  days' 
provisions  for  his  own  crew,  to  leave  a  depot  of  18  days  for  the  use  of  the 
N.E.  Melville  Island  party,  as  near  Cape  Mudge  as  he  could  reach,  in  a 
journey  not  to  exceed  five  days ;  leaving  at  the  cart  a  statement  of  his 
proceedings,  and  marks  for  finding  the  depot.  From  the  manner  in  which 
he  has  hitherto  conducted  the  duty  entrusted  to  him,  I  have  no  doubt  but 
that  this  service  will  be  well  carried  out,  and  I  have  now  the  satisfaction 
of  recommending  him  to  your  most  favourable  notice,  for  the  care  and 
attention  he  displayed  in  looking  after  his  crew  (who  were  mostly  "  green 
hands"),  as  well  as  his  provisions.  Of  his  exertions  at  the  track  belt  for 
the  first  three  days  you  were  a  witness  ;  I  can  only  add  that  they  were  the 
same  after  your  departure,  and  to  them  I  mainly  attribute  his  sledge 
keeping  up  with  the  others.  After  assisting  him  for  a  short  distance,  I  left 
him  under  sail  with  a  good  floe  to  travel  over,  and  then  returned,  deposited 
a  depot  for  six  days  at  the  cart,  also  one  for  Mr.  Roche's  return. 

At  2  P.M.  on  Wednesday  afternoon  I  commenced  my  return,  and  after 
a  detention  in  the  tent,  caused  by  bad  weather,  from  11  a.m.  on  Friday 
till  3  P.M.  on  Saturday,  arrived  on  board  the  ship  at  7p.m.  on  Sunday 
the  17th,  all  the  crew,  with  the  exception  of  Abraham  Surry,  in  good 
health.  I  have  every  reason  to  be  well  satisfied  with  their  conduct.  For 
a  more  minute  detail  I  must  refer  you  to  my  journal,  which  will  be 
transmitted  at  the  earliest  opportunity. 

I  have,  &c. 

R.  Vesey  Hamilton, 

Lieutenant  in  command  of  Party. 


Orders  to  Lieutenant  Richard  V.  Hamilton,  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 
By  Henry  Kellet,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 

The  object  of  your  journey  is  to  place  provisions  in  depot,  in  as  ad- 
vanced a  position  as  possible  (in  a  certain  time),  for  the  party  to  be  employed 
in  the  search  along  the  coast  of  N.E.  Melville  or  Sabine  Island.  For  this 
purpose  you  will  take  the  command  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Hope,"  and  under 
your  orders  H.M.  Sledge  "  Beauty,"  manned  each  Avitli  seven  men,  and 
provisioned  for  that  service. 

You  will  accompany  (Jonunander  M'CTlintock  over  the  land  to  Hecla 
and  (jl riper  Bay  for  nuitual  sup})ort.  On  reaching  the  shore  of  the  bay, 
you  will  despatch  the  "Beauty"  in  the  direction  of  Cape  Mudge,  with  as 
much  provision  as  slu' can  (;arry  with  speed;  depositing  the  remainder, 
and  returning  yoursell"  to  the  sliip ;  bearing  in  mind  that  her  outward 
journey  is  not  to  excec;d  tw<'1v('  days.  \on  will  therefore,  should  your 
journey  across  the  Iniid  be  d(  laycd  by  l)ad  weather,  or  otherwise,  so  tliat 
the  "  Beauty  "  cannot  (rross  to  the  land  north  of  the  bay  in  that  period, 
deposit  mo.s/,  .secure////  all  the  |)i'()visi()ns  ihv  the  N.E.  route,  as  well  as  what 
can  be  spared  by  yourself,  on  tlu^  most  prominejit  part  of  the  coast  you 
make,  rfiising  a  conspicuous  nmrk  at  tlie  spot. 

I  Jnd(tr  the  latter  eireiunstjincc  you  will  return  in  company  to  the  ship, 
with  all  despatch  to  prepares  for  your  own  si^piuiite  mission. 

riiv<;n   under  my   hand   on    hoiud  1 1. M.S.  "  Kesolute,"  in  Winter 
(Quarters,  2d  Aj)ril  \Hr>:). 

(Signed)       Henuv  Kellett,  Captain. 
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Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Hope,"  from  the  4th  to  the  Journal  of 

17th  of  April  1853.  Lieutenant  Vesey  HamUton. 

Monday y  Mh  April. 

At  7  A.M.  the  following  sledges'  crews  assembled  alongside  the  ship,  Tempe^ie  zero 
preparatory  to  starting  on  their  respective  routes.  wind,  n.e.  i  o.m.* 

Division  for  North  Shore  of  Melville  Island. 

H.M.  Sledge  "Erin,"  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.     -      -   7  men. 

"  North  Star,"  Commander  M'Clintock  10  „ 
"  Hope,"  Lieutenant  Hamilton    -      -  7 
"  Beauty,"  Mr.  Roche        -       -      .  7 
"  Hero,"  Mr.  De  Bray       -       -      -  8 

Western  Division. 


"  Discovery,"  Lieutenant  Mecham  -  7 
"  Perseverance,"  Mr.  Nares        -      -  7 


5> 


3  o.m.6. 


•3. 
).m. 


in  all  53  men,  47  officers,  eager  to  renew  the  travelling  operations.  The 
general  feeling  is  best  expressed  in  the  graphic  words  of  the  boatswain  to 
the  Captain  a  short  time  ago  :  "  The  fact  is.  Sir,  travelling  is  all  the  go,  and 
them  that's  going  pities  the  poor  devils  as  has  to  remain  behind."  After 
exchanging  cheers  with  the  western  division  and  the  ship's  company 
(invalids  and  the  purser's  steward), 

At  7-20  A.M.  we  commenced  our  march,  crossed  the  peninsula  at  8.50,      1  p  m 
and  arrived  at  the  head  of  the  inlet  0.30.    Lunched.    Shifted  the  depots  wSd,'^w.N.w.'^; 
that  had  been  previously  carried  out  from  the  cart  to  the  sledges,  and  started 
1.10.  P.M.  Ascended  a  gradually  sloping  hill  for  about  1^',  then  descended 
a  steep  incline,  arrived  on  a  fresh-water  lake  about  2'  long  and  1'  or  Lj'      "  ^-^ 
broad.    Camped  on  the  north  shore  at  5  p.m.    The  snow  during  the  march  wSd,^N.K^i^a 
was  soft  and  deep,  adding  greatly  to  the  fatigue  of  dragging.  Mr.  De  Bray  ^ourse^^Q^^'  f  V 
and  myself  had  an  unsuccessful  chase  after  a  herd  of  seven  musk  oxen.       iSistance,  91.  * 

Walked,' 11'. 

Tuesday,  bth  April. 

5.40.  Started.    Double  banked  the  sledges  and  dragged  them  up  a  steep  Tempetature -5 
hill ;  soon  after  descending  the  opposite  side,  entered  a  ravine  running  in  a  wind,  Vbie.'i  o.?. 
W.N.W.  (true)  direction  for  1^'  when  we  were  stopped  by  a  perpendicular 
bank  of  snow  about  30  feet  high  extending  across  the  ravine.    To  surmount 
this  obstacle,  we  took  the  sledges  up  the  most  sloping  side  of  the  bank  we 
could  find  ;  in  three  trips  39  men  had  as  much  as  they  could  well  manage 
to  get  the  "  North  Star "  up,  the  weight  per  man  not  exceeding  55  lbs. 
Soon  after  we  entered  a  branch  ravine,  trending  N.  by  W.  (true)     ;  the 
ascent  being  too  steep  to  manage  it  single-handed,  at  10.30  we  again 
double  banked,  and  by  1 1.50  had  all  the  sledges  up  to  the  entrance.  Lunched  Tempeiatm-e,  +  5. 
close  to  a  cairn,  built  by  Commander  M'Chntock  last  autumn.  ^ind,  w.n.w.  3  o.m.s. 

0.30  p.m.  Proceeded  across  an  undulating  stony  plain  S.  by  E.  (c.)       4  p.m. 
N.W.  IW.  (true.)  Camped  at  4  p.m.  having  only  made  about  5'  good,  after  g^fg'!*^'"'' ^• 
as  heavy  a  day's  work  as  I  have  yet  seen  in  my  travelling  career.  wind,  n.  3  o.m.s. 

TTT  J        7        c^i     A      '1  Hours  marching,  9.40. 

yVednesday,  bth  April.  LuncMng,  40. 

7  A.M.  Started ;  course  the  same  as  yesterday,  the  distance  across  the  coS-se.VG.^N.'w- 
plain  is  about  4'.   9  a.m.  Entered  a  branch  ravine  trending  N.  by  W.  (true)  ^* 
4',  then  the  main  branch  N.N.W.  (true)  for  1'.  From  this  by  a  steep       y  ^'j/ 

ascent  we  entered  another  plain,  across  which  we  steered  N.W.  ^  N.  Temperature,- 10. 

(true),  S.  (c.)    Lunched  11.45  A.M.   Proceeded  0.15  p.m.    The  weather  wind,  n.  o.m.s. 

was  very  thick  and  misty;  this  with  a  strong  breeze  and  fall  of  snow  in  Tem^rature,-2. 

our  faces  prevented  our  seeing  any  distance;  reminding  of  the  old  com-  Wind, n.  .5  o.m.s. 
plaint  of  Arctic  and  glacier  travellers,  viz.  "  The  want  of  some  object  on 
"  which  to  fix  the  eye,  and  the  deceptive  appearance  both  in  size  and 
"  distance  of  objects  seen  over  an  unvaried  surface  of  snow."  An  unsuc- 
cessful chase  after  a  herd  of  musk  oxen  was  a  relief  to  the  monotony       5  p.m. 

of  the  march.    Distance  across  plain  about  4'.    At  2.30  p.m.  by  a  steep  wM!North73^b.c. 

descent  entered  another  ravine,  which  trended  for  a  short  distance  W.N.W.  Hours  marching,  9i. 

(true),  then  W.S.W.  (true),  then  turned  abruptly  to  the  northward  (true).  c^p*'ed,^i4i. 

About  1'  up  the  latter  branch  we  camped  at  4.45  p.m.  Course,  m.g.  n.w.  by  w. 

A  \/r  4  Distance,  5'  or  6'. 

4  M  4  Walked,  8. 
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7  A.M. 

Temperature,  —  20. 
Wind,  N.N. W.  3  5.  b.C.q.z. 


Noon. 

Temperature,  —  18. 
Wind  W.N.W.  b.c.q.z. 

Hours  marching,  3-^. 
Detained. 

Course,  M.G.  N.  i  N. 
Distance,  2'. 


Detained  by  bad  -weafher 
Temperature  during  daj  from 
—  16  to  -25. 
Wind,  N.N.W.  5.  9  b.c.z. 


8  A.M. 

Temperature,  +  16. 

Wind,  N.N.W.  5  b.c.  q.m.r. 


1.30  P.M. 
Temperature,  —  5. 
Wind,  N.N.W.  5  b.c.q.  r. 


6  P.M. 

Temperature,  —  7. 
Wind,  N.N.W.  3  b.c. 
Hours  marching,  8^. 
Lunch,  Jjh. 
Camped,  1.5h. 
Course,  M.G.  N.  i  W. 
Distance,  f/. 
Walked  7i. 

7  A.M. 

T<;mperature,  +  14. 
Calm,  o.b. 


I'  M, 

'IVrnjM-nitiirc,  —  9. 
Wifid.H.W.  2  b.c. 


Thursday,  'Jth  April. 

7  A.M.  Received  the  depots  from  Captain  Kellctt's  sledge, and  an  additional 
hand,  John  Halloran,  A.B.,  to  assist  us.  Started ;  Captain  Kellett 
and  his  crew  assisting  us.  Cleared  the  ravine  in  about  an  hour,  and 
commenced  the  ascent  of  a  gradually  rising  plain,  course  N.  4  W.  (true,) 
S.W.  by  S.  (c.)  The  snow  was  soft  and  deep,  the  wind  also  blowing  strong 
against  us  ;  our  pace  was  little  better  than  a  snail's,  even  with  the  extra 
assistance  of  the  "  Erin's"  crew.  Consequently,  when  the  captain  parted 
company  at  10.30  a.m.,  finding  we  were  amongst  stony  ground,  and  the 
drift  preventing  our  seeing  the  patches  in  time  to  avoid  them,  we  pitched 
the  tents  to  await  a  change  of  weather.  Several  of  us  were  frost-bitten  about 
the  face,  Bacon  severely  on  both  wrists.  The  highest  temperature  in  the 
tent  during  the  day  was  —  1 8°. 

Friday,  8th,  Saturday,  9th,  Sunday,  1 0th  April. 

The  wind  during  these  three  days  lulled  at  intervals,  so  much  as 
frequently  to  induce  us  to  think  of  starting,  when  it  again  freshened  up 
too  much  to  face  at  the  present  low  temperature,  on  such  bad  ground. 
Commander  M'Clintock  suffered  severely  from  snow-blindness.  All  hands 
complain  of  cold  feet  ;  the  luxury  of  a  hot  cup  of  tea  is  much  appreciated. 

Monday,  Wth  April. 

Much  to  the  gratification  of  all  hands,  who  declared  the  hardest  day's 
work  was  preferable  to  this  protracted  confinement  (8  people  cooped  up 
in  a  small  tent  10  feet  long  by  6  feet  6  inches  broad  for  3|  days),  the 
wind  lulled  sufficiently  to  allow  us  to  dig  our  sledges  out  of  the  drift  in 
which  they  were  buried  and  start  at  8.30  a.m.  Steered  over  an  undulating 
plain  N.  \  W.  (true)  S.W.  by  S.  (mag.)  As  it  was  still  too  thick  to  see  more 
than  a  few  hundred  yards  round,  we  were  much  annoyed  by  frequent  patches 
of  stones ;  to  cross  them  we  invariably  had  either  a  "  standing  pull,"  or, 
as  was  more  frequently  the  case,  were  obliged  to  double  bank.  Parry 
says  these  patches  of  stones,  from  the  relief  they  ofi'er  to  the  otherwise 
unvaried  surface  of  snow,  forcibly  reminded  him  of  the  description  of  the 
oases  of  desert.  From  the  curses  freely  lavished  on  them  by  the  men, 
such  was  certainly  not  the  case  with  these. 

1  .30  p.m.  Lunched.  A.  Surry  I  found  was  quite  exhausted  with  fatigue 
and  the  protracted  confinement  to  the  tent,  which  probably  has  more  effect 
on  a  large  man  like  him  than  on  a  smaller  man. 

2  P.M.  Started.  The  stony  patches  and  consequently  the  labour 
greatly  increased  during  the  afternoon  march.  3.  Crossed  a  small  ravine  ; 
double  banked  to  ascend  it.  The  evening  was  very  fine,  a  change  for  the 
better  much  appreciated  by  all  of  us.  Camped  5.30  p.m.  at  the  entrance 
of  a  shallow  ravine.  Gave  Surry  a  dose  of  aromatic  spirit  of  ammonia  and 
an  opium  pill. 

Tuesday,  I2th  April. 

The  weather  was  beautiful  to-day.  Spread  our  robes  and  wet  bags  out 
to  dry ;  before  starting  got  the  sheers  up  and  bent  the  robes  and  bags  to 
the  yard,  hanging  the  rest  oC  our  wet  gear  about  the  sledge.  Surry  was 
better  this  morning  ;  he  was  of  no  use  at  the  sledge.  Started  8  a.m.  The 
sledges  when  seen  moving  along  a  ravine  very  much  resembled  a  perambu- 
lating Hag  l''air;  the  fine  weatlier  lias  put  al!  hands  in  capital  spirits.  From 
a  hill  near  our  encampment  we  saw  the  land  of  Sabine  Island,  and 
shortly  alter  a  cairn  built  by  Connnander  MHJlintock  in  the  autumn,  thus 
j)n)ving  most  satisfactorily  the  correelness  of  liis  dead  reckoning  in  the 
constant  bad  weather  we  have  had  since  leaving  the  ship.  This  wc  passed 
at  0.30  a.m.  Our  course  then  lay  over  a  tolerably  level  plain,  the  best 
travelling  we  have  yet  had;  ouly  an  occ^asioiial  "one,  two,  tlu'ee,  haul" 
being  heard  to-day,  previously  it  had  been  almost  incessant.  Our  course 
was  N.N.W.  (true)  S.  by  W.  (c.)  Cor  alunit  3j>',  when  we  passed  another 
Hiuall  cairn,  lyunched  close  to  it  at  1.30  v.M.  Proceeded  at  2.10  on  the 
Hamc  course  lor  a  slight  hollow  in  the  (lu  thest  hills  about  The  only 

conspicuous  object,  on  this  plain  was  a,  small  hillock  about  20  leet  high,  on 
which  l)c  Hray  built  a.  small  cairn.  3.10.  Double  banked  over  some 
Htoiiy  grr)und  ;  then  d(;HC('nding  a,  Htee|)  hill  entered  the  last  ravine.    A  fresh 
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breeze  sprmffinff  up  we  trimmed  our  robes  and  bags  to  supply  the  place  of  ^.       Journal  of 

^  J   °    J     ^     -1  n  -n  •  •       ^       1   J    £  xirr   1      o     /    \     Lieutenant  Vese)'  Hamilton 

a  sail  and  made  rapid  progress.     lliis  ravine  trended  b.W.  by  h.  (c.)   

N.  (true)  and  is  about  4'  long.    At  5.30  our  further  progress  down  the 

ravine  mms  stopped  by  a  perpendicular  bank  of  snow  30  feet  high  extending 

completely  across.    After  retracing  our  steps  for  some  distance  we  double 

banked,  and  after  f  hour's  hard  work  succeeded  in  getting  the  sledges  up 

a  steep  hill.    We  were  then  obliged  to  drag  the  sledges  along  the  sloping 

side  of  the  hill,  a  sharp  look  out  being  kept  so  as  to  slip  the  track  belt 

in  time,  should  the  sledge,  as  was  not  improbable,  "  fetch  way"  down  the 

hill.    Camped  at  the  bottom  of  the  ravine  about  1'  from  the  beach  at 

7.10  P.M.     The  cart  is  about        to  the  eastward.     All  hands  were      7.30  p.m. 

very  tired  from  this  last  drag.    Surry  was  quite  exhausted.    1  thought  we  Temperature,- 1 4. 

should  have  had  to  carry  him  back  to  the  ship,  not  a  pleasing  idea,  as  he  iiours  marching,  10^. 

weighs  about  220  lbs.    I  gave  the  same  dose  as  last  night.  The  idea  that  Lunching,  f. 

my  prescription  was  a  correct  one  I  believe  did  him  more  good  than  the  coursef m.g.  n.  by  w 

medicine.  Walked' i^*'" 

Wednesday^  \3th  April.  ^  ^^^^  ' 

The  land  on  the  opposite  side  is  apparently  farther  off  than  Parry  has  ^^J^^'g  g"^'^'"^"' 
laid  it  down.   I  transferred  three  six-day  depots  to  Roche's  sledge  and  gave       •  •  •  • 
him  orders  to  steer  due  north  from  the  cart  till  he  was  near  enough  to  the  Despatched  Mr.  Eoche  to 
land  to  judge  what  would  be  his  best  plan  for  carrying  out  these  depots,  ^^^in^  island, 
which  were  to  be  deposited  on  the  most  conspicuous  point  he  could  find 
within  five  marches  of  the  cart,  leaving  a  conspicuous  mark  near  the  spot ; 
and  also  on  his  return  to  the  cart  to  leave  directions  for  making  the  depot 
for  the  use  of  the  party  about  to  proceed  on  that  duty,  shoidd  they  have 
left  the  ship  before  his  return. 

8.30.  Accompanied  the  "  Beauty,"  leaving  Surry  behind.  Exchanged 
three  hearty  cheers  with  Commander  MClintock's  division,  which 
parted  company  and  proceeded  to  the  westward,  all  well  and  in  good  spirits. 
I  gave  Mr.  Roche  my  chronometer,  exchanged  cheers  and  parted  company 
at  10  A.M.  with  the  "Beauty." 

Returned  and  took  a  depot  of  12  days'  provision,  which  were  buried 
under  the  cart.    Lunched  at  the  now  almost  deserted  spot  where  our  tent 
was  pitched ;  the  contrast  between  the  bustle  and  noise  of  the  morning  with 
the  present  silence  was  very  striking.    I  enjoyed  my  lunch  in  the  sun,  which  rpgjjjpj^1^jj.g    ^^^^^g  _2 
notvvdthstanding  the  lowiiess  of  the  temperature  gave  a  pleasing  heat.    „  in  sun  or  snow, +  15. 
1.30.  Started.     Found  a  considerable   difference  between  the  work  of  + 
yesterday  and  to-day,  the  last  I  h  hour's  Avork  of  yesterday  occupied  us  only  Commence  my  return. 
25  minutes.    Several  deer  or  musk  oxen  tracks  showed  that  some  of  those  ^°5™^„'^gJ'^g^' 
animals  had  crossed  our  late  path  early  this  morning.    With  the  exception  Waiked,'6i. 
of  the  musk  oxen  seen  previously,  these  are  the  only  signs  of  animal  life.  Temperature,-?. 
Vegetation  on  this  northern  shore  of  the  island  is  very  scarce.   6.  Camped,  wind,  s.s.e.  3  b.c. 

Hours  marching,  4^. 

Thursday,  \Ath  Ajnil.  '^'SocRd  [eh 

Started  6.30  A.M.     Surry  rather  better,  but  unable  to  drag.     Passed    P'^P^ring depots  i 
our  encampment  of  the  11th  at  9-30  a.m.      After  leaving   it  steered  Camped,  131 
more  to  the  westward  than  on  the  outward  journey ;  found  the  road  a  little  e.so. 
improved.    Noon  ;  lunched.    12.30.  Proceeded.    1.30.  Passed Detention  "  ^™|f'^!E.*3b.ef' 
encampment ;   shortly   after    entered   the   ravine.      Saw  a  recent  fox  'Sooa. 
track.    3  p.m.  Passed  our  encampment  of  the  6th.    5.30.  Camped  on  the  w^d,^N!w!3"kc. 
plain  above  the  ravine,  up  which  we  had  a  heavy  dras'.  ^  ^ 

^  '     -f-  J  Temperature.- 15. 

Wind,  N.N.W.  2  b.c. 

Friday,    15th  April.  Hours  marching,  ll.' 

6.  Started ;  having  previously  built  a  small  cairn  to  mark  the  southern  Camped,^i2ih. 
entrance  of  the  ravine.     Steered  across  the  plain  for  the  next  ravine,  Couree,kG.  s.  4  e. 
which  we  entered  at   8.30  a.im.      The  wind  and  drift  increased  veiy  waiked^'i?.' 
much  ;  for  the  first  time  since  leaving  the  cart  could  not  see  the  old  track.  e. 
After  leaving  this  ravine  we  got  amongst  stony  ground,  and  not  being  able  wi^l.'^s^slEts'o.m.s. 
to  pick  a  road  camped  1 1  a.m.    Bathed  our  eyes  in  weak  spirits  and  water,  -^^^^^ 
to  relieve  the  inflammation  caused  by  the  aiare  and  drift.  Temperature- e. 

Wind,  S.S.E.  6.  9  o.m.s. 
CI   ,      7         iOj7      a      •!  llouis  marching, 

Saturday,  Ibth  April.  Camped,  is. 

The  wind  shifted  during  the  night  to  S.AV.,  and  then  to  N.W.;  as  this  was  S^nce! islg^s^'S  6'. 
into  the  door  of  the  tent  we  were  soon  covered  with  drift.    About  3  p.m.      7  a.'m. 
the  wind  luUing  slightly  we  started.   The  drift  was  so  thick  that  I  had  great  wSFn  w  Vs  b  c 

III.  4  N  .q.Z. 
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7  .M. 

Temperature,  +  29. 
Wind,  N.W.  8  b.c.q.r. 
Hours  marchiug,  4. 
Camped,  20. 
Course,  M.G.  S.E.  by  E. 
Distance,  4'. 


8  A.M. 

Temperature,  — 16. 
Wind,  N.W.  3  o.m.s. 


Hours  marching,  10. 
Limcliing,  ^. 
Course,  E.  6. 
S.  by  E.  9. 
Distance,  15'. 


April  4tli  till  13th. 
„  13th  till  17th. 


difficulty  in  choosing  a  road  amongst  the  stony  ground.  ICntcrcd  a  ravine 
trending-  E.S.E.  and  W.N.W.;  the  drift  here  completely  blinded  us.  I  was 
compelled  to  encamp  at  7i'-''i-;  the  temperature  was-- 29',  the  lowest  I  have 
registered  this  cruize.  The  force  of  the  wind  at  this  temperature  is  felt 
through  any  quantity  of  clothes ;  some  of  the  men  were  quite  benumbed 
waiting  while  I  was  picking  a  road. 

Sundrr/jj  17 th  April. 

Started  8.30  a.m.;  the  weather  was  thick  and  gloomy.  It  was  very 
fortmiate  that  I.  camped  last  night,  as  not  30  yards  from  our  tent  was  a 
perpendicular  bank  of  snow  30  feet  high  over  which  we  should  have  fallen,  as 
the  drift  was  too  thick  to  see  five  yards  ahead,  and  as  there  were  very  large 
stones  at  the  foot  of  the  bank,  the  sledge  must  have  been  smashed.  To 
avoid  this  v/e  were  obliged  to  keep  well  up  the  sloping  side  of  the  ravine, 
which  was  so  steep  that  three  men  were  obliged  to  keep  their  backs  firmly 
set  against  the  lower  side  of  the  sledge  while  the  rest  of  the  crew  dragged  it 
along.  We  went  on  in  this  manner  for  about  ^'  and  then  descended  to  the 
bottom  of  the  ravine,  where  we  found  a  tolerable  road.  Arrived  at  the  lake 
at  noon,  and  at  the  head  of  Bridport  inlet,  where  we  lunched  at  2.30  p.m. 

The  late  northerly  gales  have  almost  cleared  the  land  of  snow.  2.50. 
Proceeded.    6.50.  Arrived  on  board. 

Abstract  of  Distances. 

M.  G.  Walked. 

From  ship  to  cart       -       -       -       -       4i  50 
„    cart  to  ship    -----       46  50 


Total  in  geogi'aphical  miles 


90 


100 


R.  Vesey  Hamilton. 


Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Bedford  Pim. 


No.  10. 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  John  Barrow," 
detached  from  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  between  10th  March  and  IQth 
April  1853,  under  the  command  of  Bedford  C.  T.  Pim,  Lieutenant. 

Orders  to  Lieut.  B.  C.  T.  Pim,  H.M.  S.  "Resolute," 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.  S.  "  Resolute." 

Having  appointed  you  to  the  command  of  the  parties  about  to  leave  the 
ship  for  the  Harbour  of  Mercy,  consisting  of  seven  men  and  one  runner 
sledge,  and  one  officer,  two  men,  five  dogs,  and  one  runner  sledge,  and  being 
desirous  that  these  parties  should  leave  as  early  as  practicable,  they  have 
been  e(iui{)ped,  for  encountering  the  low  temperature  that  may  be  expected, 
with  every  thing  suggested  by  the  most  experienced  that  the  ship  can  supply, 
and  with  as  much  provisions  as  they  can  drag. 

Being  in  all  ways  ready,  you  will  proceed  with  all  despatch  to  Cape 
Providence,  pick  up  your  depot,  or  as  much  of  it  as  you  can  carry  with 
.safet/i/,  and  proceed  along  the  coast,  talcing  advantage  of  the  first  fair  weather 
to  cross  the  strait  (or  the  Harbour  of  Mercy.  To  assist  you  in  your  first 
start,  1  have  placed  under  your  orders  an  officer  and  10  men,  who  will  have 
directions  to  assist  you  some  distance  on  your  way  towards  Cape  Providence. 

The  first  ])r()minent  object  of  your  journey  is  to  communicate  with  the 
ships  of  ('aptain  ( 'ollinson's  expedition. 

2d.  I^'ailing  to  conmiunicatc,  to  find  out,  either  from  records  \vil  at 
Ifaibour  of  Mercy,  or  from  natives,  what  has  Ijcconie  oC  them,  in  what 
dircdion  "  Invcsfigator "  ha,s  gone. 

.'5(1.  To  send  me  IVoin  I  lurhoin- oi'  Mercy,  on  youi' arrival  there,  all  the 
iiilbi  niation  you  can  collect  i('s|)('eting  these  ships,  with  a,  rcpoi  t  of  your  own 
innncdiatc  movements, 

TIk!  following  instructions  arc  inlciidcd  to  assist  you  in  ciii-ry ing  ont  the 
ubovc:  service,  and  for  yom-  giiid.ujcc^  in  the  probable  contingency  of  the 
"Investigator"  having  led  the  Harbour  oC  Mercy.  1st.  You  are  to  be 
extremely  eiu'efid  of  the  health  of  your  ciew  ;  in  Ihis  you  will  be  a.l)Iy 
nsHistcd  by  Dr.  Domville,  who  has  handsomely  Nolunteered  to  accompany 
yon,  and  whose  advice  you  will  seek  and  follow.  2d.  Von  will  be  careful 
not  to  overIoa,d  your  siedgeH,  ho  as  to  injure  them,  your  men,  or  animals,  not 
to  wuHte  the  proviHions  by  being  obliged  to  get  rid  of  any  in  consequence. 


7  .M. 

Temperature,  +  29. 
Wind,  N.W.  8  b.c.q 
Hours  marchiug,  4. 
Camped,  20. 
Course,  M.G.  S.E.  1 
Distance,  4'. 


8  A.M. 

Temperature,  — 16. 
Wind,  N.W.  3  cm 


Hours  marching, 
Limcliing,  ^. 
Course,  E.  6. 
S.  by  E.  9. 
Distance,  15'. 

April  4tli  till  13tl 
„  13th  till  17th 


Journa 
Lieutenant  B& 
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-?d.  On  your  arrival  at  the  Harbour  of  Mercy  you  will  show  these  orders  Journal  of 

and  deliver  the  accompanying  despatch  to  Captain  M'Clure,  and  in  his     i^^^tenantBedford Km. 
absence  to  any  other  your  superior  officer,  following  his  orders  for  your 
future  guidance.    4th,  Should  "  Investigator  "  not  be  at  the  Harbour  of 
Mercy,  you  will  carefully  examine  all  cairns  for  records,  and  if  by  any  of 
these  records  you  find  the  direction  she  has  gone,  you  will  follow  her  in 
that  direction,  as  far  as  your  provisions  will  admit.  Should  there  not  be  any 
record  found  giving  her  direction,  you  will  proceed  to  the  eastward,  and 
down  Prince  of  Wales'  Strait  to  the  position  of  her  depot ;  should  the  depot 
be  found  perfect,  you  may  be  assured  that  she  has  gone  westerly  and 
southerly  for  Behring's  Straits  (should  the  depot  have  been  removed  you 
will  only  go  as  far  as  your  own  resources  will  allow,  and  not  trust  to  obtaining 
game).    You  will  complete  your  provisions  from  this  depot,  stating  in  the 
record  you  will  leave  there  that  you  have  done  so,  the  quantities  and 
species,  stating  the  same  in  all  subsequent  records.  Being  thus  replenished, 
you  will  proceed  towards  the  south  point  of  Baring  Island,  in  which  vicinity 
you  will  probably  meet  both  "  Enterprise"  and  "  Investigator."    7ou  will 
not  fail  to  ascend  the  high  point,  from  which  you  will  have  an  extensive 
view,  and  also  to  visit  Capt.  M'Clure's  "  Possession  Staff,"  with  black  ball 
and  record,  which  he  describes  in  his  despatches  as  being  in  lat.  71°  8'  N, 
long.  112°  48'  N.    From  the  Esquimaux  also,  in  your  passage  southerly, 
you  will  obtain  every  information,  being  careful  in  your  communication  with 
them  that  none  of  your  party  give  any  cause  of  offence.    Your  crew  must 
not  be  allowed  to  communicate  with  them,  except  in  your  presence.  You 
will  not  give  them  spirits,  and  will  leave  their  neighbourhood  as  soon  as  you 
have  obtained  from  them  all  you  require.  I  have  fully  weighed  your  propo- 
sition to  march  round  the  island,  which  is  in  my  opinion  impracticable  with 
your  force ;  you  will  therefore  clearly  understand  it  to  be  my  orders  that 
you  do  not  attempt  it ;  you  will  return  to  your  ship  by  the  route  you  go 
from  her.   Any  records  you  find  at  the  Harbour  of  Mercy  you  will  copy, 
endorse  the  originals,  replace  them,  depositing  with  them  one  of  those  you 
are  supplied  with.  The  copies,  with  your  own  plan  of  proceedings,  you  will 
send  back  to  me  by  Di-.  Domville,  who  you  are  not  to  detain,  nor  detach  on 
any  other  service.    For  his  return  to  his  depot  at  Cape  Providence,  you 
will  provision  him  for  14  days.  Sir  Edward  Parry  states  in  his  voyage  that 
the  ice  in  the  strait  was  observed  to  be  in  motion  on  20th  June.  You 
will  therefore  be  on  the  north  side  of  the  strait  before  that  time,  bringing 
back  any  provisions  that  you  may  not  have  had  occasion  to  use.   I  have 
made  these  orders  as  full  as  possible,  but  still  they  may  not  embrace  every 
contingency ;  I,  however,  place  full  confidence  in  your  discretion,  having 
a  full  persuasion  of  your  ability  to  carry  out  this  service,  and  of  your 
zeal  to  attempt  anything  for  the  furtherance  of  the  object  of  the  voyage. 
Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.S.  Resolute,  Winter  Quarters, 
Dealy  Island  9th  March  1853. 

(Signed)         Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 
Memoranda. 

Lat.  Long.  Var. 

Dealy  Island         -  -  74-56  108-53  143°  E. 

Winter  Harbour       -  -  74-48  110-52  128 

Harbour  of  Mercy  -  -  74-06  117-54  110 

Princess  Koyal  Islands  -  -  72-46  117-54   

Variation  to  be  used  in  crossing  strait  119°  E.  compass  course  from  east 
point  of  Harbour  of  Mercy  to  Cape  Providence,  N.  40°  W.    Signed,  H.  K. 

Lieutenant  B.  C.  T.  Pim  to  Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute," 
Sir,  27th  August  1853. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  my  return  to  the  ship  with  the  party  under 
my  command,  April  19th,  1853,  having  succeeded  in  communicating  with 
H.M.  Ship  "  Investigator,"  at  present  in  the  Harbour  of  Mercy,  Baring 
Island. 

The  commencement  of  my  journey  was  unfortunate.  When  scarcely  half 
a  mile  from  the  ship,  while  crossing  the  hummocks  of  Dealy  Island, 
the  large  sledge  fell  over  on  its  side  and  was  broken ;  another  was  sub- 
stituted, but  considerable  delay  was  the  consequence.     A  much  longer 
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Journal  of  detention  followed:  daring  the  night  (March  10th)  the  wind  freshened 

nant  Bedford  Pirn,  f^.^^  ^j^^  northward,  and  before  morning  blew  a  gale,  which  continued 
without  intermission  tln-ec  whole  days,  and  necessarily  confined  us  to  tlie 
tents.  Fortunately  the  temperature  rose  from— 51''  to— 36',  at  which  it 
remained. 

The  snow-drift  soon  accumulated  around  the  tents,  and  formed  a  sort 
of  embankment,  which  not  only  kept  them  firmly  fixed  in  spite  of  the 
violence  of  the  storm,  but  also  assisted  to  exclude  the  piercing  external 
air,  which  penetrated  the  inner  lining  and  reduced  the  temperature  of 
the  interior  to  -20°.  When  the  lamps  were  lit  for  the  purpose  of  cooking 
it  rose  to  zero,  and  even  smoking  made  a  difference;  which  fact  induced 
the  men  to  keep  themselves  almost  constantly  employed  expending  tobacco. 

The  morning  of  the  fourth  day  proved  fine  to  the  great  delight  of 
all,  but  it  was  noon  before  the  preparations  for  starting  were  complete,  the 
cramped  and  benumbed  state  of  the  men  after  this  long  period  of  inactivity 
causing  the  delay.  I  am  happy  to  say,  that  no  very  serious  consequences 
arose  from  the  inclemency  of  the  weather.  Sergeant  Rd.  Hobbs  was  the  only 
sufferer,  and  him  I  Avas  reluctantly  obliged  to  send  back. 

Near  Point  Hearne  I  detached  Mr.  Roche  and  party,  with  orders  to 
return  to  the  ship  ;  and  I  must  take  this  opportunity  of  mentioning  that 
officer's  zeal  and  cheerful  alacrity  as  deserving  every  praise. 

At  Cape  Providence  my  autumn  depot  was  found  partially  destroyed 
by  bears,  those  destructive  animals  having  broken  open  and  rifled  an  iron 
case,  besides  injuring  minor  articles  less  strongly  secured.  Leaving  a 
small  depot  for  the  return  journey,  T  pushed  on  for  Cape  Dundas,  travelling 
over  a  fine  level  floe  similar  to  that  described  by  Captain  M'  Clintock  when 
searching  the  same  coast  in  1851.  At  Cape  Dnndas  another  small  depot 
,  was  buried.    From  the  summit  of  the  cliff  I  had  hoped  to  obtain  a  good 

view  of  Banks  Land  and  the  intermediate  floe,  but  was  disappointed  in 
consequence  of  the  hazy  state  of  the  weather.  Upon  this  high  land  a  herd  of 
musk  oxen  were  observed,  but  although  one  was  wounded  and  chased  a 
considerable  distance  I  could  not  secure  it — a  want  of  success  attributed  by 
the  men  to  the  visit  of  a  solitary  raven,  which  flew  slowly  overhead  uttering 
its  discordant  croak. 

The  passage  of  the  "  Straits"  proved  even  worse  than  was  anticipated  on 
board :  hummocks  followed  hummocks  in  endless  succession,  over  which  I 
had  to  employ  the  whole  force  to  drag  one  sledge ;  sometimes  half  the 
baggage  was  carried  first  and  the  empty  sledges  sent  back  for  the  remainder, 
and  in  one  place  it  even  became  necessary  to  carry  the  things,  as  wood  and 
iron  could  not  have  withstood  such  a  test  of  strength.  It  afterwards  proved 
that  a  better  road  lay  to  the  right  and  left  of  our  course,  but  the  constant 
hazj/  weather  limited  my  view  to  so  short  a  distance  that  I  was  unable  to 
see  or  avail  myself  of  either. 

On  the  morning  of  the  seventh  day,  after  leaving  Cape  Dundas,  the 
large  sledge  was  again  broken,  no  doubt  weakened  by  the  constant 
straining  during  that  time.  Upon  examination,  I  found  the  damage  would 
i-equire  some  hours  to  repaii-  ;  and  as  time  was  of  the  utmost  importance 
I  (Ic  tcrniincd  to  ]Mish  on  with  the  dogs  for  the  Harbour  of  Mercy,  leaving 
Dr.  Domville  with  written  diiections  to  return  by  easy  stages  to  Cape 
l^undas  (distant  15  or  18  miles),  taking  with  them  the  provisions,  and  there 
/i-wait  my  return. 

The  weather  al'lcr  the  accident  inq)roved,  as  did  also  the  floes,  and 
although  my  I'outc  was  circuitous  in  order  to  avoid  the  luumnocks,  I  was 
cnable(l  to  make  good  |)i()gi('ss.  On  the  ()th  Aj)ril  I  ariived  at  the  Bay 
of  Mercy,  and  laic  in  1  he  al'lcrnoon  icachcd  II. M.S.  Investigator,  where, 
llie  vicinity  ol"  fellow-coMntiyincn  not  having  been  suspected,  my  arrival 
caused  the  utmost  sur|)i  isc. 

The  recital  of  proceedings  since  pai  l ing  company  with  the  "  Herald"  in 
I'.chiings  Straits  c()nlaine<l  a  series  of  hair-breadth  escapes,  and  a,  full 
share  of  hardships.  Tlu^  crew  had  been  on  short  allowance  oC  jirovisions 
since  Oct.  1st  1851,  .Ub  meal,  and  ;,'  ol"  flour  being  tlu^  princi|)aJ  rations, 
a  miserable  pittance  for  heart  y  men  in  t  hese  bleak  regions,  where  a  more 
ilnui  usual  anionnt  of  animal  food  is  rcipn'red.  Prepai'atioris  for  the 
dcpurt.ure.  of  halC  the  ship's  company  were  nearly  com[)lcted  ;   they  wi'rc 
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to  leave  on  the  15th  inst.,  a  part  wending  their  way  to  Cape  Spencer  with     j^.^^^^  a"!™^^"^ 

the  hope  of  ultimately  reaching  the  whalers  for  conveyance  to  England,      '  "   1  °^ 

while  a  smaller  party  travelled  up  the  Mackenzie,  and  through  the  Hudson's 
Bay  territories  for  the  same  destination.  My  timely  arrival,  by  pointing- 
out  a  nearer  asylum,  prevented  the  necessity  of  undertaking  such  long  and 
hazardous  journies ;  the  route  therefore  was  changed,  but  the  date  of 
departure  continued  the  same.  With  the  remainder  of  his  crew  it  was 
Captain  M'Clure's  intention  to  await  the  coming  summer,  during  which 
it  was  expected  the  ship  would  be  freed  and  effect  the  N.W.  passage 
already  discovered,  and  both  officers  and  men  looked  hopefully  forward  to 
the  accomplishment  of  so  truly  national  an  object,  notwithstanding  their 
long  period  of  service  and  the  hardship  and  privations  which  they  had 
endured  in  the  cheei'less  regions  of  the  Polar  Sea.  Should  this  plan  fail, 
Captain  M'Clure  would  abandon  his  ship  the  following  spring,  and  travel 
to  Fort  Leopold,  where  he  would  find  sufficient  resources  to  enable  him  to 
reach  home  in  safety. 

During  my  short  stay,  my  time  was  fully  occupied  in  relating  the 
occurrences  of  the  past  three  years,  even  the  most  trifling  things  being  of 
interest  to  men  so  long  isolated  from  the  world. 

The  8th  inst  was  fixed  for  my  departure,  and  Captain  M'Clure  having 
decided  to  visit  our  winter  quarters  and  communicate  personally  with 
yourself,  we  both  started  on  the  morning  of  that  day.  James  M'Donald, 
A.  B.,  a  sufferer  from  scurvy,  was  placed  under  my  charge  for  conveyance 
to  the  "  Resolute  "  ;  he  bore  the  journey  admirably,  and  even  improved  in 
general  health,  his  only  regret  being  his  inability  to  make  one  of  those  to 
remain  by  the  ship.  Tlie  temperature  on  leaving  was — 41°,  but  the 
weather  was  now  beautiful  and  proved  continuous ;  the  return  journey  was 
therefore  comparatively  easy,  and  by  avoiding-  the  hummocks,  I  was 
enabled  to  make  good  progress.  On  the  morning  of  the  1 4th  I  arrived  at 
Cape  Dundas,  where  I  found  Dr.  Domville  encamped,  with  all  the 
provisions  safely  landed ;  the  crew  had  been  successful  in  shooting  five 
musk  oxen,  a  most  acceptable  supply  and  no  doubt  the  salvation  of  the 
dogs,  which  were  now  on  the  verge  of  starvation.  At  Cape  Dundas  I 
transferred  the  dog  sledge  to  Dr.  Domville,  giving-  him  directions  to  carry 
the  intelligence  of  the  success  of  the  ioiuiiey  to  you  with  all  expedition. 
At  the  same  time  I  started  myself  with  the  men,  the  large  sledge  being-  as 
good  as  ever,  which  Dr.  Domville  informed  me  was  chiefly  owing  to  the 
zeal  and  activity  of  Joseph  Gibson  and  Joseph  Parr.  On  the  19th  I 
arrived  on  board  (when  I  found  that  Captain  M'Clure  and  Dr.  Domville 
had  only  preceded  me  two  or  three  hours),  the  whole  party  I  am  happy  to 
say  in  excellent  health  and  ready  for  any  service.. 

I  have  purposely  omitted  any  description  of  the  coast  of  Melville  Island'; 
it  would  be  superfluous  after  the  detailed  accounts  of  Sir  Edward  Parry 
and  Captain  M'Clintock.  Game  was  not  abundant ;  at  this  season  probably 
the  animals  continue  inland.  About  25  musk  oxen  were  seen,  and  a  few 
hares ;  as  mentioned  above  five  of  the  former  and  three  of  the  latter  were 
shot. 

"Banks  Land"  is  high  and  precipitous,  bearing  a  striking  resemblance 
to  the  coast  line  between  Capes  Providence  and  Dundas ;  it  however 
appears  barren.  I  did  not  observe  any  vegetation  until  the  cliffs  were 
passed ;  then  indeed  the  land  became  low  and  undulating  and  wore  a  different 
aspect,  the  dwarf  willoAV  was  very  abundant.  I  also  found  coal,  about 
40lbs.  was  gathered  in  a  very  few  minutes;  a  more  lengthened  search  would 
no  doubt  have  been  rewarded  with  a  plentiful  supply.  Traces  of  deer 
proved  that  they  frequent  the  vicinity,  but  none  were  seen ;  I  was  equally 
unsuccessful  Avhen  following  the  very  recent  track  of  a  bear  and  two  cubs. 

I  shall  now  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  state  of  the  ice  in  Banks  Strait. 
To  the  westward  of  a  line  drawn  from  Cape  Dundas  to  Cape  Hamilton, 
T  could  detect  nothing  but  heavy  unbroken  old  floe,  appropriately  named 
by  Captain  M'Clure  "stupendous  pack ;"  it  was  precisely  as  described 
by  Sir  Edward  Parry,  "  resembling  hill  and  dale ;"  some  of  the  hills  were 
40  or  50  feet  high  and  entirely  denuded  of  snow.  To  the  eastward  of  the 
above  line  there  were  many  large  pieces  of  this  floe,  but  the  general 
character  was  that  of  young  ice,  while  off  Cape  Providence  nothing  but 
continuous  young  ice  was  to  be  seen.    The  hummocks  it  is  almost  impos- 
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Journal  of  giblc  to  (lescrlbc  ;  they  were  very  heavy  and  formed  of  thick  ice,  from  which 

nant  Bedford  Piin.       t  •   /•     ii  "i.         '  j."     i  i  •    i      i'  j  i  rni 

1  inter  the  Ntraits  were  open  at  a  late  period  ot  the  year.  J  he  range  over 
which  I  travelled  must  have  been  formed  by  considerable  pressure,  caused, 
I  imagine,  by  a  meeting  of  the  tides.  During  last  summer  there  was 
undoubtedly  a  considerable  body  of  water  in  the  Straits,  sufficient  I  dare 
say  to  effect  the  passage,  had  not  an  immense  floe  completely  blocked  the 
entrance  of  the  "  Harbour  of  Mercy,"  and  thus  prevented  the  "  Investi- 
gator "  from  making  her  escape. 

Having  commenced  travelling  somewhat  earlier  than  usual  in  these 
regions,  it  may  not  be  amiss  to  offer  a  few  remarks  upon  the  expediency 
of  doing  so  as  a  general  rule.  Experience  has  proved  that  the  intense  cold 
of  early  spring  may  be  successfully  combated  by  adopting  proper  precau- 
tions, and  I  still  adhere  to  the  opinion  expressed  in  a  former  letter,  that,  if 
necessary,  the  1st  of  March  is  not  too  early  to  start;  on  the  17th  of  that 
month,  1850,  while  serving  on  board  the  "  Plover,"  I  set  out  on  a  journey 
which  occupied  57  days  without  even  a  tent.  It  is  however  ques- 
tionable whether  there  is  any  advantage  to  be  gained  by  starting  so  very 
early  in  the  season,  as  the  extra  Aveight  of  food  and  clothing  necessarily 
delay  the  sledges  considerably.  A  short  journey,  indeed,  say  400  or  500 
miles  with  dogs  instead  of  men,  could  be  most  successfully  performed  during 
the  month  of  March,  or  even  earlier  in  cases  of  emergency.  The  inner  tents 
I  found  to  answer  the  purpose  for  which  they  were  intended ;  they  could 
not  have  been  more  severely  tested  than  during  the  storm  mentioned  above 
when  the  temperature  was  36°  below  zero. 

I  cannot  finish  this  letter  without  mentioning  the  extraordinary  perform- 
ance of  the  dogs.  These  useful  animals  dragged  about  1,000  lbs.,  and 
travelled  with  that  load  as  fast  as  a  man  could  walk ;  two  men  were 
attached  to  the  sledge,  but  their  services  were  only  required  over  hum- 
mocky  ice,  where,  of  course,  it  would  have  stopped  but  for  their  assistance. 

I  have  now  to  recommend  the  men  serving  under  my  command  to  your 
favourable  consideration ;  where  all  did  their  duty  alike  it  would  be  diffi- 
cult to  make  a  distinction.  I  shall  not  therefore  attempt  to  do  so,  but 
merely  state  my  entire  satisfaction  with  their  conduct  during  a  journey 
diversified  by  many  trying  vicissitudes. 

I  have,  &c. 

B.  C.  T.  PiM. 


Journal. 

Thursday,  10th  March  1853.— 8.30.  a.m.  Left  the  "Resolute,"  accom- 
panied by  the  captain  and  officers  of  both  vessels.  The  thermometer  at  6.  a.m. 
showed  —  51°,  but  at  starting  had  risen  to  — 45° —  41°;  this  intense  cold, 
however,  did  not  prove  inconvenient,  the  weather  being  perfectly  calm. 
Upon  passing  the  hummocks  7};  of  a  mile  to  the  southward  of  Dealy  Island, 
my  sledge  fell  over  on  its  side,  and  all  the  poppetts  were  broken  short  ofi"; 
this  accident  occasioned  considerable  delay,  but  at  11  a.m.  the  stores 
having  been  packed  u])on  anotlier  sledge,  we  again  proceeded.  At  noon  the 
captain  returned  to  have  another  sledge  prepared,  the  one  at  present  in  use 
showing  symptoms  of  weakness.  At  1  parted  company  with  the  officers 
and  men  who  had  assisted  us  thus  far  on  our  road.  At  4  I  despatched 
Mr.  Jloche  to  tin;  ship  with  one  man  and  the  dogs,  to  bring  out  the  new 
sledge  early  tiie  following  morning.  5.30.  Encamped  al)out  eight  miles 
W.S.W,  of  the  ship.  The  spirit  lamps  of  the  auxiliary  party  broke  down 
at  the  first  trial,  and  as  every  endeavour  to  repair  or  patch  them  up 
j)r()ved  fruitless  and  occMsioned  sonu^  scn'ere  frostbites,  f  was  reluctantly 
obliged  to  bui'n  tiic  spirit  in  !in  open  tin,  a,  very  nuich  more  (expensive 
mode  of  cooking. 

I'ridaij,  l\/h  March. — During  the  night  a,  bree/e  sprang  up  from  the 
northvviird,  which  towards  morning  Creshened  int-o  a,  heavy  gnle ;  tlu>  snow 
drill  was  so  thick  that  an  objcc^l,  1 5  ynrds  disliuit  wiis  (•()ni|)leti'ly  hidden 
from  view;  we  were  then  lore  closely  conlined  to  llu^  tents,  no  one  biMngiihle 
to  face  the  bicc/c.  'I'hc  I'ol lowing  diiy  il,  blew  I'urioiisly,  without  inicr- 
mishion  ;  at  night  occaHionid  lulls  in  the  storm  ga,ve  me  a,  hope  ol'  lelcasii 
the  next  inormiig,  hut  disMppointnieiit  followed,  ;uid  Nunday  was  also 
sprni,  Hs  t  he  two  previous  da ys  had  been.  The  gale,  h()^v^•\■('r,  was  broken,  aiul 
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Monday,  \4tJi  March,  proved  fine,  to  the  great  delight  of  all ^the  party,  Lieat-i/nt'™^'"*", 

who  were  heartily  tired  of  so  long  an  imprisonment.  During  this  detention   1 

of  three  da_ys  and  four  nights,  the  tents,  although  much  shaken,  afforded 
good  protection  from  the  storm;  the  snow-drift  rapidly  accumulating  around 
them  soon  formed  a  sort  of  v/all,  and  thus  at  once  fixed  the  tents  firmly 
in  their  position,  and  added  considerably  to  the  warmth  of  the  interior. 
The  temperature  in  the  open  air  averaged  —  36°,  inside  the  tents  it  was 

—  20°,  but  we  were  enabled  to  increase  it  to  zero  when  cooking  ;  and  even 
smoking  made  a  considerable  difference.  I  shall  not  enlarge  upon  the 
misery  of  this  detention,  suffice  it  to  say  the  hardship  was  borne  in  the 
best  spirit.  9-30  a.m.  Mr.  Roche  arrived  with  the  new  sledge,  and  a 
letter  of  condolence  from  Captain  Kellett ;  it  was  noon,  however,  before  I 
was  enabled  to  start,  as  the  men  were  completely  benumbed  alter  so 
long  a  confinement  in  their  bags.  At  6  encamped  about  3  miles  S.S.E. 
of  Cape  Bounty,  weather  calm  and  clear,  temperature  —  26°.  Although 
keeping  some  distance  off  shore,  I  found  the  young  floe  much  broken 
up,  and  consequently  our  progress  was  less  rapid  than  I  had  anticipated.  » 

Tuesday,  \bth  March. — 9  a.m.  Started;  as  we  advance,  the  leads  (or 
open  spaces  of  clear  ice)  in  the  young  floe  increase  considerably  in  size,  and 
prove  good  travelling,  which  with  the  assistance  of  a  light  easterly  wind, 
just  filling  the  sails,  enable  us  to  make  rapid  progress.  At  6,  when  we 
encamped,  15  miles  had  been  accomplished,  making  our  position  about 
6  miles  E.  by  S.  of  Point  Hearne.    Weather  thick  and  misty,  temperature 

—  25°,  the  land  indistinct. 

Wednesday,  l6th  March. — This  morning  I  determined  to  part  company 
with  the  auxiliary  party,  and  therefore  ordered  Mr.  Roche  to  proceed  to 
Point  Hearne  with  the  depot  prepared  for  that  place,  and  then  make  the  best 
of  his  way  to  the  ship.  One  of  the  men  belonging  to  my  sledge. 
Sergeant  Rd.  Hobbs,  R.M.,  being  very  unwell  from  the  effects  of  our  late 
confinement,  I  was  obliged,  most  unwillingly,  to  send  him  back,  taking 
John  McLean,  A.B.,  a  volunteer  from  Mr.  Roche's  crew,  in  his  place.  The 
sergeant,  who  is  an  excellent  man,  was  much  affected  by  this  decision, 
and  begged  hard  to  be  allowed  to  go  on,  which,  of  course,  could  not  be  per- 
mitted. 10.  Exchanged  cheers  and  parted  company.  Aided  by  a  light 
easterly  wind,  we  soon  lost  sight  of  Mr.  Roche's  party,  and  at  3  reached 
the  old  floe  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  hummocks  off  Point  Hearne, 
where  some  difficulty  was  experienced  in  getting  through,  after  which  we 
proceeded  close  along  the  land.  6.  Encamped  near  the  grounded  hum- 
mocks on  the  beach,  having  accomplished  about  10  miles.  The  wind  late 
in  the  afternoon  drew  round  towards  the  north,  the  weather  cleared,  and 
the  evening  turned  out  a  beautiful  one.    Temperature  —  23°. 

Thursday,  17 th  March.. — 9  a.m.  Started.  By  keeping  close  to  seaward 
of  the  hummocks  found  a  good  road ;  the  sledges  appeared  to  drag  heavily 
without  the  sail,  but  as  the  morning  advanced,  a  light  easterly  wind 
helped  us  a  little ;  at  noon  it  freshened,  drew  round  to  the  northward,  and 
sent  them  along  at  a  good  rate.  4.  Observed  a  herd  of  musk  oxen  on 
the  hills ;  started  in  pursuit,  leaving  orders  to  encamp  at  5.  30. ;  arrived 
within  a  I;  of  a  mile  I  was  seen  by  the  look-out  bull,  and  the  whole  herd 
eight  in  number  were  instantly  on  the  alert,  and  proved  too  wary  to  allow 
me  sufficiently  close  to  ensure  killing  one  of  them.  Shortl}^  afterwards  they 
gallopped  off,  and  I  returned,  luckily  finding  the  tents,  which  were  pitched 
not  far  from  the  beach,  as,  in  the  mean  time,  the  wind  had  freshened  con- 
siderably, with  the  usual  snow-drift,  and  before  midnight  blew  a  gale,  giving 
rise  to  the  pleasant  anticipation  of  another  three  days'  detention.  Wind 
N.N.W.,  temperature —  18°,  At  noon,  by  placing  the  thermometer  in  the 
sun,  it  rose  6°. 

Friday,  18th  March. — A  strong  gale  from  N.N.W.,  accompanied  by 
clouds  of  snow-drift,  necessarily  confined  us  to  the  tents,  but  a  temperature 
of  —  5°  made  this  imprisonment  much  more  endurable  than  the  previous 
one.  Late  in  the  afternoon  (4  p.m.)  the  gale  moderated,  and  as  I  was 
extremely  anxious  to  obtain  a  supply  of  beef  for  the  dogs,  a  party  of 
volunteers  with  Dr.  Domville  at  their  head  were  despatched  to  have  another 
trial  at  the  musk  oxen.  J ust  before  dusk  they  returned  unsuccessful,  having 
found  the  herd  quite  as  much  on  the  alert  as  yesterday.  Wind  moderate 
from  the  N.E. 

4  N  4 
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Jom-nai  of  Safurdfii/,  \^tli.  M<irc]i . — 8.  Started;  marclicd  close  to  the  hummocks 

lant  Bedford  Pim.  ^^^j  fouiid  tlic  floc  still  smootli  ai)d  good ;  made  rapid  progress  before  a 
N.  Ely.  wind.  Noon.  We  are  now  approacliing'  Lieut.  Hamilton's  depot, 
and  to  avoid  passing  it  broke  through  the  hummocks  and  proceeded  along 
the  beach ;  the  road  here  proved  very  different  from  that  we  have  left. 
Soft  snow,  into  vv'hich  the  sledges  sank  up  to  the  battens  and  occasional 
patches  of  gravel,  delayed  us  much.  At  5.30  the  weather  became  so 
thick  that  1  was  obliged  to  encamp  to  avoid  missing  the  depot  which  is 
within  a  short  distance  of  us.    Temperature  zero,  thick  snow. 

Sunday,  ^Oth  March. — The  morning  proved  clear.  Cape  Providence  very 
distinct  about  fourmiles,  the  depot  also  plainly  visible  about  a  quartcrof  a  mile 
ahead.  Sent  Dr.  Domville  on  with  the  "  John  Barrow,"  while  I  proceeded  with 
the  dog  sledge  to  pick  up  Mr.  Hamilton's  depot ;  found  it  in  excellent  preser- 
vation, not  a  sign  of  any  animal  having  been  in  its  vicinity.  Packed  the 
provisions  on  the  sledge,  and  started  for  the  Cape,  10.0.  Arrived  and  found 
the  men  busy  unpacking  the  depot ;  they  reported  sad  havoc  among  the 
provisions,  evidentl}^  from  the  visit  of  bears  and  foxes  ;  some  of  the 
preserved  meat  tins  were  found  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  westward  of  the 
Cape.  A  potatoe  case  was  bent  double  and  completely  rifled  of  its  contents. 
A  wooden  box  also  broken  open  and  the  greater  part  of  its  store  gone, 
besides  many  useful  articles  of  my  own.  The  following  is  a  list  of  pro- 
visions lost  or  destroyed  : — 

Preserved  meats,  521bs.  ;  biscuit,  112lbs.  ;  cocoa,  .5lbs.  ;  sugar,  14ozs.  ; 
tobacco,  lib.  12ozs. ;  rum,  2  galls.;  spirits  of  wine,  1^  galls.;  stearine  361bs. 

During  the  rest  of  the  day  the  people  were  employed  packing  the  stores 
upon  the  sledges,  and  preparing  a  depot  to  be  left  for  our  return.  In  the 
meantime  I  ascended  the  cape,  and  found  the  cairn  and  staff  undisturbed ; 
the  little  bottle,  however,  was  nowhere  to  be  found,  but,  as  the  hole  in 
the  cairn  into  which  it  had  been  placed  was  evidently  the  abode  of  a  fox 
his  marks  being  plainly  visible,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  anima 
must  having  taken  it  away.  The  cairn  nevertheless  v/as  carefully  removed 
stone  by  stone,  but  without  finding  any  trace.  On  returning  to  the  tents 
the  depot  was  completed.  It  consisted  of  the  following  provisions  : — • 
Preserved  meats,  44lbs.;  pemmican,  40lbs  ;  biscuit,  50lbs.;  bacon,  2121bs.; 
cocoa,  5lbs.  8ozs.  ;  sugar,  5lbs.  Sozs. ;  tobacco,  3lbs.  ;  rum,  2  galls. ;  some 
spare  clothing,  mocassins,  dogs'  meat,  and  a  Minie  rifle  with  bullets. 

The  sledges  were  also  stowed,  that  dragged  by  the  men  carrying  a  weight 
of  l,438lbs. ;  while  the  other  drawn  by  the  dogs  was  loaded  with  l,2881bs. 
consisting  of  40  days'  provisions,  fuel,  &c.  for  three  men,  besides  dogs' 
meat,  and  some  bacon  and  pemmican.  The  weather  during  the  day  has 
been  remarkably  warm  (+  10,)  with  an  increase  of  6°  or  8°  in  the  sun. 
Wind  light  from  the  eastward,  weather  misty  and  hazy,  Avith  occasional 
snow. 

Mondmj,  21.s7  March. — Instead  of  rebuilding  the  cairn  upon  the  summit 
of  "  Cape  Providence,"  I  jilaccd  the  staff  and  flag  upon  the  hummocks,  as 
affording  a  more  conspicuous  mark  to  Dr.  Domville  on  his  return  ;  a  tin 
containing  the  usual  notice  was  lashed  to  the  })ikc.  9-0.  Started  under  sail, 
with  a  fair  north-easterly  wind.  The  floe  here  is  very  good,  the  best  I  have 
seen,  forming  a  nai-row  sli'ip  from  the  base  of  the  eliffs  about  600  or  700 
yards  to  seaward  ;  wliere  nothing  but  broken  up  ice  accumulated  to  a 
considerable  height  could  l)e  seen.  'J'he  sledges  travel  as  fast  as  the  men 
can  walk,  while  I  i)eat  up  llu;  beach -with  fheho])e  of  shooting  a  hare  or  two 
for  the  dogs,  which  I  am  now  obh'ged  to  feed  upon  preserved  meats.  G.O. 
Kn(;amped,  having  iicconipHshed  ;d)out  14  miles.  Tlie  search  for  game 
unCortunately  proved  inisucessCul,  not  a  single  animal  ha\'ing  been  seen. 
Shortly  before  ])it('hing'  the  (ents,  the  "  wall"  desci'ibed  by  Sir  Kdward 
Parry  was  pas.scd  ;  it  is  now  as  related  in  ('aptain  JM' Clin  lock's  journal, 
merely  a  j)illai'  and  iippc;ars  rapidly  falling  to  pieces.  Weather  misty. 
'JVmperatiirc  +  20,  every  one  of  Ihc  |);ir(y  complaining  of  this  unusual 
degree  of  heat 

'/'//m/^///,  22r/  Ahinh.  '^'Sk  SI;m  Ic(I  ;  the  wind,  wliicli  liere  appc'ars  to 
(bilow  the  trend  (»!' I  lie  hnid,  conl  inucs  Inii-.  Il()i:-lrd  the  sail  and  made  good 
progrc.iH  over  an  cxcellcnl.  Hoc,  which,  however,  |)ereeptil)ly  decreases  in 
widtii  UH  wc  udvuuce  ;  the  boundary-line  of  lumnnoeLs  is  moje  imd  jnore 
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Lieutenant  Bedford  Pim, 


ruffffed  and  intermingled  with  very  old  floe  pieces,  like  frozen  waves.    A  Journal  of 

solitary  raven  flew  near  the  sledges,  an  event  deplored  by  the  men  as  an 
ill  omen.  5.30.  Encamped  close  to  a  cliff,  which  (as  the  narrow  strip  of 
smooth  ice  here  almost  ceases,  just  as  described  by  Captain  M'Clintock,) 
I  take  to  be  Cape  Dundas.  Observed  the  recent  track  of  a  bear.  While  the 
party  -were  pitching  the  tents,  Dr.  Domville  and  I  Avalked  or  rather  scrambled 
to  the  top  of  the  cliff,  and  came  upon  a  herd  of  1 1  musk  oxen  ;  I  had  a  shot 
with  my  only  bullet ;  a  cow  was  the  victim,  but  after  falling  apparently 
disabled,  she  got  up  and  made  off  with  the  rest ;  having  no  more  ammunition 
with  me,  she  was  lost.  A  subsequent  chase,  when  replenished  from  below, 
proved  also  unsuccessful.  The  prospect  from  our  lofty  position  was 
unfortunately  obscured  by  a  haze,  which  shrouded  Banks  Land  and  the 
floe,  and  prevented  a  satisfactory  view  of  either  ;  the  little  that  was  seen  of 
the  floe  was  most  discouraging,  nothing  but  hummocks  and  rough  ice. 
Returned  to  the  tents.  The  men,  upon  hearing  my  failure  v/ith  the  oxen, 
at  once  attributed  the  bad  luck  to  the  raven,  and  many  were  the  male- 
dictions shov/ered  upon  the  ill-omened  bird.  During  my  absence  a  depot 
of  two  da}' s'  provisions  had  been  prepared  ;  it  was  securely  buried  under  the 
cape,  and  at  a  short  distance  a  bamboo  staff  erected,  having  the  usual 
notice  lashed  to  it.  The  depot  consists  of  pemmican,  1  case  ;  biscuit,  30lbs. ; 
cocoa  and  sugar,  4  days  for  8  men ;  tea  and  sugar,  2  days  for  8  men  ; 
ram,  2  gallons. 

Wednesday,  23c?  March. — At  8  a.m.,  started,  and  commenced  the  passage 
of  the  Strait,  the  men  dragging  1,351  lbs.,  the  dogs  1,201  lbs.  Found  the 
appearance  of  the  floe  from  "  Cape  Dundas"  had  not  proved  deceptive;  the 
ice  was  thrown  up  in  the  wildest  confusion  and  almost  impassible,  being 
heavy  hummocks  of  apparently  last  year's  formation.  After  a  day  of  severe 
toil  succeeded  in  gaining  about  three  miles.  Wind  S.E.;  weather  still  misty 
and  hazy,  although  overhead  it  is  comparatively  clear  and  the  sun  shines 
brightly,  causing  a  glare  most  painful  to  the  ej^es.    Temperature,  —  5°. 

Thursday,  24/A  March. — At  8  a.m.  started,  found  the  travelling  a  little 
better,  large  pieces  of  floe,  principally  old,  intervening  between  the 
hummocks.  Weather  flne  overhead,  but  the  same  provoking  haze  prevents 
my  seeing  any  distance,  and  from  the  constant  strain  to  the  eyes  is 
•bringing  on  snow-blindness,  a  malady  the  pain  of  vdiich  can  only  be 
understood  by  those  who  have  suffered  from  it.  Accomplished  about 
four  miles.    Wind  S.E.;  temperature,  —  12°. 

Friday,  2bth  March.  —  At  8  a.m.  started.  The  floe,  if  floe  it  can  be 
called,  proved  bad  indeed :  hummocks  after  hummocks  followed  each 
other  in  apparently  endless  succession,  sometimes  composed  of  very  old, 
then  young  ice ;  on  the  former  the  surface  was  so  glassy  and  uneven  that 
the  men  could  scarcely  stand,  on  the  latter  the  snow  had  filled  up  the 
interstices,  into  which  men  and  sledges  sank  deeply  at  every  step ;  in  short, 
after  a  hard  day's  work  m'C  only  accomplished  2-|  miles  W.S.W.,  that 
direction  appearing  better  than  the  proper  road.  During  the  day  I  was 
obliged  to  employ  my  whole  force  upon  one  sledge  at  a  time.  One  of  the 
men,  John  Silvey,  has  taken  a  violent  dislike  to  pemmican,  which  is  the 
principal  article  of  diet ;  although  excessively  hungry  he  cannot  overcome 
this  aversion,  and  is  consequently  unable  to  drag  as  well  as  the  others, 
who  enjoy  a  good  meal  of  this  highly  nutritious  and  excellent  food.  Wind, 
S.E.  Weather  still  hazy;  temperature, —  13°. 

Saturday,  26th  MarcJi,. — This  morning  we  began  work  by  breaking 
through  some  hummocks  more  formidable  than  ever ;  at  last  it  became 
absolutely  necessary  to  unload  and  carry  our  baggage  over  on  tlie  men's 
backs ;  it  seems  wonderful  that  the  sledges  have  not  been  broken  to  pieces 
long  since.  After  much  toil  succeeded  in  getting  through,  but  at  5.30, 
when  we  encamped,  only  \  a  mile  had  been  gained  in  a  W.N.W.  direction, 
although  a  large  portion  of  the  stores  were  some  distance  in  advance. 
Wind  S.E-ly,  accompanied  with  snow;  temperature,- — 5°.  All  the 
hummocks  passed  to-day  were  of  young  ice,  and  probably  last  year's 
formation. 

Sunday,  '2']th  March. — 7  a.m.  Started,  beautiful  day,  quite  calm.    At  9 
passed  the  depot  left  last  evening ;  afterwards  found  the  road  much  better, 
mostly  3'Oung  ice,  the  floe  pieces  of  some  extent  intervening  between  the 
ill.  4  o 
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Journal  of  hummocks.  2  P.M.  Pitched  the  tents  and  went  back  with  the  empty  sledges 

 1  for  the  depot.     "'.  Returned  to  the  camp,  having  aUogctlier  uccomph'>shcd 

about  4  miles  S.S.W.    Temperature,  —  4".. 

Monde///,  2Qth  March. — 8  a.m.  Started ;  another  beautiful  day.  Found 
the  floe  composed  of  alternate  old  and  young  ice,  with  hummocks  thrown 
up  at  their  point  of  contact,  through  which  it  was  necessary  to  double  bank 
the  sledges,  and  break  a  road.  Ascended  a  large  hummock,  about  40  feet 
in  height,  from  which  I  obtained  a  good  view ;  about  3  miles  to  the  E.S.E. 
the  floe  pieces  were  of  considerable  size,  mostly  young  ice,  in  the  opposite 
direction,  on  the  contrary,  the  floe  was  old  but  also  of  some  extent ;  I  had 
therefore  the  mortification  to  find  that  I  had  actually  been  travelling  during 
the  thick  weather  over  a  regular  vein  of  stupendous  hummocks,  when  a 
few  miles  to  the  right  or  left  would  have  cleared  the  greater  part,  and 
brought  the  sledges  upon  a  comparatively  good  road.  During  the  day, 
the  mirage  had  so  refracted  distant  objects  that  I  felt  sure  Banks  Land 
was  plainly  visible,  but  upon  ascending  the  above-mentioned  hummock  the 
deceptive  appearance  vanished,  and  not  a  sign  of  land  was  to  be  seen. 
6.0  P.M.  Encamped,  having  accomplished  about  4  miles  W.S.W.  Temp. — 1.3°. 

Tuesday,  '2\)th  JMarcli. — 8.-0.  Started;  weather  thick,  with  snow;  hght  S.E. 
wind.  Travelled  more  to  the  westward  than  the  direct  course,  with  a  view  of 
passing  the  hummocks  and  getting  upon  the  old  floe  seen  yesterday.  9-0  a.m. 
Weather  cleared ;  Melville  Island,  and  blufiTieadland  to  the  westward  of  Liddon's 
Gulf,  plainly  visible.  9-30.  Breeze  freshened,  set  the  sail.  11.0  a.m.  Arrived 
at  some  very  heavy  hummocks,  in  crossing  which  the  large  sledge  fell  over 
and  broke  every  poppet  on  the  right  side;  the  constant  straining  and  working 
must  have  weakened  them.  Unpacked,  pitched  the  tent,  and  upon  examina- 
tion found  the  sledge  so  badly  broken  as  to  be  unable  to  proceed  without  con- 
siderable loss  of  time.  I  therefore  determined  to  push  on  with  the  dogs,  as 
I  considered  it  of  the  utmost  importance  to  reach  the  "  Harbour  of  Mercy" 
as  quickly  as  possible.  The  following  is  a  copy  of  my  orders  to  Dr.  Dom- 
ville  on  my  being  obliged  to  detach  him: 

"  Dear  Doctor,  Tuesday,  29th  March  1853. 

"  After  our  unfortunate  accident  I  consider  the  only  course  to  be  adopted 
is  for  you  to  proceed  back  again  to  "  Cape  Dundas,  "with  the  wounded  sledge. 
You  must  do  this  by  slow  degrees,  taking  the  provisions  on  with  you,  I  con- 
sider it  best  for  you  to  remain  there,  snugly  encamped  behind  some  hummocks 
and  await  my  return,  which  will  be  in  less  than  a  fortnight.  Be  particular  in 
erecting  a  conspicuous  mark  with  your  sheers  on  the  high  land  of  Cape 
Dundas,  as  a  guide  for  me.  You  are  perfectly  aware  of  my  orders  and  the 
object  of  our  journey,  and  I  am  sure  I  shall  not  find  you  less  zealous  in  this 
trying  position  tlum  you  have  been  since  leaving  the  ship.  I  shall  leave  the 
Harbour  of  Mercy  with  the  utmost  despatch,  and  perhaps  overtake  you 
l)efore  you  arrive  at  Cape  Dundas. 

Yours  truly,  B.  C.  T.  Pim. 
"  P.S.  Tic  very  carcvl  ui  of  the  provisions,  and  do  not  leave  them  exposed 
more  than  one  night  <m  the  floe.  Should  the  health  of  your  men,  or  any  other 
unforeseen  circumstance,  compel  you  to  return  to  the  ship,  you  will  lea\x  a 
notice  dated,  <&c.,  at  every  encampment  as  a  guide  for  me.  Be  jiarticular  in 
having  the  provisions  well  secured  at  Cape  Dundas,  and  be  carel'ul  thattliey 
are  all  brought  to  timt  place." 

In  answer  to  the  above  Dr.  Domville  handed  nic  the  following  note : 

"  Dear  Pim,  29th  March  1853. 

"  In  the  luiforeseen  flUemma  tliat  wo  arc  now  placed,  1  consider  that  the 
Kal'cst  and  most  expedient  course  to  be  ado])ted,  is  to  place  t  he  ])rovisions  in 
a  strong  snow  hut  on  the  floe  wliere  we  now  are,  erect  the  sheers  upon  it,  and 
take-  the  bearing  by  cojnpas.s,  returning  to  Ihe  ship  with  the  intelligence  of 
our  disasfcr  ii«  soon  as  ])os8ible.  Your  projected  plan  of  transj)orting  the 
tilings  back  to  Cape  Dundas  and  awaiting  your  return  must  of  neceatiity 
leave,  two-thirds  ol  lli<'  ])i-ovisi()ns  exposcul  civery  night,  during  this  ])erio(l 
<;f  at  h  iist  !i.  (brtnight,  and  tluit  without  any  other  jjroteetion  llian  a  sail,  wc 
having  been  lutirthiit  time  with  two  sledges  accon)|)lisliingoin"  present  journey, 
and  conucquenlly  of  iu!C(^h8ity  muat  be  more  with  only  one  nieuus  of  con- 
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veyance  and  that  a  dilapidated  one.  By  this  method  Captain  Kellett  will  be  Journal  of 

aware  of  the  delay,  and  enabled  to  take  such  other  steps  as  he  may  think  ^^"'•'^  i^^™- 

expedient.  Yours  truly, 

(Signed)      '   W.  T.  Domville. 
"  P.  S.  With  a  light  sledge  I  could  reach  the  ship  and  return  to  the  pro- 
visions in  less  than  a  fortnight,  the  time  which  you  surinise  will  be  the  period 
of  your  absence." 

In  the  meantime  the  wind  had  gradually  freshened  and  noAv  blew  a  strong 
breeze,  accompanied  by  the  never-failing  drift,  but  having  packed  the  dog 
sledge  with  twelve  days'  provisions  and  a  depot,  and  enjoined  the  men  to 
cheerful  obedience  during  my  absence,  I  parted  company  and  pushed  on  to 
the  westw^ard.  6.0.  Encamped,  having  accomplished  about  four  miles  west. 

Wedncsdaij,  30fh  March. — 8.0  a.m.  Started;  found  the  wind  fresh  from 
the  N.W.  with  drift;  temperature — 18°;  pushed  to  the  westward  t;)  reach 
the  old  floe.  10  a.m.  Breeze  increased  to  a  gale  with  clouds  of  snow  drift; 
found  it  extremely  difficult  to  make  the  dogs  face  it.  2.0  p.m.  Encamped, 
frequent  frostbites  attesting  the  severity  of  the  weather ;  however  1  had  the 
satisfaction  of  gaining  at  least  six  miles,  the  old  floe  having  been  reached 
about  11  A.M. 

Thursday,  ?>\st  March. — 8.0.  a.m.  Started;  very  beautiful  daj^,  calm; 
temperature,  24°.  Had  a  fine  view  both  of  Banks  Land  and  Melville 
Island,  which  bear  a  most  remarkable  resemblance  to  each  other,  and  appear 
as  if  separated  by  some  grand  convulsion  of  nature.  As  vfe  advance  the 
floe  pieces  increase  in  size  and  afford  good  travelling.  2.0  p.m.  Arrived 
upon  a  very  extensive  young  floe  which  bids  fair  to  reach  the  shore.  5.0.  » 
Encamped,  having  accomplished  about  11  miles  W.S.W.  As  far  as  the 
eye  can  reach  towards  the  western  extremity  of  Bank's  Land  nothing  but  a 
chaos  of  hummocks  is  to  be  seen.  To  the  southward  and  eastward, 
however,  the  floes  continue  extensive ;  to-morrow,  therefore,  I  shall  be 
obliged  to  keep  in  that  direction,  and  hope  on  reaching  the  land  to  find 
smooth  ice,  similar  to  that  between  Cape  Providence  and  Dundas. 

Friday,  1  st  April. — 8  a.m.  Started ;  weather  thick  and  gloomy,  with 
increasing  easterly  wind.  10.30  a.m.  Passed  the  J'oung  ice  and  came 
upon  a  very  old  floe,  resembling  frozen  waves ;  hoisted  the  sail,  from  which 
much  assistance  was  derived.  6  p.m.  Encamped ;  distance  accomplished 
about  11  miles  S.  S.  W.  Temperature  —13.  During  the  day  I  have  been 
ver}^  unwell,  strength  quite  prostrated;  scarcely  able  to  walk  with  the  sledge. 

Saturday,  2nd  April. — Found  the  wind  had  freshened  to  a  gale  from 
S.E.  with  heavy-sno\v  drift,  necessarily  confining  us  to  the  tent,  v/hich  was 
not  so  much  to  be  regretted,  as  during  the  night  my  illness  had  increased 
and  I  could  not  have  moved.  The  cause  of  this  attack  I  am  at  a  loss  to 
conjecture,  but  its  effects,  great  debility,  &c.,  were  felt  some  time.  When 
at  its  height  and  in  great  pain,  the  captain  of  the  sledge  inquired  with 
great  simplicity  "  what  he  should  do  if  I  died,"  a  question  by  no  means 
pleasant  to  a  sick  man  far  removed  from  any  assistance. 

Sunday,  3;y/  April. — The  morning  proved  beautifully  fine,  quite  calm ; 
temperature  —21°.  Having  enjoyed  a  few  hours  sleep,  I  determined  to  push 
on.  11  A.M.  Started;  the  floes  as  we  near  the  land  becoming  smaller, 
old  ice  predominating.  5.30.  Passed  the  last  old  floe  piece,  and  came 
upon  the  young  ice  attached  to  the  beach.  I  was,  however,  disappointed 
in  my  expectation  of  a  clear  floe  close  to  the  land,  as  nothing  but  hummocks 
presented  themselves.  6.30.  Encamped  close  to  the  clitl's  ;  proceeded  to 
the  beach  and  buried  the  seven  days  depot  and  a  case  of  pemmican,  near 
which  the  yard  was  erected  to  mark  the  place.  The  land  is  of  sandstone 
formation  and  appears  extremely  barren,  not  a  vestige  of  vegetation  to  be 
seen.  Observed  an  old  bear  track.  Distance  travelled  about  7^  miles. 
Banks  Land  bears  the  most  striking  resemblance  to  the  opposite  side  of  the 
strait,  possessing  the  same  bold  cliffs  in  pj^-amidical  shaped  masses,  with  a 
narrow  strip  of  beach  attached  to  its  base.  On  the  north  side,  however, 
pasture  is  abundant,  which  may  be  accounted  for  by  its  southern  aspect. 

Monday,  4fh  April. — Left  a  record  at  the  depot  and  started  ;  v\"eather 
thick  and  gloomy  with  strong  south-easterly  wind  and  snow.  The  road  at 
first  was  pretty  good,  but  as  we  advanced  the  hummocks  became  very 
heavy  and  at  last  obliged  me  to  go  close  into  the  beach  y  here,  however, 
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Journal  of  matters  were  scarcely  better,  in  many  places  the  ice  liad  been  literally 

Lieutenant  Bedford  Pirn.  ^\Y[ven  40  or  50  feet  up  the  cliffs  almoyt  cutting  off  further  progress.  At 
3  P.M.,  having  cleared  these  impediments,  commenced  travelling  upon  the 
narrow  beach,  over  wln'ch  we  were  enabled  to  drag  tlic  sledge  more  easily  ; 
passed  some  old  bear  ti'acks.  6.30.  Encamped ;  distance  about  8  miles. 
Myself  and  men  have  been  most  anxiously  on  the  look  out  for  game  to 
supply  the  dogs,  their  food  having  dwindled  away  to  25lbs. ;  but  not  a  sign 
of  a  living  animal  was  to  be  seen.    Temperature  —  I''. 

Tuesday,  bth  April. — 8.  Started ;  fine  day,  light  south-easterly  wind ; 
temperature  —1°.  10  a.m.  Arrived  at  the  western  extremity  of  the  high 
cliffs,  left  the  sledge,  and  with  the  two  men  scrambled  to  the  top ;  from  this 
elevation  a  good  view  was  obtained  of  the  land  to  the  westward  which  is 
low,  rising  gradually  inland,  and  forming  round-topped  hills.  The  western 
extreme  of  the  Harbour  of  Mercy  was  visible,  but  I  could  not  distin- 
guish any  cairns,  or  other  evidence  of  the  vicinity  of  the  Investigator,  from 
which  (as  the  straits  were  undoubtedly  open  last  year,)  I  conclude  she  has 
made  the  North-west  passage.  Although  the  ground  Vv'as  covered  with 
footmarks  and  other  traces  of  rein-deer  none  were  seen,  much  to  my  disap- 
pointment, as  I  had  built  my  hopes  upon  replenishing  the  stock  of  dogs' 
meat,  and  had  taken  the  men  Avith  me  in  anticipation  of  bringing  back  a 
load  of  venison,  which  is  reported  to  abound  here.  Off  the  Point  the 
accummulation  of  hummocks  of  every  shape  and  sizev/as  surprising,  and  I 
really  believe  impassable  ;  a  short  distance  to  the  westward  the  floe  appears 
tolerable  for  travelling.  On  reaching  the  beach  (2  p.m.)  passed  the 
^  recent  track  of  a  bear  and  tvvo  cubs,  so  recent  indeed,  that  I  started  ofl".  in 

pursuit  hoping  to  overtake  the  animals,  but  after  half-an-hour's  walk  I 
returned  unsuccessful.  6  p.m.  Encamped,  having  accomplished  about 
10  miles. 

Wednesday,  6th  April. —  8  a.m.  Started  ;  kept  close  along  the  land 
weather  thick  and  hazy,  wind  north-easterly,  temperature  —12°.  As  we 
advanced,  I  again  ascended  the  highest  land  in  the  vicinity,  but  returned 
to  the  sledge  as  unsuccessful  as  yesterday.  The  men  reported  that  during 
my  absence  they  had  seen  deer  to  the  number  of  17  ;  left  the  sledge  and 
started  in  pursuit.  Upon  reaching  the  place,  one  of  the  men  pointed  out  the 
animals,  which  upon  a  nearer  approach  proved  to  be  three  hares  ;  they  loomed 
very  large  through  the  mist,  and  with  their  long  ears  erect  were  easilj- 
mistaken  for  much  larger  animals.  We  were  unable,  however,  to  get 
within  shot,  and  returned  to  the  sledge  much  disappointed  with  our 
excursion.  As  we  coasted  the  beach,  numerous  pieces  of  coal  were  seen  ; 
in  one  place  about  40lbs.  were  picked  up  within  the  space  of  a  few  yards ; 
the  dvvarf  willow  also  abounds  and  attains  a  considerable  size,  forming 
■\\it\i  the  coal  an  acceptable  supply  of  fuel  to  a  travelling  party.  10.  30. 
Arrived  upon  the  sea  ice  and  commenced  crossing  the  Bay  of  Mercy ;  the 
young  ice  extended  but  a  short  distance  from  the  land,  and  was  met  by  a 
large  solid  old  floe  covered  with  hummocks.  Having  seen  nothing  to  indi- 
cate the  vicinity  of  the  "  Investigator,"  I  now  made  up  my  mind  that  she 
had  left  the  bay,  and  accordingly  steered  right  across  it  with  the  intention  of 
tracing  the  whole  coast-line  in  search  of  her  cairn.  At  2  p.i\i.,  when  already 
half-way  over,  lit.  Hoile  reported  that  he  saw  something  black  up  the  bay; 
upon  looking  through  the  glass,  I  made  out  the  object  to  be  a  ship,  and 
inniiiKliatcly  altered  coui'su  for  her,  weather  gradually  clearing.  3  p.m.  Lef 
Uc-ui.  iMfoni  Pirn  mi-i-tji  tlic  slcdgc  aiul  vvciit  on  in  advance.  A  p.m.  Observed  ])e{)ple  walking  about, 
Willi  Captain  McfJiurc.      and  miulc.  out  a  Ciiim  and  staff  on  the  beacli.    The  old  floe  still  continues; 

it  is  thcrelbre  not  didicult  to  understand  ihe  icason  of  the  ship  being  still 
here.  5  p.m.  Arrived  within  100  yards  without  being  observed;  then, 
liowcver,  t  wo  ])('rsons  taking  exercise  on  the  ice  discovered  that  1  did  not 
belong  to  their  ship.  Upon  beckoning,  they  (piickly  a])|)roached,  and  proved 
to  be  ('apt.  M'( 'lure  and  I>ieul.  Ilaswell;  theii' surpiise,  and  I  may  add 
delight,  at- the  unexpccled  appeaianee  of  a  stranger  (avIio  seein(>d  as  it  were 
to  (hoj)  (Vorn  the  clouds)  it.  is  needless  attempting  to  describe.  One  of 
the  men  at  work  near  them  conveyed  Ihe  ne\vs  on-boa.rd,  and  in  an  inci'e- 
dible  short  lime  tJie  deck  was  crowded,  e\'ery  one  that  could  crawl  making 
l)is  ap])earancc,  t,o  h<'(^  the  slrnnger  and  hear  th(^  news.  'I'he  scene  which 
then  preHente(l  itHclf  can  never  be  elliiced  from  my  memory,  nor  can  I 
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impress  any  idea  of  the  joy  and  gladness  with  which  my  arrival  was  hailed.  Lieutenant^B^^ 
Captain  M'Clure  informed  me  that  every  attempt  to  obtain  traces  of  the  leutenantBedford Pim. 
missing  expedition  had  proved  fruitless,  after  the  most  persevering  search  ; 
also  that  nothing  had  been  seen  or  heard  of  Captain  Collinson's  ship  the 
"  Enterprise."  The  recital  of  proceedings  since  parting  with  the  "  Herald" 
in  Behring's  Straits  contained  a  series  of"  hair-breadth  escapes"  and  touching 
incidents  of  what  they  had  so  long  endured ;  the  unfortunate  loss  of  a  large 
portion  of  beef  compelled  the  captain  to  put  the  ship's  company,  during  the 
second  winter,  upon  short  allowance,  ^^b.  meat  and  fib.  flour  daily,  being 
the  principal  rations — a  miserable  pittance  for  hearty  men  in  these  bleak 
regions.  This  privation  had  been  borne  (18  months )  as  became  British  seainen, 
and  now  that  nothing  more  could  be  done  in  furtherance  of  the  great  object 
of  their  mission,  both  officers  and  men  looked  forward  in  the  coming  summer 
to  extricate  their  ship,  and  accomplish  that  truly  noble  and  national  under- 
taking, the  "  North-west  Passage.'"  To  effect  this,  Captain  M'Clure  had 
portioned  off  the  half  of  his  ship's  company  who  were  least  able  to  withstand 
a  fourth  winter,  under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Haswell ;  the  greater  number 
of  these  men  were  to  leave  for  Cape  Spencer  on  the  15th  instant,  take 
possession  of  the  boat  and  provisions  at  that  place,  and  from  thence  proceed 
on  board  a  whaler,  or  any  other  vessel  they  might  fortunately  fall  in  with, 
for  a  passage  home.  The  rest  under  Lieut.  Cresswell  would  proceed  down 
Prince  of  Wales'  Strait,  and  endeavour  to  reach  the  "  Mackenzie,"  from 
whence  it  would  be  comparatively  easy  to  reach  England.  All  these  men 
were  on  full  allowance,  to  prepare  them  in  some  measure  for  the  long  and 
arduous  journeys  they  were  about  to  undertake.  Captain  M'Clure 
himself,  with  the  remaining  half  of  the  men,  if  imsuccessful  in  extricating 
the  ship,  would  abandon  her  the  foilov>ring  spring,  taking  their  way  to  Point 
I^eopold,  down  Lancaster  Sound,  and  ultimately  on  board  any  whaler  they 
might  meet  with.  My  arrival  was  happilj^  in  time  to  prevent  these  journies, 
by  pointing  out  a  nearer  asylum  on  board  the  "Resolute  ;"  accordingly  the 
destination  of  the  first  half  was  changed  to  that  ship,  but  the  date  of 
departure  remained  the  sam.e.  There  being  still  some  time  before  the 
navigable  season  would  commence,  Capt.  M'  Clure  determined  to  proceed  to 
H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  and  communicate  with  Capt.  Kellett,  for  which  purpose 
a  light  sledge  with  seven  dragging  hands  was  prepared,  and  the  morning  of  the 
8th  fixed  for  his  departure,  upon  Vvdiich  day  also  I  was  to  return  to  my 
ship.  The  intermediate  time  was  one  of  much  excitement.  Having  been 
isolated  so  long  (three  years),  each  person  had  a  host  of  questions  to  ask,  one 
following  the  other  in  such  rapid  succession  that  I  found  it  almost  impos- 
sible to  answer  them.  The  first  death  in  this  little  community  had  taken 
place  the  evening  previous  to  my  arrival,  the  good  health  up  to  that  period 
being  attributable  to  causes  which  it  is  needless  for  me  to  allude  to.  Game 
fortunately  had  been  plentiful;  112  deer,  2  musk  oxen  (tlie  only  ones  seen 
in  the  bay),  besides  hares  and_  ptarmigan,  having  been  shot ;  at  this  time, 
however,  the  animals  were  scarce,  and  but  little  had  been  killed,  consequently 
there  was  nothing  for  the  dogs,  if  I  except  the  body  of  a  wolf  hardly  worth 
the  carriage. 

Friday,  8th  April.— 6  a.m.  Captain  M'Clure  left  for  H.M.  Ship 
"Resolute,"  and  at  8.  30  I  also  departed,  having  Jas.  M'Donald,  a  sufferer 
from  scurvy,  under  my  charge  for  conveyance  to  that  ship.  The  day  was 
calm  and  beautiful.  Temperature  —  38°.  I  was  escorted  some  distance 
across  the  bay  by  Dr.  Armstrong  and  Mr.  Paine,  and  then  followed 
Capt.  M'Clure's  route.  Noon.  Overtook  him  encamped;  his  system  of  tra- 
velling differs  materially  from  ours,  instead  of  10  or  12  hours'  constant  work 
he  travels  six  and  rests  six  alternately.  I  should  have  thought  the  hours  for 
sleep  insufficient,  but  the  men  seem  to  like  the  method,  and  told  the  captain 
of  my  sledge  they  would  surel}^  beat  us  across  the  strait — not  at  all  unlikely, 
considering  the  wretched  state  of  the  dogs.  4.30  p.m.  Encamped.  The 
invalid  has  borne  this  his  first  day's  journey  admirably,  but  I  was  compelled 
to  encamp  much  earlier  in  consequence  of  his  weak  state.  Distance  about 
16  miles. 

Saturday,  ^tJi  April. — A  beautiful  calm  da}^,  temperature  —  21°.  8  a.m. 
Started,  and  at  11.0  once  more  overtook  Captain  M'Clure,  who  had  passed 
my  tent  in  the  night.    He  was  kind  enough  to  give  me  some  pemmican  for 
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  to  my  depot,  took  irom  it  sonic  bread  and  tmcon,  and  one  case  oi  pem- 

mican ;  re-buried  the  remainder.  The  doga  were  much  knocked  up  with 
this  long  day's  work,  but  M'Donald  lias  borne  the  journey  as  well  as 
yesterday. 

Sunday,  lOth  April. — Another  beautiful  day,  temperature  —  M'',  calm. 
Upon  leaving  the  tent  this  morning,  I  found  the  dogs  lying  about  with 
their  stomachs  much  distended;  the  provisions  on  the  sledge  were  anxiously 
examined,  but  as  nothing  was  missing  I  suppose  they  had  caught  a  seal, 
hare,  or  perhaps  a  number  of  lemming  ;  at  all  events  they  must  have  had  a 
feast,  which  was  a  perfect  Godsend  after  their  late  sliort  commons.  8  a.m. 
Started,  and  having  the  advantage  of  clear  vv^ather  I  found  a  wonderful 
difference  in  the  travelling,  avoiding  the  hummocky  ridges,  and  choosing 
a  comparatively  clear  floe.  Instead  of  following  the  old  tracks  I  steered 
more  to  the  eastward  in  pursuance  of  the  advice  given  me  by  Captain 
M'Clure,  who  told  me  that  last  year  he  found  the  best  road  in  that  direc- 
tion. 6  P.M.  Encamped,  having  travelled  about  1.3  miles  E.N.E.  Both 
the  old  and  young  floes  were  of  considerable  size,  the  latter  predomi- 
nating. The  glare  during  the  day  has  more  or  less  affected  the  whole 
party  with  snow-blindness. 

Monday,  11th  April. — 8  a.m.  Started,  still  enjoying  the  same  calm  beau- 
tiful weather,  temperature —  17°  Observed  several  lemming  holes  in  the 
snow,  but  did  not  see  any  of  the  little  creatures  themselves.  Noon,  we 
were  able  to  distinguish  Melville  Island.  6  p.m.  Encamped,  having  tra- 
velled about  14  miles  E.N.E.  Floes  similar  to  those  passed  yesterday. 
M'Donald  is  gradually  getting  better ;  I  fancy  the  liberal  scale  of  diet  is 
of  much  benefit  to  him. 

Tuesday,  1 2th  April. — The  fine  weather  has  at  length  departed ;  the 
morning  proved  raw  and  misty  wdth  a  S.E.  wind  ;  the  glare  on  the  surface 
of  the  snow  is  most  trying,  far  worse  than  when  there  is  an  unclouded 
sky  ;  8.0.  Started ;  by  noon  found  the  greatest  difficulty  in  leading,  being 
almost  blind.  4.30.  The  breeze  had  increased  to  a  gale  with  snow  and 
drift ;  encamped.  M'Donald  much  knocked  up,  although  strange  to  say, 
quite  free  from  snow-blindness.  Distance  accomplished  about  10  miles 
E.N.E.  Temperature,  —  7°.  Floes  principally  old  and  apparently  small,  but 
unable  to  see  any  distance. 

Wednesday,  I'Sth  April. — On  turning  out  we  were  delighted  to  find  a 
beautiful  day.  Cape  Dundas  very  distinct ;  I  could  make  out  the  cliff 
under  wdiicli  yvc  had  pitched  on  the  22d  ult.  8  a.m.  Started,  and  soon 
after  passed  our  encampment  of  the  27th.  Occasionally  broke  through 
some  heavy  hummocks,  but  by  keeping  to  the  eastward  found  the  floes 
comparatively  level,  principally  young  ice.  6  p.m.  Encamped,  a  light 
N.W-ly  wind  gradually  freshening.  Cape  Dundas  about  5  miles. 
M'Donald  has  borne  the  jolting  admirably,  but  has  been  and  now  is  in 
great  pain.  During  the  day,  the  sun's  rays  were  almost  powerful  enough 
to  melt  snow  on  tlie  stack-cloth. 

Thursday,  April. —  H  a.m.  Started;  weather  fine  and  clear.  Wind 
N- westerly  ;  made  sail.  Soon  after  starting,  got  among  the  shore  hummocks. 
9  30.  Saw  a  man  coming  to  meet  us,  from  wliom  I  learnt  t.liat  the  tent  was 
])ilchc(l  under  the  Cii])e  and  all  the  ])ro\  i,si()ns  safely  brought  in.  10. 
Arrived,  and  foinid  Dr.  Doniville  and  the  party  all  well.  Five  musk  oxen 
liad  been  shot  and  a  |)()rti()n  oC  the  meat  lia\  ing  been  brought  down  to  the 
tent,  I  was  (>nable(l  to  give  the  dogs  a  good  feed  ;  in  the  mean  time  tlie 
incn  were  Htriking  I  lie  tent  and  packing  the  sledge,  which  was  remarkably 
Avcll  rc|)a,ircd,  very  much  to  the  credit  of  .loseph  (iil)S()n  and  .I()sc])h  Parr; 
Jill  the  po|)])(  ts  had  been  rcfhiccd  and  I  he  sledge  was  as  sti'ong  as  ever  a. 
rCHull.  which  could  not  have  hecn  cxpecled  uiidci'  the  circumstances. 
Nof)ii;  started  again.  As  we  walked  along  I  connuunicatcd  all  1  he  ])artlcula,rs 
rclatingto  the  "Investigatoi-"  to  Dr.  Donnillc,  lo  whom  I  again  ga\{>  charge 
of  the  dog  «ledge  and  dircclcd  to  pioceed  wilhall  dispatch  to  I  lie  ship,  and 
inil'orni  ('a|)tain  Kellcll  of  our  proceedings  and  the  proxiniily  ol'  (!a|)(ain 
M'('hMc.  I'artcd  couipaiiy,  laii  hcing  I'avoiircd  with  a.  I'air  wind,  we  came 
up  lo  the  dog  sledge  at  7  I'-M-,  'uid  encamped  close  lo  Dr.  Domvilie's  tent. 
T  eni|)(  luturc  ■'•5".    J)iHt«ncc  accomplishecl,  ahout  1!)  miles. 
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Friday,  Ibth  April. — 7  a.m.    Started;  weather  gloomy,  witlisnow  ;  calm.  Journal  of 

Noon  ;  arrived  at  Cape  Providence,  took  some  bacon  from  the  depot,  and     I'i^^tenantBedford Pim. 
pushed  on.    Lost  sight  of  the  dog  sledge,  which  I  hope  Avill  arrive  some 
time  before  Captain  M'Clure.  2.30.  Weather  cleared  and  became  beautiful. 
6  P.M.  Encamped,  wind  freshening  from  N.W.     Cape  Providence  about 
9  miles  S.W.  hj  W. ;  temperature  — 12°. 

Saturday,  l6th  April. — 8  a.m.  Started;  weather  misty,  fresh  breeze. 
Made  sail  and  steered  more  off  shore  than  before.  Observed  two  herds  of 
musk  oxen,  but  did  not  go  in  pursuit.  6  p.m.  Encamped.  Point  Hearne 
N.E.  by  N.  about  11  miles.    Temperature — 18°. 

Sunday,  17 th  Api^U. — 8  a.m.  Started  ;  struck  in  shore  to  examine  the  depot 
at  Point  Hearne  ;  found  the  hummocks  very  heavy,  and  experienced  consider- 
able delay  in  consequence.  On  reaching  Point  Hearne  found  the  depot 
quite  safe.  6  p.m.  Encamped  about  2  miles  N.  by  W.  of  the  Point.  Wind 
light  from  the  N.  W.,  weather  cloudy,  temperature  — 10°. 

Monday,  I8th  April. — 8  a.m.  Started;  weather  thick  and  overcast, 
light  N. -westerly  wind  ;  temperature,  zero.  6  p.m.  Encamped.  Cape  Bounty 
about  4  miles  N.  E.  While  pitching  the  tent  saw  a  sledge  which  I  suppose 
to  be  Captain  M'Clure's ;  it  was  some  distance  to  seaward,  so  I  did  not 
communicate. 

Tuesday,  IQth  April. — 7  a.m.  Started;  determined  to  reach  the  ship  to- 
day. Walked  on  in  advance  to  pilot  Captain  M'Clure.  At  noon  arrived 
at  his  tent  and  found  that  himself  and  Dr.  Domville  had  left  about  an 
hour.  I  was  extremely  sorry  Dr.  Domville  had  missed  the  chance  of 
being  the  bearer  of  the  news  to  Captain  Kellett,  considering  it  would 
afford  him  gratification  to  do  so.  Proceeded  to  the  ship,  accompanied 
by  Mr.  Court,  Second  Master,  and  the  rest  of  Captain  M'Clure's  sledge 
crew.    6  p.m.  Arrived  on  board. 

B.  C.  T.  Pim, 
Lieutenant  in  command  of  Party. 


Travelling  Abstract. 


Date. 

Course  aud  Distance, 

Wind  and  Weather. 

Tliermometef. 

1853. 

Mar.  lOtli 

W.S.W.  8  miles  - 

Calm,  b.           -  - 

-51,-41 

nth 

Confined  to  the  tent      .       -  - 

North. -ly,  o  q.z. 

-36 

12th 

Ditto 

-36 

13th 

Ditto          -          -  - 

-36 

14th 

Cape  Bounty  N.N.W.,  2  or  3  miles 

Calm,  b.            -  - 

-26 

15th 

Pt.  Hearne  W.b.N.,  6  miles 

East.-ly  l.m.o.  - 

-25 

16th 

S.W.b.W.,  10  miles 

f  East.-ly,  North.-ly  1  to  5  ") 
1     ra  o.b.c.          -  -J 

-23 

17th 

Ditto      13  „ 

N.N.W.,  1.6.  o.q.s. 

-18 

18th 

Confined  to  the  tent 

r  N.N.W.,  N.E.,  8  to  2.  ) 
1    q.s.b.c.m.      -  -/ 

-  5 

19  th 

S.W.b.W.,  14  miles 

N.E.-ly  3.  1.  c.m.s. 

Zero. 

20th 

At  Cape  Providence,    arranging  i 
and  packing  depot       -          -  J 

East.-ly  1.  cm.  - 

-hlO 

21st 

Near  Cape  Hay,  14  miles  - 

N.E.-ly  2.  m.p.s. 

4-20 

22d 

Cape  Dundas,      12  „ 
W.S.W.,   3  miles 

+  5 

23d 

S.E.  2.  m.b. 

-  5 

24th 

West,       4     .,  ... 

-12 

25th 

W.S.W.,   2i    „               -  - 

-13 

26th 

W.N.W.,  IJ-  „ 

S.E.  1.  m.s. 

-  5 

27th 

S.S.W.,     4     „       -        -     ■  . 

Calm,  b.c. 

-  4 

28th 

W.S.W.,   4  „ 

-13 

29th 

West,       4     „       -          -  - 

S.E.  1.  m.s.  b.c.m. 

-  6 

3Cth 

West,        6  „ 
W.S.W.,  11  „ 

N.W.,  4  to  8  b.c. 

-18 

31st 

Calm,  b.c.  - 

-24. 

Apr.  1st 

2d 

S.S.W.,   11  „ 

East.-ly.,  2  to  4.  m.g. 

-13 

Confined  to  the  tent 

S.E.,  6  to  9.  m.o. 

-  9 

3d 

Banks  Land,  7^  miles 

Calm,  b.c.  - 

-21 

4th 

Along  the  land  to  the  west.-d,  i 
8  miles              -           -         -  j 

S.E.-ly.,  5.  rn.g.q.s. 

-  1 

5th 

Ditto        10  miles 

S.E.-ly,  3  l.b.cm.  - 

-  1 

6th 

H.M.S.  Investigator  14  miles 

N.E.-ly.,  2.  3.  cm. 

-12 

7th 

Ditto  Ditto 

-17 

4  04 
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Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Bedford  Pirn, 


Date. 


1853. 
Apr.  8  th 

9th 
loth 
11th 
12th 
13th 
14th 
15th 

16th 
17th 
18th 

19th 


Course  and  Distance 


Banks  Land 

Ditto 
E.N.E,, 

Ditto 

Ditto 

Ditto 


16  miles 
Ditto 

14  „ 
10  „ 
13  „ 


Near  Ft.  Hay  19  „ 
Cape  Providence, 

18  miles 
Along  the  land 
Near  Pt.  Hearne 
Near  Cape  Bounty 

H.M.S.  Eesolute 


S.W.b.W.9.m. 

15  miles 
14  „ 
14  „ 

20  „ 


Wind  and  Weather. 


Tlierrnojneter. 


Calm,  b.v. 


S.E.,  2.8.  m.o.s. 

Calm,  b.v. 

N  W.-ly.  2.3.  b.c.m. 

f  Calm,  m.g.s.  ) 

I  N.W.,  b.c.v.  / 

N.  W.-ly.,  4.  m.o. 

N.W.,  1 ,  cm. 

N.W.,  1.  m.o. 

/  N.N.E.,  1.  m.s.  j 


-38 
-21 
-14 
-17 
-12 

-  7 

-  5 

-12 

-18 
-10 

Zero 

+  6 


Number  of  days  absent 

Ditto  travelling  outward 

Ditto  detained  by  weather 

depots  and  other  causes 


Ditto 


-  41  days 

-  28  „ 


9' 


Total  detention 


Number  of  days  travelling  homeward 
Ditto  detained 

Distance  in  a  direct  line  - 
Ditto  actually  travelled 


-  12  „ 

-  none 

-  -  -  -  314  miles 

«  -  -  370  „ 

B.  C.  T.  PiM,  Lieutenant  in  command  of  Party. 


No.  11. 

Tonrnai  ofM.DeBraj-.ofthe  JouRNAL  of  the  PROCEEDINGS  oi  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "Marie,"  detached 
French  Marine.  i'rom  H.M.  Ship  '*  Kcsolute"  between  the  21st  September  and  8th 

October  1852,under  the  command  of  E.DeBray,  Enseigne  deVaisseau. 


Orders  to  Mr.  De  Bray,  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 
By  Henry  Kellett,  Esquire,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.  M.  S.  "Resolute." 
Having  placed  under  your  command  the  sledge  "  Marie,"  manned  with 
six  men,  and  provisioned  for  25  days,  you  will  place  yourself  under  the 
command  of  Lieutenant  Pirn,  and  follow  his  orders  for  your  future  pro- 
ceedings. 

You  will  be  careful  that  your  men  are  not  unnecessarily  exposed ;  that 
you  examine  and  incjuire  every  night,  before  getting  into  your  bags, 
wliether  any  of  your  crew  arc  suffering  from  frostbite,  particularly  in  the 
feet. 

That  you  caution  them  against  eating  snow  whilst  travelling,  receiAnng 
and  in(|uiring  from  tlic  experience  of  Lieutenants  Pim  and  Hamilton  any 
information  you  require. 

You  will  keep  a  record  of  your  proceedings,  to  be  transmitted  to  me  on 
your  retiu-n. 

Given    under  my  ]iand  on    board   H.M.S.    "  Ilesohite,"  AVinter 
Quarters,  Dealy  Island,  21st  September  1852. 

(Signed)       H.  Ivei,i,ktt,  Captain. 


A irrtiMN  'l^i!Avi';i,i,iN(;. 

JoiiHiNAi-  of  l*i(o('i';i;i)iN'(;s  IVoni  tlu;  22(1  Sepl cinlx  r  jo  the  8lh  October 
)H52,  of  ll.M.  Sledge  "  Mawik." 

Mr.  l)c  Bniy 
.loy.  H()l)bs. 
M'(!leun.  Ilnrboum. 
Pfilin-iil.  St.  ( !r()ix. 

'2'2f/.  (i/  >Sr/i/('//i//(r.  Sinrlcd  IVoni  Mic  i  Jii))  ni  71'.,  |)i'()('( cding  lovvurds  the 
•v\<  hI  point,  of  I  lie  i)cninHula  over  a  Hoc  covered  witli  a  lew  Irunrinocka,  and 
fVoiii  llic.r<-  l()\vnr<ls  flic  N.l'i.  bliMl";  flic  (loc  not  |){>ing  strong  enougli  io 
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go  in  more  direct  lines.  Flaltedfor  limcli  at  Oh.  15m.  Immediately  after,  ^o'^'s  ti-aveiied  -  oh.  45111. 
we  proceeded  in  the  direction  of  the  two  islands  near  Cape  Bounty.  nS'lXnshcd-' le  miles. 
Encamped  on  the  mainland  at  5h.  Dinner  at  6h.  7h.  30m.  All  the  crew  E".ca™pe'i  foi' vest  -  uhom-s. 
asleep,  in  good  health.  Temp,  .  -+'19^.'^ 

During  the  preparation  of  supper,  the  largest  cooking  apparatus  was 
rendered  useless  from  the  melting  of  the  solder.  I  would  recommend  that 
in  future  this  defect  be  guarded  against  by  braizing  the  metal.  From  this 
accident  about  a  pint  of  spirit  was  lost. 

22>d  of  September. — Breakfast  at  6h. ;  packed  the  sledge.     Started  at 
7h.  30m.,  proceeding  towards  the  channel  between  the  two"  islands  and  the  Hours  travelled  -oh. 
mainland,  over  a  very  smooth  floe.    At  noon  halted  for  lunch.    Clear  SEcotpHshed  iJm^^s 
weather;  the  breeze  freshening  from  the  eastward.    Made  sail,  leading  the  Encamped  for  rest  -  ish. 
sledge  between  a  large  range  of  hummocks  and  the  land.    Soon  after,  the  Teml  -  I  ?i5° 


Cape  Bounty,  bcai'iiig  E.N.E.  (true.) 


floe  becoming  dangerous  by  its  thinness,  we  were  obliged  to  reach  the  land, 
fortunately  covered  with  snow.  Encamped  at  4h.  30m.  The  weather  very 
gloomy,  with  snow  at  intervals.  Dinner  at6h.  At  8h.  all  the  crew  asleep, 
in  good  health. 

Observed  several  hare  tracks,  and  a  flock  of  ptarmigan  flying  very  high 
in  the  direction  of  the  S.W. 

24z'A  of  September. — Breakfast  at  6h.  30m.  Packed  the  sledge.  Started 
at  7h.  30m.  A  strong  northerl}'  breeze,  with  a  violent  snow-drift  mixed 
with  gravel  coming  from  the  land,  much  impeded  our  progress  ;  besides, 
the  young  ice  was  so  bad  that  great  caution  was  necessary.  At  10  o'clock 
to  prevent  any  accident,  we  all  unpacked  our  sledges  and  loaded  the  cart 
with  the  heaviest  packages.  Led  the  sledge  over  the  land,  and  after  a 
very  hard  labour  encamped  at  4h.  Dinner  at  6h.  30m.  At  8h.  all  the 
crew  asleep,  in  good  health. 

of  September. — Breakfast  at  7h.  30m.  The  wind  still  blowing. 
At  llh.  the  wind  being  over,  lunched,  packed  the  sledge,  and  started, 
leading  over  the  grounded  ice,  the  young  ice  having  disappeared  during  the 
night,  drifted  by  the  wind.  I  joined  company  with  Mr.  Pim,  who  had 
encamped  a  mile  further,  and  we  proceeded  towards  Winter  Harbour. 

Observed  a  large  herd  of  musk  oxen ;  Mr.  Pim  and  I  went  in  chase, 
and  fired,  but  without  success.  Encamped  near  the  depot  of  Fife  Harbour 
at  7h.    Dinner  at  8h. 

Burnt  a  rocket  in  answer  to  another  from  Mr,  Mecham  and  party. 
At  9h.  all  the  crew  asleep,  in  good  health.  During  this  v»'e  had  cloudy 
weather,  with  a  light  breeze  from  the  westward, 

l^tli  of  September. — Breakfast  at  6h.  30m.  Cleared  off  mj^  depot  and 
that  of'iMr.  liamilton.  At  iOh.  Mr.  Mecham,  Mr,  Hamilton,  and 
Mr.  Nares  join  us.  Completed  my  provisions  v/ith  the  ship's  depot ; 
packed  the  sledge,  and  proceeded  with  Mr.  Pim  towards  Cape  Hearn.  At 
the  same  time  Mr.  Mecham  and  Mr.  Nares  took  their  own  direction. 
About  Cape  Hearn  w^e  found  a  bad  floe  with  hummocks  and  deep  snov/ 
in  the  intervals.  Snowy  weather  with  a  light  breeze  from  N.N.E. 
Encamped  on  the  floe  at  6h.  Dmner  at  7h.  30m.  At  8h,  all  the  crew 
asleep,  in  good  health. 

III.  4  P 


Hours  travelled 
Stopped  for  Itincli 
Dist.  accomplished 
Encamped  for  rest 
Wind 
Temp. 


Hours  travelled 
Stopped  for  lunch 
Dist.  accomplished 
Encamped  for  rest 
Wind 
Temp. 


■  8h.  30m. 
15  m. 

7  miles. 

■  14  h. 

■  +8°. 


Hours  travelled 
Stopped  for  lunch 
Dist.  accomplished 
Encamped  for  rest 
Yv'md 
Temp. 


8h. 

8  miles. 
.  13  h. 
N.-west. 
+  10°. 


9h. 
15m. 
8  miles. 
14h. 
N.J^i.E. 
-f  16°. 
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Hours  travelled 
Stopped  for  lunch 
Dist.  accomplished 
Encamped  for  rest 
Wind 
Temp.  - 


Wind 
Temp. 


Hours  travelled 
Stopped  for  lunch 
Dist.  accomplished 
Encamped  for  rest 
Wind 
Temp.  - 


■  lOh. 

■  15m. 

-  16  miles. 

•  14h. 
N.N.W. 

•  +1.0^ 


N.N.E. 
+  11°. 


Hours  travelled 
Stopped  for  lunch 
Dist.  accomplished 
Encamped  for  rest 
Wind 
Temp. 


Hours  travi'lled 
Stoppffd  for  lunch 
Dist.  acconipliKlieil 
Kri'-aiii])C(l  for  I'CKl 
Wind 
'IV-njp. 


[Journ  travelled 
HioppwJ  for  limcli 
\>'i)ii.  accoiiiprmli"! 
l''.ri(-:iiri|H-<l  lor  rvnl 
Wind 
'IViiip,  - 


9h. 
15m. 
4  miles. 
15h. 
N.KE. 
■  +8°. 


9h.  30m. 
l.'im. 
7  miles. 
14h. 
calm. 
■  +  19°. 


9h. 
l.Oin. 
'1  miles. 
I4h. 
.N.I). 
I  H". 


-  Hh.  nom, 

-  ]r,m. 

■  7  iiiil''n. 
.  Hli. 
-WeiiUrly, 


I  left  at  Fife  Harbour  22  cannisters  of  preserved  meats  and  two  gallons 
six  gills  of  spirits. 

27th  of  Septemher. — Breakfast  at  6h.  30m.  Packed  the  sledge  and 
started  at  7h- 30m.  Fresh  northerly  breeze  with  foggy  weather.  At  8h. 
being  over  a  better  floe,  I  made  sail  to  join  company  with  .Mr.  Pim,  who 
was  a  little  in  advance.  ]3rifting  and  falJing  siiow.  At  llh.  I  was  in 
company  with  Mr.  Pim.  Observed  Mr.  liainilton's  sledge  under  sail 
between  us  and  the  land.  At  4h.  a  point  of  the  land  in  sight.  As  the 
floe  was  not  good  to  pitch  the  tent,  we  proceeded  towards  this  land. 
Encamped  at  5h.  45m.  Dinner.  At  8h.  all  the  crew  at  rest,  in  good 
health. 

28^A  of  September. — Breakfast  at  7h.  Blowing  a  strong  gale  from  N.N.E. 
with  a  very  thick  snow-drift.  We  were  obliged  to  encamp  all  this  day. 
At  4h.  the  weather  being  a  little  clearer,  I  profited  by  the  circumstance 
to  brush  all  the  inside  of  the  tent,  the  sleeping  bags,  and  the  white 
Mackintosh,  which  were  covered  with  snow  coming  in  by  the  ventilators 
established  on  the  top  of  the  tent.  During  this  operation  I  observed  a 
large  body  of  water  extending  about  a  mile  from  the  shore,  and  an 
enormous  berg  drifting  to  the  westward  at  a  rate  of  three  knots  in  an  hour. 
Dinner  at  6h.    At  9h.  the  crew  retired  in  good  health. 

2'dtli  of  September. — Breakfast  at  6h.  30m.  Packed  the  sledge  and 
started  at  7h.  30m.  with  a  violent  snow-drift.  Made  sail  over  a  very 
smooth  floe  covered  with  soft  snow,  which  prevented  our  going  very  fast. 
At  noon  the  weather  a  little  clearer  ;  some  falling  snow,  with  the  wind 
from  the  N.E. 

Observed  Mr.  Hamilton  at  2h.  running  along  the  shore.  At  4h.  30m. 
the  sledge  of  Mr.  Hamilton  disappeared  suddenly  ;  I  had  the  presentiment 
of  an  accident,  when  I  saw  Mr.  Hamilton  running  alone  towards  us.  We 
learned  then  that  his  sledge  had  been  through  the  ice,  but  that  it  could 
be  drawn  again.  Mr.  Pim  and  I  sent  our  crews  to  help  Mr.  Hamilton. 
At  5h.  30m.  the  sledge  was  on  the  land,  and  at  6h.  we  encamped.  Dinner 
at  7h.  30m.    8h.  All  the  crew  retired  in  good  health. 

As  Mr.  Hamilton  had  nothing  dry  to  sleep  in,  the  buffalo  robe,  sleeping 
bags,  &c.,  being  wet  through,  I  gave  him  my  white  Mackintosh  and  all  I 
could  dispose  of,  without  any  prejudice  to  my  crew. 

'.iOtli  of  September. — Breakfast  at  7h.  Packed  the  sledge,  and  started 
at  8h.,  giving  to  Mr.  Hamilton  30  lbs.  of  bread,  and  the  rigging  of  my  sail 
for  his  tent.  We  found  the  floe  very  bad  between  the  land  and  a  range 
of  large  hummocks,  extending  in  a  parallel  manner  to  the  shore  at  a 
hundred  yards  distance. 

Outside  of  these  liummocks  existed  a  3'oung  floe  broken  in  several 
places,  and  the  water  at  the  horizon. 

Encamped  at  5h.  30m.  Dinner  at  7h.  30m.  8h.  30m.,  all  the  crew 
retired  in  good  healtli 

()l)sei'ved 
musk  oxen. 

l.v^  if  Ooloher. — Breakfast  at  6h.  Packed  the  sledge,  and  started  at 
7h.  with  a  light  brec^ze  from  th(^  N.I<^..  Snowy  weather.  The  floe  was 
always  very  bad,  and  we  were  ol)liged  to  take  the  lead  over  the  land 
several  times.  At  noon,  the  weather  very  clear.  Encamped  at  4h,,  the 
men  being  Ncry  tired.  Dinner  at  Gh.  At  7h.  3()in.  all  the  crew  retired 
in  good  iieahh.  (Observed  several  herds  of  nuisk  oxen.  Mr.  Hamilton 
left  his  depot  to  onr  encampment,  and  make  his  dispositions  to  return  on 
board. 

'■Id  of  October. —  Rreukfast  at  (ih.  .3()m.  Packed  the  sledge;  started  at 
7I1.  30ni.  over  the  hind,  tlie  liinurnoek.s  stmiding  on  the  beach,  and  the 
v/atcr  extending  long  way  oil'  outside  thi-  hunnnocUs.  'J'ook  leave  oi'  Mr. 
Ihunilloi).  The  lend  being  very  bad,  we  were  obliged  to  drag  each  sledge 
onf  fiflf  r  the  other  with  th(^  two  crews  on  the  same,  and  at  noon  we  were 
ut  t,he  extreme  j)oiiit  ol'  ( !a,pe  Providence.  As  we  could  not  go  further,  the 
water  extending  alon^-  the  beach  on  the  other  side  of  the  cape,  we  landed 
the  depot  at  l.hiH  point,  adding  to  niy  depot  'lOlbs.  of  bi'cad  and  13 
cHniHt.erH  ol"  preserved  meats.  About  hall"  a,  iniU^  from  the  ( !ape  Providence 
I  |)icked  up  an  empty  ludf  [U'rnmican  l  iji,  which  appeared  to  have  been 


a  gi'eat  number  of  hare  or  fox  tracks,  and  several  herds  of 
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used  to  cook  something  ;  this  tin  was  painted  with  brown  colour.  Packed 
the  sledge,  lunched,  and  started  at  Ih.  to  return  on  board.  Encamped  at 
5h.  30m.  Dinner  at  6h.  30m.  At  8h.  all  the  crew  retired  in  good  health. 
Clear  weather ;  light  breeze  from  the  westward. 


Journal  of  M.  De  Br 


Cape  Providence,  bearing  west  (true). 

My  depot  at  Cape  Providence  is  composed  with — 

f  100  lbs.  bread 

2  potato  cases  containing 


1  bag,  ditto 

34  canisters  preserved  meats 

2  pemmican  cases 
2  bacon  cases 

2  gallons,  16  gills  of  rum. 


<    12  ,,  stearine. 

tea,  chocolate,  and  sugar. 
40  lbs.  bread 
136  „ 
108  „ 
108  „ 


Packed  the  sledge ;  started  at 
Fresh  breeze  from  the  N.W. : 


3d  of  October. — Breakfast  at  6h.  30m 
7h.  30m.,  proceeding  towards  the  N.E. 
make  sail.  Encamped  at  4h.  30m.  Dinner  at  5h.  30m.  At  8h.  all  the 
crew  retired  in  good  health.  Observed  a  large  herd  of  musk  oxen  and  a 
great  number  of  hare-tracks. 

4th  of  October. — ^Breakfast  at  5h.  30m.  Packed  the  sledge  and  started 
at  6h.  30m.  under  sail,  with  a  good  breeze  from  the  N.W.  Observed  two 
herds  of  musk  oxen.  Mr.  Pim  and  I  went  in  chase  immediately.  We 
came  about  30  yards  of  them  and  fired ;  a  calf  was  wounded,  but  escaped 
with  the  herd.  Soon  after  I  fired  my  second  barrel  and  wounded  a  bull ; 
the  animal  could  not  go  very  far,  and  we  came  after  him.  Mr.  Pim  fired 
two  other  shots,  and  he  was  not  yet  down ;  but  it  appeared  as  if  he  could 
not  go  further.  Mr.  Pim  then  came  very  near  him,  when  suddenly  the 
bull  charged  him ;  fortunately  he  had  reloaded  his  gun,  and  brought  him  to 
the  ground  with  two  other  balls  in  his  nose  when  within  a  few  feet  of  liim. 
Still  he  was  not  dead,  and  I  was  obhged  to  shoot  him  through  the  head. 
Immediately  we  began  to  skin  the  animal  to  take  the  best  meat.  Three 
men  of  my  sledge,  who  were  in  expectation  of  our  success,  came  soon,  and 
we  carried  away  all  the  meat  that  we  could.  During  this  time  Mr.  Pirn's 
party  had  been  forward  to  prepare  a  depot  of  provisions  that  Mr.  Pim  had 
left  on  shore  to  lighten  his  sledge. 

Encamped  at  4h.  Dinner  at  5h.  30m.,  with  musk  oxen  steaks.  At  7h. 
all  the  crew  retired  in  good  health. 

5th  of  Oc/o/>*er.— Breakfast  at  6h.  30m.  Packed  the  sledges  ;  started  at 
7h.  30m.  under  sail,  the  breeze  fresh  from  the  N.W.  We  found  the  sesame 
range  of  hummocks  near  Cape  Hearne.  Encamped  at  3h.  30m.  at  Winter 
Harbour.    Dinner  at  6h.  30m.    At  7h.  all  the  crew  retired  in  good  health. 

6th  of  October. — Breakfast  at  6h.  30m.  Packed  the  sledge.  Started  at 
7h.  30m.  under  sail,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  N.W.  Cloudy  weather. 
At  noon  we  were  obliged  to  furl  the  sail ;  the  floe  was  composed  of  broken 
ice,  and  it  was  im.possible  to  go  in  the  same  direction.  At  5h.  30m.  we 
took  the  direction  of  the  land,  and  we  encamped  at  6h.  Dinner  at  7h.  30m. 
At  8h.  30m.  all  the  crew  retired  in  good  health.  Mr.  Hamilton  in  sight 
ahead  of  us. 

The  sledge  this  day,  when  we  were  on  the  broken  ice,  capsized  two  or 
three  times,  and  in  the  dark  the  knapsack  of  M'Clean  was  lost.  The 
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Hours  travelled 
Stopped  for  lunch 
Dist.  accomplished 
Encamped  for  rest 
Wind 
Temp.  - 


Hours  travelled 
Stopped  for  lunch 
Dist.  accomplished 
Encamped  for  rest 
Wind 
Temp. 


Hours  travelled 
Stopped  for  lunch 
Dist.  accomplished 
Encamped  for  rest 
Wind 
Temp.  - 

Hours  travelled 
Stopped  for  lunch 
Dist.  accomplished 
Encamped  for  rest 
Wind 
Temp. 


•  8h.  4.im. 

•  ISm. 

■  12  miles. 
14h. 
N.W. 

■  0° 


•  9h. 

15m. 

•  10  miles. 

•  15h. 
N.W. 

■  +7°. 


■  8h. 

■  15m. 

12  miles. 

•  16h. 
•N.W. 

•  +8°. 

lOh.SOm. 
15m. 
14  miles. 
13h.30m. 
K.W. 

■  +9°. 
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SpUTr'iunch  -i5ra      coiitents  werc, — 1  pair  boot  hose,  1  pair  drawers,  1  pair  sealskin  rnits,  and 

Dist.  accomplished  -  12  miles.  1  tllick  flannel. 
Encamped  for  rest  -  ISh. 
Wind  -         -  N. 

Temp.         -    +  10°  to  +3°. 


Hours  travelled 
Dist.  accomplished 
Wind 
Temp. 


5h.  30m. 
■  7  miles. 
N. 

•  +9'. 


'itli  of  October. — Breakfast  at  6h.  30m.  Packed  the  sledge.  Started  at 
7h.  30ra.,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  the  north,  and  drifting  snow.  Observed 
a  great  alteration  in  the  floe  about  Cape  Bounty.  I'his  fioe  is  now  broken 
up.  Encamped  on  the  land  at  4h.  Dinner  at  .5h.  30rn.  At  7h.  30m.  all 
the  crew  retired  in  good  health. 

^t'li,  of  October. — Breakfast  at  6b.  30m.  Packed  the  sledge.  Started  at 
7h.  30m.,  with  alight  northerly  breeze.  At  lOh.,  the  breeze  freshing,  make 
sail,  taking  our  way  in  a  straight  line  on  the  west  point  of  Dealy  Island. 
Very  smooth  floe.  At  Ih.  we  were  all  on  board,  a  little  tired,  but  in  good 
health. 

On  board  H.  M.  S.  "  Resolute,"  12th  October  1852. 

E.  F.  De  Bray,  Enseigne  de  Vaisseau. 


Clearing  out. 

Going  Home. 

Difference. 

Total  hours  travelled  - 

87h.  15ra. 

54h.  15m. 

33  hours. 

,,    distance  accomphshed  - 

81  miles. 

72  miles. 

9  miles. 

Mean  per  day     -       -  - 

8J- 

ll^g  miles. 

3j-g-fj  miles. 

No.  12, 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  James  Fitzjames," 
detached  from  H.  M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  between  the  10th  March  and 
19th  April  1853,  under  the  command  of  Dr.  W.  T.  Domville, 
Surgeon. 


Robert  Hoile,  Sailmaker, 
Emmanuel  Bidgood,  A.B. 
Five  dogs. 


Orders  to  Dr.  W.  T.  Domville,  Surgeon,  H.  M.  S.  "  Resolute." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esquire,  C.B.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute." 

Gladly  availing  myself  of  your  volunteer  service  to  second  Lieutenant 
Pim  on  the  journey  to  Bank's  Land ;  feeling  that  you  are,  by  your  pro- 
fessional knowledge,  almost  a  guarantee  for  the  safety  of  this  little  party 
in  reaching  the  Harbour  of  Mercy,  without  accident  from  weather; 
you  will  take  charge  of  Her  Majesty's  sledge  "James  Fitzjames,"  with 
the  men  and  animals  attached  named  in  the  margin,  accompanying  Lieu- 
teriant  Pim  to  the  Harbour  of  Mercy  ;  and  after  you  have  remained  a 
sufficient  number  of  days  for  rest,  and  received  all  the  information  that 
Lieutenant  Pim  can  collect  connected  with  the  ships  of  Captain  Collinson's 
expedition,  you  Avill  return  with  the  same  to  me,  taking  care  that  you  leave 
the  Harbour  of  Mercy  with  fourteen  days' provisions. 

(jiven  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Resolute," 
AVinter  Quarters,  Dealy  Island,  9th  March  1853. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Sir, 


Dr.  W.  T.  DoMviLi,!'!  to  Captain  Henry  Kellett,  C.B. 

Her  Mn  jcsly's  Ship  "  Ecsoluto," 
Melville  Island,  2()th  April  1853. 
I  ifAVE  tlu^  honom-  to  snbjoln  n,  snnnnary  of  the  ])rocee(Hngs  of  the 
sledge  and  crew  in  my  charge  as  second  to  Lieutenant  Pim,  which,  in 
accordance  with  your  orders,  left  Her  Majesty's  Sliip  "  Resolute"  on  the 
mornin'^- of  the;  lOtli  of  March,  for  1  he  i)in-p()se  of  proceeding  to  Jianks 
l.inid  in  search  of  the  ships  inider  ( 'aplnin  Colliiison,  CV>.  Acting  as  I  did 
in  the  capacity  of  an  unxilinry,  Ihe  (lelails  of  tlu-  comnu'iicement  of  our 
journey  arc  reserved  for  the  joinicd  of  the  al)ovc-n;nne(l  officer.  Any 
dcHcription  of  the  coMst  Wwv  pnsscd  is  hu|)(  i  lhious,  e\eej)l.ing  as  conlirmatory, 
after  Mic  able  (lescriptionH  given  by  ( 'ounnaiider  M'Clint()ck  in  the  i)arlia- 
Micntary  rctnrn,  Sir  ICdward  Parry  in  his  nnirative,  and  furih'-r  described 
by  your  dejj^t  pnilies  of  last  iuitunni. 

"  AdvevKC  cirfaunHtmiceH  speedily  followed  our  departure  from  the  ship; 
firftt,  one  of  the  sh'dges  breaking  <lnwri,  and  secondly,  the  boisterous 


Sini'\OT&  THE   TKACK  or  THE  SLEDGE 

from  Mm-di  lO'l'lu  Aiiiilia'!'lR53 
ALSO  or  THE  SI.EJ)GE 

j®MH  wrm. 

T)etweMiiiay5''';uicl  .Imif  St"' 1853 

FORMING  A  PART  OF  THE  SEARCHING  OPERATIONS  FROM 

:.S.;i?«5'M.l"]CII?,  jCiUl'T  M,]K]l!'JJ.,,Bf  TjC  jb 

both  Sledges  under  charge  of 
WILLIAM.  T  .  DOMVILLE  M.D. 


'  IM/  J,hn  Jiarrcw" 


Hours  travel 
Stopped  for 
I3ist.  accomj 
Encamped  f' 
Wind 
Temp. 


Hours  trave 
Dist.  accom 
Wind 
Temp. 


liobert  I 
Emmam 
Five  dog 


firHt, One       ilic  ^Irdgos  l)V('aKiiiK  down,  aiin  srconniy,  rnr  noisroronp 
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weather  which  shortly  ensued,  which  combined  circumstances  compelled     Journal  of  Dr,  Domviiie. 

our  encampment  and  detention  under  Cape  Bounty  for  four  days.  During 

this  time,  notwithstanding  the  force  of  the  wind,  which  threatened  the 

stability  of  our  canvas  habitation,  and  the  low  temperature  of  36°  below 

zero  externally,  and  of  -  24°  Fahrenheit  within  the  tent,  no  injurious  results 

followed,  which  is  to  be  attributed  to  the  inner  tents  and  other  coverings 

you  so  fully  provided  for  our  comfort  and  safety.    On  the  14tb,  the  gale 

having  abated,  our  journey  was  again  commenced  and  proceeded  without 

interruption  until  the  18th,  when  from  wind  and  thick  weather,  we  were 

again  necessitated  to  encamp  until  the  following  day. 

On  the  20th,  the  depots  placed  at  Cape  Providence  in  the  autumn  by 
Lieutenants  Hamilton  and  Pim  were  severally  reached  and  taken  up.  That 
of  the  latter,  however,  was  found  to  have  been  partially  destroyed  by  some 
wild  animals,  the  marks  from  their  teeth  and  claws  being  prominently 
visible  on  the  exterior  of  some  of  the  canisters  of  preserved  meat,  which  had 
withstood  their  destructive  efforts.  On  the  evening  of  the  21st  Cape 
Dundas  was  reached,  where  a  depot  was  established  for  our  parties  on 
the  return  journey,  and  further  increased  by  other  provisions  than  pre- 
viously intended,  in  order  to  lighten  the  sledges,  which  the  formidable 
appearance  of  the  floe  or  peak  in  this  locality  indicated  as  expedient. 

On  the  22d,  we  started  on  our  course  for  the  Harbour  of  Mercy,  which 
was  soon  found  to  be  beset  with  every  difficulty,  every  variety  of  hum- 
mocks and  deep  snow  barring  our  progress  in  all  directions,  and  requiring 
no  small  amount  of  perseverance  to  surmount.  Some  of  the  ridges,  too 
irregular  for  the  passage  of  a  loaded  sledge,  required  portages  to  be  made, 
a  mode  of  proceeding  almost  equally  difficult,  and  dangerous  to  the  limbs, 
from  the  men  sinking  to  the  middle  through  the  soft  snow,  amongst  the 
masses  of  forced-up  hummocks.  In  addition  to  these  obstacles,  the 
weather  was  overcast  and  gloomy,  narrowing  the  sphere  of  vision  to  a 
very  circumscribed  space,  and  precluding  the  advantage  which  might 
otherwise  be  taken  by  the  selection  of  a  good  lead.  In  this  tedious  and 
monotonous  manner  we  proceeded  until  the  29th,  when  a  slight  improve- 
ment taking  place  in  the  floe,  and  sufficient  wind  from  the  eastward  to 
keep  our  sails  full,  led  us  to  look  forward  with  hope  for  better  things, 
although  the  weather  was  still  thick,  with  snow  falling  in  large  flakes. 
Shortly  after  noon  our  ardent  wishes  and  expectations  of  "  the  good  floe 
a  coming"  were  doomed  to  be  disappointed,  the  sledge  of  Lieutenant  Pim 
gliding  off  a  glassy  hummock  and  carrying  away  the  lee  runner.  Being 
thus  partially  disabled,  he  considered  it  expedient  to  continue  Avith  all 
despatch  upon  the  object  of  our  mission,  for  Avhich  purpose  the  dog  sledge 
and  the  tv/o  men  under  my  charge  were  selected,  and  the  remainder  of 
the  party  with  the  broken  sledge  transferred  Avith  the  following  orders  for 
my  guidance  : 

"  Tuesday,  29th  March  1853. 
"  After  our  unfortunate  accident,  I  consider  the  only  course  to  be 
adopted  is  for  you  to  proceed  back  to  Cape  Dundas  with  the  Avounded 
sledge.  You  must  do  this  hy  sIoav  degrees,  taking  the  provisions  on  Avith 
you.  I  consider  it  best  for  you  to  remain  there  snugly  encamped  behind 
some  hummock,  and  aAA^ait  my  return,  Avhich  Avill  be  in  less  than  a  fort- 
night ;  be  particular  in  erecting  a  conspicuous  mark  AA^th  your  shears  on 
the  high  land  of  Cape  Dundas  as  a  guide  for  me.  You  are  perfectly 
aware  of  my  orders  and  the  object  of  our  journey,  and  I  am  sure  I  shall 
not  find  you  less  zealous  in  this  trying  position  than  you  have  been  since 
leaving  the  ship.  I  shall  leave  the  Harbour  of  Mercy  Avith  the  utmost 
despatch,  and  perhaps  overtake  you  before  you  anixe  at  Cape  Dundas. 

"(Signed)  "B.  C.  T,  Pim." 

"  P.S. — Be  A^ery  careful  of  the  provisions,  and  do  not  leave  them 
exposed  more  than  one  night  on  the  floe.  Should  the  health  of  your 
men  or  any  unforeseen  circumstance  compel  you  to  return  to  the  ship, 
you  will  leave  a  notice  dated,  &c.  at  every  encampment  as  a  guide  for 
me.  Be  particular  in  leaving  the  provisions  well  at  Cape  Dundas,  and 
be  careful  that  they  are  all  brought  to  that  place." 

The  tent  being  pitched  and  the  sledge  unloaded,  an  examination  of  its 
defects  was  made.    Three  of  the  tenons  found  broken  and  forced  out  of 
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Journal  of  Dr.  Domviiie.  ^j^^,  mortisGs,  which  wcrc  also  Split,  as  also  the  bearer  much  strainer].  The 
repairs  wcrc  immediately  commenced,  and  hy  the  following  morning  com- 
pleted, notwithstanding  the  severity  of  the  weather,  which  had  increased 
to  a  gale  with  snow  and  drift.  For  the  manner  in  which  this  work  was 
performed,  great  credit  is  due  to  Gibson,  the  carpenter's  mate,  and  Parr, 
the  captain  of  the  sledge,  who  were  necessarily  much  exposed.  Having 
made  an  estimate  of  the  weight  of  provisions,  &c.,  left  with  me,  I  found 
that  they  amounted  to  l,700]bs.,  an  amount  too  great  for  stowage  upon 
the  broken  sledge  in  one  load.  The  carpenter,  liowever,  reported  that  it 
would  well  bear  one-half,  with  which  I  thereupon  determined  to  proceed, 
making  when  possible  three  journies  during  the  day,  in  order  to  have  the 
provisions  under  our  eye  every  night,  and  avoid  molestation  by  bears  or 
other  animals. 

On  the  weather  clearing  up,  I  estimated  the  distance  from  Melville 
Island  as  20  miles,  but  the  old  and  experienced  quartermaster,  Silvev, 
and  the  captain  of  the  sledge  gave  it  as  25  utiles,  which  was  afterwards 
found  by  our  dead  reckoning  to  be  nearly  correct. 

30th.  Blowing  fresh  from  the  westward  with  much  drift.  At  mid-day, 
the  sledge  being  repaired,  at  3  p.m.  started  with  our  gear  and  tents,  and, 
to  advance  as  much  of  the  unprotected  meat  as  possible,  each  man  and 
myself  carried  in  our  knapsacks  (in  addition  to  pulling  on  their  part), 
twenty  pounds  of  pemmican,  the  clothing  which  they  contained  having 
been  deposited  en  cache  with  the  remaining  dry  stores  and  dogs'  meat.  The 
floe  being  good,  we  made  progress,  and  accomplished  three  miles  by  5  p.m., 
when,  calling  for  volunteers,  I  returned  for  the  remainder,  leaving  two 
hands  to  prepare  our  supper  and  pitch  the  tent.  We  reached  our  late 
encampment  in  an  hour,  after  sharp  walking,  when,  packing  the  sledge  and 
taking  advantage  of  the  fair  wind  to  make  reduced  sail,  we  again  arrived 
at  the  tents  shortly  after  seven,  the  wind  having  increased  to  half  a  gale 
with  thick  drift,  which,  in  many  places,  had  obliterated  our  track  of  the 
previous  evening.  From  the  severity  of  the  weather  and  exposure  thereto, 
I  issued  to  the  crew  half  a  gill  of  spirits  extra.  The  thermometer  was, 
unfortunately,  broken  to-day. 

31st.  Started  at  8  a.m.,  having  packed  the  sledge  the  previous  evening  ; 
worked  through  the  mist  N.E.  In  about  an  hour,  the  weather  clear, 
enabling  us  to  see  the  land.  As  the  floe  was  good,  we  made  fair  progress. 
I  therefore  halted,  deposited  the  provisions,  and  returned  for  the  tent  and 
other  gear,  which  we  brouglit  up  by  6  p.m.  and  encamped.  Our  course  is 
considerably  to  the  westward  of  our  outward  bound  one,  than  which 
nothing  could  be  worse,  and  as  3^et  the  floe  is  comparatively  good,  and 
looks  continuously  so  into  the  land,  apparently  distant  about  II  miles. 
I  think  we  have  gained  five  miles  to-day,  thus  walking  15.  The  men 
in  good  spirits  and  working  with  an  energy  cheering  to  witness  ;  a  reaction 
upon  the  depression  which  all  more  or  less  felt  upon  the  occurrence  of  our 
accident  and  conscciuent  impediment  to  the  hopes  entertained  of  reaching 
Bank's  Land,  hitherto  the  nltima  thule  of  Arctic  travellers.  About  noon, 
the  atmosphere  became  remarkably  clear,  affording  a  distinct  view  of  the 
latter  land,  and  that  around  the  centre  and  two  extremes  of  Liddon  s  Gulf. 

1st  y\pril.-— The  morning  setting  in  Avith  a  thick  mist,  a  high  wind  from 
the  N.l'i..  and  nuich  drift,  any  movement  in  our  broken  down  condition  is 
rendered  injudicious.  Wind  increased  towards  evening  to  n  gale,  justifying 
tlie  ])recauti()n  of  remaining  tented. 

2d.  (jal(^  (continuous;  several  very  hcjivy  s(|ualls  during  the  night; 
much  drift,  ;u)(l  nothing  visible  beyond  a  few  y  ards  from  the  tent.  About 
4  P.M.  tlu;  wind  aiid  drill  aljated,  when  the  huul  became  visible;  the 
weather,  however,  not  sullicicntly  settled  to  make  a,  move, 

:id.  A  hcauiirul  clear  day,  without  wind  or  drift,  it  having  fallen  calm 
(luring  tlu'  night.  Proceeded  with  the  sledge  and  provisions  at  7.30  am., 
stopping  at  noon,  and  returning  for  the  tent,  &c.  The  distance  thus 
accoinplislied  I  calculate  at  5  miles,  or  M,  good;  it  taking  two  hours  of 
brisk  walking  with  sicdgtc  to  relurn,  when  the  tent  was  struck,  and 
we  again  j)roc('ede(l,  pitching  at  6.30  p.m.,  after  1 1  hours  good  work. 

Ith.  Tliick  and  misty,  with  snow  and  a  freshening  bree/e,  rendering 
it  unM-dvisablc  to  travel  without  the  tent,  we  proceeded  with  i(,  and  part  of 
the  pennnicMH.     I'Moe  lair;  but  a  short  pasHage  through  the  high  luinunoeks, 
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forming  its  crushed-up  border,  accomplished  with  some  difficulty  ;  it  being     Journal  of  Dr.  Domviiie. 
at  any  time  troublesome  to  discern  the  lead,  as  also  to  distinguish  the 
irregularities  of  the  surface  of  the  snow.    Went  on  until  2  p.m.,  when  we 
camped ;  thus  unavoidably  separate  from  some  of  our  stores. 

5th.  Under  weigh  at  6  a.m.,  returning  for  the  provisions  which  we 
found  all  safe,  reaching  them  after  a  sharp  walk  of  t'\vo  hours,  direct  from 
the  land.  On  return  to  the  tent,  lunched  then  struck  it,  and  proceeded 
with  it  until  3  p.m.,  when  it  was  again  pitched,  and  the  remaining  pro- 
visions returned  for,  having  all  around  us  at  6  p.m.  The  weather  now 
calm  and  beautifully  bright.  In  consideration  of  the  long  day  and  hard 
work,  issued  half  allowance  of  extra  spirit. 

6th.  Proceeded  at  7-30  a.m.  with  tent  gear,  and  part  of  provisions. 
Weather  calm,  but  very  misty,  with  snow ;  floe  irregular,  and  travelling 
difficult.  Proceeded  inland  until  2  p.m.,  when  the  weather  became  very 
thick,  rendering  it  unsafe  to  proceed,  for  fear  of  breaking  the  sledge,  or 
injuring  the  men,  who  were  unable  to  see  where  they  were  placing-  their 
feet ;  and  the  provisions  being  distant,  I  did  not  deem  it  advisable  to 
return  b}"  the  sledge  tracks  for  them,  our  route  being  onh^  imperfectly 
visible  through  the  mist ;  the  tent  Avas  therefore  pitched. 

7th.  A  clear  morning.  At  8.45  left  with  empty  sledge  to  bring  up 
provisions,  reaching  them,  in  two  hours  ;  in  doing  wdiich  we  found  that  our 
course  of  yesterday,  although  in  thick  weather,  was  good.  On  our  return 
with  the  loaded  sledge,  while  crossing  a  gentle  declivity  over  a  ridge  of  hum- 
mocks it  suddenly  swerved,  owing  to  a  hidden  fissure,  and  broke  down,  when 
the  runner  originally  broken  on  leaving  the  ship,  again  carried  away  ;  the 
poppet  heads  breaking  short  off.  Detained  two  hands  to  unload  sledge, 
remove  lashings,  &c.,  and  sent  on  the  rest  to  the  tent ;  each  man  carrying 
from  40  to  50  pounds'  weight  on  his  back,  and  returning-  with  the  tool 
bag.  All  the  repairs  we  were  able  to  give  having  been  completed,  we 
again  started  at  3  p.m.,  arriving  at  the  tent  at  4.30.  The  day  was  fine 
and  warm,  which  enabled  us  to  apply  the  lashings  with  better  effect ;  men 
working  admirably.  On  leaving  in  the  morning,  all  the  blanket  bags  and 
buffalo  robes  were  hung  over  the  tent  to  d  ry  and  air,  which  they  did  well ; 
the  accumulated  drift  and  snow  melted  and  formed  icicles  from  the  edge 
of  the  skins ;  the  bags  also  became  dry  and  pliant,  the  latter  for  the  first 
time  since  leaving  the  ship,  hitherto  it  being  capable  of  standing  them 
on  end,  without  any  other  support  than  that  afforded  by  the  frozen  vapour 
with  which  they  become  impregnated  from  the  heat  of  the  body. 

8th.  Left  encampment  at  7  a.m.,  with  provisions  for  the  land,  which  we 
reached  at  1  p.m.,  and  I  judge  about  five  miles  to  the  westward  of  our 
depot.  Returned  again  for  the  tent  and  gear,  and  had  all  snug  along  shore 
a  little  past  7  p-m.    The  road  at  times  very  bad,  over  every  variety  of  floe. 

9th.  Started  at  8  A.?,r.,  bearing  down  towards  the  depot,  and  reaching 
it  at  1.30  p.m.,  with  a  fair  and  strong  breeze,  which  materially  assisted, 
although  not  under  sail.  Here  we  found  all  secure  ;  the  staff  alone,  which' 
was  placed  a  few  yards  from  the  provisions,  with  a  piece  of  skin  attached 
as  a  flag,  having  been  pulled  down.  No  persons  have  been,  and  therefore 
sm'mise  that  Lieut.  Pim  has  not  recrossed  the  straits.  Deposited  our 
provisions,  and  left  again  with  the  intention  of  bringing  up  our  remaining 
gear ;  but  finding  on  our  return  to  the  tent  that  it  was  5  p.m.,  the  time 
would  not  admit,  w^ithout  great  fatigue  to  the  men,  of  reaching  it  before  a 
late  hour.  We,  therefore,  remained ;  which  was  done  the  more  reluctantly, 
finding  we  had  nothing  but  frozen  bacon  and  bread,  and  no  lamp  to  melt 
snow,  it  having  been  moved  with  the  other  cooking  apparatus  taken  on  in 
the  morning.  Necessity,  how^ever,  favoured  invention ;  and,  making  a  tin 
canister  into  a  lamp,  we  cooked  tea  and  bacon  with  the  fat  of  the  latter ; 
another  tin  case  cut  in  two  parts  serving  for  drinking  vessels,  which  we 
used  alternately. 

10th.  Left  with  tent  at  8  a.m.  for  the  depot,  where  we  arrived  shortly 
after  noon,  finding  all  safe.  The  road  was  very  bad,  as  yesterday,  winding 
over  an  old  floe  of  round  glassy  hummocks,  which  severely  tested  the 
sledge  ;  the  young  floe,  which  had  favoured  us  along  the  shore  from 
Cape  Providence,  only  extending  from  thence  to  about  a  mile  beyond  our 
depot,  which  I  estimate  as  about  10  miles  from  Cape  Sir  James  Ross. 
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Journal  of  Dr.  DoBiYiiie.  Had  all  the  gcar  placed  ill  the  sun's  rays,  and  re})aircd  witli  three  hands 
to  erect  beacon,  as  in  orders.  Raised  a  flag  staff'  with  pike  and  bamboo 
above,  and  another  for  a  yard,  t(^  wliich  we  appended  some  black  pieces  of 
canvas  and  the  Union  Jack  from  above.  Its  stability  for  any  lengthened 
period  cannot,  however,  be  depended  upon,  the  ground  being  frozen  and 
resisting  any  impression  from  the  pickaxe  ;  as  a  substitute,  we  collected  a 
number  of  stones,  and  secured  the  stays  and  pole  to  them.  Despatched 
two  hands  in  search  of  game,  who  returned  successful ;  a  fine  hare  having 
been  shot  by  Maclean. 

11th.  Having  determined  upon  a  complete  repair  of  the  sledge,  com- 
menced unlashing ;  and  the  carpenter  employed  to  shorten  the  poppets 
from  the  part  broken  off,  which  was  done  with  expedition,  and  one  side  of 
it  completed  by  supper  time.  While  thus  engaged,  a  v/olf  paid  us  a  visit, 
coming  boldly  within  a  few  yards  of  the  tent,  and  being  unable  to  effect 
his  detention  from  vv^ant  of  a  gun,  I  chased  him  off ;  taking  his  departure, 
however,  very  unwillingly.  He  was  thin  and  hungry  looking,  which  was 
manifest  from  his  running  on  seeing  any  dark  object  on  the  floe,  however 
small.  At  6  p.m.  Silvey  and  Hannan,  who  had  formed  the  shooting  party 
for  the  day,  returned,  having  succeeded  in  killing  two  musk  ox  calves,  a  steer 
and  heifer  of  last  year.  An  old  covf,  apparently  the  mother  of  one  of  them, 
they  were  obliged  to  shoot  in  self  defence,  she  having  approximated  them 
with  an  impulse  and  attitude  evidently  belligerent.  The  two  calves  they 
skinned  and  bore  in  triumph  to  the  tent,  but  with  evident  signs  of  fatigue ; 
which  might  be  inferred,  from  each  carcase  being  about  150  lbs.,  and  that 
carried  over  about  four  miles  of  rugged  ground.  They  also  killed  three 
hares,  which  were  carried  in  addition.  Had  an  excellent  repast  from  a 
kettle  mess  of  tongues,  livers,  &c.,  not  to  disparage  thepemmican. 

12th.  Carpenter's  mate  and  two  hands  left  to  repair  sledge  and  arrange 
gear  ;  going  myself  with  the  remainder  of  the  party  to  bring  in  the  meat 
from  the  cow.  On  reaching  the  carcase,  it  was  skinned,  cut  into  quarters, 
and  the  bones  taken  out  to  save  weight,  and  the  meat  cut  in  strips  from 
along  the  back.  Although  killed  four-and-tAventy  hours  the  carcase  of 
the  animal  was  quite  warm  from  the  power  of  the  sun  upon  its  dark  coat ; 
and  the  process  of  putrefaction  had  commenced  in  the  interior,  where  a 
calf  was  found  within  a  month  of  maturity.  The  ball  had  entered  the 
left  fore  shoulder,  traversed  the  heart,  lungs,  and  foetus,  emerging  at 
the  right  hip,  where  it  dropped  from  beneath  the  skin  Avhen  flayed. 

13th.  Completed  the  repairs  of  the  sledge,  which  is  now  as  strong  as  on 
leaving  the  ship,  although  not  so  high,  fi'om  the  necessary  shortening  of 
the  poppets  ;  had  it  firmly  lashed  with  cod  line,  and  all  arranged  for 
.starting  afresh  upon  the  return  of  Lieut.  Pirn.  Two  hands  went  in  pursuit 
of  game,  and  returned  with  three  hares.  Several  musk  oxen  w^re  seen 
but  not  fired  at,  as  I  had  forbidden  the  destruction  of  any  they  might 
meet,  havinp;  already  more  than  we  could  consume  or  transport. 

14th.  Shortly  before  noon,  one  of  the  men  who  had  started  for  the  hills 
to  sport,  Avitli  directions  to  look  out  for  our  expected  party,  returned,  and 
reported  the  ap])r()acli  of  them  ;  who  were  spoedil)'  with  us,  Inn  ing  a  fair 
wind  from  the  Avestward,  and  the  sail  set,  which  enabled  tlic  dogs  to  drag- 
as  fast  as  they  could  I'lui.  The  intelligence  he  connnunicatcd  of  the 
position  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Investigator,'''  in  safety  at  the  Harbour 
of  Mercy,  was  welcome  to  all,  and  elicited  general  sympathy  for  the 
privations  A\hich  hei-  oflicers  and  crew  had  in  connnon  experienced,  but 
still  greater  syni])n,thy  and  I'egret  at  the  wa,nt  of  any  information  of  Sir  .lohn 
I"'ranklin  and  his  gallant  associates.  These  particulars,  together  with  many 
othci's  connected  with  her  |)roc(i>dings,  having  becMi  \'erbally  communicated 
to  me,  1  suggested  lo  I.ieut.  I'im  the  [jiopriely  of  again  taking  charge  of 
my  own  sledge,  and  rcMiuMiing  with  all  despatch,  aceoi'ding  to  the  purport 
of  \  ()ur  orders.  He  complying  with  my  retpiest,  I  shortly  alter  left,  at  p.m., 
taking  on  a  part  of  tlu;  piovisions  and  stores  from  the  large  sledge,  and  an 
invalid  Crom  "  Invesligator,"  alllictcd  with  scui  \y,  and  in  a.  sta,te  of  givnt 
])rostration,  who  subse(piently  occupied  a,  scai  on  (he  sledg(>  nearly  the  whole 
distance  to  the  ship,  wliich  additional  weighls  and  the  lligged  condition  ol" 
tlie  dogs  were  material  obslacles  to  a  very  rapid  |)r()greHS  ;  but,  notwithstand- 
ing tliese  imj)edinieijtb,  uud  the  addition  oC  the  snow-blind  condition  of 
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the  two  men,  Hoile  and  Bidgood,  as  also  myself,  necessitating  the  alternate     Journal  of  Dr.  DomviUe. 
leading  of  the  sledge — the  intermediate  interval  being  occupied  pulling  at  — ' 
the  side  of  the  sledge — the  eyes  bound  round  with  a  snow  bandage,  we 
arrived  on  board  on  the  1 9th,  thus  performing  a  distance  of  100  miles  in 
a  direct  line  in  five  consecutive  days. 

From  the  number  of  times  this  return  route  has  been  passed  over,  but 
little  remains  worthy  of  observation ;  independent  of  which,  time  was 
fully  occupied  at  the  sledge,  the  traction  requiring,  from  the  circumstances 
before  mentioned,  the  combined  assistance  of  all. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th,  when  encamped  about  four  miles  to  the 
westward  of  Cape  Bounty,  we  were  surprised  by  the  approach  of  Captain 
M'Clure  and  party,  who  had  left  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Investigator"  a 
few  hours  before  Ljeut.  Pim,  and  had  been  following  close  on  our  track 
for  several  days.  It  being  near  their  halting  time  (their  periods  of  work 
and  rest  being  divided  into  six  hours  respectively),  they  shortly  after 
encamped.  Our  own  party  now  proceeded,  leaving  M'Donald  to  come  in 
with  his  old  shipmates ;  the  gallant  officer  in  command  still  continuing 
his  progress  and  walking  on  with  myself,  notwithstanding  the  allotted 
period  for  rest  had  transpired.  On  nearing  the  ship,  I  preceded  him  for 
about  a  milo,  leaving  him  with  some  of  the  officers  who  had  come  on  in 
advance  of  yourself  to  welcome  our  return,  that  I  might  have  the  pleasure 
of  communicating  the  success  of  your  plans  in  the  direction  of  Banks 
Land ;  which  done,  my  duties  terminated. 

One  of  the  most  important  characteristics  of  this  journey  has  been  the 
early  season  of  departure,  and  the  consequent  low  temperature.  From  the 
absence  of  any  injurious  results,  evidence  is  afforded  of  the  practicability 
of  traversing  these  regions  at  any  period  of  the  year,  provided  sufficient  light 
exists  (and  the  supposition  of  the  party  being  in  sound  health  and  not  incapa- 
citated from  previous  debility).  It  also  illustrates  forcibly  the  adaptation 
of  the  constitution  of  man  to  extreme  atmospheric  changes,  circumstances 
being  otherwise  concomitantly  favourable  ;  the  chief  of  which,  in  these 
regions,  are  an  adequate  supply  of  clothing  to  maintain  the  external  heat 
of  the  body,  and  the  plentiful  exhibition  of  such  food  as  will  promote  the 
calorifying  process  within.  By  your  directions  our  resources  in  these 
respects  were  ample  :  the  clothing  being  light  and  warm,  not  impeding  the 
motion  of  the  limbs  daring  exercise  by  da}^ ;  the  double  tent  and  buffalo 
skins  forming  an  adequate  covering  by  night ;  and  the  diet  of  good  quality, 
the  supply  being  equal  to  the  demand,  and  consisting  of  a  large  proportion 
of  animal  food,  and  of  that  kind,  namely,  pemmican,  the  best  adapted  for 
the  process  of  assimilation  ;  most  decidedly  superior  to  preserved  meats 
for  supporting  the  powers  of  endurance,  and  more  satisfying  to  the 
appetite.  The  following  are  the  names  of  the  crews  of  the  sledges 
devolving  upon  my  charge  in  the  performance  of  these  duties,  and  of 
whose  conduct  I  deem  it  incumbent  to  bear  testimony  : — ■ 

Joseph  Parr,  Gunners'  mate.  John  Silvey,  Ice  quartermaster. 

Joseph  Gibson,  Carpenter's  mate.     John  Maclean,  A.  B. 
Thomas  Northhouse,  A.  B.  Henry  Richards,  A.  B. 

William  Hannan,  Royal  Marines, 
Robert  Hoile,  Sailmaker.  Emmanuel  Bidgood,  A.B. 

As  captains  of  a  sledge,  Parr  and  Hoile  were  valuable  from  their  steadi- 
ness ;  to  which  good  qualit}'  the  latter  possessed  a  system  of  arrangement 
of  stores  and  the  general  tent  gear  in  an  eminent  degree,  attributable  to  his 
ormer  experience  in  Arctic  travelling,  he  having  acted  in  the  capacity  of  a 
captain  of  the  sledge,  second  to  Commander  M'Clintock  on  his  journey  to 
Melville  Island  in  1851.  These  services  I  have  mentioned  here  in  the  hope 
that  they  may  be  sufficient,  together  with  his  general  good  conduct,  to  induce 
you  to  regain  for  him  several  years'  time  he  has  lost  in  the  service  from 
youthful  indiscretion,  and  for  which  he  is  anxious. 

To  make  distinctive  mention  of  individual  merit  for  willingness  and  endu- 
rance would  be  invidious,  all  having  exhibited  an  earnest  zeal  and  emulation 
to  perform  their  duty  with  credit,  and  to  merit  your  approbation,  which  I 
trust  they  will  receive. 

I  have,  &c. 

William  T.  Domville,  Surgeon. 


III. 
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Journal  of  Dr.  DoravUie.  ''J^iie  thermoinetci-  having  been  broke  when  we  met  with  our  uecide,nt, 
I  have  appended  the  temperatures  of  H.M.  Ships  "Resolute"  and 
"  Investigator "  during  the  period  of  our  absence,  from  which  a  fair 
average  may  be  taken. 


H.M.  Ship  "  Investigator,"  Banks  Land. 
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Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Mujesty'.s  Sledge  "  John  Dyku, 
detached  from  H.M.  Sliip  "Resolute,"  between  the  .^th  May  and 
9th  June  1853,  under  the  Command  of  Dr.  W.  T.  Domville,  Surgeon. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Sledge  *'  John  Dye  a,"  in  charge  of 
Dr.  W.  T.  DoMviLLK,  Surgeon,  H.M.  Ship  "Resolute,"  and  a 
Copy  of  the  Orders  under  which  he  acted  ;  dated  the  5th  day 
of  May  1853. 

Orders  to  Dr.  W.  T.  Domville,  Surgeon,  H.M.S.  "  Resolute," 

By  Henry    Kellett,  Esquire,   C.B.,  (Japtain  of  Her  Majesty's 
Ship  "  Resolute." 

Whereas  the  state  of  that  portion  of  the  "Investigator's"  crew  that 
have  already  reached  this  ship  is  such  that  I  deem  it  necessary  there 
should  be  a  medical  report  on  the  remainder. 

You  will  take  charge  of  the  runner  sledge  the  "  John  Dyer,"  manned 
with  six  men,  carrying  with  you  such  medical  comforts  and  other  stores  as 
you  think  expedient,  completing  your  weights  to  200  lbs.  per  man,  and 
proceed  to  the  Harbour  of  Mercy,  in  company  with  Commander  M'Clure, 
who  has  the  necessary  directions  to  hold  such  survey. 

You  will  take  charge  of  and  bring  over  any  invalids  that  it  may  be 
necessary  to  remove. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  the  "  Resolute  "  in  Winter  Quarters, 
Dealy  Island,  5th  May  1853. 

(Signed)  H.  Kellett. 


Dr.  W.  T.  Domville  to  Captain  H.  Kellett,  C.B. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Kesolute," 
Sir,  Dealy  Island,  loth  June  1853. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  submit  for  your  information  a  few  of  the  details 

of  the  journey  to  Bank's  Land,  undertaken  in  pursuance  of  the  orders 

hereto  prefixed. 

The  sledge  having  all  tlie  necessary  equipments  duly  prepared,  and  the 
w  eights  completed  to  200  lbs.  per  man,  by  the  addition  of  several  sides  of 
bacon,  tins  of  Chollet's  compressed  vegetables,  and  Faudeille's  solidified 
milk  (the  latter  as  comforts  for  the  use  of  the  sick  or  such  other  of  our 
felloiv  labourers  as  might  remain  on  board  the  "  Investigator "  after  the 
fulfihnent  of  the  object  of  my  mission),  the  sledge  of  Commander 
M'Clure  being  also  furnished  with  as  much  of  these  useful  articles  of 
consumption  as  amounted  to  the  same  load,  we  started  on  the  eve  of  the 
5th  May. 

The  system  of  travelling  adopted  was  that  of  equal  alternations  of  six 
hours  for  rest  and  six  tor  labour,  thus  making  two  marches  in  twenty-four 
hours,  instead  of  one  ns  usually  a(lo|)te(l.  'Fhis  mode  of  proceeding,  I'roni 
tlie  experience  of  both  methods,  1  consider  well  adapted  lor  sledging  with 
a  heavy  load,  the  men  being  unable  to  maintain  their  maxinuun  powers  of 
traction  lor  the  longei'  pei-iod,  although  well  able  to  do  so  with  a  moderate 
load,  bnt  with  the  latter  they  infinitely  prefer  the  prolonged  hours  of 
travelling  and  the  coneonn'tant  time  for  rest. 

The  floe  being  good  and  the  wind  sufli(;iently  fair  to  render  our  sails  of 
benefit,  we  urrivt;d  at  the  depot  oil"  (,'ape  Providence  on  the  evening  of  th(> 
9th,  reaching  it  during  a  march.  We  only  remaiiu^d  sufiicient  lime  to  take 
the  articles  of  provisions  directed,  leaving  others  for  use  on  our  return. 
I'Votn  Hom(;  error  in  the  re|)()rt  of  provisions  left  here,  a.  tin  of  l)a,con,  upon 
which  we  had  calculated  when  leaving  the  ship,  was  deficient,  consecjuently 
the  men  weic  deprived  of  (he  nsnal  allowance  of  meat  for  limch.  The 
run)  taken  from  I  his  de|)6t  was  also  nnich  detei'ioralcd  I'roni  being  in  a  tin 
can  which  h.id  formerly  contained  lnr|)enline;  this  produced  in  several  of 
1  he  men  :  iirli  disorder  of  the  renal  funclions  as  to  induce  them  f.o  forego 
their  allowance  ol  spirits  after  discovering  I  he  cause. 
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Shortly  after  leaving  Cape  Providence,  when  on  the  perfectly  level  ice  Journal  of  Dr.  DomvUie. 
which  runs  along  the  high  land  between  this  and  Cape  Hay,  the  right 
runner  of  the  sledge  snapped  across  in  two  places  ;  this  accident  appeared  to 
arise  from  the  great  curve  given  to  it,  and  not  sufficient  bearing  for  the  weights. 
From  a  spare  batten  a  fish  was  made  and  the  iron  remaining  intact,  it  was 
sufficiently  repaired  to  proceed.  Numerous  hares  were  seen  sporting  about 
the  slopes  under  the  cliffs,  especially  at  the  mouths  of  the  ravines. 
Captain  M'Clure,  Mr.  Court,  and  myself  shot  six  of  them,  but  as  we  could 
not  encumber  the  sledges  with  increased  weights  and  were  unable  to  afford 
the  time  to  cook  them,  no  more  were  destroyed.  On  the  evening  of  the  10th 
having  reached  the  land  about  four  miles  to  the  eastward  of  our  spring- 
depot  at  Cape  Dundas,  and  the  ice  becoming  hummocky  and  irregular,  we 
struck  off  on  our  course  across  the  floe,  not  however  without  some  appre- 
hension for  the  capabilities  of  my  broken-down  conveyance.  We  first  set 
foot  on  the  soil  of  Bank's  Land  on  the  18th  (having  been  coasting  it  for 
two  days  previous),  dragging  the  sledge  upon  the  land  about  four  miles  to 
the  eastward  of  Cape  Hamilton,  to  avoid  the  immense  hummocks  and 
ridges  of  pressed -up  ice  which  extend  for  three  or  four  miles  around  this 
point. 

In  making  our  way  through  the  crushed-up  ice,  amongst  which  it  was 
difficult  to  find  a  footing,  or  even  a  passage,  which  we  had  to  make  in 
many  places  by  cutting  away  portions  of  the  hummocks  with  axes. 
Captain  M'Clure  and  myself  preceding  and  acting  in  the  capacity  of 
pioneers.  The  narrowest  part  of  these  crushed-up  masses  was  about  half 
a  mile  broad,  and  to  gain  any  distance  all  hands  were  necessarily  employed 
upon  one  sledge,  returning  for  the  other,  which  now,  although  receiving  the 
greatest  attention  in  consequence  of  the  previous  defects,  again  broke  down, 
the  poppets  breaking  away  in  addition  to  the  old  fracture  of  the  runner ; 
this  involved  unpacking  the  sledge,  and  the  portage  of  our  load  to  the 
shore.  On  reaching  it,  we  w^ere  detained  a  couple  of  hours  repairing  defects. 
The  utmost  that  we  could  do  only  enabled  us  to  carry  a  part  of  our  load.. 
Captain  M'Clure,  taking  the  remainder  upon  his  sledge,  proceeded.  On 
following,  we  found  him  encamped  about  a  mile  along  the  shore,  having 
pitched  somewhat  earlier  than  usual  as  a  relief  to  the  severe  labour  which 
all  had  been  engaged  in. 

Near  the  spot  where  we  first  landed,  numerous  fragments  of  coal  were 
picked  up  ;  the  snow  around  beneath  the  cliffs  was  also  much  discoloured 
Avith  a  black  detritus  of  the  same  substance.  As  there  were  more  hands 
than  could  be  employed  relashing  the  sledge,  I  despatched  "  Hannan  "  up 
a  small  ravine  to  the  top  of  the  cliff,  from  whence  he  reported  that  he  had 
found  large  quantities  of  coal ;  I  accordingly  followed  him  sufficiently  high 
to  verify  the  statement.  The  coal  presented  one  immense  block  protruding 
I'rom  the  surface  ;  this,  from  exposure  to  the  weather  and  the  influence  of 
frost  and  snow,  was  of  a  dull  appearance,  partaking  more  of  the  character 
of  slate,  exhibiting  less  bituminous  matter  when  fractured  and  when 
subsequently  exposed  to  ignition,  than  that  found  somewhat  deeper  ;  the 
surface  of  the  latter  when  broken  being  bright  and  vitreous,  with  some  of 
which  we  cooked  our  kettle  mess.  The  quantity  and  facility  of  obtaining 
it  was  such  as  to  afford  a  source  of  fuel  to  a  ship  within  such  a  distance  as 
could  admit  of  the  carriage  being  effected. 

On  preparing  to  start,  we  found  that  the  sledges  could  not  carry  the 
weights.  It  was  therefore  arranged  to  leave  the  greater  portion  of  the  bacon 
with  the  tins  of  preserved  potatoes,  the  former  being  suspended  from  the 
shears  used  for  the  sails,  and  to  send  a  fatigue  party  for  them  from  the  ship, 
now  distant  about  25  miles. 

Resuming  our  journey  we  continued  our  route  along  the  land ;  but  this 
could  only  be  effected  for  about  two  miles,  when  the  hummocks  being 
forced  in  a  wall-like  manner  upon  what  little  beach  existed,  to  the  height 
of  30  or  40  feet  close  to  the  cliffs,  which  were  precipitous  and  almost 
perpendicular,  compelled  us  again  to  search  for  an  opening  upon  the  floe 
outside,  where  the  path  became  again  as  difficult  as  before,  the  lofty 
hummocks  extending  around  Cape  Hamilton  for  nearly  three  miles;  bej'ond 
this  was  a  young  floe,  upon  which  the  heavy  polar  pack  had  set  down, 
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Dr^Domviiie.  crushing  it  into  innumerable  ridges,  the  interstices  being  filled  up  with  soft 
~  snow,  into  which  the  legs  of  the  men  sunk  at  every  step.    Upon  this  we 

continued  for  about  three  miles  to  the  westward  of  Cape  Hamilton,  where 
the  floe  becoming  almost  impenetrable,  wc  were  necessitated  to  return  to 
the  land,  through  an  equally  difficult  road,  for  about  500  yards, 
placing  all  hands  upon  one  sledge  as  before,  and  returning  for  the  other. 
The  destruction  of  the  dilapidated  sledge  now  appeared  inevitable,  and 
my  anticipations  were  soon  realized,  a  portion  only  of  the  difficulties  being 
overcome  when  the  final  destruction  of  our  conveyance  occurred,  it  being 
rent  into  a  dozen  pieces,  the  bearing  iron  curling  upon  itself,  and  thus 
rendering  any  further  attempts  at  repair  utterly  useless.  Portages  Vv'erc 
now"  made  of  our  load,  and  all  being  transported  we  encamped  on  the 
beach,  which  was  here  of  some  extent,  broad  and  level,  receding  to  some 
low  hills,  which  formed  the  outer  boundary  of  the  rising  land,  finally 
terminating,  from  two  to  three  miles  in  the  interior,  in  a  mountainous  ridge 
of  upwards  of  a  thousand  feet  elevation.  The  hours  for  rest  having 
transpired,  we  were  again  under  weigh,  packing  all  the  gear  on  one  sledge, 
with  the  exception  of  a  case  of  pemmican  left  to  be  picked  up  on  our  return. 
Trom  this  to  the  Harbour  of  Mercy  we  found  fair  travelling  in  comparison 
with  that  previously  experienced,  the  beach  continuing  low  and  broad, 
covered  however  with  soft  snow,  in  many  places  converted  into  sludge 
from  the  rising  of  the  tide  through  the  numerous  fissures  along  shore. 
The  water  from  this  source  did  not  now  freeze  during  the  day.  I  may 
here  mention,  that  we  found  water  trickling  down  the  cliffs  on  the  18th 
May,  the  first  day  of  landing. 

Progressing  without  further  hindrance,  we  arrived  at  the  Bay  of  Mercy 
on  Saturday  the  21st,  and  in  about  four  hours  after  rounding  Point  Back 
were  on  board  PI. M.S.  "Investigator."  On  Sunday,  the  day  following 
our  arrival,  the  men  being  present  at  divisions,  your  letter  relative  to  the 
future  distribution  and  order  for  survey  on  the  officers  and  men  was 
publicly  read  on  the  quarter  deck,  and  a  few  explanatory  observations  of 
the  intent  thereof  made  by  Commander  M'Clure.  On  Mondaj^,  a  strict 
and  careful  survey-  was  held  upon  all,  in  the  Commander's  cabin,  where  I 
trust  that  such  inquiries  were  made  as  to  the  past  and  present  condition  of 
the  health  of  every  individual  as  would  fully  accord  with  the  strict 
injunctions  to  that  effect  conveyed  in  your  memorandum.  The  details  of 
the  same,  together  with  the  conjoint  opinion  of  Dr.  Armstrong  and 
myself,  have  been  noted  and  enclosed  with  the  proper  documents  relating 
thereto. 

The  consideration  of  the  zeal  and  patriotic  feelings  inciting  further 
efforts  to  effect  a  passage  through  the  barrier  to  the  completion  of  the 
circumnavigation  of  tlie  American  continent  is  not  Avithin  my  province  ;  not 
so  however  the  material  by  which  it  is  to  be  attempted.  From  observation 
of  the  state  of  all,  which  my  detention  on  board  for  three  days  enabled  me  to 
make,  the  conviction  necessarily  followed  that  the  time  had  arrived  when 
measures  in  some  degree  commensurate  with  this  position  (rendered  still 
more  prominent  from  the  great  evil  of  scurvy  pervading  five-sixths,)  could 
no  longer  be  deferred' Avith  safety.  Por  the  removal  or  alleviation  of  this 
scorbutic  taint  no  remedial  measures  remain,  for  even  the  very  agents  by 
wliicl)  life  is  supported  consist  of  those  substances,  the  continuous  and 
unvai'icd  consumptit^ii  of  which  ai'c  ])r()ne  to  aggravate  and  even  generate 
tfie  disease,  es])ecially  Irom  the  form  and  state  in  which  they  are 
consumed,  the  j)()rk  being  eaten  raw  and  tlie  beef  only  slightly  subjected 
1()  cooking;  in  fad,  llicir  dici,  is  now  leduced  to  that  level  wliich  ])rovc:d 
llie  bane  of  all  our  cai  ly  navigaiors.  To  this  aliment  hut  litt  le  addition  is 
now  made  in  the  form  oC  game,  t  he  animals  having  become  scarcer,  and 
llie  powers  of  endurance  on  tlie  part  of  the  lumter  elVectually  diminished 
from  the  deficiency  ol' a  ration  winch  Avould  enable  him  to  bear  tlie  fat  igues 
oC  the  pui'suit  to  a  successful  terminal  ion.  Three  winters  lia  vc;  alr(>ady 
been  pass(!d  in  iJiese  dreary  solll  iides  ;  day  by  day  every  one  hec-omes  less 
able  \()  sustain,  and  mow.  incident.  t.o  disease.  An  unsuccessl'ul  issue  of 
any  further  endcnvoiirs  at  extrication  would  damp  the  ardour  and  wither 
the  fiope  which  now  allords  a  temporary  l)Ui)yHncy  to  the  spirits;  this, 
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added  to  the  general  malaire  concomitant  with  scorbutic  disease,  might     Journal  of  Dr.  Domviiw. 

result  in  such  a  combination  of  mental  and  bodily  prostration  as  to  arrest 

the  development  of  any  plans  devised  for  safety  on  the  termination  of 

another  winter,  the  cold  of  which  is  also  another  excitant  of  evil.  With 

such  incontrovertible  data  as  may  be  adduced^  not  to  anticipate  or  impugn 

the  dispositions  of  an  all-seeing  Providence,  further  detention  on  the  shores 

of  Banks'  Land  could  not  but  cause  apprehension  for  the  most  fatal 

results.    A  passing  allusion  may  be  made  of  the  provisions  (of  every 

description)  which  were  excellent  in  quality,  and  appeared  still  to  retain 

their  virtue,  but  this  could  not  compensate  for  the  deficiency.    The  article 

lime  juice  deserves  notice,  from  having  been  prepared  by  a  particular 

process,  which  has  fully  succeeded  in  retaining  for  it  all  the  flavour  of  the 

recent  fruit.    The  internal  economy  of  the  ship,  in  regard  to  cleanliness 

and  ventilation,  appeared  unexceptionable. 

Having  now  to  take  our  departure,  it  was  decided  that  I  should  take 
under  my  care  Mr.  Sainsbury,  an  invalid  with  pulmonary  disease, 
labouring  under  great  debility  and  bodily  prostration,  as  also  two  other 
invalid  seamen,  the  one  under  treatment  for  scurvy,  the  other  with 
numerous  scrofulous  abscesses  ;  to  receive  them  the  tent  was  enlarged  by 
the  addition  of  one  cloth,  our  numbers  being  now  eleven  instead  of  eight.  In 
consequence  of  the  existing  depots  at  Cape  Dundas  and  Cape  Providence 
no  more  provisions  were  taken  than  were  necessary  to  carry  us  to  the 
former,  which  I  purposed  taking  on  board,  believing  that  this  step  would 
meet  with  your  approbation,  the  intent  for  which  it  was  there  placed  having 
been  partially  fulfilled.  The  small  quantity  of  provisions  carried  did  not 
however  exempt  us  from  a  heavy  burden,  for  it  being  now  settled  that  the 
ship  was  to  be  vacated,  few  were  wanting  who  had  not  something  for  the 
.  safe  conveyance  of  which  they  were  anxious ;  to  meet  this  wish,  the  sledge's 
crew  were  too  willing.  The  consequence  was  an  accumulation  of  goods  and 
valuables  of  every  description,  the  appearance  of  the  whole  when  loaded 
producing  gome  hesitation  as  to  the  expediency  of  starting  with  it ;  but,  as 
the  several  possessors  were  willing  to  incur  the  risk  of  abandonment  on  the 
floe  to  lighten  our  burden  if  necessary,  the  task  was  undertaken.  On  the 
evening  of  the  24th  we  started  on  om-  return,  the  officers  and  ship's 
company  giying  us  three  hearty  cheers,  which  were  as  warmly  responded. 
On  leaving,  it  was  my  intention  to  have  continued  the  system  of  six  hours 
travelling,  but  we  had  only  effected  four  hours  of  our  march,  and  scarcely 
that  number  of  miles,  before  the  condition  of  my  invalid  companions 
rendered  it  necessary  to  encamp,  to  avoid  exposure  to  the  snow,  which  was 
now  falling  fast  and  obscuring  distant  objects. 

On  the  25th  under-weigh  at  4  a.m.  Rounded  Point  Back  and  proceeded 
towards  Cape  Hamilton,  travelling  over  the  hardened  snow  and  ice  between 
the  hummocks  and  the  beach  ;  progress  slow  and  difficult  from  the  deepness 
of  the  snow,  which  although  crusted  on  the  surface  yielded  to  our  heavy 
load,  in  addition  to  which  ^\e  now  carried  Mr.  Sainsbury  on  the  sledge,  a 
position  he  was  unable  to  vacate  for  the  whole  of  the  subsequent  journey. 
Two  deer  were  seen  on  the  hills  but  were  too  wary  to  admit  our  approach. 
A  light  breeze  from  the  eastw^ard  and  misty.  After  our  period  of  rest  we 
again  advanced,  reaching  about  two  miles  to  the  westward  of  Cape 
Hamilton.  During  this  route  we  observed  a  herd  of  a  dozen  deer  but 
equally  wild  as  the  former ;  the  hares  were  also  numerous  but  very  shy, 
bounding  off  immediately  on  hearing  our  approach.  One  ptarmigan  was 
shot.  Picked  up  the  case  of  pemmican  that  was  left  here  and  deposited  a 
case  or  miniature  quarry  of  geological  specimens  in  order  to  lighten  our 
weight ;  placing  it  in  a  conspicuous  spot  that  the  more  powerful  force 
about  to  follow  us  might  detect  it  with  facility  .  . 

On  the  26th  passed  Cape  Hamilton,  having  up  to  this  spot  continued 
on  the  beach ;  but  now,  at  the  distance  of  half  a  mile  from  the  Cape,  finding 
the  further  progress  arrested  from  the  pack  being  pressed  close  up  to  the 
precipitous  cliffs,  we  struck  off  for  the  floe,  through  the  same  difficulties  as 
before  described,  and  from  this  time  took  our  departure  for  Cape  Dundas, 
pursuing  our  course  as  the  nature  of  the  floe  permitted.    In  crossing  the 
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•^Doraviiie.  strait  but  little  variety  presented  itself  to  the  monotony  of  the  floe,  rendered 
still  more  tedious  by  our  heavy  burthen,  and  frequent  delays  from  the 
feeble  state  of  our  invalid,  to  whom  little  comfort  could  be  afforded, 
stretched  upon  the  sledge  and  necessarily  dragged  over  every  irregularity 
of  surface. 

On  the  28th  and  greater  part  of  the  29th  we  were  detained  by  a  strong 
gale  with  heavy  drift,  necessitating  our  encampment  for  that  period.  I'hese 
difficulties  being  overcome  we  arrived  at  Melville  Island  on  the  2d  June, 
making  the  land  about  seven  miles  west  of  Cape  Dundas,  at  the  same  spot 
as  reached  when  returning  from  the  scene  of  our  disaster  in  the  spring. 
The  course  followed  crossing  the  strait,  was,  after  sighting  Cape  "  Queen 
Victoria,"  to  keep  it  a  little  before  the  port  beam  until  the  eastern  land  of 
Melville  Island  was  discernable,  when  we  steered  direct  for  the  above- 
named  spot. 

At  the  depot  we  found  all  in  the  same  condition  as  when  left  ;  even  the 
head  of  a  musk  oxen  had  not  attracted  the  attention  of  any  of  the  carnivorae. 
Our  route  along  beneath  the  cliffs  was  now  more  cheering,  having  the  note 
of  the  snow  bunting  to  enliven  the  scene,  which  was  now  putting  on  the 
appearance  of  summer,  vegetation  becoming  luxuriant,  the  pleasing  green 
of  the  grasses  being  varied  with  the  bright  blossoms  of  the  purple  saxifrage, 
these  affording  a  beautiful  and  grateful  source  of  sustenance  to  the  granivora? 
of  which  numerous  traces  were  visible  ;  also  from  time  to  time  many  of  the 
animals  themselves,  frequent  groups  of  hares  gambolling  together  among 
the  rocks,  and  herds  of  musk  oxen,  were  daily  passed  ;  of  these  one  musk 
cow  was  shot  out  of  a  herd  feeding  on  the  slopes  near  to  Cape  Hay,  and 
upwards  of  twenty  hares  between  this  and  Cape  Providence.  On  reaching 
the  latter  the  remains  of  the  depot  were  taken  on,  excepting  three  cases 
of  pemmican  left  for  the  use  of  Commander  M'Clure.  The  sledge  which  I 
obtained  from  the  "  Investigator"  was  exhibiting  symptoms  of  frailty  ;  the 
runner  being  protected  for  only  one-half  its  length  by  iron  was  found  to  be 
nearly  worn  through  Every  care  w^as  therefore  taken  to  avoid  accident, 
but  to  no  purpose,  one  runner  being  finally  cut  through  by  a  sharp  ridge  of 
ice  over  wdiich  it  was  passing.  We  were  now  about  eight  miles  to  the 
westward  of  Point  Hearne.  Having  no  material  to  fish  or  splice  the  broken 
rui^ner,  the  only  alternative  left  was  to  divide  the  sledge  transversly  and 
strengthen  the  strongest  portion.  This  done,  I  determined  to  proceep 
with  all  despatch  to  the  ship,  not  deeming  it  prudent  to  incur  the  risk  of 
another  break  down  with  my  poor  companion,  who  had  now  become  utteily 
helpless. 

Divesting  the  sledge,  therefore,  of  every  incumbrance  excepting  actual 
necessaries,  our  sail  even  being  left  behind  and  a  blanket  substituted 
as  occasion  required,  we  starred  for  Dcaly  Island.  The  floe  being  good 
and  the  wind  fair  our  progress  was  rapid,  so  that  with  our  truncated  sledge 
and  jury  rig  we  readied  the  ship  in  three  marches. 

The  objects  of  natural  history  seen  in  these  journies  have  been  large 
herds  of  musk  oxen  on  the  hills  and  slopes  from  Cape  Bounty  to  Cape 
Dundas  ;  mimerous  haies  in  the  same  locality  ;  deer  on  Bank's  Land 
between  Point  Pack  and  (Jape  Hamilton,  and  p(arnn"gan,  usually  in  ])airs 
(at  this  season),  on  both  shores  of  the  strait.  One  wolf  was  seen  in  the 
spring  journey  during  the  protracted  en('amj)ment  at  Cape  Dvnulas ;  the 
nnimal  closely  approached  the  party  while  engaged  repairing  the  sledge, 
])ut  with  some  caution.  On  being  chased  with  such  nn'ssiles  as  were  at 
hand  he  reluctantly  made  off,  and  with  the  same  feeling  on  our  part,  but 
our  only  gun  being  absent  with  two  oCtlic  hands  shooting  we  were  not  able 
to  detum  him  by  this  means. 

( )n  croHsing  from  Point  I  learnc  a,  bear  was  eucount,ei'c>(l.  ( )n  descrying  t  he 
Hledge  when  at  some  dislnncc  lie  made  rapidly  towards  it,  buton  shortening 
the  distance  between  us  slackened  his  pace  and  ach'anced  more  cautiousl}', 
sicnling  from  luunmock  to  hummock  and  carel'ully  i-ecoimoitering  the 
Hledge,  behind  which  we  had  now  all  cioiiched  ix)  avoid  observation,  at  the 
sam(!  time  being  |)r<'|)ared  to  receive  him.  lie  gradually  came  within  about  IT) 
yards  <<f  uh,  wdieii  I  gn\c  him  the  contents  ol'a  barrel  ol'sliot  and  ball  near 


(   677  ) 


the  fore-shoulder.  On  receivinG;  it  he  fell  over  on  his  side,  but  the  cap  having    Journal  of  Dr.  Domviiie 

fallen  from  the  other  barrel,  before  another  could  be  replaced  he  gathered 

himself  up  and  made  slowly  off.  I  followed  him  for  some  distance,  exhibiting 

unequivocal  symptoms   of  weakness,  but  he  still  maintained  sufficient 

strength  to  keep  just  beyond  gun  shot.    The  pursuit  thus  partaking  too 

much  of  the  "  Will  o'the  Wisp"  character,  I  was  necessitated  to  return  to 

my  companions.    An  animal  answering  his  description,  about  three  parts 

grown,  with  a  remarkably  white  coat,  having  been  driven  from  the  ship  in 

this  direction  early  in  the  morning  it  is  not  unreasonable  to  suppose  that 

it  was  one  and  the  same  animal,  this  species  having  proved  so  scarce. 

Lemmings  were  found  in  great  numbers  both  on  the  shore  and  floe  during 

the  latter  part  of  May  ;  the  commencement  of  the  thaw  appearing  to  drive 

them  from  their  holes,  the  water   inundating  and  frequently  drowning 

them  in  their  sub-surface  cells,  both  of  the  floe  and  land,  either  being 

alike  selected  for  their  habitation.    On  being  pursued  and  finding  no  means 

of  escape  these  little  animals  exhibit  gi-eat  pugnacity,  stopping  and  sitting 

upon    their   haunches,   strenuously  defending   themselves    against  the 

aggressor. 

The  birds  seen  were  but  few  in  number,  consisting  of  the  barnacle  goose, 
king  duck,  burgomaster,  herring  gull,  ivory  gull,  Iceland  falcon,  and 
raven. 

In  connexion  with  this  subject,  the  safety  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  heroic 
band  becomes  associated,  the  possibility  and  probability  of  self-maintenance 
by  capturing  these  animals  being  advanced  by  those  anxious  and  interested 
for  their  welfare.  In  this  number  none  were  more  sanguine  than  myself ;  but 
a  visit  to  these  latitudes,  and  a  consequent  appreciation  of  the  many  fortuitous 
and  unforeseen  events  which  may  occur  without  the  power  of  any  human 
foresight  to  avert,  conjoined  with  some  knowledge  of  the  habits  of  the 
animals  of  the  Arctic  regions,  have  not  failed  to  reverse  the  feelings  of  hope 
and  lead  to  the  conclusion,  however  painful,  that  the  safety  of  those  gallant 
men  is  no  longer  tenable.  Allowing  that  they  have  avoided  all  casualties 
and  escaped  to  some  shore  abounding  with  animal  life,  the  power  of  capture, 
even  by  the  most  skilful  hunters  among  them  after  the  expiration  of  several 
seasons,  becomes  a  question,  as  particularly  evinced  by  the  "  Investigator," 
the  game  becoming  scarcer  and  more  difficult  of  access  every  year,  and  the 
powers  and  endurance  of  the  pursuers  sensibly  diminished. 

The  existence  of  a  land  of  plenty,  if  any,  in  these  regions,  is  yet  a  mystery. 
Melville  Island  has  certainly  yielded  a  good  supply,  but  by  no  means 
sufficient  as  a  sole  source  of  food  to  any  number  of  men. 

Much  might  be  advanced  on  the  above,  but  being  irrelevant  to  the  subject 
of  this  communication  is  for  the  present  suppressed. 

The  following  are  the  names  of  the  men  attached  to  the  sledge  "John 
Dyer  "  under  my  command: 

James  Wilkie  (Ice  quartermaster),      Thomas  Northouse  (A.B.) 

Captain  of  sledge.  George  Bell  (A.B.) 

Richard  Hobbs  (Seijeant  R.M.)        Henry  Richards  (A.B.^ 
Wm.  Hannan  (Private  R.M.)  Emanuel  Bidgood  (A.B.) 

On  returning,  our  numbers  were  increased  by  three  invalids  from 
H.M.  Ship  "Investigator,"  viz.  Mr.  Sainsbury  (mate),  Thomas  Morgan 
(A.B.),  and  Ellis  Griffiths  (A.B.) 

To  the  good  behaviour  of  the  above  I  bear  willing  testimony ;  performing 
these  duties  cheerfully  and  patiently  under  their  heavy  burdens,  which  it  is 
to  be  observed  were  never  sensibly  decreased,  carrying  provisions  and 
necessaries  on  our  outward  journey,  and  on  our  return  laden  with  property 
of  all  kinds,  in  addition  to  which,  Mr.  Sainsbury  was  compelled  by  debility 
to  be  borne  upon  the  sledge. 

Trusting  that  the  above  proceedings,  as  well  as  the  general  good  conduct 
of  the  men,  will  meet  with  your  entire  approbation, 

I  have,  &c. 

William  T.  Domville, 

Surgeon. 


III. 
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Journal  of  No.  14. 

Lieutenant  Pirn  and  Mr.  Eoche, 

^atc.  Journal  of  the  Piioceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Murchibon,"  detached 

from  H.M.  Ship.  "  Uesolute,"  between  the '  l 9th  May  and  9th  June 
1853,  under  the  command  of  B.  C.  T.  Pim,  Lieutenant. — J>eechey 
Island.  Mr.  Richard  Roche,  Mate,  between  7th  May  and  18th  June 
1853. — Across  Melville  Island,  Lieutenant  B.  C.  T.  Pim,  between 
19th  May  and  9th  June  1853. 


Lieutenant  Pim  to  Captain  Henry  Kellett,  C.B.,  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 

H.M.S.  "Resolute,"  Winter  Quarters, 
gjj.^  Dealy  Island,  16th  August  1853. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  my  return  from  "  Hecla  and  Griper  Bay" 
on  the  9th  June,  having  fulfilled  the  instructions  contained  in  your  orders 
of  the  19th  ultimo. 

The  journey  across  Melville  Island  proved  a  lengthened  one.  The  unpre- 
cedented bad  weather  and  heavily  laden  sledge,  2l41bs.  per  man,  necessarily 
delayed  us  considerably,  and  not  having  the  advantage  of  assistance  from 
other  crews,  hitherto  enjoyed  by  every  traveller  on  this  route,  I  was 
compelled  (over  ridges  and  deep  ravines)  to  make  two  and  sometimes  three 
portages  with  the  baggage,  a  tedious  process  involving  much  loss  of  time. 

The  system  of  travelling  so  successfully  practised  by  Captain  M'Clure 
and  his  officers  was  adopted,  with  the  slight  alteration  approved  of  by 
3^ourself.  Instead  of  travelling  six  hours  and  resting  six  hours  alternately 
throughout  the  twenty-four,  I  travelled  six  hours,  tented  four,  then  marched 
four,  and  encamped  for  the  rest  of  the  day,  by  which  means  the  men  enjoyed 
a  longer  sleep  and  the  cook  was  enabled  to  provide  warm  meals,  a  comfort 
not  enjoyed  by  the  enterprising  travellers  of  the  "  Investigator."  '1  his  plan 
I  think  far  superior  to  the  old  system  of  continuous  dragging  during  the 
whole  day. 

The  route  chosen  was  on  the  whole  good,  the  snow  on  the  plains  still 
forming  a  deep  hard  covering  ;  in  the  bottom  of  the  ravines,  however,  it  was 
very  soft,  the  difference  of  temperature  at  once  pointing  out  the  cause. 
Upon  reaching  "  Hecla  and  Griper  Bay,"  two  miles  east  of  Lieutenant 
Hamilton's  cairn  {vide  chart),  the  coast  proved  so  low  that  I  was  obliged  to 
esort  to  digging  for  the  purpose  of  ascertaining  whether  I  stood  upon  land 
or  ice.  The  land  here  trends  gradually  to  the  northward,  and  then  joins 
Cape  Mudge,  making  this  part  of  the  bay,  therefore,  smaller  than  was 
hitherto  supposed. 

While  still  on  the  land  I  experienced  a  most  unpleasant  detention  of  73 
hours  in  the  tent,  the  wind  during  that  time  blowing  a  whole  gale  from  the 
northward,  accompanied  by  clouds  of  snow  drift  mixed  with  fine  sand,  which 
we  were  unable  to  face.  This  imprisonment  was  followed  after  a  day's 
intermission  by  another  gale  from  the  same  quarter,  confining  us  56  hours 
more,  making  aUogether  five  days  and  six  nights.  It  is  needless  describing 
the  discomfort  and  misery  of  this  period  ;  suffice  it  to  say  that  the  eight  of 
us  were  huddled  together  hi  a  space  eight  feet  by  six  feet,  with  buffalo 
robes,  &c.,  so  wet  that  we  were  able  to  wring  the  water  from  them.  I 
("ituiot  sf)eak  too  highly  of  the  elu  erful  manner  in  which  the  confinement 
was  borne  by  the  men,  although  I  regret  to  say  most  of  thein  were  consider- 
able siiflcrcrs  by  it,  itnd  one  man,  on  his  return  to  the  ship,  was  placed  on 
the  sick  list  in  conseciucnce. 

During  the  last  dcU  nl  ion,  when  encamped  near  the  cart,  I  was  much 
Kurpriscd  by  the  uncxiKclcd  ;i|)])(>iiranc(>  oC  Cii])tiiin  Jlichards,  H.M.S. 
''Assistance."  lie  hiid  nut  Li(  iit.t'nani,  llann'lton  in  hititude  7()"  45' N. 
longitude  107"  ^•'>'  W.,  and  learnt  the  position  of  the  "Resolute,"  to  which 
vessel  he  was  now  on  his  road.  Flis  \mr\y  wvrc  in  good  health,  but  all  their 
baggage  wfis  sjituralcd  with  wel,  in  C()nsc(|Mence  ol"  the  late  bad  weather, 
('aptaiti  ftichards  (;()tiHid(!r('(l  hiinsell"  most  Ibrtunafe  in  not  having  the  gale 
against  him,  as  any  detention  in  his  circumstance's  Avould  have  been  most 
Hcrious.  I  (uniished  hini  with  written  directions  Ibi'  crossing  the  ishiiid, 
uIho  a  topographical  ehait,  which  I  tiiist  proved  usel'nl  ;  alter  a.  short,  rest, 
he  proceeded  on  his  journey. 
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Arriviner  at  Port  Nias,  I  could  not  but  admire  the  cairn  built  there  :  it  ^.  ''^S"™^^*'^ 

T  1    T  T  T     •  n  ^  1  i  •  1      Lieutenant  Pim  and  Mr. 

resembled  a  solid  piece  oi  masonry,  and  proved  a  most  conspicuous  mark.  Mate. 

Mr.  De  Bray  had  disturbed  a  few  stones,  and  in  pursuance  of  your  orders  I  — 

commenced  removing  the  rest  in  search  of  the  record  left  by  Sir  Edward 

Parry.  After  three  hours  and  twenty  minutes  employment,  the  tin  cylinder 

(6  in.  long  by  £  in  diameter)  was  found,  the  paper  copied,  and  the  cairn 

restored  to  its  original  height,  not  it  is  true  in  a  very  workmanlike  style, 

the  limited  time  not  permitting  such  scrupulous  exactness  as  that  practised 

by  the  builders.    Nothing  was  seen  of  the  coins  buried  there ;  but  some 

bits  of  bone,  part  of  a  deer's  horn,  a  quid  of  tobacco,  and  other  things  of  a 

like  nature,  were  taken  possession  of  by  the  men  and  kept  as  relics.  Leaving 

Port  Nias  I  proceeded  with  Captain  M'Clintock's  depot,  &c.,  as  well  as 

Sir  Edward  Parry's  cylinder,  which  were  safely  placed  on  Cape  Fisher,  from 

which  place  I  started  for  the  ship  at  4  p.m.,  June  4th. 

The  journey  was  performed  on  nearly  the  same  route  as  the  outgoing 
until  the  island  was  about  one  third  crossed,  when  1  struck  more  to  the 
westward,  passing  Captain  M'Clintock's  old  tracks,  and  ultimately  following 
those  made  by  Captain  Richards,  which  led  me  through  the  most  remarkable 
ravine  I  have  seen  in  these  regions.  Its  dark  frowning  sides,  nearly 
perpendicular,  formed  a  grand  contrast  to  the  surrounding  land ;  the  bottom 
was  very  narrow,  quite  free  from  snow,  and  covered  with  large  stones.  Its 
mouth  opened  out  only  a  short  distance  from  the  ice  in  "  Bridport  Inlet,"  after 
which  we  were  soon  on  board,  arriving  at  the  ship  about  1 1  a.m.,  June  9th. 

The  drift  wood  discovered  in  "  Hecla  and  Griper  Bay,"  was  visited 
both  going  and  returning,  and  a  portion  taken  as  fuel ;  it  was  however  so 
saturated  with  wet  that  it  was  burned  with  extreme  difficulty.  The  tree 
is  30  feet  long  by  7  feet  in  circumference,  and  is  a  pine,  but  of  what  par- 
ticular species  I  cannot  say.  It  is  thrown  well  up  on  the  beach  ;  I  should 
imagine  deposited  there  during  a  very  open  season,  or  there  could  not  have 
been  sufficient  agitation  of  the  waves  to  drive  it  into  its  present  position. 

The  difference  of  climate  between  the  northern  and  southern  shores  of  this 
island  is  indeed  remarkable.  On  the  one  side  but  few  signs  of  the  approach 
of  summer  could  be  discerned,  even  a  ptarmigan  seen  on  Cape  Fisher  still 
retained  its  winter  plumage ;  in  short  everything  yet  wore  a  polar  aspect. 
The  other  side,  having  the  advantage  of  a  southern  aspect,  presented  a  very 
different  scene  ;  pools  of  water,  muddy  ground,  and  decayed  snow  every- 
where attested  the  powerful  influence  of  the  present  warm  temperature. 

On  the  morning  of  the  8th  June  the  weather  cleared  up,  having  during 
the  previous  20  days  been  nothing  but  a  succession  of  mists,  snow  storms, 
and  gales  of  wind.  The  sun  never  enlivened  the  dreariness  of  the  scene, 
and  only  on  three  occasions  showed  itself  through  the  dense  atmosphere. 

The  vegetation  met  with  during  the  journey  appeared  very  backward, 
but  it  must  be  remembered  that  the  general  nature  of  the  ground  was 
barren  in  the  extreme.  The  grass,  which  forms  the  principal  food  of  the 
musk  oxen,  had  assumed  a  greenish  tint ;  the  purple  saxifrage  was  the 
next  in  advance,  without  flowers,  however  the  sorrel  had  hardly  begun  to 
put  forth  its  leaves,  and  the  mosses  had  still  a  dark  withered  appearance 
the  dwarf  willow  was  scarce,  and  the  poppy  was  not  met  with. 

The  country  disclosed  a  succession  of  hills  and  ravines,  with  an  occasional 
undulating  surface  of  table  land,  which  was  crossed  from  east  to  west  with 
extensive  ridges  of  stone  (sandstone),  much  worn  from  the  effect  of  the 
weather.  No  lakes  were  met  with.  The  sandstone  stratum  in  the  ravines 
presented  a  most  curious  appearance ;  it  was  fretted  away  (by  the  action  of 
water),  into  every  variety  of  shape,  resembling  rather  the  work  of  man 
than  the  operations  of  nature. 

The  shore  from  east  to  west  of  "  Hecla  and  Griper  Bay  "  was  low  and 
shelving,  rising  gradually  inland  for  about  20  miles,  when  the  island  attains 
its  greatest  elevation.  The  southern  shore  presents  a  bold  front  and  dis- 
closes a  succession  of  openings  from  the  numerous  ravines.  Coal  was 
picked  up,  and  proved  most  useful ;  it  was  generally  found  in  lumps  of 
three  to  six  pounds,  at  the  bottom  of  ravines  and  watercourses.  On  two 
occasions,  I  observed  a  large  collection  on  the  sides  (northern  aspect)  ;  each 
was  composed  of  very  small  pieces  which  completely  covered  the  ground, 
in  many  places  sticking  out  on  its  edge,  and  was  intermingled  with  iron- 
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Journal  of  stoiic  of  SO  dark  a  colour  that  the  men  wore  only  undeceived  by  the  diflfe- 

LieutenantPM Mr. Roche,  ^^^^^     weight.    Thinking  a  vcIn  of  coal  might  exist,  I  dug  down  a  few 

  inches  as  far  as  the  frozen  subsoil,  but  did  not  increase  our  store  by  the 

experiment.  The  coal  is  very  black,  easily  separated  into  layers  like  mica, 
and  when  broken  does  not  soil  the  fingers ;  it  burns  with  a  bright  flame, 
affording  a  powerful  heat,  and  is  much  prized  by  the  cooks,  who  always 
keep  a  good  look  out  for  it.  I  remarked  that  a  piece  which  had  apparently 
been  exposed  some  time  to  the  action  of  water  in  the  bottom  of  a  ravine, 
when  burnt,  appeared  more  slaty,  and  deposited  a  larger  cinder  with  a  greater 
quantity  of  white  ash. 

During  the  journey  no  musk  oxen  were  seen ;  the  small  quantity  of 
grass  I  imagine  not  holding  out  sufficient  inducement  for  them  to  remain  in 
the  interior  of  the  country.  Reindeer  were  comparatively  scarce ;  it  is 
Avorthy  of  remark  that  the  greater  number  were  assembled  on  the  southern 
shore,  while  those  seen  on  the  north  side  of  the  island  were  hastily  bending 
their  steps  to  the  northward,  probably  seeking  other  lands  with  a  milder 
aspect.  The  herds  were  composed  of  bucks  and  last  year  fawns  ;  only  one 
doe  was  seen  (June  7th),  she  had  a  recently  dropped  fawn  about  the  size 
of  a  hare  and  was  extremely  shy,  running  away  at  full  speed,  the  little 
creature  keeping  by  her  side  without  apparent  difficulty  ;  she  was  without 
horns.  Of  those  which  were  shot  (three  in  number),  the  coarse  winter 
coat  was  fast  falling  oft",  and  another  of  shorter  hair  and  finer  texture 
appearing  in  its  stead.  The  horns  were  of  considerable  size,  about  2  feet, 
proving  the  rapidity  of  their  growth,  (in  the  beginning  of  the  month  [May] 
they  did  not  possess  any) ;  they  were  covered  with  soft  downy  hair  and 
were  easily  broken,  the  blood  oozing  from  the  fracture,  owing  to  the  high 
degree  of  vascularity  they  possessed.  Two  hares  and  a  few  lemmings  make 
up  the  list  of  quadrupeds  seen.  The  first  duck  flew  across  "  Hecla  and 
Griper  Bay  "  June  2d,  shortly  followed  by  brent  geese.  I  was  not,  how- 
ever, so  fortmiate  as  to  procure  any,  although  many  flew  past.  A  few 
ptarmigan  and  a  snowy  owl  complete  the  list  of  animals  seen  during  the 
journey.  A  ptarmigan  upon  being  winged  ran  swiftly  along  the  snow, 
and  in  a  few  seconds  burrowed  under  the  surface  ;  its  foot  marks,  however, 
proved  an  unerring  guide  to  its  retreat,  and  the  bird  was  captured.  It 
deserved  a  better  fate,  and  I  should  have  suffered  it  to  escape  had  it  not 
been  wounded  too  badly  to  have  a  chance  of  recovery. 

In  conclusion,  I  have  onlj^  to  express  my  entire  satisfaction  Avith  the 
conduct  of  the  men ;  no  distinction  can  be  made  when  all  did  their  duty 
alike  cheerfully  and  well.  The  manner  in  which  many  days'  detention  in 
a  wet  tent  during  a  gale  of  wind  was  borne,  reflects  the  highest  credit  upon 
them,  and  will  I  trust  meet  your  approbation. 

I  have,  &c. 

  B.  C.  T.  PiM. 

Journal  of  Procerdtngs  of  II. M.  Sledge  "  Murchison,"  while  crossing 
Melville  Island  to  llecla  and  Griper  Bay;  between  19th  May  and 
9th  June  1 853. 

.TaK.  D,rn<-iiuK  Boat8.  Mate.        Tliursdaii ,  \^fh   Mai/   1853.— 4.20  P.M.     Left  the  ship  to  carry  a 

.J«H.  I'urr,  O.  Mate.  i      a  i  \k   ^    •\^     i  ^       i  tt     i  i  /-^   •        -iK       .»  ^.  , 

.los.  Dacoii,  s.  Cook.  (Icpot  and  cart  across  MclvilIc  Islarul  to  Hecla  and  Griper  Bay,'  lor  the 

iV"*'';  ^'w'.  U'^c  of  i\\v.  ti-avclliiig  parties  about  to  return  by  that  route.    My  sledo-e  crew 

Will.  .Miirnff.nl,  (Jarp.  cri'W.  .  ,  "  ^  i  •      i  ■  •        i   i      •         i         t,'-  v-iv.  i» 

Will.  f;.,f;ii(i,  (;.  r;,;oii.         consists  oi  the  seven  men  named  m  the  margin,  assisted  during  the  first  day's 

march  ])y  thr(!e  extra  men  and  as  many  dogs.  With  so  strong  a  party  wc 
pi(j(-(.'ed('d  iaj)idly  across  "  Ihidpori  Inlet ;"  about  half  way  over,  "Jjion,"one 
of  the  dogs  remaining  on  boani,  overtook  us,  preferring  liard  work  with  his 
brethren  to  solitary  ease  at  the  shij).  He  arranged  himself  alongside  the 
team,  and  when  sfcuicd  pulled  away  with  the  rest ;  his  harness  was  com- 
pletely bit  l,eii  through,  by  which  means  In;  had  eflected  his  escape.  Observed 
Konie  small  jjoolsof  water  on  I  he  floe,  and  (bund  t  he  low  land  (piite  swampy. 
Shortly  alter  \)  the  cart,  was  reached,  and  at  10  the  "  Polynia.  Lake" 
croHHcd.  CamjK'd  to  eiia-bU^  tlu;  auxiliary  party  to  rest  in  the  shooting  tent. 
Saw  II  deer  on  the  lake,  a  hare,  and  I  luce  i)t  armigan,  on  l  lu^  adjacent 
land  ;  wounded  th(;  hare,  but  it  escaped. 

I<'nd(n/,  VMlh.  Mdij  185.'').  2.30.  a.m.  Started,  liaving  rested  four 
lioiirH;  weather /.dooiny  with  thick  snow.    0.  iteached  the  bamboo  cairn, 


.In  p.  Ili.lloraM,  A. 15. 


Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Tim  and  M 
Mate. 


Jan.  CorneliiJH,  TJoatB. 
JoK.  I'urr,  G.  Mate. 
JoH.  I'ucori,  K.  (,'ook. 
Will.  Khitli,  Cox.  \j. 
Will.  Miiiiiford,  ('arp.  I 
Will.  Gofuid,  (;.  Cook 
Jiri.  JIulloruii,  A,\'>. 


.  -  — f;— >         ."■  .1—  - —   .......  v>jvv'i/<.«i  iiio  V    ii[(v.-.  v/uscrvcu 

some  siiiiill  pools  of  wafer  on  lliffloc,  uiul  (oimd  llu*  low  laiid  (|iiiU>  swampy. 
Slioil.ly  al'lcr  \)  llic  carl,  was  reached,  and  al,  10  the  "  Polynia  Lake" 
croHHcd.  ('aiiijiid  l(.  i  iinltic  I  lie  auxiliary  party  to  rest  in  the  shooting  tent. 
Saw  II  deer  on  tlx;  lake,  a.  hare,  and  three  i)tarniif^;in,  on  the  ndjaecnt 
land  ;  wounded  the  hare,  hnt  it  escaiK'd. 

h'ri<l(i;i,  'JA)lli.  Maji  \^W,'u  '2. .'JO.  a.m.  Started,  having-  rested  four 
lioin-H;  weather /.dooniy  with  thick  snow.    (J.  Keached  Ihe  bamboo  cairn, 
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and  found  the  plain  bare  of  snow.   6.30.  Encamped  half  a  mile  north  of  the  Journal  of 

cairn,  sent  the  three  men  and  dogs  back  to  the  ship,  saw  about  20  reindeer.  i'>^"'«"^'^ti'™^^^<iMr.Eoche, 

4  P.M.  Started ;  weather  the  same  as  in  the  morning;  the  snow,  however,   

had  accumulated  upon  the  land  to  the  depth  of  three  or  four  inches  and 
afforded  a  very  passable  road.  Upon  trial  the  compass  proved  defective, 
which,  with  the  total  absence  of  the  sun,  and  the  extreme  thickness  of  the 
weather,  rendered  the  task  of  leading  most  difficult ;  fortunately  a  light 
N. W.  wind  enabled  me  to  keep  the  right  direction.  Over  the  stony  ridges 
the  dragging  was  very  heavy,  so  much  so,  that  it  became  necessary  to 
remove  the  cart  and  go  on  with  the  sledge,  a  proceeding  which  occupied 
much  time.    10.  Encamped  ;  while  pitching  the  tent  saw  two  deer. 

Saturday^  2\st  May  1853. — 2  a.m.  Started,  weather  gloomy  with  snow. 
2.30.  Came  to  the  edge  of  a  deep  chasm,  which  I  take  to  be  the  "  Crooked 
Ravine,"  dragged  the  sledge  and  cart  to  the  bottom  and  ptched  the,  tent. 
Sent  the  captain  of  the  sledge  to  the  westward  while  I  walked  in  the 
opposite  direction,  hoping  to  find  Lieutenant  Hamilton's  sledge  marks  ;  at 
8  both  parties  returned  unsuccessful.  Observed  the  summit  of  a  hill 
covered  with  small  pieces  of  coal ;  they  were  unfit  for  use,  crumbling  to 
dust  in  the  hand.  Saw  16  deer  and  three  ptarmigan ;  shot  one  of  the  latter. 
Weather  very  warm  and  at  times  so  thick  as  to  obscure  the  opposite  side  of 
the  ravine.  4  p.m.  Started  ;  determined  not  to  follow  the  intricate  windings 
of  the  ravine,  but  pursue  a  direct  course  over  the  island.  Took  the  cart  up 
the  opposite  side,  then  made  two  trips  with  the  sledge,  and  by  this  means 
gained  the  top,  which  has  the  appearance  of  an  extensive  plain ;  proceeded 
over  it  about  north,  left  the  cart  and  pushed  on  with  the  sledge.  8. 
Arrived  at  the  edge  of  a  very  deep  ravine,  pitched  the  tent  and  went  back 
for  the  cart.  Saw  two  deer  and  shot  one  of  them  (a  buck,  the  horns,  sofl 
and  covered  with  hair,  were  of  considerable  size).  10.15.  The  cart  arrived. 
Rested  four  hours. 

Sunday,  22(/  May  1853.— 2  a.m.  Started  and  dragged  the  sledge  and 
cart  to  a  declivity  down  which  they  ran  with  safety  ;  then,  by  adopting  the 
same  system  as  at  the  last  ravine,  arrived  upon  the  opposite  side,  pitched  the 
tent,  weather  clearing.  6.30.  Beautiful  morning,  light  wind  from  N.W. 
At  the  bottom  of  the  ravine  picked  up  a  piece  of  coal  about  lOlbs.  in  weight. 
4  p.m.  Started ;  weather  again  overcast  and  as  gloomy  as  ever,  snowing 
fast,  travelling  over  an  extensive  undulating  plain.  6.30.  Came  to  a 
broad  ridge  of  stones  ;  while  dragging  the  cart  over,  a  solitary  deer  trotted 
up  within  150  yards  and  was  shot  (distance  measured  127  yards).  After 
passing  this  ridge  found  the  plain  well  covered  with  hard  snow.  1 0.  Encamped ; 
the  sun  peeped  out  for  a  few  minutes,  by  which  I  found  the  wind  still  N.W. 

Monday,  2Sd  May  1853. — 2  a.m.  Started,  plain  gradually  descending 
towards  a  ravine  apparently  of  some  size.  4.30.  Entered  the  ravine. 
6.  Encamped.  5  p.m.  Started ;  the  snow  at  the  bottom  of  the  ravine  very 
soft  and  dragging  consequently  heavy;  found  the  ravine  turn  to  the  eastward 
and  then  S.E.  10.30.  Encamped  and  ascended  the  hills  in  the  vicinity 
in  the  hope  of  seeing  "  Hecla  and  Griper  Bay,"  but  the  thick  weather  and 
fast  falling  snow  completely  obscured  surrounding  objects. 

Tuesday,  24:th  May  1853. — 2  a.m.  Started  again.  I  went  to  the  top  of 
the  highest  hill  but  could  not  see  any  distance.  6  a.m.  Encamped  still  in 
the  ravine,  which  I  examined  and  found  still  turning  to  the  S.E.  4  p.m. 
Weather  much  worse,  but  at  8  it  cleared  a  little  ;  dragged  the  cart  to  the 
top  and  then  took  up  the  sledge,  snow  falling  uninterruptedly.  Weather 
again  as  thick  as  ever;  proceeded  in  a  northerly  direction,  steering  by  the 
wind,  which  is  still  from  the  old  quarter. 

Wednesday,  25th  May  1853. — 4.30.  Saw  six  deer  and  five  ptarmigan; 
shot  a  brace  of  the  latter.  6  a.m.  Encamped.  4  p.m.  Started,  strong 
breeze  from  N.W.  with  drift ;  travelling  over  undulating  ground,  gradually 
descending,  from  which  circumstance  I  imagine  we  are  very  close  to  the 
coast.  8.  Encamped,  the  breeze  having  increased  to  a  whole  gale  with 
clouds  of  snow-drift,  which  in  the  present  warm  temperature  wets  as  much 
as  heavy  rain.  26th,  27th,  and  part  of  the  28th,  the  gale  blew  with  such 
violence  that  we  were  in  momentary  expectation  of  the  tent  coming  down. 
At  9,30  P.M.  of  the  28th,  however,  the  wind  abated,  and,  to  the  great 
joy  of  every  one,  we  were  once  more  released.    Weather  much  clearer,  but 
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Journal  of  SHOW  Still  falling;  proceeded  over  low  flat  land  covered  with  snow.  Daring 

/lieutenant  Pim^and  Mr.  Roche,  ^^^^  detention  of  73  hours  the  eight  of  US  wcrc  huddled  together  in  one  of  the 
—  smallest  tents  belonging  to  the  "  Investigator,"  eight  feet  by  six,  the  whole 

party  being  more  or  less  wet.  All  the  men  complained  of  pains,  stiffness,  and 
other  affections  to  which  I  need  not  here  allude,  myself  so  bad  as  scarcely 
to  be  able  to  walk. 

Sunday,  2^th  May  1853. — 3  a.m.  Arrived  at  last  upon  the  floe,  about 
2  miles  east  of  Lieut.  Hamilton's  cairn ;  saw  his  sledge  marks  very  distinctly, 
the  late  gale  having  blown  all  the  loose  snow  off.  6  a.m.  Encamped 
about  three  miles  from  the  cart.  4  p.m.  Started  again,  weather  squally. 
10.  Encamped  close  to  the  cart;  by  this  time  the  squalls  had  increased  to  a 
whole  gale,  which  brought  such  clouds  of  snow-drift  mixed  with  dust  that 
we  could  not  face  it.    Four  deer  passed  close  to  the  tent. 

Monday,  30th  May  1853. — Confined  to  the  tent,  gale  as  strong  as  ever, 
unable  to  see  20  yards  ahead.  9.  The  cook  reported  a  sledge  close  to  tlie 
tent,  which  proved  to  belong  to  Commander  Richards,  H.M.  S.  "  Assistance." 
He  had  met  Lieutenant  Hamilton  on  the  18th  instant  and  was  now  on  his 
road  to  the  "  Resolute."  Gave  him  a  chart  and  directions  for  crossing  the 
land.  He  had  made  a  straight  course  from  Cape  Mudge  running  before  the 
wind,  but  all  the  clothes,  bedding,  robes,  &c.,  were  thoroughly  wet. 
Obtained  4  days'  allowance  of  rum,  fuel,  and  pemmican,  and  learnt  that  the 
"  Assistance"  had  wintered  in  lat.  76°  56'  N.,  long.  97"  00'  W.  all  well ; 
only  one  death  during  the  winter.  Commander  Richards'  was  the  only 
extended  party,  although  Captain  Belcher  himself  contemplated  the  exami- 
nation of  "  Jones  Channel,"  the  western  entrance  of  which  was  near  his 
winter  quarters.  No  game  had  been  met  with,  but  1 1  bears  and  a  walrus  shot. 

Tuesday,  3ls(  May  1853.— -Confined  to  the  tent,  gale  and  drift  as  strong 
as  yesterday. 

Wednesday,  1st  June  1853. — Secured  Commander  M'Clintock's  depot, 
and  made  a  conspicuous  mark  with  the  two  carts.  6  a.m.  Started,  and  at 
1 1  reached  the  tree,  a  portion  of  which  was  cut  up  for  fuel,  of  which  we 
stand  much  in  need;  encamped.  6.10  p.m.  Started  again  and  at  12'40 
encamped  about  3^  miles  from  Point  Nias.  Found  the  floe  old  ice  and  very 
hummocky  with  much  soft  deep  snow,  the  under  crust  of  which  was  quite 
rotten ;  some  of  the  hummocks  were  covered  with  an  upper  crust  of  pancake 
ice  placed  on  its  edge  precisely  the  same  as  on  the  "  Polynia  Lake." 

Thursday,  2d  June  1853. — 4.40  a.m.  Started  and  at  6.45  reached  Point 
Nias.  Pitched  the  tent  and  set  the  people  to  work  to  find  Sir  Edward 
Parry's  record.  Removed  the  cairn  stone  by  stone  and  after  3h.  20m,  labour 
found  the  cylinder  ;  the  tin  case,  6  inches  long  by  f  inch  in  diameter,  was 
quite  free  from  rust,  and  the  enclosed  parchment  in  perfect  preservation. 
The  following  is  a  copy  of  the  record  :  — 

"  This  was  deposited  in  the  montli  of  June  1820  by  a  party  belonging 
to  H.B.M.  Ships  '  Ilecla'  and  'Griper,'  which  wintered  in  a  harbour  of 
this  island  in  lat.  74°  47'  15"  N.  long.  110°  47'  00"  W.  A.D.  1819-20. 
"  Edward  Sabine.     (Signed)  W.  S.  Pauuy.  (Signed.)" 

Returned  to  the  tent  and  alter  packing  the  depot  for  Cape  Fisher  got  into 
our  bags.  6.0  i'.m.  Connneneed  rebuilding  the  cairn,  Avliich  was  raised  to 
its  original  height ;  the  stones  however  were  merely  placed  rouglily  together, 
the  limited  time  not  being  suiricient  to  restore  it  as  beCore.  7-40.  Started 
for  (Jaj)e  J'^isher,  leaving  2  days'  ])i()visi()ns  for  (^omniander  M'Clintock's 
party  on  the  point.  Wind  S.W.  light  with  miovv  weather  as  thick  as  ever; 
I'ouiid  the  snow  nnuth  thawcxl  and  travelling  heavy. 

J'rlthiy,  Wd  June  1853. — 1.40  a.m.  ICncaniped,  weather  clearing  a  little. 
5.45.  Started  again,  (/aj)eH  Fisher  and  Mudge  insight.  9.45.  Encamped, 
w(;al.li(  r  very  warm,  saw  ii,  dnck  flying  to  northward.  8  p.m.  Started, 
light  noil-lieily  winds  with  line  snow,  (l{)(>  biul,  the  men  sinking  deeply 
through  the  cruwt  on  the  Hurfaee.  IJ..*U).  Pitclicd  (he  tent  and  pushed  on 
wiih  the  dc|)'')t  only  upon  the  sledge. 

Salurdiiji,  June.  185:i.  2  a.m.  Hcnched  the  |)()inl,  and  [)laced  the 
provisions  around  alargx;  stone  on  its  summit;  made  as  conspicuous  a  mark 
u'i  poHsihIe,  and  pliieed  ii  piece  of  drill  wood  on  the  to|).  Seeni'ed  n.  cylinder 
containing  Sir  I'idward  I'lui  y's  record  iuid  (Jonnnander  M'Clinto('k's  lellers, 
&C.,  to  the  liandle  ol"  t  he  rum  can.    Observed  a  liu'ge  crack  in  the  ice 
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extending  from  the  point  a  long  way  to  the  eastward.    Saw  a  ptarmigan.  journal  of 

3.40.  Returned  to  the  tent  and  bagged.    4  p.m.  Started  on  our  return  Lieutenant  Pim  and  Mr,  Roche, 
to  the  ship.   Weather  cloudy  with  strong  northerly  wind.   Cape  Mudge 
distinctly  visible,  appearing  like  an  island.    10.  Encamped. 

Sunday,  bth  June  1853. — 2.0  a.m.  Started.  Weather  gloomy.  6.0. 
Encamped,  very  warm  in  the  tent,  cairn  on  Point  Nias  visible  with  the 
glass.  4  P.M.  On  turning  out  had  the  comfort  of  dry  boots,  stockings, 
&c.,  for  the  first  time  since  leaving  the  ship.  Started,  passed  the  recent 
track  of  three  deer  going  to  the  northward.  10.  Encamped  close  to  the 
tree,  cut  up  some  of  the  wood  for  fuel. 

Monday,  6th  June  1853. — 2  a.m.  Started,  found  the  snow  between  the 
hummocks  and  the  land  much  decayed,  but  no  pools  of  water.  Saw  two  deer 
and  went  in  pursuit,  but  could  not  get  within  shot.  6.0.  Encamped  about 
half  a  mile  to  the  eastward  of  the  cart ;  two  ducks  passed  the  tent  flying  to  - 
N.W.  Found  the  drift  wood  extremely  difficult  to  light,  being  completely 
saturated  with  wet ;  the  coolc  was  employed  3^  hours  preparing  the  dinner 
in  consequence.  5.30.  Started,  H  hours  later  than  usual,  owing  to  the 
difficulty  of  cooking  with  the  wet  wood.  8.30.  Arrived  at  Lieutenant 
Hamilton's  cairn  and  commenced  our  journey  across  the  island.  Weather 
very  bad,  blowing  hard  from  the  N.W.  with  snow  and  clouds  of  snow  drift, 
but  as  we  travelled  right  before  the  wind  and  expected  to  be  on  board  in  a 
day  or  two  it  was  of  no  consequence  rewetting  our  clothes.  11.30. 
Encamped,  blowing  a  whole  gale ;  found  it  quite  impossible  to  light  a  fire, 
luckily  we  have  some  spirit  of  wine  remaining  by  which  our  kettle  was 
boiled.   Made  a  large  cairn  with  the  drift  wood,  which  is  quite  useless. 

Tuesday,  1th  Jane  1853. — 3.30  a.m.  Started,  and  soon  after  lost  Lieu- 
tenant Hamilton's  sledge  marks,  which  have  served  as  a  guide  from  his  cairn  ; 
proceeded  over  an  undulating  plain,  crossed  by  numerous  ridges  of  stones. 
6.  The  sun  occasionally  made  his  appearance,  the  weather  also  cleared  a 
little  overhead,  but  the  thick  drift  prevented  our  seeing  more  than  a  few 
yards  in  advance.  6.20.  Plain  descending  into  a  ravine  which  we  entered 
and  found  to  be  the  one  I  had  followed  on  the  outward  journey.  7-30. 
Encamped.  6.0  p.m.  Started,  following  the  course  of  the  ravine.  8. 
Observed  Lieutenant  Hamilton's  sledge  marks  running  in  the  same  direc- 
tion ;  they  were  nearly  obliterated.  9-30.  Left  the  ravine  and  proceeded 
upon  the  plain.  11.30.  Passed  my  old  encampment  of  the  22d  ultimo. 
Midnight,  encamped.    Observed  a  very  bright  parhelion. 

Wednesday,  Sth  June. — 4  a.m.  Started.  Weather  fine,  clear.  Wind 
N.N.W.  Steered  to  the  westward  of  my  old  track  about  a  S.S.E.  course. 
5.  Reached  and  crossed  a  deep  ravine ;  found  on  its  southern  side  about 
80  feet  high  a  considerable  quantity  of  coal  in  very  small  pieces,  and  at 
the  bottom,  several  large  lumps  from  five  to  six  pounds  in  weight ;  picked 
up  about  40  pounds  for  fuel.  Saw  a  snowy  owl,  two  brent  geese,  and 
two  ptarmigan.  7-  Passed  a  small  cairn,  which  I  imagined  to  be  one 
erected  by  Commander  M'Clintock.  8.  Encamped.  The  snow  is  now 
rapidly  disappearing,  and  vegetation  seems  forward ;  the  necessity  of 
picking  the  road  however  makes  the  track  very  circuitous.  6  p.m. 
Started.  Observed  two  deer  grazing  in  the  vicinity.  Went  in  pursuit, 
and  after  a  long  chase  succeeded  in  shooting  one.  8. 1 5  p.m.  Overtook 
the  sledge,  bringing  the  spoil  with  me.  During  my  absence,  the  men  had 
found  a  recent  sledge  mark,  no  doubt  that  of  Commander  Richards.  The 
water  is  now  making  rapidly  pools  in  every  direction.  Saw  a  doe  with  her 
recently  dropped  fawn,  also  six  geese,  and  two  ducks.   Midnight.  Encamped. 

Thursday,  Qth  June  1853. — 4  a.m.  Started.  Weather  beautiful,  quite 
calm.  Entered  a  most  remarkable  ravine  ;  its  sides  arose  almost  perpen- 
dicularly to  the  height  of  300  or  400  feet,  in  many  places  scarcely 
leaving  room  at  the  bottom  for  the  passage  of  the  sledge.  Ordered  the 
crew  to  follow  the  ravine  while  I  ascended  the  top,  from  whence  I  obtained 
a  splendid  view  of  "Bridport  Inlet,"  "  Dealy  Island,"  and  the  ships. 
Found  the  ravine  opened  out  about  three  miles  to  the  eastward  of  "  N.E. 
\  Bluff."  8.  Arrived  upon  the  ice  of  "  Bridport  Inlet  ;"  gave  the  men  an 
hour's  rest,  and  then  proceeded  to  the  ship.  Saw  ten  geese,  an  Arctic  gull, 
some  ptarmigan,  and  snow-buntings.    1L15.    Arrived  on  board. 
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Lieutenant prm°nd Mr. Eoche,     CoPY  of  Orders  to  Lieutenant  B.  C.  T.  PiM,  H.M.S.  "  Rcsolute." 

—  By  Henry  Kellett,  C.B.,  Captain  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 

Taking  under  your  orders  a  runner  sledge  manned  with  the  six  men 
named  in  the  margin,  and  victualled  for  twelve  days,  you  will  proceed  on 
"Wednesday  morning  or  evening  (18th  inst.)  over  the  land  into  Hccla  and 
Griper  Bay. 

The  object  of  your  mission  is  to  deposit  the  cart  at  present  in  the 
neighbourhood  of  the  "  Polynia  Lake,"  at  the  cart  on  the  opposite  coast, 
to  take  out  five  days'  provisions  for  Commander  M'Clintock's  party, 
together  with  their  boots  and  the  accompanying  letters. 

This  depot  you  must  have  well  secured. 

Having  performed  this  service,  you  will  return  direct  to  the  ship,  trans- 
mitting me  on  your  arrival  a  journal  of  your  proceedings  and  remarks. 

Mr.  McDougall  will  supply  you  with  a  watch,  compass,  and  the  courses 
to  be  steered  in  crossing.  Care  must  be  taken  in  pursuing  these  courses,  as 
a  small  deviation  may  lead  you  into  a  labyrinth  of  ravines,  from  which  you 
would  have  a  difficulty  in  extricating  yourself. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Resolute,"  Dealy  Island, 
17th  May  1853. 

(Signed)  Henry  Kellett. 


Further  Orders  to  Lieutenant  Pim,  in  charge  of  Party  over  Melville 
Island  to  Hecla  and  Griper  Bay. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "Eesolute," 
Thursday,  19th  May,  1853. 

In  addition  to  your  former  orders,  your  party  will  consist  of  seven  men 
(increased  by  John  Halloran)  and  will  be  victualled  for  16  days.  You  will  be 
assisted  out  as  far  as  the  cairn  on  the  top  of  the  Lake  ravine,  that  is,  half 
a  day's  journey  from  the  shooting  tent.  In  addition  to  the  depot  left  at 
Point  Nias  by  Mr.  De  Bray,  you  will  take  on  Captain  M'Clintock's  lime- 
juice  and  boots  to  Point  Fisher.  Copy  Parry's  record  at  Point  Nias,  and 
place  it  where  M'Clintock  can  easily  find  it,  and  return  to  your  ship. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 

Travelling  Abstract. 


Date. 

Course  and  Distance. 

Hours 
Travelled. 

Date. 

Course  and  Distance. 

Hours 
Travelled. 

May  19 

Polynia  Lake  - 

5  30 

May  30 

Confined  to  tent 

None. 

20 

North  -       -       -  8 

10  00 

31 

Confine  I  to  tent 

None. 

21 

North  -       -       -  4 

9  15 

June  I 

Near  Point  Nias  13 

11  00 

22 

N.W.  -       -       -  4 

10  00 

2 

At  Point  Nias  and 
N.W.       -  11 

6  25 

23 

N.W.,  N.,  N.E.,  E.  8 

9  30* 

3 

N.W.  and  at  Capo 
Fislicr       -  20 

9  40 

24 

S.E.,  N.      -       -  6 

8  00 

4 

S.E.  by  S.    -  16 

9  40 

25 

North  -       -       -  5 

8  00 

5 

S.E.  by  S.    -  18 
AtCairn  8tS.byE.15 
S.byE.W,S.8fS.K.15 

10  00 

26 

Confined  to  tent 

None. 

6 

10  00 

27 

Conflncid  to  tent 

None. 

7 

10  GO 

28 

1  N.,N.W.,N.W.,W. 

r  2  30 

8 

S.S  W.,  S.S.  by  E. 
and  S.S.K.  -  15 

15  miles  nl  tlio  sliip 

10  00 

29 

f    by  N.      -  10 

1 12  00 

9 

6  15 

*  Dotaincid  ono  lionr  Hliootinfj;  a  deer. 
VVicKniTS. 


Coiinl,;u)L  Wcif^litH       .       .       -  . 
f !()iiiiiuui(h'r  M'CJIintoplc'H  DopAfc 
Sixteen  cliiyH'  pi-oviHioim  lor  eifjrlil,  nKiii - 
OiihIv  (if  HiMi(li-i(!H  Mini  l,wo  jMiM  linicjuioo 
Curt 


400 
-2{){) 
400 
l/iO 
350 


oz. 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 


'J\)ial 


-7)1  r>()0  0 


Woiglit  ]»or  iDiiTi       •  •       -    2Hi  0 
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Number  of  days  absent    -       -       -    21  days  ==  in  lioui's  504. 
Number  of  hours  travelling  out        -    99  hours. 

Ditto  Ijack     -       -       -  5S§ 

Ditto  detained  by  weather  129  ,, 

Distance  in  a  direct  line  -       -       -  160  niiles. 

Ditto  actually  travelled    -       -  180 

B.  C.  T.  Vm, 

Lieutenant  in  charge  of  Party 


Proceedings  of  the  Beeciiey  Island  Party,  under  the  direction  of  Mr.  II. 
Roche,  Mate,  of  H.M.S.  "Resolute,"  between  /th  May  and  ISth  June, 
1853. 

Orders  to  Mr.  Roche,  Mate,  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 
By  Henry  Kellctt,  Esquire,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 

It  being'  necessary  to  decrease  the  number  of  the  crew  of  the  "Resolute," 
I  have  chosen  you  to  take  charge  of  the  party,  consisting  of  three  officers 
and  ten  men,  about  to  proceed  to  Beechey  Island. 

You  will  leave  this  to-day  at  4.  r.M.  regulating  yom  marches  according 
to  the  routine  which  has  so  lately  been  followed  with  so  much  success. 
Complete  your  provisions  from  the  depot  at  Point  Griffiths,  visiting  and 
securing  the  different  depots  on  your  journc}^  to  Beechey  Island. 

On  your  arrival  on  board  "  North  Star,"  you  will  deliver  my  letters 
for  Sir  Edward  Belcher  to  the  commanding  otKccr,  who  will  cause  copies 
to  be  made  of  them,  seal,  and  transmit  the  originals  to  the  Admiralty. 

Should  Sir  Edward  Belcher  be  within  reach  of  Beechey  Island,  you  will 
request  the  commanding  officer  to  give  you  the  means  of  reaching  him. 

Your  crew  are  to  be  employed  in  getting  ("North  Star")  ready  for 
sea,  watering,  ballasting,  and  lauding  p3-o visions  with  the  utmost  despatch, 
having  been  given,  agreeably  with  our  custom,  three  days'  rest  after  their 
arrival. 

Your  crew's  clothing  will  be  sent  after  them. 

You  will  victual  Lieutenants  Cresswell  and  Wynniatt,  who  have  orders 
to  accompan}^  you.  You  are  av/are  that  the  ihaxi  commences  in  these 
regions  about  /  th  June.  You  will  therefore  use  all  despatch  with  due  regard 
to  the  men's  health. 

You  have  so  ably  conducted  every  piece  of  service  over  w^hich  you 
had  control,  and  so  much  to  my  satisfaction,  that  I  shall  not  fail  to  place 
your  merits  before  their  Lordships. 

You  will  also  inform  the  commanding  officer  of  the  "  North  Star"  that 
your  crew  are  all  excellent  men,  without  a  stain  on  their  character. 

Given  under  my  hands  and  seal,  on  board  the  "  Resolute,"  Dealy 
Island,  May  7th,  1853. 

(Signed)       Henhy  Kellett,  Captain. 


Abstract  of  Proceedings  during  a  Voyage  to  Beechey  Island  and  back, 

from  the  7th  of  May  to  the  18th  of  June  1853. 

H.M.S.  "Resolute,"  Dealy  Island, 
Sir,  July  1853. 

Having  in  pursuance  of  your  orders  left  this  ship  on  the  evening  of 
7th  of  May,  I  proceeded  to  Point  Griffiths,  and  took  from  thence  all 
the  provisions  except  two  gallons  of  rum,  which  was  put  into  one  of  the 
empty  casks.  The  depot  had  been  disturbed  by  bears,  the  post  pulled 
down,  and  the  casks  tumbled  about,  but  nothing  had  been  injured. 

On  leaving  Point  Griffiths,  the  sledge  was  very  heavily  laden  ;  but, 
"ss'ith  the  exception  of  a  fex'f  miles  of  hummocks,  ^ve  experienced  very 
good  travelling,  and  reached  Cape  Gillman  in  3]j  marches,  having  made 
By  am  Martin  Island  about  5'  to  the  northward  of  the  Cape  :  we  were 
also  obliged  to  coast  it  up  for  about  7'  on  its  eastern  side,  as  the  hummocks 
of  young  ice  oft'  the  south  point  of  the  island  were  almost  impassable. 

After  leaving  Byam  Martin  Island,  we  kept  a  good  young  floe,  with 
occasional  high  ridges  of  hummocks  for  2-^-  days  ;  but  after  that  time 
(owing  to  thick  weather)  Ave  got  rather  too  far  to  the  southward  (I 
think  we  must  have  been  close  to  the  shoal  seen  by  Sir  E.  Parry), 
IH.  4  S 
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Proceeding^of Mr.  Roche     consequently  we  had  very  bad  travelling,  and  made  but  little  progress, 

 .*  so  that  were  in  our  fourteenth  journey  before  we  arrived  at  the  (Jape 

Cockburn  depot.  At  this  place  I  found  that  one  of  the  cases  of  preserved 
meats  (containing  28  lbs.)  had  been  broken  open,  and  some  of  the  tins 
abstracted;  the  remainder,  amounting  to  about  14  lbs.,  I  caused  to  be 
buried  under  the  large  bread  cask.  The  rest  of  the  depot  was  in  good 
preservation,  but  the  bears  had  evidently  been  doing  their  utmost  to  break 
the  casks  and  cases  open ;  the  signal  post  had  been  bitten  as  far  up  as  I 
could  reach,  but  owing,  I  suppose,  to  the  ground  being  frozen,  they  could 
not  succeed  in  pulhng  it  down. 

I  left  at  this  place  a  notice,  stating  where  the  "  Resolute"  was  wintering, 
and  also  mentioning  where  the  preserved  meats  were  buried.  Up  to  this 
time  (21st  May)  1  had  followed  your  directions  as  to  the  new  routine 
of  travelling,  but  I  found  it  did  not  work  well  with  so  iarge  a  party, 
such  a  long  time  being  consumed  in  pitching  the  tent  and  relashing 
the  sledges.  If  I  went  to  sleep  at  the  short  four  hours'  spell,  I 
very  frequently  overslept  myself,  and  this  obliged  us  to  work  rather 
too  late  in  the  morning,  and  thus  exposed  the  men  to  the  danger 
of  snow-blindness.  I  therefore  thought  it  necessary  to  pursue  the  old 
system  of  travelling  for  lO^-  hours,  and  I  trust  that  this  deviation  from 
your  orders  will  meet  with  your  approbation.  At  Point  Frazer,  off 
which  place  we  arrived  on  the  23d  May,  the  first  symptom  of  a  thaw 
was  observed,  the  sledge  getting  into  a  hole  of  sludge  at  the  extreme 
of  the  point.  A  cairn  with  a  bamboo  had  been  erected  by  one  of  the 
officers  of  Captain  •  Austin's  expedition,  and  a  tin  cylinder  placed  in  the 
centre.  The  staff  and  cairn  were  both  pulled  down,  and  T  picked  up  the 
cylinder  containing  the  notice  about  40  yards  from  the  cairn;  a  bear  had 
evidently  destroyed  this.  At  the  head  of  "  Ackland  Bay,"  there  is  a  large 
lake  about  2^  miles  in  diameter,  which  I  believe  has  not  been  noticed 
before.  Off  the  pitch  of  Cape  Cassell  we  encountered  a  great  deal  of 
sludge,  but  it  was  only  for  about  two  miles  close  under  the  high  land. 
We  encamped  at  the  end  of  the  18th  journey  between  Cape  Cassel  and 
Baker's  Island. 

Favoured  by  a  strong  north-westerly  gale,  we  made  very  rapid  progress  for 
the  three  following  days,  making  17,  20,  and  16  miles  in  a  straight  line, 
so  that  we  found  ourselves  about  two  miles  to  the  westward  of  Cape  Martyr 
on  the  27th  of  May.  The  floe  inside  Griffith's  Island  was  beautifiill}'  level, 
not  a  sign  of  a  pressure  for  about  9  miles  ;  it  seemed  to  have  been  frozen 
over  in  one  night. 

At  Cape  Martyr,  Lieutenant  Cresswell  having  kindly  consented  to 
}-emain  with  the  sledge,  and  Lieutenant  Wynniatt  volunteering  to  accom- 
pany me  with  the  "  Satellite,"  I  started  with  your  despatches,  taking  with 
me  A.  Thompson  (  A.B.)  and  four  days'  provisions.  We  proceeded  at  a  rapid 
pace  and  reached  the  depot  at  Assistance  Harbour  in  7.j  iiours.  The 
provisions  were  not  in  any  way  injured,  but  the  staff  had  been  pulled  down 
and  ajar  removed  to  a  littk;  distance  by  bears.  We  stopped  liere  for  about 
^,  of  an  hour  for  luncheon,  and  then  proceeded,  but  we  were  about  8  hours 
in  reaching  the  boat  at  Cape  Ilotham,  the  road  being  excessively  bad. 

The  boat  was  covered  Avitli  snow,  but  we  managed  to  dig  out  the  sails, 
with  which  we  made  a  sort  oi'  tent,  but  did  not  enjo)'  nuu;]i  rest,  as  it  was 
blowing  a  north-westerly  gale. 

At  9  I'-M.,  having  I'cplaxxul  the  sail,  and  left  the  sledge  and  all  our  spare 
traps  on  the  boal.s,  (1  having  rc(iiiest((l  Lieutenant  (*i'esswell  to  visit  1  hat 
])lacc  on  his  route),  we  started  ibi-  the  "  North  Star,"  taking  with  us  a. 
gun,  spyglass,  and  a  small  (|iiaiitil  y  oC  pi-ovisions  in  a  knapsack.  The  gale 
broke  alter  we  had  been  walking  lor  about  two  hours,  and  as  the  lloe  was 
aH  Hniooth  as  a  bowling  green  we  made  good  way  for  about  6  hours. 

As  the  siui  began  to  get  high,  the  glare  hecajne  \cyy  painful  lo  tlu;  eyes, 
il,  being  a  dull  hoi.  day.  When  about  if)'  I'lom  lU'eehey  Island,  we  got 
amongst  heavy  hiunmocks  of  yoinig  i(U",  and  \\\v»v.  continued  without 
ini.crniiHsion  initil  we  reached  the  island. 

As  LiciiI.enaiil.  Wyiniiati  was  snfl'ering  I'roni  chat'es,  and  conseciuently 
nii  ilile  to  walk  liiHt,  at  alioiil  H o'clock  I  started  idiead  of  my  companions, 
being  ulraid  thai  wenn'ght  all  get  HUow-blind.  At  10  a.m.  o?)  th('  'MHh  May 


(   687  ) 


I  reached  the  "  North  Star,"  and  requested  that  some  lime  juice  might  be    Proceedings  of  Mr.  Roche, 
sent  out  to  meet  the  party,  as  we  had  suffered  very  much  from  thirst. 
At  11.30  Mr.  Wynniatt  and  A.  Thompson  arrived,  and  by  night-time  we 
were  all  three  laid  up  by  a  severe  attack  of  snow-blindness,  rendering  us 
totally  unable  to  see  for  nearly  three  days. 

Immediately  on  my  arrival  I  delivered  your  despatches  to  Commander 
PuUen,  and  learned  from  him  that  no  communication  had  as  yet  been 
received  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher.  Thinking  it  useless  at  this  advanced 
state  of  the  season  to  go  in  search  of  the  "  Assistance"  myself,  I  determined 
on  writing  a  letter  to  Captain  PuUen,  expressing  my  wish  to  return,  more 
particularly  as  it  could  be  done  without  adding  more  than  two  persons  to 
the  number  of  the  "  Resolute's"  crew,  and  there  being  late  letters  from 
England,  besides  information  with  which  1  imagined  you  might  wish  to  be 
acquainted. 

Lieutenant  Cresswell  reached  the  "  North  Star"  at  4  a.m.  June  2d,  and 
at  9-30  A.M.  the  sledge  arrived  ;  all  the  crew  I  am  happy  to  say  in  excellent 
health. 

Two  or  three  cases  of  diarrhoea  occurred,  consequent  on  the  change  of 
diet ;  but  these  only  lasted  about  two  days.  I  was  most  particular  in 
guarding  against  snow-blindness ;  only  one  or  two  slight  cases  occurred, 
with  the  exception  of  myself,  and  I  have  to  thank  Lieutenant  Cresswell  for 
leading  on  several  occasions,  when  I  was  incapacitated  by  snow-blindness. 

I  informed  Commander  PuUen  that  my  crew  were  all  men  of  excellent 
character,  and  I  have  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  bear  testimony  to  their 
good  behaviour  and  willingness  to  work  whilst  under  my  orders. 

The  dogs  had  been  sent  away  on  my  arrival  to  meet  my  party,  but  they 
unfortunately  missed  the  sledge  and  did  not  return  until  the  3d  of  June. 
Having  chosen  A.  Thompson  (A.B.)  as  my  assistant  for  the  returning 
journey,  and  made  every  preparation  that  I  could  think  of,  on  the  evening 
of  the  4th  June  I  received  my  orders,  despatches,  &c.  from  Commander 
Pullen. 

Game  seen  and  killed. 
Seen.  Killed. 
On  Melville  Island : 

Musk  oxen,  one  herd  of  17        -    1  cow  and  calf. 
Hares  3  ;  ptarmigan  12     -       -    1  hare.    5  ptarmigan. 
Byam  Martin  Island: 

Oxen  2  _       -       .       _    2  mnsk  oxen. 

Deer  2  _       .       _       .    2  deer. 

Cape  Cockburn,  1  bear         -       -  None. 
Auckland  Bay,  .3  bears        -       -    1  bear. 
Cape  Cassel,  1  bear      -       -       -    1  bear. 
Baker  Island,  15  deer  -       -    1  deer. 

Cape  Hotliam,  1  hare  -       -    1  hare. 

(Could  have  procured  more  if  required.) 


Orders  to  Mr.  R.  Roche,  Mate,  H.M.S.  "Resolute." 

By  WiUiam  J.  J.  Pullen,  Esquire,  Commander  of  H.M.S.  "  North  Star." 

Considering  it  important  that  Captain  Kellett  should  be  made  acquainted 
with  the  position  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  under  my  command,  and  other 
circumstances,  and  you  having  volunteered  to  return  with  the  despatches, 
together  with  Lieutenant  Cresswell's  favourable  report  of  the  ice  for 
travelling,  and  the  practicability  of  your  reaching  the  "  Resolute  "  in  about 
twelve  days,  has  determined  me  to  despatch  you  with  a  light  sledge  and 
team  of  dogs  for  that  purpose. 

You  will  therefore  proceed  from  this  with  the  one  man  named  by  you 
this  evening,  provisioned  for  fourteen  days,  using  every  despatch  on  the 
route,  bearing  in  mind  that  the  season  is  advancing.  Yet  I  have  no  doubt  of 
its  easy  accomplishment  with  the  light  equipment  and  these  "  tried  dogs. 

Feeling  every  confidence  in  your  abihty  for  the  performance  of  this  duty, 
I  wish  you  a  safe  journey. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  the  "North  Star,"  at  Beechey  Island, 
this  4th  of  June  1853. 

(Signed)       William  J.  J.  Pullen,  Commander. 
4  S  2 
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riooccdings  of  Ml,  r.oehe,  4th  Sc  5th.  9  I'-M.  Left  "  Nor  til  Star,"  the  team  consisting  of  five 
dogs,  and  we  have  120  lbs,  of  bears'  meat  for  tliem  ;  the  weiglits  amounted 
to  about  360  lbs.  Blowing  fresh  from  S.E.  This  was  a  very  liard  day's 
work,  the  hummocks  being  heavy.  After  8^  hours  travelling  we  encamped. 
Distance  made  good  about  18'. 

.5th  &  6th.  8.30  p.iNT.  Weighed  ;  about  midnight  arrived  off  Cape 
Hotham.  Found  a  crack  extending  from  the  Cape  towards  the  S.E. ;  its 
average  width  was  about  six  feet,  and  wa  had  to  trace  it  along  for  some 
distance  before  we  coidd  cross  over.  On  arriving  at  the  Ijoat,  found  that  a 
bear  had  hauled  the  mast  and  sail  down  to  the  hummocks;  replaced  and  made 
them  fast  to  the  thwarts.  Rather  heavy  travelling  on  the  land.  At  4  A.>f. 
the  sledge  broke  down,  the  three  after  battens  getting  adrift.  We  therefore 
encamped  about  5'  from  the  depot  at  "  Assistance  "  Harbour,  which  place 
we  could  have  easily  reached,  had  it  not  been  for  our  misfortune.  Made 
good  22'.  6th  &  7th.  Repaired  sledge,  and  at  8.30  proceeded.  Bears  had 
been  pulling  the  depot  about.  Here  we  picked  up  a  small  quantity  of 
preserved  meat  and  fuel  (weight  22  lbs.),  that  I  had  biu'ied  here  on  in}' 
passage  down,  and  restored  the  casks.  3  a.m.  A  bear  took  us  about 
2'  out  of  our  course,  the  dogs  giving  chase  after  him,  but  we  were  afraid 
to  cut  them  adrift,  it  being  a  very  thick  fog  at  the  time.  .5.30.  It  being 
too  thick  to  proceed,  we  encamped  about  2'  west  of  Cape  Martyr,  Sleet 
fell  for  the  first  time.    Made  good  22'. 

7th.  Fine  clear  weather,  but  blowing  very  fresh  from  the  N.N.W.,  very  good 
travellmg.  Started  at  8.20  p.m.  At  5.20.  saw  a  bear  Avithtwo  very  young- 
cubs.  Dogs  ran  off  Vvith  sledge  in  chase,  and  we  were  obliged  to  cut  them 
adrift,  but  they  lost  sight  of  bear  amongst  the  hummocks  and  came  back 
to  the  sledge  in  about  one  hour.  Pitched  ;  made  good  about  25'.  Encamped 
about  3'  to  west  of  Cape  Rosse.  I  have  had  the  misfortune  to  lose  my 
compass  during  this  day's  march. 

8th.  8.40.  Weighed.  9-40.  Dogs  scented  a  bear  and  cub  and  set  off 
after  them;  we  were  obliged  to  cut  them  adrift.  They  soon  surrounded  them 
and  we  succeeded  in  killing  both  ;  cut  up  the  large  one,  filled  our  bags  with 
bears'  meat,  and  took  the  cub  on  the  sledge  for  evening  use.  The  dogs  filled 
themselves  and  in  consequence  were  unable  to  work,  so  that  at  5. .30  a.m. 
we  were  obliged  to  encamp,  having  travelled  only  6'>  hours,  made  about 
17',  about  3.','  S.E.  of  Baker's  Island.  Observed  about  a  dozen  reindeer 
on  the  island  but  did  not  go  after  thejn.  Sun  excessively  hot  and  a 
beautiful  clear  da_y. 

9th.  8.10.  Weighed.  Dogs  worked  well  through  heavy  hummocks  of 
both  old  and  new  ice.  Westerly  wind  with  showers  of  sleet  and  thick 
weather  occasionally.  5.  When  between  Moore  Island  and  the  land 
sighted  a  bear ;  slipped  dogs  in  chase  but  he  bolted  into  a  hole  of  sludge, 
where  we  soon  managed  to  shoot  him,  but  not  until  lie  had  wounded  one  of 
the  dogs,  fortunatel}^  not  severely.  On  IMoore  Island  we  saw  four  rein- 
deer, 1  Avent  in  chase  but  could  not  get  near  them,  as  they  had  been 
frightened  by  the  firing.    Made  good  23'. 

10th.  8.10.  Weighed;  about  1.^  miles  from  Moore  Island  observed  two 
or  thiee  holes  ol'walei-  Avith  niunerous  ducks  in  them;  fioe  hereabouts  very 
rotten.  Made  very  good  traN  elhng  until  we  reached  the  land  of  Depot 
l\)int,  where  the  snow  was  very  heavy.  4.30.  l"'ncam])ed.  The  warm 
bears' meat  had  made  all  the  dogs  unwell.    Made  good  IS'  miles. 

lllh.  H.20.  Weighed;  heavy  travelling  up  to"  Cape  "(lockburn."  .1 
went  up  to  the  lop  to  look  at  the  ice.  CJood  i\oc  to  \\\v  northward  and 
westward.  Saw  two  iiares  and  shot  one  ptarmigan  (Avinler  ])hunag(>).  All 
llic  land  coNcrcd  \vilh  mi()\\,  more  so  than  \vhen  we  passed  down;  no  sign 
of  pools,  (iol,  about  II  miles  W.  by  N.  N.  of  Cape  Cock])urn,  and 
cncimifX'd  al  (J. 20  a.m.     iMade  good  about  21  miles. 

]211i.  M.IO.  Slarlcd,  blowing  IVcsh  iVoni  N.N.VV.  and  very  cold ;  kept 
well  lo  the  iiorlhward  lo  a\()id  Innuniocks.  -1.30.  Fneamped.  IJyani 
Martin  Island  in  sighl  ahead,  and  Points  Sehomberg  and  I'layfaii' on  star- 
board beam.     Made  good  2  1'. 

I^ilh.  7-10.  Slarted,  fine  wealliei',  but  a.  Ihiek  fog  came  on,  lasled  about 
four  lioiu's  ;  ho^ve^■er  we  managed  lo  steer  very  well  by  Ihe  snn  and  saslrugi. 
Af  2  a.m.  il   cleared  up,  and  al  .'1. 10  encamped  aboul  I  lu'ee  or  lonr  nnles 


Proc 


7.10.  Si  riH<'7l,  Tiiu'  wnil  licr,  hut.  11  I  hick  loji''  ciimc  on,  hislcd  nhout 
lom- hours  ;  ho^v(■v<■^  we  inimiiMcd  I0  sUrr  very  well  h.v  Hic  sun  and  siistni,t;i. 
Ai'JA.M.  it   clc.'ind  n|.,  iiiid  nl  (  iicMiiipcd  :d)oiiM hive  or  hxir  unlos 
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iVora  either  Cape  Gillnitin  or  Point  Langlc}-.  Snow  still  hard  and  no 
signs  of  a  thaw.    ]\Iade  good  19'. 

14th.  7  P-M.  Started,  weather  rather  thick;  had  to  coast  Bjam  Martin 
from  Point  Langley  to  Cape  Gillman ;  but  I  think  on  the  whole  we  could 
not  have  come  a  better  route  across  the  channel.  3  a.:\i.  Encamped  on 
Cape  Gillman.  Shot  four  ptarmigan.  A  great  deal  of  snow  melted  off  the 
land,  and  the  tops  of  old  hummocks  decaying,  more  like  the  advance 
of  summer  here  than  anywhere  else.    Made  good  16'. 

15th.  7  I'-^i-  Weighed.  Very  heavy  decayed  old  hummocks  close  in  by 
Cape  Gillman  where  the  sand  had  blown  off  on  the  ice.  Soon  got  on  to 
good  ice  and  made  rapid  progress.  Saw  several  lemmings  out  in  the  middle 
of  the  straits  ;  the  dogs  used  to  give  chase  after  them  and  soon  eat  them  up. 
At  5.20  A.M.  encamped,  I  think  about  or  beyond  Point  Griffiths.  Made 
good  about  34'. 

I6th.  7.30  P.M.  A\'eighed.  Good  ice  for  the  first  hour,  but  the  rest  of 
the  day  xery  hard  work  amongst  sludge  and  pools  of  water.  Snow  all 
^  ery  rotten.  4.30.  Encamped  on  gravel  on  a  low  point.  Dogs  and  man 
very  tired.  Made  good  about  15'.  Fresh  northerly  wind  and  cold,  feet 
and  legs  soaking.   Freezing  hard. 

1 7th.  8  P.M.  Weighed.  Very  bad  travelling  all  day  ;  young  ice,  not 
strong  enough  to  bear,  so  we  were  up  to  our  knees  in  water  all  da}'. 
Dogs  fairly  done.  11.30.  Saw  a  herd  of  musk  oxen  on  beach,  went  after 
them,  but  could  not  shoot  any.  Dogs  attacked  the  sledge  and  eat  the 
remnant  of  the  bears'  meat.  Midnight,  it  came  on  very  thick,  and  we  could 
not  see  our  way  amongst  large  pools  of  water  and  heavy  sludge.  At 
3  A.M.  encamped  about  IV  oft"  the  land  to  wait  for  clear  weather.  Made 
good  about  8 . 

18th.  Noon.  Weighed.  Very  nasty  travelling,  and  heavy  work  up  to 
our  knees  in  large  pools  of  water  for  the  first  two  hours,  after  which  we  got 
a  good  floe,  and  made  rapid  progress.  Most  of  the  dogs  lame,  the  young 
ice  having  cut  their  feet.  We  Averc  obliged  to  cast  Zury  adrift.  At  5 
encamped  on  Point  Palmer.  Dogs  being  tired,  determined  on  starting  for 
the  ship  with  the  despatches,  letters,  8<:c.  6.30.  Started.  At  10  p.m. 
arrived  on  board. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  recommend  to  your  notice  A.  Thompson  (A.B.). 
His  conduct  throughout  was  most  praiseworthy,  and  his  previous  acquaint- 
ance with  dogs  rendered  him  of  great  service  to  me. 

I  have,  &c. 

R.  Roche,  iVfatc. 


No.  15. 

PROCEEniNGS  OF  Travellino  Parties  iu  1854  under  Lieutenant  AIeciiam  to 
Prince  of  Wales  Strait  and  Ramsay  Island;  under  Mr.  Frederick 
J.  Krabbe,  Master,  to  Harbour  of  Mercy,  Banks  Land ;  under 
Lieutenant  Hamilton  to  Beechey  Island,  and  H.M.Ship  "  Assistance;" 
under  Lieutenant  Flamilton  to  Dealy  Island  (Letter  of  Proceedings)  ; 
under  Mr.  Nares,  Mate,  rejoining  "  Resolute  "  from  Beechey  Island 
(Letter  of  Proceedings) ;  under  Lieutenant  Has  well  to  Beechey  Island 
(Letter  of  Proceedings). 


Journal    of   H.M.     Sledge    "Discovery"   between    3d    April  and  LieutenanTMel 
12th  June  1854,  while  detached  from  H.  M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  under         »eutenant^  ec 
the    Command   of    G.    F.    Mecham,   Lieutenant   H.  M.  Ship 
"  Resolute." 

Orders  to  Lieutenant  G.  F.  Mecham,  H.M.Ship  "  Resolute." 
By  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  Captain  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute  " 

Taking  command  of  H.  M.  Sledge  "  Discovery,  "  manned  with  seven 
men  and,  under  your  orders,  Mr.  Krabbe,  Master,  with  his  sledge  and  crew 
of  seven  men,  both  being  equipped  for  this  service,  you  will  proceed  to  the 
Sailors'  Home  on  Dealy  Island,  where  you  will  re-victual  both  sledges  b\ 
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Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Mecham, 


the  scale  on  the  back  hereof,  for  a  period  necessary  to  perform  the 
following  service : 

The  object  of  your  journey  is  to  gain  intelligence  of  "  Enterprise," 
failing  in  that  to  leave  information  for  her. 

Being  victualled,  and  the  Home  secured,  you  will  proceed  to  the 
Princess  Royal  Islands,  where  you  will  deposit  the  accompanying  records ; 
also  one  of  those  with  which  you  are  supplied  at  any  eligible  place  you 
may  reach.  Cape  Peel  and  Russell  if  possible,  returning  to  the  ship  without 
fail  on  or  before  the  10th  June. 

You  will  direct  Mr.  Krabbe  to  place  a  depot  for  you  at  Cape  Russell, 
having  performed  which  service  he  is  to  proceed  in  execution  of  my  orders 
to  him,  of  which  he  is  in  possession.  On  your  return  you  will  look  for 
orders  at  Dealy,  and  you  will  note  on  the  record  you  leave  there  the 
quantities  of  provision  you  take  from  that  depot. 

I  have  not  entered  into  any  details  of  your  journey,  feeling  confident 
you  will  perform  this  service  with  credit  to  yourself. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  Board  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  Winter 
Quarters,  in  Barrow's  Strait,  Cape  Cockburn,  N.E.  b.  N.  28  miles, 
1st  April  1854. 

(Signed)    Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 


Preserved  meat 
,  Biscuit 
Boiled  bacon 
Rum,  concentrated 
Potatoes 
Chocolate 
Sugar  for  ditto 
Tea 

Suo'ar  for  ditto 


Scale  of  Victltalling. 
-  fibs. 


lib. 
ilb. 

1  gill. 

2  oxinces. 
1  ounce. 
1  ounce, 

J  ounce  1  Every  other 
^  ounce  J  day 


Per  man  per  day 
y    ^  gill  con.  rum 
from  Dealy. 


(Note.)  Courses  and  distances  marked  in  the  margins  are  those  made  good, 
according  to  track  in  the  accompanying  chart. 


S.W.  3  b.c.m. 


()n  march,  7h.  -ISui. 
Ruricli,  30, 
LriC'iiijj.  14. 
S.W.  I.^i  miles. 
Ma<i(;  good. 


N.  W,  6  cq.in. 
On  riiiirrli  'jjh. 
f.iifif'li,  {. 
/■'.iiftii(>.  I  .'i, 
N.W.  I.'J  inil.ii. 
h.VV.  r,  to  7  c.q. 


Journal  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Discovery,"  between  3d  April  and  12th  June 

1854. 
First  Journey. 

Monday,  3d  April. — a.m.  At  7-45  received  final  orders  from  Captain 
Kellett  and  started  with  sledge  "  Discovery,"  Mr.  Krabbe  and  party  in 
company  ;  ships'  companies  cheered  us. 


"  Discovery's"  crew. 


"  Newton's  "  crew. 


James  Tullett 
Thomas  Joy  - 
Charles  Nisbett 
Thomas  Manson 
Henry  Ricliaixls 
David  Ross 
Sam.  Rogers 


B.M. 

Q.M. 

A.B. 

A.B. 

A.B. 

Bombardier. 
R.M. 


Henry  Giddy 
Richard  Kitson 
James  Miles 

James  Smithers  Stoker. 
Wilham  Walker  Stoker. 
Jno.  Drew  -  A.B. 
Jer.  Shaw    -  R.M. 


B.M. 
A.B. 

Leading  Stoker. 


A  fatigue  party  imder  I^ieutenant  Piin  dragged  our  sledges  about  four 
miles  N.W.  from  the  ship,  and  at  10,  after  an  exchange  of  cheers,  we 
parted  (•om])any  and  proceeded  to  W.N.W.    Ice  very  unicli  pressed  up 


but  with  occasional  good  leads. 


Wind  increasing  witli  tliick  nn'st. 


P.M.  Lunched.  O.'M).  Started.  l^'loes  becoming  more  open;  sk>dges 
travelling  at  a  good  pace.  4.  ('liarlcs  Nisbett  I'cll  and  hurt  his  knee.  From 
liis  inannei-  and  ii|)i)c;iranc(!  he  seemed  1,o  be  coniijlclcly  fagged.  Kncain})ed  ; 
looked  out  at  midnight  I'or  rockets  in  tlic  direction  of  the  ship. 

Sl'lCONI)  .lollKNICV. 

VV/r.svA///,  ■i/h,  Ajiiil.  A.iM.  ( '.h;i,rh's  Nisl)ctt  hcllcr  this  morning;  wealhcr 
cold  ;uid  chccrleHS.  (5.  Started,  following  the  hest  leads  visible  through 
t  he  snow  drill.  7.-''>-  I'lnlcrcd  very  closely  packed  huniniocks ;  dragging 
very  luljorious  ;  the  lends  taking  us  considt  lahly  (o  the  norlhvvard. 

I'.M.  0..3().  J.unclied.  0.15,  Started  ;  Aviiu I  very  sharp  and  drift  beating 
very  hard  in  om  faces;  travelling  gradually  improving.  Kncamped. 
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Third  Journey. 

Wednesday,  btli  April. — a.m.  6.30.    Started  among  close  hummocks ;  s.s.w.  3  c.q.m. 
travelling  very  cold.     7-30.  Weather  cleared  up  ;  found  ourselves  at  the 
edge  of  the  bad  ice  with  a  perfectly  level  floe  from  N.N.W.  to  S.W. 

10.  Sighted  By  am  Martin  Island.  On  march,  gj. 

P.M.  0.30.  Lunched  ;  winds  very  squally  and  cold  ;  travelled  at  a  good  Encmp.tsi 

pace.  4.  Encamped,  unable  to  distinguish  any  point  in  B.  Martin  Island.  w.  b.  n.  174  miles. 

Fourth  Journey. 

Thursday,  6th  April. — For  the  last  two  nights  we  have  made  our  meal  ^bk.  from  w.  to  n.w.  5  cq.m. 
off  warmed  bacon,  which  made  myself  and  several  of  the  crew  very  bilious 
and  sick  during  the  night.    I  therefore  ordered  the  issue  to  be  stopped 
until  the  piece  of  pemmican  supplied  to  us  is  expended.    It  is  certainly 
most  unpleasant  food  to  travel  upon  entirely.    5.45.   Proceeded,  steering  ^^^^j^'f"' 
for  the  southern  point  of  the  land.   10.30.   Passed  about  one  mile  off  Cape  Encmp/isi 
Gillman  ;  heavy  pressure  extending  about  half  mile  off  the  point.  West,  is  miles. 

p.M  0.30.  Lunched,  steered  west  across  Byam  Martin  Channel  over 
level  floe ;  weather  bright  and  clear,  but  the  wind  variable  from  S.W.  to  N. W. 
Byam  Martin  Island  is  completely  hidden  by  the  snow.   4.20.  Came  to  a  vwe.  from  n.w.  to  s.w.  4  b.c. 
ridge  of  pressure  amongst  which  the  snow  was  heavy  and  uneven ;  encamped  ; 
observed  the  land  to  northward  of  Point  Griffiths. 

Fifth  Journey. 

Friday,  7ih  April. — a.m.  Since  leaving  the  ship  all  of  us  have  suffered 
great  inconvenience  from  swollen  ankles,  which  I  attribute  principally  to 
our  winter  quarters  being  so  inconvenient  for  taking  long  walks.  We 
all  bandage  every  morning  from  the  calf  to  instep,  which  gives  great  relief. 
Thomas  Joy  is  also  suffering  from  snow-blindness,  which  obliges  him  to 
travel  blindfolded.  5.50,  Started,  threading  our  way  through  rather  ^un'^h'?' 
intricate  hummocks,  but  by  going  a  little  to  southward  of  our  course  we  Encmp.*i2f. 
came  to  more  open  floes  ;  sun  very  hot  and  glare  most  unpleasant. 

P.M.  0.30.  Lunched.  0.45.  Proceeded,  and  soon  after  crossed  a  heavy 
ridge  of  pressure  which  cleared  us  of  the  hummocks  ;  we  therefore  steered 
our  course  for  land  to  westAvard  of  Point  Griffiths,  upon  a  level  floe. 
Observed  the  patch  of  grounded  ice  near  which  the  ship  lay  last  autumn, 
also  those  about  Point  Griffiths.  4.15.  Encamped.  Having  no  tea  the  crew  Caim,  o.b.c. 
asked  permission  to  use  half  allowance  of  cocoa  in  the  evening.  To  this 
I  consented,  as  I  entirely  agree  with  them,  that  a  warm  drink  before  laying 
down  is  the  greatest  comfort  they  can  be  allowed.  Watering  Point 
N.N.W.  i  W.,  S.W.  extreme  W.  h  S,  (true). 

Sixth  Journey. 

Saturday,  April  8th. — a.m.  Thomas  Joy  still  complaining  of  sore  eyes,  Caim,  o.b.c. 
although  wine  of  opium  has  been  used  twice  during  the  night.  5.55.  Started 
upon  a  level  floe.  8.45.  Passed  one  mile  south  of  Point  Griffiths,  observed 
two  fresh  bear  tracks.  IL  Crossed  heavy  hummocks  and  travelled  over 
old  ice,  which  had  apparently  been  confined  here  by  several  large  grounded 
masses  about  three  miles  off  shore. 

P.M.  0.30.  Lunched.  0.45.  Proceeded,  threading  our  way  through  very  J^^^j^^^gQ^ 
unpleasant  hummocks  and  slippery  ice,  which  caused  great  pain  in  our 

Encmp.  15h. 

ankles.   Finding  the  road  getting  worse,  struck  in  for  the  beach.  Mr.  Krabbe       s^^g  miies^'* 
informed  me  that  Richard  Kitson  was  unable  to  drag,  having  a  pain  in  his 
chest  and  very  sore  knees.    Encamped  at  three  close  to  the  beach.  Served 
out  wine  of  opium,  bathed  and  bandaged  our  feet  and  ankles.    Sam.  Rogers 
rambled  for  two  hours  over  the  land,  but  saw  no  traces  of  game. 

Sunday,  April  ^th. — Unable  to  travel  on  account  of  disabled  state  of  strong' giar"'^' 
the  crews.    Two  men  went  over  the  land  for  some  distance,  but  returned 
without  any  game. 

Seventh  Journey. 

Monday,  April  lOth. — a.m.  This  morning  the  invalids  are  all  feeling  North,  2b.c. 
better ;  resumed  our  journey  at  6.    Kitson  still  complaining,  I  therefore 
directed  him  to  walk  beside,  or  sit  upon  the  sledge  as  he  felt  inclined. 
Our  route  during  the  forenoon  lay  along  the  beach  and  occasionally  on  the 
ice,  crossing  the  indentations  in  the  coast.    Towards  noon,  finding  the  pack 
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On  niarcli,  lOh. 
Lunch,  i-. 
Encmp.  131. 
W.  ■]  S.  19  miles. 


Calui,  .in. 


Calm,  b.c.m. 


On  march,  lOi. 
Lunch, 
Encmp.  14;^. 
AVest  16i  miles. 


Easterly,  3  b.c. 


"West  2h  miles. 


East  G  cm. 
Snow-drift. 


Encamped  for  provisioning 
&c.,  27h. 


S.W.  8  f.'j.  drift. 


H.W.  H  c.'j,«,  <lrif(, 


On  Ihun  Ii,  Mi,  .'IOiii, 

Lunrli,  J, 
Kfu-airiiMwl  tn^, 
W.h.VV.  r,  iiiiUrn. 
M.W.  i  I,., . 


close  in  with  the  land,  we  travelled  OA  er  the  plains,  winding  our  way  through 
the  numerous  patches  of  bare  soil.    Weather  very  warm. 

P.M.  0.30.  Lunched.  1.  Opened  Point  Palmer  to  the  westward.  Struck 
off  the  beach  through  a  gap  in  the  grounded  ice.  Observed  three  bears' 
tracks.  Travelled  direct  across  the  bay  upon  young  and  level  floe.  4.30. 
Opened  Purnly  Inlet ;  encamped. 

'  El(;ilTH  JoLUXEV. 

Tuesday^  April  Wtk. — a.m.  Seeing  the  necessity  of  giving  Kitson  as 
much  rest  as  possible  while  our  sledges  are  light,  I  ordered  a  bed  to  be 
prepared  for  him  on  his  sledge.  Floe  level  as  before.  Skene  Bay  is  full  of 
hummocks  to  the  northward  of  Point  Palmer.    10.  Passed  Point  Palmer. 

P.M.  0.20.  Lunched  abreast  of  Sportsmen's  Pass.  Travelled  close  along 
the  beach.  3.  Sighted  Dealy  Island  and  Cape  Bounty.  The  cairn  upon 
the  summit  of  the  formei',  although  cased  with  snow  upon  the  cast  side, 
forms  a  veiy  excellent  mark,  and  would  be  certain  to  attract  the  notice  of 
any  passer-by.  4.45.  Encamped  about  2],  miles  east  of  the  depot  house. 
Walked  over  the  point  and  shot  a  solitary  reindeer,  which  vvas  divided 
between  the  crews.  From  the  hill  I  observed  that  the  whole  of  the  ice  in 
Bridport  Inlet,  also  that  the  old  floes  inside  Dealy  Island,  were  replaced  l)y 
level  young  ice. 

Wednesday,  April  12th. — a.m.  7-  Packed  and  started  for  Dealy  Island. 
8.  Arrived  at  the  house.  The  snow  had  formed  in  large  Ijanks  all  round 
it,  leaving  the  trench  clear.  The  south  end  we  found  banked  up  as  high  as 
the  roof,  but  the  top  perfectly  free.  Pitched  our  tents  close  to  the  door  and 
commenced  digging  away  the  embankment  across  the  entrance.  I  directed 
Kitson  to  remain  perfectl}'  quiet  during  our  stay  here.  The  boat  and  engine 
were  laying  on  the  beach  well  clear  of  the  ice. 

v.M.  Our  progress  at  the  door  was  very  slow,  as  both  our  pickaxes  were 
broken,  and  there  still  remained  the  greater  part  of  the  bank.  The  spar 
placed  upright  in  front  we  broke  while  trying  to  pull  it  down.  Had  the 
door  been  fitted  to  open  in,  we  might  have  entered  without  further  difricult  v, 
but  as  it  was  apparent  that  we  should  lose  the  whole  day,  I  directed  it  to  be 
taken  off  the  hinges,  and  effected  an  entrance  at  2  p.m.  Commenced 
provisioning  the  sledges.  Packed  24  days  for  "  Discovery."  Mr.  Krabbe 
stowed  an  11 -day  depot  for  use  to  southward  all  complete  except  rmn, 
which  I  agreed  to  take  from  the  Princess  Royal  Islands.  The  inside  of  the 
house  we  ibund  in  excellent  condition,  quite  free  from  drift.  We  were 
obliged  to  light  a  fire  upon  the  tank  lid  before  it  could  be  removed,  and 
upon  examination  found  the  bread  a  good  deal  mildewed  about  the  upper 
part.  Mr.  Krabbe  drcAv  my  attention  to  the  rum  cask,  which  I  found  had  a 
spile  hole  in  the  bilge  and  apparently  about  a  quarter  empty.  The  oil  cask 
we  scuttled  in  the  bilge  and  found  its  contents  in  almost  a  liquid  state.  I 
noted  upon  the  plan  the  casks  vrc  had  disturbed  and  left  a  list  of  provisions 
taken.  The  ullages  we  phtced  ak)ng  the  Avail.  At  7,  having  completed  our 
provisioning,  rephiced  the  door,  spar,  and  banking,  leaving  the  pickaxes  and 
shovel  outside.  I  also  secured  to  the  ])ost  a  note  for  the  next  visitor,  Avith 
information  about  the  bread.  During  the  night  the  wind  continued  blowing 
a  gale,  l)ut  changed  suddenly  to  S.W.  Some  of  the  men  visited  the  graves, 
and  I  A\alk((l  up  to  the  cairn  ;  all  was  found  exactly  the  same  as  when  left. 

rU()\  ISIONS  Likc-ii  liy  "  DlSCOVKJlA'." 

-  Ihs, 

-  lo(i  „ 

-  »<>  „ 
-       -    \:i  r. 

-  „ 

NiNTu  Jonit.Ni;^ . 

/1/iril  \  'Mli.     I  \>as  much  annised  (his  moi'ning  at  a  ib\  lhat  kept  |)hiyin 
wilh  and  dodging  1  he  cot^k  round  Ihe  keltU's.     At  II  tin' gal(^  nuxk'rate 
u  Htlle,  packed  sledge-;  and  started  for  ( -'ape  ]?oimty.     Kitson  is  muc 
better,  hut  mk  Mr.  Kral)l)e  kindly  vohint.eered  to  take  his  belt  at  tlie  sled 
\  dircclcd  hint  to  walk  beside  u!t.     I  may  also  mention  that  Mr.  Krab 
has  always  done  no  ;  incc  Kit^on's  illness,  whlrh  has  ena hied  us  to  travel 
al  (au*  iiMiiid  pace. 


liinuuil/ 
I'.  M.!at 
l5iu;o)i  - 
( Jliocol;!  I  ■ 
l'..l;ii<n'S 


lea, 
SaL';;ii' 
Sca'l  oil 

K.lllll  (i'lK'l) 

I'iini 


:{  I1.S. 

1!)  „ 

«  ,, 

'2  -'alls. 

!)(;  "•ills. 


1 


(    693  ) 


P.M.  2.  Gale  moderated.    4.45.  Encamped  six  miles  W.S.W,  of  Dealv      ^.    Journal  of 

T  1     J      TTii  J       o    TDi      •  1    i?         f  nr  J  Lieutenant  Mecham. 

Island,    rloe  very  good.    8.  Blowing  a  gale  from  IS.  W. -ward.   

Tenth  Journey. 

April  I4:th. — a.m.  Kitson  so  much  improved  that  he  is  able  to  take  his  place  West  7  cq. 
at  the  ropes.    6.30.  Started,  steering  for  Cape  Bounty.  Floegood  but  rather  On  march,  loh. 
uneven.    After  our  light  loads  from  the  ship  the  sledge  drags  very  heavily.     Encamped  uh 

P.M.  12.30.  Lunched  close  to  the  outer  island.    2.  Passed  Cape  Bounty  w.s.w.  lu- miles, 
upon  level  ice.   4.50.  Encamped;  Table  Hills  S.E.  b.  E.  west  extreme  E.  1 8.  ^ 

Eleventh  Journey. 

April  Ibfh. — A.M.  7.  Started  the  sledges  to  the  S.W.-ward  and  walked  to  Caim,  o.b.c. 
the  land  with  Mr.  Krabbe.    Found  no  game  of  any  kind ;  but  this  locality 
has  been  visited  by  numbers  of  musk  oxen,  as  we  found  the  snow  dug  in  several  Lunch"^^^' 
places,  and  their  traces  very  numerous.    10.  Rejoined  the  sledges  ;  found  Encmp.  l'2^. 
the  hummocks  running  off'  about  five  miles  south  of  Point  Wakeham.       ^-  ^- 
Rounded  them  and  steered  for  Point  Hearn  upon  level  floe. 

P.M.  2.  Observed  the  sandstone  off  Winter  Harbour,  and  a  herd  of  musk 
oxen  grazing  upon  the  hill  at  the  back  of  it.    5.30.  Encamped,  Cape  s.w.  4toc.q. 
Bounty  W.  b.  N.  1  N. ;  Fife  Harbour  S.E. 

Twelfth  Journey. 

April  iQth. — a.m.  Weather  very  thick ;  lights  very  deceiving  and  glare  East,  4  cm. 
painful  to  the  eyes.    8.  Weather  cleared  up  ;  walked  into  Winter  Harbour, 
which  I  found  had  not  cleared  out  last  year.   Visited  the  sandstone,  examined 
the  records,  and  deposited  one  noting  my  visit.    Walked  along  the  land  to  On  march,  loh. 
Point  Hearne  and  waited  for  the  sledges.    Observed  several  owls,  generally  Encmp.^isi. 
perched  upon  the  bolder  or  prominent  masses  of  earth.  s.w.  12^  miles. 

P.M.  Rejoined  the  sledges  and  struck  off  to  southward  where  the  floes 
appear  level  and  young.    4.  Passed  over  enormous  mass  of  grounded  ice. 
From  its  summit  a  level  floe  could  be  seen  in  all  directions  to  seaward,  but 
along  the  land  a  ridge  of  heavy  hummocks  run  parallel  to  the  beach.  Easterly,  4  b.c. 
4.30.  Encamped. 

Thirteenth  Journey. 

April  \7th. — A.M.  6.  Started  under  sail,  steering  to  S.W.-ward  and  skirting  n.e.  5  cm.  drifi. 
the  heavy  hummocks  occasionally  visible  through  the  snow  and  drift.  Sledges 

frequently  keeping  the  crews  at  a  rapid  pace.    The  bad  light,  together  with  On  march,  \o\h. 

the  heavy  pulling  across,  causes  great  pain  and  irritation  to  the  eyes.  Encmp  \ih 

P.M.  Crossed  occasional  patches  of  hummocks.    Although  the  wind  s.w.  is^  miles, 
assists  us  materially,  the  snow  makes  the  work  very  heavy.    4.  Weather 
cleared  up;  observed  Cape  Providence  bearing  S.E.  by  E.  (comp.)  12  or  14 
miles  distant.    The  men  all  complain  of  very  sore  eyes,  owing  to  the  eddy 

wind  before  the  sail  blowing  the  snow  against  them.  j^-E-  s  c.m.s. 

Fourteenth  Journey. 

April  18th. — a.m.  5.10.  Started  under  sail  towards  Cape  Providence,  n.e.  4b.c.q. 
8.  The  wind  being  fresh  from  the  northward  and  floe  level  struck  off"  to 
South W.-ward.    1 1 .30.  Lunched. 

P.M.  Sighted  a  range  of  hummocks   extending   across   our  course.  On  march,  g^h. 
3.  Entered  them,  but  finding  the  glare  too  strong  to  pick  any  leads,  we  Encmp.*i2i. 
encamped.  Found  we  had  dropped  both  cooking  apparatuses ;  they  were,  s.w.  154 miles, 
however,  soon  found  about  one  mile  back.    As  we  are  now  commencing  to 
travel  to  southward  I  intend  changing  gradually  to  night  travelling.    S.W.  n.n.e.  ecm.s.,  drift, 
extreme  land  W.  by  N.  f  N.    Cape  Providence  N.  by  W. 

Fifteenth  Journey. 
April  l^th. — A.M.  3.30.  Started  with  sail  set.    Unable  to  see  more  than 
20  yards  ahead.    Travelling  through  most  intricate  hummocks,  and  blowing  ^ 
so  hard  that,  in  order  to  keep  well  off  the  wind,  we  found  it  necessary  to  take 
the  hummocks  as  we  met  them,  and  make  the  best  of  it.    The  constant 
strain  this  work  in  such  weather  brings  upon  the  eyes  causes  great  irritation, 
so  that  before  long  I  was  perfectly  snow-blind.  I  therefore  walked  blind-  On  march  6h. 
folded  beside  the  sledge,  leaving  Mr.  Krabbe  to  lead.    9-30.  We  became  ~ 
bewildered  amongst  a  fresh  set  of  hummocks,  and  finding  no  way  to  get  5h.  from  snow  blindness, 
through  them,  encamped  to  await  clearer  weather.    After  a  good  dose  of       '  ^- 
III.  4  T 
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N.N.E.  8  c.q.  s.  drift. 


Easterly,  2  b.c. 
On  march,  8i. 
Lunch,  ^. 
Encmp.  12. 
S.S.W.  12i  mUes. 
Calm,  o.b.c. 


On  march,  9-^. 
Lunch,  -J. 
Encmp.  12^. 
S.  b.  W.  12i  miles. 


East,  2  b.c. 

On  march,  10^  h. 

Lunch,  i  h. 

Encamp.  12  h. 

S.  i  W.  ll-i  miles. 

Calm,  A.M. 

o.b.c 


Calm,  o.b.c. 


On  march,  "jh. 
Lunch,  ^h.. 
Encamp.  14ih. 
South  9  miles. 


Calm,  o.b.m. 


wmc  of  opium  all  round,  we  gladly  bagged  our  lieads  and  found  great 
relief  in  the  darkness  of  our  bags. 

P.M.  Towards  the  evening  the  weather  cleared  a  little  and  sun  came  out, 
but  no  improvement  appears  in  the  road. 

Sixteenth  Journey. 
April  20th.~A.M.  3.30.  The  day  being  fine  and  clear  we  were  enabled  to 
pick  our  leads  through  the  hummocks  and  soon  came  to  more  open  floes. 
The  ice  from  here  is  principally  old  and  deeply  furrowed  by  the  thaw  of 
many  summers.  Glare  very  strong.  12.30.  Encamped,  p.m.  Spread  out 
things  to  dry  ;  no  land  in  sight. 

Seventeenth  Journey. 
.np7il  2lst. — A.M.  0.30.  Started;  floe  tolerably  good,  but  with  occasional 
heavy  ridges  of  snow  drift  and  old  hillocks.    3.  Observed  the  sun  rise. 
7-  Lunched;  came  to  heavily  packed  old  and  young  ice.  10.30.  Encamped; 
no  land  in  sight. 

Eighteenth  Journey. 

P.M.  11.  Started,  travelling  along  leads  through  heavy  hummocks  and 
old  floe  ice.  Midnight ;  thick  mist  came  on  which  prevents  our  seeing 
any  distance  around. 

Saturday/,  April  22d. — a.m.  4.  Weather  cleared  up.  5.30.  Lunched. 
Observed  heavy  hummocks  all  round  us  to  southward.  6.30.  Entered 
them  ;  travelling  very  heavy  and  diflficult.  9-30.  Encamped ;  no  appearance 
of  land  yet  to  southward. 

Nineteenth  Journey. 

P.M.  9-30.  Started  through  very  close  hummocks  and  deep  snow.  The 
ice  about  here  seems  principally  to  be  of  two  kinds :  old  pieces  of  floe, 
known  as  polar  ice,  mingled  with  pack  two  or  three  years'  old;  this  mixture 
forms  as  bad  a  road  as  possibly  can  be  imagined. 

Sunday,  April  23d. — 1.  Cleared  the  hummocks  and  started  on  a  level 
floe  of  last  year's  formation.  2.  Weather  came  on  very  thick,  which  prevents 
our  seeing  more  than  20  yards.  Nothing  can  be  more  annoying  than  this 
style  of  travelling.  The  deceiving  light,  heavy  hummocks,  and  deep  snow 
is  generally  sufficiently  troublesome,  but  in  addition  to  this,  it  remains  a 
perfect  calm,  and  thick  mist  surrounds  us.  We  are  making  but  little 
progress,  tumbling  about  among  hummocks  and  snow,  and  traversing 
every  point  of  the  compass.     I  therefore  encamped  at  5. 

Twentieth  Journey. 
P.M.  At  7  the  weather  cleared  a  little :  observed  appearances  of  land  to 
the  south-westward.     Started  through  heavy  hummocks,  but  the  weather 
being  clear  we  found  better  leads  than  before.    8.  Thick  mist  came  on 
again,  just  as  we  arrived  at  the  edge  of  an  extraordinary  solid  old  floe. 


On  ninrcti,  lO^  li. 
l/iiti('|i,  ^  li. 

I'.IICtM,).    I  ll. 

b</utli  H  riilli'*. 


View  Hhowinf?  iho.  surfiuii!  of  un  olrl  nnhiokcti  iloo.  'I'lio  iiioiiiKk  aro  blue,  and 
Hlo)iin|^'  III,  Mm  umiimil.  II. . 'ivy  rui'^ryu  imd  liaiikH  ni'  wrow  obstriuit  tlio  patliBr 
hotwtM'.n  t/liiMti, 

'1  |„  I,, omuls  hillocks  Upon  this  were  of  unuHual  Hi/c,  varying  in  height 
(loiii  iiIk.iiI,  n  lo  20  feet.  Many  conid  be  Helected  tnnrh  grciiier,  but 
lliMsc  over  whicli  wc  were  obliged  to  croHS  were  geiuTJiily  IVoni  4  (o  feet, 
with  ImnI    ridg(-»  of  hiiow  between  tlu;m  wliicli  concealed  from  view 
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numerous  deep  cracks  and  holes.    At  the  southern  edge  of  this  floe  we  LieutenantMecham 
found  it  fringed  with  a  huge  barrier  of  young  packed  ice.    After  making  — 
a  passage  with  our  pickaxes,  we  hauled  the  sledges  over  in  safety,  with  the 
exception  of  two  poppets  broken  in  Mr.  Krabbe's  sledge. 

Monday,  '24th  April. — a.m.  3.  Lunched,  and  proceeded  upon  young  ice, 
which  we  found  tolerably  good.  7-  Encamped  ;  the  land  was  observed 
indistinctly  with  a  glass,  apparently  about  seven  miles  distant.  From  its 
position  and  appearance  I  suppose  it  to  be  that  between  Points  Parker 
and  llussell,  East  ext.  bearing  East  (comp.). 

Twenty-first  Journey. 
P.M.  Weather  clear  and  fine ;  observed  Melville  Island  and  the  southern  Caim,  o.b.c 
land  quite  clear. 

N.W.  Extreme,  Baring  Island,  W.N.W. 
Point  Parker  (found  to  be  Point  Peel),  S.W.  ^  W. 
Point  Russell  (found  to  be  Point  Loch),  S.  ^  W. 

7.30.  Started  upon  young  ice  very  much  pressed  up,  steering  direct  for 
the  east  extreme  of  the  land.    Passed  wolf  and  bear  tracks. 

Tuesday,  25th  April. — 3.  Lunched.   6.30.  Gained  a  level  floe,  and  On  march^ioih. 
encamped  about  one  mile  off  the  beach.  E™amp!i2ih. 

True  Bearings  at  5.30  A.M.  ^^^^^^ 

East  extreme,  Melville  (indistinct)     .       -       -    N.E.  ^  E. 

A  clifiP  on  Melville  Island    ■  N.  f  E. 

North  extreme,  Baring  Island   -       -       -       -    N.W.  ^  N.  1  ^j^ert  s  Land. 

Left  extreme,         ditto         (low)         -         -    S.  ^  W.  J 

A  dark  headland  up  inlet        -       -       -       -    S.  ^  E. 

Left  extreme,  east  side  of  inlet     -        -        -  S.E. 

Made  preparations  for  depositing  the  depot.   Gave  Mr.  Krabbe  written  Caim,  o.b.o. 
orders  to  proceed  in  execution  of  Captain  Kellett's  orders,  and  on  his 
return  to  Dealy  Island  to  employ  any  spare  time  in  examining  the  damaged 
bread. 

Twenty-second  Journey. 

P.M.  7.  Lunched,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Krabbe,  and  selected  a  position  for 
the  depot.  Walked  over  the  hill  to  examine  the  country,  leaving  the  crews 
to  dig  a  hole  and  deposit  a  depot;  found  several  traces  of  animals, 
apparently  of  last  summer.  At  10  we  returned,  found  the  work  completed, 
and  a  cairn  erected  over  the  spot.  Parted  company  with  Mr.  Krabbe  and 
party.  Steered  along  the  land  towards  a  low  point  bearing  S.E.  (T.) 
about  2^  miles  distant.  Midnight ;  crossed  grounded  ice,  and  travelled  to 
S.S.W.-ward  upon  a  very  level  floe. 

Wednesday,  26th  April. — 2.  Landed  to  examine  something  bearing  the  Depositing  depot,  3h. 
appearance  of  a  cairn.    Found  it  to  be  only  a  small  pinnacle  of  earth  of 
natural  formation.    About  the  grounded  ice  the  bears'  tracks  were  very 
numerous,  and  in  several  places  I  found  deep  holes  dug  out  by  them  leading  On  march  sh. 
to  seal  holes.    Fox  tracks  were  also  very  numerous.    6.30.  Came  to  a  very  Encmp.Ys. 
heavy  ridge  of  hummocks  formed  of  old  ice.    The  weather  came  on  very     b.  e.  4  miles, 
thick,  and  prevented  my  seeing  the  land  distinctly,  but  it  appears  to  run   '  '  ' 
more  to  southward  than  that  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  Straits. 

True  bearings. 

Right  tangent,  west  land,  N.N.W.  N.N.E.  5  c.m.g. 

Left  tangent,  east  land,  E.  b.  S. 
Extreme  east  land,  S.S  W.  f 

Twenty-third  Journey. 

P.M.  Blowing  very  hard  all  day.    Snow  falling  very  heavily.    Unable  to 
see  more  than  a  few  yards.    9-30.  Started  through  the  hummocks,  but 
finding  that  they  increased  we  hauled  in  for  the  land,  and  near  the  beach 
gained  an  open  but  old  floe  deeply  covered  with  snow.    Steered  S.S.W.    I  On  march,  5h. 
am  very  much  puzzled  about  this,  and  fear  some  mistake  has  led  us  into  the  Encmp.la. 
first  inlet  to  the  eastward  of  the  straits,  as,  from  the  description  given  me  by  soh.  on  account  of  bad -weather, 
the   officers  of  the  "  Investigator,"  I  ought  to  find  young  ice  in  this 
neighbourhood  instead  of  fixed  old  floes. 

Thursdiiy,  21th  April. — a.m.  Wind  increasing  with  very  heavy  snow  and  s.w.  a^miies. 
drift.    A  S.S.W.  course  ought  to  take  me  across  the  straits,  but  at  2,30  I  ' 
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N.iSr.E.  10  c.q.s 


N.N.E.  5  b.cq. 


N.N.W.  4  to  7  b.cq. 


On  march,  lOli. 
Lunch,  \. 
Encmp.  12. 
N.N.E.  Hi  miles. 
N.  b.  \V.  2i. 
N.N.W.  3  to  f)  b.cq. 


N.W.  r,  b.cq. 


JJifjgin;/  iij)  (l(;pi'<t,  |,h. 
On  uiiirch,  1 1. 
Lunch,  I). 
Uncnii).  l.li 
N.N.W.  4  \V.  7  milcB. 
N.W.  :i. 
W..V.VV.  3. 
W.'.(l,  I. 


N.W.  9  b.r, 


came  to  a  small  boulder  on  the  land.  I  therefore  encamped  to  wait  for 
clear  weather. 

P.M.  The  gale  continued  throughout  the  day  with  great  violence, 
accompanied  by  a  very  heavy  fall  of  snow.  Cooped  up  in  a  tent  in  bad 
weather  is  of  itself  sufficiently  unpleasant,  but  that,  combined  with  the 
uncertainty  of  our  position  and  loss  of  time  at  this  interesting  and  important 
point  of  our  journey,  causes  the  greatest  anxiety  and  annoyance,  particularly 
as,  should  this  prove  to  be  the  straits,  this  gale  might  be  turned  to  advantage 
upon  a  S.W.  course. 

Friday,  28th  April  1854. — a.m.  Gale  still  blowing  as  violently  as  before. 

P.M.  Wind  moderated.  Prepared  for  a  start.  Walked  ahead  to  a  grounded 
hummock,  and  observed  that  we  were  within  a  few  yards  of  the  beach. 
The  hills  just  abreast  of  us  terminate  abruptly,  and  the  land  runs  off  in  a 
plain  which  I  traced  as  far  as  south.  The  hills  on  the  eastern  shore  also 
terminate  abruptly  about  S.E.  by  S.,  and  a  plain  commences  which  appears 
to  be  connected  with  that  from  the  west  side.  The  weather  was  unfavourable 
for  ascertaining  this  with  certainty,  but  sufficient  was  seen  to  convince  me 
that  we  were  not  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  Straits.  The  appearance  of  the 
ice  also  impressed  me  with  the  idea  that  we  were  near  the  head  of  this  bight. 
No  tide  ridge  could  be  seen,  but  one  unvaried  plain  of  deep  snow  swept  the 
southern  horizon,  the  line  of  land  only  to  be  distinguished  by  an  occasional 
time-worn  hummock  upon  the  ice.  Being  now  150  miles  from  the  Princess 
Royal  Islands,  and  ten  days'  provisions  remaining,  I  informed  the  crew  of 
the  necessity  of  going  upon  half  allowance  until  we  had  sufficient  in  hand 
to  retrace  our  steps  should  the  provisions  not  be  found  at  the  islands. 
Their  only  answer,  after  inquiring  the  distance,  was  "  Oh,  sir,  we'll  soon 
shorten  that  up  100  miles." 

True  bearings  from  hummock. 

North,  extreme  east  land,  E.  b.  N. 

Soufcli  extreme  east  land  (high  point),  S.E.  b.  S. 

South  extreme  west  land  (low  point),  South. 

Ditto  ditto  (high  point),  S.S.W. 

North  extreme  west  land  (indistinct),  W.  b.  S.  (comp.) 

Twenty-fourth  Journey. 
P.M.  9-  Started  along  the  land  to  the  northward.    Snow  very  deep,  and 
in  long  heavy  ridges.    Wind  very  sharp,  with  unpleasant  snow  drift. 

Saturday,  29th  April. — a.m.  Wind  very  squally  and  cold,  with  occasional 
heavy  gusts  of  wind.  Shot  a  ptarmigan,  the  first  bird  seen  this  year. 
Followed  the  line  of  grounded  ice,  and  encamped  at  7-30,  two  miles  from 
the  depot.  The  beach  runs  off  in  a  succession  of  low  points,  and  round 
the  land  there  is  a  margin  of  heavy  grounded  ice. 

TWENTY-KIFTH  .1 OURNEY. 

P.M.  7.30.  Started.  8.30.  Arrived  at  the  depot.  Dug  it  up,  rebuilt  the 
cairn,  and  deposited  a  record.  9.  Proceeded,  steering  N.N.W.  i  W.  upon 
the  low  plains. 

Sunday,  'M)lh  April. — a.m.  0.30.  Lunched.  Opened  high  land  to  north- 
westwani.  Sliot  two  hares,  and  observed  several  more.  They  appear  to 
iiiiike  llie  grounded  luunmocks  tlicir  principal  haunts,  probably  from  the 
excellent  shelter  tliey  adbrd.  liaiid  gradually  trends  to  the  westward  in  a 
succession  of  low  points.  W idked  for  some  distance  ahead  of  the  sledge, 
and  partly  opened  a  deep  inlet  or  cluunu'l.  This  is  indeed  ])uz/ling,  as  wc 
cainiot  have  tra\cllcd  55  niik-s  in  the  Iwo  last  journies,  which  must  be  the 
case  if  this  |)roves  to  be  tlu'  Prince  of  Wales  Straits.  7-  Returned  to 
sledge,  and  encamped.  The  land  along  which  have  travelled  to-day  ia 
(piit(;  flat  for  half  a,  mile  from  the  ice  ;  it  then  rises  to  a,  range  of  clearl 
(lelincd  sloping  hills. 

TvVI'.N  l'\  -SIX  i  n   .lollltNI'.V  . 

I'. VI.  S.;5().  Stalled.  Walked  on  ;ihead  of  the  sledge  to  examine  our 
vvlicicaboiits,  I  had  not  gone  liir  hcCorc-  I  cainc  upon  several  logs  ol"  drift 
wood.  This  was  convincing  proof  that  we  are  u])on  Point  l*eel.  Midnight, 
oni  iu  rl  (he  Prince  of  Wales  Straits. 
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Monday,  \st  May. 

A.M.  Compass  bearing  three  or  four  miles  past  Point  Peel.  On  march,  g^h. 

North  extreme  point,  west  land  (rather  low),  S.W.  EncmpWa^. 

Apparent  nearest  point,  S.S.W.  W.^'iS.s,  milen. 

South  extreme,  S.S.E.  W.S.W.  6. 

South  extreme,  Albert  Land,  S.E. 

North  extreme  Albert  Land  (high  point),  N.W. 

North  extreme  Albert  Land  (very  low),  N.W.  by  W. 

Passed  Mr.  Krabbe's  encampment.  Walked  on  to  the  next  point,  and 
rejoined  the  sledge  on  the  floe,  which  I  found  level  and  hard.  Enjoyed  a 
good  wood  fire.    6.30.  Encamped. 

Twenty-seventh  Journey. 

Blowing  very  hard  all  day.    8.  Started.    The  distances  performed  during  ^o^^ii  *  b.c.m. 
the  last  two  journies  convinces  me  that  the  land  round  which  we  have 
travelled  is  laid  doMm  too  much  to  the  eastward.    Not  having  any  means  ^^P°^^*^1f  g^P°'' 
of  fixing  my  positions  astronomically,  I  have  laid  down  the  coast  between  Lunch,  \. ' 
this  and  Point  Lock  by  estimated  distances  and  compass  bearings.    10.  \9*miie8. 
Came  to  a  range  of  hummocks  running  off  the  land  for  some  distance. 
Landed  and  deposited  the  depot.    Cape  Russell  bearing  about  N.  b.  E. 
Midnight,  packed  sledge. 

Tuesday,  2d  May. — Travelling  at  a  rapid  pace  under  sail.  Ice  a  good 
deal  pressed  up,  but  snow  hard,  and  travelling  tolerablv  good.  6.30. 
Encamped.    Cape  Russell  N.E.  b.  N.  (true.)  "  N.w.eb.cq. 

Twenty-eighth  Journey. 

P.M.  Blowing  a  gale  all  day  from  N.W.-ward.    8.  Started  along  the  land, 
picking  out  the  best  leads  among  the  hummocks.  Midnight,  wind  moderated.        ^  ^°  ^  ''•i-™- 
Passed  a  low  point,  with  very  heavy  pressure  upon  it,  all  of  young  ice. 
No  old  ice  has  yet  been  seen  inside  the  straits. 

Wednesday,  3d  May. — a.m.  I.  Weather  cleared  up  and  wind  fell  light.  JunX?' 
Landed  to  examine  the  land.    It  is  everywhere  too  deep  with  snow  to  Encmp.\4. 
make  any  satisfactory  examination.     Occasional  patches  of  moss  were  w.s.w.  24  miles, 
seen,  but  probably  where  the  snow  is  deep,  there  in  summer  the  most  Caim,  o.b.c. 
vegetation  will  be  found.    Shot  one  brace  of  ptarmigan,  and  passed  an  old 
encampment,  which  I  suppose  to  be  one  of  "  Investigator's  "  parties,  which 
have  traversed  this  coast.     6.30.    Encamped.     Right  tangent,  Baring  Calm,  o.b.c. 
Island,  N.W.  b.  W. 

Twenty-ninth  Journey. 

Blowing  very  hard  all  day  from  the  S.W.-ward.    8.30.  Started  at  a  s.w.  5  b.cq. 

rapid  pace.    Weather  exceedingly  cold.    Midnight,  sighted  the  Princess 

Royal  Islands  distant  about  20  miles.    Landed  upon  Point  Armstrong, 

and  shot  a  fine  willow  grouse.    These  birds  are  much  larger  than  the 

ptarmigan,  and  have  dark  reddish  brown  feathers  from  the  head  to  breast,  On  march,  loh. 

a  large  red  comb  over  the  eyes,  and  the  bill  much  more  curved  and  shorter  Encmp.Ts^. 

than  the  ptarmigan.  Collected  some  drift  wood,  and  struck  off  the  s.w.  b.  w.  11  mUes. 
•  1    J       ^        ^  w.s.w.  12. 

islands. 

Thursday,  4th  May. — Floe  very  good  and  hard.    5.30.  Made  out  the  l^^^^^^'r^"'- 
cairn.    7.  Encamped  about  five  miles  from  the  island. 

Thirtieth  Jouuney. 

Blowing  very  hard  all  day  from  the  S.W.-ward.    8.30.  Started  direct 
for  the  large  island.     Wind  very  cutting  and  sharp.     Passed  through 
occasional  patches  of  pressure.    Midnight.  Landed  upon  the  large  island, 
and  walked  to  the  summit.    Found  laying  upon  the  ground  near  the  cairn 
a  large  copper  cylinder  containing  a  union  jack ;  it  had  been  blown  down  2"^™^*"°^ 
from  the  staff.    Took  down  a  cylinder  secured  to  the  spar,  and  found  it  EDcmp.T4. 
contained  a  document  deposited  from  H.M.  Ship  "  Enterprise  "  in  August  ^g^^^'^j^^^'^^se,  6. 
1851 ;  also  other  papers  left  by  travelling  parties  in  1852.    On  entering    •  •  •  « 
these  straits  and  discovering  this  cairn,  &c.,  she  sailed  up  to  Point  Peel, 
returned,  rounded  Nelson's  Head,  followed  the  west  coast  of  Baring  Island 
to  72°  55'  N.,  and  then  returned  and  wintered  in  latitude  71°  35'  N.  long. 
117°  39'  W.    Further  information  of  her  would  be  found  upon  an  island  in 
71°  36' N.  119°  W.    No  traces  have  been  discovered  of  the  missing 
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N.E.  5  b.c.q. 


N.E.  5  b.cq. 


Calm,  o.b.c. 

On  march,  lOh. 
Lunch,  ^. 
Encmp.  14-|. 
S.W.  15  miles, 
bouth,  5. 
Calm,  o.b.c. 


Calm,  o.c.m. 


On  march,  10|h. 
Lunch, 
Encmp.  15^. 
South,  20^  miles. 


Calm,  o.c.m. 


North,  1  cm. 


On  march,  8h. 
Luticli, 
Kiicmp.  12. 
bouth,  1.0^  miles. 


Calm,  o.b.c. 


'.'aim,  o.c.m. 


On  tri;ir''li  iU^h. 
T/iiii«'h,  ^. 

I,".'  r(i|,. 

.  <U  U'j  mil"". 

'""1 

robuikliiig  ttw  cttirii,  oh. 


expeditions.  The  records  contained  accounts  of  lier  procecdingB  after 
entering  the  ice  off  Point  Barrow. 

Friday,  hth,  Majj. — Walked  down  to  the  depot,  met  the  sledge,  and 
encamped.  Found  the  boat  all  right  and  in  very  good  condition.  '"I'he 
provisions  all  correct,  except  two  cases  of  potatoes  wet  and  frozen,  one 
cask  of  sugar  quite  soddened,  two  caslis  of  cocoa  mildewed,  and  the  rum 
cask  empty.  We  are  fortunate  in  being  near  a  coast  where  drift-wood  is 
found,  as  we  are  now  entirely  without  any  other  fuel.  The  remaining 
eight  cases  of  potatoes  were  under  the  boat,  and  all  in  good  order. 
Provisioned  the  sledge  for  ten  days,  leaving  here  spare  robes,  kettles,  guns, 
ammunition,  and  every  article  of  clothing  and  equipment  we  could  spare, 
in  order  to  make  all  dispatch  in  following  up  the  traces.  From  the 
powder  case  I  took  about  three  ounces  and  a  half  of  citric  acid.  Observed 
two  reindeer,  but  they  immediately  started  off  to  the  main  land.  A  fox 
visited  us  and  committed  great  havoc  among  our  necessaries  ;  he  also,  in  a 
most  daring  manner,  came  up  to  where  the  cook  was  attending  to  his  fires, 
and  ran  away  with  a  lump  of  preserved  meat.  There  being  no  rum  or 
bread  here,  I  provisioned  at  61bs.  of  preserved  meats  daily. 

Thirty-first  Journey. 

A.M.  8.  Started,  steering  direct  for  Point  Hay  upon  a  beautiful  floe,  the 
men  keeping  at  a  good  steady  walk. 

Saturday,  6th  May. — 2.30.  Lunched  ;  islands  out  of  sight.  3.  Landed  upon 
Point  Hay  and  shot  a  brace  of  ptarmigan.  Travelled  close  along  the  land 
collecting  drift  wood.  6.30.  Encamped  opposite  part  of  Dundas  Bay  bearing 
E.  b.  S.  (comp.) 

Thirty-second  Journey. 

P.M.  9-  Started  steering  direct  for  the  opposite  point  of  the  bay  in  sight. 
Floe  level,  with  occasional  patches  and  ridges  of  hummocks.  1 1  A  thick 
fog  came  on,  got  amongst  heavy  hummocks.  Steered  to  the  v/estward  and 
cleared  them. 

Sunday,  Tth  May. — 2.  Weather  cleared  up;  lunched  and  made  sail  to  alight 
air  from  north  eastward ;  observed  old  ice  in  Dundas  Bay ;  travelling  at  a  brisk 
walk.  8.  Encamped;  found  we  had  lost  the  pickaxe.  As  we  could  not  do  Avith- 
out  this  article  of  our  equipment  at  this  part  of  our  journey  I  most  rehictantly 
ordered  the  crew  to  draw  lots  for  the  two  who  should  return  in  search  of  it. 
The  unlucky  numbers  fell  to  Tullett  and  Manson,  who  returned  with  it 
after  a  walk  of  about  13  miles,  making  tJieir  distance  to-day  up  to  thirty- 
four  miles. 

Thirty-third  Journey. 

P.M.  Slept  in  to  rest  the  men  who  had  been  away.  1L30.  Started,  steering 
direct  for  Point  Gordon.  Th(3  luunmocks  rather  thick,  but  leads  tolerable 
through  them. 

Monday,  8th  May. — a.m.  Travelled  close  alongthe  beachfrom  Point  Gordon 
in  order  to  collect  drift  wood  ;  shot  four  willow  grouse.  Passed  great  numbers 
of  Esquimaux  remains;  about  them  the  ground  is  strewed  with  chips,  whale- 
bone, charred  wood,  &c.  The  men  also  found  the  handle  of  a  present  axe. 
I>an(l  about  here  is  low,  but  appnrently  favourable  for  game.  At  8 
encamped  two  miles  south  of  Point  Gordon. 

Thirty-fourth  Journey. 

I'.M.  8.  Start(!(l,  following  the  coast  to  the  southward  ;  weather  gloomy 
and  thick  ;  snow  dee|),  and  travelling  rather  heavy.  Observed  three  rein- 
deer, l)iit  they  iniuiediately  started  olffor  the  main  land  to  westward. 

Tu(;sdfiy,  May. — a.m.  Weather  looking  very  threateningfrom  the  south- 
westward;  ()bscrv(!da,ppcanin('(.'S()l'an  island  nhont  J,  pointolf  the  main  ImjuI.  3. 
'I'hc  landtnnied  suddenly  to  l  hesouth-eastwaid,  and  above  the fog  l  could  see 
high  hills  receding  to  the  eastward.  Weather  cleared,  and  opened  to  our  view 
the  island  about  Ibnr  miles  distant.  Walked  on,  and  upon  its  sunnnit  found 
a  ruined  cairn,  beside  which  lay  a,  l)()tilenn(l  some  |)ieces  of  wood.  <>.  Sledge 
arrived;  encaiuped  on  the  beach  on  soulh  side  of  the  island.  !Vlarked  oil"  I  he 
hpot  10  feel  Miagneti(;  north  I'roiu  the  cairn,  but  altera  long  Journey  we 
arc  too  tired  to  dig  for  the  record  luitil  the  evening.  Dpon  the  northern 
[joint  we  found  great  (|uantit.icH  of  drift  wood,  but  nearly  all  of  it  is  too  much 
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soddened  for  use.    On  the  south  side  I  found  some  pieces  of  drift  wood  and 
whalebone,  but  the  whole  beach  is  covered  with  large  stones,  boulders,  and  ^^st,  i  cm. 
seaweed. 

P.M.  9-  Commenced  digging  for  the  record.  The  ground  we  found  very 
hard.  After  digging  a  space  four  feet  square  and  three  feet  deep  without  success, 
I  marked  off  a  space  being  N.N.E.  to  N.N.W.  (mag.)  and  commenced 
anew.  This  proved  successful,  for  on  the  second  blow  of  the  pickaxe  it 
pierced  the  cylinder  through  and  through.  A  sudden  yell  announced  the 
fact ;  the  men  evinced  the  greatest  excitement  and  curiosity  as  I  read  over 
the  documents,  and  immediate  calculations  were  made  as  to  the  day  of  our 
return,  and  the  surprise  the  news  would  cause. 

Wednesday,  10th  May. — Employed  the  men  rebuilding  the  cairn,  and  went 
down  to  the  tent  to  prepare  records  and  examine  those  found.  They  stated  that 
the  "Enterprise's"  parties  had  examined  the  north  and  south  shores  of  Prince 
Albert's  Land,  and  one  had  reached  Point  Hearne  on  Melville  Island,  where 
sledge  and  foot  marks  were  seen.  After  breaking  out  of  her  winter  quarters 
on  August  5th  1852,  she  was  detained  about  here  until  August  27th.  Her 
last  record  states  Captain  Collinson's  intentions  to  proceed  up  a  channel 
between  Wollaston  and  Prince  Albert's  Land,  up  which  one  of  her  parties 
had  travelled  130  miles.  Natives  were  about  the  ship  until  November  and 
returned  in  May.  Fish  were  obtained  in  the  lakes  ;  hares  and  ptarmigan  Easterly  3  e.m.s. 
throughout  the  winter.  Her  crew  all  well;  no  traces  found  of  the  missing 
expedition.  The  cylinder  contained  also  a  rough  chart  of  the  winter 
quarters  and  neighbouring  coast,  which  I  copied.  Deposited  an  account  of 
my  proceedings,  also  a  copy  detailing  the  heads  of  "  Enterprise's"  proceedings 
together  with  chart  found.  I  also  deposited  a  record,  positions,  &c.  of  all 
depots,  together  with  a  document  and  chart  of  discoveries  supplied  me  from 
the  ship.  Buried  these  10  feet  magnetic  north,  and  put  a  record  in  the 
cairn.  I  mentioned  that  no  trace  of  "  Enterprise's"  parties  had  been  found 
on  Melville  Island,  also  that  the  channel  mentioned  by  Captain  Collinson 
is  supposed,  by  Esquimaux  report,  to  be  an  inlet  with  two  runs  at  its  head. 
After  mature  consideration  respecting  the  time  of  Captain  Collinson's  last  2^^^^''''^'  '^'^ 
visit  to  this  spot,  and  the  route  followed  by  him  from  here,  as  well  as  my  Eocmp.  is*, 
remaining  resources  (two  days'  provisions)  I  determined  to  commence  my 
return  to  the  ship.  Had  lunch  and  prepared  for  a  start.  3.  Started,  steering 
direct  for  Point  Gordon.  7-  Encamped. 

ThI \i ;  Y-FIFTH  JoURNEY. 

P.M.  8.30.   Started  to  the  northward.      Walked  into  the  beach  and 
placed  upon  the  top  of  a  large  boulder  a  package  of  knives  and  implements  ^"jj^^^"';,'^' 
for  thv?  Esquimaux.    Upon  the  handles  and  blades  I  had  cut  the  position  of  Encmp.  i2A 
the  "Resolute"  and  "  Investigator."    As  I  walked  along  the  beach  I  found  North,  20  miles, 
very  numerous  remains  of  summer  encampments. 

Thursday,  llth  May. — a.m.  3.  Lunched.  Travelled  along  the  beach 
collecting  firewood,  which  we  found  here  in  large  quantities.  7-  Encamped 
off  Point  Gordon  ;  shot  four  ptarmigan  and  observed  a  seal. 

Thirty-sixth  Journey. 
P.M.  7.30.  Started  to  northward  across  Dundas  Bay.     Travelling  at  a  Caim,  o.b.c. 
brisk  walk.     Floe  rather  hummocky,  but  with  very  good  leads  through 
them. 

Friday,  \2thMoy. — 3.  Lunched.  The  land  at  the  head  of  this  bay  runs  ^JJ^^j^^^'f' 
very  low,  so  that  we  could  not  distinguish  the  bottom  of  it  ;  wind  variable  Encmp.\2i 
and  very  sharp.    7-  Encamped.  £'^'■'^24  miles. 

•J  i:       '  r  N.  to  N.W.  5  b.c.q. 

TnmTY-SEA'ENTH  JoURNEY. 

7.30.  Started,  floe  rather  hummocky  and  uneven.     10.  Passed  Point  Caim,  o.b.c 
Hay  and  sighted  the  islands ;  observed  two  wolves  following  in  our  track. 

Saturday,  VSth  May.— 2.30.  Lunched.  3.  Proceeded,  steering  direct  for  ^unXf ' 
the  islands.  Objects  very  much  distorted  by  refractions.   6.  Arrived  at  and  Encmp.  'iai. 
pitched  close  beside  the  depot ;  shot  seven  ptarmigan.  A  wolf  has  retraced  ^orth^e'mUes^*' 
our  outward  track  back  to  this  for  50  miles.  Laid  out  all  our  traps  to  dry.   n.e.  20  miles.' 

P.M.  Opened  the  document  given  me  for  depositing  here,  and  made  the 
following  additions  to  it. 

4  T4 
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Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Mecham. 


Northerly,  3  to  5  b.c. 


On  march,  7h. 
Lunch,  ^. 
Enemp.  12. 
N.W.  14  miles. 
North,  5  b.c.q. 


North,  7  b.c.q. 


On  march,  lOih. 
Lunch, 
Encmp.  14^. 
N.  b.  E.  11  miles. 
E.N.E.  15. 
Calm,  o.b.c. 

North,  5  b.c.q. 


On  march,  lOh. 
Lunch,  ^. 
Encmp.  12^. 
North,  14  miles. 
N.E.  b.  E.  14. 


Nortl),  7  b.c.q. 
Jli;avy  ilrif'L 


North,  5  c.q.m.D. 


' )n  march,  H. 
J>M(ich, 
Kncin^i.  I  r>. 
Joy  »irk.  fih. 
K.N.K,  \  2  iiillot. 
H.  I<.  K.  in  iiiih-i. 

l>HH'hi-'l  ri.'I'lo 
glfDl  in  IlliIvS, 


Firstly.  A  copy  of  the  chart  found  at  Ramsay  Island. 

Secondly.  Noted  down  all  the  information  respecting  the  movements  of 
the  "  Enterprise"  and  her  travelhng  parties  in  1852  ;  enclosed  also  a  printed 
record  detailing  her  movements  after  rounding  Point  Barrow  to  the  end  of 
1851. 

Thirdly.  A  detailed  account  of  my  proceedings  since  my  first  landing  on 
Prince  Albert's  Land,  also  the  undermentioned  list  of  provisions  used  from 
the  depot. 

lbs.  lbs. 
Preserved  Meats    -       -    122  Preserved  Potatoes    -  15 

Chocolate  -       -      19  Sugar    -  -       -  19 

Rum  (no  more  found)  1  gall.    Citric  Acid      -       -  3^ozs. 

Left  no  rum.  Two  casks  cocoa,  two  cases  damaged  potatoes,  and  one 
case  damaged  sugar,  placed  on  the  rise  above  the  depot.  These  documents 
I  enclosed  in  oilskin,  gutta  percha,  and  a  record  tin,  and  that  placed  inside 
a  large  copper  cylinder  found  here.  The  top  I  covered  with  a  piece  of  our 
floor  cloth  ;  it  was  then  securely  lashed  to  the  staff  of  the  cairn  upon  top  of 
the  islands.  Provisioned  the  sledge  for  five  days,  and  arranged  the 
depot,  &c. 

Thirty-eighth  Journey. 

P.M.  10.30.  Started  to  the  north-eastward  passing  to  eastward  of  the 
islands. 

Sunday,  I4th  May. — Wind  very  sharp  and  squally  from  north-eastward. 
Floe  level  and  hard.    5.45.  Encamped. 

Thirty-ninth  Journey. 

P.M.  Blowing  very  hard  until  4  p.m.  5.30.  Started.  Picked  up 
a  day's  fuel  at  Point  Armstrong ;  struck  well  off  the  land  after  passing  it. 
Travelling  at  a  good  steady  walk  all  night. 

Monday,  Ibth  May. — Ice  rather  hummocky,  but  snow  hard,  and  tra- 
velling tolerably  good.  4.30.  Encamped.  Prepared  small  sledge  with 
four  days'  provisions  for  two.    Made  small  robe  into  a  bag  for  sleeping  in. 

Fortieth  Journey. 

P.M.  Gave  Tullett  orders  to  proceed  to  the  depot,  build  a  cairn,  and 
collect  sufficient  drift  wood  to  carry  us  over  to  Dealy  Island.  Then,  should 
weather  be  clear,  to  steer  west  (compass)  until  Cape  Russell  bears  S.S.W. 
(compass)  ;  then  Avait  for  me ;  or,  should  bad  weather  come  on,  to  remain 
encamped  at  depot.  7-  Started,  accompanied  by  Thomas  Manson,  A.B. 
Steered  across  the  straits.  Blowing  very  hard  from  N.N.W.  with  thick 
snow  drift.  Lost  sight  of  eastern  land.  Travelling  very  hummocky,  but 
making  about  two  miles  and  a  half  an  hour.  Midnight,  reached  the  oppo- 
site shore,  and  lunched. 

Tuesday,  l&h  May. — Found  better  shelter  close  along  the  beach.  Land 
very  barren,  but  very  little  snow  upon  it.  About  6  selected  the  lee  side 
of  a  large  liiiinmock  for  our  resting  place.  Placed  the  sledge  on  its  edge 
with  the  sail  along  the  bottom,  and  pegged  down  at  our  feet  to  keep  the 
drift  and  wind  off.  After  supper,  got  well  into  the  large  bag,  and  slept 
very  soundly  all  day. 

Forty-first  Journey 

P.M.  7-  Started  along  the  beach,  over  a  succession  of  low  points, 
keeping  !i  good  look-out  ("or  tlu;  cMirn  erected  in  1850  by  the  "  Investigator's" 
party.  Midnight.  Wc-uthcr  cleared  u|).  (/ame  to  the  north  end  of  the 
prcHHurc,  about  two  miles  from  Point  i{-ussell.  Built  a  cairn  and  deposited 
a  record  and  chart  ,  &cc. 

I4^<'dni's(laii,  \'Jlli  May. — a.m.  Struck  oil' to  southward  across  the  strait? 
to  rejoin  the  sledge.    2.   Weather  cleared  and  sun  shone  out  brightly 

Arrived  ;it  the  lent  |)ilched  at  the  di'poL  I'^ound  a  capital  cairn  built 
record  deposiled.  i)e|)6t  slowed  on  the  sledge,  and  snllieient  wood  col- 
lected to  last  UH  acro.'is  to  Dealy  Island,  wiiich  makes  our  sledge  exceedingly 
heavy. 
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p  M.    Thomas  Joy  complains   of  severe  cramp  in  the  stomach  and       ^ .  Journal  of 

^  -.-^  ^  ,  -1  ^  ••,       -r»        -1  Lieutenant  Mecham. 

Sickness.     Gave  him  some  warm  tea  with  some  rum  m  it.    Kemamed  — 
encamped. 

North  Point,  Prince  Albert's  Land,  N.W.b.N.  (c.)  Point  Russell,  W.b.S. 
South  Point,  ditto  S.E. 

Found  bread  a  great  luxury  after  being  so  long  without  it.    A  little  rum  Calm,  o.b.c. 
I  left  here  also  a  great  treat  after  our  temperance  cruise  to  southward. 

Forty-second  Journey. 

Thursday/,  I8th  May. — a.m.  0.30.  Started  on  a  beautiful  floe,  Joy 
walking  beside  the  sledge.  Found  we  neared  the  opposite  land  very  fast. 
5.30.  Encamped.  We  are  certainly  more  than  half  way  across  the  straits,  ^!^n™h'^?' 
although  only  five  hours  under  way.  Yesterday  I  crossed  in  about  four 
hours  with  small  sledge,  so  that  the  straits  must  be  much  narrower  than  ^  ^E.iai  miles, 
marked  in  the  charts.  Weather  very  hot.  Surface  of  snow  quite  soft  and 
damp. 

Point  Russell       -      S.W.  b.  W  i  W.      N.  extreme  P.  A.       N.b.E.  Caim,  o.b.c 
App.  N.W.  pt.  P.  Albert's  N.E.  ^  Next  Point       -  N.N.E. 

Forty-third  Journey. 

A  most  beautiful  day,  but  exceedingly  hot.    5.45.    Started,  steering 
N.N.E.  (West  C).  Travelling  at  a  good  rapid  pace,  although  our  sledge  is 
heavily  loaded  with  drift  wood.    Observed  in  a  heavy  snow  bank  four  seal 
holes  dug  out  by  the  bears.    I  have  observed  a  great  many  of  these  about 
this  coast.    It  at  once  shows  the  manner  the  bears  find  their  food  during 
the  winter.    Their  extraordinary  scent  enables  them  to  ascertain  the  locality  On  march,  lo^ 
of  these  holes  ;  they  then  dig  down  through  the  snow,  and  keep  them  free  Encmp.^isi. 
from  ice.   In  many  places  I  have  seen  large  spaces  cleared  to  enable  them  n.n.e.  is  miles, 
to  lay  close  and  watch  the  holes.   I  have  also  observed  that  the  foxes  either 
keep  company  with  the  bears,  or  follow  closely  in  their  tracks,  most  pro- 
bably for  the  purpose  of  feeding  on  the  remnants  of  their  prey. 

Friday,  l^th  May —a.m.  Objects  very  much  refracted.  2.30.  Came 
to  heavy  pack  formed  of  old  and  young  ice,  driven  into  all  manner  of 
shapes,  and  filled  in  with  most  tiresome  banks  of  snow.  4h.  45m. 
Encamped.   Point  Russell,  E.S.E.    West  ext.  land,  S.S.W. 

Forty-fourth  Journey. 

P.M.    6.    Started  to  N.N.E.,  but  found  the  leads  led  us  to  westward.  East,  2  b.c. 
Followed  them,  and  at  Q,  after  very  severe  labour,  gradually  gained  more 
solid  ice,  with  occasional  ridges  of  pressure. 

Saturday,  20th  May. — The  high  cliffs  of  Baring  Island  have  a  magni-  On  march,  loh. 
ficent  appearance  from  this  position.    If  they  were  seen  on  making  the  Encmp.\4. 
coast  from  the  northward,  it  would  be  impossible  to  mistake  the  Prince  of  n.n.e.  u  miles. 
Wales  Straits.     2.    Observed  appearances  of  land   to  the  northward. 
Floe  old  and  unbroken.    4.30.  Encamped.    Saw  two  ptarmigan  fly  over 
from  the  southward,  towards  Melville  Island. 

Forty-fifth  Journey. 

P.M.  6.30.  Started.  Floe  old,  but  not  bad  for  travelling.  Lost  ^^J^^''!^' 
sight  of  Baring  Island,  and  observed  Melville  very  plainly.  Encmp.  13. 

Sunday,  21st  May. — a.m.  L    Weather  came  on  very  thick,  with  snow  n.n.e.  13  miles, 
and  strong  easterly  winds.    Came  to  pressure  of  old  and  young  ice.  5. 
Encamped.    East  ext.  Melville  Island  W.N.W.  (compass.) 

Forty-sixth  Journey. 
P.M.    Blowing  ?^ry  hard   all   day.      Weather  very  misty,  and  light  East,5c.m.s. 
deceiving.     5.45.    Started  among  hummocks  heavily  pressed  up.    The  On  march,  loi. 
old  floes  are  here  smaU,  but  have  caused  great  havoc  among  the  young  ice  Encmp  *i3 
during  the  autumn  and  early  part  of  the  winter.  n.ke.  is  mUes. 

Monday,  22d  May. — 3.  Weather  cleared  up  and  showed  us  Melville 
Island  very  plain.    4.45.    Encamped.      This  beating  snow  and  dull  East,  5  c.m.s.b. 
light  has  made  the  greater  part  of  us  snow-bhnd. 
III.  4  U 
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On  niarcli,  10{h. 
Lunch,  i. 
Encmp.  14. 
N.E.  \3.  li.  lOJ:  miles. 


East,  5  culI). 


On  march,  lOh. 
]/anch,  -|. 
Encmp.  14. 
2C.E.  b.  N.  17  miles. 
East,  4  c.fi.o. 


East,  5  c.q.m.s. 
On  march,  lO^h. 
Lunch, 
Encmp.  13i'j. 
N.E.  15  miles. 
Is.E.  5  b.c.q. 


N.E.  .3  h.c. 
On  march.  lOh. 
Lunch,  *. 
ICncnip.  13. 

Wind  -I'ble.  and  bafBing,  from 
N.E.  to  N.\Y. 
N.E.  20  miles. 


Calm,  o.b.c 


On  march,  lOh. 
Lunch,  20m. 
Encmp.  13. 
N.E.  10  h  miles. 


Pfiuth,  7  c.q.F. 

S!if)w  fulling  and  drifting 

licavily. 


rrovitiouiiig  llic  lioiMc,  .Ml. 


Forty-seventh  Journey. 

P.M.    Glare    very  strong  and  painful.     5.45.    Started.  Travelling 

through  hummocks  to  north  eastward,  but  crew  working  well,  and  making 
good  progress. 

Tuesday,  23d  May. — 1,  Came  to  long  leads  of  young  ice,  with  occa- 
sional heavy  patches  and  ridges  of  pressure.  4.30.  Encamped  six  miles 
S.  by  E.  of  Cape  Providence. 

Forty-eighth  Journey. 

Glare  very  strong  and  snow  soft,  bearing  appearances  of  approaching 
thaw.  6.30.  Started.  10.  Cleared  the  hummocks,  and  observed  level  ice 
as  far  as  can  be  seen  to  eastv/ard. 

Wednesday,  ^AtJi  May. — Weather  most  unpleasant  for  travelling.  Ncarcd 
the  grounded  ice,  and  followed  it  to  the  eastward.  Observed  return  track 
of  Mr.  Krabbe's  sledge  from  the  Bay  of  Mercy.  4.  Encamped. 
Squeezed  about  a  quarter  of  a  gill  of  rum  out  of  the  can  for  each  man  to 
drink  Her  Majesty's  health. 

Forty-ninth  Journey. 

Snowing  very  heavily  all  day.  6.15.  Started.  Travelling  very  deep  and 
wet.  Skirted  hummocks  along  the  beach,  about  two  miles  and  a  half 
off  it. 

Thursday,  25th  May. — Sighted  Cape  Bounty  and  the  cairn  on  its  sum- 
mit with  a  glass,  although  nearly  thirty  miles  distant.   5.  Encamped. 

Fiftieth  Journey. 

■  6.30.  Started.  7-30.  Passed  Point  Hearne,  and  proceeded  across 
Hecla  and  (i riper  Bay  for  Cape  Bounty.    Set  the  sail. 

Friday,  26th  May. — Sun  extremely  hot,  and  glare  very  great.  5.  En- 
camped five  miles  from  Cape  Bounty.    Shot  a  ptarmigan. 

Fifty-first  Journey. 

6.  Started ;  wind  very  variable  and  light.  10.  Passed  the  islands  off  Cape 
Bounty.  At  starting  could  not  observe  Dealy  Island,  but  with  a  glass 
could  see  the  cairn  showing  like  a  large  black  mass.  Snow  gets  harder  as 
we  open  Bridport  Inlet. 

Saturday,  2'~jth  May. — 4.30.  Arrived  at  the  Sailor's  Home,  Dealy  Island. 
Found  orders  for  us  to  proceed  to  Beachey  Island,  calling  at  Cape  Cockburn 
for  provisions.  The  journey  from  here  to  be  performed  upon  reduced  allow- 
ance of  preserved  meat  (half  a  pound)  and  no  spirits.  The  latter  Ave  have 
been  without  for  three  weeks.  Could  not  comply  with  orders  M'ith  regard 
to  game,  having  only  one  ptarmigan.  Mr.  Krabbe  left  this  yesterday,  at 
9  P.M.  ;  Lieutenant  Hamilton  on  the  21st.  Nearly  all  of  us  had  plenty 
of  letters  from  England  and  the  ship,  relating  all  the  proceedings  since  our 
departure.  ''J"'he  accounts  of  the  luxurious  feeding  up  at  the  ship  upon 
mess  stock,  Al]HO])p's  ale,  and  various  niceties,  produced  very  watery  lips 
among  us,  and  did  not  increase  our  relish  lor  short  allowances.  Very  little 
rest  was  obtained  during  our  stay,  as  all  of  us  had  plenty  to  amuse  and 
excite  us. 

P.M.  Provisioned  the  nledgx^  foi'  I  I  days.  Put  in  the  record  case 
the  several  doeinncnts  marked  to  be  lel't  at  Dealy  :  also  a  record  containing 
the  following  iiilorni.-ition  : 

J'^irHtly.  An  accouiil,  of  llie  proceedings  oC  "  Enterprise"  and  her 
parties  up  to  the  date  of  her  last  records. 

Seeonfily.  An  aec'oinit  oC  niy  ])r()eee(lings  since  leaving  this  in  April ; 
alsf)  the  (bllowing  list  of  provisions  taken  :lrom  this  dep6t: 

Biscuit     .    -       -  -  HM       B.  Hiicon      -  -       -  44 

I*.  Meat    -       -       -       -  44       Chocohdx^    -       -       -    -  10 

Tctt    -       -  -        -  Sugar    -  IWl 

P.  I'otatocH       -  -    -  n' 

The  upper  pari,  ol'  oik^  p;iir  ol"  sea  boots  for  re])airing  inocaHsins. 

J''ound  Mr.  Kralihe  had  <',\.ainiiicd  th(!  brcful  in  No.  I  tank;  the  rcniainiiig 
portion  Ih  in  good  condition,    Secured  everything  inside  the  liouse,  blocked 
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up  the  door  and  packed  up.  Left  inside  one  sledge  bottom,  two  four-gallon  ci-^- 
cans,  and  one  small  sledge. 


Copy  of  Oiiders  to  G.       Mecham,  Lieutenant. 
By  Henry  Kellett,  Esquire,  C.  B.,  Captain  H.M.  Ship  "B.esolute." 

Having  received  orders  to  proceed  to  Beechey  Island  for  further 
instructions  with  the  crews  of  both  vessels  under  my  orders,  you  will, 
on  the  receipt  of  this  order,  use  every  exertion  to  reach  Beechey 
Island  Ts'ith  all  dispatch,  so  that  your  men  may  be  exposed  as  little 
as  possible  to  the  ill  effects  of  travelling  after  the  thaw  has  commenced. 

For  this  purpose  I  have  placed  at  Cape  Cockburn  a  complete  depot  for 
twelve  days,  which  is  ample  to  take  you  to  Beechey. 

You  will,  therefore,  on  no  account  lose  time  by  attempting  to  reach  the 
ships  ;  they  will  be  by  that  time  abandoned,  and  their  hatchways  securely 
sealed.  Your  messmates  will  have  packed  such  articles  as  they  think  you 
value  or  would  be  useful,  which  will  be  either  taken  on  to  Beechey,  or 
placed  under  the  boat  at  Cape  Cockburn,  left  for  your  use. 

You  will  not  forget  to  leave  at  Dealy  Island  full  information  relative  to 
your  present  expedition. 

The  depot  at  Dealy  Island  I  am  anxious  should  be  as  little  broken  into 
as  possible.  Rum  is  not  to  be  touched  at  all,  as  it  may  be  required  for 
travelling  fuel.  Fuel  to  bring  you  to  Cape  Cockburn  will  be  sent  up  to 
Dealy  Island.  In  case  of  having  game,  the  preserved  meats  are  not  to  be 
touched  at  all,  but  under  any  circumstances  half  lbs.  of  that  article  per 
man  pei^  day  is  all  that  is  to  be  taken. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  Barrow's 
Straits  the  8th  day  of  May  1854. 

(Signed)        Henry  Kellett,  Captain.     South, 7 c.q.s. 


Fifty-second  Journey. 

Snow  falling  very  fast,  unable  to  see  ten  yards  ahead  of  us.     Midnight,  ^^j,^^""^' 
wind  shifted  to  westward,  and  weather  cleared  up.   Made  sail.  Encmp.  12^, 

Sunday,  2Sth  May. — Left  sledge  to  proceed  along  the  land.  Walked  cauVobc^^^' 
to  Skene  Bay,  saw  no  traces  of  animals,  and  only  shot  one  hare. 
Rejoined  the  sledge  under  Sportsman's  Pass.  Tullett  informed  me  he 
had  passed  the  remains  of  a  gun  which  had  burst ;  it  was  stuck  in  the 
snow  close  to  Mr.  Krabbe's  track.  5.30.  Encamped  one  mile  S.W.  of  Point 
Palmer.  Weather  very  hot  indeed.  Snov/  quite  wet,  every  appearance  of 
the  thaw  commencing. 

Fifty-third  Journey. 

P.M.  Started  6.30.  Weather  oppressively  hot,  a  damp  Scotch  mist  falling,  vbfe  from'eastwd  i>to4c 
Steered  for  opposite  point  of  Skene  Bay.    Snow  very  deep  and  wet.  Mid-  Thick  fog. 
night,  passed  through  grounded  hummocks  and  travelled  along  the  beach,  ^unci^?' 

Monday,  2^tli  May. — SnoAv  very  much  decayed  on  the  beach;  thaw  Encmp.  123. 
well  advanced  ;  travelling  very  unpleasant  and  heavy.    5.50.  Encamped.  E^^^'p^^^j™'^"' 

-ri  T  _  East,  5  cm. 

InPTY-FOURTH  JOURNEY. 

6-30.  Started ;  found  pools  of  water  on  the  land ;  travelling  tiresome  and  J^^^-^  eastvd. 
heavy;  followed  the  land  skirting  the  bays.    11.  Sighted  Mr.  Krabbe's 
party  ahead  about  one  mile  distant. 

Tuesday,   2>Qth  May.—O.lb.    Cleared  the  hummocks.  0.50.    Joined  gn^mai-f.  93- 
company  with  Mr.  Krabbe  ;  found  his  party  all  well;  steered  across  Encmp. ^isj. 
B.  Martin  Channel  for  Point  Gillman.    4.30.  Encamped  close  together,         20  miles, 
and  discussed  our  proceedings  since  parting  companj^  upon  P.  Albert's 
Land,  north  extreme  Melville  N.  b.  W.  (T.) 

Fifty-fifth  Journey. 
P.M.  6.  Started,  steering  W.  b.  N.  (com.p.)    Very  thick  weather  with  s.e.  b.c.m.s. 
wet  mist ;  leading  against  the  wind  very  tiresome  to  the  eyes.  On  march,  10. 

Wednesday,  ?>\st  May. — a.m.  Entered  some  hummocks  and  followed  the  Encmp.^13. 
best  leads  to  the  eastward  ;  weather  cleared  a  little ;  observed  the  nearest     i  s.  9  miles, 
point  of  Byam  Martin  Island  about  five  miles  off.  4.30.  Encamped.         s  l^iy^  scmd 
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Journal  of 
Lieutenant  Mecham, 


On  march,  I04-. 
Lunch,  ^. 
Encmp.  13. 
East,  2U-  miles. 


South,  2  c.m.d. 
On  march,  9  J. 
Lunch,  ^. 
Encmp.  144. 
E.  b.  K  14  miles. 


North,  2  c.o.m.d. 


North,  5  b.c.q. 


On  march,  10. 
Lunch,  ^. 
Encmp.  13|. 
£.  b.  N.  17^  miles. 


North,  5  o.c. 


W.N.W.  5  b.c.q. 


On  march,  10. 

Lunch,  ^. 

Encmp.  13|-. 

E.  b.  S.  i  S.  19  miles. 


W.N.W.  C  b.c.q. 


N.N.W.  7  c.q.m. 
On  inarcli,  8. 
Liiiicli,  \. 
KncKi]).  )4J^. 
K.  b.  .\.  G. 
East,  7. 
N.N.W.  c.Hi.s. 


<  »fi  iniircli,  1 0. 
I.iiiirli,  1,.^  ^ 
l',ti('iii|i.  I  4. 
I;,  1^  h.  Ut)  inili'H. 


(JuJiii,  0,1', III. 


Fifty-sixth  Journry. 

P.M.  Very  misty  all  day.  Wind  strong  from  S.S.E. ;  At  4  p.m.  it  Ijcgun 
to  drizzle  very  heavily.  .5..30.  Started.  7-  Made  sail.  9,.30.  Passed  I'oint 
Gillman,  just  visible  through  the  mist ;  steered  west  by  compass. 

Thursday/,  1st  June. — Travelling  very  wet  and  cold,  our  clothes  wet 
through  with  the  drizzle.  Thaw  has  apparently  regularly  set  in,  snow 
drifting  very  fast.  4.15.  Encamped.  No  land  in  sight. 

Fifty-seventh  Journey, 

Weather  cleared  up  during  the  day.  Observed  Point  Langly  S.S.E., 
Cape  Gillman  E.  b.  S.  5.15.  Started.  Floe  very  sloppy.  Came  to  hum- 
mocks with  occasional  leads  through  them,  but  snow  very  deep  and  heavy 
for  travelling.    Weather  still  very  thick. 

Friday,  "Ad  June. — a.m.  Walker  complaining  of  sore  feet.  Hummocks 
thickening  around  us.  Encamped  at  3.  Observed  during  the  day  Point 
Langly  E.S.E.,  Point  Gillman  E.  ^  N. 

Fifty-eighth  Journey. 

Observed  once  during  the  day  the  land  about  Graham  Moore  Bay. 
5.30.  Started.  Land  hidden  from  view  by  dark  heavy  clouds.  Weather 
occasionally  very  misty.  Snow  very  soft  and  deep.  1 1 .  Entered  very 
heavy  hummocks,  threaded  our  way  through  them  as  well  as  the  thick  mist 
and  deep  snow  M^ould  allow  us  ;  hauled  to  northward  towards  some  heavy 
grounded  masses,  which  I  suppose  are  in  the  neighbourhood  of  the  shoal 
mentioned  by  Sir  E.  Parry. 

Saturday,  3d  June. — 0.30.  Cleared  the  hummocks,  and  travelled  for 
about  three  miles  upon  level  floe,  and  then  entered  more  closely  packed 
hummocks.  Observed  Cape  Cockburn,  steered  directly  for  it.  4.  Encamped, 
Cape  Cockburn  bearing  W.  |  N.  (comp.)  23  miles. 

Fifty-ninth  Journey. 

Weather  fine  and  clear  all  day,  with  strong  north  winds.  5.30.  Started  ; 
Weather  came  on  very  thick  indeed  with  snow ;  travelling  through  most 
intricate  hummocks  ;  Avork  most  fatiguing  and  tiresome,  sinking  knee  deep 
in  wet  snow  at  every  step. 

Sunday,  Ath  June. — a.m.  Wind  freshening  up  and  drawing  aft.  Followed 
leads  among  rather  heavier  hummocks,  found  them  taking  us  well  to  south- 
ward of  the  course  for  the  Cape.  Sledge  running  along  with  two  men  to 
steer  it,  keeping  me  occasionally  at  a  run,  and  the  crew  some  distance  behind 
at  a  brisk  walk.  4.  Encamped  ;  this  wind  has  checked  the  thaw  very 
much  ;  the  snow  is  now  covered  with  a  hard  crusty  surface.  Observed 
the  land  about  Cape  Cockburn,  W.S.W.  five  miles  (comp.) 

Sixtieth  Journey. 

5.30.  Started,  steering  direct  for  the  Cape.  Crossed  some  heavy  grounded 
hummocks,  and  travelled  along  the  beach  ;  weather  very  thick,  unable  to 
see  more  than  twenty  yards. 

Monday,  !r>tli  June. — 2.  Arrived  at  the  depot  and  pitched ;  took  up  our 
twelve-day  depot.  Looked  under  the  boat  for  our  clothes,  but  found  they 
had  been  taken  on. 

Sixty-first  Journey. 

Informed  Mr.  Krabbe  of  my  intention  to  travel  inde])ciulently.  4.15. 
Stalled,  following  some;  old  sledge  tracks;  weather  very  thick  and  oppres- 
sively liol ;  snow  (|uil.e  moist. 

TueNday,  i)lJi  'I'l'avelllng  rather  heavy  among  broken  up  ice. 

VV)v.  a,j)|)('arcd  Ixd.tcr  outside,  but  our  eyes  being  very  sore  I  kept  to  the 
old  niaiks.  Midnight.  While  at  lunch  oil"  Acklaiid  15ay,  the  weiitJier 
cleared  up;  observed  th(>  dog  sledge  between  Mooih"  Island  and  the 
uijiin  ;  cnnie  to  very  deciiyed  ice  with  hirge  ■i)ools  of  salt  w:U(  i- on  it  close 
to  Moore  island,  and  innunier.Mble  Ik'mts'  tnicks.    2.30.  laieamped. 

SiXTV-KI'.CONI)  .)oilltNI';\  . 

4. :'.().  Slnrtcd  to  the  eastwiu'd  ;  ( rosscd  some  hummocks  oil' the  north  end 
ol"  1  Ik-  i.sliind,  nnd  travelled  upon  level  (loe.   ( )bHerved  Lieutenant  Hamilton's 
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doff  party  encamped;  communicated  with  hira  and  proceeded  in  company,      ^     Journal  of 

,      •       -I'      1.  n     T3  T  ^     J  r     J  7        Lieutenant  Mecham. 

steering  direct  lor  Browne  Island,   

Wednesday^  7th  June. — Made   sail  to  a  hght  wind  from  northward. 
3.  Encamped  in  company  with  Messrs.  Hamilton  and  Krabbe ;  found  the 
pemmican  left  for  us  at  the  depot  quite  sour  and  unfit  for  use.    I  there- 
fore supplied  it  to  Lieut.  Hamilton  for  the  use  of  his  dogs,  in  hopes  he 
might  be  able  to  push  on  to  the  ship  with  "  Enterprise's"  records  in  advance 
of  us.     Handed  them  over  to  him  and  a  note  for  Captain  Kellett.  Our 
meeting  with  Lieut.  Hamilton  is  fortunate,  as  he  has  been  kind  enough  to  On  march,  lo. 
supply  us  with  some  musk  ox  meat ;  otherwise  we  should  have  had  nothing  Encmp  *i3' 
at  all  for  the  remainder  of  the  time.    We  have  experienced  a  succession  of  e.  b.  s.  i  s.'is  miles, 
disappointments  and  failures  in  our  provisions  throughout  the  whole  of  this 
journey,  which  has  been  most  annoying ;  and  were  it  to  last  much  longer, 
with  the  work  we  have  had,  would  certainly  prove  very  injurious  to  health. 
At  present  nearly  all  the  crew  are  suffering  from  swelled  legs  and  ankles, 
but  with  regard  to  their  health  they  all  appear  quite  well,  except  Nisbett  n.e.  i  cm. 
and  Ranson,  who  have  a  nasty  rash  broken  out  upon  their  skins. 

Sixty-third  Journey. 

P.M.  Floe  level  and  tolerably  hard.    4.30.  Started,  took  about  50lbs. 
weight  off  Mr.  Hamilton's  sledge.  Dogs  went  on  in  advance  ;  steered  direct 
for  Browne  Island,  crossing  a  few  occasional  patches  of  pressure  \  saw  two  On  march,  lo. 
bears  at  a  distance.  Encm'*i4 

Thursday,  8th  June. — a.m.  Floe  very  good.  3.  Encamped,  centre  Browne  E.b.s%s!  is  miles. 
Island  N.E.  1^  miles.    Dogs  encamped,  1^  miles  in  advance;  Mr.  Krabbe 

mile  north-west.    We  are  greatly  puzzled  how  to  manage  for  feet  gear, 
all  of  ours  being  in  pieces.   Nisbett,  Ross,  and  Joy  have  very  sore  ankles. 
All  are  complaining  more  or  less  of  the  same  thing,  caused,  I  fancy,  Caim,  o.b.c. 
principally  from  the  numerous  pieces  of  line  and  lacings  required  to  keep 
their  tattered  boots  on. 

Sixty-fourth  Journey. 

P.M.  Very  heavy  snow  and  drift  with  strong  winds.    5.15.    Started,  Heavy  sLw-drift'^' 
steering  W.  (comp.)   6.  Passed  Lieutenant  Hamilton's  tent ;  he  soon  after  On  march,  e^. 
re-passed  us.  Midnight,  came  up  to  him,  encamped ;  snow  beating  against  Encmp.^u. 
our  eyes  very  painfully.  Encamped  beside  the  dogs.  s^h.  bad  weather. 

Friday,  9th  June. — ^Blowing  a  heavy  gale  all  day  with  a  heavy  fall  of  eII.e!  9^!^'.ql 
snow. 

Sixty-fifth  Journey. 
P.M.  Very  strong  glare  and  oppressively  hot ;  snow  quite  sloppy,  great  Calm,  o.m. 
symptoms  of  immediate  thaw.  5.   Started.    8.  Wind  shifted  to  northward,  LunTC*^'^^' 
and  weather  cleared  up  ;  found  ourselves  half-way  between  N.W.  Point  Encmp.  uj. 

•  *  •  -'EbS  20  mil 

Griffith's  Island,  and  Point  Sherringham  ;  made  sail ;  observed  Mr.  Krabbe's    '  ■  ' 

sledge  three  miles  to  westward.  11.  Came  to  a  broad  crack,  open  12  feet ; 

run  sledge  over  on  some  frozen  snow  in  the  centre.  n.n.w.  7  c.q. 

Saturday,  lOth  June. — Sledge  running  quickly  under  sail,  wind  very 
squally ;  saw  the  cairns  about  Captain  Austin's  late  winter  quarters ; 
sledge  running  too  fast  during  the  squalls  for  our  cripples.  2.45.  Encamped,  n.kw.  lo  b.cq. 
Dogs  pitched  two  and  a  half  miles  ahead,  Mr.  Krabbe  out  of  sight  astern.    Tremendous  squaii . 

Sixty-sixth  Journey. 

P.M.  Mr.  Krabbe  came  up.   5.    Started.   6.    Came  up  to  dog  party. 
Finding  we  could  go  faster  than  the  dogs,  took  sledge  in  tow  and  let  dogs  ^^^^^ 
run  loose.  Obliged  to  keep  two  men  sitting  on  the  sledge  to  prevent  it  Eundi^'^l. '  ^°^* 
keeping  us  at  a  run.    Passed  Assistance  Harbour  ;  harnessed  the  dogs  and  Encmp. 
let  them  run  beside  us.     Mr.  Hamilton  and  I  fell  into  a  crack  up  to  our         IS  miles, 
waists,  nicely  concealed  by  a  smooth  covering  of  snow. 

Sunday,  llth  June. — a.m.  Passed  the  bluffs  and  observed  the  boat  upon  ^.w.  6  c.q.s. 
the  beach ;  wind  coming  down  in  violent  gusts  ;  strengthened  our  sheers 
with  Mr.  Hamilton's  tent  poles.   4.  Encampment,  about  two  miles  east  of 
Rugged  Blufl';  Mr.  Krabbe  out  of  sight. 

Sixty-seventh  Journey. 
P.M.  Left  Mr.  Hamilton  in  charge  of  my  sledge,  and  proceeded  with  the  n.w.  4  b.c.m, 
dogs  at  6  P.M.  for  Beechey  Island ;  set  a  sail  on  the  sledge  ;  crossed  over  a 
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crack  upon  some  frozen  snow.  A  wolf  kept  running  beside  us,  which  kept 
the  dogs  in  a  perfect  fever  of  excitement,  and  one  of  us  at  a  rapid  run. 

Monday,  \2ih  June. —  1.  Entered  the  hummocks  near  Beechey  Island  and 
followed  the  sledge  marks  towards  the  cliffs.  4.  Cleared  the  hummocks 
and  travelled  along  the  beach  into  Erebus  and  ''J'crror  Bay.  4.30.  Arrived 
alongside  the  "  North  Star."  Delivered  despatches  to  Captain  Kellett,  and 
was  immediately  afterwards  kindly  welcomed  hy  all  hands  as  they  emerged 
from  the  various  cabins  to  learn  the  cause  of  the  disturbance  at  so  early 
an  hour.  My  tale  was  scarcely  told  before  the  full  team  of  dogs  were  on 
their  way  to  Sir  E.  Belcher  with  the  news. 

Abstract  of  Journey. 

Bays.  Journlcs.  Miles. 

Travelled  outward  -  87  Detentions  outward  -  (j  —  Distant  4.99 
Travelled  homeward     -    S3      Detentions  liomeward    -    2-;  —  Homwd  658 


Days  absent  -  -  70  Length  of  journey,  geograpliical  miles  -  1,157 
Journies  lost  by  various  or 

detentions     -  -    8i     Length  of  journey,  statute  miles      -       -  1,336 


61^  Number  complete  journies  made. 

Geo.  miles.      Stat,  miles. 


Average  rate  of  travelhng  out  per  march,  deducting!    iq-^  18 "6 

detentions       -  -  -  -  -  -j 

Average  rate  travelling  home  per  march,  deducting  de- )    99  •  5    23''" 

tentions,  and  32  miles  done  by  sledge  while  detached  -/"''*  ' 
Average  rate  throughout  journey,  deducting  detentions')  ^S'q 

and  detached  sledge    -  -  -  -  -j' 

Total  distance  done,  divided  by  number  days  absent  from  1    ,   .  -  ,  „ 

ship       -  -  -  -  ■-  .       .j    lb  o    —  19 

Average  number  liours  travelling  per  day           -  -  9h.  25m. 

Average  time  at  lunch  daily          -          -          -  -  25 

Average  time  cooking,  packing,  and  resting        -  -  13  22 

Number  of  cairns  built       -          -          -          -  -  4  in  No. 

Records  deposited          -          -          -          -  -  7  „ 

Charts  of  discoveries  and  depots,  &;c.          -          -  -  4  „ 

G.  F,  Mecham,  Lieutenant. 

Concluding  Remarks. 

Having  nearly  throughout  this  journey  had  some  particular  object  in 
view  which  has  hurried  us  from  point  to  point,  I  have  been  unable  to 
describe  at  any  length  the  character  of  the  coast  traversed,  or  to  make 
many  observations  upon  the  existence  of  animal  life.  Many  portions  of 
the  lands  are  well  known,  and  all  have  been  visited  and  described  as 
favourable  for  game.  I  must  therefore  conclude  that  our  hasty  passage 
has  been  the  cause  of  our  seeing  so  little.  Five  reindeer,  besides  a  few 
hares,  ptarmigan,  and  Avillow  grouse,  are  all  that  were  seen  upon  Prince 
Albert's  Land ;  seven  musk  oxen,  one  reindeer,  one  hare,  and  a  few 
ptarmigan,  all  on  Melville  Island ;  our  stock  of  provisions  has  therefore  had 
but  little  addition  to  it  by  the  following  game  list :  one  reindeer,  three 
liarcs,  30  ptarmigan. 

I  have  endeavoured,  at  the  principal  ])oints  of  the  journey,  to  deposit, 
besides  the  records  supplied  nie,  every  information  I  possessed.  At  the 
various  depots  1  have  lelt  detailed  accounts  of  provisions  taken  from  them, 
and,  as  far  as  our  resources  woidd  admit,  have  rc-sccurcd  any  damageci 
])ortions,  or  att(Mnpted  to  remedy  iuiy  evil  that  cnine  under  my  observation. 
In  conclusion,  I  will  here  mention  tliat  the  conduct  of  I  lie  men  imder  my 
command  has  throughout  been  most  excellent.  Janu  s  Tullett,  captain  of 
sk^dge,  has  always  shown  himsdr  to  be  a  most  truslvvorihy  petty  oHicer, 
and,  wiiile  detached  in  charge  oC  the  sledge,  carried  out  my  ordej's  with 
great  exactness.  This  is  now  tht^  lifth  journey  in  which  lie  has  ac()m])anied 
me  in  that  capacity,  and  he  is,  I  believe,  the  oldest  sledg((  ca])tain  in  the 
('xpcdil,i(;n. 

(1.  V.  Mkciiam, 
Liculcnant  lI.M.ShI|»  "  Kcsohile,"  commanding  party. 


On  mar 

Lnnch, 

East,  30 


North,  5 
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No.  16.  Journal  of  Mr.  Krabbe. 

JouRNAi,  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Newton,"  detached 
from  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute,"  between  3d  April  and  13th  June 
1854,  under  the  Command  of  Mr.  F.  J.  Krabbe,  Master. 


Copy  of  Orders  to  F.  J.  Krabbe,  Esq.,  Master  on  board  Her 
Majesty's  Steam  Tender  "  Intrepid." 

Taking  command  of  Her  Majesty's  Sledge  "  Newton,"  manned  with 
seven  men,  and  provisioned  for  twelve  days^  you  will  leave  this  ship  on  the 
1st  April  next  (weather  permitting),  and  proceed  in  company  with  Lieu- 
tenant Mecham  so  long  as  he  requires  your  services,  placing  for  him  a  depot 
in  the  position  he  requires  it,  and  proceed  to  the  depot  in  the  "  Bay  of 
Mercy." 

In  the  cairn  left  there  you  will  deposit  the  record  which  you  will  receive 
from  me,  as  well  as  one  of  your  own  describing  the  position  you  find 
"  Investigator"  in,  the  state  of  the  depot,  and  any  information  that  might 
be  useful  to  a  party  visitmg  the  bay. 

From  the  "  Investigator"  you  will  bring  back  the  articles  of  medical 
stores  mentioned  in  the  accompanying  list. 

You  wall  be  most  careful  that  those  of  your  crew  entering  that  ship  are 
never  out  of  your  sight — that  her  hatches  are  closed  as  before,  and  that 
everything  is  left  undisturbed ;  but  should  "  Investigator"  be  found  in  such 
a  position  that  the  provisions  on  board  her  would  be  spoiled  or  destroyed, 
you  will  endeavour  to  place  them,  as  well  as  the  stores  most  useful  to  a 
retreating  party,  in  safety  on  the  shore. 

The  quantit}^  of  provisions  you  take  away  from  any  depot  is  always  to 
be  recorded  on  the  record  you  deposit. 

Having  performed  this  service,  you  will  return  to  your  ship  (touching  at 
Dealy  Island)  by  the  10th  of  June. 

The  zeal  and  ability  with  w^iich  you  have  executed  all  duties  committed 
to  your  charge,  both  in  last  voyage  and  whilst  under  my  command,  give 
me  great  pleasure  in  being  able  to  place  this  important  service  under  your 
guidance. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in 
Barrow's  Straits,  Cape  Cockburn  N.E.  by  N.  28',  27th  March, 
1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Kellett,  Captain. 

Scale  of  Victualling  from  Depot 
Biscuit    -  -  -  -  -  -    1  lb. 


Preserved  meat  -          -          -          -       -  f  lb. 

Boiled  bacon       -  -          -          -          -  lb. 

Rum,  concentrated  -          -          -          -       -  f  giU 

Potatoes  -          -  -          -          -          -  2  oz. 

Chocolate       -  -          -          ■-          -       -  1  oz. 

Sug-ar  for  ditto    -  -          -          -          -  1  oz. 


Per  man, 
per  day. 


oz. 
oz. 

Abstract  of  Weights  on  leaving. 
Constant.*        -       490  lbs. 
12  days' provisions    282  lbs. 
Depot  case  and  bags      1 6  lbs. 


Sugar  -  -  ■  ■{! 

List  of  Grew. 
Henry  Giddy,  B.M. 
James  Miles,  leading  stoker. 
Richard  Kitson,  A.B. 
John  Drew,  A.B. 
Joseph  Smithers,  stoker. 
William  Walker,  stoker. 
Jeremiah  Shaw,  P.R.M. 

Marginal  References, 
L.  Time  for  lunch. 
M.  Time  on  march. 

E.  Time  encamped,  including  packing,  cooking,  &c. 
M.G.  Distance  made  good. 

D.  Detention  over  the  ordinary  encamping  time. 

*  The  detail  of  the  weights  of  articles  of  equipment  were  left  behind  by  me,  and  not  brought 
away  when  ship  was  abandoned. — F.  G.  K. 

4  U  4 


-^  7  )  788 
=  per  man— 112  lbs. 


(    708  ) 


First  Journey. 

N.N.W.  1  b.m. 


-31°. 


L.  Oh.  15m. 
M.  8h.  Om. 
„  r  N.W.  5'. 
1  W.N.W.  7' 
W.S.W.  3  cm. 
E.  14h.  Om. 

Second  Journey. 
S.W.  4-5  cm. 


L.  Oh.  15m. 

M.  9h.  15m. 

,  ,  ^  J  W.N.W.  7. 

■^•^•tN.W.byN.7. 

E.  15h.  Om. 

Third  Journey. 

W.  by  S.  4-5  b.cq.m. 

L.  Oh.  15m. 
M.  9h.  15m. 
^„  fW.byN.  13'. 
^^•IN.W.  4'. 
W.  by  S.  3-4  b.q. 
E.  lOh.  45m. 

Fourth  Journey. 

W.  by  N.  3  b.q.m. 
L.  Oh.  15m. 
M.  lOh.  30m. 
M.G.  20'.  West. 

E.  13h.  30m. 


Fifth  Journey. 

Calm,  b.m. 
L.  Oh.  15m. 
M.  lOh.  Om. 
M.G.  W.iS.  17'. 

E.  13h.  45m. 


Sixth  Journey. 

North,  1  b.m. 
Calm,  0  „ 


L.  Oh.  15m. 
M.  8h.  45m. 
M.G.  l.r.  at  1  to  23  off 
shore. 
Calm,  b.ra. 
E.  14h.  Om. 


W.N.W.  4  cm. 
„       1  b.tn. 

N.W.  a-.l  b.q.m. 
1).  (iiii. 


HcTcnth  Jrjiirncy. 

N.W.  a  h.m. 
L.  (ih.  I  Am. 
M.  loll.  I  run. 
il.U.  IH'. 


Calm,  'i.li. 


E.  irjb.  l&ni. 


Monday,  M  April  1854. — a.m.  At  7.45  left  the  ships,  in  company  with 
sledge  "  Discovery,"  under  Lieutenant  Mecham,  and  proceeded  northward 
amongst  rough  pressed-up  young  ice.  Lieutenant  Pim,  with  the  first 
division  of  Beechey  Island  sledge  crews,  accompanied  us  out,  and  dragged 
the  sledges  until  10.15  a.m.,  thus  putting  our  crews  in  fresh  at  the  time. 
The  floe  was  here  a  little  better  than  near  the  ships.  Though  only  5' 
distant  we  lost  sight  of  them,  from  a  mist  hanging  round  the  horizon. 

P.M.  3.30.  Nisbett,  of  the  "  Discovery,"  was  suffering  much  from  weak- 
ness of  the  knee  joints,  and  unable  to  walk  ;  so  at  4.0  we  encamped.  The 
weather  has  been  cutting  and  cold,  the  wind  being  against  us.  Ice  all  of 
last  year's  formation,  and  much  pressed  up. 

Tuesday,  Ath  April  1854  — a.m.  6.0.  Proceeded.  The  ice  was  much  as 
yesterday.  From  10  till  2  p.m.  it  was  very  heavy  and  rough ;  and  then,  after 
leading  us  to  the  northward,  became  much  as  before. 

P.M.  3.30.  After  a  heavy  day's  work  encamped,  the  weather  having  been 
very  biting  and  severe  throughout  the  day.  Ice  all  of  last  year's  formation, 
and  much  pressed  up. 

Wednesday,  5th  April  1854. — a.m.  6.30.  Proceeded.  For  the  first  two 
hours  the  same  bad  ground,  and  then  suddenly  came  to  smooth  level  floe, 
extending  as  far  as  could  be  seen  westward  and  southward.  8.  Saw  Byam 
Martin  to  the  northward. 

P.M.  4.  Encamped.  The  weather  still  cutting  and  cold,  but  able  to  go 
on  well. 

Thursday,  6th  April  1854. — a.m.  5.45.  Proceeded.  A  number  of  fox 
tracks  seen.  10.30.  Cape  Gillman  north,  1^' or  2' distant.  The  hummocks 
extending  from  the  land  about  a  mile,  and  outside  them  everywhere  fine 
level  floe.    The  weather  very  thick  and  misty. 

P.M.  4.30.  Encamped.  Walker,  having  felt  his  knee  joint  very  weak, 
bandaged  it. 

Friday,  7th  April  1854. — a.m.  6.  Proceeded. 

P.M.  6.15.  Encamped.  Melville  Island  has  been  in  sight,  but  rather 
indistinctly,  since  10  a.m.  The  floe  has  been  level,  but  deep  snow  on  it, 
occasionally  broken  by  a  few  hummocks. 

y  /Point  at  which  ship  watered,  N.N.W.  W. 

P        \  Southern  extreme  of  Melville  Island,  W.  ^  S.  5'  or  6'. 

Saturday,  8th  April  1854. — a.m.  6.  Proceeded.  9-15.  Point  Griffith 
north  l^'  or  2'.  The  hummocks  appeared  about  a  mile  off  shore,  and 
probably  most  of  them  aground.  At  11  came  to  old  floe,  much  pressed  up, 
extending  as  far  as  could  be  seen  all  day,  with  small  level  spaces  of  new  ice 
between,  and  large  hummocks  in  all  directions.  Saw  a  fresh  bear  track, 
and  a  fox  about  30  yards  off  us,  which  coolly  seated  himself  on  a  hummock 
at  that  distance  as  we  passed. 

P.M.  3.  Kitson  complaining  of  great  pain  in  the  chest  and  legs, — and  he. 
Walker,  and  Joy  being  quite  snow-blind, — encamped  about  off  shore, 
an)ongst  the  hummocks.  Kitson  has,  ap]xirently  to  me,  rheumatism  in  his 
chest  and  legs.    Treated  him  and  Walker  as  per  medical  directions. 

Sunday,  9th  April  185i. — a.m.  5.  Breakfasted.  Kitson  being  still  bad, 
and  two  or  three  of  both  crews  sufrering  from  snow-blindness.  Lieutenant 
Mcchnin  directed  us  to  lie  by  to-day.  Put  four  bottles  of  hot  water  on 
Kitsoii's  chest,  which  a,])j)eiired  to  give  liini  a.  little  relief.  IJead  prayers  to 
the  crew. 

P.M.  Two  hands  went  on  shores  to  try  to  obtain  some  game,  but  saw 
nothing. 

Monday,  April  18.54.-- a.m.  (i.  Proceeded.  Kil son  very  little  better, 
hut  ahle  to  walk.  PaKsing  along  the  Ix-adi,  and  sometimes  over  the  low 
|)ointH  caKtwai'd  ol"  I'oint  P.oss,  the.  "  pack"  being  heavily  ])ressed  on  the 
shon;  here  :  u  little  young  ice  amongst  it. 

P.M.  2.45.  J'asHcd   I'oint  lloss,  and  stood 


straiu 


lor 


ouit 


aimer. 


^.'M).  IsncMuipcd. 

Point  J'almt  r,  VV.  hy  N. 


luitraoce  of  Beverley  Julct,  N.W.  by  N. 
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Tuesday,  llth  April  1854. — a.m.  5.45.  Proceeded,  steering  for  Point  Eighth  journey. 

Palmer.    Good  smooth  young  floe  ;  Skene  Bay,  however,  apparently  filled  West,  i  m. 

with  pressed-up  young  ice.    10.45.  Passed  Point  Palmer.  ^"^^^  ^  ^' 

P.M.  Passed  along  shore  at  half  a  mile  off.    Ice  of  a  mixed  description, 

and  generally  pressed  on  the  shore  as  you  advance  westward.    3.30.  Sighted  s.w.  2  m. 
Dealy  Island  and  the  cairn  from  the  end  of  the  low  sandy  spit  close  east- 
ward of  Bridport  Inlet.    4.20.  Being  still  about  3'  off  the  house,  encamped 
near  Lieutenant  Tom's  Point.   The  house  was  here  seen  distinctly  with  the 

glass,  and  that  and  the  cairn  free  of  snow-drift.    Lieutenant  Mecham  went  l.  oh.  ism. 

on  the  hill  and  obtained  om-  first — and,  as  it  proved  eventually,  last— deer,  m  g'^iV^*'"** 

being  the  only  one  seen  at  this  time.  E.  uh.  20m. 

Wednesday^  l^th  April  \'^b4:. — a.m.  6.40.    Proceeded,  8.10.     Arrived      South 5-6 q.s.z. 
at  Dealy  House,  and  encamped  close  outside  it.    The  house  was  very  free  m.g.'^s''!^"'' 
of  drift,  a  little  only  having  accumulated  about  the  door  end,  and  even  At  Deaiy  island, 
leaving  the  trench  almost  clear.    I  visited  the  cairn,  and  found  a  little 
hangin.o;  to  the  southward  of  it ;  the  board  and  cylinder  on  cask  were 
clear,  and  everything  in  excellent  order.    The  roof  of  the  house  had  no 
snow  on  it. 

We  commenced  with  our  own  two  pickaxes  and  shovels  to  dig  away 
the  embankment  at  the  door,  which  was  frozen  as  hard  as  a  rock. 

At  the  end  of  five  hours'  work,  the  three  points  of  our  pickaxes  Avere 
broken,  and  door  about  three  parts  clear.  We  then  tried  to  haul  down  the 
spar,  and  carried  it  away  short  off,  having  at  the  commencement  carried 
away  both  drag-ropes  of  our  sledges  in  the  same  attempt.    We  then  took 

the  door  oflP  its  hinges,  and  entered.  Everything  was  in  excellent  order.  Abstract  of  weights  on  leaving 
and  scarcely  a  particle  of  frost  or  drift  in  it.  this 

We  at  once  commenced  provisioning,  Lieutenant  Mecham  completing  "Constant"     -     -  ^490 
his  sledge  to  26  days,  and  m3'self  to  22,  with  a  depot  of  11  days  for  him,  22  days' provisions  and  "i 
according  to  scale  given.  _  ^     _      i/^fyg,  ^^^^^     .  /  268 

On  opening  the  left-hand  bread  tank,  which  had  to  be  done  by  lighting  Packages  for  do.  -  48 
a  fire  on  the  lid  to  thaw  the  edges,  we  found  a  small  portion  of  the  biscuit 

at  that  part  about  the  spindle  of  the  waste-valve  to  be  wet  and  decayed,  Taken  by  Lieut.Mecham  96 
having  spread  along  the  top  of  the  tank  a  little  also ;  otherwise  the  bread  i)v^ 
was  all  ffood.    All  bad  that  was  seen  was  at  once  removed,  and  the  lid   • 

1        1°  -,1  Per  man      -       -  176 

replaced  with  grease.   

On  going  to  rum  (No.  41)  in  the  ground  tier,  we  found  an  open  spile-  (Deaiy  island.) 
hole  in  top,  and  two  in  the  head,  which  were  "  weeping ;"  it  was  apparently 
a  quarter  empty.    After  we  had  finished,  the  spile-holes  were  well  secured. 

At  6.30.  we  were  all  completed,  and  the  house  door  was  again  put      south,  e  q.s.z. 
on  its  hinges,  leaving  two  pickaxes,  a  shovel,  hammer,  and  chisel  outside 
the  door.    The  turf,  which  was  like  adamant,  was  piled  against  it,  and  we         ^  20m 
retired  to  our  suppers,  quite  ready  for  a  sleep.  d.  lah.om. 

rr>i  '    ^  i  n  ^  ^      •  iz-vori    Ninth  Journey. 

A.M.    Ihe  w^ind  too  heavy  to  proceed  at  the  usual  time.     10.30.  g-^y  3  g 
Proceeded  from  off  the  Island  towards  Cape  Bounty.    Wind  still  pufiy,         l.  oh.  ism. 
but  more  moderate.  MlG.^e?^"'" 

P.M. — 4.40.    Encamped.  s.w.  4-.5  q.z.  —7°. 

E.  13h.  50m. 

Friday^    lith  April   1854. — a.m.    6.30.   Proceeded.    Fine    level  floe  Tenth  Journey, 
all  through  the  bay.    Wind  very  cold  and  severe.  ^''^4^6b^'™" 

P.M.  12.30.  Lunched  at  the  Islands.    5.  Encamped  1^'  westward  off  L.'oh.ism.' 
Cape  Bounty  ;  1'  off  shore.  kg.^^I'!^"'" 

Saturday,    \bth  April   1854.— a.m.    6.50.   Proceeded    S.W\  b.   W\  "^T^H^^ 
Mecham  and  I  went  on  shore  and  found  recent  traces  of  musk  oxen,  and  Eleventh  journey, 
saw  the  cart  tracks  of  autumn  1852,  but  saw  no  a-ame  of  any  kind.  Caim,  o.b. 

P.M.  3.   Saw  five  musk  oxen  S.W.-ward  of   Winter  Harbour.     5.30.         l.  oh.'ism. 
Encamped  3'  S.E.  b.  S.  of  Fife  Harbour  depot.  m.  loh.  2,'5m. 

^  .  M.G.  12-'. 

Sunday,    l6th    April  1854. — a.m.    6.    Proceeded  under    sail.      9-  s.s.w.'2b.'" 

Lieutenant    Mecham   went    in  to   examine    Winter    Harbour.     9-30.  r^^^ifj^fj^^l^,'/'^'"' 
Came  to  heavy  pressed-up  old  ice,  and  passed  through  it  to  the  beach,     '^East  s^E^^'c.m. 
which  we  struck  just  northward  of  Point  Hearue  at  11.     Crossed  the 
spit  at  1 '  from  its  extremity,    p.m.  Lunched  on  the  spit.    1 .  Mecham      s.e.  2  b.m. 
returned.     2.  Got  oft  the  beach;  ice  very  heavy  and  old,  and  much 
pressed  on  the  shore  here.    Kept  iV  to  2'  off  shore. 
IIL  "'4X 
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L.  Oh.  1  fjiTi. 
M.  lOh.  1  jm. 
M.G. 

E.  13h.  20ni. 
Thirteenth  .Toui'uey. 
E.N.E.  3-5,  o.m.z.s. 

L.  Oh.  20m. 
M.  lOh.  15m. 
M.G.  15'.  at  U'.  off 
shore. 

E.N.E.  3  c. 
E.  12h.  40m. 

Eom-teenth  Journey. 
N.N.E.  4  b.s. 

L.  Oh.  15m. 
M.  9h.  25m. 
M.G.  18'. 


E.  12h.  10m. 


Fifteenth  Journey. 

N.E.  by  E.  3-5  o.m.s. 

M.  5h.  Om. 
M.G.  S.W.^W.  9'. 
N.E.  5-0  s.z. 
T>.  5h.  Om. 
E.  13h.  Om. 

Sixteenth  Journey. 

E.N.E.  1-2  h.T.  +  10°. 

L.  Oh.  20m. 
M.  9h.  Om. 
M.G.  11'. 
E.N.E.  2  b.c.  +  20°. 

E.  12h.  10m. 

Seventeenth  Journey. 

E.N.E.  2  h.c.  —4°. 

J.,.  Oh.  15m. 

M.  9h.  45m. 

M.G.  9'. 
E.N.E.  1  b.  +  10°. 

E.  12h.  30m. 

Eighteentli  Journey. 

E.  by  S.  2  b.c,  f.,  b.c. 


L.  Oh.  15m. 
M.  lOh.  ;iOm. 
M.G.  H'. 

East  2  b.m.  +  '.). 


v..  llh.  45m. 

N(net<'(  iitli  Journey, 
('alrii,  0  b.tn.  f. 
L.  Oh.  1 5in. 
M.  7h.  'j>:,w. 
M.(;.  (/. 

^Jalm,  0  f.  (•  » 
I>,  3h.  Oil). 
IC  lUh.Wm. 
TwMiiii'ili  Joiiriivj, 
Knit,  I  It.rn. 

I/.  Oh.  (  "/in. 
M.  I  Oh,  lAin. 
M.G.  10', 

K.  30ni. 


Three  snowy  owls  seen,  and  the  same  oxen  aa  yesterday,  3'  inland. 
4.  30.  Encamped  4/  S.W.-M'ard  of  Point  Hcarne. 

Monday,  17th  April  1854. — a.m.  .5.50.  Proceeded.  Fine  level  floe,  all 
new,  but  rather  heavy  from  the  late  fall  of  snow.  A  range  of  hum- 
mocks from  ]'  to  2'  off'  shore  all  day,  passing  just  outside  them.  Steering 
S.W.  b.  S.  until  10  and  the  S.W.  Very  difficult  steering  from  the 
thick  weather,  having  no  object  in  sight  ahead  anywhere.  The  sledge 
under  sail,  but  sail  too  thin  to  be  of  much  value. 

P.M.  A  little  less  wind.    4.30.  Encamped  i^'  off"  shore. 

T/tesdt/ij,  ISfh  April  1854. — a.m.  5.10.  Proceeded  under  sail.  6.30. 
Shaped  course  S.W.  across  the  Straits  for  Cape  Russell. 

Noon.  A  cliff'  3'  west  of  Cape  Providence  N.W.  5'  or  6'.  The  sail 
yesterday  being  too  thin  (calico),  I  had  the  macintosh  floor-cloth  fitted 
this  morning  and  used  it  successfully,  thus  returning  to  the  sailing  gear  of 
1851. 

o  KA  1?  A  fW.  extreme  of  land  W.  b.  N.  I  N. 

P.M.  2.50.  Encamped.  1 3,  ^      ^.^^^  Providence  N.  h.  W.  & 

Encamped  earlier  than  usual,  wishing  to  bring  ourselves  into  "  night 
travelling"  as  soon  as  possible,  snow-blindness  being  very  prevalent  with 
us  all. 

Wednesday/,  l^th  April  1854. — a.m.  3.  Proceeded  through  rough 
young  ice,  with  occasional  pieces  of  old  floe.  The  weather  of  the  last 
three  days  has  been  so  very  trying  to  the  eyes  that  Mecham,  at  7-  a.m., 
was  quite  blind  and  obliged  to  give  in.  At  8.30.  being  nearly  as  bad 
myself,  and  two  or  three  of  the  crew  the  same,  the  ice  being  very  rough 
and  weather  thick,  encamped.    Sledge  under  sail  all  da.y. 

Thursday,  20th  April  1854. — a.m.  3.30.  Pressed-up  old  and  young  floes. 
Since,  6  ridges  only  of  large  hummocks  between  large  old  floes. 

rWest  extreme  of  land,  N.W.  |;  N. 
10  a.m.  <^  Cape  Hay  (?)  North. 

I A  chff  3'  west  of  Cape  Providence,  N.N.E. 

p.m.  12.20.  Encamped. 

Friday,  21  st  April  1854. — a.m.  0.30.  Proceeded;  mostly  good  dragging 
over  heavy  large  old  floes,  with  deep  snow;  occasionally  lanes  and 
floes  of  young  ice  between,  showing  it  to  have  broken  up  last  year ;  the 
young  ice  mostly  heavily  pressed.    7.  Lost  sight  of  land. 

10.30.  Encamped. 

P.M.  11.  Proceeded. 

Saturday,  22nd  April  1854. — a.m.  Passing  mostly  amongst  very  old 
floes,  the  angular  parts  of  the  hummocks  being  entirely  gone,  and  with 
the  protuberances  caused  by  the  annual  rising  of  the  floe ;  being  large 
glassy  mounds  from  2  to  10  feet  high,  having  somewhat  the  a])pcarance 
(on  a  gigantic  scale)  of  the  old  "  bull's-eye"  as  it  formerly  lay  in  decks, 
with  the  convex  side  upwards.  Exclusive  of  these  there  were  undulations 
in  the  floe  level  of  4  to  5  feet.  9-45.  Encamped.  The  last  liour  the 
ice;  \\'as  \  ei"y  bad. 

P.M.  9.30.  Proceeded. 

Siinitay,  2:id  1854.— a.m.  The  first  three  hours  very  bad  ;  heavv 

old  ice  with  somewhat  higher  mounds  than  yesterday.  Then  three  miles 
of  IcN'cl  new  floe,  with  a,  few  nuiges  of  hununoeks  betAveen,  but  thick  fog 
prcvcnicd  a  straight  course  being  steercck 

5,10.  I'jicampcd  in  conscciucnce  oC  the  thick  w(>ather,  being  quite 
unable  lo  sfccr  amongst  llie  v.-irious  rnnges  of  hummocks. 

P.M.  H.30.  l'ro(;eedcd  lunongst  very  old  ice,  occasionally  a  short 
l)iece  of  new  Hoe.  Tlie  ice  evidenlly  of  diff'erenl  years'  I'ormations,  but 
some  aj)|)ar('ntly  very  old,  the  glassy  n)ounds  being  (]uil(«  smooth  and 
rounderl,  and  from  I  I  lo  12  Irct  high. 

Monday,  2\fh  Ajml  Ih5I.  a.m.  WvWvv  ice,  nearly  all  being  new  floe 
find  (iiir  travelling.  Saw  the  land  Hoiithwnrd  indisi in<'tly.  1'-.  extreme 
of  huid  seen  S,  b.  W.  J  W. 
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fN.  extreme  of  Banks  Land  W.N.W. 
P.M.  6h.  <|  Point  taken  for  Point  Parker,  S.W.  t\-  W.  (Really  Pomt  Peel.j 

Point  taken  for  Cape  Russell,  S.  h  W.  (Reall}^  Point  L.ocke.) 
7h.  30m.  Proceeded.    To-daj-,  with  one  small  exception,  the  ice  was  all 
new,  and  the  first  7'  very  little  pressure. 

Tuesday,  25fh  April  1854. — Steering  southward  for  the  easternmost 
point  of  the  land  seen.  This  land  is  in  sloping  undulations,  rising  to  a 
height  of  200  feet  at  1'  inland.  It  was  still  by  us  supposed  to  be  the 
land  between  Cape  Russell  and  Point  Parker,  and  the  real  opening  of  the 


"  Baring' 


pomt, 
Land, 


6h.  lOni.  encamped 
2'  off  ,sliore. 


Straits  was  considered  as  a  very  low  bay  westward  of  the  latter 
whilst  it  afterwards  proved  to  be  "  Albert"  instead  of 
and  that  taken  for  Point  Parker  to  be  Point  Peel. 

I  have  no  doubt  this  was  caused  by  the  difficulty,  or  I  should  rather 
say,  impossibility  of  steering  a  proper  course  amongst  bad  ice  in  thick 
weather.  Through  having  some  little  doubts  that  evening,  we  could  not 
conceive  we  had  made  a  mistake,  as  the  chart  gave  the  distance  across 
from  Point  Peel  to  Point  Russell  to  be  33  miles,  and  it  certainly  was  not 
near  so  much,  and  as  we  could  see  a  piece  of  Melville  Island,  N.  19°  E. 
of  us,  when  we  encamped,  it  was  considered  that,  in  the  manuscript  chart 
we  had,  the  cliffs  had  been  continued  too  far  eastward. 

N.  extreme  of  Baring  Land,       N.  46  W.  1  Albert  Land 
S.  „  „  S.  6  W.  J  really. 

A  dark  distant  headland,  S.  5  E. 

L.  extreme  of  Eastern  land  seen,     S.  40  E. 
_E.       „       Melville  Island,  seen  N".  19  E. 
Variation  per  Azimuth,  105°  E. 
P.M. — After  breakfast  proceeded  in  to  the  land  abreast,  with  both  crews 
and  one  sledge,  to  land  the  depot,  placed  it  on  the  northern  part  of  the 
round  of  a  point  or  cape  (Point  Locke).    We  looked  for  the  cairn  said 
to  be  placed  on  Cape  Russell,  but  of  course  did  not  find  it. 

10.30.  Arrived  at  the  tent  from  this  duty,  having  parted  with  the 
"  Discovery"  on  the  beach.    11.  Proceeded. 

Wednesday,  April  1854. — a.m.  Passing  over  smooth  good  ice,  or 
snow,  along  the  beach.  All  along,  immediately  outside  us,  was  pressed- 
up  ice  of  all  ages,  some  floe  pieces  being  very  thick,  whilst  some  had 
apparently  been  thrown  there  during  the  past  season.    Saw  a  bear's,  fox's, 

the  other  for  about  6'  or  J',  the  bear's 


following 


and  wolf's  track,  each 

being  the  oldest  and  the  wolf's  freshest.  Saw  two  ptarmigan  and  a  hare, 
with  a  fresh  track  of  a  young  reindeer.  This'^^land  has  no  indentations,  but 
is  a  series  of  low  points  every  mile  or  two,  presenting  a  convex  surface  to 
the  N.E.-ward. 

5h.  Encamped.    Extreme  of  land  S.E.  and  N.W.  b.  W. 

P.M.  6.  Very  heavy  snow  in  soft  flakes ;  and,  being  too  thick  to  see 
properly,  stopped  for  better  weather.  Having  put  our  buffalo  robe  out  to 
dry-to  day,  it  got  covered  with  thick  soft  snow,  which  rendered  it  rather 
unpleasant  for  lying  on. 

At  1 1  more  moderate  and  fairer  wind. 

11.20.  Proceeded  N.W.  b.  W.  along  the  beach  under  sail. 

Thursday,  '2']th  April  1854. — 3.30.  Lunched  at  the  west  extremity 
of  the  point  (Point  Peel),  the  back  land  running  east,  and  then  steered 
S.W.  and  S.S.W.  2'  round  a  small  bay.  Here  we  found  several  pieces  of 
driftwood,  a  specimen  of  which  I  have  brought,  as  I  thought  a  query 
might  arise  as  to  whether  this  wood  had  drifted  in  with  the  Polar  pack 
from  N.W. -ward,  or  come  up  Prince  of  Wales  Strait  from  the  American 
continent.  Seing  this  wood  almost  confirmed  me  in  the  idea  that  we  had 
been  mistaken  in  our  land-fall,  and  were  really  on  Point  Peel,  but  the 
weather  was  so  thick  that  I  could  only  see  L  or  2'  at  a  time,  and  after 
going  2'  past  this  bay,  and  then  finding  the  coast  still  run  W.S.W.,  I 
encamped  at  6.0. 

The  hills  here  are  steeper  than  at  Point  Peel,  and  go  up 
from  the  beach  to  about  the  same  height  of  100  or  200  feet, 
and  a  fox  seen  to-day.    The  former  of  these  evidently  live 
large  hummocks  on  the  beach,  their  forms  being  found  there  in  abundance, 
and  come  to  the  beach  to  feed. 

4X2 


m  terraces 
Two  hares 
under  the 


Journal  of  Mr.  Krab'be. 


Tweuty-lirst  Journey. 
East,  2  b.  c  +9°. 


L.  Oh.  l.'jm. 
M.  lOh.  25m. 
M.G.  18'. 


E.S.E.  1  b.  c. 


E.  Ilk  50ra. 

D.  4h.  30m. 
Burying  depot,  &c. 


L.  Oh.  30m. 
Twenty- second  Journey, 


M.  6h.  Cm. 
M.G.  10'.  N.W. 

Noon,  N.E.  3-4  s. 


E.  13h.  Cm. 

Twenty-third  Journey. 

D.  by  weather.  5h.  20ra, 
N.E.  by  N.  6-S,  q.s. 

llh.  E.S.E.  3-5,  c.q.s. 


N.E.  .5-3,  z. 

L.  Oh.  15m. 
M.  6h.  45m. 
M  G  .  2'.,  viz. — 
W.N.W  5'. 

West.  3'. 

S.W.  2'. 

W.S.W.  3'. 


E.  12h.  30m. 
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D.  24h.  Om. 

N.E.  to  North. 
5-T,  q.s.z.m. 


Twenty-fourth  Journey. 
N.E.  1  b.c.  +  19°. 


L.  Oh.  15m. 
M.  9h.  Om. 
M.G.  17',  viz.— 

N.W.  to  N.  14'. 

N.N.W.  3'. 


N.N.W.  lb.  -U. 
E.  loh.  30m. 

Twenty-fifth  Journey. 

N.  W.  3  b.c. 


Midnight,  calm,  b.c. 


L.  Oh.  1.5ra. 
M.  9h.  Om. 
M.G.  ISm. 


E.  15h.  40m. 

Twenty-sixtli  Journey. 
Cahn,  o.b.c. 


L.  Oh.  1  .'5m. 
M.  8h.  ;t.')in. 
M.G.  1.0'. 


K.S.W.  1  cm. 
Noon  N.N.W.  b.q.n. 
K.  Mb.  .'lOni. 

Twenty- Bcvfnth  Joun)i;y. 
N.N.W.  4-0,  <|.o.z. 

L.  Oh.  I  .-ini. 
M.  Uh.  l.'iDi. 
M.G.  JO'. 

N.W.  n-r,,  <).». 

K,  Hh,  OiJi. 

I).  !<4h.0tn. 

N.N.W,  7, 

H    6-S,  o.'j.in. 

N.W.  f.-7,  <J.16. 

N.W.  3.C  Nooo. 


P.M.  6.  Breakfasted ;  N.E,  6  q.s.z.    Midnight,  North,  5-7  q.s.m. 

Friday/,  28th  Ajjril  18.54. — Weather  still  too  thick  to  «ee  more  than  a 
mile,  with  heavy  squalls  and  drift.  Placed  the  crew  on  two-thirds  provi- 
sions, being  now  reduced  to  seven  days. 

lOh.  Supper.    Weather  clearing  and  gale  abating. 

P.M.  Weather  cleared  up.  Saw  land  about  Cape  Ilussell,  N.W,  5.30. 
Proceeded,  steering  N,W.  b,  N,  11,  Left  the  sledge  and  walked  due 
west  2i',  when  1  was  on  Cape  Russell  with  the  following  bearings  from  a 
low  flat  point  : 

North  extreme  of  land  (a  sloping  low  point)  N,  b.  E.  ]^  E. 

South  ^      (boulder)  S,W. 

Eastern  land  indistinct. 
At  this  point  I  could  find  no  cairn,  neither  could  I  on  Point  Peel.  I 
have  subsequently  learned  Captain  Collinson  had  taken  the  records  from 
them,  and  probably  destroyed  the  cairns.  I  walked  to  the  point  \]J  north- 
ward, the  beach  being  low,  and  rounded  between  the  points  of  higher  land. 
This  land  much  resembles  that  of  Point  Peel,  being  about  the  same  height, 
&c.  Proceeded  with  sledge  along  the  beach  N.N.W.  3',  it  having  been 
brought  previously  N.W,  b,  N.  14''  to  this  point. 

Saturdajj^  29th  April  1854. — a.m.  2.45.  Encamped  on  the  beach, 

P.M.  6.15,  Proceeded,  The  N,  extreme  of  land  to  eastward,  N,N.E. 
(compass)  =  S.E.  -|  E,  Steering  S,W.  ^  S.,  or  N.W.  b.  N.  (true)  along 
the  beach,  direct  for  N.  extreme  of  cliffs  just  in  sight.  10.30.  Com- 
menced crossing  the  low  land  of  Point  Parker,  which  extends  out  about 
2'  from  the  higher  land.  The  hills  within  now  lose  their  gentle  slopes, 
and  become  somewhat  abrupt,  turning  suddenly  to  the  S,W.-v/ard,  and 
following  round  the  little  bay  westward  of  Point  Parker,  and  about  4f  from 
that  point  the  cliffs  begin  exactly  at  the  beach.  They  are  here  perhaps 
300  to  400  feet  high,  and  gradually  increase  as  you  go  westward, 

Sunday,  30th  April  1854. — a.m.  0.30,  After  lunch  proceeded  off 
the  land,  and  along  the  cliffs  at  3'  distant,  on  a  beautiful  new  level  floe. 
About  P  of  this  floe  was  pressed  up  heavily  on  the  shore  along  the  cliffs 
for  a  few  miles.  The  rest  of  the  floe  was  all  good.  The  edges  of  the 
cliffs  are  straight,  surm.ounted  by  hills  of  different  forms.  Saw  a  bear, 
but  on  his  recognizing  us,  he  started  off  at  full  speed,  leaving  a  toe-nail 
behind,  as  a  memorial  of  his  fright. 

3.30.  Encamped. 

P.M.  7-10.  Proceeded,  keeping  2'  to  3'  off  shore,  along  Banks  Land, 
on  a  beautiful  new  floe  ;  no  pressure  on  the  beach,  except  the  old  grounded 
hummocks,  and  none  in  any  direction  for  4'  off' shore.  11,  Occasionally 
we  crossed  a  small  range  of  new  hummocks,  and  a  heavy  looking  range 
seaward. 

Monday,  \st  Mai/  1854. — a.m.  4.  Encamped  2'  oft'  shore. 
N,  extreme  of  Western  Land,  N.W.  b.  N. 
A  slight  turn  forming  a  point,  N.W.  .V  W. 
S.E.  extreme  of  the  clifls,  S.S.E. 
These  cliffs  appear  with  quite  straight  edges  at  this  part,  intersected  at 
4  or  'l  ol'  a  mile  with  a  deep  bold  ravine,  much  like  those  of  Melville 
Island.   They  appear  in  longitudinal  steeps,  branching  off*  as  they  approach 
t})(;  beach,  and  have  a  beautifully  regular  appearance. 

P.M.  Proceeded,  passing  over  new  ice  as  y(>sterday,  at  V  to  2'  offshore. 

Ihii'sdaij,  2d  Alai/  1H54, — a,m,  1.30.  Came  to  "pack,"  iqiparently  of 
various  agen,  cenienU'd  together  by  young  ice.  Found  u  good  passage 
insiflc  it,  however,  at  1  or  2  cabU's'  leiigtiis  olf  the  beaeii.  A  heavy  ridge  of 
ohi  di.scoloiired  liuimnocikH  on  the  beaeli,  wliich  is  in  some  phiees  only  a 
few  feet  wi(h;.    4.  Encninped  .\' off  shore,  just  at  the  turn  of  the  elill's. 

P.M.  0.  Violent  siiualln  oil'  th(^  huid,  and,  aU.hough  on  short  eonnnons  in 
th(!  provision  way,  we,  were  unable  to  proceed  against  Ww.  heavy  driit  and 
Know  ;  break fdstcd. 

fl'adr/fsdfti/,  M  Ma?/,  a.m.  I.  Liniciied  Iron)  u  bit  of  bivscuit,  being 
unable  to  uflbrd  bacon.    7-  Supper. 
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P.M.    6.  Proceeded  amongst  heavy  pack  ice  of  all  descriptions,  offering  iventy-eighth  joumej. 
a  few  indifferent  leads,  but  more  frequently  taking  the  hummocks  as  they      w.N.w.  e  b.m.z. 
came. 

During  the  last  march,  on  approaching  near  the  cliffs,  I  had  noticed  the 
whole  floe  strewed  with  leaves  of  the  dwarf-willow.  Sec,  and  small  thin 
scales  of  apparently  coal.  So  this  morning  I  entered  a  ravine,  and  imme-  Coal  found, 
diately  found  in  its  bottom,  as  at  Slelville  Island,  abundance  of  pieces  of  it 
from  1 8  to  6  inches  square,  but  somewhat  thin  ;  a  good  deal  water- washed, 
but  still  some  good  pieces  amongst  it.  As  a  general  rule,  it  appeared  to 
me  to  be  much  more  finely  laminated  than  that  of  Melville  Island.  It 
could  be  separated  by  the  hand  frequently  from  ^  to  -|-  of  an  inch  in  thick- 
ness, and  the  pieces  I  saw  seldom  exceeded  two  inches  in  thickness.  It 
burns  well,  however,  and  in  the  tent  I  could  easily  set  a  piece  on  fire,  when 
in  my  hand,  with  a  lucifer  match,  before  it  had  finished  burning. 

Hitherto  we  had  been  a  little  off  the  cliffs,  but  now,  being  close  under,       The  cUfifs. 
we  could  see  their  structure  more  plainly,  and  a  grander  range  of  cliffs  I 
never  remember  having  seen. 

This  was  the  highest  part,  and  they  rise  here  to  an  elevation  of  at  least 
700  feet ;  they  incline  backwards  as  they  ascend  to  an  angle  of  1 5°  from 
the  perpendicular,  leaving  like  turrets  seven  or  eight  rows  of  square  towers,  or 
blocks  of  sandstone  harder  than  the  rest,  many  of  which  are  20  to  30  feet 
in  height,  all  placed  so  regularly  at  intervals  from  each  other  horizontally 
of  30  or  40  yards,  and  so  perfectly  level,  that  they  seem  more  like  the 
ruins  of  old  fortresses,  than  placed  there  by  the  hand  of  nature.  The 
intervals  between  these  towers  is  lillcd  up  by  debris  and  streaks  of  snow, 
all  lying  with  wonderful  regularity.  They  are  entirely  composed  of  sand- 
stone of  different  shades,  and  the  strata  eastward  of  this  point  dip  at  an 
Z.  of  5°  or  6°  to  the  S.E.,  whilst  W.-ward  they  dip  in  the  same  proportion 
to  the  N.W. 

I  afterwards  had  the  opportunity  of  comparing  the  cliffs  of  Melville 
Island  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Dundas  with  them,  but  found  them 
not  nearly  equal  in  regularity,  height,  or  beauty  to  these.  I  have  brought 
specimens  of  the  coal,  and  also  of  two  different  shades  of  the  sandstone 
of  which  the  cliffs  are  entirely  composed,  and  which  the  coal  was  found 
among. 

Thursday,  Ath  ]\Iay  1854. — The  land  now  began  to  trend  away  more      West,  6  z 
westerly,  but  there  were  no  indentations,  merely  a  succession  of  points 
right  up  to  Cape  Hamilton. 

4.10.  Encamped  5'  w^estward  of  Cape  Hamilton,  2'  off  shore.    The  cliffs        l.  oh.  ism. 
now  were  much  lower,  leaving  the  hills  on  their  summit  at  about  the  same  ^- 
height,  but  receding  further  backwards  from  each  cliff  as  we  advanced 
westward.  '''' 
West  extreme  of  chffs  W.  \  N.,  3'  or  4'^ 

East        „         S.  E.  b.  E.  ^  E.        y  Encamped.  e,  uh.  som. 

Cape  Hamilton,        W.  b.  N.  J 

7.  Proceeded,  and  at  9-20  found  ourselves  abreast  Cape  Hamilton,  and  Twenty-ninth  Journey, 
close  into  it.    The  Cape  is  about  600  feet  high,  in  abrupt  terraces,  termi-      Nonh,  4  cm. 
nating  in  a  small  patch  of  cliff  about  100  feet  high  at  its  base,  and  which 
is  the  most  western  piece  of  chff.    No  cairn  was  seen  here,  or  in  any  place 
we  have  yet  visited.    All  young  ice  around  this  place,  sometimes  much 
pressed  and  broken,  and  sometimes  a  level  patch  of  a  mile  in  extent. 

Saw  four  musk  oxen,  3'  westward  of  the  Cape,  and  went  in  to  get  one  if 
we  could,  but  though  they  allowed  the  man  whom  I  took  with  me  as  a 
foil  to  approach  within  50  yards,  I  could  not  get  near  them  with  my  gun ; 
such  is  the  fault  of  having  only  one  gun  at  a  sledge.  Found  great  quantities 
of  coal  here  also.  I  searched  for  veins  of  this  in  each  place  I  have  visited, 
but  never  saw  any. 

Friday,  5th  May  1 854. — ^^a.m.  Passing  through  a  mixed  "  pack"  of  all  ages, 
until  the  last  4' ;  when  we  had  nothing  but  young  ice,  with  good  level  leads 
among  the  ridges.  Old  pack  showing  to  the  northward.   4.45.  Encamped.        m.  9h.  25m 
Cape  HamJlton,  E.  i  N.  1  m.g.  12'. 

Point  Back,      S.W.  2'.  >»  Encamped.  n.n.e,  3  cm. 

.,    Providence,  W.  :|  N.  J  e.'  i2h,'  i  sm. 

4X3 
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Journal  of  Mr.  Krabbe. 

Tliii'tieth  Journey. 

N.N.E.  3  b.c. 
M.  5h.  30111. 
M.G.  11 . 

Arrived  at  ship. 


(5th  and  6th  May.) 
"  Investigator." 


State  of  holds. 


At  "  Investigator.' 


Vblf.  :i  cm.  zero. 


First  <ltty'«  work . 
8.S.U.  3  *.  1  4  ' 


The  ship  seen  i'roin  Point  Back,  and  a  cask  on  the  point,  by  one  of  the  crew- 

P.M.  5.  Proceeded.  At  first  on  young  floe,  and  then  on  a  heavy  old 
one,  or  "  grey-back,"  as  our  men  termed  them.  The  outer  edge  of  it 
running  from  Point  Providence  to  Point  Back, 

10.30.  Arrived  at  the  ship.  The  inner  edge  of  the  old  floe  was  here 
within  j/,  leaving  smooth  floe  about  the  ship  and  beach,  but  still  sufficiently 
glassy  and  "  mound-like"  to  indicate  it  as  of  more  than  one  season. 

The  grey-back"  was  about  4'  across  here,  and  eastward  of  it,  it  left 
the  same  description  of  ice  as  about  the  ship,  extending  to  the  land  and 
right  up  to  Point  Back.    I  could  see  no  new  ice  anywhere. 

The  stacked  spars  on  the  beach  I  could  see  plainly  with  my  naked  eye 
at  4'  or  5',  but  the  cairn  not  until  I  was  within  a  mile  of  it.  The  ensign 
and  pendant  were  still  flying,  but  in  a  wretched  condition ;  a  few  remnants 
of  the  former  remained  on  the  head,  whilst  some  18  inches  only  of  the 
latter  was  left,  and  that  level  with  the  top-gallant-raast  head,  the  remains 
of  it  being  around  the  mizen  mast.  There  was  a  large  accumulation  of 
drift  on  the  starboard  or  northern  side,  and  we  were  able  to  walk  in  over 
her  gunwale,  in  the  waist.  On  the  port  side  there  was  none,  and  sludgy 
ice  only  showing.  Under  the  pinnace  there  was  none,  but  a  long  ridge,  as 
high  as  the  gunwale,  lay  fore-and-aft  in  each  waist ;  I  saw  no  traces  of 
animals  about,  except  a  solitary  fox  track  on  deck. 

We  soon  opened  the  fore-hatchwaj^,  and  on  going  below,  I  found  every- 
thing in  good  shipshape  order,  and  very  little  frost  accumulated  on  the 
lower  deck,  except  at  the  hatchways.  The  orlop  deck  overhead  had  a 
great  deal,  however ;  and  on  going  to  the  store-rooms  and  holds,  I  soon  found 
that  the  ship  had  leaked  so  much  during  the  preceding  summer,  that  she 
was  full  of  solid  ice  to  the  level  of  the  orlop  deck  forward,  the  tops  of 
tanks  in  main  hold,  and  to  within  10  inches  of  the  orlop  beams  abaft. 

This  at  once  decided  me  on  clearing  her  of  all  useful  stores,  as  per  orders 
from  Captain  Kellett. 

As  our  own  kettles  wanted  repair,  and  tent  furniture  drying,  I  concluded 
I  had  better  bring  my  crew  in  board ;  so  allotting  them  a  mess  forward,  and 
taking  the  captain's  cabin  for  myself,  we  soon  had  fires  in  this  jilace  and 
the  galley,  with  coal  from  the  shore,  that  in  the  ship  being  frozen  in. 

Previously  to  bringing  the  men  in  board  I  had  cautioned  them  respecting 
stores,  &c.,  whilst  on  board,  and  strictly  forbade  any  one  entering  a  cabm 
unless  in  my  presence,  an  order  which  I  have  every  reason  to  believe  was 
strictly  adhered  to. 

The  self-registering  thermometer  in  cabin  gave  from  zero  to  +55",  but 
not  being  graduated  below  zero,  of  course  the  register  was  not  much  use. 
It  was  reset. 

In  the  lockers  of  the  cabin  I  found  ale  in  bottles  frozen  and  broken ; 
dout  frozen,  but  not  burst ;  slberry  a  thick  sludge  and  very  sour ;  and  port 
somewhat  thick,  but  not  frozen. 

We  tried  after  our  supper  to  warm  up  some  of  the  malt,  but  it  proved 
quite  undrinkable,  even  to  sailors  two  years  out  from  the  land  of  beer.  I 
gave  them  some  sheriy,  however,  but  it  was  not  much  relished. 

Saturdajj,  (dtli,  May  1854. — a.m.  Having  spread  our  gear  to  dry,  over- 
hauled holds,  &c.,  at  2.0  we  had  our  supper,  and  retired  for  the  day,  the 
men  making  use  of  the  hannnocks  and  bedding  found  stowed  on  lower  deck; 
for  which  most  oi'  them  paid  pretty  dearly,  however,  if  I  niiglit  judge  from 
their  crying  out  with  the  cnmip  during  the  day;  no  doubt  from  dtvmpness 
of  the  b(!(ldiiig. 

1  gave  the  crew  their  back  provisions  we  were  short  of  in  coming  in  to 
the  whip. 

I'.M.  Allhoiigl)  calling  it  u  day's  work,  we  still  continued  the  system  of 
working  at  night  and  sleeping  l)y  day,  that  we  nn'glii  when  we  liad  finished 
be  ready  for  travelling. 

3.:5().  (/ommenced  work;  preparing  tackle  and  opening  holds  ])repanitory 
to  clearing  them,  and  allcr  breakfast,  cleiu'ed  after-hold  ol"  all  provisions. 
Th(;  blacksmith  i'(  pairing  our  ti'aveiling  kettles. 

Suvfhri/^  "/III.  Mitji  ,185^1. — A.M.  Landed  tlu;  provisiony  gol  up  lo-day,  and 
placed  lii(;in  by  t  hcmHelvcH,  about  15  feet  inland  of  those  landed  by  "llnvrs- 
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tigator's"  crew,  all  of  Avhich  are  visible  above  the  snow,  being  in  a  very  good 
spot;  brought  on  board  some  empty  casks  for  putting  biscuit  in. 

I  took  some  angles  to  ascertain  distance  of  the  ship,  &c.  and  visited  the 
cairn,  where  I  found  the  cyimders  duly  secured  to  the  staff,  and  cairn  in 
good  order;  and  evidently  no  one  had  been  there  since  the  ship  v>^as  aban- 
doned,. 


Journal  of  Mr.  Krabbe. 


Angle  elevation  of  main-truck  above  starboard  gunwale, 
from  the  nearest  point  of  the  beach  abreast 
Ditto  ditto  from  cairn 

Height  of  truck  to  gunwale 
Gives  cairn  to  ship  S.  12°  E. 

near  point  of  beach  to  ship 


S.E.       2'  0" 

4>°  31'  30" 

1°  24'  30" 
100ft.  6in. 
1,400  yards, 
426  „ 


The  ship's  head  was  N.  30°  W.  (true);  she  was  heeling  about  10°  to  star- 
board, and  a  little  by  the  head. 

Under  the  stacked  spars  I  found  the  stores,  &c.  stowed,  and  close  to  them, 
by  themselves,  the  casks  of  rum,  brandy  and  wine;  these  were  much 
covered  with  drift  (which  prevented  getting  sufficient  empty  casks  from 
under  the  platform  without  destroying  it) ;  the  boats  were  showing  clear, 
and  their  covers  undamaged. 

A  few  fox  tracks  were  the  only  signs  of  animals  having  been  there  at  all. 
On  going  to  the  spirit-room  to  get  some  spirits,  I  scuttled  a  Avorking 
cask  (it  being  frozen  in,  and  unable  to  get  at  bung),  and  on  pumping  it 
out,  found  it  to  contain  almost  3  gallons  of  port  v.'ine,  not  at  all  frozen,  and 
being  pretty  good,  I  issued  it  to  the  crew  in  lieu  of  spirits.  A  cask  partly 
full  of  lime  juice  in  the  after-hold  was  not  frozen. 

I  sorted  out  thermometers  to-day,  and  overhauled  for  journals,  for  bring- 
ing back  to  the  ship.  Lieutenant  Haswell's  was  the  only  one  I  could  find. 
4.  Supper. 

P.M.  4.  Landed  a  sledge  load  of  casks,  and  then  cleared  slop-room  of  all 
slops,  landing  all  whole  bales,  and  leaving  ullages  in  warrant  officers'  mess 
place.  Then  cleared  port  preserved-meat  room  of  1290lbs.  of  preserved 
meat,  being  all  we  could  get  clear  of  the  ice;  the  starboard  room  was  full 
of  ice,  and  in  them  both,  according  to  the  accounts,  there  must  be 
3,300lbs.  left  frozen  in.  All  wine  and  spirits,  and  a  cwt.  tin  of  potatoes  are 
in  same  condition  in  the  spirit  room. 

Monday,  8th  May  1854. — a.m.  Landed  l,550lbs.  of  meat.  On  opening 
a  case  of  the  doctor's  in  the  main  hold,  to  get  four  gallons  of  spirits  of  wine 
said  to  be  there,  the  jar  was  found  secured  properly  and  upright,  but 
empty.  Packing  biscuit  in  casks  ready  for  landing.  I  was  personally  em- 
ployed nearly  all  day  in  packing  the  medicines  as  per  list  sent,  all  of  which 
were  brought,  except  one  small  powder  which  I  could  not  find.  The  ther- 
mometers I  packed  with  them,  and  all  weighed  50lbs.    3.30.  Supper. 

4.30.  p.ai.  Landed  a  load  of  biscuit  and  slops;  then  employed  packing 
biscuit  in  available  empt}^  casks.  Two  hands  making  a  sail  and  repairing 
tent.  M3''self  collecting  a  few  botanical  and  zoological  specimens  from  the 
cases  in  bread-room,  but  could  not  find  the  stoats.  After  dinner  landed  a 
load  of  biscuit,  being  in  all  l,2321bs.  in  12  casks;  being  all  that  could  be 
obtained  empty. 

Tuesday,  9th  May  1854. — a.m.  Landed  the  remaining  housings,  a  main 
course,  and  a  royal;  placing  them  on  the  casks,  meats,  and  slops,  and 
lashing  a  tarpaulin  over  all.  Opened  the  rum  on  the  beach,  and  took  6 
gallons  from  it;  and  a  case  of  potatoes,  and  took  out  20lbs.;  this  was  a 
good  deal  caked  from  wet.  I  took  the  case  on  board,  and  had  it  re-soldered 
before  replacing  it.   4.  Supper. 

p.  M.  4.  Cleared  bread-room  of  all  bread,  and  stowed  18^  bags  in  the 
library.  Employed  clearing  up  everything  under  hatches,  packing  16  days' 
provisions  for  sledge,  making  a  sail  for  ditto,  and  cutting  a  hole  under  the 
stern  for  soundings. 

7.20.  Sounded  in  1 1  fathoms.  I  therefore  presumed  the  ship  had  dragged 
a  little  S.E.-ward,  as  the  cable  was  hanging  slack  under  bow,  and  thence 
could  not  be  seen  under  the  ice.  Ship  was  in  nine  fathoms  previously,  I 
believe. 

4X4 


At "  Investigator." 
First  day's  •work. 


South.  2  o.s. 

Second  day's  work 
South.  1  s. 


South  2.  o.s. 


Calm,  b.c.z.  +  70. 

"  Investigator." 
Third  day's  work. 
South.  1  s. 


Calm,  b.c. 


Fourth  day's  work. 
N.N.W.  2  b.c.  +  10°. 
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Journal  of  Mr,  Krabbe.  Wednesday^  lOth  May,  1854. — A.M.  Deposited  record  from  Captain 
Kcllett  and  from  myself  (a  copy  of  which  has  oeea  transmitted),  in  a  gutta- 
percha and  tin  cyh'nder,  and  secured  it  to  the  staff  on  the  cairn,  j^ut  a 
board  on  the  skids  over  the  capstan,  stating  the  time  of  the  visit. 

West.  1  b.c.  4.30.  Supper.   Gave  the  men  (7  in  number)  three  yards  of  duck  each. 

Fifth  day's  work.  p.m.  Employed  preparing  for  travelling,  and  cleaning  lower  deck,  captain's 

cabin,  and  ship  generally. 

Thursday,  ilth  May  1.854. — a.m.  Employed  repairing  personal  clothing 

of  the  crew.    4.  Packed  the  sledge,  limiting  each  man's  knapsack  to  an 
N.E.  2  b.c.  + 12°.         extra  5lbs.  weight. 


Abstract  of  Weights  on  leaving. 

Constant  weights  as  at  first               _  -  _  490lbs. 

A  gun  and  gear,  shot,  &c.   -              -  -  -  12  „ 

1 6  days'  provisions  and  fuel,  with  packages  -  -  402  „ 

Medicines,  &c.  in  cases       _             .  -  -  ,50 

Specimens,  journals,  books,  &c.          -  -  -  56  „ 

51bs.  per  maix  extra  in  knapsacks        -  _  _  40  „ 


7)1,050 


per  man    -  ISOlbs. 


Thirty-first  Jonrney. 
N.E.  1  b.c. 


L.  Oh.  l.'jm. 
M.  9b.  .Om. 
M.G.  13'. 
Vblc.  1  b.c.m.-6'. 

E.  14h.  SOra. 

Tliirty-Bccond  Journey. 
Calm,  o.b.  +  28''. 


h.  oh.  J.'jm. 
M.  71).  'Mm. 
i<.  liuiiaing' 
Culm  -  - 
M.U,  7'. 

Calm.      H  7'. 
K.  \:\\\.  4()iii. 
'JTilrty-thlrd  Joiinn-y. 
K.N.K.  'J.  h.r..  (  «•■. 

I..  Oil.  t.'.ili. 

.M.  vii.  noiii. 
>1.(J,  \w. 
K  I4h.  4»u. 


ah.Om. 


P.M.  5.0.  Breakfasted;  then  inspected  the  ship  and  saw  fires  and  lights 
out,  and  ship  clean  and  stowed  as  before.  Saw  the  hatches  in  precisely  the 
same  manner. 

5.40.  Proceeded  out  of  the  bay.  Crossed  in  the  first  two  hours  the  heavy 
old  floe,  and  got  on  good  ice  on  eastern  side  of  the  bay,  which  led  us  right 
up  to  Point  Back,  where  we  met  the  first  young  ice. 

Midnight.  Lunched  at  Point  Back,  and  saw  the  cask  deposited  with 
record  by  the  "Investigator."  It  was  full,  lying  on  its  bilge  and  firmly 
frozen  to  the  ground.  I  have  since  learned  it  had  been  placed  on  its  head, 
filled  with  stones,  and  stones  heaped  round  it;  so  no  douot  it  had  been 
removed  by  a  bear  or  other  animal. 

Friday,  I2fh  May  1854. — a.m.  Proceeded  close  along  the  beach,  and 
latterly  on  it.  I  had  an  opportunity  this  morning  of  seeing  two  specimens 
of  the  Polar  floe,  thrown  up  on  the  beach  close  to  each  other.  I  took  fair 
time  in  estimating  them  (being  of  course  unable  to  measure),  and  am  certain 
they  were  from  22  to  24  feet  at  least  in  thickness.  One  piece  had  one  of 
those  glassy  mounds  (mentioned  in  crossing  the  pack  before)  on  it,  of  10 
feet  in  height;  if  they  bear  a  constant  proportion  to  the  thickness  of  the 
floe,  much  that  we  crossed  on  24th  and  25tli  April  must  have  been  much 
thicker.  3.  Encamped  A\'  eastward  of  Point  Back.  I  wandered  about  the 
land  this  afternoon,  but  saw  no  game. 

P.M.  5.30.  Struck  olF  from  the  beach,  and  proceeded  along  shore 
amongst  young  ice  and  heavy  pack.  I  went  on  the  hills  myself,  and 
saw  numerous  tracks  of  ptarmigan. 

Saturday,  VMli,  May  1854. — a.m.  I  saw  ten  of  these  birds  to-day,  and 
shot  seven  of  them.  1.20.  Stopped  and  encamped  close  to  Cape  Plamilton, 
and  took  the  party  witli  me  on  to  the  first  terraoa,  at  the  extreme  of  the 
cape,  and  commenced  building  a  cairn.  I  sent  one  hand  on  to  the  summit 
to  sec;  for  iht;  c^airn  said  to  be  phiced  here  by  a  party  from  the  "  Investigator," 
as  also  to  look  for  game.  No  cairn  could  be  seen  anywhere,  but  three 
deer  were,  jdthoiigh  they  were  very  shy. 

4.  ( 'oiJiplcted  the  caiiii  to  a  iieight  of  five  feet,  being  five  in  diameter  at 
its  base ;  placed  a  broken  pickaxe  at  its  top,  and  secured  the  record 
cas(;  of  gutt:i  percha,  with  record  enclosed,  to  it.  The  record  was  a  printed 
one,  with  additional  noli('(!  of  huiding  tlie  ]m)viHionH,  and  the  cause.  'The 
cairn  is  at  a  lieighi  oC  .-diout  120  feet.    Hcturncd  to  the  tent  at  4.20. 

P.M.  ().  Proceeded.  I'^irst  3'  good  young  ice,  ralh(>r  crushed;  after 
tliat  very  licavy  ]iacl;  ;  stecM'ing  1''.  b.  N.  \  N. 

Sunday,  May   185-1,     Alter  very  laborious   dragging,  at  3.45 

<;n(:uniped.  Saw  tl)e  cairn  distinctly  with  llu;  glass ;  it  was  hccu  with  the 
nuked  ryv  at  A'. 
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Cape  Hamilton  W.  b.  S.  I  S.  Extreme  of  cliffs  S.E.  J-  S.  Greatest  Journal  of^r.  Krabbe. 
turn  in  the  direction  of  cliffs  S.  b.  E.  ^  E. 

6.30.  Proceeded  E.  b.  N.  ^  N.,  as  well  as  the  pack  would  allow  me  to  Tjjirty.fouith  journey, 

steer.    Very  heavy  old  pack  until  midnight,  and  then  mostly  young  ice  e.n.e.  2  b.c.  +  2°. 
much  pressed,  with  a  few  old  floes  intermixed. 

Monday/,  \bth  May  1854. — a.m.  1.  Saw  the  high  land  of  Cape  Smyth  ^ 

N,  b.  E.    4.25.  Encamped.  m.  9h.  4toi. 

Cape  Hamilton,  W.  _b.  S.        1  m.  g.  s'. 
Principal  point  of  cliffs,  S.W.    >  Encampment 

East  extreme  of  ditto,  S.  b.  E.J  ^'l^isli^'ssu^^ ^ ' 

P.M.  6.  Proceeded.    Very  heavy  old  pack  until  10  p,m.  the  mounds  on  Thirty-fifth  Joumey 

it  being  12  or  14  feet  high.    From  10  till  2  a.m.  mostly  young  ice,  not  ^  g  ^  1      +  4 
much  pressed,  but  deep  snow  on  it,  rendering  dragging  somewhat  heavy 
All  old  afterwards. 

Tuesday,  l6th  May  1854.  —  Melville  Island  cliffs  in  sight.     Nine  l.  oh.  L-im. 

ptarmigan  seen  flying  northward,  in  two  coveys.    2.30.  High  part  of  Cape  ^'  j°E.kE,5'. 

Smyth  N.  ^  E.    3.45.  Encamped.    Bearings  unable  to  be  taken,  from  I  East  4'. 

clouds  hanaring  over  the  land.  ^  ^-^  l 

00  E.  14h.  25m. 

P.M.  Found  our  sledge  to  have  two  poppets  gone  in  the  mortice  joints.  Thirty-sixth  Journey, 
probably  during  yesterday's  heavy  work,  having  had  to  cross  full  nine      East,  2  b. c. 
and  ten  feet  passes  amongst  the  monster  hummocks. 
We  lashed  the  heads  afresh,  and  at  6.10  proceeded. 

f  Cape  James  Ross,  N.W.  b.  N.  =  N.  6^  points  E, 

I      „   extreme,  N.W.^^  W.  =  N.  5    „     E.  ^  ok  i^sm. 

9  P.M.  <{   High  part  of  Cape  Smyth,  W.S.     S.  =  N.  |;  E.  m!g.  iom™' 

0       „  „  ^    S.S.W.  J-W.  N.W. 

giving  9|  points  variation. 
Most  of  the  ice  one  or  two  years  old,  in  large  floes,  with  deep  snow  on 
them ;  but  the  best  travelling  since  leaving  Cape  Hamilton. 

Wednesday,  17th  May  1854. — a.m.   The  same  ice  as  before.    4.15.       e.s.e.  2  cm.  +13° 
Encamped.    Steering  E.N.E.  since  9  p.m.,  when  last  bearings  were  taken.  ^  igj, 

P.M.  7.15.    Proceeded.    10.30.   High    part    of  Cape    Smyth   under  Thirty-seventh  Joumey. 

ON.  23°W.  _  E.byS.2b.c. 

Thursday,  I8ih  May  1854. — a.m.  Until  lunch  at  2.15,  all  level  one  or 
two  years  old  floes,  with  deep  snow  ;  a  few  ranges  of  hummocks  at  each        l.  oh.  ism. 
floe  edge,  but  found  less  pressure  here  than  in  any  other  part  of  the  m.g.^io^'!"^' 
straits.    Banks  Land  in  sight  all  day  from  the  level  floe.    5.25.  Encamped. 

6.30.  O  Over  R.  extreme  of  Melville  Island,  E.  i  S.  East,  1  b.c.  +3°. 

L.  extreme  of       „         „    N.N.E. '  E.i2h.35m. 

P.M.  6.0.  Proceeded.    Steering  E.N.E.  for  nearest  part  of  the  land.    All  Thirty-eighth  Journey, 

young  ice  to-day,  for  the  most  crushed  up,  much  as  that  about  our  ships.  e.n.e.  1  b.c. 

Friday,  IQth  May  1854. — a.m.  Found  the  work  amongst  the  young 
broken  ice  very  tiresome  and  unpleasant,  giving  very  uneven  and  no  ways  Klohlom 
sure  footing  ;  sometimes  the  men  when  going  steadily  on,  sinking  suddenly  q    f  e.n.e.  7^'. 

to  the  middle,  with  an  occasional  "barking  of  the  shin"  against  some  [East,  2'. 

sharp  piece  below.    Saw  seven  ptarmigan  flying  into  the  land.  Caim,  b.c.  +  3". 

fR.  extreme  of  land,  S.E  b.  E.  I  E. 

4.15.  Encamped  3'  off  shore.  <^  C.  Dundas  (W.  point),  E.  S.  E~ 

LC.  J.  Ross  (L.  extreme),  N.  b.  W.  i  W. 

Visited  by  a  fox,  which  inspected  our  cooking  apparatus,  but  got  his 
leg  broken  for  his  trouble.  e.  ish.  45m. 

P.M.  6.  Proceeded.    Steering  for  south  extreme  of  the  land,  not  seeing  Thirty-ninth  Journey, 
any  in-shore  lead.  e.n.e.  1  b. 

10.  After  passing  over  some  very  rough  young  ice,  found  a  lead  inshore 
of  beautiful  level  floe  of  last  year's  formation,  with  little  snow  on  it,  and  kept 
it  until  1  A.M. 

Saturday,  20th  May  1854. — a.m.  1.  Obliged  to  take  the  sledge  inside 
on  the  beach,  at  that  part  which  last  night's  and  to-day's  bearings  give  as 
Cape  Dundas.  In  the  offing  and  right  in  to  the  grounded  hummocks,  the 
ice  was  all  very  heavily  pressed,  but  entirely  of  last  year's  formation.  At 
first  we  went  tolerably  along  the  beach  inside  the  high  ridge  of  grounded 
III.  4  Y 
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Journal  of  Mr.  Krabbe. 


L.  Oh.  ]5ra. 
M.  9h.  Om. 
M.G.  U'. 

E.N.E.  3  C.S.  +12°. 
E.  14h.  15m. 

Fortieth  Journey. 
E.N.E.  2  b.v. 


E.N.E.  z.  c. 


L.  Oh.  15m. 
J\L  9h.  Om. 
M.G.  21'. 


E.N.E.  .3  o.s.  +  12°. 

E.  14h.  15m. 

Forty-first  Journey. 

E.N.E.  2  o.s.  +  20°. 


L.  Oh.  irm. 
M.  'Jh.  ;)Oni. 

™-      I  N.K.hy  E.4'. 
E,N.I':.  .'i  o.  I-  10'  . 
E.  Mh.  LOni. 

Forly-i(''''()ii<l  .Joiiriii-y. 
N.K.  I  b.c.  I  12''. 

I..  Oil.  iriiii. 
M.  (ill.  rnmi. 
M.Ci.  i.v. 
Kant,  I  »),c.  +  6" 
K.  Mil.  ;iOrii. 

forty  third  .lonniiry. 
H.K.  ;i.  O.K.  t  10" 

I..  Oh.  ir/iii. 

M  (ih.  Oin. 
M/l,  I.';'. 
K,  If,'. 

Forty 'ffiiirih  .lonriic). 
ivi*t,  vhl(5.  n'R,  n.t. 


hummocks,  but  after  half  an  hour  we  came  to  a  part  where  the  steep  debris 
of  the  cliffs  and  the  high  hummocks  met  each  other  at  such  an  acute 
angle,  that  it  appeared  impossible  to  get  along ;  to  go  out  on  the  floe  was 
quite  impracticable,  as  the  ridge  of  hummocks  was  very  old,  and  quite 
30  and  40  feet  in  height  at  this  part.  But  by  literally  crawling  on  hands 
and  knees  to  prevent  slipping,  whilst  the  sledge  made  a  somewhat  crab- 
like progress,  we  finally  got  out  of  our  difficulties,  and  at  3  were  on  the 
floe  again  ;  after  passing  a  little  rough  young  ice,  were  once  more  on  our 
good  level  floe. 

3.45.  Encamped  |'  off  shore,  with  the  extremes  of  land  3'  apart, 
and  bearing  E.  \  S.,  and  N.W,  b.  W.  \  W.  I  considered  I  was  now 
2y  or  3'  eastward  of  Cape  Dundas,  although  which  of  these  succession 
of  points  was  the  real  cape  it  is  difficult  to  say.  That  which  I  assumed 
was  according  to  the  bearings  given  in  the  Admiralty  chart. 

P.M.  6.  Proceeded  on  beautiful  level  ice,  with  a  little  fan-like  snow  on 
it,  just  sufficient  to  prevent  our  shpping,  but  not  to  hinder  dragging. 
This  "  fan-like  appearance  "  being  the  first  symptoms  of  the  thaw  I  have 
seen  on  the  floe,  although  on  the  shore  water  had  been  running  down 
slightly,  but  had  frozen  again,  at  2  a.m.  this  morning.  I  walked  mostly 
on  the  beach  yesterday  and  to-day,  but  saw  nothing  in  the  way  of  game. 

At  Cape  Hay  found  the  rough  hummocks  of  the  offing  stretching  in 
so  as  just  to  touch  the  cape,  and,  after  barely  allowing  us  room  to  pass 
along  the  tidal  cracks  for  100  or  200  yards,  trended  off  S. -eastward, 
leaving  a  space  3'  wide  of  clear  smooth  ice,  at  2'  or  3'  eastward  of  Cape 
Hay,  and  thence  it  appeared  to  keep  a  width  of  A'  at  least  as  far  east  as 
Cape  Providence. 

Sunday,  21  st  May  1854. — Saw  a  carcass  of  a  ptarmigan  lying  on  the 
floe,  disembowelled  and  partially  eaten  by  a  burgomaster,  and  soon  after 
saw  two  of  the  latter  (glaucous  gull). 

A.M.  3.15.  Encamped  close  to  the  beach  1'  N.-eastward  of  Cape 
Providence.  Our  men  never  lessened  their  first  pace  to-day,  but  since 
lunch  walked  rather  faster  than  before.  This  was  partly  owing  to  the 
beautiful  hard  floe,  and  perhaps  partly  owing  to  a  stimulant  in  perspective, 
having  for  once  promised  to  "  splice  the  main  brace"  if  they  reach  Cape 
Providence  that  night ;  a  promise  I  duly  fulfilled. 

One  hand  went  in  to  see  for  some  game,  and  we  had  the  pleasure  an 
hour  after  of  seeing  him  a  quarter  of  a  mile  off',  standing  by  a  slaughtered 
musk  ox,  his  only  companions  having  escaped.  These  animals,  as  also 
those  seen  at  Cape  Hamilton,  were  all  bulls.  We  at  once  removed  the 
bones  from  tlie  meat,  and  these  furnished  a  good  meal  to  two  ravens 
during  the  day. 

P.M.  5.45.  Proceeded.  Snow  very  soft  and  sludgy  on  the  young  ice; 
we  were  gradually  thrown  off'  the  land  as  we  proceeded  northward  by  the 
hummocks  which  line  the  shore  here,  leaving  clear  unbroken  floe  in  the 
offing. 

M(ynday,22d  May  l'ArA. — a.m.  3.30.  Encamped.  Saw  our  outward-bound 
tracks  during  the  last  hour. 

„    J"  Cape  Providence,  S.  6;^;  points  W. 
'  "   "I  Northern  extreme  visible,  N.E. 

P.M.  5.45.  l^roceeded,  skirting  tlie  edge  of  tlie  young  ice,  which  continued 
to  tlie  shore  as  yesterday,  about  2'  in  width.    Clood  floe  in  ofling. 

7W.sY/ay,  23^/  May  IH54.  -a.m.  3.30.  riiicamped  about  Vl'  southward  of 
I'oiiit  Ilearne  (the  point  being  too  U)w  to  see  it  b(>hind  the  hummocks). 

Cape  Bounty,  N.  5H"  \L  i)er  G). 

Ditto  -       -  N.  '7'X'  W.  per  compass,  gives  11;^,  points  variation. 

P.M.  f).  I^roceedcd  N.l'l.  by  I'or  Cape  Bounty,  in  sight.  I^'ine  level 
new  floe,  pretty  tliickly  covcicd  with  snow. 

l^odru'.sday,  'IM.Ii  May  I  H5'l.  -  a.m.  3.15.  MncainiH-d.  ( 'a|H^  Bounty 
N.K.  [)y  I'i.  5'.  "  Sphced  tli<!  main  brace"  in  honour  of  I  ler  Mjijesty's  birthday 

P.M.  Il<;iivy  Hiiovv  all  day.  ().I5.  I'roeecded.  S.  Weather  cleared  up  a 
little,  and  mhw  Cape  Jiouiity.    At  2'  wtistward  of  (!a])e  Bounty,  when  the 
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weather  cleared  to  the  eastward,  I  wished  to  recognise  the  eastern  land,  Journal  of  Mv.  Krabbe. 
which  I  could  not  see  with  my  naked  eye,  when,  on  making  use  of  my 

glass,  the  first  thing  that  fell  in  the  field  was  Dealy  Island  cairn,  looming  l.  oh.  ism. 

very  large,  and  from  it  I  could  just  distinguish  a  trace  of  the  land :  this  mg^J'^™' 
was  at  a  distance  of  17'. 

Thursday,  2bth  May  1854. — a.m.  1.  Lunched,  1'  south  of  the  southern-  ne.,  3-4,  e.g. v.  +7° 
most  island.    3.45.  Encamped  4'  eastward  of  the  islands. 

Cape  Bounty,  N.  7  points  W.    Dealy  Cairn,  N.  5^  points  E.  uh.  ism. 

P.M.  6.  Proceeded  straight  for  Dealy  Island— all  good  floe.  Forty- fifth  Joumey. 

Friday,  2Qth  May  1854.— a.m.  0.30.  Arrived  at  the  house,  and  com-  ^-^^-W.,  3  e.g.,  +i5° 

menced  digging  away  remainder  of  banking  at  the  doorway.    3.30.  Entered,  ^  \5™\ 

and  received  the  orders  of  Captain  Kellett  to  "  proceed  to  Beechey  Island  at  m.g.  9'. 

once,  the  ships  having  been  already  abandoned ;"  relative  to  the  scale  of  N.isr.w.  4  b.c.g.  + 15°. 
provisions,  &c.,  together  with  news  from  the  squadron,  letters  from  England, 
&c.  Lieutenant  Hamilton  had  left,  we  found,  on  the  21st  May;  but  tent  Deaiy island, 
had  been  pitched  whilst  we  were  clearing  down  the  embankment,  so  we 
went  at  once  to  our  supper,  and  tried  to  sleep,  although  for  some  of  us 
vainly  I  know,  the  amount  of  news  being  too  much  for  the  brain  to  digest 
at  once.  Whilst  marching  to-day  we  saw  a  bear  coming  towards  us  from 
the  northward;  we  stopped,  and  remained  lying  on  the  sleigh,  perfectly 
still.    He  came  up  very  fast  to  our  track,  at  about  500  yards  astern,  which, 

having  scented  very  carefully,  he  darted  off  full  speed  in  the  opposite  direc-  ^  j^j, 

tion,  for  he  evidently  had  seen  mankind  before.  i>.  7h.  om, 

P.M.  5.20.  Commenced  packing  provisions  for  12  days,  as  per  reduced  Forty-sixth  Journey, 
scale,  viz.,  to  ^  lb.  of  preserved  meats  and  no  spirits,  with  other  articles  the 
same;  and,  having  one  day  left  on  sledge,  this  completed  us  to  13  days. 
9.  Closed  the  house,  and  lunched.  9-30.  Proceeded  for  Beechey  Island.  "W.s.w.  i  e. 
Set  the  sail  to  a  lisrht  air  from  W.S.W.  Passed  around  the  outer  edge 
of  the  low  point  at  eastern  entrance,  there  not  bemg  sufficient  snow  on  it 
to  cross  it. 

Saturday,  27th  May  IQb^. — a.m.  3.30.  Encamped  5^' westward  of  Point 
Palmer.  I  passed  over  the  land,  and  saw  a  wolf  and  nine  ptarmigan,  eight 
of  which  I  obtained.  William  Walker  went  to  get  a  few  more  after  encamp- 
ing, and  on  firing  at  the  second  bird  burst  his  gun  in  numerous  pieces,  leaving  m  a'^gm™ 
a  piece  of  the  stock,  about  six  inches  big,  only  in  his  hand,  the  rest  flying 
in  all  directions.  By  the  greatest  good  luck  he  was  totally  unhurt.  The 
gun  was  a  private  double-barrelled  one,  brought  from  the  "  Investigator"  as  •  caimc.  +12°. 
a  second  sledge  gun.  e.  uh.  30'. 

P.M.  6.  Proceeded  under  sail,  wind  rather  scant.    8.20.  Passed  Point  Forty-seventh  Joiimey. 

Palmer.    9-  Heavy  snow,  steering  by  the  dog-sledge  tracks.  ^  L^h^sm^^^"' 

Sunday,  2Sth  May  1854. — a.m.  3.30.  Encamped,  a  few  miles  east  of        m.  9h'.  ism*. 

Point  Ross,  close  to  beach.   All  level  floe  until  2  a.m.,  then  traversing  youno^ 

^       A      •  isj      o      W.S.W.  2  b.c. +27°. 

pressed-up  ice.  ^,1^  3,^ 

P.M.  6.  Proceeded,  following  tracks  of  dog-sledge,  and  groping  our  way  Forty-eighth  Joumey. 

along  the  shore,  crossing  the  low  points  and  bays  as  they  offered  in  the  ^ 

course.    The  first  water  seen  on  the  land,  at  which  the  crew  had  a  good  m.  7h.  45m. 

drink.  m.g.'w.  ' 

Monday,  29th  May  1854c. — Very  thick  weather.  2.  Lost  the  tracks  of  East  to  s.e.  2  f.  +  25°. 
the  dog-sledge ;  and,  coming  to  some  bad  ice,  and  unable  to  see  100  yards, 

encamped.  e.  i4h.  om. 

P.M.  6.0.  Proceeded  over  rather  bad  ice  for  a  few  miles.    At  1 1  came  to  ^- 
level  floe,  4'  or  5'  westward  of  Point  Griffiths.  ^2''''^' 

Tuesday,  20th  May  1854. — a.m.  0.30.  Saw  Lieutenant  Mecham's  party  l.  oh.  ism. 
astern,  coming  out  from  the  hummocks.  12.45.  Lunched.  1.  Communi-  m.  loh.  om. 
cated  with  Mr.  Mecham,  the  sledge  going  on.    4.15.  Encamped,  both 

sledges  in  company.  s.s.e.-e.s.e.  3  o.g.m. 


f  Right  extreme  of  Byam  Martin,  E.  by  N. 
L^Rii 


Indistinct. <  Right  extreme  of  Melville  Island,  N.  by  W.  e.  ish.  45m. 

(_Left  extreme  of  Melville  Island,  W.  by  S. 

P.M.  Proceeded  in  company.  Level  floe,  but  soft  snow  on  it;  occasionally  Fiftieth  Journey, 
a  range  of  new  hummocks.  s.e.  5  o.m.s. 

^  Y  2  "  " 
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L.  oh,  20m. 
M.  lOh.  2!jin. 
M.G.  18^'. 
S.K.  5  o.m.s. 
E.  12h.  45m. 

Pifty-first  Journey. 
South,  3  o.d. 

L.  Oh.  20m. 
M.  lOh.  25m. 
M.G.  E.  AN.  20'. 

S.  by  ^Y.  2  d.  +  48°. 
E.  13h.  Cm. 

Eifty-second  Journey. 

S.S.W.  3  cm.  +41°. 
d. 

L.  Oh.  20m. 
M.  9h.  15m. 
M.G.  E.N.B.  15'. 

S.S.W.  3  o.m.d.  +37°. 
E.  1-lh.  40m. 

Eifty-third  Journey. 
"  N.N.AV.  3  c. 


L.  Oh.  20m. 
M.  lOh.  20m. 
M.G.  J3'. 

N.N.W.  3  e.g. 
E.  13h.  20m. 

Eifty-fourth  Journej'. 

W.N.AY.  3-5  e.p!s. 

W.'N.W.  .^-6  q.c.p.s. 

L.  Oh.  20m. 

M.  !0h.  25m. 

M.G.  16'. 
W.N.W.  5  c.g.m. 

E.  13h.  15m. 

Fifty-filth  Journey. 

KN.W.  3  e.  +  36°. 
m. 


N.X.W.  3  m. 

L.  Oh.  20ra. 
M.  2h.  25m. 
M.G.  14'. 
D.  2h.  Cm. 


K.  12h.  45.ni. 

Eifly-sixlh  Journey. 

W.iN.W.  1  f. 

Jy.  Oil.  20m. 

iM.  'Jh.  hrmi. 

M.G.  I'j'. 
W.N.VV.  2  f.  +34°. 

K.  !3h.  55m. 

rifty-»evcnth  .Journey. 
a.S.E.  2  C.V. 


L.  Oil.  aom, 
.M.  loll.  On  , 
M,(J.  W. 


N.X.K,  2  c.  V. 
14b.  Oui. 


IVednesdaij^  2>\st  May  1854. — a.m.  Mostly  young  pressed-up  ice.  Too 
thick  to  see  the  land,  but  steering  W.  by  N.  (compass.)  4.45.  Encamped. 
Heavy  wet  sleet  and  snow. 

P.M.  Heavy  sleet  and  snow  all  day.  5.30.  Proceeded  W.  by  N.  by 
compass.  Fine  drizzle  the  whole  journey,  forming  a  crust  upon  the  snow, 
and  wetting  men's  clothes  through  on  one  side.  Water  felt  inside  the  boots 
for  the  first  time,  the  thaw  having  now  commenced  in  earnest,  and  most 
suddenly.    10.  Passed  Point  Gillman  at  ^  off  the  hummocks. 

Thursday,  \st  June  1854. — 'A.m.  4.15.  Encamped.  No  land  in  sight. 
Sail  set  all  day,  and  steering  west  latterly. 

P.M.  5.15.  Proceeded,  on  a  level  floe,  west  by  compass,  or  E.  ^  N. 
Weather  a  little  clearer.  8.  Came  to  hummocky  ice,  with  a  few  leads 
between. 

Friday,  '2d  June  1854. — a.m.  Rain,  and  very  thick;  all  sludge  on  the  floe 
to-day.  W alker's  and  Miles's  feet  much  blistered  on  the  soles  from  it. 
2.50.  Walker  being  unable  to  keep  at  the  sledge,  encamped.  Bandaged  the 
men's  feet  with  flannel. 

P.M.  5.30.  Made  sail  and  proceeded,  sledges  in  company.  From  lOh.  to 
llh.  very  heavy  hummocks,  with  the  men  sinking  to  their  knees  at  almost 
every  step. 

Saturday,  Sd  June  1854. — a.m.  0.50.  Lunched  2'  south  of  Parry's  Shoal, 
which  has  prevented  pressure  from  the  northward  here,  and  left  a  clear  level 
floe  southward  of  it  for  a  few  miles.  Weather  clearing  up,  but  land  not  seen 
distinctly.    4.10.  Encamped. 

P.M.  Saw  Cape  Cockburn  E.  by  S.,  but  lost  sight  of  it  on  starting,  and 
did  not  regain  it  until  after  encamping.  5.30.  Proceeded  over  rough  heavy 
young  ice,  with  an  occasional  piece  of  good  floe. 

Sunday,  4th  June  1854. — a.m.  The  sledge  under  sail,  and  going  by  being 
steered  ;  only  the  last  three  hours  of  the  march  having  had  pretty  good  floe. 
4.15.  Encamped.  Saw  Cape  Cockburn  E.  by  N.  7'  or  8'.  Each  of  the  last 
three  days  a  flock  of  geese  has  been  seen  flying  westward. 

p.m.  5.30.  Proceeded.  9-At  C.  Cockburn.  Entered  the  level  ice,  &c.,  on 
beach  over  a  heavy  range  of  grounded  hummocks,  and  proceeded  along  it. 

Monday,  5th  June  1854. — a.m.  1.  Lunched.  2.15.  Arrived  at  the  depot. 
Encamped.  Employed  taking  and  stowing  the  12  days'  provisions  left 
for  the  sledges,  and  lifting  the  boat  to  see  for  clothing,  but  did  not  find  it. 
4.30.  Supper.  Saw  very  recent  traces  of  the  dog-sledge,  and  found  Lieut. 
Hamilton's  notice  of  having  been  here  yesterday.  The  flannel  bandages  on 
men's  feet  I  found  to  have  been  very  useful,  they  having  prevented  any 
more  blisters  or  greater  tenderness,  although  they  were  certainly  quite 
tender  enough.  Received  a  communication  from  Lieutenant  Mecham,  by 
which  we  proceed  independently  on  our  route. 

p.m.  4.15.  "  Discovery"  parted  company.  5.  Proceeded  along  the  land, 
following  old  sledge  tracks.    11.  Passed  west  point  of  Auckland  Bay. 

Tuesday,  Qtth  Jtme  1854. — a.m.  3.15.  Encamped  4' from  "Discovery," 
between  Moore  Island  and  the  main.  Extreme  of  Moore  Island,  S.W.  b.  S. 
and  ¥j.  b.  E.  Ice  very  rotten,  with  numerous  pools  and  seal  holes  lor  the 
last  mile. 

I'.M.  5.10.  J'roceeded;  following  tracks  of  sledges.  8.10.  Came  to 
iiicutenant  lliunilton's  tent,  with  dog-sledge,  ike.  Midnight;  a  large  fresh 
ci'iick  crossed,  running  N.I'l.  and  S.W.,  1  to  2  I'eet  wide. 

H^t'dnesday,  "^Ih.June  1854. — a.m.  3.30.  Encamped,  Lieutenants  Mcchum 
iind  Hainih.on  in  coinjKiny.  Tried  the  second  case  of  peminican  (picked  up 
at  the  last  depot)  and  found  both  ('(jually  bad  and  rancid;  causing 
vomiting  and  diarrlKua  in  several  cases,  and  hungry  as  wc  were,  after  this  we 
were  never  able  to  touch  it.  Supplied  Lienteniuit  Hamilton  with  32  lbs.  of 
it  for  his  dogs,  which  proved  a,  great  benefit  to  theiu. 

CoiiipuHH.  Truci. 

IJight  cxtrenK- of  lirown  Island   -    W.  b.  8.     =  E.  b.  S.     ~       |  S 
Lcll  cxtreitK!  (jf  Lowther  Island  -   N.W.  4  N.  ==  S.  b.  E.  \  E. 
Vurial  ion,  I  1  pointH  W. 
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P.M.  5.30.  Proceeded,  following  tracks.    All  level  floe.    Found  the  Fifty-eighth  Joumey. 

thaw  much  checked  to-day,  and  a  top  crust  of  snow  formed  of  1^  inches  in  ^'^ 
thickness,  through  which  your  foot  broke  at  every  step,  rendering  travelling 

very  laborious.  ^  Tuh  om 

Thursday,  8th  June  1854. — a.m.  3.50.  Encamped  ^'  from  "  Discovery."  m!g.  ik™' 

Right  extreme  of  Brown  Island,  E.N.E.  \' ;  right  extreme  of  Somer-  e.n.e.  2  c. +27°. 

ville,  S.E.  E.  14h.  20m. 

P.M.  6.10.  Proceeded,  following  dog-tracks,  E.  b.  S.      S.      10.10.   Six  of  Fifty-ninth  Journey. 

the  crew  being  more  or  less  snow-blind,  and  unable  to  stand  the  heavy  '^'M^4k  omf 
drift  and  snow,  which  now  penetrated  to  the  pupil  of  the  eye,  causing  a        m.g.  6'. 

violent  smarting  pain,  I  encamped.  ''^  D^^eh.  om.*  ^' 

Friday,  Qth  June  1854. — a.m.  Still  snowing  and  drifting  heavily.  sa.m.  4  s. 

E.  llh.  20m. 

P.M.  3.30.  Proceeded  W.  b.  S.  t|  S.  per  compass.    6.14.  Passed  Lieuts.  Sixtieth  joumey. 
Hamilton  and  Meecham's  encampments.    8.  Fog  cleared  off,  saw  both  ^  ^■ 

sledges  a  few  miles  ahead.    Crossed  a  crack  three  or  four  feet  across,  running        l.  oh.  20m. 
northward  from  N.E.  point  of  Griffith  Island.  m  g°i9'^°'°' 

Saturday,  lOth  June  1854. — a.m.  1.  Cape  Martyr,  north,  2'  distant. 
2.  Encamped.    Cape  Martyr,  N.W. ;  Point  Cheyne,  S.S.W;  south  point      North  3  cm. 
of  Cornwallis  Island,  E.  b.  S.  e.  ish.  ism. 

p.m.  3.15.  Proceeded  under  sail ;  a  hard  crust  on  the  snow,  tiresome  to  Sixty-first  Joumey. 
men  running.    5.  In  company  with  "  Discovery."    6.  Ditto,  with  dog-      n.n.w.  5  q.c 
sledge,  and  proceeded  nearly  in  company.    Saw  a  wolf,  w^iich  continued 
dodging  the  sledges  throughout  the  day.    Passing  1'  off  shore  on  level  ice ;         m.  9h."40m. 
a  hummock  being  inside  us,  and  to  seaward. 

Sunday,  11th  June  1854. — a.m.  1.15.  Encamped  1'  westward  of  Dunge- 
ness,  after  a  heavy  day's  work,  and  men  much  fatigued,  although  we 
have  had  but  little  dragging  and  a  level  floe,  but  the  crust  on  the  snow  we  ^°        ^'^  °- 

found  very  trying.  '  uh.  45m. 

P.M.   4.  Proceeded  under  sail.    6.20.  Passed  "Cape  Hotham  Bay"  at  Sixty-second  Joumey. 
li' distance.  7.  Passed  "  Discovery's"  last  encampment.    7-15.  Came  to  a      N.w.  3-5, cq.s. 
crack  10  feet  wide,  running  south-eastward,  partly  covered  with  thick 
sludge  formed  by  the  drifting  snow,  with  a  foot  or  two  of  it  just  opened 
out.    In  attempting  to  run  lightly  over  it,  as  we  had  all  done  with  the  ^ 
other  cracks,  I  had  the  pleasure  of  a  thorough  ducking,  which  detained  us        m.  gh!  40m. 
half  an  hour,  whilst  I  had  the  somewhat  cold  and  unpleasant  task  of 
shifting  everything  on  the  floe.    Crossed  finally,  by  making  a  bridge  of 
our  tent-poles,  and  launching  the  sledge  over  that,  the  men  having  jumped 
from  the  sledge  when  it  was  half  over,  with  the  other  end  held  by  remainder      j;^^  3  5  g 
of  crew.    Sledges  in  sight  ahead.  "  '  ^" 

Monday,  12fh  June  1854. — a.m.  2.30.  Encamped;  Lieutenant  Mecham's        e.  ish.  15m. 
sledge  3'  ahead. 

P.M.  Instead  of  getting  underway  at  our  usual  time  I  waited,  so  as  not  Sixty-third  Journey, 
to  arrive  at  the  ship  in  the  night  time,  until  8.45,  when  we  proceeded  for 
Beechey  Island  under  sail. 

10.  Came  to  the  first  hummocks  we  had  been  among  for  some  days,  but 
had  nothing  bad  until  1  a.m.  ^ 

Tuesday,  13tk  June  1854. — 1.  Found  the  ice  pressed  up  much  more,         m.  sh.  20m. 
and  passages  through  it  very  intricate.   Passed  in  to  the  beach  at  the  N.W.  ^^m. 
end  of  the  Island,  and  at  5.30  arrived  on  board  H.M.  Ship  "North  Star," 
after  an  absence  from  our  ship  of  71  days.    Found  Lieutenant  Mecham 
had  proceeded  ahead  with  the  dogs,  and  arrived  the  day  previous. 

I  am  happy  to  be  able  to  state  that  throughout  the  whole  of  this  trip  the 
men  worked  well  and  heartilj^  and  gave  me  great  satisfaction.  Although 
many  poor  fellows  suffered  severely  from  that  scourge  of  Arctic  travellers, 
snow-blindness,  and  one  very  serious!)'  from  rheumatism  in  chest  and  legs, 
none  would  give  in  until  literally  driven  to  it.  Their  conduct  whilst  on 
board  the  "  Investigator"  deserves  the  greatest  praise. 

Frederick  J.  Krabbe, 
Master  "  Intrepid,"  commanding  Party. 


KW.  3  q.c. 


4  Y3 
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Journal  of  Mr.  Krabbe. 


Number  of  days  outward 
homeward 


Abstract  of 
32 
83 


-  -m 


5i 

'^2 


„  at  "  Investigator" 

Total  number  of  days  absent       -  71 


Whole  days  detained  by  sickness, 
weather,  &ic.    -       -       -       -  4 

Ditto  by  various  small  detentions, 
as  per  margins        _       .       _  4 

Total  detentions  -       -       -       -  8 


Tra/oeU/i/ny. 

Number  of  marcheB  outward  -  30 
Deduct  for  2ilj.  10m.  small  de- 
tentions    -       -       -       -  2 


Number  of  f u  U  m  arches  outward 
Number  of  marches  homeward  33 
Deduct  for  1 9h.  30m .  detentions  2 


Number  of  full  marches  home- 
ward        _       -       _  _ 

Total  number  of  full  marches  - 


28 

31 
59 


Geographical  Miles. 

Statute  Miles. 

Distance  travelled  outward 
-T-28=:Average  of  each  march  outward  - 
Distance  travelled  homeward 

397 
466-5 

14-18 

451-1 
536-9 

16-11 

-H31=r Average  of  each  march  homeward 
Total  distance  travelled       _       .  _ 
-i-5  9= Average  distance  of  each  fall  march 
-T-65'5=::Average  distance  per  number  of  1 
days  out  and  home,  including  all  de-  > 
tentions         -       -       -       -       -  J 

863-5 

15-05 
14-64 
13-18 

987-0 

17-32 
16-73 
15-07 

Total  number  of  hours,  &c.,  marching  - 

-r-63=Average  length  of  each  march  - 

Total  time  lunching  -  _  ~  - 
-J-58=z  Average  time  of  lunch 

Total  time  encamped  -       -       -  - 

-4- Average  time  encamped  -       -  - 

Detained  out  and  home      .       -  - 


Hours.  Min.    Days.  Hrs.  Min. 
572  15 


16  25 
837  20 
136  40 


9  5 

0  17 

13  44 


On.  board  "  Investigator' 
Total  time  absent 


1562    40  =  65 
5 


2 
19 


40 
10 
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List  of  Gaims  built  and  Records  deposited. 
Kecords  of  depots,  chart,  &c.,  and  a  record  from  myself,  as  per  copy  sent,  in  cairn 
in  "  Bay  of  Mercy." 

Cairn  built  on  Cape  Hamilton,  and  printed  record,  witli  notice  of  landing  provisions 
from  ship. 

Printed  record,  and  full  notice  of  state  of  the  "  Investigator,"  at  the  house,  Dealy 
Island. 


Musk  oxen  - 
Hares  - 
Ptarmigan 
Foxes  - 

Musk  oxen  - 

Deer 
Hares  - 

Ptarmigan  - 

Foxes  - 

WolvOH  - 

Boars  - 
Bavens  - 

BurgomaHtors 
Snowy  Owls  - 


List  of  Game  shot  and  seen. 
Shot. 

-  1    Melville  Island. 

-  1  Ditto. 
1 9    Melville  and  Baring  Islands. 

-  2    Baring  Island. 
Seen. 

4    Baring  Island. 
3    M(ilvillo  Inland. 

3  Baring  Island. 

4  One  of  these  on  Melville  Island. 

,  ^  (  10  on  Jiaring  IhIiuuI  jukI  17  on  Melville, 
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Proceedings  of 

Copy  of  Lieutenant  R.  V.  Hamilton's  Proceedings  to  Dealy  Island,     Lieutenant  Vesey  Hamilton, 
8th  May  and  10th  June  1854.   

H.M.  Ship  "North  Star," 
Sir^  Beechey  Island,  14th  June  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  your  orders,  I 
left  H.M.  Ship  "Resolute"  7  p.m.  8th  May.  Till  within  a  mile  and  a  half 
of  By  am  Martin  Island  the  ice  was  very  hummocky,  obliging  us  very 
frequently  to  make  two  trips  with  our  load.  The  misty  state  of  the 
weather  and  northerly  trend  of  the  leads  obliged  me  to  make  the  land  near 
Point  Langley,  where  I  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  11th.  Here  I  left  a 
depot  of  four  days'  provisions  and  aU  our  spare  gear,  in  order  to  lighten  the 
sledge  as  much  as  possible.  A  northerly  gale  detained  me  until  1  a.m.  of 
the  13th.  I  arrived  at  Point  Griffiths  at  4  a.m.  on  the  14th.  I  remained 
here  till  10  p.m.  of  the  15th.  Our  hunting  was  completely  unsuccessful ; 
not  a  track  of  any  animal  was  seen,  and  only  eight  ptarmigan.  At  the 
depot  I  found  about  two  gallons  of  rum,  which  I  conveyed  to  Dealy  Island 
for  the  use  of  the  western  parties,  arriving  there  at  4  p.m.  of  the  18th. 
Our  journey  from  Point  Griffiths  was  made  principally  across  the  land,  and 
although  the  splendid  hunting  grounds  (of  last  year)  about  Skene  Bay  and 
Beverley  Inlet  were  well  examined,  not  a  trace  was  seen ;  twenty-two 
ptarmigan  were,  however,  shot.  Everything  about  the  depot  was  in  good 
order,  as  when  the  ship  left ;  from  the  top  of  the  cairn  I  had  a  good  view 
of  the  surrounding  plains,  but  as  I  could  not  see  a  musk  ox,  I  proceeded 
to  Cape  Bounty,  where  I  was  fortunate  enough  to  shoot  two  musk  oxen 
and  a  few  ptarmigan.  I  remained  here  48  hours  to  rest  and  feed  the  dogs, 
who  had  been  without  food  for  two  days.  The  hunting  grounds  were 
walked  over,  but  only  two  tracks  were  seen  (probably  those  we  had  shot). 
I  finally  left  Dealy  Island  at  5  p.m.  of  21st,  having  left  the  supphes,  &c., 
for  the  western  parties  at  the  house. 

As  our  provisions  were  nearly  expended,  I  took  from  the  depot  8  lbs. 
bread,  4  lbs.  bacon,  and  3  oz.  tea.  I  left  Point  Griffiths  on  24th,  and 
arrived  at  my  depot  on  Byam  Martin  Island  on  27th,  and  left  the  same 
evening.  Two  of  the  dogs  were  now  quite  useless ;  the  work  was  conse- 
quently very  heavy  for  the  other  three,  during  our  passage  across  the 
Austin  Channel.  The  weather  was  also  very  bad ;  for  three  days  we  had 
almost  constant  heavy  drizzle,  and  at  last  the  snow  was  so  saturated  with 
wet,  that  for  the  last  two  days  we  were  frequently  sinking  up  to  our  hips 
in  the  sludge ;  in  this  the  dogs  had  but  little  power,  and  our  progress  was 
very  slow,  generally  about  one  mile  per  hour.  Expecting  to  find  good  ice 
to  the  northward,  I  had  gone  considerably  out  of  the  direct  course,  and 
was  much  disappointed  at  finding  the  hummocks  much  heavier  than  they 
were  farther  south.  With  the  exception  of  this  channel,  the  ice  from 
Dealy  Island  to  Beechey  Island  is  good.  I  arrived  at  the  depot  near  Cape 
Cockburn  at  1 1  a.m.  on  3d  June,  having  for  the  last  four  days  been  without 
any  provisions  but  meat,  of  which  we  fortunately  had  more  than  enough. 
Two  of  the  dogs  had  been  left  behind  during  the  last  march,  one  of 
them  rejoined,  the  other  probably  got  bewildered  and  lost  himself, 
as  we  never  saw  him  again.  I  left  the  depot  at  10  p.m.,  4th  June, 
having  taken  from  it  5lbs.  of  bread,  a  piece  of  pork  from  the  cask,  12ozs. 
of  sugar,  and  6ozs.  of  tea  to  complete  my  provisions  to  eight  days,  as  it 
was  impossible  I  could  have  reached  the  "  North  Star  "  sooner.  Off  Moore 
Island  several  large  holes  of  water  were  seen ;  in  one  of  these  a  bear  had 
apparently  been  bathing;  numerous  tracks  of  these  animals  were  seen,  but 
although  I  was  very  anxious  to  procure  one  for  the  dogs  none  were  seen. 
A  solitary  deer  was  seen  proceeding  from  Moore  Island  to  the  main.  On 
the  following  evening  Lieut.  Mecham  and  Mr.  Krabb6  came  up  with  us, 
and  we  encamped  together  that  exening.  Lieut.  Mecham  being  very 
anxious  to  send  you  the  intelligence  of  the  "Enterprise"  as  quickly  as 
)  possible,  supplied  me  with  pemmican  for  the  dogs,  and  also  lightened  my 
^  load;  finding  however  that  I  could  not  keep  sufficiently  ahead  to  get  much 
j  before  him,  we  proceeded  in  company  till  the  last  march,  when  he  pushed 
I  on  with  the  dogs,  and  I  arrived  on  board  this  ship  with  the  man  sledge  at 
I  noon  of  the  12th. 

4  Y  4 
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Proceedings  of  Four  bcars  were  seen  during  my  journey,  and  none  of  these  came  within 

Lieutenant  vesey  Hamilton,  ^j^^^  .  and  notwithstanding  my  local  knowledge  of  the  hunting  grounds  of 
Melville  Island,  and  the  time  I  was  enabled  to  devote  to  shooting,  not  more 
than  300  pounds  of  meat  was  procured,  and  I  should  have  found  great 
difficulty  in  supporting  my  small  party  of  one  man  and  five  dogs,  on  the 
much  talked-of  resources  of  the  country. 

I  have,  &c. 

Captain  H.  Kellett,  C.B.,  (Signed)       R.  V.  Hamilton,  Lieut. 

H.M.S.  "Resolute." 


No.  17. 

Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Express,"  detached  from 
H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  between  the  4th  March  and  12th  April  1854, 
under  the  Command  of  R.  V.  Hamilton,  Lieutenant. 


Lieutenant  R.  V,  Hamilton  to  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  H.M.S.  "  Resolute." 

H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  Cape  Cockburn,  N.E.  by  N.  28  miles, 
Sir,  April  20tli,  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  forward  to  you  the  Journal  of  my  proceedings 
while  detached  from  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  for  the  purpose  of  communi- 
cating with  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knt.,  C.B.,  and  the  "  North  Star." 
It  is  a  source  of  great  gratification  to  me  to  be  able  to  recommend  to  your 
favourable  notice  the  conduct  of  all  under  my  orders.  Notwithstanding 
the  severity  of  the  weather,  and  the  hardships  necessarily  attendant  on 
travelling  at  so  early  a  period  and  in  so  low  a  temperature,  the  men  were 
always  cheerful,  ready  and  willing  for  any  work  required  of  them,  Mr.  Court 
and  his  crew  (of  whom  he  speaks  in  the  highest  terms)  deserve  great  credit 
for  their  constant  perseverance  in  travelling  against  the  heavy  head  gales 
they  encountered  between  the  13th  and  22d  of  March,  in  which  they  were 
all  severely  frost-bitten. 

Much  as  I  regretted  the  loss  of  the  services  and  experience  with  the  dogs 
of  my  old  fellow-traveller,  Mr.  Roche,  his  place  was  well  supplied  by 
Mr.  Nares,  whose  cheerful  example  and  exertions  at  the  drag-rope  entitle 
him  to  your  approbation.  I  cannot  sufficiently  express  my  admiration  at 
the  fortitude  displayed  by  Mr.  Roche  when  he  was  so  unfortunately  (and  as  we 
all  imagined  at  the  time,  severely )  wounded,  and  at  the  manner  in  which  he 
kept  up  his  spirits  during  our  return  to  the  ship,  notwithstanding  the  severe 
jolting  he  experienced  while  crossing  the  different  ranges  of  hummocks.  On 
my  return  from  H.M.  Ship  "  Assistance,"  I  was  much  pleased  to  find  he  was 
so  rapidly  recovering. 

For  all  details  connected  with  the  journey  I  must  refer  you  to  my 
journal.  I  have,  &c., 

R.  Vesey  Hamilton, 
Lieutenant  commanding  Spring  Parties. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedinos  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Express,"  from  4th  March 

till  12th  April  1  H.')4. 

Saturday/,  Ath  March.. — Started  at  8  a.m.,  acc'ompanicd  by  H.M.  Sledge 
"Union  "'in  diargc  of  Mr.  C^ourt,  (Acting  Master,  late  H.M.  Ship 
"  Investigator,")  and  assistxul  by  faligue  ]);irties  from  \\\v  shi])s  for  four  or  five 
milcH.  I  hiving  given  Mr.  Court  orders  lo  |)rocee(l  direct  for  (Jarett  Island 
iC  the  state  of  the  ic(;  would  allow  him,  I  shorlly  after  leaving  parted 
company  (Vom  him,  intending  in  pin  suimce  of  yonr  orders  to  make  the  land 
ahoni,  Moore;  Island.  We  camped  that  evening  about  \(\'  from  the  ship; 
Hhortly  iK'lbre,  in  passing  (hrough  a  range  of  hummocks,  one  of  the  runners 
of  the  sledge  was  broken. 

Sinuhrij,  Ulli  Mdvrli.  —Having  despatclied  Mr.  Roche  with  one  man  and 
tin*  dog  to  the  ship  i'or  another  sledge,  I  walked  on  for  Home  miles  to  ascertain 
the  Htat.(r  oC  <hc  ice,  and  to  pick  out  as  good  a,  road  as  could  possibly  he 
found  amongst  heavy  hunmiocks,  which  in  many  |)laces  wen-  piled  up  m 


T«!n>p. 
Max.  -30. 
Mean  —  3A. 
MIn.  -41. 
Culm  b,c. 
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huge  masses  to  a  height  of  20  and  30  feet.    A  recent  bear  track  was  the  only  Temp, 
sign  of  animal  life.  Max.  -  34.  "* 

Monday,  6th  March. — In  the  forenoon,  Bidgood  and  mj^self  commenced  mT~4i.^' 
carrying  our  gear  on.    Mr.  Roche  arrived  at  1 1  a.m.,  the  sledge  was  packed  Caim  o.b. 
and  we  were  ready  to  proceed,  when  Mr.  Roche's  gun  unfortunately  went 
off  by  accident  and  shot  him  through  the  thigh.  The  sledge  was  immediately 
unloaded,  and  having  bandaged  the  wound  and  applied  what  temporary 
remedies  we  could  in  a  temperature  34'  below  zero,  ( both  of  us  being  frost- 
bitten  in  the  hands  while  so  doing,)  he  was  placed  on  the  sledge,  wrapped  Max.  -  26. 
up  in  bags  and  ropes  and  conveyed  immediately  to  the  ship,  where  we  ^g^'^I^Jg'^* 
arrived  at  4  p.m.,  and  my  anxiety  for  his  safety  was  greatly  relieved  by  the  caimo.b.c' 
favourable  nature  of  the  medical  report. 

Tuesday,  ']th  March. — Started  at  10  a.m.,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Nares  ^^^^ 
instead  of  Roche  ;  our  dogs  were  reduced  from  nine  to  seven,  in  consequence  Max.  -  22. 
of  two  of  them  having  run  away  after  a  fit,  increasing  our  weights  from  ^^Z^o  "^' 
77  to  100  lbs.  a  dog.    We  camped  for  the  night  at  the  position  to  which  we  Caim  b.c. 
had  yesterday  forenoon  carried  part  of  our  gear. 

Wednesday,  Sth  March. — The  hummocks  for  the  first  two  miles  of  our 
march  were  so  heavy  that  we  were  obliged  to  carry  half  our  load  at  a  time, 
and  then  return  for  the  other.    For  the  remainder  of  the  march  we  made 
but  slow  progress,  three  of  us  being  constantly  at  the  sledge  to  assist  the 
dogs,  who  have  but  little  power  amongst  hummocks ;  the  weather  was  Max!°^'i3. 
also  so  thick  that  we  had  great  difficulty  in  choosing  anything  in  the  shape  ^f^°  -^^o. 
of  a  path.    After  a  hard  day's  work  we  camped  about  6'  or  7'  to  the  caimtm.' 
S.W.-ward  of  Cape  Cockburn. 

Thursday,  Qth  March. — The  day  was  fine,  and  having  good  ice  we  made  j^j^^^^gg 
fair  progress,  after  making  a  double  trip  over  the  land  hummocks  (which  Mean -32-6. 
are  in  many  places  pressed  up  to  a  height  of  60  feet).    Camped  about  y^^gY^^^ 
5'  or  6'  to  the  E.-ward  of  the  Cape.  ^' 

Friday,  10th  March. — Having  another  fine  day  and  hard  snow  to  travel 
over,   we  made  about  18',  camping  in  Acland  Bay.    The  dogs  are  ^^^^ 
frequently  attacked  with  severe  fits,  which  occasionally  last  some  time  and  Max.  -32. 
materially  retard  us  (these  fits  lasted  until  our  arrival  at  the  "  North  Star,"  ^^^^S^o^  '^' 
but  on  our  return  none  of  the  dogs  suffered  from  them,  which  I  attribute  caim  o.  b.c. 
to  the  good  supply  of  bears'  flesh  at  that  ship). 

Saturday,  llth  March. — Left  a  record  at  Point  Frazer  containing  infor- 
mation of  the  position  of  the  "  Resolute  "  and  "  Intrepid,"  &c.  Passed  a 
very  recent  sledge  track  proceeding  to  the  E.-ward,  and  shortly  after  saw 
a  tent  pitched.  On  arriving  at  it,  found  that  it  was  Mr.  Court's  party,  who  * 
had  pitched  at  10  a.m.,  having  had  a  strong  breeze  and  thick  weather,  which 
with  the  lowness  of  the  temperature  ( —  40°)  compelled  them  to  camp,  while 


our  party  although  only  5'  or  6'  off,  had  fine  weather  till  we  opened  out  M^^'^t 


36. 


M'Dougall  Bay,  when  we  had  the  wind  very  cold  and  sharp  from  the  Mean  -40  3. 
N.N.E.    I  therefore  camped  close  to  them.  Barker  Island  being  about  4'  to  nniTw  be 
theE.N.E.  •••>.• 

Sunday,  \2th  March. — Up  to  this  period  the  weather  although  very  cold 


had  been  fine,  but  to-day  a  strong  N.-easterly  wind  accompanied  by  drift  Max!™?3 
made  our  march  a  very  cold  one.   We,  however,  having  a  good  road,  made  ^^^^'^,744 
24'  or  25',  and  camped  about  8'  or  9'  west  of  Brown  Island ;  the  pace  we  N.-Eiy.  5, 7,  b.c. 
were  proceeding  at  soon  distanced  the  man  sledge. 

Monday,  12>th  March. — We  encountered  a  short  range  of  very  heavy 
hummocks  off  N.E.  Point  of  Brown  Island  which  gave  us  two  hours  hard 
work,  and  fatigued  the  dogs  so  much  that  after  a  short  march  we  camped 
about  5'  or  6'  beyond  the  island. 

For  some  nights,  getting  into  our  bags  had  been  a  work  of  time  and 
labour,  owing  to  the  vapour  from  the  body  freezing  between  the  bag  and 
brown  holland  cover.  On  stripping  the  latter  off,  a  layer  of  ice  an  eighth  of 
an  inch  thick  was  found  on  the  bag,  which  of  course  had  to  be  thawed 
every  night;  after  beating  and  scraping  this  off,  our  sleeping  was  much  drier  Max.  -  34.  - 
than  formerly,  and  less  difficulty  was  found  in  getting  into  the  bags.  I 
afterwards  found  that  the  crew  of  the  "  Union"  had  adopted  the  same  plan,  vwe  10. 
and  with  the  same  result.  -^i' 
Tuesday,  l^th  March. — Having  a  heavy  gale  right  ahead  (E.S.E.)     f# " 
accompanied  by  a  very  heavy  drift,  we  only  succeeded  in  arriving  at  Cape  M 

HI.  4  z  ■m 
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Temp. 
Max.  —29. 
Mean  —33-1. 
Min.  -43. 
E.S.E.  7,  9,  o.q.z. 

Temp. 
Max.  —22. 
Mean  —25. 
Min.  —30. 
E.S.E.  5,  8,  oq.  .z. 


Temp. 
Max.  - 17. 
Mean  —21. 
Min.  —25. 
E.S.E.  4,  9,  o.m.q.r. 

Temp. 
Max.  — 18. 
Mean  —23-9. 
Min.  — 27. 
E  S.E.  4,  9,  o.m.q.r. 


Temp. 
Max.  —27. 
Mean  -29-8. 
Min.  -34. 
N.Ely.  5,  7,  b.c.z.q. 


'JVtii|i. 
Max.  27. 
Mi;aii  ~:il-7. 
Mill.  -ni,. 
Nortli-ly.  4,  ID, 


Martyr,  where  we  pitched  for  the  night ;  all  our  sleeping  gear,  having  been 
completely  covered  with  drift  during  the  rnarcl),  became  damper  than  was 
agreeable  during  the  night.  A  bear  (the  only  one  during  the  journey) 
was  seen  in  the  forenoon,  but  would  not  allow  us  to  get  near  enough  to 
have  a  shot  at  him. 

IVednesday,  I5th  March. — The  gale  still  continuing,  raised  so  much 
drift  that  the  dogs  could  not  have  faced  it,  obliging  us  to  endure  the 
miseries  of  a  protracted  confinement  in  so  small  a  space. 

Thursday^  iQth  March. — The  gale  having  lulled  in  the  morning,  I  com- 
municated with  Mr.  Court,  who  had  pitched  on  the  previous  evening  about 
2'  astern  of  us.  Shortly  after  starting  the  gale  again  set  in  with  increased 
violence ;  in  the  squalls  we  scarcely  moved,  and  as  we  were  obhged  to  travel 
along  the  shore,  the  drift  almost  blinded  both  ourselves  and  the  dogs.  We 
however  succeeded  in  reaching  the  depot  at  Assistance  Bay,  from  which  I 
took  20  lbs.  of  preserved  meat  to  replace  some  pemmican  left  behind  by 
accident.  The  bears  had  been  rolling  the  casks  about ;  a  potato  case 
containing  sugar  was  the  only  thing  they  had  succeeded  in  opening. 
Mr.  Court  having  expended  his  provisions,  on  his  arrival  at  the  depot, 
completed  to  four  days  of  everything,  excepting  bacon. 

Friday,  17th  March. — -The  gale  lulled  slightly  during  the  early  part  of 
the  morning,  and  induced  me  to  start,  but  it  was  only  the  temporary  lull 
that  precedes  the  fury  of  a  gale,  and  we  were  soon  compelled  to  pitch  and 
endure  another  protracted  confinement. 

Saturday,  I8th  March. — The  wind  shifted  to  the  N.E.  and  somewhat 
abated  its  violence,  and  we  again  started.  I  left  a  cylinder  at  the  boat 
near  Cape  Hotham,  which  does  not  appear  to  have  been  disturbed  by  the 
bears  this  winter.  In  Wellington  Channel  we  found  the  wind  blowing 
from  the  northward,  which  raising  a  heavy  drift,  rendered  the  work  very 
fatiguing  to  the  dogs,  who  lost  no  opportunity  of  shoving  their  snow- 
covered  noses  between  the  legs  of  the  person  ahead  as  a  protection  from 
it — frequently  disturbing  his  equilibrium  considerably. 

We  pitched  8'  or  9'  to  the  eastward  of  Barlow  Inlet,  having,  considering 
the  weather,  made  a  very  fair  march  (about  19'  or  20'). 

Sunday,  IQth  March. — The  morning  being  fine  we  made  an  early  start,  but 
as  usual,  as  the  day  advanced,  the  wind  and  drift  increased.  Anticipating 
a  heavy  pressure  off  the  southward  of  Beechey  Island,  I  kept  well  to  the 
northward,  intending  to  go  in  through  Union  Bay.  Till  within  10'  of  the 
island  the  road  was  very  good  ;  it  then  became  hummocky,  and  was  at  last  so 
bad  that  three  of  us  at  the  sledge  in  addition  to  the  dogs  could  scarcely  (light 
as  it  was)  get  it  through  the  hummocks,  and  we  were  obliged  to  push  into  the 
nearest  land  (Cape  Spencer).  The  dogs  were  so  exhausted  that  they  fre- 
quently laid  down,  and  it  was  only  by  a  vigorous  application  of  the  whip  that 
we  could  get  them  along.  They,  however,  no  sooner  crossed  the  ridge  of 
the  island  and  saw  the  "  North  Star,"  than  they  started  off,  keeping  us  at  a 
rapid  walk.  We  arrived  on  board  the  "  North  Star  "  at  5  p.m.,  much  to 
our  gratification,  as  our  sleeping  gear  was  frozen  so  hard,  and  iiad  accuniulatcd 
so  great  a  (quantity  of  drift  during  the  inarch,  that  even  another  night  in  so 
heavy  a  gale  as  was  now  blowing  and  at  so  low  a  temperature  (  —  30")  would 
have  been  very  unpleasant,  liidgood,  wlio  had  left  the  "  Resolute"  with  a 
nasty  cough,  was  so  l)ad  during  the  last  lew  (hiys  that  1  had  been  ratlier 
anxious  about  liini.  'I'he  rest  of  us,  notwithstaiuling  the  severe  weather  wc 
had  encountered,  were,  with  tlic  (ixception  of  being  severely  frost-bitten  in 
the  face  and  sh'ghtiy  in  the  hands,  much  better  for  our  trij). 

I*'in(h'ng  that  II.  M.S.  "Assistance"  liad  wintered  56' to  the  northward 
ol'  \U-vr\u  y  Island,  near  Cape  ( )sb()rn,  and  that  ( 'onvmanders  Richards  and 
I'liHen  liad  left  the  "  Noi  tli  Star,  the  Ibrnier  on  the  l6lli  of  March,  bound 
for  A Hsi stance  Ray,  ( lape  ('ockbiu'ii,  and  Dealy  Island,  the  latter  on  the 
I  Mth  for  ( 'apes  1  lothani  and  Ruiniy,  and  Leo|)()ld  I  larhour ;  and  as,  from 
ihe  jia,tiM('  of  Ihc  ice,  round  Cape;  llotliani,  it  was  cxtriMiu-ly  ])ro|)a])le  that 
( /onunaiKU'r  H  ichards  wouhl  not  call  at  the  boat,  and  Mr.  Court,  by  Ibiiowiiig 
Miy  tracks,  would  |)ass  iiim  ;  I  decided,  aCtcr  giving  my  dogs  two  days' 
rest  (whi<'h  iJiey  very  much  re(piire(l ),  to  proceed  after  (Jonnnaiider 
IJichiirdH,  and  by  overtaking  him  before  his  arrival  at  Cape  Cockburn,  and 
inloi iiiitig  liini  of  the  position  ol'  II.M.  Ship  "Resolute,"  save  him  an 
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unnecessary  journey  to  Dealy  Island.    I  left  oraers  for  Mr.  Court  on  his         Proceedings  of 
arrival  to  transfer _  charge  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Union  "  to  Mr.  Nares,  who   ^'^^te"^-^*  ;^ey  Hamilton, 
was,  as  soon  as  his  men  were  sufficiently  recruited,  to  proceed  with  all 
despatch  to  H.M.  Ship  "  Assistance,"  and  deliver  to  Captain  Sir  Edward 
Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B.,  the  despatches  of  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  and  also  a  letter 
informing  him  of  my  proceedings. 

Wednesday,  22d  March.^l  left  H.M.S.  "North  Star"  at  10  p.m.,  Temp, 
assisted  by  a  couple  of  hands  from  her.  About  two  hours  after  I  met  Mr.  Mean 
Court,  who  had  communicated  with  all  the  western  division,  and  given  -3*. 
Commander  Richards  all  information  requisite  to  enable  him  to  find 
H.M.S.  "  Resolute."  I,  therefore,  returned  to  the  "  North  Star," 
intending  on  the  following  day  to  proceed  myself  to  H.M.S. 
"  Assistance,"  leaving  Mr.  Nares  to  return  to  the  "  Resolute  "  with  the 
man  sledge,  and  deliver  to  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  my  letter  of 
proceedings.  Mr.  Court's  crew,  like  ourselves,  had  suifered  severely  from 
frost  bites  in  the  face  and  hands,  and  were  pulled  down  by  exposure  to  the 
severe  cold  we  have  experienced.  Otherwise,  with  the  exception  of 
Thomas  Wilson,  they  were  quite  well.  He  was  frost-bitten  and  chafed  in 
the  heel,  and  was  obliged  to  remain  behind  when  the  sledges  left,  as  was 
also  E.  Bidgood,  whose  cough  was  rather  troublesome  to  him.  A  heavy 
gale  of  wind  from  the  N.W.  rose  that  night,  and  continued  with  occasional 
lulls  (in  which  I  made  two  unsuccessful  attempts  to  start)  till  the  morning 
of  the  29th. 

Wednesday,  'i^th  March. — ^Messrs.  Grove,  Pym,  and  Nares  left  at  9-45  Temp. 
A.M.,  bound  for  the  westward.    I  left  at  10  a.m.,  with  seven  dogs  and  one  Mean -17". 
man.    The  dogs  are  so  much  improved  by  the  abundant  supply  of  bears' 
meat  and  good  rest  that  they  have  enjoyed,  that,  with  one  hand  on  the  ^ 
sledge,  the  other  who  is  ahead  is  obliged  to  run  to  keep  ahead  of  them. 
Camped  at  6  p.m.  off  the  north  point  of  Griffin  Bay,  having  made  about 
32  (G.  miles). 

Thursday,  BOth  March. — Started  early,  and  after  a  bitterly  cold  march  jj^®™^- 
arrived  on  board  H.M.  Ship  "  Assistance  "  at  noon,  where  I  delivered  to  Mean - 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B.,  the  despatches  and  letters  with  which  I  had       -  ^ 
been  intrusted.  "  ^'  "  "  * 

Monday,  Sd  April. — Received  orders  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B.,  M^^'^ig. 
to  proceed  with  all  despatch  to  H.M.  Ships  "  North  Star  "  and  "  Resolute,"  Mean  -26. 
and  deliver  to  Mr.  Pullen,  commanding  officer  of  the  former  vessel,  Northerly  1  o. 
two  letters,  and  to  Captain  Kellett,  C.B.,  despatches  and  letters.  I, 
therefore,  left  H.M.  Ship  "  Assistance"  at  9-15  a.m.    At  2  p.m.  I  met 
Lieutenant  Cheyne  proceeding  to  H.M.  Ship  "  Assistance,  and  delivered 
to  him  orders  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher,   Kt.,  C.B.,  to  return  to  the 
"  North  Star,"  and  there  complete  to  40  days'  provisions,  after  which  he 
was  to  proceed  to  Cape  Cockburn,  and  await  there  orders  from  Captain 
Kellett,  C.B, 

Tuesday,  Ath  April. — Meeting  Mr.  Jenkins  (mate)  on  his  way  to  the  mS'^'is. 
"Assistance,"  off  Cape  Spencer,  in  pursuance  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  Mean -19. 
orders  I  directed  him  to  return  to  the  "  North  Star,"  arriving  myself  on  Simb.c.^' 
board  that  ship  at  10  a.m.,  and  delivering  to  Mr.  Pullen  the  letters  from 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Kt.,  C.B.    In  comphance  with  my  orders  I  there 
copied  two  memoranda  to  be  delivered  to  Captain  Kellett,  and  received 
copies  of  them  to  be  delivered  to  Commander  Richards. 

Wednesday,  5th  April. — Having  received  200lbs.  of  bears'  flesh  for  the  j^^^^™Pg 
use  of  the  dogs,  I  left  the  "  North^  Star  "  at  10  a.m.    Shortly  afterwards  Mean  -12. 
a  heavy  gale  from  the  S.W.  arose,  and  greatly  impeded  our  progress.    At  g^j~5®g  ^ 
3  p.m.'  I  met  Messrs.  Grove  and  Pym  returning  from  Assistance  Bay.   "   ^'  ' 
They  had  just  shot  a  bear  ;  I,  therefore,  camped  with  them,  and  gave  the 
dogs  a  good  feed.    This  was  a  favourable  opportunity,  of  which  they  did 
not  fail  to  avail  themselves. 

Thursday,  &h  April. — Started  at  7-30  a.m.    The  violence  of  the  gale  Max!™?6. 
had  abated,  but  till  the  afternoon  it  blew  hard,  accompanied  as  usual  by 
a  heavy  drift,  when  it  cleared  up,  and  the  evening  was  very  fine.    I  met  s.w.  -7.1.  b.cq.r. 
Mr.  Herbert  (mate)  returning  from  Cape  Bunny,    Camped  at  3.30  p.m. 
off  Assistance  Bay. 
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Temp. 
Max.  -15. 
Mean  — 19. 
Min.  -31. 
Calm.  b. 

Temp. 
Max.  -16. 
Mean  —24. 
Min.  —32. 
N.E.  1  3,  b.o. 


Temp. 
Max.  -10. 
Mean  —  1 5. 
Min.  —26. 
Calm.  o.m. 


Temp. 
Max.  —6. 
Mean  —11. 
Min.  -18. 
Calm.  b.c. 


Temp. 
Max.  —6. 
Mean  —12. 
Min.  -20. 
Westerly,  1.  m. 


Friday,  7tk  AjrrlL — Started  at  6  a.m.  Having  a  very  good  floe  our 
progress  was  rapid,  and  we  camped  at  2  p.m.,  about  10'  from  Brown  Island. 
The  best  floe  I  found  was  about  mid-channel,  between  Cornwallis  and 
Griffiths'  Islands. 

Saturday,  'dth  April. — Started  at  4  a.m.,  passing  to  the  westward  of 
Brown  Island  about  7.30.  A  sharp  breeze  from  the  N.E.  was  not  pleasant, 
but  having  a  good  floe  and  clear  weather  we  made  a  good  march.  A  bear 
was  seen  to  leeward,  but  no  sooner  did  he  smell  the  dogs  than  he  galloped 
off  at  a  pace  that  rendered  all  hopes  of  procuring  him  vain.  Pitched 
shortly  after  noon,  about  half  way  between  Brown  and  Moore  Islands. 

Sunday,  Qth  April. — The  weather  was  thick,  and  we  were  obliged  to 
steer  our  course  by  the  sastrugos,  which  were  fortunately  very  regular. 
Started  at  4  a.m.,  and  pitched  at  11.30  a.m.  off  Moore  Island  to  await 
the  return  of  the  dogs,  having  slipped  them  in  chase  of  a  bear.  They 
were,  however,  unsuccessful,  and  returned  rather  fatigued  after  a  couple  of 
hours'  run. 

Monday,  lOth  April. — Started  at  3  a.m.,  in  a  fog  so  thick  that  we  were 
obliged  to  keep  close  along  the  land.  Arrived  at  the  depot  at  10  a.m., 
where  I  found  a  notice  from  Mr.  Nares  dated  April  8th.  I  left  here  a 
bag  of  bears'  meat  ( lOOlbs.)  The  snow  across  the  plain  was  very  soft  and 
deep,  and  our  progress  was  slow.  Pitched  at  12.30  p.m.,  about  2'  to  the 
eastward  of  Cape  Cockburn,  on  the  smooth  floe  outside  the  grounded 
hummocks. 

Tuesday,  Wth  April. — Started  at  4  a.m.,  and  arrived  on  board  H.M.  Ship 
"  Resolute  "  at  1.30  p.m.,  having  passed  on  my  road  Mr,  Nares,  and  met 
the  parties  under  Lieutenants  Haswell  and  Pim.  I  delivered  to  Captain 
Kellett  and  Commander  Richards  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  despatches  and 
orders,  &c.    This  last  march  was  34  g.m.,  or  40  English  miles. 


Names  of  Sledges'  Crews. 
H.M.  Sledge  "  Express." 

Mr.  Nares. 

Emanuel  Bidgood,  A.B. 

Alexander  Thompson,  A.B.,  and  seven  dogs. 

H.M.  Sledge  "Union." 
Mr.  Court,  Officer  commanding. 
Robert  Hoile,  Sailmaker,  Captain  Sledge. 
Joseph  Parr,  Gunner's  Mate. 
Thomas  Wilson,  Sailmaker 's  Mate. 
William  Griffiths,  A.B. 
John  Halloran,  A.B. 
William  Hannon,  P.  Marine. 
John  Gibson,  Carpenter's  Mate. 


Abstract  of  Distances. 


])ate. 

From 

To 

I)  ist. 

No. 
Marches 

Average 

Dist. 
per  March. 

Miircli    7Ui  to  IfXJi 

North  Star 

174 

H) 

17-4' 

„       29tli  and  .'iOlli 

Noi-th  SUu- 

Assistance 

H 

32-0 

April  .'id  (ill  11  Ih 

Assintaiico 

Rcsoliito 

Hi 

27  1 

Total  diHtanco  geographical  inilos,  4(50 
„          Engli.sh  dil.Lo      -  r>2() 

Lieutenant  R.  V.  JIamii/ion  to  ('nptain  II.  Kki-lktt,  C.B.,  H.M.  Ship 

"  Resolute." 

II.M.  Ship  "  North  Star," 
Sir,  hccchoy  Island,  2;;d  MiutIi  1854. 

I  iiAvi';  tlu;  lionoiir  to  inlbiin  you  of  niy  arrival  on  board  this  ship 
oj)  (  Veiling  of  the  l!)t)i,  Imving  been  I'iJ,  diiyH  Irom  II.M.  Ship 
"  ]{(  S()hite",  two  of  wliieli  were  Hpent  in  llu^  tent,  owing  to  the  bad  weiiihcr 
we  eiicoMiitered.  I'"in(ling  that  Coinniunder  Uicluuds  had  lell  this  I'or 
Melville  IhIuikI  on  the  morning  ol"  the  Kith,  with  vi'iy  heavily  laden  sledges, 
and  UH  Irom  the  nature  ol'  the  iee  iiiHhorc  round  Cape  llothuni  it  was 
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probable  that  he  would  pass  outside  the  Boat  Depot,  where  I  had  left  a  Proceedings  of 
cjhnder,  I  determined,  after  giving  the  dogs  two  days' rest  (which  they  Lieutenant  vesey h 
much  required  after  the  severe  labour  they  had  undergone),  to  leave  this 
with  a  light  sledge,  and  by  overtaking  Commander  Richards  before  his 
arrival  at  Cape  Cockburn,  and  informing  him  of  the  position  of  H.M.  Ship 
"  Resolute,"  save  him  an  unnecessary  journey  to  Melville  Island.  With 
this  intention  I  left  on  the  morning  of  the  22d,  but  fortunately  met 
Mr.  Court  soon  after  my  departure.  He  had  communicated  with  Com- 
manders Richards  and  Pullen  on  the  previous  day,  and  as  Commander 
Richards  had  a  dog  sledge  to  proceed  with  to  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  I 
returned  to  this  ship,  intending  to  leave  to-day  with  your  despatches  for 
Sir  Edward  Belcher,  on  which  service  I  had  previously  ordered  Mr.  Nares 
to  proceed  as  soon  after  the  arrival  of  H.M.  Sledge  "  Union"  as  practicable. 
A  gale  from  the  northward,  and  a  temperature  of  21°  has  detained  me 
to-day,  and  I  am  now  only  awaiting  a  favourable  change  to  proceed.  On 
our  outward  journey  I  was  obliged  to  take  twenty  pounds  of  preserved 
meats  from  the  depot  at  Assistance  Bay.  Mr.  Court  having  been  detained 
by  the  constant  bad  weather  we  have  experienced  since  the  11th,  only 
arrived  here  yesterday,  having  been  obliged  also  to  take  four  days'  provisions 
(bacon  excepted)  from  the  depot.  I  have  now  much  pleasure  in  expressing 
my  satisfaction  with  the  conduct  of  the  parties  under  my  orders,  Mr. 
Court  having  spoken  highly  of  his  sledge's  crew.  Emanuel  Bidgood  and 
Thomas  Wilson  (A.B.'s)  are  in  the  list,  the  former  with  a  cough,  the  latter 
with  a  chafed  heel.  I  shall  proceed  with  Thompson  only,  but  as  I  must 
return  to  this  ship  from  H.M.  Ship  "Assistance,"  for  dogs'  meat,  I  shall 
take  Bidgood  back  if  he  is  well  enough. 

I  have,  &c. 

R.  Vesey  Hamilton, 
Lieut.  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  in  charge  of  Sledge  party. 


G.  S.  Nares  to  Henry  Kellett,  Esq.,  C.B. 

H.M.S. «  Resolute,"  Cape  Cockburn,  N.E.  by  N. 
Sir,  27  miles.  17th  April  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you,  that  in  compliance  with  your  orders 
I  left  this  ship  on  March  7th,  in  company  with  Lieutenant  Hamilton,  and 
arrived  on  board  H.M.S.  "  North  Star"  at  Beechey  Island,  on  Sunday, 
March  19th. 

In  pursuance  of  orders  received  from  Lieutenant  Hamilton  I  left  Beechey 
Island  on  the  29th  with  a  sledge  manned  by  six  men,  one  man  from 
Mr.  Court's  party  being  left  on  board  "  North  Star,"  in  consequence  of 
having  chafed  his  ankle  on  the  passage  down. 

Being  short  of  fuel  at  Cape  Cockburn,  I  burnt  one  of  the  preserved  meat 
cases  left  in  depot,  burying  the  tins  carefully,  and  leaving  a  notice  of  the 
same. 

On  April  11  th  I  met  the  two  sledges  under  the  command  of  Lieutenant 
Haswell,  about  15  miles  from  this  ship;  one  sledge  had  broken  in  two 
places,  but  was  made  perfectly  good  before  I  left  him.  In  the  evening  I 
met  the  party  under  Lieutenant  Pim  about  eight  miles  from  this  ship,  and  I 
arrived  on  board  H.M.S.  "Resolute"  April  12th,  the  party  all  in  good 
health. 

I  have,  &c., 

George  S.  Nares,  Mate. 


Lieutenant  W.  H.  Haswell,  in  command  of  Sledge  Party, 
to  Captain  Kellett,  C.B. 

H.M.S.  "North  Star,"  Beechey  Island, 
Sir,  31st  July  3854. 

In  compliance  with  your  order  I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that 
on  Friday,  7th  of  April,  having  been  ordered  by  you  to  be  ready  to  proceed 
on  Monday,  10th  instant,  with  my  division  of  H.M.S.  "  Investigator's"  men  : 
consisting  of  Mr.  Pain  (purser),  Mr.  Ford  (carpenter),  and  20  men,  in  all 
23  persons  : 
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Proceedings  of  The  resourccs  of  the  ship  allowed  me  two  sledges,  a  dockyard-made  ten- 

eutenan^asweii.  sledge,  and  one  of  the  "  Investigator's"  eight-man  sledges,  which  had 

been  repaired  on  board  "  Resolute.'' 

My  equipment  consisted  of  two  "  Investigator's"  eight-men  tents,  enlarged 
with  a  cloth  of  light  canvass,  and  eight  pikes  ;  one  pickaxe,  two  shovels, 
two  sails,  sheers,  &c.,  complete ;  two  mackintosh  cloths,  a  robe  and  coverlet 
for  each  tent ;  one  ten-men  cooking  apparatus  for  my  tent ;  one  eight-man 
cooking  apparatus,  made  on  board  H.M.S.  "  Intrepid,"  with  a  small  five- 
pint  kettle  and  stand  for  Mr.  Pains  tent.  The  men  taking  their  own 
blanket  bags. 

Having  completed  and  packed  my  sledges,  we  left  on  Monday,  1 0th  April, 
at  1.15  P.M.,  provisioned  for  1.5  days,  my  weights  being  180  lbs.  per  man. 

We  proceeded  until  7-30  p.m.  I  found  it  necessary  to  tent  in  consequence 
of  Henry  May  (quarter-master),  an  old  man,  failing.  He  continued  weak, 
and  was  unable  to  drag  during  the  journey.  On  the  11th,  half  an  hour 
after  starting,  my  "  Investigator"  sledge  gave  way,  the  port  runner  breaking 
in  two  in  the  centre  ;  hoAvever  we  quickly  repaired  the  damage  (Mr.  Ford, 
the  carpenter,  being  with  us),  and  in  three-quarters  of  an  hour  were  under 
way  again. 

Wednesday  12th.-— A  gale  of  wind  prevented  our  travelling;  being  amongst 
heavy  ice,  a  thick  snow-drift,  and  unable  to  see  the  tracks,  I  considered  it 
better  to  remain  in  the  tent,  having  many  weak  hands  and  several  com- 
plaining. 

Thursday,  13th,  we  again  proceeded,  tenting  at  "  Cape  Cockbum"  in  the 
evening.  After  this  we  had  fair  weather,  and  good  and  easy  travelling, 
until  our  arrival  on  board  H.M.S.  "  North  Star." 

On  Saturday  evening  at  8  p.m.  tented  under  south  end  of  Beechey  Island, 
three-quarters  of  a  mile  from  the  ship,  considering  it  too  late  to  proceed  on 
board  that  night.  At  6  o'clock  on  Smiday  morning  arrived  on  board  with 
my  party  all  well,  having  made  the  journey  in  twelve  and  a  half  days  with 
ease,  and  as  much  comfort  as  the  nature  of  the  service  would  allow  to  all. 

I  have,  &c. 

W.  H.  Haswell, 
Lieutenant  in  command  of  Party. 


Orders  to  Commander  F.  L.  M'Clintock,  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute,"  and  in 
command  of  H.M.  Steam  Tender  "  Intrepid." 

By  Henry  Kellett,  Esquire,  C.B.,  Captain  of  H.M.  Ship  "  Resolute. " 

Being  unable  myself  to  travel  so  quickly  ivith  dogs  as  you  can,  and  Sir 
Edward  Belcher's  despatch  received  yesterday  (which  you  have  carefully 
read)  requiring  an  immediate  answer. 

You  will  proceed  to  H.M.  Ship  "  Assistance"  with  the  dogs  as  soon  as 
you  receive  my  letter  in  reply. 

You  arc  aware  of  the  parties  I  have  at  this  moment  away,  following  out 
the  object  of  tliis  expedition,  who  cannot  reach  this  ship  l)efore  the  7th 
June.  You  are  aware  of  the  provisions  at  Prince  of  Wales  Strait,  and  at 
Dealy  Island  ;  in  fact  you  are  so  perfectly  lamilitu-  with  all  my  views  and 
plans,  together  with  the  position  of  these  vessels,  and  the  almost  certainty 
of  their  breaking  out ;  that  I  send  you  as  my  representative,  authorizing 
and  enjr)ining  you  to  give  the  fullest  inf()rn);iti()i)  to  Sir  I<](lwivnl  Belcher  on 
all  points  eoinieded  with  this  hraneh  ol'  the  c'xj)i'(liti<)n,  and  ol'the  means 
1  hav(;  adopted  foi'  th(^  reli(vl'  ol'  (Japtain  (Jollinson. 

Having  conuiuniicatt^d  with  Sir  l'/lwa.rd  Belcher,  and  received  from  liini 
my  linal  orders,  you  will  return  to  nie  with  all  dispatch. 

'riiese  orders  you  will  j)resent  to  Sir  Mdward  Belcher. 

(liven  iMid(;r  my  hatid  on  boaid  H.M.  Shi|)  "  l{es()lut(>,"  in  Barrow 
Strait,  Ca])e  Cockhuin,  N.IO.  I).  N.  2.S',  I2lh  day  ol"  April  1851. 

lli'.NiiN  Ki';m,kt'J",  Captain. 

Mkmoiianda  I'oi'  (  !omniaiidei'  IVl '( 'mn  i'ock. 

Should  you  iticct  any  ol"  "  AHHiHiancc"  sledgcH,  show  them  my  orders  to 
(Jiij)!.  K.i<;har(lH,  luid  prevent  tliem  coming  further  west. 


(  731  ) 


Sir  Edward  Belcher  will  inform  you  whether  you  are  to  bring  back  Proceediugs  of 

Bidgood  and  Wilson,  as  they  are  two  of  the  men  intended  to  remain  by  CommanderM'Ciintoek. 
my  ship,  unless  the  medical  officers  say  they  are  unfit. 

H.  K. 


Copy  of  Report  of  Proceedings,  whilst  detached  to  communicate  with  and 
convey  Despatches  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 

H.M.  Ship  "  Intrepid,"  Barro-w-  Straits, 
Sir,  Cape  Cockburn,  N.E.  b.  N.  28  miles,  29th  April  1854. 

After  receiving  your  despatches  for  Sir  Edward  Belcher  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  13th  April,  I  immediately  started  upon  my  journey  to 
H.M. Ship  "  Assistance,"  with  Alexander  Thompson  (seaman)  and  a  sledge 
drawn  by  twelve  dogs. 

On  the  14th  we  overtook  the  divisions  of  "  Investigator's  "  crew  imder 
Lieutenants  Haswell  and  Pim,  and  communicated  to  the  latter  officer  your 
orders  to  endeavour  to  join  Lieutenant  Haswell  and  to  travel  in  company 
with  him  to  the  "  North  Star." 

On  the  17th,  when  near  Cape  Hotham,  met  sledge  parties  under  Messrs. 
Grove  and  Pym,  travelhng  to  the  "Resolute"  with  provisions;  also 
Lieutenant  Cheyne  and  party  carrying  provisions  to  Cape  Cockburn. 

In  compliance  with  your  orders  I  directed  these  three  officers  to  deposit 
their  provisions  at  Assistance  Bay,  and  then  return  to  the  "  North  Star." 

On  the  following  day,  when  crossing  Wellington  Channel,  met 
Mr.  Herbert,  conveying  a  sledge  load  of  provisions  to  the  westward ;  I  also 
directed  him  to  deposit  them  at  Assistance  Bay. 

18th.  Continued.  Reached  the  "  North  Star  "  in  Erebus  Bay  at  seven 
o'clock  in  the  evening,  bringing  in  upon  the  sledge  part  of  a  bear  as  food 
for  the  dogs,  which  had  been  left  upon  the  ice  where  shot  by  some  of  the 
"  Assistance's  "  parties. 

Next  morning  (19th)  left  the  "  North  Star  "  at  half-past  nine,  and  at 
the  same  hour  on  the  20th  arrived  on  board  the  "  Assistance  "  near  Cape 
Osborne.  Delivered  your  despatches  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  and  afforded 
every  information  which  he  required  relative  to  the  position  of  H.M.  Ships 
"  Resolute  "  and  "  Intrepid,"  together  with  your  views  and  intentions,  &c. 
respecting  them. 

I  remained  two  days  and  one  night  on  board  the  "  Assistance ; "  and 
then,  on  receiving  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher  an  answer  to  your  despatch, 
and  an  order  to  return  with  all  speed  to  the  "  Resolute,"  again  set  out  on 
the  evening  of  the  21st,  and  in  23  hours  reached  the  "  North  Star." 

23rd.  Having  given  the  dogs  one  day's  rest  here,  I  left  the  "  North  Star" 
at  nine  o'clock  in  the  evening,  and  during  this  night's  march  across 
Wellington  Channel  passed  nine  sledge  parties ;  four  of  these  under 
Lieutenant  Cheyne,  Messrs.  Herbert,  Grove,  and  Pym,  were  returning 
to  the  "  North  Star  "  from  Assistance  Bay  ;  two  others,  under  Lieutenant 
May  and  Mr.  Shellabear,  were  proceeding  to  complete  the  depot 
of  provisions  at  Assistance  Bay ;  Lieutenant  Pim  and  his  division  of  the 
"  Investigator's  "  crew  were  within  one  march  of  the  "  North  Star  ;  "  and 
Commander  Richards  and  party  returning  from  the  "  Resolute  "  were  met 
with  off  Cape  Hotham. 

I  directed  Mr.  Shellabear  to  proceed  to  the  "  Resolute,"  after  depositing 
his  sledge  load  of  provisions  at  Assistance  Bay  :  he  may  be  expected  to 
arrive  about  the  5th  May. 

24th.  Met  Commander  M'Clure  with  the  last  division  of  the  "  Investi- 
gator's "  crew  to  the  eastward  of  Assistance  Bay  ;  they  had  made  good 
progress,  and  all  appeared  to  be  in  good  health  and  spirits. 

27th.  Reached  the  depot  and  boat  near  Cape  Cockburn,  and  left  a 
memorandum  for  Mr.  Shellabear  and  other  officers  proceeding  to  the 
"  Resolute,"  to  complete  to  five  days'  provisions. 

Owing  to  a  recent  fall  of  snow  I  was  unable  to  reach  the  "  Resolute  " 
before  5h.  Om.  p.m.  of  yesterday  (28th),  when  I  had  the  honour  of 
delivering  to  you  the  despatches  with  which  I  was  charged. 

Whilst  on  board  the  "  North  Star  "  on  the  23d  instant,  Lieut.  Haswell 
and  the  first  division  of  the  "  Investigator's  "  crew  arrived. 

4  Z  4 


(    732  ) 


Proceedings  of ^  ^        Almost  thc  wholc  of  the  ice  travelled  over  is  smooth,  and  of  last 
imander  M  cuntock.     ay^^ymn's  formation.    Off  Port  Leopold  Commander  Pullen  found  a  consi- 
derable space  of  open  water  early  in  this  month ;  and  Commander  Richards 
found  the  ice  so  thin  inside  of  Moore  Island  that  some  of  his  party  nearly 
broke  through  it. 

The  distance  travelled  during  this  journey  amounts  to  460  miles,  giving 
an  average  of  31  geographical  miles  for  each  march  of  ten  hours. 

This,  I  believe,  is  the  utmost  our  dog  team  could  accomplish  in  the 
existing  condition  of  the  ice,  and  the  slender  supply  of  bears'  flesh  for 
their  support. 

Alexander  Thompson  thoroughly  understands  the  management  of  dogs, 
and  no  means  were  omitted  which  could  possibly  render  the  journey  more 
expeditious.  Some  days'  rest  is  necessary  for  the  dogs  before  they  can 
be  again  employed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       F.  L.  M'Clintock, 
To  Captain  Henry  Kellett,  C.B.,  Commander. 
H.M.  Ship  "Resolute." 
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IV. 


Proceedings  of  H.M.  Discovery  Ship  "North  Star/' 

Commander  Piillen. 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  ''North  Star"  from 
England  to  Beechey  Island.    Arctic  Expedition. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  21st  April  1852  a  movement  was  made  amongst  Get  under  weigh, 
the  Arctic  squadron  at  Greenhithe,  when  at  half  past  four  the  "Lightning" 
steam  vessel  took  us  in  tow,  and  we  proceeded  down  the  River  Thames.  The  Towed  by  steamers, 
other  ships  "  Assistance "  and  "  Resolute "  each  had  a  steamer,  whilst  the 
tenders  "Intrepid"  and  "Pioneer"  followed  close  after,  steaming  also.  The 
weather  was  beautifully  fine,  with  a  light  air  from  S.E.,  so  we  went  on  with 
bright  hopes ;  but  getting  under  weigh  with  the  ebb  tide  it  could  hardly  be 
expected  that  we  should  get  down  through  a  crowd  of  shipping  without  damage. 

At  6 . 30  A.M.  a  river  barge,  trying  to  cross  the  "  Lightning,"  who  was  towing  Accident, 
us,  failed,  but  she  could  neither  get  out  of  our  way  or  we  out  of  hers,  con- 
sequently we  came  in  collision,  she  striking  our  starboard  bow,  and  was  dismasted. 
Fortunately  no  other  accident  occurred,  and  at  9  we  anchored  at  the  Nore.  The  Nore. 
The  "  Basilisk  "  and  "  Desperate,"  two  large  steamers,  were  here,  awaiting  to 
take  us  on ;  so,  after  completing  the  transfer  of  the  remaining  provisions  from 
/  the  lighter  which  accompanied  us,  receiving  a  visit  from  Commodore  Hope, 
the  senior  officer  at  Sheerness,  and  some  of  the  admiral's  family,  we  again  got 
under  weigh,  and  proceeded  for  the  Orkneys,  accompanied  by  the  two  large 
steamers. 

The  next  day  the  "  Basilisk"  took  the  "  Assistance  in  tow,  the  "  Desperate  "  steam  squadron, 
the  "  Resolute,"  and  the  "  African  "  the  "  North  Star  "  the  "  Lightning  "  still 
to  accompany  us,  but  return  after  seeing  us  a  certain  distance.    Towards  ^'"'^  ™^''*^?jji"f^'tg^f ' 
evening,  the  wind  had  increased  so  much  that  our  steamer  could  not  keep  ahead  dant^steLTeVshe  not 
of  us ;  but  as  the  wind  was  fair  we  could  make  sail,  and  soon  lost  sight  of  her.  teing  of  powe;^^uffi- 
And  as  Sir  E.  Belcher,  the  senior  officer,  had  made  the  rendezvous  signal,  breeze.  Ship  runuing 
"  Orkneys,"  and  the  "  Lightning,"  returning,  passed  close  too,  communicated  the  on  her. 
same,  I  made  the  best  of  my  way  to  that  place,  particularly  as  the  other  ships 
were  far  ahead  and  neariy  out  of  sight.    During  the  night  it  blew  fresh  from 
the  east,  and  a  heavy  sea  on. 

The  wind  continued  fresh  from  eastward  until  the  morning  of  the  25th,  when  April  18.52. 
we  got  sight  of  the  Pentland  Skerries,  bearing  N.  by  W.  ^  W.,  and  at  three  the  ^""'^^""^ 
same  morning  saw  coming  up  astern  a  large  steamer,  with  a  ship  in  tow  ;  this 
we  soon  recognized  to  be  the  "  Assistance when  at  7  another  steamer  and 
ship  "  Resolute,"  with  the  two  tenders  in  company ;  so  the  old  "  North  Star," 
with  only  her  own  heels,  has  fairly  distanced  the  others  of  the  squadron,  in  this 
short  race.  However,  they  now  had  the  advantage,  for  the  wind  being  light 
they  soon  passed  us,  and  by  noon  we  were  far  astern.  Captain  Kellett  could 
not  help  expressing  what  he  felt,  signalizing  on  passing,  "  Well  done.  North 
Star!" 

In  the  forenoon  we  got  a  pilot  for  the  Orkneys,  but  without  more  wind  there  Orkneys, 
was  but  little  hope  of  our  getting  to  the  anchorage  this  day ;  when  at  2  p.m.  we 
saw  the  "  Basilisk  "  coming  towards  us,  so  I  concluded  the  others  were  safe  in, 
and  she  was  sent  to  help  us  on.    She  took  us  in  tow,  and  at  8.50  p.m.  on  the 
evening  of  the  25th  of  April  we  anchored  in  Stromness  outer  harbour. 

During  our  stay  here  the  carpenters  of  the  squadron  caulked  in  our  main 
deck  ports,  for  by  them  a  great  quantity  of  water  had  got  in,  during  the  breeze, 
coming  up.    From  the  "  Basilisk  "  we  received  a  quantity  of  pemmican,  besides 
IV.  5  A 
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April  1652. 


Leave  Stromness. 


Towmg. 


29th. 


1st  May. 


Gale. 


2d. 


5th. 


Damages  sustained  in 
(ia!e. 


fifty  bags  of  coal ;  so  that  we  were  pretty  deep  in  the  water,  our  draught  being 
17  feet  10  inches  aft. 

A  httle  after  noon  of  the  28th  we  all  got  under  weigh,  and  the  two  senior 
ships,  in  tow  of  the  two  powerful  steamers,  soon  got  out  to  sea  ;  their  tenders, 
being  steamers,  also  followed  close ;  but  the  old  "  North  Star  "  was  left  to  shift 
for  herself,  a  matter  of  very  little  consideration,  for  there  was  a  good  breeze 
from  the  south,  which,  if  lasting,  will  render  us  independent  of  any  of  them. 
In  Hay  Sound  the  wind  fell  to  almost  a  dead  calm,  when,  the  tide  beginning  to 
make  against  us,  we  should  certainly  have  drifted  back  again,  had  not  Sir 
Edward  sent  his  steamer  the  "  Basilisk  "  to  tow  us  out.  At  7-45  we  were  close 
up  with  the  rest,  and  astern  of  the  "  Resolute,"  who  took  in  our  tow  ropes,  the 
*'  Desperate "  steamer  having  her  already  fast,  and  all  proceeded  in  two  lines, 
the  "  Basilisk  "  with  the  "  Assistance  "  and  tenders.  The  weather  was  almost 
calm,  and  the  rain,  which  had  continued  nearly  all  the  afternoon,  had  entirely 
beat  down  the  sea,  and  we  got  on  very  fairly. 

In  the  evening  of  the  next  day  we  passed  two  fishing  boats,  and  at  6.30  got 
a  last  glimpse  of  the  British  land  that  we  are  destined  to  see  for  some  time. 

Until  the  afternoon  of  the  1  st  of  May  we  had  been  able  to  carry  sail,  but 
the  wind  then  coming  on  from  W.  by  N.  we  were  obliged  to  take  our  canvass 
in.  At  10  the  next  night  saw  that  the  "  Assistance  "  had  parted  her  tow  ropes  ; 
shortly  after  one  of  ours  gave  way,  when  the  "  Resolute "  cast  off  from  the 
steamer,  at  the  same  time  letting  go  our  remaining  warp,  and  we  were  soon 
under  canvass.  Reefed  too,  for  a  gale,  to  all  appearances,  was  brewing.  This 
did  not  look  much  like  being  able  to  communicate  the  next  day,  as  the 
signal  in  the  afternoon  had  been  made,  "  Send  letters  to-morrow ;"  from  which 
we  may  infer  the  steamers  return  immediately. 

The  next  came,  and  there  was  indeed  no  chance  of  communicating  except  by 
signals,  for  the  wind  was  blowing  fresh  from  south,  with  a  very  nasty  sea  on. 
Both  also  were  on  the  increase,  so  that  at  8  a.m.  we  were  obliged  to  take  in 
three  reefs  of  the  topsails,  then  blowing  quite  a  gale. 

This  gale  only  broke  on  the  evening  of  the  5th,  and  abated  completely  on 
the  morning  of  the  next  day,  when  at  daylight  we  found  ourselves  far  ahead  of 
the  squadron,  and  two  of  them  quite  out  of  sight.  At  1 1  we  fidded  our  top 
gallant  masts,  and  ran  back  to  join  our  consorts,  all  pretty  near  each  other,  but 
the  "  Basilisk,"  and  she  was  nowhere  to  be  seen  ;  however,  at  2  on  the  morning 
of  the  7th,  she  rejoined.  At  8  a.m.  we  could  communicate  with  the  "  Assis- 
tance" by  boat,  and  sending  our  letters  to  the  "  Desperate"  steamer,  both  her 
and  the  "Basilisk"  left  us  at  11  o'clock  for  Old  England,  giving  us  the  usual 
salute  of  three  cheers  as  they  passed,  and  which  was  heartily  returned. 

In  the  gale  we  had  lost  one  of  our  quarter  boats,  and  received  simdry  other 
damages  from  a  heavy  sea.  It  struck  us  in  the  weather  foot  chains,  drove  the 
weather  waist  boat  in  against  the  davit,  and  stove  her  bow,  broke  up  the  round- 
house in  fore  chains,  doubling  the  iron  bands  as  if  they  had  been  paper,  tore 
away  forty  feet  of  hammock  netting  and  several  of  the  ports,  fell  with  such 
force  in  the  midships  boat  tliat  it  stove  some  of  her  planking,  and  in  its  passage 
out  to  leeward  so  filled  the  Ice  quarter  boat  at  the  davits  that  the  lower  hook 
of  the  topping  lift  gave  way,  and  she  was  smashed,  breaking  in  her  fall  tlie 
arm  of  the  topsail  yard  in  the  cliaiiis  all  to  pieces.  The  wreck  we  were  obliged 
to  cut  away  entirely ;  and  in  fact  such  a  quantity  of  water  was  on  the  deck  at 
one  time,  causing  the  ship  to  lalM)nr  so  much,  that  I  feared  nothing  less  than 
the  sacrifice  of  much  of  the  weighty  stores  and  provisions  on  deck  to  relieve 
her.  'J'he  main  deck  too  was  flooded.  ll;i])[)ily,  however,  at  8  o'clock  the  force 
of  the  gale  was  broke ;  and  then  only  two  of  our  squadron  were  in  sight,  far 
away  astern. 

(in  the  j)aKsagc  to  the  Whale  Fish  Isles  but  few  occurrences  of  any  interest 
weic  iiict  vvilh,  more  thiui  seeing  a  dcjul  \vh;ilc>  ( beluga  borealis),  the  first  ice, 
and  the  land  which  was  Hight(;d  on  the;  2 1st  of  May.  This  hind  was  so  covered 
with  snow  that  it  was 
passed  and  were  still 
out,  and  all  donhls  were  dispersed. 

On  \  \h\  2'ltli  of  Miiy  it  was  seen  perfectly  distinguishable  about  Point  Niakok. 
The  wind  was  then  lighl,  IVoin  N.  1';.  by  1*^.  (against  us),  and  when  tacking  off 
hhore  I  got  a  caHt-  of  the  lead  in  12  hil  bonis  on  a  soil  nuiddy  bottom. 

On  the  2Hth  we  crossed  the  Aretie  Circle,  and  at  7  on  the  morning  of  the 


first  supposed  to  be  an  iceberg,  among  the  many  we 
l)assing,  luitil  a  nearer  approach  the  dark  patches  showed 
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29th  got  sight  of  the  Whale  Fish  Islands.    Ice  was  now  around  us  in  great       May  1862. 

quantities,  floe  pieces  and  bergs  in  every  direction,  and  with  the  accompaniment 

of  snow  and  chilly  feelings  we  required  nothing  further  to  prove  to  us  that  we 

were  entering  the  regions  of  cold  weather.    At  3  p.m.  we  got  in,  and  anchored 

in  a  very  snug  and  secure  berth,  with  one  anchor  down  and  warps  fast  to 

the  shore. 

We  were  now  visited  by  the  Esquimaux,  who  were  so  anxiously  watching  Whale  Fish  isles, 
us  on  coming  in.  A  few  Danes,  resident  traders,  also  honoured  us  with 
their  presence.  The  settlement  or  station  is  on  Kron  Prins  Island,  and 
consists  of  only  two  miserable  houses,  besides  the  Esquimaux  hovels, 
built  of  mud  or  turf.  Many  of  these  people  were  here,  and  behaved  much 
better  than  any  I  have  previously  seen.  The  women  were  neat  and  clean  about 
their  dress  and  person,  but  the  breeches  do  not  improve.  They  all  appear  to 
have  profited  by  the  example  shewn  them  by  the  Danes,  most  of  whom  have 
Esquimaux  wives. 

There  are  three  entrances  to  the  anchorage.  We  came  in  by  the  eastern  one,  Anchorage, 
passing  the  N.E.  point  of  Kron  Prins  with  a  good  berth,  to  avoid  the  shoal  patch 
there  marked  by  Parry  ;  stood  well  over  to  the  eastern  isle,  along  its  southern 
shores,  rounding  its  S.W.  point  near  to,  and  anchoring  close  into  the  rocks  in 
9^fms.  water,  securing  head  and  stern  by  warps  to  rings  in  the  rocks  on  shore. 
The  "  Pioneer"  anchored  close  inside  of  us. 

This  anchorage  is  situate  in  the  channel  lying  nearly  north  and  south  between 
the  two  northern  islands  of  the  group,  which  channel  is  rather  better  than  a 
mile  in  length  and  from  one  cable  to  one  and  a  half  in  breadth,  until  you  get  to 
the  north  of  a  small  isle  (in  the  channel),  when  it  opens  out  somewhat  wider. 
This  small  island  is  called  Boat  Island,  and  lies  directly  in  the  channel,  rather 
better  than  half  way  through  from  the  southward,  and  the  navigable  passage 
which  leads  directly  west  of  it  is  considerably  narrowed,  but  it  carries  deep 
water  through,  with  no  hidden  dangers,  keeping  its  western  shores  aboard. 

In  the  main  channel,  about  one  quarter  of  the  way  from  the  southern  entrance, 
and  nearly  one  third  over  from  the  western  shore,  is  a  flat  sunken  rock,  the 
"Hecla's"  rock  of  Parry,  on  which  I  got  12  feet  at  low  water.  In  passing 
through  the  channel  to  the  northward,  keep  close  to  the  eastern  or  right  shores 
until  you  get  a  little  over  quarter  the  distance  through,  or  nearly  half  way  to 
Boat  Island,  then  steer  for  the  western  shores,  to  avoid  the  shoal  water  a  short 
distance  south  of  the  isle,  and  run  through  the  narrow  part,  inclining  to  the 
high  steep  cliffs.  North  of  Boat  Island  you  have  plenty  of  water  and  room. 
The  lead  is  a  good  pilot,  recollecting  that  the  "  Hecla"  rock  is  steep  to,  and 
the  whole  shores  generally.  We  made  the  position  of  Boat  Island  but  very 
little  different  from  Parry. 

Fine  weather  appears  to  have  set  in,  for  the  day  after  we  arrived  was  beauti-  Weather, 
fully  warm  and  pleasant,  continuing  throughout  our  stay  of  seven  days,  during 
which  time  a  rapid  thaw  was  going  on,  sending  numerous  torrents  of  water 
down  over  the  rocks  from  the  quickly  melting  snow,  putting  quite  a  different  Eapid  thawing, 
feature  on  the  scene  from  what  it  was  on  our  arrival ;  by  this  we  were  enabled 
to  fill  up  our  water  very  soon. 

Here  we  got  all  the  gear  for  unshipping  the  rudder  rove,  and  by  way  of  Unship  the  rudder, 
giving  the  men  a  foretaste  of  what  was  before  them  it  was  unhung  and  got 
across  the  stern.    We  found  the  shoe  or  lower  piece  gone,  which  I  can  only 
account  for  by  the  ship  lying  on  the  ground,  both  at  Deptford  and  Woolwich, 
at  low  water  ;  it  was  a  very  beavr  job,  and  took  all  hands  to  accomplish  it. 

On  the  morning  of  the  5th  of  June  we  left  this  place,  running  through  the  Leave  Whaie  Fisii 
channel  to  the  northward,  and  stood  across  for  the  island  of  Disco.    At  four  ^^^^"''s- 
in  the  afternoon  we  sighted  the  beacon  on  the  outer  or  most  western  point  of 
the  harbour  of  Godhaven  or  Lievely,  and  by  11  o'clock  that  night  we  were  all 
at  anchor  in  the  outer  roads.    The  "  Pioneer "  in  going  in  had  fouled  an  ice^ 
berg,  and  lost  her  mizen  mast. 

The  next  day  all  went  into  the  inner  harbour,  and  we  got  on  the  northern  Lieveiy, 
point  of  the  narrow  peninsula,  and  lay  there  a  tide.  As  it  fell  the  ship  went  over 
on  her  broadside ;  fortunately,  however,  the  weather  was  fine,  and  no  sea  on,  and 
we  got  off  the  next  flood  without  any  injury.  Ran  into  the  inner  anchorage,  with 
a  steady  W.S.W.  breeze  and  snowing  hard. 

We  stopped  here  four  days,  and  got  a  survey  of  the  snug  harbour  and  outer 
anchorage,    l^he  rocks  in  the  outer  anchorage  are  rather  in  the  way  with  g, 
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June  1852.  Avorkiiig  brcczc.  They  are  only  covered  at  high  water,  and  a  break,  with  any- 
thing of  a  breeze,  indicates  there  whereabout  at  that  time,  generally.  They  lie 
rather  better  than  half  way  across  from  the  southern  shores,  and  are  steep  to 
on  their  southern  side. 

Anchorages.  The  channel  is  to  the  south  of  them.    The  southern  shores  of  the  outer 

anchorage  are  also  steep ;  but  give  the  low  point,  on  approaching  and  rounding 
it,  a  good  berth.  You  may  get  snug  anchorage  in  the  harbour  in  from  7  fms. 
to  9  fms.  water,  completely  land  locked.  Moor  with  hawsers  to  rings  in  the 
rocks.  In  the  outer  harbour  we,  the  "  North  Star,"  anchored  in  7  fms.  water 
on  a  bank  just  to  the  westward  of  the  rocks.  The  other  ships  lay  in  much 
deeper  water;  the  "Intrepid"  not  more  than  quarter  of  a  cable  to  the  south- 
ward, in  14fms. 

Settlement.  The  Settlement  is  on  the  south  side  of  the  inner  harbour,  with  two  or  three 

very  good  houses  (Danish),  and  the  Esquimaux,  too,  are  not  bad  ;  certainly  far 
superior  to  any  I  have  yet  seen,  and  as  a  settler  I  have  lived  in  worse.  Two 
I  went  into  were  neat  and  clean,  and  arranged  with  some  taste,  and  the  women, 
— whether  it  was  to  do  honour  to  our  arrival, — were  comfortably  dressed,  also 
neat  and  very  clean. 

^'^"ater.  Water  can  be  got  in  abundance,  but  supplies  of  provisions  can  only  be  had 

from  the  Danes.    How  far  that  can  be  depended  on  I  cannot  say,  especially  for 

Supplies.  a  large  party.    They  are  in  a  great  measure  themselves  dependant  on  the  annual 

ship  from  Europe. 

Whalers.  Wlialcrs  frequently  visit  this  place,  and  then  the  Esquimaux  all  get  a  dance, 

and  from  the  specimens  we  had  on  our  quarter  deck  of  their  ability  they 

Amnsements.  Certainly  showcd  themselves  no  mean  proficients  ;  the  ladies  quite  as  well  able 

to  dance  the  polka  as  the  common  reel.  Had  it  not  been  for  the  breeches,  I 
could  have  imagined  myself  among  a  more  civilized  set.  Singing,  too,  is 
another  accomplishment  they  have  learned,  and  really  perform  very  well. 

We  got  here  a  supply  of  Esquimaux  dogs,  each  of  the  large  ships  taking  four, 

Leave  Disco.  and  at  9  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  of  June  ran  out  of  the  harbour 

with  a  moderate  breeze  from  the  eastward.     We  worked  to  the  eastward, 
Sir  Edward  Belcher  intending  to  try  the  Waigate  Strait ;  but  in  consequence  of 
the  heavy  ice,  and  strong  breeze  blowing  through  it  against  us,  we  could  not 
19th.  succeed,  therefore  bore  up,  and  on  the  19th  June  ran  in  for  Uppernavik. 

This  place  I  cannot  speak  well  of  as  an  anchorage.  It  is  the  usual  custom 
for  whalers  to  make  fast  to  the  bergs  that  are  generally  found  in  the  bay,  when 
detained  here  any  time.  There  were  only  two  small  pieces  Avhen  Ave  Avent  in, 
and  we  were  in  doubt  as  to  what  would  be  done,  when  at  3  p.m.  the  "  Assistance  " 

Difficulty  in  getting     made  the  signal  not  to  anchor.    At  seven,  however,  Sir  Edward  Belcher  did 

a.i  u  cioiage.  bring  up  within  the  largest  piece  of  ice,  and  Captain  Kellett  soon  after,  Avith  the 
"  Resolute,"  made  fast  to  the  smaller  piece.  The  "  Pioneer  "  steam  tender  took 
a  berth  inside  of  him,  fast  to  the  same  piece,  and  "  Intrepid  "  and  "  North 
Star  "  stood  off  and  on,  anxiously  waiting  for  some  signal  to  direct  us  what  to 
do ;  but  as  none  was  made  I  decided  on  running  in,  and  pick  up  a  berth  some- 
where, particularly  as  the  weather  Avas  beginning  to  look  very  dirty. 

Standing  in  again,  a  boat  was  sent  on  with  an  ice  anchor  and  hawser  to  fix  on 
the  large  piece  of  ice,  by  which  avc  might  hold  on  by  until  I  co\ild  see  ni}^  Avay 
satisfactorily  to  take  up  a  berth  near  the  "  Assistance."  This,  howeA'cr,  failed, 
for  a  heavy  s(juall  was  on  iis  as  we  got  hold  of  the  hawser,  and  it  giving  the 
ship  so  much  way  that  we  were  obliged  to  slip  and  stand  off  again.  Reaching 
out,  the  "  Intrepid"  passed  us,  and  took  up  a  berth  in  very  deep  water  to  the 
N.E.  of  the  "  Assistance."    Standing  in  again,  I  preceded  the  shi]i,  to  sound, 
and  sidjsiy  niyscM"  as  (o  the  practicability  ol'  getting  a  berth,  and  the  only  one 
I  could  see  was  avnilable,  with  the  knowledge  I  had  of  the  place.  After 
examining  ii,  I  i-cturncd  on  boai'd,  and  made  sail,  passing  outside  the  "  Assis- 
tnncc,"  bcl  vvccn  lier  iuid  the  berg,  and,  i-ounding  too  close  under  her  stern,  came  to 
wil  li  the  small  bower  in  10  fnis.  Avnter,  and  not  finding  the  anchor  hold,  let  go  the 
bcsl,  bower,  and  succeeded  in  bi'inging  u))  with  ^1(1  iins.  on  small  bower  and  .'Ui  fms. 
Hull  in  and  aiicliur,     on  best  bower.    Tlie  wind  was  now  blowing  halCn,  gale  Iroiu  S.S.VV.,  top  gallant 
jMUKts  were  tli(  iclbic  boused,  also  crows-nest  got  down,  and  yards  ])ointe(l  to 
the  Avind  ;  when,  on  looking  over  the  stern,  Ave  saAv  to  our  dismay  a,  heavy  break 
liidC  11  cable's  length  oil",  so  wc  could  not  veer  any  more.    Providentially,  our 
ground  l.icl  lc  licid  on,  notwithstanding  Iho  bad  ground  luid  indlHerent  shelter. 
Koi.  so  (oi  luMale  wert:  some  of  our  friends,  lor  a,t  7-30  p.m.  bolh  Ihe  "  Uesolute" 
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and  "Pioneer"  were  adrift;  the  former  with  loss  of  jib-boom;  the  latter  with  Junei852. 
topmast. 

Neither  could  regain  their  berth  again,  for  the  piece  of  ice  was  shattered,  and 
no  anchoring  ground;  both  therefore  made  sail,  and  stood  out  to  sea.  At  10 
the  large  piece  of  ice,  to  which  our  anchor  and  warp  were  fast,  drove  with  the 
gale ;  a  boat  was  sent  to  endeavour  to  recover  them,  but  the  ice  broke  up, 
turned  over,  and  they  were  lost.  At  1  the  gale  moderated,  and  at  midnight  was  Gale  nuderates. 
only  a  fresh  breeze. 

The  next  day  was  fine,  and  the  "  Resolute  "  and  "Pioneer"  ran  in  several  Sunday  oth. 
times,  and  showed  themselves  all-ataunto  again.  In  the  afternoon,  at  50 
minutes  after  4,  we  got  under  weigh,  the  "  Assistance  "  and  "  Intrepid"  having 
gone  out.  We  drew  off  the  land  with  a  light  N.W.  wind,  and  soon  got  into 
the  dense  fog  which  the  other  vessels  were  already  obscured  in,  and  sometimes 
we  could  hardly  see  the  length  of  the  ship.  We  could  not  say  in  what  direc- 
tion our  consorts  were,  therefore  hardly  knew  what  course  to  pursue.  Tacking 
to  clear  some  islands,  got  a  glimpse  of  the  ice,  very  thick  to  the  northward  as 
far  as  we  could  see,  and  very  soon  after  heard  what  we  conjectured  to  be 
signal  guns.  They  were  replied  to,  and  we  bore  away  in  the  direction,  in 
towards  the  land. 

At  9-45  we  got  sight  of  the  "  Uesolute,"  standing  the  same  way,  and  soon 
after  the  rest  of  the  squadron,  apparently  hove-to,  close  into  the  land.  We 
joined  them  ;  when  all  made  sail,  and  ran  to  the  eastward  amongst  the  Woman's 
Islands,  to  find  a  passage  out  to  the  northward.  We  were  not  successful ; 
retraced  our  steps,  and  at  7.45  on  Monday  the  21st  entered  the  stream-ice  off  Enter  the  ice. 
Uppernavik,  Sanderson's  Hope  bearing  N.E.  by  E.  six  or  seven  miles. 

The  weather  still  thick  and  foggy,  with  wind  from  E.S.E.    At  4  p.m.  it  2ist 
cleared ;  we  passed  Buchan  Island,  and  at  8  Cape  Shackelton  bore  north.  To 
the  westward  the  ice  appeared  very  thick,  and  to  the  northward  the  bergs 
driving  about  in  an  open  sea. 

On  the  22d  the  weather  was  calm,  and  the  steamers  were  brought  into  requi- 
sition. In  the  afternoon  they  lit  the  fires,  and  took  us  in  tow  in  the  following  steamers  towing, 
order: — The  "Intrepid"  and  "Pioneer"  lashed  together,  then  "Assistance," 
"  Resolute,"  and  "  North  Star."  There  appeared  to  be  a  northerly  set,  for  by 
the  land  we  were  advancing  pretty  fast,  passing  in  quick  succession  the  Sugar 
Loaf  Island  and  other  remarkable  spots  to  the  northward  of  it. 

At  10.30  p.m.  the  three  islands  of  Baffin  were  seen,  and  in  a  clear  over  the  Baffin's  island, 
land  got  a  short  view  of  the  Devil's  Thumb,  the  name  given  to  a  most  remark- 
able feature  in  the  land,  and  where  the  whale  ships  generally  begin  to  battle 
with  the  ice.  It  was  now  thick  and  heavy,  with  no  prospect  of  being  able  to 
stretch  across  for  the  west  water  yet.  We  held  on  our  course  northward,  drawing 
up  with  the  islands,  when  we  met  one  of  the  usual  accompaniments  of  these 
regions  at  this  time  of  the  year  in  the  shape  of  a  thick  fog,  and  we  were  getting 
amongst  much  ice.  At  2  a.m.  cast  off  from  the  steamers,  and  set  the  fore  and  2.3d. 
aft  sails ;  when,  at  four  in  the  morning,  we  had  neared  the  islands  so  much  that 
on  the  fog  just  lifting  found  we  were  much  closer  than  was  agreeable.  We,  Baffin's  isie. 
the  "  North  Star,"  immediately  laid  the  ships  head  to  the  S,W,,  and  drove  all 
clear  into  the  stream-ice,  getting  no  bottom  with  40  fathoms  of  line.  The 
"  iVssistance"  and  "  Resolute  "  were  so  close  that  the  former  was  only  in  4^ 
fathoms  water,  the  latter  7  fathoms,  and  the  steamers  were  obliged  to  tow  them 
out  of  their  precarious  position.  The  wind  now  very  light  from  N.E.,  with 
thick  fog,  and  great  quantities  of  ice  about  us  ;  in  fact,  1  think  we  may  fairly 
say  that  we  have  entered  the  dreaded  Melville  Bay  barrier.  At  noon,  in  a  lift 
of  the  fog,  we  got  the  latitude  74°  7'  N. 

The  steamers  had  us  again  in  tow,  and  only  cast  off  now,  when  we  were  any 
time  detained  by  a  nip,  until  the  evening  of  the  30th  June,  when  we  got 
sight  of 'the  whole  fleet  of  whalers  (14  in  number)  lying  inactive,  detained  by  whalers  seen, 
icy  fetters. 

Since  we  entered  the  ice,  23d,  we  have  got  pretty  well  acquainted  with  it, 
experiencing  some  of  those  occurrences  which  are  ever  attendant  on  such 
navigation,  therefore  were  ready  for  anything  we  might  encounter.  The 
"  Resolute"  as  yet  has  been  the  only  sufferer,  getting  a  very  severe  nip  by  the  " Resolute "  nipped 
sudden  closing  of  the  ice  on  the  26th,  whereby  her  rudder  was  crushed.  We 
were  close  astern  of  her  at  the  time,  lying  under  a  point  of  ice  which  was  a  pro- 
tection ;  and  by  dropping  farther  to  the  south  as  the  signal  was  made  to  dock, 
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No.  1 .  event. 


Wreck  of  "  Eegalia ' 
^vhaler  discovered. 


July  1852. 


Position. 

6th. 

Preparations. 


A  move. 


we  got  savely  into  one  before  another  move  came  on.  This  was  the  first 
serious  event  amongst  us ;  however,  the  damage  was  soon  made  good ;  and  it 
was  also  the  first  time  we  had  used  the  saws.  To  most  of  us  it  was  new  work, 
and  the  "  North  Star,"  although  the  largest  and  heaviest  ship,  with  the  fewest 
hands,  was  the  second  in  dock,  "  Pioneer "  first.  Unshipping  the  rudder  takes 
up  the  most  time,  and  fully  occupies  all  hands ;  comparing  it  with  that  of  the 
other  ships,  it  is  like  a  handspike  alongside  of  a  tooth-pick.  In  tracking  also, 
we  cannot  compete  with  the  others  ;  our  crew  is  too  small,  and  to  move  her 
with  the  watch  is  entirely  out  of  the  question  ;  it  is  work  enough  for  all  hands, 
consequently  they  can  have  no  spell. 

Chain  cables  were  now  not  likely  to  be  wanted,  so  they  were  unbent. 

Before  reaching  the  whalers  we  had  another  specimen  of  the  power  of  moving 
ice  over  wood  and  iron.  On  the  30th  we  fell  in  with  a  crushed  ship,  "Regalia," 
or  at  least  the  remains  of  one.  The  hull  was  under  water,  but  the  starboard 
bow  was  just  showing,  into  which  a  large  charge  of  powder  was  placed,  which, 
on  exploding,  the  ill-fated  vessel  was  soon  completely  out  of  sight.  Out  of  the 
remains  of  spars,  &c.  which  had  been  fired  (some  smouldering  when  we  reached 
them,  remaining  on  the  ice,  and  floating  about,)  we  got  some  good  picking  of 
fire-wood ;  and  on  joining  the  other  ships  found  her  crew  distributed  amongst 
them. 

Whilst  employed  about  the  wreck,  the  "  Aberdeen  "  whale  ship  joined  us, 
and  the  wind  being  very  light  she  got  the  benefit  of  a  tow  by  our  steamer  when 
we  moved  on. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  July  the  weather  was  fine,  with  a  light  breeze  from 
E.N.E.  No  land  could  be  seen,  for  it  was  very  hazy  in  its  direction.  The 
whalers  appeared  to  be  making  a  move,  which  we  followed  by  hauling  out  of 
our  several  docks,  and  shipping  our  rudders  in  readiness.  It  ended,  however, 
in  nothing  more,  the  ice  closing  again,  when  we  resumed  our  berths,  and 
secured  as  usual. 

Thus,  until  the  6th,  we  scarcely  moved  more  than  by  the  drift  of  the  ice ; 
and  what  that  was  no  one  could  tell,  for  it  has  been  so  thick  in  the  direction  of 
land,  with  no  observations  until  noon  of  the  5th.  Latitude  then  75°  15'  30", 
longitude  61°  22'  W.,  and  Melville  Monument  N.  53°  40'  E. 

On  the  morning  of  the  6th  there  was  a  light  air  from  N.W.  ^  N.,  and  the  ice 
rather  closing  in  than  opening  out.  In  the  event  of  having  to  desert  our  ships, 
portions  of  provisions  were  got  up  and  kept  on  deck,  to  be  handy  for  getting 
into  the  boats  in  case  of  such  a  calamity ;  but  God  forbid  that  anything  of 
the  sort  should  happen  ;  at  any  rate  forewarned  is  forearmed,  and  we  have  seen 
Jiow  powerful  the  foe  is  we  have  to  contend  with. 

Shortly  after  3  p.m.  the  ice  opened  out,  and  we  could  move  on  to  where  the 
•whale  ships  were  lying.  The  "  Resolute  "  and  "  Pioneer  "  were  leading,  and 
making  for  the  northern  part  or  head  of  a  bight,  along  the  eastern  side  of 
which  the  fleet  were  docked.  The  "Intrepid"  was  next,  and  the  "North 
Star,"  having  held  on  to  allow  the  senior  officer  ("  Assistance  ")  to  pass,  brought 
up  the  rear.  Arriving  at  the  head  of  this  bight,  there  Avas  not  room  for  more 
than  three  vessels,  so  "  Assistance,"  "  Resolute,"  and  "  Pioneer  "  commenced 
docking  there,  whilst  "  Intrepid  "  and  "  North  Star "  were  amongst  the 
whalers ;  but  before  we  could  get  to  the  place  I  had  decided  on  for  a  dock 
there  was  a  move  amongst  them,  their  crews  pouring  out  like  bees ;  hauling 
tlieir  ships  out  of  dork,  manning  their  tracking-lines,  and  crowding  with  all 
haste  to  the  narroAV  hine  of  water  which  had  opened  out  to  the  eastward  of  our 
position.  To  get  to  tliis  water  all  were  obliged  to  return  a  short  way  southerly, 
and  pass  us  ;  1  hcrcfbR;,  getting  Sir  T'dwurd  Belcher's  permission,  I  joined  in  the 
move,  and  became  the  lillh  ship  in  the  line.  Now  we  felt  the  want  of  strength 
sadly  to  man  the  tracking-ro])e,  I'or,  there  being  no  wind,  our  canvass  w^as  not 
uvuilable.  Ilowcrver,  the  lane  of  water  was  very  narrow,  so  that  no  one  could 
well  ])ass  us  ;  and  Ihe  "North  St;ir  "  being  inlinitely  stronger  than  any  of  the 
whalers,  they  took  care  not  lo  run  foul  of  her,  fully  knowing  that  they  would 
come  second  best  oil".  'I'ln-y  wer(>,  therefore,  glad  to  get  her  out  of  the  way, 
and  IIS  it  couhl  only  1"^  donc^  by  moving  ahead,  the  shij)  astern  of  us» 
"  Alexander,"  sent  some  of  her  ninnerous  crew  to  our  tracking-line. 

On  we  went  cheerily,  iind  n  most  nninuiting  sight  it  was  to  sec;  lis  thn^adiiig 
our  way  through  a  narrow  winding  lane  ol"  water,  only  visible  for  any  distance 
j'roni  the  crows  ncst.    The  high  land  of  Capo  Walker,  and  the  remarkable  peaks 
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about  it  too  were  in  sight,  affording  a  relief  to  the  monotony  of  the  dazzling       July  issa, 
whiteness  of  such  a  vast  expanse  of  ice. 

All  this  time  the  "  Assistance,"  "  Pioneer,"  and  " Resolute"  were  detained  by  "Assistance," "Reso 
a  nip ;  for  on  getting  to  the  head  of  the  bight  the  ice  closed  home,  and  a  tongue  £in^.'^ " 
outside  would  not  allow  them  to  get  out  again  for  some  time,  nor  until  much 
powder  was  expended,  and  the  assistance  of  "Intrepid"  called  into  requisition.  Get  free. 
They  followed,  but  we  were  a  long  way  ahead. 

After  a  time  three  of  the  headmost  ships  hauled  into  a  bight  of  the  ice,  and 
made  fast,  which  induced  us  to  think  the  lead  was  closed,  therefore  prepared  to 
do  the  same ;  but  the  American  whaler  "  M'Lellan,"  now  leading,  hauled  more 
northerly  (and  made  sail  to  a  light  N.E.  wind)  into  a  still  narrower  lane,  when 
those  ships  that  had  made  fast  began  moving  again,  but  had  lost  their  position, 
and  we  in  the  "  North  Star,"  by  dashing  close  after  the  Yankee,  became  the 
second  in  the  race. 

This  only  lane  did  not  lead  us  much  further,  having  opened  out  gradually  as 
we  advanced,  and  in  the  course  of  an  hour  after  turning  into  it  contracted  so 
much  that  the  American  was  seen  to  shorten  sail,  and  get  his  purchase  to  bear 
for  heaving  through,  but  it  was  rather  more  than  he  could  manage,  and  all 
astern  of  course  were  immediately  stopped.  au  stopped. 

The  "  North  Star's  "  bends  being  well  down  in  the  water,  much  broader  than 
any  of  the  ships  astern,  she  made  a  block  for  all,  until  powder  was  had  recourse 
to  (so  that  all  could  close  up),  and  it  might  possibly  separate  the  crack.  At 
last,  however,  we  could  do  no  more ;  it  would  not  open  out ;  and  we  lost  the 
chance  at  present  of  getting  into  a  large  pool  of  open  water,  not  more  than  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  ahead,  or  to  the  N.E.  It  was  rather  after  1 1  p.m.  when  we 
stopped,  and  found  ourselves  in  a  small  bight  of  the  ice  on  the  eastern  side  of 
the  lane,  through  which  we  had  come.  The  "  M'Lellan  "  was  a  long  cable's 
length  to  the  north  of  us;  and  the  "  Alexander"  (English  whaler),  who  had 
slipped  by  us  just  at  the  last  moment,  rather  more  east,  and  not  quite  the  same 
distance.    The  "  Jane  "  of  Boness  was  astern,  and  almost  touching ;  then  the  Position  of  the  whole 

True  Love,"  "  Annie "  brig,  and  a  lot  of  others,  all  of  a  heap,  not  able  to 
move  ahead  or  astern.  The  Assistance  "  and  "  Resolute,"  with  their  tenders, 
were  next  in  order,  having  overtaken  and  passed  some  of  the  sternmost  ships, 
now  all  brought  up,  and  almost  as  helpless  as  ourselves. 

The  distance  between  the  "Assistance"  and  "North  Star"  was  about  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  ;  and,  I  think,  altogether,  between  the  head  and  sternmost 
ship  of  the  whole  lot,  there  was  a  distance  of  a  long  three  quarters  of  a  mile. 

The  weather  was  now  beautifully  fine,  with  a  light  northerly  air,  and  at  mid- 
night we  were  secured,  and  able  to  send  every  one  to  bed.  I  now  consulted 
the  master  of  the  whale  ship  so  close  to  us,  on  the  practicability  of  docking ;  Difficulty  in  clocking, 
he  pronounced  it  impossible,  saying  that  we  would  not  find  sufficient  room  to 
get  the  ice  out  (however  much  we  might  cut  it  up)  to  haul  our  ships  in,  so 
narrow  was  the  channel  in  which  we  had  been  brought  to  so  sudden  a  check.  He 
thought,  however,  that  there  was  nothing  to  be  apprehended  at  present. 

I  now  walked  along  the  flow  towards  the  "  Assistance,"  to  acquaint 
Sir.  E.  Belcher  with  our  position,  also  the  above  opinion,  and  found  them 
docking,  as  they  had  more  room  than  the  more  northerly  ships.  Passing  along 
the  line  again  on  my  return,  some  of  the  whalers  were  making  strenuous  efforts 
to  get  some  sort  of  dock  ;  but  how  they  were  to  manage  it  I  hardly  could  see, 
for  five  or  six  of  them  were  huddled  together  like  a  flock  of  sheep. 

Arriving  alongside,  I  again  sought  the  master  of  the  "  Jane,"  when,  after  a 
little  conversation,  we  decided  on  working  in  concert,  and,  making  an  effort  to 
get  the  two  ships  docked,  therefore  commenced,  when,  by  using  a  pretty  liberal 
supply  of  blasting  powder,  and  much  labour  with  the  saw,  we  cleared  out 
sufficient  space  to  haul  both  vessels  in  by  6  h.  30  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  7th. 
in  a  place  of  comparative  security. 

All  hands  were  again  sent  to  bed,  and  I  lay  down  myself,  fully  expecting  to 
get  at  least  four  hours  sleep.  It  was  not  to  be  though,  for  at  9  a.m.  I  was  called  with 
the  unwelcome  intelligence  that  the  "  M'Lellan,"  American  whaler,  was  heavily  ice  moving, 
nipped  by  the  ice,  and  her  crew  deserting  her.  The  crew  also  of  the  second  "M'Leiian"  nipped, 
ship  "  Alexander,"  expecting  a  like  occurrence,  were  also  preparing  by  getting 
their  boats  well  up  on  the  sound  ice,  and  their  things  in  them.  I  was  shortly 
on  deck  to  look  for  myself,  and  was  soon  convinced  how  helpless  the  position  of 
all  was.    The  two  northerly  vessels  were  in  a  most  precarious  position,  the  ice 
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piling  up  about  them,  and  throwing  them  into  various  positions,  approaching 
each  other  in  a  manner  that  no  human  power  could  avoid  their  contact.  The 
American  was  the  westernmost  ship,  and  heeling  much  to  port,  the  "  Alexander  " 
a  little  within,  or  to  the  S.E.,  not  appearing  to  drive  so  fast,  but  approaching  us 
as  well  as  each  other,  and  I  certainly  felt  very  apprensive  for  our  safety. 

One  of  the  mates  of  the  American  now  came  on  board  for  help,  and  as  I  was 
about  to  send  a  party  off,  another  messenger  arrived,  saying  that  they  could  do 
without ;  and  before  we  could  look  round  this  last  was  succeeded  by  one  more, 
to  say  it  was  of  no  use,  the  ship  was  bilged,  and  nothing  now  could  be  done. 
This  was  a  clincher ;  however,  the  ice  had  stopped,  and  all  were  in  hopes  it 
would  remain  quiet. 

I  sent  off  immediately  to  acquaint  Sir  E.  Belcher  with  what  had  happened, 
and  in  the  meantime  commenced,  together  with  the  crew  of  the  ship  alongside, 
again  to  work  on  the  ice,  in  an  endeavour  to  get  further  in  the  floe  to  the  east- 
ward. It  was  heavy  work ;  nevertheless,  by  eight  o'clock  that  evening  we  had 
got  so  far  in  that  we  might  fairly  consider  ourselves  in  safety. 

Sir  Edward  had  visited  the  American,  and  finding  from  the  carpenters  of  the 
squadron  that  she  could  be  sufficiently  repaired  to  prosecute  her  voyage,  they 
were  forthwith  ordered  to  commence  ;  and  by  the  aid  of  a  few  charges  of 
powder  the  ice  about  her  was  rased,  so  that  altogether  by  the  afternoon  she 
was  upright,  and  again  in  a  condition  to  go  to  work,  much  to  the  delight  of 
her  poor  skipper. 

Hopes  were  now  entertained  that  the  worst  was  over,  and  the  wind  in  the 
afternoon  come  in  from  south  and  S.E.  In  the  evening,  and  throughout  the 
night,  it  Avas  E.S.E.,  with  every  appearance  towards  morning  of  a  change, 
barometer  falling  too. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  8th  the  wind  was  fresh  from  S.E.  with  a  dark 
and  threatening  looking  sky,  boding  no  good ;  and  anxiety  was  depicted  on 
many  a  countenance.  There  was  indeed  some  cause  for  it,  for  at  4  the  ice 
was  again  on  the  move,  closing  in  on  all  very  fast,  and  the  poor  American 
was  once  more  to  be  the  sufferer  ;  this  time  past  a,ll  recovery.  She  was  nipped 
on  the  broadside,  directly  in  the  old  place ;  and  the  water  was  soon  pouring 
into  her  in  a  steady  stream.  She  was  also  approaching  fast  towards  us,  and  we 
could  do  nothing  to  prevent  it,  or  get  out  of  the  way.  At  last  she  drove  on  to 
the  "  Alexander,"  and  was  brought  up  by  her  bowsprit  holding  fast  under  his 
forestay.  Here  for  a  short  time  she  stopped,  or  rather  the  ice  did,  and  all  was 
still,  but  only  for  a  very  short  period. 

The  wreck,  as  we  may  now  fairly  call  her,  by  the  next  move  in  the  ice, 
twisted  the  "  Alexander  "  round,  her  head  from  being  N.N. W.  to  S.W.,  and 
both  surged  to  the  S.E.,  when  the  "  M'Lellan,"  by  cutting  his  own  forestay, 
carrying  the  others  jibboom,  and  straining  his  bowsprit,  shook  him  clear. 

The  Englishman,  in  payment,  I  suppose,  for  the  damage  he  had  done,  shouted 
out,  "  Ah !  you  have  got  a  very  good  windlass,  which  will  suit  me  well,  and  as 
ours  is  a  bad  one  I  shall  take  it."  So  you  may  imagine  what  all  were  looking 
for,  in  spite  of  there  being  quite  as  much  chance  of  any  one  being  placed  in  the 
same  predicament. 

The  "  M'Lellan  "  was  now  lying  with  her  head  about  N.N.E.,  the  "  Alexan- 
der" S.W.,  and  both  driving  towards  us.  Wc  were  lying  in  dock  with  our  head 
about  west;  so  there  was  great  probability  of  having  both  of  them  on  board, 
when,  fortunately  the  ice  again  stopped,  but  as  the  wind  was  freshening  no  one 
expected  it  to  be  at  rest  long. 

In  the  meantime  I  made;  ev(^ry  prejiiiratioii  that  was  possible  ;  the  ])oats  were 
lowered  down,  and  hauled  well  in  on  th(!  ice,  royal  and  top-gallant  yards  sent 
down,  and  niiists  housed,  and  if  the  American  should  (;lear  us,  it  would  only  be 
l)y  a  close;  shave  across  our  bows  ;  the  jibboom  was  lluM'elbre  got  in  on  deck. 
'J'lu;  "  Alexander,"  if  she  drove  any  moi'e,  would  take  us  amidships,  which  we 
could  not  avoid.  However,  I  was  in  hopes  she  would  not,  as  what  little  she  did 
move,  after  Jonathan  shook  her  clear,  was  rather  broiulside  on  and  to  the  east- 
M'urd.  In  the  (;vent  ol' any  |)r(;ssure  i'roni  forward  or  to  the  westward,  the  ic^^ 
iisterii  was  blown  up,  ho  that  the;  resistance  nu'ght  be  less.  wM 

I  (;an  fairly  say  that  I  have  n(>ver  been  placed  in  su(;h  a  liel|)less  ])ositioh 
before.  Here  man's  clIbrtH  are  of  little  a,va.il ;  only  one  j)ower  can  help  us,  and  that  ^ 
help  waH  not  wanting.    With  tlu;  next  move  oi'  the  i(;c,  the  American  came  on 
ui,  lint,  iiiosf.  providentially,  took   Ihc  strongest  part  of  iJie  ship.    It  was 
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7.30,  A.M.  when  her  stern  came  in  contact  with  our  starboard  bow,  and  on  her  jj^j^^U^y  l^''^: 
head  canting  a  httle  more  to  the  eastward  our  cathead  jammed  into  her  quarter  into  us.  ^'^^^ 
(close  abaft  the  mizen  chains),  and  was  broken  close  off,  heeling  us  well  over  to 
port,  and  pressing  heavily  on  the  ship  alongside.  Fortunately  again  for  her, 
there  was  a  cessation  in  the  run  of  ice,  or  I  verily  believe  we  should  have  crushed 
through  the  unfortunate  "  Jane  "  (whaler),  stowed  as  our  hold  was,  forming 
one  solid  mass,  with  the  weight  of  another  ship,  fully  as  large  as  ourselves. 
Our  poor  dock  mate  would  indeed  have  fared  badly,  with  his  empty  hold. 

Seizing  this  opportunity  of  quiet,  I  went  to  the  "  Assistance,"  to  report  occur- 
rences. Sir  E.  Belcher  returned  with  me,  and  stepping  across  to  the  quarter 
deck  of  the  wreck  from  our  forecastle,  he  suggested  our  getting  the  starboard 
bower  chain  out,  pass  it  (outside)  across  the  American's  stern,  along  the  side, 
and  in  on  his  port  gangway,  and  make  it  fast  round  his  main  mast,  then  heave  Precautions, 
well  taut.  We  had  scarcely  secured  it  when  another  move  came  on,  but  the 
wreck  was  so  effectually  held  that  she  could  do  no  further  injury.  A  few  feet 
more,  and  our  bowsprit  would  have  gone,  the  "  Jane  "  then  would  probably  have 
been  the  sufferer,  and  that  most  seriously. 

The  American  captain  was  in  great  distress,  and  to  add  to  which  his  ship  was 
crowded  with  numbers  from  the  other  whalers,  by  no  means  scrupulous  in 
appropriating  to  themselves  anything  which  took  their  fancy.    It  was  however  Wreck  handed  over 
soon  put  a  stop  to,  for  the  master  finally  gave  up  the  wreck  to  us,  when  by    *®  squadron. 
Sir  E.  Belcher's  orders  she  was  speedily  cleared  of  all  intruders,  the  pennant 
hoisted,  and  sentries  posted  to  keep  every  one  out. 

Working  parties  now  from  each  ship  of  the  squadron  were  sent  on  board,  and 
commenced  clearing  the  holds,  and  transferring  all  provisions,  stores,  &c.  to  our 
decks  for  a  survey,  previous  to  distribution  of  all  such  as  we  took. 

Throughout  the  remainder  of  the  day  the  ice  occasionally  moved,  and  although 
it  set  close  home  it  did  the  most  northern  ships  no  injury.  Not  so  with  some 
of  the  others,  for  many  of  them  suffered  seriously  in  the  middle  group.  Their 
crews  were  preparing  for  the  worst,  by  cutting  up  the  ice,  getting  their  boats, 
chests,  bedding,  &c.  well  in  on  the  ice,  also  provisions.  It  was  a  bustling  scene, 
although  a  melancholy  one,  and  one  for  much  reflection,  to  'think  that  some  if 
not  all  of  these  productions  of  man's  industry  might  in  a  moment  be  a  heap  of 
wreck  and  ruin. 

Until  the  morning  of  the  12th  we  had  no  move  in  the  ice,  although  the  Weather, 
weather  has  been  frequently  threatening.  The  wind  was  then  E.S.E.  light,  but 
increased  at  noon,  and  although  there  was  no  perceptible  movement  in  the  ice, 
yet  the  wreck  was  evidently  bearing  her  weight  more  heavily  on  us,  from  our 
increased  heel  to  port.  It  hangs  on  us  just  like  an  incubus ;  but  it  was  most 
fortunate  for  all  the  others  that  we  were  in  a  position  to  receive  the  shock,  and 
so  effectually  check  it.  Had  it  been  otherwise,  many  of  them  would  have  been 
broken  up  by  this  time  ;  not  another  ship  in  the  lot  present  would  have  stood,  as 
the  "  North  Star  "  has  ;  she  has  well  proved  her  strength,  and  the  whalers  seem 
to  appreciate  it,  for  I  have  heard  them  exclaim,  on  looking  at  her,  if  I  may  so 
speak,  "  keeping  her  shoulder  to  the  wheel  so  resolutely,"  "  Here  is  a  ship  that  will 
see  us  all  down  !" 

In  the  event  of  the  ice  moving  with  this  increasing  wind,  I  had  it  cut  up  in  Southerly  ships 
small  pieces  astern  where  it  was  heaviest,  and  in  the  afternoon  the  vrind  came  nipped, 
from  S.E.  b.  S.,  blowing  in  heavy  squalls,  causing  an  increase  of  pressure  ;  and 
learning  that  the  southerly  ships,  together  with  "Assistance,"  "  Resolute,"  and  their 
tenders,  had  had  a  slight  nip,  I  began  to  get  very  uneasy,  knowing  we  could 
get  no  assistance  from  them,  if  required.    In  the  evening  the  weather  became 
more  threatening,  and  I  requested  and  got  permission  to  cut  away  the  masts  of  Cut  awny  masts  and 
and  scuttle  the  wreck,  for  it  was  the  only  way  I  sav/  of  getting  her  clear  of  us 
before  the  ice  broke  up,  when  it  might  be  attended  with  serious  consequences. 

After  getting  the  lov^er  yards  down,  and  scuttling  her  well  down  on  the  port 
run,  the  masts  were  sent  over  the  side,  when  in  a  very  short  time,  from  the  water 
pouring  in  so  fast,  with  that  already  in  her,  she  settled  down  very  much,  thus 
at  once  relieving  the  ship  of  great  pressure. 

On  the  morning  of  the  13th  the  wreck  was  evidently  in  her  last  throes.  At  isth. 
two  she  gave  a  heavy  roll  to  starboard,  and  pressed  us  astern,  then  surged 
a  head,  and  sank  well  down,  entirely  clear  of  our  hull;  when  the  old  ship  sprung 
up  from  her  leaning  position  relieved,  and  rattling  her  rigging,  as  if  she  sensibly 
felt  it.  At  all  events  it  was  a  great  relief  to  us,  and  in  the  course  of  the  day 
IV.  5  B 
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she  sank  further  down  in  the  water,  her  plank  sheer  just  showing  above  the 
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Nothing  now  was  to  be  done  but  get  all  a-taunto  again,  and  quietly  watch 
the  ice  for  an  opportunity  to  move.  We  had  all  got  a  pretty  good  share  of 
wood  out  of  the  wreck,  and  amongst  other  things  was  her  lower  mast,  cut  intcj, 
lengths,  and  stowed  on  our  decks  wherever  we  could  find  space  ;  rather  a  difficult 
job,  for  every  place  was  now  so  full  that  we  could  barely  find  room  to  work  the 
purchases  for  shipping  and  unshipping  the  rudder. 

Our  latitude  on  the  14th  was  75°  23'  N.  and  longitude  61°  .39'  35"  W.  Very 
httle  difference  in  our  position  since  the  10th,  the  high  land  about  Cape  Walker 
very  distinct. 

Fog,  rain,  and  snow  all  took  their  turn  in  visiting  us,  making  everything  cold 
and  uncomfortable,  and  all  were  getting  heartily  tired  of  the  detention,  the 
^vhalers  in  particular,  who  were  quite  in  despair  of  making  anything  of  a 
Jecent  cargo  this  year.  The  tedium  of  such  inactivity  was  sometimes  cheered 
by  the  appearance  of  a  white  bear,  and  by  one  in  particular,  who  walked  close 
up  to  the  ships  before  he  was  discovered,  and  what  was  more,  he  got  away  from 
the  numerous  sportsmen  who  sallied  forth  to  capture  him. 

On  the  l6th  our  latidude  was  75°  9'  and  longitude  61°  2.3'  W.,  showing  a 
drift  to  the  S.E.,  but  yet  no  hopes  of  getting  on.  The  land  about  Cape  Walker 
and  JNIelville  Monument  plainly  visible. 

On  the  1 8th  we  were  driving  to  the  N. W.  with  the  pack,  evincing  a  hope  of 
soon  getting  out  of  durance.    The  latitude  at  noon  75°  15'  N. 

The  20th  was  beautifully  fine  weather,  and  very  warm  too,  the  ice  also  open- 
ing out  in  all  directions.  In  the  course  of  the  afternoon  our  squadrons  were 
once  more  assembled  close  together,  all  ready  for  a  further  move  to  get  northerly. 
The  whalers  had  evidently  made  up  their  minds  to  go  south  and  cross,  giving 
up  all  idea  of  getting  to  the  west  waters  by  a  northerly  route  in  any  reasonable 
time  for  fishing  in  Ponds  Bay.  It  will  be,  for  us,  parting  with  the  last  links  of 
Old  England  for  a  time ;  but  most  of  them  would  be  very  glad  of  it,  for  they 
have  found  that  the  man-of-war  would  not  let  them  do  as  they  thought  proper, 
in  spite  of  their  Greenland  law.  Our  letters  were  therefore  closed  up,  and  put 
on  board  the  "  True  Love  "  (Parker),  that  we  might  have  nothing  to  detain 
us  at  the  very  first  movement  of  opening  out.  Our  latitude  at  noon  was 
75°  18'  28"  N.  longitude  6l°  19'  29"  W. 

Wednesday  21st,  latitude  at  noon  75°  15'  N.,  longitude  61°  19'  W.,  a  drift 
to  the  southward  ;  however  the  ice  was  opening  out,  and  in  the  forenoon  there 
was  a  move  amongst  the  whalers.  At  2  p.m.  the  "  Assistance "  made  the 
signal,  to  close  up,  and  our  squadron  could  move  on  in  a  lane  of  water  to  the 
N.W.  All  the  other  ships  were  now  under  sail,  going  southerly,  except 
one,  the  "  Alexander ;"  and  learning  his  intention  on  closing  to  go  north, 
Sir  Edward  Belcher  gave  him  the  benefit  of  our  steam,  and  he  accompanied  us 
all  through  Melville  Bay.  Great  service  he  rendered  us  in  the  "  North  kStar," 
for  his  crew  being  so  much  more  numerous  than  ours,  together  we  could  get 
on  very  well  in  the  tracking,  when  the  two  other  ships  with  their  tenders 
were  away  from  us. 

The  "  Assistance "  and  " Pioneer"  went  ahead  of  us  the  first  day,  and  were 
never  within  speaking  distance,  except  by  signal  on  the  24th  and  25th,  or  in 
siglit  after,  until  they  came  into  tlic  floe  edge  in  Erebus  and  Terror  Bay, 
Becchey  Island. 

'i'he  "  Inti-c])i(l "  tliercfore  had  at  times  three  ships  towing,  and  did  her 
work  well,  when  iifter  innucroiis  st()])p;iges  by  nips  cS^c,  which  we  would  en- 
deavour to  open  l)y  powder  and  saws,  and  liaviiig  received  sundry  scratches 
from  each  otlier,  wc  once  more  got  into  open  water  on  Sunday  the  1st  of 
August,  a  short  way  S.E.  of  (Jape  York,  the  N.W.  extreme  of  Melville  Bay. 
At  noon  our  laXitude  was  75"  7'  N.,  Cii[)o  York  bcai'ing  N.  85"  W.,  (hstant 
about  three  niilea. 

Seeing  Es(|uinuuix  in  the  \)ny  ^.K.  of  tJie  ])oInt,  we  all  ran  into  the  (lot"  edge, 
and  hehl  on  I'or  a,  short  time  whik;  eoiuniuniealing,  and  found  Sir  1*].  Belclier 
liad  been  here  the  day  before. 

Here  for  the  first  time  we  saw  the  r(^d  snow,  but  could  not  ])ereeive  that  the 
colour  was  (|uit(;  Ko  hright  as  I  have  seen  in  a,  representation.  l*erha,|)s  under 
otlier  circumHtanccH,  a  (hll'erent  liglit,  for  instance,  or  colouring  matter  stronger, 
the  Hhudes  may  hIiow  out  more  vividly.    'J'he  Esquimaux  too  that  we  saw, — 
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few  certainly, — fall  very  short  of  what  I  have  expected  from  the  description.      August  lesa. 
Those  I  have  seen  on  the  whole  seaboard  of  Northern  America  are  immea- 
surably  superior. 

We  sailed  out  of  the  bay  in  the  afternoon,  and  stood  along  the  coast  to  the 
north,  watching  for  an  opening  to  push  through  the  ice  for  the  west  water.  It 
was  however  too  thick  and  heavy  yet ;  and  with  "  Resolute,"  "  Intrepid  "  and 
whaler  held  on  to  the  northward.  Our  last  letters  were  sent  on  board  the 
"  Alexander  "  this  evening. 

The  next  morning  a  fog  came  on  with  a  light  wind  from  E.  N.E.,  which  at 
6  began  gradually  to  increase,  and  the  mist  would  open  into  long  lanes  of  clear 
space,  allowing  us  to  see  obstructions  to  seaward.  At  8  Cape  Dudley  Diggs 
bore  N.  48°  40'  W.,  and  Ragged  Island  N.  54°  W.  We  were  still  running 
along  the  land  with  a  favourable  breeze,  but  no  prospect  yet  of  rounding  the 
middle  ice.  At  noon  it  was  decidedly  not  so  close,  and  the  "Alexander"  "Alexander  "parts 
was  gradually  edging  away  towards  it,  when  at  2  p.m.  we  lost  sight  of  her  ^""p^^^" 
altogether. 

At  3  the  " Resolute "  led  off  the  land,  all  following;  and  until  50  minutes 
after  7  p.m.  we  were  threading  our  way  to  the  westward  through  a  loose  pack 
of  heavy  floe  pieces,  some  of  which  we  could  not  avoid,  consequently  received 
at  times  some  heavy  thumps.  The  fog  too  was  so  thick  that  we  occasionally 
lost  sight  of  our  consorts,  and  both  sailing  better  than  the  "  North  Star,"  so 
much  off  the  wind,  that  they  frequently  had  to  shorten  sail  for  us  to  close 
up.  However,  we  were  now  in  a  clear  open  sea,  with  a  fair  prospect  of  soon 
getting  into  Lancaster  Souud.  At  6.  45.  p.m.  the  Greenland  coast  was  fading  Lose  sight  of  Green- 
from  our  view  entirely,  in  the  thick  mist  Rugged  Island  bearing  S.  50  E.,  and 
the  southern  part  of  Wolstenholme  Island  N.  15°  W.  At  8  p.m.  it  was  snow- 
ing thick  and  heavy. 

What  a  good  opportunity  now  offered  for  visiting  Smith's  and  Jones'  Sounds, 
for  we  were  crossing  the  bay  in  a  clear  sea,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  small 
berg  pieces  seen  now  and  then  ;  and  until  we  got  into  Lancaster  sound,  on  the  Lancaster  Sound, 
morning  of  the  4th  httle  or  none  was  met.    How  soon  a  steamer  might  perform 
this  service  ! 

Where  we  saw  the  next  ice  in  any  quantity  was  between  Cape  Warrender  Loose  stream  of  ice. 
and  the  small  islands  off  Beatrice  Point,  but  nothing  or  not  so  far  off  shore  to 
impede  the  navigation.    It  was  all  loose  too,  and  would  soon  disperse.  The 
wind  at  the  time  was  west,  with  every  appearance  of  its  increasing.    The  land 
was  thickly  covered  with  snow,  and  several  immense  glaciers  was  seen. 

At  noon  our  latitude  was  74°  41'  N.,  with  Hope's  Monument  bearing  N.  35°  position. 
40'  W.,  and  Cape  Osborne  S.  80°  W.  The  wind  was  now  blowing  strong  from 
the  westward,  obliging  us  to  reduce  our  canvass  ;  but  it  was  a  point  of  sailing 
where  the  old  man-of-war  showed  her  superiority  over  the  other  ships.  There 
was  not  too  much  wind  for  her  under  such  a  reduction  of  spars  and  canvass  as 
she  has  suffered  by  her  jury  rig.  And  neither  is  this  the  first  time  on  a  wind  and 
a  good  breeze  that  it  has  been  shown,  that  she  can  spare  any  one  of  the  other 
ships  much  canvass.  Off  the  wind,  and  without  the  breeze  is  very  strong,  they 
beat  her;  but  who  can  wonder?  such  a  heavy  draught,  17ft.  lOin.,  and  little 
propelling  power. 

This  day  we  had  been  several  times  obliged  to  shorten  sail,  run  to  leeward  4th. 
and  back  again  to  our  consorts,  when  on  passing  the  last  time  under  the  lee  of 
the  "  Resolute,"  Captain  Kellett  hailed,  and  desired  me  to  make  the  best  of  my 
way  to  Beechey  Island,  to  meet  the  senior  officer.    We  immediately  brought  Ordered  to  proceed, 
the  ship  to  the  wind,  and  made  all  sail,  and  were  soon  far  ahead  again  in  the 
execution  of  our  orders. 

Our  progress  was  slow  towards  Beechey  Island,  for  we  had  a  continued  Slow  progress, 
succession  of  light  variable  winds,  at  which  time  the  "  Resolute  "  and  "  Intre- 
pid "  came  up,  and  once  the  former  vessel  was  nearly  within  hailing  distance. 
This  was  on  the  morning  of  the  7th,  when  a  light  breeze  springing  up  from  Part  company  with 
S.W.  we  left  them  astern  again.  consorts. 

We  were  never  any  very  great  distance  off  the  land,  therefore  had  a  very  good 
view  of  it ;  but  it  has  been  so  well  described  by  former  voyagers  that  I  shall 
not  attempt  it.  Like  them,  too,  our  compasses  were  very  sluggish,  and  observa- 
tions not  always  to  be  had.  In  latitude  74°  24'  N.,  with  Cape  Hurd  bearing 
N.  73°  32' W.,  I  made  118  W.  variation. 
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August  1852. 
Croker  Bay  shut  up. 


Northern  shores,  Lan- 
caster Sound  best  for 
Depots. 


Sight  Beechey  Island. 


Cairn  found. 


Point  Kiley. 


Make  fast  to  the  floe 
edge. 

9th. 


Wellington  Channel 
ojien. 


CairiiK  and  graves. 


"  IlcRolulc  "  in  bight. 


loth. 

J  1.11)1  itilo  dock 


nth. 


We  were  sufficiently  close  into  Croker  Bay  to  make  out  the  continuation  of 
land  all  round  ;  so  no  hopes  of  a  passage  to  the  north,  if  any  was  ever  thought 
of,  will  be  found  there. 

This  appears  to  me  to  be  a  very  open  season,  for  the  small  quantities  of  ice 
we  have  seen  would  hardly  lead  one  to  suppose  that  we  were  sailing  in  so  high 
a  latitude.  Judging  from  these  circumstances,  and  the  northern  shores  of  this 
strait  being  so  free  of  ice,  and  approachable,  all  large  caches  ought  to  be  made 
there. 

What  the  southern  shores  may  be  in  that  particular  remains  yet  to  be 
proved,  for  all  our  large  depots  are  there  ;  for  instance,  Port  Leopold  and 
Admiralty  Inlet.  Those  shores  we  have  only  yet  had  a  glimpse  of ;  but  the 
prevailing  northerly  winds  would  be  likely  to  send  all  the  ice  there,  and  keep 
it  so  to  a  very  late  period  of  the  season.  In  fact  such  has  been  the  experience 
of  former  voyagers. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th  we  were  off  Cape  Ricketts,  which  bore  N.  74°  W., 
with  the  usual  accompaniment  of  a  light  wind  ;  but  most  anxiously  hoping  for 
a  strong  breeze  (we  cared  not  from  what  quarter),  to  waft  us  on  to  our  desired 
haven.  At  8  o'clock  it  came  fresh  and  fiery  from  the  north,  which  enabled  us 
to  make  a  close  and  rapid  course  along  the  land.  At  9  we  opened  out  Beechey 
Island,  and  at  noon  tacked,  and  stood  in  for  Erebus  and  Terror  Bay.  As  we 
closed  the  land,  saw  the  ice  extending  in  an  unbroken  line  from  Point  Riley  to 
the  island ;  the  ship  therefore  at  a  convenient  distance  was  hove  to,  and  I 
pulled  in,  to  sound,  and  look  out  for  a  good  berth.  I  landed  a  little  to  the 
eastward  of  Point  Riley,  and  on  ascending  the  steep  bank  (a  partial  ravine) 
found  at  the  top  a  pile  of  stones,  with  a  pole  standing  in  the  centre.  On  the 
pole  was  lashed  a  tin  cylinder,  which  I  opened,  and  found  it  contained  a  paper 
left  by  one  of  Captain  Austin's  expedition  in  search  of  Sir  J.  Franklin.  It  was 
I  think  in  rather  an  out-of-the-way  position,  and  where  I  never  should  have 
thought  of  looking  for  a  cairn.  It  was  purely  chance  that  led  me  to  it.  I  kept 
the  tin,  &c.,  to  give  Sir  E.  Belcher  on  his  arrival,  for  it  was  now  very  evident 
he  was  not  where  we  had  expected  to  find  him. 

On  Point  Riley  there  were  two  other  cairns,  one  a  cask,  which  had  been  well 
rummaged  before,  for  the  stones  used  in  its  erection  were  widely  scattered  ;  the 
other  a  long  pole  blown  out  of  a  pile  of  stones,  also  lying  loose  and  scattered. 
Nearly  at  the  top  of  this  pole  was  one  of  Edward's  potato  tins  sadly  battered. 

I  could  not  find  any  document,  therefore  pulled  along  the  edge  of  the  floe 
for  Beechey  Island  ;  when,  after  getting  a  few  casts  of  the  lead,,  made  a  signal  for 
the  ship  to  come  on,  and  at  3  p.m.  she  made  fast  and  secured  to  the  ice.  In 
the  evening  I  walked  over  the  floe,  and  landed  on  Beechey  Island,  thinking  it 
possible  that  the  "  Assistance "  and  her  tender  might  have  been  here,  and 
finding  the  season  so  very  open,  Sir  Edward  had  pushed  on,  after  leaving  a 
document  for  our  guidance ;  however  I  searched  in  vain,  therefore  could  only 
conclude  that  he  was  behind  somewhere. 

From  the  summit  and  western  part  of  the  island  I  had  a  good  view  up  the 
Wellington  Channel,  and  as  far  as  the  eye  could  reach  was  open  water.  To 
the  S.W.  and  about  Cape  Hotham  the  ice  appeared  still  heavy.  Returning,  I 
visited  the  cairn  on  the  low  ridge  of  the  island  facing  Union  Bay  (which  was 
full  of  ice),  and  found  the  liottle  in  which  the  papers  had  been  put  lying  on  the 
ground ;  conseciuently  I  took  it  on  board,  for  the  senior  oflicer's  inspection  when 
he  arrived.  The  next  place  I  came  on  was  the  graves ;  sad  and  simple  me- 
morials of  Bi  itiish  energy  and  i)erscvcrance.  Where  is  the  part  of  the  world 
you  will  not  lind  similar  ?  Arriving  on  board  I  found  the  master  had  nearly 
inude  1  he  side  cuts  of  a  dock,  and  was  working  hard  to  get  in. 

At  ]().;}().  I'.M.  the  "  Hcsolute"  was  seen  coming,  in  tow  of  her  tender  the 
"  Intrcijid."    The  wind  Hght  Irom  N.N.E.  with  a  clear  sky. 

At  2  o'clock  on  the  niorniiig  of  the  10th  our  dock  Avas  finished,  so  we  hauled 
in  and  secured  ;  about  the  s;nne  time  the  "  Hesolute"  mnde  fast  to  the  floe,  and 
at  10  A.M.  liauled  up  alongside  ol' us,  to  take  on  board  the  remainder  oi' Jier 
provisions.  Trevious  to  1  his,  Captain  Kellett,  not  finding  the  "Assistance" 
lere,  sent  his  tender,  the  "  Intrepid,"  out  to  look  for  her,  touching  at  Port 
]^e<>T)ohl,  i\\u\  from  thence  ;ilong  the  eo;i,st  to  the  eastward.  ^ 

'1  lie  weallier  still  very  line,  with  n,  light  wind  from  K.  by  N.  After  breakfast, 
ti'ceoiiniienced  getting  provisions  up,  and  transhippiiiij them  to  the  "  Resolute;' 
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when,  on  the  morning  of  the  1 1th,  she  had  got  her  quantity  out.  At  4.30  p.m.  August  1852. 
the  "Assistance"  was  seen  coming  in,  towed  by  the  "Intrepid,"  and  at  7  she  "  Assistance "  and 
made  fast  to  the  floe  astern  of  us,  and  the  steamer  came  alongside  for  her  "intrepid" arrive, 
provisions,  wliich  she  had  completed  by  the  next  morning. 

When  the  "  Assistance"  made  fast  to  the  floe,  I  went  on  board,  to  report  my 
proceedings  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  and  handed  to  him  all  the  documents  I  had 
found  at  the  cairns.  From  him  I  learned  that  he  had  sent  his  tender,  the 
"  Pioneer,"  to  Admiralty  Inlet,  and,  if  possible^  to  bring  off  some  of  the  coals 
deposited  there  by  Mr.  Parker,  or  the  "  North  Star,"  when  out  before. 

At  I  1a.m.  on  the  morning  of  the  12th  the  "Assistance"  hauled  alongside,  "  Assistance "  hauls 
and  began  taking  in  her  provisions.    The  "  Intrepid's  "  crew  employed  getting  alongside  to  provision, 
patent  fuel  up. 

Whilst  we  were  getting  the  provisions  transferred,  Sir  Edward  and  Captain  i2th. 
KeUett  were  with  a  large  party  searching  the  island  for  any  traces  of  the  lost 
ones,  but  returned  in  the  evening  without  any  success.  UnsKccessfui  search. 

From  this  time,  morning  of  the  12th,  we  were  all  steadily  employed  all  day, 
and  watch  and  watch  by  night,  completing  the  "  Assistance's  "  supplies,  also  of 
her  tender  "  Pioneer,"  which  vessel  arrived  on  the  morning  of  the  13th,  having 
been  unsuccessful  in  the  errand  on  which  she  was  despatched,  in  consequence  of 
the  heavy  ice.* 


Continuation  of  Commander  Pullen's  Journal,  Her  Majesty's  Discovery 
Ship  "  North  Star."— From  March  to  December  1853. 

In  the  early  part  of  March  we  had  very  severe  weather  ;  cold  too,  the  ther-  March  isss. 
mometer  falling  much  below  40  —  ;  but  as  I  had  intended  starting  on  the  10th, 
everything  was  ready  ;  a  heavy  gale,  however,  detained  us,  and  it  was  not  until 
well  on  in  the  month  that  I  could  leave.  Mr.  M'Cormick's  journal  of  pro- 
ceedings in  Baring  Bay,  last  September,  I  only  got  on  the  4th  of  the  month, 
and  a  request  to  forward  it,  together  with  an  enclosure,  to  Sir  Edvfard  Belcher, 
proposing  further  search  in  a  different  direction  and  with  increased  means. 

My  opinion  on  this  proposition  I  gave  in  my  letter  of  proceedings,  dated 
21st  March  1853,  considering  it  inadmissible;  also  that  Mr.  M'Cormick's 
services  were  no  longer  required ;  in  fact  I  had  decided  on  not  giving  him  any 
party  for  further  search,  without  I  received  orders  from  Sir  Edward. 

During  this  detention  gravelling  the  dock  was  therefore  cai'ried  on,  and  was 
good  practice  for  the  men  about  to  travel. 

On  the  7th  another  of  our  dogs  died. 

On  the  night  of  the  12th,  it  was  only  by  the  interposition  of  a  merciful  Pro-  Narrow  eecape  of 
vidence  that  we  were  spared  the  dreadful  calamity  of  losing  the  two  medical  gu^^era^^anrT^jn!^^ 
officers.  In  the  morning  Mr.  M'Cormick,  surgeon,  had  told  me  that  he  should  Assfstant  Surgeon. ' 
not  probably  be  back  by  the  dinner  hour  (2  o'clock),  as  he  had  seen  either 
ptarmigan  or  tracks  of  them,  and,  wishing  to  get  some  for  specimens,  would 
follow  them  up.  Imagining  his  experience  sufficient  in  any  emergency,  and 
that  his  judgment  would  prompt  him  to  turn  back  directly  for  the  ship  if  any 
symptoms  of  change  were  visible,  and  the  weather  being  fine  altogether,  I  had 
no  objection.  The  thermometer  at  the  time  he  left  was  32  —  .  At  10  o'clock 
I  was  at  the  head  of  the  bay  with  the  master,  when,  observing  the  fog  gathering 
up  from  the  southward,  with  a  dampness  in  the  atmosphere,  remarked  that  a 
change  was  about  to  take  place  in  the  weather,  and  directing  a  telescope 
towards  Caswall's  Tower  saw  Mr.  M'Cormick  and  Toms  walking  in  that  direc- 
tion, accompanied  by  two  young  dogs.  I  then  learnt  that  the  latter  officer  had 
got  permission  to  go  to  the  eastern  shores  of  the  bay,  which  was  not  out  of 
signal  distance. 

At  6  P.M.  the  wind  was  still  light  from  S.E.,  with  misty  weather,  and  the  No  signs  of  medical 
thermometer  had  got  up  to  21  —  ;  when  at  7  it  was  so  thick,  and  no  signs  of 

*  For  continuation  of  this  part  of  Commander  FuUen's  Journal  (viz.,  from  14tli  August  1852 
to  the  end  of  February  1853,)  see  Parliamentary  Papers  presented  to  both  Houses  of  Parliament, 
1854,  p.  103. 
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March  1853. 


Party  sent  off. 


Signals. 


Mr,  Alston  returns 
unsuccessful. 


Second  party  return 
with  the  doctors. 


Arrangements  for 
leaving  for  Toint 
i'hillips. 


either  officers  or  dogs,  1  began  to  get  seriously  uneasy.  Muskets  were  then 
fired  and  gong  sounded  occasionally.  At  8  o'clock  a  rocket  was  sent  up,  and  as 
we  could  see  from  the  ship  the  high  land  along  the  northern  shores  of  the  bay, 
I  felt  a  little  relieved  (for  it  was  sufficient  to  guide  any  person  to  a  desired  spot, 
with  his  faculties  about  him) ;  but  when  I  arrived  without  cither  of  them  ap- 
pearing, and  thermometer  falling  again,  now  at  25  — ,  I  ordered  a  party  out 
immediately,  consisting  of  Mr,  Alston,  mate,  Mr.  Shellebear,  second  master, 
and  five  men,  with  sledge,  furnished  with  buffalo  robes,  means  of  getting  a  fire, 
and  a  warm  drink  of  chocolate,  taking  the  precaution  of  seeing  all  well  clad 
imderneath  their  skin  dresses. 

Rockets,  maroons,  and  the  gong  were  now  kept  going  every  half  hour 
throughout  the  night. 

After  midnight  it  fell  calm  and  cleared,  but  at  daylight  of  the  13th  no  signs 
of  either  searchers  or  searched  for.  Another  sledge  was  despatched  with  seven 
men,  and  tent,  fully  equipped,  &c.  for  all  contingencies.  Before  they  had  got 
out  of  hail,  Mr.  Alston  and  his  party  hove  in  sight,  and  all  most  anxiously 
watched  their  meeting,  in  hopes  both  would  return ;  but  alas,  no  !  and  my  heart 
fairly  sank  within  me,  for  I  could  now  only  conclude  that  some  accident  had 
happened,  and  we  should  hardly  see  both  if  one  alive. 

When  Mr.  Alston  arrived,  he  reported  that  he  had  at  first  wandered  in  the 
fog,  when,  eventually  picking  themselves  up  near  the  northern  land,  had  followed 
it  along  to  the  eastward  until  they  came  to  the  beach  of  the  low  and  level 
plain  between  the  high  land  leading  towards  Caswall's  Tower.  As  the  fog  had 
not  cleared,  and  much  snow  was  drifting,  they  stopped,  erected  a  snow  wall, 
under  the  lee  of  which,  by  constant  moving  about,  they  with  difficulty  kept 
themselves  tolerably  warm  until  daylight.  This  was  rather  discouraging,  for  if 
those  so  well  clad  had  felt  the  cold,  the  two  away,  with  barely  more  than  their 
ordinary  daily  clothing,  I  hardly  expected  could  have  safely  got  through  the 
night ;  in  fact,  I  do  not  believe  Mr.  M'Cormick  had  more  extra  clothing  on 
than  a  comforter  round  his  neck.  Mr.  Alston  I  desired  to  hold  himself  in 
readiness  to  go  off  again  at  8  o'clock  with  another  party  in  preparation ;  but 
happily  the  second  one  came  back  with  the  lost  ones,  and  I  was  reheved  from 
the  anxiety  of  a  night  such  as  I  hope  never  to  go  through  again. 

The  look  of  these  officers  was  enough  to  convince  any  one  of  what  they  had 
suffered,  and  light  as  Mr.  M'Cormick  made  of  it,  he  could  not  hide  that  it  had 
told  on  him.  He  stated  that  the  uneasiness  and  trouble  it  would  give  was  the 
cause  of  his  anxiety ;  for  having  dug  down  into  the  snow  with  knives,  and 
covered  themselves  over  with  the  loose  stuff,  he  considered  they  were  safe.  He 
said,  too,  that  he  had  seen  our  rockets,  and  knew  his  position  from  a  glimpse  he 
caught  of  the  pole  star.    Then  why  not  come  on  ? 

On  the  17th  the  weather  began  to  settle,  and  bid  fair  to  continue  fine;  every 
preparation  was  therefore  made  for  starting  the  first  opportunity,  having  pretty 
nearly  completed  the  outline  of  the  bay,  to  show  the  position  of  the  ice  and 
*'  Mary,"  yacht,  which  will  more  fully  illustrate  the  impractibility  of  doing  what 
the  surgeon  has  proposed.  Putting  aside  altogether  the  position  in  which  the 
ship  is  placed,  there  is  sufficient  evidence  to  show  that  the  plan  has  not  been 
well  considered.  She  will  at  all  events  require  every  portion  of  strength  we 
can  muster  to  get  her  afloat  again,  for  the  ice  has  formed  so  completely  about 
her  and  under  her  that  there  can  be  little  doubt  of  her  being  raised  ofl'  the 
ground.  Time,  however,  will  shew  us  tliat  when  we  begin  to  work.  I  do  not 
expect  to  be  able  to  do  anytliing  until  May  ;  at  least,  as  far  as  cutting  ice  goes. 

On  the  19th  everything  was  rcjuly,  and  iUTnngeinents  made  for  sending  off 
the  second  party,  together  with  what  was  to  be  done  for  the  release  of  the  ship, 
I  therefore  determined  on  leaving  on  Monday  the  21st. 


The  temperature  for  the  month  of  Marcli. 
Maximum  1<J. 7+.    Minimum  4G.5-.    Mean  13.28-. 
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First  Journey  to  Cape  Beecher,  &c. 

On  Monday  the  21st  of  March,  at  4  p.m.,  a  party  of  twelve  men  and  Mr.  Alston  2ist  March  i853. 
(mate)  were  ready,  with  equipment  and  provisions,  to  start  on  the  projected 
journey  to  Point  Phillips  and  Cape  Beecher  (WeUington  Channel),  the  two 
extreme  places  of  rendezvous  named  in  Sir  Edward  Belcher's  orders  to  me, 
when,  after  asking  from  a  merciful  God  a  blessing  on  our  endeavours,  and 
protection  in  the  many  perils,  we  proceeded. 

The  strength  of  the  party  was  fourteen,  including  myself,  two  sledges,  and  Strength  of  party, 
five  dogs,  all  remaining  of  the  ten  we  mustered  after  the  "  Prince  Albert "  left, 
the  others  having  died  during  the  winter.    Each  person  was  victualled  for 
thirty  days,  and  the  team  being  yoked  to  the  first  (heaviest)  sledge  and  six  men.  Leave  the  ship, 
leaving  six  for  No.  2.,  our  start  was  a  very  fair  one,  all  in  good  spirits,  and  no 
doubt  of  favourable  results. 

Half  way  across  Union  Bay  was  the  termination  of  the  first  stage ;  and  it  First  stage, 
being  so  close  to  the  ship  that,  after  seeing  the  tents  pitched,  and  evening  meal 
in  preparation,  I  returned  on  board  for  the  night. 

Having  previously  given  reasons  for  commencing  travelling  so  early,  and  the  Opinions,  plana,  &c. 
plans  to  be  pursued,  I  have  little  further  to  say  now,  more  than  that  of  feeling  a 
difficulty  from  the  ship's  position  of  detaching  so  many  parties  to  be  simul- 
taneously at  the  several  places  appointed.  My  visiting  the  extremes,  and 
depositing  all  necessary  documents,  will  be  a  great  object  gained;  and  although  I 
cannot  make  certain  of  getting  to  the  furthest  point,  Cape  Beecher,  still  I  think 
it  will  be  a  better  time  for  crossing  from  Cornwallis  Island  to  the  northern  shores 
by  the  islands,  or,  on  the  contrary,  the  northern  shores  to  Cornwallis,  as  the  case 
may  be,  (for  one  party  must  do  all  the  work,)  than  at  a  later  period,  for 
Captain  Penny  found  open  water  about  the  islands  early  in  May. 

Mr.  Shellabear  I  intend  should  leave  on  the  20th  of  April,  and  my  return,  I 
trust,  will  not  be  beyond  that  time.  He  will  visit  Point  Phillips  only,  leaving 
Cape  Beecher  for  a  future  time  when  it  can  be  performed  by  boat,  unless  he 
should  find  nothing  at  the  former  place,  and  Captain  Penny's  boat  near  to  open 
water,  so  to  enable  him  to  launch  her  into  it.  That,  however,  I  hardly  think 
will  be  the  case  at  so  early  a  period.  Mr.  Goodsir  was  travelling  along  the 
coast  long  after  the  ice  about  the  islands  was  open.  Perhaps  from  its  having 
been  so  mild  a  winter  the  ice  may  be  sooner  out  of  Barrow's  Straits,  and 
Wellington  Channel  again  well  open. 

Mr.  M'Cormick,  the  surgeon,  having  finished  Avith  Baring  Bay,  and  given  up  iir.  M'Cormick, 
all  idea  of  anything  further  to  be  done  in  its  vicinity,  all  exploration  on  his  part 
is  at  end.  My  opinion  on  his  new  proposition  has  already  been  given ;  and  the 
more  I  reflect  on  what  Commander  Inglefield  has  done,  with  a  tracing  of  his 
work  before  me,  I  can  only  say  there  appears  to  be  nothing  in  that  direction 
to  be  accomplished.  The  chances  are  also  against  having  such  a  good  season, 
and  a  certainty  of  not  having  steam  power. 

On  Tuesday  morning,  after  receiving  from  the  master  the  weights  on  each  22d. 
sledge,  and  handing  to  him  orders  for  his  guidance  during  my  absence,  I  left 
the  ship ;  and  on  arriving  at  the  tents  found  all  prepared,  with  sails  set  to  a  w^eather,  b.  c. 
light  breeze  from  S.E.,  so  we  moved  on  to  Cape  Spencer,  inclining-  to  the  ^g^^^™^  g^'^**'^^^^" 
westward,  where  the  ice  appeared  better  for  travelling  than  near  shore.    About  lo  p.in. 
noon,  and  having  been  for  some  time  getting  over  hummocky  ice,  our  sledge  siedge  breaks  down, 
broke  down.    Fortunately  the  progress  had  been  so  slow  that  we  were  not  far 
from  the  ship.    I  therefore  sent  Mr.  Alston  back,  and  in  the  space  of  about  Get  another  sledge 
four  hours  he  rejoined,  and  we  pushed  on  again.    The  bad  travelling  still  ^^'o'^^^ip- 
continued,  and  no  prospect  of  getting  better  or  further  progress  to-day,  was 
short,  barely  reaching  to  abreast  of  Cape  Spencer,  a  distance  of  not  more  than 
four  miles  from  the  ship. 

On  looking  over  the  account  of  weights,  I  found  that  on  the  first  sledge 
there  was  l,532^1bs;  on  the  second  l,422lbs.  This  included  everything.  Of 
course  provisions  for  dogs  was  a  large  item,  but  in  that  we  were  short  nine  days, 
trusting  that  v/e  might  at  least  kill  one  bear  to  make  up  for  the  deficiency. 
We  could  dispense  with  nothing ;  and  allowing  300  pounds  for  the  dogs,  there 
remained  205f  lbs  for  each  of  the  six  men  to  drag  on  No.  1.  sledge.  The  second 
sledge  had  a  larger  share,  237  lbs.  for  each  of  the  six,  yet  they  kept  pace  with 
us,  Mr.  Alston  using  the  belt  frequently,  thus  reducing  their  labour.  The 
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dogs  in  such  travelling  were  of  but  little  use.  The  constant  weights  were 
534  and  552  lbs. 

When  we  stopped  this  evening,  one  of  the  runners  of  No.  1.  sledge  was  found 
sprung,  the  carpenter  was  therefore  sent  for  from  the  ship,  and  joining  us  the 
next  morning  soon  remedied  the  defect.  Even  then  I  thought  our  beginning 
was  to  be  more  unfortunate,  for  before  breakfast  one  of  the  men,  a  marine,  was 
taken  so  ill  with  pain  in  his  stomach,  that  I  feared  to  take  him  on.  A  substitute 
was  sent  for,  but  before  he  could  arrive  the  sick  man  had  so  far  recovered,  after 
a  good  drenching  with  warm  cocoa,  and  a  little  stimulant  in  the  shape  of 
spirits  of  wine  (for  the  rum  was  not  just  at  hand),  and  pleading  to  go  on, 
that  I  would  not  wait  longer,  and  'ent  in  by  the  carpenter  returning  the 
intelligence. 

Mr.  Alston  I  had  sent  on  in  advance  with  directions  to  make  for  the  opposite 
shores,  CornwalUs  Island,  as  I  saw  no  hope  of  getting  northward  along  the 
land  on  the  eastern  side ;  when,  after  a  hard  and  laborious  forenoon,  and  having 
partially  to  unload  the  sledge  twice,  I  managed  to  get  up  with  him,  waiting  on 
a  small  smooth  floe  piece,  where  all  were  glad  to  get  a  rest.  While  the  people 
were  taking  the  lunch,  I  got  a  good  look  round  from  the  highest  piece  of  ice  I 
could  find ;  and  whichever  way  I  turned  as  far  as  eye  could  reach  was  the 
same  unvarying  prospect  of  heavy  hummocky  ice.  In  truth  I  was  beginning 
to  doubt  the  feasibility  of  going  on ;  but  considering  the  urgency  of  the  case, 
and  every  appearance  of  the  fine  weather  continuing,  I  determined  on  not 
giving  up  until  every  particle  of  sledge  was  useless,  and,  however  slow  the 
progress  might  be,  keep  Mr.  Alston  and  two  men  ahead  to  clear  the  route, 
whilst  I  took  on  one  sledge  at  a  time  with  the  remainder  of  the  party.  We 
accordingly  commenced,  and  by  dint  of  perseverance  managed  at  4.30  to  get 
one  sledge  a  distance  of  about  2^  miles  off  the  land,  and  certainly  not  more 
than  six  from  the  ship.  After  a  little  rest,  the  second  was  brought  on,  but  it 
was  not  until  6  o'clock  that  both  were  together,  when  all  hands  were  so  tired 
that  supper  was  no  sooner  swallowed  than  every  man  was  into  his  blanket  bag 
to  recruit  for  the  next  day ;  for  although  the  last  thousand  feet  had  somewhat 
improved,  much  heavy  work  was  before  us  yet.  I  never  had  such  travelling 
in  all  my  life  ;  and  if  any  one  had  asked  me,  after  looking  at  the  route,  whether 
it  was  possible  to  be  accomplished,  I  should  have  said  no. 

All  day  the  weather  was  thick  and  foggy,  except  for  a  short  time  in  the 
evening,  just  lifting  to  show  us  the  land ;  and  although  the  course  had  been 
a  very  winding  one,  we  had  been  able  to  move  together,  and  soon  got  on  what 
we  might  consider  fair  ground  for  travelling,  only  occasionally  passing  over 
heavy  hummocky  stuff",  which  was  apparently  lying  in  belts,  more  or  less  in 
width,  as  I  conclude  either  current  or  wind  had  acted  on  it.  From  the  view 
of  the  land,  we  appeared  to  be  about  five  miles  in  a  N.W.  direction,  although  it 
is  very  certain  that  we  had  gone  quite  as  much  again  in  order  to  keep  on  the 
good  floes.  Prospects  were  however  beginning  to  brighten ;  and  from  this  up 
to  the  29th  at  noon  our  road  and  rate  of  travelling  had  been  pretty  fair,  and 
considering  that  we  were  not  more  than  three  miles  from  Cape  de  Haven, 
although  mucli  heavy  ice  between  us  and  it,  I  hoped  to  get  into  it  that  night, 
and  make  a  deposit  of  part  of  our  loads,  so  that  we  might  get  on  more  advan- 
tageously. Such,  however,  was  not  to  be  the  case,  I'or  the  ice  was  indeed  worse 
than  it  looked  in  its  heavy  continuous  hummocky  masses,  particularly  along 
the  shore,  so  that  it  seemed  impossible  to  surmount  it,  and  no  other  road  was 
open.  Aficr  hard  la])our,  and  having  to  clear  a  road,  we  managed  to  get  one 
sl(  (lg(;  \v)1  hill  half  a  mile  of  the  shore,  from  which  spot,  seeing  about  one  luindivd 
f( ct,  (iiiilicr  on,  and  close  outside  the  heavy  grounded  masses,  a  space  whereon 
\)<A\\  could  aflvance  together,  to  attain  whicli  I  was  cheering  the  men  on,  Avlien 
the  iiiiiiK  r  ol"  the.  sledge  broke  in  two  places,  and  at  the  very  moment  we  were 
clearing  the  worst  })urt.  This  was  indeed  unfortunate,  but  there  was  no  help 
for  it;  when,  after  bringing  on  tlu;  other  sledge,  we  enenni|)ed  on  a  very  rubbley 
and  luieond'ortuhle  situation. 

'ookiiig  at  the  broken  eonveyaiiee,  I  saw  that  the  wood  work  was  rather 
rotten,  the  lower  runners  too  slighl,  and  tlu;  mortice  holes  for  the  staiieheoiis, 
iriHt.eud  of  being  light  lliroiigh,  ought  only  to  be  half  way.  It  gavi-  ine  niiieh 
caUHC.  for  anxiety,  and  conHldernt ion  how  I  was  to  carry  oid:  my  I'urther 
arrangements,  for  this  misliap  had  in  a,  great  measuic  disarranged  I  hem. 
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The  next  morning  early  it  was  very  fine,  but  soon  clouded  over,  yet  the  ^"sothf^^' 
thermometer  rose,  and  kept  up  throughout  the  day,  with  no  wind. 

After  having  the  sound  sledge  lightened,  I  proceeded  with  all  but  two  men 
for  the  land,  which  after  a  little  difficulty  was  reached  ;  and  leaving  Mr.  Alston 
to  bring  on  the  rest  of  the  equipment,  I  went  on  to  explore  for  our  further 
advance ;  and  as  I  was  returning  he  came  up  to  me  with  the  intelligence  that 
our  remaining  sledge  was  broken,  and  before  all  our  gear  had  been  brought  up.  other  sledge  breaks. 
Carrying  was  now  had  recourse  to,  so  that  it  was  late  in  the  day  before  we  got 
all  our  things  together  again. 

These  accidents  rendered  me  almost  powerless,  either  for  proceeding  or  pians. 
returning ;  and  having  no  spare  runners  or  tools  to  make  good  our  defects, 
even  were  it  possible,  it  became  a  matter  of  anxious  consideration  as  to  how  I 
should  get  on,  for  going  back  was  very  much  against  my  inclination,  particularly 
as  the  glimpse  1  got  of  the  ice  in  advance  from  the  point  I  had  been  at  was 
more  favourable  for  journeying  on.    The  wrecks  were  therefore  submitted  to  a 
cai'eful  survey  ;  and  finding  one  runner  of  each  sledge  unbroken,  although  shaky 
and  of  different  lengths,  I  resolved  on  proceeding  with  them,  hoping  for  a  better 
road  (a  worse  than  that  already  travelled  we  could  hardly  find),  and  trusting 
that  with  very  great  care  we  might  yet  accomplish  our  purpose  successfully. 
But  to  take  on  all  hands  was  impossible  ;  to  send  them  back  equally  so,  for  Ther.  8  a.m.  i  - 
there  was  nothing  to  carry  their  equipage  on,  although  it  might  be  possible  to  ^oon  3  +  .  s  p.m.  2- 
make  something  of  the  broken  remains ;  so  I  determined  on  leaving  four  here 
with  the  dogs,  to  await  my  return,  proceeding  with  Mr.  Alston  and  the 
remaining  eight,  and  taking  only  fifteen  days  provisions,  confidently  hoping 
from  the  lightness  of  the  load  to  reach  Cape   Beecher  and    get   back  ' 
again  within  the  contemplated  time ;  if  not,  short  allowance  could  only  be 
for  a  day  or  two.    Visiting  the  boat  in  Abandon  Bay,  I  gave  up  under  these 
circumstances. 

From  the  highest  point  at  the  back  of  what  I  take  to  be  Cape  Rescue,  got  a 
good  view  of  the  prospect  every  way,  also  bearings  of  Capes  Spencer  and 
Bowden,  both  thrown  up  by  refraction.  These  bearings  place  this  point  not  Latitude  75°  1 6' E. 
only  to  the  southward  but  eastward  of  what  the  chart  shows  by  nearly  eight 
miles ;  but  I  can  hardly  fancy  it  is  so  far  out,  yet  I  consider  the  distance  I 
have  come  much  less  than  the  chart  gives.  Longitude  I  had  no  means  of  ascer- 
taining, further  than  by  the  bearings,  for  the  chronometer  stopped  on  the  night 
of  the  25th,  and  to  cold  alone  could  I  attribute  it.  The  land  back  of  Cape 
Rescue,  measured  by  aneroid  barometer,  I  made  342  feet  above  the  ice. 

On  the  morning  of  the  31st  it  blew  strong  from  N.W.,  with  heavy  snowdrift,  sist 
so  that  was  impossible  to  go  on.    The  thermometer  stood  at  zero.    William  Therm.^s'^^-o. 
Harvey,  boatswain's  mate,  was  the  man  I  intended  leaving  in  charge;  therefore  Noon 4  +  . 
gave  him  directions  to  look  out  on  the  eastern  shores,  in  the  event  of  our  not 
bdng  able  to  return  by  the  same  route.    A  smoke  ball  was  to  be  the  signal,  ArrangementtL 
which  if  he  saw  after  fifteen  days  he  was  to  make  the  best  of  his  way  to  the 
ship,  leaving  here  encache  the  two  gutta  percha  cases  of  bread,  besides  all 
other  stores  he  did  not  require,  taking  only  just  sufficient  to  carry  him  to 
B^chey  Island.    Six  days  I  considered  would  be  ample,  and  the  dogs  would 
be  well  able  to  drag  their  gear  on  the  small  sled  it  was  possible  for  them  to 
make  out  of  the  remaining  portions  of  the  broken  runners,  and  which  I  directed 
him  to  get  done. 

At  2p.m  the  gale  so  far  moderated  that  I  had  the  sled  loaded,  and  moved  wind  moderates, 
on.     The  travelling  was  pretty  fair,  occasionally  passing  over  hummocky  Proceed, 
patches  or  belts  ;  when  at  30  minutes  after  5  p.m.  we  stopped,  not  quite  half 
way  between  Cape  Rescue  and  the  next  point  to  the  N.W.,  which  is  marked  in 
the  chart  Point  Decision.  ^     ^her.  s  p.m.  10-. 

We  were  now  considerably  within  a  line  from  Rescue  to  Decision,  and  seeing  wind  light  from  n.w. 
in  the  bottom  of  the  bay  these  two  points  form  a  deep  inlet,  I  walked  towards 
the  western  shore,  and  up  the  gradually  ascending  land  north  of  the  entrance 
for  about  eighty  feet,  when  it  became  somewhat  level,  forming  a  kind  of  spur 
from  the  his/her  land.    Proceeding  on  to  the  southward  for  a  short  distance,  I 

•  •         •  T         1    •    1  T 

saw  directly  under  me  what  certainly  is,  if  water  enough,  and  which  1  cannot 
doubt  from  appearance,  a  very  snug  and  well  sheltered  harbour,  with  ice  as 
smooth  as  a  carpet.  The  extreme  of  the  land  I  was  on  was  to  the  S.E.,  and 
formed  a  point  of  the  harbour's  mouth,  the  northern  coast  of  which  trending  to 
the  westward  for  a  considerable  distance,  then  round  to  S.W.,  so  that  from  an  Helen  Hayen. 
IV.  5  C 
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inner  point  on  the  southern  shore  overlapping  I  could  not  see  the  head.  The 
opposite  shore  was  high  and  steep,  being  a  continuation  from  Point  Rescue, 
turning  sharp  round  to  the  westward.  This  inlet  I  consider  to  be  Helen  Haven, 
and  although  I  cannot  see  the  island  marked  nearly  on  the  line  between  Cape 
Rescue  and  Decision  in  the  charts,  supposed  it  to  be  covered  with  ice,  for  out- 
side of  this  line  the  ice  is  very  heavy,  and  in  several  places  piled  up  as  if 
something  was  underneath  it. 

The  next  day  we  got  up  to  Point  Decision  in  time  to  get  a  meridian  altitude 
and  bearings,  and  for  the  first  time  found  traces  of  others  having  been  here, 
taking  out  of  a  small  pile  of  stones  on  the  point  one  of  Mr.  Goodsir's  notices, 
dated  14th  June  1851,  on  his  return  from  the  westward.  The  latitude  of  Cape 
Decision  was  75°  21'  i"  N.,  Cape  Rescue  bearing  S.  27  E. 

The  travelling  was  decidedly  better,  and  following  round  another  bay,  or 
only  indentation,  I  should  say,  sometimes  on  the  floe,  sometimes  on  the  land,  we 
came  to  a  low  shingly  tongue  of  land  about  ^  past  4,  and  stopped  for  the  night. 
Cape  Decision  bore  from  this  point  S.  42°  E.  five  or  six  miles ;  and  I  should 
also  say  that  it  is  the  Point  Manning  of  the  Americans,  from  its  agreeing  Avith 
the  description,  yet  I  see  no  island  off  it,  nothing  but  one  immense  pile  of  ice, 
which  may  probably  cover  it  if  low. 

The  next  day  proceeding,  and  still  alternating  from  land  to  floe  ;  at  3  o'clock 
in  the  afternoon  we  were  making  for  a  beach  between  two  high  bluffs,  the  good 
floe  just  finishing  ;  when,  on  surmounting  the  ice  forced  on  the  shore,  saw  two 
very  distinct  poles  protrading  well  out  of  the  snow,  which  on  getting  close  too 
proved  to  be  from  a  boat.  This  was  quite  unexpected,  and  had  the  floe  con- 
tinued good,  as  it  began  with  us  an  hour  hence,  we  certainly  should  have 
passed  it,  particularly  as  it  was  not  here  that  I  should  have  looked  for  Captain 
Penny's  boat,  which  I  concluded  it  to  be,  and  the  large  sled  was  close  too 
on  which  she  had  been  carried.  I  always  thought  this  boat  was  much  further 
to  the  westward,  and  from  the  position  assigned  her  in  what  is  called  Abandon 
Bay  the  whole  southern  shores  of  Baillie  Hamilton  Island  are  visible.  As  yet 
we  have  only  had  a  glimpse  of  one  point  of  it,  the  S.E.,  and  that  not  from  this 
spot ;  in  fact  the  island  is  entirely  shut  in  from  this  by  the  trending  of  the 
land.  The  eastern  shores  of  Wellington  Channel  are  visible  for  a  considerable 
way  south,  but  I  hardly  think  myself  yet  up  to  Point  Phillips.  Cape  Decision 
bears  from  the  boat  S.  43°  E.,  distant  in  a  straight  line  from  our  travelling  about 
11  miles,  which  makes  the  latitude  of  the  boat  75°  29'  N.  At  all  events, 
to-morrow  being  Sunday,  a  day  I  have  up  to  this  time  endeavoured  to  keep 
quiet,  I  decided  on  encamping  here ;  and  while  the  people  were  uncovering  the 
boat,  and  getting  supper  ready,  I  walked  along  the  steep  land,  which  sloped 
directly  down  to  the  very  narrow  beach  (now  covered  with  piled  ice)  to  the 
northward  for  about  three  miles.  Here,  from  the  high  land,  with  an  elevation 
of  about  400  feet,  and  at  the  back  of  a  bluflP  point,  I  got  a  good  view  round, 
not  only  of  a  large  portion  of  the  southern  shores  of  Baillie  Hamilton  Island, 
but  the  whole  of  the  northern  shores  of  Wellington  Channel  quite  round  to 
what  I  call  Cape  Osborn,  with  the  exception  of  the  low  part  about  Baring  Bay. 
After  getting  a  few  bearings,  I  returned  to  the  camp,  and  found  that  Mr.  Alston 
had  laid  bare  the  boat ;  handing  to  me  notices  both  of  Captain  Penny  and 
Mr.  Goodsir's  visit,  which  were  copied  and  replaced. 

"^J'he  provision  of  whicli  (Japtain  Penny  speaks  was  very  deficient.  Bread  there 
was  about  50  lbs.,  which  was  very  damp,  3  lbs.  of  tea,  3  one  lb.  cases  of  soup, 
and  a  little  salt,  was  all  we  found ;  a  short  ten  days'  provision  for  a  boat's 
crew  at  any  rate  of  victualling.  A  little  tobacco,  and  lots  of  old  worn-out 
clothes,  boots,  and  one  blanket  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  mark  of  three  points  on 
it,  whic:h  I  allowed  my  men  to  take  for  feet-wrappers,  the  two  pair  being  hardly 
sufficient.  (Jaj)t;iin  Penny  in  his  notice  called  the  phice  Abandon  Bay  ;  and 
seeing  nothing  wliatever  of  the  ishuids  iroiu  it,  I  conclude  that  the  position 
assigned  the  boat  in  Mr.  Arrowsniith's  chart  was  caused  by  an  oversight. 

'l\>-(l!iy  I  got  11,  meridian  altitude,  which  places  the  boat  furthci-  north 
\)y  a  iiuU:.  than  my  D.li.  (h)es.  Willi  this  latitude,  bearings,  and  estimated 
distance,  I  place  Point  Phillips  in  tlu^  position  the  Admiralty  chart  does,  as  far 
as  lalituflc  goes.  The  1, lending  ol"  llu-  coast  too  agrees;  hul.  the  jiosition  of 
Baillie  i laniilton  i  make  widely  diUcicnt.  However,  the  ])()int  1  visili-d  last 
night  must  Ik;  Point  Phillips,  and  it  is  there  I  must  look  for  a  rec(n'd  from  the 
*'  AHsisf-ancc,"  ;uid  leave  notice  of  our  visit. 
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Now  to  account  for  the  difference  from  the  chart  I  make  of  the  positions  of  April  isss. 
Points  Rescue  and  Decision,  and  then  agreeing  so  nearly  with  Point  Phillips. 
The  latitudes  were  from  actual  observation ;  the  longitude  from  bearings ;  but 
both  agree  so  well  with  my  travelled  distance  from  Beechey  Island  that  I  cannot 
think  it  very  far  out.  I  may  yet  have  an  opportunity  of  testing  it,  for  if  I  find 
nothing  at  Point  Beecher,  or  does  the  party  which  follows,  then  in  the  summer 
it  must  be  visited  again.  Again,  between  Point  Decision  and  where  I  found 
the  boat,  there  appears  to  me  a  long  piece  of  coast  omitted,  the  chart  giving 
the  distance  to  the  bend  in  the  coast  as  little  more  than  four  miles,  whereas  I 
make  it  1 1  by  time,  &c.  travelling ;  and  certainly,  as  before  shown,  does  not 
differ  much  from  the  observed  latitude. 

Not  far  from  the  boat  I  made  a  cache  of  two  cases  of  pemmican  to  lighten  the  Ther.  in  tent  this 
sled ;  also  deposited  in  the  boat  fourteen  cases  of  preserved  soup,  with  other  ^8^+^.  ^ ' 
small  articles  not  actually  required,  which  relieved  us  of  about  90  lbs ;  when 
on  Monday  morning  we  resumed  our  onward  journey.  The  wind  was  fresh 
from  S.S.E.,  when  after  getting  over  much  bad  travelling,  both  on  the  floe  and 
land,  we  came  to  a  good  extent  of  pretty  level  ice,  extending  apparently  from 
the  northern  shores  of  Cornwallis  Island  across  to  Baillie  Hamilton,  and  were 
therefore  enabled  to  make  sail,  which  greatly  eased  the  men,  and  we  got  on 
rapidly.  At  noon  I  got  the  latitude,  75°  35'  &'  N.,  a  little  to  the  northward  Ther.  6  +  . 
of  Point  Phillips,  and  to  the  westward  close  in  shore,  but  it  was  still  in  sight 
not  far  off.  However,  rather  than  go  back  to  search  for  the  "  Assistance's  " 
notice  now,  which  1  made  certain  of  finding  there,  I  pushed  across  for  Baillie 
Hamilton  Island,  leaving  the  close  examination  until  my  return,  although  I  had 
nan-owly  scrutinized  every  point  as  I  came  along.  It  is  possible  that  the 
"  Assistance "  did  not  pass  through  this  southern  channel ;  yet,  having  no 
certain  information  to  the  contrary  ,  I  felt  it  my  duty  to  take  it. 

This  evening  when  we  stopped  we  were  at  least  half  way  across  the  Southern  Tber.  s  p.m.  ii-, 
or  M'Rae  Channel,  having  accomplished  a  greater  distance  to-day  than  on  s.s!\y!^^'^* 
any  former  occasion ;  easily  accounted  for,  from  the  road  being  better  than 
we  have  ever  yet  had,  and  able  to  carry  sail  the  greater  part  of  the  time  ;  12 
miles  I  consider  the  distance  gained.    Point  Phillips  bore  S.  34°  14'  E.  and 
Cape  Washington  N.  33°  43'  E. 

This  morning  the  weather  was  beautifully  fine,  with  little  or  no  wind,  and       April  sth. 
floe  still  good.    We  started  with  a  fair  hope  of  soon  getting  on  the  island.    At  Qutg°^/g^™' 
noon  I  got  the  latitude  and  bearings  ;  when,  after  surmounting  some  heavy  ice  Noon  6  +  .  Lat.  75'^ 
skirting  the  shores  of  the  island,  we  got  into  the  land  a  little  to  the  northward  p|.'  p^'-jj^g  s  37  e 
and  westward  of  Cape  Vesconte ;  travelled  along  the  shore,  rounded  a  low  c.  Washington 
point,  crossed  a  shallow  bay,  and  passed  over  the  extreme  of  a  low  broad  point 
wtich  I  call  Graham  Gore,  and  encamped  on  the  ice  north  of  it,  with  a  fine 
smooth  floe  appearing  to  stretch  far  in  the  direction  w^e  wished  to  travel.  Ther.  8  p.m.  0-5  +  . 

The  next  morning  the  weather  was  still  fine  ;  and,  with  the  prospect  before  us  ^^^^  .  eth. 
of  a  good  floe  to  travel  on,  started  in  high  spirits,  and  got  over  a  good  deal  of  outsfde  8  a.m.  2-. 
ground  while  it  remained  so,  from  three  to  four  miles  off  the  shore.    However,  750^53/3°™^- 
before  noon,  we  got  amongst  the  hummocks  again,  and  for  the  next  two  days  xher.  noon  2.5  + 
it  was  a  repetition  of  the  same  laborious  work  that  we  had  experienced  off  s  p.m.  10-. 
Capes  Spencer,  De  Haven,  and  Ptescue.    When  the  channel  between  Dundas 
and  Baillie  Hamilton  Islands  opened  (which  it  did  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
6th),  the  snow  amongst  the  hummocks  was  so  soft,  with  every  appearance  of 
firmness,  that  we  were  never  sure  of  our  footing,  but  constantly  falling  mid  leg 
deep,  which  for  the  men  dragging  was  really  dangerous  work,  and  our  advance 
became  proportionally  slow.    This  w^as  not  the  worst  of  it,  for  the  ice  in  many 
places  shoAved  strong  symptoms  of  being  very  rotten  ;  and  in  one  spot  I  found, 
over  a  very  thin  crust  of  ice,  a  hole  through  the  drifted  snow  of  not  more  than 
four  inches  in  thickness  to  the  water ;  the  snow  generally  too,  since  we  have 
got  amongst  the  hummocks,  sludgy  and  soft ;  quite  enough  to  excite  un- 
pleasant feelings,  and  it  was  rather  more  than  I  expected  at  so  early  a  period. 

On  the  evening  of  the  7th,  after  having  made  but  a  very  short  day's  journey,         ^  7th.^^ 
in  consequence  of  the  bad  road,  we  were  encamped  about  two  miles  ofJ*  the  ^^-^1^°^^.  il  fgo 
west  shore  of  Dundas  Island,  when  one  of  the  men  discovered  on  its  high  wind  fresh,  east, 
southland  a  tall  and  conspicuous  mark  of  a  dazzling  whiteness,  and  showing  Noon2-^.™8pjii.5 -. 
so  distinctly  against  the  clear  blue  sky  that  I  could  say  it  was  a  monument  wind  light,  east, 
just  newly  white  washed,    With  the  glass  too  it  retained  the  same  appearance ; 
and  not  knowing  whether  Captain  Penny,  the  only  former  visitor  of  these  islands, 
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that  we  are  certain  of,  had  left  a  cairn,  I  determined  on  leading  the  sled,  and 
walk  in  to  examine  it  the  next  morning.  There  was  a  latent  hope  among  all 
that  it  might  lead  to  some  intelligence  of  the  missing  ones ;  possibly  also  the 
"  Assistance."  At  all  events  we  might  see  a  better  road  from  the  highland 
than  we  could  from  the  highest  hummocks  near  the  tent,  for,  turn  which  ever 
way  you  would,  there  was  just  the  same  unvarying  prospect,  giving  no  hope  of 
getting  over  more  ground  than  we  have  done  this  day,  I  am  sure  not  more  than 
three  miles. 

The  morning  was  fine,  but  rather  cold  ;  thermometer  standing  at  14 — .  At 
8  o'clock  we  set  off  for  the  land,  and  after  a  fatiguing  walk  reached  it ;  ascended 
the  hill,  and  it  was  not  until  we  came  close  up  to  the  object  that  we  could 
rightly  make  out  whether  it  was  man's  or  nature's  doing.  That  was  soon 
decided,  for  on  clearing  away  the  drift  snow,  which  gave  it  the  white  appearance, 
and  with  which  it  was  completely  enveloped,  discovered  it  to  be  a  pile  of  stones 
standing  at  least  eight  feet  high,  and  having  in  its  centre  a  wine  bottle,  con- 
taining, to  the  disappointment  of  all,  nothing  more  than  one  of  Mr.  Penny's 
notices.  I  replaced  it,  leaving  also  a  line  saying  who  else  had  been  there ; 
then  returned  to  the  sleds  which  we  reached  about  noon,  tired  out,  and  with 
the  unpleasant  conviction  of  having  lost  half  the  day  in  running  after  what 
might  as  well  have  been  put  in  a  more  accessible  place.  Some  experience 
though  we  had  gained,  for  from  the  high  land  I  saw  that  no  lead  to  the  north- 
ward was  practicable  for  us  at  a  greater  distance  off  shore.  In  shore  we  must 
come,  but  to  get  there,  short  as  the  distance  was,  would  occupy  us  the  whole 
remainder  of  the  day,  so  bad  had  we  found  the  route,  not  only  hummocky, 
but  a  great  quantity  of  soft  snow,  exhibiting  every  appearance  of  a  solid 
surface  through  which  I  had  been  no  less  than  three  times,  and  got  wet  quite 
over  my  shoes.  But  there  was  no  help  for  it ;  Cape  Beecher  was  to  be  reached  ; 
when,  after  each  taking  a  pannican  of  warm  soup,  we  began,  and  by  dint  of 
steady  perseverance  got  over  the  difficulty,  encamping  at  5  p.m.  close  in  on  the 
western  point  of  Dundas  Island,  having  accomplished  not  more  than  two 
miles.  I  walked  into  the  shore,  and  as  1  rose  on  the  high  land  the  prospect 
before  me  became  more  cheering.  Directly  in  the  line  to  Cape  Beecher  there 
appeared  a  long  stretch  of  pretty  level  floe,  exciting  a  very  pleasurable  hope 
of  being  able  to  reach  it  vdth  one  days'  travel ;  for  it  now  became  a  matter  of 
very  grave  consideration,  having  only  seven  clays'  provision  left  of  the  15  we 
had  started  with  from  our  depots  ;  and  it  was  impossible  to  say  how  much 
longer  we  might  be  getting  into  the  Cape.  Since  noon  of  the  6th  we  have  not 
travelled  more  than  eight  miles,  and  not  knowing  what  yet  may  be  before  us, 
determined  to  get  to  the  rendezvous,  took  the  precaution  of  reducing  the 
allowance  to  two  thirds,  which  I  was  happy  to  see  did  not  come  on  the  men 
unexpectedly,  for  they  saw  the  necessity  of  it,  and  worked  on  with  the  same 
unabated  good  will.  Our  grccsc  too,  for  fuel,  as  well  as  spirits  of  wine,  was 
nearly  all  expended,  and  soon  we  shall  have  to  take  everything  cold.  Worse 
than  all,  for  warm  meals  arc  most  desirable  in  this  weather,  and  with  such  work. 

This  morning  was  very  fine,  with  no  wind,  but  clear  cold  bracing  weather. 
At  8.20  we  moved  on,  with  good  hopes  that  this  day  would  see  us  terminating 
our  onward  journey.  We  soon  cleared  the  heavy  ice,  and  opened  out  the 
channel  between  Dundas  Island  and  the  norihern  land,  with  every  appearance  of 
tlie  good  floe  leading  directly  u])  to  Cape  Beecher.  Bears  were  now  seen  for 
the  first  time,  but  too  wary  to  allow  of  our  approacliing  near  enough  to  get  a 
shot.  Numerous  tracks  were  passed,  intersecting  each  other  in  every  direction. 
In  fact  this  really  appeared  to  be  Iheir  hunting  ground;  for  other  umnistake- 
able  evidences  in  the  shiipe  of  mimerous  holes  of  open  water,  with  ice  of  very 
f)niinous  thickness,  and  remains  of  seals  carcasses  in  every  direction,  were  met 
will),  fully  sh')wi!)g  thnt  this  is  one;  of  their  first  localities,  and  \vh(>re  we  may 
soon  lo()k  for  a  disruption  of  the  ice.  At  one  large  hole  a  huge  walrus  was 
lying,  l)ul  ()ui-  ;ipf)ro;icli  aliu'ined  the  creature,  and  he  plunged  into  the  water 
inline  (li;it(  l y.  At  Home,  of  the  holes  Ihe  ice  was  not  more  tliMii  a  couple  of 
inches  in  tliielciiesH. 

Ah  we  drew  towards  C!apc  Beecher,  the  ice  ngiiin  was  getting  very  hummocky, 
conse(|Meiilly  IIk'  l,r;ivelliiig  bad  ;  when  at  .3  im\i.,  finding  that  we  were  making 
Htieh  little  progress  towiirds  the  desired  spot,  w'th  no  hope  of  tlu^  route  im- 
proving, I  innde  up  my  mind  to  (!nean)|),  ;ui(l  go  in  the  next  morning,  ciu'rying 
the   dcHpatchcH  oidy,  so  as  to  lose  no  more  time  in  the  laborious  ell'ort  of 
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endeavouring  to  get  in  with  the  sled.    The  cape  was  about  two  miles  ofFin  a  Apni.sss. 

N.N.W.  direction,  and  close  up  to  it  the  ice  was  piled  in  heavy  mjisses.  I 

could  see  no  cairn  or  signs  of  any  person  having  been  there  from  where  our 

tent  stood ;  but  to  the  eastward  of  it,  on  the  summit  of  a  steep  bluff  point 

( Majendie),  was  a  pile  of  stones  which  I  supposed  to  be  the  cairn  built  by 

Mr.  Stewart  of  the  "  Sophia." 

This  day  I  did  not  stop  to  get  either  observations  or  bearings,  for  I  was  too 
anxious  to  get  on  ;  but  I  had  determined  to  go  back  by  the  eastern  shores  of 
the  islands,  if  possible,  hoping  to  find  a  better  route  for  travelling,  for  we  had 
never  been  able  to  get  into  Baillie  Hamilton  Island  after  leaving  Cape  Graham 
Gore  ;  and  the  leading  over  such  ground  was  most  trying  to  the  eyes. 

This  morning  was  a  dark  and  dreary  one ;  snow  had  fallen  during  the  night,  loth. 
and  now  there  was  every  appearance  of  fog  coming  on.    But  we  had  no  time  to  ^^^j^  to  cTpe  ^ " 
spare,  therefore,  at  9-30  a.m.,  I  took  Mr.  Alston,  six  men,  with  implements  for  Beecher. 
digging,  and  the  despatches,  and  began  the  walk  in  for  the  cape.    It  was  a 
fatiguing  one,  for  it  was  nothing  else  but  clambering  over  huge  masses,  and 
drawing  our  wearied  limbs  out  of  the  treacherous  snow,  stopping  occasionally 
to  get  breath,  and  wistfully  looking  to  the  land,  but  a  short  distance  off,  yet  we 
seemed  to  get  no  nearer.    At  last,  at  ^  past  II,  we  reached  it,  and  after  a  good 
look  round,  without  finding  any  traces  of  others  having  been  here,  we  began  to  Deposit  the  de- 
dig  a  hole  to  bury  the  despatches  in.  epatches. 

Whilst  the  men  were  about  this,  Mr.  Alston  and  myself  made  an  attempt  to  Unsuccessful  attempt 
visit  Sir  R.  Inglis  Bay  ;  but  the  snow  was  driving  so  heavily,  with  the  strong  Bay!^^  ^ ^  ^"^^'^ 
gale  directly  against  us,  that  it  was  with  great  difficulty  we  managed  to  get 
over  two  miles,  at  which  time  the  fog  was  coming  on  so  thick,  and  considering 
our  having  to  return  to  a  tent  lying  amongst  such  a  mass  of  confusion,  without 
the  least  to  guide  us,  for  compass  was  of  no  use,  that  I  gave  it  up,  and  turned 
back  for  the  point  again. 

It  was  3  P.M.  before  we  reached  it,  and  finding  the  despatches  buried,  a  good  Return  to  tent, 
pile  over  them,  with  staff  and  flag  flying,  that,  tired  as  I  was,  the  march  back 
to  the  tent  was  immediately  commenced.  This  was  imperative  on  us,  for  it 
was  only  just  clear  enough  to  allow  of  our  seeing  the  N.W.  point  of  Dundas 
Island ;  the  tent  was  completely  hidden  by  the  ice.  However,  we  went  on 
until  I  began  to  doubt  of  our  reaching  our  camp  that  night,  without  we  struck 
our  sled-track  to  the  southward  of  where  we  had  stopped,  and  run  it  up.  But 
that  was  only  a  hope,  for  it  was  very  possible  that  it  would  be  completely 
covered  over,  so  heavily  had  the  snow  been  driving  all  day.  To  make  matters  Heavy  walking, 
worse,  I  could  hardly  see  a  step  before  me,  and  the  men  were  no  better,  for  it  was 
that  nasty,  dull,  gloomy  weather  when  you  cannot  really  distinguish  distinctly  a 
track  over  snow,  and  we  were  floundering  about  amongst  hummock}^  ice  and 
treacherous  soft  stuff,  with  the  unpleasant  prospect  of  having  to  spend  the 
night  with  nothing  but  heaven's  now  gloomy  canopy  for  a  covering.  To  our 
numerous  musket  signals  we  could  get  no  response.  At  last,  all  thought  they 
heard  the  clashing  of"  kettles,  and  although  it  was  nothing  more  than  imagina- 
tion, as  we  afterguards  found,  still  it  cheered  us  on  ;  when,  most  fortunately,  one 
fellow,  better  sighted  than  the  rest,  got  a  view  of  the  top  of  the  tent,  just  peer- 
ing over  a  lower  hummock,  and  in  half  an  hour  we  reached  it,  wearied  and  tired 
out,  for  I  can  safely  say  I  never  had  such  a  walk  in  all  my  life.  It  was  half  Reach  the  tent, 
past  six  when  we  got  in,  and  although  the  thermometer  was  pretty  low,  6  + ,  all 
my  under  clothing,  flannel,  was  wet  with  perspiration,  from  anxiety  more  than 
exertion.  We  were  glad  to  get  our  supper  and  into  our  bags,  with  a  com- 
fortable assurance  that  to-morrow  would  see  us  on  our  return,  after  having 
successfully  accomplished  what  we  came  for. 

This  night  we  had  four  days  provision,  full  allowance,  left,  so  it  was  high  ProTision  remaining, 
time  to  think  of  returning ;  although  I  should  have  been  tempted  to  go  on 
one  more  day,  had  it  been  necessary,  for  we  had  a  small  quantity  at  Captain 
Penny's  boat,  from  which  we  had  been  only  six  complete  days.    We  should 
feel  the  loss  of  fuel  more,  and  now  it  was  nearly  all  done. 

We  commenced  our  return  journey  this  morning  at  8  o'clock.    The  weather  nth. 
was  cloudy  and  temperature  high,  with  a  light  northerly  wind,  dying  away  TteTIn  tent  21  + 
entirely  as  the  day  advanced.    Intending  to  return  by  the  eastern  side  of  Outside  14  +  .  Un 
the  islands,  I  made  for  Cape  Collins  ;  but  after  a  ffreat  deal  of  fatimie,  and  the  successful  attempt  to 

.  -.ir-iii        T  1T1;       •  T1  get  eastward  of  islands. 

route  gettmg  worse  instead  01  better,  1  was  obliged  to  give  it  up,  and  make  for 
the  road  by  which  we  had  come,  with  the  intention  of  trying  to  get  eastward 
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Tlier.  8  p.m.  7  +  . 


Bears,  seals,  and 
■walrus  seen. 


Dangerous  position. 


Ther.  8  p.m.  7  +  . 


Accident,  Mr.  Alston 
breaks  through  tlie  ice. 


A  nollicr  accident,  / 
t/rcak  lliroiigli. 


again  by  the  middle  channel.  We  struck  our  old  track,  nearly  obliterated  by 
drift,  just  as  we  were  shutting  in  the  northern  shores  of  Dundas  Island,  and, 
although  we  had  experienced  some  heavy  travelling,  managed  to  get  half  way 
down  the  western  shores  of  it  at  half  past  four,  when  we  encamped  among  the 
hummocks,  just  leading  into  a  smooth  floe,  extending  for  about  a  mile,  or  nearly, 
to  the  S.W.  point  of  the  island. 

In  our  course  we  had  passed  many  large  holes  of  open  water,  and  tried  for 
soundings  in  one  with  20  fathoms  of  line,  but  no  bottom.  Two  bears  were  seen, 
one  feasting  on  the  nearly-demolished  carcase  of  a  walms  ;  we  disturbed  his 
repast,  but  could  not  get  near  enough  for  a  shot.  Not  so  with  some  other  animals, 
for  just  as  we  had  given  up  the  chase  of  bruin,  a  large  dark  mass  was  seen  lying 
perfectly  quiescent  to  the  westward.  It  was  conjectured  to  be  either  seal  or 
walrus  slain  by  the  bears,  for  some  of  the  men  went  so  far  as  to  say  they  saw 
them  quietly  feasting  on  the  carcase  ;  however,  Mr.  Alston  and  myself  started  off 
immediatel}^,  when,  on  drawing  near,  perceived  they  were  two  immense  walrusses, 
so  sound  asleep,  and  snoring  so  loudly,  that  we  might  have  got  near  enough  to 
stab  them  with  knives.  We  took  a  position  at  the  back  of  the  largest,  about  a 
dozen  feet  off,  and  deliberately  fired  four  barrels  into  him.  It  awoke  them 
immediatel}^,  and  appeared  so  paralyzed  that  they  seemed  not  to  know  what  to 
do.  One,  however,  greatly  protected,  and  lying  end  on  to  the  hole,  with  his 
head  resting  on  the  other's  body,  soon  backed  into  the  water  and  disappeared. 
The  other  could  hardly  move,  and  made  vain  e{Forts  to  get  round  end  on,  and 
do  the  same,  so  that  we  made  sure  of  the  prize,  and  were  considering  what  an 
ample  supply  of  fuel  it  would  afford  us ;  quite  enough  to  take  us  to  the  ship, 
and  Avould  be  most  welcome.  We  were,  however,  premature  in  our  anticipa- 
tions, for  the  animal  had  moved  a  little,  and  the  two  replenished  barrels  I  now 
poured  in  appeared  fairly  to  pitch  him  into  the  water,  where  he  sank  like  a 
stone,  if  not  dead,  wounded  past  all  recovery,  and  we  gazed  with  disappointed 
feelings. 

It  was  not  until  now  that  the  danger  of  our  position  was  discovered,  for  in 
the  excitement  of  the  moment  we  did  not  notice  that  the  ice  all  around  us  was 
rotten  and  watery,  open  in  holes  and  immense  large  cracks,  and  I  soon  found 
myself  ankle-deep  in  water.  The  sled  and  men  were  at  least  a  mile  off,  and 
did  not  appear  to  see  our  signals  ;  but,  thank  God,  we  got  out  of  the 
predicament,  once  more  on  solid  ice,  and  joined  the  party  just  before  they 
encamped. 

Having  been  frustrated  in  getting  to  the  eastward  of  the  islands  by  the 
northern  channel,  I  purposed  trying  the  middle  one  ;  but  the  next  day,  on 
attempting  it,  our  efforts  were  still  as  unavailing,  for  the  ice  was  not  only 
heavily  piled,  with  soft  snow  between  it,  but  much  was  open  under  the  light 
crust.  And  Mr.  Alston,  in  the  forenoon,  fancying  he  was  stepping  on  firm 
ground,  went  through  into  the  water;  fortunately  the  surrounding  surface, 
close  too,  was  a  little  firmer,  enabling  the  sled  to  stop  immediately,  and  allow 
him  to  change. 

This  happened  while  we  were  making  for  the  direction  in  which  our  old 
track  lay,  for  from  the  way  in  which  the  ice  was  piled,  and  its  treacherous 
nature,  it  was  high  time  to  give  up  the  attempt,  and  return  to  that  route, 
although  bad,  we  knew  more  of  than  in  another  direction.  Alter  the  accident, 
I  would  not  walk  ahead  of  the  sled,  my  usual  practice  for  guiding,  without 
carrying  a  long  pole,  with  which  I  had  detected  many  ]ilaces  over  which  the 
Hied  could  not  go.  At  lengtli,  seeing  to  the  west  of  us  a  small  space  of  smooth 
floe,  with  a  considerable  (piantity  of  watery  and  open  ice  intervening,  I  was 
considering  which  way  to  get  to  it;  at  last,  after  well  sounding  with  the  pole, 
reject  ing  many  courses,  I  stood,  as  1  fully  expected,  on  the  soundest  part,  wait- 
ing for  them  to  come  close  u]),  when  the  ice  went  from  under  me,  and  I  was 
fairly  immcrs(;d  in  a  \'ery  cold  bnth.  So  suddcMi  was  the  shock,  and  so  cold  the 
water,  that  it  took  away  my  breath,  and  1  had  no  time  to  lay  my  slick  athwart, 
ilint  it  might  catch  over  a  larger  suifacc  to  hold  by,  lor  il  wcMit  down  straight 
with  me,  and  wasol  no  use.  Indeed,  had  not  assisbmce  been  most  ])i'ovi(lenl iiuly 
HO  near  at,  hand,  Ilici-e  is  very  little  doubt  ol"  what,  the  constMiuence  would  have 
been.  It  was  only  through  (iods  mercy  that,  the  whole  parly  did  not  get  ill 
with  me,  ho  rott.en  was  IIk*  ice  about.  Luckily,  too,  the  thermometer  aviih 
not  HO  low, — only  nt  /ero,  as  it,  had  been  ;  I'or  to  Ht,o])  the  sled  was  out,  of  the 
rjUCHtion,  luid  might  haye  been  attended  with  sad  residls.    I'ut,  l)eing  quick  in 
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getting  out  of  such  a  ticklish  position  on  to  the  sohd  ice,  I  got  a  change  before       ^^^''^  ^853. 
suffering  more  inconvenience  than  feeHng  very  cold  for  a  time. 

The  travelling  for  the  next  two  days  was  very  little  improved,  until  we  got  isth  and  uth. 
mto  our  old  track,  not  quite  obliterated,  a  little  to  the  north  of  Cape  Graham  Ther^ranging  between 
Gore,  and  we  encamped  on  the  evening  of  the  1 4th,  to  the  southward  of  it,  on  the 
beach  of  the  island.  A  fresh  gale  from  the  N.W.  had  sprung  up  in  the  after- 
noon, causing  the  snow  to  drive  in  such  dense  clouds  that  seeing  beyond  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  was  impossible,  and  we  could  not  have  faced  it  had  it  been  the 
other  way.    The  morning  of  the  15th  was,  however,  fine,  with  wind  from  the  isth.  ^ 

same  quarter,  but  so  moderate  that  the  drift  was  very  trifling,  and  we  could  see  Noon  8^'™' 
Cornwallis  Island  distinctly.    We  therefore  bid  good-bye  to  Baillie  Hamilton 
Island,  and  made  as  direct  a  course  as  possible  for  Point  Phillips.    As  the  day  Crossing  the  Sonth 
grew,  the  wind  increased,  and  setting  the  sail  we  got  on  at  a  pretty  fair  pace,  channel, 
the  men  stepping  out  cheerily,  for  they  were  getting  heartily  tired  of  the  reduced 
allowance,  and  so  keen  of  late  had  become  their  appetites,  that  I  verily  believe 
double  allowance  of  pemmican  would  not  have  come  amiss,  although  some  could 
not  eat  it  on  first  setting  out.  Their  spirits  too  I  had  reduced,  for  our  fuel  was 
expended. 

At  half-past  four  we  got  into  the  land  about  two  miles  W.N.W.  of  Point  Ktach  ComwaUis 
Phillips,  and  pitched  our  tent  in  a  heavy  gale  of  wind  from  N.W.,  with  such  f!^"^"^'       ^  P'™' 
dense  snow  drift  that  we  had  great  cause  for  congratulation  in  getting  so  well 
and  timely  across. 

The  next  morning,  the  gale  was  at  its  highest,  and  the  drift  so  thick  that  it  Heavy  Gale, 
was  hardly  safe  to  venture  on  the  floe,  but  we  could  not  lay  by,  so  proceeded, 
and  for  the  whole  forenoon  I  do  not  suppose  that  we  could  see  more  than  one 
hundred  yards  in  advance  at  any  one  time.  At  last  I  was  obliged  to  make  for 
the  land  again,  and  get  along  on  it  the  best  way  we  could,  but  did  not  reach  it 
before  we  had  put  a  climax  to  our  misfortunes,  by  breaking  our  only  remaining  sied  breaks  down, 
sled.  It  occurred  in  extricating  ourselves  from  some  heavy  ice,  among  which 
we  had  been  led  by  the  impossibility  of  seeing  a  sufficient  distance  to  take  a 
clear  lead.  However,  there  was  no  help  for  it,  and  it  was  a  matter  of  surprise 
that  it  had  not  occurred  before,  as  the  lower  runners  were  so  much  worn  that 
the  least  thing  appeared  capable  of  breaking  them.  To  remedy  this  defect  now 
was  the  difficulty,  at  least  so  far  as  to  take  us  to  Abandon  Bay,  where  the  large 
sled  still  was,  that  Captain  Penny's  boat  had  been  brought  up  on.  It  was  now  our 
only  resource,  and  to  reduce  it  to  a  convenient  size  would  be  rather  a  task,  for 
tools  we  had  none,  further  than  a  small  axe  and  our  knives ;  but  I  felt  thankful 
that  such  means  were  within  our  reach.  The  wreck  was  immediately  unloaded, 
turned  up,  and  by  the  help  of  a  boarding  pike  cut  in  two  pieces.  We  succeeded 
in  making  it  so  far  available  that  at  six  o'clock  that  evening  we  got  into 
Abandon  Bay,  after  a  most  heavy  and  fatiguing  job ;  for  where  the  accident  Arrive  in  Abandon 
happened  was  not  more  than  five  miles  distant  from  this.  At  any  rate  it  was  a  -^^y* 
consolation  in  knowing  that  we  had  performed  successfully  the  mission  for  which 
we  had  left  the  ship  in  every  way,  having  deposited  to-day  the  duplicate 
despatches  at  Point  Phillips,  and  now  we  had  the  means  of  remedying  in  a  great 
measure  our  misfortune.  Provisions  too  we  also  had,  for  on  the  outward  journey 
two  cases  of  pemmican  had  been  left,  and  there  was  bread  in  Captain  Penny's  boat. 
Fuel  there  might  be  sufficient  in  the  remains  of  the  boat  sled,  but  doubtful 
if  enough  to  take  us  to  the  ship.  At  all  events  we  got  a  warm  meal  now,  but  it  Ther.  lo  p.m.  6 
was  ten  o'clock  before  we  got  into  our  bags.  ^"'^ 

The  next  day  was  Sunday,  and  necessity  obliged  us  to  work.   The  gale  not  ^^.^^  ^  ^t^. 
having  abated,  with  still  as  much  drift,  it  was  impossible  to  do  anything  outside  Ther.  ioa.m.'6-. 
the  tent,  and  from  a  want  of  tools,  and  severe  cold,  it  was  evening  before  we 
finished  our  job.    A  small  axe,  a  notched  knife  for  a  saw,  and  the  men's  clasp 
knives,  were  all  the  implements,  together  with  plenty  of  seizings.   We  had  sied  making, 
managed  to  make  a  machine  sufficiently  well  for  our  purpose,  and  although  Ther.  7  p.m.  8-. 
unwieldy  hoped  it  would  take  us  to  the  ship. 

The  travelling  must  indeed  have  been  very  different  when  this  boat  was 
brought  up  from  what  it  is  now.  On  such  a  conveyance,  and  such  a  distance, 
it  would  take  all  my  ship's  company  to  accomplish  it  without  ruination  to  both, 
I  can  safely  say  myself,  that  I  have  never  travelled  such  a  road.  The  boat  was  Dimensions  of  original 
a  25-foot  whale  boat.  The  sled  runners  were  of  solid  pine,  2  inches  thick,  and 
1  foot  3  inches  in  depth,  put  together,  the  whole  length  17  feet,  and  5  the 
breadth.  Six  stretchers,  two  of  which,  the  main  ones,  each  5  feet  3  inches  long, 
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18th. 
Wind  N.W. 
Ther.  8  a.m.  10—. 


Wind  N.N.W. 
Ther.  8  pm.  11- 

19tb. 
Ther.  8  a.m.  9  —  . 


8  p.m.  10-.  Wind 
light,  North. 


20th. 


Cape  Bowden. 


24tli. 


Arrive  on  board. 
Condition  of  party. 


April  1853.  6|  inclics  broad,  and  2  inches  thick  ;  the  remaining  ones  were  the  same  length, 
half  the  breadth,  and  I^^  inches  thick.  On  the  two  main  stretchers  were  checks 
of  3  inches  deal,  extending  the  whole  length  of  sled.  The  weight  altogether 
was  270  lbs.    We  had  reduced  it  about  half. 

On  Monday  morning  the  wind  had  considerably  abated,  and  although  blowing 
fresh  the  drift  was  not  quite  so  heavy.  It  was  still  from  N.W,;  when,  having 
got  our  new  conveyance  loaded  up,  and  considering  that  we  had  every  bit  of 
wood  remaining  to  carry,  the  weight  was  rather  against  a  very  rapid  progress ; 
however,  we  got  sail  on,  and  at  9  made  a  very  fair  start. 

This  travelling,  from  the  late  snow  drift,  had  so  much  improved  that  we  got 
over  about  ten  miles  that  day,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  19th  encamped  off 
Cape  Rescue,  where  twenty  days  previous  I  had  left  four  of  my  men  to  await 
my  return.  They  were  gone,  having  left  a  notice,  with  some  of  their  provisions 
they  had  cacheed,  to  say,  that  from  my  protracted  absence  they  had  imagined 
we  had  not  been  able  to  return  by  the  same  route,  but  gone  down  the  eastern 
shores ;  they  therefore  left  for  the  ship  on  the  1 8th. 

These  men  having  only  taken  six  days  provision,  and  finding  a  small  cache 
of  one  of  Captain  Penny's  parties,  our  depot  here  was  much  better  stocked  than  I 
expected  to  find  it.  We  only  took  just  sufficient  to  last  us  to  the  ship,  consi- 
dering six  days  ample,  with  the  improved  travelling;  and  on  the  morning  of  the 
20th,  having  closed  up  all  snugly  again,  we  made  for  the  eastern  shores  of 
Wellington  Channel.  On  the  afternoon  of  the  22d  we  got  into  Cape  Bowden, 
and  finding  our  cache  made  there  last  September  all  safe,  proceeded  the  next 
day,  and  reached  the  ship  on  the  afternoon  of  Sunday,  24th,  after  an  absence  of 
thirty-five  days,  returning  without  a  single  frost  bite,  and  no  snow  blindness, 
with  the  exception  of  a  little  weakness  in  the  eyes  of  two  of  the  distant  party, 
from  the  glare  of  the  sun  being  so  powerful  for  the  last  three  days.  Harvey, 
too,  was  affected,  but  entirely  his  own  fault,  from  not  using  the  proper  reme- 
dies. 

The  master  informed  me,  that  feeling  apprehensive  of  my  being  still  detained, 
and  that  if  he  longer  delayed  sending  off  the  party  to  proceed  next  they  might 
not  have  time  to  reach  Point  Phillips  by  the  appointed  date,  which  had  been 
arranged  before  I  left,  and  learning  from  Harvey,  who  arrived  at  the  ship  the 
morning  of  the  22d,  the  disasters  we  had  met  with,  and  time  took  in  crossing 
r.  shiiiaiear  sent  off.  the  channel,  immediately  despatched  Mr.  Shellabear,  the  2d  master,  with  thirty- 
four  days  provisions  and  four  dogs  to  Point  Phillips,  and  endeavour  to  commu- 
nicate with  me  if  possible.  But  as  I  kept  in  shore,  travelling  by  day,  and  he 
outside,  travelling  hj  night,  we  passed  each  other,  and  it  being  my  wish  now 
for  him  to  go  to  Cape  Beecher  by  the  eastern  shores,  I  therefore  sent  two  men 
out  with  a  hand  sled,  and  two  days  provision  to  endeavour  to  recall  him.  They 
returned  unsuccessful,  finding  him  too  far  in  advance,  stating  that  his  track  led 
well  to  the  westward.  Under  these  circumstances,  it  will  be  requisite  to  send  a 
party  out  again,  unless  Mr.  Shellabear  gets  to  Cape  Beecher  either  by  the 
islands,  or  keeping  well  to  the  eastward  e;ist  of  them.  Passing  to  the  westward 
will  be  utterly  impossible.  I  would  not  have  ventured  back  again,  after  I  got 
into  Cornwallis  Island,  on  any  account;  and  in  my  notice  at  Point  Phillips  I 
stated  that  it  was  dangerous  to  attempt  it.  The  change  which  had  been  etfectcd 
in  the  short  time  that  had  elnpsed  between  our  going  and  returning  was  very 
ap])arent,  particularly  at  that  one  s])ot  spoken  of  on  the  1 1th.  We  passed  close  to 
it,  going,  on  the  9th,  when  no  symptom  of  open  water  was  discoverable.  It  was 
mo.st  foitunate  that  I  travelled  so  early  ;  but  I  woidd  not  do  it  again  without 
heavy  snows  had  f'liWv.n  during  tlu^  winter,  so  to  fill  up  the  spaces  between  the 
Innnniocks,  and  lessen  the  dieadful  work  wc  experienced  on  first  crossing  the 
Wellington  Channel.  No  person  passing  over  the  ground  we  travelled,  going. 
wf)uld,  corning  back,  over  at  least  15  nn'les  of  the  saine,  say  he  had  been  over  it 
befoie.  The  drift  did  all  this,  and  it  has  also  put  a  very  dillerent  feature 
on  "Krcbus"  and  "Terror"  I'iiy  from  what  it  wore  from  the  29th  September 
1852  to  l"'el)rii;iry  IM.O;}. 

!>y  my  l;it,itii(lcs  and  bearings  I  nuike  a,  dillerence  in  the  eliannels,  contracting 
thcni  very  tniicli,  and  Haillie  llnniillon  Island  I  bring  bodily  to  the  eastward  ;  its 
western  .shores  too  are  i";ithcr  diircrcnt  from  whiit  the  cli!  rt  shows.  Uirlbr- 
tuiiiitdy,  my  chronometer  stopped  from  the  exirenie  cold,  so  loiigilndi'  1  cannot 
Hay  liny  thing  .'d)oi  it  inf)re,  linn  I'lom  bearings;  hut  ndes  were  nil  observed.  I 
/fiiikf  ihr.  (liiitaiice  hetween  l>e(eliey  Ishind  Miid  (;!i|)e  ne<'el;er  il  l  miles,  in  as 
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straight  a  line  as  could  be  travelled  by  the  route  we  took  ;  not  that  I  mean  to       Ap"i  ^853. 
say  we  could  make  it  a  straight  line  in  our  journeying  by  a  long  way,  for  there 
was  too  much  hummocky  ice  in  the  way.    I  think  I  may  say  that  we  actually 
travelled  120  miles.    The  chart  gives  the  distance  136  miles,  the  straightest 
line. 

Going  to  Cape  Beecher  we  were  109  hours  on  the  drag  ropes  ;  returning,  9I4; ;  Time  of  travelling, 
and  8  hours  was  generally  the  portion  of  a  day  kept  the  men  going.    For  32 
hours  I  do  not  think  we  averaged  more  than  2^-  miles  during  the  daily  travelling, 
or  8  hours,  and  12|;  miles  was  the  longest  day's  journey  we  made  over  fair  floe, 
and  occasionally  wind. 

To  the  northward  of  Cape  de  Haven,  as  far  west  as  we  could  see  from  Point  Descriptive. 
Phillips,  the  land  loses  that  steep  mural  cliffy  appearance  which  the  capes  on 
the  east  and  to  the  south  in  Welhngton  Channel ;  present  neither  have  I  seen 
any  of  the  land  so  high.  Cape  Rescue  is  the  turning  point  of  Wellington 
Channel,  or  where  the  land  begins  to  trend  westward,  and  with  Cape  Grinnel 
on  the  east  forms  about  the  1:1  arro west  part.  The  latter  point  is  difficult  to 
discover  without  a  latitude,  or  even  then,  for  its  position  is  as  likely  to  be  out  as 
its  opposite.  Cape  Rescue. 

The  land  at  the  back  of  Cape  Rescue  is  moderately  high  ;  342  feet  I  made  it 
by  aneroid  barometer.  Facing  to  the  eastward  it  is  steep,  but  not  like  Cape 
de  Haven,  which  is  rocky,  and  much  steeper.  These  two  points  may  be  known 
by  the  latter  forming  the  northern  boundary  of  a  deep  bay,  and  north  of  it  the 
coast  begins  to  lose  the  cliffy  appearance.  Point  Decision  is  about  the  same 
height  as  Cape  Rescue.  These  two  points  form  the  bay  in  which  Helen  Haven 
is  situated. 

At  Point  Decision  the  coast  turns  nearly  west,  and,  with  a  low  shingly  point 
and  Abandon  Bay,  form  two  indents,  for  I  can  hardly  call  then  bays.  This 
low  shingle  point,  I  think,  is  Point  Manning  of  De  Haven,  and  is  on  a 
strait  between  Decision  and  Abandon  Bay,  nearly  half  way.  The  whole 
distance  I  call  1 1  miles.  Abandon  Bay  is  rather  a  misnomer ;  it  is  nothing  more 
than  a  straight  shingle  beach  (coast),  extending  back  for  about  half  a  mile  with 
a  gradual  ascent,  when,  rising  abruptly  to  a  moderate  height,  connects  by  a 
gradual  sweep  two  high  bluffs  rounded  at  the  crown,  and  steep  down  to  the 
beach.  These,  I  expect,  gave  rise  to  its  name  bay  ;  for  the  back  land,  being 
covered  with  snow,  at  a  distance  hardly  shows,  but  throws  out  the  two  bluffs 
in  good  relief.    The  connecting  beach  is  not  seen  until  close  to  it. 

The  bearing  between  Point  Decision  and  Abandon  l^ay  is  N.  40°  W.,  and 
from  the  latter  the  coast  turns  up  N.  34°  W. ;  when,  at  a  distance  of  about 
4  miles,  you  come  to  what  I  call  Point  Phillips,  and  the  coast  bends  more 
westerly,  forming,  with  another  bluff  point,  another  such  baj^  as  Abandon  Bay. 
From  this  point,  which  I  call  Phillips,  I  first  got  a  view  of  Baillie  Hamilton 
Island,  west  of  Point  Washington,  which  bears  from  Point  Phillips  nearly  north 
12  or  13  miles  distant.  Cape  Washington  is  steep,  perpendicular,  and  not  easily 
mistaken.  It  is  the  extreme  of  the  island  to  the  IS.E.,  and  the  first  seen  from 
the  southward.  All  the  southern  shores  of  the  island  are  steep ;  and  Graham 
Gore  Point  on  the  west  is  a  low  broad  point,  gradually  rising  as  it  falls  back 
to  a  moderately  steep  bank  or  cliff.  For  about  a  mile  on  the  southern 
side  of  it  was  the  only  point  of  Baillie  Hamilton  Island  that  we  could  get  into. 

Dnndas  Island  is  high,  and  the  N.W.  point,  Point  Little,  a  steep  perpendicular 
cliff 

At  Cape  Beecher  the  coast  turns  abruptly  north,  and  the  long  point  slopes 
down  gradually  from  a  steep  cliff,  which  we  first  saw  in  latitude  76°  0"  N., 
bearmg  N.  28°  W.,  about  12  miles  off. 

Summary  of  Distances  travelled.    March  and  April. 

Distance  from  ship  at  Beechey  Island  to  Cape  Beecher  by  floe  Miles. 

travelling  and  western  side  of  islands  -  -  -  119|, 

Returning  -  -  -  -  -  120^ 


240 

Distance  to  Cape  Beecher  from  ship  in  a  straight  line  -  112 


IV. 
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April  1S53.  J  found  all  well  on  board  the  ship,  except  Mr.  M'Cormick,  the  surgeon, 

who  had  fallen  down  one  of  the  hatchways,  and  broken  a  rib,  with  a  triflng 
case  or  two  of  boils.  The  house  was  finished,  with  tlie  exception  of  painting, 
and  a  few  other  things  which  will  be  better  for  waiting  for  a  more  advanced 
period.  The  position  of  the  ship  was  a  little  altered,  as  far  as  direction  went, 
her  head  more  to  the  jiorthward,  but  she  had  a  slight  heel  to  starboard,  and 
appeared  more  raised  than  when  1  left.  The  lieavy  ice  under  the  bows  had 
been  cleared  away,  and  in  the  line  of  dock  ahead  all  the  snow  dug  flown  to 
the  solid  floe,  and  strewed  with  ashes,  with  everything  in  a  state  of  forwardness 
for  the  release  of  the  ship  as  far  as  could  be  possibly  expected.  My  chief 
anxiety  was  now  for  Mr.  Shellabear  and  party,  for  it  is  not  at  all  unlikely  that 
he  might,  when  on  the  ice  about  the  islands,  on  his  advance  to  Cape  Beecher 
(for  my  notices  left  at  the  boat  and  Port  Phillips  Avill  clearly  indicate  that  he 
must  get  there  if  possible),  find  himself  cut  off  from  either  advance  or  retreat ; 
but  that  I  will  not  anticipate  ;  yet  nothing  can  be  done  until  such  a  time 
elapses  to  justify  such  conclusion. 

As  soon  as  the  men  recovered  from  the  effects  of  their  journey,  they  joined 
those  remaining  on  board  in  the  preparation  for  the  release  of  the  ship,  which 
I  looked  upon  decided!}^  as  our  hardest  task  ;  and  I  must  confess,  knowing  our 
strength  so  small,  misgivings  of  entire  failure  would  often  present  themselves 
to  my  thoughts.  They  became  more  frequent  as  the  work  advanced,  for  the 
ice  about  the  ship  was  particularly  heavy ;  however,  they  were  kept  to  myselfj 
and  perseverance,  with  a  determination  to  leave  nothing  untried,  I  was  well 
satisfied  could  only  dispel  them. 

Part  of  the  winter  housing  was  removed  on  the  23d  of  April.  Snow  and 
gravel,  with  which  the  upper  deck  had  been  covered,  was  cleared  off,  and  every- 
thing in  a  fair  way  for  commencing  v/ith  the  saws  when  the  time  arrived  that 
it  would  be  of  service.  From  the  stem  of  the  ship  to  a  distance  of  260  feet  in 
a  N.E.  direction,  which  I  call  the  dock,  ashes  were  strewed  over  a  breadth  of 
60  feet,  after  all  the  packed  snow  and  heavy  ice  directly  under  the  bows,  which 
had  been  forced  up,  was  removed,  leaving  almost  a  level  surface  of  bare  floe. 
From  the  extreme  point  of  this  dock  the  canal  commenced  turning  off  sharp  to 
the  southward,  and  stretching  out  towards  Barrow's  Straits  in  as  direct  a  line 
as  we  could  find,  of  smooth  ice  and  clear  of  hummocks.  This  outer  part  we 
had  gravelled  in  February,  but  no  effect  was  visible  yet,  or  for  some  time  after 
were  there  any  signs  of  its  having  at  all  penetrated  through. 

While  I  had  been  away  the  ice  appeared  to  have  sunk,  or  the  ship  was  raised, 
for  all  above  the  surface  looked  immensely  high.  I  was  doubtful,  too,  whether 
any  water  was  under  her  bottom,  or  that  all  there  Avas  a  solid  body  of  ice. 
This  I  had  no  means  of  proving  yet,  for  the  ice  was  set  close  home  on  the 
ship's  side,  and  I  did  not  like  removing  any  of  the  banking  at  present,  for  she 
had  taken  a  heel  of  one  degree  to  starboard.  This  lift  after  a  while,  however, 
increased,  and  appeared  to  have  the  effect  of  loosening  the  ice  from  her  bilge 
in  some  places,  on  the  port  side  particularly,  under  the  mizen  chains,  Avhere 
also  was  a  large  hole.  Down  through  this  hole  one  man  went,  and  reported 
when  he  came  up  that  he  had  got  as  far  forward  as  the  gangway,  but  found  no 
ice  fast  to  the  bottom,  or  Avater  underneath. 
May  1853.  'I'hc  Avcathcr  still  too  cold  to  make  any  attempt  Avith  the  saws,  and  the 

occasional  falls  of  snow  drifting  Avould  cover  up  all  the  dirt  and  refuse  we  had 
spread.,  so  lhat  no  signs  of  Avliat  had  lieen  done  Avas  at  all  apparent,  and  the 
Avork  Hcemcd  to  be  endless.  However,  other  duties  equally  indispensable  were 
gone  on  with,  sucli  as  caulking,  which  appeared  to  be  very  requisite  in  those 
parts  that  avc  had  not  been  able  to  protect  from  li'ost  by  the  banking, — finish 
S'oi  lhuinberlaiid  house, — and  refitting  the  rigging  as  far  as^iossible  in  the  present 
t,eni))cratiire,  all  of  Avhi(;h  hiiler  duty  was  accomplished  by  the  21st,  to  the 
rattling  down.  Il  was  most  ibiliinati!  that  we  ha(l  not  lost  this  ()|)|K)rtunity, 
for  about  that  linn;  came  on  such  n.  conl inmUion  of  cold  and  stormy  Aveather 
that  if  was  hardly  befor-.-  July  that  Ave  had  any  weather  lit  lor  working  about 
ilie  rigging.  More  weight  Avas  also  taken  out  of  tlu',  slii|),  and  placed  alongside, 
NO  that  I  do  not  ihink  more  than  100  tons  remained  in  her  altogether. 
DMTMin.  On  the  .'Viol'  May  u  bear  |)a,Hsed  under  the  stern,  hut  being  early  in  (he 

morning  none  weni  alter  him.  Again,  on  the  .5th,  two  came  into  I  he  bay  Crom 
tlie  Morlli,  and  dircftlly  they  got  sight  of  the  slii|)  came  on  towards  her.  These 
three  \kwh  are  the  only  living  animals  we  have  seen  liere  tins  year;  and  it  way  a 
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sight  for  us,  after  such  a  long  and  weary  detention  in  these  most  desolate  of 

regions,  for,  without  exception,  I  cannot  compare  any  part  of  the  world  I  have 

ever  seen  before  to  this,  for  its  barren  and  desert-like  solitude.    Animal  life.  Scarcity  of  animal  life. 

indeed !  We  may  well  speak  from  experience  of  its  scarcity,  not  only  here  but 

the  Wellington  Channel,  &c,,  which  Captain  Penny  represents  as  so  teeming 

with  animal  life.    God  help  any  poor  fellows  that  have  such  to  depend  upon  for 

their  subsistence.    I  should  wish  for  nothing  better  than  to  have  some  of  those 

gentry  at  home,  who  talk,  but  not  over  wisely,  on  subjects  here,  and  to  go  over 

the  ground  I  have  lately  travelled  on,  the  very  same  Captain  Penny  has  visited, 

and  with  only  their  hunting  to  get  them  their  daily  food.  Faith,  they  would  soon 

sing  a  very  different  song. 

How  is  it  that  all  human  beings  have  deserted  these  places  years  ana  years  ProbaWe  cause  of 
ago  ?  Are  we  not  constantly  falling  in  with  traces  of  them  ;  in  "their  dwellings,  Jeg-onT  ''^^^^'^ 
bones,  &c.  ?  Only  a  few  days  ago  I  picked  up  at  Point  Innes,  in  the  veritable 
watch  tower,  from  under  the  stones,  &c.,  a  human  jaw  bone  ;  and  how  old  is  it  ? 
God  only  knows  !  it  is  worn,  broken,  and  bearing  evident  signs  of  long  lying 
where  I  found  it.  The  remains  of  dwellings  also  bear  sufficient  evidence  of 
their  age,  and  may  we  not  conclude  that  scarcity  was  the  cause  of  desertion  ? 

I  may  yet  go  over  the  same  ground  again  at  a  later  period  ;  for  it  is  clear 
that  Cape  Beecher  must  again  be  visited,  as  I  hardly  think  Mr.  Shellabear  will  chance  of  visiting 
reach  it.    I  hope  to  do  the  journey,  too,  myself,  and  shall  therefore  be  able  to  Cape  Beecher  agam. 
judge  of  the  difference  of  seasons  in  these  localities,  so  teeming  v/ith  animal 
life. 

But,  to  return  to  the  bears  :  they  must  have  been  very  hungry,  for  on  getting 
on  the  floe,  off  the  narrow  ridge  of  Beechey  Island,  they  came  on  towards  us  at 
a  swinging  pace,  and  by  the  time  Ave  got  our  dogs  on  board,  and  guns  ready  to 
receive  them,  they  were  nearly  two  thirds  of  the  way  to  the  ship.  Walking 
directly  to  the  dirt  heap  and  a  small  cart,  both  well  within  musket  range,  they 
soon  got  the  contents  of  some  of  the  guns.  A  rush  was  made  by  dogs  Bears  koied. 
and  all  hands,  when  a  general  chase  ensued,  finally  ending  in  the  capture  of 
both  a  female  and  full  grown  cub.  They  were  soon  skinned,  and  hung  up  to 
the  triangles,  much  to  the  gratification,  I  have  no  doubt,  if  we  could  have 
understood  them,  of  our  dogs,  for  not  one  of  the  men  would  touch  the  flesh  of 
bruin.  On  asking  a  petty  officer  who  was  with  me  in  the  boats  from  the 
"  Plover,"  how  it  was  no  one  had  tried  the  bears,  as  the  officers  had  done,  he 
rephed,  "  Oh,  sir,  our  provisions  are  good  and  we  are  satisfied."  Now  this  very 
fellow  had  thought  the  flesh  of  the  black  bear,  also  the  bai'ren  ground  bear, 
(the  latter  like  the  polar  bear  in  his  feeding,)  very  good,  so  I  was  rather  sur- 
prised at  the  answer.  However,  when  I  came  to  consider  the  hard  and  leather- 
like dried  deers'  meat  and  indifferent  pemmican,  it  vanished  ;  although  the  flesh  of 
this  young  bear  I  considered  better  than  the  other. 

Another  bear  Avas  captured  on  the  10th  of  May,  which  is  the  amount  of  our 
hunting  in  these  parts  in  that  line  this  year. 

On  the  l6th  May  the  weather  was  very  fine  but  cloudy,  and  there  was  Thawing, 
evident  signs  of  thaw  going  on,  for  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship  where  the 
sun  had  full  power  her  black  sides  were  beginning  to  show  out  bright  and  glossy, 
from  the  many  drains  of  snow  water  pouring  down  it ;  she  also  heels  more  that 
way  (starboard),  but  no  water  appears  to  be  under  her,  or  does  any  yet  come 
over  the  ice  with  the  increasing  tide,  except  just  at  the  bows. 

On  the  17th  we  commenced  digging  under  the  stern,  and  to  clear  away  the  Digging  at  embank- 
ice  close  about.    After  removing  all  that  had  been  forced  up,  and  laid  the  ^ent  astem,  &c. 
12  feet  mark  bare  on  the  stern  post,  the  water  flowed  in  with  the  last  quarters 
flood,  and  impeded  our  work  ;  nevertheless  it  was  found  after  a  time  that  it  had 
the  good  effect  on  the  ice  of  rotting  it  away  gradually  close  to  the  ship. 

Through  a  hole  we  had  opened  at  the  N.E.  end  of  the  dock  we  fomid  the  Thickness  of  ice. 
ice  to  be  5  ft.  8  in.  in  thickness,  but  this  we  knew  only  to  be  for  a  short  space  ; 
nearer,  and  all  about  the  ship,  it  was  heavy,  and  lying  on  the  ground,  forced 
together  by  pressure,  and  greatly  increased  during  the  winter. 

On  the  18th,  at  high  water,  the  tide  rose  nearly  up  to  the  12  feet  mark  on  the 
stern  post,  and  from  the  ship  rising  up  to  only  If;  degrees  heel  from  the  two 
she  had  of  late  gone  to  I  was  in  hopes  the  water  would  soon  work  its  way 
forward,  and  the  tides,  now  rising,  was  in  our  favour. 

Mr.  Alston,  mate,  I  sent  away  to-day  (18th)  to  examine  Gascoine  Inlet  as  a  Gascoine  iniet  as  a 
winter  harbour.    His  report  on  his  return  was  favourable,  as  far  as  he  could  abie^o  thTs"^*^^^^^^^^"^ 
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Return  of  party  from 
Wellington  Channel. 


Commence  sawing. 


Digging  at  embank- 
ment 


Banking  removed. 


Difference  of  depths  in 
small  space. 


Ship  cradled  in  ice. 


GreoU-r  hfcl. 


(Jriii'ki  in  ilic  irt^,  he. 

umh. 


judge.  Of  course  it  was  full  of  ice  ;  })ut  I  have  uhvays  consicjered  it  a  far  prefer- 
able spot  to  this ;  in  fact,  if  we  do  get  off  safely,  and  1  receive  no  further  in- 
structions from  Sir  Edward,  and  am  to  remain  out  another  winter,  there  I  shall 
place  the  ship,  unless  the  movement  of  the  ice  is  very  different  this  year  from 
Avhat  it  was  last.  That,  however,  it  is  impossible  to  form  an  idea  on  at  such  an 
early  moment. 

On  the  21st  Mr.  Shellabear  returned,  and,  as  I  expected,  he  had  been  un- 
successful in  his  attempt  to  reach  Cape  Beechcr  by  the  western  side  of  the 
islands  (Baillie  Hamilton  and  Dundas)  ;  he  had  therefore  tried  the  eastern, 
and  was  also  foiled ;  when,  after  remaining  five  days  over  the  allotted  time  at 
Point  Phillips,  he  returned.  The  crew  were  now  all  on  board,  and,  with  the 
exception  of  three  men  on  the  sick  list,  and  one  or  two  unfit  for  working  on 
the  ice,  all  was  in  readiness  to  commence  with  the  saws. 

On  the  23d  we  commenced  cutting  at  the  head  or  N.E.  point  of  the  dock, 
but  even  then,  from  our  deficiency  of  strength  for  working  both  saw  and  par- 
buckle together,  and  lowness  of  temperature  glueing  the  pieces  cut  so  firmly 
fast  again,  that  our  progress  was  very  slow ;  I  therefore  discontinued  it  tor  a 
time,  and  began  to  dig  down  the  embankment  alongside.  We  commenced  aft, 
and  on  getting  as  far  forward  as  the  main  chains  and  down  to  the  bilge  not  a 
drop  of  water  had  made  its  Avay  along  beyond  that  large  place  we  had  opened 
under  the  stern,  and  where  the  tide  was  showing  up  to  the  12  ft.  2  in.  mark. 

The  whole  of  the  banking  on  the  starboard  side  was  at  length  removed, 
except  a  small  quantity  of  about  20  feet  by  18  over  for  support,  in  the  event  of 
nothing  being  under  her,  but  not  the  slightest  symptom  of  water  to  half  way 
between  the  fore  and  main  chains  was  at  all  apparent ;  and  on  further  examina- 
tion, digging  away  with  ice  chissels,  &c.,  the  ice  was  supposed  to  be  close  down 
to  the  ground.  A  pole  which  we  passed  in  tv/o  places  down,  and  touched  the 
keel,  came  up  as  dry  as  it  Avent.  Thus  was  it  more  apparent  that  no  water  was 
under  her,  which  I  certainly  expected  would  be  found  with  these  tides.  The 
vessel  also  appeared  to  be  more  raised  by  the  level  surface  of  the  ice,  but  still 
it  was  almost  impossible  to  say  for  certainty,  for  such  heavy  and  irregular 
masses  were  formed  about  her.  By  the  removal  of  the  banking  we  were  enabled 
to  caulk  well  down  on  her  bilge,  but  it,  as  well  as  all  parts  that  had  been  pro- 
tected by  the  piled  stuff,  required  little  more  than  hardening  home. 

On  the  26th,  close  under  the  port  counter,  and  not  more  than  five  feet  from 
the  stern  post,  a  small  hole  was  discovered  in  the  ice,  through  which  we  could 
see  the  gravel ;  the  lead  was  immediately  dropped  in,  and  we  found  at  high 
water  13  ft.  8  in.,  whereas  on  the  stern  post  there  was  only  12  ft.  2  in.  Noav,  as 
long  as  we  could  get  any  soundings  last  fall,  after  the  ship  was  driven  on  shore, 
the  latter  place  showed  the  most  water ;  it  is  therefore  pretty  clear  that  the 
ship  is  entirely  resting  in  a  complete  cradle  of  ice,  and  instead  of  its  having 
sunk  she  is  raised  by  it  at  least  18  inches  off  the  ground  ;  thus  her  high  appear- 
ance ;  also,  that  there  was  no  water  in  this  cradle,  or  could  get  in  Avhile  the 
ice  was  fast  to  her  bottom,  for  what  avc  chipped  from  her  bilge  with  the  chisels 
showed  every  mark  and  indentation  as  if  phiced  for  the  very  purpose  of  getting 
the  form  of  her  bottom. 

The  small  hole  under  the  coimtcr  was  in  a  sort  of  well,  which,  after  our 
digging,  the  action  of  the  water  had  increased  to  considerable  size  ;  therefore, 
to  get  it  (the  water)  further  along  and  to  the  gangway,  where  the  portion  of 
the  banking  had  been  left  for  sn})port,  a  trench  was  dug  close  by  the  bilge  into 
wliich  the  tide  niiglit  How,  and  aefing  with  spread  ashes,  under  sometimes  a 
warm  sun,  a  visible;  change  was  soon  aj)parent  in  the  ice  bcconn'ng  lioneycombed, 
and  wasting  gradually  but  slow!}'  away.  The  banking  on  the  ])ort  side  Avas 
removed,  leaving  an  ('(jual  poi  l  ion  there  too  (as  on  the  starl.)oard  side),  but  she 
soon  showed  symptoms  of  leaving  it,  by  getting  over  to  three  degrees  of  heel  to 
starbofU'fl.  She  being  raised  off  the  ground  I  did  not  think  so  iinich  of,  avS  I 
roiisid(  red  the  heat  she  would  throw  off  a.n(l  licr  weight  would  soon  work  doAvn 
llic  ice.  My  chief  object  was  to  get  her  nvvv  on  her  beam  ends,  and  down  as 
easily  as  possible ;  my  reason  for  keeping  those  portions  of  (he  banking  a,t  the 
gaiigwayH.  Sail  was  set  with  every  bree/e,  in  hopes  it  would  loosen  her  in 
her  icy  bed. 

On  tli<'  2Mtli  the  thernionieter  was  up  to  12  |  ,Mn(l  thawing  wm  g('»ing  on  very 
ru|)i(lly,  niuking  many  |)o(tls  of  wati'r  on  the  ice,  especiaJly  in  Ihe  line  of  dock, 
wliere  «evcral  cracks  were  opening,  through  which  the  f  ide;  woidd  rise  nhnyc  the 
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floe,  and  lay  on  it  for  several  hours,  thus  doing-  us  good  service,  shewn  by  its       ^ay  1853. 
wearing  deep  hollows,  in  which  the  water  would  always  remain,  and  frequently 
exhibit  a  thin  coating  of  ice. 

At  high  water  this  morning  die  depth  in  the  small  hole  was  13  ft.  10  in.,  No  increase  of -n-atcr 
whereas  at  the  stern  post  it  wad  still  12  ft.  2  in.,  so  it  is  ver}^  evident  that  she  is  ^^tste^post. 
off  the  g]"ound,  but  whethcF  so  at  all  times  of  tide  I  cannot  be  certain  of.  Or  can 
it  be  possible  that  the  tides  lift  her  and  the  ice  close  about  her  altogether  ? 
Not  at  all  improbable,  for  a  large  crack  very  near,  and  the  whole  length  of  the 
ship  on  the  starboard  side,  has  lately  opened  wide.  All  this,  however,  cannot 
be  fully  determined  until  the  remaining  portions  of  the  banking  are  removed ; 
just  enough  to  support  her  in  her  present  upright  position,  should  there  not  be 
ice  enough  under  the  bilge.  Therefore,  to  be  on  the  safe  side,  I  shall  let  it 
remain  until  a  better  tide  offers,  and  then  only  remove  it  at  the  last  quarter  of 
the  flood,  so  that  she  may  have  the  wdiole  of  it  to  ease  her  down. 

On  the  30th  of  May  I  was  most  agreeably  surprised  by  the  arrival  of  a  party  Tart y  from  "Reso- 
from  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Resolute,"  also  two  officers.  Lieutenant  Creswell  and 
Mr.  Wynniatt,  mate,  from  the  "  Investigator,"  Commander  M'Clure,  Avhich  "  Investigator  "  found, 
ship  had  so  far  completed  the  long  sought  for  north-west  passage  as  to  be  now 
within  170  miles  of  Captain  Kellett's  winter  quarters  at  Melville  Island. 

In  their  present  position  (new  land  they  have  discovered,  and  named  Baring 
Island),  Mercy  Bay,  on  the  north  shores  of  Baring  Island,  they  have  been 
detained  since  September  1851,  which  circumstance  was  discovered  last  autumn 
by  one  of  the  "  Resolute's  "  travelling  parties  picking  up  at  Winter  Harbour  a 
notice  which  was  left  by  the  "  Investigator's  "  travellers  in  1851. 

Mr.  Roche,  mate  of  the  "Resolute,"  was  in  charge  of  the  party,  consisting  Mr.Eoche. 
of  Mr.  Chandler,  boatswain,  and  ten  men  from  his  own  ship,  not  exactly 
invalids,  but  complaining,  and  to  aw^ait  liere  the  opportunity  for  passage  to 
England. 

These  men  were  truly  an  accession  to  our  strength,  and  although  some  were 
frequently  in  the  sick  list,  all,  I  can  fairly  say,  did  us  good  service.    Mr.  Roche 
was  charged  with  despatches  for  Sir  E.  Belcher ;  and  as  my  parties  had  not 
been  able  to  communicate  with  him,  nor  found  any  notices  in  their  travels  to 
indicate  his  whereabouts,  I  saw  no  hope  of  forwarding  them,  except  to  Cape 
Beecher  by  the  next  party.    Under  these  circumstances,  [  determined  on  sending 
to  Captain  Kellett  intelligence  of  this  ship's  position.    Mr.  Roche  volunteered       June  isso. 
for  this  service.  Therefore,  knowing  that  one  who  had  been  over  the  ground  would 
be  much  better  than  a  stranger,  having  no  officer  here  to  send,  and  Lieutenant 
Creswell's  favourable  report,  I  prepared  a  light  equipment,  all  our  dogs  (Ave  in  4th. 
number),  and  on  the  4th  of  June  sent  him  off,  with  Thompson,  Mr.  Penny's  " Eesdute;"'^^'^ *° 
driver,  and  14  days'  provisions,  which,  with  the  large  caches  on  the  route,  I 
deemed  sufficient  for  the  purpose.  ^^j^ 

On  Monday  we  again  began  to  work  with  the  saws,  and,  with  the  accession  commence  again  with 
to  our  strength,  were  able  to  use  the  parbuckle  at  the  same  time,  thus  clearing 
out  as  we  cut. 

The  parbuckles  first  used  were  rope,  but  from  the  constant  chafe  and  cutting  Parbuckles, 
b}^  the  ice  chain  was  substituted,  and  answ-^ered  ver}^  much  better.  On  the 
parbuckle  we  had  the  fish  tackle,  and  a  single  luff.  The  ice  as  it  fell  back  was 
received  on  two  rough  spars,  shifting  ways,  and  launched  to  the  rear,  when 
very  soon  both  sides  of  the  dock  presented  a  numerous  collection  of  large 
blocks  of  ice,  many  of  which  we  had  to  break  up  and  sledge  away  to  make 
room  for  others.  As  we  approached  the  ship  the  ice  became  much  heavier, 
consequently  the  w^ork  slovv^er,  when,  to  assist,  powder  was  brought  into  play. 

The  line  of  dock  for  260  feet  Avas  directly  ahead  ;  and  the  greatest  obstruc-  T>ock. 
tion  in  it  was  the  heavy  floe  piece  spoken  of  last  year,  now  touching  the  stem, 
extending  the  whole  breadth  of  the  dock,  60  feet,  and  as  much  more  along  its 
length.  It  was  aground  at  all  tides,  in  fact  so  was  the  ice  for  some  distance  Heavy  ice, 
every  way,  beyond  that  which  we  had  weighted  ourselves  last  fall  for  keeping 
the  ship  in  her  upright  position.  That  to  starboard,  lying  over  where  the 
small  bower  anchor  Avas,  although  not  on  the  ground  so  heavy  that  neither  it 
and  about  twenty  fathoms  of  chain  did  I  ever  expect  to  recover. 

The  purchases  this  time  were  greater  than  those  of  last  year.    In  the  first  Purchases,  &c. 
place,  instead  of  the  chain  necklace  about  the  ship,  one  of  the  6-inch  whale 
line  hawsers  was  passed  three  times  round  her,  and  on  it  voxc  two  1 6-inch 
double  blocks.    The  best  bower  anchor  was  buried  in  the  ice  at  the  head  of 
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tlie  dock,  witli  just  sufficient  of  the  chain  to  reach  the  ship,  pass  through  the 
hawse  hole,  and  round  the  windlass.  A  little  to  the  left  of  the  best  bower, 
about  60  feet  further  to  the  northward  of  it,  the  stream  anchor  was  buried, 
backed  with  the  largest  kedge,  and  a  large  chain  strop,  part  of  stream  chain, 
so  as  to  lay  a  little  within  the  first  swivel  of  the  best  bower  chain  ;  here,  to  this 
strop,  was  lashed  a  15-inch  treble  block.  To  the  first  shackle  of  the  best 
bower  chain  another  15-inch  treble  block  was  lashed.  Two  whale  lines  were 
now  rove  ;  a  5-inch  for  the  starboard,  and  a  4-inch  for  the  port  purchase ; 
standing  parts  fast  to  large  toggles  in  the  spare  hawse  holes,  falls  led  through 
the  working  ones,  and  brought-to  to  the  windlass  and  capstan. 


Scale  One  inch  to  One  hundred  feet. 


Heferencc. 

a.  Stream  anchor,  backed  -with  a  kedge. 

b.  Best  bower  anchor. 

c.  c.  Outer  purchase  blocks. 

d.  d.  Inner  purchase  blocks. 

e.  Small  bower  anchor  (position). 
(j.  g.  g.  Best  bower  chain. 

h.  h.  h.  Purchases. 

*.  Hole  under  counter. 


Exti-eme  of  the  heavy  floe  piece  in  the  dock. 

Cracks  in  the  ice  before  cleared  out. 

1 .  2'  3.  4.  The  last  4  lb.  charges  (position), 
•t  Eirst  20  lb.  charge. 

I    Last  saw  cnt. 
The  shaded  part  shows  tlie  open  water  before  the  last 

charges  were  fired. 


What  made  the  work  now  so  heavy  was  the  large  floe  piece  left  by  the  gale 
which  drove  us  on  shore  last  year  ;  so  greatly  had  it  increased  during  the 
winter  that  in  that  part  nearest  the  ship  it  was  on  the  ground  at  all  times  of 
tide,  and  at  least  17  feet  in  thickness.  The  saws  had  very  little  effect  on 
it,  for  we  could  not  work  tlicm  to  advantage,  as  they  touched  the  ground  in 
the  downward  cut.  In  this  piece  there  were  several  cracks,  and  one  in  the 
lowest  part,  Avhcre  the  water  came  through,  and  lay  the  greatest  part  of  the 
tide,  slowly  affecting  the  ice  by  rotting  and  wearing  it  away  ;  but  it  was  very 
bad  for  the  men  when  the  sawing  came  on  those  parts,  as  the  greatest  part  of 
the  time  they  had  to  stand  in  the  water.  Now  the  twenty-pound  cylinders 
were  tii('d,  tlic  (ii  st  by  phuting  it  within  about  three  feet  of  what  was  now  the 
outer  edge,  and,  as  the  ininicdiate  part  was  on  the  ground,  the  powder  could 
not  be  got  nndcrncaih,  it  was  thci-erove  ^v(>ll  januned  in  with  small  ice  and  lired, 
but  it  certainly  had  nol  the  cd'cct  whicii  1  hoped  foi' ;  in  fact  the  mass  alto- 
gether too  heavy  at  present.  ( -hipping  with  uxes  and  chisels  was  then  resorted 
to,  and  th(!  next  heavy  charge  nearer  t  he  outer  edg(^  had  a  nuieh  better  effect, 
but  if,  took  MO  lbs.  ol'  powder  to  rend  up  the  vvh()l(>  |)ieee. 

The  ice  was  now  all  sa,vvii  and  broken  uj)  close  U>  the  stem,  a,  small  lock  piece 
across  the  I'orelbot  only  remaining,  a,nd  a,  great,  (juantity  had  been  parhuckled 
out  and  strewn  thickly  on  hoth  sides  of  the  dock,  re((uiring  some  little 
maiKiMivreing  among  it  to  get  to  the  edge  oC  the  cuttings.  The  sun,  too,  was 
making  a  visible  im|)ression  (deeicasing)  on  these  ex|){)sed  |)ieces,  also  on  that 
lyinj^  detiiehed  in  the  water,  which  when  |)aeked  close  to  the  N.V],  part  of 
tin  docl.  Idi  II  eonsiderable  space  clear  ahead  of  tlie  slii|),  in  fact,  the  only  open 
wnter  to  lie  seen  luiywiiere  within  !i  visible  distance,  and  nol  even  a  sign  ol'  ice 
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moving,  nor  opening  out,  either  in  Wellington  Channel  or  Barrow's  Strait,  up  to  i855. 
tliis  time,  the  middle  of  June,  could  be  detected. 

With  the  aid  of  a  few  4  lb.  charges  Ave  had  shaken  the  ice  very  much  under  ivrther  obsuucaon. 
the  stem,  also  on  either  bow,  scaling  off  a  good  portion  of  tlie  upper  surface, 
when  there  appeared  only  to  be  holding  her  in  the  cradle  the  lock  across  the 
forefoot  from  the  nine  feet  mark  down,  which  as  the  tide  got  low  would  fall 
back  so  that  the  eight  was  distinctly  seen.  Now,  at  this  particular  spot,  we 
could  only  work  effectually  with  saws  and  axes  at  the  last  quarter  ebb  or  first 
of  the  flood  ;  so  I  determined  on  trying  more  of  the  4  lb.  charges,  and  blow  it  out ; 
accordingly  the  holes  were  dug,  and  they  were  fired,  bursting  with  such  good 
effect  that  they  not  only  blew  out  the  lock  but  shattered  much  ice  about  her 
bilge  aft  to  the  starboard  fore  chains,  besides  several  cracks  nearly  to  the 
gangway. 

It  was  now  the  23d,  and  much  more  work  appeared  yet  to  be  before  us  before  23d. 
we  could  possibly  hope  to  get  the  ship  afloat, — certainly  not  before  the  next 
springs  ;  and  as  it  was  now  three  days  after  the  full  of  the  moon  the  tides  would 
be  taking  off.  Lately  I  had  observed  at  the  highest  tides  not  more  than  1 1  ft.  1 0  in. 
indicated  on  the  stern  post,  a  decrease  of  four  inches  from  what  has  formerly 
been  shown  there,  whereas  in  the  small  hole  under  the  port  counter  there  was 
still  the  same,  13  ft.  8  in.  This  I  was  at  a  loss  to  account  for,  hardly  thinking 
that  the  ice  so  close  to  the  ship  had  been  sufficiently  lightened  or  so  detached 
from  the  main  floe  as  to  force  up  with  the  tides  and  lift  the  ship  with  it,  although 
from  other  circumstances  something  of  the  sort  was  evidently  the  case.  One  symptoms  of  straia- 
of  these  circumstances  was  the  apparent  straining  of  the  hull  visible  only  at 
certain  times  of  tide,  and  observed  not  only  by  myself  but  the  master.  As  the 
tide  rose  the  ship  now  rose  with  it  from  the  three  to  only  one  half  a  degree  of  heel 
to  starboard  at  high  water,  and  lost  those  appearances  chiefly  at  the  port  gang- 
way and  starboard  bow,  but  she  looked  as  if  trimmed  well  by  the  head.  On 
considering  these  circumstances,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  ship  from  aft  forward 
to  the  gangways  was  held  and  supported  by  the  ice  always,  all  before  that  only 
getting  sufficient  support  when  the  tide  was  up ;  hence  the  cause  of  the  appear- 
ance of  straining,  and  more  evident  at  the  low  water  on  the  gangway 

To  find  out  how  far  this  was  really  the  case,  and  the  cause  of  the  decrease  in  Means  for  ascertaining 
depth  at  the  stern  post,  whereas  under  the  counter  the  soundings  were  the  same,  ^^m^I^  ^^^^^^^^'^^ 
I  had  a  hole  dug  in  the  ice  close  to  the  stern  post,  in  which  was  placed  a  gradu- 
ated pole  resting  fairly  on  the  ground.    In  the  cabm  a  spirit  level  was  secured 
and  adjusted,  both  noted  at  the  low-water  mark,  and  closely  watched  with  the 
rising  tide.    When  the  tide  got  up  to  the  usual  mark,  11  ft.  10  in.,  on  the  stern 
post,  it  stood,  showing  at  the  same  time  a  like  depth  on  the  tide  pole,  where  it 
went  on  increasing  until  high  water,  giving  then  the  same  soundings  as  in  the 
small  hole  under  the  port  counter.    The  level  in  the  cabin,  too,  after  the  tide  Floating  power  of  ice. 
had  reached  the  11  ft.  10  in.  mark,  began  to  waver,  gradually  moving  to  the 
other  end,  where  at  high  water  the  bubble  became  stationary,  thus  clearly  indi- 
cating that  the  difference  of  depth  was  caused  hy  the  ice  lifting  the  ship  fairly 
off  the  ground,  acting  on  her  like  an  immense  camel,  and,  as  it  was  only  on  the 
starboard  side  the  ice  had  been  so  reduced  and  cracked,  as  the  tide  increased  it 
lifted  her  upright. 

The  remaining  banking  at  the  gangways  was  now  removed ;  and  I  have  no  ^''"■ther  proceedings, 
doubt  that,  could  we  have  cleared  the  long  ragged  crack  which  had  opened  fore 
and  aft  on  the  starboard  side,  and  enlarged  the  whole  dock  considerably,  we 
might  have  hauled  all  out  together,  and  shook  the  ice  off  in  the  deep  water. 
We  had  now  satisfactorily  proved  that  on  that  side  from  a  little  before  the 
gangway  right  aft  all  ice  was  fast  to  her  bottom,  and  as  the  tide  fell  she  would 
heel  to  starboard,  and  her  weight  close  home  this  long  crack.  I  do  not  mean 
that  we  could  not  clear  this  crack.  It  was  the  time  it  would  take,  and  as  that 
to  us  was  of  so  much  consequence  I  adopted  a  more  expeditious  measure,  and 
which  proved  every  way  eHectual. 

Two  saws  were  manned,  one  to  commence  from  forward,  the  other  from  aft,  Progress, 
and  a  straight  clear  cut  made  through  the  ice  within  this  large  crack,  crossing 
also  two  others  lately  made  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  ship's  side.  The  line 
of  cutting  was  within  three  feet  of  the  vessel,  and  a  series  of  holes  were  dug  in 
it  through  to  the  ground ;  when,  as  the  Avhole  mass  floated  up  with  the  tide, 
three  four-pound  charges  were  ignited  in  the  foremost  ones,  and  exploded  with 
such  success  that  as  far  as  the  gangway,  the  ice  was  so  shattered  that  by  the 
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June  1853.  evcniug  of  tlic  25th  wc  had  cleared  it  all  out,  leaving- a  narrow  space  of  open 
water  alongside  of  sufficient  size  to  allow  of  the  ship  moving  on  end  with  a 
good  high  tide,  and  clear  of  those  detainers  ahai't,  I  had  reason  to  think  also 
that  no  ice  was  sticking  to  her  bottom  from  the  gangways  forward. 
Farther  intentions.  I  was  now  Considering  how  far  prudent  it  would  be  to  remove  anymore  of  the 
remaining  ice  with  the  spring  tides  so  distant — well  on  in  July  ;  however,  as  the 
present  ones,  although  taking  off,  were  still  good  at  night,  and  there  being  yet 
four  holes  in  the  cut,  I  determined  on  trying  with  the  next  high  water  whether 
the  charges  placed  so  to  blow  off  in  ([uick  succession  might  not  only  loosen  the 
remaining  ice  from  her  bottom  but  shatter  tlie  ^vhole  remaining  bed,  which 
would  indeed  be  a  great  point  gained.  It  was  perhaps  a  desperate  remedy,  but 
ours  was  a  desperate  case,  and  there  was  no  saying  when  we  should  move  her 
to  anything  like  certainty,  for  now  the  work  was  })ecoming  discouragingly  slow 
and  tedious,  and  we  might  not  possibly  get  her  off  while  such  masses  stuck 
to  her  bottom  until  the  whole  bod}^  of  ice  moved  out  of  the  bay  and  took  her 
with  it.  A  circumstance  most  decidedly  to  be  avoided,  for  from  last  year's 
experience  we  have  no  reason  to  think  that  it  will  be  otherwise. 

I  could  not  say  that  I  felt  very  sanguine  of  success  in  the  present  state  of 
the  tides,  and  I  was  doubthd  too  whether  the  proximity  of  so  many  charges 
exploding  so  quickly  after  each  other  might  not  injure  the  ship.  However, 
there  would  be  nearly  1 8  inches  of  water  under  her  at  the  first  shock,  as  well 
as  a  great  deal  about  her  vdiich  would  tend  to  deaden  the  effect ;  and  it  was 
well  worth  the  tria,l,  if  only  to  get  her  more  speedily  on  her  beam  ends. 
State  of  crew.  Another  circumstance  too  v/as,  that  the  men  were  beginning  to  feel  the  constant 

effect  of  working  in  Avater,  and  standing  about  with  wet  feet  in  so  low  a 
temperature,  for  the  sea  boots  supplied  were  miserably  unfit  for  what  they 
were  intended,  and  the  assistant  surgeon  had  also  reported  men  at  various 
times  unfit  for  work  on  the  ice. 
2Gth.  It  was  high  water  this  morning  at  2.35,  ever3^  hand  -was  therefore  on  deck  at 

2  o'clock.  Sail  immediately  set  to  a  light  breeze  from  E.S.E.  ;  purchases 
manned,  and  hove  taut ;  when  abreast  of  the  starboard  gangway,  close  to  the 
ship,  in  No.  1.  holie  (see  diagram),  a  4  lb.  charge  was  placed,  and  others  held  in 
readiness.  At  this  time  there  was  14  feet  six  inches  water  at  the  stem,  but 
only  the  11  ft.  10  in.  mark  covered  on  the  stern  post,  the  ship  nearly  upright, 
and  very  much  by  the  head,  showing  that  she  was  off  the  ground  abaft.  No.  1. 
was  ignited,  and  its  explosion  most  anxiously  watched  for,  AAdiich  Avas  followed 
by  so  good  a  result,  no  other  than  causing  the  ship  to  tremble,  and  breaking  up 
a  good  portion  of  the  ice,  that  I  had  the  remaining  canisters  in  directly,  keeping 
the  purchases  up  the  Avhole  time  to  as  taut  a  strain  as  they  Avoidd  bear.  No.  2. 
Avas  in  the  Avhole  half  Avay  along  the  main  chains,  No.  3.  the  mizen  chains,  and 
No.  4.  abaft,  and  close  up  to  the  stern  post,  Avith  their  fuzes  ignited,  being  so 
cut  that  their  explosion  miglit  follow  each  other  so  quickly  that  the  commotion 
or  Avave  created  might  be  kept  up  so  long  as  possible.  The  bursting  of  the 
charges  was  iblloAvcd  by  most  gratifying  results,  in  the  rending  asunder  the 
icy  grasp  by  Avhicli  the  ship  had  so  long  been  held,  that  she  appeared  to  I'isc  as 
if  relieved,  then  settling  down,  and  Avith  a  sally  to  starboard  crushing  Avith  her 
own  Aveight  the  small  ice,  and  forcing  huge  slab-like  pieces  on  end  out  of  the 
Avalcr,  as  if  mounting  up  her  side,  and  Avith  a  taut  strain  on  the  purchases  by 
the  men  ke])t  jc^t'ging  at  them,  that  she  sprung  ahead,  and  the  shick  so  quickly 

and  shouting  "  Slie  is  going,"  that  by  4  o'clock  avc  had 
Tlie  ice  AViis  now  the  obst  ruction,  jammed  close  up  to 
k,  which  b(>fbre  Ave  could  in  any  Avay  remove  her  heel 
I  lowcNcr,  as  wc  had  been  afloat  for  (luitc.  half  an  hour, 
le  ])leasMnt  assuranr'c  of  knowing  that  I'elease  Avas  in  our  jjower,  that 
iidicient  support  on  ihe  starboard  side  (the  Avay  she  Avas  heehng) 
to  |)icvcnl  her  lalMng  on  her  hcani  ends  as  llie  tide  fell,  and  it  being  SuiuhiA', 

had  hccn  broken  and  ll;rci'd  out  hy 
of  where  they  had 
portions  a  perlrct.  smooth  and 
marks  and  scani-hke  im|)res,Mions  tJiey  had 


(,'ra<llf  l)rc'akK  up,  and 
fhij)  iiiovt'6  ahead. 


huri'ah 


Distance  gained. 


doe 


lie 


liove  in,  Avith 
got  hei"  42  feet  on  end 
the  N.K.  ])art  of  th( 
was  again  on  the groinu 
and  witii 
ship  lia( 

|)icvcnl  her  lalMng  on  her  Dc.ani 
all  remain  (|iiict  I'or  t  lie  present 
( )n  e.Naniining  t hose 
explosion  and  slii))'N  weight,  tfiey 
been  so  long  adhering,  by  bearing 
moulded  ibrin,  showing  the  blaci' 
taken  from  the  ship's  bottom. 
V.'itli  the  aCtcrnoon's  tide  oft  Ik 


)ie('es  that, 
showed 
on  tluh'  innc 


Ic  of  t  he  same  day,  alt-cr  get  1  ing  a.  I'vw  pieces  ol'  ice  out, 
AVC  made  anfilicr  cUbrt  to  get  the  ship  ahead,  hut  there  was  not  M'ater  sullicient 
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to  float  her.  In  fact  it  is  only  with  the  night  tides  now,  after  removal  of  more 
of  the  floe  pieces,  that  vre  can  complete  what  we  have  so  successively  begun. 

Monday  morning  the  27th,  at  high  water,  we  got,  the  ship  ahead  21  feet ; 
when,  the  ice  (loose)  again  stopping  us,  we  had  to  clear  it  out,  and  pass  some  of 
it  astern,  before  we  could  make  another  move ;  however,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
30th  her  stem  fairly  butted  the  head  of  the  dock,  and  she  could  lay  afloat  at  all 
tides,  there  being  3i  fathoms  under  her  at  low  water.  Thus  after  having  lying 
nine  long  months  on  the  ground,  and  the  greatest  part  of  that  time  held  power- 
less in  what  you  may  call  a  complete  ice  berg,  have  we  got  our  ship  once  more 
free.    It  was  a  subject  for  rejoicing  and  to  be  thankful  for,  for  it  has  indeed 


June  1853. 


27th. 


been  a  time  of  uncertainty  and  wearing  anxiety, 
well,  God  only  knows,  and  it  is  to  Him  that  all 


bringing  us 


safelv  through  such  a  time  of  trial. 


How  all  have  got  over  it  so 
thanks  and  praise  are  due  for 
I  trust  never  to  be  subjected 


Doubts. 


Reflections. 


to  such  again. 

FreLjuently,  as  the  Avinter  advanced,  and  vfe  v>'cre  getting  her  upright,  with 
comfortable  assurances  of  the  stability  of  our  w^ork  on  her  holding  up  for  some 
time  at  3  or  4  degrees  after  the  tide  had  left  her,  when  all  of  a  sudden  would 
come  a  tremulous  motion,  and  down  she  would  go  with  a  heavy  crash,  upsetting 
all  that  we  had  taken  so  much  trouble  to  build  up,  so  that  it  had  to  be  gone 
over  again.  This  too  happening  sometimes  in  the  night  when  lying  in  bed, 
after  a  hard  day's  toil,  with  anxiety  preventing  the  much-coveted  slumber,  a 
fancied  security  lulls  you  off  into  a  troubled  dream,  from  which  you  are 
suddenly  awoke  by  a  feeling  that  she  is  falling  down.  How  convulsively  have  I 
grasped  the  lee  board  of  my  bed,  in  unutterable  anguish  and  doubt  as  to 
whether  we  should  get  her  up  again,  for  if  she  had  only  bilged,  and  the  water 
got  in,  she  w^ould  soon  ha\'e  become  a  mountain  of  ice,  and  there  is  no  saying 
what  we  should  have  done.  The  walls  of  the  house,  then,  as  they  stood,  w^ould 
have  been  our  only  refuge,  where  we  might  have  got  through  the  winter  ;  but 
it  would  have  been  a  fearful  trial  for  some. 

This  we  may  say  has  been  a  circumstance  unparalleled  in  Arctic  navigation  ; 
and  when  it  is  considered  that  the  "North  Star"  is  the  largest  ship  that  has 
ever  wintered  in  these  regions,  and  with  so  small  a  crcw",  41  in  all,  none  can  say 
that  we  have  an  easy  or  idle  time  of  it,  nor  "  holding  on  the  slack,"  as  some  of 
our  kind  friends  have  most  facetiously  termed  our  part  in  the  expedition. 

The  ship's  draught  of  water,  now  we  had  got  her  afloat,  was  found  to  be 
14ft.  8in.  forward  and  i  !ft.  2in.  abaft,  so,  if  we  had  not  kept  the  strain  on  the 
purchases  we  did,  and  up  to  it,  as  she  moved  on  the  explosions,  I  doubt  if 
we  should  have  got  her  off  so  soon,  for  13ft.  lOin.  was  the  greatest  depth  we 
ever  had  at  tlie  stern  post,  and  as  i'ar  forward  as  the  gangwaj',  wlien  it  began  to 
deepen. 

My  first  object,  after  getting  the  stores  on  board  which  were  lying  on  the  ice  Further  proceedhigs. 
alongside,  besides  the  spare  rudder  (put  together  during  tho  v.inter)  shipped, 
was  to  ascertain  what  damage  she  had  sustained  in  her  bottom.    This  could 


Ship's  draugh  of 
water. 


only  be  done  by  sweeping ;  and  the  hawser 


passes  fore  and  aft 


along- 


meeting  no  obstruction 


m  many 


the  keel,  more  than  from  a  few  pieces  of  ice  still 


Sweep  the  bottom. 
No  damage  ascer- 
tained. 


sticking  to  her,  soon  worked  off,  and  her  making  such  little  water,  that  I  con- 
cluded she  had  received  no  material  injury.  This  was  indeed  most  satisfactory  ; 
for  from  the  time  she  got  on  shore  up  to  January,  the  crashing  Avhich  took 
place  when  she  fell,  the  splitting  and  grinding  noises  heard  in  every  part  of  the 
ship  going  on  under  her  bottom,  was  sometimes  alarming. 

Our  losses  have  been  very  little ;  but  one  thing  1  never  expect  to  get ;  that  is.  Probable  io.ss. 


the  small  bower  anchor  we  were  ridino-  bv  when  the 


gale  came  on 


also  twentv 


fathoms  of  the  chain,  for  the  ice  lying  over  it  is  huinmocky  and  heavy  ;  and 
I  see  no  hope  of  its  recovery,  without  the  ice,  when  it  drives  out,  as  it  did  last 
year,  does  not  take  the  buoy,  which  I  mean  to  have  put  on  the  chain,  along  with 
it.    At  all  events  efforts  are  now  making  for  its  recovery. 

The  weather  throughout  the  month  of  April  was  fine,  \vith  only  one  gale  of 
very  great  severity,  which  lasted  for  nearly  three  days,  on  one  of  Avhich  the 
wind  was  continuous  throughout  with  heavy  snow  drift,  the  other  two  lulling 
occasionally.  The__wind  was  N.W.W.,  and  W.S.W.,  7  and  8  the  strength. 
Winds  between  N.N.,  \V.,  and  8.S.W.  have  been  the  most  frequent  this  month, 
and  generally  during  the  breezes,  snow  thick  and  heavy,  besides  the  drift. 
The  lowest  temperature  at  the  shio  was  15.6.  —  But  it  was  lower  with  me 
IV.  5  E 


Weather  during  the 
quarter,  April. 
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travellin^^-  in  the  Wellington  Channel,  down  to  22. — ,  on  the  first  of  the  month  ; 

whereas  on  that  day  at  Bccchey  Ishmd  it  only  fell  to  10 — . 
May.  The  month  of  May  has  certainly  not  been  a  pleasant  one,  except  for  a  few 

days  about  the  middle  of  it,  which  was  the  only  good  opportunity  of  refitting  the 
rigging,  &c. ;  even  then  we  could  not  complete  it,  for  it  came  on  so  cold  and 
raw  that  everything  became  stiff  and  rigid.  This  weather  w^as  accompanied 
with  much  sno^-  and  sleet,  especially  on  the  last  days  of  the  month.  Winds 
from  the  westward  have  been  the  prevailing.  Those  irom  south,  to  east 
generally  light ;  once  above  6,  but  only  for  a  short  time ;  hardly  ever 
beyond  4.  On  one  occasion  a  strong  breeze  from  N.W.  8  and  7,  but  only  for 
a  short  time. 

Wild  Po-wi.  &c.  On  the  22d  May  a  flock  of  duck  were  seen  winging  their  way  to  the  north- 

ward, flying  very  low,  and  a  day  or  two  after  two  or  three  glaucus  gulls  were 
hovering  about  the  south  cliffs  of  I3eeche_y  Island.  One  or  two  seals  came  into 
the  dock  directly  we  got  the  water  open  at  the  head  of  it,  and  one  was  shot.  We 
never  saw  any  after  so  near.  One  previous  was  seen  in  the  fire  hole.  On  the 
2«th  the  thermometer  was  up  to  42+  in  a  light  S.E.  wind  with  thick  snow. 
June.  This  temperature  did  not  continue  long.     June  set  in  with  thick  snowy 

weather,  continuing  heavy  for  the  first  four  days,  during  which  time  the  wind 
was  from  all  quarters,  never  steady  at  one  for  any  length  of  time.  E.S.E.  the 
strongest  (8).  After  this  the  weather  got  milder,  improving  daily,  and  thawing 
going  on  rapidly,  making  the  ^valking•  on  the  snow  very  heavy,  and  water 
showing  on  the  ice,  especially  Avhere  we  had  gravelled.  Dovekies  too  began  to 
make  their  appearance,  flying  past  the  ship,  and  we  occasionally  got  a  few. 
The  winds  from  every  quarter  throughout  the  month,  except  S.W.,  seldom  or 
ever  exceeding  4  in  strength. 

Temperature  for  the  Quarter,  and  Mean  of  each  Month. 

Maximum.  Minimum.  Mean. 

April       -       -  31.+  15.—  1.83.  + 

May        -       -  45.+  4.—  19.- 

June        -       -  52.+  25.+  36.8.+ 


July  1853. 


Preparations. 


Boat  died,  provisions, 
&c. 


Inteatiunx. 


Ix'ovt?  I'm'  Cii|ii- 
Jkircbor. 


Second  Journey  to  Cape  Beecher  and  back  between  1 1th  July  and 

nth  August  1853. 

I  was  now  able  to  leave  the  ship  for  the  performance  of  that  journey  I  had 
before  contemplated,  and  which  was  so  necessaty,  as  no  account  or  traces  yet 
had  been  found  of  8ir  Edward  Belcher's  division.  Preparations  were  therefore 
made ;  and  considering  how  likely  it  was  that  from  the  state  in  which  I  had 
found  the  ice  last  April  much  open  water  would  be  met  with,  and  a  boat 
re(|uired,  the  gutta  percha  one  left  by  the  "  Prince  Albert"  was  forthwith 
ix^paired,  and  a  solid  sled  consti-iictcd  to  carry  her  on.  The  sled  was  made  of 
3  ill.  pine,  its  length  17  feet,  depth  2  feet  6  inches,  and  breadth  5  feet, 
weighing,  with  boats,  oars,  masts,  &c.,  385  lbs.  The  weight  of  the  boat  was 
670  lbs.,  provisions,  gear,  cSiC.  1,683  lbs.,  making  the  whole  amount  2,738  lbs., 
or  271  lbs.  ibr  each  of  the  ten  men  I  took  with  me.  An  officer,  Mr.  vShellabear, 
second  master,  Avas  also  of  the  party,  mustering  altogether  twelve  each,  vic- 
tujilled  Ibr  twenty-one  days,  bedsides  that  already  en  cache. 

My  intention  on  reaching  ('Mptiiin  Penny's  boat  at  yVhaiidon  Hay  was  to  launch 
her,  iMr.  Shellabeer  and  live  of  the  men  to  proc(>e(l  along  the  coast  to  the  west- 
ward, while;  I  with  the  remainder  visited  (.'i\\)v  Beecher;  and  write  again,  either 
there  or  Port  Phillips,  as  (•ircunistiiiices  might  dii-ect.  1  also  should  visit 
Houston,  Slcwart,  and  HiU'ing  Inlands,  if  possible. 

I  deferred  IciU'iiig  as  long  as  I  could,  Ibr  there  was  much  watei'  on  the  ice, 
|)!U-| icuhuh'  in  (biion  B;iy,  ;uid  I  Miis  in  ho|)es  that  the  springs  coming  on 
v.ould  be  I  he  imc;uis  ordriiining  il  oH";  hul  I  hey  having  such  little  effect  I  ^-ould 
delay  ii')  longer,  .'ukI  on  lli  -  evening  of  llic  Nth  .luly  I  sal  out  on  our  wet 
joiu'iiey  ;  and  to  nvoid  I  he  glare  of  the  sun,  iuid  have  the  full  benelit  of  his  he.'it 
Ibr  <lrying  our  wet  clothcH,  boots,  (V(!.,  we  travelled  at  night. 

'I'hcre  was  a  great  den  I  of  wiiter  on  the  ice,  eiuising  it  lo  look  like  an 
archipelago  of  small  isliuids  in  niiuiy  pinces.    Sometimes  by  m.-iking  a  circuil  we 


V  IfHh  Channel 


3S 


.A  truuuJKj  01  Ihe  roast  luifi'  of  WeUington  Chamwl  shewin/f  ihjc  rmite. pursued  hy 
Comnuxn/ler  BtUcn .  in  tus  svjccrui- Joum^  to  ("ape.  Beech^r,  Ji9  'fufy  cmd.  AtiguM  'So. 

.  (king  Refumuicf.   T%0  rcA  line  alongside-  the,  Lrcuck  bne  s}u?*v.i 

hew  far  Uw,  Boat  was  (uimvhi/<i.  ...      Thi'  eoctmt  of  the  spam  of  q:>en  water  ml/>  which 
(he,  Bml  was  tuitnchecbon  the  nwmmg  of  tfw  .'iM^JuJy. 

I  The  iedge  of  the-  iiust  Ice-  uv  the-  .M/wray  (h^nef  m-  ttte^  rrwrran^  of  the-  24-f\kdy,  aH 
Ice  lo  the.  westward-  cf  this,  drtving  t-n  the-  W.  i .  V  W'l/i/L  we-  crossed-  i-o  Badlie-EnnaUon-J 
I'The-edae-of  bfic-  fast  Rem  Ihp  nwrnirufof  the. /fjluyust,  when- we  bagan  our  refurn 
mardo  All  Ice  to  the  westward,  mwim-i  nhoiAtwith  JUndl  Tideji. .. 


Vn-ie.  e-(ige  (f  thj^-fcisl  It^ahout  nhiTies  ^Uijg^''IZf'/5'3.    .ill  Soudi  cftl  driving 
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managed  to  avoid  several  of  the  larger  pools,  but  it  added  greatly  to  out  daily        July  isss. 
journeys.    However,  we  made  up  for  it  by  getting  pretty  dry  spots  to  encamp 
on,  and,  which  I  consider  a  most  essential  point  to  be  gained,  comfortable  and 
refreshing  rest. 

We  met  with  several  large  holes,  quite  through  the  ice,  and  tried  for  sound- 
ings in  most  of  them,  with  forty  fathoms  of  line,  the  whole  length,  but  could 
not  get  bottom.  In  one  about  four  miles  off  Cape  Bowden,  the  ice  was  not 
more  than  two  feet  in  thickness,  but  bore  the  appearance  of  having  worn  away 
very  much,  as  well  as  the  surface  ice,  showing  quite  diffei-ent  from  what  it  did 
last  April.    Others  again  we  saw  four  and  six  feet  thick. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  at  Ih.  15m.  after  having  wandered  some  time  Reach  Cape 
from  the  direct  course  in  a  thick  fog,  we  got  into  Cape  Rescue,  and  encamped.  Then  4  a.ni  41 +. 
It  was  Sunday  ;  I  did  not  therefore  go  on  until  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day,  in 
consequence  of  which  I  was  enabled  to  get  observations  for  fixing  the  position 
of  the  point.    The  latitude  differs  somewhat  from  what  I  got  in  April ;  but  I  Lat.  76"  le'  is"n. 
can  account  for  that ;  it  was  then  very  cold  for  observing  ;  now  comfortable,  of  cape  Retclc ^ 
and  you  could  arrive  at  accuracy  ;  but  I  defy  an}-  man,  however  good  an 
observer  he  may  be,  to  be  certain  of  his  sights  when  the  temperature  is  so  low 
that  you  feel  yourself  fairly  freezing.    I  have  tried  it  often,  with  the  metal  of 
the  instrument  guarded,  but  have  seldom  escaped  without  feeling  it,  or  got  Ther.  3.15  a.m  .36  +  . 
good  results.  34.—  was  the  lowest  temperature  I  ever  observed  with. 

The  cache  of  provisions  we  left  here  last  April  was  opened  for  examination  ;  southerly, 
and  much  of  the  bread  was  found  wet.  It  was  piclced  out,  and  the  good  dried  as 
much  as  possible  before  replacing  it  again. 

It  was  2.  30.  P.M.  before  we  moved  on,  and  Avith  a  good  floe  at  5.20  isth. 
were  off  Point  Decision.    In  the  cracks,  where  open  water  was  showing  here,  we 
saw  dovekies  for  the  first  time  since  leaving  Point  Innes,  and  a  few  were  shot,  wild  fowl. 
Moving  on,  the  wind  came  up  fresh  from  S.E.,  and  drove  the  sled  along  under 
sail  at  a  pretty  good  rate,  over  ice  not  very  smooth,  certainly,  but  quite  at  the 
rate  of  five  miles  an  hour.    We  could  not,  however,  continue  it  long,  for  off  the 
low  Point  Manning  we  found  much  open  water,  and  long  stretches  of  thin  Much  open  water, 
rotten  ice,  which  obliged  us  to  make  Vv^ide  detours,  to  avoid  getting  in  the 
water.    Numerous  ducks  and  dovekies  were  in  this  Avater,  but  so  shy,  par- 
ticularly the  former,  that  it  was  impossible  to  get  near  them.      Seals  too 
were  occasionally  seen.    They  also  gave  us  a  wide  berth,  and  were  very 
watchful.    I  cannot  say  that  I  should  like  to  be  dependent  on  either  for  my 
daily  meal. 

On  Tuesday  afternoon,  the  19th,  wc  reached  Abandon  Bay  in  a  heavy  doAvn-  Ther.  2.30  p.m.  1.3  +  . 
pour  of  rain ;  in  fact  it  had  been  showeiy  for  the  last  twelve  hours,  and  wind 
veering  from  S.E.  to  S.S.E.,  blowing  strong  occasionally.    The  thermometer 
was  down  to  34.  +  ;  so  Avith  our  wet  garments  it  was  sufficiently  uncomfortable. 

The  boat  I  found  full  of  water,  occasioned  chiefly  b}'  the  snoAV  thawing  Penny's  boat, 
which  was  in  her.  She  was  accordingly  baled  out  and  cleared,  and  everything 
spread  so  that  it  might  dry  the  first  opportunity.  All  poAA^-der  in  the  tin  cases 
Avas  useless,  and  the  clothes  worn  out  cast-off  garments,  &c.  The  case  of 
pemmican  Mr.  Goodsir  had  buried  Avas  noAv  found,  but  nothing  else,  as  I  had 
expected,  having  understood  that  some  fuel  (grease)  had  also  been  cached 
there. 

I  thought  it  better  to  move  on,  and  ascertain  how  far  we  should  have  to  20th. 
draa:  the  boat  over  ice,  before  I  ventured  to  disturb  her.  Accordingly,  after  passins'  ^^n'^^  Phillips, 

1  n  11  /'I  •  !•    1  1  1  encamp. 

over  much  uneven  noe,  at  Ih.  10  m.  of  the  morning  01  the  20th  aa^c  encamped 
on  the  low  shingle  beach  about  Point  Phillips.  We  were  some  time  getting  on 
shore,  for  it  was  high  water,  and  the  ice  all  along  the  beach  afloat,  lying  some 
distance  off,  which,  together  AA^ith  the  leaky  state  of  the  boat,  from  the  severe 
jolting  over  so  rough  a  road,  Ave  could  not  put  much  in  ner  at  a  time,  therefore 
had  to  make  many  trips.  While  the  tents  were  pitching  I  got  a  view  of  the  ice  to  state  of  ice. 
the  westward,  and  was  fully  convinced  that  we  could  make  no  further  move  with 
the  sled  ;  and  the  loose  ice  too  being  close  home  to  that  fast,  there  must  be 
some  move  in  it  before  we  could  get  on  by  water.  The  boat  was  therefore 
hauled  up  ready  for  repairing,  which  she  certainly  much  needed.  It  Avas  now 
raining  very  heavily,  but  quite  calm.  However,  at  11  it  cleared  up,  and  I  went 
to  the  top  of  the  highest  land,  and  got  a  good  vicAv  of  the  further  intended  route 
to  Cape  Beecher,  viz.,  westAA^ard  of  Baillie  Hamilton  and  Dundas  Islands,  and 
for  at  least  10  miles  to  the  westward  there  was  open  water,  AA-ith  onlv  a  few 
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Point  Phillips, 
lat.  75°  33'  7"  N. 
."Long.  94°  22'  32"  W. 
Variation  114°  20' W. 
Ther.  3  p.m.  53.  +  . 
Mid.  33.'+. 

21st. 


22d. 

Ther.  4  a.m.  33,  + . 


Ther.  noon  40.  +  , 


2.3fl. 


ObKtructionK  to  our 
advance. 


Iir  iifH'nn  nut,  nn<l  wi- 
'  rum  till'  hoiitli  ('Ainu- 


loose  pieces  of  ice  driving'  about  (v/Itli  tlie  lif)lit  westerly  wind)  between  Corn- 
wallis  Island  and  the  southern  shores  of  the  former.  It  was  also  clear  to  the 
Avestward  of  BaiUie  Hamilton,  but  not  to  the  eastward. 

From  Cape  Washin<>ton,  the  S.E.  point  of  Baillie  Hamilton  Island,  almost  in 
a  straight  line  directly  across  to  about  half  a  mile  N.W.  of  where  we  encamped, 
was  the  edge  of  the  fast  ice;  but  for  some  distance  within  this  boundary,  or  to 
the  eastward,  it  appeared  very  rotten,  and  would  soon  break  away.  I  hastened 
back  to  the  camp,  and  had  the  boat  been  fit  w<;uld  have  started  immediately ; 
but  it  was  impossible,  for  all  the  patching  we  liad  given  lier  before  starting  had 
so  cracked  and  separated  by  the  shaking  that  she  v/as  just  like  a  sieve;  so 
tliere  could  be  nothing  done  until  she  was  finished,  and  we  were  getting  on  as 
fast  as  our  imperfect  means  and  want  of  firewood  would  allow.  The  grease 
lamps  were  not  sufficient  to  heat  the  irons.  In  the  mean  while  I  got  the  latitude, 
and  a  set  of  equal  altitudes  for  time,  which,  with  others  on  my  return,  enabled 
me  pretty  correctly  to  fix  the  position  of  Point  Phillips. 

The  boat  was  not  finished  until  late  on  the  21st,  and  as  the  wind  has  come 
from  the  N.W.  lately  the  whole  channel  was  full  of  ice,  looking  again  as  if  it 
would  never  move.  Under  these  circumstances  I  determined  on  not  making  use  of 
Captain  Pennj^'s  boat,  but  proceed  in  the  gutta  percha  one  alone  for  Cape  Beecher, 
taking  five  men  and  Mr.  Shellabear ;  the  rest  to  remain  here  until  I  returned.  I 
did  not  expect  to  be  absent  more  than  six  days,  notwithstanding  the  un- 
promising aspect  of  things,  fully  hoping  that  a  shift  of  wind  would  soon  open  a 
passage  for  us  to  cross  to  Baillie  Hamilton ;  tides  too  might  act  favourably,  for 
one  of  the  "  Lady  Franklin's  "  parties  speak  of  the  flood  coming  strong  from  the 
westward  ;  Ave  may  then  infer  that  the  ebb  Avill  be  to  the  westAvard.  I  cannot 
myself  speak  from  experience  ;  but  having  found  they  rise  sufficiently  high  to 
alloAv  of  our  proceeding  by  tracking ;  inside  or  betAveen  the  beech  and  floe,  I 
decided  on  taking  advantage  of  it  to  get  Avesting,  and  seize  the  first  chance  for 
crossing  this  southern  channel.  After  leaving  orders  Avith  the  petty  officer  in 
charge  to  explore  the  country,  and  endeavour  to  pick  up  some  game  to  assist 
their  provisions  (failing  Avhich,  and  I  not  returning  in  time,  to  replenish  from 
the  pemmican  and  bread  in  Abandon  Bay,  only  4  miles  off),  at  10.30p.m.  AA^e 
moved  on  by  tracking  inside  the  heavy  floe  ice. 

At  half-past  one  the  next  morning  Ave  Avere  brought  to  a  standstill,  for  the 
N.W.  Avind  had  driven  the  ice  so  completely  in  on  the  shore,  and  filled  up  the 
channel,  that  Ave  could  not  get  either  one  AA^ay  or  the  other  ;  a  thick  fog  came  on 
too,  so  that  Ave  had  nothing  left  us  but  to  encamp,  haA'ing  onl}'  gained  about  a 
couple  of  miles.  At  4  h.  the  fog  cleared  off,  and  Ave  saAV  that  unless  the 
wind  fell  or  changed  there  Avas  no  knoAving  hoAV  long  Ave  might  be  detained. 
ToAvards  noon  there  was  decidedly  an  improvement,  for  the  Avind  moderated, 
but  the  ice  was  yet  too  heaA'y  to  move,  and  Avas  also  close  packed ;  the  ther- 
mometer at  the  same  time  rising  to  40  Avith  snoAv  falling  soon  after,  I  Avas  in 
hopes  a  change  Avould  folloAV.  At  midnight  the  Avind  Avas  light  from  N.N.W., 
and  forty  minutes  after  Avep;ot  the  boat  in  the  Avater,  and  Avere  gradually  gaining 
westing  by  narrow  lanes  of  water,  threading  our  Avay  among  heavy  hummocks 
and  floe-ice  close  to  the  shore.  We  had  rough  Avork  of  it,  and  at  4h.  the  ice  Avas 
closing  in  on  the  shore.  However,  Ave  got  quite  far  enough  to  the  westward,  but 
to  attempt  crossing  Avould  have  been  certain  destruction  ;  we  therefore  hauled 
the  boat  up,  and  pitched  the  tent.  I'he  tide  too  Avas  on  the  ebb,  and  setting  strong 
to  the  AvestAvard,  the  ice  ])assing  quite  at  the  rate  of  2^  miles  an  hour,  Avith  a 
light  northerly  Avinfl,  so  that  by  half  ebb  I  expected  Ave  might  have  a  clear 
passage,  and  get  aci'oss.  In  this  I  was  disa])])oiiited,  for,  although  there  Avas  an 
open  space  of  water  to  the  eastwnrd  at  8h.  this  morning,  and  Ic^ading  a})parently 
across,  the  fog  Avas  so  tliick  that  1  did  not  like  to  ventur(\  'I'he  Avind  Avas  noAV 
light  from  tlie  wesf  ward.  At  10  li.  the  tide  had  evidently  tunit'd,  for  it  soon 
showed  a  rise  ;  moreover  the  ice  vviis  di'iving  as  hist  eastward  as  it  was  at  an 
earlier  period  west,  closing  iij)  all  opm  waic  r,  and  there  avms  no  possibility  of 
niovingyel.  The  thcrmometei'  Avas  getting  up  now,  and  stood  at  .01.  2  -f-,  Avith 
a  light  wind  from  the  I'i.N.lC,  which  gradually  veered  iinlil  S  whew  it 

Hettlcd  at  south,  with  ruin,  and  contimied  all  nigld- 

On  Simchiy  morning  the  wind  was  still  soittliciiy,  and  the  ice  driving  fast  to 
tlic  wcstwiM-(i,  with  the  ehl)  tide,  and  off  shore  with  the  wind.  At  T)  it,  was  well 
off  Mhorc,  aiifl  opening  out  to  the  eastward,  bnt  packing  in  on  the  southern 
Mliorc'H  of  |{;iillic  Ibiiiillion  Island.    ( breakfast  was  soon  rea-dy,  and  every 


769 


preparation  made  for  a  start;  when  6.40p.m.,  liaving  so  mueh  open  water,  not-  July  isss. 
withstanding  the  rain  and  thick  haze,  we  shoved  off,  and  made  sail  to  a  moderate 
S.E.  breeze  for  Cape  Washington.  We  fomid  the  passage  clear,  and  the 
weather  brightening  up ;  we  coidd  see  either  shores.  The  ice  we  met  in 
detached  pieces  Avas  going  fast  to  the  W.N.W.,  with  the  ebb  tide,  and  of  course 
those  hummocks  showing  a  larger  surface  faster  than  the  floe,  having  tlie 
assistance  of  the  wind,  at  all  cA'ents  the  speed  of  none  I  should  saj  came  up  to 
three  knots. 

At  9h.32m.  we  landed  under  the  high  bluff  of  Cape  Washington,  having  run  a 
distance  of  about  11  miles  in  a  N.  by  E.  course  true.  I  landed  close  to  the 
heavy  pack,  still  fast,  and  could  see  from  some  of  the  highest  hummocks  as 
well  as  the  land  that  large  pieces  in  the  channel  were  streaming  off,  and 
following  the  broken-up  floe  to  the  westward.  All  along  the  southern  shores, 
as  well  as  the  eastern  of  the  island,  the  ice  was  still  heavily  packed,  and  on  the 
latter  it  has  never  moved  this  season  ;  and  being  anxious  to  make  the  most  of 
the  open  water  I  shoved  off  again.  The  tide,  however,  was  on  the  change,  and 
before  we  could  get  through  to  the  open  water  tlie  loose  stuff  driving  in  on  the 
shore  closed  in  on  us  so  rapidly  that  we  had  barely  time  to  haul  up  on  a  floe- 
piece  to  save  the  boat  from  being  crushed.  All  was  now  closing  up,  except  Return  to  the  shore, 
that  well  out  in  the  channel,  so  we  again  made  for  the  shore  ;  and  it  was  not 
until  after  much  hard  labour,  hauling  over  ice  and  making  portages,  that  we 
succeeded  in  reaching  it,  and  encamped  close  to  the  western  part  of  the  high 
bluff  of  Cape  Washington.  It  was  forty  minutes  after  10  h.  w^hen  wx  got  on 
shore,  the  rain  pouring  heavih"  down,  and  continued  steadily  so  until  midnight. 
Feelin.o-  desirous  of  examinino-  into  the  state  of  the  ice  on  the  eastern  shores  of 
the  island,  whether  it  might  not  be  possible  to  get  to  Cape  Beecher  or  return 
by  that  route,  I  walked  along  the  beach  in  that  direction,  passing  close  under 
the  high  bluff  of  Cape  Washington,  the  cliffs  seeming  to  be  alive  with  a  rookery 
of  kittawekes.  From  the  extreme  point  I  gained  about  3  miles  along  the 
shores  from  the  cape.  Saw  nothing  to  convince  me  tliat  the  route  Avas  prac- 
ticable, for  the  ice  was  heavy  and  hummocky ;  no  symptoms  of  open  water, 
therefore  not  available  for  either  boat  or  sled  travelling.  It  did  not  exhibit  the 
slightest  indication  of  having  or  would  move  in  any  reasonable  time,  and  it  Avas 
forced  so  well  in  on  the  shores  that  not  even  inside  it  could  be  found  Avater  for 
such  a  light  boat  as  ours.  I  had  great  reason  to  think  that  I  had  been  most 
fortunate  in  not  succeeding  last  April  in  getting  into  that  route,  as  I  attempted, 
on  my  return  from  Cape  Beecher. 

On  my  return  to  the  tent,  saAA'  that  all  Avater  Avas  closed  up  again  by  the  ice 
driving  fast  to  the  eastAvard,  and  packing  close  in  on  the  southern  shores  of 
Baillie  Hamilton  Island,  leaving  no  hope  of  our  being  able  to  get  further  on  ^j^^^  | 
this  day,  we  therefore  remained  in  camp  until  a  quarter  to  three  on  Monday  ■25th. 
morning,  Avhen  (Avith  the  high  tide;,  finding  AA^ater  sufficient  inside  the  ice  to  Move  on  to  the  west 
float  our  boat,  we  moved  on  vnth.  a  tracking  hne,  pulling  and  poling  occasionally 
as  circumstances  alloAved,    Sometimes  we  had  to  launch  over  the  ice,  and  Avere 
stopped  frequently  for  hours  together.    At  length,  by  taking  every  advantage 
also  of  the  tide  and  ice  opening  out,  at  10  p.m.  the  same  night  Ave  landed  on  a 
low  point  a  short  distance  south  of  Point  Fitzjames,  and  encamped.    In  this  run  Piogress. 
we  were  greatly  assisted  by  the  wind  after  getting  round,  and  about  a  couple  of 
miles  beyond  Point  Vesconte,  AAdiere  we  had  the  last  launch  over  the  inshore 
ice. 

Inside  the  moving  masses  further  north  Ave  could  generally  get  along,  and 
the  Avater  being  smooth,  Avith  a  fair  AAand,  our  progress  Avas  proportionally  rapid. 
The  tide  on  the  ebb  was  going  Avith  us,  but  so  close  in  shore  as  Ave  kept  we 
did  not  feel  its  full  strength.  It  had  taken  a  northerly  direction  after  passing 
Baillie  Hamilton  Island,  and  all  the  ice  noAV  in  sight,  except  the  grounded 
masses  inshore,  Avas  in  full  motion  for  the  Queen's  Channel  at  not  a  greater  rate 
than  2-|  miles  per  hour. 

The  next  morning,  at  6h.  40  m.  we  shoved  off' again  for  Cape  Beecher,  crossed  26th. 
the  channel  betAveen  Baillie  Hamilton  and  Dundas  Islands  (middle  channel) 
through  much  stream  ice,  kept  close  a,long  the  Avestern  shores  of  the  latter 
island,  and  at  11  h.  35  m.  landed  at  Point  Little  for  lunch.  On  stepping  out  of 
the  boat  I  turned  towards  Cape  Beecher,  AA^hen  my  attention  Avas  attracted  by 
the  appearance  of  ships,  but  thinking  it  occasioned  by  the  mirage  throAving  up 
and  distorting  the  heavy  hummocks  I  had  previously  found  on  that  spot,  I 
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'  Assistance  "  and 
'  Pioneer  "  seen. 


Despatches,  &c.  at 
Cape  Beecher. 


Opinion  given. 


IJeceivc  orders. 


I/'-iivc  "  AitMiHtance 
on  return. 


l'<Hlll<;ll  iif  I'flinl 

Miijciull'-, 


Avalked  .iloni"'  the  shores  to  the  eastward,  to  endeavour  to  shoot  some  dovckies 
I  saw,  to  add  to  our  stock,  when  the  objects  preseiitcfl  the  same  appearance.  I 
returned  immediately  to  the  boat,  when  witli  the  ^lass  saw  at  once  that  it  was 
ships,  and  distinguishing  a  steamer  concluded  them  to  })e  the  "  Assistance " 
towed  by  her  tender  the  "  Pioneer."  Luncli  was  no  more  thought  of,  with  an 
exclamation  of  pleasure  every  man  pulled  off  his  outer  frock,  we  shoved  off, 
and  they  bent  to  their  oars  with  a  right  good  will. 

The  distance  across  this  northern  channel  was  seven  miles,  much  ice  was 
streaming  to  the  N.W.  in  long  narrow  lanes,  through  which  we  fortunately 
fovmd  patches  of  open  water  to  allow  of  our  passing,  but  all  our  firing  could 
not  attract  the  attention  of  the  ships,  nor  did  they  see  us  until  we  got  well 
into  the  clear  space  of  open  water  about  two  thirds  of  the  way  across,  Avhen  they 
stopped,  and  at  12 h.  30m.  I  had  the  pleasure  of  shaking  hands  with  Sir  Edward 
Belcher  and  all  his  officers  on  board  their  ship  "  Assistance,"  now  fast  to  the 
land  floe  off  Point  Majendie. 

This  was  a  most  opportune  circumstance,  more  than  we  or  they  at  all  ex- 
pected, and  satisfactory  to  me  in  being  able  to  communicate  personally  with 
the  head  of  the  expedition,  after  a  separation  of  better  than  eleven  months.  Two 
or  three  hours  later  we  should  have  missed  them,  for  they  were  on  their  way 
to  Beechey  Island  by  the  eastern  route,  and  there  was  yet  much  open  water  in 
that  direction. 

I  learnt  that  their  parties  had  first  visited  Cape  Beecher  on  the  24th  April, 
but  only  found  the  cask  of  newspapers  I  had  buried  there  on  the  1 0th. 
The  despatches,  &c.  in  a  Normandy  pippin  tin,  and  placed  close  alongside  the 
cask,  had  been  overlooked,  notwithstanding  my  notice  intimating  that  such  had 
been  left,  consequently  the  officer  returned  without  them,  but  being  sent  back 
he  succeeded  in  discovering  them. 

In  that  second  trip  despatches  had  been  buried  where  I  had  left  mine,  for  my 
party  when  it  was  visited  again.  The  "  Assistance,"  however,  on  passing  the 
point  now,  on  her  return,  found  them  still  remaining  en  cache,  therefore  took 
them  on  board,  Avith  the  intention  of  carrying  them  herself  to  Beechey  Island. 
It  was  then  I  first  saw  them  from  Dundas  Island. 

Erom  Sir  Edward  I  learnt  that  much  new  land  had  been  discovered,  but  no 
traces  whatever  of  the  missing  ones ;  he  also  told  me  that  he  was  going  to 
Beechey  Island  by  the  eastern  route,  and  should  now  only  stop  to  get  his  des- 
patches ready  for  me,  it  being  my  intention  to  return  as  I  came,  so  to  pick  up 
my  men  left  at  Point  Phillips. 

He  had  at  first  intended  keeping  me  with  him,  considering  the  eastern  route 
the  most  practicable,  and  much  easier  for  myself  and  party  to  return  to  Beechey 
Island  by  his  ship.  On  this  point,  however,  I  differed,  not  thinking  it  likely 
that  they  would  get  down  before  us,  in  consequence  of  the  state  in  which  I 
found  the  ice  to  the  eastward  of  tlie  island.  This  opinion  I  gave  Sir  Edward, 
and  also  that  I  considered,  from  Avhat  I  had  observed,  that  passing  down  the 
western  sliores  of  the  islands  Avas  the  most  likely  Avay,  remarking  that  "  I  do 
not  think  you  will  get  down  otherwise."  My  suggestion  Avas  not  taken.  There- 
fore, after  receiving  onkn's  to  i)roceed  to  England,  &c.,  Avith  the  crew  of  the 
"  Investigator,"  on  their  arrival  from  Melville  Island,  should  there  be  no 
vessel  from  England  at  Ik'.eclK^y  Island  when  I  got  there,  all  despatches 
intrusted  to  me  rehiting  to  our  |)roceedings  since  last  letters  were  sent  home, 
I  shoved  off  on  my  return,  with  tlu>  heartfelt  hope  of  soon  seeing  home  once 
again. 

Most  of  tile  people  in  both  ships  confidenl  ly  expected  to  be  at  Beechey 
Ishind  beibre  us.  I  could  not  givt^  any  of  them  sucli  hope,  and  1  received 
directionn  that  Hhouid  we  lie  within  siglit  of  each  other  on  the  way  1  was  to  join. 
'I'hey  got  under  steam,  the  "  Pioneer"  towing  the  "  Assistaiice,"  and  I  shoAa'd 
ofl';  tliey  to  |)ass  to  Ihe  eastward  of  t  he  islands  and  for  the  eastern  shores  of 
Wellington  < 'liannci  ;  I  (or  llic  s;inic  route  we  had  conie.  1  pulled  in  for 
Point  .Vlajciidic,  and  landed  there,  not  only  lo  get  obser\ations  but  build  cairin 
and  de|)osit  not  ices  of  the  visit.  This  detained  me  until  |)ast  noon,  as  1  did 
iiof.  wisli  to  lea  ve  before.  I  got  some  sort  of  sights,  indifferent  as  they  Avere  in 
(•ons(|iieneeortlie  thick  weafJier ;  however,  theirresults  w<  re,  latif  iid(i  7()''  12'  I/", 
and  longitude  'Jh'  Vl'  \i'  \V.,  with  I'oint,  Little,  or  the  N.W.  point  of  Dundas 
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Island,  bearing  S.  15°  10'  W.  (true).    The  position  of  Cape  Beecher  was     .  .-^^b-  isss. 
latitude  76°  13'  30"  N.,  longitude  95°  38'  W.  Secher 

I  now  commenced  my  return,  leaving  Point  Majendie  about  half-past  twelve,  iJetuming. 
under  oars.  We  crossed  the  channel  with  little  or  no  wind,  and  ice  still  drifting 
about  in  heavy  streams,  through  wiiich  we  had  no  great  difficulty  in  finding  a  way. 
Passed  close  down  the  Avcstern  shores  of  Dundas  Island,  crossed  the  middle 
channel,  where  there  was  also  much  driving  ice,  and  that  night,  at  7h.  40m., 
landed  on  Baillie  Hamilton  Island  at  the  same  spot  (close  by  Point  Fitzjames) 
that  we  had  encamped  on  before.  The  ice  was  still  in  the  same  state,  driving 
about  with  the  wind  and  tide,  leaving  in  the  north  and  middle  channel  wide 
spaces  of  clear  water,  but  to  the  west  of  the  islands  it  was  pretty  close  in  heavy 
masses,  and  at  various  distances  off  shore.  There  was  however,  inside,  water, 
and  room  enough  for  any  navigable  purpose. 

The  next  morning,  Thursday,  there  was  a  thick  and  heavy  wetting  fog  28th. 
hanging  about,  obscuring  everything;  quite  calm,  with  thermometer  standing  at 
39.  +  •  We  could  not,  however,  stop  for  it  to  clear,  for  the  men  at  Point  Phillips 
would  soon  be  getting  short  of  provisions,  (I  had  replenished  from  "  Assistance 
and  with  anything  of  a  lead  and  such  calm  weather  I  knew  we  could 
reach  theui  by  midnight  at  the  furthest.  At  a  quarter  to  6  a.m.  we  shoved  off, 
threading  our  way  cautiously  among  the  heavy  masses,  when  at  8h.  30m.  it 
cleared  off  greatly,  and  we  could  make  a  better  advance.  At  10  a.m.  I  landed 
at  Cape  Vesconte,  and  half  way  up  the  hill  got  a  good  view  of  the  channel  for 
some  distance  across,  but  the  fog  was  not  sufficiently  cleared  to  allow  of  our 
seeing  Cornwallis  Land.  At  any  rate  there  were  long  leads  of  water  to  the  S.E., 
and  being  ver}^  anxious  to  get  across  as  soon  as  possible  I  determined  on 
making  the  attempt.  The  wind  at  the  time  Avas  light  from  N.W.,  so  at 
lOh.  40m.  we  shoved  off",  under  both  sail  and  oars,  and  a  fair  prospect  of  making 
a  good  run.  Soon,  however,  the  fog,  instead  of  goin^  on  clearing,  was  again 
coming  thicker,  and  I  do  not  suppose  we  had  got  more 'than  four  miles  off  the 
land  when  we  suddenly  found  the  boat  encircled  with  heavy  driving  ice,  and 
were  compelled  to  haul  up  on  the  best  floe  piece  as  fast  as  possible.  In  a  very 
short  time  every  visible  space  of  water,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see,  was  closed 
up,  with  that  unpleasant  sound  of  grinding  and  crashing  as  the  pieces  met  going 
on  around  us  at  a  fearful  rate,  worse  from  being  hid,  thus  unable  to  conjecture 
how  soon  it  might  come  upon  our  frail  boat.  At  length  the  fog  cleared,  and 
we  fully  saw  our  position  ;  not  any  immediate  danger  certainly,  but  still  enough 
to  show  you  how  requisite  it  was  to  be  active  and  keep  your  senses  about  you. 
The  channel  was  completely  filled  from  shore  to  shore,  and  the  island  shores  critical  position, 
were  the  nearest,  not  more  than  four  miles  distant,  but  the  masses  between  us 
and  it  were  so  heavy  and  in  constant  motion  that  to  walk  to  it,  much  more  get 
the  boat  along,  now  our  only  resource,  was  impossible.  Wind  and  tide  could 
only  open  us  a  passage,  and  the  former  not  exceeding  a  moderate  breeze,  or  it 
would  be  the  Avorse  for  us  ;  and  in  this  jeopardy  were  we  kept  moving  about.  Detention, 
only  to  get  on  a  smooth  floe  as  the  pack  drifted  and  damaged  our  several 
localities,  until  7h.  30m.  of  the  evening  of  the  30th,  when  detected  to  the 
southward  from  a  high  hummock  a  long  stretch  of  smooth  floe  apparently  ter- 
minating in  open  water.  The  wind  at  this  time  was  from  south,  and  had  been 
blowing  lightly  all  da.y,  which  I  do  not  doubt  was  making  water  on  the  southern 
shores,  and  the  ebb  tide  now  running,  the  ice  would  be  opening  out  and 
spreading.  That,  however,  I  did  not  wait  for,  but  determined  on  making  a  push 
for  that  we  now  saw,  and  forthwith  began  to  launch  the  boat.  We  passed  over  Laimcii  over  the  ice. 
a  good  deal  of  heavy  ice  ;  forced  through  small  pools  full  of  brash  and  small 
pieces  ;  when  at  1 1  h.  w^e  reached  the  smooth  floe  ;  pushed  on  most  vigorously,  and 
at  forty -five  minutes  after  one  on  the  morning  of  the  31st  I  had  the  satisfac-  sist. 
tion  of  again  getting  the  boat  in  her  own  element,  on  a  broad  sheet  of  open  '^^^'^^^  ^i^'"  ^p™  ^^.ter. 
water  four  or  five  miles  from  Cornwallis  Island,  and  six  to  the  w-estward  of 
Point  Phillips.  After  such  work  we  could  not  expect  our  boat  to  have  escaped 
scathless  ;  fortunately  it  was  nothing  more  than  what  we  could  remedy  by 
Constant  baling,  for  the  ice  with  the  fresh  southerly  breeze  w^as  now  driving 
fast  to  the  N.W.,  and  increasing  our  distance  every  moment,  until  we  were  off 
it ;  when  an  making  sail  we  ran  along  the  land  to  the  S.E.,  and  at  four  o'clock 
reached  Point  Phillips,  where  I  found  my  men  all  well,  but  getting  very  anxious  ^'oint  Phillips, 
at  our  protracted  absence.    Thej'^  had  made  use  of  the  bread  in  Penny's 
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Gutta  Percha  Boat  ■ 
ft.  in. 

Length  over  all  23  0 
Keel  -  -  20  0 
Breadth,  extreme  6  4 
Depth    -  .24 


July  1853.       hoat,  but  had  not  ])een  successful  in  getting  game;  in  fact  they  had  not  seen 
any. 

state  of  ice,  &c.  I  found  thc  icc  brokcii  avv^ay  from  tlie  main  floe  about  three  miles  further  to 

the  eastward  than  when  I  arrived  here  on  the  morning  of  the  20th,  a.nd  for  a 
considerable  distance  within  the  outer  edge  the  floe  appeared  very  rotten,  evinc- 
ing signs  of  a  speedy  disruption  on  this  southern  shore.  To  the  north  and 
N.E.  it  vras  as  heavy  as  ever.  Within  a  very  irregular  arc  of  a  circle,  touching 
Cornwaliis  Land  about  a  mile  S.E.  of  Point  Phillips  and  Baillie  Hamilton  Island 
a  mile  or  so  north  of  Cape  Washington,  all  to  the  westward  of  that  by  noon 
was  a  clear  and  open  sea. 

It  took  us  nearly  all  day  to  repair  the  boat,  which,  by-the-bye,  I  must  say- 
is  the  best  that  could  possibly  be  had  for  this  purpose.  We  could  not  have  got 
on  with  any  other  (say  a  whale  boat)  so  well,  or  in  so  short  a  time  ;  besides,  her 
peculiar  material  insuring  lightness,  that  she  was  easily  handled,  the  crew  of  five 
men  hauling  her  up  on  the  icc  in  a  much  shorter  time  than  double  the  number 
could  have  done  with  one  in  common  use  ;  and  the  distance  she  was  launched 
W'as  accomplished  in  half  the  time  ;  she  was  not  unlike  a  snake,  pliant  and  light, 
and  so  giving  to  the  irregularities  of  the  surface  that  the  men  were  compara- 
tively little  fatigued.  The  requiring  repair  so  constantly  w^as  entirely  from  not 
having  the  proper  material  or  means  for  putting  it  on.  Much  of  the  sound  gutta 
percha  had  frequent  hard  rubs  and  rough  contact  with  lumps  of  ice,  but  showed 
no  other  signs  of  injury  generally  than  a  slight  indentation.  I  W'Ould  strongly 
recommend  them  for  this  service,  or  in  fact  any  other.  She  not  only  pulls  and 
sails  well,  but  is  stiff  under  canvas,  bow  and  stern  alike,  with  a  good  flat 
floor. 

I  got  observations  again  here,  which  gave  me  data  for  fixing  the  position, 
and  which  I  have  noted  on  the  20th.  The  temperature,  while  travelling 
this  month,  was  as  follows  : — maximum  54. 4- ,  minimum  30  .  5  + ,  mean  38.8  +  . 
August  1st,  185.3.  This  morning  was  about  the  finest  we  have  had  on  the  journey,  and  we 
were  moving  betimes,  preparing  for  our  return,  and  all  hoping  for  a  final 
departure  from  such  frozen  scenes  as  were  around  us,  for,  turn  which  ever 
way  you  will,  there  is  the  same  convincing  reminder  of  what  part  of  the  world 
you  arc  in.  At  2  .  30  a.m.  we  were  up  and  moving-  about ;  when,  at  3h,  an  object 
to  the  nortliAvard  attracted  my  attention,  and  seemed  as  if  coming  fast  towards 
us  through  the  icc,  bearing  also  the  exact  resemblance  of  a  boat  pulling.  A 

Deceptive  appearance,  look  witli  the  glass  did  iiot  undcccive  iiic,  whcu  I  concluded  immediately  that 
it  must  be  a  boat  from  the  "  Assistance,"  coming  in  with  something  that  had 
perhaps  been  forgotten.  I'o  make  sure,  I  shoved  off  immediately,  and,  having 
nothing  in  my  boat  but  the  crcv*',  >ve  rapidly  neared  thc  object,  and  discovered 
it  U)  be  (standing  alone)  a  large  black  hummock  of  ice.  I  got  on  the  ice 
near  it,  and  as  far  to  the  north  as  the  eye  could  reach  there  Avas  no  sign  of 
anything  or  indication  of  a  speedy  disruption  of  this  ice.  I  therefore  returned, 
loaded  the  boat,  and  at  4  h.  30  m.  shoved  off  with  the  sled  in  tow  ;  pulled  up 

Sled  in  use  azain.  for  thc  fimi  floc,  haulcd  tlic  slcd  u]),  got  the  boat  on  it  and  lashed,  and  com- 
menced our  return  inarch  to  the  ship 

The  br(>eze  was  light  from  W.8.W.,  and  we  could  make  sail,  but  were  soon 
obliged  to  take  it,  in,  for,  getting  ivmongst  lanes  of  water  and  thin  rotten  ice,  it 
was  impossible  to  keep  the  c()urs(>  I  intended,  namely,  direct  for  ('ape  IJoAvden. 
At  length  the  floc  not  so  bad  and  unsafe,  with  the  sled  breaking  through,  and 
all  getting  their  share  of  welting,  that  f  was  obliged  to  make  in  for  the  sliore. 

Bad  *tau;  of  ice.  This  roltru  icc  extended  as  far  as  we  coidd  see  towards  ('ape  liowden,  over  a 
very  w"de  surface  ;  and  I  feel  confident  that  a  steamer  could  have  forced  her 
way  tlirough  it,  w  ith  an  occasional  application  of  powder  to  shatter  the  heavy 
])ier'es,  'J'Ik;  water  on  the  ice  was  most  plentil'ul,  and  we  liad  much  difliculty  in 
getting  1o  llic  inshore  Ice  of  Abandon  Hay,  before  again  proceeding  on  our 
coiu'sc,  now  \)y  llie  shore,  (Vc. 

I)cr</re  reaeliing  Point  Manning  we  canic  lo  a  \  c'ry  large  space  of  ojieii  waler, 
juid  were  obliged  to  lanndi  ilic  boat  lo  get  along.  (  Mose  oil"  the  point  1  now 
Hfiw  a  low  shingly  spit,  which  must  be  the  small  island  named  by  thc  Americans 

Murdmgh  I»Up.  iMui-da^li  Island,  wlicn  Ihey  were  (h'iwn  up  lliis  channel,  and  is  tlie  fuiihcst 

poinl  1  hey  readied.  In  our  charbi  it  is  erroneously  ))laced  off  thc  bay  formed 
ny  Poinls  Hcscuc  and  Decision,  and  looked  for  there  In  my  first  journey  lo  and 
floM)  (^apc  Meechcr,  but  nol  finding  it  concluded  lhaf  it  was  hid  l)y  floe.  It  is 
now  only  |)urtlully  inico\ crcd,  h;i\iiig  slill  nuich  heavy  ice  piled  on  lop  oj'  it. 
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The  Point  Manning,  too,  was  perfectly  distinguishable  now,  its  description      August  is 53. 
answering  so  well  that  I  could  not  mistake  Point  Decision  for  it,  as  I  had  done 
on  my  former  journey.     It  was  then  covered  with  snow;  now  bare,  and 
everything  seen  plainly. 

We  rounded  the  point  under  oars,  and  for  a  long  time  got  along  inside  the 
heavy  ice  at  high  water  by  tracking  ;  after  which  we  hauled  up  on  the  floe,  and 
proceeded  with  sled,  and  fifteen  minutes  before  one  on  the  morning  of  Thursday 
the  4th  we  landed  at  Cape  Rescue.    The  ice  was  a  mile  off  this  latter  point  at  4th. 
the  ebb  tides,  but  returning  again  Avith  the  flood;  and  on  either  side  for  a  Tiier.  3 p.m.  33-8+. 
considerable  way  was  open  Avater,  with  loose  ice  floating  about  in  it.    At  Point  Point  Decision.^ 
Decision  it  was  also  in  the  same  state ;  and,  having  encamped  there  on  the  Long.\3^°^r*46"  w. 
morning  of  the  3d,  I  sezed  the  opportunity  of  getting  a  set  of  sights  for  time, 
which,  with  the  latitude  obtained  last  April,  fixes  its  position. 

On  examining  the  cairn  and  provisions  deposited  at  Cape  Rescue,  found  the  Caims  at  Cape  Eescne. 
bears  had  broken  in,  and  committed  sad  havock  amongst  the  bread.  I  therefore 
moved  the  stores  to  another  spot  close  up  under  the  hill,  on  a  line  of  compass 
bearing  N.  34°  30'  W.  Here  there  were  plenty  of  large  stones  to  build 
with.  At  the  original  spot  it  was  nothing  but  gravel,  where  now  two  cairns 
were  raised  merely  to  attract  notice,  and  containing  the  bearing  of  the  ^iier.  e  p.m.  36.  +  . 
provisions. 

(Copy  of  Notice). 

"  Cape  Rescue,  July  17,  1853. 
"  Captain  Pullen  arrived  here  early  this  morning  on  his  way  to  Cape  Notice  in  calm. 
"  Beecher,  having  left  the  "North  Star  "in  Erebus  and  Terror  Bay  on  the 
"  11th,  with  a  party  of  ten  men  and  an  officer,  with  boat  and  sled.  Proceeded 
"  on  the  18th. 

"  The  above  party  arrived  here  on  their  return  on  the  morning  of  the 
"  4th  August,  having  met  the  "  Assistance  "  and  "  Pioneer  "  off  Point  Majendie. 
"  Sir  E.  Belcher  intended  passing  down  the  eastern  shores  of  Wellington 
"  Channel  to  Beechey  Island. 

"  On  a  line  N.  34°  30'  W.  by  compass,  underneath  the  second  heap  from 
"  this,  and  close  under  the  rugged  part  of  the  hill,  is  deposited  70  lbs.  of 
"  pemraican,  50  lbs.  of  bread,  and  some  grease,  all  removed  from  this,  bears 
"  having  broken  in  on  a  former  occasion.  The  cairn  on  the  beach  also  directs 
"  to  the  provisions." 

Between  this  cairn  and  the  one  with  the  provisions.  Underneath,  directly 
on  the  line  of  bearing,  Avas  a  large  heap  of  gravel  serving  as  a  line  of  direc- 
tion. The  cairn  on  the  beach  was  close  by  where  the  tents  stood,  and  Caim  on  beach, 
where  we  had  landed  ;  a  tin  was  placed  in  it,  directing  to  the  provisions ;  and 
in  case  in  either  cairn  it  should  be  lost,  several  empty  tins  were  about  each 
with  the  bearings,  and  the  words  marked  on  them  "  Look  for  provisions." 

Strong  winds,  accompanied  with  rain  and  snow,  would  not  admit  of  our  eth. 
leaving  this  until  Saturday  morning,  during  Avhich  detention  the  spaces  of  open  ^j^^^^' 
water  about  the  point  became  more  enlarged,  or  more  ice  broke  off  from  the 
floe,  thus  wasting  away  the  quicker. 

It  was  10  A.M  when  we  shoved  off,  and  the  flood  tide  making  was  driving  all  state  of  ice. 
the  loose  ice  in  on  the  shore,  and  opening  out  the  loose  stuff,  causing  much  loss 
of  time  and  difficulty  in  getting  along  with  the  sled,  dangerous  also  until  we 
got  on  to  the  sound  floe  ;  but  there  was  no  avoiding  it,  and  to  get  on  with  sled  or 
boat  alone  was  impossible.    Neither  was  the  progress  or  state  of  travelling 
much  improved  when  Ave  got  on  the  sound  floe,  for  the  surface  Avater  has  so 
increased  that  to  get  along  a  distance  of  even  30  feet  dry  travelling  was  a 
rarity,  and  having  to  walk  in  the  heavy  sea  boots  was  dreadfully  fatiguing. 
They  also  AA^ere  totally  unfit  for  what  they  were  intended,  badly  made,  and  of  Ther.32.+  and  36.  +  . 
bad  material,  just  like  brown  paper.    Our  feet  constantly  Avet ;  and  AA^ien  the 
water  got  over  the  tops, — a  fi-equent  occurrence, — the  cold  Avas  so  intense  that  I 
AA'as  ahvays  obliged  to  stop,  off  boots,  and  Avring  out  my  stockings  ;  and 
this  Avas  generally  an  occurrence,  even  under  ordinary  circumstances,  of  tAvice  a 
day.    At  length  on  the  noon  of  the  11th  we  reached  the  edge  of  the  fast  ice  off  Eeach  the  extreme  of 
Point  Innes.  fast  ice. 

The  open  water  Avas  in  long  lanes,  stretching  apparently  across  the  channel  nth, 
to  CornAvallis  Island,  and  the  heavy  floe  pieces  driA^ing  abort  in  it,  closing 
home,  and  opening  out  Avith  movements  of  tide  and  influence  of  Avind.  We 
IV.  5  F 


774 


August  1853. 


Arrive  on  board. 


Captain  Inglefield 
arrives. 

Concluding  remarks. 


Tides,  &c. 


Weather,  &c. 


were  just  in  time  to  reach  the  water  open,  and  were  enabled  to  get  round  Cape 
Spencer  by  boat,  and  on  to  the  fast  floe  in  Union  Bay,  where,  getting  her  once 
more  on  her  carriage,  we  reached  tlic  ship  at  5  i).  30  ra.  that  afternoon,  after 
absence  of  thirty-one  days,  with  all  the  party  in  perfect  health,  but  rather  tired, 
having  had  throughout  a  most  fatiguing  and  wet  journey.  Her  Majesty's 
steam  sloop  "  Phoenix,"  Commander  Inglefield,  and  "  Breadalbane,  "  transport, 
were  lying  at  the  floe  edge. 

From  the  appearance  of  the  ice  in  Wellington  Channel,  all  of  a  heavy 
character,  no  cracks  in  it,  showing  little  signs  of  disruption  other  than  a 
quantity  of  water  in  pools,  so  generally  covered  with  young  ice  that  I  have 
sometimes  found  hard  to  break  in  walking  among  it,  the  advanced  period  of 
the  season,  and  much  ice  in  Barrow's  Strait,  leads  me  to  think  that  Wellington 
Channel  will  not  clear  out  completely  this  season ;  and  the  ice  in  several  places 
measured  five  and  six  feet  in  thickness,  through  smooth  floe  only. 

This,  however,  is  impossible  to  be  certain  of,  for  there  is  no  knowing  what  a 
strong  wind  may  effect,  or  when  one  may  come  on.  Tides  too  have  their 
share  in  it,  and  the  best,  I  think,  great  at  the  full  and  change,  with  anything  of 
a  breeze.  At  all  events,  from  what  I  have  seen  I  consider  that  the  western 
route  as  far  as  Cape  Rescue  is  the  preferable,  and  the  most  likely  one  to  get 
earliest  to  Beechey  Island,  compared  to  the  eastern  shores.  A  more  advanced 
position  may  be  obtained  by  a  ship,  and  the  large  space  of  rotten  ice,  so  far  as 
Cape  Rescue,  with  steam  at  command,  offers  but  little  obstruction ;  then  cut 
into  the  heavy  ice  inside  the  line  between  Cape  Rescue  and  Point  Decision,  to 
await  a  further  opportmiity,  perhaps  not  far  off.  A  strong  breeze  from  either 
S.E.  or  N.W.  might  probably  clear  it  out  at  the  time  of  spring  tides. 

In  the  Mauray  Channel  both  ebb  and  flood  follow  the  direction  of  the  land. 
To  the  westward  of  the  islands  ebb  to  and  flood  from  the  Queen's  Channel  or 
Polar  Sea,  perhaps  Davis'  Strait,  through  Jones'  and  Smith's  Sounds,  &c. 
In  the  strength  of  tides,  &c.  I  cannot  vouch  for  more  than  2^  knots  in  moderate 
weather ;  certainly  not  over  3  with  a  breeze  in  same  direction.  Heavy  pieces  of 
ice,  having  a  large  surface  above  water,  with  a  fair  wind  and  tide,  certainly  will 
go  fast,  which  may  perhaps  account  for  Captain  Penny's  imagining  they  are  so 
strong  about  these  islands. 

While  detained  so  long  on  the  ice  between  Baillie  Hamilton  and  Cornwallis 
Islands,  the  tide  appeared  to  have  but  little  to  do  with  the  movements  of  it.  It 
looked  more  like  the  wind  acting  on  the  high  hummocky  stuff,  similar  to  a 
number  of  sails  spread  purposely  to  catch  it. 

The  weather  throughout  was  fine,  occasionally,  however,  a  heavy  shower  of 
rain,  but  never  lasting  very  long. 

Winds  were  from  all  quarters,  the  strongest  generally  S.E.,  but  never  such 
as  to  cause  detention,  miless  accompanied  with  thick  snow  or  fog.  Sunshiny 
days  were  few  and  far  between ;  but  the  temperature  two  or  three  times  was 
what  we  might  call  oppressive  for  travelling,  the  thermometer  showing  53°.  The 
minimum  temperature  was  29° ;  the  general  range  32°  to  36°- 


Summary  of  Distances  travelled. — July  and  August,  1853. 

Distance  travelled   from  ship   at  Beechey  Island  to  Cape  Miles. 

Beccher  by  floe        -        -  -      "    -  -  -  121i^ 

Returning  -  -  -  -  -  -  -118 

Whole  Distance         -  -  -  239i 

DiHtances  to  Cape  liecclicr  in  straight  line 

l.iArrriii)i';H  and  J.<ON(;rnii)i';s,  tVc.,  astronomi(;ally  obtained. 

JilitiliKlc.  J,(nigitu(K^  Variation. 
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('ape  Kcsciic 
I'onil,  DcciKion 
Penny'H  lioat 
I'oiiit,  Pliiilips 
Point  iVliijciidie 
(Jttj)e  Ik'ccher 


75  If)  13  N. 

75  21  2^1 

75  :U)  12 

75  33  7 

70  12  47 

70  i:{  30 


9.3  (2  29  W. 
93  51  1() 


144  20    0.  W. 


-  9^1  22  .32 

-  95  12    9  — 

-  95  .3H  0 

W.  ,1.  S.  I'uM.KN,  ( lonnniiridcr, 

n.M'ti.  Shij)  "  North  Star." 
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The  ice  had  only  eased  ofF  m  Barrow  Straits  on  the  1st  of  August  1853,      August  is 53. 
making  a  wide  lane  of  open  water  at  the  floe  edge,  a  short  distance  outside  a 
line  from  the  south  cliffs  of  Beechej  Island  to  Cape  Riley.    Two  casks  with 
notices  were  sent  adrift  directly,  being  the  first  we  have  dispatched  this  year. 

The  "Phoenix"  and  transport  arrived  on  the  8th,  barely  finding  open  water  " Phoenix," 
sufficient  to  get  along  close  on  the  northern  shores.  They  had  got  into  Lan- 
caster Sound  on  the  27th  July,  and  were  obliged  to  go  into  Dundas  Harbour, 
Croker  Bay,  to  await  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice ;  and  it  was  not  until  the  6th 
August  that  they  could  put  to  sea  again,  under  steam ;  so  the  chances  were 
against  a  sailing  vessel  getting  to  Beechey  Island  so  soon. 

On  the  9th,  both  the  "  Phoenix "  and  transport  were  able  to  move  to  Cape 
Riley,  and  discharging  went  on  expeditiously,  inasmuch  as  the  "  Breadalbane  " 
could  lie  alongside  the  rocks.  Barrows  Straits  was  pretty  clear  then,  streams 
of  ice  only  driving  about  with  tide  and  wind,  the  latter  from  N.  N.W.  and  N.W., 
fight ;  however,  the  wind  came  in  fresh  on  the  10th  from  S.E,  and  set  the  ice 
again  in  motion,  moving  to  the  Avestward,  in  on  the  northern  shores,  and  drove 
the  two  vessels  from  their  berth.  They  regained  the  floe  edge  again,  about  a 
mile  east  of  Beechey  Island,  and  were  getting  the  stores,  &c  on  shore  to  the 
house  when  I  arrived  on  the  11  th.  The  ice  then  in  Barrows  Straits  was  driving 
about  in  heavy  masses,  but  a  few  lanes  of  open  water  were  to  be  seen  to  the  S.E. 
Both  the  new  arrivals  had  already  had  a  taste  of  the  dangers  of  these  regions ; 
enough  to  warn  them  that  they  were  not  lying  at  Spithead.  Each  had  received 
a  slight  nip. 

The  transport  had  brought  out  stores  and  provisions  for  the  squadron,  and  all 
hands  were  therefore  busily  getting  them  on  shore.  There  Avas  every  prospect 
of  its  being  a  very  long  job,  for  they  were  at  least  two  miles  from  the  house, 
and  a  little  more  from  us ;  and  having  to  sledge  everything  over  the  ice,  with 
plenty  of  water  in  large  pools  on  it,  and  the  winding  course  to  be  pursued, 
increased  the  distance.  The  bread  too,  packed  in  nothing  but  the  common 
bread  bag,  was  liable  to  get  wet  and  damaged. 

Commander  Inglefield  was  away  leaving  his  ship  two  days  after  he  arrived, 
having  gone  up  Wellington  Channel  for  the  purpose  of  meeting  me,  and  getting 
the  sooner  any  intelligence  I  might  be  in  possession  of  respecting  Sir  Edward 
Belcher's  movements.  Mr.  Alston,  mate  of  the  "  North  Star,"  had  gone  with  him.  Commander  ingie- 
It  is  therefore  probable  that  he  would  make  for  Cape  Rescue  direct,  where  I  find's  moyements. 
had  left  a  notice  stating  where  the  "  Assistance  "  was  likely  to  be  found,  the 
course  she  was  pursuing,  also  where  and  when  I  parted  from  her  (27th  July). 
Commander  Inglefield,  on  reaching  Cape  Rescue,  I  thought  might  go  on  to 
Point  Hogarth ;  but  when  I  learnt  that  he  had  taken  with  him  two  boats,  a 
whale  boat  and  dingey,  and  only  four  men,  1  knew  he  could  not  get  far  with 
them.  He  might  possibly  go  on  with  the  dingey,  and  I  had  some  idea  of  send- 
ing a  party  out  to  endeavour  to  overtake  him,  but  on  second  thoughts  consi- 
dered it  more  advisable  to  send  on  at  once  to  Sir  Edward,  more  particularly  as 
Commander  Inglefield  had  not  taken  with  him  all  the  despatches. 

As  I  had  no  officer  to  send  with  this  party,  I  requested  Mr.  Elliot,  the  1st  Lieut.  Beiiot,  French 
Lieutenant,  and  in  command  of  "  Phoenix"  pro  tern.,  to  furnish  an  officer;  but  dim|e o^Ds'^atcbes. 
having  none  acquainted  with  the  ice  travelling,  he  suggested  that  M.  Bellot,  the 
French  Lieutenant  now  in  the  steamer,  would  undertake  the  service.  Knowing 
this  officer  as  I  did,  and  his  knowledge  gained  of  these  regions  while  in  the 
"  Prince  Albert,"  I  considered  he  would  be  the  most  fitting  person  for  the  office; 
but  being  a  foreigner  J  felt  a  delicacy  in  sending  him,  or  giving  him  orders. 
However,  he  came  to  me  some  little  time  after,  and  readily  volunteered  his 
services,  when  a  party  was  forthwith  prepared.    They  were  ready  by  the  sec  b  2.  No.  65  (En- 
evening  of  the  12th.  M,  Bellot  came  on  board,  when  giving  him  merely  a  letter  '"^"^"''e)- 
for  his  guidance,  urging  the  necessity  of  keeping  the  eastern  shores  of  Welling- 
ton Channel  close  aboard,  at  lOh.  that  night  he  started  for  Point  Hogarth,  with 
four  men  and  a  small  sled,  lightly  equipped,  taking  all  the  despatches  brought 
out  by  "  Phoenix." 

Amongst  other  reports  I  received  from  Mr.  PuUen,  master,  was  the  recoA  ery  ifecovery  of  s.b. 
of  the  small  bower  anchor  and  part  of  the  chain,  all  of  which  I  had  given  up  as 
lost.    The  anchor  was  now  hanging  safely  at  the  bows,  so  that  the  position  in 
which  we  had  been  placed  last  year  and  throughout  so  long  a  period  has  not 
been  attended  with  any  loss  of  stores,  &c.,  or,  as  far  as  we  can  yet  see  or  find 
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August  1853.      out,  any  damage  to  the  ship.    In  fact  she  is  in  as  good  a  condition  now,  for  any 
service  for  wliich  she  may  be  ref[uired,  as  when  we  left  England. 

Returning  home  I  think  we  shall  hardly  realize  this  year,  for  it  now  comes  to 
that  paragraph  in  my  orders  received  from  the  senior  officer,  that  shouhl  a  ship 
arrive  from  England  you  will  retain  your  post.  There  is  a  ship  here.  She  will 
therefore  do  what  I  had  been  ordered  to  perform,  namely,  take  home  the  crew  of 
"  Investigator,"  on  their  arrival  from  Melville  Island,  &c.;  but  by  what  I  learn  of 
Commander  Inglefield's  intentions  respecting  his  stay,  he  will  get  away  as  soon 
as  he  possibly  can,  expecting  the  "  Breadalbane  "  to  be  discharged  before  the 
1st  September.  This  is  the  period  fixed  upon  for  my  departure.  Of  course  then  I 
cannot  go,  without  either  the  "  Phoenix  "  gets  away,  and  a  vessel  from  the  westward 
reaches  this  after  she  is  gone.  The  latter  as  prospects  go  at  present,  I  deem  very 
improbable;  the  former  not  likely  to  get  away  before  the  1st,  as  I  hardly  think 
the  "  Breadalbane  "  will  be  cleared  by  that  time  ;  at  all  events  there  is  but  little 
hope  of  our  seeing  home  this  year.  Everything,  however,  will  be  ready.  The 
ship  is  well  advanced  in  the  canal,  and  we  only  require  the  getting  on  board  from 
Northumberland  House  a  few  more  provisions,  as  all  had  been  previously  landed, 
but  9  months  for  my  own  crew  (41),  while  I  was  away,  as  I  had  ordered, 
never  thinking  that  I  should  meet  the  "Assistance,"  and  be  ordered  home.  This 
we  can  complete  when  the  men  have  done  with  the  transport,  for  all  are  now 
busily  engaged  discharging  her. 
Position  of "  Phoenix."      Ou  the  moming  of  the  12th  I  vent  to  the  floe  edge,  and  on  board  H.M. 

steam  sloop  "  Phoenix,"  and  saAV  that  they  were  not  lying  in  a  convenient  posi- 
tion for  discharging,  or  was  there  a  better  one  to  be  got  in  the  present  state  of 
the  ice.  It  was  still  moving  about,  but  fortunately  keeping  a  short  space  out- 
side them.  They  were  certainly  in  no  immediate  danger;  but  I  must  say  I  would 
rather  have  seen  them  in  dock,  and  could  not  but  help  expressing  surprise  to 
Lieutenant  Elliot  that  they  had  not  cut  in  on  arrival.  He  then  gave  the  reason 
of  having  been  to  Cape  Rile}^,  and  that  they  w^ere  getting  on  much  faster  there, 
landing  stores  ;  and,  considering  it  myself,  under  existing  circumstances,  the  best 
place,  told  him  he  had  better  get  there  when  possible.  Now,  however,  it  was  out 
of  the  question,  and  in  the  obstruction  to  it  consisted  their  safety  in  their  present 
position.  To  the  eastward  of  them,  and  stretching  far  out  beyond  Cape  Riley, 
was  a  tongue  of  heavy  bay  ice,  which  protected  them  from  any  driving  to  the  west- 
ward, and  being  within  a  line  from  the  S.W.  point  of  Beechey  Island  to  Cape 
Riley  any  ice  driving  out  of  Wellington  Channel  and  eastward  as  well  as 
from  Barrow  Straits  would  pass  outside,  assisted  off  by  the  ebb  tides  of  the 
bay. 

On  the  evening  of  the  14th  the  ice  made  a  slight  movement  in  the  bay,  and 
the  next  morning  several  w^ide  spaces  of  open  water  were  observed  on  its 
northern  and  eastern  shores. 

The  wind  when  the  ice  first  moved  was  1  in  strength  from  E.  by  S.,  but  it 
gradually  got  up  to  4,  and  at  midnight,  a  stiff  breeze,  6,  lasting  until  4  a.m.  the 
next  morning,  when  it  fell  again  to  a  moderate  breeze. 

This  move  in  the  ice  was,  if  I  may  so  sa}^  lateral,  or  across  the  bay,  for  it 
closed  our  canal,  greatly  reducing  its  breadth  fortunately  it  stopped  before  it 
came  home  to  our  bilge,  but  a  hundred  yards  astern  it  was  close  too. 

A  strong  north  orN.W.  wind  would  soon  drive  the  ice  off  the  northern  shores 
of  Barrow  Straits,  :uid  not  at  all  unlikely  out  of  this  bay,  and  Ave  should 
certainly  go  with  it.  To  shnke  it  off'  in  the  bay  or  hold  against  it  would  be  an 
ini])ossibiiity,  but  outside,  witli  plenty  of  room,  and  a  moderate  breeze  from  same 
quarter,  })etween  north  and  south  round  by  west,  I  should  feel  under  no  ap])rc- 
liension  of  not  regaining  the  anchorage,  oi'  getting  into  (iascoine  Inlet.  Tlic 
fhingers  woidd  be  in  going  out, ;  as  1  iipprehend  that  as  the  ice  moves  southerly 
out  of  I  he  up|)cr  part  ol'  I  he  bay,  from  its  shape;  is  set  over  to  the  westward,  and 
likely  to  j;un  you  in  on  the  shoal  ground  under  the  south  clilfs  of  Jieechey 
Island.  Second,  ;i,  shift  of  wind  to  south  or  S.E.,  after  outside,  before  you  had 
got  clear  of  the  hamper,  would  be  liahic  lo  detain  you  in  it;  perhaps  get  a  good 
nip;  even  a  calm  Avould  be  bad,  for  then  you  have  the  whole  influence  of  the 
tiflc,  williouf  knowing  exactly  its  set.  This  is  Ihe  time  when  a,  steamer  lias  the 
arlvantiigc  ;  and  now  even,  with  I  he  ice  only  easing  oil'  I'rom  the  mouth  of  the  bay, 
one  might  work  her  way  easterly,  as  we  can  see  from  the  sunnnit  of  the  island 
IciuIh  in  that  dircclion  To  or  from  llic  westward  J  sec  no  hope  of  anything 
being  able;  io  go  or  ( onic 


lec  moveijn  the  bay. 
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The  winds  most  frequent  now,  and  which  do  the  greatest  damage,  are  from  pj.g^^g^"^\^^f'" 
quarters  between  east  and  south  ;  and  the  ice  outside  is  not  only  heavy,  but  in  general  state  of  i'ce. 
continued  motion,  Avind  and  tide  both  acting  on  it,  so  that  the  scene  outside  is 
ever  changing,  but  never  clearing. 

How  different  from  what  it  was  last  year  ;  then  all  open  water ;  now  all 
crowded  with  ice.  I  fear  much  it  will  be  a  very  late  season,  and  it  certainly 
looks  very  doubtful  indeed  whether  we  shall  get  any  intelligence  from  Melville 
Island  by  travellers,  &c., — much  more  by  ship. 

On  the  l6th  the  ice  outside  eased  off  from  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  taking  a  letb. 
great  portion  of  the  long  tongue  piece  intervening  between  the  two  vessels  at  ^^Ptoenix"  and 
the  floe  edge  and  Cape  Riley,    They  Avere  therefore  enabled  to  get  to  it,  and  thei'/berth.^"^ 
discharge,  taking  a  berth  outside  close  to  the  rocks  a  short  Avay  east  of  the 
extreme  point. 

Commander  Inglefield  returned  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  and  on  9°"™^"<^ei'  '^^gie- 
reporting  mj'self  to  him,  I  learned  that  he  had  only  reached  Cape  Rescue,  and  ^'^^'^ ^ 
on  opening  my  documents  left  on  the  5th  of  August  knew  where  to  look  for 
Sir  E,  Belcher,  Further  onward,  however,  he  did  not  think  it  prudent  to  go, 
in  consequence  of  the  quantity  of  open  water  and  bad  state  of  the  ice  in  every 
direction,  therefore  made  the  best  of  his  way  back  to  his  ship.  The  route 
pursued,  after  crossing  from  Cape  Spencer  to  the  west  shores  of  Wellington 
Channel  by  boat,  Avas  along  the  shore,  Avalking  from  a  little  north  of  BarloAV 
Inlet  to  Cape  Rescue.  Commander  Inglefield  stated  that  he  saw  no  chance  of 
the  ice  clearing  out  of  the  Wellington  Channel  this  season. 

Although  the  present  position  of  the  t\A"o  vessels  is  not  a  A^ery  snug  one,  opinion  as  to  tiie  fit- 
there  is  no  immediate  danger,  but  at  the  first  move  of  the  ice  they  must  get  ness  ofthetwovesseii? 

.  •  •  .        lor  tliis  SBi'vicc. 

away  from  it.  At  present,  with  the  AA^nd  northerly,  it  keeps  clear,  passing 
outside.  I  w^ould  rather  see  them  in  dock  with  us,  for  neither  appear  to  be 
the  sort  of  craft  for  this  serAdce.  The  "  Phoenix,"  in  the  first  place,  is  too  long 
and  uiiAvieldy  ;  and  to  unship  her  screv/  is  a  Avork  of  hours  instead  of  minutes. 
One  is  alread}-  damaged,  and  her  false  stern  post  shaky.  The  transport  appears 
to  AA^ant  strengthening,  and  I  expect  the  ice  in  a  run  Avould  Avalk  through  her 
like  broAvn  paper. 

They  did  not  retain  their  position  long,  for  on  the  morning  of  the  17th  a  irth. 
moderate  breeze  from  West  and  S.W.,  the  ice  Avas  closing  in  on  the  point,  and 
moA'ing  rapidly  AA^estAA^ard.  They,  however,  appeared  to  be  gainers  by  it,  the  "  Piioenix "  and 
"  Breadalbane  "  at  least,  for  she  got  inside  or  north  of  the  point,  and  secured  to 
some  of  the  large  grounded  floe  pieces  in  a  A'ery  snug  berth  as  long  as  the  bay 
ice  held  fast ;  the  "  Phoenix  "  at  the  floe  edge,  about  a  cable's  length  to  the 
westAA-ard  of  her  old  position,  Avith  much  heavy  ice  about  her.  Well  within 
the  bay  the  ice  w^as  opening  out  among  the  heavy  hummocky  stuff,  all  the  floe 
moving  away.  Off  Northumberland  House  two  or  three  loads  of  provisions 
had  been  deposited  among  some  of  these  heavy  masses  before  the  vessels  Avent 
into  Cape  Riley,  therefore  w^e  Avere  noAV  obliged  to  send  for  all  our  crew^  from  the 
discharging  vessel  to  get  them  on  board.  They  had  only  been  landed  there  in 
consequence  of  so  much  Avater  making  along  shore  and  in  the  direction  to  the 
"  North  Star."    Boats  therefore  Avere  in  use  to  remove  them. 

The  wind  on  the  evening  of  this  day  came  round  to  S.S.E.,  but  by  midnight  istb. 
was  bloAving  a  perfect  gale  from  S.E.  8  to  9  in  strength  in  fearfully  heavy  ^^^^^^ 
squalls.  God  help  the  two  outside  vessels  ;  Ave  could  do  nothing  for  them,  not 
even  see  them,  for  the  dense  fog  obscured  everything.  When  at  2h.  the  next 
morning  it  broke  aAvay  for  a  short  time,  and  we  got  a  vicAv  of  both  A^^essels,  the 
transport  snug  and  in  safety,  but  the  steamer  in  a  very  nasty  berth,  for  the  ice 
appeared  very  much  pressed  up  about  her,  and  nipping  severely.  Fog  again 
shut  them  out,  and  suspense  was  again  rencAved,  soon  more  particularly  drawn 
to  our  OAvn  ship,  and  it  Avas  most  providential  that  Ave  had  got  the  men  aboard 
in  tim.e. 

The  ship  Avas  Avell  secured  with  liaAvsers  and  ice  anc:hors,  and  all  Avas  going 
on  Avell,  Avhen  at  4 .  20  a.m.,  in  very  heavy  squalls,  one  of  the  anchors  on 
the  port  side  sprung  completely  out  of  its  bed,  and  tw^o  of  the  starboard  Avarps 
partmg,  the  ship  drove  astern  to  the  N.W.  for  about  200  yards,  Avhen,  bringing 
up  diagonally  across  the  canal,  and  healing  Avith  the  blast,  that  such  a  crashing 
grinding  noise  ensued  that  I  really  thought  she  was  on  shore  again.  Thank 
God  it  AA^as  not  the  case,  for  on  getting  on  deck  it  was  some  comfort  to  find 
yet  six  fathoms  of  Avater  under  her,  and  all  caused  by  the  haAvsers  partins" ; 
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Mid  reply. 


1  Dth. 

Walk  to  "  I'ha-iiix.' 


I'roliatiilily  (,r  irv 
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Avhen  in  driving  astern  one  of  the  port  warps  acting  as  a  spring  she  broke  into 
the  ice,  and  finally  brought  up,  completely  jammed.  On  looking  over  t.he 
stern  there  were  strong  symptoms  of  being  more  damage  done  than  we  had 
bargained  for,  for  the  rudder  appeared  so  surround('d  with  ice,  and  lying  almost 
flat  across  the  stern,  that  I  thought  it  was  gone,  oar  new  one  too,  vvhicli  would 
have  made  matters  ^vorse,  as  we  should  have  had  a  long  job  to  replace  it ; 
happily,  however,  it  turned  out  nothing  of  great  consequence,  for  on  getting 
the  ship  once  niore  on  end,  with  her  head  to  the  southward  down  the  canal, 
when  the  breeze  moderated,  the  back  piece  was  only  found  to  be  a  little  split. 
x4t  8  the  gale  had  broke,  the  fog  cleared  away,  and  we  could  see  both  the 
"  Phoenix  "  and  Transport,  the  latter  still  in  her  berth  inside  Cape  Riley,  and 
not  apparently  having  moved ;  the  steamer  surrounded  with  heavy  packed  up 
ice,  but  showed  no  indication  of  injury.  At  lib.  30m.  she  signalled  "  in  the 
pack,"  and  the  weather  moderating  so  much  in  the  afternoon  that  I  sent  a  party 
to  endeavour  to  reach  her,  and  ascertain  what,  or  if  any,  damage  had  been 
received.  In  the  evening  her  medical  officers  were  able  to  come  up  to  us, 
to  examine  the  state  of  our  men  brought  forward  as  unfit  to  remain  out 
longer,  when  I  learnt  that  the  vessel  had  been  severely  nipped,  but  was  all 
right  now. 

At  9h.  this  morning  it  was  seen  that  Union  Bay  was  perfectly  clear  of  ice. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th  I  received  from  Commander  Inglefield  a  letter, 
requesting  my  opinion  as  to  how  I  should  act  if  in  his  place,  under  the  orders 
he  had  received  from  the  Admiralty,  and  with  reference  to  the  general  order 
I  had  handed  him  from  Sir  E.  Belcher  to  the  respective  captains,  &c.  In 
reply,  I  said  that  under  existing  circumstances  I  should  carry  out  the  Admi- 
ralty orders,  considering  that  they  were  so  imperative,  the  backv\  ardness  of 
the  season  and  state  of  ice,  so  likely  to  detain  a  ship,  even  a  steamer  with  a 
full  complement  of  a  sloop  of  war,  that  it  was  the  most  advisable  thing  to  do. 
At  the  same  time  I  did  not  think  the  "  Breadalbane  "  would  be  cleared  of  her 
cargo  at  the  rate  the  work  had  yet  progressed,  until  the  commencement  of 
September,  the  time  Sir  Edward  Belcher  had  appointed  for  being  here. 

Other  circumstances  too  I  had  to  consider  in  this  answer.  In  the  first  place, 
the  risk  of  having  surh  a  large  number  of  men  (157)  quartered  on  us  here  ; 
moreover  they  were  not  supplied  with  the  necessary  fit  out  for  a  winter, 
and  they  could  only  be  supplied  from  what  the  "  Phoenix "  brought  out, 
which  would  render  nugatory  the  purpose  for  which  she  came ;  secondly, 
should  she  remain  to  the  very  last,  then  go  away,  and  get  caught  outside, 
like  the  Americans,  the  chances  Avere  very  much  against  their  getting  so  well 
out  of  it  as  their  schooners,  for  the  steamer's  size  is  very  much  against  her 
amongst  ice. 

I  think  there  is  still  but  a  very  slight  probabilit}'^  anything  reaching 
this  from  the  westward  there  can  be  no  cause  of  detention  on  that  account, 
foi-  Sir  Edward's  orders  are  the  only  point  to  be  considered,  and  its  being 
under  one  of  those  peculiar  cases  Avhere  you  must  be  guided  by  circum- 
stances. 

On  the  19th  the  wind  was  moderate  from  South  and  N.S.W.  I  therefore 
walk'.  d  to  the  "  PluKiiix  "  at  Cape  Kiley.  As  the  ice  in  the  outer  part  of  the 
hay  was  ach'ilt,  1  was  obliged  to  take  a  small  boat  (dingey)  ;  when  leaving 
at  10  o'ch)ck  it  was  ])ast  noon  before  I  could  reach  the  steamer,  after  much 
launching  over  floe  i)ieces,  iuid  forcing  through  brash  ice,  and  narrow  lanes  of 
wafer.  She  was  lying  nearl)'  in  about  the  same  position  they  had  taken  on  the 
morning  of  the  I7lh,  now  surrounded  by  an  accumulation  of  heavy  masses,  so 
broken  up  Hint  there  was  hardly  a  piece  of  ten  yards  over,  making  quite  a 
labour  to  <  linih  ()\(  r  it  to  get  on  hoai'd.  A))i)ar(Mitly  she  had  received  no 
injury,  although  many  heavy  nips.  The  tide  was  now  on  the  ebb,  the  ice 
opening  out,  and  clearing  from  the  vessel  ;  and  from  the  very  great  change 
I  saw  connng  down  that  the  l;isl  breeze  ha,d  made  in  the  floe  well  into  tlic 
Imy,  it  was  not  at  all  im|)rol)al)le  that  with  the  el)b  aJler  tlu>  ne.xt  high  water 
the  loose  stuff  would  move  out,  in  liict  jx-rhaps  the  whole  in  Erebus  Hay. 

My  reason  for  thus  thinking  wa,s  the  broken-up  state  of  the  ice  generally  in 
the  buy,  and  the  Ibrlheoming  high  water  (al'ter  midnight),  the  highest  of  the 
prcHcnt  s|)rings,  would  so  loosen  all  remnining  hold  it  had  of  the  shore  that 
with  the  following  ebb  I  saw  not  how  it  could  he  otherwise.  It  was  also  likely 
tint  uc  should  :il|  go  with  it  ;  and  the  Irnnsport,  from  being  in  (he  S.M.  part  of 
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the  bay,  with  the  westerly  wind,  although  light,  was  in  the  worst  position.  How-       August  isss. 

ever,  at  present  there  was  no  help  for  it,  but  I  mentioned  it  all  to  Connnander 

Ingletield  ;  and  there  being  many  openings  to  the  westward,  besides  all  the  ice  Fruitless  attempt  to 

about  the  S.E.  shores  of  the  island  in  detached  pieces,  under  steam  he  might  ^^'^^  a  better  position: 

well  force  through  it,  and  get  in  very  close  to  the  "  North  Star."    The  fires 

were  immediately  brought  forward,  and  hanging  the  rudder  commenced,  which 

latter  operation  took  so  much  time  that  before  they  were  finally  ready  to  make 

the  move  all  egress  was  stopped  by  the  ice  not  wholly  closing  in  about  her  but 

to  the  westward.    She  had  drifted  too  with  the  ebb  tide,  and  only  eventually 

succeeded  in  hauling  in  to  the  grounded  masses  lining  the  rocky  shores  eastward 

of  Cape  Riley. 

Here,  about  11  o'clock,  I  left  her  to  walk  back  to  my  own  ship,  requesting  Leave  "Phoeniz" 
Commander  Inglefield  (senior  officer)  to  allow  the  men  exchanging  with  our  "^^t^™®"- 
invalids,  &c.  to  accompany  me,  and  take  their  clothes,  in  the  boat  I  had  brought 
down  with  me  in  the  morning.    The  "  North  Star  "  was  then  distant  from  the 
"  Phoenix  "  about  3  miles ;  accordingly  we  all  started  (passing  the  "  Breadalbane," 
still  within  Cape  Riley),  when ;  after  getting  not  more  than  half  a  mile  on  the 
ice,  I  found  it  so  much  broken  and  forced  up  into  heavy  hummocky  masses 
that  it  was  impossible  to  get  a  light  boat,  much  more  a  loaded  one,  along  with 
any  degree  of  safety ;  I  therefore  sent  them  back  to  await  a  more  favourable  Send  men  back, 
opportunity ;  proceeding  mj^self  with  two  men  to  carry  a  plank  for  crossing 
places  we  could  not  vault  over. 

Towards  midnight  we  were  getting  pretty  well  up  towards  Beechey  Island, 
and  a  mile  to  the  southward  of  the  ship  on  a  large  floe  piece,  separated  all  round, 
and  which  we  had  been  able  to  cross  to  by  paddling  a  smaller  piece  with  the 
plank.    To  get  across  this,  and  on  to  the  masses  grounded  close  in  under  the 
island,  we  could  easily  walk  up  to  the  ship ;  but  unfortunately  on  reaching  its  Critical  position, 
opposite  edge  we  found  such  a  wide  open  channel  that  we  were  cut  off  entirely 
from  the  fast  ice,  and  our  frail  island  driving  out  to  sea.    We  retraced  our  steps, 
but  it  was  useless,  for  the  ice  had  so  opened  out  in  every  direction  that  we 
could  fine  no  separation  narrow  enough  to  bridge  with  our  plank,  only  ten  feet 
in  length.    The  greatest  part  of  the  time  coming  up  from  the  "  Phoenix  "  there 
had  been  thick  foggy  weather,  hardly  cleared  yet,  making  it  very  probable  that 
we  might  not  be  seen  from  the  "  North  Star."  However,  after  trying  in  vain  for 
some  time  to  get  hold  of  a  loose  piece  to  ferry  one  at  least  to  the  fast  ice,  and 
shouting  most  lustilj^,  happily  I  saw  a  flag  hoisted  on  board,  soon  followed  by  a  Boat  sent  to  our 
boat  launching  over  the  ice,  and  coming  to  our  assistance.    They  reached  us,  assistance, 
and  we  joyfully  left  our  watery  island,  pulling  close  up  to  the  ship  through  a 
large  and  wide  space  of  open  water,  arriving  on  board  at  30  minutes  after  mid-  Arrive  on  board, 
night  of  the  19th,  from  a  most  unpleasant  position  ;  and  I  learnt  that  the  quarter- 
master had  just  caught  a  glimpse  of  us  as  the  fog  broke,  while  we  were  wandering- 
round  the  detached  floe-piece. 

From  the  state  of  the  ice  over  which  I  had  this  night  walked,  I  felt 
convinced  there  would  be  a  move  out  directly  the  ebb  tide  made  strong- 
enough.  The  wind  was  from  W.S.W.,  only  a  moderate  breeze,  certainly;  but 
during-  the  whole  afternoon  it  had  been  blowing  fresh  from  W.N.W.  and 
N.W.,  and  the  ice  seemed  much  loosened  about  all  the  shores. 

Close  in  on  the  S.E.  shores  of  Beechey  Island,  and  half  a  cable  within  Mdiere 
the  "  Mary  "  yacht  lay,  were  several  pools  of  open  water,  so  that  it  was  possible 
to  get  her  afloat  once  more,  and  the  first  time  since  she  was  hauled  up  on  the 
23d  August  1852. 

At  1  on  the  m(>rning  of  the  20th  the  transport  made  the  signal  that  she  was  20th. 
driving  out  with  the  ice.    We  could  render  her  no  assistance,  for  it  was  im-  transport  driving  out. 
possible  for  men  with  boat  or  alone  to  get  to  her,  and  we  might  soon  require  all 
hands  for  our  own  preservation,  for  the  critical  time  was  fast  approaching,  in 
fact  begun,  by  the  ice  driving-  south-easterly  in  the  bay,  and  opening  out  as  it 
got  room  outside.    At  2  a.m.  the  effect  of  the  tide  was  fully  felt,  for  all  began  ice  in  the  bay  moving, 
to  move  bodily  out,  and  taking  us  with  it.   We  did  not,  however,  go  far,  as  that      tte  ship  mth  it 
portion  between  the  ship  and  the  island  shore  was  suddenly  arrested,  after 
which  no  further  move  on  the  western  side  of  the  bay,  north  of  the  cliffs  of  Suddenly  stopped. 
Beechey  Island,  took  place  this  day. 

At  8  a.m.  the  wind  was  in  from  S.S.W.,  blowing  strong,  and  the  transport  was 
well  out  in  the  strait  to  the  S.E.,  apparently  retaining-  her  position.  At  9  the  wind        ^^.^  . 
had  fallen  considerably,  when  the  "  Phoenix  "  was  seen  to  steam  out  towards  the  again  by  the 
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Melanclioly  news 
of  Lieut.  Bellot. 


Accident  from  break- 
ing up  of  the  ice  in 
Wellington  Channel, 
Lieut.  Bellot  clrowned. 


Joliiiw>ii  nri<i  Jiooli 
r«i'-l'  Ciiji'.'  lioudcii. 


"  Breadalbane,"  take  her  in  tow,  and  bring  her  into  tlie  land,  making  fast  again 
by  the  heavy  grounded  masses,  and  close  to  the  rocks  east  of  Cape  Kiley, 
where  she  went  on  discharging  her  stores  again. 

All  our  boats  Avere  now  got  alongside,  and  hoisted  up  ready  for  a  move ;  and 
the  weather  clearing  up  and  getting  fine,  all  the  invalids,  &c.  were  got  in 
readiness  to  go  on  board  the  Phoenix. 

At  Ih.  20m.  P.M.  two  men  were  seen  walking  along  tlie  northern  shores  of 
the  bay,  and  making  many  ineffectual  attempts  to  get  on  to  the  ice,  much  sepa- 
rated from  the  beach  by  this  last  driving.  A  boat  was  immediately  sent  away 
for  them,  and  we  discovered  with  our  glasses  that  it  was  William  Harvey,  boat- 
swain's mate,  and  William  Madden,  A.B,,  two  of  the  four  men  who  had  left  the 
ship  with  Lieutenant  Bellot  on  the  night  of  the  12th  with  the  despatches  for 
Sir  E.  Belcher  in  Wellington  Channel.  From  not  seeing  the  remainder  of  the 
part}^,  I  concluded  that  some  of  them  must  be  very  much  knocked  up,  and  not 
able  to  get  on,  thinking  that  theirs  had  only  been  a  case  of  abandon  the  sled  by 
reason  of  the  state  of  the  ice,  influenced  doubtless  by  the  gale  on  the  night  of 
the  17th.  All  conjectures  were  soon,  however,  settled,  when  at  2h.  30  m.  they 
arrived  on  board,  and  I  heard  the  distressing  intelligence  that  poor  Lieutenant 
Bellot  was  drowned.  The  two  men  were  dreadfully  foot- sore  and  weary,  and  it 
was  not  until  after  they  had  got  a  little  refreshment,  and  somewhat  recovered 
from  their  depression,  that  I  got  the  account  of  what  had  occurred,  which  I 
give  as  near  in  their  own  words,  a  substance  of  their  account,  separately  taken, 
and  must  come  to  the  sad  conviction  that  the  gallant  little  Frenchman  had  met 
a  watery  grave. 

This  melancholy  event  occurred  in  the  gale  of  wind  which  came  on  on  the 
night  of  the  17th.  They  had  got  as  far  up  as  Cape  Grinnell,  without  any  diffi- 
culty, travelling  alwa3^s  within  a  very  short  distance  of  the  land,  when  they 
came  to  a  large  space  of  open  water,  besides  many  cracks  about.  As  the  wind 
was  increasing,  M.  Bellot  determined  to  make  for  the  land  by  the  india  rubber 
boat,  when  she  was  accordingly  put  into  the  M^ater,  Harvey  and  Madden  taking 
the  first  turn.  They  took  with  them  the  end  of  a  small  line,  so  that  on  landing 
they  bent  on  another,  thus  having  one  either  way  to  haul  backwards  and 
forwards,  and  went  on  rapidly  lauding  their  things.  Everything  was  soon 
on  shore;  all,  to  the  sled,  tent,  and  its  gear;  when  Maden  hailed,  "  The  ice  is 
"  going  off,  Sir;  you  had  better  get  in  as  fast  as  possible."  Lieutenant  Bellot 
however  desired  them  to  let  go  their  line,  when  he  hauled  the  boat  on  the  ice, 
put  her  on  the  sled  with  remaining  gear,  and  endeavoured  to  get  to  wind- 
ward, with  the  hope,  I  suppose,  of  finding  some  ice  more  sheltered  and  yet  fast, 
or  to  make  up  for  drift  in  getting  on  shore.  In  consequence  of  the  strength  of 
wind,  they  could  not  do  it,  for  it  was  quite  as  much  as  they  could  do  to  stand 
against  it,  and  it  was  seen  that  they  were  endeavouring  to  keep  on  good 
sound  ice. 

The  whole  body  of  ice  was  now  driving  rapidly  off  the  land  with  the  S.E. 
gale,  and  the  two  men  on  shore,  finding  tliey  could  do  nothing  to  assist  those 
going  with  it,  got  on  the  highest  land,  and  watched  them  for  the  next  two 
hours,  or  until  hidden  by  distance  and  thick  snowy  weather.  In  the  vicinity  of 
this  place  they  remained  for  about  six  hours,  in  hopes  that  the  others  might  by 
some  means  get  on  shore.  None  however  appearing,  and  hope  dying  out,  they 
cached  everything  which  they  got  on  shore  and  could  not  carry,  shouldered  the 
letter  bags,  and  c;onnnenced  to  walk  back  to  the  ship. 

It  must  have  been  some  time  on  I'^riday  night  that  they  readied  Cape 
Bowden,  opened  the  cache  there  for  refreshment,  then  lay  down  under  a  large 
liiu)un()(  k  on  the  beach,  to  rest  and  sleej),  ])revioiis  to  resuming  their  journey. 
It  was  barely  light  on  Saturday  moining  when  fliey  roused  up  again,  and 
sc.'cing  some  one  a[)proachiiig  from  the  road  they  had  co)\ie,  haik'd,  and  were 
aiiHwei-('d  ])y  Hook,  .lohnson  soon  followed,  wiien  tliey  learnt  that  poor  Bell6t 
WUH  (h-owned,  and  in  the  following  manner  : 

After  m.'dsing  the  incnectuid  allempi  to  get  on  shore,  they  selected  the  best 
floe  piece,  and  commenced  among  some  hunnnocks  to  mak<>  a  sort  of  shelter 
against  I  Ik;  bitter  blast.  There  tluy  sat  down  to  waif  events,  not  doubting  but 
thai  they  should  reach  the  shore  agiiin  when  the  giile  wmh  ovei'.  After  a  little 
while  Lieutcniuit  I'cllot  wnlked  round  the  huninioek,  |)erii!i|)S  l(»  look  out,  but 
being  absent  longer  lli;ni  .lohnslon  liked,  he  got  uneasy,  jukI  went  to  look  for 
him,  but  he  was  not  lo  be;  I'oinid.     l-ooking  about,  he  mw  the  sliek  M.  Bell6t 
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always  carried  when  walking,  on  another  piece  of  floe  ice,  separated  from  where      August  issa. 

he  stood  by  water,  as  if  washed  up  by  the  sea,  then  beating  most  furiously 

from  the  effect  of  wind.    He  (Johnson)  hailed  repeatedly,  but  receiving  no 

answer,  came  to  the  conclusion  that  his  officer  had  fallen  into  the  water,  and  Melancholy  news ; 

was  drowned.    Hook  and  himself  now  prepared  for  further  efforts  for  reaching 

the  shore,  and  as  both  knew  there  were  provisions  on  the  western  shore, 

and  where  (having  been  at  Cape  Rescue)  with  the  ice  driving  N.W.  they  made 

as  direct  as  possible  for  Point  De  Haven.    It  could  not  have  been  long  before 

they  found  themselves  off  it ;  but  there  was  so  much  water  between  the  floe 

and  the  beach,  with  no  means  of  crossing  it,  that  they  were  disappointed  in 

getting  anything  to  eat.    They  now  turned  back  for  the  eastern  shores,  and 

reaching  a  large  grounded  berg  piece,  off  \vhat  had  been  pointed  out  to  them  as 

Point  Hogarth,  the}^  got  on  it,  and  waited  for  six  hours  watching  for  an 

opportunity  to  get  on  shore.    A  piece  of  floe  at  length  passing  inside  was 

checked  by  its  extreme  ends  taking  the  beach  and  the  berg,  thus  they  got  on 

shore,  when  almost  immediately  the  large  piece  of  ice  floated  off. 

This  must  have  been  Thursday  night,  late ;  and  having  had  nothing  to  eat 
since  their  first  meal  on  Wednesday  evening,  together  with  the  hard  run  they 
must  have  had  to  accomplish  the  distance  in  so  short  a  time,  they  could  be  no 
less  than  greatly  fatigued.  A  long  distance  too  was  yet  before  them  ere  they 
could  satisfy  their  hunger,  so  they  commenced  their  return  journey,  and  from 
the  water  being  so  close  in  they  had  frequently  to  climb  cliffs,  and  get  inland  to 
get  on.  Finding  no  provision  where  Harvey  and  Madden  landed,  they  eventually 
reached  Cape  I3owden,  so  worn  with  fatigue  and  hunger  that  they  could  come 
on  no  further,  until  somewhat  recruited. 

Harvey  and  Madden  here  left  them  early  on  Saturday  morning,  and  gave  me 
this  account,  together  with  all  the  despatches  I  had  sent  by  them,  and  which 
poor  Bellot  got  on  shore  by  the  very  first  opportunity. 

A  walking  party  was  sent  off  immediately  under  the  command  of 
Mr.  Shellabear,  second  master,  to  assist  the  two  remaining  men ;  but  as  they 
kept  close  along  by  the  beach,  whilst  the  relievers  passed  over  the  ridge  of 
Cape  Spencer  and  within  Point  lunis,  they  missed  each  other ;  however, 
Johnston  and  Hook  arrived  on  board  on  Sunday  21st,  abqjut  noon. 

The  account  Johnston  gave  was  the  same  ;  in  fact  that  already  related  was 
the  substance  of  what  he  told  Harvey  on  reaching  Cape  Bowden ;  but  I  give 
additional  particulars  elicited  by  questions,  &c. 

M.  Bellot's  reason  for  telling  the  man  on  shore  to  let  go  the  line  Avas  in 
consequence  of  so  much  small  loose  ice  drifting  between  the  shore  and  the  floe 
they  were  on  that  he  was  fearful  of  injuring  the  boat,  also  expecting  to  get  on 
shore  further  to  windward. 

Among  the  hummocks  where  they  got  shelter,  M  Bellot  talked  to  them  of 
the  snow  houses  they  built  when  he  was  travelling  with  Mr.  Kennedy  of  the 
"  Prince  Albert,"  encouraging  them  to  try  here,  and  showing  them  the  way,  &c. 

While  sitting  down  to  rest,  Johnston  remarked,  in  the  course  of  a  conversa- 
tion on  their  position,  that  he  was  not  afraid ;  he  knew  how  the  American 
schooners  had  been  driven  about  in  the  pack,  and  got  all  free  again.  Poor 
Bellot  replying,  "  Yes  ;  he  who  trusteth  in  the  Lord  no  harm  shall  come  to  him." 

Bellot  had  not  left  them  more  than  four  minutes  when  Johnstone  went  to 
look  for  him,  and  saw  only  his  stick.  He  considers  that  the  strength  of  the 
wind  was  more  than  he  could  resist,  and  was  blown  into  the  water  by  it,  where, 
from  his  dress,  heavy  sea  boots,  together  cramped,  sitting  so  long  wet  and  cold, 
he  could  have  but  had  little  power  to  help  himself,  and  must  have  sunk 
immediately.  The  temperature  with  us  during  that  gale  vv^as  ranging  from  33. 
to  34.+-  on  our  upper  deck;  much  less  I  expect  with  him  so  exposed.  Johnstone 
himself,  a  large  and  heavy  man,  was  frequently  obliged  to  lay  down  to  prevent 
the  wind  blowing  him  along. 

On  finding  no  hope  of  Lieutenant  Bellot's  safety,  he  returned  to  Hook,  and 
told  him  what  he  thought  had  happened,  also  remarking  that  "  Novv  we  must  do 
something  for  ourselves.  I  am  not  afraid,  for  I  know"  the  Lord  will  sustain  us  ; 
thus  doing  everything  to  cheer  up  his  companion."  When,  as  before  related, 
they  crossed  the  channel  to  Point  De  Haven,  returned,  and  most  providentially 
got  on  shore  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  channel. 

This  is  the  substance  of  what  the  men  related,  and  such  is  the  confidence  I 
have  in  Johnston's  veracity  that  it  is  with  much  pleasure  that  I  can  speak  ©f 
IV.  5  G 
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August  1853. 
Melancholy  news  ; 
Lieut.  Bellot  drowned. 


His  last  remark. 


Send  invalids,  &c.  to 
"  Phoenix." 
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him  as  a  good  and  deserving  man.  There  is  a  moral  worth  about  him  seldom 
met  with  in  men  of  his  class,  and  I  have  noticed  it  on  journeys  as  well  as 
other  times.  I  thought  at  first  it  was  all  cant ;  but  I  judged  wrongly,  and  ara 
most  happy  to  say  was  deceived. 

All  the  men  but  one  agreed  at  there  being  no  danger  in  travelling  as  the^ 
were  up  to  the  very  last.  This  exception  (Madden)  says  that  he  thought  it 
was  dangerous,  but  did  not  mention  it.  Now  Hook  is  the  man  that  I  should 
have  said  would  have  been  the  first  alarmed,  for  I  really  think  that  had  not  a 
man  like  Johnston  been  with  him  he  would  have  sunk  under  it  all.  The 
distance  alone  that  they  went  over  from  the  time  they  were  driven  off,  Wed- 
nesday night  to  Saturday  morning,  was  no  less  than  .54  miles,  and  to  such  a 
critical  position  when  driving  on  the  ice  they  could  not  shut  their  eyes.  They 
must  indeed  have  run  hard  to  accomplish  it  in  so  short  a  time ;  and  then  having 
18  miles  more  to  travel  after  reaching  Cape  Bowden,  we  cannot  wonder  at  their 
worn  and  haggard  look  when  they  reached  the  ship.  Their  getting  on  shore 
again  was  really  providential,  for  as  they  say  (on  landing),  turning  to  look  at 
from  what  they  came,  it  was  fast  driving  into  the  Polar  Sea ;  an  occurrence 
truly  to  make  a  lasting  impression  on  the  most  careless  and  indifferent  of  men. 

I  think  what  M.  Bellot  took  for  Point  Hogarth  was  really  Cape  Osborn,  for 
the  distance  was  too  great  to  get  over  in  so  short  a  space  of  time,  had  it  been 
the  former ;  besides,  from  Point  Hogarth  they  would  have  been  driven  upon 
the  northern  shore  of  Wellington  Channel,  without  a  chance  of  getting  to  Point 
De  Haven  on  ice.  The  distance  across  the  channel  to  De  Haven  from  the 
vicinity  of  Cape  Osborn  is  about  14|  miles.  Supposing  them  to  have  been 
drifted  five  miles  before  they  started,  and  back  again  to  where  they  landed  19, 
which  they  must  have  fully  gone  to  avoid  cracks,  hummocks,  &c. ;  on  to  Cape 
Bowden  20  more ;  and  thence  to  the  ship  18 ;  in  all  71  g  miles. 

Poor  Bellot's  last  remark  to  Johnston  was  rather  singular,  and  characteristic 
of  his  idea  of  his  duty.  "  Nothing  makes  me  more  happy  than  to  think  that 
*'  I  am  not  on  shore,  for,  considering  it  to  be  the  Jast  duty  of  an  officer  to 
"  be  at  the  post  of  danger,  I  would  rather  die  here,  on  the  floe,  than  be  there, 
"  on  the  shore,  to  be  saved." 

Deeply  unfortunate  as  is  such  an  occurrence,  yet  it  affords  me  a  melancholy 
gratification  in  knowing  that  confidence  was  not  misplaced  in  the  gallant 
Frenchman;  and  the  men  speak  of  him  in  the  highest  terms.  He  was  well 
appreciated  by  all  on  board  this  ship ;  and  it  was  not  the  first  time  that  we 
knew  of  his  zeal  and  devotion  in  the  cause  we  are  engaged  in.  I  feel  his  loss 
most  acutely,  and  received  a  shock  that  time  only  can  dispel.  He  was  a 
character  that  any  one  might  feel  a  pride  in  being  associated  with. 

"^J'he  afternoon  of  the  20th  was  beautifully  fine  still  weather.  I  therefore 
took  advantage  of  it,  and  sent  all  men  from  the  "  Resolute,"  as  well  as  17  of 
our  own,  to  "  Phoenix,"  for  passage  to  England.  A  few  of  these  17  were 
invalids,  and  the  remaining  ones  wishing  to  return  home  I  thought  it  better  to 
let  them  go.  However,  we  got  an  equal  number  in  exchange,  so  that  we  have 
the  standing  part  of  a  new  ship's  company,  when  I  include  Mr.  M'Cormick, 
surgeon,  and  Alston,  mate.  Lieutenant  CresswcU  and  Mr.  Wynniatt,  mate  of 
the  "  Investigator,"  were  also  transferred  to  the  "  Phoenix."  In  lieu  of  Mr.  Alston 
I  got  another  mate,  Mr.  Jenkins  ;  and  Mr.  Osborne,  a  supernumerary  midship- 
man, for  Arctic  service,  completed  all  arrangements. 

I  had  made  the  signnl  to  C  ommander  Inglefield,  acquainting  him  of  the 
ineianclioly  event  just  recorded,  and  sent  the  evidence  of  Harvey  and  Madden 
by  Lictdcnant  Creswell  ;  also  a  letter  re(|uesting  his  opinion  as  to  how  far  it 
was  jidvisable  to  sent  off  another  party  to  again  attem])t  reaching  the 
"  Assistatice." 

in  the  c.veMiDg  the  ''■  PhoMiix  "  and  tninspoit  shifted  their  berth  further  west- 
ward, hr)th  getting  within  (':q)c  Kiley  ;  but  the  steamer  was  ()l)h'ged  to  haul  out 
again,  and  l;iy  at  the  floe;  edge  ("iii  ther  west. 

Siiortly  after  midnight  of  the  2()th  tlu;  iee  in  the  bay  l)egan  to  drive,  taking 
UH  with  it.  It  did  not  ngnin  go  fiir,  and  we  were  once  more  secure  for  a  time. 
Not  Ko  the  "  Phdiuix  "  )uid  tr;ins|)()rt,  for  they  were  incrciiHiiig  their  diNduiec 
from  ('tipc,  Hilcy,  iipi)arenl ly  driving  westwiud,  in  ice  which  iippeared  heavy 
ami  closely  packed.  In  the  hay  there  were  still  a  few  lanes  of  open  water,  and 
rnneli  of  its  norlhern  shore  was  (ice  ;  the  wind  ;d.  the  time  Avas  light  fioni  the 
ctthtwurd.    At  2li.  I.Oni.  w(!  loj-t  sight  oC  both  "  l*h<enix"  and  tratisport  outside  of 
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Beechey  Island.    At  3  h.  30  m.  observed  steamer  coming  to  the  eastward  again     August  lasx. 

under  steam,  but  she  was  soon  stopped  by  the  heavy  ice.    The  "  Breadalbane  " 

was  nowhere  to  be  seen.    I  therefore  concluded  that  she  was  in  some  snug 

berth;  perhaps  got  into  Union  Bay  ;  in  which  I  felt  rather  confirmed  in  seeing  Men  seen  oa  the 

about  noon  two  men  walking  along  the  northern  shores  of  the  bay,  thinking  shores, 

immediately  they  were  from  her,  perhaps  some  of  those  men  that  were  coming 

to  us  in  exchange  who  I  had  sent  back  to  the  transport  after  the  unsuccessful 

attempt  to  get  up  from  Cape  Riley  on  the  night  of  the  19th.    I  should  have 

been  very  glad  at  seeing  them  all  on  board,  for,  having  sent  our  men  away,  we 

were  miserably  short,  and  with  the  ice  making  such  frequent  moves  I  felt 

very  anxious.    It  was  soon  discovered  that  they  were  Johnston  and  Hook,  the 

two  remaining  men  of  Lieutenant  Bellot's  party.  A  boat  was  immediately  sent 

for  them,  and  we  soon  had  them  on  board  safe.    Their  account  follows  after  that 

of  the  two  first  arrivals  ;  and  I  also  learnt  that  they  had  not  seen  Mr  Shellabear. 

On  the  point  of  telegraphing  to  the  "  Phoenix  "the  arrival  and  accounts  of  these 

men,  corroborative  of  the  others,  a  signal  was  seen  flying  at  her  mast  head,  "  Breadalbane  "io«t 

which  gave  us  the  astounding  news  of  the  entire  loss  of  "  Breadalbane,"  On 

inquiry  ;  no  loss  of  life. 

During  the  greater  part  of  the  afternoon  the  "Phrenix"  was  seen  working 
her  saws,  as  if  endeavouring  to  cut  into  a  large  floe  piece,  but  apparently  with 
little  effect.  Towards  evening  the  ice  opened,  and  she  could  steam  in  towards  State  of  ice  from 
Cape  Riley,  taking  a  berth  a  short  way  east  of  the  point.  At  ]  0  that  night  I  Beechey  Me. 
got  a  report  from  the  summit  of  Beechy  Island,  by  one  of  the  ice  quarter- 
masters, that  the  ice  was  driving  south,  and  one  of  the  "  Breadalbane's  "  boats 
was  visible  in  the  pack. 

The  four  men  just  returned  from  this  last  unfortunate  trip  in  Wellington  Harvey,  Madden,  and 
Channel,  appearing  so  worn  from  fatigue,  lost  all  spirits,  and  in  the  list,  with  Hook  exchanged, 
small  probability  of  their  being  well  for  some  time,  that  I  asked  them  if  they 
wished  to  go  home.  All  but  Johnston  replied  in  the  affirmative.  So,  on  the 
first  opportunity  of  communicating  with  Commander  Inglefield,  I  requested 
men  to  replace  them,  which  will  make,  with  those  already  gone,  twenty  working 
hands.  It  will  be  for  us  a  supply  of  fresh  blood  for  another  campaign,  and  not 
before  wanted,  for  the  physical  capabilities  of  the  old  hands  appears  not  to  have 
improved  since  leaving  England.  However,  I  must  say  they  have  done  their 
work,  and  that  it  has  been  quite  enough  to  try  them  in  such  a  climate.  From 
its  very  nature,  the  necessity  was  greater  for  keeping  them  constantly  at  it,  or 
we  should  never  have  accomplished  the  release  of  the  ship.  It  can  therefore 
hardly  be  wondered  at  that  they  should  so  dread  the  thought  of  another  winter ; 
for  I  dare  say  they  could  see  well  enough  that  there  was  but  small  chance  of 
their  own  ship  going  home  this  year.  22d. 

At  2  h.  30  m.  on  Monda}^  morning  Mr.  Shellabear  returned,  and  having  Mr.  sheUabear 
missed  the  party,  he  went  on  to  within  about  3  miles  of  Cape  Bowden  before 
turning  back.    He  reported  the  ice  in  Wellington  Channel  as  being  all  adrift, 
driving  fast  to  the  southward,  leaving  large  open  spaces  of  water  in  every  - 
direction.    No  signs  either  of  "  Assistance  "  or  "  Pioneer." 

Earlj^  in  the  morning  the  ice  was  opening  out  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  when  faft^flog"^ " 
at  7h.  the  "  Phoenix"  was  endeavouring  to  work  in  amongst  it,  and  by  dint  of 
perseverance  was  successful,  taking  up  a  berth  at  the  floe  edge  now  well  within 
the  line  from  Cape  Riley  to  the  southern  cliff's  of  the  island,  and  not  far  to  the 
S.E.  from  the  "  North  Star," 

The  morning's  report  of  the  state  of  the  ice  from  the  summit  of  the  island 
was, — Wellington  Channel  clear  on  its  eastern  shores,  and  ice  driving  S.  W.  also  in 
Barrow's  Straits ;  in  fact  we  can  see  more  open  water  now  than  we  have  ever 
before  had  this  season. 

All  the  men  in  lieu  of  those  we  had  discharged  came  on  board  to-day  from  Men  from  "Phoenii. 
the  "  Phoenix,"  greatly  to  my  relief ;  and  Lieutenant  Cresswell,  who  accom- 
panied them,  delivered  a  verbal  reply  to  my  letter  to  Commander  Inglefield 
of  the  20th  instant ;  saying,  that  he  did  not  consider  it  prudent  to  send  off" 
another  party  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to  communicate  with  Sir  Edward 
Belcher. 

The  wind  at  6  p.m.  was  backing  to  the  north,  and  freshening.     The  evening  State  of  ice. 
report  from  the  summit  of  Beechey  Island  was,  that  the  ice  was  clearing  out  of 
Wellington  Channel  as  fast  as  possible,  and  drifting  to  the  S.E.    The  outer 
part  of  the  bay  showed  a  great  space  of  open  water,  all  the  loose  stuff'  having 
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August  18 driven  out  and  off  shore  with  that  in  Barrow  Straits.    At  midnight  all  the  ice 
in  the  bay  was  stationary. 
I'aiticuiaiB,  &c.  The  particulars  of  the  "  Brcadal})ane  "  foundering  were  startling  enough. 

Everything  had  gone  down  in  her,  except  the  men  on  board.  Crushed,  sinking, 
and  completely  overwhelmed  in  the  short  space  of  15  minutes  ;  and  that  too 
almost  in  a  calm,  for  the  wind  was  only  2  in  strength  from  east.  It  was 
most  providential  that  no  lives  were  lost ;  many,  I  believe,  had  a  narrow  escape, 
only  roused  out  of  their  hammocks  in  the  Ibrecastle  as  the  ice  was  crashing 
through  her  bows.  vSomc  of  the  men  coming  to  us  had  been  sufferers  in 
worldly  efl'ects,  as  well  as  others  belonging  to  the  "  Phoenix."  One  officer  lost 
everything ;  just  time  to  get  out  of  the  vessel.  The  loss  to  the  Government  was 
a  quantity  of  provisions  and  coals  for  the  Arctic  squadron,  besides  100  tons 
belonging  to  the  "  Phoenix,"  leaving  her  with  not  more  than  four  days  to  take 
her  to  Disco  before  she  can  get  more.  Many  of  the  magnetic  instruments 
were  also  on  board.  Our  loss  was  a  dingey,  the  shattered  wreck  thrown 
away  by  Mr.  Kenned}'  of  the  "  Prince  Albert "  as  useless,  and  repaired  by  our 
carpenter. 

Thus  nearly  within  hail  has  this  sudden  and  overwhelming  occmrence 
passed,  and  almost  before  our  eyes.  It  was  most  fortunate  for  all  that  there 
was  no  wind,  and  the  "  Phoenix  "  so  near.  We  could  not  have  got  near  them ; 
and  it  is  wonderful  to  me  that  the  steamer  escaped  ;  it  was  indeed  a  very  narrow 
one.  In  a  moment,  without  any  warning,  was  the  destroyer  on  them,  without 
any  possible  eflibrt  of  theirs  to  avoid  it. 

Such  may  have  been  the  fate  of  the  ships  of  those  gallant  fellows  we  have 
so  vainly  looked  for,  and  not  at  all  unlikely  out  of  this  bay.  Impressions  of 
these  sorts  are  recorded  in  my  journal  last  February,  and  they  come  again 
with  redoubled  force  after  more  experience.  I  see  nothing  to  prevent  such  an 
occurrence  ;  if  not  here,  in  a  worse  place,  or  further  from  land.  With  all  our 
searching  up  to  this  ver}''  time,  Ave  find  no  traces  of  documents,  and  Sir  E.  Bel- 
cher's parties  find  none  where  they  have  been. 
(ipmUiw,  kc.  Our  finding  no  document  here  does  certainly  look  to  me  as  if  none  was  ever 

meant  to  be  left ;  not  intending  to  go  beyond  this  on  an  onward  move.  People 
may  talk  as  they  will,  and  we  may  go  on  searching  and  searching,  still  they  will 
not  be  satisfied,  until  more  lives  are  risked,  perhaps  lost. 

I  have  heard  it  affirmed  that  ilic  cairn  on  top  of  the  island  on  its  southern 
part  may  have  been  searched  in  such  a  manner  that  possibly  a  document  was 
overlooked,  thrown  out,  fallen  over  the  cliff,  and  deposited  in  the  debris  below. 
I  hardly  know  what  to  think  of  the  person's  sense,  for  such  a  thing  is  impossible. 
In  the  first  place,  the  centre  of  the  cairn  is  100  feet  within  the  beginning,  if  I 
may  so  call  it,  of  the  cliff,  o\er  a  gravelly  surface,  with  a  gradual  descent  to 
three  feet  at  the  outer  part :  thence,  actually  to  the  edge  of  the  cliff,  56  feet, 
rough  and  uneven,  with  the  like  descent.  Now  supposing  anything  had  been 
thrown  out  of  this  cairn,  it  nuist  have  been  very  small  to  have  blown  over  this 
distance.  In  fact  I  think  nothing  else  but  a  single  piece  of  paper  could  such 
a  tiling  happen  to.  Nor  could  a.  pei'son  stand  at  the  cairn,  and  throw  his  shovel- 
full  of  stuff  he  might  have  giithered  up  to  the  edge  of  the  cliff. 
T.i)(-f,  &r.  As  to  the  direction  of  the  tides,  I  cannot  yet  come  to  a  conclusion,  for  with 

such  a  body  of  ice  closing  all  waters  u})  it  is  impossible  to  find  out.  Thus 
much,  liowc^ver,  I  (tu  say,  that  the  ebl)  comes  stiong  from  Union  Bay,  through 
the  narrow  passjige  between  the  eastern  point  of  lieechey  Island  and  the  main, 
thence  on  a  south  course  through  r'rebus  Bay  to  liarrow  Straits.  Its  greatest 
stixingth  is  feh on  the  west  part  of  I  he  bay,  which  is  the  reason  for  the  ice 
along  the  S.l'>,  siiores  of  lU'cchey  Island  ck'ai'ing  out  first,  or  as  far  into  the 
bay  as  where  the  "  Mary "'  Yacht  is  now  lying.  It  was  clear  llier(>  when  we 
ariived  ifi  August  inrrJ,  and  also  this  year  heibre  the  eastern  shore,  and  fbr  a 
distance  from  liall'lo  one  caijlc's  length  olf.  Now  on  theeastei'ii  shores  ol'tlie  bay 
it  docs  not  clear  out,  except  just  about  CapeUiiey  fbr  a  very  limited  space,  and 
on  the  easlcrn  light  oCtlie  bay  llic  rush  of  water  from  the  lagoons,  fed  chiefly 
l)y  the  melting  snow,  makes  an  inroad  in  Ihc  lioi".  Into  theses  lagoons  the  tide 
(lows  also,  and  nil h  1  he  high  tides  and  fulling  comes  out  |)relty  ra})idly  ;  yet 
willi  all  that,  on  llic  S.l').  nliorcH  ol'llic  island  the  ice  goes  first. 

Now  the  Hi-  usually  moves  with  the  springs  at  the  ebb  tide,  which,  rushing 
thrcjugli  111''  Jiarrow  chaMncI  IVoni  Union  Hay,  Ibrces  the  whole  bodily  south, 
l^oing  out  all  right  uiilil  that  part  on  the  eastern  shore  of  the  bay  brings  up  at 
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Cape  Riley,  surges  over  to  the  western  side  on  Beechey  Island  shore,  and  if      August  \sss. 

it  cannot  get  room  holds  fast.   Three  times  have  we  driven  up  to  this  date,  and 

that  is  the  way  in  v/hich  the  ice  has  been  checked,  together  with  a  narrow 

strip  of  the  main  floe  between  us  and  the  island,  held  fast  by  the  heavy  grounded 

masses  in  it     It  was  nearlj^  separated  in  the  first  insttuice  by  our  sawing  to  get 

out.  The  canal  was  then  wide.  Now  by  tliese  movc\s  it  is  ver}^  much  narrower  ; 

nearly  home  to  our  sides  as  we  lay,  but  astern  for  aWout  a  cable's  length  close 

met. 

Now  I  have  often  thought,  since  these  moves  in  the  ice,  how  easily  a  ship 
might,  while  hauling  out  of  her  winter  berth  through  a  canal,  be  caught  bv  one 
of  these  moves,  and  set  bodily  in  on  the  shoal  w^ater  under  the  shores  of  Beechey 
Island.  I  do  not  think  she  w'ould  get  off  again  in  a  hurry.  This,  however,  I 
shall  look  on  as  one  of  those  cases  Sir  Edward  Belcher  has  directed  my  attention 
to  in  one  of  the  letters  he  gave  me  off  Cape  Majendie  in  July  last ;  but  I  have 
thought  more  of  it  since  the  "  Breadalbane "  was  lost,  not  a  single  vestige  of 
which  unfortunate  vessel  Avas  to  be  seen  a  few  hours  after  she  went  down,  but 
her  long  boat  out  in  the  pack  to  the  S.W.  of  Beechey  Island. 

For  the  next  tv/o  days  the  wind  V/as  continuous  from  quarters  between  west  23dand24ti». 
and  north,  blowing  sometimes  fresh,  and  changes  were  constantly  going  on  in 
the  state  of  the  ice  both  in  Wellington  Channel  and  Barrow  Straits.  The  last 
accounts  from  the  summit  of  the  island,  11  a.m.  24th,  was,  that  both  channels 
were  clear,  but  much  ice  was  about  Cape  Hotham,  and  long  lanes  of  water  from 
it  to  the  south  and  S.E. 

During  the  fresh  breezes  the  ice  would  sometimes  move  in  the  baj^  break  off 
at  the  outer  edges,  and  drive  out  to  sea,  and  we  could  communicate  by  boat 
with  the  "  Phoenix  "  through  our  canal  right  out. 

The  despatches  were  now  being  all  collected  and  sealed  up  for  transmission,  Close  despatches, 
for  Commander  Inglefield  had  intimated  to  me  his  intention  of  leaving  directly ; 
when,  at  1  Ih.  SOni.  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  he  went  to  the  summit  of  Beechey 
Island  with  one  of  our  ice  quartermasters.  Unfortunately  it  came  on  so  thick 
before  he  got  up  that  he  could  not  see  any  distance ;  however,  he  had  been 
kept  acquainted,  either  verbally  or  by  signal,  Ynth  the  various  reports  received 
from  our  look-outs.  On  his  return  he  told  me  he  should  leave  this  afternoon, 
as  soon  as  all  the  letters  were  closed.  When  I  remarked  that,  having  so  much 
open  v.-ater  in  Wellington  Channel,  Sir  Edward  Belcher  might  possibly  be  here 
in  a  day  or  two;  also  that  he  (Commander  Inglefield)  would  be  likely  to  meet 
ice  from  the  head  of  Baffin's  Bay  thus  early,  w^hich,  if  caught  in,  might  be  of 
serious  consequence,  with  so  few  coals  on  board.  But  he  seemed  resolved  to  go, 
which  I  trust  will  prove  to  be  about  the  best  thing  that  could  have  been  done, 
for  although  now  the  sea  looks  clear  there  is  no  knowing  how  long  it  will  remain 
so,  from  the  immense  quantity  of  ice  in  these  regions.  It  may  be  the  only 
chance ;  and  from  the  gieat  bodies  of  snow  still  in  the  country  it  is  very  probable 
there  will  be  an  early  close  to  all  navigation.  To  be  caught  with  no  less  than 
1-57  people  on  board  would  be  ruination.  I  therefore  closed  up  all  despatches, 
went  on  board  with  them  at  3p.m.,  and  the  "  Phoenix"  steamed  out  of  the  bay,  " phoenix " leaves, 
all  very  glad,  I've  no  doubt,  at  leaving  such  inhospitable  regions,  for  throughout 
their  sojourn  here  they  must  have  had  no  small  share  of  anxiety.  I  cannot  but 
help  saying  that  I  was  as  much  pleased  myself,  for  I  have  been  in  a  constant 
state  of  fever  about  her  as  well  as  my  own  ship ;  but  it  is  the  cause  of  a  disap- 
pointment to  many,  for  the  hopes  of  seeing  home  this  year  must  no  more  be 
thought  of. 

Off  Cape  Riley  I  left  them,  wath  an  open  sea  to  the  eastward,  and  calm 
weather,  bidding  fair  for  a  good  run  out  of  Lancaster  Sound,  and  on  my  return 
landed  at  the  point.  I  had  taken  with  me  two  casks  containing  notices,  w^hich 
they  would  put  overboard  on  getting  a  little  more  off  the  land.  The  provisions 
and  coals  landed  appeared  sufficient  for  any  work  we  might  yet  have  to  do  in 
these  regions  ;  for  I  think  we  may  conclude  that  all  search  is  over,  as  far  as 
Wellington  Channel  is  concerned. 

The  result  of  the  labours  of  the  Melville  Island  division  remains  yet  to  be 
seen,  from  which  I  think  we  are  as  far  off  as  ever,  and  altogether  I  fear  they 
will  have  much  difficulty  in  getting  back  with  the  ships.  The  poor  "  Investi- 
gator's "  crew  will  feel  the  disappointment  much  in  not  getting  up  to  go  home 
by  the  steamer  or  other  vessel. 

5  G  3 
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August  1853. 
25th. 


Gale. 


27th. 


Barrow's  Straits  and 
Wellington  Channel 
closed. 

Union  Bay  preferable 
to  this. 


Union  Bay  closed 
asrain. 


Strong  breeze. 


Head-board  to  memory 
(»f  Lieut.  Bellot. 


Ice  movt«  in  the  bay. 
Heavy  nip  on  the  ship. 


Wind  light  from  the  south  and  S.E.  by  E.  during  the  day,  bringing  the  ice 
all  back  again,  and  Barrow  Straits  crowding  fast ;  however,  it  is  not  yet  suffi- 
cient to  stop  the  steamer. 

Up  to  this  time  no  appearance  of  Sir  E.  Belcher  or  any  of  his  boats,  and  I  begin 
to  feel  anxious,  for  there  has  been  so  much  water  of  late  in  the  Wellington 
Channel,  as  far  up  as  we  could  see,  that  I  cannot  imagine  anything  but  accident 
to  cause  detention.  I  therefore  determined  on  sending  a  boat  off  to  Point 
Hogarth.  One  was  therefore  prepared  ;  but  a  gale  coming  on  from  S.E,  at  mid- 
night I  was  obliged  to  give  it  up.  This  gale  vv^as  sometimes  up  to  9  in  strength, 
accompanied  with  snow  and  thick  misty  weather,  which  clearing  on  Saturday 
morning,  when  the  gale  broke,  we  saw  that  every  space  of  open  water  visible  on 
the  25th  was  now  covered.  The  outer  part  of  the  bay  was  completely  full  of 
heavy  hummocky  pack-ice ;  and  God  only  knows  what  would  have  been  the 
fate  of  the  "  Phosnix"  had  she  been  lying  where  she  was  three  days  ago,  and  I 
hope  she  is  safe  out  of  Lancaster  Sound.  Heavy  nips  are  but  a  short  distance 
from  us  ;  but  most  fortunately  there  are  some  heavy  floe-pieces  as  fenders,  and 
the  inshore  ice  apparently  so  firmly  held  by  the  grounded  masses  among  it  that 
we  are  all  right  for  a  time.  Wellington  Channel  and  Barrow  Straits  are  closed, 
as  far  as  we  can  see.  Union  Bay  is  open,  and  for  a  winter  quarters  I  consider 
it  a  far  better  place  than  this.  Two  ships  might  lay  in  the  small  bight  on  its 
northern  shore  in  4  fathoms  water,  almost  touching  the  beach,  and  land-locked. 
They  would  have  to  moor,  head  and  stern,  until  the  ice  made,  and  we  have 
always  seen  this  ba}^  clear  first. 

For  the  next  two  days  there  was  no  change  in  the  ice  anywhere, — all  heavily 
packed,  until  midnight  of  the  29th,  when  a  few  lanes  opened  out  in  Barrow 
Straits.  The  wind  has  generally  been  from  E.  by  S.  and  S.E.  by  S.  no  very 
great  strength.  Once  I  was  in  hopes  that  a  N.W.  wind  had  commenced,  but 
it  only  continued  for  a  couple  of  hours,  very  light,  then  calm.  The  ice  then 
began  to  drive  into  Union  Ba}-,  set  in  by  the  tide  from  Wellington  Channel, 
heavy  and  hummocky,  except  in  the  one  sheltered  spot,  and  the  shoal  water ; 
the  latter  kept  clear  by  the  ice  being  of  too  great  a  draught. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th  the  wind  was  from  N.W.,  freshening  up 
until  noon,  when  it  was  blowing  6  in  strength.  It  soon  made  a  move  in  the  ice,  for 
at  8  A  M.  it  was  easing  off  in  the  bay  and  Barrow  Straits,  and  driving  fast  to  the 
eastward ;  but  Wellington  Channel  was  still  closed. 

A  party  was  sent  on  shore  to-day,  to  dig  amongst  some  sawdust,  but  nothing 
found.  A  head-board  was  placed  l3y  the  graves,  "  To  the  memoiy  of  the  gallant 
but  ill-fated  Lieutenant  Bellot  of  the  French  Navy." 

Union  Bay  was  now  completely  full  of  heavy  ice,  and  at  4  p.m.  that  in  Wellington 
Channel  was  moving  eastward,  packing  heavil}^  on  its  shores.  At  6  p.m.  the 
wind  was  still  blowing  strong  from  the  N.  W.,  when  at  6h.  30m.  the  ice  in  this  bay 
made  a  move,  closed  in  our  canal,  and  gave  us  a  heavy  nip,  heeling  the  ship  at 
least  3  degrees  to  starbo  ml.  Hawsers  were  run  out,  and  ice  anchors  imme- 
diately set,  for  the  purpose  of  heaving  out,  if  possible,  for  the  floe-edge  was 
clear,  and  I  was  in  hopes  we  should  get  there  before  another  move,  and  dock  in ; 
when,  if  all  did  drWc  out,  W(^  might  the  more  readily  get  clear,  and  under 
canvass.  We  could  not  eflect  it,  for  the  nip  Avas  too  heavily  on  us.  It  did  not 
however  increase;  but  it  was  not  until  we  blew  off  several  charges  (4  lbs.)  the 
ship  was  released.  At  9h.  the  ice  dost^  about  eased  a  little,  but  movhig  Avas  out 
of  tilt;  (luestion,  Ibr  all  egress  Avas  blockt^d  by  a  surge  of  the  outer  portion  bodily 
to  the  westAvard,  close  uj)  lo  lliose  l)(>avy  groimded  berg-like  pieces  which  were 
by  llic  gale  that,  drove  us  on  shore  lust  Se])teniber.  'I'hese  pieces 
island,  extending  nearly  in  to  abreast  of  Northumber- 
to  three  hundred  feet  ofl'  shore,  some  of  them 
water  inside,  and  three  out  close  to.  It  Avas  fortu- 
,  and  gH't.  out  that,  far.  At  niidiiight  the  gale  Avas  8 
in  the  ba\'. 

we  had  on  board  from  Mnglaiui  for  the  other  ships  of 
l,()-(hiy,  and  phteed  in  tht;  house,  in  the  event  of  our 
one  coming  here  belbre  we  got  back,  *Sfc.  On  ovcr- 
by  t  he  "  Hreiula  Ibane,"  no  less  than  H9()  pounds  Averc 
lo  In;  surveyed.    The  tenipeniture  for  Lhis  month 


driven  in 
line  the  S.E.  shores  of  tli( 
land  I  fouse,  and  are  IVimii 
lying  in  hall"  a 
nalc  t  hat  Ave  di< 
in  Htrength  ;  ice 

AH  the  despatches  that 
the  h(|ua(lron  wer(;  landed 
iM'irig  dri\(  ii  out,  and  any 
hnulinf!  the  biseiul.  landed 
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has  been  pretty  high  ;   that,  however,  did  not  last  long ;  one  day  only.      August  isss. 
Maximum  44  -r,  minimum  25.5  +,  mean  34.  +. 

Wind  still  fresh  from  W.N.W.  and  N.  by  W.  throughout  the  day,  but  at      September  ist. 
midnight  it  moderated.    As  the  ice  was  stationar}^  in  the  bay,  and  open  water  send  a  boat  to  Cape 
to  allow  of  a  boat  getting  to  Cape  Riley,  one  was  sent  there,  to  bring  up  all 
tallow  landed  by  the  "  Phosuix,"  as  the  bears  might  find  means  of  breaking  into 
the  casks.    We  Avere  obliged  to  launch  some  distance,  though,  before  we  could 
get  her  into  the  water. 

The  ice  in  Wellington  Channel  was  still  heavily  packed  on  the  w^estern  Send  a  boat  up  Wei- 
shores,  but  the  eastern  being  free,  and  continuing  so,  Mr.  Shellabear,  the 
second  master,  was  sent  off  with  the  whale-boat  on  the  2d  to  endeavour  to  com- 
municate with  the  "  Assistance."  The  2d  was  the  day  fixed  on  for  the 
"North  Star"  sailing  for  England,  Sir  E.  Belcher  saying  in  his  orders  to  me 
that  he  should  either  be  here  himself  or  send  before  that  time,  with  his  last 
despatches.  I  have  therefore  reason  to  think  something  serious  has  been  the 
cause  of  his  detention  ;  for  so  far,  as  we  have  been  able  able  to  see  into  and  up 
the  Wellington  Channel,  there  have  been  times  when  a  ship  could  get  on  in 
perfect  safety. 

On  the  3d  the  young  ice  was  making  in  all  the  still  water,  almost  strong  3d. 
enough  to  bear  A^^alking  on  ;  and  as  the  ice  had  completely  shut  us  in  by  the 
last  move  from  all  communication  with  any  open  water  that  might  be  made  by 
the  ice  drifting,  and  the  fast  floe  edge  being  about  a  mile  south  us,  I  commenced 
cutting  a  canal  from  it  up  to  the  ship,  so  to  ensure  our  getting  out,  should  the  Sawing  a  third  cahai: 
bay  not  clear,  or  we  be  required  to  return  to  England. 

On  the  4th  snow  and  sleet  was  falling  fast  in  the  morning,  and  young  ice 
strong  enough  to  bear.  In  Barrow  Straits  the  pack  was  apparently  driving  to 
the  S.E.,  but  in  the  a^'ternoon  it  was  coming  fast  into  the  bay,  and  from  the 
summit  of  Beechey  Island  Wellington  Channel  was  seen  to  be  closely  packed. 
Wind  S.W.  in  the  evening. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  5th  there  was  a  light  air  from  E.S.E.  and  S.E.,  stb. 
with  the  ic'e  driving  fast  to  the  north  and  west.  Wellington  Channel  closely 
packed,  with  the  exception  of  a  few  lanes  towards  Cape  Hothara.  In  the  after- 
noon some  heavy  hummocky  ice  was  seen  drifting  eastward,  close  across  the 
mouth  of  the  bay.  I  conjecture  that  it  came  out  of  Wellington  Channel,  for  I 
have  seen  much  of  it  there,  and  only  in  certain  spots ;  none  in  Barrow  Straits. 
Wind  in  the  evening  N.W. 

On  the  6th  the  wind  was  light  from  north  ;  calm  occasionally.  The  Barrow  eth. 
Strait  ice  is  close  into  the  bay  floe  edge,  well  within  the  line  from  the  southern 
cliffs  of  Beechey  Island  to  Cape  Riley,  and  so  much  young  ice  has  made 
lately,  with  all  the  old  inside  fast  to  the  shore,  that  I  do  not  think  there  will  be 
any  more  moves  in  the  bay  this  year.  There  are  yet  a  few  spots  open  at  the 
head  of  the  bay,  with  very  deep  water ;  but  in  our  canal,  what  we  cut  out 
one  day  we  generally  find  so  hard  frozen  next  morning  that  we  can  walk 
on  it. 

In  the  afternoon  the  wind  came  in  from  S.W.,  light,  but  towards  evening  it 
became  squally,  and  much  snow  falling.  From  the  top  of  Boechey  Island  a 
few  lanes  of  open  water  were  seen  on  the  western  shores  of  Wellington  Channel. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  7th  the  wind  suddenly  shifted  to  N.W.  ;  blew  "^f^- 
strong  with  heavy  squalls,  and  it  appeared  to  make  no  impression  on  the  bay 
ice.    Much  snow  having  fallen  last  night,  everything  begins  to  assume  quite  a 
wintry  appearance.    Both  Wellington  Channel  and  Barrow's  Straits  are  full  of 
ice.    The  thermometer  down  to  17.  +• 

From  so  much  ice  now  accumulated  in  Wellington  Channel,  I  fear  that  this         * 4^^"^^^** 
second  effort  to  get  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher  will  not  succeed.    I  fully  expect  to  tanL'"^  ^  ' 
see  Mr.  Shellabear  back  every  day  without  his  boat,  for  I  strongly  suspect  he 
will  have  to  abandon  her.    I  trust  nothing  worse  will  occur.  We  have  alread}^ 
had  sad  mishaps,  and  I  hope  there  will  be  no  more. 

On  the  8th  of  September  the  wind  still  blew  strong  from  N.W.  No  hope  of  ^th. 
anything  from  either  Wellington  Channel  or  Melville  Island,  for  the  ice  has 
completely  closed  over  all  open  water,  except  a  narrow  and  short  lane  towards 
Cape  Hotham.  In  Barrow  Straits  also  there  were  a  few  lanes,  and  clear  at  the 
floe  edge  ;  I  therefore  took  the  opportunity  of  sending  two  casks  adrift,  contain- 
ing notices.  These  I  expect  will  be  the  last  for  the  year.  The  temperature  of 
the  sea  was  28.  +  .    The  wind  at  the  floe  edge  was  from  west  while  in  the  bay, 
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August  1853, 
Cloiing  of  the  season. 


9th. 

Mr.  Shellabear  returns. 


Fragments  of  '•  Bread- 
albane." 


10th. 

Give  up  sabring  ice. 


View  from  summit  of 
Beechey  Isle  and  Cape 
Spenser. 


Union  Bay. 


Erebus  Bay. 


1  r,tb. 

A  n  ival  of  (JoiiiticiMiIiT 
((»boni. 


N<  w»  from  W<'lliiigtoii 


and  at  the  ship  fresh  from  N.W.  Towards  night  it  was  snowing  occasionally, 
with  heavy  squalls. 

It  is  pretty  evident  that  winter  is  fairly  set  in,  and  the  season  has  not  onl^ 
been  a  bad  one,  but  very  backward.  Mow  different  from  the  last  year,  for  it 
was  at  this  same  time  we  had  open  water ;  now  every  space  is  closed  up  with 
ice.  The  sa^ving  to  open  the  nip  gets  on  very  slowly,  with  such  a  low  tempera- 
ture ;  the  young  ice  so  quickly  forms  that  it  is  impossible  to  keep  open  water 
without  constant  watching,  and  breaking  up  the  thin  crust.  W ellington  Channel 
appears  to  be  a  sealed  book  ;  and  God  only  knows  what  has  become  of  the 
"  Assistance  "  and  "  Pioneer."  The  "  Intrepid  "  too  I  have  given  up  long  ago. 
Even  if  she  did  arrive  now  there  would  be  very  great  difficulty  in  getting 
through  Lancaster  Sound.  We  may  indeed  safely  say  that  v.'c  are  booked  for 
another  winter.  Disappointed  as  we  may  feel,  yet  I  trust  it  is  all  for  the  best. 
One  thing  I  hope  I  may  count  on  as  certain,  and  that  is,  freedom  from  the 
terrible  anxiety  endured  last  year. 

On  the  morning  of  the  9th,  much  to  my  relief,  Mr.  Shellabear  and  his 
party  arrived,  and,  as  I  tliought,  have  had  to  abandon  their  boat.  He  had  got 
as  far  as  the  entrance  of  Griffin  Bay,  when  the  ice  became  so  heavy  that  he 
could  not  proceed,  therefore  returned  to  Cape  Bov/den,  where  the  boat  was  hauled 
up  and  left.  From  this  they  Avalked  back  to  t!ie  ship  by  the  land,  for  the  ice 
was  so  broken  up  and  loose  that  there  was  no  travelling  on  it.  No  signs  of 
either  "  Assistance"  or  the  Pioneer ;"  nor  any  hope  of  their  getting  down  this 
year.  Mr.  Shellabear  had  found  fragments  of  the  "  Breadalbane "  at  two 
places  ill  the  Wellington  Channel ;  first  at  Point  Innis  the  day  he  left,  and  the 
second  a  few  miles  to  the  south  of  Cape  Bowden. 

On  Saturday  I  gave  up  cutting  any  more,  for  it  was  impossible  to  keep  water 
open  ;  and  the  time  was  gone  by  that  it  would  be  safe  for  any  vessel  to  leave 
this  for  England.  Not  the  slightest  hope  can  now  be  entertained  of  a  vessel 
getting  here  from  any  quarter ;  a  boat  possibly  might,  but  it  would  be  a  hard 
and  dangerous  job  for  those  concerned  in  the  work.  All  our  ice  gear  was 
gathered  up,  and  preparations  made  for  the  winter. 

On  Sunday  I  Avas  on  the  summit  of  Bcechey  Island,  and  on  Monday  at  Cape 
Spencer.  I  could  see  from  either  much  open  water  on  the  western  shores  of 
Wellington  Channel ;  but  everywhere  else  was  closed.  From  the  ridge  within 
a  mile  or  two  of  Cape  Spencer  I  got  a  good  view  to  the  northward  at  the 
back  of  the  high  land  of  Point  Innis.  I  could  not  only  see  Cape  Bowden,  but 
far  beyond  it,  where  the  ice  appeared  to  be  stretching  completely  across  the 
channel.  In  the  narrow  open  lead  on  the  east  side  of  Wellington  Channel 
much  heavy  ice  was  driving  up  and  down  with  the  tide. 

FIov/  different  is  the  appearance  of  Union  Bay  from  what  it  was  last  year, 
after  the  ice  formed,  in  the  fall.  It  then  froze  over  smooth  and  like  a  carpet ;  now 
it  is  full  of  heavy  hummocky  ice,  except  in  the  small  bight  on  its  northern 
shores.  It  has  never  been  out  since  driven  in  on  the  30tli  ultimo  from 
Wellington  Channel  by  the  N.W.  wind,  and  I  expect  never  will,  until  next 
year.    I  anticipate  heavy  travelling  over  it  b)'-and-by. 

Erebus  J3ay,  too,  wears  a  different  aspect.  All  the  heavy  ice  driven  in  last 
year  is  now  so  worn  down  and  filled  in  with  drift  and  snow  so  smooth  that 
you  can  hardly  recognize  it  for  the  same.  We  shall  be  able  to  move  about  this 
time  with  something  Hke  ease  in  (comparison  with  last  year;  in  fact  the  contrast 
is  so  great  that  we  anticijxite  a  more  comfortable  ship  this  forthcoming  winter ; 
but  there  is  one  thing  we  cannot  esca))e,  which  is,  tiiat  weary,  dull,  monotony, 
from  being  so  long  shut  up  in  darkness.  No  one  knows  what  it  is  but  those 
who  have  spent  more  than  one  winter  in  Arctic  regions. 

On  I'Viday  morning  a  lra\clling  pnrty  was  seen  coming  towards  ii.'j  from 
Union  liay,  which  we  immedialely  conchided  to  iw  I'rom  \Vclhngton  ('hamiel, 
and  \'ery  soon  I  had  the  |)l('iisure  of  weh-onnng  on  l)oar(l  1  jii.'Utenant,  now  Com- 
mander, Osliorn,  of  tlie  "  Pioneei,"  IcikU'I'  to  lli-r  Ma_')esty's  ship  "  yVssistance," 
and  learnt  that  the  Ncssels  were  detiiined  by  ice  to  tlie  nor! h\', nrd  of  (-ape 
O.nborn,  say  ahoiit  50  miles  IVoni  lliis. 

( 'oinmaiidci' ( )sl)()rn  handed  me  desp;ilclu's  lor  I'^nghmd,  lull  they  were  too 
bile,  also  lelteis  addressed  lo  the  senior  ollici  r  here,  which  was  myself,  wlu^reii) 
I  lenrnt  to  rny  siirprise  that  Sir  K.  Heleher  was  donbtlid  ol  niy  being  fdive. 

'I'll'*  caiiHe  Ibi'this  wiis,  that:  on  rciiching  Ihcir  present  posilioii  they  discovered 
oil  II  doe  f)ie('c*  of  ice  (he  india  niltber  L)oiit  j)()or  H'.'llol  li;id  wilh  him,  also  a 
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chart  and  several  other  things  seen  in  my  possession  when  I  was  with  them  in    September  issa. 
July.    Hence  the  supposition  ;  and  Commander  Osborn  was  sent  on  to  take  my 
place,  should  it  be  the  case.    Thank  God  it  was  only  a  supposition.  But  for  His 
merciful  protection  in  many  instances  it  would  have  been  reality. 

Sir  Edward  yet  hopes  to  get  free,  and  speaks  of  October  as  being  a  month  for 
navigating  these  seas.  In  that  I  cannot  agree  with  him,  for  even  now  I  consider 
that  it  would  be  a  most  hazardous  thing  to  attempt  to  get  out  of  Barrow  Straits 
or  Lancaster  Soundo  Last  year,  fine  as  it  was,  I  should  have  been  very  sorry 
to  have  attempted  it  after  the  20th. 

As  Commander  Osborn's  orders  were  to  get  back  as  soon  as  possible  if  all 
right,  and  wishing  to  get  further  instructions  from  the  senior  officer  in  the  altered 
state  of  affairs,  I  determined  on  paying  him  a  visit.    A  sled  and  party  was  nth. 
therefore  prepared,  and  on  Saturday  at  noon  we  left  the  "  North  Star."  Un^on'^Chlnnef  ^^'^^ 

This  first  night  we  stopped  on  the  low  point  from  Cape  Spencer,  and  pitched  strong  wind, 
the  tents  in  heavy  snow,  with  a  hard  gale  from  N.N.W.  It  continued  throughout  ^^^^  ^  .^^^JJ^^- 
the  night,  and  a  very  great  change  was  seen  in  the  ice  next  morning.    As  far     '^"^^  ^ 
as  the  eye  could  stretch  to  the  S.W.  was  an  open  sea ;  the  outer  part  of  Union 
Bay  was  clear,  the  bases  of  the  cliffs  on  the  western  shores  of  Beechey  Island 
were  washed  by  the  sea,  and  well  to  the  south  nothing  could  be  seen  but  loose 
driving  ice  in  the  open  water.    We  moved  on,  and  found  much  difficulty  in  Much  open  water, 
getting  along  about  Point  Innes,  for  the  ice  close  in  to  the  cliffs  was  so  broken 
up  in  large  hummocks,  quite  afloat,  that  our  only  road  lay  over  the  glacier,  and 
that  so  steep  that  a  single  false  step  would  have  precipitated  all  over  the  cliffs  of 
at  least  150  feet  perpendicular  height.   However,  we  surmounted  all  difficulty, 
but  it  was  very  slow  work.    Got  down  on  the  floe  to  the  north  among  heavy 
grounded  masses,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  IQth  encamped  about  three  miles  19th. 
on  the  south  side  of  Cape  Bowden.   The  wind  had  now  been  blowing  constantly 
from  north  and  N.W.  since  Saturday  night,  making  great  havoc  among  the  ice. 
This  night,  Monday,  it  blew  again  very  hard ;  when  on  Tuesday  morning  there 
was  so  much  open  water  in  Wellington  Channel  that  I  thought  it  not  improbable  20th. 
that  the  northern  shores  of  Barrow's  Straits  might  yet  clear  sufficient  to  allow 
boats,  if  not  ships,  to  get  from  the  westward.    This  determined  me  on  going  Return  to  ship, 
back,  as  in  the  event  of  such  arrivals  my  presence  would  be  required  ;  and  as  to 
Commander  Osborn,  considering  that  he  had  got  over  the  worst  part  of  the 
journey,  I  gave  him  all  the  despatches  from  England,  together  with  a  letter  from 
myself  to  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  and  left  him,  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  21st  . 
got  on  board  the  "  North  Star"  again. 

From  the  master  I  learnt  that  they  had  had  a  great  deal  of  windy  weather, 
chiefly  from  N.N.W.  ;  thereby  much  open  water  seen  both  in  W ellington 
Channel  and  Barrow  Straits,  in  fact  almost  as  clear  as  the  day  the  "  Phoenix  " 
left.  Now,  however,  in  Wellington  Channel,  I  could  see  from  the  high  land 
back  of  Point  Innes  the  line  of  ice  distinctly  to  the  southward  and  S.W.  ;  and 
the  wind  on  the  24th  being  at  south,  and  constantly  from  quarters  between  it 
and  east,  never  exceeding  a  moderate  breeze,  sometimes  calm,  with  a  low 
temperature  for  the  remainder  of  the  month  of  September,  all  navigation 
was  stopped,  and  travelling  too,  either  from  or  to  the  westward.  The  water 
was  close  up  to  the  base  of  the  Cape  Spencer  cliffs,  so  that  a  boat  was  obliged  to 
be  sent  to  bring  the  men  on  board.  Barrow's  Straits  was  also  closing  again  fast ; 
so  I  sent  off  on  the  morning  of  the  23d,  to  the  "  Assistance,"  Mr.  Shellabear  Send  a  party  to 
and  a  party,  with  these  further  particulars  of  the  state  of  the  ice  after  this  "Assistance." 
continuation  of  a  strong  wind.  Furthermore,  proposing  myself  to  travel  to  the 
*'  Assistance"  at  a  later  period,  I  intend  to  leave  the  ship  on  the  first  of 
October. 

Mr.  Shellabear's  party  took  with  them  a  bale  of  blankets,  also  some  fresh 
meat  (sooms)  which  we  had  received  from  the  "  Phosnix,"  and  w^hich  would  be 
quite  as  acceptable  to  the  crews  of  the  two  ships  in  Wellington  Channel  as  they 
were  to  us.  Commander  Osborn  had  taken  all  the  remaining  mutton,  &c.,  and 
I  intended  to  take  more  sooms,  with  parcels  from  England,  that  they  might 
not  feel  so  much  the  disappointment  of  the  unexpected  detention  in  their 
unenviable  position. 

The  temperature  this  month  has  seldom  been  above  the  freezing  point,  and 
never  below  zero.  Much  snow  has  fallen  in  the  latter  part  of  it,  from  which, 
being  so  soft,  and  often  thawing  or  getting  sludgy,  water  flowing  through 
the  cracks,  the  travelling  is  most  fatiguing.  Hardly  any  wild  fowl  have  been 
IV.  5  H 
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October,        seen,  and  those  few  going  to  the  southward.    Bears  we  have  seen  none  of  late. 

A  sohtary  wolf  was  prowling  about  the  ship  for  a  few  days  in  September.  So 
much  for  animal  life. 

Temperature  for  the  Month. 

Maximum  33  .  5  +  .    Minimum  3.7  +  .    Mean  18  .  0  + . 

October  came  in  with  a  hard  gale  from  S.E.  and  heavy  snow.  From  this 
quarter  the  wind,  however,  did  not  last  long,  moderating  on  the  afternoon  of 
the  first  day,  and  flying  round  to  S.W.,  thence  W.S.W.  and  N.W.,  snowing 
still,  until  Sunday  the  2d  in  the  morning,  when  it  was  north,  fresh,  and  pretty 
steady.  At  noon  it  flew  to  N.N.E.,  and  blew  a  perfect  storm,  9  in  strength, 
moderating  on  Monday  night;  when  the  next  morning  I  commenced  my 
jom'ney. 


4tli. 

Leave  for  the  "  Assis- 
tance." 

Break  through  the  ice. 


Return  to  ship. 


5th. 

Leave  and  take 
another  route. 


Difficulties  of  road. 


(/ct  over  the  ridge. 
Ctli. 


Journey  along  the  Eastern  Shores  of  Wellington  Channel  to  Her  Majesty's 
Ship  "  Assistance"  and  back  between  4th  and  22d  October  1853. 

I  left  the  ship  at  half-past  8  a.m  ,  with  a  light  breeze  from  W.S.W. ;  got 
through  Union  Bay  with  much  difficulty,  when  off  Cape  Spencer  saw  a  large 
space  of  smooth  floe,  where  we  hoped  our  pace  would  be  greatly  improved. 
This  was  covered  with  much  drift  snow,  so  that  we  did  not  know  of  its 
treacherous  nature  until  the  sled  and  several  of  the  men  were  scrambling  in  the 
water.  An  old  floe  piece,  luckily,  being  close  too,  all  got  out  again,  and  on  it 
safe,  with  nothing  more  than  a  good  wetting,  not  only  of  themselves  but  much 
of  the  provisions,  clothes,  &c.  This  we  could  not  dry  again,  and,  not  being 
more  than  three  miles  from  the  ship,  I  returned  to  her,  with  the  view  of 
replacing  our  supplies,  getting  clothes  dried,  and  resuming  the  journey  on  the 
following  day. 

Wednesday  was  a  thick  misty  day,  with  a  light  southerly  wind,  and  as  it  was 
running  too  much  a  risk  to  attempt  the  ice  about  Cape  Spencer  yet,  I  deter- 
mined on  going  over  the  ridge.  I  therefore  left  the  ship  at  ^  past  8  a.m.,  taking 
with  me  two  officers  and  ten  men,  besides  the  dogs  and  regular  crew,  to  assist  in 
getting  up  the  steep  and  almost  perpendicular  ascent  to  the  summit  of  the 
ridge.  We  got  pretty  well  to  the  foot  of  it,  although  there  was  a  great  deal  of 
bare  gravel  to  get  over,  when  the  most  difficult  part  commenced.  Stand 
upright  or  walk  we  could  not ;  it  was  a  complete  climbing  adventure ;  and, 
what  was  more,  the  best  place  we  could  find,  to  get  on.  Fortunately  there  was  a 
great  quantity  of  snow  on  the  gravel.  We  were  three  hours  at  the  least  at 
regular  standing  pulls,  and  had  only  accomplished  two  thirds  of  the  way  up 
when  we  were  obliged  to  encamp.  I  say  standing  pulls  ;  but  it  was  not ;  it  was 
a  sitting  pull,  for  every  man  was  obliged  to  take  that  position  to  prevent 
himself  going  head  foremost  to  the  very  bottom.  We  mustered  18  men, 
2  officers,  and  self;  8  were  the  regular  crew,  besides  the  dogs,  now  of  no 
service  whatever.  The  weight  was  not  so  very  heavy,  for  we  carried  only  a 
week's  provisions,  which,  together  with  tent  gear,  &c.,  bedding,  spare  clothes 
(a  change),  bale  of  blankets,  bag  of  sooms,  and  two  boxes,  weighed  not  more 
than  1,G00  pounds.  The  bale  of  blankets  we  were  obliged  to  drop  ;  and  it  was 
only  by  many  fleets  that  we  got  up  that  far  at  last.  As  it  was  necessary  that 
the  men  returning  to  the  shij)  should  have  daylight,  1  sent  them  off  in  time, 
wit  h  orders  to  return  in  the  morning ;  when  avc  got  fairly  over  the  ridge  by 
noon  the  next  (hiy. 


Ic«  abryul  I'oiitt  hiiii'D. 
7tli. 


feet,  and  very  steep  to  on 
of  the  journey  to  go  over 


The  height  ol'  this  ridge  averiiges  at  le.'ist  (iOO 
either  side.    I  shouhl  be  sorrow  to  have  (hat  ])arl 

again.  Iftlic  deep  valley,  partly  througli  which  we  went,  was  clear  the  whole 
w;iy,  it  \vf)uld  save  no  less  than  three  miles  of  the  dislnnct'  to  (^ape  liowden. 

'I  Ik;  extra  men  I  took  on  so  lar  as  i\\v.  beach,  a  (luarler  of  the  way  between 
(Jupe  Spencer  and  J'oiiit  Innes,  belbre  sench'ng  th(Mn  back  ;  iwd  that  niglit  I 
encjiniped  nboiit  a  mih-  on  the  S.IC.  h'h\v  oC  the  ])oint. 

'I'hc  ice  about  this  point  was  in  a,  very  simihir  state  to  wliat  1  found  it  on  tlie 
IHth  of  hiHt  month.  1  UK  rdoic  kept  furtlier  back  on  the  liigh  laud,  thus 
nvoidiiig  purt  of  the  glacier;  hut,  iiaving  so  much  gravel  to  drag  over,  we 


load  ni  11  time 


which  inndc  it  slow  and  tedious. 


could  only  Inkc^  halt"  a 
however,  nfccMnplishcd  ;  when  getting  on  a  good  (loe  we  made  up  lor  it. 


It  wna, 
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At  Point  Lowell  I  deposited  some  extra  provisions  we  had;  when,  shortly      October  isss. 
after  leaving  it,  I  met  Mr.  Shellabear  returning  from  the  "  Assistance."  He  was  Cache, 
accompanied  by  Lieutenant  Cheyne  and  Mr.  Gro?e,  mate,  both  «of  the  senior  ^cond  master 'anT*^' 
officer's  ship  ;  the  latter  in  charge  of  the  sled  party  taking  the  former  gentleman's  the  officers,  Ssc. 
things  to  "  North  Star  "  sent  by  Sir  Edward  for  service.    Mr.  Ricards  also, 
assistant  surgeon  of  "  Pioneer,"  was  appointed  surgeon  vice  M'Cormick,  gone 
home  in  "  Phosnix and  Mr.  Toms,  assistant  surgeon,  at  present  in  "  North 
Star,"  by  this   latter  arrangement  was   to   return   to   his  own  ship  (the 
"  Assistance  ")  with  Mr.  Grove. 

Scrawling  a  few  lines  to  the  commanding  officer  of  "  North  Star  "  to  have 
these  orders  carried  out,  we  parted  company.  The  next  morning  I  passed  Cape 
Bowden,  traversed  Griffin  Bay,  keeping  well  into  its  bight  in  consequence  of 
the  heavy  ice,  passed  the  low  point  off  which  poor  Bellot  was  drowned,  and  on  joth 
Monday  evening  encamped  on  the  southern  shores  of  a  deep  bay,  7  or  8  miles 
to  the  southward  of  Cape  Osborn. 

We  had  now  been  just  six  days  from  the  ship,  and  being  victualled  only  for 
that  time,  besides  what  we  had  cached  at  Point  Lovell,  we  had  barely  enough 
remaining  for  to-morrow.  All  this  we  should  have  avoided  had  we  not 
deposited  the  provision  on  the  road  ;  but  who  could  foresee  our  having  such  a 
route  to  travel  over.  If  it  had  been  anything  decent  we  should  have  been  at 
the  "  Assistance "  to-night ;  and  at  any  rate,  if  we  get  no  worse  road,  early 
to-morrow  morning. 

It  was  blowing  a  fresh  breeze  from  E.S.E.  when  we  stopped  to  encamp, 
wliich  by  midnight  had  increased  to  a  moderate  gale.  The  next  morning  it 
was  blowing  a  strong  gale  from  S.E.,  with  such  a  dense  snow-drift  that  at  times 
I  could  not  see  more  than  100  feet  in  any  direction.  However,  I  had  taken  a 
good  view  of  the  opposite  shores  of  the  bay  last  evening,  and  finding  that  the 
onward  sledge  tracks  were  not  obliterated,  and  having  only  provision  enough 
for  the  day,  I  decided  on  pushing  on. 

The  tent  was  immediately  struck,  sledge  packed,  and  we  started,  travelling  Gaie  and  snow  drift, 
for  the  first  mile  over  a  good  level  floe,  and  no  difficulty  in  following  the  track. 
As  we  drew  out  into  the  middle  of  the  bay,  from  somewhat  under  the  shelter  of 
the  high  land  on  the  southern  shores,  we  felt  the  full  force  of  the  gale  ;  and 
getting  soon  after  among  the  heavy  hummocky  ice,  where  much  drift  was  accu- 
mulated, the  track  was  entirely  effaced.  The  northern  shores  could  not  be 
seen.  When,  after  travelling  about  amongst  the  snow  drift  and  heavy  ice,  not  able 
to  face  the  bitter  blast,  hardly  stand  up  against  it,  and  labouring  to  no  purpose, 
I  resolved  on  pitching  the  tent.  The  smoothest  part  at  hand  was  accordingly 
selected  ;  but  it  was  not  until  the  tent  had  been  frequently  torn  from  the  grasp 
of  the  men  that  they  succeeded  in  getting  it  up  in  a  sort  of  way.  At  any  rate 
it  was  a  shelter  all  were  glad  to  get  under,  and  the  gale  strengthening  drove  the 
snow  about  in  such  fearful  quantities,  and  accumulating  about  our  frail  covering, 
that  1  began  to  think  we  should  find  ourselves  closed  in  a  sort  of  living  tomb. 
A  boarding-pike  at  one  end  broke  through,  and  down  came  the  tent,  together  uncomfortable  posi- 
v/ith  the  space  within  so  gradually  contracting  that  throughout  the  whole  of  the  tion- 
twenty  hours  thus  imprisoned  we  were  continually  backing  the  snow  off  as  it 
encroached,  to  keep  room  sufficient  to  lay  down  in.  Stand  we  could  not,  nor 
could  we  get  the  tent  up  again,  and  keep  it  so  ;  and  what  was  worse,  the  thought 
g£  the  ice  breaking  away  was  constantly  presenting  itself  to  my  mind,  when 
another  calamity,  nay  worse  than  that  of  the  17th  of  August,  would  have 
certainly  been  our  lot,  for  no  earthly  power  could  have  aided  us, — a  circum- 
stance that  might  have  happened  if  the  wind  had  only  held  to  the  E.S.E. 
instead  of  S.E.,  for  I  could  at  times  feel  a  trembling  of  the  ice  from  the  sea 
surging  underneath.  The  anxiety  of  this  night  was  almost  unbearable  ;  but, 
God  be  thanked,  it  had  an  end  ;  the  daylight  came,  and  at  8  o'clock  the  gale 
had  so  moderated  that  we  were  able  to  get  out  and  look  about  us,  when  there  oaie  breaks, 
was  no  doubt  of  who  was  our  protector  that  terrible  night.  12th. 

The  tent  was  down  altogether  in  a  very  short  time,  and  we  made  the  best  of 
our  way  to  the  shore,  from  which  we  could  more  fully  see  how  critical  had  been 
our  position.  All  the  smooth  ice  we  had  passed  over  yesterday  was  gone, 
replaced  by  an  angry  and  troubled  sea,  v/hich  washed  the  very  bases  of  the 
cliffs  and  shore  we  left  behind  us  yesterday  morning,  and  not  more  than  a 
hundred  yards  from  where  our  tent  stood  the  ice  was  all  broken  away,  and  the 
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October  1853.  sea  lashing  the  outer  parts  of  that  remaining  with  such  unabated  fury  that  it 
was  heaving  and  surging,  evincing  evident  proofs  of  a  rapid  disruption. 

We  could  -not  get  more  than  half  a  mile  this  day,  for  the  gale  was  yet  fresh, 
and  so  much  drift  that  I  was  compelled  to  encamp.  However,  the  next  day  it 
moderated.  We  moved  on,  occasionally  passing  along  sloping  banks  of  hard 
packed  snow  on  the  sea  face  of  some  steep  cliffs,  a  few  having  their  bases  bo 
washed  with  water,  from  the  ice  driving  away  in  the  gale,  that  there  was  no 
alternative.  Cape  Osborn  stopped  us  completely,  for  it  was  so  smooth  and 
slippery  over  its  steep  glacier  facing,  that  I  and  one  of  the  men,  even  with  the 
boarding-pikes,  had  great  difficulty  in  getting  over  it.  The  sled  was  therefore 
halted.  The  men  desired  to  encamp.  I  went  on ;  when,  after  a  walk  of  three 
Reach  the "  Assis-  milcs,  I  got  sight  of  the  "  Assistancc  "  and  *'  Pioneer."  They  must  have  seen 
tance."  me  much  about  the  same  time,  for  when  I  got  nearly  abreast  a  boat  was 

waiting,  at  4.30  pm.  of  the  13th  I  was  safely  on  board. 

Reporting  myself  to  Sir  E.  Belcher,  I  told  him  where  I  had  left  my  party, 
and  in  want  of  provisions ;  when  a  boat  was  sent  for  them  immediately,  for 
there  was  open  water  all  along  the  shore  to  where  they  were,  and  about  11  h.  the 
same  night  they  arrived. 

I  now  learnt  that  the  "  Assistance  "  had  not  made  much  of  a  move  towards 
Beechey  Island  after  I  left  them  in  July  last,  when  the  gale  of  the  17th  of 
August,  which  broke  up  the  ice,  drove  them  to  the  N.W.  They  had  been 
placed  in  a  perilous  position,  which  they  happily  escaped,  and  got  safely  into  a 
small  harbour,  east  of  Cape  Majendie,  and  named  it  Port  Refuge.  This  they 
were  not  able  to  leave  until  the  31st  of  August,  by  cutting  out,  but  with  a  fair 
prospect  of  soon  being  at  Beechey  Island,  being  the  next  day  (1st  September) 
in  open  water,  under  all  sail,  and  running  seven  knots.  Ice  though  is  met  with 
when  you  least  expect  it,  and  so  it  was  with  them ;  for  on  the  evening  of  the 
very  same  day  they  received  a  final  check,  and  not  much  more  than  a  distance  of 
50  miles  from  that  place  on  which  their  hopes  were  centered. 

A  few  days  after  the  ice  opened  out,  but  it  would  only  allow  them  to  wai*p 
close  in  towards  the  land ;  when  something  dark  was  discovered  on  the  ice, 
reported  from  the  crow's  nest  as  a  coal  bag  and  officer's  cap,  which  on  close 
inspection  turned  out  to  be  poor  Bellot's  India  rubber  boat,  &c. 

They  knew  nothing  then  of  the  sad  story  attending  it,  and  many  therefore 
were  the  conjectures  as  to  the  cause  of  its  being  where  they  found  it,  and  in 
such  a  condition.  Time  only  could  unravel  the  mystery ;  and,  strange  too, 
near  about  this  tell-tale  of  something  ominous  were  they  obliged  to  secure 
again  to  the  heavy  grounded  masses  of  ice  in  6  fathoms  water,  3  miles  N.E.  of 
Cape  Osborn,  and  about  100  yards  off  shore.  Here  I  found  them  ;  having  on 
the  morning  of  the  day  I  got  on  board  only  regained  it,  after  having  been 
driven  off'  by  this  last  gale.  The  "  Assistance  "  had  her  lower  yards  and 
topmasts  down. 

An  instantaneous  move  from  this,  with  so  much  open  water,  they  might 
possibly  get  into  the  bay  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Osborn,  which  I  repre- 
)4th.  sented  to  Sir  Edward  ;  but  tlie  next  morning  it  was  not  practicable,  so  much 

ice  had  made  during  the  night ;  and  on  looking  roimd  this,  their  present  posi- 
tion, altliougli  very  open,  I  considered  could  hardly  be  bettered  without  running 
great  risk,  unless  you  could  make  sure  of  getting  fairly  into  Griffin  or  Union 

St'eB'  80, 185a       bays.    This  I  also  reported  by  letter,  at  tlie  senior  officer's  request ;  and,  as  he 
had  not  his  despatclies  or  orders  ready  for  me,  I  remained  until  Monday. 

As  it  was  now  pretty  evident  that  no  ship  could  get  to  Beechey  Island  tliis 
season,  either  fi-oni  this  or  from  the  westward,  it  was  most  desirable  to  coni- 
niuin'cate,  with  Captain  Kellett  the  first  possible  opportunity  for  travelling  next 
spring  ( 1 85'! ).   I  vohniteered  for  the  service  ;  when  direetions  to  lhat  effect  were 

Order*,  &c.  given  ;  also  that  the  crew  oC  the  "  North  Star"  were  to  lay  out  caches  of  provi- 

Hion  iilojig  tlie  southern  shores  of  ( Joi'nwnllis  Island,  cS^c.    Orders,  too,  were 

("omntcnc*- rciiin)ing   givcu  UK!  I'or  (Ja[)lain  Kellett;  and  on  Moiuhiy  iirternoon  I  said  good-bye  once 

w "  Norih  Kiur,        more  to  the  VVelhngton  Channel  division  ol' the  expedition,  ;uid  commenced  niy 
return  journey. 

I  completed  from  the  "  AHBlstancc"  six  days  provision,  besides  a  quantity  for 
cn('\){'.  at  some  convenient  spot  on  the  route.  Mi".  Loney,  \  ]\c  iniister,  was  to 
aceoin])!iny  nie  until  he  met  Mi'.  (Jroves  returning  (Voiii  tlu^  "  North  Star," 

l''rom  tlic  tiiiK;  occuj)Ie,(l  in  getting  on  shore  on  Monday  the  17th,  half  ice, 
Imir  wiitcr,  we  only  made  a  shorl  distance  with  the  remaining  daylight,  encamp- 
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ing  that  night  on  the  northern  side  of  Cape  Osborn.    The  water  seen  here  on  October^isss, 

the  13th  was  now  covered  with  a  thin  surface  of  ice,  over  which  we  got  in  two 

trips ;  each  time  the  sledge  drawn  by  the  dogs  at  a  quick  pace ;  the  men,  all 

but  the  driver  and  one  hand,  spreading  out,  so  that  the  weight  was  over  a 

larger  surface.    By  this  means  we  got  over  many  similar  places,  and  the  ice 

bent  and  shook  fairly  under  us,  sometimes  only  bearing ;  but  from  a  new 

surface  constantly  presenting  by  the  quick  and  rapid  movement,  the  sledge 

only  got  into  the  water  once,  although  it  would  bubble  up  in  the  tracks  as  it 

passed  on. 

The  second  day  of  leaving  the  "  Assistance"  we  reached,  in  the  afternoon,  Meet  Mr.  Grove,  loth. 
the  deep  bay  south  of  Cape  Osborn,  and  saw  Mr.  Grove  and  his  party  crossing 
on  their  return.  We  encamped  together,  and  taking  from  him  the  next  morning 
an  extra  case  of  pemmican,  to  avoid  the  necessity  of  opening  any  caches  on  the 
route,  we  each  resumed  our  travelling ;  and  Mr.  Loney  returned  to  his 
ship. 

The  afternoon  of  this  same  day  I  cached  the  provisions  brought  for  the 
purpose  from  the  "  Assistance  "  on  the  low  broad  point  off  which  Lieutenant 
Bellot  was  drowned;  moved  on,  and  on  Saturday  evening  got  on  board  Reach  the  ship,  22ci. 
the  ship. 

We  were  able  this  time  to  travel  on  the  ice,  on  rounding  both  Point  Innes  TraveUiniy,  &c. 
and  Cape  Spencer,  but  it  was  very  bad  at  the  former.  All  wiU,  however, 
improve  throughout  the  winter,  levelled  off  with  snow  drift,  &c. ;  and  as 
there  are  three  caches  on  the  route,  we  only  being  five  days  on  the  return,  I 
fully  expect  the  first  spring  travellers  will  easily  get  over  the  distance  between 
us  and  the  "  Assistance  "  in  four. 

I  found  all  well  on  board,  and  those  officers  and  men  lately  joined  settling  Eflfectofiastgaie  on 
down  comfortably  in  their  new  habitation.  From  the  master  I  learnt  that  the  sWp"^  ^"'^ 
ice  both  in  Wellington  Channel  and  Barrow  Strait  had  been  moving  about 
occasionally,  but  no  signs  or  hope  of  any  arrivals.  On  the  night  of  the  last 
gale,  the  wind  being  from  S.E.,  was  therefore  blowing  into  the  bay,  driving  the 
ice  in  Barrow  Strait  to  the  northward,  and  pressing  it  closely  home  on  the  ship, 
givuig  her  a  very  heavy  nip^  and  heel  over  from  two  or  three  degrees.  When 
the  gale  moderated,  the  pressure  was  eased  off  by  cutting  and  blasting ;  housing 
got  over,  and  winter  preparation  commenced. 

Summary  of  Distances  travelled,  October  1853. 

Miles. 

Distance  travelled  from  ship  at  Beechey  Island  along  the  eastern 

shore  of  Wellington  Channel  to  H.M.  ship  "Assistance"  in 

latitude  75°  31'  N.  -  -  -  -  -  53 

Returning  -  -  -  -  -  -  52 


105 


Distances  travelled  in  Wellington  Channel  in  1853. 

Miles. 

In  March  and  April  -  ...  -240 

July  and  August       -  -  -  -  239h 

October  ...  .  .  -  105 
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On  the  25th  a  tide  register  was  commenced ;  and  as  it  would  be  very  ^ .  25th. 
desirable  to  have  one  going  throughout  the  winter  that  could  be  noted  without  '^"^^  register, 
that  exposure  which  would  attend  one  away  from  the  ship,  I  brought  her  into 
play,  so  that  nothing  more  had  to  be  done,  after  the  affair  was  adjusted,  but 
the  person  on  watch  at  certain  periods  note  to  what  a  telltale  indicated.  I  had 
talked  with  Sir  Edward  Belcher  about  one,  and  got  some  good  hints,  besides 
seeing  the  machine  he  had  in  use  last  winter ;  but  merely  from  its  taking  time 
to  get  into  working  trim,  and  our  carpenter's  crew  consisting  only  of  a 
carpenter's  mate,  with  plenty  else  for  him  to  do,  I  adopted  the  most  simple 
plan,  and  from  what  I  saw  through  a  week's  trial  have  every  reason  to  think 
that  it  will  answer  the  purpose. 
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Descriptive  of  tide 
pole. 


Weather. 


November  and 
December. 


Gales. 


M'ifc-  in  IIk;  ice. 


Mure  in  llic  ic«. 


Win4»  nn6  wwiilnT. 
ttr. 


The  ship  was  Ijmg  in  6  fms.  at  low  water,  with  her  head  N.E,  by  E.  true, 
and  hard  frozen  in,  with  no  appearance  of  the  ice  again  moving.  A  little 
beyond  the  main  chains  on  either  side  small  anchors  were  dropped  through 
large  holes  in  the  ice,  having  a  three-inch  well-stretched  whale  line  bent  on  to 
each ;  thz  line  then  reeves  through  blocks  attached  to  outriggers  in  the  chains, 
so  as  to  have  the  weights  directly  plumb  to  the  main  rigging  nearly  to  the  futtock 
shrouds,  in  and  down  abaft  the  mainmast,  to  within  three  feet  of  tlie  deck, 
when  two  56  lb.  weights  were  hitched  on ;  these  weights  traverse  on  a  fixed 
iron  rod  abaft  the  mast,  and  a  graduated  board  so  placed  that  as  the  whole 
body  of  the  ice  and  ship  rises  and  falls,  the  telltale  fast  to  the  weights  gives 
the  number  of  inches  or  feet,  ebb  or  flow,  as  the  case  may  be,  in  certain 
portions  of  time.  The  greatest  difficulty  was  in  keeping  the  holes  in  the  ice 
clear.  Performed  three  or  four  times  a  day,  and  as  the  temperature  got  lower  it 
was  done  oftener.  That  the  rope  may  not  be  nipped,  a  pole  was  lashed  up  and 
down  so  that  its  ends  are  always  above  and  below  each  surface. 

Up  to  the  end  of  the  month  the  weather  was  fine,  with  little  or  no 
wind.  No  visible  movement  in  the  ice  has  anywhere  been  detected,  but 
many  pools  of  open  water,  and  apparently  disconnected  floes  (except  by  brash 
and  small  stuff),  were  seen,  so  that  no  attempt  could  be  made  to  cross  the 
Wellington  Channel. 

The  ice  appears  to  be  generally  small ;  none  of  that  heavy  hummocky  stuff 
like  last  year  visible  in  any  direction,  for  which  reason  I  think,  if  there  are  no 
more  moves,  and  plenty  of  snow  falling,  our  travelling  will  be  good  next  spring. 

The  temperature  for  the  month. 
Maximum  24 . 5  + .    Minimum  11.5.    Mean  6 . 92  . 

As  long  as  daylight  lasted,  and  weather  allowed  of  our  going  from  ^  the  ship, 
no  opportunity  was  lost  of  noting  particularly  the  movements  of  the  ice,  both 
in  Barrow's  Strait  and  Welhngton  Channel,  and  throughout  the  whole  time  I 
saw  no  chance  of  crossing  the  latter  channel  to  Cape  Hotham  without  running 
too  great  a  risk. 

The  last  view  we  got  of  the  ice  was  on  the  1st  of  December,  but  then  only 
for  a  short  distance,  say  two  or  three  miles.  Previous  to  this  there  was  very 
frequently  moves ;  but  the  ice  is  all  of  such  a  very  light  character,  and  clear 
of  large  hummocks,  that  we  could  get  no  conspicuous  part  or  piece  to  fix  on 
for  marks  to  ascertain  if  and  in  what  direction  it  drove  during  the  hours  of 
darkness. 

The  first  November  gale  came  on  on  the  morning  of  the  3d,  when  it  veered  to 
N.W.  by  N.,  and  blew  itself  out  twenty-four  hours  after.  This  I  expected  would 
cause  a  move  in  the  ice  ;  accordingly  I  went  first  to  Cape  Riley,  thence  about 
two  miles  along  the  coast  to  the  eastward ;  and  as  far  as  I  could  see  towards 
Lancaster  Sound  and  southward  there  was  only  occasionally  a  piece  of  hum- 
mocky ice  interspersed  over  a  large  surface  of  what  to  appearance  bid  fair  to 
be  a  beautiful  level  floe,  for,  with  the  exception  of  these  few  hummocky  pieces, 
all  in  those  directions  was  smooth  young  ice.  All  the  old  stufl'  appeared 
driven  to  the  westward,  apparently  not  passing  east  of  a  line  directly  south 
from  Erebus  Bay,  and  as  far  across  the  strait  as  I  could  see.  In  Wellington 
(Channel  very  little  move  was  detected. 

On  the  mornings  of  the  22d  and  29th  of  November  there  was  evidently  a 
niove  in  the  ice  somewhere,  for  wc  could  liear  distinctly  from  the  ship  a 
grinding  crushing  noise  apparently  as  if  jit  the  mouth  of  the  bay.  It  nuisthavc 
heen  tide  alone  that  caused  this  noise,  for  there  was  little  wind  either  time  to 
jifVect  the  ice.  On  the  first  occasion  it  was  at  the  last  quarter  ebb,  on 
(iccrcMsing  tides  ;  the  second,  the  last  of  the  flood  on  the  increasing  tides. 

The  weather  altogether,  throughout  both  November  and  December,  has  been 
fine,  ;ind  ;ill,hongh  the;  therniotnctcr  (sMnie)  has  shown  a  lower  tenqierature  than 
l;ist  year,  part  icularly  in  Novcndx'r,  wc  have  found  I  he  ship  more  cond'ortablc. 
'J'his  may  be  attributed  to  her  having  water  instead  of  ice  under  her. 

'Hie  winds  most  prevalent  have  been  Ix-lween  north  and  west,,  10  Iho 
Htrongest,  but  ne\cr  lasting  any  xcry  great  length  of  time.  A  few  strong 
brcezcH  from  houIIi  and  S.IO.  have  nlno  visited  ua,  but  not  such  a  continuation 
from  tiiCHC  (juartcrH  ut)  last  year.   In  fact,  its  o])posile  appears  to  liavc  takc;n  its 
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The  windH  most  prcvjilciit  liave  hccn  hcl.wccii  iiorlli  and  west,  10  tho 
HirotifijCHt,  hut  ii(  \cr  Insfin;^  luiy  very  ^m-cu1.  Jnifr|,li  of  time.  A  i'cw  strong 
hreozcH  from  houIIi  S.1'>.  have  nlso  viHiUid  ua,  hut  not  such  a  continuation 
from  these  iiuMilcrs  iiy  liist  ycur.    In  fiict  its  ()))j)Msitc  appears  to  have  taken  its 
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turn.  But  supposing  we  had  gone  home  we  might  have  stated  with  perfect 
truth  S.E.,  &c.  winds  were  the  prevaihng  ones. 

The  year  was  closed  with  a  very  high  temperature,  the  thermometer  at 
midnight  of  the  31st  being  up  to  19-5  +  ,  with  a  strong  E.S.E.  wind,  rising 
too  as  the  wind  increased  until  10  the  next  morning,  when  it  stood  at  25  +  , 
with  the  wind  7  in  strength.  Both  wind  and  thermometer  then  commenced 
falhng. 

Temperatures. 

November,  Maximum  8.0+  Minimum  38.0  Mean  16.53. 
December,         „       20.0+         „        43.0       „  24.91. 

W.  J.  S.  PuLLEN,  Commander, 

H.M.  Ship  "  North  Star." 


Commander  Pulien's  Journal,  "  North  Star,"  January  to  October 

1854. 

The  second  gale  in  January  commenced  on  the  4th  from  N.W.,  and  through-      January  i854. 
out  the  month  there  has  been  a  constant  succession  of  them,  and  fresh  breezes, 
which  has  made  it  a  most  bitter  cold  time.    In  one  gale,  8  in  strength,  the 
thermometer  was  down  to  42., — or  74.  below  the  freezing  point. 

Although  the  temperature  has  never  reached  so  low  as  it  did  last  year,  yet 
the  cold  has  been  most  keenly  felt,  and  from  the  mildness  of  the  two  last 
months  of  the  old  year  I  was  in  hopes  we  should  have  got  over  the  winter 
without  keeping  the  Sylvester  stove  going  all  night,  especially  as  our  coals 
are  very  low, — barely  enough  to  last  through  March.  But  it  would  not  do.  We 
held  on  as  long  as  possible ;  and  it  was  not  until  actually  driven  to  it  that  the 
fire  was  kept  up  all  night.  Still  it  makes  little  difference,  for  the  cold  has 
so  penetrated  everywhere  that  there  is  no  driving  it  out.  Drafts  from  every 
crevice  ;  ice  forming  where  it  never  did  before ;  and  I  hear  many  complaints  of 
how  cold  it  is.    Such  is  the  effect  of  wind  with  a  low  temperature. 

We  have  not  been  able  to  get  away  from  the  ship  to  walk,  for  a  long  time, 
sometimes  outside ;  and  the  daylight,  too,  seems  not  so  strong  as  it  was  last 
year,  through  any  part  of  time  since  it  fairly  commenced.  Last  year  I  was  at 
Cape  Riley  on  the  15th  of  January,  and  from  the  24th  we  were  digging  over 
the  already  searched  places  on  the  island.  This  year  we  could  no  more  attempt 
it  than  we  could  fly. 

Temperature  of  the  Month. 
Maximum  25.  + .   Minimum  49  .  5—.  Mean  32  .  36 — 

February  came  in  blowing,  and  continued  until  the  afternoon  of  the  4th,     February  1354. 
when  the  wind  hauling  round  to  S.E.  soon  ef?ected  a  change,  but  the  ther- 
mometer still  keeps  low. 

On  the  6th  we  got  sight  of  the  sun  just  above  the  horizon  from  the  floe.  Sun  seen. 
Parties  had  been  to  the  summit  of  the  island  ornce  or  twice  previously,  but  in 
consequence  of  the  thick  weather  they  had  the  walk  only  for  their  pains. 

On  the  14th,  the  thermometer  getting  up  a  little,  the  Sylvester  stove  was  Night  fires  discon- 
discontinued  through  the  night,  yet  in  the  latter  part  of  the  month  it  was  very  tmued. 
cold,  the  wind  penetrating  everywhere.    In  fact  I  have  felt  the  last  gale  more 
than  I  like  to  acknowledge,  and  the  ship  was  colder  than  ever  I  have  known 
her  before.    Happily  the  gale  did  not  last  long. 

On  the  6th  I  walked  to  Cape  Riley,  seizing  the  opportunity  of  a  beautiful 
day,  and  no  wind ;  when,  although  the  temperature  may  be  so  low,  still  the  cold 
is  never  so  keenly  felt  as  when  with  wind  at  a  much  higher  temperature.  At 
this  time  the  thermometer  was  47. — ,or  79-  below  freezing  point,  yet  it  was  no 
drawback  to  a  thorough  enjoyment  of  the  walk,  after  being  so  long  confined  to 
the  regular  quarter  deck  pace  alongside.    This  visit  was  chiefly  to  see  how         ice  in  Barrow 
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far  tlie  ice  had  changed  in  appearance,  &c.  since  last  November  in  Barrow 
Straits ;  but,  from  the  shortness  of  the  daylight,  I  could  not  get  beyond  the 
point,  and  the  distance  I  could  see,  for  want  of  good  light,  was  so  short  that  I 
could  xiot  form  a  very  good  idea  of  it.  However,  on  the  22d  I  was  again  in  the 
same  direction,  and  able  to  extend  my  walk  to  that  point  east  of  Cape  Riley 
from  which  I  had  seen  so  much  smooth  level  floe  in  November.  It  was  very 
different  now ;  all  broken,  and  piled  in  hummocks  similar  to  that  part  of  the 
strait  further  westward,  either  driven  from  these,  or  caused  by  the  pressure. 
All  along  the  shore  too  there  is  a  visible  change. 

Arrangements  for  Evcry  preparation  has  been  going  on  of  late  to  get  the  parties  ready  for  the 
trayeiiing.  travelling,  so  that  all  might  go  off  with  me  at  the  earliest  opportunity.    All  was 

ready  by  the  25th,  and  four  sledges  loaded  up  ;  three  with  at  least  forty  days 
provision  ;  two  carrying,  besides,  1 00  rations  each  for  depot ;  the  4th  the  provision- 
ing one,  carrying  200  rations,  with  only  twenty  days'  provision  for  her  crew,  but 
to  return  to  the  ship  for  more  after  leaving  her  load  at  Assistance  Harbour.  The 
two  sledges  with  100  rations  each  would  accompany  me  westward  ;  one  as  far  as 
Allison's  Creek,  and  the  other  Cape  Capel ;  make  their  caches,  then  return 
towards  the  ship  ;  when,  on  meeting  No.  4.  sledge,  relieve  it  of  the  additional 
supply,  which  was  to  be  deposited  in  equal  portions  at  Cape  Rosse  and  As- 
sistance Bay.  By  this  means  I  expected  to  get  over  at  least  700  rations,  and 
establish  a  chain  of  depots  for  any  parties  coming  from  the  westward.  Any 
further  supply  would,  be  completed  by  Captain  Richards,  who  was  coming  to 
"  North  Star  "  with  a  large  party. 

On  the  afternoon  of  this  same  day  (25th)  a  gale  came  on  from  north  and 
N.N.W.,  and  lasted  until  Sunday  evening,  when  it  broke.  Monday  the  27th 
coming  in  fine,  and  the  temperature  getting  up  to  18.,  I  was  in  hopes  the  wea- 
ther would  continue  fine,  and  we  might  get  away  on  the  day  I  had  fixed  on, 
viz.,  the  27th ;  but  the  wind  in  the  afternoon  began  to  puff  up,  and  the  snow 
drift  was  thickening.  At  3  o'clock  it  was  6  in  strength  ;  when  I  determined 
to  wait  for  a  more  settled  change  both  of  winds  and  weather,  and  temperature 
Arrivals.  g^^.         Fortunately  I  had  so  decided,  for  at  a  quarter  after  4h.,  much  to  my 

astonishment,  who  should  arrive  but  Commander  Richards,  just  in  time  too,  for 
the  wind  was  steadily  increasing,  and  at  midnight  it  was  blowing  a  gale.  He 
had  left  his  sledge  off  Point  Innes,  coming  on  in  advance  for  assistance ;  but  in 
consequence  of  the  weather  no  one  could  go  out  until  the  afternoon  of  the  next 
day,  when  the  gale  abated.  Soon  after  this  relief  had  started,  the  sledge 
crews  arrived  without  their  gear,  having  left  all  about  Point  Innes,  for  the  wea- 
ther was  rather  too  severe  to  remain  out  when  so  near.  They  had  passed  the 
relief  without  seeing  them,  in  consequence  of  the  dense  drift;  and  they  too  returned 
in  the  evening,  not  able  to  find  the  sledge.  A  party  was  therefore  sent  out 
directly  it  was  clear,  and  brought  all  in  safely. 

On  the  4th  of  March  Lieutenant  May  arrived  with  a  second  party  ;  and  I 
considered  that  from  the  state  in  which  some  of  these  men  came  in  that  it  was 
rather  too  early  to  commence  the  travelling,  particularly  for  extended  parties. 
One  of  Mr.  May's  men  was  in  a  worse  condition  than  any  of  Captain  Richards's, 
although  he  had  more  moderate;  weather.  At  all  events  it  was  most  fortunate  I 
did  not  get  away,  for  it  would  have  been  worse  for  us,  as  we  should  have  had 
the  wind  abeam  ;  whereas  they  had  the  wind  aft,  and  a  certain  refuge  to  come  to. 
I  think  we  must  have  come  l)ack. 

Captain  Richards  brought  for  mo  fresh  instructions  from  Sir  E.  Belcher, 
countcrniiuxliiig  those  given  last  October,  and  dircciing  me  on  a  different 
route.  Alterations  in  my  arrangcnuMits  Averc  lh(M-efore  obhged  to  be  made.  Pro- 
visions, &c.  got  off  from  the  liouse,  to  KU[)ply  Captain  Richards's  party;  and  all 
was  bustle  and  activity. 

In  this  nionth  two  foxes  were  caught ;  one  in  a,  trap,  (he  other  on  the  upper 
deck  by  one  of  the  dogs.  Tlu'y  ha  ve  been  very  scarce  this  season  ;  for  the  last, 
:il  Ihis  date,  we  had  more  than  doubled  numl)er.  Our  game  lists  arc 
ind(  (  (l  v(;ry  low  at  eitlu^r  lime  ;  certainly  not  sullicirnt  to  say  thnt  this  place  is 
teeming  with  animal  life. 


A  TRACING 

OF  THE  COAST  L I N E  0 F  PA R TS  OF 


AND  NORTH  SOMERSET, 

SBEWING  THK  ROUTE  OF  COMMANDEIi  IHIUEN 

WITH  A  SLEDGE  PARTY, 


IN    EREBUS  BAY, 

curos.'i 

THENCE  BACK  TO  THE  SHIP,  IN  MARCH  AND  APR1L,I854-. 

DistanxiAu  bravdlul  190  Mites . 


797 

Game  List,  &C.  February  1854. 


Animals, 
Birds,  &c. 

Seen. 

KiUed. 

Remarks,  &c. 

Bears  - 
Dovekies 

Ptarmigan  - 

Foxes 

3  in  number 
Not  known  - 

12  in  number 

27  in  number 

None  - 
600  - 

7  in  number 

26  in  number 

On  the  eastern  side  of  Erebus  Bay  in  August  1852. 
Between  the  time  of  arrival  in  August  1852  and 

latter  end  of  September  1852. 
In  September  and  October  1852.    One  caught  by  a 

dog  in  December  1852,  and  one  seen  in  July  1853. 
Caught  in  traps  between  November  1852  and  February 

1853. 

Ax:cnunt  up  to  the  end  of  March  1853. 

Bears  - 
Dovekies 
Hares 

Ptarmigan  - 
Geese 
Ducks 
Foxes  - 

5  in  number 
Not  known  - 
13  in  number 
Not  known  - 

Do. 

Do. 
11  in  number 

3  in  number 
4 10  in  number 

13  in  number 
6  killed 

4  killed  - 
28  killed  - 
1 1  in  number 

Shot  in  May  1853  in  Erebus  Bay. 

Shot  between  June  and  September  1853. 

1  Shot  in  the  latter  part  of  1853. 

j-  Shot  between  June  and  September  1853. 

Caught  in  traps  between  November  1853  and  Fe- 
bruary 1854,  except  one  caught  by  a  dog  on  upper 
deck. 

Average  weight  of  a  dovekie  is  10  oz.,  ptarmigan  l^lb.,  geese  4^,  ducks  3^.^ 
fox  61bs. 

In  this  list  I  do  not  include  what  was  seen  by  the  travelling  parties.  Even  that 
will  not  increase  them  greatly.  In  all  my  journeys  up  to  this  very  time  I  have 
only  seen  4  bears,  6  walrus,  5  hares,  about  20  seals,  and  about  5  narwhal 
in  the  Wellington  Channel.  Dovekies  and  ducks,  and  a  few  brent  geese  I  saw 
there  in  July  and  August  1852,  were  rather  a  difficult  matter  to  count,  but  so 
wild  that  we  could  not  spare  time  to  get  at  them.  At  all  events  50  dovekies 
and  a  brent  goose  has  been  the  outside  of  what  has  there  been  shot.  Since 
coming  through  Melville  Bay  I  have  seen  neither  loom  nor  auk.  Gulls  plen- 
tifully about  the  cliffs  of  Beechey  Island,  also  molymoks  ;  tern  no  particular 
locality ;  but  few  kittawekes  ;  a  rookery  in  the  cliffs  of  Cape  Washington,  Baillie 
Hamilton  Island. 

In  August  1852,  on  our  first  arrival  here,  white  whales  were  plentiful.  In 
1853  we  saw  none.  Seals  also  were  numerous  in  1852,  just  when  the  ice  was 
breaking  out  of  the  bay,  in  the  latter  end  of  August ;  also  in  Maxwell  Bay. 

Temperature  for  the  month. 
Maximum  14.  0 — .    Minimum  50. —    Mean  34.  33. — . 


Journey  to  Port  Leopold  vi^  Capes  Hotham  and  Rennell. 

On  Monday  the  13th  of  March  all  were  ready  again  for  proceeding;  but  the      March  i854. 
temperature  still  kept  down  ;  only  occasionally  rising  together  with  the  wind  ;  so 
that  it  was  not  until  the  morning  of  the  l6th  that  we  could  get  away.  The 
weather  was  fine,  and  we  mustered  rather  a  large  party,  seven  sledges  in  all,  Commence  journey, 
four  from  "  Assistance,"  and  three  from  the  "  North  Star." 

Our  route  lay  along  the  southern  shores  of  Beechey  Island,  close  in  to  the 
cliffs,  until  we  got  to  the  S.W.  point.  Here,  ascending  the  steep  way  to  the 
summit,  and  getting  well  up,  we  saw  that  from  this  point  was  about  the  best 
lead,  and  less  obstructed  by  hummocks  to  strike  off  to  the  floe  ice,  but  rather 
in  a  devious  direction  from  the  direct  course  to  Cape  Hotham.  We  had  no 
choice,  and  soon  found  that  bad  was  the  best,  for  we  had  not  got  among  the 
hummocks  long  before  one  of  the  "  Assistance's  "  sledges  broke  down.  The 
carpenters,  however,  soon  put  it  to  rights,  and  before  we  had  finished  lunch  we 
were  all  ready  to  proceed. 

As  we  got  on,  our  prospects  certainly  did  not  improve,  the  road  getting  worse  Bad  route, 
and  worse,  so  that  we  were  obliged  to  keep  men  ahead  clearing,  and  take  each 
sledge  on  with  a  double  crew.    At  length  my  sledge  broke  down,  and  I  hardly 
got  back  to  it,  being  ahead  at  the  time,  when  another  of  the  '  ■  North  Star's  "  was  sied^-es  break  do«™ 

ly,  5 1 
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March  1854. 


Eeturn  to  ship. 


Sledges  repaired,  and 
proceed. 


Bear  killed. 


19th. 
Ther.  8  a.m.  26.-. 


Ther.  7  p.m.  29.- 
20th. 


Meetings. 
liitcUigencc. 


New  arran({crnfiii 


reported  as  broken.  Both  were  completely  unloaded,  and  on  examining  into 
the  defects  found  they  would  be  more  effectually  repaired  on  board  tlie  ship 
than  by  the  carpenters  working  in  such  an  exposed  locality  and  at  such  a  low 
temperature  ;  and  as  the  ship  was  not  far  off*  1  turned  back,  Captain  Richards  in 
the  meantime  going  on  with  all  his  party.  Mr.  Shellabear,  2d  master,  and  in 
command  of  the  second  broken  sledge,  accompanied  me,  leaving  the  equipment, 
tents,  &c.,  and  four  men,  to  await  our  return. 

About  3  h.  30  m.,  we  reached  the  ship,  and  commenced  the  repairs  at  once;  when 
at  4  h.  30  m.  Mr.  Jenkins  (mate)  came  back  with  his  sledge  in  a  worse  condition 
than  either  of  the  two  former  ones,  reporting  that  two  of  "  Assistance's  "  had 
met  a  similar  fate  ;  but  having  so  many  carpenters  they  were  able  to  repair  them. 
All  ours  were  taken  in  hand,  and  one  so  far  completed  next  morning  that  about 
8  h.  30  m.  it  was  sent  off  in  charge  of  Mr.  Shellabear.  The  two  others  were 
finished,  and  on  Saturday  the  18th  I  was  enabled  to  proceed  again. 

On  my  way  to  the  tents  I  met  some  of  the  men  coming  in  with  a  bear  they 
had  killed,  and  which  had  very  unceremoniously  turned  them  out  of  one  before 
he  was  shot.    It  is  about  the  largest  I  have  seen. 

I  had  now  reduced  the  loads  on  each  sledge ;  in  fact  it  was  a  case  of  necessity, 
for  really  they  were  so  weighted,  averaging  no  less  than  260  lbs.  the  man,  that  I 
hardly  expected  we  should  get  along  without  more  accidents,  for  the  route 
before  us  did  not  look  promising.  It  was  fortunate  that  our  mishaps  commenced 
so  soon  and  near  to  the  ship. 

After  having  loaded  up  we  proceeded,  and  by  2  o'clock  the  hummocks  were 
decidely  decreasing,  and  a  better  prospect  was  opening  out  before  us,  but  from 
such  heavy  weights  our  progress  was  slow.  In  the  afternoon,  too,  the  wind 
began  to  breeze  up  from  N.N.W.,  and  temperature  falling,  soon  showing  its 
effect  on  the  men's  faces,  they  getting  severely  frost  bitten ;  when  at  4  h,  I  was 
obliged  to  stop,  just  after  passing  Captain  Richard's  camping  place  of  the  night 
previous.  At  5  h.  the  wind  was  blowing  a  fresh  gale  from  N.N.W.,  with  the 
thermometer  down  to  23.5 — . 

The  next  day  the  wind  was  still  fresh,  but  not  being  directly  in  our  faces  we 
managed  to  move  in  the  required  direction  until  about  noon,  when,  with  an 
increase  of  wind,  the  drift  had  become  so  thick  that  it  was  quite  impossible  to 
see  even  a  very  short  way  in  advance  ;  we  were  therefore  obliged  to  seek  our 
only  shelter  in  the  tents.  They  were  soon  up,  end  on  to  the  wind,  but  a  frail  pro- 
tection from  such  biting  blasts,  and  now  there  were  no  hummocks  to  get  under 
the  lee  of ;  they  w^ere  few  and  far  between. 

On  the  next  day  we  could  not  move,  and  the  thermometer  was  still  falling. 
Mr.  Jenkins  had  pitched  his  tent  a  short  way  from  mine,  and  on  visiting  them 
in  the  morning  I  learnt  that  some  of  the  men  had  been  frost  bitten  during  the 
night  while  in  their  bags.  They  were  fortunately  recovered  in  time,  and  no 
bad  symptoms  resulted,  and  the  gale  abating,  on  the  21st  we  resumed  our 
journeying. 

It  was  not  until  the  afternoon  of  the  25th  that  we  got  to  Cape  Hotham,  for 
winds  had  again  detained  us,  making  a  loss  of  nearly  three  days  in  the  short 
distance  of  30  miles,  and  with  the  thermometer  at  so  low  a  temperature  the  cold 
was  severely  felt.  Many  among  the  party  could  neither  cat  nor  sleep,  and  the 
effect  was  beginning  to  tell  on  them. 

Off"  (  "ape  Jlotliam  I  found  Mr.  Shellabear  waiting  my  arrival,  and  in  the 
evening  l^ieutcnaiit  (Jheync  encamped  with  us,  on  his  return  to  the  "  North 
Star"  from  Assistance  Bay,  with  disabled  men,  &c.  Crossing  Wellington 
ClijiMMcl,  I  liad  met  Mr.  ('oiirt,  acting  master  of  "Investigator,"  on  his  way  to 
]}e(;ciK'y  Ishuid.  lie  was  from  the  "  Resohite,"  she  having  left  Melville  Island 
last  Autunm  with  her  tender  "  Intrepid,"  and  on  her  way  eastward  was  detained 
by  ice,  now  Hist,  al)oiit  IH  miles  S.W.  of  i  li\\)v  (yockbnrn.  All  the  remaining  crew 
oi  t  hc,  "  liivcstigii1-or  "  M'ere  on  hoiud  i\\v  "  Resohile."  They  had  deserted  iJieir 
ship  in  lh(^  suminer  of  lH5.'i. 

l''i()iM  Mr.  ('heyn(!  I  leiunt  ihiit  ( 'oninumdcr  Hichnrds  luid  niivde  an  ahi'ralion 
in  the  iirrangenicnts  we  hjid  set  forlJi  with,  nnd  insl-e.'id  of  extencHng  (he  (lej)6ts 
to  (/ttpe  (Joekhurn,  h-ave  mII  |)r()visi()ns  at  Assistance  Hay.  Lieutenant  May 
and  Mr.  Ilcrhcrl,  males,  were  dcspntchcd  lo  the  S.W.;  the  foi'mer  to  (-ape 
Walker,  the.  latter  to  ( !;ipe.  Hinniy ;  nnd  as  Mr.  SliellMj)eiir,  now  with  me,  was  also 
to  (lepoHit  WiH  cxtr.i  provisions  at  the  l.itter  place,  1  (herefore  decided  at  once 
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on  making  a  direct  course  to  Cape  Rennell,  which  would  be  in  accordance  with      March  1354. 
my  last  orders  from  Sir  Edward  Belcher. 

Two  of  the  crew  of  my  sledges  also  suffering  from  the  severity  of  the  weather,  Send  one  siodge  back 
I  directed  Mr.  J enkins  to  return  with  all  speed  to  the  ship  with  the  disabled 
men,  depositing  the  provisions  he  was  charged  with  by  those  left  by  Captain 
Kellet  at  Cape  Hotham. 

This  was  the  first  time  in  all  my  Arctic  travelling  that  I  have  ever  had  occa- 
sion to  send  men  back,  and  can  truly  say  that  so  far  it  had  been  the  most  severe 
time  I  ever  experienced.  I  hardly  thought  that  those  men  remaining  untouched 
could  hold  up  much  longer,  unless  a  change  in  weather  speedily  came  on.  It 
was  only  by  continual  and  cautious  close  watching  that  I  got  so  far  so  well,  for 
on  the  very  evening  of  the  first  day  I  left  the  ship,  in  the  first  breeze,  so  many 
of  them  got  frost  bitten  that  I  had  thoughts  of  returning  altogether,  and  await  a 
more  seasonable  time.  One  man's  face  in  particular  I  saw  just  in  time  to  remind 
him  that  rubbing  was  required,  for  a  broad  white  strip  passed  over  the  nose, 
covering  the  whole,  and  cheeks,  and,  strange,  he  did  not  know  it  until  I  told  him. 
It  was  indeed  a  time  for  keeping  a  sharp  look-out. 

On  the  morning  of  the  26th,  after  all  arrangements  had  been  completed,  Move  on. 
exchanging  men,  &c.,  we  commenced  our  separate  marches;  but  still  the  bitterly 
northerly  wind  prevented  again  our  getting  far,  the  drift  at  noon  being  so  dense 
that  we  were  constrained  to  pitch  the  tent.  Fortunately  it  lulled  at  2  o'clock, 
and  we  could  proceed,  Mr.  Shellabear  bearing  off  to  the  S.W.  for  Cape  Bunny, 
whilst  I  made  as  direct  a  course  as  possible  for  Cape  Rennell.  Mr.  Jenkins  had 
parted  early  in  the  morning. 

The  travelling  was  getting  very  good,  apparently  on  young  ice,  with  occa-  Reach  North  Somer- 
sional  belts  of  hummocks ;  when  on  the  afternoon  of  the  31st,  after  one  complete 
day's  detention  by  a  gale,  we  got  into  the  land  of  North  Somerset.  Although 
the  weather  was  fine,  there  was  a  haze  about  the  land,  obscuring  it,  so  that  I 
afterwards  found  I  had  deposited  the  notice  for  Cape  Rennell  rather  to  the  east- 
ward, yet  on  a  conspicuous  point,  leaving  a  flag  stuck  in  to  the  cairn.  To  get 
to  this  point  and  into  the  land  we  had  much  difficulty ;  in  fact  we  only  accom- 
plished it  by  taking  half  our  lading  at  a  time  over  the  hummocks. 

Our  course  was  now  for  Port  Leopold,  and,  although  occasionally  favoured  by 
fair  winds,  our  progress  was  not  so  rapid,  for  the  ice  was  broken  up  the  greatest 
part  of  the  way.  Sickness  too  was  another  cause  of  detention,  for  at  noon  of 
the  5th,  after  having  travelled  the  first  half  of  the  day  in  extreme  pain  from 
rheumatism,  I  got  so  bad  that  I  was  obliged  to  stop  the  sledge,  pitch  the  tent, 
and  get  into  my  blanket  bag  as  fast  as  possible,  and  not  more  than  half  a  day's 
journey  from  our  destination.  One  of  the  men  too  was  also  unwell,  but  happily 
the  next  morning  both  had  so  far  recovered  as  to  be  able  to  proceed,  and 
at  11  h.  30  m.  on  the  morning  of  the  6th  arrived  at  Whaler  Point,  Port  Arrive  at  Port  Leo- 
Leopold.  ^° 

We  pitched  the  tent  in  one  corner  of  what  was  remaining  of  the  frame  of  state  of  provisions, 
the  house,  and  by  nailing  up  a  few  pieces  of  the  housing  lying  about  we  got 
shelter  from  the  northerly  winds,  which  blew  almost  continually  while  we 
remained.  Conceiving  it  most  desirable  to  examine  into  the  state  of  the 
provisions  left  by  Sir  James  Ross,  I  forthwith  commenced  to  dig  them  out  of 
the  snow  ;  rather  an  undertaking,  for  we  had  only  the  one  shovel,  not  finding,  as 
I  expected,  a  single  instrument  of  the  sort  among  all  the  stores  there  deposited. 
However,  by  noon  of  the  8th  we  had  uncovered  nearly  every  article,  and 
opened  many  casks  for  examination,  when  much  of  the  provision  I  saw  was 
getting  unfit  for  use.  The  brine  in  the  saltmeat  casks  was  in  hard  and  solid 
masses,  the  meat  quite  rusty  and  yellow,  and  one  piece  I  boiled  was  hardly 
eatable.  One  cask  of  bread  opened  was  damp  and  mildewed,  and  some  of  the 
best  we  took  to  bring  us  back  was,  on  soaking,  tough  and  leathery.  Tea,  pease, 
and  barley,  suet  and  chocolate,  good.  Vinegar,  sugar,  and  flour  I  did  not  open, 
as  it  is  hardly  possible  that  the  latter  could  have  suffered,  packed  in  such  good 
casks;  and,  j udging  by  finding  the  remaining  sugar  so  good  under  the  upper 
surface  in  the  cask  Mr.  Kennedy  speaks  of  as  having  been  broken  into  by 
bears,  all  that  unopened  cannot  possibly  have  deteriorated.  Cranberries, 
pickles,  and  limejuice  casks  open,  and  their  contents  lying  about  in  all  direc- 
tions ;  whether  by  the  frost  or  other  agency.   The  bungs  and  spiles  were  out, 
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April  1854.  and  much  of  the  contents  lying  about  quite  useless.  One  cask,  marked  blanket 
bags,  on  turning  over  was  found  to  contain  nothing  more  than  old  newspapers  ; 
and  counting  over  the  number  of  casks  I  could  find,  they  amounted  to  282, 
ten  of  which  were  empty  ;  just  22  short  of  what  Sir  J.  Ross's  list  gave. 

Only  the  skeleton  of  the  frame  of  a  house  standing,  with  not  a  particle  of 
the  covering  up,  and  what  little  we  found  remaining,  which  was  dug  out  of  the 
accumulated  snow,  was  in  narrow  strips,  hardly  sufficient  to  give  us  good 
shelter. 

The  coals  were  buried  under  the  snow ;  the  coke  in  bags,  and,  as  far  as  T 
could  judge,  short  as  to  weight.  Some  of  it  I  made  use  of  for  the  purpose  of 
thawing  and  drying  our  blanket  bags,  for  they  were  more  like  deal  boards  than 
anything  I  can  compare  them  to  on  our  arrival ;  and  I  think  the  being  able  to 
get  good  fires  the  means  of  averting  much  sickness  among  us,  for  all  our 
sleeping  gear  was  in  such  a  state  from  the  severe  weather  we  hitherto  had, 
that  it  was  a  most  difficult  job  to  make  use  of,  the  bag  in  particular.  All  were 
beginning  to  feel  the  effects  of  so  much  dampness,  increased  again  by  the 
disposing  at  night  about  your  person,  for  the  purpose  of  thawing  and  drying, 
your  socks  or  foot  wrappers,  moccasins,  and  shawls.  It  was  a  continued  chilly 
bath,  and  while  the  severe  cold  lasted  not  one  got  much  sleep. 

The  preserved  meats  were  all  Mr.  Goldner's  supply,  and  I  must  do  him  the 
justice  by  saying  that  out  of  the  12  or  14  cases  I  opened  for  use  only  one  was 
bad ;  they  all,  however,  seemed  short  of  weight ;  and  the  carrots,  although 
looking  good,  were  sodden  with  water. 

The  boat  appears  to  be  in  rather  a  precarious  position  ;  rather  too  close  to 
the  point  on  which  there  has  been  forced  a  quantity  of  ice ;  and  one  piece,  30 
or  40  feet  in  height,  looked  as  if  it  would  almost  fall  into  her.  I  think  it  not 
imlikely  that  the  point  may  have  given  way  considerably. 

The  steam  engine  is  close  to  the  boat,  and  apparently  uninjured. 
Open  water  seen  from  The  opcu  Water  in  Regent's  Inlet  was  seen  directly  on  my  arrival  at  Whaler 
Whaler  Point.  Point ;  but,  Considering  it  such  an  unlikely  thing,  so  early  in  the  season,  I  did 
not  give  it  much  attention  at  the  time,  thinking  that  it  was  merely  a  shingle 
spit  lightly  covered  with  drift  snow.  While  we  were  employed  turning  out 
the  casks,  something  drew  my  attention  to  it,  and  thinking  it  bore  a  strange 
appearance  for  land,  I  could  not  keep  my  eyes  off  it,  and  from  its  being  quite 
calm  there  was  not  a  ripple  to  be  detected,  nothing  but  a  dark  dull  leaden 
colour,  and  as  if  lightly  dusted  with  white  powder.  One  of  the  men  suddenly 
looked  up  from  his  work,  and  saw  a  bear  watching  us.  We  gave  chace,  when 
bruin  made  for  this  dark  surface,  and  got  away  from  us  among  hummocks  ;  but 
I  saw  that  this  could  not  possiblj^  be  land,  also  extending  for  a  greater 
distance  than  any  could  possibly  be  in  the  direction.  To  fully  satisfy  myself, 
I  walked  towards  it  with  a  few  stones,  which,  on  throwing  on  it,  satisfactorily 
revealed  that  it  was  not  other  than  water  covered  with  a  very  thin  sheeting  of 
ice,  not  too  thick,  however,  to  prevent  a  seal  popping  his  head  up,  and  swimming 
about  freely,  and  staring  at  me  with  quite  as  much  astonishment  as  I  did,  at 
such  a  refreshing  sight,  at  so  early  a  season  of  the  year. 
■^Viuds,  &c.  ^[j,.^>(3  days  of  my  stay  here  it  occasionally  blew  fresh  from 

N.W.  and  north,  and  the  open  water  was  always  visible,  but  not  to  its  full 
extent,  for  a  dense  vapour  (barber)  was  lying  over  it.  However,  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  day  I  left,  the  fog  had  so  thiimed  and  raised  that  I  could  see  quite 
a  clear  sea  all  between  cast  and  south  for  a  distance  of  from  4  to  5  miles. 
One  of  the  great  northern  divers  was  also  scon  in  full  flight  to  the  south, 
passing  over  the  water  just  outside;  the  line  of  the  ice  forming  a  narrow  strip 
l)etween  it  and  the  laiui  soiitlierly,  and  so  close  did  the  water  appear  to  come 
into  the  land  north  of  Whaler  Point  that  I  hardly  think  wc  could  have  got 
round  (Uipv.  (Jlai'en(;e  convcnit'utly  with  the  sledge. 

'J'lie  (lug  staff  was  standing  all  fast,  and  to  it  was  lashed  the  tin  cylinder 
containing  the  notices  le(l  by  the  Hcvcrai  |)artieH  who  had  visited  the  ])lace.  It 
took  luc  nearly  all  tin-  tinii;  I  was  there  to  copy  them.  I'ast  writing  in  such 
cold  w(;athcr  ih  cfi'taiidy  no  easy  task.  The  stialed  ])acket  1  was  charged  with 
was  ii\h()  placed  in  the  cyliiid(;r,  with  a  (lag  left  Hying  on  the  staff. 

y\  inoiig  ot  her  lew  tlungs  I  could  not,  lind  was  tallow,  which  the  lists  notify 
UH  iiaving  been  left     J'lvery  search  was  made;  without  success,  for  the  stock  we 
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started  with  was  nearly  gone,  so  great  had  been  the  expenditure  caused  hj  Aprin854. 
the  strong  winds  so  frequently  experienced.    Fortunately,  a  cask  containing 
a  small  portion  of  oil  was  there,  which  gave  us  sufficient  to  bring  us  back  to 
the  ship. 

We  commenced  the  return  march  on  Monday  the  1 0th,  passing  through  the  Commence  return, 
harbour,  and  over  the  narrow  strip  of  land  at  its  head.    The  weather  was  fine, 
with  a  light  northerly  air,  and  our  progress  throughout  the  day  was  good.  A 
gale  from  N.N.W.  stopped  us  the  greatest  part  of  the  next  day,  and  it  was 
not  until  nearly  noon  of  the  12th  that  we  reached  the  cache  of  provisions  at 
Cape  M'Clintock.     Here  I  found  that  I  could  go  no  further,  for  I  was  agam  stopped  by  illness  and 
attacked  with  the  rheumatism,  and  it  became  so  bad,  particularly  in  my  chest,  S^ie. 
that  the  least  move  would  so  affect  my  breathing  that  I  was  obliged  to  get 
into  my  blanket  bag  at  once.    This  was  the  more  annoying  as  a  fair  wind  was 
coming  on  at  the  time. 

This  was  the  second  time  I  had  been  so  attacked,  and  it  became  a  matter  of 
discussion  among  the  men  of  how  I  was  to  get  back.  They  at  last  considered 
that  they  could  drag  the  sledge  very  well  with  me  on  it,  as  it  was  becoming 
light.  It  was  proposed  to  me  ;  but  preferring  to  depend  on  my  own  legs,  they 
could  only  hope  that  by  the  next  morning  I  should  be  better,  and  able  to 
get' on. 

It  was  a  disappointment,  certainly,  losing  a  fair  wind ;  but  I  felt  the  pain 
coming  on  in  the  morning  at  starting,  and  thinking  it  would  wear  off,  did  not 
heed  it  until  obliged.  However,  I  gave  up  all  thoughts  of  going  further  west, 
which  I  had  some  idea  of  doing  on  leaving  Port  Leopold.  In  the  evening  a 
gale  sprung  up  from  south,  and  continuing  all  the  next  day,  that  by  the  morning 
of  the  14th,  on  its  completely  falling,  I  had  so  far  recovered  that  I  was  fully 
able  to  proceed. 

We  immediately  bore  off  from  the  land,  making  as  direct  a  course  as  possible 
for  Cape  Riley ;  when,  just  clearing  the  first  or  inshore  belt  of  hummocks, 
another  gale  came  on  from  west,  causing  us  a  detention  of  another  half  day. 
Proceeding  when  it  moderated,  on  the  evening  of  the  17th  we  reached  the  Reacii  the  ship, 
ship  in  Erebus  Bay,  decidedly  none  the  better  for  my  trip,  for  I  was  obliged  to 
go  to  my  bed,  nearly  snow  blind,  and  so  reduced  in  flesh  that  on  getting  weighed 
a  day  or  two  after  found  that  in  the  short  space  of  forty  days  I  had  lost  no  less 
than  16  lbs  weight.  It  has  been  without  exception  the  hardest  and  most  severe 
time  I  have  experienced  in  Arctic  travelling. 

It  has  been  a  very  different  spring  from  the  last,  for  then  our  travelling  was 
comfortable,  this  the  reverse  ;  in  fact ;  I  think  no  parties  ought  to  be  out  before 
April.  We  might  have  done  all  our  work  in  much  less  time,  for  the  constant 
detention  from  weather  was  terribly  against  us. 

From  the  state  of  the  ice,  as  far  as  I  can  judge,  and  the  quantity  of  open  Concluding  remark, 
water  seen  at  Port  Leopold,  there  is  a  fair  prospect  of  an  early  opening.  To 
the  south  and  west,  after  getting  clear  of  the  hummocks  generally  belting  the 
shores,  both  crossing  Wellington  Channel  and  Barrow's  Strait,  the  ice  was  found 
apparently  to  be  young,  and  travelhng  good.  Getting  into  the  shores  of  North 
Somerset,  east  of  Cape  Rennell,  we  had  some  trouble ;  only  able  to  take  half  a 
load  at  a  time  ;  and  across  from  Port  Leopold  to  Erebus  Bay  was  rather  hum- 
mocky,  interspersed  here  and  there  with  patches  of  smooth  floe.  I  saw  alto- 
gether throughout  the  journey  but  little  old  ice,  and  chiefly  on  the  shores  of 
North  Somerset ;  and  the  hummocks  in  the  channel  were  chiefly  composed  of 
young  ice,  crushed  and  piled  up  by  pressure,  with  a  great  deal  of  soft  snow 
among  it,  making  the  journeying  most  fatiguing.  Fortunately,  our  sledge  re- 
turning was  very  light.  However,  I  think  this  soft  snow  is  favourable  to  an 
early  break  up. 
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April  1854.         Temperatures  taken  on  the  journey  to  and  from  Port  Leopold  between  the 

18th  of  March  and  17th  April  1854. 


Temperature 

Date. 

generally  at 

Eemarks,  &c. 

8  A.M.  and  7  r.M. 

]8th  March  1854 

23. 

5- 

Wind  fresh  irom  N. W .  at  night. 

19th 

i> 

26 

0- 

29 

5 

At  5p.m.  gale  came  on  irom  JN.JN.W.  ;  much  dnit. 

20  th 

55 

31 

0 

32 

0 

Gale  and  heavy  drift ;  wind  N.W.  ;  stopped  all  day. 

21st 

5J 

28 

0 

30 

0 

Wind  moderate  from  N.W. 

22d 

5J 

30 

0 

31 

5 

i?  ine  ;  winci  i> .  vv . 

23d 

» 

29 

0 

28 

0 

Strong  wind  ;  much  drift ;  stopped  all  day. 

24th 

29 

0 

24 

0 

Strong  wind,  N.N.W. ;  no  moving  until  11  A.M.,  when  the 
wind  lulled,  and  we  were  enabled  to  travel  until  4  p.m  , 
when  gale  came  on  again. 

25th 

JJ 

24 

0 

27 

0 

Fine  morning  ;  strong  breeze  ;  in  the  afternoon  heavy 

clrirt  ;  winci  IN.IN.W. 

26th 

5> 

23 

0 

28 

0 

Fresh  breeze  from  N.N.W.    Sent  Mr.  Jenkins  back  with 
disabled   men.     1-^roceed  with    Mr.  bheilauear,  and 
stopped  4  hours  by  gale. 

27th 

34 

0 

18 

0 

Wind  strong,  N.N.W.,  crossing  iiarrow  btrait. 

28th 

» 

28 

0 

19 

0 

Wind  strong  ;  stopped  all  day  ;  heavy  drift ;  wind  west. 

29th 

11 

0 

10 

0 

Moderate  N.N.W.  wind.    Best  travelling  day  we  have 
yet  bad. 

30th 

15 

0 

11 

0 

Fine  morning  ;  light  wind  from  east. 

31st 

5J 

21 

0 

32 

0 

Got  into  the  land,  and  deposited  notice. 

1st  April  1854  - 

29 

0 

32 

0 

Fine  weather.    One  man  sore  eyes. 

2d 

5J 

31 

0 

23 

0 

Wind  light  irom  N.JN.W.  ;  nne  weather. 

3d 

» 

25 

0 

27 

0 

Fresh  wind  from  W.N.W, 

4th 

53 

29 

0 

17 

0 

Wind  light  from  west. 

5th 

12 

0 

6 

0 

Wind  light  from  N.W.    Stopped  half  the  day  by  illness  ; 
myself  and  one  man. 

6th 

2 

0 

8 

5 

Wind  light  from  east  ;  fine  weather  ;  open  water  seen. 

7th 

» 

11 

0 

19 

0 

Weather  fine  ;  wind  light  from  N.W. 

8th 

15 

0 

17 

0 

Fine  weather  ;  wind  light  from  N.W.    In  the  morning 

gale  ;  in  the  evening  much  open  water  seen  outside. 

9th 

55 

10 

0 

10 

n 

u 

Gale  from  northward. 

10th 

55 

9 

0 

17 

0 

Fine   weather  ;   wind  light  from  north.     Leave  Port 
Leopold. 

11th 

55 

15 

0 

11 

0 

Gale  from  N.W.  ;  move  on  till  10  a.m.,  then  obliged  to 
stop. 

I2th 

» 

9 

0 

2 

0+ 

Fine  weather  ;  move  on  until  11,  when  illness  again 
obliged  me  to  stop. 

13th 

JS 

1+ 

2 

0+ 

Gale  from  South  and  S.E.  ;  stopped  all  day. 

14th 

» 

5 

0 

10 

Fine   morning  ;   wind  W.N.W.  ;   move   on  until  gale 
stopped  us  again. 

15th 

J» 

12 

7 

0 

Fine  weather  ;  move  on. 

16th 

J> 
55 

3 

0 

4 

0+ 

Fine  weather. 

17th 

9.0 

Hazy  weather.    Reach  the  ship  in  the  evening. 

Detentions  on  Route. 


Going 


'From  ship  to  Cape  Hotham 
Cape  Ilotham  to  land  of  North 

Somerset 
I^astward  to  Port  Leopold 
At  Port  Leopold 


Days.  Hours. 

•    2    5  by  gales. 


Returning 


fPort 

I  JITK 


1    4  do. 

\    0  by  illness. 

So  0  gales,  and  examining 

into  state  of  Pro- 

sion. 

1    5  gales. 
\    0  by  ilhioss. 


Port  Tjcopold  to  Ship 
1(1 

H  1()  9  lioiirs,  iiicliuling  Htoy)pagCR,  1ms  been  niy  uHiial  travcUiiig  daily. 
Whole  distanee  travelled  1D()  miles,  or  122  going  and  ()H  returning. 

W.  .1.  S.  PiJLLEN,  Connnander, 

II.M's.  Siiip  "  NorMi  Star." 

Tlic  (liilics  priiK:Ij)nlly  .-it.  liic  slii|)  dining  my  iibHonec  consisted  ehieily  in 
fining  iiiid  <  f|ui|)|)iiiM  1  riivcllinj^  pari  ics,  cniploycd  )njd<ing  dcpAls  of  |)r()visi()nH 
l><;tw<;cn  {'.ccchcy  JhIuikI  and  (Japi;  Coekbiirn,  also  at  Capi;  Buiuiy,  the  turning 
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point  of  North  Somerset  into  Ommanney  Inlet.    Some  parties  had  performed       April  iss*. 
one  trip,  and  were  therefore  sent  off  again,  so  that  on  my  arrival  few  people  were 
remaining  on  board. 

On  the  morning  of  the  18th,  Commander  M'Clintock  of  Her  Majesty's  steamer  Arrivals  and  depar- 
"  Intrepid,"  "  Resolute's  "  tender,  arrived  on  his  way  to  Sir  E,  Belcher  with 
despatches.  He  left  the  next  morning,  returned  on  the  22d,  and  on  the 
evening  of  the  23d  went  off  again  to  the  "  Resolute,"  with  orders  for  Captain 
KeUett.  I  had  also  received  orders  to  send  off  all  available  men  to  assist  in 
getting  stores,  &c.  on  shore  and  to  this  place  from  the  ships  to  the  westward. 
Those  on  board,  and  others  as  they  came  in,  were  accordingly  despatched. 

On  the  morning  of  the  23d  Lieutenant  Haswel]  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "investigator" crew 
"  Investigator "  arrived  with  two  sledges ;  on  the  24th  Lieutenant  Pim  of 
"  Resolute  "  arrived,  in  charge  of  another  portion  ;  and  on  the  27th  Commander 
M'Clure  arrived,  with  the  remainder  of  his  crew  thus  having  on  board  all  the 
"  Investigator's  "  but  one  man,  left  behind  at  the  "  Resolute  "  in  a  very  deplor- 
able state.  Those  men  remaining  on  board,  of  our  crew,  are  very  few ;  and 
although  we  muster  strong  in  numbers,  yet  many  of  them  are  feeling  the  effects 
of  the  long  stay  in  such  a  climate.  We  have  also  men  from  the  other  ships, 
unfit  for  service  ;  in  fact  Sir  E.  Belcher  had  desired  all  those  to  be  retained. 

On  the  25th  Commander  Richards  arrived  from  the  "  Resolute,"  leaving 
again  on  the  29th  for  his  own  ship,  the  "  Assistance,"  in  Wellington  Channel. 

On  the  27th  of  April  we  commenced  to  dig  down  and  remove  the  banking  Eemove  banking, 
from  the  ship ;  also  making  preparations  for  the  accommodation  of  any  other 
parties  arriving  on  board.  The  "  Investigator's  crew,"  &c.  are  all  berthed  on  the 
main  deck. 

On  the  28th  Lieutenant  Pim  was  despatched  with  a  small  party  to  Cape 
Hotham,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  parties  from  the  "  Resolute  "  across  the 
channel,  having  one  of  the  marquees  pitched  for  his  abode,  and  two  boats  in 
the  event  of  water  making  before  they  arrived.  One  was  the  whale  boat, 
which  Captain  Kellett  left  on  his  way  to  Melville  Island  in  1852  ;  the  other, 
one  of  our  cutters,  which  Mr.  Court  took  over  on  the  2d  May.  May  i854. 

Arrivals  and  departures  were  now  continually  occurring  from  both 
"  Assistance  "  in  Wellington  Channel  and  "  Resolute  "  to  the  westward,  but 
all  are  looking  anxiously  for  that  time  when  we  shall  be  set  free,  and  once 
more  wending  our  way  from  such  inhospitable  regions. 

Coals  we  were  under  the  necessity  of  getting  occasionally  from  Cape  Riley  ; 
but  now,  having  a  number  of  men,  I  determined  on  getting  up  at  once  a 
sufficient  supply  to  take  us  to  England,  and  commenced  our  preparations  for 
cutting  out  when  the  time  arrives  that  Ave  could  work  the  ice. 

The  weather  still  keeps  cold  and  chilly.  Although  the  thermometer  does 
get  up,  it  appears,  however,  to  be  rising  gradually,  which  I  trust  will  be  in 
favour  of  the  forthcoming  season.  Winds  we  have  occasionally  strong,  both 
from  quarters  between  east  and  south  and  north  and  N.W.  The  latter  are  the 
coldest ;  still  we  all  feel  a  sensible  change.  In  the  latter  end  of  May  the  sun 
began  to  affect  the  ice ;  many  cracks  were  showing,  and  thaw  would  sometimes 
be  very  apparent.    The  walking  on  the  snow  was  heavy  and  fatiguing. 

The  first  sign  of  life  was  the  twittering  of  a  snow  bunting  heard  on  the 
21st  of  April,  and  on  the  12th  May  one  was  seen.  On  the  18th  of  May  a 
bear  was  seen ;  the  first  in  the  bay  since  last  year.  The  wolf,  so  frequently  a 
visitor  in  the  winter,  now  only  makes  occasional  visits. 

On  the  19th  of  May  Lieutenant  Pim  was  brought  in  on  a  sledge  from  Cape  Accident. 
Hotham,  with  his  left  hand  badly  wounded,  from  the  gun  bursting  with  which 
he  was  shooting  a  bear ;  and  on  the  afternoon  of  the  same  day,  Mr.  Domville, 
surgeon  of  the  "  Resolute,"  arrived  with  the  last  of  the  "  Investigator's  "  crew, 
the  poor  fellow  who  was  left  in  such  a  deplorable  state.  The  doctors  now  hold 
no  hope  of  his  recovery.  Mr.  Domville  reports  that  M.  De  Bray,  the  French  m.  m  Bray, 
officer,  is  following  with  invalids  from  the  "  Resolute  ;"  and,  not  being  far  off, 
I  sent  a  party  out  the  next  day  to  assist  him. 

On  the  20th  a  survey  was  held  by  the  medical  officers,  3  surgeons,  and  Survey. 
1  assistant,  on  all  parties  present  on  board  the  "  North  Star."    They  find  but 
few  fit  for  a  prolonged  stay  in  these  regions. 

On  the  21st  a  gull  was  seen  flying  about  the  ship  ;  so  we  soon  expect  an 
accession  to  the  number.    Water,  too,  cannot  be  far  off. 

5  14 


804 


May  1854.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  22d  the  man  Morgan,  the  remaining  one 

of  the  "  Investigator's "  from  the  "  Resolute,"  breatfied  his  last.  He  was 
buried  on  the  morning  of  the  24th,  Commander  M'Clure  performing  the 
Funeral  Service. 

28th.  On  Sunday  the  28th,  Lieutenant  Cheyne,  Mr.  Jenkins,  mate,  and  Shellabear, 

second  master,  arrived  from  the  "  Resolute,"  and  reported  that  Captain  Kellett 
may  be  expected  this  evening.  Mr.  Grove  of  "  Assistance"  also  arrived  in  the 
afternoon  from  Wellington  Channel,  with  invalids  and  despatches ;  and  at 
6  p  m.  Captain  Kellett  arrived,  with  a  large  party  of  officers  and  men  from  the 
"  Resolute,"  his  own  ship  and  tender,  "  Intrepid,"  in  fact  all  the  ship's  com- 
pany, with  the  exception  of  two  parties  away  travelling. 

During  the  whole  of  this  day  it  was  sno  v\ing  ;  in  fact  for  the  past  week  the 
weather  has  been  generally  soft,  the  light  snow  melting,  and  making  everything 
soft  and  sludgey.  A  quantity  of  provisions,  however,  were  got  up  from  Cape 
Riley  before  the  floe  became  flooded. 

On  the  2d  of  June  Lieutenant  May  arrived  from  the  "  Assistance,"  with 
dog-sled,  and  an  order  from  Sir  E.  Belcher  for  more  men,  in  lieu  of  the 
invalids  he  sends  ;  so  when  Mr.  May  left  again  on  the  5th  to  return,  but 
few  of  our  original  left.  The  "  Assistance  "  has  now  22  out  of  the  complement 
of  40. 

On  the  3d  a  gale  came  on  from  the  N.E.,  soon  shifting  to  N.W.,  and  continued 
uninterruptedl}^  until  the  5th,  sometimes  blowing  fresh,  with  soft  weather  ;  still 
the  snow  does  not  appear  to  go  off  the  land.  There  is  certainly  a  greater 
quantity  about  than  there  was  last  year  at  this  time.  The  water,  though, 
round  the  ship,  is  fast  accumulating ;  and  the  dirt  and  ashes,  with  which  we 
have  marked  the  canal,  is  making  inroads  also  on  the  floe. 
Kews  of  H.M.  Ship  On  the  9th  a  party  of  men  were  sent  into  Wellington  Channel,  to  bring 
"  Enterprize."  back  the  whalc  boat ;  and  on  the  morning  of  the  1 2th  Lieutenant  Meecham 

Proceeding  of  "Enter-  arrived  from  the  westward.  The  accounts  of  his  proceedings  are  truly 
pnze."  interesting,  irrespective  of  the  short  time  in  which  he  has  performed  his  journey, 

for  he  brings  intelligence  of  the  "  Enterprize  "  having  found  her  notices  on  the 
Princess  Royal  Islands  in  the  Prince  of  Wales  Strait.  This  was  in  1851,  and 
finding  Commander  M'Clure's  notices,  they  had  deposited  one  by  it ;  and, 
meeting  so  many  impossibilities  to  get  through  this  strait  to  the  northward, 
they  had  bore  up,  and  went  south,  passing  round  Nelson's  Head  or  Cape 
Erebus  of  Baring  Island,  along  its  southern  shores  up  the  western  to  as  far 
north  as  72°  4'  N.,  when  the  ice  again  stopped  them  early  in  the  month  of 
September.  Finding  no  harbour,  they  retraced  their  steps,  and  finally  took  up 
their  winter  quarters  in  a  bight  on  the  southern  shores  of  Prince  Albert's  Land, 
on  September  14,  1851,  and  in  latitude  71°  35'  N.,  longitude  117°  39'  W. 

In  the  spring  of  the  following  year  travelling  parties  were  dispatched,  and 
one  reached  Point  Hearne  of  Melville  Island,  but  were  obliged  to  leave  their 
sledge  on  their  return,  in  consequence  of  the  hummocky  state  of  the  ice,  in 
latitude  73°  44'  N.  and  114°  30'  W. 

On  the  3d  of  August  1852  they  left  their  winter  quarters,  but  were  detained 
some  time  by  ice  in  latitude  71°  39',  longitude  119°  5'  W.  A  notice  was 
found  on  a  small  island  in  latitude  71°  49'  N.  and  longitude  119°  0'  W.,  dated 
15th  May  1852,  that  Captain  Collinson's  intention  was  to  pursue  the  channel 
separating  WoUaston  from  Prince  Albert's  Land. 

They  speak  of  several  natives  visiting  them  in  their  winter  quarters  (where 
they  were  frozen  in  on  the  24th  of  ()(;tober),  and  they  left  them  on  the 
9th  of  iNovcmbcr.  Tiiey  were  (|uiet  and  inollcnsive.  Needles,  knives,  and 
saws  were  in  great  (k^niand ;  but  tliey  had  little  to  spare  in  exchange.  Tobacco 
not  in  demand.  Throughout  the  winter  Captain  C'ollinson  got  ptarmigan 
and  hares. 

'J'he  temperature  in  their  winter  quarters,  montldy,  mean  20°,  latitude 
71^35'N..  longit.irlc  117°  39'  W. 

So  much  lor  all  this  good  news.  The  "  ICntcrpi'ize  "  may  now  he  in  l^'ngland, 
or  (  Ihc  Htriiggling  with  the  ice  to  llic  soutliward,  endeavouring  to  get  along 
the  shores  of  Wollaston  Lnnd,  inid  pnsH  Ihrough  some  of  the  many  channels 
leading  north.  Who  knows  hut,  that,  they  may  have  got  up  tht!  Victoria 
Slniit.  of  l{:ic,  Ihrough  {{cllot'H  ( !li!unicl,  and  home  to  England.  At  all  events, 
we  have  hud  soiuc  certain  int.clligcncc  ol"  llicni,  and  know  pretty  well  that  they 
tannoL  be  in  very  great  danger.    Caj)t,ain  C'ollinson  winds  up  one  of  his  latest 
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notices  with  this  cheering  remark,  "  Little  or  no  sickness  has  occurred,  and  we 
are  in  a  fit  condition  for  hard  work." 

A  dog-sledge  was  sent  off  immediately  to  acquaint  Sir  E.  Belcher  with  this 
intelligence,  M.  De  Bray,  the  French  officer,  in  charge.  m.  De  Bray. 

In  the  evening  of  the  12th,  Lieutenant  Hamilton  of  the  "Resolute"  arrived 
from  the  westward,  and  on  the  i3th  Mr.  Krabbe,  master  of  the  "  Intrepid," 
came  in  also  from  the  westward.  The  latter  officer  had  been  to  Baring  Bay, 
to  visit  the  "  Investigator,"  and  found  her  still  in  the  position  she  had  been 
left,  but  had  made  a  great  deal  of  water,  for  much  ice  was*  in  her  hold,  and 
water  was  nearly  over  the  orlop  deck. 

On  the  14th  a  party  of  officers   and   men  went  off  towards  Caswall'  S  Shooting  party  out. 
Tower,  to  endeavour  to  shoot  some  game ;  and  the  same  evening  Lieutenant 
Haswell  returned  from  the  Wellington  Channel,  bringing  the  boat  left  at  Cape 
Bowden  last  year.    He  reports  having  seen  many  cracks,    Good  symptoms. 
I  hope.    We  saw  none  last  year.   Large  pools  of  water  only  on  the  ice. 

On  the  15th  dovekies  were  seen  about  the  south  cliffs  of  Beechey  Island, 
and  we  may  hope  that  the  weather  has  begun  to  change  for  the  better.  Wind 
light  from  North  and  N.W. 

On  the  16th  the  dog-sledge  returned  from  the  "  Assistance,"  bringing  orders 
from  Sir  E.  Belcher  to  send  other  boats  across  Wellington  Channel  to  Cape 
Hotham,  for  the  purpose  of  assisting  Captain  Collinson  and  crew.  Rather  a 
mistake,  I  think,  for  I  can  hardly  think  he  will  be  found  in  that  vicinity. 

Sunday  the  17th  was  the  warmest  and  most  pleasant  day  we  had  for  the  year, 
but  it  did  not  last  long.  However,  the  next  day  the  Sylvester  stove  was 
put  out  altogether,  and  the  funnel  unshipped. 

21st,  Midsummer  day;  not  much  like  one,  certainly;  and  no  one  I  am  sure  Weather, 
can  say  that  we  have  had  such  weather  as  to  remind  us  of  its  approach  ;  yet 
neither  was  there  any  appearance  of  its  following,  for  early  in  the  morning  it 
blew  strong  from  N.N.W.,  apparently  the  last  of  a  heavy  N.W.  gale,  which 
had  been  blowing  for  the  preceding  few  days,  accompanied,  too,  with  much 
drift. 

On  the  evening  of  the  22d  a  boat  was  dispatched  to  Cape  Hotham,  which  had 
only  arrived  in  the  morning  from  the  Wellington  Channel,  on  a  sledge  of  a 
peculiar  construction,  which  unfortunately  broke  down  shortly  after  leaving  the 
"  Assistance,"  causing  the  crew  great  trouble  and  difficulty  in  getting  the  boat 
on.  I  was  obliged  to  send  a  crew  with  another  sledge  out  to  meet  and  assist 
them  in. 

On  that  same  day  Commander  Osborn  arrived  from  the  "  Assistance  "  with 
the  dog-sledge.  He  brought  no  intelligence,  further  than  an  order  for  him  to  be 
borne  as  supernumerary  for  wages  and  victuals,  and  passage  to  England. 

On  the  27th,  from  the  high  land  on  the  eastern  side  of  the  bay  towards 
Caswall's  Tower,  I  got  a  good  view  through  Radstock  Bay  along  the  coast  to 
eastward  as  far  as  Cape  Hm'd,  but  no  signs  of  water  was  visible.  In  the  straits 
every  part  was  fast  closed.  The  next  morning  the  report  from  the  summit  of 
Beechey  Island  was  favourable  ;  cracks  in  the  ice  had  made  at  the  mouth  of  the 
bay.  There  was  one  also  from  the  S.W.  point  of  the  island,  both  it  and  the 
more  easterly  ones  stretching  to  the  S.E.  Mr.  Osborn,  midshipman,  who 
returned  from  Cape  Hotham  in  the  course  of  the  forenoon  of  the  same  day, 
28th,  states  that  the  crack  from  the  S.W.  part  of  the  island  was  from  4  to  5 
feet  in  width. 

The  last  day  of  the  month  closed  with  a  strong  south-easterly  breeze  and 
gloomy  weather;  not  much  like  summer,  so  completely  are  we  surrounded 
with  ice  and  snow.  The  month  has  certainly  not  been  a  pleasant  one,  and 
throughout  we  have  had  many  strong  breezes  both  from  N.W.  and  S.E., 
frequently  accompanied  with  snow,  generally  turning  into  rain ;  good  for  the 
ice,  and  pools  of  water  were  showiag  thick  on  it. 

The  shooting  party  which  went  away  on  the  14th  returned,  but  their  success 
was  not  very  great ;  however,  jusi  sufficient  to  afford  each  man  ^  a  lb.  of  game 
a  day.  Altogether  they  had  shot  5  hares,  9  geese,  7  ducks,  1  ptarmigan,  and 
28  dovekies. 

IV.  5  K 
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Temperature  for  the  last  quarter. 

Maximum.         Minimum.  Mean. 

May       -       -    44.+  .5.-         13^94  + 

June       -       -    51.  19.+  30.80 

July       -       -    47.  29.  37.50  + 

July  1 854.  July  came  in  with  light  variable  winds  and  gloomy  weather. 

On  the  3d  we  commenced  with  the  saws  to  cut  round  the  ship,  and  relieve 
her  from  the  ice,  .that  she  may  be  completely  water-borne,  and  the  draught  of 
water  obtained. 

Parties  were  despatched  in  all  directions  for  the  purpose  of  endeavouring  to 
secure  something  in  the  shape  of  fresh  meat.  Dovekies  appear  to  be  the  only 
things  attainable ;  however,  they  are  good  eating  after  such  a  long  spell  on 
ship's  provisions.  In  fact,  anything  now  for  a  change ;  even  the  seals  occa- 
sionally shot  were  not  despised,  and  find  many  admirers.  But  very  few  bears 
have  been  seen  in  the  bay,  and  only  two  were  shot  last  month. 

In  the  evening  of  the  3d  a  dog-sledge  was  sent  off  to  the  "  Assistance ;" 
Mr.  Roche,  one  of  the  mates  of  the  "  Resolute,"  in  charge.  They  will  certainly 
have  a  wet  journey,  for  the  water  on  the  floe  in  Wellington  Channel  appears  to 
have  accumulated  greatly. 

On  the  5th  Lieutenant  Cheyne  was  stationed  on  the  top  of  the  island  to 
watch  the  movement  of  the  ice.  A  tide-gauge  was  at  the  same  time  kept 
going,  together  with  means  for  ascertaining  the  set  of  current  at  the  mouth 
of  the  bay,  on  a  plan  of  Sir  Edward  Belcher's,  which,  after  long  trial,  proved 
quite  ineffectual,  either  from  there  not  being  sufficient  current  to  influence  the 
vane,  or  that  from  so  much  ice  being  about  too  many  eddies  are  produced. 

The  ice  about  the  ship  at  an  average  distance  of  10  feet  off  was  very  heavy, 
and  we  make  but  little  progress  with  the  sawing.  I  therefore  commenced 
closer  from  the  fire-hole  ;  but  it  was  not  until  after  we  had  got  some  pieces  out 
that  we  could  make  much  advance.  It  was  not,  however,  till  the  19th  that 
the  ship  was  fairly  free  from  the  ice,  and  we  could  get  her  real  draught  of 
water,  15  feet  7^  inches  aft,  and  15  feet  6  inches  forward.  From  our  having 
to  parbuckle  out,  break  up,  and  carry  away,  was  also  a  great  cause  of  deten- 
tion ;  and  it  was  only  at  the  latter  part  of  the  month  that  we  could  turn  the 
ship's  head  round  to  the  S.E.  In  these  operations  powder  was  frequently  brought 
into  use,  giving  the  ship  at  times  a  heavy  shake.  The  general  average  of  the 
ice  was  6  feet  in  thickness,  3  feet  6  inches  being  about  the  least  and  12  feet  the 
greatest ;  but  after  getting  into  the  line  of  direction  of  canal  it  became  thinner. 
Until  the  ice  outside  eases  off,  and  we  can  commence  from  the  outer  part,  I  fear 
our  progress  will  not  be  very  quick. 

Various  reports  have  been  received  throughout  the  whole  of  the  month  of 
cracks  in  the  ice,  and  water  making  along  shore,  but  no  perceptible  difJerence 
outside,  as  far  as  the  eye  can  reach  from  the  summit  of  the  island  still  the  same 
v/hite  and  glistening  prospect. 

The  wind,  too,  has  been  constant  from  those  quarters  between  east  and 
south,  precluding  all  probability  of  there  being  what  we  may  fairly  call  an  early 
season  ;  such,  I  mean,  as  that  on  our  arrival  in  1852.  All  things  seem  against 
it ;  the  weather  cold  and  gloomy,  and  little  thawing  resulting,  with  no  winds 
likely  to  helj)  tlie  ice  out,  that  many  long  faces  are  shown,  and  doubts  felt  of 
whether  we  are  to  get  away  from  this. 

Two  bears  passing  throiigli  tlie  bay  early  on  the  morning  of  the  13th  very 
iiic.'iutiously  came  too  near  the  stern,  and  were  shot.  The  quietness  I  expect 
cnil)()ldened  them,  for  we  do  not  get  tlicm  often  so  close. 

'J'iie  dovekies  increased  greatly  as  the  month  drew  on,  but  towards  the  latter 
end  were  gx^tling  scarce,  for  even  the  most  indd'atigable  sportsmen  got  but  fcAV 
then,  and  keeping  a  supply  was  impossible;  however,  the  few  got  aflbrded  a 
most  agreeable  change  to  the  diet,  uiid  tlie  sick  appear  to  have  reaped  nmch 
benefit  from  the  change  it  has  given  t,hc/in. 

A  sick  man  from  ('ajie  IJowden  was  bronght  in  on  the  Mtli,  with  sym])toms 
of  scurvy.  ]''ortunat(;ly  he  soon  got  round  Mgiiin,  thanks  to  the  attention  ol'our 
hirge  medical  Htiifl". 

About  2  on  the  morning  of  the  17lh  Sir  V).  Belcher  arrived  from  tlie  north- 
warri,  bringing  with  him  ujiarty,  31  oflicers  and  men,  also  2  boats  and  3  sledges, 
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He  speaks  of  there  being  many  cracks  in  Wellington  Channel ;  some  requiring  Ju'y 
the  aid  of  a  boat  to  cross  and  likewise  get  on  shore. 

North  or  N.W.  winds,  strong  too,  appear  to  be  what  we  want  now  to  start 
the  ice. 

Much  rain  fell  on  the  afternoon  of  the  l6th,  but  towards  night  it  ceased,  and 
the  light  wind  blowing  at  the  time  from  east  and  S.E.  veered  to  N.E.  by  N., 
leading  all  to  hope  that  the  long-wished-for  north-western  were  on  the  eve  of 
visiting  Beechey  Island  once  more ;  but  no,  it  was  only  a  catspaw,  and  returned 
again  to  the  old  quarter. 

Frequently  have  we  been  disappointed  in  this  way ;  in  fact,  on  one  or  two 
occasions  it  has  blown  lightly  from  the  desired  quarter,  followed  with  a  like 
result. 

On  the  21st,  Mr.  Loney,  who  had  come  down  with  Sir  E.  Belcher  in  charge 
of  chronometers,  left  on  his  return  to  the  "  Assistance." 

On  the  morning  of  the  24th,  Mr.  Court  was  sent  out,  to  station  himself  on  the  24th. 
ice  in  Wellington  Channel  west  of  Bjeechey  Island,  about  two  miles  distant,  to 
observe  the  strength  and  set  of  current  during  the  next  three  days  at  the  change 
of  the  moon.    He  returned  on  the  evening  of  the  26th,  with  satisfactory  results, 
but  reports  no  movement  in  the  ice. 

We  had  now  completed  provisions  to  three  months  for  200  men,  being  a  few 
more  than  we  bear  on  the  ship's  books  at  present.  It  is  sufficient,  however,  to 
take  us  home,  if  we  can  get  out  in  any  reasonable  time,  or  we  do  not  have  any 
increase  to  our  numbers.   Either  is  impossible  to  decide  on.  Time  only  can  tell. 

The  last  day  of  the  month,  and  yet  no  move  in  the  ice.    Last  year  at  the  31  st. 

same  time  we  could  say  that  it  had  opened  out ;  now  there  appears  little  hope  ; 
nothing  but  the  cracks  widening  and  closing  from  the  effects  of  tide  and  con- 
tinued winds  between  east  and  south,  certainly  mostly  ,  prevailing  this  month, 
blowing  fresh  sometimes,  with  cloudy  and  unpleasant  weather.  The  north  and 
N.W.  winds  are  what  we  want,  for  the  ice  appears  aU  ready  for  a  move. 

Temperature  for  the  month. 
Max.  51.  +  .    Min.  32.  +  .    Mean  39.16.  +  . 

August  came  in  with  thick  misty  weather  and  a  moderate  breeze  from  S.S.E.      August  iss*. 
By  noon  it  was  warm,  although  the  thermometer  was  not  higher  than  34°  on 
the  floe.    No  change  in  the  ice,  nor  slightest  appearance  of  a  speedy  disruption 
in  fact  all  the  cracks  are  closing. 

Saturday  the  5th.  Throughout  the  last  week  no  change  in  the  wind  ;  other 
than  that  it  sometimes  blows  strong  with  the  thick  foggy  weather.  Our  canal 
work  does  indeed  get  on  but  slowly,  the  parbuckling  out  and  breaking  up  really 
occupying  more  time  than  cutting. 

On  Friday  the  cables  were  bent,  but  when  we  shall  use  them  there  is  no 
knowing,  the  thermometer  still  keeping  low,  the  temperature  on  the  floe  seldom 
getting  above  38°. 

On  the  7th  Sir  E.  Belcher  mustered  the  ship's  company,  together  with  those  7th. 
from  the  abandoned  ships,  so  that  now  we  are  in  full  force,  yet  a  great  many  of 
the  men  are  fit  only  for  light  work  immediately  about  and  on  board  the  ship. 
The  "Assistance"  and  "Pioneer,"  the  others  of  our  disjointed  expedition,  are 
yet  to  come.  Whether  they  will  reach  this  far  God  only  knows.  I  trust  so,  for 
the  loss  of  so  many  ships  will  certainly  take  the  polish  off  what  has  already 
been  done. 

Two  parties  were  sent  off  this  evening  under  Mr,  Krabbe  and  Mr.  Court,  the 
former  to  Cape  Bowden,  the  latter  to  Cape  Hurd. 

On  the  8th  a  wider  crack  was  opening  out  and  closing  at  the  mouth  of  the 
bay ;  but  the  main  body  of  the  ice  appears  to  be  driving  westward,  the  spring 
tides  evidently  affecting  it,  showing  very  apparent  in  shore.  The  barometer, 
too,  higher  to-day  than  it  has  been  for  some  time  previous,  so  that  the  prospect 
seems  to  brighten. 

Heavy  nips  now  began  to  show  at  the  mouth  of  the  bay,  caused  by  the  effect 
of  tides,  &c.  Early  on  the  morning  of  the  10th  it  had  eased  off  very  much,  so 
that  there  was  no  getting  out  without  a  boat  to  the  usual  places  were  the 
shooting  had  been  carried  on ;  the  game  list,  however,  made  a  pretty  fair  show,  Game  account, 
although  nothing  to  speak  of  among  so  many.  Dovekies  were  the  principal 
supply,  amounting  in  round  numbers  from  the  first  one  shot  on  the  13th  of  July 
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August  1854. 


11th. 

News  from  "  Assis- 
tance." 


20th. 
Canal  open. 


Barrow  Straits  well 
cj-en. 


Commence  hauling 
out. 


At  tlie  floe  cdgp,  21st. 


to  the  last  on  the  10th  of  August,  by  the  regular  employed  sportsmen,  1,810. 
The  other  game  were  chiefly  got  at  a  distance  from  the  ship,  and  by  the  parties 
sent  away.  With  the  exception  of  the  three  bears  and  four  seals,  they  consisted 
of  three  hares,  three  brent  geese,  three  pintail  ducks,  two  eider  ducks,  and  a  red- 
throated  diver. 

Thinking  that  we  might  make  more  progress  with  our  sawing  from  the  floe 
edge  towards  the  ship,  the  saws  were  moved  out  there,  but,  after  working  all  day 
with  really  but  little  effect  in  such  heavy  ice,  the  triangles  were  brought  in  again, 
and  the  sawing  resumed  directly  ahead  of  the  ship,  to  work  out. 

Early  on  Friday  morning  a  man  arrived  from  Point  Innes,  dispatched  by 
Mr.  Krabbe,  now  on  his  return  from  Cape  Bowden,  with  a  letter  from  Com- 
mander Richards  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Assistance."  This  letter  says  that 
they  were  blown  off  by  the  last  gale  on  the  8th,  since  which  they  have  advanced 
to  about  two  miles  to  the  southward  of  Cape  Osborn,  so  we  may  expect  to  see 
them  soon  as  the  ice  clears  out,  if  a  north  or  N.W.  wind  does  not  drive  it  in  on 
them  again  from  the  Queen's  Channel,  Captain  Richards  speaks  of  its  being 
clear  in  that  direction,  yet  a  smart  N.W.  breeze  may  soon  bring  it  down,  and 
possibly  drive  them  on  shore. 

An  answer  from  Captain  Sir  E.  Belcher  was  sent  off  to  Captain  Richards  in 
the  afternoon  by  Lieutenant  Cheney,  who  returned  again  the  next  day.  Mr. 
Krabbe,  from  Cape  Bowden,  also  reached  the  ship.  Mr.  Cheyne  reports  that 
the  ice  in  Wellington  Channel  was  all  on  the  move,  and  that  apparently  to  the 
northward  of  Cape  Bowden  the  water  is  open. 

On  the  12th  the  weather  was  fine,  with  a  light  northerly  wind,  which  towards 
noon  increased  and  drew  to  the  N.W.  Much  open  water  was  seen  outside, 
the  main  body  of  ice  driving  eastward. 

On  Sunday,  after  divisions  and  church  service,  we  resumed  our  work  of  sawing, 
and  one  triangle  was  at  work  to  cut  in  from  the  outer  edge  of  the  ice.  Finally, 
on  the  l6th,  all  were  removed  there,  more  especially  as  we  had  come  completely 
to  a  block  with  that  cut  about  the  ship.  At  first  the  sawing  got  on  but  slowly, 
so  heavy  was  the  ice,  some  pieces  at  least  14  feet  in  thickness  ;  however,  by 
Sunday  evening  the  20th  we  had  opened  out  a  free  passage  from  the  ship  to 
the  floe  edge.  Powder  had  been  to  us  of  great  assistance,  and  most  fortunately, 
with  what  we  had  got  from  the  "  Phoenix,"  when  out  last  year,  we  had  a 
sufficiency.  The  whole  length  of  our  canal,  as  cut  by  saAvs,  was  3,800  feet, 
breadth  45. 

Outside,  now,  in  Barrow  Straits,  there  was  showing  a  good  open  sea,  in  fact 
had  been  so  since  the  17th,  after  the  clearing  away  of  a  heavy  floe  piece  which 
had  come  from  the  westward,  and  hung  at  Cape  Riley.  It  was  apparently  the 
cause  of  stoppage  to  a  quantity  which  had  accumulated  on  its  western  edge. 

Seizing  the  opportunity  now,  while  the  canal  was  open,  of  getting  to  the  floe 
edge,  I  commenced  to  haul  the  ship  out,  and  had  got  about  half  way  when 
a  large  crack  opened  out  in  the  ice  between  us  and  Becchey  Island,  which 
caused  the  outer  pieces  to  surge,  and  close  the  canal  at  the  southern  part,  and 
stopped  us  ;  fortunately  the  wind  was  but  light,  and  continued  so  ;  when  next 
morning,  with  the  saws  and  a  little  powder,  we  cleared  the  obstruction,  and  got 
the  ship  once  more  in  open  water  at  the  floe  edge. 

On  the  morning  of  the  17th,  Mr.  Court,  the  acting  master  of  the  late  "  In- 
vestigator," returned  fi'om  Cape  Iliird,  where  he  had  been  sent  in  the  early 
part  of  the  month  by  the  senior  ofliecr'H'oj'ders,  to  await  the  arrival  of  any  vessel 
from  England  ;  but  as  none  had  miide  her  appearance,  and  his  provisions  getting 
short,  he  returned,' niporting  that  the  ice  had  only  just  broken  away  in  the  vicinity 
of  (/a[)e  Ilurd.  Mr.  Court  took  a  boat  with  him  when  he  left  the  shi]),  but  in 
consetpience  of  the  ice  he  was  obliged  to  leave  her  about  Ca])e  Ricketts,  and 
perlbrni  the  rest  of  the  service  he  was  des))atch('(l  on  foot,  having  taken  no 
sledge.  Jle  had  had  rather  a  diliieult  job  of  it,  both  himself  and  men  being 
obliged  to  carry  everything.  'I'hey  hacl,  however,  reached  about  ten  miles  east 
()(' ( lliu'd,  where  they  h;id  found  (from  M r.  ( !ourt's  dcscripl ion)  the  remains 
(jf  the  dead  Lnu;  I  had  Ibund  and  left  there  on  niy  return  from  Maxwell  IJay  in 
September  18r)2. 

We  Iiitd  .'ig;iin  completed  our  provisioning,  but  to  a  larger  amount,  having 
of  l;ile  been  able  to  employ  ihe  boats  in  tlie  service.  Coals  too  had  been 
brought  ui)  in^n  Cape  Riley  in  the  Hunic  way,  and  deposited  (^lose  by  the 
LouHC,  in  tlic  event  of  any  parties  arriving  from  (Japtain  Collinson's  ship,  and  no 
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one  being  there  to  receive  them ;  for  it  was  the  general  surmise  that  we  should      August  1354. 
soon  make  a  move  for  England. 

On  the  morning  of  the  22d  Sir  E.  Belcher  left  Beechey  Island  with  his  boat  Senior  officers  leave 
for  his  ship  in  Wellington  Channel,  taking  with  him  Commander  M'Clintock,  for  Wellington  chan- 
Dr.  Lyall  (surgeon),  Mr.  Court  (acting  master),  and  Mr,  Scott  (assistant 
surgeon),  the  three  latter  officers  being  volunteers  to  remain  out  should  he, 
Sir  Edward,  decide  on  leaving  any  people  with  the  ships,  instead  of  abandoning 
them. 

The  stowage  of  the  house  was  now  in  completion,  and  every  thing  placed 
therein  hkely  to  injure  by  remaining  outside.  A  few  articles  necessary  for 
parties  arriving  were  also  landed  from  the  ship,  and  every  preparation  made  for 
a  sudden  move,  which  it  was  impossible  to  calculate  on  as  to  time  when  it 
might  take  place.  The  ice  at  the  floe  edge  of  the  bay  was  broken  up  and  very 
rotten,  streaming  off  in  large  pieces,  and  apparently  only  requiring  a  strong 
N.W.  wind  with  a  good  tide  to  send  all  the  ice  out.  Union  Bay  had  cleared 
out  on  the  24th,  with  the  exception  of  a  very  small  quantity  in  the  bight  on  its 
northern  part ;  but  as  far  as  could  be  seen  and  learnt  from  the  reports  from 
Point  Innes,  the  ice  was  not  so  clear  in  Wellington  Channel  as  we  had  been 
led  to  suppose.  The  southern  extent  of  it  was  seen  stretching  from  the  land 
a  considerable  way  south  of  Cape  Bowden  across  to  the  western  shores.  This 
gives  no  hope  of  the  two  ships  "  Assistance"  and  "  Pioneer  "  getting  down  this 
tide ;  perhaps  not  this  season.  But  the  first  springs  in  September  (6th)  may 
possibly  do  something  towards  their  release. 

On  the  23d  the  rudder  was  once  more  shipped,  and  fortunate,  too,  for  on  the  ^'^^  sea. 
afternoon  of  the  25th  such  a  fresh  breeze  was  blowing  from  S.W.,  making  so 
much  sea  at  the  floe  edge,  thereby  breaking  up  the  ice,  and  making  our  position 
very  precarious,  that  I  slipped  and  stood  out  to  sea,  first  recalling  the  parties 
from  the  house  and  stationed  on  the  summit  of  the  island  to  watch  for  ships 
coming  either  way. 

All  night  we  kept  standing  ofi^  and  on  between  Cape  Riley  and  Beechey  Eetum  to  floe,  26t}i, 
Island,  and  the  next  morning,  the  26th,  the  wind  moderating,  and  hauling  to  the 
NW.,  I  stood  in,  and  at  5h.  35m.  again  made  fast  to  the  floe  edge.  The 
ship  had  not  been  long  secured  when  a  boat  was  seen  coming  from  the  Welling- 
ton Channel,  round  the  S.W.  point  of  Beechey  Island,  which  we  soon  saw  to  be 
Sir  E.  Belcher's  gig.    She  pulled  into  the  canal,  when  at  seven  the  senior 
landed  at  the  house,  and  on  communicating  with  him  soon  after,  he  informed  Assistance  and  Pioneer 
me  that  he  had  abandoned  the  ships  ;  the  crews  were  now  on  their  way  abandoned, 
down :  that  I  was  to  receive  them  all  on  board  for  passage  to  England,  and  to  Preparations  to  be 
repare  accommodation  for  him.  "^'^^  '''''' 

All  was  now  bustle  and  activity,  to  mkae  the  necessary  arrangement ;  not  that 
we  were  unprepared  for  such  an  e\ent,  but  still  there  were  hopes  that  it  would 
not  occur.  All  hope  had  been  given  up  of  any  arrivals  from  home,  so  late  as 
the  season  was ;  but  still,  from  appearances,  and  the  rapidity  with  which  the  ice 
had  cleared  out,  there  was  good  reason  to  think  that  the  season  was  not  only 
good,  but  likely  to  continue  long  open  and  clear ;  more  yet,  volunteers  too, 
both  of  officers  and  men,  I've  no  doubt  might  have  been  had  to  rem^ain  with  the 
two  vessels. 

At  11  .^0  A.M.  Sir  E.  Belcher  came  on  board.  All  the  boats  were  hoisted  up, 
and  at  ten  minutes  after  noon  of  the  26th  we  made  sail  from  the  floe  edge, 
standing  off  and  on,  waiting  for  the  arrival  of  the  boats  from  the  deserted  ships,  setb. 
now  hourly  expected,  then  to  sail  for  England.  _ 

It  was  a  most  joyful  announcement,  although  tinged  with  a  certain  gloom  at 
leaving  so  many  gallant  ships  behind  us.  However,  we  were  not  the  judges  of 
the  propriety,  and  only  had  to  obey.  With  so  many  people  on  board,  263,  all 
told,  we  were  rather  crowded ;  but,  thank  God,  it  cannot  last  long,  and  such 
inconvenience  all  can  readily  put  up  with,  when  the  prospect  so  soon  of  dear 
home  is  before  us. 

The  weather  was  rather  hazy,  with  a  light  westerly  wind,  and  we  were  most 
anxiously  watching  the  S.W.  point  of  the  island,  for  the  arrivals,  to  make  sail ; 
when  at  1  p.m.  two  came  alongside,  with  Commander  Richards.  We  were  at 
the  time  standing  off  to  the  southward,  when  in  a  lift  of  the  haze  a  steamer  was 
seen  coming  round  Point  Riley.  This  was  indeed  as  joyful  as  it  was  unlocked  Saii  in  sight, 
for,  at  so  late  a  period,  for  all  idea  had  been  given  up  some  time  ago  of  anything 
of  the  sort  occurring.    However,  we  were  all  most  agreeably  disappointed,  and 

5  K  3 


810 


Auinist  1854. 


Arrival  of  Captain 
Inglefield  and  Com- 
mander Jenkins. 


27tL 

Tablet  to  memory  of 
Lieut.  Bellot. 


Leave  the  floe  edge. 
Beechey  Island. 


Anchor,  WollMton  ' 


Mtb. 


every  eye  and  glass  was  turned  in  the  direction  of  the  welcome  arrival.  The 
ship  was  immediately  hove  to,  a  boat  sent  away,  and  as  the  steamer  closed 
perceived  that  she  had  anotlier  ship  in  tow.  Very  shortly  their  numbers  were 
flying,  and  we  learnt  that  it  was  our  old  friend  the  "  Phoenix,"  accompanied  by 
the  "  Talbot,"  Commander  Jenkins. 

They  were  soon  close  up,  and  Captain  Inglefield,  in  command  of  the  former, 
was  a  welcome  visitor  again  on  our  quarter  deck.  The  first  salutation  almost 
was  : — War  with  Russia ;  England  and  France  united.  We  also  leailit  that  the 
"  Talbot,"  Commander  Jenkins,  was  loaded  with  stores  ;  and  that  no  accounts 
of  Captain  CoUinson  had  been  received  in  England.  These  and  other  circum- 
stances rendered  our  return  to  the  floe  edge  necessary  ;  and  the  steamer  taking 
us  in  tow,  it  was  reached  at  4  o'clock,  and  we  all  made  fast  eastward  of  the 
entrance  of  the  canal.  Preparations  were  immediately  commenced  for  fiUing  up 
the  house  with  provisions,  stores  &c. ;  landing  boats ;  in  fact  every  thing 
likely  to  be  wanted  by  Captain  Collinson,  should  he  arrive,  either  with  or 
without  his  ship. 

All  the  crews  of  the  "  Assistance  "  and  "  Pioneer  "  had  now  arrived,  and  were 
housed  on  board  the  "  North  Star,"  completely  crowding  our  decks ;  when  Sir 
E.  Belcher  gave  orders  that  the  greater  portion  of  his  own  ship's  company  and 
the  "  Resolute's  "  were  to  be  discharged  into  the  "  Phoenix "  and  "  Talbot," 
the  "North  Star"  retaining  the  remainder,  besides  our  own  crew  of  41,  con- 
sisting of  the  "Investigator's"  and  invalids  from  each,  in  all  numbering  124, 
which  gave  us  elbow  room  ;  and  the  sooner  to  get  all  arrangements  completed 
we  kept  at  w^ork  all  night. 

At  ih.  30m.  on  the  afternoon  of  the  27th  every  preparation  was  completed, 
the  last  of  which  was  that  of  paying  to  poor  Bellot's  memory,  the  gallant 
Frenchman,  that  tribute  of  respect  his  many  sterling  qualities  deserved. 
Mr.  Barrow  had  sent  out  a  marble  tablet  to  be  erected  to  his  memory,  which 
was  accordingly  done,  and  a  military  salute  fired  over  the  spot,  after  which 
all  embarked,  cast  off  from  the  floe,  the  steamer  taking  us  in  tow,  and  proceeded 
out  of  Barrow  Straits. 

The  wind  was  light  and  variable  between  N.N.E.  and  S.  by  E.,  settling  late 
in  the  afternoon  to  E.  by  N.,  so  that  we  got  on  slowly ;  however,  it  was  in  the 
right  direction  and  decidedly  from  no  pleasant  region. 

Throughout  Monday  the  wind  was  light  from  south  and  E.N.E.,  the 
"  Phoenix  "  towing  both  ships  at  an  average  rate  of  about  3  knots.  The  wea- 
ther was  fine,  which,  together  with  a  good  open  sea,  we  had  no  reason  to  think 
that  we  should  not  have  a  favourable  passage  home.  We  passed  close  along 
the  land,  getting  a  good  view  of  the  high  mural  cliffs,  and  several  inlets,  showing 
as  possessing  good  shelter  and  snug  winter  quarters.  Sail  could  be  occasionally 
made  as  the  wind  veered. 

On  the  morning  of  the  29th  we  got  into  the  loose  pack,  apparently  extending 
across  Lancaster  Sound  from  Cape  Warrender  and  into  Croker  Bay.  The  idea, 
therefore,  of  going  into  Dundas  Harbour,  which  I  believe  was  contemplated, 
was  abandoned,  and  we  stood  across  for  the  southern  shores  of  Lancaster  Sound. 
Sail  could  be  made  occasionally,  but  nearly  the  whole  forenoon  we  were  towed 
amongst  loose  ice  on  a  very  devious  course.  In  the  afternoon  we  got  the  sea 
pretty  clear,  with  long  leads  to  the  S.E.,andstandingonfor  Admiralty  Inlet.  At 
4li.4.5m.  came  to  in  5.1,  fms., between  the  main  land  and  Inner  Wollaston  Island,  and 
a  short  mile  from  the  former.  The  boats  were  got  out  inmicdiately,  and  sent  to 
the  place  where  Mr.  Saunders,  in  command  of  the  "North  Star"  when  out 
before  made,  made  the  dei^^jt,  to  bring  off  any  coal  still  remaining.  The  pro- 
visions had  been  broken  opvw  by  some  ])ersons  unknown,  and  the  little  remain- 
ing was  strewed  about,  (]uite  unfit  for  any  use.  Both  the  "  Phoenix  "  and 
"Talbot"  rc(|uir('d  water.  They  were  tlieref'ore  completing  it,  whilst  our  boats 
were  taking  tlie  c;oals  to  t.lie  former.  l}y  midniglit  all  was  finished,  the  boats 
lioisted  in,  and  the  ships  ready  (or  sea  again,  but  no  move  was  made  by  the 
senior  ofiiccr. 

'J'liroughout  thedaythewind  had  l)een  S.l*'. and eastwardly, moderate  thcgreatcr 
])art  of  the  time,  but  in  the  evcwiing  it  was  liglit  with  the  bnromcter  falling. 

On  tiic  morning  of  the  3()lh  the  wind  was  frcHh  Ironi  S.W.  ((I),  wliieh  placed 
\iH  on  u  Hhorc,  wil  h  not  mori^  than  A}^  fins,  under  our  sti'rn.  The  l)ar())neter 
wuH  Htiil  railing,  and  having  comj)]ete(l  what  we  had  come  for,  the  signal  to 
weigh  wa.s  most  luixiousiy  looked  forj  none,  liowever,  was  made,  nor  any 
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indication  shown  of  a  move  in  the  steamer.    At  4h.  30  m.  the  1st  reef  of  the      August  i854. 

topsails  were  taken  in,  top-gallant  yards  sent  down,  and  we  veered  to  25  fms. 

on  the  small  bower.  At  6h.  30m.  the  wind  increasing,  we  veered  to  40  fms.,  and  Gale. 

shortly  after  dropped  the  best  bower  under  foot.    The  "  Talbot "  was  astern  of 

us,  and  close  to,  with  two  anchors  down,  and  the  "  Phoenix  "  on  our  starboard 

quarter.  At  8h.30  m.  the  top-gallant  masts  were  housed,  wind  veering  from  south 

to  S.S.W.,  and  blowing  in  heavy  squalls.  At  llh.  the  small  bower  cable  parted,  Cable  parts, 

and  the  ship  began  to  drive  fiist,  the  best  bower  cable  was  veered  out,  but  the 

anchor  did  not  appear  to  hold,  as  if  dragging  over  a  rocky  bottom ;  at  length 

she  brought  up  with  only  3^  fms.  under  the  stern.    The  sheet  anchor  was  Critical  position. 

immediately  cleared,  and  the  remaining  cable  of  the  small  bower  bent,  and  it 

was  let  go.    The  top-gallant  masts  were  got  down  on  deck. 

As  we  had  neither  bower  or  more  chain  remaining,  the  stream  anchor  was 
got  up  and  bent  as  a  last  resource,  the  "  Phoenix  "  in  the  meantime  had  made 
an  attempt  to  tow  us  off  into  deeper  water,  with  a  nine-inch  hawser  she  sent 
us,  but  she  had  not  the  power,  and  was  obliged  to  anchor  again.  The  warp, 
however  we  kept  fast,  and  by  springing  the  ship  more  to  the  northward  before 
letting  go  our  sheet  anchor  we  got  deeper  water,  5  fms.  being  under  the  stern. 

In  the  afternoon  the  wind  began  to  lull  and  haul  to  the  N.W.,  when  the  ice 
was  seen  driving  in  from  the  straits,  yet  there  was  no  indication  of  a  move. 
At  3h.  we  weighed  the  sheet  anchor,  and  hove  in  on  the  best  bower  chain.  The 
barometer  was  rising,  but  the  wind  was  gradually  falling  ;  when  at  4h.  the  towing 
warp  was  taken  from  the  "  Phoenix."  Soon  after  the  signal  was  made  to 
weigh,  but  the  steamer  not  succeeding  in  getting  ahead  to  take  us  in  tow,  she 
was  obliged  to  slip  the  hawser,  consequently  we  had  to  heave  it  all  in  again.  It 
was  a  heavy  job,  for  it  was  perfectly  evident  that  the  warp  had  fouled  some- 
thing on  the  bottom ;  when,  to  the  surprise  of  all,  an  anchor,  flues  up,  was  Eecover  a  lost  anchor, 
sighted,  which  proved  to  be  the  one  the  "  North  Star  "  had  lost  when  here  last, 
in  1850.  The  chain  too  was  also  recovered,  which  by  9h.  we  had  got  in  and  au  towed  to  sea. 
secured,  were  all  under,  and  "  Phoenix"  towing  us  out  to  sea. 

Thus  have  we  had  another  narrow  escape  from  destruction.  It  was  indeed 
by  a  merciful  interposition  of  the  Divine  Providence  that  we  escaped  ;  had  the 
anchor  not  brought  up  when  it  did  nothing  could  have  saved  the  ship ;  and  had 
we  fouled  the  Talbot  (she  passed  very  close)  she  would  have  gone  too.  Why 
we  remained  after  accomplishing  what  we  came  for  no  one  knows. 

Our  course  was  along  the  land,  occasionally  running  amongst  loose  pack  ice  sist,  off  Pond's  Bay. 
on  our  way  to  Ponds  Bay,  which  on  the  afternoon  of  the  next  day  we  got  oflP. 
The  weather  at  the  time  was  quite  calm,  and  very  fine,  the  wind  having 
gradually  fallen  from  a  moderate  N.W.  wind  as  the  day  drew  on. 

Here  the  steamer  cast  us  off,  while  she  went  into  the  anchorage,  taking 
Mr.  Mertsching,  the  interpreter,  for  the  purpose  of  communicating  with  any 
natives  they  might  see.    About  10  p.m.  she  rejoined  us  again,  and  I  learnt  that  Temperature  for  the 
no  Esquimaux  were  to  be  found,  nor  anything  worthy  of  notice.     The  Max^so.  +  .Min.  27.  +  . 
"Phcenix"  took  us  in  tow  again,  and  proceeded  for  Godhaven  or  Lievely,  Mean  36.98  +  . 
Island  of  Disco. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1st  of  September  several  large  bergs  were  seen.  The  September  1854. 
Avind  was  light  from  E.  by  N.,  but  at  6  it  veered  to  N.W.  gradually,  breezing 
up  until  7h.30m.,  when  we  all  hove  to.  A  little  after  noon  we  filled  again,  and  Lat  noon,  72°  47'  n. 
bore  away,  steering  along  the  western  coast,  all  under  sail.  In  the  evening  the 
wind  falling,  and  from  E.N.E.,  the  "  Phoenix "  took  the  "  Talbot "  in  tow, 
making  a  signal  to  us  to  carry  all  sail  to  enable  us  to  keep  up.  We  now 
appeared  to  have  got  completely  in  the  vicinity  of  bergs,  but  little  or  none  of 
pack  ice  was  seen. 

About  6h.  on  the  morning  of  the  2d  we  entered  a  stream  of  loose  ice,  and  2d. 
throughout  the  day  were  running  amongst  it,  occasionally  getting  long  leads,  Lat^noon  ^77^26'  n 
and  much  water.    Our  course  was  rather  devious,  ranging  from  S.W.  ^  S.  to  Long.  67°  39' w. 
S.S.E.  (compass),  to  avoid  collision  with  the  larger  pieces.    The  steamer  had 
taken  us  in  tow  in  the  morning,  the  wind  having  completely  fallen.  The 
western  land  was  distinctly  in  sight  all  day,  but  apparently  so  belted  with  ice 
that  there  is  no  approaching  it.    The  wind  during  the  day  had  been  light  and 
variable  from  N.E.  to  N.  by  W.  (compass),  with  calm,  so  that  our  sails  were  of 
little  use. 

The  morning  of  the  3d  of  September  was  fine,  with  light  and  variable  winds,  i^at.  at  noon  70°  54'  k 
to  which  sail  was  made,  and  shortened,  according  to  circumstance.  The  ice  still  ^* 
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September  1854.  in  loose  streams,  but  in  greater  quantities  than  yesterday,  until  the  afternoon, 
when  about  4h.  we  got  into  a  good  open  sea,  with  notliing  but  large  bergs  in 
sight,  and  passed  close  to,  occasionally.  Early  this  morning  a  bear  was  seen 
swimming  about  very  close  to  the  ship. 
Clear  of  the  pack.  We  now  Considered  that  we  had  fairly  got  through  the  pack,  and  that  it  was 
an  open  season ;  certainly  very  different  from  what  we  had  been  led  to  expect 
by  the  "  Phoenix,"  for  Captain  Inglefield,  on  his  arrival  at  Beechey  Island,  gave 
us  to  understand  that  we  should  find  it  very  difficult,  in  fact  expressed  a  doubt 
of  getting  through  Baffin's  Bay,  also  that  his  ice  master,  Mr.  Manson,  had 
written  to  him  to  that  effect.  We  have,  notwithstanding  such  opinions,  found 
it  the  contrary ;  easy  of  navigation.  It  is  true  that  we  had  steam  to  aid  us,  but 
without  it  the  only  difference  would  have  been  that  we  should  not  have  got 
through  so  fast,  and  have  had  a  little  more  work. 

On  the  morning  of  the  4th  the  wind  was  from  S.  W.  blowing  rather  fresh,  and 
Sight  Greenland.       obliging  US  to  furl  all  our  squarc  sails.    At  5  30  a.m.  the  land  of  Green- 
land was  seen,  and  we  were  in  the  east  water,  with  nothing  more  to  fear  from  pack 
ice ;  bergs,  though,  were  numerous  about ;  but  those  I  trust  we  shall  avoid, 
although  the  "  Phcsnix,"  in  her  close  shaving  one,  very  nearly  placed  us  on  it. 

At  8  30  A.M.  the  breeze  had  increased.  The  "  Phoenix "  cast  both  ships 
off*,  and  made  signal  to  proceed  to  rendezvous  (Lievely).  All  therefore  made 
sail,  and  hauled  close  to  the  wind. 

The  steamer  soon  distanced  us,  and  in  the  evening  we  lost  sight  of  her.  The 
"  Talbot "  at  8  p.m.  was  to  the  westward,  about  three  miles  distant,  standing 
down  the  coast,  with  apparently  a  light  wind,  whereas  we  had  but  little,  close  in 
shore,  about  two  miles  from  Blackhook  on  a  N.  by  E.  f  E.  bearing  (compass). 
Shortly  after  5h.  the  next  morning  the  "  Talbot"  was  lost  sight  of;  and  it  was 
not  until  Sunday  morning,  the  10th,  that  we  anchored  in  the  outer  anchorage 
of  Lievely. 

Both  the  "  Phoenix  "  and  "  Talbot "  had  arrived,  the  latter  on  the  evening  of 
Friday  the  8th,  having  had  light  winds  since  the  evening  after  the  "  Phoenix  " 
left,  but  from  being  further  off"  the  land  than  we  were  she  did  not  feel  the  effect 
of  tide  or  current,  which  we  had  to  contend  with. 
Rock  off  Lievely.  Off"  Licvcly  wc  saw  Very  distinctly  the  rock  laid  down  in  the  chart,  bearing 

S.  42°  W.  8  or  9  miles  from  the  beacon.  It  broke  very  heavily  at  the  time,  with 
only  a  light  wind  (eastwardly).  It  shows  very  indistinctly  on  the  chart ;  in  fact 
nearly  covered  up  with  the  writing.  Mr.  Newton,  the  ice  mate,  late  of  "  Investi- 
gator "  and  an  old  whaler,  said  he  never  knew  there  was  such  a  rock  there.  We 
passed  inside  of  it,  within  half  a  mile,  and  saw  the  break  a  long  way  off",  appear- 
ing not  unlike  a  whale  spouting. 
Anchorage.  I  had  anchored  in  the  outer  part  of  the  harbour  or  roads,  from  the  inability  of 

turning  the  ship  in  against  the  strong  breeze  and  tide  against  us,  coming  to  with 
the  anchor  we  had  picked  up  on  the  30th  of  August  in  7  fathoms,  and  only 
bringing  up  when  we  had  veered  to  72  fathoms,  then  getting  no  less  than  41 
fathoms  under  the  stern. 

When  I  got  on  board  the  "Phoenix"  I  found  the  "Talbot"  close  lashed 
alongside,  and  had  been  supplying  the  steamer  with  coals,  &c.  She  was  com- 
plete, and  they  would  proceed  to  sea  to-morrow. 

Not  considering  the  position  I  liad  anchored  in  a  good  one,  I  mentioned  to 
Sir  E.  Belcher  my  intention  of  going  out  to  sea,  if  the  wind  still  continued  so 
fresh,  and  stand  off"  and  on  until  they  joined  me  ;  to  which  he  assented,  when  I 
returned  on  board,  and  made  all  prc})ara,tion  for  slipping. 

(Japtain  M'Clurc  now  left  us,  and  joined  the  "  Phoenix,"  taking  his  steward 
with  him. 

Jn  the  aflernoon  tlie  wind  ("oil  llglit,  and  came  in  from  the  westward,  but 
j,(jwar(ls  4  li.  it  suddenly  (lew  roiiiidto  the  enstward,  and  blew  again  n  strong  ])uffs 
\v<ri/{ii,ati(i  pui  i<,  Hoa.  oiit  ol'  thc  liarbour.    1  decided  directly  on  going  to  sea  ;  the  anchor  Avas  Iherciorc 
weighed,  jmd  we  ran  out,  standing  oil"  and  on  during  the  m'ght,  waiting  lor  our 
consorts. 

On  getting  the.  anchor,  we  (bund  one  ol"  the  flues  com])le1ely  broken  off',  so 
])( ihnps  it  wjiH  fortunate  that  we  went  out  to  sea. 
mil  On  the.  morning  of  the  lltli  we  ran  in,  and  hove  to  close  off  the  beacon. 

At  H  -10  A.M.  th(!  "Talbot"  was  seen  conn'ng  out,  followed  soon  aJter  by  the 
"  IMid-nix  ;"  when  all  made  sail  to  the  southward,  with  a  fine  fresh  breeze  from 
northwurd,  .'uid  by  thc  aid  of  towing  as  thc  wind  fell  light  thc  next  evening  wc 
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were  off  Holsteinberg.  None  went  in,  as  was  expected,  but  kept  on  our  course  to  off  Hofste^nbe-^^*" 
the  southward,  all  under  sail  only,  with  a  hght  northerly  wind. 

On  the  morning  of  the  1 5th  we  saw  the  last  piece  of  ice  in  the  shape  of  large  ^^st  ice  seen, 
berg,  Cape  Farewell  bearing  about  S.  78  E.  at  least  310  miles  distant.  Several 
displays  of  aurora  lately  had  been  witnessed,  generally  followed  by  a  breeze, 
especially  when  flying  about  in  quick  and  rapid  corruscations. 

On  the  l6th  a  breeze  came  up  from  S.E.,  with  evident  symptoms  of  its 
increasing  to  a  gale,  when  at  a  quarter  past  10  h.  in  the  forenoon  the  "  Pho3nix," 
who  had  kept  us  in  tow  since  7  o'clock  the  previous  evening,  cast  off,  and  all 
made  sail.  In  the  afternoon  it  was  blowing  a  gale  from  S.S.E.,  and  the 
"  Phoenix,"  under  steam  as  well  as  sail,  was  out  of  sight  and  ahead  at  4  o'clock.  Lose  sight  of  consorts. 
The  "  Talbot "  was  on  our  weather  beam,  but  at  midnight  she  was  not  to  be 
seen. 

The  next  day,  the  1 7th,  the  gale  was  increasing,  and  from  the  eastward,  with  a 
heavy  sea  on,  and  the  ship  labouring  heavily.  In  the  afternoon  a  sail  was  seen 
on  the  weather  beam,  which  we  concluded  to  be  the  "  Talbot."  It  was  very 
hazy  at  the  time,  and  she  was  soon  lost  sight  of  again.  Later  in  the  afternoon 
a  sail  was  seen  bearing  W.  by  N.,  but  she  was  also  lost  sight  of.  At  5  h.  30  m. 
another  was  seen  on  our  lee  quarter.  Whether  this  last  seen  was  the  "  Phcenix  " 
it  w^as  impossible  to  say,  for  the  gale  was  too  heavy  to  attempt  communicating 
in  any  way.    At  8  h.  we  hauled  up  to  S.  by  E. 

Gale  still  heavy,  and  wind  drawing  more  northwardly,  the  next  day,  but  nothing  isth. 
in  sights  The  sea  was  very  heavy.  From  N.E.  In  the  evening,  near  about  8  h.  the 
wind  suddenly  fell  light,  and  dark  and  heavy  clouds  hanging  to  the  S.  W. 
looked  like  a  shift  of  wind  from  that  quarter.  It  did  not,  however,  but  breezed 
up  again,  and  drew  gradually  round  by  north  to  westward,  with  still  the  heavy 
N.E.  sea  on,  causing  the  ship  to  roll  heavily,  and  strain  very  much.  In  fact  all 
the  first  part  of  our  passage  since  parting  from  the  "  Phoenix  "  was  a  continua- 
tion of  gales  and  strong  breezes  from  all  quarters,  following  each  other  in  quick 
succession,  until  noon  of  the  25th,  when  it  fell  at  S.S.W.,  gradually  hauling  to 
S.E.  and  east,  when  our  progress  became  very  slow.  On  the  noon  of  the  2d  a 
light  breeze  sprung  up  from  south,  backed  to  west  and  N.W.,  gradually 
increased,  and  we  made  the  land  55  minutes  after  noon  of  the  4th.  It  was  the  Make  the  land,  uth. 
Lizard,  bearing  N.  ^  E.  5  or  6  leagues  distant. 

W".  J.  S.  PuLLEN,  Commander, 

H.  M.  Ship  "  North  Star." 


Extract  from  Orders  dated  26th  July  1853. 

I  give  you  great  credit  for  your  exertions  for  the  great,  and,  as  I  may  say,  as 
an  engineer,  peculiar  tact,  you  have  displayed  throughout  the  trying  service  you 
have  gone  through,  during  the  stranding  of  your  vessel,  and  the  means  adopted 
for  her  recovery ;  and  I  would  wish  that  this  should  form  a  distinct  letter,  classed 
under  its  separate  heads,  in  order  that  their  Lordships  and  the  profession  may 
understand  the  sagacity  which  an  ice  life,  in  another  region  truly,  has  enabled 
you  to  bring  successfully  into  play  on  the  late  occasion. 

I  have  but  barely  time  to  conclude,  wishing  you  a  safe  and  pleasant  journey  to 
your  ship,  and  if  I  should,  from  casualty,  not  be  able  to  reach  or  communicate 
with  you  before  you  depart,  a  safe  voyage,  and  the  approbation  of  their  Lord- 
ships. 

Given  on  board  H.  M.  Ship  "  Assistance,"  in  Wellington  Channel, 
this  26th  July  1853. 

Edward  Belcher,  Captain, 
Commander  PuUen,  Commanding  Arctic  Expedition. 

H.  M.  Ship  "  North  Star." 


Journal,  in  Two  Parts. 

First  Part. — Letter,  and  stranding  of  ship. 
Second  Part. — Getting  off,  and  recovery  of  anchor. 
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No.  1 . — Separate  Report  of  the  Stranding  and  Recovery  of  Her  Majesty's 

Ship  "  North  Star." 

Her  Majesty's  Discovery  Ship  "  North  Star," 
Sir,  Beechey  Island,  26th  August  185.3. 

1.  In  compliance  with  the  desire  expressed  in  a  passaj^e  of  your  orders 
to  me,  and  which  I  received  off  Cape  Majendie  (head  of  Wellington  Channel, 
Arctic  Seas),  I  hastened  to  lay  before  you  a  separate  account  of  the  stranding 
and  every  means  used  for  extricating  the  ship  under  my  command  from  the 
position  in  which  she  was  unfortunately  thrown  by  circumstances  over  which 
no  human  power  had  any  control,  also  how  she  was  kept  in  an  upright  position, 
without  shores,  and  in  safety,  throughout  a  long  and  dreary  period  of  nine 
months. 

2.  Imperfect  as  such  a  narrative  may  be,  not  pretending  to  any  facility  with 
the  pen,  yet  I  trust  it  will  be  understood,  and  fully  show  others  who  may 
possibly  find  themselves  in  a  like  position,  that,  however  apparently  helpless  it 
may  appear,  or  small  your  means,  there  will  generally  be  found  a  way  of  getting 
out  of  it.  Ours,  I  will  venture  to  say,  has  been  one  unparalleled  in  Arctic 
regions. 

3.  For  the  commendations  you  have  been  pleased  to  bestow  on  me  I  feel 
grateful ;  but  I  cannot  forget  to  state  that  my  executive  officers  have  been 
equally  sharers  in  the  difficult  task,  particularly  Mr.  Pullen,  the  master,  and 
Mr.  Shellabear,  the  second  master ;  the  former  an  officer  of  some  standing,  and 
the  latter  having  had  experience  amongst  ice  before.  And,  in  conclusion,  I 
shall  not  now,  or  hope  ever,  forget,  that  had  not  a  merciful  God  stretched  forth 
His  hand  at  the  proper  time  and  continued  His  help  throughout  no  earthly 
power  could  have  averted  our  entire  wreck, 

I  have,  &c., 

W.  J.  S.  Pullen,  Commander. 

To  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B., 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Assistance," 

Commanding  Arctic  Squadron. 


Narrative  of  the  Stranding  and  Recovery  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North 
Star  "  in  Erebus  and  Terror  Bay,  Beechey  Island,  Arctic  Regions. 
Winter  of  1852  and  1853. 

Anchorage.    Weather.    Movements  of  the  ice. 

The  "  North  Star,"  in  September  1 852,  was  lying  in  Erebus  and  Terror  Bay, 
watching  most  anxiously  for  the  final  closing  of  what  had  evidently  been  a  very 
open  season,  and  when  the  ice  would  set  sufficiently  fast  and  firm  to  enable  us 
to  cut  in  a  short  distance,  to  take  up  our  final  berth,  and  house  over. 

The  ship  was  lying  in  7  fms.  of  water,  on  a  bottom  with  a  slight  coat  of  gravel 
over  a  stiff  mud  or  marl,  riding  by  the  small  bower  anchor,  sixty  fathoms  of 
chain  out,  and  about  a  (juarter  of  a  mile  from  the  shore,  well  within  the  line 
})etween  the  southern  part  of  the  cliffs  of  Beechey  Island  and  Cape  Riley. 

]'\)r  tlic  last  week  in  September  nuicli  old  broken  ice  had  driven  into  the  bay, 
and  ])retty  fre(juently  throughout  tlie  montli  the  sheltered  })arts  had  frozen  over, 
but  the  slightest  breeze  would  soon  break  it  up,  and  we  could  go  about  with  the 
boats.  Noo))  of  the  27tl),  much  heavy  ice  was  seen  driving  to  the  westward 
outside,  l)ul  the  l)iiy  at  times  was  j)retty  clear.  In  tlie  evening,  the  wind  springing 
up  from  IC.S.Ii.,  large  quantities  passed  in,  striking  the  ship  heavily  as  it  came  in 
contact. 

llcamj  gale,    t^hip  drives  on  the  ground. 

Early  on  the  nioiiiiiig  of  th(^  281,Ii  of  Se])teml)('r  the  wind  veered  to  S,E., 
blew  (Vcsli  occasionally,  and  the  ice  was  iiicic^asing,  not  in  (|Uiuitily  but  in 
wcjglil,  driving  iiist  into  llic  bny,  juul  lining  the  whole  noitJiern  slioi-es  ms 
well  us  I  lie  eastern  sliorcs  of  Uccclicy  Isliuid.  However,  at  3  a.m.  it  was  st  ill,  and 
(Jilt  to  Kcuvv.'ird  was  a  coiiiplctc  iiiasH  of  heavy  old  tloe  i)ieces  lieiiped  together  in 
cliiiotic  coiil'uHion.  All  was  Htill  until  six  in  the  evening,  when,  on  the  Avind 
bicc/ing  ii|)  Aoiii  S.M.  l»y  !'].,  the  ice  was  iigain  in  motion,  and  piling  up  around 
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us  in  large  masses.  In  this  way  did  it  continue  until  8  p.m.,  when  the  wind  fell, 
I  and  I  was  in  hopes  that  no  more  movements  would  take  place,  particularly  as 
the  barometer  showed  no  indication  of  change  in  weather ;  the  aneroid  is  the 
one  I  speak  of ;  a  most  valuable  and  sensitive  instrument ;  it  has  been  rising  since 
midnight  of  the  27  th ;  the  weather,  too,  was  beautifully  clear,  with  not  a  cloud 
in  the  heavens.  At  lOh.  the  ice  was  pretty  thick  in  the  bay,  all  heavy  floe 
pieces,  when  at  lOh.  30m.  a  gale  came  on  from  S.E.,  up  to  8  in  a  moment,  and  once 
more  a  movement  commenced,  although  I  had  reason  to  think  that  the  bay  was 
completely  full.  The  ice  now  passed  us  rapidly,  and  it  was  impossible  to  avoid 
collision ;  still  the  ship  rode  well,  and  there  appeared  no  very  great  strain  on  the 
cable.  At  lOh.  45m.  there  came  on  such  a  quick  succession  of  heavy  squalls  that 
began  to  feel  apprehensive  for  our  safety,  for  with  the  weight  of  ice  now  pressing 
on  the  ship,  together  with  the  gale,  the  cable  stretched  out  like  an  "  iron  bar," 
all  Hghter  ice  running  up  on  it,  and  parting,  whilst  the  heavier  stuff  closed  in 
about  the  bows,  adding  so  greatly  to  the  strain  that  I  fully  expected  to  see  it 
part.  Veering  I  felt  to  be  out  of  the  question,  as  it  would  give  the  ice  such 
additional  impetus  that  we  could  not  possibly  cheek  up  again.  To  let  go  another 
anchor  equally  useless,  for  it  would  never  reach  the  bottom  ;  and  as  I  considered 
both  ground  tackle  and  holding  good,  with  the  strain  steady,  though  heavy,  our 
best  chance  was  to  hold  fast,  for  the  ice  apparently  being  so  close  packed  through- 
out the  whole  bay,  it  might  possibly  receive  some  check.  At  lOh.  50m.  there  was 
an  increase  in  the  wind,  and  so  much  strain  that  I  determined  on  trying  the 
other  anchor  ;  the  best  bower  was  therefore  let  go  ;  but,  as  I  anticipated,  it  lay 
alongside,  and  ranging  aft  towards  the  gangway,  but  no  impression  made,  as  far 
as  going  through  on  the  ice.  We  could  do  nothing  more.  The  yards  had  been 
long  braced  to  the  wind,  and  topgallant  masts  on  deck.  All  that  was  now  re- 
maining was  the  quarter  deck  housing,  with  a  clear  passage  right  through ;  so  it 
could  hold  but  little  wind.  Our  situation  was  indeed  a  helpless  one,  and  the 
ship  trembled  under  the  pressure.  I  felt  it  could  not  last  long  ;  the  chain  must 
!  either  part  or  the  anchor  drag,  and  the  vessel  be  driven  in,  and  perhaps  crushed 
among  the  heavy  stuff,  for  the  ice  passing  by  us  appeared  of  enormous  size, 
magnified  doubtless  by  the  glare  of  light  from  a  brilliant  moon  in  a  cloudless 
sky.  There  was  no  occasion  to  turn  the  hands  up,  for  all  were  on  deck,  and  saw 
no  effort  could  prevent  whatever  fate  awaited  us.  We  had  an  enemy  to  contend 
with  that  no  human  power  could  check,  and  I  am  happy  to  say  that  all  were 
calm  and  steady.  At  1  Ih.  the  ship  began  to  drive  ;  the  water,  from  7  fms.  in 
which  she  was  lying,  was  soon  shoaled  to  4^  fms.,  with  still  heavy  pressure  (yet  I 
thought  the  ice  not  moving  so  rapidly).  At  1  Ih.  20m.  she  took  the  ground  astern, 
when  her  head  was  immediately  forced  round  to  the  N.E.  as  if  she  had  been  on  a 
pivot  under  her  heel,  and  nearly  over  on  her  beam  ends,  wrenching  the  rudder, 
which  was  choked,  into  sphnters,  about  the  sheave  hole,  broadside  to,  and  nearly 
on  top  of  a  shoal  patch,  just  about  1,400  feet  from  where  the  anchor  was  let  go. 
This  brought  the  wind  on  the  beam,  and  the  ice  still  running  I  fully  expected 
to  see  it  either  coming  up  over  the  side  or  through  the  ship's  bottom.  The 
gale,  too,  was  now  9  in  strength,  snowing  hard,  with  a  dark  and  stormy  looking 
sky.    Barometer  still  steady. 

At  1  Ih.  50m.  it  was  about  high  water,  very  nearly,  too,  the  highest  springs,  and 
as  it  slacked  off  the  ice  must  have  eased,  for  the  ship  began  gradually  to  rise,  so 
that  at  midnight  she  was  nearly  on  an  even  keel.  The  well  was  instantly 
sounded,  and  found  all  right.  The  ice  quartermasters  sounded  round  the  ship  whilst 
the  men  hove  up  the  best  bower,  still  on  the  ice,  and  a  taut  strain  on  the  small 
bower,  well  out,  and  broad  on  the  beam,  or  southward.  The  soundings  were  as 
follows,  viz.  :  13  ft.  6  in.  on  starboard  bow,  14  ft.  on  starboard  gangway,  and 
13  ft.  3  in.  on  starboard  quarter,  1 1  ft.  only  on  port  bow,  12  ft.  on  gangway,  and 
same  on  the  quarter. 

Preparation  in  the  event  of  having  to  desert  the  Ship, 

After  the  anchors  were  secured,  a  quantity  of  provisions,  &c.  were  got  on 
deck,  and  placed  all  ready  for  handing  into  the  boats,  although  the  chances  were 
)    much  against  many,  if  not  all,  getting  to  the  shore,  in  the  state  the  ice  was,  and 
\    the  dark  and  heavy  weather  evincing  evident  signs  that  the  gale  was  not  over 
yet.    As  the  tide  fell  the  ship  went  over  on  her  port  broadside  to  a  heel  of 
254-  degrees  at  low  water.  Life  lines  were  therefore  got  up,  ar^d  deck  battened,  to 
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carry  on  the  necessary  duties,  for  bad  as  the  prospect  was  I  still  hoped  we  might 
yet  get  off,  as  wc  had  so  often  experienced  the  effect  of  the  wind  upon  the  ice ; 
yet  it  had  never  been  so  heavy  as  what  was  in  now.  All,  1  think,  trusted  to  this  ; 
but  our  small  crew  (41)  was  principally  against  us;  yet  the  men  knowing  this 
full  well,  and  that  it  could  not  be  possibly  effected  before  next  springs,  worked 
on  cheerfully  in  the  new  and  very  novel  kind  of  labour. 

Clearing  holds,  Sfc,    Preparations.    Effects  of  tide  on  ice. 

September  29th,  1852.  All  wcre  uow  busy  clearing  holds,  and  getting  provision  on  decks,  for  landing 
when  we  can  see  clearly  the  way  before  us ;  for  there  was  so  much  snow  falling 
in  the  long  continued  squalls  that  it  was  not  until  9  o'clock,  in  a  lull,  that  an 
attempt  could  be  made.  One  thing  favourable  was,  the  ice  being  stationary, 
and  we  were  a  little  more  than  a  thousand  feet  from  the  shore.  A  party  which 
was  sent  to  explore  returned  with  such  discouraging  reports  of  the  road  being 
so  hummocky,  and  the  number  of  large  and  wide  fissures,  partially  filled  up 
with  sludge  and  snow,  deceiving  some  to  their  cost,  that,  considering  it  too 
dangerous  to  risk  either  accident  or  loss,  I  deferred  it  to  a  more  fitting  time. 
On  sounding  round  the  ship  again  at  the  high  water,  and  finding  the  deepest 
ahead,  with  enough  within  a  dozen  feet  of  the  stem  to  float  her,  preparations 
were  begun  for  heaving-off.  At  11  h.  the  weather  cleared  a  little,  and  there 
was  seen  lying  in  the  entrance  of  the  bay  a  large  berg,  besides  several  small 
ones,  which  I  doubt  not  greatly  aided  in  pressing  the  ice  in.  The  chain  pumps 
had  been  rigged,  and  tried  directly  the  ship  righted  again ;  but  happily  she 
made  no  water  yet.  The  main  deck  ports  were  all  barred  in  and  caulked,  with 
everything  well  secured  for  any  contingency.  At  1 . 15  p.m.  it  was  high  water, 
and,  sounding  round  the  ship,  we  got  different  depths  from  what  we  obtained 
last  night,  caused  most  probably  by  the  ice.  Now  we  got  13  feet  on  starboard 
bow,  and  12  feet  6  inches  on  port.  The  ice  being  loose  and  sludgey  about 
the  bows,  a  strain  was  hove  on  the  small  bower  cable,  but  it  had  no  effect  what- 
ever on  the  ship,  the  anchor  coming  home  as  she  fell  with  the  tide.  At  2  h.  the 
ice  in  the  bay,  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  to  the  eastward,  was  seen  driving  to  the 
southward,  forming  a  narrow  lane  or  pool  of  open  water.  This  could  only  be 
caused  by  tide  coming  through  the  channel  between  Beechey  Island  and  the 
main,  for  the  Avind  was  still  blowing  hard  from  S.S  E.  8.  At  low  water  the 
least  depth  we  got  was  6  feet  on  the  port  bow.  At  lOh.  the  gale  was  up  again  to 
9,  with  heavy  snow ;  however,  the  ice  remained  stationary,  and  at  midnight  the 
gale  fell  once  more. 

Gale  breaks.    Able  to  land  stores,  ^c.    Purchases  rove.    Examination  of 

state  of  ice  in  bay. 

The  gale  broke  very  early  on  the  morning  of  the  30th,  and  as  the  tides  were 
now  taking  off  I  could  do  nothing  towards  moving  the  ship  more  than  heave 
taut  on  the  small  bower  anchor  Finding  the  fissures  in  the  ice  wcre  now 
somewhat  filled  in  and  frozen  hard,  and  after  bridging  many  places  with  planks, 
we  (tominenccd  landing  stores,  (\rc.  We  were  constantly  employed  with  dogs 
and  men  about  this  service  until  the  afternoon  of  the  8th,  with  the  exception  of 
the  intervening  Sunday,  and  a  day  that  it  blew  so  hard  from  the  southwai-d  and 
eastward,  with  thi('k  i'jilling  snow,  that  we  could  iiot  see  onr  road.  However,  we 
had  niaiiiiged  to  get  altogcilier  'M)  tons  out  of  the  ship  and  on  shore.  This  I 
considered  sufficient  to  lighten  the  vessel,  and  as  there  was  a  probability  yet  of 
l)cing  driven  out  to  sea  I  would  not  get  any  more  out.  '^Phe  purchases  were  all 
rearly  and  rove  by  the  lllh;  the  lirst  was  the  stream  chain  and  cable.  The 
anchor  was  carried  out  ajid  buried  in  the  ice,  therelbre  soon  frozen  in,  at  about 
twice.  Ilic  Hhijj'H  length  to  the  N.!*..  by  IC.  (true).  'I'he  cable  was  brought  into 
the  small  bovver  hawsoholc,  juid  to  the  vvindhiss,  with  the  double  purcliiise  on. 
The  remainder  of  the  chain  wns  |):isscd  round  the  shi])  for  ;i,  neekhice,  and  to  it, 
at  the  Hteni,  !i,  lO-inrh  jloidjlc  blo(  k  was  sei/c(L  'I'en  (eet  wilhin  where  the 
Btrciuti  (Uh  lior  was  buried  !i,  large  toggles  was  phieed  in  ict;  with  a  chain 
Htrop  round  it,  to  which  w.is  !i(ta(;hed  two  17-incli  single  blocks,  and  out;  of  our  \, 
own  top  blf)cks.  A  '1-inch  hawser  (wh.'de  line)  was  i-ove,  th(>  standing  |)ai'l  fast 
fo  llic  necklace,  <uhI  t  he  (all  led  in  t  hrough  t  he  poi  t-  luiwsc- hole,  thence  all  to 
the  capHtan.   These  blocks  originally  belonged  to  the  "  M'licllan  "  whaler.  Wc 
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little  thought,  when  we  took  them,  that  we  should  so  soon  have  to  use  them. 
The  lower  yards  and  topmasts  were  housed. 

I  felt  very  anxious  to  get  over  the  ice,  and  examine  into  its  state,  and 
perhaps  be  better  able  to  form  an  opinion  on  the  position  we  were  in,  and  the 
chances  of  getting  oif  this  winter.    This  I  could  not  effect  until  the  30th  of 
September,  and  then  only  by  a  view  from  the  shore,  for  the  ice  was  in  so  many 
places  separated  by  wide  fissures,  and  wind  occasionally  blowing  in  heavy  gusts, 
that  it  was  hardly  possible  otherwise.    I  got  on  shore  abreast  of  the  ship,  an(l 
walked  along  the  eastern  shores  of  Beechey  Island  to  the  northern  part  of  the 
bay,  and,  although  I  could  not  see  much  of  its  outer  boundary,  had  a  good 
view  well  across  to  the  eastern  shores,  and  saw  quite  sufficient  to  convince  me 
that,  however  bad  our  present  position  was,  it  might  have  been  worse.   The  bay, 
with  the  exception  of  that  one  spot  of  open  Avater  left  clear  by  the  ice  driving 
out  yesterday,  now  about  a  mile  in  length,  and  certainly  not  more  than  300  feet 
in  breadth,  is  covered  over  with  old  broken-up  heavy  masses,  and  forced  up  into 
hummocks  from  10  to  12  feet  in  height,  with  occasionally  single  berg-hke 
pieces  at  least  20  feet  above  the  surface.    I  felt  most  thankful  for  having  been 
so  close  inshore  before  driving ;  for  I  am  confident,  had  we  been  only  half  a 
cable  further  to  the  eastward,  we  should  have  had  this  heavy  ice  to  contend 
with,  driven  sooner,  and  now  in  all  probability  lying  a  helpless  wreck  amongst 
it.    It  would  have  been  impossible  to  have  resisted  its  pressure,  and  it  would 
have  either  gone  over  or  through  us,  after  bringing  up  at  the  head  of  the  bay, 
whose  whole  northern  shores  exhibit  ice  lying  heap  upon  heap  in  inextricable 
confusion.    Close  along  the  eastern  shores  of  Beechey  Island,  in  the  bend 
formed  by  the  long,  low,  and  narrow  point,  is  a.  good  extent  of  smooth 
floe,  where  we  might  possibly  have  laid  snug ;  but  the  difficulty  would  then 
have  been  in   getting  out  again,  against  which  I  hadbeen  so  cautioned. 
Again,  riding  there  with  the  strong  east  and  N.E,  winds,  which  we  have  had 
very  frequently,  we  could  not  possibly  veer  without  tailing  on  the  ground. 
Proceeding  on  towards  Union  Bay,  found,  when  I  got  sight  of  it,  that  it  was 
completely  clear  of  ice.    It  was  only  a  few  days  ago  that  I  was  walking  on  it. 
On  the  5th  of  October  I  had  another  examination,  and  from  the  summit  of 
Beechey  Island,  from  its  N.W.  part,  I  saw  Wellington  Channel  closed,  except- 
ing a  few  short  lanes  of  water  here  and  there.    The  ice  was  very  hummocky. 
A  thick  coating  of  new  made  ice  covered  Union  Bay  inside  a  line  from  Cape 
Spencer  to  a  short  distance  west  of  the  "  Resolute's  "  cairn  on  Beechey  Island. 
From  the   southern  part  of  the  island   I   got  a  good  view  of  Barrow 
Straits,  exhibiting  a  great  portion  of  open  water  yet,  but  large  quantities  of 
heavy  sailing  ice.    A  continuation  of  the  wind,  then  blowing  N.W.,  although 
light,  would  soon  make  a  clear  sea ;  somewhat  stronger  would  drive  the  ice  out 
out  of  Erebus  and  Terror  Bay ;  indeed,  we  expected  something  of  that  sort 
before  a  final  close  of  the  season,  and  prepared  for  it  by  lying  out  warps,  &c. 

The  lane  of  open  water  to  the  eastward  of  the  ship,  which  opened  out  some 
few  days  ago,  extended  like  a  river  quite  to  the  edge  of  the  ice,  and  joined  that 
in  the  straits. 

Some  of  the  floe  pieces  about  the  ship  were  very  heavy  ;  one  on  the  port 
quarter,  close  to,  15  feet  in  thickness  ;  another,  a  little  more  distant,  20.  The 
one  on  the  port  quarter  may  possibly  have  prevented  her  driving  further  on  the 
shoal ;  for  at  low  water,  when  she  falls  over,  she  lays  almost  touching  it.  At 
at  a  later  period,  12th  October,  I  was  again  walking  on  the  ice,  and  this  time 
out  towards  the  strait.  The  long  line  of  open  water  was  now  frozen  over, 
showing  a  solid  smooth  floe.  On  either  side  of  it  the  ice  was  piled  in  heavy 
hummocks.  From  abreast  the  point  of  coast  within  Northumberland  House, 
from  one  half  to  a  cable's  length  off  the  beach,  was  an  accumulation  of  heavy 
berg  pieces  and  hummocks,  formed  by  the  piling  of  crushed  ice,  20  to  50  feet 
above  the  surface  level.  It  would  have  been  certain  destruction  to  anything 
amongst  it ;  tremendous  indeed  must  have  been  the  pressure,  and  all  along  the 
whole  southern  and  western  shores  of  the  island  was  the  like  endless  confusion. 
Now,  supposing  we  had  been  lying  further  out,  and  driven  in  amongst  it, 
nothing  could  have  saved  us.  No  boats  could  have  got  over  snch  stuff  in  such 
weather  as  on  the  night  of  the  gale,  or  at  any  other  time. 
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First  heave  on  tlte  purcli/xses.    Sawing  and  yarhuclding. 

The  first  heave  we  got  on  the  purchases  was  at  noon  on  the  13th  October. 
The  tides  had  been  gradually  getting  up,  every  preparation  was  made,  and  we 
were  looking  anxiously  for  the  highest,  which  we  found  generally  to  be  on  the 
afternoon  of  the  second  day  after  the  full  and  change  of  moon  ;  but  winds 
influence  them  greatly,  north  or  north-west  increasing  them.  On  the  13th 
at  noon  it  was  high  water,  the  greatest  depth  being  13  feet.  The  purchases 
were  then  only  hove  to  a  taut  strain,  and  we  continue  blowing  the  ice  up 
and  clearing  it  away  from  about  the  bows ;  but  from  the  lowness  of  the  tem- 
perature, ranging  for  the  last  few  days  between  6.  —  and  7.  + ,  the  process  was 
very  slow,  for  so  much  sludge  remaining  added  greatly  to  the  speedy  formation 
of  the  young  ice.  However,  if  we  could  only  move  the  ship  three  or  four  feet 
ahead  with  the  first  efforts,  I  should  consider  our  getting  off  certain  before  the 
winter  finally  set  in ;  and  by  the  end  of  this  month,  October,  if  not  able,  we 
must  give  it  up  for  the  season. 

On  the  morning  of  the  14th,  at  twenty  minutes  after  midnight,  the  tide  was 
higher  than  we  have  yet  had  it ;  so,  all  being  ready,  purchases  manned,  and 
charges  placed  (4  lb.),  we  hove  taut,  then  blew  up,  so  completely  shattering 
and  loosening  the  ice  about  the  bows,  through  which  we  might  have  hove  the 
ship  at  least  eight  feet  on  end,  but  unfortunately  there  was  not  sufficient  water. 
The  tide  soon  beginning  to  fall,  it  M^as  given  up  at  once.  On  the  afternoon  of 
the  same  day  there  was  a  higher  tide,  which  we  had  expected  and  prepared 
for,  were  ready,  and  made  every  effort,  but  it  was  equally  fruitless  ;  we  could  not 
move  the  ship,  notwithstanding  the  depth  of  water  was  greater  than  at  any 
previous  time.  There  was  14  feet  8  inches  on  each  bow,  13  feet  8  inches  on 
starboard  gangway,  13  feet  2  inches  on  port  gangway,  and  13  feet  10  inches 
by  stern-post.  The  least  water  was  therefore  amidships.  The  tides  were  now 
taking  off,  and  finding,  from  the  low  temperature,  so  much  difl'iculty  in  keeping 
any  space  open  that  we  cleared,  I  feared  very  much  that  we  should  not  get 
off  until  the  spring  of  next  year ;  but  as  I  could  not  think  of  giving  up  as  long  as 
we  could  work  on  the  ice,  I  determined  on  trying  what  we  could  do  with  the 
saws  and  parbuckles,  in  an  attempt  to  clear  out  a  dock.  Although  I  knew  it 
would  freeze  over  again,  yet  we  might  get  clear  of  this  heavy  floe  lying  directly 
in  our  way,  measuring  from  seven  to  eight  feet  in  thickness,  when  we  could 
more  easily  break  out  the  young  ice,  and  open  the  water  when  the  next  high 
tides  drew  on,  which  would  be  on  the  29th.  Should  our  efforts  be  then 
ineffectual,  we  must  give  it  up  for  the  season. 

We  commenced  on  the  morning  of  the  14th,  with  the  saws,  close  under  the 
bows  ;  and  on  the  same  evening  had  only  cut  and  parbuckled  out  a  space  of 
twelve  feet  by  ten,  when  we  came  close  on  the  heavy  stuff,  consequently  pro- 
gress became  slower.  We  began  on  the  piece  before  mentioned  directly  in  the 
line  of  dock,  old  and  solid  stuff,  from  thirty  by  forty  feet  over,  and  seven  to 
eight  feet  in  thickness,  which,  grounding  at  low  water,  our  saws  would  make 
but  little  impression  on  it.  Finding  this  to  be  the  case,  and  the  ice  outside 
still  in  the  same  line,  much  thinner,  the  triangles  were  removed  ;  but,  notwith- 
standing more  progress  was  made,  with  the  thermometer  at  so  low  a  tempera- 
ture, the  water  froze  nearly  as  fast  as  it  was  opcTied,  greatly  accelerated  by  the 
sludge  and  small  stuff,  wliich  could  never  be  effectually  cleared  out,  really 
()ccu|)ying  more  time  than  the  actual  sawing,  and  the  work  of  the  previous  day 
liad  to  be  gone  over  again  fre(|uently  before  we  could  connnence  wliere  we  had 
left  off.  This  was  by  no  means  encouraging;  and  liowevcr  reluctant  I  might 
be  to  giv(^  up  cntii'cly,  the  time  was  not  far  distant  when  there  Avould  be  no 
choice.  Doubts  too  were  intruding  of  whether  our  strength  was  suUicient,  for 
a  crew  of  41  (inchiding  ollicers)  is  indeed  a  small  complement  for  so  heavy  a 
ahip  (TjOO  tons)  at  the  l)est  of  times  in  these  regions,  but  bL'ing  placed  in  such 
a  f)osili(;n  Ihe.  want  of  strength  was  sadly  feH;  and  I  feel  confident  that  tlu'cc 
titncH  tlie  niunber  would  have  (biuid  it  a,  hai'd  job,  constantly  at  it  too,  to  clear 
a  dock  out,  and  keep  it  f)pen  to  hea,ve  into  l)y  the  next  tides  (2i)th). 

At  all  events,  I  del ciinlncd  on  making  ww.  more  elfoi't,  l)y  |^)la(M"ng  the  whole 
of  «^u- hi icngt h  in  a.nolliei'  part,  where,  could  we  clear  the  ice  out,  the  ])ro- 
bability  of  moving  the  Hhip  was  greatly  in  our  favour.  This  once  ed'eelcd, 
however  Hinall,  W(!  might  so  shatter   the   ie('  willi  l'oui-|)ound  cliarf^es  that 


819 


heaving  through  it  to  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  to  float  in  might  be 
accomplished. 

This  new  place  was  on  the  starboard  side  of  the  ship,  where  the  ice  was  of 
more  uniform  thickness,  although  heavy  ;  but  from  the  very  circumstance  of 
its  being  open  and  broken  close  to,  caused  by  the  vessel's  rising  and  falling 
with  the  tide,  the  work  would  not  be  so  heavy,  consequently  more  progress 
would  be  made ;  the  small  bower  anchor  was  also  in  a  good  position.  We 
therefore  commenced  on  the  18th  close  aft  on  the  starboard  side,  about  ten  feet 
from  the  ship's  quarter,  cutting  in  a  line  so  as  to  open  a  space  for  her  to  pass 
on  the  starboard  or  south  side  of  the  large  floe  piece  ;  then,  by  keeping  a  little 
to  port  (to  clear  another  floe  piece),  and  once  and  a  half  more  her  length  in 
the  original  hne  of  dock,  or  to  the  N.E.,  the  desired  place  would  be  gained, 
making  the  whole  distance  to  be  accomplished  three  times  the  length  of  the 
ship.    (See  diagram.) 


The  dotted  line,  first  dock,  a,  heavy  floe  piece.  The  dark  line,  the  second 
cuts,  only  partially  accomplished,  to  C.  AA.,  purchase  blocks  and  stream 
anchor.  B,  position  of  small  bower  anchor.  DD,  toggle  in  ice  with  long  strops 
for  mast-head  tackles. 

Although  the  difference  in  depth  of  water  in  the  new  cut  for  about  12  feet  broad- 
side off*  was  but  shght,  still  it  was  the  great  object  to  get  clear  of  the  heavy 
floe  piece.  We  therefore  set  to  work  with  a  will,  and  laboured  incessantly  until  Oct.  isss. 
the  29th  (the  day  of  the  highest  tide).  And  having  only  got  a  little  before  the 
forechains,  with  the  space  we  had  already  opened  frozen  over  solid,  and  nearly 
as  thick  as  when  we  began,  with  loose  and  large  pieces  amongst  it  that  had 
been  forced  from  under  the  main  ice  by  tide,  was  sufficient  proof  of  the 
inutility  of  continuing  any  further  attempts  for  getting  the  ship  afloat  this 
season.  I  therefore  gave  up  the  idea,  feeling  it  more  imperative  on  me  to  do 
so  as  the  work  in  such  weather  was  beginning  to  tell  on  the  men  ;  their  feet 
frequently  getting  wet ;  and  there  not  being  sufficient  time,  from  the  period  of 
leaving  off"  work  to  commencing  again  the  next  day,  to  dry  their  single  pair 
of  cloth  boots,  I  ordered  the  second  pair  to  be  issued,  particularly  as  there  was 
work  yet  before  us  of  no  ordinary  kind,  and  requiring  every  energy  to 
accomplish  it. 

The  saws  were  laid  aside,  and  our  sole  attention  was  directed  to  this  work, 
viz.,  an  endeavour  to  keep  the  ship  on  an  even  keel  without  water  under  her 
(the  least  we  have  had  was  four  feet),  for  this  constantly  rising  and  falling 
with  the  tide,  as  she  has  hitherto  been  doing,  would  soon  make  her  quite 
uninhabitable,  if  not  prevented.  It  had  in  the  first  period  of  our  disaster  been 
amehorated  by  the  heat  from  the  small  stoves ;  but  as  the  season  advanced 
it  was  getting  as  bad  as  ever.  The  winter  housing  we  had  now  over 
complete,  working  at  it  with  four  men  at  the  same  time  the  others  were 
sawing  outside. 
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Thoughts  of  how  to  keep  ship  on  an  even  Iceel.  Steps  taken  to  accomplish 
it.  Success  in  the  endeavour.  Premature  conclusions.  Deepest  water. 
The  rudder  unsliipped.    Winds  and  temperature. 

To  keep  the  ship  on  an  even  keel  when  the  tide  left  her,  shoring  naturally 
recurred  to  me ;  but  a  moment's  reflection  told  me  at  once  that  liere  it  would 
never  do,  for  with  the  ice  rising  and  falling  they  would  soon  be  displaced,  and 
down  would  come  the  ship,  with  every  probability  of  never  rising  again.  It 
then  came  to  my  recollection  the  scores  of  times  when  employed  as  an 
assistant  under  Captain  now  Admiral  Owen  in  the  survey  of  the  Bay  of 
Fundy  I  had  when  in  command  of  one  of  the  tenders,  laid  high  and  dry 
alongside  of  wharves,  &c.,  in  dock,  without  doing  more  than  give  a  heel  in ; 
and  the  idea  struck  me,  that  could  such  a  thing  be  got  here  it  would 
answer  our  purpose  well,  and  keep  the  ship  in  an  upright  position  quite  as 
effectually  as  wood  and  stone.  One  difference  was,  and  that  a  material  one ; 
we  were  large,  they  were  small.  However  I  determined  on  trying  it,  for  to 
lie  with  a  heavy  list  for  at  least  eight  months  in  such  a  season  was  a  most 
serious  thing  for  contemplation,  and  the  greatest  difficulty  I  felt  would  be  in 
getting  a  solid  foundation  to  build  on. 

To  effect  this,  I  first  proposed  filling  the  water  and  all  other  empty  casks 
we  had,  and  placing  them  a  certain  distance,  say  twenty  feet,  from  the  port 
side  of  the  ship,  the  side  she  always  fell  on ;  and  when  the  contents  froze  as 
well  as  themselves  (by  means  of  poured  water)  build  on  the  intervening 
space,  until  such  a  mass  accumulated  that  no  tides  would  float  it  off  the 
ground,  and  finally  increased  to  such  a  wall  that  the  ship  might  lay  against 
it  without  the  fear  of  her  weight  breaking  it  down,  even  when  assisted  by 
strong  winds.  This  work  was  carried  on  at  the  same  time  as  the  sawing. 
Every  piece  of  ice  parbuckled  out,  &c.,  was  broken  up,  and  thrown  in  on  the 
port  side  of  the  ship  wherever  an  open  space  presented,  thereby  filling  up  under 
the  bilge,  and  so  increasing  the  whole  with  the  accumulated  weight  that  large 
pieces  cracked  from  the  main  body,  freely  admitting  water  as  the  tide  rose,  and 
overflowing,  the  rapid  freezing  soon  forming  it  into  a  solid  and  immoveable 
mass,  that  not  even  springs  could  affect. 

For  the  first  tide  or  t  ,  o  after  commencing  the  weight  of  the  ship  crushed 
all  down,  but  so  slowly  that  I  apprehend  no  damage  could  have  been  received; 
when,  being  about  to  place  the  casks,  found  we  were  gaining,  having  worked  to 
such  purpose  that  on  the  evening  of  the  second  day  after  commencing  this 
unusual  method  of  keeping  a  ship  on  an  even  keel  at  low- water  she  was  held  up 
two  degrees  from  the  extreme  heel  of  253-  degrees  consequentl}^  our  casks  ^vere 
now  not  being  required. 

In  another  way,  too,  we  appeared  to  have  derived  benefit  from  the  piling  and 
filling  up  the  vacant  spaces,  for  the  ice  had  apparently  acted  as  a  wedge,  and 
somewhat  forced  her  to  starl)oard,  for  the  soundings  on  that  side  were  more 
regular  and  a  trifle  deeper.  Tin's  was  indeed  good  news,  especially  after  our 
former  labours  having  so  failed,  and  we  carried  on  the  work  with  renewed 
vigour,  finally  gettin;^'  her  up  to  7*4,  degrees  of  heel  by  Saturday  the  30th  October. 
I'his  I  considered  (juite  suflicient,  and  took  no  further  steps  to  lessen  it;  but  a 
strong  breeze  coming  on  the  same  day  gave  the  wall  a  good  trial.  It  yielded  a 
little,  for  she  went  over  to  9.J>  degrees.  The  piling  in  consequence  was  renewed 
for  a  time,  when  the  wind,  S.l''.  and  S.S.K.,  again  falling,  the  ship  came  back  to 
'^l  degrees. 

1  now  looked  upon  llu;  outside  work  as  completed,  the  ship  safe,  and  certainly 
in  as  snug  a  posiiioii  as  could  possibly  be  exjiected,  under  circunistnnces ;  her 
iiiterior  condition,  too,  was  improving.  All  gear  was  Iherelbie  unrove,  mast- 
head tackles,  which  had  been  got  up  in  hopes  they  might  help  in  keeping  her 
up,  but  were  never  used  with  any  str:un,  stowed  awiiy,  and  I  was  congratulating 
niyscir  on  the  complcl Ion  ol  a.  most  toilsonu'  jol),  I'or  this  scmsou  ai  any  rale, 
wiicn  at  low  Wilier  on  llic  morning  of  \hv  Hth  of  Noveuib("i-  llu>  ship  was  only 
licclin^'  Ti]^  degrees.  Now,  as  no  piling  had  been  going  on  outside  lately,  nor 
had  tlicrc  been  any  norMici'ly  winds  ol'  strength  sulliei(  nt  to  inlluenc(>  Ihe  ship's 
ponition  in  .-my  way,  I  couhl  only  conclude  thai  it  was  caused  by  Ihe  I'apid 
formal  ion  ol"  liie  ice  on  the.  |)oil  side;  and  having  no  bank  on  Ihe  slarboard 
hide,  we  might  be  forced  over  bel'ore  wc  were  aware  of  it,  with  no  liel[)ing  our- 
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selves.  We  therefore  set  to  work  again  to  build  a  wall  of  ice  on  that  side  (the 
starboard),  which  kept  us  pretty  constantly  at  work  until  the  afternoon  of  the 
3d  of  December ;  the  only  interruptions  being  caused  by  the  gales,  and  unship- 
ping the  rudder.  Even  with  the  wind  only  blowing  moderately,  with  the 
thermometer  at  so  low  a  temperature,  it  would  drive  all  on  board. 

The  heaviest  gale  during  the  latter  work  commenced  on  the  evening  of  the 
9th  November,  from  S.  by  E.,  7,  and  increasing  to  10,  continued  for  eight  and 
forty  hours,  accompanied  with  such  heavy  gusts  that  I  really  apprehended 
serious  consequences.  Happily,  however,  the  wall  on  the  port  side  stood  firm, 
and  when  the  gale  moderated  we  went  to  work  again.  This  was  the  second 
trial  of  the  stability  of  our  work. 

On  the  12th,  close  by  the  stern-post,  we  got  a  depth  of  13  ft.  10  in.,  which 
was  the  most  we  had  in  the  fall  of  the  year ;  just  one  inch  more  than  she  drew 
when  she  left  Chatham  for  Deptford  to  take  in  provisions.  So,  even  if  we  could 
possibly  have  got  open  water,  I  doubt  if  she  would  have  got  off  without  taking 
a  greater  quantity  of  stores  out  of  her  than  had  already  been  landed. 

During  the  tides  in  the  middle  of  November  the  ice  about  the  stern  and 
rudder  worked  so  much,  or  at  least  caused  the  rudder  to  work  so  much,  that, 
notwithstanding  the  carpenter's  representation  against  cutting  it  off  where 
sprung  or  shattered,  that  1  determined  to  have  it  done,  for  it  was  the  only  way 
in  which  we  could  unship  it ;  and  one  morning,  finding  it  had  been  raised  a 
couple  of  inches  in  the  gudgeons,  preparations  were  forthwith  commenced  by 
clearing  away  the  ice  about  it.  We  then  cut  through  the  shattered  part,  and, 
not  without  much  trouble,  got  it  up  on  the  floe. 

It  may  be  asked,  why  was  not  the  rudder  unshipped  before  ?  Simply  because 
there  was  no  knowing  how  soon  we  might  be  driven  out  to  sea,  when  so  much 
ice  was  driving  about  the  bay.  To  be  driven  on  shore,  as  we  were,  was  never 
for  a  moment  contemplated,  when  a  sufficient  depth  of  water  was  not  to  be 
had.  Nevertheless  it  was  tried  on  the  20th  of  October,  but  unsuccessfully ; 
and  rather  than  cut  it,  from  the  carpenter's  representation  I  let  it  remain, 
but  when  it  began  to  work  so,  and  if  allowed  to  remain  not  unlikely  cause 
injury  to  the  stern-post,  there  was  no  alternative.  It  was  a  heavy  job,  and  Dimensions  of  the 
took  us  two  days  to  accomplish.  Rudder. 

What  could  have  induced  those  who  built  it  to  place  such  an  immense  WTiolelength,29ft4iu. 
sheave  in  it  I  cannot  imagine.    If  strength  was  required,  which  appears  to  have  i)Lmeter^^sheave 
been  the  consideration,  that  rendered  it  nugatory,  for  it  was  there  that  it  went  i  ft.  5  in. 
when  the  ship  took  the  ground.    A  small  hole  to  take  the  pennant  is  all  that  Thickness  of  sheave, 
is  required,  for  it  is  only  wanted  to  lift  the  rudder  out  of  the  gudgeons ;  the  Weight  of  sheave 
head  and  heel  tackles  do  the  rest. 

Our  work  for  this  year  I  considered  over.  It  is  true  it  might  have  been 
sooner  accomplished  but  for  the  many  interruptions  by  wind.  At  those  times 
it  was  so  cold  that  no  one  could  stand  it,  which,  with  the  shortness  of  daylight 
hours,  (having  lost  the  sun  entirely  on  the  11th  November,)  was  not  in  favour 
of  the  speedy  accomplishment  of  such  work  as  fell  to  the  lot  of  so  small  a 
number.  Again,  having,  for  one  side,  broken  up  all  the  hummocks  close  about 
us,  we  had  to .  make  a  wider  circuit  for  material  for  building  the  walls  about 
the  ship.  However,  we  had  all  good  reason  to  thank  God  that  we  had  so 
effectually  completed  it  by  the  3d  December.  Thus,  by  taking  advantage  of 
every  tide,  a  complete  dock  was  formed.  To  me  it  has  been  a  time  of  great 
anxiety,  for  when  she  crushed  the  wall  down  on  the  port  side  so  completely  I 
really  began  to  fear  for  the  result  of  our  endeavours.  And  nov/,  from  the 
many  trials  the  structure  has  had  without  failing  by  strong  breezes,  the  satis- 
faction is  increased ;  and  I  hope  we  may  fairly  count  on  having  for  a  spell  a 
freedom  from  such  toil  and  wearing  incertitude. 

I  shall  conclude  this  first  part  with  the  winds  and  temperature  during  the 
three  first  months  of  our  lying  on  the  ground  in  this  bay. 

The  last  few  days  of  December  the  wind  has  been  between  E.S.E.  and  S.S.E,, 
sometimes  blowing  very  fresh,  but  throughout  the  whole  month  from  south, 
and  by  east  to  west,  pretty  fairly  distributed.  November  from  south  to  S.E. 
has  been  the  prevailing  quarter,  the  strongest  from  S.S.E.  (8.)  From  N.W.  a 
day  and  a  half  only,  and  but  light.  October,  N.V/.  winds  for  the  greatest 
number  of  days,  strength  never  exceeding  3.  The  S.S.E.  winds  was  again  the 
IV.  5  M 
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strongest,  but  not  of  long  duration ;  8  was  the  force,  and  lasted  only  a  day  and 
a  half.  The  breeze  commenced  from  S.E.  However,  I  did  not  consider  it  a 
windy  month.  September  I  shall  conclude,  as  it  was  the  disastrous  month. 
N.W.  winds  we  had  on  the  greatest  number  of  days,  but  the  strongest  S.E.  and 
S.S.E.,  which  drove  us  on  shore.  Winds  from  quarters  between  west  and  south 
we  get  but  rarely  What  we  do  get  altogether  I  think  are  local,  influenced  by 
the  high  lands  above  us. 

The  mean  temperature  for 

Maximum.  Minimam.  Mean. 

September  was  -  28.8+  -  31.5+  -  11+. 

October       -  -  13.1+  -  29+  -  9-5  — 

November       -  -  3.12-  -  16+  -  21  —  . 

December      -  -  23.7—  -  8+  -  36—. 


No.  2. — Introduction  to  Part  Second. 

Entering  on  this  second  part  of  the  narrative,  I  cannot  omit  mentioning  the 
efficient  help  some  of  the  few  men  sent  from  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Resolute  " 
for  passage  to  England  rendered  in  the  operations  for  releasing  the  ship  from 
her  long  durance  in  such  an  unusual  predicament,  thereby  enabling  me  to  com- 
mence my  second  journey  to  Cape  Beecher  earlier  than  I  could  have  done  had  I 
had  only  the  crew  to  work  for  her  release. 

Other  circumstances,  too,  were  against  the  speedy  and  successful  accomphsh- 
ment  of  work  requiring  all  the  strength  and  energy  of  those  engaged  in  it. 
Many  of  the  men  proved  unfit  for  Arctic  service,  being  repeatedly  reported  by 
the  medical  officers  unfit  for  travel  or  work  on  the  ice,  although  not  on  the  sick 
list ;  consequently  the  work  fell  more  heavily  on  the  others,  and  there  were  only 
a  certain  number  that  performed  all  the  journeying,  instead  of  getting  a  spell, 
which  it  was  my  desire  to  ensure  them. 

Commencing  our  travelling  so  early  was  entirely  in  consequence  of  the  ship's 
position,  for  so  much  was  to  be  done  in  preparing  for  her  release  that  it  was 
requisite  to  get  it  over  as  soon  as  possible,  and  with  no  more  hands  than  were 
actually  necessary.  Had  I  waited  for  the  time  to  which  my  attention  was 
directed  for  beginning  that  essential  duty,  our  parties  would  not  have  got  to 
Cape  Beecher,  consequently  Sir  E.  Belcher  would  have  been  quite  in  the  dark 
as  to  the  accident  until  the  latter  end  of  July,  when  I  met  him  by  mere  chance 
off  Cape  Majendie. 

A  material  difference  would  have  been  made  in  the  travelling  route,  which 
would  have  obviated  the  necessity  for  a  second  journey,  if  I  had  got  the  docu- 
ment deposited  by  him  (Sir  Edward)  at  Point  Hogarth  in  the  fall  of  1852,  Avhich 
the  first  party  leaving  this  ship  for  Wellington  Channel  shortly  after  the 
"  Assistance  "  did  not  find,  notwithstanding  their  reported  visit  to  that  point. 

Canal  mmkad  out.  Rigiri?)g  rcfiUcd,  S)'C.  Heavy  ice.  Purchases,  and  their 
arraufrements.  Diagram,  t^r.  Commence  sawing.  Slow  progress. 
Banking  partially  removed.    Ice  about  the  ship.    Means  for  detaching  it. 

In  tlie  beginning  of  1853  arrangcnuMits  were  made  for  an  early  conuncncc- 
mcnt  ofllie  travelling  duties,  so  that  we  might  have  all  hands  to  work  for  the 
release  of  the  ship  when  the  time  arrived  that  we  could  fairly  commence. 

The  dock  was  marked  out,  and  gravelling,  he.  began  in  I'ehruMry  ;  and,  as  I 
meant  to  lead  the  first  ])Mrty  of  travellers  niyselC,  visit  Point  IMiillips  niul  ('npe 
Beeciier,  I  pui  |)()se(i  star! ing  on  the  lOMi  oC  MiU-eh;  buthc>avy  breezes  and  a  low 
Icnipeniture,  40" — prevailing  then  :ni(i  for  some  time  after,  1  did  not  get  away 
until  the  21  st. 

Orders  were  left  with  Mr.  Pullen,  the  masler,  to  jiroceed  as  fast  as  possible 
with  l.lie  work  in  hnnd,  such  iis  finishing  Northuuil)erland  Mouse,  clearing  away 
the  heiivy  piled  ice,  whirh  would  oecMipy  a  consich'riible  time;  when,  on  niy 
rctiirn,  I  found  fill  things  in  as  advanced  state  ol"  pi-eparation  as  could  Itc 
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expected.  The  huge  mound  that  had  been  forced  up  under  the  bows  nearly  to 
the  bowsprit  was  for  the  third  time  dug  down  to  the  soHd  ice,  also  the  hard 
packed  snow  cleared  off  ahead  of  the  ship,  laying  the  solid  ice  bare,  whereon 
ashes  were  spread,  but  it  was  a  long  time  before  any  signs  were  visible  of  their 
making  any  impression  on  the  hard  mass. 

A  Hne  from  the  stem  of  the  ship,  in  a  N.E.  rather  northerly  direction,  April  issa. 
stretched  nearly  along  the  centre  of  what  I  called  the  dock,  260  feet  in  length 
and  60  in  breadth.  From  its  extreme  point  the  canal  commenced,  turning  out 
sharp  south  towards  Barrow's  Strait,  in  as  direct  a  line  over  the  thinnest  ice  as  we 
could  find  clear  of  hummocks.  This  canal  was  gravelled  for  nearly  two  miles, 
the  dock  part  having  only  the  ashes,  and  on  it  we  should  first  commence  with 
the  saws. 

While  I  had  been  away  the  ice  appeared  to  have  sunk  considerably,  or  the 
ship  to  have  been  raised,  for  all  above  the  surface  looked  immensely  high.  I 
was  doubtful,  too,  whether  any  water  was  under  her  bottom,  or  that  all  there 
formerly  was  a  solid  body  of  ice,  which  I  had  no  means  of  proving  yet,  for  the 
floe  was  set  close  home  on  her  sides,  and  I  did  not  like  to  remove  any  of  the 
banking,  as  she  had  taken  one  degree  of  heel  of  starboard.  This  list  after  a 
while  increased,  appearing  to  have  the  effect  of  loosening  the  ice  from  her  bilge 
in  some  places  on  the  port  side,  particularly  under  the  mizen  chains,  and  leaving 
a  large  hole.  Down  through  this  hole  one  man  went  to  explore,  and  on  coming 
up  reported  that  he  had  been  as  far  forward  as  the  gangway,  but  found  neither 
ice  fast  to  her  bottom  nor  water  underneath. 

The  temperature  yet  was  too  low,  and  weather  such  that  we  could  not  hope  May  isss. 
to  make  any  impression  on  the  ice,  nor  keep  any  water  clear  that  we  might  open 
out ;  other  duties  were  therefore  proceeded  with,  such  as  refitting  rigging, 
getting  lower  yards  and  topmasts  up,  in  the  few  fine  days  which  offered ;  after 
which  there  came  on,  and  continued  so  long,  such  disagreeable  weather,  that  it 
was  most  fortunate  we  had  finished  that  necessary  work,  at  least  the  most 
essential  part,  for  on  attempting  to  mend  the  rattling  we  were  obliged  to  desist, 
and  could  not  resume  it  again  until  July. 

The  line  of  dock  for  260  feet  was  directly  ahead  of  the  ship,  and  the  greatest 
obstruction  in  it  was  the  heavy  floe  piece,  with  which  we  had  so  much  trouble 
.last  year.  It  now  touched  the  stem,  extending  the  whole  breadth  of  the  dock, 
and  as  much  more  along  its  length,  and  a  ground  at  all  tides.  In  fact  so  was 
the  ice  for  some  distance  everj'-  way  beyond  that  which  we  had  weighted 
ourselves  last  fall  for  retaining  the  ship  in  her  upright  position,  and  that  to  star- 
board lying  over  where  the  small  bower  anchor  was,  although  not  on  the  ground, 
so  heavy  that  neither  the  anchor  and  about  20  fathoms  of  chain  did  I  ever  expect 
to  recover. 

The  purchases  this  time  were  greater  than  those  of  last  year.  In  the  first 
place,  instead  of  the  chain  necklace  about  the  ship,  one  of  the  6-inch  whale  line 
hawsers  was  passed  three  times  round  her,  and  on  it  rove  two  1 6-inch  double 
blocks.  The  best  bower  anchor  was  buried  in  the  ice  at  the  head  of  the  dock, 
with  just  sufficient  chain  to  reach  the  ship,  pass  through  the  hawse-hole,  and 
round  the  windlass.  A  little  to  the  left  of  the  best  bower,  about  60  feet  further 
to  the  northward  of  it,  the  stream  anchor  was  buried,  backed  with  the  la,rgest 
kedge  and  a  long  strop,  part  of  stream  chain,  so  to  lay  a  little  within  the  first 
swivel  of  the  best  bower  chain.  Here,  and  to  this  strop,  a  1 5-inch  treble  block 
w:as  lashed,  and  another  also  at  the  first  shackle  of  the  best  bower  chain.  Two 
whale  lines  were  now  rove,  a  5-inch  for  the  starboard,  and  a  4-inch  for  the  port 
purchase,  standing  parts  fast  to  large  toggles  in  the  spare  hawse-holes,  falls  led 
through  the  working  ones,  and  brought-to  to  the  windlass  and  capstan. 

To  further  lighten  the  ship,  all  the  remaining  cables  were  got  out,  and  laid 
on  the  ice,  together  with  a  quantity  of  provisions  also,  and  what  was  of  no 
inconsiderable  weight,  the  spare  rudder,  put  together  during  the  winter,  so  that 
altogether  I  do  not  think  we  had  much  more  than  100  tons  of  dead  weight 
in  her. 


IV. 


5  M  2 


May  1853. 


824 

Scale  one  inch  to  a  thousand  feet. 


References. 

a.  Stream  anclior,  backed  witli  a  kedge. 

b.  Best  bower  anchor. 

c.  c.  Outer  purchase  blocks. 

d.  d.  Inner  purchase  blocks. 

e.  Small  bower  anchor  (position). 

g.  g.  g.  Best  bower  chain. 

h.  h.  h.  Purchases. 

i.  Hole  under  counter. 


Extreme  of  the  heavy  floe  piece  in  the  dock< 
Cracks  in  the  ice. 

1.  2.  3.  4.  The  last  4  lb.  charges  (position). 
+  First  20  lb.  charge. 

I   Last  saw  cut. 
The  shaded  part  shows  the  open  water  before  the  last 

charges  were  fired. 


It  was  not  until  the  23d  that  we  could  commence  with  the  saw,  and  even 
then,  from  deficiency  of  strength  for  working  both  it  and  parbuckle  together, 
with  lowness  of  temperature  glueing  the  pieces  cut  so  firmly  fast  again,  that 
our  progress  was  very  slow.  I  therefore  discontinued  it  for  a  time,  and  began 
to  dig  down  the  embankment  on  the  starboard  side ;  when  on  getting  as  far 
forward  as  the  main  chains  and  down  to  the  bilge  not  a  drop  of  water  came  up 
as  the  tide  rose,  nor  did  any  appear  to  be  under  the  ship.  However,  I  still 
went  on  removing  all  piling  jProm  that  side,  except  sufficient  for  support  on  the 
gangway  in  the  event  of  no  ice  being  under  her,  and  appearances  were  the 
same.  On  a  trial  with  two  poles,  thrust  down  at  two  different  places,  and 
fairly  touching  the  keel,  they  came  up  as  dry  as  they  went.  She  also  appeared 
to  me  as  if  raised  off  the  ground. 

On  the  26th,  in  a  large  hole  that  we  had  dug  about  the  stem  post,  and 
which  would  fill  as  the  tide  rose,  a  smaller  one  was  discovered  under  the  port 
counter  (about  five  feet  from  the  stern  post),  through  which  we  could  see  the 
gravel.  The  lead  was  dropped  in,  giving  a  depth  of  13  ft.  8  in.  at  high  water  ; 
whereas  there  was  only  12  ft.  2  in.  at  the  stern  post.  Now  last  year,  after  the 
ship  was  driven  on  shore,  and  as  long  as  we  could  get  soundings  at  this  spot, 
the  deepest  water  was  always  ibinid  at  the  latter  place.  I  therefore  conclude 
that  the  ship  is  resting  in  a  complete  cradle  of  ice,  and  off  the  ground  abaft ; 
hence  the  cause  of  her  appearing  so  In'gh  above  the  surface.  By  these  depths 
hIic  is  raised  no  less  tlian  18  iiielu\s  ;  and  that  nothing  but  ice  is  underneath,  so 
firmly,  and  close  stuck  to  her  bottom,  as  to  prevent  water  getting  along  from 
either  aft  or  forward  ;  and  all  that  we  chip  o(f  with  tlie  ice  ehis(>ls  shows  every 
mark  and  indentation,  as  if  ])laced  by  some  one  anxious  to  get  the  mould  of 
her  bottom. 

Now  to  get  the  water  along  to  \hc  gangway  a  trench  was  dug  fore  and  aft, 
close  by  the  bilge;,  into  which  the  water  nn'ght  flow  ;  and  acting  with  spread 
UHhc8,  under  Honietimes  a  warm  sun,  a  visible  change  was  soon  seen  in  the  ice 
})ee,oinirig  honeyeoinbed,  and  gradually  Avasting  a,way. 

'i'he  hiuiking  on  the  port  si(le  was  now  removed,  leaving  an  equal  portion  on 
the  gangway  uh  to  Ht,(ul)oar(l,  when  hIh;  H()f)n  showed  sym])tonis  of  falling  from 
it  by  ge-tting  over  to  a  heel  of  three  degrees.    The  being  raised  oil'  the  ground 
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I  did  not  think  so  much  of,  as  T  considered  the  heat  she  would  throw  off  and       ^'ay  i853. 
her  weight  would  soon  wear  down  the  ice.  My  chief  object  was  to  get  her  down 
on  her  beam  ends,  and  that  as  easily  as  possible  (my  reasons  for  leaving  those 
portions  at  the  gangways).    Sail  was  therefore   set  with  every  breeze,  and 
recourse  had  to  every  means  we  could  think  of,  to  loosen  her  in  her  icy  bed. 

Parti/  from  "  Resolute.'*  Parbuckles,  Sfc.  Heavy  floe-piece.  Powder  used, 
and  the  effect.  Dock  cleared-  Further  obstructions.  Clear  the  forejooi 
of  ice.  Decrease  of  water  at  stern-post.  Means  for  ascertaining  the 
cause.    Floating  power  of  the  ice. 

On  the  30th  of  May  a  party  arrived  from  the  "  Resolute ;"  when  as  soon 
as  the  men  recovered  from  the  fatigue  of  their  journey  they  were  set  to 
work  with  our  own,  and  with  such  an  accession  to  our  strength  we  were  able 
to  work  both  saw  and  parbuckle  at  the  same  time,  speedily  showing  spaces  of 
open  water  in  our  dock. 

The  parbuckles  we  first  used  were  rope,  but  from  the  constant  chafe  and 
cutting  by  the  ice  small  chain  was  substituted,  and  answered  very  much 
better.  On  the  parbuckle  we  had  the  fish  tackle  and  a  single  luff ;  the  ice  as 
it  fell  back  was  received  on  two  rough  spars,  shifting  ways,  and  launched 
to  the  rear,  when  on  both  sides  of  the  dock  there  was  such  a  numerous  col- 
lection of  large  blocks  of  ice  that  we  were  obliged  to  break  them  up  and  sledge 
away  to  make  room  for  others. 

As  we  approached  the  ship  the  ice  became  heavier,  consequently  our  work  •'^""^  ^^^^* 
much  slower,  particularly  when  we  got  to  the  heavy  floe  piece,  which  had  so 
greatly  increased  during  the  winter  that  at  that  part  nearest  the  ship  it  was 
on  the  ground  at  all  times  of  tide,  and  at  least  seventeen  feet  in  thickness.  The 
saws  had  very  little  effect  on  it,  not  being  able  to  work  them  to  advantage,  for 
they  touched  the  ground  in  the  downward  cut ;  and  water  coming  through  the 
cracks,  lying  the  greatest  part  of  the  tide  on  the  ice,  in  which  the  men  were 
obliged  to  stand,  made  it  bad  for  them  at  so  low  a  temperature,  I  therefore 
determined  on  trying  the  20lb.  cylinders.  One  was  placed  within  about  three 
feet  of  what  was  now  the  outer  edge,  and  as  the  immediate  part  was  on  the 
ground  the  powder  could  not  be  got  underneath,  it  was  therefore  well  jammed 
in  with  small  ice,  &c.,  and  fired ;  but  it  certainly  had  not  that  effect  which  I 
hoped  for.  In  fact,  the  mass  altogether  was  too  heavy.  Chipping  with  axes 
and  chisels  was  then  resorted  to,  and  the  next  heavy  charge,  nearer  the  outer 
edge,  had  a  much  better  effect;  but  it  took  140 lbs.  of  powder  to  rend  up  the 
whole  mass. 

The  ice  in  the  dock  was  now  all  sawn  and  broken  up  close  to  the  stem,  a 
small  lock-piece  across  the  forefoot  only  remaining ;  and  a  great  quantity  had 
been  parbuckled  out,  visibly  showing  the  effect  the  sun  had  on  it  while  so 
exposed.  The  remaining  quantity  in  the  water,  loose,  was  also  rapidly 
decreasing ;  and  when  it  was  all  packed  close  up  to  the  N.E.  extreme  of  the 
dock  a  considerable  space  of  open  water  was  shown  ahead  of  the  ship ;  in 
fact,  the  only  open  waier  to  be  seen  anywhere  within  a  visible  distance,  for  not 
even  a  sign  of  ice  moving  or  opening  out  either  in  Wellington  Channel  or 
Barrow's  Strait  up  to  this  time,  middle  of  June,  could  be  detected. 

With  the  aid  of  a  few  4  lb.  charges  we  had  shook  the  ice  very  much  under 
the  stem,  also  on  either  bow,  scaling  off  a  good  portion  of  the  upper  surface, 
when  there  appeared  only  to  be  holding  the  ship  in  the  cradle  the  lock-piece 
extending  from  the  nine  feet  mark  down.  When  the  tide  was  up  it  would 
close  home  to  the  stem,  but  on  falling  would  lay  back  sufficiently  to  allow  of 
our  seeing  the  eight  feet  mark.  And  as  we  could  not  work  at  it  effectually 
except  for  a  short  time,  first  of  the  flood  and  last  of  the  ebb,  I  determined  on 
blowing  it  out ;  accordingly  the  holes  were  dug,  and  some  4  lb.  charges  were 
fired ;  bursting  with  such  good  effect,  in  not  only  blowing  out  the  lock  but 
shattered  much  ice  about  her  bilge  aft.  to  the  starboard  fore  chains,  also  made 
cracks  to  the  gangway. 

It  was  now  the  23d,  and  much  more  work  yet  appeared  to  be  before  us  23d. 
before  we  could  get  the  ship  afloat ;  certainly  not  before  the  next  springs  ;  and 
as  it  was  now  three  days  after  the  full  of  the  moon  the  tides  would  be  taking 
off.    But  lately  I  had  observed  that  at  the  highest  tide  not  more  than  1 1  feet 
10  inches  was  indicated  on  the  stern-post,  a  decrease  of  four  inches  from  what 
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June  1853.  has  been  formerly  shown  there ;  whereas  in  the  small  hole  under  the  port 
counter  there  was  still  the  same  1 3  feet  8  inches.  This  I  was  at  a  loss  U) 
account  for,  hardly  thinking  that  the  ice  so  close  about  the  ship  had  been 
sufficiently  lightened  or  so  detached  from  the  main  floe  as  to  be  forced  up  with 
the  tides  and  lift  the  ship  with  it,  although  from  other  circumstances  some- 
thing was  evidently  the  case.  One  of  these  circumstances  was  the  apparent 
straining  of  the  hull  (visible  only  at  certain  times  of  tide),  observed  not  only  by 
myself  but  the  master.  As  the  tide  rose  the  ship  rose  with  it  from  three  to 
onl}'  half  a  degree  of  heel  to  starboard  at  high  water,  and  she  lost  those  appear- 
ances chiefly  at  the  port  gangway  and  starboard  bow,  but  still  looked  as  if 
trimmed  by  the  head.  On  considering  this,  it  appeared  to  me  that  the  ship 
from  aft  forward  to  the  gangways  was  held  and  supported  by  the  ice  always, 
all  before  that  only  getting  sufficient  when  the  tide  was  up  ;  hence  the  cause  of 
the  appearance  of  straining  seen  at  the  gangway  and  bow  as  if  twisted  or 
drooped  at  low  water. 

To  find  out  now  how  far  for  this  was  really  the  case  and  cause  of  decrease  of 
water  at  the  stern  post,  I  had  a  hole  dug  close  abaft  it,  and  a  graduated  pole 
placed  so  to  rest  fairly  on  the  gravel.  In  the  cabin  a  spirit  level  was  secured 
and  adjusted,  both  noted  at  low- water  mark,  and  closely  watched  with  the 
rising  tide.  When  the  tide  got  up  to  the  usual  mark,  lift.  lOin.  on  the  stern 
post,  it  stood,  showing  at  the  same  time  a  like  depth  on  the  tide  pole,  where  it 
went  on  increasing  until  high  water,  when  it  gave  the  same  sounding  as  in  the 
small  hole  under  the  port  counter.  The  level  in  the  cabin,  too,  after  the  tide 
had  reached  the  lift-  lOin.  mark,  began  to  waver,  gradually  moving  to  the 
other  end,  where  at  high  water  the  bubble  became  stationary ;  thus  clearly 
indicating  that  the  difference  of  depth  was  caused  by  the  ice  lifting  the  ship 
fairly  off  the  ground,  acting  on  her  like  an  immense  camel ;  and  as  it  was  only 
on  the  starboard  side  that  the  ice  had  been  sufficiently  reduced  and  was  so 
cracked  that  as  the  tide  increased  she  got  nearly  upright. 

Remaining  banking  removed.  Sawing  and  blasUng.  Result.  Considerations 
and  decisions.  State  of  crew.  Disposition  of  charges,  and  their  effect. 
Cradle  breaks  up,  and  ship  moves  ahead.  Distance  gained.  Stopped  by  ice. 
Obstructions  cleared  at  the  head  of  dock.  Draught  of  water.  Sweep  the 
bottom.    Journey  to  Cape  Beecher.    Recovery  of  anchor. 

The  remaining  banking  at  the  gangways  was  now  removed ;  and  I  have  no 
doubt,  could  we  have  cleared  a  long  ragged  crack  which  had  opened  fore  and 
aft  on  the  starboard  side,  and  enlarged  the  whole  dock  considerably,  we  might 
have  hauled  out  together,  and  shook  the  ice  off  in  the  deeper  water.  We  had 
now  satisfactorily  proved  that  on  that  side  from  the  gangway  aft  it  was  all  fast 
to  her  bottom ;  and  when  the  tide  fell  she  would  heel  to  starboard,  thus  with 
her  weight  closing  home  this  long  crack  ;  and  as  the  time  it  would  take  to  clear 
it  was  of  great  consequence  to  us,  I  adopted  a  more  expeditious  measure,  and 
one  that  proved  every  way  effectual. 

Two  saws  were  manned,  one  to  commence  from  forward,  the  other  from  aft, 
and  a  straight  clear  cut  made  through  the  ice  within  the  large  crack,  cross- 
ing also  two  others,  lately  made,  nearly  at  right  angles  to  the  ship.  This  line 
of  cutting  was  within  3  feet  of  the  vessel,  and  a  series  of  holes  were  dug  on  it 
through  to  the  groimd  ;  when,  as  the  whole  mass  floated  up  with  the  tide,  three 
four  pound  charges  were  ignited  in  the  foremost  ones,  and  exploded  with  sueli 
flucccsw,  that  as  fur  as  the  gangway  the  ice  was  so  shattered  that  by  the  even- 
ing of  the  251h  we  liad  cleared  it  all  out,  leaving  a  narrow  space  of  water 
alongside  of  suflicient  siyA!  to  allow  ol' tlu>  sliij)  moving  on  end  with  a  good  higli 
tide,  when  cleared  of  those  detainers  furtlicr  aft.  1  had  reason  to  think  also 
that  no  ice  /rf)Ui  tlic  giuigway  forwai'd  was  sticking  to  her  l)()ttoni. 

J  was  now  considering  how  far  i)rud('nt  il,  wouhl  he  to  remove  any  more  ice, 
with  the  Pj)ring  tides  so  distant,  well  on  in  .luly.  However,  as  the  present  one; 
were  sf  III  gofxl  al,  nighl,,  nHhoiigh  taking  oil',  and  there  hcing  yet  four  holes  in 
the  cut,  1hrf)iigh  to  (Ik;  ground,  I  decided  on  trying  wilh  (he  next  high  wate" 
whe(h(  r  iC  (  he  chargeM  [)lace(l  so  us  to  blow  oil"  in  (|uicl<  succession  mighl  not 
only  lr>().s(  Ji  (  he  I'emaining  ic<;  (roni  lier  bodom,  hut  shatter  the  whole  oC  tliO 
frozen  bed,  whieh  would  indeed  he  a  great  point,  gained.  It  was,  ])erha-|)H,  ft 
dcBperatc  remedy,  hut  ours  was  ii  desperate  case;  and  (here  was  no  saying 
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when  we  should  move  her  to  anything  hke  certainty,  for  now  the  work  was       June  is53. 

becoming  discouragingly  slow  and  tedious,  and  we  might  not  possibly  get  her 

off  while  such  masses  stuck  to  her  bottom,  until  the  whole  body  of  ice  moved 

out  of  the  bay,  and  took  the  ship  with  it;  a  circumstance  most  decidedly  to 

be  avoided,  if  possible ;  but  from  last  year's  experience  we  have  no  reason  to 

think  it  will  be  otherwise,  if  we  do  not  get  her  off, 

I  could  not  say  that  I  felt  very  sanguine  about  moving  her  by  these  means 
in  the  present  state  of  the  tides  ;  and  I  was  doubtful,  too,  whether  the  proximity 
of  so  many  charges  exploding  so  quickly  after  each  other  might  not  injure  the 
ship.  At  all  events  there  would  be  nearly  18  inches  of  water  under  her,  as  well 
as  a  great  deal  about  her,  at  the  first  shock,  which  would  tend  to  deaden  the 
effect ;  and  it  was  well  worth  the  trial,  if  only  to  get  her  the  more  speedily  on 
her  beam  ends. 

Another  thing,  too, — the  men  were  beginning  to  feel  the  effect  of  the  constant 
working  in  water,  and  standing  with  wet  feet  in  so  low  a  temperature,  for  their 
sea  boots  supphed  were  miserably  unfit  for  what  they  were  intended,  and  the 
assistant  surgeon  had  also  reported  men  at  various  times  unfit  for  work  on 
the  ice. 

It  was  high  water  this  morning  at  2  h.  35  m. ;  every  hand  was  therefore  on 
deck  betimes,  sail  immediately  set  to  a  light  breeze  from  E.S.E.,  purchases 
manned  and  hove  taut,  when,  abreast  of  the  starboard  gangway,  close  to  the 
ship  in  No.  1.  hole  (see  diagram),  a  4  lb  charge  was  placed,  while  others  were 
held  in  readiness. 

At  this  time  there  was  14ft.  Gin.  water  at  the  stem,  but  only  the  11  ft.  10 in. 
mark  covered  on  the  stern-post,  the  ship  nearly  upright,  but  by  the  head 
showing  that  she  was  off  the  ground  abaft.  No.  1.  was  ignited,  and  its 
explosion  most  anxiously  watched  for,  which  was  followed  by  such  a  good 
result,  no  other  than  causing  the  ship  to  tremble,  and  breaking  up  a  good 
portion  of  ice,  that  I  had  the  remaining  canisters  in  directly,  keeping  the 
purchases  up  the  whole  time  to  as  taut  a  strain  as  they  could  bear.  No.  2. 
was  in  the  hole  half  way  along  the  main  chains,  No.  3.  the  mizen  chains,  and 
No.  4.  abaft,  close  up  to  the  stern-post,  vvith  their  fuzes  ignited,  having  been 
so  cut  that  their  explosion  might  follow  each  other  so  quickly  that  the  com- 
motion or  wave  created  might  be  kept  up  so  long  as  possible. 

The  bursting  of  the  charges  was  followed  by  such  gratifying  results  in  the 
rending  asunder  of  the  icy  grasp  by  which  the  ship  had  been  so  long  held 
that  she  appeared  to  rise  as  if  released,  then  settle  down,  and  with  a  sally  to 
starboard,  crushing  with  her  weight  the  smaller  ice,  forcing  huge  slab-like 
pieces  on  end  out  of  the  water  as  if  they  would  mount  up  her  side,  and  with 
the  taut  strain  on  the  purchases  by  the  men  kept  jogging  at  them,  that  she 
sprung  ahead,  and  the  slack  hove  in  so  quickly,  with  hurraing  and  shouting 
"  She  is  going!"  that  by  4  o'clock  we  had  got  her  42  feet  on  end.  The  sav>ai  ice 
was  now  the  obstruction,  jammed  close  up  to  the  N.E.  part  of  the  dock,  which, 
before  we  could  in  any  way  remove,  the  ship  was  well  on  the  ground.  However, 
she  had  been  afloat  for  quite  half  an  hour,  and  with  the  pleasant  assurance  of 
knowing  that  release  was  in  our  power,  that  she  had  sufficient  support  on  the 
starboard  side  (the  way  she  was  heeling)  to  prevent  her  falling  on  her  beam- 
ends  as  the  tide  ebbed,  and  it  being  Sunday,  I  let  all  remain  quiet  for  the 
present. 

On  examining  the  large  pieces  that  had  been  broken  and  forced  up  by  the 
explosion  and  ship's  weight  they  showed  convincing  signs  of  where  they  had 
been  so  long  adhering,  by  bearing  on  their  inner  portions  a  perfect  smooth  and 
moulded  form,  showing  the  black  marks  and  seam-like  impressions  they  had  , 
taken  from  the  ship's  bottom. 

With  the  afternoon's  tide  of  the  same  day,  after  getting  a  few  pieces  of  ice 
out  of  the  dock,  we  made  an  effort  to  get  the  ship  ahead,  but  there  was  not 
water  sufficient  to  float  her ;  in  fact  it  is  only  v;ith  the  night  tides  now,  after 
removal  of  more  of  the  floe  pieces,  that  we  can  complete  what  we  have  so 
successfully  begun. 

On  Monday  morning  the  27th-,  at  high  water,  we  got  the  ship  ahead  21  feet, 
when  the  ice  (loose)  again  stopping  her,  we  had  to  clear  it  out,  and  pass  some  of 
it  astern,  before  we  could  make  another  move.  However,  on  the  afternoon  of  the 
30th,  her  stem  fairly  butted  the  head  of  the  dock,  and  she  could  lay  afloat  at 
all  times  of  tide,  there  being  3^  fathoms  under  her  at  low  water,  after  lyiag 
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nine  long  months  on  the  ground,  and  the  greatest  part  of  that  time  held  power- 
less in  what  you  might  call  the  foundation  of  an  ice  berg. 

The  ship's  draught  of  water  now,  we  had  got  her  afloat,  was  found  to  be 
14  ft.  8  in.  forward  and  14  ft.  2  in.  abaft ;  so  if  we  had  not  kept  such  a  stram  on 
the  purchases,  and  up  to  it,  as  she  moved  on  the  explosions,  I  doubt  if  we  should 
have  got  her  off  so  soon,  for  13  ft,  10  in.  was  the  greatest  depth  we  ever  had  at 
the  stern  post,  and  as  far  forward  as  the  gangway,  when  it  began  to  deepen. 
July  1853.  My  first  object,  after  getting  the  stores  alongside  on  board,  was  to  ascertain 

what  damage  she  had  sustained  in  her  bottom,  which  could  only  be  done  by 
sweeping  ;  and  the  hawser  meeting  no  obstruction,  in  many  passes  fore  and  aft 
along  the  keel,  more  than  from  a  few  pieces  of  ice  still  sticking  to  her,  but  soon 
worked  off,  and  making  so  little  water,  that  I  concluded  she  had  received  no 
very  material  injury.  This  was  indeed  most  satisfactory,  and  I  was  enabled  to 
leave  again  for  Cape  Beecher,  with  the  good  news  for  Sir  E.  Belcher,  if  1  should 
meet  him.  Ivlost  fortunately  I  did,  off  Point  Majendie,  about  10  miles  east  of  the 
August  1853.  former  place,  and  on  parting  I  received  orders  to  return  to  England ;  that, 
however,  was  prevented  by  Her  Majesty's  steam  ship  "  Phojnix "  being  at 
Beechey  Island,  from  home,  when  I  arrived. 

From  Mr.  PuUen,  the  master,  I  got  the  gratifying  account  of  the  recovery  of 
the  small  bower  anchor  and  part  of  its  chain,  which  we  had  almost  despaired  of 
getting  ;  so  we  have  lost  nothing,  and  the  ship  is  in  as  good  a  condition  and  as 
ready  for  any  service  as  when  she  left  England. 

This  we  may  say  has  been  a  circumstance  unparalleled  in  the  annals  of  Arctic 
navigation ;  and  when  it  is  considered  that  the  "  North  Star"  is  the  largest  ship 
that  has  ever  wintered  in  these  regions,  and  with  so  small  a  crew,  41  in  all,  some 
idea  may  be  formed  of  the  difficulty  we  have  had  in  successfully  accomplishing 
such  a  job.    I  trust  never  to  be  engaged  in  such  again. 

Recovery  of  small  bower  and  part  of  chain. 

On  making  up  my  reports  for  Sir  E.  Belcher,  I  called  on  Mr.  Pullen  for  an 
account  of  the  manner  by  which  he  had  so  successfully  recovered  the  small, 
bower  anchor  and  chain ;  when  in  reply  I  got  the  following  letter,  which  I 
append  to  this  report.  The  operation  was  carried  on  in  a  similar  manner  in 
which  the  fishing-nets  are  set  under  the  ice  in  Hudson's  Bay  territory,  and 
which  my  men  were  obliged  to  carry  on  for  their  subsistence  throughout  the 
w^iiiters  of  their  sojourn,  1849,  50,  and  51,  on  the  Great  Bear  and  Slave 
Lakes. 


Mr.  Pullen's  Lettek  (  Copy). 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star," 
Sir,  Beechey  Island,  Sept.  9»  1853. 

In  compliance  with  your  request,  to  state  the  proceedings  relative  to  the 
recovery  of  the  small  bower  anchor  and  part  of  chain,  almost  given  up  as 
lost,  from  lying  under  an  accumulation  of  winter  ice  to  those  masses  driven  in 
by  the  heavy  gale  of  wind  on  the  night  of  the  28th  September  1852,  which 
combined  pi'cssure  was  so  heavy  on  the  ship  that  the  anchor  started,  and 
she  was  driven  into  the  bay,  until  finally  brought  up  on  the  shoal  patch  of 
ground, 

I  beg  to  inCorm  yoii,  that  a  few  days  after  you  left  for  Cape  Beecher,  and  I 
had  got  the  ship's  head  fairly  down  the  canal,  towards  the  floe  edge,  and  well 
clear  of  her  old  position  on  the  shoal,  where  we  had  been  lying  for  the  winter, 
I  was  enabled  to  ])ut  a  small  party  to  assist  the  ice  ipiartermaster's  to  try  for 
the  anchor's  recovery. 

In  the  first  place  I  cndeavouicd  to  cut  a  narrow  trench  in  the  ice  about  forty 
feet  long,  us  near  over  the  anchor's  position  as  ])osHible,  to  sight  it;  also  get  a 
creeper  down  to  hook  the  bight  of'cliMin.  Ihit  after  working  threi>  or  four  days 
to  little  |)ur|)ose,  in  conscciuence  of  the  iee  heing  so  hen,vy  and  thick,  .'")  to  (Jl'eet, 
Hcven  (,r  eight  men  on  the  sick  list,  and  the  actual  necessity  of  working  one 
trinngle,  I  thei'd'ore  tried  llie  Ibllowiiig  pliui.  A  purchase  was  put  on  the  end 
of  the  chain  lying  on  tlie  ice  where  we  li;ul  slipped  it,  and  hove  well  taut. 
A  hole  was  tin  II  (lug  tliroii;j,li  tJie  iee  about,  10  liilhoms  i'roiii  the  (lock  edge, 
towurdn  where  tin;  uiif  lior  \:\\.     Tliioii!.'!!  this  hole  a  siikiII  whale  line  was 
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passed  for  a  hauling  line,  by  means  of  a  long  pole  (boat-hook  staves  lashed  Proceedings  of 
together)  under  the  ice  to  the  dock,  where  it  was  hooked  and  hauled  up  to  the  '^^■^'|j.J''>^°^*^ 

cable.    By  it  a  5-inch  whale  line  was  drawn  back,  the  end  at  the  dock  bent  on   ^ 

to  the  chain,  and  12  fathoms  of  it  hove  up  through  the  hole,  and  secured. 
Thus,  by  fleeting  on,  from  hole  to  hole,  in  a  similar  manner,  until  the  cable 
grew  a  short  stay,  when  another  purchase  tripped  the  anchor,  and  it  was 
boused  up  to  the  under  surface  of  the  floe  in  a  depth  of  5  fathoms  of  water. 
After  enlarging  the  hole,  and  getting  another  heave  on  the  purchase,  the  anchor 
could  be  unstocked.  Finally,  it  was  got  on  the  ice,  transported  to  the  ship, 
and  into  its  old  berth  at  the  bows,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  all  hands.  1  had 
never  expected  to  see  it  there  again. 

I  beg  to  recommend  Peter  Finnrey,  ice  quartermaster,  whose  exertions  in 
digging  the  holes  and  getting  the  lines  along  (both  laborious  and  tedious)  was 
the  chief  means  of  our  success ;  for  our  small  number,  and  plenty  to  do,  did 
not  admit  of  my  giving  him  much  help ;  and  I  am  enabled  to  say  that  our 
being  placed  in  such  an  unfortunate  position  has  not  been  attended  by  loss  of 
either  anchor  or  cable,  nor  any  other  stores,  and  as  far  as  I  can  judge  any 
material  injury  to  the  ship.  The  rudder  is  the  only  thing  that  has  suffered ; 
now  replaced  by  the  spare  one. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       F.  C.  Pullen,  Master, 

H.M.S.  "North  Star." 

Commander  Pullen, 
H.M.S.  "  North  Star," 
Beechey  Island. 

W,  J.  S.  Pullen,  Commander. 

N.B. — I  have  great  pleasure  in  bringing  to  your  notice  the  ice  quartermaster 
recommended  in  the  above  letter,  whose  conduct  during  his  service  in  this 
ship  has  been  most  exemplary,  and  his  exertions  during  the  time  she  was  in 
her  critical  position  call  for  my  special  recommendation. 

W.  J.  S.  P. 


Report  of  Proceedings. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  North  Star,"  off  Ramsgate, 
Sir,  October  6,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  arrival  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  under  my 
command  from  the  Arctic  regions,  and  beg  to  enclose  a  copy  of  my  orders 
and  a  track  chart. 

(2.)  I  left  Lievely  Harbour,  Disco  Island,  on  the  11th  September,  in  company 
with  Her  Majesty's  steam  ship  "  Phoenix  "  and  her  tender  the  "  Talbot." 

(3.)  On  the  l6th  of  September,  in  about  latitude  59°  40'  N.,  longitude 
52°  2'  W.,  we  lost  sight  of  the  "  Phoenix  "  ahead,  then  under  steam  and  all 
canvass,  with  a  strong  breeze  from  the  southward ;  "  Talbot "  in  company  on 
the  weather  beam.  At  midnight,  however,  the  wind  having  freshened  to  a  gale, 
with  thick  weather,  lost  sight  of  "  Talbot  "  The  next  day  the  gale,  still  strong 
from  S.E.,  with  a  heavy  N.E.  swell,  a  sail  was  seen  on  the  weather  beam,  and 
shortly  after  two  on  the  lee  quarter,  but  too  distant,  with  such  thick  hazy 
weather,  to  signalize,  or  make  out  who  or  what  they  were.  Night  closing  in, 
nothing  more  was  seen  of  them.  As  the  gale  still  continued,  with  a  heavy  N.  E. 
sea,  both  my  consorts,  one  having  steam  at  command,  and  the  other  sailing 
better,  out  of  sight,  and  in  all  probability  in  advance,  I  determined  on  taking  the 
southern  course  by  the  English  Channel.  The  wind  continued  strong  and 
favorable  till  we  reached  the  parallel  of  51°  20'  N.,  when  it  fell  light,  and  veered 
to  the  S.W.,  gradually  hauling  to  S.E.  and  east  until  noon  of  the  2d  instant, 
when  a  light  breeze  sprang  up  from  the  southward,  backed  to  west  and  N.W., 
gradually  increased,  and  we  made  the  Lizard  on  the  4th,  at  1  v.m.,  and  passed 
through  the  Downs  the  next  morning. 

(4.)  I  have  brought  home  the  officers  and  company  of  Her  Majjesty's  ship 
"  Investigator,"  with  the  exception  of  the  Captain,  who  proceeded  in  the 
"  Phoenix,"  together  with  some  supernumeraries  from  the  other  abandoned  ships, 
the  men  chiefly  invalids, 
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Proceedings  of  (5.)  "We  are  now  off  Ramsgate,  with  the  tide  against  us,  and  little  or  no 
Star wind,  and  endeavouring  to  pick  up  a  tug,  and  make  the  hcnt  of  iny  way  Uj 
 '_  Woolwich. 

I  have,  &c. 

W.  J.  S.  PuLLEN,  Commander. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
London. 


By  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  Commanding  the 
Arctic  Squadron. 

Whereas  it  is  probable  that  stress  of  weather  or  other  circumstances 
may  cause  a  separation  of  the  squadron,  but  which  you  arc  to  Ho  your  utmost 
to  prevent,  making  or  shortening  sail  to  keep  company  with  the  sailing  vessel, 
which  may  be  distanced  by  the  "  Phoenix," 

You  will  endeavour  to  reach  Great  Britain  in  the  parallel  of  60°  N.,  taking 
the  northern  or  southern  course,  as  the  winds  may  render  expedient,  by  Orkneys 
or  English  Channel,  for  your  destination  (Woolwich). 

You  will  in  either  course  communicate  hij  letter  with  the  Secretary  of  the 
Admiralty,  sending  a  copy  of  these  orders,  and  you  will  demand,  in  pursuance 
of  their  Lordships'  commands,  all  journals  and  documents  relative  to  this  expedi- 
tion, which  you  will  forward,  under  sealed  cover,  marked  "  Journals,  &c.,"  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 

You  will  confer  with  and  be  advised  by  any  officer  (your  superior)  on  board 
the  vessel  under  your  command,  or  any  superior  commanding  any  other  vessel. 
Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  steamer  "  Phoenix,"  this 
10th  day  of  September  1854. 

(Signed)       Edward  Belcher. 

Commander  Pullen,  H.M.S.  "North  Star." 
(And  Commander  Jenkins,  "Talbot.") 


Promotion  of  Officers  serving  in  the  Arctic  Squadron,  under  the  Command 

of  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B. 


Promotion  of 
officers  of  the 
squadron 


Admiralty,  21st  October  1854. 

The  under-mentioned  Officers  of  Her  Majesty's  Ships  "Assistance"  and 
"  Resolute,"  and  their  Steam  Tenders  "  Intrepid  "  and  "  Pioneer,"  under 
the  Orders  of  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  C.B.,  have  this  day  been 
promoted. 

Commander  George  PI.  Richards 
Commander  F.  L.  McClintock 

Lieutenant  Walter  W.  May 
Lieutenant  George  F.  Mechani 

Mr.  Francis  B.  Herbert 
Mr.  Fred.  W.  Pyne 
Mr.  George  S.  Nares 
Mr.  Robert  P.  Jenkins 

Mr.  John  B.  Ricards 
Mr.  Robert  C.  Scott 

Mr.  William  Shellabcar  - 
Mr.  James  Lewis     -       .  . 
Mr.  T.  J{ich;mls  - 

Hy  Command  of  their  Lordships, 

(Signed)       W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 


to  be  Captains, 
to  be  Commanders. 

to  be  Lieutenants. 

to  be  Surgeons. 
-  to  be  Master, 
to  be  Paymasters. 


Proceed! 
H.M.S.  ' 
Stai 


Promotion 
officers  of  t 
squadron 


(    831  ) 


V. 


Proceedings  of  Dr.  Rae,  Chief  Factor,  Hudson's 

Bay  Company. 


No.  1. 

Sir,  Repulse  Bay,  July  29,  1854.       Proceedings  of 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  mention,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commis- 
sioners  of  the  Admiralty,  that,  during  my  journey  over  the  ice  and  snow  this 
spring,  with  the  view  of  completing  the  survey  of  the  west  shore  of  Boothia,  I 
met  with  Esquimaux  in  Pelly  Bay,  from  one  of  whom  I  learnt  that  a  paity  of 
"white  men"  (Kabloonans)  had  perished  from  want  of  food  some  distance  to 
the  westward,  and  not  far  beyond  a  large  river  containing  many  falls  and 
rapids.  Subsequently  further  particulars  were  received,  and  a  number  of 
articles  purchased,  which  places  the  fate  of  a  portion  (if  not  of  all)  of  the  then 
survivors  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  long-lost  party  beyond  a  doubt,  a  fate  as 
terrible  as  the  imagination  can  conceive. 

The  substance  of  the  information  obtained  at  various  times  and  from  various 
sources  was  as  follows  : — 

In  the  spring,  four  winters  past  (spring  1850),  a  party  of  "white  men," 
amounting  to  about  forty,  were  seen  travelling  southward  over  the  ice,  and 
dragging  a  boat  with  them,  by  some  Esquimaux  who  were  killing  seals  near 
the  north  shore  of  King  William's  Land  (which  is  a  large  island).  None  of  the 
party  could  speak  the  Esquimaux  language  intelligibly,  but  by  signs  the 
natives  were  made  to  understand  that  their  ship,  or  ships,  had  been  crushed  by 
ice,  and  that  they  were  now  going  to  where  they  expected  to  find  deer  to 
shoot.  From  the  appearance  of  the  men,  all  of  whom,  except  one  officer, 
looked  thin,  they  were  then  supposed  to  be  getting  short  of  provisions,  and 
purchased  a  small  seal  from  the  natives.  At  a  later  date  the  same  season,  but 
previous  to  the  breaking  up  of  the  ice,  the  bodies  of  some  thirty  persons  were 
discovered  on  the  continent,  and  five  on  an  island  near  it,  about  a  long  day's 
journey  to  the  N.W,  of  a  large  stream,  which  can  be  no  other  than  Back's 
Great  Fish  River  (named  by  the  Esquimaux  Oot-Koo-hi-ca-lik),  as  its 
description,  and  that  of  the  low  shore  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Point  Ogle  and 
Montreal  Island,  agrees  exactly  with  that  of  Sir  George  Back.  Some  of  the 
bodies  had  been  buried  (probably  those  of  the  first  victims  of  famine),  some  were 
in  a  tent,  or  tents,  others  under  the  boat,  which  had  been  turned  over  to  form  a 
shelter,  and  several  lay  scattered  about  in  different  directions.  Of  those  found  on 
the  island  one  was  supposed  to  have  been  an  officer,  as  he  had  a  telescope  strapped 
over  his  shoulders,  and  his  double  barrelled  gun  lay  underneath  him. 

From  the  mutilated  state  of  many  of  the  corpses,  and  the  contents  of  the 
kettles,  it  is  evident  that  our  wretched  countrymen  had  been  driven  to  the  last 
resource, — cannibalism, — as  a  means  of  prolonging  existence. 

There  appears  to  have  been  an  abundant  stock  of  ammunition,  as  the  powder 
was  emptied  in  a  heap  on  the  ground  by  the  natives,  out  of  the  kegs  or  cases 
containing  it,  and  a  quantity  of  ball  and  shot  was  found  below  high-water  mark, 
having  probably  been  left  on  the  ice  close  to  the  beach.  There  must  have  been 
a  number  of  watches,  compasses,  telescopes,  guns  several  (double-barrelled),  &c., 
all  of  which  appear  to  have  been  broken  up,  as  I  saw  pieces  of  these  different 
articles  with  the  Esquimaux,  and,  together  with  some  silver  spoons  and  forks, 
purchased  as  many  as  I  could  get.  A  list  of  the  most  important  of  these  I 
enclose,  with  a  rough  sketch  of  the  crests  and  initials  on  the  forks  and  spoons. 
The  articles  themselves  shall  be  handed  over  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Honour- 
able Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  my  arrival  in  London. 

None  of  the  Esquimaux  with  whom  I  conversed  had  seen  the  "  whites,"  nor 
had  they  ever  been  at  the  place  where  the  bodies  were  found,  but  had  their 
information  from  those  who  had  been  there,  and  who  had  seen  the  party  when 
travelling. 

I  offer  no  apology  for  taking  the  liberty  of  addressing  you,  as  I  do  so  from  a 
belief  that  their  Lordships  would  be  desirous  of  being  put  in  possession  at  as 
early  a  date  as  possible  of  any  tiding, — however  meagre  and  unexpectedly 
obtained, — regarding  this  painfully  interesting  subject. 
V.  5  N  2 
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Proceedings  of       I  may  add,  that  by  means  of  our  guns  and  nets  we  obtained  an  ample  BUpply 
Dr.  Rae.        of  provifiions  last  autumn,  and  my  small  party  passed  the  winter  in  snow-houses 

  in  comparative  comfort,  the  skins  of  the  deer  shot  affording  a})undant  warm 

clothing  and  bedding.  My  spring  journey  was  a  failure,  in  consequence  of  an 
accumulation  of  obstacles,  several  of  which  my  former  experience  in  Arctic 
travelling  had  not  taught  me  to  expect. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  E.ae,  C.F., 

Commanding  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty.  pany's  Arctic  p:xpedition. 


List  of  Articles  purchased  from  the  Esquimaux,  said  to  have  been  found  at 
he  place  where  the  party  of  men  died  of  famine  in  spring  1850,  viz  : 

silver  table  fork           -             -             -          -  Crest  No.  1. 

„       „     do.          -          -          .          .       -  2. 

„     spoon          -            -            -            -  „  .3. 

,,       ,,      do.         Motto,  "  Sjmro  meliora."       -  „  4. 

,,     dessert  do.          -          .        .         _          .  „  4. 

„     table  fork             -                      -             -  „  5. 

,,       ,,     do.          -          -          -          "  5) 

,,     dessert  do.          -       -            -                  -  „  5. 

,,     table  spoon          -          -          .        -        _  „  5. 

,,     tea       5,           -          -          -       -          -  ,,  o. 

„     table  fork,  with  initials           -          .          .  H. D.S.G. 

„    do.         „           ...          -  A.M.D. 

„     do.         „        -          -          -          -  G.A.M. 

„       „     do.         „           ....  J.S.P. 

,,     dessertspoon  J.S.P. 

„         „       do.     „            -          -          -       -  G.G. 

,,     table  spoon      ,,        -          -          -          -  I.  T. 

„     tea     do.         „          -          -            -       -  A.M'D. 

„     table  fork        „       -       -          -  I.T. 
small  silver  plate,  engraved  "  Sir  John  Franklin,  K.  C.H."    A  star  or 

order,  with  motto,  "  Nec  aspera  terrent,"  on  one  side,  and  on  the 


reverse 
2  pieces  gold  watch  cases. 

8  pieces,  silver  watch  cases,  one  of  these  with  initials  which  cannot  be 

clearly  deciphered. 
1  piece  of  a  watch  marked  "  James  lleid." 
1  case,  pocket  chronometer,  silver  gilt,  and  dial. 
1  small  silver  pencil  case. 

1  ])iece,  silver  tube  ;  pai  t  of  a  catheter,  1  believe.  (J.l{.) 
I  piece,  some  optical  instrument. 
1  old  gold  cap  l)inid. 

1  surgeon's  scalpel. 

Several  sovereigns  (two),  Bhillings  (four),  and  half-crowns  (two). 

2  pieces  (aboiit  7  inclies),  gold  watch  chain. 
2  leaves  oCtlu;  Student's  Manual. 
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1  surgeon's  knife.  Proceedings  of 

2  common  knives. 

1  woman's  knife,  or  cobler's. 
1  pocket  compass  box. 

1  ivory  handle  of  table  knife,  marked  "  Hickey." 
1  small  narrow  tin  c?se,  marked  "  Fowler  "  (? ) 
1  „  do.  no  top,  marked  "  W.M." 

Sundry  other  articles  of  little  consequence. 
1  piece  of  flannel  under  vest,  marked  F.  D.V.  1845. 
1  albata  plate  table  spoon. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  Rae,  C.F., 
Repulse  Bay,  July  1854.  Commanding  Arctic  Expedition. 


Admiralty,  October  24,  1854. 
Received  from  Dr.  Rae  the  articles  enumerated  in  the  foregoing  list. 

(Signed)  John  Barrow. 


No.  2. 

Mr.  W.  G.  Smith  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

Sir,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  October  23,  1 854. 

By  direction  of  the  Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company,  I  have  the  honour  to  hand  copy  of  a  letter  from  chief  factor 
John  Rae,  written  on  his  arrival  yesterday  from  York  Factory,  Hudson's  Bay. 

Dr.  Rae  having  already  reported  to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
the  fact  of  his  return  to  England,  and  of  his  having  brought  with  him  certain 
articles  belonging  to  Sir  John  Franklin's  party,  the  Governor  and  Committee 
will  not  advert  further  to  the  subject  herein,  than  to  state  that  they  will  be 
happy  to  place  the  several  articles  in  question  at  the  disposal  of  the  Lords 
Commissioners. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  G.  Smith, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty.  Assistant  Secretar3^ 


No.  3. 

Dr.  Rae  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

Tavistock  Hotel,  Covent  Garden,  London, 
Sir,  October  22,  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  for  the  information  of  the  Governor, 
Deputy  Governor,  and  Committee,  that  I  arrived  here  to-day  at  3h.  p.m.,  having 
landed  from  the  Honourable  Company's  ship  "  Prince  of  Wales,"  (32  days  from 
York  Factory, )  this  morning  off  Deal. 

I  regret  to  say  that  my  expedition  has  been  unsuccessful  in  its  object  as 
regards  the  completion  of  the  survey  of  the  West  Coast  of  Boothia ;  on  the 
other  hand,  information  has  been  obtained,  and  articles  purchased  from  the 
Esquimaux  by  me,  which  clearly  prove  that  a  portion,  if  not  the  whole,  of  the 
then  survivors  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  long-lost  party  died  of  starvation  in 
spring  1850,  at  no  great  distance  to  the  north-west  of  the  mouth  of  Back's  Fish 
River. 

Among  the  articles  purchased  from  the  natives  (all  of  which,  accompanied  by 
a  list  of  them,  will  be  found  in  the  York  Packet  Box,)  are,  a  small  silver  plate, 
with  "  Sir  John  Franklin,  K.C.B."  engraved  thereon,  a  star  of  the  Hanoverian 
Order  of  Knighthood,  and  a  number  of  silver  spoons  and  forks,  on  which  are 
marked  the  initials  of  several  of  the  officers  of  both  ships,  viz.,  Captain  Crozier, 
Lieutenant  G.  Gore,  Surgeons  and  Assistant- Surgeons  Goodsir,  Peddie,  and 
M'Donald,  &c.  We  passed  last  winter  at  the  head  of  Repulse  Bay  in  snow 
houses  without  suffering  much  privations,  having  by  great  exertion  in  the  autumn 
collected  a  sufficient  stock  of  fuel,  venison,  and  fish,  to  place  us  beyond  the 
reach  of  want  for  the  cold  season. 

5  N  3 
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Proceedings  I  beg  to  apologize  for  not  having  a  detailed  report  of  the  expedition  and  a 
of  Dr.  Rae.  chart  of  my  discoveries  (amounting  to  about  200  miles),  prepared  for  the 
perusal  and  inspection  of  the  Honourable  Committee ;  but  my  duties  were  so 
various,  and  required  such  constant  attention  from  the  time  of  my  leaving 
Repulse  Bay  on  August  4th,  until  my  arrival  at  York  J^actory  on  the  iiOth  of 
the  same  month,  and  the  voyage  across  the  Atlantic  has  been  so  stormy,  that  I 
have  not  been  able  to  complete  these  documents,  but  hope  to  place  them  in 
your  hands  in  a  day  or  two. 

In  conclusion,  I  may  remark  that  the  conduct  of  my  men  was,  generally 
speaking,  excellent,  and  the  whole  party  enjoyed  perfect  health. 

I  have,  &c. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  (Signed)       John  Rae, 

Hudson's  Bay  Company. 


No.  4. 

Sir,  Admiralty  October  24,  1854. 

Having  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  your  letter 
of  the  23d  instant,  placing  at  their  disposal  the  articles  belonging  to  Sir  John 
Franklin's  party,  brought  to  England  by  Dr.  Rae,  I  am  directed  by  their  Lord- 
ships to  express  their  thanks  to  the  Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Hudson's 
Bay  Company  for  the  same,  and  to  request  you  will  inform  Dr.  Rae  of  their 
Lordships'  high  approval  of  the  services  of  Dr.  Rae,  who  has  set  at  rest  the 
unfortunate  fate  of  Sir  John  Franklin  and  his  party. 

My  Lords  take  the  opportunity  of  making  known  to  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  their  anxiety  in  regard  to  the  safety  of  Captain  Collinson  of  Her 
Majesty's  ship  "  Enterprise,"  and  their  opinion  that  it  is  by  no  means  impro- 
bable that  that  officer  may  be  compelled  to  abandon  his  ship,  and  to  endeavour 
to  reach  the  Mackenzie  River. 

Under  such  circumstances  my  Lords  would  be  obliged  if  the  Company  would 
take  such  further  steps  for  the  safety  of  any  of  the  crew  of  the  "  Enterprise  "  as 
the  Company  may  deem  necessary  to  adopt,  the  officers  and  crew  consisting  of 
about  65  persons  ;  and  should  the  present  store  of  provisions  and  warm  clothing, 
or  comforts,  at  the  post  of  the  Mackenzie  be  of  limited  extent,  my  Lords 
request  the  Company  will  adopt  every  possible  means  of  insuring  the  necessary 
supplies  by  the  earliest  opportunity. 

(Signed)        W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 

W.  G.  Smith,  Esq., 

Hudson's  Bay  House. 


No.  5. 

Sir,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  October  26,  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  Captain  Hamilton's 
letter  of  the  24th  instant,  and  shall  have  much  pleasure  in  communicating  to 
Dr.  Rae  the  approval  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty. 

With  reference  to  the  possibility  of  Captain  Collinson  being  compelled  to 
make  his  way  to  Mackenzie's  River,  I  beg  to  state  that  we  are  of  opinion  that 
no  difficulty  will  be  foimd  in  supporting  any  number  of  people  that  he  may 
bring  witli  him  among  the  different  posts  on  Mackenzie's  River,  as  we  believe 
that  an  ample  su[)ply  of  provisions,  clothing,  &c.,  has  been  forwarded  for  such 
a  contingency. 

I  have,  however,  directed  that  a  copy  of  (  Japtain  Hamilton's  letter  be  for- 
warded by  to-morrow's  mail  to  Sir  George  Sinqison,  and  that  he  be  informed 
that  any  measures  which  he  may  think  desirable  to  adopt  to  carry  out  the 
wishes  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  will  meet  with  the  hearty  concurrence  of 
the  Governor  and  (Committee. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       John  Shkvhkrd, 

Deputy  GovernoL 

Right  lion.  Sir  James  Graham,  Bnrt.,  (J.(M5.,  M.P., 
&c.  ^c.  •&C. 

Admiralty.  • 


(    835  ) 


No.  6  Proceedings  of 

Dr.  Rae. 

Sir,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  December  1,  1854.  — — 

By  direction  of  the  Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Compan}^  I  have  the  honour  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Com- 
missioners of  the  Admiralty,  Dr.  Rae's  detailed  report  of  his  expedition  to  the 
polar  regions  during  the  past  and  present  years. 

W  A.  B.  Hamilton  Esq.,  f^^  ^ 

&C.         &C.         &C.  V    &       /  ' 

Admiralty.   — • 

Sir,  York  Factory,  Hudson's  Bay,  September  1,  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  for  the  information  of  the  Governor,  Deputy 
Governor,  and  Committee,  that  I  arrived  here  yesterday  with  my  party  all  in 
good  health,  but,  from  causes  which  will  be  explained  in  their  proper  place, 
without  having  effected  the  object  of  the  expedition.  At  the  same  time 
information  has  been  obtained  and  articles  purchased  from  the  natives,  which 
prove  beyond  a  doubt  that  a  portion,  if  not  all,  of  the  then  survivors  of  the 
long-lost  and  unfortunate  party  under  Sir  John  Franklin  had  met  with  a  fate 
as  melancholy  and  dreadful  as  it  is  possible  to  imagine. 

B}'-  a  letter,  dated  Chesterfield  Inlet,  9th  August  1853,  you  are  in  possession 
of  my  proceedings  up  to  tliat  time.  Late  on  the  evening  of  that  day  we  parted 
company  with  our  small  consort,  she  steering  down  to  the  southward,  whilst  Ave 
took  the  opposite  direction  towards  Repulse  Bay. 

Light  and  variable  winds  sadly  retarded  our  advance  northward,  but  by 
anchoring  during  the  flood,  and  sailing  or  rowing  with  the  ebb  tide,  we  gained 
some  ground  daily.  On  the  11th  we  met  with  upwards  of  300  walrus  lying 
on  a  rock  a  few  miles  off  shore.  They  were  not  at  all  shy,  and  several  were 
toortally  wounded,  but  one  only  (an  immensely  large  fellow)  Avas  shot  dead 
by  myself.  The  greater  part  of  the  fat  was  cut  off  and  taken  on  board,  which 
supplied  us  abundantly  with  oil  for  our  lamps  ail  Avinter. 

On  the  forenoon  of  the  14th,  having  a  fair  wind,  we  rounded  Cape  Hope 
and  ran  up  Repulse  Bay,  but  as  the  weather  Avas  very  fogg}^  completely  hiding 
every  object  at  the  distance  of  a  quarter  of  a  mile,  we  made  the  land  about 
seven  miles  east  of  my  old  winter  quarters.  Next  day,  midst  heavy  rain,  we 
ran  down  to  North  Pole  River,  moored  the  boat,  and  pitched  the  tents. 

The  Aveather  being  still  dark  and  gloomy,  the  surrounding  country  presented 
a  most  dreary  aspect.  Thick  masses  of  ice  clung  to  the  shore,  AA^hilst  immense 
drifts  of  snoAV  filled  each  ravine,  and  lined  every  steep  bank  that  had  a 
southerly  exposure.  No  Esquimaux  were  to  be  seen,  nor  any  recent  traces  of 
them.  Appearances  could  not  be  less  promising  for  wintering  safely,  yet  I 
determined  to  remain  until  the  1st  September,  by  which  date  some  opinion  could 
be  formed  as  to  the  practicability  of  procuring  sufficient  food  and  fuel  for  our 
support  during  the  winter,  all  the  provisions  on  board  at  this  time  being  equal 
to  only  three  months  consumption. 

The  Aveather  fortunately  improved,  and  not  a  moment  was  lost.  Nets  were 
set,  hunters  were  sent  out  to  procure  A^^enison,  and  the  majority  of  the  party 
was  constantly  employed  collecting  fuel.  By  the  end  of  August  a  supply  of 
the  latter  essential  article  (Andromeda  Tetragona)  for  fourteen  Aveeks  was  laid 
up  ;  thirteen  deer  and  one  musk  bull  had  been  shot,  and  136  salmon  caught. 
Some  of  the  favourite  haunts  of  the  Esquimaux  had  been  visited,  but  no  indications 
were  seen  to  lead  us  to  suppose  that  they  had  been  lately  in  the  neighbourhood. 

The  absence  of  the  natives  caused  me  some  anxiety,  not  that  I  expected  an}'- 
aid  from  them,  but  because  I  could  attribute  their  having  abandoned  so  favourite 
a  locality  to  no  other  cause  than  a  scarcity  of  food,  arising  from  the  deer 
having  taken  another  route  in  their  migrations  to  and  from  the  north. 

On  the  1st  of  September  I  explained  our  position  to  the  men,  the  quantity 
of  proAdsions  Ave  had,  and  the  prospects,  which  AA^ere  far  from  flattering,  of 
getting  more. 

Tney  all  most  readily  volunteered  to  remain,  and  our  preparations  for  a  nine 
months'  Avinter  were  continued  Avith  unabated  energy.  The  weather  generally 
speaking  was  favourable,  and  our  exertions  Avere  so  successful  that  by  the  end 
of  the  month  we  had  a  quantity  of  provisions  and  fuel  collected  adequate  to 
our  Avants  up  to  the  period  of  the  spring  migrations  of  the  deer. 
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Proceedings  of        109  deer,  onc  musk  ox  (including  those  killed  in  August),  fifty-three  brace 
Dr.  Rae.  ptarmigan,  and  one  seal,  had  been  shot,  and  the  nets  produced  fifty-four 

salmon.  Of  the  larger  animals  above  enumerated,  forty-nine  deer  and  the 
musk  ox  were  shot  by  myself,  twenty-one  deer  by  Mistegan,  the  deer-hunter, 
fourteen  by  another  of  the  men,  nine  by  William  (Juligbuck,  and  sixteen  by 
the  remaining  four  men. 

The  cold  weather  set  in  very  early  and  with  great  severity.  On  the  20th 
all  the  smaller  and  some  of  the  larger  lakes  were  covered  with  ice  four  to  six 
inches  thick.  This  was  far  from  advantageous  for  deer  shooting,  as  these 
animals  were  enabled  to  cross  the  country  in  all  directions,  instead  of  following 
their  accustomed  passes. 

October  was  very  stormy  and  cold.  About  the  15th  the  migrations  of  the 
deer  terminated,  and  twenty-five  more  were  added  to  our  stock.  Forty-two 
salmon  and  twenty  trout  were  caught  with  nets  and  hooks  set  in  lakes  under 
the  ice.  On  the  28th  the  snow  was  packed  hard  enough  for  building,  and  we 
were  glad  to  exchange  the  cold  and  dismal  tents  (in  which  the  temperature  had 
latterly  been  36°  or  37°  below  the  freezing  point)  for  the  more  comfortable 
shelter  of  snow  houses,  which  Avere  built  on  the  S.E.S.  side  of  Beacon  Hill,  by 
which  they  were  well  protected  from  the  prevailing  N.W.  gales.  The  houses 
were  nearly  half  a  mile  south  of  my  winter  quarters  of  1846-7. 

The  weather  in  November  was  comparatively  fine,  but  cold ;  the  highest, 
lowest,  and  mean  temperature,  uncorrected  for  error  of  thermometer,  being 
respectively  38°  and  18°  3  below  zero.  Some  deer  were  occasionally  seen,  but 
only  four  were  shot ;  some  wolves,  several  foxes,  and  one  wolverine  were  killed, 
and  from  the  nets  fifty-nine  salmon  and  twenty-two  trout  were  obtained. 

Our  most  productive  fishery  was  in  a  lake  about  three  miles  distant,  bearing 
east  (magnetic)  from  Beacon  Hill  or  the  mouth  of  North  Pole  River. 

The  whole  of  December,  a  very  few  days  excepted,  was  one  continual  gale, 
with  snow  and  drift.  When  practicable,  the  men  were  occupied  scraping  under 
snow  for  fuel,  by  which  means  our  stock  of  that  very  essential  article  was  kept 
up.  The  mean  temperature  of  this  month  was  23°  below  zero.  The  produce 
of  our  nets  and  guns  was  extremely  small,  amounting  to  one  partridge,  one 
wolf,  and  twenty-seven  fish. 

1854.  On  the  1st  of  January  the  temperature  rose  to  the  very  unusual 
height  of  18°  above  zero,  the  wind  at  the  time  being  S.E,,  with  snow.  Our  nets, 
after  being  set  in  different  lakes  without  success,  were  finally  taken  up  on  the 
12th,  only  five  small  fish  having  been  caught.  The  thermometer  was  tested  by 
freezing  mercury  and  found  to  be  in  error,  the  temperature  indicated  by  it  being 
4°5  too  high. 

The  cold  during  February  was  steady  and  severe,  but  there  were  fewer 
storms  than  usual.  Deer  were  more  numerous,  and  generally  travelling  north- 
ward ;  one  or  two  were  wounded,  but  none  killed.  On  two  occasions  (1st  and 
27th)  that  beautiful  but  rare  appearance  of  the  clouds  near  the  sun,  with  three 
fringes  of  pink  and  green  following  the  outline  of  the  cloud,  was  seen,  and  I 
may  add  that  the  same  splendid  phenomenon  was  frequently  observed  during 
the  spring,  and  was  generally  followed  by  a  day  or  two  of  fine  weather. 

During  the  latter  part  of  the  month  preparations  were  being  made  for  our  spring 
journies.  A  carpenter  s  workshop  was  built  of  sno^v,  and  our  sledges  were  taken 
to  pieces,  reduced  to  as  light  a  weight  as  possible,  and  then  re-united  more 
securely  than  before.  The  mean  temperature  of  February,  corrected  for  error 
of  thermometer,  was  .39°  beloAV  zero  ;  the  highest  and  lowest  being  20°  and  53°. 

On  the  1st  of  Marcli  a  female  deer  in  fine  condition  was  shot,  and  on  the 
9th  and  10th  two  more  were  killed.  Three  men  were  absent  some  days  daring 
this  month  in  search  of  ]<'s(|ui\naiix,  from  whom  we  wished  to  obtain  dogs. 
They  wcnit  as  far  as  the  head  of  lU)ss  J3ay,  but  found  no  traces  of  these 
peo])le. 

On  the  14th  I  started,  witli  three  men  hauling  sledges  with  provisions,  to  be 
placed  in  "cache"  for  the  long  spring  journey.  Owing  to  the  stormy  state  of 
the  weather  avc  got  no  farthei-  than  (Jape  Lady  Pelly,  on  the  most  northerly 
point  of  which  our  stores  werc^  plac(-(l  under  a,  heap  of  large  stones,  secure  from 
luiy  animal,  exc(;])t  man  or  the  b(;ar.  We  returned  on  tlie  24th,  the  distance 
walked  altogether  being  170  miles. 

On  t  he  .31st  March,  leaving  thn^e  jnen  in  charge  of  the  boat  and  stores,  1 
set  out  with  the  other  four,  including  the  interpreter,  with  the  view  of  tracing 
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the  west  coast  of  Boothia  from  the  Castor  and  Pollux  River  to  Bellot  Strait.    Proceedings  of 
The  weight  of  our  provisions,  &c.,  with  those  deposited  on  the  way,  amounted        Dr.  Rae. 
to  865  lbs., — an  ample  supply  for  sixty-five  days. 

The  route  followed  for  part  of  the  journey  being  exactly  the  same  as  that  of 
spring  1847,  it  is  unnecessary  to  describe  it.  During  the  two  first  days, 
although  we  did  not  travel  more  than  fifteen  miles  per  day,  the  men  found  the 
work  extremely  hard;  and  as  I  perceived  that  one  of  them  (a  fine  active  young 
fellow,  but  a  light  weight)  would  be  unable  to  keep  pace  with  the  others,  he 
was  sent  back,  and  replaced  by  Mistegan,  a  very  able  man,  and  an  experienced 
sledge  hauler.  More,  than  a  day  was  lost  in  making  this  exchange,  but  there 
was  still  abundance  of  time  to  complete  our  work,  if  not  opposed  by  more  than 
common  obstacles. 

On  the  6th  April  we  arrived  at  our  provision  "  cache  "  and  found  it  all  safe. 
Having  placed  the  additional  stores  on  the  sledges,  which  made  those  of  the 
men  weigh  more  than  1 60  lbs.  eacli,  and  my  own  about  110  lbs.,  we  travelled 
seven  miles  farther,  then  built  a  snow  house  on  the  ice  two  miles  from  shore. 
We  had  passed  among  much  rough  ice,  but  hitherto  the  drift  banks  of  snow, 
by  lying  in  the  same  direction  in  which  wc  were  travelling,  made  the  walking 
tolerabl_y  good.  As  we  advanced  to  the  northward,  however,  these  crossed  our 
track  (showing  that  the  prevailing  winter  gales  had  been  from  the  westward), 
and  together  with  stormy  weather  impeded  us  so  much  that  w^e  did  not  reach 
Colvill  Bay  until  the  lUth.  The  position  of  our  snow  house  was  in  latitude 
68°  13'  5"  N.,  longitude  by  chronometer  88°  14'  5i''  W.,  the  variation  of  the 
compass  being  86°  20'  W.  From  this  place  it  was  my  intention  to  strike  across 
land  as  straight  as  possible  for  the  Castor  and  Pollux  River. 

The  1 1  th  was  so  stormy  that  we  could  not  move,  and  the  next  day,  after 
placing  "  en  cache  "  two  days  provisions,  we  had  walked  only  six  miles  in  a 
westerly  direction,  when  a  gale  of  wind  compelled  us  to  get  under  shelter.  The 
weather  improved  in  the  evening,  an  d  having  the  benefit  of  full  moon  we 
started  again  at  a  few  minutes  to  8  p.m.  Our  course  at  first  was  the  same  as 
it  had  been  in  the  morning,  but  the  snow  soon  became  so  soft  and  deep  that 
I  turned  more  to  the  northward  in  search  of  firmer  footing.  The  walking  was 
excessively  fatiguing,  and  would  have  been  so  even  to  persons  travelling  unin- 
cumbered, as  Ave  sank  at  every  step  knee  deep  in  snow.  Eight  and  a  half  miles 
were  accomplished  in  six  and  a  half  hours,  at  the  end  of  which,  as  we  required 
some  rest,  a  small  snow  house  was  built,  and  we  had  some  tea  and  frozen 
pemican. 

After  resting  three  hours  we  resumed  our  march,  and  by  making  long  detours 
found  the  snow  occasionally  hard  enough  to  support  our  weight.  At  30  minutes 
to  noon  on  the  13th  our  day's  journey  terminated  in  latitude  6S°  23'  30"  N., 
longitude  89°  3'  53"  W.,  variation  of  compass  83°  30'  W.  At  a  mile  and  a  half 
from  our  bivouac  we  had  crossed  the  arm  of  a  lake  of  considerable  extent,  but 
the  countrj-  around  was  so  flat  and  so  completely  covered  with  snow  that  its  limits 
could  not  be  easily  defined,  and  our  snow  hut  was  on  the  borders  of  another 
lake,  apparently  somewhat  smaller. 

A  snow  storm  of  great  violence  raged  during  the  whole  of  the  14th,  which 
did  not  prevent  us  from  making  an  attempt  to  get  forward ;  after  persevering 
two  and  a  half  hours,  and  gaining  a  mile  and  a  half  distance,  v/e  were  again 
forced  to  take  shelter. 

The  15th  was  very  beautiful,  with  a  temperature  of  only  8°  below  zero.  The 
heavy  fall  of  snoAv  had  made  the  walking  and  sledge  hauling  worse  than  before. 
It  was  impossible  to  keep  a  straight  course,  and  we  had  to  turn  much  out  of  our 
way  so  as  to  select  the  hardest  drift  banks.  After  advancing  several  miles  we 
fortunatel}^  reached  a  large  lake  containing  a  number  of  islands,  on  one  of  which. 
I  noticed  an  old  Esquimaux  tent  site.  The  fresh  footmarks  of  a  partridge 
(tetrao  rupestris)  were  also  seen,  being  the  only  signs  of  living  thing  (a  few 
tracks  of  foxes  excepted)  that  we  had  observed  since  commencing  the  traverse 
of  this  dreary  Avaste  of  snow  clad  country.  To  the  lake  above  mentioned  and 
to  those  seen  previously  the  name  of  Barrow  AA-as  given  as  a  mark  of  respect 
to  John  Bfirrow,  Esquire,  of  the  Admiralty,  AA'hose  zeal  in  promoting,  and 
liberality  in  supporting  many  of  the  expeditions  to  the  Arctic  Sea  are  too  Avell 
knoAvn  to  requii'e  any  comment,  farther  than  that  he  presented  a  very  valuable 
Halkett's  boat  for  the  service  of  my  party  (named  by  him  the  "  James  Fitzjames"), 
vv'hich,  unfortunately,  by  some  irregularity  in  the  raihvay  baggage  trains  betAveen 
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frocpedings  of    London  and  Liverpool,  did  not  reach  the  latter  place  in  time  for  the  Htearnci, 
Dr^Rae.        although  scnt  from  l^ondon  some  days  before.    Our  snow  hut  was  huilt  on 
'  the  edge  of  a  small  lake  in  latitude  68''  31'  ?M"  N.,  longitude       1  I'  5r/'  W., 

variation  of  compass  82"  30'  W. 

The  difficulties  of  walking  were  somewhat  diminished  on  tlie  iGtli  by  a  fresh 
breeze  of  wind  which  drifted  the  snow  (jff  tlie  highei-  ground,  and  v\e  were 
en;abled  to  make  a  fair  day's  journey.  Ivirly  on  the  17th  we  reached  the  shore 
of  Pelly  Bay,  but  had  barely  got  a  view  ol'  its  rugged  ice  covering  before  a 
dense  fog  came  on,  and  we  had  to  .steer  by  compass  for  a  large  I'ocky  island 
some  miles  to  the  westward,  and  stopped  on  an  islet  near  its  east  shore  until 
the  fog  cleared  away.  This  luckily  happened  some  time  before  noon,  and 
afforded  an  opportunity  of  obtaining  observations,  the  results  of  whicli  were, — 
latitude  68°  44'  53"  N.,  longitude  by  chronometer  89"  34'  47"  W.,  and  variation 
84°  20'  W.  Even  on  the  ice  we  found  the  snow  soft  and  deep, — a  most  unusual 
circumstance.  The  many  detentions  I  had  met  with  caused  me  now,  instead  of 
making  for  the  Castor  and  Pollux  River,  to  attempt  a  direct  course  towards  the 
magnetic  pole,  should  the  land  west  of  the  bay  be  smooth  enough  for  travelling 
over.  The  large  island  west  of  us  was  so  rugged  and  steep  that  there  was  no 
crossing  it  with  sledges,  we  therefore  travelled  along  its  shore  to  the  northward, 
and  stopped  for  the  night  within  a  few  miles  of  its  northern  extremity.  The 
track  of  an  Esquimaux  sledge  drawn  by  dogs  was  observed  to-day,  but  it  was 
of  old  date. 

''J'he  morning  of  the  18th  was  very  foggy,  but  after  rounding  the  north  point 
of  the  island  it  became  clear,  and  we  travelled  due  west,  or  very  nearly  so,  until 
within  three  miles  of  the  west  shore  of  the  bay,  which  presented  an  appearance 
So  rocky  and  mountainous  that  it  was  evident  we  could  not  traverse  it  without 
much  loss  of  time.  As  the  country  towards  the  head  of  the  bay  looked  more 
level  I  turned  to  the  southward,  and  after  a  most  circuitous  walk  of  more  than 
sixteen  miles  we  built  our  snow  house  on  the  ice  five  miles  from  shore.  Many 
old  traces  of  Esquimaux  were  seen  on  the  ice  to-day. 

On  the  19th  we  continued  travelling  southward,  and  our  day's  journey, 
about  equal  to  that  of  yesterday,  terminated  near  the  head  of  the  bay. 

20th  April,  The  fresh  footmarks  of  an  Esquimaux  with  a  sledge  having  been 
seen  yesterday  on  the  ice  within  a  short  distance  of  our  resting  place,  the  inter- 
preter and  one  man  were  sent  to  look  for  them,  the  other  two  being  employed  in 
hunting  and  collecting  fuel,  whilst  I  obtained  excellent  observations,  the  results 
of  which  were— latitude  68°  29'  28"  N.,  longitude  by  chronometer  90°  18'  32"  W., 
variation  of  compass  98°  30'  W.  The  latter  is  apparently  erroneous,  probably 
caused  by  much  local  attraction. 

After  an  absence  of  eleven  hours  the  men  sent  in  search  of  Esquimaux  returned 
in  company  with  seventeen  natives  (five  of  whom  were  women),  and  several  of 
them  had  been  at  Repulse  Bay  when  I  was  there  in  1847-  Most  of  the  others 
had  never  before  seen  "  whites,"  and  were  extremely  forward  and  troublesome. 
They  would  give  us  no  information  on  which  any  reliance  could  be  placed, 
and  none  of  them  would  consent  to  accompany  us  for  a  day  or  two,  although  I 
promised  to  reward  them  liberally.  Apparently  there  was  a  great  objection 
to  cur  travelling  across  the  country  in  a  westcrl}"  direction.  Finding  it  was 
their  object  to  puzzle  the  interpreter,  and  mislead  us,  [  declined  purchasing 
more  than  a  piece  of  seal  from  them,  and  sent  them  away,  not,  however,  without 
some  difficulty,  as  they  lingered  about  with  the  hope  of  stealing  something,  and, 
notwithstanding  our  vigilance,  succeeded  in  abstracting  from  one  of  the  sledges 
a  few  pounds  of  biscuit  and  grease. 

The  morning  of  the  21st  was  extremely  fine,  and  at  3  a.m.  we  started  across 
land  towards  a  very  conspicuous  hill  bearing  west  of  us.  On  a  rocky  eminence 
some  miles  inland  we  made  a  "  cache  "  of  the  seal's  flesh  we  had  purchased. 
Whilst  doing  tins  our  interpreter  made  an  attempt  to  join  his  countrymen  ; 
fortunately  his  absence  was  observed  before  he  liad  gone  back  very  far,  and  he 
was  overtaken  after  a  sharp  race  of  four  or  five  miles.  l  ie  was  in  a  great  fright 
when  we  came  up  to  him,  and  was  crying  like  a  child,  but  expressed  his 
n^adinesH  to  retiu'n,  and  pleaded  sickness  as  an  excuse  for  his  conduct.  I  believe 
he  was  really  unwell,  ])robably  from  having  eaten  too  nuich  boiled  seal's  flesh, 
with  which  \w.  had  been  regaled  at  the  snow  huts  of  the  Uiitives. 

Having  taken  some  ol'  tlu^  lading  off  Ouligbuek's  sledge,  we  had  barely 
rcbumcd  our  journey  when  we  were  met  by  a  very  intelligent  Esquimaux 


(    839  ) 


driving  a  dog's  sledge  laden  with  musk  ox  beef.  This  man  at  once  consented  Proceedings  of 
to  accompany  us  two  days  journey,  and  in  a  few  minutes  had  deposited  his  DivRae. 
load  on  the  snow,  and  was  ready  to  join  us.  Having  explained  my  object  to 
him,  he  said  that  the  road  by  which  he  had  come  was  the  best  for  us,  and, 
having  lightened  the  men's  sledges,  we  travelled  with  more  facility.  We  were 
now  joined  by  another  of  the  natives  who  had  been  absent  seal  hunting  yester- 
day, but  being  anxious  to  see  us  had  visited  our  snow  house  early  this  morning, 
and  then  followed  up  our  track.  This  man  was  very  communicative,  and  on 
putting  to  him  the  usual  questions  as  to  his  having  seen  "  white  men  "  before,  or 
any  ships  or  boats,  he  replied  in  the  negative,  but  said  that  a  party  of  "  Kabloo- 
nans  "  had  died  of  starvation  a  long  distance  to  the  west  of  where  we  then  were, 
and  beyond  a  large  river.  He  stated  that  he  did  not  know  the  exact  place,  that 
he  never  had  been  there,  and  that  he  could  not  accompany  us  so  far. 

The  substance  of  the  information  then  and  subsequently  obtained  from 
various  sources  was  to  the  following  effect : — 

In  the  spring,  four  winters  past  (1850),  whilst  some  Esquimaux  families  were 
killing  seals  near  the  north  shore  of  a  large  island,  named  in  Arrowsmith's 
charts.  King  William's  Land,  about  forty  white  men  were  seen  travelling  in 
company  southward  over  the  ice,  and  dragging  a  boat  and  sledges  with  them. 
They  were  passing  along  the  west  shore  of  the  above-named  island.  None  of 
the  party  could  speak  the  Esquimaux  language  so  well  as  to  be  understood,  but 
by  signs  the  natives  were  led  to  believe  the  ship  or  ships  had  been  crushed  by 
ice,  and  that  they  were  then  going  to  where  they  expected  to  find  deer  to  shoot. 
From  the  appearance  of  the  men  (all  of  whom,  with  the  exception  of  one  officer, 
were  hauling  on  the  drag  ropes  of  the  sledge,  and  were  looking  thin,)  they 
were  then  supposed  to  be  getting  short  of  provisions,  and  they  purchased  a 
small  seal  or  piece  of  seal  from  the  natives.  The  officer  was  described  as  being 
a  tall  stout  middle-aged  man.  When  their  day's  journey  terminated  they 
pitched  tents  to  rest  in. 

At  a  later  date  the  same  season,  but  previous  to  the  disruption  of  the  ice, 
the  corpses  of  some  thirty  persons  and  some  graves  were  discovered  on  the  con- 
tinent, and  five  dead  bodies  on  an  island  near  it,  about  a  long  day's  journey  to 
the  north-west  of  the  mouth  of  a  large  stream,  which  can  be  no  other  than 
Back's  Great  Fish  River  (named  by  the  Esquimaux  Oot-koo-hi-ca-lik),  as  its 
description  and  that  of  the  low  shore  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Point  Ogle  and 
Montreal  Island  agree  exactly  with  that  of  Sir  George  Back.  Some  of  the 
bodies  were  in  a  tent  or  tents,  others  were  under  the  boat,  which  had  been 
turned  over  to  form  a  shelter,  and  some  lay  scattered  about  in  different  direc- 
tions. Of  those  seen  on  the  island  it  was  supposed  that  one  was  that  of  an 
officer  (chief),  as  he  had  a  telescope  strapped  over  his  shoulders,  and  his  double- 
barrelled  gun  lay  underneath  him. 

From  the  mutilated  state  of  many  of  the  bodies,  and  the  contents  of  the 
kettles,  it  is  evident  that  our  wretched  countrymen  had  been  driven  to  the  last 
^  dread  alternative  as  a  means  of  sustaining  life.  A  few  of  the  unfortunate  men 
must  have  survived  until  the  arrival  of  the  wild  fowl  (say  until  the  end  of 
May),  as  shots  were  heard  and  fresh  bones  and  feathers  of  geese  were  noticed 
near  the  scene  of  the  sad  event. 

There  appears  to  have  been  an  abundant  store  of  ammunition,  as  the  gun- 
powder was  emptied  by  the  natives  in  a  heap  on  the  ground  out  of  the  kegs  or 
cases  containing  it,  and  a  quantity  of  shot  and  ball  was  found  below  high-water 
mark,  having  probably  been  left  on  the  ice  close  to  the  beach  before  the  spring 
thaw  commenced.  There  must  have  been  a  number  of  telescopes,  guns 
(several  of  them  double-barrelled),  watches,  compasses,  &c.,  all  of  which  seem 
to  have  been  broken  up,  as  I  saw  pieces  of  these  different  articles  with  the 
natives,  and  I  purchased  as  many  as  possible,  together  with  some  silver  spoons 
and  forks,  an  order  of  merit  in  the  form  of  a  star,  and  a  small  silver  plate 
engraved  Sir  John  Franklin,  K.C.H. 

Enclosed  is  a  list  of  the  principal  articles  bought,  with  a  note  of  the  initials, 
and  a  rough  pen-and-ink  sketch  of  the  crests  on  the  forks  and  spoons.  The 
articles  themselves  I  shall  have  the  honour  of  handing  over  to  you  on  my 
arrival  in  London. 

None  of  the  Esquimaux  with  whom  I  had  communication  saw  the  "  white 
men"  either  when  living  or  after  death,  nor  had  they  ever  been  at  the  place 
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Proceedings  of  where  the  corpses  were  found,  but  had  their  information  from  natives  who  hafl 
been  there,  and  who  had  seen  the  party  wlien  ti-avelh'n^-  over  the  ice.  From 
what  I  could  learn  there  is  no  reason  to  suspect  that  any  violence  had  been 
offered  to  the  sufferers  by  the  natives. 

As  the  dog's  in  the  sledg-e  were  fatigued  before  they  joined  us,  our  day's 
journey  was  a  short  one.  Our  snow  })ouse  was  built  in  latitude  29'  N.  and 
longitude  90°  42' 42''  W.  on  the  bed  of  a  river  having  high  mud  banks,  and 
which  falls  into  the  west  side  of  Pclly  I5ay  about  latitude  68"  47'  N.  and  longi- 
tude 90°  25'  W. 

On  the  22d  we  travelled  along  the  north  bank  of  the  river  (which  I  named 
after  Captain  Beecher  of  the  Admiralty)  in  a  westerly  direction  for  seven  or 
eight  miles,  until  abreast  of  a  lofty  and  peculiarly  shaped  hill,  already  alluded 
to,  and  which  I  named  P]llice  Mountain,  when  we  turned  more  to  the  northward. 
We  soon  arrived  at  a  long  narroAv  lake,  on  which  we  encamped,  a  few  miles 
from  its  east  end,  our  day's  march  being  little  more  than  thirteen  miles.  Our 
Esquimaux  auxiliaries  were  now  anxious  to  return,  being  in  dread,  or  professing 
to  be  so,  that  the  wolves  or  wolverines  would  find  their  "  cache  "  of  meat  and 
destroy  it.  Having  paid  them  liberally  for  their  aid  and  information,  and  having 
bade  them  a  most  friendly  farewell,  they  set  out  for  home  as  we  were  preparing 
for  bed. 

Next  morning  provisions  for  six  days  were  secured  under  a  heap  of  ponderous 
stones,  and  we  resumed  our  march  along  the  lake.  Thick  weather,  snow- 
storms, and  heavy  walking  sadly  retarded  our  advance.  The  Esquimaux  had 
recommended  me,  after  reaching  the  end  of  the  chain  of  lakes  (which  ran  in  a 
north-westerly  direction  for  nearly  twenty  miles,  and  then  turned  sharply  to 
the  southward),  to  follow  the  windings  of  a  brook  that  flowed  from  them.  This 
I  attempted  to  do,  until  finding  that  we  would  be  led  thereby  far  to  the  south 
we  struck  across  land  to  the  west,  am.ong  a  series  of  hills  and  valleys.  Tracks 
of  deer  now  became  numerous,  and  a  few  traces  of  musk  cattle  were  observed. 

At  2  A.M.  on  the  26th  we  fell  upon  a  liver,  with  banks  of  mud  and  gravel 
twent}''  to  forty  feet  high,  and  about  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  width.  After  a  most 
laborious  walk  of  more  than  eighteen  miles  we  found  an  old  snow  hut,  which, 
after  a  few  repairs,  was  made  habitable,  and  we  were  snugly  housed  at 
6h,  40m.  A.M.    Our  position  was  in  latitude  68°25'27"N.,  longitude  92°53'14"  W. 

One  of  niy  men  who,  from  carelessness  some  weeks  before,  had  severely 
frozen  two  of  his  toes,  was  nov/  scarcely  able  to  walk,  and  as,  by  Esquimaux  report, 
we  could  not  be  very  far  from  the  sea,  I  prepared  to  start  in  the  evening,  with 
two  men  and  four  days  provisions,  for  the  Castor  and  Pollux  River,  leaving  the 
lame  man  and  another  to  follow  at  their  leisure  a  few  miles  on  our  track  to  some 
rocks  that  lay  in  our  route,  where  they  were  more  likely  to  find  both  fuel  and 
game  than  on  the  bare  flat  ground  where  we  then  were. 

The  evening  of  the  26th  was  very  fine  as  we  commenced  tracing  the  course 
of  the  river  seaward,  sometimes  following  its  coarse,  at  others  travelling  on  its 
left  or  right  bank  to  cut  off  points.  At  4  a.m  on  the  27th  wc  reached  the 
mouth  of  the  rivei',  which,  by  subsequent  observation,  I  found  to  be  situate  in 
latitude  68°  32'  N.  and  longitude  93°  20'  W.  It  was  rather  difficult  to  discover 
when  we  had  reached  the  sea,  until  a  mass  of  rough  ice  settled  the  question 
beyond  a,  doubt.  Alter  leaving  the  river  we  walked  rapidl}^  due  west  lor  six 
miles,  then  built  our  usual  snug  habitation  on  the  ice  three  miles  from  shore, 
and  had  some  partridges  (tetrao  nnitus)  for  supper  at  the  unseasonable  hour  of 
8  a.m.  We  had  seen  great  numbers  of  tliese  birds  during  the  night.  Our 
latitude  was  68°  32'  ]'' N.  longitude  93°  33' 48"  W.,  being  3' 38"  N.  and  about 
40'  I'i,  of  Simpson's  position  of  the  mouth  of  the  ('astor  ami  Pollux  River, 

Th(!  weather  was  overcast  with  snow  when  we  resumed  our  journey  at 
8h.  .3()m.  p,M,  On  the  27th  we  directed  oui-  course  directly  for  the  shore, 
which  we  reached  aJtei'  a,  shnrp  walk  oi'one  and  a  half  hours,  in  doing  which  we 
crossed  a  long  stony  ishuxl  ol"  some  miles  in  extent.  As  by  this  time  it  was 
snowing  heavily,  I  iiKide  my  men  travel  on  the  ice,  the  walking  being  better 
there,  whilst  f  followed  the  windings  of  the  shore,  closely  examining  every 
object  along  the  beac^h. 

After  passing  several  henps  of  slones  which  had  evidently  formed  Esquimaux 
caches,  I  canu^  to  ii,  collection  larger  (Iwui  any  I  ha,d  yet  seen,  and  clearly  not 
intended  ibr  the  protection  of  property  of  any  kind.    The  stones,  generally 
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speaking,  were  small,  and  had  been  built  in  the  form  of  a  pillar,  but  the  top     Proceedings  oi 
had  fallen  down,  as  the  Esquimaux  had  previously  given  me  to  understand  was 
the  case. 

Calling  my  men  to  land,  I  sent  one  to  trace  what  looked  like  the  bed  of  a 
small  river  immediately  Avest  of  us,  whilst  I  and  the  other  man  cleared  away 
the  pile  of  stones  in  search  of  a  document.  Although  no  document  was  found, 
there  could  be  no  doubt  in  my  own  mind  and  in  that  of  my  companion  that  its 
construction  was  not  that  of  the  natives.  My  behef  that  Ave  had  arrived  at  the 
Castor  and  Pollux  River  was  confirmed,  Avlien  the  person  Avho  had  been  sent  to 
trace  the  apparent  stream  bed  returned  with  the  information  that  it  Avas  clearly 
a  river. 

My  latitude  of  the  Castor  and  Pollux  is  68°  28'  37"  N.,  agreeing,  Avithin  a 
quarter  of  a  mile  with  that  of  Simpson  ;  but  our  longitudes  differ  considerably, 
his  being  94°  14'  W.,  Avhilst  mine  was  93°  42'  W.  My  longitude  is  nearly  inter- 
mediate between  that  of  Simpson  and  Sir  George  Back,  supposing  the  latter  to 
have  carried  on  his  survey  eastward  from  Montreal  Island,* 

Having  spent  upAvards  of  an  hour  in  fruitless  search  for  a  memorandum  of 
some  kind,  Ave  began  to  retrace  our  steps,  and  after  a  most  fatiguing  march  of 
fifteen  hours,  during  Avhich  Ave  Avalked  at  least  thirty  miles,  we  arrived  at  the 
snoAv  hut  of  the  men  left  behind.  They  had  shot  nothing,  and  had  not  collected 
sufficient  andromeda  for  cooking,  but  had  been  compelled  to  use  some  grease. 
The  frost-bitten  man  could  scarcely  move. 

Early  on  the  morning  of  the  29th,  during  a  lieaA^y  fall  of  snow,  Ave  set  out  for 
the  mouth  of  the  river,  Avhich  was  named  in  honour  of  Sir  Roderick  Murchison, 
the  late  President  of  the  Royal  Geographical  Society,  and,  after  losing  our  way 
occasionally  in  attempting  to  make  short  cuts,  we  arrived  at  Cache  Island  (so 
named  from  an  Esquimaux  cache  that  Avas  on  it),  within  two  miles  of  the  sea, 
at  8  A.M.,  and  stopped  there,  as  it  blew  a  gale  with  drift. 

As  soon  as  Ave  got  under  shelter  and  had  supped  preparations  Avere  made 
for  starting  in  the  evening  for  Bellot  Strait.  An  ample  stock  of  provisions 
and  fuel  for  twenty-two  days  Avere  placed  on  tAVO  of  our  best  sledges,  and  I 
hauled  on  my  own  small  sledge  my  instruments,  books,  bedding,  &c.,  as  usual. 

On  the  evening  of  the  29th  the  Aveather  Avas  so  stormy  that,  although  we 
were  prepared  to  start  at  8  o'clock,  Ave  could  not  get  aAvay  until  past  2  on  the 
following  morning,  Avhen,  after  travelling  little  more  than  five  miles,  a  heavy 
fall  of  snoAV  and  strong  wind  caused  us  again  to  take  shelter. 

Our  advance  Avas  so  much  impeded  by  thick  Aveather  and  soft  snow  that  Ave 
did  not  arrive  Avithin  a  feAv  miles  of  Cape  Porter  of  Sir  John  Ross  until  the 
6th  May.  In  doing  this  Ave  had  traversed  a  bay,  the  head  of  which  was  after- 
Avards  found  to  extend  as  far  north  as  latitude  68°  54'  N.  Point  Sir  H.  Dryden, 
its  western  boundary,  is  in  latitude  68°  44'  N.,  longitude  94°  W.  To  this  bay 
the  name  of  Shepherd  Avas  given  in  honour  of  the  Deput}^  Governor  of  the 
Honourable  H.  B.  C,  and  an  island  near  its  head  Avas  called  Bence  Jones, 
after  the  distinguished  medical  man  and  anal3^tical  chemist  of  that  name, 
to  AA'hose  kindness  I  and  my  party  Avere  much  indebted  for  having  proposed 
the  use  and  prepared  some  extract  of  tea  for  the  expedition.  This  article  Ave 
found  extremely  portable,  and  as  the  tea  could  be  made  without  boiling  water 
we  often  enjoyed  a  cup  of  that  refreshing  beverage,  when  otherwise  from  want 
of  fuel  we  must  have  been  satisfied  Avith  cold  water. 

From  Point  Dryden  the  coast,  which  is  low  and  stony,  runs  in  a  succession  of 
small  points  and  bays  about  ten  miles  neai'ly  due  Avest,  then  turns  sharply  up  to 
the  north  in  latitude  68°  45'  N.,  longitude  94°  27'  50"  W.,  AA'hich  was  ascertained 
by  observations  obtained  on  an  island  near  the  shore.  The  point  was  called 
Cape  Colvile,  after  the  governor  of  the  Company,  and  the  island,  Stanley.  To 
the  Avest,  at  the  distance  of  scA^en  or  eight  miles,  land  Avas  seen,  Avhich  received 
the  appellation  of  Matheson  Island,  as  a  mark  of  respect  to  one  of  the  directors 
of  the  Company. 

Our  snow  hut,  on  the  6th  May,  situate  on  Point  de  la  Guiche,  was,  by  good 
observations,  found  to  be  in  latitude  68°  57'  52"N.,  longitude  94°  21'  58"  W.  One 
of  my  men,  Mistegan,  an  Indian  of  great  intelligence  and  activity,  was  sent  six 


*  A  number  of  rocky  elevations  to  the  north  of  the  river  were  mistaken  by  Simpson  for  islands 
and  named  by  him  "  the  Committee." 
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Proceedings  of  Hiiles  farther  along  the  coast  northwards.  By  ascending  some  rough  ice  at  iU 
Dr.  line.        extreme  point  he  could  see  about  five  miles  farther.     The  land  was  still 

  trending  northward,  whilst  to  the  north-west,  at  a  considerable  distance;,  p(;rhap8 

twelve  or  fourteen  miles,  there  was  an  appearance  of  land,  the  chaimel  Ijetween 
which  and  the  point  where  he  stood  being  full  of  rough  ice.  "^I'his  land,  if  it 
was  such,  is  probably  part  of  Matty  .Island,  or  King  William's  Land,  which 
latter  is  also  clearly  an  island. 

I  am  happy  to  say  that  on  the  present  as  on  a  former  occasion,  where  my 
survey  met  that  of  Sir  James  C.  Ross,  a  very  singular  agreement  exists,  con- 
sidering the  circumstances  under  which  our  surveys  have  been  taken. 

The  foggy  and  snowy  weather,  which  continued  upwards  of  four  days,  had 
occasioned  the  loss  of  so  much  time  that  although  I  could  easily  have  com- 
pleted a  part  (perhaps  the  half)  of  the  survey  of  the  coast  between  the  Mag- 
netic Pole  and  Bellot  Strait  or  Brentford  Bay,  I  could  not  do  the  whole  without 
great  risk  to  my  party,  and  I  therefore  decided  upon  returning. 

Having  taken  possession  of  our  discoveries  in  the  usual  form,  and  built  a 
cairn,  we  commenced  our  return  on  the  night  of  the  6th.  Having  fine  clear 
weather  we  made  long  marches,  and  at  Shepherd's  Bay,  having  got  rid  of  the 
sledge  which  I  had  hitherto  hauled,  I  detached  myself  from  the  party,  and 
examined  the  bay  within  a  mile  or  two  of  the  shore,  whilst  my  men  took  a 
straighter  route. 

Thick  weather  again  came  on  as  we  entered  the  bay  (named  in  honour  of  Sir 
Robert  H.  Inglis)  into  which  the  Murchison  falls,  and  we  had  much  trouble  in 
finding  the  mouth  of  the  river.  Here  the  services  of  my  Cree  hunter  were  of 
much  value,  as  custom  had  caused  him  to  notice  indications  and  marks  which 
would  have  escaped  the  observation  of  a  person  less  acute  and  experienced. 

On  the  11th  May,  at  3  a.m.,  we  reached  the  place  where  our  two  men  had 
been  left.  Both  were  as  well  as  I  could  hope  for  ;  the  one  whose  great  toe  had 
been  frozen,  and  which  was  about  to  slough  off  at  the  first  joint,  (thereby  ren- 
dering the  foot  very  tender  and  painful  when  walking  in  deep  snow,)  had  too 
much  spirit  to  allow  himself  to  be  hauled.  One  deer  and  eighteen  partridges 
had  been  shot,  but,  notwithstanding,  I  found  a  greater  reduction  in  our  stock  of 
provisions  than  I  had  anticipated,  and  I  felt  confirmed  in  the  course  I  had 
taken. 

The  day  became  ver}^  fine,  and  observations  were  taken  which  gave  the 
position  of  "  Cache  "  Island,  where  our  snow  hut  was,  latitude  68°  32'  2"  N., 
longitude  93°  13M  8'' W. 

.  Having  completed  my  observations,  and  filled  in  rough  tracings  of  the  coast 
line,  which  I  generally  did  from  day  to  day,  we  started  for  home  at  8.30  p.m. 
The  weather  being  now^  fine,  and  the  snow  harder  than  when  outward-bound, 
we  advanced  more  rapidly,  and  in  a  straight  direction,  until  we  came  to  the 
lakes,  about  midway  in  the  isthmus,  after  which,  as  far  as  Pelly  Ba.y,  our  out- 
ward and  homeward  routes  were  exactly  alike.  We  reached  Pelly  Bay  at 
1  A.M.  on  the  17th,  and  built  a  snow  house  about  2^  miles  south,  and  the  same 
distance  west,  of  my  observations  of  the  20th  April. 

Observing  traces  of  Esquimaux,  two  men  were  sent  after  supper  to  look  for 
them.  After  eight  hours  absence  they  returned  with  ten  or  twelve  native  men, 
women,  and  children.  From  these  people  I  bought  a  silver  spoon  and  fork.  The 
initials  F.R.M.C,  not  engraved,  but  scratched  with  a  sharp  instrument  on  the 
spoon,  puzzled  me  much,  as  I  knew  not  at  the  time  the  Christian  names  of  the 
officers  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  expedition,  and  thought  possibly  that  the  letters 
above-named  nn'ght  be  the  initials  of  Captain  M'Clurc,  the  small  "  c"  between 
the  M.C.  being  omitted. 

Two  of  the  Esquimaux  (one  of  them  I  had  seen  in  1847)  offered  for  a  con- 
sideration to  accompany  us  a  day  or  two's  maich  with  a  sledge  and  dogs.  We 
were  detained  some  time  by  the  slow  preparation  of  our  new  allies,  but  we  soon 
mad(!  up  for  lost  time,  and  after  a  join-ney  of  1 6  geographical  or  about  18.\  statute 
miles  we  arrived  at  the  east  side  of  the  bay  in  latitude  by  reduction  to  the 
incridian  68°  23'  10"  N.,  longitude  89"  58'  39"  W. 

It  may  be  remeinbered  that  in  the  spring  of  18  1/  f  did  not  trace  the  shore 
of  I'clly  !)iiy,  hut  siiw  it  from  the  sunnnit  of  one  of  the  lofty  islands  in  the  bay. 
Desirous  of  being  always  within  rather  than  of  exceeding  the  limits  of  truth,  I, 
th;it  year,  placed  the  head  of  the  bay  about  ten  miles  porth  of  what  it  ought  to 
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have  been, — a  mistake  which  will  be  easily  accounted  for  by  those  who  know    i*roceedings  of" 
the  difficulties  of  estimating  distances  in  a  snow-clad  country,  where  the  height 
of  the  land  is  unknown. 

The  width  of  the  isthmus  separating  Pelly  and  Shepherd  Bays  is  fully  sixty 
geographical  miles. 

In  the  evening,  before  parting  with  our  Esquimaux  assistants,  we  bought  a 
dog  from  them,  and  after  a  most  friendly  farewell  resumed  our  journey  eastward, 
and  found  on  a  long  lake  some  old  snow  house,  in  which  we  took  up  our  lodgings. 
Here  a  set  of  good  observations  placed  us  in  latitude  68°  12'  18"  N.,  longitude 
89°  24'  51"  W.,  variation  81°  W. 

On  the  morning  of  the  21st  we  arrived  at  Committee  Bay,  from  thence  our 
route  to  Repulse  Bay  was  almost  the  same  as  before,  and  I  shall  not  therefore 
advert  to  it  farther  than  to  mention  that  we  arrived  at  our  winter  home  at  5  a.m. 
on  the  26th  M  ay,  having,  from  the  better  Avalking,  travelled  in  twenty  days  the 
distance  (less  forty  or  fifty  miles)  which  had  taken  us  thirty-six  days  to  accom- 
plish on  our  outward  journey. 

I  found  the  three  men  who  had  been  left  in  charge  of  the  property  quite  well, 
living  in  abundance,  and  on  the  most  friendly  terms  with  a  number  of  Esquimaux 
families  who  had  pitched  their  tents  near  them. 

The  natives  had  behaved  in  the  most  exemplary  manner,  and  many  of  them 
who  were  short  of  food,  in  compliance  with  my  orders  to  that  effect,  had  been 
supplied  with  venison  from  our  stores. 

It  was  from  this  time  until  August  that  I  had  opportunities  of  questioning 
the  Esquimaux  regarding  the  information  which  I  had  already  obtained  of  the 
party  of  whites  who  had  perished  of  starvation,  and  of  eliciting  the  particulars 
connected  with  that  sad  event,  the  substance  of  which  I  have  already  stated. 

In  the  early  part  of  July  the  salmon  came  from  the  sea  to  the  mouths  of  the 
rivers  and  brooks  which  w^ere  at  that  date  open,  and  we  caught  numbers  of 
them,  so  that  occasionally  we  could  afford  to  supply  our  native  friends  with 
fifty  or  one  hundred  in  a  night.  As  is  the  usual  custom  at  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company's  inland  trading  posts,  all  provisions  were  given  gratis,  and  they  were 
much  more  gratefully  received  by  the  Esquimaux  than  by  the  more  southerly 
and  more  favoured  red  man. 

We  had  still  on  hand  half  of  our  three  months  stock  of  pemican  and  a  suffi- 
ciency of  ammunition  to  provide  for  the  wants  of  another  winter.  We  were  all 
in  excellent  health,  and  could  get  as  many  dogs  as  we  required,  so  that  (D.V.) 
there  was  little  doubt  that  a  second  attempt  to  complete  the  survey  would  be 
successful ;  but  I  now  thought  that  I  had  a  higher  duty  to  attend  to,  that  duty 
being  to  communicate  with  as  little  loss  of  time  as  possible  the  melancholy 
tidings  which  I  had  heard,  and  thereby  save  the  risk  of  more  valuable  lives 
being  jeopardized  in  a  fruitless  search  in  a  direction  there  was  not  the  slightest 
prospect  of  obtaining  any  information.  I  trust  this  will  be  deemed  a  sufficiently 
good  reason  for  my  return. 

The  summer  was  extremely  cold  and  backward  ;  we  could  not  leave  Repulse 
Bay  until  the  4th  of  August,  and  on  the  6th  had  much  difficulty  in  rounding 
Cape  Hope.  From  thence  as  far  as  Cape  Fullerton  the  strait  between  South- 
ampton Island  and  the  main  shore  was  fully  packed  with  ice,  which  gave  us 
great  trouble.  South  of  Cape  Fullerton  we  got  into  open  water.  On  the 
evening  of  the  19th  calms  and  head  winds  much  retarded  us,  so  that  we  did  not 
enter  Churchill  River  until  the  morning  of  the  28th  August ;  there  we  were 
detained  all  day  oy  a  storm  of  wind.  My  good  interpreter,  Wm.  Ouligbuck, 
was  landed,  and  before  bidding  him  farewell  I  presented  him  with  a  very 
handsomely  mounted  hunting  knife  intrusted  to  me  by  Captain  Sir  George 
Back  for  his  former  travelling  companion,  Ouligbuck,  but  as  the  old  man  was 
dead  I  took  the  liberty  of  giving  it  to  his  son  as  an  inducement  to  future  good 
conduct,  should  his  services  be  agahi  required. 

A  three  days  run  brought  us  to  York  factory,  at  which  place  we  landed  all 
well  on  the  forenoon  of  the  31st  August.  I  am  happy  to  say  that  the  conduct  of 
my  men,  under  circumstances  often  very  trying,  was,  generally  speaking, 
t  extremely  good  and  praiseworthy ;  and  although  their  wages  were  higher  than 
those  of  any  party  who  have  hitherto  been  employed  on  boat  expeditions,  I 
thought  it  advisable,  after  consulting  with  chief  factor  William  Mactavish,  to 
give  each  a  small  gratuity,  varying  the  amount  according  to  merit. 

5  O  4 
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Procecd'iDgs  ol        Jn  conclusion,  I  liavc  to  express  my  re^rei  iJiiit  I  was  unable  on  this  occasion 
Dr.  Kae.  bring-  to  a  successful  termination  an  expedition  which  1  had  myself"  planned 

and  projected,  but  in  extenuation  of  my  faihire  I  may  mention  that  I  was  met 
by  an  accumulation  of  obstacles  beyond  the  usual  ones  of  storms  and  rough  ice, 
which  my  former  experience  in  Arctic  travelling  had  not  led  me  to  anticipate. 

T  have,  &c. 

Archibald  Barclay,  Esq.,  (Signed)       .John  Kai;,  CV. 

Secretary, 
Hudson's  Bay  House,  London. 


List  of  Articles  purchased  at  Repulse  Bay  and  Belly  Bay,  said  to  have  been 
found  with  the  part  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  party  who  starved  to  the  west 
of  Back's  River  in  1850. 
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1  round  silver  plate.    Sir  John  Franklin,  K.C.H. 

1  star  or  order. 

2  pieces  gold  watch  case. 

1  case,  silver  gilt,  pocket  chronometer  and  dial. 

7  pieces,  cases  of  silver  watches. 

1  small  silver  pencil  case. 

1  piece  of  silver  tube. 

1  piece  of  an  optical  instrument. 

1  old  gold  cap  baiTid. 

2  pieces  (about  2  inches)  gold  watch  chain. 
2  sovereigns. 

1  half-crown. 
4  shillings. 

2  leaves  of  the  Student's  Manual. 
1  surgeon's  knife. 

1  scalpel. 

2  knives. 

1  ditto,  women's  or  shoemaker's- 
1  pocket  compass  box. 

1  ivory  handle  of  a  table  knife,  marked  "  Hickey." 
1  narrow  tin  case,  marked  "  T'owler." 
1      ,,      „  case.    No  cover.  W.M. 
Sundry  other  articles  of  little  consequence. 


No.  7. 

13,  Salisbury  Street,  Strand, 
Sir,  2d  December  1S.54. 

Should  the  rc^port  of  my  recent  expedition  to  the  Arctic  Sea  (a  copy  of 
wliicli  li!i,s  been  ibrwarded  to  "the  AdiitirnJty  by  the  Hudson's  Iky  Company) 
be  considered  worthy  of  a  place  in  \hv  next  Arctic  Blue  liook,  would  you  have 
the  kindness  to  cause  this  nolc  to  l)e  ;ippended  to  it. 
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As  my  visit  to  Repulse  Bay  in  1853  was  an  unexpected  one,  I  had  not    Proceedings  of 
carried  with  me  any  charts  or  documents  from  which  I  could  learn  the  longi- 
tude  I  had  assigned  to  that  place  in  1846-7,  and  my  memory  was  at  fault. 

The  result  of  a  few  very  indifferent  lunar  observations  made  during  rather 
cold  weather,  giving  longitude  86°  44'  W.,  was  Avhat  I  had  to  rely  upon ;  and 
on  this  longitude  as  a  starting  point  all  the  positions  mentioned  in  the  report  of 
my  spring  journey  in  1854  are  dependent. 

Since  coming  to  England  1  have  computed  (I  could  not  do  so  sooner,  having 
no  Nautical  Almanac  for  1854)  a  number  of  good  lunar  observations  taken  last 
summer  with  the  sun  both  east  and  west  of  the  moon,  the  mean  resulting 
longitude  from  which  is  86°  49'  W.  The  longitude  of  nearly  the  same  spot 
obtained  by  me  in  1846-7  was  86°  55'  W. 

In  copying  my  chart  I  shall  leave  to  Mr.  Arrow  smith  the  choice  of  these 
longitudes.  If  he  adopts  86°  49'  all  the  positions  in  my  discoveries  of  last 
spring  will  require  to  be  shifted  5'  to  the  west.  If  longitude  86°  55'  is  adopted 
these  positions  will  have  to  be  moved  11'  or  a  little  more  than  four  miles  of 
actual  distance  to  the  west ;  consequently  my  report  and  chart  will  differ  from 
each  other  to  the  greater  or  less  amount  above  given  according  to  which  longi- 
tude  is  employed.  I  have,  &c. 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty.  ^  Signed)       John  Rae. 


No.  8. 

Disposal  of  the  Relics  brought  to  this  Country  by  Dr.  Rae  and  presented  to     Disposal  of  the 
the  AdmipiAlty  by  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company.  Keiics. 

Gentlemen,  December  2,  1854. 

With  reference  to  the  relics  of  Sir  John  Frankhn  and  his  party  brought 

to  this  country  by  Dr.  Rae,  I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of 

the  Admiralty  to  observe  that,  from  the  deep  interest  attaching  to  this  ill-fated 

expedition,  and  the  national  sympathy  that  has  existed  in  their  behalf,  a  value 

belongs  to  these  relics  which,  in  the  opinion  of  my  Lords,  would  render  them 

worthy  of  a  place  among  the  Naval  relics  already  deposited  in  Greenwich 

Hospital.    It  is  therefore  with  such  view  that  my  Lords  have  presented  these 

relics  to  vou  for  disposal.  t  «? 

^  J  am,  &c. 

The  Commissioners  of  Greenwich  Hospital.       (Signed)       R.  Osborne. 


No.  9. 

Sir,  Greenwich  Hospital,  December  7,  1854. 

We  have  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  2d  instant, 
together  with  the  case  which  accompanied  it,  containing  the  relics  of  Sir  John 
Franklin  and  his  party  brought  to  this  country  by  Dr.  Rae;  and  we  beg  to 
acquaint  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  that  v/e  shall  place  them 
in  a  conspicuous  part  of  the  Fainted  Hall  for  the  inspection  of  the  public. 

We  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       George  Tierney. 

Henry  Hart. 

Ralph  Osborne,  Esq.,  M.P.  W.  O.  Pell. 


No.  10. 

Sir,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  September  27,  1854. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  to  transmit  to  you,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  the  Admiralt}'-,  the  enclosed  extract  of  a  letter  from  Sir  George  Simpson, 
dated  Fort  Garry,  Red  River  Settlement,  30th  June  1854. 

I  am,  &c. 

Ralph  Osborne,  Esq.,  M.P.,  (Signed)       A.  Barclay,  Sec. 

&c.       &c.  &c. 

Admiralty.   


V. 
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Proceedings  of    ExTRACT  of  a  DESPATCH  from  Sir  Gkoiu;h  Sfmpson  to  the  Governor,  Deputy 
Dr.  Rae.  Governor,  and  Committee  of  the  lion.  Hudson'H  13ay  Company,  dated 

Fort  Garry,  Red  River  Settlement,  30th  June  1854. 

"  I  1IAV13  the  satisfaction  to  inform  you  that  the  instructions  which  v^^erc 
"  given  last  winter  to  the  officer  in  charge  at  Red  River,  to  forward  to  M'Kenzic 
"  River  a  supply  of  clothing  and  provisions  for  the  use  of  any  parties  who  may 
"  seek  refuge  at  the  Company's  posts  in  that  quarter  from  exploring  vessels  now 
"  in  the  Arctic  seas,  were  received  in  sufficient  time  to  enable  the  three  boats 
"  conveying  those  supplies  to  take  their  departure  on  the  1  st  instant,  under  the 
"  charge  of  Mr.  D.  A.  Harrison,  apprentice  clerk.  The  crews  are  reported  to 
"  be  efficient ;  and  as  the  season  is  favourable  I  have  little  doubt  the  boats  will 
"  be  enabled  to  proceed  to  such  point  on  the.M'Kenzie  River  to  deliver  their 
"  cargoes  as  chief  trader  Anderson  may  think  most  expedient,  and  to  return  to 
"  this  place  before  the  close  of  the  navigation." 


No.  11. 

Expedition  to  the     Pkoceedings  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  organizing  an  Expedition  to 
Mouth  of  the  proceed  to  the  Arctic  Regions. 

Back  River.       ^  ^  ■, 

  Sir,  _  October  27,  1854. 

Expeditions  to  be  Bent  WiTH  reference  to  the  report  of  Dr.  Rae,  transmitted  by  the  Governor 

company'tJttie  f^Jt  and  Committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  on  the  23d  instant,  I  am  com- 
wliere  the  bodies  are  manded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  to  express  their  earnest 
said  to  be.  anxiety  that  the  Company,  through  Sir  George  Simpson,  their  resident  agent, 

should  take  immediate  steps  for  organizing  in  the  most  effective  manner  two 
expeditions  on  an  adequate  scale,  to  be  sent  into  the  Arctic  regions  as  soon 
next  spring  as  the  weather  will  permit. 

The  first  expedition  must  proceed  to  the  m^outh  of  the  Back  River,  and 
institute  a  diligent  search  throughout  the  islands  and  space  pointed  out  by  the 
Esquimaux  to  Dr.  Rae  as  the  place  where  in  1850  a  portion  of  the  crews  of 
the  "  Erebus  "  and  "  Terror"  were  last  seen,  and  where  by  the  same  report  it 
is  stated  that  they  perished. 

Every  effort  should  be  made  to  find  some  of  the  Esquimaux  who  themselves 
saw  this  body  of  Englishmen,  and  in  1850  communicated  with  them.  Diligent 
search  should  be  made  for  any  records  which  may  have  been  deposited  by 
Sir  John  Franklin  or  his  officers  in  that  neighbourhood;  every  exertion  must 
be  exhausted  on  the  spot  to  find  traces  of  the  survivors,  if  happily  they  exist ; 
and  if  not,  every  portable  relic  which  may  serve  to  throw  light  on  the  fate  of 
these  gallant  men  should  be  brought  home. 

Any  proofs  of  wreck  which  might  shoAv  where  the  "  Erebus  "  and  "  Terror" 
were  lost  would  be  valuable  ;  but  the  principal  object  of  this  expedition  is  to 
ascertain  Avhetlier  there  are  any  survivors  of  these  two  ships'  companies ; 
whether  the  report  made  to  Dr.  Rae  be  true  ;  and  if  true,  whether  any  remains 
can  be  discovered  on  the  spot  which  may  further  explain  the  proceedings  and 
events  which  terminated  so  fatally. 

Their  Lordships  desire  me  to  enclose  you  herewith  a  memorandum  drawn  by 
Sir  G.  Back,  which  gives  an  outline  of  the  measures  in  his  judgment  necessary 
to  render  the  search  confided  to  this  expedition  most  efficient. 

But  their  Lordships,  having  indicated  the  objects  in  view,  are  disposed  to  leave 
the  arrangements  in  detail  to  the  honour,  zeal,  and  discretion  of  Sir  George 
Simpson  and  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  servants. 

My  Ix)r(ls  arc  confident  that  a  wise  selection  will  be  made  of  a  person 
cojripetcnt  to  connnand  the  expedition,  who  is  inured  to  such  hardships  and 
perils,  and  who  is  accustomed  to  connnunicate  Avith  the  natives.  It  will  be  an 
honour  to  be  selected,  for  it  is  one  in  which  the  feelings  of  the  British  nation 
are  deeply  interested,  ;uid  the  fate  of  Sir  John  IVanklin  and  his  men  has  been 
regarded  for  years  with  intense  anxiety  botli  in  llluropc  and  America. 

The  second  expedition  must  also  be  fitted  out  without  delay,  and  be  ready 
to  proceed  as  soon  as  possible  to  the  mouth  oC  ihc  Ma,cken/ie  Kiver. 

'V\\c  ohjcrl,  ()(■  this  expedition,  is  to  conunuiiicate,  il'  ])ossil>k',  Avith  Captain 
(Jollinson,  and  I  he  crew  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Enterprise."  Copies  are  enclosed 
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of  the  last  information  received  from  Captain  Collinson,  and  a  memorandum  Expedition  to  th 
prepared  in  this  office  is  also  transmitted.  Moutli  of  the 

It  gives  an  outline  of  the  course  considered  most  likely  to  have  Ijeen  taken      Back  Elver, 
by  Captain  Collinson,  and  of  the  measures  to  be  adopted  by  the  expedition  for 
rendering  him  assistance,  and  for  making  provision  for  his  wants,  if  they  should 
fail  to  fall  in  with  him  on  shore,  or  to  establish  a  communication  with  his  ship. 

My  Lords  rely  with  confidence  on  the  aid  which  they  hope  to  receive  from 
the  servants  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  in  this  emergency. 

The  British  public  will  cheerfully  bear  the  whole  expense  of  these  two  expedi- 
tions, of  which  the  Company  will  be  pleased  to  keep  an  account,  and  to  the 
credit  of  which  advances  will  be  made  from  time  to  time  by  the  Company. 

The  servants  of  the  Company  who  may  be  selected  to  serve  on  these  two 
expeditions  may  be  assured  that  it  is  the  wish  of  the  British  Government,  and 
its  declared  intention,  to  pay  liberally  for  the  service  to  be  rendered,  and  to 
reward  especially  any  acts  of  signal  daring  and  distinguished  merit. 

I  am,  &c. 

Alexander  Barclay.  Esq.,  (Signed)       W.  A.  B,  Hamilton. 

Hudson  Bay  House. 


No.  12. 

109,  Gloucester  Place,  Portman  Square, 
Sir,  ^  October  27,  1854. 

In  recommending  the  best  mode  of  organizing  an  expedition  to  the 
mouth  of  the  Back  River,  I  may  mention  that  the  whole  of  the  details  are  so 
well  known  to  Sir  George  Simpson,  with  whom  I  co-operated,  that  it  is  scarcely 
necessary  to  refer  to  them. 

In  obedience  to  your  wishes,  however,  I  may  briefly  state  that,  instead  of  a 
boat,  I  would  suggest  on  this  occasion  that  two  canoes  be  chosen,  somewhat 
shorter,  though  equally  broad  with  those  in  common  use. 

Outfits  and  pemmican,  with  the  usual  stock  of  provision  to  fall  back  upon 
late  in  the  season,  will  be  required  to  be  deposited  at  the  east  end  of  Great 
Slave  Lake,  either  at  Fort  Reliance,  or  at  a  fishing  station  a  little  to  the 
westward. 

The  two  canoes  complete  should  be  at  the  Back  River  not  later  than  the  end 
of  June  1855,  and  caches  of  pemmican  should  be  made  at  different  places  along 
the  route  for  the  support  of  the  party  on  its  return. 

The  arrangements  which  the  knowledge  and  experience  of  Sir  George 
Simpson  will  enable  him  to  make,  render  these  remarks  almost  superfluous,  and 
I  have  full  confidence,  under  his  able  direction,  that  the  thorough  examination 
of  the  coast  at  the  mouth  of  Back  River  will  be  satisfactorily  completed  next 

y^^^-  I  am,  &c. 

(Signed)       Geo.  Back. 

The  Right  Hon.  Sir  James  Graham,  Bart.,  G.C.B.,  M.P. 
&c.  &c.  &c. 


No.  13. 

Sir,   ■  Hudson's  Bay  House,  October  31,  1854. 

I  AM  directed  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your  letter  of  the  27th  instant, 
with  its  enclosures,  and  to  inform  you  that  the  Governor  and  Conimittee,  enter- 
ing warmly  into  the  feelings  expressed  by  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty  respecting  the  organisation  of  the  two  expeditions  to  be  fitted  out 
for  the  Arctic  regions,  forwarded  full  instructions  to  Sir  George  Simpson  by 
the  mail  of  Saturday  last,  urging  him  to  spare  no  exertion  to  carry  out  their 
Lordships'  wishes  to  the  fullest  extent;  and  they  have  no  doubt  that  these 
instructions  will  be  promptly  attended  to. 

Dr.  Rae  has  drawn  up  a  memorandum  for  the  guidance  of  Sir  George  Simpson, 
a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed.  He  has,  at  the  same  time,  recommended  that 
certain  instruments,  &c.,  should  be  forwarded  from  this  country  for  the  use  of 
the  expeditions;  and  the  Deputy- Governor,  having  understood  at  the  recent 
interview  which  he  had  the  honour  to  hold  with  the  Lords  Commissioners,  that 
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Expedition  to  the  any  instruments  that  might  be  required  would  })C  furnished  by  their  Lordships, 
Mouth  of  the     should  the  (Company  desire  it,  1  am  instrueted  to  r(;fju(;st  that  their  Jyordships 
Back  River.  pleased  to  j^ive  the  neeessary  orders  that  tlie  instruments  mentioned  in 

the  accompanying  list  be  placed  at  the  temporary  disposal  of  the  Company. 

The  Governor  and  Committee  are  desirous  of  forwarding  these  articles  liy  the 
packet  to  leave  Liverpool  on  the  4th  proximo ;  and  they  will,  therefore,  feel 
obliged  if  the  necessary  orders  be  issued  to  enable  them  to  accomplish  that 
object. 

1  am  further  directed  to  state,  that  particular  orders  will  be  forwarded  that 
the  utmost  care  be  taken  of  these  articles,  and  that  they  be  returned  to  the 
Lords  Commissioners  on  the  completion  of  the  proposed  service. 

I  have,  &c. 

W.  A.  B.  Hamilton,  Esq.  (Signed)       W.  G.  Smith,  Ass.  Sec. 

&c.       &c.  &c. 
Admiralty. 


The  following  articles  will  be  required  by  the  officers  who  are  to  command 
the  expeditions  about  to  be  sent  in  search  of  Captain  Collinson,  and  of  any 
further  traces  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  ill-fated  party : — 

2  good  pocket  chronometers. 

2  small  sextants  (or  as  portable  as  possible). 

2  artificial  horizon,  ditto. 

2  prismatic  or  azimuth  compasses,  small  size ;  say  3  to  4  inches  diameter. 
2  spirit  thermometers,  graduated  to  60  or  70  below  zero. 
2  telescopes,  small,  but  good. 

2  small  cases  mathematical  instruments,  as  light  and  portable  as  possible. 
2  sets  of  the  best  charts  of  the  coast  from  the  McKenzie  to  Back's  Fish 
River,  and  of  the  Arctic  regions  generally. 

1  copy  of  Sir  George  Back's  narrative  of  his  descent  of  the  Fish  River. 

2  Nautical  Almanacs  for  1855,  reduced  to  the  smallest  bulk,  compatible 
with  the  requisite  details  for  computing  solar,  astral,  and  lunar  obser- 
vations. 

1  Copy  of  Raper's  Navigation. 

2  Esquimaux  vocabularies. 

(Signed)       John  Rae. 

Hudson's  Bay  House, 

27th  October  1854. 


Mp:moranda  regarding  the  Efficient  Equipment  of  the  Expeditions  to  be  sent  in 
search  of  Captain  Collinson's  party  on  the  Arctic  Coast,  and  of  any  further 
Particulars  touching  the  Fate  of  Sir  John  Franklin  and  his  People. 

There  were  three  boats'  loads  of  provisions  sent  to  McKenzie  River  district 
last  summer,  on  account  of  Her  Majesty's  Government,  which,  if  provisions  are 
scarce  in  the  district,  shoidd  be  available  for  these  expeditions.  These  stores 
can  be  replaced  from  Red  River  settlement  in  summer  1855,  if  requisite. 

In  the  event  of  there  being  no  spare  sails,  sheeting,  or  canvas,  at  Athabasca, 
it  might  be  as  well  that  sails  of  Russia  or  duck  sheeting  be  made  at  Red  River, 
and  forwarded  by  sledges  to  Athabasca. 

These  sails  should  \h)  lugs,  two  for  each  boat,  and  of  a  size  to  suit  a  boat 
22  feet  of  keel  in  length,  and  7  feet  6  inches  beam. 

William  Ouligbuck  should  be  sent  from  Churchill  for  the  canoe  party  by  the 
IJaek  River;  and,  if  no  other  inter])reter  can  be  piocurcd,  one  of  the  Churchill 
l'jS(|iiimaux  might  accompany  Ouligbuck,  whose  services  would  be  useful  with 
tli(!  boat  [)a,i'ty  down  the  McKen/i(\ 

An  assortment  of  beads,  files,  knives,  d.iggcM-s,  thimbles,  fish-hooks,  needles, 
hoop  iron,  axes,  ice  chisels,  (Vc,  should  be  cai'ried  to  the  sea  by  each  party  for 
pres(;nt'.-i  to  and  to  barter  with  the  Es(|uiniaux. 

One  ())•  two  of  the  Esquimaux  of  Back  River  should  be  engaged  by  promise 


(    849  ) 


of  large  reward  to  accompany  the  canoes  to  the  sea,  and  point  out  the  scene  Expedition  to  the 
where  terminated  the  mortal  career  of  so  many  of  our  countrymen.  Mouth  of  the 

Among  the  men  known  to  me  at  Red  River  and  elsewhere  whom  I  would      Back  River, 
recommend  to  be  engaged  on  this  important  service,  are, — 

Thomas  Mistegan,  steersman  of  boat  "  Norway  House  ;"  Murdoch  McLellan, 
middleman,  ditto  ;  John  Fidler,  steersman  of  boat  "Red  River ;"  James  Johnston, 
bowsman  and  fisherman,  ditto;  John  McDonald,  middleman,  ditto;  Jacob 
Beads,  bowsman  and  carpenter,  ditto ;  Charles  Kennedy,  bowsman  and  car- 
penter, ditto ;  Samuel  Sinclair,  ditto,  ditto  ;  Henry  Fidler,  middleman,  ditto. 

Mr.  Bernard  Ross,  in  McKenzie  River,  has  some  knowledge  of  astronomy, 
and  can  take  and  compute  observations  for  latitude  and  chronometers. 

Chief  Trader  Anderson,  in  charge  of  the  same  district,  knows,  I  believe,  how 
to  use  the  sextant. 

Hudson's  Bay  House,  (Signed)       John  Rae. 

27th  October  1854. 


No.  14. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  November  7,  1854. 

With  reference  to  your  letter  of  the  31st  ultimo,  respecting  the  two 
expeditions  to  be  fitted  out  for  the  Arctic  regions,  under  the  directions  of 
Sir  George  Simpson,  to  be  sent  in  search  of  Captain  Collinson  and  H.M.S.  "  En» 
terprize,"  and  of  any  further  traces  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  party,  also  enclosing 
a  list  of  instruments,  &c.,  required  for  tliie  expeditions,  I  am  directed  to  ac- 
quaint you  that  the  articles  required  were  sent  to  the  Hudson's  Bav  House  on 
the  2d  instant. 

My  Lords  take  this  opportunity  to  express  to  the  Governor  and  Committee 
of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  how  sensible  their  Lordships  are  of  the  exertions 
made  by  the  Company  on  this  occasion,  and  how  much  the  public  service  has 
been  promoted  by  the  promptitude  and  energy  with  which  the  suggestions  of 
this  Board  have  been  met  by  the  Company. 

W.  G.  Smith,  Esq.,  ^  ^^S^^^^)  ^'  Hamilton. 

Hudson's  Bay  House. 


No.  15. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  November  8,  1854. 

My  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  having  received  authentic 
accounts  of  the  safe  arrival  of  H.M.S.  "  Enterprize  "  in  Clarence  Harbour  in 
August  last,  I  am  to  inform  the  Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay 
Company  that  there  will  not  now  be  any  necessity  for  sending  an  expedition  to 
the  Mackenzie  River. 

Allen  Barclay,  Esq.,  ^ ^^S^^^)       ^-      ^-  Hamilton. 

Hudson's  Bay  House. 


No.  16. 

Sir,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  November  9,  1 854. 

I  HA.VE  to  acknowledge  your  letters  of  the  7th  and  8th  instant. 
The  Governor  and  Committee  will  forward  to  Sir  George  Simpson,  by  the 
mail  of  to-morrow  evening,  a  copy  of  your  letter  of  the  8th,  recalling  the 
instructions  for  sending  an  expedition  down  the  Mackenzie  River ;  and  as  I 
presume  that  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  will  not  consider  it 
necessary  to  keep  in  depot  any  store  of  provisions,  clothing,  &c.,  in  that  district, 
I  should  be  glad  to  receive  an  authority  for  their  being  taken  over  by  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  at  an  estimate  of  their  value  according  to  their  con- 
dition (as  arranged  in  Mr.  Osborne's  letter  of  the  5th  December  1853,  respect- 
ing a  previous  store  of  similar  articles),  after  the  expenditure  required  for  the 
expedition  down  the  Back  River  can  be  ascertained. 
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Expedition  to  tlie      I  shall  be  obliged  by  an  early  answer,  tliat  I  may  be  enabled  to  write  to 
Mouth  of  the     i^jj.  George  Simpson  hy  the  mail  of  to-morrow,  if  possible,  which,  from  the 
I3ack  River.      poursc  of  communication  Avith  that  district,  may  save  a  year  in  getting  the 
matter  adjusted. 

I  have,  &CC. 

W.  A.  B.  Hamilton,  Esq.,  (Signed)       A.  Colvile,  Governor. 

&c.       &c.  &c. 
Admiralty. 


No.  17. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  November  9,  1854. 

In  reply  to  your  letter  of  this  day's  date,  requesting  an  authority  for  the 
Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  take  over,  at  an  estimate  of  their  value,  and  accord- 
ing to  their  condition,  the  store  of  provisions,  clothing,  &c.,  in  depot  in  the 
district  of  the  Mackenzie  River,  I  am  desired  to  state,  for  the  information  of 
the  Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company,  that  their  Lord- 
ships entirely  concur  in  the  said  proposition. 

I  am,  &c. 

A.  Colvile,  Esq.,  (Signed)       J.  J.  Dyer, 

Hudson's  Bay  House,  Pro  Secretary. 


No.  18. 

Sir,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  December  7,  1854. 

I  AM  directed  by  the  Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bfiy 
Company  to  enclose,  for  the  information  of  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  copies  of  the  instructions  given  by  Sir  George  Simpson,  for  equipping 
the  expedition  to  the  mouth  of  the  Back  River  in  search  of  further  information 
respecting  the  fate  of  Sir  John  Franklin,  and  the  crews  of  the  "  Erebus,"  and 
"  1  error." 

The  Governor  and  Committee  think  that  Sir  George  Simpson  has  done  all 
that  was  in  his  power  towards  this  important  object,  and  trust  that  it  will  receive 
the  approbation  of  their  Lordships. 

I  have.  Sec. 

W.  A.  B.  Hamilton,  Esq.  (Signed)       W.  G.  Smith, 

&c.       &c.       &c.  Assistant  Secretary. 

Admiralty. 


Copy  of  a  Letter  from  Sir  Geo.  Simpson  to  Messrs.  James  Anderson,  and  James 
Green  Stewart,  Honourable  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  Service,  Northern 
Department,  Rupert's  Land,  dated  Lachine,  18th  November  1854. 

Dear  Sirs, 

The  mystery  which  had  so  long  enveloped  the  fate  of  the  expedition 
commanded  by  Sir  John  Franklin  having  been  partially  solved  b}^  the  informa- 
tion given  by  the  Esquimaux  last  winter  to  Dr.  Rae,  Her  Majesty's  Government 
has  decided  that  an  effort  shall  be  made  to  follow  up  the  clue  thus  unexpectedly 
obtained,  and  at  the  same  time  to  rescue  the  survivors,  if  any,  of  the  party  of 
whites  who  were  seen  near  the  outlet  of  Back's  River,  or  at  least  to  procure  any 
records  they  may  have  deposited  at  the  place  where  they  are  reported  to  have 
perished. 

The  execution  of  this  deeply  interesting  service  has  been  confided  by 
Her  Majesty's  Goverinnent  to  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  and  their  officers, 
and  1  have  now  to  inform  you  that  you  have  been  appointed  to  the  first  and 
second  command,  i'cs])ectively,  of  the  expedition  which  is  to  be  employed 
upon  it.  Her  Majesty's  Cjovernment  lay  nuich  stress  on  the  selection  of 
the  persons  who  may  [)e  honoured  with  this  command,  and  in  nominating  you  I 
hiivv.  had  in  view  your  tried  zeal,  discretion,  and  perseverance  in  surmounting 
dillieidties,  as  well  as  your  experieiice  in  d(;aling  with  the  native  tribes,  and  the 
important  ftict  that  you  luv.  inured  to  the  hardships  and  perils  which  must 
necessarily  tittend  a  service  of  this  description. 
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2.  Before  proceeding  to  detail  the  organization  of  the  proposed  expedition,  I  Expedition  to  the 
will  briefly  state  its  scope  and  object.    By  the  annexed  copy  of  Dr.  Rae's     ^BackR^ver  ^ 

report  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  it  appears  that  last  spring,  while  at   ^J^^' 

Felly  Bay,  he  met  some  Esquimaux,  who  informed  him  that  in  the  spring  of 

1850,  some  of  their  tribe  who  were  hunting  at  King  William's  Land,  saw  a 
party  of  forty  white  men  travelling  southwards  towards  the  Arctic  coast, 
dragging  with  them  a  boat  and  sledge ;  that  they  reported  their  ships  had  been 
lost  in  the  ice,  that  they  appeared  to  be  starving,  and  that  later  in  the  same 
spring  their  bodies  were  found  by  the  Esquimaux,  some  on  the  mainland,  and 
some  on  an  island  at  a  day's  journey  distant  from  the  mouth  of  a  large  river 
called  Oot-ko-hi-ca-lik,  which  there  is  little  doubt  is  Back's  River.  Dr.  Rae 
did  not  meet  with  any  of  the  Esquimaux  who  had  seen  the  white  men,  but  from 
those  who  gave  the  information  he  purchased  various  articles  of  silver  plate,  &c., 
which  had  been  in  possession  of  the  unfortunate  party,  bearing  the  names  and 
initials  of  officers  belonging  to  the  missing  expedition.  It  is  under  these  cir- 
cumstances the  British  public  and  Her  Majesty's  Government  are  anxious  that 
the  spot  indicated  as  that  at  which  was  closed  the  career  of  so  many  of  our 
gallant  countrymen  should  be  explored,  in  order  to  test  the  accuracy  of  the  in- 
formation already  obtained,  and  to  gather,  if  possible,  further  details,  by  the 
discovery  of  any  written  records  which  may  have  been  deposited  on  the  spot, 
and  which,  possessing  no  value  in  the  eyes  of  the  natives,  possibly  remain  un- 
touched, bearing  at  the  same  time  particularly  in  mind  the  faint  hope  that 
some  of  the  party  may  have  survived  who  may  yet  be  rescued. 

3.  It  is  proposed  that  the  expedition  to  be  employed  on  this  service  shall  be 
assembled  and  organized  at  Great  Slave  Lake  (Fort  Resolution)  in  June 
next,  from  Avhence  it  will  descend  Back's  River  to  the  coast,  and  after  exploring 
the  mainland  and  islands,  and  communicating  with  the  natives,  retrace  its 
steps  up  the  river  in  sufficient  time  to  reach  winter  quarters  at  the  east  end  of 
Great  Slave  Lake.  As  almost  the  whole  navigation,  is  river-way,  it  is  proposed 
that,  instead  of  boats,  the  expedition  shall  make  use  of  canoes,  to  be  constructed 
at  Fort  Resolution  and  Athabasca  during  the  ensuing  spring.  These  canoes 
Dr.  Rae  recommends  should  be  rather  shorter  than  the  usual  north  canoe,  but 
of  the  same  breadth  of  beam,  &c.  The  party  is  to  be  composed  of  two  officers, 
twelve  canoe-men,  and  two  Esquimaux  interpreters  and  hunters.  You  must 
take  your  departure  from  Fort  Resolution  immediately  the  navigation  of  Great 
Slave  Lake  opens  ;  and  I  think  you  should  employ  three  canoes,  bearing  the 
fourth  as  a  reserve  in  case  of  accidents.  My  reason  for  recommending  the  use 
of  three  canoes,  although  you  have  only  crews  for  two,  is,  that  it  is  very  de- 
sirable you  should  take  with  you  as  large  a  supply  of  provisions  as  possible,  and 
you  will  be  sufficiently  well  manned  for  descending  the  current.  On  reaching 
the  coast,  one  canoe  should  be  deposited  in  a  place  of  safety,  available  in  case 
of  accident  to  the  other  two  while  exploring  the  coast  and  i  slands  ;  and  when 
ascending  the  river  on  your  return,  your  cargoes  will  be  so  much  reduced,  that 
two  canoes  will  be  ample  for  your  conveyance. 

4.  It  will  be  an  important  part  of  your  duty  to  open  a  communication  with  the 
Esquimaux,  and  particular  inquiry  should  be  made  for  any  Avho  may  have  seen 
the  party  of  white  men  in  1850.  In  the  first  instance,  you  must  endeavour,  by 
those  means  w^hich  your  experience  in  the  Indian  country  will  suggest  to  you 
as  most  effectual,  to  secure  the  good  will,  and  afterwards,  by  the  offer  of  liberal 
rewards,  draw  from  them  all  the  information  they  possess.  On  your  way  down 
the  river,  you  should  induce  two  or  three  of  the  Esquimaux  with  whom  you 
may  meet  to  accompany  your  party  to  the  coast,  as  their  presence  would 
greatly  facilitate  your  intercourse  with  those  you  might  subsequently  fall  in 
with.  To  secure  this  point,  and,  in  fact,  in  all  your  dealings  wdth  the  natives, 
you  must  treat  them  with  great  liberality,  allowing  no  mere  consideration  of 
outlay  to  deprive  you  of  any  the  most  remote  chance  of  furthering  the  objects 
of  your  expedition. 

5.  On  receipt  of  this  despatch,  Mr.  Anderson  will  resign  the  important  charge 
he  now  holds  in  McKenzie  River  to  any  officer  who  may  be  on  the  spot,  to 
relieve  him  of  it  (in  which,  as  in  all  other  respects,  the  Company's  interests  are 
to  be  made  subservient  to  those  of  the  expedition),  and  proceed  without  delay 
to  Slave  Lake,  where  it  is  to  be  hoped  he  may  arrive  before  the  navigation 
opens,  otherwise,  so  essential  is  it  to  take  advantage  of  every  day  of  the  brief 
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Expedition  to  the  Arctic  summcr,  Mr.  Stewart  must  proceed  without  him  in  the  chief  command 
Mouth  of  tlip     of  the  expedition,  selecting  any  person  who  m;i  y  Ix;  at  hand  for  his  second. 
Back  River.  -jy^^^  Stewart,  when  this  reaches  him  at  Fort  Carlton,  by  tlie  })ands  of  a  party 

who  will  be  sent  thither  from  lied  River  Settlement  cn  route  to  join  tiie 
expedition,  will  likewise  resign  his  charge  to  his  assistant,  and  accompany  the 
Red  River  party  to  Athabasca.  It  is  intended  he  shall  be  joined  by  post-master 
William  McKay,  now  at  Egg  Lake  ;  but  failing  him,  Mr.  Stewart  may  select 
and  take  with  him  any  properly  qualified  clerk  or  post-master  within  reach, 
whose  duty  it  will  be  to  assist  in  the  preliminary  arrangements  at  Athabasca 
and  Great  Slave  Lake,  and  in  the  event  of  either  Mr.  Anderson  or  Mr.  Stewart 
being  prevented  proceeding  on  the  expedition,  he  will  accompany  the  other  as 
his  second.  Should  he  not  be  wanted  in  that  capacity,  he  is  to  proceed  in  the 
course  of  the  summer  to  the  east  end  of  Great  Slave  Lake  with  a  boat  laden 
with  provisions,  warm  clothing,  net  thread,  and  ammunition  for  the  use  of  the 
expedition  on  its  return  from  the  coast,  such  supplies  to  be  furnished  from  those 
in  depot  at  the  company's  posts  in  McKenzie,  and  for  their  own  trade  or  for  Her 
Majesty's  Government,  from  Athabasca  or  other  neighbouring  districts,  on  which 
point  you  must  make  the  necessary  arrangements  before  leaving  the  coast. 
Another  boat's  cargo  of  the  same  description  of  supplies  will  be  forwarded  from 
Norway  House  next  summer  as  far  as  Fort  Resolution,  where  they  will  be  held 
as  a  reserve  for  the  expedition,  subject  to  your  orders.  In  the  crew  of  the  boat 
which  is  sent  to  meet  you  at  the  east  end  of  Slave  Lake,  should  be  two  good 
deer  hunters,  whose  services  may  be  turned  to  profitable  account. 

6.  As  soon  as  Mr.  Stewart  reaches  Athabasca,  he  must  see  two  canoes  built, 
and  also  forward  instructions  to  Fort  Resolution  to  build  two  more  there. 

The  despatches  for  Mr.  Anderson,  which  he  will  convey  as  far  as  Athabasca, 
should  be  from  thence  forwarded  to  that  gentleman  at  Fort  Simpson,  without 
the  loss  of  a  single  day. 

7.  Instructions  have  been  transmitted  to  Churchill  to  forward  from  thence  to 
Athabasca  this  winter  the  Esquimaux  interpreter  William  Ouligbuck,  and 
another  Esquimaux,  who  on  an  emergency  could  also  act  as  interpreter.  The 
remainder  of  your  party  will  consist  of  men  now  at  Red  River  and  Norway 
House,  who  have  been  with  Dr.  Rae,  and  who  will  no  doubt  be  willing  to  join 
in  this  service ;  there  will  also  be  forwarded  from  hence  three  of  our  most 
experienced  and  trustworthy  Iroquois  voyageurs.  Should  any  of  the  men  on 
whom  we  rely  to  make  up  the  party  not  be  forthcoming,  you  are  at  liberty  to 
avail  yourselves  of  the  services  of  any  of  the  company's  servants  in  McKenzie 
River,  Athabasca,  or  elsewhere,  who  may  be  qualified  for,  and  willing  to  enter 
upon  such  duty,  for  which  they  will  be  entitled  to  the  same  scale  of  remuneration 
as  those  men  who  are  specially  engaged. 

8.  By  Ouligbuck's  party  there  will  be  forwarded  from  York  Factory  to  Atha- 
basca a  Halkett's  india-rubber  boat,  left  there  by  Dr.  Rae,  which  may  prove 
useful ;  also  an  assortment  of  articles  suitable  for  presents  to  the  Esquimaux, 
principally  the  finer  descriptions  of  iron  works.  Similar  assortments,  as  also 
some  tea,  chocolate,  sugar,  and  tobacco  will  be  forwarded  from  Norwaj^  House 
and  Red  River  Settlement. 

9.  By  the  foregoing  scheme  of  operations,  you  will  observe  it  is  supposed  you 
will  accomplish  the  objects  of  the  expedition  in  the  course  of  one  summer,  but 
in  case  you  may  find  that  impossible,  and  that  there  are  sufficient  grounds  to 
justify  your  prolonging  the  search  to  a  second  season,  yon  should  be  prepared 
to  pass  the  winter  of  1 855-6  on  the  coast,  renewing  your  explorations  in  spring 
and  summer,  and  returning  to  Athabasca  in  the  autumn  of  1856.  If,  in  your 
opinion,  it  would  l)c  incurring  too  nuich  risk  to  cndeavoiu'  to  maintain  so  many 
people  on  the  coast  through  the  winter,  you  are  at  liberty  to  send  back  one 
canoe  and  some  of  your  men,  and  it  is  left  discretionary  for  one  of  yourselves  to 
return  at  the  same  time,  as  health  and  other  circumstances  may  seem  to  render 
expedient.  You  will  oC  coui'se  take  caiv,  to  ])e  well  provided  with  arms, 
amnnmition,  and  nets,  and  in  the  event  of  your  wintering  on  the  coast,  you 
should  follow  the  cxam|)le  ol"  Dr.  ]\ac  in  eking  out  your  store  of  provisions  by 
such  additions  as  the  meagix^  resources  oCthe  countiy  may  afford. 

10.  Thei'c  ai  e  (brvvarded  herewith  a  small  assortment  of  astronomical  instru- 
ments and  Hoinc  charts, which  have  l)("cn  luniished  by  the  Lords  of  the  Admiralty, 
ior  th('  use  oC  the  expedition,  and  which  at  the  cionclusion  ol"  the  service  are  to 
be  returned.    You  will  of  coiu'S(i  keep  a  detailed  jotmial  ol'  your  proceedings, 
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take  observations  for  latitude  and  longitude  as  frequently  as  possible,  and  as 
as  your  opportunities  admit,  collect  information  respecting  the  country  you 
may  visit  likely  to  be  of  interest  to  the  scientific  world,  bearing  in  mind  that 
such  matters  are  of  secondary  consideration,  and  must  not  be  allowed  to  inter- 
fere with  the  main  objects  of  your  expedition.  Should  you  discover  any 
traces  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  party,  you  will  carefully  collect  and  bring  back 
with  you  whatever  ma}'  be  portable,  more  especially  manuscripts  ;  such  articles 
will  most  probably  be  found  in  the  possession  of  the  natives,  from  whom  they 
should  be  purchased  at  any  cost.  Should  you  fall  in  with  the  remains  of  any 
of  the  unfortunate  men  v.^ho  are  reported  to  have  perished  on  tlie  Arctic  coast 
in  the  spring  of  1850,  you  will  have  them  decently  interred,  erecting  over  them 
a  cairn  of  stones  to  mark  the  spot,  in  which  should  be  deposited  a  written 
memorial  of  all  that  is  known  of  their  career  and  melancholy  fate. 

11.  Having  gone  with  sufficient  detail  into  the  arrangements  of  the  expedition, 
I  will  conclude  by  stating  that  your  proceedings  will  be  watched  with  deep 
interest  by  the  whole  civilized  world.  The  Lords  Commissioners  of  the 
Admiralty,  in  addressing  the  Company  on  the  subject,  desire  that  those  who 
may  be  selected  to  serve  on  this  expedition  may  be  assured  that  it  is  the  wish 
of  the  British  Government,  and  its  declared  intention,  to  pay  liberally  for  the 
service  to  be  rendered,  and  to  rcAvard  specially  any  acts  of  signal  daring  and 
distinguished  merit.  As  a  further  incentive,  if  any  be  wanting,  I  may  add  that 
the  Governor  and  Committee,  already  cognizant  of  your  past  meritorious 
conduct,  have  it  in  contemplation  to  promote  you  both  in  their  service  in  the 
course  of  the  present  Avinter;  and,  from  their  wonted  liberality,  I  feel  assured  they 
will  mark  in  a  substantial  manner  their  approbation  of  any  extraordinary  zeal 
manifested  on  the  present  occasion.  Most  of  the  men  to  be  employed  on  the 
expedition  have  previously  served  under  Dr.  Rae,  whose  admirable  tact  in  the 
command  of  his  people  is  proverbial,  and  w-as  highl}^  conducive  to  the  success 
of  his  various  expeditions.  You  cannot  do  better  than  follow  his  example  on 
this  point,  treating  the  men  with  kindness  and  consideration,  and  maintaining 
subordination  more  by  your  influence  over  them  than  by  a  resort  to  strict 
discipline.  I  have  so  much  confidence  in  your  ]ong  experience  in  the  country 
that  I  feel  it  unnecessary  to  caution  you  against  incurring  needless  perils  in  the 
prosecution  of  this  service ;  at  the  same  time  I  rely  on  your  sparing  no  eflTorts 
to  distinguish  yourselves  by  success,  and  so  as  to  earn  for  the  Honourable 
Company  and  their  officers  the  approbation  of  Her  Majesty's  Government  and 
the  English  public. 

With  the  most  sincere  good  wishes  for  vour  safety  and  success, 


Expedition  to  the 
Mouth  of  the 
Back  Rivor, 


I  remain, 
(Signed)  G, 


&c. 

Simpson. 


Extract  of  Letter  from  Sir  George  Simpson  to  Mr.  James  Gp.een  Stewart, 
dated  Hudson's  Bay  House,  Lachine,  November  18,  1854. 

"  By  my  official  letter  addressed  to  Mr.  C.  J.  James  Anderson  and 
3^ourself,  you  will  see  that  a  party  of  men  for  the  expedition  will  be  sent 
from  Red  River,  and  that  Post-master  W.  McKay  is  to  accompany  them. 
When  that  party  reaches  Carlton,  you  must  lose  no  time  in  your  preparations, 
but,  making  over  37^0^*  charge  to  any  person  Mr.  Ballenden  may  send 
to  relieve  you,  or  if  no  one  be  sent,  to  your  assistant  (Spencer),  push  on 
vigorously  with  them  to  Athabasca,  from  w^hence  you  are  to  forward  the 
dispatches  for  Mr.  Anderson  without  loss  of  time. 

"  You  are  left  a  full  discretion  as  to  the  employment  of  the  people  w^ho 
accompany  you  at  Athabasca  and  Fort  Resolution  before  the  navigation 
opens,  and  as  to  all  minor  details  and  arrangements.  You  will  befable  to 
proceed  from  Athabasca  to  Fort  Resolution  some  time  before  you  can  get 
through  Great  Slave  Lake,  but  everything  should  be  perfectly  ready  to  make 
a  start  the  very  first  day  the  lake  breaks  up,  whether  Mr.  Anderson  has 
arrived  or  not.  The  success  of  the  expedition  will  depend  very  much  on  your 
forethought  and  judgment  in  the  arrangements  you  make  for  providing 
against  every  possible  contingency,  and  until  Mr.  Anderson  joins  you,  these 
arrangements  must  be  made  on  your  own  sole  responsibility ;  so  that  should 
anything  miscarry  through  defects  therein,  your  reputation  will  suffer.  The 
V.  5  Q 
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Expedition  to  the  u  construction  ()f  tlic  canoes  should  claim  your  jiarticular  attention ;  and  you 
liack^Uver^     "  ^^^^^  consider  the  chances  of  your  winterinj>'  on  the  coast  in  1855  -  G,  and 

  "      "  make  provision  accordingly,  taking  care  your  party  are  properly  armed  and 

"  supphed  with  ammunition,  net  thread,  tohacco,  and  other  niatters  wln'ch  your 
"  experience  will  suggest.  You  should  also  decide  where  your  reserve  stores 
"  of  provisions  are  to  be  deposited,  so  that  you  may  know  where  to  fall  back 
"  upon  them,  and  when  the  boat  under  McKay  shall  proceed  to  meet  you  on 
"  your  return. 

"  I  hope  Ouligbuck's  party  from  York  and  Norway  House,  with  the  supplies 
"  they  are  taking  on,  may  reach  Athabasca  soon  after  yourself. 

"  You  will  understand  you  have  (jarte  hlanchc  to  draw  on  any  post  within 
"  reach  for  supplies  of  goods  or  provisions,  or  for  the  services  of  the  Company's 
"  servants  ;  nothing  is  to  interfere  with  the  efficient  equipment  and  organization 
"  of  the  expedition." 


Hudson's  Bay  House,  Lachine, 
Dear  Sir,  Nov.  18,  1854. 

The  enclosed  copy  of  an  official  despatch,  addressed  to  Messrs.  Ander- 
son and  Stewart,  will  make  you  acquainted  with  the  arrangements  connected 
with  the  expedition  to  be  employed  next  summer  to  visit  the  Arctic  coast  at  the 
outlet  of  Back's  River,  in  order  to  follow  up  the  search  for  Sir  J.  Franklin's 
party  at  the  point  where  it  was  reported  by  the  Esquimaux  to  Dr.  Rae  forty 
persons  perished  in  1850.  This  important  service,  which  excites  the  most 
lively  interest  in  England  and  America,  has  been  left  by  Her  Majesty's  Govern- 
ment entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Company  and  its  officers,  and  as  that  cir- 
cumstance has  been  publicly  announced,  I  trust  no  effort  will  be  spared  in  this 
country  to  carry  out  the  arrangements  M'ith  a  zeal  and  completeness  that  shall 
redound  to  the  credit  of  the  Company's  service. 

The  following  men  who  have  served  under,  and  are  recommended  by.  Dr. 
Rae,  you  will  have  to  engage  on  any  terms  that  will  be  a  sufficient  inducement 
for  them  to  join  this  expedition,  viz.  John  Fidler,  James  Johnston,  John 
McDonald,  Jacob  Beads,  Charles  Kennedy,  Samuel  Sinclair,  and  Henry  Fidler. 
If  any  of  them  are  not  forthcoming,  you  must  replace  them  by  the  very  best 
men  for  the  work  who  can  be  found  in  the  settlement ;  if  accustomed  to  canoes, 
it  would  be  desirable. 

With  as  little  delay  as  possible  after  this  reaches  you,  I  hope  not  exceeding 
two  days  at  the  utmost,  the  people  engaged  by  you,  with  four  Iroquois  canoe- 
men,  who  will  be  sent  from  hence,  should  be  dispatched  for  Carlton,  where  they 
will  place  themselves  under  the  orders  of  Mr.  Stewart,  who  will  lead  the  party 
for  the  remainder  of  the  journey  to  Athabasca.  There  is  also  to  be  attached  to 
the  expedition.  Post-master  William  McKay  (a  son  of  James  McKay,  the  old 
Saskatchewan  guide,  and  now  either  at  Egg  Lake  or  Touchwood  Hills),  who 
will  either  accompany  Mr.  Stewart's  party  or  that  from  York  with  Ouligbuck 
the  Esquimaux  interpreter,  as  may  be  most  convenient,  which  will  depend  on 
where  he  may  happen  to  be  stationed  ;  the  York  party  will  of  course  be  later 
than  Mr.  Stewart  and  follow  the  usual  route  from  Norway  House  via 
Moose  Lake  and  Cumberland.  You  must  make  the  best  arrangements  in  your 
power  to  supply  Post-master  McKay's  place,  and  also,  if  you  can,  send  some 
person  to  succeed  Mr.  Stewart  at  Carlton,  who  might  take  charge  of  the  party 
of  servants  from  Red  River  for  the  expedition.  If  you  have  no  one  to  send, 
Spencer  must  take  charge  of  Carlton  until  Mr.  Sinclair  can  make  better 
arrangements. 

You  will  forward  by  the  expedition  servants  to  Athabasca,  an  assortment  of 
goods  suitable  for  trade  with  the  Esquimaux,  consisting  of  beads,  liles,  knives, 
daggers,  thimbles,  fish-hooks,  needles,  axes,  ice  chisels,  &c.,  also  some  tobacco, 
tea,  chocolate,  and  sugar,  and  yon  should  se(>  that  the  men  are  properly 
e{juip[)cd  for  the  service,  in  as  small  ;i.  comj)ass  as  [)ossible. 

Next  summer  it  will  be  necessary  to  forward  an  additional  boat  with  the 
Postage  la  Loche  Brigade  laden  with  .sup|)li(\s  foi-  the  expedition,  say 
pcniiiiican,  flour,  tea,  sugju',  net  thread,  anununition,  two  or  tliree  bales  of 
blankds  and  warm  clothing,  and  such  other  articles  as  your  experience  may 
point  out  as  h'kely  to  be  required  in  tlie  event  of  the  party  remaining  out  two 
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seasons.  This  cargo  is  to  be  deposited  at  Great  Slave  Lake,  and  held  subject 
to  the  orders  of  Messrs.  Anderson  and  Stewart. 

With  this  general  outline  of  the  arrangements,  aided  by  my  instructions  to 
Messrs.  Anderson  and  Stewart,  I  leave  you  all  matters  of  detail,  for  giving 
them  effect  as  far  as  they  depend  on  you,  relying  with  confidence  on  the  zeal 
and  experience  of  yourself  and  all  other  of  the  Company's  officers  to  do  all  that 
may  be  possible  to  ensure  the  success  of  the  undertaking. 

I  transmit  this  packet  under  the  charge  of  Mr.  James  Bissett,  clerk  of  the 
Company's  service,  who  will  start  from  hence  to-morrow,  accompanied  by  four 
Iroquois  canoe-men,  via  St.  Paul  for  Red  River,  where  I  trust  they  may  make 
an  early  arrival.  The  letters  for  York  and  Norway  House  should  be  sent 
forward  immediately,  so  that  the  people  and  supplies  to  be  provided  from  those 
places  may  reach  Athabasca  before  the  navigation  opens,  which  can  only  be 
accomplished  by  great  promptitude  in  making  the  arrangements,  and  diligence 
on  the  march. 

A  duplicate  packet  will  be  despatched  in  the  course  of  a  few  days  by  mail, 
via  St.  Paul ;  and  so  important  is  this  service,  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  send 
expresses  with  the  duplicate  letters  to  Carlton  and  Norway  House,  in  case  of 
any  accident  to  the  originals. 

Mr.  Bissett  is  to  return  by  the  same  route  he  goes  up  by. 

I  remain,  &c. 
(Signed)       George  Simpson. 

John  Ballenden,  Esq.,  Fort  Garry, 
Red  River  Settlement. 


Expedition  to  the 
Mouth  of  the 
Back  River. 


Extract  of  Letter  from  Sir  George  Simpson  to  George  Barnston,  Esq., 
dated  Lachine,  18th  November  1854. 

"  The  unexpected  information  respecting  the  fate  of  Sir  John  Franklin's 
"  party,  which  was  conveyed  to  England  by  Dr.  Rae,  has  created  great  sen- 
"  sation.  Her  Majesty's  Government  immediately  decided,  in  accordance 
"  with  the  public  sentiment  on  the  subject,  that  an  expedition  should  be  sent 
"  next  summer  to  the  mouth  of  Back's  River,  to  make  a  search  for  traces  of 
"  the  party  of  whites  who,  it  is  reported,  perished  there  in  1850.  The  mode 
"  of  carrying  out  this  service,  and  all  the  arrangements  connected  therewith, 
"  have  been  left  entirely  to  the  Company,  the  Government  undertaking  to 
"  defray  all  expenses,  and  to  reward  distinguished  merit,  on  the  part  of  the 
"  Company's  people  employed  thereon. 

"  The  scheme  of  the  expedition  which  has  been  decided  on,  is  to  organise 
"  a  party  of  two  officers,  twelve  canoe-men,  and  two  Esquimaux  interpreters, 
"  at  Great  Slave  Lake,  in  June  next,  who  will  proceed  in  three  canoes  down 
"  Back's  River  to  the  coast,  to  explore  the  mainland  and  adjacent  islands,  and 
"  communicate  with  the  Esquimaux,  returning  to  Great  Slave  Lake  the  same 
"  season,  if  possible.  The  officers  appointed  to  this  duty  are  Chief  Trader 
"  Anderson  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Stewart.  Among  the  men  recommended  by 
"  Dr.  Rae  are  two  who  were  with  him,  and  now  at  Norway  House  or  the 
"  adjoining  Mission  village,  viz.,  Thomas  Mistegan  and  Murdoch  McLellan, 
"  and  I  have  to  beg  you  will  immediately  secure  their  services  for  this  new 
"  expedition  by  the  offisr  of  such  wages  as  may  be  a  sufficient  inducement  for 
"  them  to  join  it.  I  fix  no  limits ;  you  will  understand  the  men  are  wanted, 
"  and  act  accordingly. 

"  They  should  be  in  readiness  to  proceed  to  Athabasca  in  company  with 
"  "William  Ouligbuck  and  another  Esquimaux  interpreter,  whom  Mr.  Mactavish, 
*'  in  the  accompanying  packet  to  his  address,  is  instructed  to  forward  to  Norway 
"  House  with  the  least  possible  delay. 

"  Ouligbuck's  party  will  bring  w^ith  them  some  supplies  for  the  expedition, 
"  and  from  Norway  House  you  will  forward  three  or  four  '  pieces,'  consisting 
"  of  goods  suitable  for  traffic  with  the  Esquimaux,  say,  beads,  files,  knives, 
"  daggers,  thimbles,  fish-hooks,  needles,  axes,  ice  chisels,  and  such  other 
"  articles  as  your  experience  will  suggest ;  also  some  tobacco,  tea,  and  sugar. 

"  If  either  of  the  two  men  pointed  out  by  Dr.  Rae  are  not  forthcoming,  you 
"  must  endeavour  to  supply  his  place  by  some  really  good  hand.  Thomas 
"  Mistegan  is  reported  to  be  a  trustworthy  pushing  fellow,  and  I  presume 
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Expedition  to  the  "  would  be  qualified  to  have  charge  of  the  party  from  Norway  IIouhc  U> 
Mouth  of  the  u  Athabasca;  but  if  you  think  otherwise,  you  must  scml  with  tliern  William 
Back  Iliver.  Anderson,  or  any  other  good  man  about,  in  whom  you  have  confidence,  and 
"  who  could  expedite  the  march.  At  Athabasca  they  will  find  Mr.  Stewart, 
"  who  will  arrive  there  l^efore  them  with  a  party  fi'oin  Red  River,  via  (Jarlton 
**  and  Rapid  River,  and  under  whose  orders  they  will  act. 

"  In  all  the  arrangements  which  devolve  upon  you,  you  have  carle  blanche 
"  to  carry  them  out  in  the  manner  you  think  most  likely  to  ensure  success, 
"  without  reference  to  expense  or  the  inconvenience  that  may  be  occasioned 
"  to  the  Company's  service,  as  we  are  pledged  to  Her  Majesty's  Government 
"  to  use  every  exertion  to  carry  out  their  views. 

"  An  extra  boat  is  to  accompany  the  Postage  la  Loche  Brigade  next  summer 
"  laden  with  provisions,  clothing,  &c.,  for  the  expedition,  which  are  to  be 
"  deposited  at  Great  Slave  I>,ake,  subject  to  the  orders  of  Messrs.  Anderson 

and  Stewart. 

"  On  Mr.  Anderson's  M'ithdrawal  from  Mackenzie  River,  Chief  Trader 
"  R.  Campbell  will  succeed  to  the  charge,  unless  his  services  be  required  on 
"  the  expedition,  in  which  case  Mr.  Anderson  is  authorized  to  employ  him 

thereon,  and  make  some  other  arrangement  for  the  charge  of  the  district." 


Extract  of  Letter  from  Sir  George  Simpson  to  William  Mactavish,  Esquire, 
dated  Lachine,  18th  November  1854. 

"  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  decided  that  an  expedition  shall  be 
"  forwarded  to  the  mouth  of  Back's  River  next  summer,  to  prosecute  the 
"  search  for  the  remains  of  Sir  J.  Franklin's  party,  at  the  point  where,  according 
"  to  Dr.  Rae's  information,  they  were  last  seen  by  the  Esquimaux.  The  organi- 
"  zation  and  entire  management  of  this  expedition  is  confided  to  the  Company. 

"  It  is  to  start  from  Great  Slave  Lake  in  June  next,  under  the  command  of 
"  Chief  Trader  J.  Anderson  (a)  and  Mr.  J.  G.  Stewart,  the  party  to  consist  of 
"  twelve  men  and  two  Esquimaux  interpreters,  in  three  canoes.  We  require  for 
"  this  expedition  the  services  of  William  Ouhgbuck,  Dr.  Rae's  interpreter,  who  I 
*'  have  to  beg  you  will  summon  from  Churchill  with  all  possible  despatch,  and 
"  forward  to  Athabasca  this  winter,  where  he  will  find  the  expedition  party 
"  assembled.  He  should  be  accompanied  by  another  Churchill  Esquimaux,  who 
"  could  on  an  emergency  also  act  as  interpreter.  The  main  object  of  the 
"  expedition  being  to  communicate  with  the  Esquimaux  tribes  on  the  coast,  it 
*'  would  be  imprudent  to  trust  to  one  interpreter. 

"  Dr.  Rae  states  he  left  a  Halkett  india-rubber  boat  at  York,  which  you  will 
"  forward  to  Athabasca  by  Ouligbuck's  party  ;  you  will  likewise  forward  by 
"  them,  for  the  use  of  the  expedition,  an  assortment  of  portable  goods  suitable  for 
"  presents  to,  and  traffic  with  the  Esquimaux,  consisting  of  beads,  files,  knives, 
"  daggers,  thimbles,  fish-hooks,  needles,  axes,  ice  chisels,  &c.&c.,  say  to  the 
"  extent  of  two  "  pieces  "  or  more,  if  the  party  can  convey  them,  bearing  in  mind 
"  the  necessity  of  their  making  an  expeditious  march  to  Athabasca. 

"  To  this  assortment  should  be  added  a  moderate  supply  of  tea,  chocolate,  and 
"  sugar,  and  any  portable  articles  belonging  to  Dr.  Rae's  late  expedition,  which 
"  you  may  think  likely  to  be  serviceable. 

"  At  Norway  House,  Ouligbuck's  party  will  be  reinforced  by  two  men  for  the 
"  expedition,  Thomas  Mistcgan  and  Murdoch  McLellan,  their  loads  being 
"  increased  by  a  supply  of  tobacco,  and  another  assortment  of  articles  for  trade 
"  with  the  Escjuimaux.  « 

"  The  (jovcrnment  desire  that  no  expense  be  spared  in  carrying  out  this 
"  luidertaking,  and  you  will  act  accordingl}/,  forwarding  everything  your  experi- 
"  ence  may  suggest  as  necessary  or  desirable ;  and  in  order  that  Ouligbuek  may 
"  not  be  clelaycd  on  the  march  by  being  overloaded,  you  may  send  as  large  a 
"  party  with  him  as  may  appear  desirable,  the  employment  of  two  or  three  extra 
*'  men  and  dog-sleds  being  of  no  consideration  as  compared  with  the  gain  of  a  few 
"  days  on  the  journey  to  Athabasca." 


(    857  ) 


Hudson's  Bay  House,  Lachine,      Expedition  to  the 
Dear  Sir,  November  18,  1854.  River'' 

The  services  of  Mr.  Stewart  being  required  on  an  expedition  to  the  '  

Arctic  coast  next  summer,  I  have  directed  him  on  receipt  of  my  despatches  to 
proceed  forthwith  from  Carlton  to  Athabasca,  making  over  his  charge  to  any 
officer  Mr.  Ballenden  may  send  from  Red  lliver  to  relieve  him,  or,  if  none  be 

sent,  to  his  assistant  Spencer,  until  you  can  make  other  arrangements.  j 

Further  details  of  the  expedition  will  reach  you  from  other  sources  ;  the 
Government  has  placed  it  entirely  in  the  hands  of  the  Company,  and  all  their 
resources  are  to  be  made  available  for  this  important  service.  In  whatever  way 
you  can  render  any  assistance  to  the  undertaking,  I  count  on  your  cordial 
co-operation.  The  officers  commanding  the  part}^,  Messrs.  Anderson  and 
Stewart,  have  carte  blanche  to  call  upon  every  district  within  reach  to  contribute 

goods  and  people  when  required,  |i 

I  remain,  &c. 

William  Sinclair,  Esq.,  (Signed)       George  Simpson. 

Fort  Edmonton,  Saskatchewan  District. 


Hudson's  Bay  House,  Lachine, 
Dear  Sir,  November  18,  1854. 

I  BEG  to  refer  you  to  Mr.  Stewart  for  information  respecting  an  expedition 
to  be  fitted  out  in  the  country  next  season,  and  placed  under  the  joint  charge  of 
Mr.  Anderson  and  himself,  for  the  purposes  of  making  a  search  for  traces  of  Sir 
John  Franklin's  party  at  the  mouth  of  Back  River ;  the  party  are  to  rendezvous 
at  Great  Slave  Lake,  in  time  to  start  from  thence  for  the  coast  as  early  as  the 
navigation  admits. 

Mr.  Stewart  is  to  get  two  canoes  built  at  Athabasca,  and  two  are  also  to  be 
constructed  at  Fort  Resolution,  and  I  have  to  beg  you  will  tender  him  your  best 
assistance  in  this,  as  in  all  other  arrangements  connected  with  the  expedition, 
bearing  in  mind  that  everything  is  to  give  way  to  this  important  undertaking. 
In  the  event  of  the  services  of  any  of  the  officers  or  servants  in  Athabasca 
district  being  required  for  the  expedition,  Mr.  Stewart  is  authorized  to  avail 
himself  of  them. 

Mr.  Stewart  and  a  partv  of  men  Avill  proceed  to  Athabasca  this  winter  ;  and 
a  second  party  with  Ouligbuck,  the  Esquimaux  interpreter,  will  be  sent  from 
York  and  Norway  House,  and  I  hope  will  be  with  you  sometime  before  the 
navigation  opens. 

I  remain,  &c. 

John  Bell,  Esq.,  Athabasca.  (Signed)       George  Simpson. 


Hudson's  Bay  House,  Lachine, 
Dear  Sir,  November  18,  1854. 

Mr.  Stewart  will  acquaint  you  with  the  arrangements  that  have  been 
made  respecting  an  expedition  to  be  forwarded,  by  way  of  Back's  River,  to  the 
Arctic  coast  next  summer,  to  search  for  traces  of  Sir  John  Franklin's  party  at 
the  place  they  were  last  seen,  of  which  Mr.  Anderson  and  Mr.  Stewart  have 
the  command. 

Mr.  Stewart,  with  a  party  of  men  engaged  for  this  service  in  Red  River,  will 
proceed  to  Athabasca  this  winter ;  and  a  second  party,  with  Ouligbuck,  the 
Esquimaux  interpreter,  will  also  be  forwarded  thither  from  York.  To  both  of 
these  parties  you  will  be  pleased  to  render  every  necessary  aid  and  facility  for 
the  expeditious  prosecution  of  their  march,  it  being  very  important  they  should 
reach  Athabasca  some  time  before  the  navigation  opens.  In  whatever  way  you 
can  facilitate  the  arrangements  of  the  expedition,  you  will  be  pleased  to  do  so, 
as  Her  Majesty's  Government  have  placed  the  entire  management  of  this  under- 
taking to  the  zeal  and  experience  of  the  Company  and  their  officers. 

I  remain,  &c 

George  Deschambeault,  Esq.,  (Signed)       George  Simpson. 

lie  a  la  Crosse, 
English  River; 
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Expedition  to  the  SiR,  Ncw  York,  December  17,  1854. 

Moutii  of  the  -^^p^  yesterday  received,  per  the  "  Asia,"  the  Assistant  Secretary's  favour  of 

Back  River.      ^^^^^      instant,  on  the  exhibition  of  which  to  our  Collector  of  Customs,  a  free 
Contents:— instru-  permit  was  at  oncc  granted  for  the  box  and  parcel  forwarded  by  Messrs. 
Sshed  "b^HM 's  Go  Mclvcr ;  and  getting  possession  of  them  without  any  delay,  we  were  enabled  to 
vernment^     ^  °  forward  thcHi  by  express  to  Sir  George  Simpson  last  evening.    He  should 
receive  them  to-morrow  morning. 

We  are,  &c. 
( Signed)       Maitland,  Phelps,  &  Co. 

A.  Barclay,  Esq.,  Secretary, 

Hon.  Hudson's  Bay  Company, 
London. 


No.  19. 

Sir,  Hudson's  Bay  House,  December  11,  1854. 

With  reference  to  my  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  on  the  subject  of  the 
expedition  to  the  mouth  of  the  Back  River,  I  am  directed  by  the  Governor  and 
Committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company  to  inform  you,  that  they  have  this 
day  received  advices  from  Sir  George  Simpson,  stating  that  Mr.  Bissett,  of  the 
Company's  Service,  and  three  Iroquois  voyageurs,  left  La  Chine  at  4h.  a.m.  on 
the  morning  of  the  21st  ultimo,  for  Red  River  Settlement,  via  the  Minesota 
Territory,  U.S.,  and  that  they  had  reached  Chicago  on  the  morning  of 
the  25th. 

W.  A.  B  Haimlton,  Esq.,  ^  ^.         ^  ^^^j;^;  ^ 

Secretary,  &c.  &c.  '  \    ■      ^  c  i. 

Admiralty.  Assistant  Secretary. 


No.  20. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  December  12,  1854. 

I  HAVE  received  and  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
your  letter  of  the  7th  instant,  enclosing  copies  of  the  instructions  given  by  Sir 
George  Simpson  for  equipping  the  expedition  to  the  mouth  of  the  Back  River, 
in  search  of  further  information  respecting  the  fate  of  Sir  John  Frankhn  and  the 
crews  of  the  "  Erebus "  and  "  Terror ;"  and  I  am  directed  to  express  their 
Lordships'  thanks  to  the  Governor  and  Committee  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany, and  to  acquaint  you  that  my  Lords  are  much  satisfied  with  the  in- 
structions issued  by  Sir  George  Simpson,  and  the  arrangements  he  has  made. 

(Signed)       R.  Osborne. 

W.  G.  Smith,  Esq., 

Hudson's  Bay  Company. 

P.S. — I  have  further  to  thank  you  for  your  letter  of  the  11th  inst.,  reporting 
the  departure  of  Mr.  Bissett  and  three  voyageurs  from  the  Red  River  Settle- 
ment. 
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Behriiig  Straits  Expedition. 


From  Captain  Houstoun  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Trincomalee," 

San  Francisco,  September  20,  1854. 

Sir,  (Received  Novembev  8.) 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  inform  you  that,  in  obedience  to  the  orders  of  my  Arrival : 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty,  directing  the  Commander-in-Chief  in  i""'"' Clarence, 
the  Pacific  to  detach  a  ship  of  his  squadron  to  reach  Port  Clarence  at  the 
opening  of  the  season,  viz.  the  25th  of  June,  Her  Majesty's  Ship  under  my 
command  arrived  in  that  port  on  that  day.  We  found  the  "  Rattlesnake"  there, 
all  well.  Commander  TroUope's  arrangements  for  wintering  in  Port  Clarence, 
instead  of  Grantley  Harbour,  had  been  most  successful. 

The  four  live  cattle  and  twenty  live  pigs,  with  vegetables  (potatoes,  onions, 
and  pumpkins),  which  we  got  at  Honolulu,  reached  in  the  best  condition  :  the 
fodder  for  the  cattle  being  nearly  expended,  I  recommended  Commander  Trollope 
to  use  them  for  his  ship,  reserving  the  pigs  for  the  "  Plover :"  this  was 
attended  to. 

The  "  Rattlesnake"  made  a  trip  to  Point  Spencer,  for  a  supply  of  drift-wood 
for  the  house  which  their  Lordships  have  directed  to  be  built  on  the  spit  of 
Grantley  Harbour.  On  her  return,  we  gave  her  all  the  assistance  she  required, 
viz.  watering  her,  making  good  her  defects,  and  exchanging  officers  and  men ; 
and  on  the  15th  of  July  she  sailed,  hoping  to  be  of  use  assisting  the  "  Plover." 

On  that  day  Mr.  Kellard,  our  carpenter,  with  eight  of  his  crew,  and  other 
artificers  landed  to  work  at  the  house  during  the  absence  of  Mr.  Oliver,  the 
carpenter,  and  the  artificers  of  the  "  Rattlesnake." 

On  the  17th  I  started,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Norway,  the  master,  and  other 
officers,  with  our  gig  and  second  cutter  and  their  crews,  and  a  baidar  with  an 
Indian  guide,  to  go  up  the  river  Age-e-puk  and  elsewhere,  on  a  discovery  and 
surveying  trip ;  we  were  not  fortunate,  although  away  14  days  ;  we  had  such 
very  bad  weather  that  we  did  not  get  more  than  50  miles  from  the  ship,  and 
whenever  we  particularly  wanted  the  sun  it  did  not  show.  The  sea,  which  gets 
up  in  Grantley  Harbour,  and  also  in  the  lake  before  you  enter  the  river,  is  a  very 
trying  one  for  boats. 

We  observed,  in  all  directions,  coal.  We  were  successful  in  our  sport,  so  far  Coai. 
as  grouse,  ptarmigan  and  plover,  but  only  saw  two  deer ;  Ave  shot  a  few  hares 
also.  We  returned  to  the  spit  house  in  the  night  of  the  31st  of  July,  and  very 
early  on  the  1st  were  surprised  and  delighted  at  the  arrival  of  the  "  Plover:" 
(she  had  seen  nothing  of  the  "  Rattlesnake").  Her  commander,  officers,  and 
men  generally  were  in  the  best  health  ;  they  had  experienced  the  most  severe 
winter,  which  was  concluded  by  the  ice  entirely  disappearing  days  before  it 
usually  commences  even  to  move. 

I  gave  Commander  Maguire  a  copy  of  their  Lordships'  orders:  after  due  Commander Magdre, 
deliberation  he  determined  to  return  to  Point  Barrow  for  another  winter  ;  I  con-  ^pij^g^^l?'^'^  ^'^^p 
curred  with  him.    It  is  undoubtedly  possible  that  the  "  Enterprise"  may  fall 
back  on  Point  Barrow ;  we  know  it  is  an  open  season  thereabouts  ;  it  may  not  be 
on  the  Atlantic  side. 

Commander  Maguire  and  every  one  of  the  officers  of  the  "  Plover"  were 
perfectly  satisfied  with  the  state  of  their  ship,  as  to  her  capability  of  returning. 
She  makes  no  water,  and  although  it  is  true  she  has  some  bad  timbers,  her  three 
and  a  half-inches  of  doubling  is  perfectly  sound,  as  are  her  many  strengthening 
pieces.  We  then  commenced  victualling  and  storing  her,  supplying  the  place  of 
such  men  as  were  invalided  or  desirous  of  leaving,  and  making  good  her  defects  ; 
these  were  entirely  blacksmiths,  and  confined  to  the  wear  of  her  heating  appa- 
ratus, funnels,  forge,  &c. 
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The  provisions  wc  gave  her  were  of  the  very  best  description,  especially 
Hogarth's  preserved  meats,  and  the  very  superior  bread  made  for  Her  Majesty's 
ships  on  this  station,  by  Mr.  Walker,  the  contractor  at  Valparaiso. 

During  all  the  time  the  "  Plover"  was  at  Port  Clarence,  her  crew  were  on 
tresh  provisions,  and  they  took  away  six  very  large  hogs,  with  potatoes, 
onions,  &c. 

Commander  Troiiope.  It  was  not  Until  Saturday  the  12th,  that  the  "  Rattlesnake"  returned;  I  had 
" KaftiesMke "^^''^     bccn  morc  than  usually  anxious  for  her,  for  she  had  all  the  "  Plover's"  letters. 

I  then  arranged  with  Commanders  Maguire  and  Trollopc,  that  Saturday  the 
19tli  should  be  the  day  of  departure,  that  is,  for  the  "  Trincomalee"  and 
"  Plover."  I  thought  we  could  afford  that  time  for  writing  letters,  and  relaxa- 
tion and  change,  so  necessary,  especially  for  the  "  Plover's"  crew  after  their  long 
isolation,  and  on  that  morning  we  both  started.  The  wind  was  favourable  for  the 
"  Plover,"  and  so  it  remained  the  next  day,  and  I  have  every  reason  to  think 
she  made  good  progress,  and  I  calculate  she  would  get  into  her  winter  quarters 
easier  and  earlier  than  in  either  of  the  preceding  years. 

As  the  wind  was  contrary  for  us,  after  going  a  few  miles  down  the  bay,  we 
anchored,  getting  away  with  a  north-westerly  wind  early  on  the  morning  of 
the  21st,  and  arrived  in  this  port  on  Monday  the  18th  instant. 
Lieutenant  Moore  and  Lieutenant  Moorc,  invalided  from  "  Rattlesnake,"  and  Mr.  Gordon,  mate, 
Gordon?^  Lieutenant)  j.g^^^j^jj^g  j^Qj^g  from  the  "  Plovcr,"  being  dcsirous  of  getting  to  England  with 
all  despatch,  I  have  given  them  permission  to  go  via  Panama,  and  take  advan- 
tage of  their  doing  so,  to  forward  in  their  charge,  this  letter,  and  all  the  Arctic 
Despatches  we  have.  Mr.  Gordon's  long  service  in  the  "  Plover,"  in  the  arctic 
seas,  especially  the  two  last  years,  wintering  at  Point  Barrow,  have  given  him 
great  opportunities  of  acquiring  much  valuable  information  and  great  experience, 
which  he  has  not  failed  to  profit  by,  and  their  Lordships  may  depend  upon  his 
opinions  and  statements. 

He  has  generally  been  an  active  participator  in  all  extra  and  detached  and 
difficult  services. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Wallace  Houstoun, 
Captain. 

The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 
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Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Discovery  Ship  "  Rattlesnake/' 
Commander  Henry  Trollope. 


Commander  Trollope  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 
(No.  4  of  1854.) 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Rattlesnake," 
Port  Clarence,  Bherings  Straits,  July  6,  1854. 
SlRj  (Received  November  17,  1854.) 

1.  I  BEG  to  acquaint  you  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  with  the  proceed 
ings  of  H.  M.  Sloop  "  Rattlesnake,"  since  the  4th  September  1853.    H.  M.  S. 
"  Amphitrite,"  Captain.  Frederick,  sailed  from  Point  Spencer  on  Tuesday  6th 
September.    On  Thursday  8th  the  "  Koh-i-noor,"  (George  Devine,  Master,)  a  The " Koh-i-n 
colonial  trading  schooner  of  135  tons,  arrived,  and  I  took  advantage  of  her  return  trader, 
to  Hong  Kong  to  write,  and  enclose  a  paper  which  her  supercargo,  Mr.  Gustav 
Overbeck,  had  copied  from  some  notices  in  the  possession  of  the  natives  near 
Serdze  Kamen,  on  the  coast  of  Asia  ;  the  existence  of  these  papers  in  French  and 
Russian  is  so  far  satisfactory  that  it  proves  even  in  that  distant  part,  so  remote 
from  the  Kolyma,  steps  have  been  taken  by  the  Russians  to  relieve  the  crews  of 
any  shipwrecked  vessels.    And  as  this  was  made  known  accidentally,  it  may  be  Russian  aid. 
inferred  like  measures  have  been  taken  further  west.    As  the  "  Koh-i-noor"  was 
not  going  direct  to  Hong  Kong,  but  intended  to  visit  an  establishment  for 
making  cocoa-nut  oil,  collecting  tortoiseshell,  &c.,  at  Bornabi,  or  Ascension,  one 
of  the  Caroline  Islands,  I  send  a  copy  of  the  French  part  of  the  paper. 

"  Messieurs  les  Etrangers, 

"  Les  croiseurs  m'ont  donne  connaissance  de  votre  naufrage  pres  de  la 
"  cote  de  I'empire  Russe.  C'est  pourquoi  je  vous  prie  de  m'avertir  en  ecrivant 
"  sur  le  papier  de  quel  pays  vous  etes  ?  Quel  est  le  but  de  votre  croisiere 
"  sur  la  mer  giaciale  ?  Par  quel  moyen  pensez-vous  revenir  a  votre  patrie  ?  Et 
"  ne  vous  faut-il  pas  quelque  secours  ? 

"  (Signed)       Ferdinand  Chmielowsskiey." 

Sredne  Kolymsk, 
Le  24  Mars  1853. 

The  "Koh-i-noor"  sailed  on  the  12th  September,  we  also  went  to  Point 
Jackson  and  collected  a  very  fine  load  of  timber  for  building  the  house,  retiuii-  Drift  timber, 
ing  with  it  to  Orantley  North  Spit  on  the  14th  September.  From  being  in  Port 
Clarence  we  derive  one  great  advantage,  in  being  able  to  go  in  the  ship  and 
collect  the  drift  timber  ;  we  can  do  three  times  as  much  work,  and  the  exposure 
to  wet  and  cold  is  not  to  be  compared.  We  went  twice  to  Point  Jackson,  twice 
to  Point  Spencer,  and  once  went  outside  altogether,  for  the  greater  convenience 
of  rafting  off*  timber.  During  September  the  weather  was  generally  fine,  the 
prevailing  wind  N.E.,  occasionally  fresh,  but  a  dry  pleasant  smooth  water  wind. 

2.  On  the  5th  October  we  returned  from  our  last  loading  trip,  and  found 
Grantley  Plarbour  partiall}^  frozen  over  ;  on  the  11th  we  were  obliged  to  discon- 
tinue watering  from  the  shore,  the  streams  being  frozen,  and  took  up  our  posi- 
tion for  winter  quarters  in  the  north-east  bight  of  Port  Clarence,  in  five  fathoms  winter  quarters 
water;  soft  muddy  bottom,  1,500  yards  from  the  shore,  one  anchor  down,  75  Port  Clarence, 
fathoms  of  chain  out. 

October  15. — Withdrew  the  carpenters  and  blacksmith  from  the  house; 
hauled  the  pinnace  up,  and  commenced  housing  in.    The  weather  began  to  ge^ 
very  cold  +  23°  Fahrenheit,  and  I  believe  \Ye  felt  it  more  inconveniently  than 
even  in  mid- winter,  when  it  was  63°  lower,  or  — 40°, 
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Drift  ice  made  its  .'ippeamuce  in  J'ort  (Jlai-ei)cc,  ((/rantley  liar])oar  wuh  hard 
fro/on  over) ;  our  boiits  ixomfi;  to  and  fro,  were  o})liged  to  inake  a  circuit  occa- 
sionally, altliou|>'h  with  the  oars  and  two  spades  in  the  bov/  as  paddles,  they  were 
generally  able  to  get  through  the  sludge  and  young  ice. 
Syivostcr's  stove.  Octobcr  17- —Lighted  the  Sylvester  stove.    Captain  Parry  in  1821  says  that 

the  stove  in  the  "Fiiiy"  eonsuniedonly  five  peeks  of  coal,  (or  less  than  lOOlbs.)  by  a 
constant  h're  through  the  24  hours ;  but  1  found  that  our  consumption  was  far  more 
extravagant ;  in  10  hours  ( and  I  seldom  kept  it  in  more)  25011)8.  were  consumed: 
for  this  reason  we  very  seldom  burnt  coal,  but  used  wood,  which,  although  it  did 
not  affbi'd  equal  heat,  was  very  comforting ;  but  using  coal  at  that  rate  was  out 
of  the  question,  for  we  should  have  had  none  left  ])y  the  spring.  I.  cannot  help 
thinlcing  that  some  erroi-  existed  Tn  the  construction  of  the  stove,  for  I  paid  paiii- 
cular  attention  to  it,  and  had  a  trustworthy  petty  officer  always  in  charge  ;  tiie 
utmost  regard  was  paid  to  the  directions  Messrs.  Sylvester  gave  me,  but  it 
always  appeared  too  much  heat  escaped  by  the  smoke  funiiel,  instead  of  being 
distributed  through  the  ship  by  the  hot-air  tubes  ;  it  was,  nevertheless,  the  great- 
est possible  comfort  and  advantage  to  us. 
Snow  water,  October  19. — The  thermometer  went  down  to  +  12°,  but  on  the  next  day  it 

rose  to  +  30°,  and  the  change  v/as  most  grateful,  as  we  had  a  great  deal  to  do  in 
the  open  air.  We  began  to  procure  water  by  melting  snow ;  with  attention,  I 
believe,  pound  for  pound  may  be  produced  ;  that  is,  allowing  the  gallon  to  weigh 
lOlbs.,  lOOlb.  of  snow  will  give  10  gallons  of  water;  I  saw  this  done  at  the 
coppers,  and  never  tasted  better  water.  More  or  less,  every  lOlbs.  of  snow  will 
require  iO  or  121bs.  of  wood:  we  used  pine  or  fir,  and  not  of  very  good  quality, 
being,  in  fact,  drift  wood,  often  sodden  and  decayed.  At  first  we  always  got 
the  suow"  from  the  land ;  but  on  one  occasion,  a  very  heavy  snow  drift  came  on, 
and  it  was  impossible  to  go  any  distance  from  the  ship :  we  therefore  tried  the 
snow  from  the  ice,  and  found  the  water  equally  good.  It  saved  a  vast  deal  of 
trouble,  as  instead  of  going  nearly  a  mile  we  had  only  to  go  150  yards  from  the 
ship.  Throughout  the  winter,  and  until  May  14th,  we  supplied  ourselves  with 
water  in  this  easy  manner. 

October  28. — The  housing  in  was  completed,  the  sludge  and  young  ice  form- 
ing so  rapidly  that  boats  were  unable  to  leave  the  ship. 

A  native,  in  his  caiac,  was  compelled  to  take  refuge,  being  unable  to  get  on 
shore  ;  two  deer  Avere  seen  on  a  floe  to  the  southward. 
John  Dadd  dies.  3.  Octobcr  29. — I  regret  to  state  that  we  lost  John  Dadd,  coxswain  of  the 

pinnace  ;  he  had  been  attacked  with  inflammation  of  the  lungs  in  the  middle  of 
September,  and  from  the  first,  Mr.  Foster,  the  assistant-surgeon,  thought  that 
the  symptoms  were  unfavourable.  His  excellent  conduct  in  the  ship  caused  him 
to  be  deservedly  regretted  by  every  one. 

October  30. — Ice  passing  the  ship  with  a  strong-^ ebb  tide,  the  cable  cutting  it 
with  a  loud  crashing  noise. 

October  31.^ — The  native  went  on  shore  in  his  caiac,  but  a  boat  with  oars 
could  hardly  have  done  so,  without  wasting  much  time  ;  I  dare  say  an  ho  in-  and 
a  half  to  go  less  than  a  mile. 

November  4th. — ^Thc  weather  was  very  mild,  thermometer  32  .  The  ice 
entirely  disajDpeared  from  Port  Clarence,  after  havmg  been  hemmed  in  with  it  for 
four  days. 

November  6th.  —  We  buried  the  body  of  our  late  shipmate,  John  Dadd,  close 
to  the  grave  of  the  surgeon  of  a  French  whale  ship,  Monsieur  Morin,  of  the 
"  Nancy,"  who  died  July  9,  1 85 1 . 

November  7. — The  boats  went  on  shore  for  snow,  Port  Clarence  being  still  clear 
of  ice. 

On  the  8th  and  9th,  communication  was  again  cut  ofl'  by  the  ice  coming  in  from 
NativcH.  seaward.    On  the  1 0th  we  were  visited  by  the  natives  with  their  dogs  and  sledges, 

and  after  this  we  walked  on  the  ice  as  on  the  land  ;  it  was  to-day  six  inches  thick. 

I  was  desirous  to  have  her  head  to  the  N.K.  and  thought  we  should  have  had  to 
cut  a  dock  for  lier,  as  she  remained  foi'  lour  days  with  her  head  E.S.E.  hennned 
in,  the  ice  not  suiliciently  strong  to  bear,  althougli  it  ke})t  her  head  in  that 
direction  with  a  canal-like  channel  astern  ;  ])ut  on  the  second  freezing  she  took 
up  the  position,  head  N.lv  wifliout  any  eflbrt  on  our  piu't,  and  so  remained 
tin'oiioliout,  llic  winter. 

On  Mic  I. Mil  November  the  culler  and  dingy  were  hauled  up  on  shore,  and 
l»;inf  (•()  up  with  snow.    Between  flic  l!)th  November  and  the  7th  December  the 
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weather  was  veiy  cold  and  severe, — 29°, — ^25°, — 21°,  or  61°,  57°,  and  35°  below 
the  freezing-  point. 

December  7. — Some  of  the  ship's  company  performed  Sheridan's  farce  of  Winter  Amusements 
St.  Patrick's  Day.    They  succeeded  admirably,  although  we  had  quite  forgotten 
any  dresses  for  the  ladies ;  the  rehearsals  and  preparation,  as  well  as  the  acting, 
gave  us  all  much  amusement  and  gratification. 

December  20. — The  tide  rose  four  feet  ab:>ve  its  usual  level,  it  did  not  appear 
to  affect  the  ship,  which  was  borne  up  by  the  ice  and  rose  with  it,  but  communi- 
cation with  the  shore  was  almost  cut  off ;  the  ice  broke  away  from  it,  and  was 
in  some  places  twenty  feet  separated ;  we  broke  a  sledge  in  trying  to  land,  and 
were  obliged  to  give  it  up. 

The  site  for  the  house  built  by  the  "  Plover"  in  1850  was  not  a  good  one,  it 
was  always  wet  and  very  inconvenient  for  communicating  with  from  Port 
Clarence ;  it  was  besides  altogether  ruinous.  I  have  therefore  selected  for  our 
house  the  dry  gravelly  soil  near  the  lagoon,  on  the  northern  spit  forming 
Grantley  harbour. 

The  provisions  remaining  in  the  Plover's  house  have  beeix  brought  off  and 
surveyed,  the  lime  juice  and  vinegar  were  hard  frozen,  and  their  strength  very 
much  evaporated;  the  lime  juice  on  being  melted  made  a  very  pleasant  drink,  a 
proof  how  much  its  virtue  had  gone.  The  vinegar,  except  two  or  three  gallons 
in  the  centre,  which  appeared  the  essence,  was  almost  entirely  useless.  The 
whole  cache  has  been  taken  on  charge,  and  will  be  replaced  in  the  spring,  with 
the  exception  of  pork  instead  of  beef,  which  is  certainly  a  better  meat  for  a  cold 
climate. 

Christmas  day  fell  on  Sunday,  and  on  the  Monday  a  very  fair  game  of 
cricket  was  played  on  the  lagoon,  11  of  a  side, ;  in  the  evening  a  masquerade 
took  place,  in  which  many  characters  were  admirably  sustained,  I  had  great 
difficulty  in  recognizing  many. 

On  the  Monday  following,  New  Year's  day,  the  same  sort  of  amusements 
again  took  place.  During  this  week  I  issued  our  last  potatoes,  which  I  had 
reserved  on  purpose. 

4.  I  had  heard  and  read  that  communication  was  maintained  by  m.eans  of 
dogs  and  sledges,  from  King-a-ghee  near  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  with  the 
Diomede  Islands  and  Asia,  and  as  I  thought  their  Lordships  would  be  desirous 
of  having  the  fact  ascertained,  I  determined  to  go  there  and  endeavour  to  cross 
Behring's  Strait,  when  I  might  have  found  out  whether  the  natives  near  East 
Cape  travel  any  distance,  or  whether  they  could  give  any  sort  of  information  as 
to  Sir  John  Franklin  or  those  sent  in  search  of  him. 

I  therefore  left  the  ship  on  the  9th  January,  1854,  accompanied  by  Mr.  Ste-  Comniaader  TroUope. 
venson,  master's  assistant,  and  Too-tar-shik,  a  native  guide ;  the  weather  Sledge  journey, 
promised  well  on  our  departure,  for  it  was  a  hard  dry  day;  but  on  the  10th, 
11th,  and  12th,  it  blew  so  fresh  from  the  S.E.  and  the  snow  drift  was  so  heavy, 
that  proceeding  was  impossible,  and  we  were  glad  to  gain  the  shelter  of  a  native 
hut ;  we  had  a  sledge  and  eight  dogs,  provisions  for  l6  days,  and  a  sledge  skin, 
as  it  is  called,  that  is,  five  or  six  deer  skins  sewn  together,  to  spread  over  flexible 
rods  or  poles,  so  as  to  make  a  tolerably  warm  sort  of  hut  for  sleeping  in  at  night. 
I  do  not  estimate  the  travelling  distance  at  more  than  65  or  70  miles,  but  the 
snow  was  very  heavy,  the  days  short,  and  our  dogs  not  particularly  good,  and 
round  Cape  York  and  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  the  ice  was  so  heavily  packed 
that  we  often  doubled  the  direct  distance.  We  fell  in  with  a  native,  his  wife,  and 
child  on  the  road :  they  had  only  two  dogs  to  their  sledge,  but  they  travel  so 
much  lighter  than  we  do,  that  they  made  better  work  of  it  by  far  than  we  did  : 
they  were  of  great  assistance,  for  our  native — guide  as  we  called  him — had  never 
been  in  this  part  before.  We  did  not,  however,  reach  King-a-ghee  until  the  18th 
January.  I  was  much  amused  with  the  eagerness  of  the  woman,  who  beckoned 
me  on  Avith  a  sort  of  anxious  pride,  to  be  the  first  to  show  me  the  place  while 
endeavouring  to  describe  all  its  glories  ;  it  is  a  sort  of  capital  in  these  parts,  and  Natives, 
has  four  dancing  houses  as  they  are  called,  which  are  large  and  comfortable 
tupucs,  18  or  20  feet  square,  lighted  and  warmed  with  seal  oil  lamps,  kept 
up  apparently  by  the  public,  and  used  not  only  for  dancing  at  night,  but  work- 
ing or  lounging  in  the  day  time.  I  have  seen  people  at  work,  repairing  two 
sledges,  which  had  been  handed  in  through  the  window  or  hole  in  the  roof. 
On  our  arrival,  the  whole  population  of  the  upper  village  turned  out  to  see  us  ; 
men,  women,  and  children,  I  daresa}^  150  or  200  in  number,  holloing,  shriek- 
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Commander  Troiiope.  mg,  and  tumbling  onc  over  one  another.  Altliough  we  were  only  two  in  numoer, 
aiedge  journey.  ^YiQy  did  not  attempt  to  pilfer,  in  fact,  they  assured  us  in  the  Ijeginning  that 
they  did  not  steal,  "  pcshak  tig-a-lig,"  wliether  they  were  equally  observant  of 
the  next  commandment,  I  do  not  know,  for  in  the  same  breath  tliey  warned  us 
not  to  go  to  their  neighbours,  for  that  they  were  "  an-ghe  rov-rak  tig-a-lig," 
great  thieves.  We  had  a  sort  of  introduction  to  one  of  the  principal  people 
from  Kaimoky,  a  man  well  known  to  us,  and  on  inquiring  for  him,  his  wife  come 
out,  and  very  civilly  invited  us  into  her  tupuc.  1  was  quite  pleased  with  the 
comfortable,  neat,  and  even  cleanly  appearance  of  the  interior,  lighted  up  and 
warmed  with  two  brilliant  seal  oil  lamps,  the  wicks  formed  of  dry  moss  placed 
in  a  row  at  the  edge  of  a  trough,  fed  by  a  piece  of  blubber  hanging  up,  so  as  to 
be  just  within  reach  of  the  flame,  but  the  odour  was  at  first  intolerable. 

On  ascending  the  conical  hill  which  distinguishes  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  it 
was  apparent  that  we  could  not  hope  to  reach  Asia  this  year,  for  we  could 
plainly  see  the  ice  slowly  drifting  to  the  northward,  and  in  fact  as  we  rounded 
the  Cape  the  open  water  was  visible  within  a  mile  and  a  half  or  two  miles  of  the 
shore ;  but  although  disappointed  in  this  object,  I  am  not  sorry  that  I  went,  as 
it  has  opened  a  communication  with  an  advanced  post,  and  if  any  one  visits 
Asia  these  people  do  ;  but  I  imagine  it  is  by  sea,  in  the  baidars,  of  which  we 
saw  five  or  six  very  fine  ones,  thirty-eight  and  forty  feet  long,  seven  broad.  I 
stayed  nearly  three  days,  as  I  had  arranged  that  Mr.  Henry  Gilpin,  clerk, 
accompanied  by  Edward  Hill,  ropemaker,  should  come  and  meet  me  with  a 
further  supply  of  provisions.  He  arrived  on  the  19th,  having  been  one  day 
less  on  the  journey — that  is,  travelling — and  had  not  been  detained  at  all  by 
snowdrift.  Our  mocassins  were  all  worn  out,  and  everything  we  had  on  was 
wet,  so  that  it  would  have  been  almost  impossible  to  have  returned  sooner,  and 
Natives.  I  was,  bcsides,  desirous  of  making  inquiries,  and  wished  to  raise  some  curiosity 

in  the  natives  as  to  our  object.  The  tupuc  (they  call  every  dwelling  place  a 
tupuc  ;  my  cabin  under  the  poop,  the  lower  deck,  or  a  skin  tent,  are  all  tupucs) 
in  which  we  were  received  was  the  abode  of  two  brothers,  very  fine  looking 
men,  who  each  had  two  wives,  and  two  children,  one  by  each  wife ;  the  hus- 
band going  to  bed  between  his  two  wives,  each  child  with  its  own  mother. 
As  we  slept  three  nights  there  we  beame  well  acquainted  with  their  domestic 
arrangements,  which  I  have  described  further  in  the  journal,  as  I  noted 
it  at  the  time. 

They  appeared  to  be  living  in  great  plenty  and  abundance.  A  delicious  small 
fish  caught  in  numberless  holes  dug  in  the  smooth  ice  on  the  north-east  side  of 
the  cape  with  hook  and  line,  and  rich  seal  soups  and  stews  form  their  chief,  and 
indeed,  as  far  as  we  saw,  their  only  food  ;  and  although  uncleanly,  they  are 
very  far  removed  from  being  degraded  :  on  the  contrary,  they  are  most  intelligent 
and  ingenious.  Their  clothes  are  uncommonly  well  made,  handsomely  and 
even  tastefully  ornamented ;  and  their  manner  to  us  showed  a  great  deal  of 
natural  civility  and  politeness  ;  but  the}^  certainly  do  stink  abominably, — never- 
theless I  lived  three  days  in  their  tupuc,  and  in  spite  of  the  odour  and  many 
things  that  went  against  our  habits,  was  most  grateful  for  the  shelter  and 
warmth  their  habitation  afforded ;  but  when  a  person  is  cold  and  wet,  with  no 
dry  clothes  to  put  on,  and  the  temperature — 30°  (some  40°  below  the  freezing 
point)  he  learns  to  be  thankful  for  many  things  he  never  valued  before,  and  to 
be  less  affected  by  minor  discomforts. 

I  do  not  think  they  comprehend  our  object  in  wintering  here,  their  ideas  are 
so  limited  and  thei)'  notions  so  entirely  confined  to  obtaining  food,  providing 
for  their  wants  during  the  winter,  and  bartering  for  tobacco,  knives,  needles.  Sec, 
and  a  few  articles,  such  as  rings,  beads,  bells,  and  so  forth,  that  they  cannot 
conceive  our  having  any  other  motive  than  bnrter — it  is  thrust  upon  us  on  all 
occasions — and  as  we  do  buy  many  things  such  as  sledges,  walrus  hides,  snow 
shoes,  skin  coats,  &c.,  they  are  in  a  measure  borne  out  in  thinking  so. 

January  21.^ — ^We  set  out  on  our  return  to  the  ship,  rewarding  our  hosts 
(husbands,  wives,  and  children),  I  tliink,  beyond  their  hopes — -beads,  tobacco, 
shirts,  and  knives,  and  thimbles  and  needles  were  liberally  given  them,  while  w 
endeavoured  to  exyilain  that  if  they  met  any  Nalloo  worg-a-niet  enoot,  that  is, 
stnuiger  men  in  want  or  distress,  and  relieved  them,  the  Anglieeroorak 
domaalik,  great  chief,  Vi(;toriii  woidd  amply  repay  them. 

AH, hough  M)elieve  I  he  nal.ives  h;iv(;  very  vague  and  inqKMlec^t  id(>;is  of  our 
ol)je(;t  in  l)eing  here,  still  i  think  they  camiot  but  be  impressed  with,  our  quiet 
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and  orderly  conduct,  and  also  with  our  power,  for  they  constantly  see  us  mus- 
tering at  quarters,  and  are  fully  aware  of  the  advantages  of  fire-arms  ;  in  this 
will  consist  the  chief  advantage  of  our  wintering  here,  convincing  them  hoAV 
able  and  willing  we  are  to  reward  those  who  assist  or  befriend  us ;  but,  beyond 
that,  this  position  is  far  too  remote  from  the  scene  of  action  to  hope  that  we 
can  be  of  any  direct  assistance  in  the  search  for  Sir  John  Franklin. 

As  I  have  sent  the  journal  I  kept  during  the  trip,  I  will  only  add  that  I  Mr.  Gilpin,  clerk, 
returned  on  board  about  5  p.m.  on  the  27th  January,  having  been  19  days 
absent.  Mr.  Gilpin,  I  regret  to  say,  was  severely  frost-bitten  in  the  face ;  and 
I  beg  leave  to  state  that  I  feel  greatly  indebted  to  him  for  his  conduct  and 
exertions  on  this  occasion,  as  well  as  on  all  others  more  immediately  connected 
with  his  dut}^ 

5.  As  Sir  John  Franklin's  original  rendezvous  with  Captain  Beechey  was 
appointed  at  Kotzebue  Sound,  I  thought  it  would  be  satisfactory  to  their  Lord- 
ships if  Kotzebue  Sound  was  visited,  and  the  depot  of  provisions  left  there  by 

H.M.S.  "Plover"  in  1850  examined.   I  therefore  sent  Mr.  W.  II.  Hobson  Mr. Hobson, mate. 

(mate),  accompanied  by  Henry  Toms,  A.B.,  and  William  Lee,  A.B.,  (pro-  ^i^^ge journey. 

visioned  for  38  days,  with  two  sledges  and  nine  dogs)  to  make  all  inquiries 

from  the  natives,  examine  the  depot,  and  leave  a  record  of  his  visit  with  any 

native,  or  at  the  "  Herald's  "  information-post  on  the  summit  of  Chamisso.  He 

started  on  the  9th  February  1854,  and  on  the  5th  March  I  received  a  note  from 

him  dated  1 9th  February,  stating  that  his  guide  had  deserted  him,  and  that  he 

had  been  obliged  to  offer  the  double-barrelled  gun  as  a  i-eward  before  he  could 

induce  another  to  take  his  place.    I  regretted  to  hear  that  this  extremely  high 

reward,  the  greatest  in  fact  we  have  to  offer,  had  been  promised ;  but,  under  the 

circumstances,  could  not  but  assent :  it  was  a  case  of  necessity,  as  proceeding 

without  one  in  such  a  countrj''  would  in  all  probabilit}^  have  hazarded  the  party, 

or,  at  all  events,  the  success  of  the  journey.    The  guide  who  deserted  him  was 

a  man  who  had  been  treated  with  great  kindness  in  the  "  Plover,"  and  had  been 

strongly  recommended  to  me  in  consequence.    It  fully  proved  what  I  had  long 

felt,  that  it  is  better  to  keep  the  natives  at  a  distance,  and  not  to  let  them 

become  too  intimate.    The  hangers  on  about  the  ship  generally  become,  if  they 

are  not  so  at  first,  worthless,  encroaching,  and  intrusive,  which  was  precisely  the 

case  with  this  man. 

February  14.  St.  Valentine. — The  ship's  company  performed  "  She  Stoops 
to  Conquer."  It  went  off  admirably ;  but  Thomas  Arnold,  marine,  as  Tony 
Lumpkin,  and  Edward  Carter,  captain  of  the  main  top,  as  Mr.  Hardcastle, 
would  have  done  credit  to  any  boards,  let  alone  the  Royal  Clarence  Theatre, 
as  the  starboard  side  of  the  galley  was  styled  by  our  manager.  I  believe  it 
afforded  great  amusement  to  all ;  the  mute  attention  and  wonder  of  some  who 
had  never  seen  a  play  before  was  in  itself  a  picture. 

6.  March  21. — As  Mr.  Hobson  had  not  returned,  and  the  time  for  which  he 

was  provisioned  had  expired,  I  sent  the  master,  Mr.  Bourchier,  accompanied  by  jMr.  Bom-chier. 
Edward  Hill,  ropemaker,  and  Henry  Reynolds,  sailmaker,  to  meet  him.  The  Pledge  journey, 
weather  had  been  very  severe  both  in  February  and  March,  — 35°,  ■ — ^40°  for  some 
days,  and  —  18°  for  weeks,  and  I  could  not  but  feel  anxious  on  their  account. 
Mr.  Bourchier  had  a  sledge  and  six  dogs,  with  provisions  for  21  days,  besides  an 
additional  quantity  for  eight  days  for  Mr.  Hobson.  I  was  gratified  by  their  all 
returning  on  the  27th  March  in  good  health.  Mr.  Bourchier  fell  in  with  Mr. 
Hobson  on  Friday  24th,  about  10  a.m.,  a  mile  or  two  beyoud  Kek-to-a-luk,  a 
tupuc  17  or  18  leagues  E.N.E.  from  Port  Clarence.  Mr.  Hobson  arrived  at 
Chamisso  on  Saturday  March  4,  and  left  it  on  the  6th  March,  having  found  the 
depot  apparently  untouched,  but  the  boat  in  fragments.  This,  however,  was 
known  before.  The  natives  shov/ed  some  curious  traits  of  superstition,  but 
altogether  were  not  unfriendly,  although  they  suffered  from  pilfering  occa- 
sionally. Being  well  supplied  with  the  means  of  barter,  they  iiad  abundance  of 
food — venison,  ptarmigan,  hares,  and  fish,  besides  a  deer  shot  by  the  guide  with 
the  gun  which  was  to  be  his  own.  He  served  them  well  and  faithfully,  and  was 
in  every  way  a  contrast  to  the  man  that  accompanied  them  from  the  ship. 

Mr.  Hobson  left  a  record  of  his  route,  with  a  notice  of  our  being  here  10  feet 
magnetic  north  from  the  "Herald's"  information-mark  on  the  summitof  Chamisso 
Island ;  but  heard  nothing  whatever  as  to  any  Europeans.  As  his  journal,  which 
I  enclose,  enters  into  all  particulars,  I  will  only  add  that  he  showed  both  energy 
and  perseverance  in  overcoming  no  ordinary  difficulties,  and  that  it  gives  me 
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much  pleasure  to  bear  tx'stirnon  y  to  liis  merits,  as  well  as  U)  those  of  Henry  Tomg , 
and  William  Dee,  of  whom  be  speaks  most  highly. 

7.  In  January  and  Fel)ruary,  during  tbe  heavy  snow  drifts,  a  bank,  eight  feet 
high,  formed,  leaving  a  trench  15  feet  wide  between  it  and  the  side,  'i 'he  weight 
of  the  ship  caused  an  eddy  wind,  which  prevented  it  coming  nearer.  JJr. 
Sutherland  relates  in  Captain  Penny's  voyage  that  the  dogs  Avere  able  to  race, 
over  the  tilt  cloth,  the  "  Lady  Franklin "  and  the  "Sophia"  being  so  much 
smaller.  The  post  on  wbieh  the  thermometer  was  phiced  was  at  first  too  high, 
and  we  had  a  box  on  which  to  stand  to  read  off.  It  gradually  got  too  low,  and 
in  March  it  was  buried  altogether,  the  top  being  two  or  three  feet  below  the 
snow;  it  is  now,  as  I  am  writing  (May  10),  begirming  to  appear  again.  A 
bowling  alley  also,  that  we  formed  with  snow  walls  five  or  six  feet  high,  entirely 
disappeared  in  the  drift.  On  shore,  the  place  could  not  be  recognised.  Five 
or  six  stacks  of  wood,  12  feet  cubes,  were  level  with  the  surface.  We  did  not 
strike  lower  yards  and  topmasts,  but  kept  topsails,  courses,-  and  jib  bent.  The 
top  gallant  masts,  spare  jib  boom,  driver  boom,  bentinck  boom,  stud  and  sail 
booms,  &c.,  and  small  rough  spars,  were  used  for  housing  in  ;  the  top  gallant 
rigging  below  in  the  hold.  A  great  proportion  of  our  salt  provisions  ^vere 
on  shore,  as  the  main  hold  required  to  be  clear,  on  account  of  the  Sylvester 
stove. 

Shooting  parties.  8.  We  havc  been  in  the  habit  of  sending  out  shooting  parties  every  daj,  and  if 

we  did  not  bring  much  game,  both  health  and  spirits  came  from  these  excur- 
sions ;  but  at  various  times,  between  December  and  May,  we  have  been  indebted 
to  Mr.  Bourchier,  Mr.  Spark,  Mr.  Hobson,  Mr.  Newman,  and  Samuel  Drowley 
(blacksmith),  for  12  deer,  giving  about  1,300  pounds  of  venison.  I  have  also 
heen  in  the  habit  of  lending  guns  to  two  or  three  of  the  natives,  with  the 
understanding  that,  if  they  shot  two  deer,  they  were  to  bring  one  to  the  ship. 
In  this  way  we  procured  about  500  pounds  more.  The  venison  was  served  out 
in  lieu  of  salt  meat,  and  on  Christmas-day  and  New  Year's-day  as  an  extra. 
We  have  also  had  durmg  the  winter  and  spring,  I  may  safely  say,  nearly  a 
thousand  ptarmigan  brought  to  the  ship,  which  I  permitted  the  people  to  barter 
for,  as  they  only  came  by  twenties  and  thirties  at  a  time.  The  people  went  to 
the  sledge  instead  of  the  bum  boat,  the  only  difference  being  that  beads,  but- 
tons, tobacco,  and  shirts  was  the  means  of  exchange.  These  ptarmigan  are 
exceedingly  good  and  extraordinarily  abundant :  the  natives  take  them  in  nets, 
which  they  spread  before  them  about  two  feet  from  the  ground,  and  then  en- 
circle from  behind,  gradually  driving  them  forward,  and  as  they  run  along  the 
ground  they  fall  into  the  snare.  We  also  procured  some  fish,  but  not  in  any 
great  quantit}^  But  the  ship's  provisions  have  been  so  excellent,  that  these 
additions,  acceptable  and  beneficial  as  they  no  doubt  have  been,  Avere  hardly 

Hogarth's  preserved  required.  Mr.  Hogarth  deserves  our  best  thanks  for  his  preserved  meats  ;  the 
vegetables,  the  cranberries,  and  the  pickles  are  excellent,  but  the  two  last 
diminish  in  quantity,  although  not  in  quality.  Every  cask  is  found  about  one 
fifth  less  than  its  stated  contents.  The  carrots  and  parsnips  are  as  good  and 
well  flavoured  as  when  taken  out  of  the  ground.  The  mustard  and  raisins  have 
both  deteriorated  ;  both  ought  certainly  to  be  packed  in  tin.  The  raisins  were 
originally  a  very  good  fruit,  but  they  have  now  been  18  months  in  the  ship,  and 
have  had  a  doubU^  voyage  through  i:he  tropics.    I  think  if  they  had  been  packed 

Edward's  potatoes.  in  tin  they  would  still  be  good.  "  Edward's  "  preserved  potatoes  have  been  most 
valuable  to  us,  particularly  on  our  travelling  excursions ;  they  are  so  easily 
cooked,  and  make  such  an  excellent  addition  to  the  pcmmican.  The  French 
dried  potatoe  and  dried  carrot  iU'c  also  very  good,  but  they  require  more  cooking. 
The  French  carrots  and  apples  which  gained  the  prize  at  the  Exhibition  have 
tlu^  advantage  of  being  very  compact  and  portable ;  the  latter  have  been  much 
valued  I'or  the  sick. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  the  scale  of  victualling  that  has  been  adopted,  and  the 
reasons  \  hav(;  had  for  (h^viating  from  the  cstal)lished  scale,  which  will,  I  hope, 
meet  their  J^ordships'  approval. 
" Owen" pinnace,  <).  A)))!!  7  and  8. — Wc  brought  the  "Owen"  over.  "Owen"  was  the  name 
( 'iij)t;iin  Keilett  gave  to  the  "Herald's"  decked  pinnace.  She  had  been  left 
near  the  Plover's  house,  nnd  we  now  l)rought  her  to  lliespit,  where  we  are  build- 
ing. Shere(|uireH  a  good  deal  of  rcpnir,  but  slu'  is  coppered;  is  larger  than  om- 
|)iiniace,  and  altogether  bet-lx-r  adapted  for  connnuiiical  ing  with  ollu>r  places  than 
any  Ixiut  we  have.    When  the  house  is  finished,  I  iiilejid  to  get  Iter  put  to  rights, 
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and  leave  her  for  the  use  of  any  party  that  may  take  refuge  here,  in  compliance 
■\vith  that  part  of  then-  Lordships'  orders. 

10.  April  17. — We  began  to  make  it  summer  by  partly  removing  the  housing.  Appvoaeh  of  summer 
The  weather  Avas    beautiful — the  snow    beginning  to  disappear   from  the 

hills.  Some  of  the  men  suffered  from  snow  blindness,  but  the  cases  were  not 
severe  or  of  long  continuance.  The  snow  on  the  ice  still  continued  hard  and 
binding,  making  admirable  roads.  The  spare  rudder,  topmasts,  spars,  and 
boats  were  brought  off  from  the  shore.  The  carpenters  commenced  caulking 
the  upper  deck  and  repairing  the  boats  on  the  ice.  The  gig  had  been  raised 
and  repaired  on  board  buring  the  winter. 

May  1. — The  housing  was  removed  altogether,  the  spare  rudder  hoisted  in, 
Sylvester  stove  discontinued,  main  hold  stowed,  sails  unbent  (not  in  the  least 
damaged  by  having  been  frozen  on  the  yards  all  the  winter),  and  we  conmienced 
refitting  and  caulking  the  ship  outside.  Water  now  began  to  form  round  the 
ship,  although  she  was  still  hard  and  fast,  upborne  by  the  ice,  but  she  lay  as  it 
were  in  a  pond,  two  or  three  feet  deep,  15  or  16  feet  broad  all  round,  which  was 
the  trench  I  have  before  described.  The  bank  of  snow  began  to  disappear ; 
the  snow  round  the  dirt-heap  began  to  melt  and  form  in  great  pools  of  water ; 
and  at  some  little  distance  from  the  ship,  where  the  snow  was  not  so  thick,  the 
ice  began  to  show  out  again.  Every  day  we  could  see  more  of  the  land  from 
the  snow  melting.  The  channel  into  Grantley  Harbour  was  open  and  covered 
with  flocks  of  wild  fowl  and  gull.  The  blacksmith  worked  with  his  forge  on 
the  ice,  and  the  boats  were  painted  there. 

1 1 .  May  was  a  gloomy  month ;  frequent  snow  showers  and  sleet ;  although 
the  thermometer  did  not  fall  below  24°.  The  first  rain  came  on  the  13th  May. 
The  ice  began  to  get  dangerous,  and  several  accidents  occurred,  not  altogether 
without  risk,  as  the  tide  or  freshes  from  Grantley  Harbour  generally  ran 
strong,  sometimes  as  much  as  two  and  a  half  knots  an  hour. 

May  22. — We  began  to  cut  out ;  but  before  we  had  half  finished  the  task  Cutting  out. 
the  ship  detached  herself  from  the  ice  and  was  once  more  afloat.    We  found 
she  had  been  upborne  by  the  ice  ;  for,  on  being  released,  she  went  down  in  the 
water  five  inches  forward  and  nine  inches  abaft. 

12.  May  29- — A  party  under  Mr.  Oliver,  the  carpenter,  landed  to  go  on 
with  the  house.  We  had  to  dig  the  workshop  and  sawpit  out,  as  there  was 
still  six  or  eight  feet  of  snow  in  it,  and  on  many  parts  of  the  spit ;  but  its 
disappearance  began  now  to  be  rapid.  In  landing  the  provisions  for  the  party, 
we  had  a  very  narrow  escape,  from  the  ice  breaking  through ;  as  it  was,  we  damaged 
some  biscuit  and  flour,  and  lost  some  preserved  meats.  There  were  several  natives 
round  the  ship  at  the  time,  and  when  they  observed  our  mishap  they  started 
for  the  shore  with  the  utmost  haste,  without  offering  to  aid  us,  although  when 
they  arrived  in  safety  they  showed  some  anxiety  for  ours.  After  this,  we  did 
not  communicate  over  the  ice,  although  the  natives  for  some  days  afterwards 
continued  to  make  wide  circuits  outside  the  ship,  between  it  and  Point  Spencer, 
where  the  ice  still  continued  firm. 

June  1. — We  were  fairly  released  from  the  ice  ;  that  is,  there  was  open  water  open  water, 
in  all  directions  round  the  ship,  although  heavy  floes  still  drifted  about  us.  A 
double  cayeck  came  off  with  three  natives.  By  a  present  of  tobacco  and  biscuit, 
I  got  them  first  to  take  the  caulker's  hammock  on  shore,  and  then  to  take  the 
man  himself,  to  go  on  with  the  house.  Both  landed  dry  and  easily.  This  was 
our  first  communication  by  water  this  year.  On  the  following  day  we  landed 
in  the  cutter.  The  ice  vv^ent  away  almost  as  easily  as  it  came,  occasionally 
coming  across  the  bows  and  jerking  the  ship,  but  not  violently.  At  other  times, 
as  the  tide  was  strong,  we  were  able  to  give  her  a  sheer  with  the  helm,  so  as  to 
let  the  pieces  pass  on  the  one  side  or  the  other.*  The  ice,  on  breaking  up,  was 
3  feet  9  inches  thick.  During  May  the  natives  brought  quantities  of  a  species 
of  flounder  to  the  ship.  Wild  onions  also  were  found  in  abundance  on  the  spit. 
Plover,  snipe,  duck,  geese,  a  crane,  a  swan,  and  now  and  then  a  ptarmigan, 
which  had  completely  changed  their  feathers,  were  brought  on  board  by  the 
sportsmen.  We  had  a  visit  from  the  people  who  received  us  so  kindly  at 
King-a-ghee.  Ar-naark-looke  told  me,  without  being  asked,  that  a  three- 
masted  ship  or  vessel  had  passed  the  straits  about  the  20th  or  22nd  May. 


*  Water  melted  from  tlie  underneath  part  of  this  ice  was  perfectly  fresh  and  good. 
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Natives. 


Arrival  of  Her 
Majesty's  Ship 
"  Trincomalee." 


It  may  have  been  some  whaler.  He  had  not  communicated  with  her ;  and,  at  this 
early  period,  I  almost  doubt  its  truth,  althougli  I  cannot  imagine  any  possible 
motive  he  could  have  lor  deceiving  us. 

13.  We  are  on  the  best  y)ossil)le  terms  with  the  natives;  they  are  friendly 
and  most  inoffensive.  They  appear  amial)le,  l)ut  we  have  everything  to  give 
and  do  not  require  much  from  them  in  return.  "^I'hey  are  always  asking  for 
somethhig  to  eat— more  as  children  sometimes  do  than  fonn  absolute  want,  1  be- 
lieve, although  at  times,  like  all  improvident  people,  they  are  pinched  ;  but  food 
is  abundant.  Deer,  ptarnn'gan,  wild  fowl,  fish,  seal,  are  all  to  be  procured,  if 
people  will  only  take  the  troui)lc  to  do  so.  They  move  about,  both  in  winter 
and  summer,  with  the  utmost  independence ;  and  it  is  interesting  to  observe 
how  speedily  they  make  themselves  at  home,  and  collect  all  their  comforts  and 
necessaries  about  them. 

June  18.  The  ice  has  apparently  entirely  left  Port  Clarence. 

June  21.  The  pinnace  went  to  Point  Spencer  to  bury  information  at  the 
station  there,  and  also  to  examine  the  wood  on  Point  Jackson,  as  I  find  we  have 
not  enough  to  go  on  with  the  house. 

14.  June  25 — H.M.S.  "  Ti'incomalee"  arrived  in  27  days  from  Honolulu, 
by  which  I  received  their  Lordships'  orders  for  the  ensuing  year.  In  pursuance 
thereof  I  propose,  with  Captain  Houstoun's  permission,  to  sail  on  the  1.5th  July, 
and  skirt  the  ice  between  Asia  and  America,  so  as  to  be  off  Icy  Cape,  Wain- 
wright  Inlet,  or  Point  Franklin,  about  the  .30th  July  or  the  1st  August,  and 
endeavour  to  fall  in  with  the  "  Plover,"  or  communicate  with  her  at  Point 
Barrow. 

15.  The  only  vessel  we  have  seen  is  the  "  Phiel,"  a  schooner  of  93  tons, 
belonging  to  Honolulu.  She  is  trading  for  skins,  whalebone,  and  tusks ;  was 
off  St.  Lawrence  Island  on  the  1st  June,  and  on  the  following  day  off  Point 
Rodney,  but  the  closely  packed  ice  prevented  her  farther  progress  ;  ran  back  to 
St.  Lawrence  Island,  coasted  all  round  it,  stood  over  to  Cape  Tchapline,  and 
arrived  here  on  the  26th  June.  She  had  collected  4000  lbs.  tusks,  3000  lbs.  of 
whalebone,  and  200  or  300  skins — marten,  sable,  and  others. 

16.  June  30. — Captain  Houstoun  has  replaced  the  officers  and  men  who 
were  considered  by  the  surgeons  unfit  to  remain  in  this  climate,  besides  having 
brought  up  most  bountiful  supplies  of  fresh  beef,  pigs,  vegetables,  and  all  other 
stores  that  we  can  require,  which  however  will  not  be  transferred  until  our 
return  from  the  northward  with  the  "  Plover,"  when  we  shall  ascertain  wdiat 
Commander  Maguire  may  require,  and  supply  both  vessels  at  the  same  time. 

I  enclose  a  state  and  condition  of  this  ship. 

And  have,  &c., 

Henry  Trollope  (Commander). 

To  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
London. 


Enclosure  1  in  Commander  Trollope's  Letter  to  the  Secretary 

OF  THE  Admiralty. 

Journal  kept  ]5Y  Commander  Hi;nry  Trollope,  during  a  Trip  from  H.M. 
Sloop  Rattlesnake  in  Port  Clarence  to  King-a-Ghee,  a  Village  four 
or  Five  Miles  round  Cape  Prince  of  Wales.  January  9,  1854 — 
January  27,  b^54. 

Monday,  January  9- 

sied(?e  .ToMrticy  round  At  1  J'.M.  I  Icft  tlic  sliip  with  a  hcavily  hulcu  slcdgc,  8  dogs,  and  Tootashik, 
Cai.e]'rinceoi  w.ies.  ,^  ^^^^^  ^^^^^^^^^      ^^^^  generally  living  at  Tok-sook  or  Tup-kukt  a-tany. 

Mr.  C.  W.  Stevenson,  masters  assistant,  was  tlie  only  person  who  accompanied 
me  from  the  shi[),  as  I  stiU'tcd  with  the  hope  of  being  able  to  reach  Asia  by  way 
Ikmaak-litt  or  llal.nianoir,  the  largest  of  the  Diomede  Islands  ;  the  natives  do 
not  know  the  islands  by  other  names  than  Ikmaak-litt  and  Ignalitke.  We  had 
l()  days  provisions,  and  I  arranged  that  Mr.  (lilpin  should  follow  us  on  the  1-lth 
with  an  jKhlitioiud  supply,  iu  tiic  event  of  our  being  detained  longer  than  we 
expected,  lie  went  willi  UM  a,s  far  as  Siii-na-ra-nnite,  ilie  native  vilhige,  about 
lour  or  five  miles  dlstiiiil,.  As  we  st!u1(>d  so  late  we  made  this  our  first  stage  for 
I  he  night,  uud  we  did  not  iu-riv(;  until  idler  dark.  'J'lie  whole  population,  about 
50  or  (iO,  tinned  oul-  to  receive  us,  nnd  allowed  us  to  go  into  the  Poa-llalley- 


(   869  ) 


tupuc,  that  is,  the  dancing-house,  where  we  laid  down  our  buffalo  robes  and  '"^ledge  Journey  round 

fearnought  sleeping  bags  for  the  night.    These  dancing-houses,  as  they  are  ^"p^  ^'''"^e  ofWaies. 

termed,  are  peculiar  features  in  the  domestic  arrangements  of  these  people ;  they 

are  not  by  any  means  applied  to  dancing  only,  but  are  made  generally  useful  as 

Avorkshops  and  lounging  places  throughout  the  day  ;  we  found  two  sledges  in  it 

at  this  time ;  the  entrance  is  through  a  burrow-like  hole,  through  which  we  are 

obhged  to  go  on  our  hands  and  knees,  and  then  to  rise  up  through  a  large  hole 

in  the  floor.    It  is  also  occasionally  made  use  of  as  a  sweating-room ;  they 

remove  the  boards  and  light  a  fire  in  the  middle,  when  they  strip  and  sit  over 

it  as  long  a?  they  can  bear  it,  sweating,  rubbing  and  scratching  themselves  for 

hours  together;  it  is  not  by  any  means  an  agreeable  process  to  witness, 

although  doubtless  very  beneficial  to  them,  for  they  are  a  dreadfully  dirty 

people,  and  this  village  is,  I  think,  as  miserable  and  poor  as  any  I  have  seen. 

We  had  a  very  animated  dance  at  night  in  honour  of  our  arrival,  great  action 

with  both  arms  and  legs,  but  little  grace  exhibited  ;  as  they  get  animated  and 

excited  they  accompany  the  dance  with  a  monotonous  kind  of  chaunt,  yah 

yah !  yah  yah !  yah  yah,  yaw  !  yah  yah !  yaw  yaw,  yah !  something  like 

the  negroes  carrying  burdens  at  Rio  Janeiro,  only  not  so  loud.    After  some 

time  they  get  very  warm,  and  invariably  slip  their  skin  frocks  or  coats  ofJ"  and 

dance  in  their  breeches,  which  just  come  up  round  the  hips  ;  they  appeared 

to  enjoy  themselves  very  much,  and  did  not  attempt  to  steal  anything,  although 

all  our  things  were  more  or  less  much  exposed ;  they  assured  us  they  would 

not  when  we  first  arrived. 

They  were  much  annoyed  at  not  receiving  a  present,  but  I  had  arranged  for 
Mr.  Gilpin  to  make  it  when  he  came  to  meet  me.,  I  was  sorry  when  I  heard  it, 
but  Mr.  Gilpin  made  it  up  to  them  on  his  way  to  join  me. 

Tuesday,  January  10. — An  unpromising  day  :  from  the  dogs  not  having  been 
properly  fastened  up  they  had  gone  back  to  the  ship,  and  we  were  obliged  to 
send  for  them  ;  this  delayed  us  until  it  was  too  late,  and  then  it  came  on  to 
blow  so  fresh  from  south-east,  with  a  heavy  snowdrift,  that  we  could  not  stir 
outside  the  tupuc.  I  never  understood  what  a  snowdrift  really  was  before,  and 
how  perfectly  helpless  a  man  becomes  if  exposed  to  it. 

The  two  following  days  were  nearly  as  bad,  and  here  we  were  within  five 
miles  of  the  ship  in  a  native  tupuc,  hardly  able  to  stir  outside  the  place, 
thankful  for  the  miserable  shelter  it  aflfbrded  us  ;  the  last  day  we  witnessed  the 
sweating-bath,  and  a  most  disagreeable  sight  it  was  ;  they  are  certainly  terribly 
dirty,  I  never  thought  I  could  have  endured  close  contact  with  such  filth  before. 
One  boy  was  abominably  strong  in  odour,  and  he  took  a  great  fancy  to  us,  and 
not  only  stayed  with  us  all  day,  but  would  persist  in  nestling  up  to  us  at  night, 
sleeping  in  the  dancing-house,  when  all  the  others  went  away.  While  remaining 
in  this  village,  the  smell  from  one  of  the  tupucs  was  so  offensive,  that,  without 
exaggeration,  I  w^as  afraid  to  pass  to  leeward  of  it;  the  first  time  I  did  so  it  was 
almost  too  much.  God  help  them !  the  climate  is  much  excuse  for  them,  and 
I  fear  we  should  be  nearly  as  bad  in  like  circumstances  with  the  few  means  and 
appliances  they  have  ;  as  it  is,  I  have  certainly  read  of  (and  even  seen)  people 
living  even  in  greater  filth  and  wretchedness  in  London  and  Paris  than  these 
poor  people  do. 

Friday,  January  13. — Before  daylight,  although  it  was  nearly  9  o'clock,  we 
started  on  our  road;  I  could  not  have  endured  another  day,  although  the 
weather  was  very  bad,  but  what  with  the  boy  close  to  us,  and  the  dogs  under- 
neath us  almost  as  near  and  hardly  separated  by  the  miserable  boarding  of  the 
floor,  the  smells  and  stinks  during  the  night  were  something  uncommon,  and  urged 
us  on  our  road.  On  looking  more  closely  at  our  team,  I  find  one  of  our  dogs  is 
only  a  pup  belonging  to  the  guide,  requiring  to  be  fed  but  not  able  to  draw  much. 
A  native  sledge  accompanied  us,  with  a  man,  his  wife,  and  child,  a  little  girl 
six  or  seven  years  old ;  they  had  only  two  dogs,  but  they  kept  ahead  of  us 
always;  b^t  their  sledge  was  very  hght  compared  to  ours.  We  had  14  days 
provisions,  candles,  lantern,  cooking  utensils,  spirits  of  wine,  spade,  hatchets, 
tobacco  for  bartering  and  presents,  and  all  sorts  of  comforts,  while  they  had 
nothing  but  a  skin  or  two  for  sleeping  under  at  night,  a  few  wooden  utensils  for 
cooking  in,  very  light  and  few  in  number,  and  the  child,  who  also  got  out  and 
walked  when  the  road  was  unusually  heavy.  The  day  was  so  thick  that  we 
could  hardly  see  100  yards  around,  sleeting  and  snowing,  thawing  as  it  fell,  for 
the  thermometer  was  only  +  24°.    When  we  got  beyond  Point  Jackson  the  ice 
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oiedge  Journey  round  bccamc  veiy  tiummocky,  10  or  14  feet  high.  Within  Port  (Jlarcnce  it  whh  per- 
'^'P^^''!^''*'  ^'^'^MectJy  smooth. 

It  was  aftc)'  (lark  when  we  stopped  for  the  night,  having  got  as  far  as  the 
end  of  the  lagoon  that  skirts  tlie  riortli  sliore  oi'  Port  Clarence;  the  wate* 
of  the  stream  near  it  was  flo^ving,  and  partially  fresh.  I'henatrve  woman  got  up 
a  fire  in  no  time  with  a  little  charcoal,  which  they  never  travel  without,  and 
their  own  strike-a-light,  a  thing  we  rarely  meet  now-a-days,  lucifers  having  put 
them  out  of  vogue,  but  they  are  most  useful,  and  sometimes  indispensable  as  a 
stand-by ;  the  man  got  the  skin  tent  ready ;  the  child  sung  and  laughed,  and  as 
she  was  a  good  humoured  little  thing,  she  did  good  in  her  way  by  cheering  us 
all  up.  We  unpacked  our  sledge,  and  commenced  rigging  the  tupuc*  or  hut — 
these  tupucs  are  made  with  flexible  rods  or  poles,  stuck  into  the  ground  and 
secured  at  the  top  so  as  to  form  an  oval  about  seven  feet  by  six,  over  these  is 
thrown  the  sledge  skin,  as  it  is  termed,  that  is,  five  or  six  deerskins  sewn 
together,  the  fur  is  inside  and  the  skin  out.  This  forms  a  tolerably  warm  protec- 
tion against  the  cold ;  it  is  but  small  for  three  people,  particularly  when  a  lantern 
comes  to  be  hung  in  the  middle,  and  some  of  the  provisions,  &c.  which  cannot 
be  safely  left  outside  are  handed  in;  but  it  is  a  shelter,  and  at  the  end  of  the  day 
we  are  prepared  to  welcome  it.  So  here,  in  the  desolate  shores  of  Behring 
Straits,  were  two  families  located  with  many  comforts  and  all  the  necessaries 
of  life  aroimd  them  ;  the  first  thing  is  to  select  a  good  site  for  the  tupuc,  the 
next  thing  to  clear  away  the  snow  for  a  foot  or  more  outside  the  intended  size 
of  the  hut,  so  that  the  poles  can  be  placed  in  the  ground  and  the  snow  piled  up 
round  the  sledge  skin  when  it  is  thrown  over,  to  keep  the  wind  from  blowing 
underneath ;  one  generally  in  the  meantime  undertakes  the  fire,  collects  wood, 
and  puts  some  snow  in  the  kettle  to  melt,  taking  care  not  to  put  it  on  too  fierce 
a  fire  at  first,  or  until  there  is  a  little  water  melted,  for  fear  of  burning  it,  a 
most  serious  misfortune,  which  one  of  our  parties  experienced  to  their  great 
discomfort.  We  found  abundance  of  driftwood  here,  a  great  thing  for  the  fire  ; 
we  had  some  preserved  meat,  hot  tea,  biscuit,  and  grog ;  and  although  the  sleet 
had  wet  everything  we  passed  a  very  comfortable  night.  These  skin  dresses 
^vhich  we  had  on  are  very  effectual  in  keeping  out  the  cold,  more  so  than  almost 
any  amount  of  woollen  clothing ;  but  they,  like  the  people,  stink  abominably. 
We  were  travelling  to-day  about  eight  hours,  estimated  distance  12  miles. 

Saturday,  January  14. — Temperature  +  25°.  Up  at  7  o'clock,  an  hour  and 
a  half  before  daylight ;  packed  up  and  prepared  for  starting,  but  did  not  do  so 
after  all  until  near  11,  on  account  of  a  heavy  snow  drift.  Found  the  ice 
very  heavy  travelling.  At  times  great  care  requisite  ere  we  could  move  the 
sledge  down  between  the  hummocks.  Ice  much  more  heavily  packed  after 
leaving  the  sandy  flat  between  Point  Jackson  and  the  rugged  clifls  forming  Cape 
York.  Getting  dark  ere  we  could  find  a  place  with  drift  wood.  Mr.  Stevenson 
told  me  the  natives  had  pointed  out  a  gull,  but  I  rather  doubt  it  myself  at  this 
season  ;  I  neither  saw  it  or  heard  it,  although  I  did  hear  some  ravens,  the 
only  living  thing  we  met  on  the  road,  Avhich  is  most  desolate,  the  aspect  of  the 
country  chills  the  spirit  almost  as  much  as  the  cold  does  the  hody.  We  did  not 
accomplish  more  than  six  miles  to-day,  having  started  so  late.  The  pleasure 
,  not  of  pitching  the  tupuc,  but  of  getting  it  pitched,  is  great.  The  first  blaze 
of  the  fire  is  cheering  beyond  measure,  and  hanging  the  light  up  in  the  tent, 
and  passing  a  dish  of  hot  pemmican  fried  with  Edward's  preserved  potatoe  into 
it,  after  having  arranged  i:he  buffalo  skins,  is  a  well-earned  pleasure.  I  do  not 
think  a  gill  of  rum,  of  the  usual  strength,  too  much  on  these  excursions  ;  some- 
thing in  the  middle  of  the  day  is  almost  necessary,  and  it  is  not  always  conve- 
nient oi-  possible  to  stop  to  make  tea,  and  at  night  one  feels  very  glad  of  a  glass 
of  grog.  I  only  had  tlie  half  gill  and  a  bottle  of  brandy,  and  had  not  taken 
any  for  the  guide,  but  we  soon  found  that  we  could  hardly  take  it  ourselves 
and  not  give  him  a  taste,  particndarly  in  the  middle  of  the  day,  as  he  worked 
hard  at  the  sledge;  one  thing  to  be  considered  is,  that  as  he  had  never  been 
accustomed  to  it  it  was  not  so  necessary  to  him. 

Svuiday,  January  15. — II.  I<i|)i|)han3^  Read  the  Pi'ayers  and  Psalms.  Teni- 
pcraiin-e     -  25".    Started  about  <)  a.m.     New  moon,  but  no  change  in  the 
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weather,  frequent  snow  showers,  very  heavy  travelling  on  the  sea  ice,  sinking  siedgejoumey  round 
deeper  than  the  ancles  with  the  snow-shoes  on,  and  up  to  the  knees  without  ^^^'^  ^rmce  ot  Waies. 
them.  The  steep  clitfs  come  down  to  the  sea  with  apparently  no  beach  what- 
ever, and  consequently  not  a  particle  of  drift-wood.  The  ice  packed  very 
heavily  in  some  parts.  The  cliffs  in  the  rocks  are  for  three  or  four  miles  inacces- 
sible ;  at  last  we  came  to  a  ravine  or  small  valley,  in  which  we  thought  was  a 
tupuc,  but  we  where  mistaken;  neither  was  there  any  wood  for  a  fire,  we  there- 
fore went  on,  and,  guided  by  the  native,  came  to'  a  tupuc  which  we  were  told 
existed  about  this  part ;  it  w^as  not  inhabited,  and  appears  to  have  been  built  on 
purpose  for  wayfarers,  as  there  appears  a  constant  communication  between  Sin- 
naramute  and  King-a-ghee.  It  w^as  not  very  dirty,  and  we  found  some  wood  The 
native  family  took  one  side,  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  myself,  and  our  native  took  the 
other.  The  fire  was  made  in  the  tupuc,  which  nearly  smoked  us  out.  Altogether, 
I  would  rather  have  had  our  skin  tent  with  the  fire  outside.  W e  were  very  late 
in  getting  in  to-night,  being  nearly  8  when  we  got  the  water  boiled  and  tea 
made.  We  took  pork  with  us,  boiled  on  board,  so  that  it  was  ready  at  once, 
and  1  think  every  body  relished  it  more  than  the  cold  preserved  meat,  although 
the  latter  was  very  good  fried  w^ith  pemmican. 

Monday,  January  l6. — Temperature  +  2°.  Yesterday  we  estimated  the  dis- 
tance at  nine  m.iles.  At  8.30  a.m.  left  the  tupuc  and  descended  the  valley 
which  we  had  not  seen  on  the  previous  night :  it  has  frowning  clifi^s  and  is  very 
narrow  and  ravine-hke.  Our  last  night's  shelter  is  on  the  right  hand,  looking 
north-east,  the  direction  in  which  it  trends  ;  there  is  little  to  point  out  its  situation, 
and,  unless  it  was  well-known,  would  in  all  probabilty  be  missed,  as  in  fact  the 
snow  now  all  but  covers  it. 

Our  road  lay  again  along  the  sea  ice.  which  was  very  rugged  immediately 
outside,  but  smooth  where  w^e  travelled  close  to  the  rocks.  Whether  we  were 
on  a  beach  or  not  I  could  hardly  say,  I  think  not.  The  natives  still  in  company 
with  us,  mostly  a-head  of  us ;  but,  as  I  said,  they  have  so  much  fewer  wants ;  n 
on  the  other  hand,  they  were  always  glad  to  come  and  have  some  of  our  supper, 
and  the  child  came  in  regularly  for  some  biscuit. 

To-day  we  saw  the  sun  for  the  first  time  for  a  month  or  five  weeks, .  bat  it 
came  on  to  blow  very  fresh,  and  the  cold  was  severe  (thermometer  +  2°)o 
Dogs  making  very  good  work  of  it,  although  the  travelling  was  heavy.  Snow- 
shoes  indispensible.  A  water  sky  showed  to  the  south-west,  but  the  weather 
was  too  thick  to  speak  decidedly.  After  a  walk  of  five  miles,  came  to  the  flat 
beach  off  Cape  York.  Dogs  going  very  well.  Stopped  for  a  quarter  of  an  hour 
at  three  tupucs  called  King-a-wic  or  King-how-common,  immediately  under  a 
conical  hill,  with  a  broad  valley  to  the  westward.  Through  this  valley  a  con- 
siderable river  runs,  which  most  probably  unites  with  a  stream  from  Schismareff 
Inlet,  thus  forming  the  promontory  of  Cape  of  Wales  into  an  island.  The 
mountain  appears  detached  altogether  from  the  range  to  the  eastward,  but,  seen 
from  seaward,  they  make  very  much  in  the  same  range.  These  tupucs  form  a 
sort  of  outlying  station  for  the  Sinnaramute  people :  they  come  here  to  catch 
sea,ls,  and  also  to  get  fish  through  holes  in  the  ice.  We  understood  that 
when  the  wind  comes  fresh  from  the  north-east,  to  which  the  open  valley  behind 
entirely  exposes  them,  they  go  to  the  tupuc  we  slept  in  last  night  for  greater 
shelter. 

We  saw  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  indistinctly,  for  the  weather  still  continued 
very  thick ;  the  sunshine  was  but  a  passing  gleam. 

The  ice  was  very  rugged,  but,  although  the  sledge  was  on  its  broadside  more 
than  once,  we  righted  it  again  without  causing  much  delay.  They  are  packed  and 
secured  with  reference  to  these  casualties.  After  going  about  two  miles  on  this 
rugged  ice,  we  turned  on  to  the  cliffs  and  had  comparatively  smooth  ground 
to  travel  over.  Finding  a  good  place  for  the  tent,  and  hearing  from  Inneraya, 
the  native  who  was  in  company,  that  there  was  no  wood  for  some  distance,  we 
halted  and  pitched  our  tent  an  hour  before  sunset,  making  amends  for  last  nigh 
when  we  were  three  hours  after  sunset  before  we  reached  the  tupuc. 

The  night  was  fine  but  cold ;  temperature  +  9°.     We  estimated  the  dis- 
tance to-day  at  eight  miles. 

Tuesday,  January  17- — Temperature  +  4°.  Got  up  at  six.  Considered  we 
were  about  10  miles  from  King-a-ghee,  we  found  out  afterwards  that  we  were  15. 
The  peaked  mountain  over  the  Cape  was  in  sight  sometimes,  but  it  was  still  too 
thick  to  see  obiects  distinctly.    Got  our  snow-shoes  off,  as  we  travelled  aloni^ 
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Sledge  Journoy  round  the  stouy  bciich  or  cliff  iibovc  tlic  bciicl),  wlicrc  there  was  little  Hnow ;  it  wan  a 
Cape  Princc^of  Wales.  g.,.^.^|.  j-gjigf  to  get  them  off  whcn  it  was  practicable,  but  it  would  be  impossible: 
to  get  on  without  them,  it  would  be  nearly  a^  bad  as  walking  in  wat(;r.  Ice  very 
heavy  and  Imnnuocky  on  the  f-;hoi-e.  J*assed  three  very  promine))t  graves  and 
four  or  five  deserted  tupucs.  Snow-drift  very  high  against  these  places.  Very 
thick  mist.  Passed  the  base  of  a  very  steep  hill  forming  like  a  square  shoulder 
apparently  rising  up  to  the  conical  hill  of  Ca[)e  J^'ince  of  Wales,  which  occa- 
sionally showed  out.  After  some  rough  travelling  and  turning  once  or  twice 
off  the  beach,  we  came  out  on  a  flat  level  plain.  We  understood  from  the 
natives,  for  we  soon  found  that  the  man  we  had  engaged  as  a  guide  had  never 
been  here  before,  that  King-a-ghee  was  at  the  end  of  this  beach  ;  we  soon  found 
out  our  mistake.  The  drift-wood  was  now  abundant.  Several  large  casks 
thrown  overboard  from  some  whaler,  the  jawl)one  of  a  whale,  the  head  of  a 
porpoise,  and  quantities  of  blubber,  on  which  our  dogs  cast  longing  eyes.  We 
now  approached  the  foot  of  the  cliffs  I  have  before  mentioned  as  a  square  steep 
and  rugged  shoulder.  Our  farther  progress  along  the  land  was  impossible,  and 
the  sea  ice  was  so  rugged  and  hummocky  that  we  found,  w'th  only  an  hour 
more  of  daylight,  we  should  have  every  prospect  of  spending  the  night  upon 
the  ice,  where  we  could  neither  get  fuel  nor  pitch  a  tent.  We  therefore  deter- 
mined to  defer  our  farther  progress  until  the  morning,  more  particularly  as  we 
thought  proceeding  in  the  dark  would  endanger  the  sledge.  Jt  was  most  fortu- 
nate that  we  adopted  this  resolution,  for,  from  what  we  saw  on  the  following 
day,  we  should  most  certainly  have  met  with  an  accident. 

We  estimated  our  travelling  distance  to-day  about  nine  miles. 

We  were  in  great  want  of  dogs'  food :  these  poor  creatures  are  always  half 
starved  by  the  natives,  and  I  am  afraid  we  did  not  treat  them  too  well  :  they 
eat  the  most  revolting  food,  it  is  beyond  description.  We  now  found  some 
walrus  hide,  which  we  cut  up  in  strips ;  they  devoured  it  as  if  it  had  been  horse 
flesh ;  they  always  eat  the  harness,  the  snow  shoes,  or  belts  for  dragging  the 
sledge  if  they  arc  not  stowed  away.  To-night,  one  found  its  way  into  the  tent 
and  rummaged  out  a  piece  of  pork,  which  he  began  to  yaffle  with  great  good- 
will ;  some  one  going  in,  he  ran  off' with  it,  but  we  were  also  sharp  set,  and  gave 
chase  and  rescued  it,  it  was  our  last  piece,  and  I  am  not  sure  that  the  fear  of 
losing  it  did  not  give  it  a  keener  rchsh  in  spite  of  the  dog's  teeth. 

Wednesday,  January  18. —  Temperature  +  11  °.  Up  very  early.  Started 
before  daylight  but  were  obliged  to  stop  when  we  got  on  the  sea -ice,  it 
was  so  rugged  that  we  could  not  go  on ;  the  dogs  had  got  hold  of  some 
blubber  during  the  night  and  eaten  too  much  of  it,  so  that  they  could 
hardly  move.  We  made  very  slow  Avork  from  this  and  the  extreme  rug- 
gedness  of  the  ice :  the  actual  distance  perhaps  was  not  5  miles,  but  1  am 
sure  we  went  II  or  12.  We  mounted  a  hill,  while  we  stopped  to  rest  the  dogs, 
and  soon  saw  that  all  hopes  of  visiting  Asia  this  season  were  at  an  end  ;  we 
could  distinctly  see  the  ice  slowly  drifting  to  the  northward,  certainly  not  more 
than  two  miles  distant  The  cliffs  were  extraordinarily  broken,  jagged  pinnacles, 
coming  down  perpendicularly  to  the  water's  edge,  the  square  shoulder  forming- 
its  eastern  termination  still  very  prominent  as  a  wall-like  cliff",  it  is  I  think,  the 
rounding  point  of  the  cape  that  is  the  extreme  west  of  America. 

The  weather  was  unpromising,  but  as  we  approached  King-a-ghee,  cleared  up, 
becoming  at  the  same  time  much  colder,  but  the  sun  shone  out  and  cheered  us 
up.  It  gave  us  much  pleasure  to  meet  several  sledges  going  to  the  southward 
for  wood,  it  was  like  approaching  a  town  when  the  vehicles  and  ti-affic  become 
more  numerous  ;  the  child  had  been  dressed  and  adorned  by  its  mother  in  anti- 
cipation of  our  arriving,  and  I  was  quite  amused  by  the  eagerness  with  which 
the  woman  beckoned  and  hastened  me  forward  to  be  the  first  to  show  me 
King-a-ghee,  while  endeavouring  to  explain  all  its  glories.  The  place  is  a  sort  of 
capital  in  these  parts  and  has  four  dancing  houses,  which  is  a  very  expressive 
manner  of  estirn;t,ting  th(^  extent  and  population  of  a  place.  The  ice  had  been 
very  rugged  to  the  southward  of  the  cape,  so  much  so,  that  we  had  great  diffi- 
culty in  getting  on  at  all,  and  the  sledge  was  capsized  more  than  once,  in  fact 
th(!  passes  w(M-e  so  narrow  and  diflieuH,  that  T  w:vs  snrjirised  thivt  the  sledges, 
heavily  laden  a,s  they  were,  w(^re  not  broken,  winch  nn'shap  did  in  i'a,ct  occur  on 
our  return.  On  one  occasion,  our  only  passage  was  between  the  clilf  and  an 
immense;  boidfler  or  detached  mass,  it  was  so  iiMrrow  that  we  nariowly  escaped 
being  jaimiied  ;   but  on  rounding  the  cape  the  chiinge  was  great,  the  ice  was  as 
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smooth  as  in  Port  Clarence,  studded  with  innumerable  holes,  eacii  surrounded  siedge  Journey  round 
by  a  snow  wall,  within  which  people  were  fishing;  our  arrival  seemed  to  attract  Cape Prmce of Waips. 
a  good  deal  of  attention,  and  as  we  neared  the  village,  the  whole  population 
turned  out  to  meet  us ;  men,  women,  and  children,  the  latter  shrieking  and 
shouting,  wrestling  and  tumbling  one  over  the  other  with  great  glee  ;  the 
anglers  left  their  rods  and  lines,  which  they  very  dexterously  haul  up  and  wind 
on  a  short  rod  about  two  feet  long,  and  accompanied  us  up  the  steep  bank  on 
which  the  upper  village  stands  ;  we  afterwards  procured  from  them  a  few  fish, 
which  appeared  to  me  a  species  of  Capoline  ;  they  were  very  delicate  good 
eating.    The  people  clustered  round  us  as  an  English  crowd  would  have  done 
round  an  Esquimaux,  although  we  were  fully  clad  in  the  native  dress.   We  had 
a  sort  of  introduction  from  a  man  well  known  to  us,  who  lives  on  Grantley 
Harbour — "  Kai-mo-ky,"  and  our  guide,  on  inquiring  for  him,  found  he  was 
awa}''  for  seal,  but  his  wife,  a  very  nice-looking  woman,  invited  us  in ;  I  was 
quite  pleased  with  the  neat,  tidy,  and  even  clean  aspect  of  the  interior,  the  floor 
smooth,  clean  swept  and  polished,  two  cheerful  rows  of  lamps  or  lights,  burning 
almost  with  the  brilliancy  of  gas,  gave  the  place  a  most  comfortable  and  warm 
feel,  most  grateful  to  us  cold  and  wet  as  we  were  ;  still  I  must  say  the  odour  was 
intolerable,  a  mingled  smell  of  urine  and  burning  seal  blubber.    As  the  master 
of  the  house  was  absent  I  determined  not  to  take  up  our  abode  at  present,  but 
to  have  a  look  through  the  village.    The  crowd  around  us  was  great,  but  they 
assured  us  "  Petak-tig  a-lig,"  that  they  did  not  steal,  but  that  their  neighbours 
in  the  lower  village  were  "  Anghee-roo-rak  tig-a-lig,"  that  is,  great  thieves.  I 
suppose  they  observed  that  we  were  keeping  a  watchful  eye  over  our  sledge, 
and  wished  to  set  our  minds  at  ease,  and  I  must  do  them  the  justice  to  say  that 
we  lost  nothing,  nor  did  they  offer  even  to  pilfer  anything  that  I  am  aware  of. 
King-a~ghee  consists  of  two  villages,  between  which  there  appears  to  be  some 
little  rivalry  ;  the  one  Ave  took  up  our  abode  in  is  the  upper  one,  situated  a 
hundred  feet  or  so  up  the  hill,  while  the  other  is  on  a  low  spit,  extending  to  the 
N.W.  and  N.N.W.    I  estimated  the  number  of  inhabitants  at  about  200  or  250 
in  each  ;  there  were  from  20  to  30  tupucs  in  each,  and  in  each  tupuc  there  are 
at  least  6  or  8  people,  and  in  many  8  or  10  ;  but  these  sort  of  estimates  must  be 
very  vague.    We  vvcre  followed  by  at  least  150  people,  and  very  civilly  invited 
into  the  dancing  houses,  poa-llalley  tupucs,  as  we  came  to  them  :  these  were  very 
far  superior  to  the  one  at  Sin-na-ra-mute,  where  we  were  detained  so  long,  the 
entrance  or  passage  higher  or  broader,  so  that  it  was  sufficient  to  stoop  low 
instead  of  going  down  upon  hands  and  knees  ;  the  interior  was  really  clean  and 
cheerful,  a  spacious  room  20  feet  square,  with  brilliant  lights  in  troughs  of  seal 
oil,  the  wicks  formed  of  moss  placed  in  a  row  at  the  edge,  and  fed  by  a  piece  of 
blubber  hanging  within  reach  of  the  flame;  the  light  was  excellent;  I  was  reminded 
of  the  jets  of  gas  often  seen  in  shop  windows,  and  the  heat  w^as  far  more  than 
I  could  have  believed,  outside  the  temperature  was  — 25°,  and  within  it  was  +  36°. 
They  were  exceedingly  civil,  seating  us  down  on  the  raised  dresser  or  bench, 
which  went  all  round,  bringing  some  excellent  water,  which  in  this  country  is  as 
great  a  civility  as  offering  a  glass  of  wine  would  be  in  England,  and  also  some 
seal'Stew,  which  I  tasted  and  found  very  good,  leaving  no  disagreeable  taste  or 
flavour  ;  I  was  not  hungry  or  I  should  have  had  no  objection  to  have  eaten  more. 
There  were  eight  or  ten  people  in  the  place  making  snow-shoes,  fitting  spears, 
arrows,  &:c.  ;  we  went  into  two  others  which  were  not  quite  so  large,  and  equally 
comfortable.    I  could  not  but  admire  the  arrangement,  it  seemed  to  me  a  sort 
of  club  room,  and  I  really  think  it  would  be  very  desirable  could  we  have  in  our 
towns  and  villages  places  of  this  sort,  where  people  might  go  and  work  or  read, 
supported  by  all,  and  open  to  all  ;  certainly  these  people  are  a  lounging  race 
with  man}^  idle  hours  on  their  hands,  while  in  England  every  man's  time  is  gene- 
rally occupied ;  still  I  think  it  might  be  adopted  with  advantage. 

We  were  treated  with  equal  civility  in  the  lower  village,  although  their 
neighbours  did  give  them  a  bad  character.  The  more  we  saw^  of  the  people  the 
more  we  admired  their  clothing ;  the  furs  were  excellent,  handsome,  and  even 
tasteful  in  ornament ;  the  children  fat,  rosy,  and  happy,  continually  wrestling 
with  each  other. 

Towards  evening  we  v/ere  on  the  ice  to  witness  the  arrival  of  the  sledges  with 
the  seal  that  had  been  caught ;  they  are  quite  different  to  the  draught  sledges. 
It  was  quite  animating  to  see  them  coming  in,  each  with  four  dogs,  at  the  rate  of 
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Sledge  Journey  round  six  or  scvcn  milcs  an  hoiir  ;  thcHC  slcdf^cft  arc  called  drawing-  slcdgcB,  arc  ver^ 
Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  gmall,  will  oiilj  liold  0110  p(;rKon,  aiul  Carry  hardly  any  Juj^gagc,*  in  fact,  it 
would  be  difficult  to  place  anything  except  what  a  man  actuallyhas  on  in  thcrn, 
but  they  are  well  adapted  for  speed ;  between  them  and  the  draught  Blcdges 
there  is  no  compari,son,  one  is  a  light  gig,  the  other  a  heavy  waggon. 

It  came  on  to  snow  and  sleet,  and  we  thcrefoi-e  wei-e  ghxd  to  take  slieltcr.  (Jar 
sledge  was  unpacked,  and  most  of  its  contents  sent  into  the  tupuc  :  although  our 
things  were  much  exposed,  and  the  people  crowding  around  us,  we  lost  nothing. 
Our  hostess  was  very  civil  in  putting  our  things  away,  and  notwithstanding  the 
odour,  which  is  at  first  intolerable,  we  were  grateful  for  warmth  and  shelter. 
Our  things  were  damp  and  unpleasant  from  the  continued  sleet  and  snow ;  this, 
although  not  so  injurious  as  if  we  had  had  woollen  clothes,  is  still  sufficiently 
disagreeable ;  our  mocassins  also  Were  thoroughly  saturated,  and  sadly  wanted 
repair,  so  that  it  really  was  with  no  slight  thankfulness  that  we  felt  ourselves 
safely  housed  ;  they  certainly  have  the  secret  of  keeping  their  houses  warm,  and 
this  without  even  doors,  but  by  means  of  a  long,  low,  narrow  passage,  looking 
'  from  above  more  like  a  rabbit  hole  than  a  place  for  human  beings  ;  a  hole  in  the 

roof  is  covered  with  a  piece  of  the  transparent  gut  of  the  walrus,  admitting  a 
very  tolerable  degree  of  light,  a  screen  of  the  same  sort  hangs  before  the  inner 
entrance  of  the  apartment.  The  passage  is  always  below  the  inhabited  part,  and 
the  aperture  communicating  with  it  is  not  a  bit  bigger  than  is  absolutely 
necessary, — in  fact,  encumbered  with  clothes,  one  has  to  squeeze  and  turn  to  get 
in  at  all ;  this  is  the  secret  of  the  warmth  of  their  tupucs,  the  entrance  is  so 
small,  and  there  is  only  one,  so  that  there  is  no  thorough  draught,  and  they  are 
besides  buried  in  snow.  The  continual  burning  of  the  lamps  keeps  up  a  warmth 
that  to  us  w^as  most  grateful,  although  at  the  same  time  it  cannot  be  denied 
that  the  stink  is  abominable.  We  took  our  wet  skin  dresses  off  and  hung  them  up 
to  dry.  Most  of  our  traps  were  left  in  the  outer  passage,  but  they  made  no 
objection  to  our  taking  anything  into  the  tupuc  itself  or  household  apartment. 
The  man  was  still  absent,  but  the  woman  gave  us  every  welcome,  and  set  to 
work  to  mend  our  mocassins,  the  walrus  hide  soles  of  which  had  been  worn  out, 
even  a  woollen  sock  was  mended,  with  a  piece  of  fawn  skin,  which  Ed.  Hill,  to  whom 
it  belonged,  said  he  should  preserve  as  a  curiosity.  About  an  hour  after  sunset 
the  men  came  in,  we  found  that  we  were  in  the  house  of  tw^o  brothers,  Ar-naark- 
looke  and  Eemown,  each  of  w^hom  had  two  wives  and  two  children,  one  by  each 
wife.  The  passage  was  common  to  both,  as  was  a  cooking  house,  a  miserable 
dirty  hole  six  or  seven  feet  long,  and  three  or  four  broad,  with  a  hole  in  the  roof 
for  the  smoke ;  but  on  the  right  hand  of  the  passage,  another  branched  ofH 
leading  to  Eemown's  apartment,  which  appeared  in  all  respects  perfectly  distinct 
from  his  brother's.  Ar-naark-look  on  hearing  who  we  were  w^elcomed  us  with 
great  civility,  indeed  wdth  a  good  deal  of  natural  politeness.  They  had  been  very 
successful  in  catching  seal,  bringing  in  three.  The  women  went  out  and  thanked 
them  most  cordially.  It  seemed  they  pulled  off  their  wet  things  and  sat  down  on 
■  the  floor,  v/ith  nothing  whatever  on  but  their  breeches,  a  pretty  good  proof  how 

warm  and  comfortable  the  place  must  have  been,  the  thermometer  outside  being 
—  20°  (52°  below  the  freezing  point). 

The  women  soon  brought  the  dinner  in,  hot  and  hot  at  intervals  of  20  minutes, 
it  consisted  of  large  pieces  of  seal  stewing  in  rich  gravy,  and  looked  very  good ; 
seven  or  eight  sat  down  on  the  floor,  and  began  to  eat  away  with  great  gusto, 
fingers  in  the  dish,  knife  at  the  mouth,  with  which  they  sliced  away  in  a  manner 
that  had  we  tried  it,  our  lips,  noses,  and  fingers  would  have  been  in  great 
danger  :  the  last  dish  was  hot  gravy  soup,  which  they  helped  themselves  to  in 
wooden  ladles  liolding  about  a  saucer-full,  apparently  as  hot  as  tliey  could  well 
})ear  it.  I  tasted  it,  and  found  it  very  good,  and  1  particularly  dislike  anything 
in  the  least  rank  or  fishy  :  of  this  I  could  not  perceive  the  least  taint.  After 
dinner  a  very  animated  conversation  took  place  between  them,  which  we  by 
their  motions,  and  a  word  here  and  there  recognized,  were  quite  able  to  follow 
as  being  a  description  of  the  sport  they  had  liad,  and  their  success  with  the  seal: 
it  made  mc  think  of  a  s])ortsma,n  in  Engliind  describing  being  in  at  the  death. 
The  women  attended  on  the  men,  and  had  probably  eaten  before  they  returned, 

*  I  li!i,vc,  however,  Hince  He.on  that  tlioy  do  ])n,ck  two  or  tliroo,  iind  Homotimos  even  four  scftl- 
:-kiii  l)iij:K  on  i\u:i<,e,  HlfdRCH,  wliidi  would  hold  a  tolorablo  lunount  of  warm  clothinfji:  and  provisions  ; 
1)M(.  i*uc.li  tliingH  aH  inHtriiiiiciitH  or  cooking  utensils  would  not  oiisily  bo  carried. 
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but  a  young  child  about  three  years  old  was  given  a  piece  of  blubber,  roasted  cape^pri^cron 
over  the  lamp,  looking  exactly  like  a  lump  of  fried  fat  pork.  He  eat  away ,  never  — 
taking  it  away  from  his  mouth,  but  cutting  it  occasionally  close  to  his  mouth, 
with  a  short  knife  ;  he  was  fat  and  chubby,  with  a  belly  like  a  negro  child  fed  on 
cassava.    I  was  astonished  to  see  this  child  two  or  three  hours  afterwards 
suckling  with  his  mother, — they  wean  them  very  late.  The  little  animal  put  down 
his  lump  of  blubber  while  at  dinner,  calling  out  lustily,  Ark-hun  !  Ark-hun ! 
(Mother!  Mother!)  who  put  a  wooden  drum-like  tub  made  of  the  bark  of  the  , 
birch  towards  him,  which  he  placed  close  to  his  papa  at  dinner  with  his  seal- 
hunting  friends,  sat  down,  ,  and  ran  back  to  his  blubber  again.   The  utensil 

in  question  was  as  near  his  father  on  one  side  as  the  dish  of  seal  soup  was  on 
the  other ;  the  odour  is  not  surprising  after  seeing  this. 

We  had  crowds  of  visitors,  a  succession  of  evening  calls,  most  likely  attracted 
by  our  being  there  ;  but  about  9  o'clock  they  all  departed,  and  we  were  left  alone 
with  the  family.  A  sort  of  shelf  or  dresser  extended  along  one  side  of  the 
hor^ve  or  room,  (which  was  about  14  feet  square,  in  the  centre  about  nine  feet 
higli,-  but  at  the  eaves  not  more  than  five), — on  this  we  slept.  My  bed  was  a 
fearnoiight  bag,  an  excellent  thing  in  these  travelling  excursions,  as  it  makes 
mattress,  blankets  and  all  in  one.  We  had  the  pleasure  of  being  able  to  take  our 
clothes  oft,  which  we  had  not  done  for  the  last  10  days  ;  and  the  place,  as  I  have 
said  before,  was  so  warm,  that  we  did  not  feel  the  want  of  much  clothing.  As 
for  washing  it  was  out  of  the  question,  I  disregarded  it  altogether ;  indeed  I 
only  took  a  comb  with  me. 

The  people  of  the  house  slept  on  deer  skins  underneath  our  dresser,  the  man 
went  to  bed  between  his  wives,  each  child  with  its  own  mother.  I  suspect 
like  our  Saxon  ancestors,  they  go  to  bed  naked ;  at  all  events  contrary  to  our 
custom,  they  got  under  the  skins  with  their  shirts  oft",  but  their  breeches  on. 
Both  men  and  women  wear  breeches,  but  the  coats  or  frocks  of  the  women  are 
differently  cut  in  the  skirts. 

On  the  morning  of  the  19th  January  we  received  a  very  civil  message  from 
Ark-roo-ark,  one  of  the  chief  people  in  the  lower  village  :  his  tupuc  was  at  the 
extreme  of  the  spit  (of  which  I  made  the  eye-sketch  adjoined).  We  there- 
fore went  down  to  call  upon  him.  His  tupuc  was  much  the  same  as  the  one  we 
were  in ;  it  did  not  appear  to  me  quite  so  tidy  and  comfortable.  He  had  two 
wives,  and  a  host  of  children  or  dependents  ;  for  these  people  very  often  adopt 
children  and  bring  them  up  as  their  own.  The  sledges  coming  in  and  departing 
formed  a  very  animating  scene.  They  travel  fully  four  miles  an  hour,  and 
when  they  brought  in  three  or  four  seals  behind  them,  the  excitement  was 
general. 

We  saw  some  very  fine  baidars  on  stages,  some  38  or  40  feet  long,  and  seven 
feet  broad.  It  is  with  these,  I  imagine,  they  communicate  with  the  Diomede 
Islands  (that  is,  Ikmaaklitke  and  Ignelitke),  and  not  over  the  ice,  which  ap- 
pears very  uncertain,  and  in  fact,  as  we  could  understand  them,  it  requires  the 
combination  of  very  calm  and  very  severe  weather  ever  to  render  the  passage 
safe.  We  found  several  articles  of  Russian  manufacture  among  them,  especially 
knives,  kettles,  and  mugs, — good  strong  manufacture,  but  not  quite  so  neatly 
finished  as  English  goods,  not  on  that  account  the  worse  for  these  people.  Their 
dresses,  we  understood,  came  from  Asia,  and,  as  I  said  before,  they  are  really 
handsome,  and  tastefully  ornamented.  On  returning  to  Ar-naark-looke's  tupuc, 
I  was  glad  to  find  that  Mr.  Henrj^  Gilpin  had  arrived  with  Edward  Hill  and  an 
additional  supply  of  provisions.  About  2  p.m.  the  town  turned  out  to  see  him, 
as  they  did  to  see  me.  He  was  wet  and  cold,  and  his  mocassins  wanted  repair, 
therefore  I  determined  to  wait  another  day.  He  was  received  into  Elmown's 
apartment,  so  that  we  were  both  under  one  roof,  although  living  with  distinct 
families.  We  were  very  fortunate  in  pitching  upon  such  a  tupuc,  for  I  did  not 
see  any  we  should  have  liked  so  well. 

The  country  betAveen  King  a-ghee  and  Schismarief  Inlet  is  not  much  inha- 
bited. It  is  called  the  Tass-cockte  country,  and  is  frequented  for  hunting  and 
shooting.  We  endeavoured  by  all  means  in  out  power  to  explain  to  them,  that 
our  object  in  wintering  here  was  to  succour  some  of  our  countrymen  who  are  in 
want  and  distress  ;  but  I  doubt  if  we  made  much  impression.  Their  ideas  run 
altogether  upon  barter,  or  providing  for  their  immediate  wants,  and  all  their 
intercourse  with  European  or  American  ships  has  so  entirely  possessed  them 
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Sledge  Journey  round  With  this  idea  that  they  thrust  it  upon  US  continually,  f  have  been  m  deceived 
Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  i-pporf  s,  and,  ou  ('n(|uiry,  havc  found  such  jf^noi-aiK'c  ol"  the  means  of  cjin- 
nmnication  or  of  aff()rdin<>-  any  explanation,  even  in  simple  things,  that  I  have 
long  given  up  placing  reliance  on  what  is  told  me  l)y  people  professing  to  speak 
and  interpret.  The  jargon  that  goes  on  between  us  and  the  natives  is  some- 
times amusing  enough,  but  if  anything  serious  is  on  the  tapis,  it  is  not  by  any 
means  satisfactory.  The  people  seemed  to  study  and  watch  us  continually,  to 
wonder  at  us  and  the  things  we  occasionally  produced,  "^i'liey  were  particularly 
struck  with  our  reading,  surprised  that  our  attention  could  be  so  riveted  by 
what  to  them  must  have  seemed  so  devoid  of  purpose  Writing  also  seemed  to 
strike  them.  I  was  doubly  glad  to  fall  in  with  Mr.  Gilpin,  for,  owing  to  the 
heavy  snow-drift  on  our  starting,  we  had  been  so  delayed  that  we  should  have 
been  pressed  for  provisions. 

Although  unsuccessful  in  our  object,  I  do  not  regret  having  come.  King- 
a-ghee  is  an  advanced  post,  and  if  any  people  communicate  with  Asia  they  do, 
and  are  therefore  more  likely  to  spread  the  knowledge  of  our  wintering  here 
than  any  others.  They  are,  besides,  an  intelligent  race,  and  though  uncleg'nly, 
very  far  removed  from  being  degraded  :  in  fact,  the  reverse,  lliey  are  intelli- 
gent and  ingenious  in  a  very  high  degree — displayed  in  their  habitations,  in  their 
boats,  their  sledges,  and  their  weapons.  I  also  think  they  are  r.n  amiable 
people.  I  never  remember  hearing  any  quarrelling  or  harsh  words  even  between 
them,  although  one  or  two  instances  of  stabbing  have  been  mentioned,  which  I 
have  reason  to  believe  took  place.  One  arose  from  jealousy,  caused  by  success 
in  shooting.  I  think  they  contrast  very  favourably  with  the  natives  of  "  Van- 
couver's Island." 

I  have  said  they  are  uncleanly,  and  they  certainly  are  so ;  but  I  do  not  think 
them  by  any  means  indecent  or  even  immodest,  although  their  ideas  about  mar- 
riage are  not  strict ;  in  fact,  they  only  maintain  a  connexion  as  long  as  it  is 
agreeable,  but  while  the  connexion  lasts  they  are,  I  believe,  faithful. 

I  must  state  what  happened  on  one  night  when  I  was  at  King-a-ghee.  I  saw 
the  lady  having  a  wash  in  one  of  their  wooden  bowls  or  dishes.  I  said 
to  the  person  who  vv^as  with  me,  it  being  a  rare  sight,  "  She  is  having  a 
wash!  you  had  better  lend  her  your  soap."  "  It  is  of  no  use,  sir,"  he  replied, 
without  moving  a  muscle.  "Why  not?"  I  asked.  "  Soap  won't  take  with 
that,  sir,"  said  he  again.  "  Why,  good  heavens  !"  I  said,  "you  do  not  mean  to 
say  she  is  washing  in  urine  ?"  "  She  is,  sir;  I  saw  it,  and  smelt  it  too," — and 
so  did  I,  as  an  awful  whiff  came  across  me  at  the  time.  She  washed  herself 
with  it  from  the  waist  upwards,  nose,  ears,  and  eyes  ;  then  the  child  was 
called  and  went  through  the  process.  The  fact  is,  they  have  no  patent  boilers 
or  kettles,  and  therefore  as  they  drink  a  great  deal,  they  make  nature 
supply  the  place.  I  particularly  remember  it,  because  my  handkerchief  fell 
down  close  to  her,  and  she  wiped  herself  with  it,  and  then  returned  it  to  me. 
I  was  fain  to  make  her  a  present  of  it,  although  it  was  my  only  one.  No  Avonder 
that,  with  this  and  the  seal  oil  lamps,  and  all  the  wants  of  nature  being  per- 
formed in  so  confined  a  spot,  the  odour  is  overpowering.  Nevertheless,  1  lived 
for  three  days  among  them. 

Friday,  January  20,  was  a  very  bad  day,  but  we  could  liardl_y  have  started 
had  it  been  otherwise.  We  procured  a  quantity  of  dogs'  food  by  barter ;  a 
supply  of  mocassins  and  "  coppitocks,"  that  is,  tight  overall  frock.s  made  of  the 
gut  of  the  walrus,  which  go  outside  the  fur  dresses,  and  in  snow-drifts  keep  the 
snow  from  penetrating  under  the  fur.    They  are  of  very  essential  use. 

On  the  night  before  we  started,  after  our  host's  acquaintances  had  taken  leave, 
I  collected  all  the  faniily  in  our  apartment,  and  began  to  make  the  two  hus- 
})iuids,  the  four  wives,  and  the  four  children  a  s])eech,  endeavouring  to  make  them 
understand  the  object  of  our  being  in  Port  (Jlarence,  of  the  "Plover's"  being 
at  Point  iiarrow,  and  that  if  they  relieved  any  of  our  countrymen  they  would 
be  amply  rewiuded  by  the  great  chief  Victoria.  I  also  left  them  some  tins, 
with  the  shi])'s  name  stamped  upon  them,  enclosing  a  paper,  stating  the  par- 
ticulars rehiting  to  the  ship,  and  re(iuesting  any  one  to  whom  they  showed  it  to 
give  them  some  trifling  present.  IIow  much  of  this  they  comprehended,  or 
will  ever  act  upon,  1  can  hardly  say;  but  the  concluding  part  they  at  all 
event H  undc-rstood,  for  it  consisted  in  making  all  round,  husbands,  Avives,  and 
children,  jun])le  presents.     We  gave  them,  beyond  their  hopes  1  think,  km'vcs, 
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shirts,  tobacco,  beads,  rina'S,  bells,  &c.  ;  they  certainly  appeared  very  much  ^'^"^g®  Journey  roun 

4.-C  A        /I    T         1       U  •  -4.1  j?^"^         J  •  ^  •      -V-  Cape  Pmce  of  Wales 

gratined,  and,  1  thmk,  altogether  our  visit  leit  a  good  impression."-   

Saturday,  January  21. — Temperature,  mmus  11°.  Although  the' v/eather 
was  still  very  bad  we  started,  the  whole  town  again  turned  out  to  speed  the 
parting  guests,  and  with  much  shouting  and  shrieking  dragged  our  sledges  about 
300  yards  on  the  road  round  the  cape,  that  is,  the  sea  ice.  We  had  sad  work  in 
returning  through  the  heavily  packed  ice,  and  broke  our  sledge  very  seriously, 
which  caused  us  much  detention.  In  the  end,  however,  I  was  not  sorry,  as  it 
gave  us  another  trait  in  these  people's  habits.  We  passed  several  sledges 
returning  to  King-a-ghee  with  wood,  for,  as  I  think  I  before  said,  there  is  no 
wood  to  the  northward  where  the  village  is  situated,  but  they  are  obliged  to  go 
five  or  six  miles  to  the  southward,  round  this  heavily  packed  ice,  to  get  every 
bit  of  firewood  they  use.  This  is  a  sad  drawback  ;  but  no  doubt  the  advantages 
of  fishing,  and  having  the  open  water  so  near,  with  the  smooth  ice  on  which  to 
drive  their  sledges,  amply  counterbalances  it.  The  circumstance,  I  imagine,  tends 
to  prove  the  existence  of  the  northerly  current,  and  also  that  the  wood  found  in 
such  abundance  mostly  comes  from  the  southward.  It  was  quite  dark  ere  we 
got  on  the  land,  and  we  pitched  our  tent  as  quickly  as  we  could,  having  been 
on  the  road  about  seven  hours,  although  we  had  done  little  more  than  six  miles  ; 
but  it  was  equal  to  12  of  any  other  part  of  the  journey. 

Sunday,  January  22. — Temperature  +13°.  We  had  to  repair  our  sledge,  and 
just  as  we  had  finished  it,  and  were  going  to  have  prayers,  we  were  surprised  by 
three  arrivals  from  King-a-ghee.  Ark-roo-ark,  the  chief  of  the  lower  village, 
was  one ;  they  had  heard  that  v,-e  had  broken  our  sledge,  and  had  brought 
another  to  barter  with  us,  if  we  found  it  necessary  to  replace  it.  Although  I 
believe  it  was  in  the  regular  course  of  trade  with  them,  I  must  say  I  was  much 
pleased  with  the  promptitude  with  which  they  came  to  remedy  our  mishap ; 
however  they  wanted  too  high  a  price  for  it,  and  we  made  ours  answer  suf- 
ficiently well.  Our  friends  in  the  upper  village  had  warned  us  that  these 
people  were  thieves,  and  we  certainly  suffered  some  losses ;  Mr.  Gilpin  lost  his 
flint  and  steel,  and  one  of  the  men  lost  his  knife.  We,  some  three  or  four 
months  afterwards,  took  justice  upon  this  thief,  by  laying  violent  hands  on  his 
spear,  telling  him  when  he  brought  the  knife  back  we  would  restore  the  spear. 
He  had  two  or  three  companions  with  him,  to  whom  he  shouted  out  lustily 
while  this  act  of  justice  was  being  performed,  but  they  refused  to  assist  him, 
and  he  mounted  his  sledge  and  started  off  full  speed  to  ruminate  on  our  mode, 
or  ideas,  of  justice. 

I  was  certainly  glad  to  get  quit  of  them,  and  after  making  Ark-roo-ark  a 
present,  we  packed  up  and  started.  Our  journey  lay  along  the  land,  which 
was  very  favourable  for  travelling.  Being  Sunday,  and  the  arrival  of  the  natives 
having  interfered  with  the  morning  service,  we  pitched  early,  having  travelled 
about  six  hours,  and  accomplished  nine  miles  of  our  homeward  journey.  We 
had  dinner,  read  the  prayers  and  psalms  for  the  day,  and  retired  to  rest.  I  was 
glad  to  be  free  from  the  natives,  they  are  not  pleasant  companions. 

Monday,  January  23.  +4°. — Our  dogs  began  to  fail;  it  was  also  snowing  the 
whole  day.  Passed  our  fourth  sleeping  place  on  the  outgoing  journey  about 
1  P.M. ;  passed  near  the  deserted  tupucs,  but  it  was  so  thick  that  we  could 
hardly  see  100  yards  around.  Our  native  guide,  or  rather  Mr.  Gilpin's  guide, 
was  invaluable  to  us.  His  name  is  Pow-y-anna,  and  he  certainly  worked  hard, 
and  well.  I  walked  on  before  the  sledge,  as  it  vras  always  necessary  to  have 
some  one  20  or  30  paces  ahead  of  the  dogs  to  encourage  them.  If  he  saw 
me  taking  a  wrong  lead  among  the  hesLvy,  huramocky  ice,  he  would  shout  out, 
"  Hoy  !  Holloppey  Solloppey  !  "  waving  me  to  go  into  a  better  track.  That 
was  the  way  they  pronounced  my  name.  Others  were  nearly  as  bad — ^"  Gilpin" 
was  "  Killowpin,"  "  Hobson"  was  "  Apshin,"  "  Sharp,"  "  Sharpey,"  and  so  on. 

The  way  was  very  tedious,  we  were  often  up  to  our  knees  in  sludge  and  drift- 
snow,  notwithstanding  the  snow-shoes.  When  dark,  I  determined  to  push  in 
for  the  land,  and  pitch  the  tent  in  the  first  available  spot.  For  the  first  time 
we  found  no  drift  wood,  although  I  afterwards  understood  from  Mr,  Gilpin 


*  Spades,  small  hatchets  or  bill  hooks,  butchers'  knives  with  sheathes,  glovers'  needles,  would 
be  admirable  things  for  bartering  with  these  people ;  but  all  ought  to  be  of  good  quality,  strong 
and  serviceable.  No  one  knows  the  ill-will,  suspicion,  and  distrust,  engendered  by  bartering 
with  inferior,  bad  articles,  made  to  sell  and  not  to  use. 

VI.  5  T 
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Cala'^rroTw"".'^  ^^^''^^  Pow-y-aniia  could  have  taken  us  a  little  fuvthcr  anrl  ghown  us  bonic ;  ho\',  - 
npe  rinccjjt  Wales.  ^^^^.^  spii'lts  of  wine  to  fall  bac'k  upon,  and  we  did  very  well.  Our 

sledge  was  in  a  ver/!)ad  condition,  and  1  regretted  jiot  having  taken  advanta^^c 
of  our  King-a-ghee  friend's  offer.  We  were,  however,  so  near  King-a-wic  or 
King-how-connnon  that  Tow-y-anna  went  early  in  the  morning  and  borrowed 
a  sledge  from  the  tupucs,  wit]i  which  we  proceeded,  having  three  sledges  instead 
of  two.  Three  crows  passed  us  ;  such  is  the  silence  and  death-like  stilhiess  in 
t]iesc  regions  tliat  even  such  a  sight  and  sound  is  worthy  of  note. 

Tuesday,  January  24. — Therinonieter,  zero  in  the  morning ;  — 26°  in  the 
evening ;  — 30°  at  midnight.  Snow  and  sleet  all  day.  Felt  almost  wet  through, 
even  with  double  skin  coats  on ;  tov/ards  night  it  cleared,  but  the  cold  became 
intense,  and  wet  as  we  were,  our  clothes  became  encased  as  it  Avere  with  ice,  I 
was  most  anxious  to  get  into  the  land,  for  the  sea  ice  was  still  rugged  and 
sludgy,  so  that  every  five  minutes  or  so  we  were  ancle  deep  in  what  seemed  to 
penetrate  every  pore.  The  sudden  clearing  up,  pleasant  as  it  was,  being  accom- 
panied \nt\\  such  severe  cold  made  us  feel  it  bitterly  ;  and  Mr,  Gilpin  was 
seriously  frost-bitten  in  tlie  face  v/hile  preparing  the  dinner  and  getting  wood 
for  the  fire.  These  sudden  changes,  accompanied  with  a  keen  wind,  try  more 
than  a  far  lower  temperature.  Our  resting  place  was  in  an  open  valley,  exposed 
to  the  north.  I  vs^as  quite  thankful  when  the  Avind  went  down.  The  tupuc  in 
which  we  slept  going  up  was  not  a  mile  distant,  but  I  had  no  wish  to  try  it 
again,  more  particularly  as  Mr.  Gilpin  told  me  in  his  journey  up  he  had  slept 
there,  and  had  been  joined  by  two  other  parties,  who  so  filled  the  place  that  he 
could  not  stir  out  the  whole  night ;  and  that,  in  accordance  with  their  usual 
habits,  the  stench  became  almost  overpowering.  It  is  not  pleasant  to  dwell 
upon  these  things,  but  it  is  impossible  to  understand  what  these  people  are,  and 
how  revolting  they  at  times  become,  v/itliout  doing  so. 

Wednesday,  January  25. — Thermometer  — 35°,  A  beautiful  day,  but  very 
cold.  Thermometer — 28°,  travelling  along  the  rugged  chffs  of  Cape  York,  or 
that  part  of  the  coast  between  the  valley  beyond  the  Tussuc  and  Ccipe  York. 
Ravines,  steep  cliffs,  with  little  or  no  beach,  characterize  this  part.  No  drift- 
wood is  to  be  met  vfith,  and  it  vrould  not  be  easy  to  get  upon  the  land  in  any 
part,  or  to  find  20  square  feet  of  level  ground.  Snow  very  soft  and  heavy. 
Even  vdth  our  snow-shoes  we  sank  continually  above  the  ankles.  Just  at  sunset 
we  got  in  upon  the  beach  skirting  the  northern  shore  of  Port  Clarence,  and 
again  came  on  abundance  of  drift-wood.  A  remarkable  double  peaked 
points  out,  stands  by  itself  in  the  centre  of  this  valley,  which,  like  that  at  King- 
a-wic,  has  every  appearance  of  having  been  the  bed  of  a  river ;  but  there  is  no 
stream  of  any  magnitude  hereabouts.  Vie  were  all  suflering  from  diarrhoea. 
Natives  were  worse  than  we  vfere,  Mr.  Gilpin  suffered  very  much.  Some 
were  inclined  to  attribute  it  to  the  pemmican,  but  it  was  more  likely  the 
exposure  and  over  exertion  : — the  remedy,  morphine,  is  almost  as  bad  as  the 
disease,  it  produces  such  a  distressing  drowsiness,  when  we  feel  at  the  same 
time  that  every  exertion  is  absolutely  necessary.  Our  dogs  also  began  to  give 
way,  and  were  faihng  fast ;  from  the  first  they  were  not  by  any  means  powerful. 
The  day  was  so  clear  that  v/e  distinctly  saw  liatmanolf  or  Ikmaaktlitke,  one  of 
the  Diomede  Islands.  We  were  now  about  18  miles  from  the  ship,  and  had 
travelled  nine  hours,  accomplishing  about  12  miles.    Temperature  — 35°. 

Thursday,  January  26. — Temperatiue  minus  32°.  A  dark  and  gloomy 
morning.  I'hc  night  had  been  beautiful,  but  piercingly  cold.  The  inside  of 
the  tupuc  Vt'as  encased  in  ice.  We  were  rejoined  on  the  night  before  by  our 
companions  on  tlie  up  journey,  Inneraya,  her  husband,  and  child.  They  only 
left  King-a-ghee  on  Monday,  but,  as  1  said  before,  they  are  so  nmch  lighter  as 
to  luggage  than  we  are,  that  the)''  invariably  make  better  work  than  we  do, 
and  they  also  understand  how  to  manage  the  dogs  l)ettcr.  They  had  hut 
three  and  sometimes  only  two:  we  had  five  to  each  of  our  three  sledges;  not- 
withstandhig  tlieir  two  (logs  had  less  work  than  ours.  The  travelling  was  very 
good  now  we  were  on  the  Point  Jackson  lieach.  The  natives  erect  numerous 
mai-ks  on  these  flat  beaches,  to  guide  them  as  they  go  when  the,  snow  is 
deep  and  the  drifts  heavy.  We  also  came  across  some  of  the  stacks  we  had 
mafic  in  Septernbtr  and  October,  when  we  were  wooding  down  here  in  the  ship. 
We  got  over  about  10  miles  to  day.    'J'eiuperature  minus  20°. 

'•'Vidiiy,  Jiuiuary  27. — 'i'emperatin'c  — 23".  We  packed  up  for  the  last  time, 
mill  ahont  10  a.m.  got  sight  of  the  ship.    Travelling  was  heavy.    Men  and 
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dogs  were  both  complaining.  The  two  natives  were  both  suffering  much,  ca'^fpdncTof 
and  thej  had  been  of  great  assistance  to  us.  We  did  not  go  into  Sinnaramute,  ^^'^  nncto  aes 
but  kept  on  the  outer  beach.  However,  Pow-y-anna  sent  some  seal  and  a  bag- 
containing  hard  frozen  oil  to  "his  wife,  by  one  of  his  neighbours  whom  we  met 
on  the  road.  We  found  the  ice  had  in  many  parts  separated  from  the  land, 
leaving  broad  cracks,  sometimes  nearly  a  foot  in  Avidth ;  these  having  been 
filled  with  snow,  could  not  always  be  distinguished,  and  the  sledges  got  into 
them  every  now  and  then,  causing  us  much  delay.  Temperature  minus.  24°. 
About  5  P.M.  we  got  on  board,  and  were  glad,  to  find  all  well.  James  I.  used 
to  say  it  was  too  great  a  luxury  for  a  subject  to  scratch  himself ;  I  felt  it  to  be 
as  great  a  luxury  as  I  ever  enjoyed.  All  our  clothes  were  actually  lousj- ;  there- 
fore the  pleasure  of  taking  them  off  and  having  a  wash  may  be  easily  imagined. 


Orders  to  and  Proceedings  of  Mr.  Gilpin,  Clerk,  H.I\I.S.  "  Rattlesnake." 

Enclosure  2  in  Commander  Trollope's  Letter  to  the  Secretary 

of  the  Admiralty. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Rattlesnake," 
Memorandum.  Port  Clarence,  January  9,  1854. 

As  you  have  expressed  a  great  wish  to  be  employed  on  any  travelling 
party  that  may  be  necessary  in  carrying  out '  our  orders,  and  as  I  am  desirous 
that  an  officer  should  meet  me  on  my  return  from  examining  the  state  of  the  ice 
in  Behring's  Straits — I  wish  you  to  prepare  to  start  on  Thursday  the  12th 
instant,  taking  with  you  Edward  Hill,  ropemaker,  and  Pow-e-anna,  a  native  of 
Sin-a-ra-mute,  as  a  guide,  and  proceed  to  King-a-ghee  with  the  provisions  and 
presents,  (the  lists  of  which  are  prepared),  and  wait  three  days  for  my  return; 
making  all  enquiries  that  jour  knowledge  of  the  language  ma}'-  enable  you  to 
express,  and  endeavouring  to  ascertain  whether  any  idea  exists  among  the  natives 
about  Sir  John  Franklin's  expedition,  or  that  the  object  of  the  "  Rattlesnake's" 
wintering  in  Port  Clarence,  and  the  "Plover"  at  Point  Barrow,  is  to  afford  assis- 
tance to  our  shipwrecked  or  distressed  countrymen, 

I  should  wish  you  to  pay  liberally  for  anything,  keeping  an  account  of  the 
same  ;  and  taking  some  papers  expressing  our  object  in  wintering  here ,  to  give 
to  the  chief  at  King-a-ghee  ;  also  bring  a  tin  case  to  leave  a  record  of  our  visit, 
with  an  information-board,  to  be  placed  in  a  conspicuous  spot  at  Cape  Prince  of 
Wales. 

The  route  you  will  follow,  will  be  that  usually  taken  by  the  natives,  branching 
off  from  the  coast  after  leaving  Cape  York.  I  shall  be  employed  at  least  three 
days  after  arriving  at  King-a-ghee,  so  that  I  shall  expect  to  meet  you  there ; 
but  as  I  shall  leave  information  with  the  chief  of  my  proceedings  ;  ghould  I  be 
absent  when  you  arrive,  you  can  occupy  two  or  three  days  in  examining  the 
land  to  the  northward,  (particularly  observing  the  state  of  the  ice,)  and  in 
endeavouring  to  explain  to  the  natives  the  object  of  our  search  ;  but  as  I  should 
be  sorry  to  miss  you,  or  be  in  doubt  as  to  your  proceedings,  I  do  not  by  any 
means  wish  you  to  prolong  this  search  beyond  three  days. 

If  I  do  not  return  on  Wednesday,  18th  January,  I  should  wish  you  to  remain 
at  King-a-ghee  until  you  have  only  five  days' provisions  left,  when  you  will  leave 
the  week's  spare  provisions  for  us  with  Ar-na,rk-look  (Kaimoky's  friend)  or  with 
Ark-roo-ark,  the  chief,  as  you  may  find  best,  and  return  to  the  ship  with  all  the 
information  yon  can  acquire  as  to  our  proceediiigs,  the  wind  or  weather,  or  any 
thing  that  may  tend  to  show  Avhen  it  it  probable  that  we  shall  return,  or  if  it  is 
necessary  that  we  should  receive  more  assistance  from  on  board. 

(Signed)        Henry  Trollope, 

To  Mr.  Henry  Gilpin,  Clerk,  Commander. 
H.  M.  S.  "  Rattlesnake." 


Enclosure  3  in  Commander  Trollope's  Letter  to  the  Secretary 
OF  the  Admiralty. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Rattlesnake," 
Sir,  Port  Clarence,  January  28,  1853. 

In  compliance  with  your  orders  of  the  9th  instant,  directing  me  to  proceed 
to  the  native  village  King-a-ghee,  at  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  to  meet  you  with  a 
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supply  of  provisions  for  yourself  and  party,  and  presents  f(;r  tlie  natives,  I  beg 
leave'to  enclose  lierewith  a  journal  of  my  proceedings  for  your  inforujation. 

I  have,  &c., 

Commander  Henry  Trollope,  (Signed)       Hkniiy  Gilpin,  Clerk. 

II.  M.  S.  "  Rattlesnake." 


Sunday  15th. 
January  1853. 
Temperature  25  +  , 


Temperature  31 -f. 

Monday  16th. 
Temperature  19  r. 


Temptirdture  22  + . 

Tuesday  17th. 
Temperature  24  + . 


Temperature  25  + . 
Wednesday  18th, 


Temperature  18  + . 

Thursday  19th. 
Temperature  20  + . 


Friday  2!0th. 
Temperature  28  4 


fi;i!linl!ly  lilHt. 


Mr.  Gilpin's  Journal. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Rattlesnake," 
Port  Clarence,  .January  28,  1 853. 
Left  the  ship  at  8  a.m.  for  King-a-ghee ;  stopped  at  native  village  Sin-a-ra-mute 
for  half-an-hour  to  get  a  second  sledge-skin,  and  to  give  presents  to  natives  in 
compliance  with  Captain's  orders  ;  all  much  pleased.  Proceeded  on  the  lagoon, 
but  sledge  sinking  deep  in  sludge  ice  we  were  on  one  occasion,  obliged  to  take 
all  the  provisions,  &c.  out  of  the  sledge,  and  carry  Ihem  20  yards  in  advance  to 
get  it  out  of  the  ice.  Got  on  the  beach  ;  snow  soft  and  deep  ;  bad  travelling  ; 
stopped  at  4  p.m.  for  the  night;  supposed  distance  made,  good  15  miles. 

Started  at  8.30  a.m.,  struck  across  lagoon  to  get  on  outer  spit,  stopped  three 
times  by  sledge  sinking  deep  in  sludge  ice;  party  of  natives  joined  us  on  their 
way  to  King-a-ghee  :  too  thick  to  see  any  distance  ;  travelling  on  spit  uneven ; 
and  bad  ice  outside,  hummocky,  as  far  as  I  could  see,  apparently  firm.  An  abun- 
dance of  excellent  drift-Avood  all  along  the  spit,  some  very  good  large  spars. 
Passed  over  a  river  on  to  the  land  about  four  miles  from  Cape  York  ;  stopped  at 
3.30  P.M.  about  two  miles  from  Cape  York  ;  supposed  distance  gone,  1 1  miles. 

Started  about  7-30,  a  very  disagreeable  m.orning,  very  dense  fog,  which  con- 
tinued all  day ;  snow  very  soft  and  deep,  travelling  very  heavy ;  stopped  at 
native  hut  at  Ag-go-luk ;  after  getting  all  our  gear  into  hut,  and  making  com- 
fortable for  the  night,  was  disagreeably  surprised  to  hear  that  a  sledge  with 
eight  natives  were  coming  ;  passed  a  most  disagreeable  night  in  a  small  hut  with 
18  other  persons.   Supposed' distance  gone,  eight  miles. 

Started  about  two  hours  before  daybreak ;  two  native  sledges  in  company, 
gnow  soft  and  bad  travelling  over  the  land  ;  for  about  three  miles  on  the  ice 
smooth  and  good  travelling;  stopped  at  three  natives  huts  (King-ow-wuk)  to 
shift  some  of  our  gear  to  an  empty  sledge  going  to  King-a-ghee.  From  this 
place,  as  far  as  the  eye  could  see,  the  ice  very  hummocky  ;  proceeded  over  it 
for  about  two  miles,  then  got  on  the  land,  where  we  found  it  very  fair  travelling. 
Stopped  on  the  high  land  about  4  p.m.  ;  supposed  distance  gone  about  18  or  19 
miles.    Saw  two  hares,  the  only  living  things  since  leaving  the  ship. 

Started  at  8.30,  proceeded  along  the  beach  for  about  two  miles,  when  we 
attempted  to  go  over  the  land  to  King-a-ghee  ;  but  finding  the  snoAV  too  deep 
and  soft,  continued  on  the  beach,  and  from  thence  on  the  ice  round  Cape  Prince 
of  Wales  ;  ice  more  hummocky  and  worse  travelling  than  hitherto  ;  had  great 
difficulty  in  getting  tlije  sledge  along.  Observed  the  ice  two  or  three  miles  from 
the  shore  drifting  through  the  strait  to  the  northward  and  eastward.  Several 
ravens  about  the  high  land.  In  the  morning,  on  the  beach,  saw  three  ton  casks, 
one  with  a  small  quantity  of  oil  in  it,  also  large  pieces  of  whale,  no  doubt  left 
by  some  whale  ship.  Arrived  at  King-a-ghee  about  noon ;  found  here  Com- 
mander Trollope  and  Mr.  Stevenson,  they  having  arrived  the  previous  day. 

Since  leaving  the  ship  have  not  seen  any  brushwood  or  tree  of  any  description 
growing. 

Fine  clear  day.  Observed  the  open  water  in  the  strait,  about  two  miles 
from  the  shore,  also  the  ice  drifting  fast  to  the  northward  and  eastward.  Found 
tlie  natives  very  attentive  and  civil,  not  incHned  to  steal;  huts  large  and  clean. 
Natives  do  not  appear  to  know  why  we  are  wintering  at  Port  Clarence,  nor 
were  they  aware  of  the  "  Plover's"  being  at  Point  13arrow,  or  that  any  of  our 
countrymen  had  lost  themselves.  As  avcI!  as  1  could  understand,  they  stated 
that  it  was  very  uncertain  when  it  would  be  possible  to  cross  over  to  the  coast 
of  Asia  on  th(>  ice;  tliey  told  me  they  did  so  when  the  weather  was  very  cold 
with  110  wind. 

1  I  A.M.  started  from  Kiiig-a,-ghee  for  the  sliip  witli  the  captain,  found  the 
snow  soft  and  deep,  ice  very  hummocky  ;  had  niuch  didicidty  to  get  sledges  along; 
snowing  fast  mH  day,  with  ;t  fresli  bree/e  in  our  faces.  Stop})eu  about  i  vm. 
on  llie  spit  close  to  (Jape  I'rince  of  Wales;  found  my  sk'dge  broken  hi  three 
placcw  ;  (listanco  gone,  about  six  miioH. 
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after  daylight,  shortly  after  several  natives  arrived  from  King- 


on  driving  sledges,  to  know  if  we  required  any  assistance,  as  they 
of  our  sledges 


Got  up  soon 
a-ghee, 

heard  one  of  our  sledges  had  broken  down.  Repaired  sledge.  Just  before 
leaving  found  some  of  the  natives  inclined  to  steal,  Mr.  Stevenson  having  lost 
his  knife  and  I  my  flint  and  steel.  Started  about  noon  ;  snow  soft,  and  bad 
travelling,  made  but  little  Avay ;  stopped  about  3  p.m.,  having  gone  about  six 
miles. 

Started  about  8.30,  but  owing  to  the  snowdrift  the  last  few  days,  found  it 
very  bad  travelling,  strong  wind  in  our  faces  all  day,  snov/  falling  fast.  A  most 
disagreeable  day.  Stopped  about  a  mile  from  King-ovv-wuls,  about  sunset; 
distance  gone  about  eight  miles. 

Bitter  cold  morning.  Outline  of  land  from  Cape  Prince  of  Wales  to  Cape- 
York  very  distinct,  everything  frozen  hard  ;  much  snowdrift  during  the  night. 
Pow-e-ana,  native,  borrowed  a  sledge  from  people  at  King-ow-wuk,  thinking  wi> 
should  do  better  with  three  sledges ;  travelling  bad,  sinking  up  to  our  ankles 
in  the  snow  with  snow-shoes.  A  most  beautiful  day.  Stopped  at  sunset  a  short 
distance  from  native  hut  at  Ag-go-luk  ;  supposed  distance  gone  eight  miles. 

Fine  day,  ice  hummocky,  snow  soft  and  deep,  sledge  sinking  below  the 
runners  ;  stopped  soon  after  sunset  about  three  miles  to  the  southward  of  Cape 
York,  on  the  land.  Joined  by  three  natives  on  their  way  to  Sin-a-ra-mute  ; 
supposed  distance  gone  1 1  miles.    Suffering  from  diarrhoea. 

Thick  day,  small  snow  falling,  good  travelling.  Mr.  Stevenson,  Tou-tar- 
shik,  native,  and  myself,  suffering  from  diarrhoea.  Stopped  on  the  spit  at 
sunset ;  distance,  about  ten  miles — about  12  miles  from  ship. 

A  beautiful  day,  good  travelling.  Arrived  on  board  the  ship  about  4  p.m. 
All  well. 

I  beg  respectfully  to  suggest,  that  in  the  event  of  any  other  parties  being 
sent  away,  one  gill  of  spirits  and  half  an  ounce  of  tea  should  be  supplied  as  a 
daily  allowance  for  each  person. 

I  have  much  pleasure  in  stating  that  Edward  Hill,  ropemaker,  conducted 
himself  much  to  my  satisfaction,  and  the  native,  Pow-e-anna,  proved  himself  a 


an  excellent  willing  man. 


Sunday  22d. 


Monday  23d. 
Temperature  22  + . 


Temperature  18  + . 

Tuesday  24tli. 
emperature  0. 


Wednesday  25th. 
Temperature  24— . 


Temperature  'J6  —  . 

Thursday  26th 
Temperature  26—. 

Temperature  28  —  . 

Friday  27th. 
Temperature  22—. 


Henry  Gilpin,  Clerk. 


Orders  to  and  Proceedings  of  Mr.  PIobson,  Mate,  H.M.S.  "Rattlesnake," 
and  Mr.  Bourchier,  Assistant  Master. 

Enclosure  4  in  Commander  Trollope's  Letter  to  the  Secretary 

OF  THE  Admiralty. 

Her  Majesty's  Sloop,  "  Rattlesnake," 
Sir,  Port  Clarence,  February  9,  1854. 

As  I  consider  that  it  wtII  be  satisfactory  to  their  Lordships,  if  Kotzebue 
Sound  was  visited,  and  the  state  of  the  cache  left  there  by  H.M.S.  "  Plover"  in 
1850  examined,  it  is  my  direction  that  you  proceed  to  Chamisso  Island,  by 
the  following  route,  Toop-cut-atawne,  Tok-sook,  Cove-e-aruk,  Kek-to-a-luk, 
Ko-gru-park,  Oboli,  Show-e-yuk,  thence  to  the  head  waters  of  the  Spafarief,  on 
to  Spafarief  inlet,  and  across  the  Sound  to  Chamisso  Island.  As  far  as  we  can 
discover,  this  route  appears  tolerably  easy,  with  the  farther  advantage  of  being 
much  frequented  by  the  natives. 

Kotzebue  Sound  was  the  original  rendezvous  agreed  upon  Avith  Captain 
Franklin  and  Captain  Beechej^  in  1826  and  1827;  and  on  the  "  Investigator' 
leaving  the  "  Herald"  in  August,  1850,  it  was  not  definitively  settled  whether 
Kotzebue  Sound  would,  or  would  not,  be  the  wintering  place  for  the  "  Plover," 
therefore  it  might  possibly  happen  that  Sir  John  Franklin  or  Captain  M'Lurc 
might  seek  it  as  a  rendezvous ;  it  is  with  this  view  that  I  send  you  there. 

You  will  be  supplied  with  every  comfort  we  can  give,  and  I  trust  entirely  to 
your  care  and  caution  in  preserving  yourself  and  your  men  from  frostbite,  and 
other  casualties ;  remembering  how  much  may  be  done,  and  has  been  done  in 
far  more  difficult  circumstances,  and  how  utterly  want  of  forethought  may  mar 
every  effort,  and  seriously  interfere  with  the  more  important  destination  of  the 
ship. 

You  will  be  accompanied  by  Henry  Toms,  A.B.  and  William  Lee,  A.B,, 
and  will  have  provisions  for  38  days. 
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Orders  to,  and  On  arriving  at  CliarniKso  you  will  examine  the  place  marked  in  the  chart, 

mTSS  Mate.     near  tlic  cliff,'  close  to  the  lel't^hand  or  iiortli-west  root  of  the  spit,  on  the  N.K. 
-—  side  of  the  island,  as  the  spot  in  which,  the  provisions  were  buried,  and  as  far  as 

may  be,  satisfy  yourself  that  they  liave  not  been  disturbed,  but  v/ithoi  it  attempt- 
ing to  dig  them  up.  You  will  then  ascend  to  the  summit  of  the  island,  and 
nail  an  information-board  on  the  post  erected  by  the  "  Herald,"  burying,  10  feet 
magnetic  north  from  the  post,  a  tin  cylinder  with  an  account  of  your  prrjceed- 
ings,  the  date  of  your  leaving  the  ship,  of  your  arrival  at  Chamisso,  and  anything 
you  may  consider  useful  in  aiding  a  party  to  reach  this  ship. 

You  will  keep  a  journal  of  your  proceedings,  with  an  account  of  the  weather, 
&c.,  and  any  remarks,  however  simple,  that  tend  to  give  knowledge  of  the 
country,  its  contour,  the  trend  of  the  valleys,  the  height  of  the  hills,  rivers,  trees, 
brushwood,  drift-wood,  &c.,  the  number  of  inhabitants,  their  food  and  clothing, 
the  number  of  dogs  they  keep,  &c.  must  always  be  useful  and  interesting. 
Pay  particular  ai.i  eution  to  the  state  of  the  ice  in  Kotzebue  Sound,  in  Spafarief 
Bay,  as  well  as  between  Choris  and  Chamisso. 

You  will  use  the  utmost  care  in  issuing  and  economising  your  provisions,  and 
as  3^ou  are  amply  supplied  with  the  means  of  barter,  procure,  whenever  it  is 
possible  to  do  so,  venison  and  fish  ;  so  that  in  the  event  of  being  detained  by 
bad  weather,  you  Avill  not  be  distressed  for  food ;  with  this  view  you  will  of 
course  refrain  from  using  your  own  store,  when  other  food  is  to  be  had. 

Pay  liberally  for  anj^thing  yon  may  buy,  or  for  any  assistance  you  may 
receive  from  the  natives,  and  cultivate  a  good  imderstanding  wiiih  them, 
endeavouring  as  far  as  you  can,  to  make  them  understand  that  our  object  in 
being  here,  is  to  relieve  our  distressed  and  sta,rving  countrymen,  and  that  any 
assistance  they  grant  them,  v/ill  be  amply  repaid. 

You  will  keep  an  account  of  your  expenses,  both  as  regards  presents  and 
barter,  for  my  information  on  your  return. 

On  Sundays  I  w^ish  you  to  start  an  hour  later  in  the  morning,  and  pitch  your 
tent  an  hour  earlier,  so  that  you  may  have  time  to  read  the  prayers  and  psalms 
for  the  day,  morning  and  evening. 

After  remaining  a  day  at  Chamisso,  and  making  every  inquiry  in  your  power 
of  any  natives  you  may  meet,  I  wish  you  to  use  all  despatch  in  returning  to 
the  ship  by  the  speediest  and  most  practicable  route. 

(Signed)       Henry  Trollope, 

Mr.  William  R.  Hobson,  Mate,  Commander. 
H.M.S.  "Rattlesnake." 


Enclosure  5  in  Commander  Trollope's  Letter  to  the  Secretary 

OF  THE  Admiralty. 

Her  Majesty's  Sloop  "  Rattlesnake," 
Memorandum.  Port  Clarence,  March  21,  1854. 

As  Mr.  Hobson  and  party  were  only  provisioned  up  to  this  date,  and  as 
we  hear  no  tidings  of  his  return  as  far  as  Tox-sook  ;  I  am  desirous  of  sending  a 
farther  supply  to  meet  him  at  Show-e-yuk,  about  35  or  40  leagues  distant.  I 
therefore  wish  you  to  proceed  in  that  direction  on  Tuesday,  March  21,  taking 
with  you  Edward  Hill  and  Henry  Reynolds,  provisioned  for  21  days,  with  a 
farther  supply  of  eight  days  for  Mr.  llobson,  Henry  Toms,  and  William  Lee. 

You  will  make  every  in(]uii-y  on  you  r  road  to  avoid  the  chance  of  passing  him 
without  l)eing  aware  of  it,  and  leave  the  letters  1  have  given  you  at  ('ov-e-arick, 
Kok-too-a-luk,  Ko-groo-paik  and  Oboll,  or  any  other  place  you  may  consider 
advisable,  witli  such  further  intclh'gence  ol'  3'our  own  proceedings  as  3'ou  may 
consider  would  be  of  service  to  him  on  his  return.  On  arriving  at  Show-e-yuk, 
you  will  of  course  make  all  inquiries,  and  if  unable  to  elicit  any  information 
from  the  natives,  as  to  Mr.  Hobson,  you  will,  after  remaiin'ng  one  or  two  days, 
leave  the  ])rovisions  (with  whoever  you  consider  most  trustworthy),  and  a 
letter  detailing  your  proceedings  for  Mr.  Hobsou's  information,  and  return  with 
all  speed  to  the  ship. 

After  leaving  Show-e-yuk,  I  do  not  know  wliich  route  Mr.  Hobson  pursued, 
tlnTcfore  I  do  noj,  wish  )'ou  to  proceed  Ix'yond  that  ])lace,  unless  indeed  you 
have  certain  inforinalion  as  to  his  position,  when  you  would  of  course  endeavour 
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to  reach  him.    As  _yoii  have  had  great  experience  in  travelling  in  these  regions,  Oiders  to,  and 
I  need  hardly  repeat  the  necessity  tlicre  is  for  t;iking  due  care  of  yourself  and  ^^l^^^ 

the  men  accompanjnng  you.    On  no  account  omit  changing  at  night,  always     '   L 

keeping  dry  socks  and  mocassins  for  that  purpose,  even  if  you  have  to  put  wet 
ones  on  re-commencing  the  journey.  I  always  wish  the  Sunday  observed  by 
reading  the  prayers  and  psalms  for  the  day,  and  also,  if  practicable,  by  making  a 
shorter  journey  than  on  other  days. 

Given  under  my  hand  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Sloop  "  Rattlesnake,"  Fort 
Clarence,  March  21,  1854. 

(Signed)       Henry  Trollope, 
Mr.  Thomas  Bourchier,  Acting  Master,  Commander. 
H.M.S.  "Rattlesnake." 


Enclosure  6  in  Commander  Trollope's  Letter  to  the  Secretary 

OF  THE  Admiralty. 

H.M.  Sloop  "Rattlesnake,"  Port  Clarence, 
Sir,  April  Uth,  1854. 

I  'HAVE  the  honour  to  in  form  you  that,  in  pursuance  of  your  order,  dated 
February  9th,  1854,  I  have  visited  Chamisso  Island  and  examined  the  site  of  the 
provisions  left  there  by  H.M.  sloop  "  Plover"  in  1850,  bmying  a  record  of  my 
having  been  there,  ten  feet  magnetic  north  from  the  pole  erected  by  H.M.S. 
"  Herald,"  witli  information  as  to  the  route  that  should  be  pursued  by  a  party 
retreating  upon  this  vessel.  We  reached  Chamisso  on  Sunday  evening,  March 
5th,  having  followed  the  route  laid  down  in  your  orders,  as  far  as  Show-e-yok, 
Avhich  lies  about  120  miles  to  the  north-east  of  this  place,  after  which  it  was  no 
further  practicable. 

The  coast  was  struck  about  85  miles  to  the  westward  of  Cape  Deceit,  on  the 
ninth  day  after  leaving  Show-e-yok,  at  which  place  my  guide  deserted  me,  and  I 
obtained  another  with  considerable  difficulty,  for  the  revfard  of  a  double- 
barrelled  gun.  The  road  by  which  he  led  me  is  little  frequented  by  the  natives, 
of  whom  very  few  were  met  with.  After  a  careful  examination  of  the  place,  I 
am  convinced  that  the  depot  is  unbroken,  but  the  notice  painted  on  the  rock 
overhead  is  nearly  effaced,  and  at  present  illegible.  The  only  word  I  could 
distinguish  was  "provisions,"  with  the  date  (1850),  and  a  few  straggling  letters. 
It  would,  probably,  be  more  legible  v/hen  the  frost  is  off  the  ground.  The 
fragments  of  a  heavy  clinker-built  boat,  completely  destroyed,  are  strewed  about 
the  place.  We  started  on  our  return  to  the  ship  on  the  6th.  Met  Mr.  Bourchier 
with  a  supply  of  provisions  for  us  on  the  24th,  and  reached  the  "Rattlesnake"  at 
6.30  P.M.  of  the  27th  March,  having  been  absent  47  days,  and  travelled  560 
miles.  During  the  vdiole  time  we  have  enjoyed  perfect  healtli,  and  returned 
none  the  worse  for  the  severity  of  the  weather  we  experienced. 

Our  progress  has  been  much  delaj^cd  by  bad  weather,  and  the  loss  of  our 
dogs,  which,  notwithstanding  that  we  were  able  (with  one  short  interval)  to  pro- 
cure them  ample  food,  with  only  two  exceptions  fell  victims  to  a  distemper 
prevalent  amongst  the  native  dogs. 

Our  treatment  by  the  natives  has  been  hospitable,  and  our  intercourse  with 
them  most  friendly,  Vv  ith  the  exception  of  those  at  Shov\^-e-yok,  v/ho  robbed  us, 
and  on  our  second  visit  seemed  much  inclined  to  molest  us,  the  particulars  of 
which  are  given  in  my  journal. 

I  do  not  think  that  they  comprehend  the  object  of  our  visit,  and  seem  to  pay 
little  attention  to  promises  of  future  reward  for  assistance  they  may  render  to 
people  whose  business  or  situation  they  are  unable  to  understand. 

The  ground  ayc  have  passed  over  is  an  almost  unvaried  succession  of  lovv' 
rounded  hills,  composed  of  morass  ;  no  vegetation  is  seen,  except  on  tlie  banks 
of  the  rivers,  which  are  tolerably  thickly  clothed  with  dwarf  willow.  I  have 
seen  nothing  that  would  bear  the  name  of  a  tree  in  the  whole  distance  travelled. 
I  herewith  forward  a  journal  of  my  proceeding-s,  with  such  remarks  as  I  have 
been  able  to  make  on  the  heads  pointed  out  in  your  orders.  I  can  suggest  no 
other  improvements  in  the  victualling  of  any  future  parties  that  may  leave  the 
ship  than  that  the  meat  taken  should  be  equal  parts  of  preserved  meat  and 
pemmican,  and  an  increased  allowance  of  Edwards'  preserved  potatoes.  The 
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mm  should  be  concentrated,  as  we  found  that,  wlien  j'educcfJ,  it  frozG  with  a 
comparatively  high  temperature. 

In  conclusion,  I  beg  to  recommend  to  your  favourable  notice  tiie  two  men 
who  accompanied  me,  namely,  Henry  Toms  (A.B.)  and  William  Lcc  (A.B.) 
Their  conduct  (hiring  our  absence  from  the  ship  has  been  most  praiseworthy ; 
they  were  active,  willing,  and  cheerful  througlumt. 

I  have,  <?tc. 

William  R.  Hoijson, 
Mate  H.M.  Sloop  "  llattlcsnake." 


Journal  of  the  Proceedings  of  Mr.  W.  R.  Houson  (Mate)  and  Party  under 

HIS  Charge,  whilst  travelling  from  Port  Clarence  to  Chamisso  Island, 
and  returning  to  the  Ship.  Between  February  9  and  March  27,  1854 
(mclusive). 

Journal  of  Mr.  Hobsou,  *Thm-sday,  February  9,  1 '^54. — Thermometer  -33°.  Started  from  the  ship 
Mate,  from  Port  'j      A.M.,  witli  two  slcdgcs,  nine  dogs,  and  provisions  for  38  days,  accom- 

Clarence  to  Chaimsso  •    i  i       .  r  n-i  /  a   t-»  \        i  tutmi'        t        /  a   t)  \ 

Island  and  back.       pamcd  by  Henry  ioms  (A.B.)  and  William  i^ee  (A.B.j 

On  first  starting  we  had  no  difficulty  in  getting  on,  but  in  crossing  Grantley 
Harbour  found  the  snow  heavy  and  our  strength  insufficient.  After  trying 
every  method  I  could  devise,  without  success,  we  were  obliged  to  quit  one 
sledge  and  drag  the  other  to  the  beach,  returning  for  the  secon-d  as  soon  as  we 
landed  ;  this  caused  a  delay  of  not  less  than  two  hours.  One  of  the  sledge 
dogs  here  refused  work  ;  he  had  shown  symptoms  of  illness  before  leaving  the 
ship,  I  therefore  had  him  cast  off  to  return  if  he  can.  Found  the  travelling 
along  the  beach  easier,  but  still  had  great  trouble  in  getting  both  sledges  along 
together.  At  sunset  we  were  about  two  miles  from  Tup-cut-a-toui,  and  the 
dogs  so  fagged  as  to  be  unable  to  get  on,  we  were  therefore  obliged  to  put  all 
our  strength  on  the  heavy  sledge,  leaving  the  other  ;  shortly  after  doing  so,  met 
Tudlig,  who  is  to  be  our  guide,  and  reached  Tup-cut-a-toui,  about  .5.30,  from 
which  place  I  despatched  a  native  and  four  fresh  dogs  to  bring  up  the  light 
sledge  ;  it  arrived  in  about  an  hour  and  a  half.  We  j)ut  up  here  for  the  night. 
Time  of  travelling  10  hours  ;  distance  about  10  miles.  Several  deer  were  seen 
in  the  distance  during  the  day.  The  number  of  natives  at  this  place  is  about 
30,  present  at  all  of  whom  are  suffering  from  coughs. 

February  10. — Thermometer  —  30°.  Packed  and  started  about  8  a.m., 
accompanied  by  TudKg  and  his  wife,  having  borrowed  one  dog.  The  morning 
was  clear,  with  a  keen  N.E.  wind,  which  Ave  lost  on  entering  the  gorge ;  found 
the  travelling  very  good.  The  ice  had  in  many  places  fallen  away  from  the 
beach,  in  such  a  manner  as  to  appear  that  the  Avater  has  fallen  considerably 
since  its  first  being  frozen  over  ;  several  hares  were  seen  whilst  passing  through 
the  gorge,  where  the  cliffs  are  high  and  steep ;  it  is  the  mouth  of  the  river 
Cug-i-oe-to-uk. 

At  1 1.30  reached  Tocsuc,  a  village  of  three  huts  ;  I  tried  to  purchase  a  dog 
there  but  without  success  ;  there  were  only  three  about  the  place.  Foreseeing  a 
night  in  the  snow,  I  procured  a  set  of  benders,  to  make  a  hut  with.  Proceeded 
after  remaining  about  half  an  hour  in  the  village.  Shortly  afterwards  a  herd  of 
1 1  deer  passed  almost  within  gun-shot  distance  of  the  sledges.  We  were  noAV 
crossing  a  large  sheet  of  water,  almost  a  lake,  called  by  the  natives  I-mou-ruk, 
where  the  travelling  was  very  heavy.  At  four  o'clock,  having  reached  the  last 
point  where  avo  could  obtain  brushwood,  pitched  for  the  night,  under  the  lee  of 
a  cliff  Our  hut  is  made  with  seven  slight  bent  poles  or  benders,  and  the  sledge 
skins,  which  are  each  six  deer  skins  sewn  together.  The  poles  are  fixed  in  the 
snow,  bent  over  at  the  top,  and  lashed,  forming  a  circular  fiamework  about 
four  i'eet  high  in  the  centre,  and  covering  just  suflicient  space  to  allow  five  per- 
sons to  lie  upon.  The  snow  shoes  are  stuck  into  the  snow  between  the  poles 
to  ])revent  the  lower  part  of  the  skins  from  being  ])resscd  in.  The  sledge  skins 
are  then  tlii'own  ovei',  iuid  snow  heaped  round  the  sides  to  keep  the  wind  out. 
When  ])rocural)le,  a  little  dry  brushwood  to  lie  u])on.  This  is  the  native  plan, 
to  wliich  w(!  add  our  tent  bottom,  which  is  a  great  improvement.  Time  of  tra 
veiling  eight  hours ;  distance  about  11  miles,  (loing  out  of  the  hut  a  little 
before  12  o'clock,  T  observed  the  tliermometer  standing  at  —  39"?  wilh  rather  a 
good  auroi'a.    On  taking  the  glass  inside  it  I'ose  to  +05°. 
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February  11. — Thermometer  ^ — 36°.  Packed  and  started  at  6.30  a.m.,  crossmg  Journal  of  Mr.  Hobson, 
the  lake.  On  our  right  hand  the  Kig-li-wi-ak  hills  rise  almost  abruptly  from  the  ckrencT to  Chamisso 
margin,  whilst  on  the  left  the  land  is  low,  and  composed  of  the  low  rounded  island  and  back, 
hills  which  seem  to  be  the  main  feature  of  the  country  about  here.    I  observed 
a  deep  gorge  leading  to  the  eastward,  through  the  Kig-li-wi-ak  range.  After 
travelling  about  two  hours,  found  the  second  sledge  considerably  in  the  rear ; 
stopped,  and  sent  the  dogs  back ;  on  its  coming  up  shifted  the  weights,  and 
gave  them  one  of  our  dogs.    Arrived  at  Cuv-vi-i-rook  at  6.45,  after  12^  hours 
of  heavy  dragging,  during  which  time  we  travelled  about  18  miles.    Put  up  for 
the  night  at  a  deserted  hut ;  there  are  seven  here,  all  large.    The  inhabitants 
are  absent  now,  hunting. 

February  12. — Thermometer  —  34°.  Read  prayers.  Started  at  8.30.  In 
getting  the  sledges  down  a  steep  bank,  the  light  one  (No.  4)  broke  down,  and 
was  taken  back  to  the  hut,  where  I  left  it,  and  the  sledge  skin  lent  by  Ki-mo-ki; 
packed  eveiything  on  the  remaining  sledge  and  proceeded ;  it  v/as  nearly  ten 
o'clock  before  we  got  away.  Struck  the  banks  of  a  river  called  by  the  natives 
Cug-i-oe-to-uk,  almost  immediately  up  which  we  travelled,  at  times  striking 
across  the  land  to  avoid  a  bend  of  the  stream.  The  travelling  generally  was 
very  heavy,  it  being  at  tiines  as  much  as  we  could  do  to  start  the  overloaded 
sledge.  At  3.30  arrived  at  two  huts  called  Hung-i-ow-ret,  where  there  are 
about  30  inhabitants,  childi'en  forming  the  greater  part  of  the  number.  The 
banks  of  the  river  are  thickly  clothed  with  brushwood  (dwarf  willow),  amongst 
wdiich  a  great  number  of  ptarmigan  Avere  seen.  As  we  are  informed  that  the 
road  to  Kek-to-a-lek  is  very  bad,  I  resolved  on  not  pushing  on.  I  am  not  alto- 
gether sorry  that  we  have  made  such  a  short  day's  work,  as  it  is  Sunday,  and 
our  clothes  want  drying ;  the  dogs  will  be  none  the  w^orse  for  a  little  rest.  The 
huts  here  are  small  and  dirty,  but  the  people  seem  tolerably  well  off ;  they  have 
abundance  of  hares,  ptarmigan,  and  fish,  and  a  good  many  dogs.  Read  the  even- 
ing service. 

February  13. — ^Thermometer  — •  40°.  A  clear  calm  morning.  Started  at 
seven,  having  bartered  seven  ptarmigan.  Found  the  road  overland  so  bad  as  to 
force  us  to  keep  the  course  of  the  river,  which  was  pretty  fair  travelling,  but 
increases  the  distance  much.  The  banks  are  thickly  lined  with  brushwood  and 
literally  teaming  with  ptarmigan.  The  sledge  running  tolerably  lightly,  I  got  out 
of  harness  and  shot  three ;  I  could  easily  have  killed  many  more,  but  they  sat  on. 
the  bushes  in  places  where  they  would  have  fallen  into  thick  snow  and  been  lost ; 
even  shouting  at  them  would  not  make  them  fly.  At  1  p.m.,  passed  Kek-to-a-lek, 
which  is  deserted ;  opposite  this  place  we  found  clear  running  Avater,  where  the 
river  had  been  da,inmed,  seemingly  for  the  purpose  of  fishing.  3.30  arrived  at 
Noo-kei-row-e-lek,  two  inhabited  huts  ;  the  people  seem  well  off,  but  refuse  to 
sell  anything  for  dogs'  food ;  I  therefore  fed  them  on  ptarmigan,  reserving  the 
remains  of  what  was  brought  from  the  ship  as  a  stand  by.  Shortly  after  our 
arrival  a  man  brought  in  four  hares  he  had  just  snared.  There  are  about  15 
inhabitants  here ;  they  will  by  no  means  permit  us  to  put  anything  on  their  fire, 
although  there  is  a  large  one  in  the  hut ;  there  seems  to  be  some  superstition 
against  it.  They  have  many  dogs,  but  refuse  to  sell  any.  Time  of  travelling, 
nine  hours  ;  distance,  1 6  miles.  The  temperature  has  been  so  low  to-day  that 
some  brandy  I  had  with  me  Avas  frozen,  no  uncommon  occurrence  Avith  the 
reduced  rum. 

February  14. — ^Thermometer  —  22°.  Started  at  7  a.m.,  a  fine  clear  morning, 
with  a  light  northerly  breeze.  Found  the  tra\^elling  good,  making  considerable 
progress  along  the  river.  8  30,  struck  across  a  piece  of  land  Avhere  the  road 
was  better  than  any  land  travelling  Ave  have  yet  met  Avith.  On  striking  the 
course  of  the  stream  again  we  Avere  obliged  to  take  the  dogs  out  and  loAA'er  the 
sledge  doAvn  a  steep  bank.  Since  starting  this  morning,  we  have  been  passing 
some  strange  peaks  on  our  right ;  one  on  the  top  of  a  slightly  rounded  hill  has 
much  the  appearance  of  a  ruined  fortification.  The  banks  of  the  riA'er  are  less 
thickly  clothed  than  nearer  the  mouth.  A  few  ptarmigan  Avere  seen.  During 
the  day  Ave  passed  two  inhabited  huts,  at  the  first  of  AA^hich  aa^c  Avere  unable  to 
procure  dog's  food,  but  succeded  in  getting  some  large  fish  at  the  second.  It 
Avas  about  3.30  p.m.  Avhen  Ave  passed  this  hut,  and  Tudlig,  A'/ho  had  become  ex- 
ceedingly lazy  and  useless,  Avanted  to  remain  ;  I  hoAvever  determined  on  pushing 
on.  He  remained  behind  on  pretence  of  getting  his  moccassins  mended,  saying 
he  would  follow.    After  travelling  until  dark,  Ave  saw  tAVO  deserted  huts  and  a 
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Journal ofMr.Hobsoii,  boadar,  whicli  I  supposcd  to  be  Ko-gm-poik,  tJic  place  I  wanted  to  fctcli,  and 
SencTto Smisso  prcparcd  to  remain  there  for  the  niglit.  Wlien  the  sledges  were  unpacked  and 
Island  and  back.        the  hut  cleared,  'I'udlig,  aiid  his  wife,  who  had  also  remained  behind,  came  up 

  and  told  us  we  were  not  at  Ko-gru-poik  ;  it  was  too  late  now,  so  we  had  to 

make  the  best  of  it.  The  hut  we  chose,  although  bettei'  than  the  other,  is 
little  short  of  ruinous.  We  found  it  excessively  cold  during  the  night,  I'rom 
which  cause  my  watch  stopped  ;  this  will  prove  a  great  inconvenience.  Time 
of  travelling,  11  hours;  distance,  15  miles. 

Wednesday,  February  15. — Thermometer —  22"^.  Packed  and  started  about 
8.30,  having  made  a  later  start  than  usual,  from  misjudging  the  time.  Passed 
Ko-gru-poik  about  11.30,  and  pushed  on  without  stopping,  hoping  to  reach 
Obeli  to-night ;  the  road,  however,  became  so  heavy  as  to  plainly  sliow  that  we 
had  but  little  chance  of  doing  so.  The  river,  as  it  narrows,  is  less  clear  of  snow, 
and  the  travelling  consequently  heavier.  Took  the  land  at  3.30,  and  pushed 
on  until  nearly  dark,  when,  getting  into  heavy  snow,  and  the  dogs,  from  sheer 
fatigue,  refusing  further  work,  I  found  that  it  was  useless  to  attempt  proceed- 
ing, our  strength  being  barely  sufficient  to  start  the  sledges  ;  we  therefore  pitclied 
for  the  night,  under  the  lee  of  a  low  hill.  Our  hut  is  made  in  the  same  way  as 
when  we  first  slept  on  the  snow,  except  that  we  were  forced  to  substitute  the 
tent  bottom  for  the  sledge  skin  left  at  Cuv-vi-e-rook,  and  had  nothing  to  lie  upon 
but  a  buffalo  skin.  I  am  sorry  to  see  a  mist  over  the  hills  this  evening,  which 
I  have  observed  to  be  a  certain  forerunner  of  wind.  Time  of  travelling  94 
hours;  distance,  12  miles.  There  being  no  wood  near,  we  were  obliged  to 
content  ourselves  with  some  frozen  pork  and  tea  boiled  by  the  spirit  lamp. 

February  16. — Thermometer— 23°.  Started  without  breakfast  at  about  9, 
only  intending  to  reach  Obeli  to-day.  Shortly  after  leaving  our  camping 
place  a  strong  north-easterly  wind  sprung  up,  sweeping  across  the  plain  that 
extends  for  a  great  distance  before  us,  with  a  cutting  severity  that  I  have  not 
before  experienced ;  we  were  passing  along  some  rather  high  cliffs,  which  were 
almost  hidden  from  us  by  the  snow  drift ;  we  got  on  with  great  difficulty,  the 
dogs  almost  refusing  to  face  the  snow  drift.  Reached  Obeli  at  about  3  p.m., 
having  come  six  miles  in  as  many  hours,  with  exceedingly  hard  labour.  One  of 
our  dogs  died  almost  immediately  \Ye  arrived ;  he  gave  up  work,  and  seemed  to 
be  taken  ill  exactly  in  the  same  way  that  the  other  one  we  lost  was.  There  is 
a  man  ill  in  the  hut  vfe  put  up  at,  apparently  with  cold  and  asthma,  the  Avomen 
therefore  refuse  to  sew  anything  for  us,  although  our  mocassins  are  much  out  of 
repair.  I  hear  that  a  child  has  died  here  lately.  We  had  much  trouble  in 
procuring  wood  and  making  a  fire  ;  the  people  will  not  suffer  us  to  cook  in  the 
hut.  As  far  as  I  can  discover,  this  superstition  is  in  some  way  connected  with 
their  catching  deer  ;  they  do  not  seem  at  all  willing  to  explain  it.  During  the 
evening  an  old  man  performed  a  strange  incantation  for  the  recovery  of  the 
sick  man.  Seating  himself  before  the  fire,  in  a  crouching  position,  he  com- 
menced shaking  a  skin  between  his  hands,  and  rapidly  uttering  strange  guttural 
sounds,  seemingly  only  a  few  words,  which  he  constantly  repeated,  being  occa- 
sionly  joined  by  others  of  the  part}?^,  but  only  in  ejaculations.  My  knowledge 
of  the  language  is  insufficient  to  allow  of  my  catching  the  sense  of  what  he 
said.  This  lasted  for  more  than  an  hour  and  a  half,  during  which  time  the 
chief  performer  never  for  an  instant  ceased  shaking  the  skin,  or  altered  his 
position  in  the  slightest.  About  12  o'clock  at  night  I  was  awakened  by  one  of 
the  natives  lighting  our  candle,  and,  without  speaking,  turned  round  to  watch 
proceedings.  The  sick  man  was  groaning  much,  and  seemingly  in  great  pain  ; 
an  old  woman  passed  a  skin  band  round  his  head,  with  a  stick  attached  to  it, 
whi(;h  she  used  as  a  handle  to  lift  and  lower  his  head  by  ;  at  times  he  permitted 
this  to  be  done,  but  at  others  obstinately  refused,  on  which  she  pronounced  a 
few  words  (always  the  same),  the  only  one  of  which  1  could  catch  was  their 
name  for  the  evil  spirit  ( Jile-ri-goek).  There  are  three  huts  at  this  place,  and 
about  50  inhabitants,  a  large  proportion  of  them  children.  They  seem  well  off 
("or  venison,  clothing,  &c.,  but  liave  few  dogs,  which  tliey  refuse  to  barter. 

l'\;bruary  17- — 'I'hermometer— 1 7°.  A  light  air  from  the  northward.  Started 
from  Obeli  about  7^  30,  having  had  much  difficulty  in  getting  Tudlig  out  of 
th(-  hut;  he  is  exceedingly  la/y  and  sulky,  and  evidently  disinclined  to  proceed.  v 
Shortly  !i(ler  starling  the  sledge  (■;i[)size(l  in  going  down  a  stee|)  bank.  I  rather 
suspect  Tudlig,  who  was  leading  the  dogs,  (lid  this  for  the  purpose,  as  he  made 
a  shurj)  turn  in  a  manner  that  no  one  so  mucli  acquainted  with  the  management 
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of  a  sledge  as  a  native  must  be  would  be  likel}'  to  do  by  accident.    When  we  •TournaiofMi-.Hobson, 

were  righting  and  restowing  the  sledge,  he  laid  down  and  refused  to  assist.  aarencTto  Chamisso ' 

On  first  starting,  we  followed  the  river  for  a  short  distance,  then  striking  across  island  and  tack. 

a  low  hill,  we  got  upon  an  extensive  plain,  where  our  progress  was  slow  from 

the  heaviness  of  the  road.    Several  small  rounded  hills  spring  from  the  plain, 

having  much  the  appearance  of  islands.    A  great  number  of  deer  were  seen 

during  the  day ;  towards  the  evening,  a  herd  coming  rather  near,  I  despatched 

Tudlig  to  try  and  shoot  one ;  he  fired  a  good  many  shots  wdthout  success. 

About  five  we  again  struck  a  bend  of  the  river  ;  shortly  afterwards  the  sledge, 

shooting  rapidly  down  a  steep  bank,  broke  the  ice,  and  remained  fixed ;  we  all 

got  wet  up  to  the  knees.    I  was  much  afraid  that  frost  bites  would  be  the 

result ;  this  was  fortunately  not  the  case.    I  think  the  low  temperature  caused 

the  water  to  freeze  on  our  mocassins  too  quickly  to  penetrate  much.    We  were 

forced  to  unload  the  sledge,  and  take  it  some  distance  round  before  we  could 

get  sound  ice.    I  attribute  the  weakness  of  the  ice  in  this  place  to  rapid  springs. 

It  was  nearly  8  o'clock  before  we  reached  the  hut,  all  a  good  deal  tired,  having 

had  12  hours  most  laborious  dragging,  and  made  about  14  miles.    The  name  of 

this  place  is  Poe-loe-low-reuc.    There  is  one  large  hut  inhabited,  and  several 

more  or  less  ruinous  in  the  vicinity.   There  are  about  25  people  here,  who  seem 

well  of,  but  ha^-e  few  dogs,  wdiich  they  will  not  part  with. 

February  18. — Thermometer  — 22  °.  On  packing  the  sledge  this  morning 
I  discovered  that  it  had  been  so  seriously  damaged  by  its  capsize  yesterday,  and 
the  descent  through  the  ice,  as  to  render  it  useless  for  us  to  proceed  with  it ;  one 
of  the  runners  was  snapped  and  all  the  arches  broken ;  I  therefore  exchanged  it 
with  a  bunch  of  small  blue  beads  and  eight  hands  of  ,  tobacco  for  another,  the  best 
I  could  get,  but  much  inferior  in  quality  to  our  own.  Packed  and  started  about 
8 . 30,  having  bartered  a  double  haunch  of  venison,  two  hares,  and  three  ptarmigan. 
Morning  fine  and  clear,  with  a  light  northerly  wind  ;  found  the  travelling  heavy. 
Arrived  at  Show-e-yok  (a  village  of  four  huts)  shortly  after  .3  o'clock,  having 
travelled  about  seven  miles  in  six  hours  and  a  half.  This  being  the  last  village 
met  with  for  several  days  we  remained  here  to  get  a  supply  of  dogs'  food.  The 
huts  here  are  two  and  two,  considerably  detached,  so  as  almost  to  form  two  dis- 
tinct villages.  The  inhabitants  are  well  clothed  and  have  a  large  supply  of 
venison,  which  they  seem  ready  to  barter  ;  of  dogs  they  seem  to  have  no  more 
than  they  require  for  their  own  use,  I  have  been  unable  to  barter  one.  The 
natives  here  are  less  civil  than  we  have  found  them  elsewhere,  and  evince  a 
strong  disposition  to  steal  anything  they  can  lay  hands  upon. 

February  19-- — ^Thermometer  —25°.  The  natives  being  troublesome  I  dis- 
pensed with  reading  prayers  ;  packed  and  was  ready  to  start  about  8  o'clock, 
when  I  discovered  that  Tudlig  had  made  up  his  mind  to  proceed  no  fiirther, 
nor  could  I  prevail  upon  any  man  in  the  village  to  become  my  guide,  even  for 
the  reward  of  a  gun.  Truly,  the  native  reports  of  the  road  are  far  from  encou- 
raging ;  they  describe  it  as  hilly  and  unfrequented,  without  brushwood,  or  any 
possibility  of  procuring  supplies.  I  can  gain  no  information  as  to  the  probable 
number  of  days  it  will  take  to  reach  the  coast.  As  a  last  resource,  I  started 
off  for  the  hut  I  slept  at  last  night,  in  rather  a  despairing  mood,  and  repeated 
my  offer  of  a  double-barrelled  gun,  which  to  my  great  joy  and  surprise  was 
accepted  by  an  old  man  named  Ow-wock  ;  the  only  preparation  he  required  to 
make  was  putting  a  supply  of  dry  grass  and  tobacco  into  his  bag,  and  he  was 
ready  to  accompany  me  ;  resolved  not  to  part  with  him  again.  We  returned  toge- 
ther to  Show-e-yok,  and  start  to-morrow  morning. 

I  wrote  a  short  account  of  our  proceedings  to  Commander  Trollopc  this 
evening,  which  I  intend  giving  Tudlig  to  deliver. 

February  20. — -Thermometer  —20°.  The  guide  I  engaged  yesterday  told 
me  this  morning  that  a  man  in  the  village  would  lend  me  a  capital  sledge. 
I  quickly  struck  a  bargain  with  him,  giving  10  hands  of  tobacco  and  a  shirt. 
Another  man  lent  me  a  dog,  for  which  I  gave  five  hands  of  tobacco  and  a  few 
blue  beads.  I  considered  it  better  to  take  both  sledges  with  me.  Whilst 
packing  the  sledges,  I  discovered  that  our  axe,  two  large  knives,  and  some 
tobacco  had  been  stolen.  I  succeeded  in  recovering  the  axe  and  one  knifie,  but 
could  get  no  clue  to  the  other  things.  Some  small  gear  was  also  taken,  amongst 
which  were  a  spoon,  some  matches,  &c.  Started  about  7-15  ;  finding  the  road 
better  than  I  expected ;  there  was  a  sharp  N.E.  wind  which  rendered  travelhng 
verv  unpleasant,  especially  as  our  road  was  across  some  hills.    Lee  got  his  nose 
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Journal  of  Arr.iiob«on,  and  wrist  frost-bittcii,  but  not  severely.    Our  progi-ess  was  good,  the  mow 
Mate,  from  Port       bciiig  vcry  hard  frozen;  several  deer  were  seen  whilst  on  the  In'Ms.  Alxmt 
isianrmdha^k^'''^'^  2 . 30  struck  thc  coursc  of  a  stream  called  by  the  natives  E-nti-lu-rnuk,  wliich 
—  1  think  is  a  tributary  to  the  (liig-i-oe-to-uk  ;  beibre  we  got  into  the  course  of 

the  river  our  guide  stopped  and  made  a  small  fire,  for  \vhat  purpose  he  would 
not  tell  mc.  The  snow  being  blown  off'  the  river  we  made  great  progress  along 
the  smooth  ice.  There  are  a  great  number  of  large  stones  along  the  hanks  and 
but  little  brushwood.  Shortly  before  stopping  for  the  night  a  pack  of  at  least 
40  hares  started  from  a  small  patch  of  brushvv^ood ;  I  tried  to  get  a  shot  at 
them,  but  without  success.  Pitched  for  the  night  at  4  p.m.  under  the  lee  of  a 
cliff  close  to  a  patch  of  dry  brushwood.  On  opening  the  sledges  we  discovered 
that  at  least  oOlbs.  of  biscuit  had  been  stolen  from  us  at  >Show-e-yok,  which  is 
a  most  serious  loss.  A  great  number  of  hares  were  seen  along  the  banks  of 
the  river.    Time  of  travelling  8'1  hours  ;  distance  about  14  miles. 

February  21.— Thermometer  — 28°.  Packed  and  started  about  7.15,  with  a 
good  road.  For  tlie  two  first  hours  we  were  able  to  keep  the  dogs  at  a  smart 
trot.  As  we  got  further  up  the  river  found  thc  snovr  lay  heavier  on  the  ice 
and  the  banks  less  stony.  The  land  on  both  sides  of  us  is  still  a  succession  of 
low  rounded  hills,  composed  of  morass.  The  course  of  the  stream  is  rather 
circuitous,  but  enables  us  to  make  good  progress.  One  fox,  a  great  number  of 
ptarmigan,  and  the  tracks  of  many  deer  and  some  wolves  were  seen  during  the 
day.  The  weather  has  been  dark  and  gloomy.  Towards  the  afternoon  a 
stiff  north-westerly  v/md  sprung  up,  which,  however,  from  the  shelter  afforded 
by  the  banks  of  the  river,  did  not  incommode  us  much.  At  about  .3.30 
we  came  to  a  bend  where  the  stream  winds  back  nearly  in  the  direction 
from  which  we  had  been  coming.  Shortly  after  passing  this,  saw  a  small 
deserted  hut,  where,  as  it  v/as  no'.v  blowing  very  hard,  with  a  considerable  snow 
drift,  I  determined  on  passing  the  night.  The  hut  is  called  E-tum-ner-it,  and 
is  the  smallest  that  I  have  yet  seen:  it  seems  not  to  have  been  inhabited  for  a 
long  time.    Time  of  travelling,  Sf  hours;  dis  Lance,  13  miles. 

February  22ud. — Thermometer — 15°.  BloAvmg  nearly  a  gale  from  N.N.W. 
with  so  heavy  a  snow  drift  as  to  render  it  impossible  to  travel.  The  hut  had 
been  bitterly  cold  during  the  night,  but  by  raising  a  large  fire  we  contrived  to 
keep  ourselves  warm  at  the  expense  of  being  almost  suffocated  with  the  smoke. 
On  going  doY/n  to  the  sledges  in  the  evening,  for  the  purpose  of  feeding  the 
dogs,  I  found  that  they  had  torn  the  tent  bottom,  which  we  use  as  a  sledge 
skin,  so  much  as  to  allow  them  to  drag  out  a  bread  bag,  in  which  some  of 
their  food  is  kept.  Towards  night  the  wind  fell,  and  the  weather  assumed 
a  better  appearance. 

February  23. — Thermometer  +  4°.  Shortly  after  waking  this  morning, 
received  a  call  that  soon  put  us  upon  the  alert.  Toms,  who  had  gone  down 
to  the  sledges,  called  out  to  me  that  they  were  both  gone,  and  that  he 
thought  he  could  see  them  some  way  down  the  river.  I  could  attribute  this 
to  no  one  but  the  natives,  and  remembered  that  ova'  fire-arms  had  not  been 
brought  into  the  hut.  Arming  ourselves  with  heavy  sticks,  we  started  in 
pursuit  of  the  supposed  marauders,  but  were  glad  to  find  the  sledges  safe 
at  the  bend  of  the  river.  After  satisfying  myself  that  the  contents  were 
untouched,  we  dragged  them  back  to  thc  place  they  had  been  left  at.  It 
turned  out  that  our  guide  had  removed  them  during  the  night,  to  be  out 
of  the  way  of  the  dogs  and  snow  drift.  Packed  and  started  at  about  8.30, 
having  been  some  time  delayed  refitting  our  harness,  &c  ,  which  the  dogs  had 
torn  to  pieces  during  the  night.  They  gnawed  the  canvas  and  rope  to  pieces, 
besides  utterly  destroying  two  pairs  of  sno>v  shoes  that  had  been  left  within 
their  reach.  After  following  tlie  coursc  of  a  small  stream,  which  falls  into  the 
river  near  where  y^c  slept,  for  about  three  houi's,  we  commenced  the  ascent  of  a 
steep  hill,  up  -which  ■\vc  were  obliged  to  take  the  sledges  separately.  It  was 
two  o'clock  l)cfoi'e  they  were  both  up.  Shortly  afterwards  we  struck  a  small 
mountain  rill,  the  coiu'se  of  Avhich  we  followed  until  about  four,  when  we  came 
to  some  old  deer  snares,  and  pitched  near  them.  They  supi")lied  us  with  wood 
for  cooking.  'J'here  are  the  largest  ])air  of  deer's  antlers  near  them  that  I  have 
ever  Been,  save  those  of  thc  moose,  which  the}  nearly  approached  in  size.  The 
hills  we  nre  crossing  arc  excessively  barren  ;  nothing  but  a  little  withered  grass 
and  Htinited  bi'ushwood  (the  latter  very  sc^nrcc)  is  to  bo  seen.  Time  of 
travelling,  7i  hours;  distunrc,  M  miles.    1 5otl)  of  the  men  are  complaining  much 
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of  their  eyes,  from  the  effect  of  yesterday's  smoke.  The  day  has  been  dark  and  JoumuiofMr.Hobson. 
gloomy,  with  a  hght  easterly  wind.  Sen^Z^Chlmisso 

February  24.— Thermometer  —  3°.    Packed  and  started  at  7-30.    A  moat  island  and  back, 
mipleasant  morning,  with  a  light  easterly  wind  and '  snow-fall,  which  increased 
as  the  day  advanced.    For  some  miles  we  travelled  over  a  succession  of  low 
rounded  hills,  composed  (as  indeed  all  the  land  about  here  is)  of  morass.  At 

1 1  A.iM.  struck  the  course  of  a  stream,  the  same  Ave  followed  yesterday  after- 
noon, here  much  increased  in  size.  It  bears  the  appearance  of  the  head  waters 
of  a  small  river,  which  must  lead  us  to  the  coast  soon.  After  travelling  down 
it  for  three  hours,  brushwood  again  began  to  make  its  appearance,  and  a  few 
ptarmigan  were  seen.  A  slight  break  in  the  weather  showed  us  a  rather  high 
and  sharply  outlined  peak,  bearing  nearly  west  from  us.  About  4  p.m.,  finding 
a  convenient  place,  we  made  our  hut  by  the  left-hand  bank  of  the  stream,  near  a 
patch  of  tall  dry  brushwood.    Time  of  travelling,  8;^  hours;  distance,  15  miles. 

February  25. — Thermometer  —8°.  Packed  and  started  at  7-  A  considerable 
fall  of  snow  had  taken  place  during  the  night,  which  makes  the  travelling  very 
heavy  ;  the  wind  still  continues  to  the  eastward.  Vv'hilst  following  the  course 
of  the  stream  many  ptarmigan  were  seen .  At  1  p.m.  struck  across  a  hill  to  the 
eastward,  up  the  steep  part  of  which  we  had  to  drag  the  sledges  separately ; 
after  getting  them  up,  we  continued  ascending  a  gentle  slope  until  about  3,  when 
we  commenced  the  descent,  and  camped  at  about  4.30  at  the  foot  of  the  hill, 
near  a  small  lagoon  where  there  is  brushwood.  Time  of  travelling  9i  hours  ; 
distance  14  miles. 

February  26.— Thermometer  ---3°.  Read  prayers,  packed  and  started  at  8; 
wind  from  the  S.E.  with  a  light  fall  of  snow  ;  travelling  tolerably  easy.  There 
are  two  remarkable  peaks  visible  to  the  westward  of  us,  which  I  suppose  to  be 
either  the  Asses  or  False  Ears.  At  10  reached  an  extensive  plain  vfhich 
stretches  as  far  as  we  can  see  before  us.  We  here  met  two  natives,  the  first  seen 
since  leaving  Show-e-yok.  Shortly  after  12  arrived  at  Kip-lik-tok,  a  village  of 
four  huts  ;  the  only  people  there  are  two  women  and  some  children,  who  are 
particularly  dirty  and  ill  clothed ;  the  men  are  all  out  hunting.  There  seems  to 
be  a  good  supply  of  venison  in  the  place.  There  are  very  few  dogs  about.  I 
observed  that  before  we  entered  the  village  the  women  lit  a  small  fire  in  the 
track  vre  were  to  pass  over  ;  they  hailed  the  guide  to  stop  until  it  was  done  ;  I  was 
unable  to  discover  the  meaning  of  this,  but  conclude  it  is  some  superstition 
regarding  the  arrival  of  strangers.  We  purchased  a  hare,  about  ISlbs.  of  veni- 
son,_  and  some  dogs'  food,  for  a  little  tobacco  and  some  needles.  They  would 
by  no  means  permit  us  to  chop  the  dogs'  food  with  the  edge  of  an  axe,  but  had 
no  objection  to  its  being  broken  up  with  the  back  ;  I  have  noticed  the  same  thing 
at  other  villages.  As  it  was  early  in  the  day,  I  only  remained  about  half  an 
hour,  and  then  pushed  on  until  3,30,  when  we  pitched  by  the  banks  of  the  river 
which  we  had  struck  again  at  Kip-lik-tok,  but  did  not  follow  as  it  is  very 
winding.  We  saw  a  very  large  quantity  of  deer  on  the  plain,  and  met  one  native 
who  was  hunting.  One  of  our  best  dogs  refused  work  this  morning,  but  I  hope 
may  recover,  as  he  took  his  food  greedily.  Time  of  travelling  7  hours  ;  distance 

12  or  13  miles,    Read  the  evening  service. 

February  27- — Thermometer —22°.  Started  at  7-30;  travelling  across  the 
plain,  at  times  crossing  a  bend  of  the  river,  which  is  called  l)y  the  natives  Pittock, 
and  steering  for  a  low  point  about  10  miles  distant.  About  12  passed  a  village, 
which  Ave  are  told  has  been  lately  deserted,  on  account  of  three  men  having  died 
there.  1.30  passed  the  last  brush  Avood  that  is  insight;  we  therefore  put  suffi- 
cient on  the  sledges  for  cooking,  and  pushed  on  ;  reached  the  point  seen  in  the 
morning  about  3,  and  stopped  at  4  under  the  lee  of  another,  about  a  mile- 
andahalf  further  on.  The  ground  Ave  have  been  passing  over  for  the  last  tAvo 
hours  is  exceedingly  rough,  and  in  sunmier  is,  I  should  imagine,  an  extensive 
marsh;  there  is  no  high  land  to  the  nortliAvard  of  us,  and  altogether  the  place 
has  the  appearance  of  a  river's  mouth.  I  expect  to  strike  the  coast  to-morroAv  ; 
the  road  has  been  A^ery  bad  all  day.  Time  of  travelling  8h  hours  ;  distance 
11  or  12  miles. 

February  28.^ — Thermometer  —3°.  Packed  and  started  at  8,  Avith  one 
sledge,  and  ten  days'  provisions,  being  convinced  that  Ave  are  close  to  the  coast, 
and  not  many  days' journey  distant  from  Chamisso.  I  left  the  other  in  a  conspi- 
cuous place  near  Avhere  we  slept,  and  buried  the  remaining  provisions  and  every 
thing  else  Ave  could  spare  close  to  it.    For  two  or  three  hours  after  starting  Ave 
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journaiofMr.Hohson,  wevc  travelling  o\ CI"  a  (Vozcii  rnarsli  ;  al)out  I  I  we,  bad  (;riicjv.^c(l  on  to  cU-'dr  ice; 
£enStoChius8o  I  broke  and'tasted  it,  and  I'omul  it  perfectly  Bait.  About  2.  we  were  abreast 
Island  and  bacii.  o  f  a  low  poit)t,  and  after  rounding  it  found  the  land  trend  to  the  southward  con- 
sidcrably ;  I  therefore  conclude  we  arc  to  tlie  westward  of  Cape  Deceit,  Not  a 
vestige  of  brushwood  is  to  be  seen;  the  hills,  which  are  low  and  rounded,  are 
bare  "of  anything  approaching  vegetation;  the  ice  in  some  places  rough  and 
slightly  packed.  In  the  afternoon  the  dog  borrowed  at  Tup-cut-a-toui  gave  up 
work  ;  as  he  was  c^'idently  dying,  and  in  much  pain,  I  shot  him  througii  the  head. 
The  dog  that  was  taken  ill  yesterday  gave  us  much  trouble  to  get  him  on  ;  1  fear 
he  will  not  last  long.  Pitched  for  the  night  at  4.1 5  close  to  the  beach,  where  we 
found  plenty  of  drift  wood,  most  of  which  seems  to  have  been  thrown  up  some 
time.  Whilst  we  were  making  our  huts,  &e.  a  number  of  deer  passed  near  us,  I 
despatched  the  native  to  try  and  shoot  one  ;  he  returned  in  about  an  hour  and  a 
half  in  great  glee  at  having  succeeded  This  being  his  first  attempt  with  the  gun, 
I  am  very  glad  that  he  has  got  one,  as  1  am  thus  supplied  with  a  good  stock  of 
dogs'  food.    Time  of  travelling  8^  hours;  distance  l.O  or  16  miles. 

March  1st. — Thermometer  +  20°.  Started  with  the  empty  sledge  at  about 
6  A.M.  to  bring  in  the  carcass  of  the  deer  shot  yesterday,  leaving  one  man  to  cook 
breakfast.  On  coming  up  to  the  place  where  it  was  buried,  we  found  a  wolf 
prowling  about ;  he  slunk  off  without  giving  us  a  shot  at  him.  Cutting  up  the 
venison,  and  selecting  what  we  w^anted,  occupied  us  until  8,  when  we  started, 
having  buried  about  one  third  of  the  whole  in  a  secure  place,  which  we  ma.rked 
by  putting  up  a  pole.  The  travelling  was  very  good  all  day.  We  have  been 
passing  shallow  bays,  the  headlands  of  which  are  high  stony  cliffs,  which,  from 
their  ragged  frozen  surfaces  and  the  masses  of  ice  collected  about  them,  present 
much  the  appearance  of  ice  cliffs.  The  ice  is  rough  and  much  packed,  espe- 
cially abreast  of  the  points  just  referred  to  ;  by  keeping  well  off  those  we  had  a 
smooth  road.  The  day  has  been  dark  and  gloomy,  with  a  fresh  south-westerly 
breeze.  During  the  afternoon  four  high  peaks  were  seen  inland  some  miles 
distant.  About  4  p.m.,  finding  we  could  not  reach  the  point  of  the  next  bay 
before  dark,  kept  in  for  the  beach,  which  we  reached  in  half  an  hour,  and  pitched 
under  the  lee  of  a  steep  bank.  There  is  plenty  of  drift  wood  here.  A  great 
number  of  deer  were  seen  during  the  day.  Several  native  graves  have  been 
passed,  and  here  and  there  we  crossed  an  old  sledge  track  ;  a  native  fishing  net 
and  drinking  cup  were  also  seen,  indicating  the  vicinity  of  natives.  Time  of 
travelling  S^-  hours  ;  distance  13  or  14  miles. 

Thursday',  March  2.  —  Thermometer  +.5°.  Packed  and  started  a  little  before 
seven  ;  morning  gloomy,  with  a  strong  south-easterly  wind.  Found  the  travel- 
ling better  than  we  have  yet  had  it.  The  land  we  are  passing  along  is  a  suc- 
cession of  high  cliffs  of  the  same  description  as  those  seen  yesterday,  with 
shallow  bays  between,  on  the  beaches  of  which  there  seems  to  be  abundance  of 
drift  wood.  The  ice  is  much  packed,  especially  inshore,  but  by  keeping  out  a 
little  we  got  smooth  travelling.  In  many  places  immense  blocks  are  thrown  up 
under  the  cliffs.  I  should  think,  from  appearances,  the  ice  must  have  been 
broken  up  by  a  heavy  gale  of  wind,  after  obtaining  considerable  solidity.  About 
12  passed  a  point,  off  which  there  is  a  very  remarkable  rock,  distant  about  200 
yards,  and  leaning  slightly  towards  the  ehff.  Adjoining  this  there  is  a  perfect 
wall  of  ice,  formed  of  heav}^  pieces,  and  extending  nearly  to  the  shore.  At 
this  place  we  had  much  difficulty  in  threading  our  way  through  the  rough  ice. 
As  soon  as  we  opened  the  baj^,  a  village  on  the  heights  was  observed,  which  at 
first  seemed  to  be  uninhabited.  A  fox  was  prowling  about  within  a  few  yards  of 
a  hut,  and  a  couple  of  ravens  were  perched  on  the  stage  where  skins,  &c  are  kept. 
Concluding  from  this  that  there  was  no  one  there,  I  was  on  the  point  of  sending 
a  ball  at  the  fox,  when  a  woman  appeared  from  the  hut.  The  wind  having 
freshened  considerably,  and  the  snow  drift  and  fnll  being  considerable,  I  decided 
on  remaining  here  for  the  night,  although  it  was  yet  early.  1  was  glad  to  meet 
natives,  f(n-  the  sake  of  gaining  certain  information  as  to  the  distance  we  are  from 
ChaniisHo.  'I'linc"  of  travelling  six  hours  ;  distance  10  miles.  The  name  of  this 
villiige  is  Kip-[)(  l-lik.  'Hiereaie  two  huts  in  repair,  and  two  ruinous;  oidy  one 
is  iiiiiabilcc'.  The  people  here  are  one  man,  three  women,  and  three  children; 
two  o(  the  latter  are  perfectly  blind,  and  the  third  seonis  to  have  defective  eye- 
sight. 'l\\v,  remainder  of  the  j)eople  are  absent  seal  lumting  ;  they  have  left  no 
dogs  or  sledges  here,  and  the  inhabitants  s(!eni  to  have  but  a  scanty  supply  of 
food.    \\'(  ;ire  iuCornicd  thnt  (Miamisso  Island  may  be  reached  in  one  day  from 
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here ;  but  that  we  shall  probably  spend  one  night  on  the  ice,  as  it  is  a  very  long  JomnaiofJV^.Hobson, 

"»        )      *  J-VXttlGj  II^OjjQ  JTOrt 

day  S  journey.  ^  Clarence  to  Chamisso 

March  3. — Thermometer  —  16°.  Blew  very  hard  from  the  south-east  during  is^^^'i^'^'i^ac^- 
the  night,  with  a  considerable  fall  and  drift  of  snow.  Towards  the  morning  the 
wind  fell,  and  the  weather  cleared,  and  by  daybreak  became  very  fine ;  the 
wind  had  shifted  to  the  N.E.  We  saAv  Charaisso  Island  from  the  heights  before 
starting.  The  people  here  have  treated  us  with  great  civilit3^  and  promise  to 
sell  me  a  supply  of  blubber  for  the  dogs  on  our  return.  Packed  and  started  by 
seven.  Found  the  travelling  better  than  I  expected,  considering  the  quantity 
of  snow  that  has  fallen.  As  we  drew  out  from  the  land,  found  the  ice  rough 
and  packed,  caused,  I  should  think,  by  shoal  water.  After  passing  through  six 
or  seven  miles  of  this,  we  again  got  upon  smooth  ice,  and  continued  travelling 
until  7.30.  I  intended  to  push  on  to  Chamisso,  but  was  obliged  to  pitch  at  that 
time  short  of  our  mark,  as  since  sunset  the  weather  has  become  thick  and 
overcast,  and  we  got  amongst  rough  ice,  lost  sight  of  the  land,  and  had  nothing 
to  guide  us.    Time  of  travelling,  12|-  hours  ;  distance,  20  miles. 

March  4. — Thermometer  +  20.°  i\  dark  gloomy  morning,  with  a  strong 
easterly  wind  and  much  snow-drift.  Started  at  6.45,  and  reached,  as  we 
thought,  Chamisso  Island  about  9  o'clock,  having  travelled  five  miles.  I  imme- 
diately ascended  to  the  highest  point  to  bury  the  information,  but  on  arriving 
there  was  disappointed  to  find  that  we  were  on  Choris  peninsula,  instead  of  the 
island ;  a  slight  break  in  the  weather  showed  the  right  place,  and  we  could  dis- 
tinguish the  pole  on  top  of  it ;  there  is  a  large  pile  of  stones  here,  I  suppose 
one  of  the  "  Herald's"  survejnng  marks,  which  in  the  gloom  we  mistook  for  the 
information-post.  As  the  weather  has  become  very  bad  I  resolved  on  not 
taking  the  sledge  across,  but  tried  to  reach  Chamisso  Island  myself;  the  snow- 
drift and  fall,  however,  increased  to  such  a  degree  that  I  was  obliged  to  relin- 
quish the  attempt.  The  place  that  our  tent  is  pitched  is  a  sandy  bay,  extend- 
ing to  the  northward  of  Cape  Garnet,  which  has,  I  believe,  received  the  name 
of  Blubber  Bay  ;  there  is  a  good  deal  of  wood  standing  up  along  the  beach, 
seemingly  for  the  purpose  of  fire  wood  ;  the  only  drift-wood  I  saw  was  a  fine 
straight  young  pine-tree,  that  would  have  made  a  mast  for  a  large  boat. 

March  5. — ^Thermometer — 26°.  Blew  very  hard  from  the  E.S.E.  with  a 
heavy  fall  and  drift  of  snow.  The  morning  was  so  bad  as  to  prevent  our 
starting,  although  I  am  most  anxious  to  do  so,  as  we  have  very  little  dogs'  food 
with  us,  and  not  enough  of  our  own  provisions  to  give  them  a  single  feed  from 
it.  Read  the  morning  service,  and  afterwards,  there  being  a  slight  improvement 
in  the  weather,  I  attempted  to  cross  to  the  island,  accompanied  by  Toms,  with 
the  materials  for  burying  the  information-cylinder  ;  but  when  midway  between 
the  land  and  Chamisso  Island,  the  wind  freshened  again,  raising  so  great  a  snow- 
drift as  to  prevent  our  seeing  20  yards.  W e  were  therefore  obliged  to  retrace  our 
footsteps,  which  we  did  with  much  difficulty,  the  snow-shoe  tracks  being  filled 
up  :  fortunately  two  of  the  dogs  had  followed  us,  and  their  feet  having  sunk 
deeper  than  ours,  enabled  us  to  find  our  way  back.  At  about  3 . 30  the  weather 
cleared  sufficiently  to  allow  of  our  striking  the  tent  and  pushing  across  to 
Chamisso,  which  we  reached  about  5 . 45  and  pitched  under  the  steep  cliffs  at 
the  northern  point.  I  intend,  weather  permitting,  to  make  an  early  start 
to-morrow,  so  as  to  reach  Kip-pel-iik,  without  sleeping  on  the  ice.  Read  the 
evening  service. 

March  6. — Thermometer  +  25°.  Started  for  the  information-post  at  5  o'clock, 
accompanied  by  Toms,  leaving  Lee  to  go  on  with  the  sledge  as  soon  as  he  could 
get  it  packed,  "he  got  away  about  half  an  hour  afterwards  ;  I  hoped  by  starting 
thus  early  to  reach  Kip-pel-lik  to-day,  but  was  doomed  to  disappointment.  On 
reaching  the  summit  of  the  island  we  immediately  commenced  to  nail  up  the 
notice,  and  bury  the  cylinder  in  which  is  the  following  information : — 

"  Her  Majesty's  Sloop  '  Plover,'  Commander  Rochfort  Maguire  is  wintering 
at  Point  Barrow. 

"  Her  Majesty's  Sloop  '  Rattlesnake'  is  wintering  in  Port  Clarence  with  the 
view  of  affiDrding  assistance  to  Sir  John  Franklin's  expedition,  and  the  crews  of 
the  vessels  under  Captain  Collinson,  sent  in  search  of  him. 

"  Henry  Tkollope, 
"  Commander  H.M.S.  '  Rattlesnake. 

"  Port  Clarence,  February  9,  1854." 
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Journal  of  Mr.  1  lobson , 
Mate,  from  Port 
Clarence  to  Chainisso 
Island  and  back. 


"  Chainisso  Island,  Kotzcbuc  Sound  was  visited  by  a  party  from  H.M.S, 
'  Rattlesnake;'  we  left  the  'Rattlesnake'  in  l^ort  Clarence,  on  'J'hursday 
February  9?  1B54,  passing  tlu'ougli  the  following  places,  each  place  forniirig  one 
day's  jonrney,  \^ith  the  estimated  distances  annexed. 


"  Tup-cut-a-tain 
►Snow  near  Tocsuc 
Cuv-vi-e-rook 
Shung-c-ow-ru 
Noo-kui  row-i  lik 
Hut  near  Ko-gru-pack 
Snow  near  Obeli 
Obeli 

Poc  loc-low-rcl-ec 
Show-c-Yok 
Delayed  for  a  guide 
Snow 

Deserted  Hut 
Delayed  by  weather  - 
Snow       -  - 
Snow 

Snow       -  - 
Snow 

Snow       -  -  - 

Snow 

Snow       -  -  - 

Kip-pel-lek 

On  sea  ice,  near  Chamisso 
Chamisso  Island 


Miles. 

-  10 

-  11 

-  18 

-  09 
16 

-  15 

-  12 

-  06 

-  14 

-  07 

-  13  [-On  River  E-nu-lu-nuk. 

14  or  15 1^^'°^^^"^  between  rivers 
,  .      ,  _  (E-nu-lu-nuk  and  Pit-tock. 
14  or  15J 


12  or 

13  or 
15  or 
13  or 


13 


On  River  Pit-tock. 


14j 
161 

14  f-On  sea  coast. 

loJ 

20 
05 


"  We  arrived  at  Chamisso  Island  on  Saturday  March  4,  1854,  and  placed  this 
record  of  our  proceedings  10  feet  magnetic  north  from  the  '  Herald's'  mark 
On  the  summit  of  the  island,  and  propose  returning  to  the  '  Rattlesnake'  on 
the  same  day. 

"  William  R.  Hobson, 
"  Mate,  in  charge  of  the  party. 


As  far  as  Show-e-3'^ok,  a  better  route  would  be  made  by  sleeping  at  the  fol- 


lowing villages : — 

"  Tocsuc 

Cuv-vi-e-rook 
Kek-to-a-lik 


Miles. 

-  16 

-  24 
10  to  12 


Ko-gru-puck 
Obeli 

Show-e-yok 


Miles. 

16  to  18 
10  to  11 
-  21" 


The  coast  is  struck  just  to  the  eastward  of  some  high  cliffs,  near  which  there 
is  a  village  on  the  heights  called  Kip-pel-lek ;  after  three  days'  journey  down  the 
coast,  a  deep  inlet  Avill  be  seen  which  is  the  mouth  of  the  river  Pittock ;  two 
villages  are  here  met  with,  at  the  last  of  which,  Kip-lik-lok,  a  guide  should  be 
obtained  for  Show-e-yok.  Retween  these  places  no  natives  are  seen,  and  no 
supplies  can  be  obtained.  The  date  given  here  for  our  arrival  at  Chamisso,  is 
that  on  which  we  reached  Point  Garnet ;  the  weather  prevented  our  starting  on 
the  same  d;iy,  but  as  this  can  be  of  little  importance,  I  made  no  alteration  on 
discovering  my  mistake.  The  "  Plover's"  bottle  was  not  sighted,  although  our 
cylinder  must  be  close  to  it.  The  earth  has  evidently  been  disturbed,  although 
not  very  lately,  and  Ave  found  the  remains  of  a  small  fire  that  had  been  lighted 
'over  the  ])lace.  J  conclude  tliat  the  "  Plover's  "  information  must  be  buried 
under  a  large  stone  which  wc  were  unable  to  remove.  Besides  the  "  Herald's  " 
niiti  k  there  is  a  small  slab  here,  put  up  by  a  Russian  vessel  several  years  before. 
While  we  were  thus  employed,  a  change  took  place  in  the  appearance  of  the 
weather.  The  wind,  which  had  been  light  from  the  E.N.IC,  had  freshened 
<'onsi(icriil)ly,  and  the  morning  and  the  sky  became  overcast  and  threatening. 
Wc  now  |)r()r-cc(lc(|  with  all  speed  to  the  spot  were  the  proN  isions  are  buried. 
I  lind  lh;il,  to  all  appearance,  nothing  has  been  touched.    We  dug  up  some 
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fragments  of  a  large  boat,  apparently  clinker-built.  She  must  have  been  Journal  of  Mr.  Hobson, 
literally  smashed  to  atoms.    For  some  time  I  could  discover  no  notice  of  the        ^^"^  J!?'"'  . 

.  .  1     i.      -    1        , 1  , 1  •  -1  1  n       (clarence  to  Charaisso 

presence  oi  provisions,  but  at  length  saw  something  painted  on  a  large  flat  island  and  back. 

stone,  high  up  on  the  cliff.    Climbing  up  to  this,  I  was  able  to  make  out  the   • 

word  "  provisions "  without  difficulty,  as  also  the  year  when  they  were 
placed  there  (1850),  but  nothing  else  was  legible,  except  a  few  straggling 
letters.  I  spent  some  time  in  scraping  and  rubbing  the  face  of  the  rock,  in  the 
hope  of  reading  the  notice,  but  without  success.  It  might  possibly  be  read 
when  the  frost  is  off  the  ground.  It  was  9  a.m.  before  we  had  finished,  and 
there  being  now  a  considerable  fall  and  drift  of  snow,  we  went  round  to  our  last 
nights'  sleeping  place,  and  struck  the  sledge  track  at  once.  Following  this,  we 
passed  between  Puffin  Rock  and  the  island.  In  a  very  short  time  it  became 
difficult  to  follow  the  track,  so  rapidly  was  it  filling  up.  It  also  became  apparent 
that  the  wind  had  shifted  or  the  sledge  swerved  from  its  course.  On  catching 
the  sledge,  which  we  did  after  three  and  a-half  hours'  rapid  walking,  I  consulted 
the  compass,  and  found  that  both  had  been  the  case.  Travelling  being  no 
longer  practicable,  we  were  obliged  to  pitch  at  about  1  p.m.,  having  been  under 
weigh  about  7^  hours,  and  travelled  about  14  miles,  although,  I  fear,  in  a  very 
circuitous  direction.  The  dogs  had  the  last  food  we  had  last  night.  If  the 
weather  permits  us  to  reach  the  village  to-morrow,  this  will  not  matter  much, 
but  the  evening  is  most  unpromising ;  the  snow  drift  and  fall  have  increased, 
and  it  blows  a  perfect  gale  from  the  south-westward, 

March  7- — Thermometer  —  2°.  The  morning  even  worse  than  last  night. 
The  south  wind,  snow-fall  and  drift,  are  almost  blinding,  but  the  falling  tem- 
perature gives  some  hopes  of  a  change.  I  begin  to  feel  considerable  uneasiness 
about  the  dogs,  and  judge  it  prudent  to  reduce  our  own  allowance,  as  we  have 
not  much  provisions  with  us.  At  12  the  weather  cleared  a  little  and  we  made 
a  start,  but  there  was  still  a  snow  drift  and  the  most  cutting  wind  I  ever  expe- 
rienced blowing  in  our  faces  :  these,  however,  decrease  as  the  afternoon  advanced. 
Pitched  about  5 . 30,  having  travelled  seven  miles.  We  found  that  we  had 
wandered  considerably  out  of  our  course  yesterday.  Pock  (the  white  dog) 
died  yesterday :  he  has  been  evidently  failing  for  the  last  week.  I  had  him 
skinned,  and  tried  if  the  other  dogs  would  eat  him,  but  nearly  all  of  them 
refused. 

March  8. —  Thermometer  —  10°.  Spent  a  most  wretched  sleepless  night. 
I  do  not  think  that  one  of  the  party,  natives  included,  slept  half  an  hour  during 
the  whole  time.  The  wind  had  shifted  to  the  northward,  and  the  drift-snow, 
finding  its  way  through  the  torn  tent  bottom,  which  had  now  become  the 
weather  side  of  the  hut,  was  so  deep  inside  as  to  bury  a  large  canteen.  From 
the  late  high  temperature,  and  snovf -drift,  our  clothes  and  skins  became  wet 
and  are  now  frozen  as  stiff  as  boards.  In  the  morning  there  was  still  a  con- 
siderable snow-drift,  but  the  wind  fell  as  the  sun  rose,  and  we  started  about 
half-past  eight.  Our  spirits  of  wine  were  exhausted,  so  we  were  unable  to  cook 
anything.  The  men  being  cold  and  cramped,  I  served  out  half  a  gill  of  rum 
a-man,  off  which,  and  a  little  raw  pemmican,  we  breakfasted.  About  10  we  met 
a  Spaf-a-rief  native,  who  had  been  out  sealing.  He  promised  to  bring  some 
seal  and  blubber  to  Kep-pel-lik,  for  barter. 

We  reached  the  village  about  1 . 30,  right  glad  to  do  so,  having  travelled  ten 
miles  in  five  hours — thus  passing  over  3 1  miles  for  the  20,  which  is  about  the 
distance  between  Chamisso  Island  and  this  place.  I  remain  here  for  the  night 
as  our  clothes  require  mending  and  drying.  The  dogs  worked  better  to-day 
than  I  should  have  deemed  it  possible  to  do  after  so  long  a  fast  as  they 
have  had.  They  were  perfectly  ravenous  when  fed.  I  got  some  moccassins 
at  this  place,  but  had  much  difficulty  in  getting  them  to  sell  me  sufficient 
blubber  to  last  the  dogs  to  Kip-lik-tok. 

March  9. — Thermometer  —  18°.  Started  about  7,  having  got  our  clothes  in 
a  manner  dried  and  mended,  the  weather  was  exceedingly  fine,  with  a  light 
north-easterly  wind,  travelling  very  good.  We  did  not  stop  until  after  6  p.m. 
when  finding  a  convenient  place  for  camping,  we  pitched  for  the  night.  Time 
of  travelling  1 1  .hours,  distance  22  miles.  Our  last  provisions  were  used  to 
night,  but  we  pick  up  the  venison  we  buried,  early  to-morrow,  which  will 
be  more  than  sufficient  to  last  until  we  reach  the  sledge  we  left  behind.  All 
our  biscuit  is  out  to-day,  although  it  has  been  used  with  the  greatest 
economy  since  our  loss  at  Show-e-yok. 
VI.  5X 
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Journal  of  Mr.  Hobson*  Friday,  March  10. — Thermometer  —  2''.  Blowinj^'  very  hard  from  K.N.E 
Mate,  from  Port  -^-^  ^  considerable  fall  and  drift  of  snow,  started  s}iortly  before  fj,  and  reaehwl 

v-'larGiiCG  to  v-'iiiirniESO     '  .  1*11^'  * 

Island  and  back.  thc  placc  wliere  our  venison  was  buried  about  9  :  on  approaehing  the  place  it 
—  became  evident  that  we  had  been  forestalled,  as  dcers'  bones  was  strewing  the 

snow  in  all  directions :  on  coming-  up  to  where  it  should  have  been  we  found 
that  a  wolf  had  been  beforehand  with  us,  and  left  nothing  but  tlie  skin  and  one 
shin  bone  perfectly  cleaned.  There  was  now  nothing  to  be  done  but  to  push  on 
for  the  other  sledge,  which  is  within  reach  of  a  long  day's  work.  After  getting 
into  the  inlet  at  the  mouth  of  the  Pit-tock,  being  nearly  before  the  wind,  we 
made  sail  on  the  sledge,  with  a  buffalo  skin,  which  I  think  helped  us  a  little. 
We  were  forced  to  stop  short  of  our  mark  about  6  p.m.  as  the  snow-drift  was  so 
thick  as  to  hide  everything  from  our  view,  and  we  feared  getting  embayed. 
I  do  not  think  we  can  be  far  from  our  sledge,  as  notwithstanding  the  travelling- 
has  been  bad,  and  the  weather  worse,  we  have  made  a  long  day's  work  and  con- 
siderable progress  :  my  only  fear  is,  that  from  being  obliged  to  keep  the  left  hand 
land  on  board,  we  have  got  into  a  bay  we  noticed  here  in  passing-  the  other 
way.    Time  of  travelling,  12  hours  ;  distance,  18  miles. 

March  11. — Thermometer  —  5°.  We  were  all  awakened  about  2  o'clock  this 
morning  by  the  sledge  skin  blowing  off'  the  top  of  our  hut,  the  wind  had  shifted 
to  the  north-west,  and  blew  very  hard  with  a  great  snow  drift :  daylight  brought 
no  improvement,  we  tried  to  make  a  start  but  could  not  face  it,  I  have  not  seen 
such  drift  since  we  have  been  out.  We  have  been  compelled  to  remain  here 
all  day,  our  condition  is  far  from  enviable  ;  the  hut  is  full  of  snow,  and  we  are 
cold,  hungry,  and  without  the  power  of  helping  ourselves  ;  the  native  seems  to 
feel  it  most :  he  is  sitting  with  his  head  buried  under  his  coat,  knocking  his  feet 
together,  and  looking  the  picture  of  misery,  he  has  not  moved  or  spoken 
during  the  whole  day  although  he  is  generally  most  loquacious. 

March  12. — ^Thermometer  —  15°.  The  weather  having  cleared  during  the 
night,  started  at  6.30,  and  came  up  to  our  sledge  in  about  an  hour ;  we  imme- 
diately set  to  work  upon  some  raw  pork  and  pemmican,  the  first  food  we  had 
tasted  for  more  than  60  hours.  Packing  both  sledges  we  proceeded  until  about 
12,  when  striking  the  course  of  the  river  Pittock  in  a  place  where  there  is 
brushwood,  Ave  stopped  for  an  hour  and  a  half,  and  cooked  some  diimer  oi 
which  we  were  ail  much  in  need.  Proceeded  at  1.30,  and  shortly  afterwards 
had  to  kill  one  of  our  dogs,  which  was  taken  with  a  fit,  she  tore  the  tent  bottom 
a  good  deal  with  her  teeth,  and  bit  three  of  the  other  dogs  severely.  About 
2,30  passed  the  village  seen  on  the  27th  of  last  month,  it  bears  the  appearance 
of  having  been  very  recently  inhabited.  The  travelling  was  very  heavy  in  many 
places  :  during  the  afternoon  we  had  the  assistance  of  a  native  we  met  returning 
from  hunting,  I  gave  him  a  hand  of  tobacco  for  his  trouble.  Camped  about  5 
by  the  bank  of  the  river.  Time  of  travelling  nine  hours,  distance  li  or  12 
miles.  The  wind  has  been  very  variable,  and  a  good  deal  of  snow  fell  in  the 
afternoon.    A  great  many  deer  v^^ere  seen.    Read  the  evening  service. 

March  13. — Thermometer  +  3°,  Started  at  6.45,  and  reached  Kip-lik-tok 
about  1  P.M.,  having  had  heavy  and  most  disagreeable  travelling,  the  wind  is 
from  the  north-eastward,  vtry  fresh,  and  there  is  a  great  snow-drift.  We  remain 
here  for  the  night,  as  I  want  a  large  supply  of  dogs'  food  and  as  much  as  I  can 
get  for  ourselves.  Time  of  travelling,  six  hours;  distance,  seven  miles.  There 
is  only  one  of  the  huts  inhabited  ;  the  people  in  it  arc  four  men,  four  M-^omen,  and 
two  children,  they  do  not  seem  very  anxious  to  sell  venison,  but  I  have 
nevertheless  succeeded  in  obtaining  a  fair  supply.  I  feel  the  want  of  knives 
much  in  bartering,  I  have  used  all  my  own,  and  all  that  the  ship  supplied, 
with  the  exception  of  one  which  I  keep  as  a  stand-by.  I  was  forced  to 
borrow  one  from  the  guide  to-day,  he  had  sold  me  a  pair  of  moccassins  for 
it  some  time  ago.  The  wind  and  snow-drift  have  increased  greatly  since 
our  arrival. 

March  H. — Thermometer  -  20°.  Blowing  very  hard  from  E.N.E. ;  the  wind 
exceedingly  cutting,  with  a  considerable  snow-drift,  which  prevents  our  starting 
from  here,  the  dogs  work  being  over  a  hill,  and  much  exposed.  I  care  less  than 
T  otherwise  should  about  the  (lelay,  as  we  have  procured  a  considerable  suppl}' 
oC  venison,  and  hares,  and  arc  still  g(!tting  a  little  more.  Our  clothes  and  sleep- 
ing gear  arc  in  very  bad  order,  and  we  shall  get  them  mended  and  partially 
dried  by  i-cmiiining  ;i,  dny  in  the  village.  About  2  p.m.  the  weaiher  cleared, 
and  .sliditly  aJlcrwards  we  rm'ght  have  started,  but  it  was  too  late  in  the  day. 
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March  15. — Thermometer  — 18°.     Started  at  6"  15,  ha,ving  obtained  about  journal  of  Mr.  Hoison, 
70lbs.  of  venison,  6  hares,  3  ptarmigans,  and  sufficient  ofFal  to  last  the  dogs  Mate,  from  Port 
two  days.    I  also  bartered  one  dog,  which  I  had  much  difficulty  in  getting.  isiandand\ack!°' 

The  wind  was  fresh  from  W.S.W.  (right  in  our  faces),  and  increased  until   

1 1  o'clock,  at  which  time  it  blew  nearly  a  gale,  raising  a  considerable  snow- 
drift. I  have  noticed  that  about  here  these  winds  are  far  keener  than  the 
northerly  ones,  and  to-day  we  found  it  worse  than  anything  we  have  yet  ex- 
perienced. At  about  9  A-M.  we  commenced  mounting  a  hill,  over  which  we 
only  got  the  sledges  by  exerting  our  utmost  strength.  The  dogs  would  scarcely 
face  the  wind,  and  it  was  quite  painful  to  us  to  do  so ;  the  native  guide  had  his 
face  much  frost-bitten.  If  there  had  been  any  place  near  where  we  could  have 
found  the  shghtest  shelter,  I  should  certainly  have  pitched,  but  as  there  was 
not,  we  were  forced  to  proceed.  Shortly  after  noon  the  wind  dropped,  and  we 
were  able  to  get  on  a  little  better,  but  still  had  very  heavy  travelling.  At 
about  6  P.M.  we  had  got  over  the  hill,  and  struck  the  course  of  the  river  at  the 
foot  of  it ;  we  were  glad  enough  to  pitch,  which  we  did,  by  the  banks  near 
some  dry  brushwood.  This  has  been  the  most  fagging  day's  work  of  any  we 
have  had  since  leaving  the  ship.  Time  of  travelling,  11|  hours  ;  distance,  15 
miles.  There  is  a  very  beautiful  aurora  this  evening,  the  thermometer  has 
fallen  to  —36°,  and  the  wind,  which  is  now  very  light,  shifted  to  the  northward. 

March  16. — Thermometer  —  33°.  From  the  frozen  state  of  our  buffalo  skins 
and  sleeping  bags,  and  the  sudden  fall  in  the  temperature,  we  spent  a  wretchedly 
cold  night.  Packed,  and  started  at  6.30  ;  a  fine  clear  morning,  with  a  light 
north-easterly  wind.  Following  the  course  of  the  river,  we  found  the  travelling 
so  heavy  that  we  could  make  scarcely  any  progress,  I  therefore  abandoned  the 
small  sledge,  and  packed  everything  on  the  other,  which  is  not  particularly 
heavy  now.  We  soon  got  into  a  better  road,  and  made  good  progress.  At 
about  5  P.M.  we  came  to  the  last  brushwood  that  is  seen  on  this  river,  and 
pitched  close  to  it.  Time  of  travelling,  10^  hours;  distance,  17  miles.  There 
is  a  very  beautiful  aurora  again  this  evening. 

March  17.' — Thermometer  -  34°.  Started  about  6.30,  having  felt  the  cold 
again  very  much ;  our  skins  are  in  such  a  state  that  it  is  impossible  to  w.iap 
them  round  us.  The  morning  is  beautiful,  with  a  light  north-east  wind.  About 
two  hours  after  starting  we  commenced  ascending  the  hill,  up  v/hich  we  first 
had  to  drag  our  sledges  separately.  On  this  side  it  is  a  very  gentle  slope.  We 
kept  the  water  course,  instead  of  the  hill  sides,  and  found  the  travelling 
excellent.  The  snow  is  so  hard  frozen  that  the  runners  do  not  sink  in  the  least, 
and  the  gradual  ascent  is  scarcely  felt  with  our  light  sledge.  Within  less  than 
a  quarter  of  a  mile  of  the  top  we  lost  the  watercourse,  and  had  a  steep  bit  of 
hill,  but  soon  got  to  the  brow,  where  we  again  sav.^  the  Kig-ii-qui-ak  hills.  They 
seem  almost  like  old  friends  to  us.  The  hill  being  steep  here,  the  sledge  de- 
scended very  rapidly  ;  we  at  times  had  to  throw  ourselves  on  the  fore  part  of  it 
to  prevent  its  running  over  the  dogs.  It  was  about  4  o'clock  when  we  again 
struck  the  course  of  the  E-nu-lu-nuk,  and  in  an  hour  and  a  half  reached 
E-tum-ner-te,  the  small  hut,  where  we  were  weatherbound  on  the  22d  of  last 
month.  Time  of  travelling,  1 1  hours  ;  distance,  25  miles.  Many  tracks  of 
wolves  were  seen  during  the  day. 

March  18. — Thermometer  —  25°.  Started  about  6.30,  keeping  the  course  of 
the  river,  and  made  the  same  journey  as  our  corresponding  one  in  coming 
except  that  we  travelled  about  six  miles  further  down  the  river  in  hopes  of 
reaching  Poi-loc-low-ree-ec  to-morrow.  I  wished  to  avoid  sleeping  at  Show-e- 
yok  if  possible.  A  great  number  of  ptarmigan  were  seen  during  the  day.  At 
about  4  P.M.  we  passed  the  patch  of  brushwood  from  which  we  started  a  large 
pack  of  hares  when  going  up  the  river,  and  now  saw  a  still  larger  one  in  the 
same  place,  certainly  not  less  than  60  together.  After  this,  at  every  bend  of 
the  river  that  we  opened,  they  started  by  dozens  from  amongst  the  stones. 
I  should  think  that  between  two  and  three  hundred  must  have  been  seen  during 
the  evening,  we  could  not  get  within  range  of  them ;  we  also  saw  the  tracks  of 
several  wolves  and  a  few  deer.  The  day  has  been  very  clear,  with  a  light 
northerly  breeze  and  considerable  glare.  Pitched  about  6  p.m.,  having  travelled 
1  labours,  and  made  about  19  nailes.  We  used  the  last  of  our  spirits  to-day, 
and  lost  another  dog. 

March  19- — Thermometer  —  34°.     Started  about  5.30,  hoping  to  reach 
Poi-loc-low-ree-ec,  which  is  about  16  miles  distant  from  our  sleeping  place.  At 
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Journal  of  Mr.  Hobson,  the  foot  of  thc  liill  wc  shoiild  lijivci  crossc^l  ovcr  to  Show-c-yok,  M(;t  a  native, 
ciiaSeTo  cilami  "^^^^  ^"^^^  ^^^^^  (li'iving  clccr  on  the  hill  above,  iuul  tliat  by  goin^^-  up  we 
Island  and  back.™'^^°  should  tum  thcm ;   I  therefore  consented  to  keep  the  river,  which,  he  said, 

  would  not  delay  us  much.    At  about  II,  we  reached  a  hunting  hut,  where  I 

bought  a  double  haunch  and  some  small  ])ieces  of  venison,  five  ptarmigan,  anrl 
some  dogs'  food ;  they  seemed  to  have  a  large  stock  of  the  former.  Shortly 
after  leaving  this  we  sti-uck  across  a  hill,  and  found  that  the  round  we  had  taken, 
instead  of  delaying  us  a  little,  had  led  us  several  miles  irom  our  course.  The 
guide  not  knowing  thc  position  of  Show-e-yok,  we  should  have  been  late  in 
getting  there  had  we  not  met  a  native  about  two  o'clock,  who  pointed  out  a 
sledge  track  to  us.  We  have,  however,  spoiled  a  day's  work,  as  1  fear  that  we 
cannot  reach  Obeli  to-morrow.  Reached  the  village  (Show-e-yok)  about  4.15, 
having  travelled  10|  hours,  and  passed  over  at  least  18  miles  for  the  nine  which 
we  should  have  gone  had  we  followed  our  former  route.  We  had.  to  cross  a 
small  stream  near  here,  which  is  overflowed  for  some  distance,  I  suppose  from 
the  presence  of  springs.  A  very  great  number  of  deer  were  seen  to-day,  and 
one  wolf  follov/ed.  up  a  small  herd.  The  snow  is  literally  cut  to  pieces  by  deer's 
tracks.  The  wind  has  been  from  the  north-eastward,  and  freshened  a  good  deal 
towards  evening.  Show-e-yok,  at  present,  is  indeed  the  land  of  plenty,  their 
stages  are  literally  loaded  with  venison,  and  there  is  an  immense  quantity  buried 
about  the  place.  A  man  brought  me  a  double  haunch  as  a  present  directly  we 
arrived.  The  hut  that  I  am  in  at  present  is  crowded  with  natives ;  they  have 
an  immense  fire  in  it,  and  are  eating  venison  as  fast  as  they  can  cook  it, 
with  appetites  that  seem  insatiable.  I  have  been  obliged  to  commence  writing 
in  self-defence,  as  they  are  literally  overwhelming  me  with  pieces,  and  I  prefer 
waiting  for  my  own  dinner ;  they  are  too  busy  to  barter  with  us  to-night.  When 
we  arrived,  all  the  village  came  out  to  meet  us ;  they  dragged  our  sledge  in, 
and  seemed  to  think  it  rather  strange  than  otherwise  that  we  should  have 
veturned. 

March  20. — Thermometer  —  15°.  Turned  out  before  daybreak,  intending  to 
start  at  once  ;  breakfast  at  Poi-loc-low-ree-ec,  and  push  on  for  Obeli.  In  this, 
however,  I  was  foiled ;  the  sledge  had  yet  to  be  bought,  and  this  was  not  to  be 
accomplished  so  easily  as  I  had  imagined.  After  considerable  delay  and 
difficulty,  I  thought  I  had  satisfied  the  owner,  and  went  outside  the  hut,  where 
I  presently  bartered  as  much  venison,  and  as  many  fish  and  ptarmigan  as  we 
could  carry.  We  were  just  lashing  up  the  sledge  when  the  man  to  whom  it 
belonged  came  out  and  wished  to  return  what  had  been  given  to  him  for  it. 
Anxious  to  start,  I  gave  him  some  more  beads,  but  he  was  still  unsatisfied. 
Whilst  he  was  hesitating  about  the  price,  the  man  who  had  lent  me  a  dog 
(which  died  the  day  before  yesterday)  came  up;  I  had  already  remunerated 
him,  but  he  noisily  made  a  further  demand.  A  young  native,  who  had  been 
very  troublesome  on  oUr  former  visit,  commenced  throwing  things  off  our  sledge ; 
this  was  the  signal  for  a  sort  of  attack.  The  sledge  would  soon  have  been 
stripped  had  I  not  interfered  to  prevent  it.  The  man  who  commenced  pushed 
me  back  two  or  three  times,  but  was  not  strong  enough  to  prevent  my  interpos- 
ing myself  between  the  sledge  and  him  :  the  men  doing  the  same,  they  could 
touch  nothing  without  attacking  us,  which  I  feared,  from  the  growing  excitement 
amongst  them,  that  they  were  inclined  to  do.  I  immediately  gave  the  owners 
of  the  dog  and  sledge  a  large  bunch  of  beads,  even  making  each  man  express 
himself  satisfied  before  qiu'tting  my  hold  of  them,  lashed  up  and  left  the  village 
as  quickly  as  I  could.  Had  wcresented,  or  not  resisted  their  conduct,  I  think  a 
skirmish  would  have  been  the  consequence,  in  which,  from  their  numbers,  we 
should  probably  have  been  overpowered,  although  our  hrearms  were  at  hand.  It 
is  worthy  of  note,  that  altliough  the  Obeli  and  many  river  natives  are  congregated 
here,  all  but  the  Show-e-yok  men  stood  aloof,  and  showed  no  disposition  to  inter- 
fere ;  as  we  were  leaving  the  village,  venison,  ptarmigan,  and  fish  were  almost 
forced  upon  us;  I  could  have  bought  l,5()()lbs.  of  the  former  without  the 
slightest  difliculty.  We  ha,d  been  so  much  delayed  that  it  was  nine  o'clock 
belbre  we  were  away,  so  I  had  to  content  myself  with  reacliing  Poi-loc-low-ree-ec, 
abreast  of  which  place,  we  got  into  the  I'ivcr,  wetting  ourselves  nearly  to  the 
luiees  ;  we  reached  the  hut  about  2  p.m.  As  it  is  now  deserted  we  were  able  to 
raise  a  large  fire  in  it  to  dry  our  (clothes.  A  givat  munber  of  ptarmigan  and 
deer  were  seen  during  the  dsiy  ;  a  gi  eat  number  of  the  former,  and  two  or  three 
of  the  hitter  might  have  been  sliot  without  leaving  the  sledge.    Time  travelling, 
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five  hours  ;  distance,  seven  miles.  There  has  been  a  fresh  north-easterly  breeze  J ournal  of  Mr.  Hobson, 
all  day,  and  the  travelling  has  been  heavy.  ciarenc™to  Chfmisso 

March  21. — Thermometer  — 8°.    Started  about  7  a.m.;  travelling  along  the  Island  and  back. 

course  of  the  river  for  a  short  distance,  and  then  across  the  plain  which  divides   

the  two  villages.  The  snow  on  the  plain  was  rather  heavy,  but  the  weather  has 
been  beautiful ;  there  was  a  light  north-easterly  breeze  all  day,  and  the  glare 
was  so  great  we  were  glad  to  use  the  snow  spectacles  for  the  first  time ;  we 
complained  of  heat  to  day,  and  were  glad  to  be  without  skin  coats  whilst 
actually  dragging  at  the  sledge,  but  felt  the  cold  directly  we  stopped ;  at  about 
three  we  reached  two%unting  huts  near  Obeli,  and  remained  there  half-an-hour. 
The  people  gave  us  some  boiled  venison,  in  return  for  which  I  made  them  some 
small  presents  of  tobacco  ;  reached  Obeli  at  four,  and  found  it,  as  we  had  been  led 
to  suppose,  deserted  in  consequence  of  several  people  having  died  there  lately. 
Time  of  travelling  8i  hours,  distance  15  miles.  Awakened  in  the  middle  of  the 
night,  I  ob^erved  our  guide  sitting  up  in  a  corner  of  the  hut,  and  asked  him 
why  he  could  not  sleep  :  he  told  me  that  it  was  hard  to  sleep  in  a  hut  where  any 
one  had  died,  and  could  not  be  persuaded  to  do  so. 

March  22. — Thermometer  —8°.  Whilst  we  were  at  breakfast  this  morning 
two  women  came  to  the  hut  with  venison,  &c.  for  sale,  which  I  got  from  them 
for  a  mere  trifle  ;  started  at  seven,  a  beautiful  morning  with  a  light  north-easterly 
breeze  and  considerable  glare  ;  found  the  travelling  very  heavy  ;  arrived  at  Ko- 
gru-pack  about  5  ;  it  is  still  deserted.  Time  of  travelling  10  hours,  distance  10 
miles.  Our  best  dog  died  shortly  after  reaching  the  village :  we  have  only  two 
left  that  are  worth  anything,  and  those  much  fallen  off.  A  good  many  ptarmi- 
gan were  seen  during  the  day. 

March  23. — Thermometer  —2°.  Started  about  six ;  our  progress  during  the 
early  part  of  the  day  much  impeded  by  the  ice  on  the  river  being,  in  many  places, 
overflowed ;  about  nine  we  were  brought  to  a  full  stop,  the  ice  being  weak  all 
round  us,  and  no  passage  out  to  be  found ;  had  to  make  a  run  for  the  shore, 
which  we  did  with  the  ice  cracking  and  water  springing  at  every  footstep  :  after 
reaching  the  land,  dragged  the  sledge  along  a  steep  snow  bank  formed  against 
the  side  of  a  clifiP,  with  difficulty  preventing  a  capsize  ;  after  this  was  passed  we 
got  upon  smooth  ice,  and  made  good  progress  until  one,  when  we  came  to  a  hut 
inhabited  by  two  old  men,  who  seem  ill  off  and  have  nothing  to  barter.  The 
river  now  again  became  difficult  to  pass,  and  continued  so  for  a  mile  and  a  half, 
whenwe  got  on  to  the  wide  part  of  the  stream,  and  no  more  water  Avas  met  with, 
but  the  snow  was  so  heavy  that  we  made  but  bad  travelling  with  our  weak  team 
of  dogs,  and  had  to  keep  the  stream  which  increased  our  distance  much  ;  stopped 
at  about  five  at  a  deserted  hut  called  Oa-te-ue,  having  travelled  i  I  hours,  and 
made  about  15'.    A  great  many  ptarmigan  seen  during  the  day. 

March  24. — Thermometer  +2°.  Started  at  6.30  and  reached  Noo-kui-row- 
e-lic  in  about  two  hours  ;  being  unable  to  barter  anything  there,  we  only  remained 
a  few  minutes.  Shortly  after  leaving  we  passed  through  a  patch  of  brush- 
wood, where  there  was  a  track  barely  wide  enough  to  let  the  sledge  pass.  The 
snow  here  was  exceedingly  deep  and  soft,  causing  us  much  labour  to  get 
the  sledge  along ;  a  considerable  bend  of  the  river  is  cut  off,  however,  by 
crossing  here.  Shortly  after  getting  on  the  river  again  we  saw  another  sledge 
coming  towards  us,  which  was  soon  made  out  to  be  Mr.  Bourchier  and  party, 
with  eight  days'  provisions  for  us.  Our  ship's  provisions  were  all  out,  but  we 
had  sufficient  venison  and  ptarmigan  on  the  sledge  to  carry  us  to  the  ship,  even 
if  we  failed  to  get  anything  more.  We  were  exceedingly  glad  to  meet  the  supply 
sent  us,  as  our  biscuit  has  been  out  since  the  9th,  and  spirits  since  the  IQth  of 
this  month;  the  tea  and  sugar  lasted  till  the  21st,  and  I  kept  a  small  quantity 
of  meat  as  a  stand-by,  until  we  obtained  a  supply  at  Show-e-yok.  We  met  Mr. 
Bourchier  about  10.30,  three  miles  from  Kik-to-a-lik,  which  we  reached  about 
an  hour  and  a-half  afterwards,  and  decided  upon  remaining  there  for  the  night. 
Time  of  travelling,  5^  hours  ;  distance,  7  miles.  We  met  some  natives,  who  were 
passing  on  the  river  at  a  place  where  it  is  dammed  close  to  the  village. 

March  25. — Thermometer  +  12°.  Started  at  eight,  having  packed  everything 
that  we  are  not  likely  to  use  on  Mr.  Bourchier's  sledge,  and  taken  the  eight 
days  provisions  for  us.  He  lent  me  a  dog  to  enable  us  to  keep  up  with  him. 
There  was  a  strong  north-easterly  v/ind  and  slight  snow-drift,  but  the  travelling 
was  very  fair.  Arrived  at  Shung-e-ow-ret  about  11,  at  which  place  we  remained 
for  nearly  an  hour,  and  bought  one  hare,  1 5  ptarmigan,  and  two  large  fish,  as 
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journaiofMr.iiobson,  y^Q\]  as  Romc  dof^H  food,    Tlic  watci'  by  the  })ai)ks  of  the  river  in  brackish  here, 
Samlirtoa^^^^^       which  is  not  the  case  five  uiilcs  fui-thcrup  the  river.    Shortly  after  leaving  tlic 
Island  and  back.       village,  I  was  obhgcd  to  shoot  another  dog;  she  was  evidently  dying  in  much 
pain,    lleached  Cuv-vi-e-rook  about  four.    Time  of  travelling,  seven  hours; 
distance,  12  miles.    A  herd  of  deer  were  seen  close  to  the  huts. 

March  26. — Thermometer  +  15".  Read  the  morning  prayers  ;  started  about 
5.30,  having  a  long  day's  journey  l)efore  us.  A  few  deer  were  seen  in  the 
morning.  The  wind  from  E.N.E.  during  the  day.  We  continued  travelling 
until  about  seven,  when  we  reached  Toc-suc,  and  stoppecj  there  for  the  night. 
Time  of  travelling,  13i  hours  ;  distance,  24  miles,  'i  he  huts  are  very  small,  and 
full  of  natives  ;  a  number  of  them  turned  out  of  the  hut  we  are  in  to  make  room 
for  us,  sleeping  outside  themselves. 

March  27- — lliermometer  +  18°.  Started  about  six,  and  stopped  to  cook 
breakfast  at  7-30  in  the  gorge,  where  there  is  a  little  brushwood.  .After  re- 
maining two  hours,  we  again  started;  sighted  the  ship  about  11,  and  reached 
Tup-cut-?-taut  at  12.  After  remaining  there  nearly  an  hour,  we  pushed  on  fV)r 
the  ship,^  which  we  reached  at  6.30  p.m.,  having  been  absent  47  days,  and  travelled 
560  miles.  During  the  whole  of  the  time  we  have  been  travelling,  not  an  hour 
lias  been  spent  out  jf  harness  by  any  of  the  party,  myself  included.  Our  dogs, 
which  were  not  very  good  when  we  left  the  ship,  have  all  died,  with  the  excep- 
tion of  two ;  we  lost  one  to-day,  making  the  ninth  that  has  died.  Time  of 
travelhng,  9^  hours  ;  distance,  I6  miles. 

William  R.  Hobson,  Mate. 


Enclosure  7  in  Commander  Trollope's  Letter  to  the  Secretary 

OF  THE  Admiralty. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  Rattlesnake, 

Port  Clarence,  March  28,  1854. 

Proceedings  of  a  (Received  November  17,  1854.) 

Mr.  Bourchier,  Acting  ^-'^J^'  ^  '  ^ 

Master.  I  HAVE  the  lionour  to  report  to  you,  in  compliance  with  your  orders, 

dated  the  21st  instant,  I  left  the  ship  at  eight  o'clock  in  the  morning  of  that  day, 
with  provisions  for  Mr.  Hobson  and  his  party. 

Owing  to  the  inefficiency  of  the  dogs  our  travelling  on  the  first  day  was  very 
heavy,  we  did  not  arrive  at  Lox-suk  until  half-past  six  in  the  evening  ;  on  get- 
ting up  the  next  morning,  I  found  that  one  of  the  dogs  brought  from  the  ship 
had  run  away ;  I  succeeded  in  hiring  two  more  from  the  natives,  and,  having 
already  two  from  another  native  of  this  place,  I  deemed  it  advisable  to  hire 
a  boy  named  Oo-ternia,  for  a  large  knife,  to  proceed  with  us  as  a  leader  for  the 
sledge,  the  dogs  following  him  more  willingly  than  they  would  strangers. 

While  crossing  the  great  lake  called  I-mow-ruk,  we  met  a  native  who  told 
us  he  had  seen  the  track  of  two  sledges,  and  three  people  which  had  passed  to 
the  northward  of  us  before  daybreak :  followed  the  track  and  were  led  out  of  our 
route  to  Cove-e-a-ruk :  had  consequently  to  sleep  in  the  snow,  finding  in  the 
morning  that  we  had  encamped  about  two  miles  from  that  place. 

We  started  at  sunrise  on  the  morning  of  the  23rd,  having  spent  the  night 
rather  miserably.  On  our  arrival  at  the  village,  found  it  deserted  b}'^  the 
natives  :  saw  Mr.  Hobson's  sledge  that  he  had  left  on  his  way  to  Chamisso ;  to 
it  1  attached  one  of  the  letters  given  me  by  you  for  his  information,  and  pro- 
ceeded on  to  Shang-e-ow-rel,  where  I  stopped  for  the  night. 

Passed  through  Kek-toa-a-luk  about  nine  o'clock  on  the  morning  of  the  24th ; 
left  there,  as  you  directed,  a  lel  ter  for  Mr.  Hobson  ;  secured  it  to  a  post,  as  there 
are  no  natives  at  this  place.  On  getting  about  a  mile  and  half  from  the  village, 
saw  a  sledge  coming  down  the  river,  which  proved  to  be  Mi\  Hobson  and  party, 
all  well;  returned  -svith  him  to  Kek-too-a-luk,  where  we  spent  the  night  and  then 
started  for  the  ship.  Passed  through  Covc-e-a-ruk  on  the  25th :  slept  at 
Lox-suk  on  the  26th,  and  arrived  on  board  last  night  at  7-30  p.m. 

I  have,  Sec. 
Thomas  Bouecihkr,  Acting  Master. 
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From  Commander  Trollope  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,. 

Abstract  of  Proceedings  from  6th  September  1853  to  30th  Jmie  1854. 

Her  Majesty's  Sloop  "Rattlesnake," 
Port  Clarence,  July  6,  1854. 

'1^1^^  (Received  November  17,  1854.) 

In  addition  to  the  detailed  account  of  our  proceedings,  it  may  be  con^  Abitract  of  Proceed- 
venient  to  their  Lordships  to  have  an  abstract  of  the  longer  letter.  SMp^^RaTtiesnake'^^ 

September  6,  1853. — "  Amphitrite"  sailed  from  Point  Spencer. 

September  12. — "  Koh-i-noor,"  trading  schooner,  sailed  for  Bornabi  and 
Hong  Kong. 

October  5. — We  returned  from  our  last  wooding  trip,  having  been  five  times 
to  Point  Spencer,  Point  Jackson,  and  once  outside. 

October  11. — Streams  frozen  over;  discontinued  watering;  took  up  our 
position  for  winter  quarters  in  the  north-east  bight  of  Port  Clarence. 

October  15. — Ice  began  to  form;  withdrew  carpenters  and  blacksmith  from 
the  shore. 

October  29- — John  Dadd,  coxswain  of  pinnace,  died  (inflammation  of  the 
lungs). 

October  30. — Port  Clarence  covered  with  ice ;  confined  to  the  ship  by  it. 
November  4. — Port  Clarence  entirely  clear  of  ice.    Supplying  ourselves  with 
water  by  melting  snow. 

November  6. —  Buried  the  body  of  the  late  John  Dadd. 

November  9.  — Frozen  in  for  a  full  due  ;  natives  came  to  us  over  the  ice  in 
sledges,  with  dogs. 

December  21. — Disruption  of  the  ice  from  the  shore,  caused  by  a  very  high 
tide  and  mild  weather. 

January  9?  1854. — I  went  to  King-a-ghee. 

January  15. — Mr.  Gilpin  followed,  with  a  further  supply  of  provisions. 

January  27- — Both  returned  without  any  intelligence,  and  without  having 
been  able  to  communicate  with  Asia,  the  open  water  extending  within  two 
miles  of  Cape  Prince  of  Wales. 

January  28, — Surveyed  and  brought  on  board  provisions  from  cache  in 
Grantley  Harbour. 

Januar}'  29- — -Mr.  Hobson  and  party  went  to  Kotzebue  Sound. 

March  21. — Mr.  Bourchier  went  with  provisions  to  meet  him  on  his  return. 

March  27. — Both  returned  to  the  ship  without  having  obtained  any  intelli- 
gence, or  met  with  any  tidings  of  Europeans.  The  depot  of  provisions 
untouched. 

April  10. — Brought  the  "  Owen"  over  from  "  Plovers"  house  in  Grantley 
Harbour,  to  the  house  we  are  building  on  the  North  Spit. 

April  17. — Got  the  rudder  off,  boats,  spars,  &c. ;  began  to  take  the  tilt 
cloth  off. 

May  1 . — Discontinued  Sylvester's  stove ;  got  the  tilt  cloth  oflp ;  unbent  sails  ; 
caulked  ship. 

May  14. — Discontinued  using  snowwater;  refitting;  repairing  boats,  sails, 
&c. ;  painting  the  boats  on  the  ice.  Water  began  to  form  round  the  ship  in 
large  pools  or  ponds,  but  she  was  still  up-borne  by  the  ice. 

May  22. — Began  to  cut  the  ship  out ;  but  before  we  had  finished  she  dis- 
engaged herself  from  the  ice,  and  went  down  in  the  water  five  inches  forward 
and  nine  inches  abaft. 

May  29. — Party  under  Mr.  Oliver,  carpenter,  landed  to  go  on  with  the 
house ;  had  a  very  narrow  escape  of  losing  a  sledge  load  of  provisions  and  four 
men,  by  the  ice  breaking  through  in  going  on  shore ;  some  of  the  provisions 
and  stores  were  lost. 

June  1.  Open  water  round  the  ship  ;  first  communication  by  water  this  year, 
by  a  native  Caiac,  who  landed  the  caulker  to  go  on  with  the  house. 

June  2. — The  cutter  landed  with  stores  and  provisions.  Sound  still  encum- 
bered with  ice ;  obliged  to  haul  the  boat  upon  shore  if  she  remained,  and  to 
hoist  her  up  immediately  on  returning  to  the  ship,  to  avoid  the  large  floes  as 
they  came  drifting  down. 
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Abstract  of  Proceed-       jm^j.  iQ__  Shccred  tlic  sliip  occasioiiu]  ly  U>  dear  the  floes  ;  when  they  Htruek 
Shfp°'iSttonE;'''  her,  it  was  not  witlv  any  violence.    The  l)oats  were  occaHionally  detain(;(l  in 
coming' oil"  and  going  on  shore  hy  the  ice. 

June  18. — Ice  has  apparently  entirely  left  Port  (JIarence. 
June  21. — Sent  Pinnace  to  Point  Spcjuter  to  bury  information;  and  to  J'oint 
Jackson  with  the  carpenter  to  examine  the  nature  and  (juantity  of  the  drift- 
wood there. 

June  22. — Swung  ship  for  deviation. 

June  24. — Observed  a  ship  between  King's   Island  and  J\)int  Spencer. 
About  7  P.M.  lost  sight  of  her  again  in  the  mirage. 

June  25.— Sunday.    Made  our  number  to  H. M.S.  "  Trincomalee,"  Captain 
Wallace  Houston;  27  days  from  Honolulu. 

June  30. — Captain  Houston  replaced  those  officers  and  men  who  were  con- 
sidered by  the  surgeons  unfit  to  remain  in  this  climate. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Henry  Trollope, 
The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,  Commander. 
London. 


Further  Proceedings  of  Commander  Trollope,  H.M.S.  "  Rattlesnake." 

Commander  Trollope's  Letter  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

(No.  8  of  1854  )  Her  Majesty's  Sloop  "  Rattlesnake," 

Port  Clarence,  Aug.  18,  1854. 
SlR^  (Received  Nov.  17.) 

I  BEG  to  acquaint  you  for  the  information  of  my  Lords,  with  the  pro- 
ceedings of  H.M.S.  "  Rattlesnake  "  since  my  last  letter  of  July  15th, 
Track  chart  During  our  cruise  to  the  northward  we  have  closely  skirted  the  pack  between 

enclosed.  j^^-^^        America,  without  having  even  seen  a  ship,  or,  I  regret  to  say,  anything 

could  give  the  slightest  clue  to  the  fate  of  Sn^  John  Franklin. 

It  was  my  desire  to  have  examined  the  more  distant  peaks  seen  by  Captain 
Kellett  in  1849  ;  but  the  ice  has  prevented  our  approaching  within  60  miles  of 
Herald  Island.  We  sailed  from  Port  Clarence  on  the  15th  July,  beat  through 
the  Strait  on  the  following  day,  passing  between  Krusentern  and  the  Fairway 
rock,  with  a  fresh  breeze  from  N.N.W. :  on  the  17th  July  we  had  a  fine  view  of 
both  continents,  and  stood  for  Serdze  Kamen  with  the  wind  at  N.E.,  falling  in 
with  the  ice  heavily  packed  off  that  Cape,  and  extending  to  the  northward 
between  the  l72d  and  173rd  degree  of  west  longitude.  We  skirted  it  very  closely, 
seeing  very  few  whales  but  countless  herds  of  walrus,  until  we  were  in  70°  8' 
north,  and  173°  west,  standing  through  much  sailing  ice,  and  trying  several 
lanes  ; — the  ice  made  a  sudden  ti-end  to  the  eastward  about  15  or  20  miles  south 
of  Herald's  shoal;  in  l68°  v/est,  it  again  took  a  northerly  direction,  and  we 
followed  it  to  71°  45'  and  165°  west,  with  a  strong  southerly  breeze,  when  the 
ice  again  trended  to  the  eastward.  As  it  was  now  the  28th  July  I  was 
desirous  of  being  on  the  American  coast,  to  keep  our  appointed  rendezvous  with 
the  "  Plover"  off  Point  Franklin  or  Wainwright  Inlet.  On  the  29th  we  made 
the  land  about  Point  Belcher  several  hours  before  we  expected  to  do  so, 
proving  the  existence  of  a  strong  north-east  current :  the  wind  was 
dead  on  shore,  and  far  too  fresh  to  admit  of  landing.  On  Sunday  30th  July 
it  fell  calm  for  seven  or  eight  hours,  during  which  time  in  a  fog  we 
drifted  to  the  north  east  two  miles  an  hour.  Very  fortunately  it  cleared  up 
in  the  afternoon,  and  we  were  able  to  ^et  observations  both  for  time  and 
iatiLude,  which  put  us  in  71°  10'  and  157  10'.  I  was  now  desirous  to  make 
the  land,  and  sighted  Cape  Smyth  about  7  p.m.,  the  ice  closely  packed  on  the 
shore,  and  the  main  pack  some  four  or  five  miles  off,  but  apparently  clooing 
round  to  the  low  sandy  neck  running  up  to  Point  Barrow.  The  natives  from 
the  village  on  CJape  Smyth  were  attracted  by  the  ship,  and  I  thought  they  were 
endeavouririg  to  lavmch  a  baidar ;  I  doubt,  however,  if  it  was  practicable.  I 
w!is  very  desirous  to  have  comnnniicatcd  with  them,  but  the  position  of  the 
shi[)  was  not  by  any  means  desirable.  I  imagine  I  saw  a  lane  three  miles  off 
hIioi-c,  tin-ough  which  a  propcM'ly  i'ortified  ship  might  have  passed,  but  with  our 
ovcrh.'inging  channtils  I  did  not  like  risking  being  beset;  the  weatlier  was 
threatening  also,  the  wind  dead  on  sliorc,  and  the  ])ack  evidently  closing  in  on 
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the  lane  through  which  we  had  entered.    From  the  masthead  we  could  see  into  Further  Proceedings 
Elson  Bay,  and  I  reluctantly  gave  up  the  prospect  of  going  round  Point  » KSesnS'eX' '^^'^ 

Barrow,  when  the  ice  would  not  permit  the  ship  to  go  farther  to  the  north-east,   

without  entering  a  narrower  lane  than  we  were  already  in.  With  the  idea  that 
some  of  the  "  Plover's"  might  be  at  Cape  Smyth,  I  fired  a  gun  and  showed  our 
number,  for  I  could  not  imagine  that  she  was  released  at  this  early  period 
(30th  July). 

The  wind  was  still  from  the  westward,  and  notwithstanding  the  experience  I 
had  had  of  the  strength  of  the  current,  in  endeavouring  to  maintain  a  station  off 
Point  Franklin  the  ship  was  set  into  the  depth  of  Pearl  Bay,  and  between  the 
1st  and  the  4th  August  she  was  in  a  very  critical  position  :  the  hands  were  con- 
stantly called  for  three  nights,  which,  as  we  only  number  17  in  a  watch,  was 
very  trying  to  the  men ;  but  to  hold  our  own  we  were  obliged  to  carry  a  heavy 
press  of  sail,  treble  reefed  topsails  and  courses,  when  I  would  gladly  have  seen  her 
under  a  close  reefed  maintopsail  and  forestaysail ;  but  we  were  beset,  tacking  in 
10  fathoms,  and  the  ice  evidently  setting  down  upon  Point  Franklin,  and  a 
short  hollow  sea  that  tried  every  rope  and  spar  to  the  utmost.  I  am  glad  to 
say  that  we  had  no  mishap,  and  succeeded  in  getting  to  the  westward  before 
the  ice  set  down  upon  us. 

On  Sunday,  6th  August,  we  were  between  Cape  Collie  and  Point  Belcher, 
the  pack  having  set  down  on  the  coast  very  considerably.  The  wind  fell  light, 
and  the  current  was  so  strong  that  I  had  no  other  resource  but  to  anchor  about 
10  or  12  miles  north  of  Cape  Collie.  On  the  7th  I  went  on  shore,  and  was, 
on  landing,  overwhelmed  with  printed  and  w^ritten  papers  (presented  by  a  most 
friendly,  obliging,  but  particularly  dirty  set  of  natives),  which  had  been  dis- 
tributed by  Captain  Maguire  and  the  officers  of  the  "  Plover,"  by  travelling 
parties,  between  the  31st  May  and  the  23d  July.  I  do  not  know  whether  I  was 
more  pleased  or  surprised  to  hear  that  she  had  actually  passed  this  place  on  her 
way  to  Port  Clarence  on  the  23d  ultimo.  I  was  so  fully  impressed  with  the 
idea  that  it  was  not  possible  for  her  to  be  released  before  the  first  week  in 
August,  that  my  great  anxiety  was  that  she  should  not  pass  us.  I  distributed 
presents  and  rewards,  erected  a  mark,  and  returned  on  board.  A  light  north- 
east wind  carried  us  off  the  land,  from  which  the  ice  had  now  cleared  away,  but 
in  71°  north,  and  162°  and  l64°  west,  we  again  fell  in  with  it.  I  was  now  most 
desirous  of  joining  the  "  Plover,"  and  made  all  sail  to  the  southward,  sighting- 
Cape  Lisburn  on  the  9th  August,  and  passing  the  straits  in  very  thick  weather 
on  the  1 1th,  without  seeing  land,  until  we  hauled  up  for  Cape  York.  We 
entered  Port  Clarence  in  the  evening,  and  had  the  pleasure  of  finding  the 
"  Plover "  in  company  with  the  "  Trincomalee,"  all  well,  she  having  arrived  on 
the  1st  August. 

The  *'  Plover "  had  experienced  a  very  severe  winter,  and  Commander 
Maguire  anticipated  a  longer  detention  even  than  in  1 853,  but  the  reverse  was 
the  case — another  proof  of  the  extreme  uncertainty  of  the  seasons  and  the 
movement  of  the  ice. 

The  "  Plover  "  has  been  completed  with  stores  and  provisions  (41  men  for 
540  days),  and  being  in  every  respect  ready  for  sea,  will  sail  on  the  19th 
August  for  Point  Barrow — five  days  earlier  than  in  1853. 

In  obedience  to  their  Lordships'  orders,  I  propose  to  leave  Port  Clarence 
about  the  10th  July  1855,  again  skirt  the  pack  between  Asia  and  America,  and 
be  off  Wainwright  Inlet  about  the  23d  July  ;  there  look  out  for  the  "  Plover," 
and  return  with  her  to  Port  Clarence ;  then  return  to  the  northward,  and  en- 
deavour to  ascertain  if  any  tidings  have  been  received  of  Captain  Collinson, 
and  at  the  end  of  September  or  beginning  of  October,  having  placed  all  our 
spare  stores  and  provisions,  &c.  in  the  house,  proceed  to  San  Francisco  and 
Valparaiso. 

With  the  assistance  of  Captain  Houstoun,  the  house  is  now  nearly  completed. 
I  have  sent  a  plan  of  the  channel  into  Grantley  Harbour  to  Sir  Francis  Beaufort, 
which  will  show  how  ill  adapted  it  is  for  a  ship  drawing  more  than  14  or 
1 5  feet  of  water. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  state  and  condition  of  this  ship,  and 

I  have,  &c. 

Secretary  of  the  Admiralty,     (Signed)     Henry  Trollope,  Commander. 
&c.    &c.  &c. 

VI.  5  Y 
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From  Commander  Trollope  to  the  Secrktary  of  tiik  Admirai;i  v. 

Reporting  the  Arrival  of  Captain  Coi.linson,  C.B.,  at  i-*ort  Clarence,  and 

Safety  of  the  "  Enterprise." 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Rattlesnake," 
(No.  9  of  1854).  San  Francisco,  September  25,  1854. 

Sljj^  (Received  ^'overribei'  ]7.) 

Further  Proceedings  j.  I       to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  my  liordf?;  that  II  , M.S. 

" Katde^aircV and Enterprise"  arrived  at  Port  Clarence  at  11  p.m.,  on  Monday  2 1st  August 
reporting  the  safety  of  1854.  Captain  Colliuson  cousidcrcd  that  it  was  of  importance  that  the  speediest 
'^EVterprize."^'^'^     intelligence  should  be  communicated  to  their  Lordships  of  the  safety  of  the  ship, 

and  desired  me  to  lose  no  time  in  proceeding  to  San  Francisco,  and  forwarding 

his  Despatches. 

During  the  three  years  he  has  been  unheard  of,  three  men  have  died — 
William  Driver,  ship's  cook,  on  the  1 4th  May  1852  ;  William  Greenaway,  A  B., 
14th  November  1853,  and  William  Cheeseman,  private.  Royal  Marines,  29th 
June  1853  ;  but  Captain  Collinson  himself,  and  the  remaining  officers  and  crew, 
59  in  number,  are  in  good  health. 

As  the  "  Plover"  only  sailed  on  Saturday  19th  instant,  Captain  Collinson 
determined  to  follow  and  recall  her,  and  having  completed  his  immediate  wants 
of  provisions  and  stores  up  to  three  months,  and  taking  an  anchor  and  60 
fathoms  of  chain  from  this  ship,  sailed  at  3  p.m  on  the  22d.  for  the  straits  and 
Point  Barrow. 

2,  The  winter  of  1851-2  was  passed  by  the  "Enterprise"  in  a  sound 
called  by  Captain  M'Clure,  Walker's  Bay,  in  Prince  Albert's  land,  latitude 
71°  35' north,  117°  35'  west;  but  she  bad  previously  been  to  the  head  of 
Prince  of  Wales'  Strait,*  and  finding  the  ice  impenetrable,  tried  the  west  coast  of 
Baring  Island  as  far  as  73°  north,  where  it  was  equally  so.  They  found  nume- 
rous traces  of  the  "  Investigator's  "  track,  and  also  of  her  depots  of  provisions  ; 
but  I  grieve  to  say  no  clue  whatever  as  to  Sir  John  Franklin. 

Having  found  the  ice  impracticable  through  Prince  of  Wales'  Strait,  and  also 
round  Baring's  Island,  Captain  Collinson  on  being  released  from  the  ice  on  the 
5th  August  1852,  tried  the  Dolphin  and  Union  Strait,  and  found  winter- 
quarters  1852-3,  in  Cambridge  Bay,  WoUaston  (69°  north,  105°  30'  west),  on 
September  26.  Travelling  parties  went  as  far  as  70°  15'  north,  and  102°  west, 
where  they  discovered  that  Mr.  Rae,  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company,  had  been 
searching  before  them. 

The  winter  in  this  place  was  very  severe,  the  mean  temperature  of  January 
1853,  being  30°.  They  were  released  on  the  5th  August,  but  no  farther 
advance  to  the  eastward  could  be  made  ;  after  being  set  to  and  fro  by  the  ice, 
by  baffling  currents  and  westerly  winds,  they  reached  Camden  Bay  on  the  26th 
September,  where  they  were  frozen  in  1853 — 4,  latitude  70°  08'  north,  longi- 
tude 145°  30'  west. 

3.  On  the  2d  July  1 854,  natives  from  Barter  Island,  produced  papers  printed 
on  board  the  "  Plover"  at  Point  Barrow,  dated  July  4,  1853,  by  which  they 
learnt  that  the  "  Investigator"  had  not  been  heard  of  since  1850  ;  they  also  fell 
in  with  a  quiet  well  behaved  people  called  the  Rat  Indians,  and  by  their  means 
obtained  information  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  fort  on  the  Youcon,  in 
about  66°  north,  and  150°  west.f 

10th  July  the  coast  water  opened  sufficiently  for  a  boat  to  proceed  along  the 
shore ;  Lieutenant  J  ago  went  in  the  whale-boat  to  connnunicate  with  Commander 
Maguire,  and  prepare  supplies  to  enable  the  "  I^nterprise"  to  go  to  the  "  Investi- 
gator's "  assistance.  The  whaleboat  much  damaged  by  the  ice,  reached  Elson 
Bay  on  the  24th,  only  four  days  after  the  "  Plover  "  had  sailed  ;  they  found  the 
caches  much  disturbed  and  some  of  the  bread  eaten. 

The  "  P^nterprise  "  was  not  released  until  the  15th  July,  and  was  then  much 
delayed  hy  the  ice,  so  that  she  did  not  round  Point  Barrow  until  the  9th 
August,  when  she  picked  up  the  whale-boat.    I  believe  Mr.  Jago  saw  the 

— ';     .   —  —   . 


*  WiUriii  <K)  or  100  iiiiKiH  of  WiiiUsr  Iliirbour,  Molvillo  iHliuid. 

I  'I'lic  puHilioii  ol'tliiH  Coi'l;  M.piK.'iu'H  doiihU'iil ;  I  do  not  know      oxact  site. 
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"  Rattlesnake"  off  Point  Barrow,  but  so  far  off",  that  in  the  damaged  state  of  the  Purther  Proceeriinps 
boat  he  could  not  attempt  to  come  off;  indeed  at  the  time  he  mentions  having-  «  R^t^Jes^akg^*?''^  ^^^"^ 
seen  a  ship  (about  noon  on  the  30th  July)  we  were  six  or  seven  leagues  distant.  — ■' 

Captain  Colhnson  passed  Icy  Cape  and  Point  Hope  on  the  10th,  but  was 
baffled  by  calms  and  southerly  winds,  so  that  he  did  not  reach  Port  Clarence 
until  11  P.M.  on  the  2 1st  August. 

4.  His  crew  are  looking  in  most  admirable  health  ;  meeting  him  was  to  me 
like  welcoming  one  from  the  dead ;  it  was  so  unexpected,  that  in  the  darkness 
of  the  night,  after  being  actually  on  board,  I  could  not  believe  it  was  the 
"  Enterprise  "  until  I  recog-nised  Captain  Collinson  and  asked  if  it  was  really 
him.  Except  meeting  with  Sir  John  Franklin  himself,  I  do  not  know  anything 
that  could  have  given  me  greater  pleasure. 

5.  Captain  Collinson  desired  me  to  embark  all  the  stores  and  provisions  from 
the  house ;  but  as  I  had  more  time  to  consider  the  matter  than  he  had,  I  thoug-ht 
it  better  not  to  break  up  the  cache  entirely,  as  it  is  not  impossible  that  both 
"Enterprise"  and  "  Plover"  might  be  caught  in  the  ice  during-  1854-1855.  It 
is  perhaps  not  probable,  but  it  is  certainly  possible,  and  with  this  view  I  left  a 
small  store  of  provisions  in  the  house  (as  by  list  enclosed).  Of  this  deviation 
from  my  orders  I  hope  their  Lordships  will  not  disapprove,  more  particularly  as 
Captain  Collinson  gave  me  to  understand  that  he  should,  under  favourable  cir- 
cumstances, return  to  Port  Clarence,  when  he  could  embark  the  cache. 

From  the  enclosed  lists  of  provisions  it  will  be  seen  that,  even  should  the 
"Enterprise"  and  "  Plover"  be  detained  in  the  ice  during-  the  ensuing  season, 
they  will  have,  although  not  full  allowance,  amply  sufficient  to  secure  health  and 
comfort  during  the  winter. 

The  "Plover"  has  540  days  for  41  men,  or  294  days,  on  two-thirds 
allowance  for  100  men  (the  number  in  both  ships).  The  provisions  in  the 
"Enterprise"  will  extend  this  as  follows,  for  both  crews,  100  men,  on  two- 
thirds  : — 

420  days  Cocoa, 

400    ,,  Sugar, 

370    „  Tea, 

370    „  Rum, 

460     „     Beef  and  pork, 

470    ,,     Bread  or  flour,  in  lieu  of  bread. 

besides  the  various  articles  in  the  "  Plover  "  called  special  comforts. 

Captain  Collinson  did  not  appear  to  entertain  any  doubt  of  his  being  able  to 
recall  the  "  Plover  "  before  the  end  of  the  season,  and  his  opinion  is  of  great  value ; 
but  the  wind  was  from  N.W.,  and  continued  so  when  we  left. 

The  "  Enterprise  "  is  not  the  least  altered  in  appearance  ;  the  copper  is 
much  rubbed,  which  of  course  affects  her  sailing ;  but  I  did  not  hear  it  par 
ticularly  mentioned. 

6.  We  sailed  at  8  p.m.  on  Wednesday  23d  August,  and  arrived  off  the 
Aleutian  Isles  on  Monday  28th,  when  the  wind  fell  light  and  hauled  round  to 
the  southward,  with  calm  and  fog,  so  that  we  did  not  pass  through  the  Amoukhta 
Channel  until  the  31st  of  August.  After  being  much  detained  by  east  and  south-  . 
east  winds,  and,  on  nearing  the  coast  by  thick  fogs,  a  momentary  clear  on  the  morn- 
ing of  the  24th  September  enabled  us  to  get  a  bearing  of  the  Farallones,  and  to 
pick  up  an  anchorage  off  the  entrance  of  San  Francisco  in  1 4  fathoms.  Punta 
Boneta  E.N.E.  (true),  6^  miles.  We  received  intelligence  that  war  had  been 
declared  against  Russia,  and  that  the  Amphitrite  and  Trincomalee,  in  companj^ 
with  a  French  frigate,  had  only  left  the  port  on  the  previous  day.  An  American 
pilot,  who  gave  us  the  information,  on  hearing  that  we  had  been  engaged  in  the 
search  for  Sir  John  Franklin,  offered  his  services  gratuitously,  in  the  name  of 
all  the  pilots ;  and  I  could  not  but  be  much  gratified  with  the  spirit  which 
induced  them  to  make  this  handsome  offer  of  assistance,  and  told  him  I  should 
certainly  mention  it  to  their  Lordships.  The  pilot  who  came  on  board  was  Mr. 
Peter  M'Nally.  I  did  not,  of  course,  express  any  wish  for  him  to  come,  but 
felt  that  it  would  be  uncivil  not  to  accept  the  offer. 

We  anchored  in  Saulsalito  Bay,  San  Francisco,  at  9  a.m.  In  compliance  with 
their  Lordships'  orders,  I  shall  lose  no  time  in  proceeding  to  Valparaiso,  and 
hope  to  sail  to-morrow. 

5  Y  2 


Furtner  Proceedings       (japtaiii  Collinsoii  t,ol(l  iiic  tliat,  aftcr  rc-C'd\\ii)(r  the  "  l^lover,"  he  intended  to 

of  ller  IVIajesly's  Ship        ^-^'4-"  '     '  ^  ,  rr  '  ^  ' 

"  KattiesTiake.  j         procccd  to  Jlong-Kong. 

—  By  the  " 'riiiicomalee"  I  sent  full  accounts  of  our  proccedhigs  during  the 

winter,  and  also  of  our  cruise  to  the  north. 

I  beg  leave  to  enclose  a  stale  and  condition  of  the  sl)ip. 

I  have,  &c. 

Heniiy  Trollope,  Commander. 


Enclosure  I  in  Commander  Tuollope's  Letter  to  the 
Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship,  "  Entei*prise," 
Sir,  Port  Clarence,  August  22,  1854. 

As  I  deem  it  very  important  that  their  Lordships  should  be  acquainted 
with  the  intelligence  of  the  safety  of  the  "  Enterprise,"  it  is  my  direction  that 
you  use  all  despatch  in  embarking  the  stores  and  provisions  from  the  house  on 
Grantley  North  Spit,  and  proceed  to  San  Francisco  and  \^alparaiso,  endeavour- 
ing by  all  means  to  save  the  September  mail. 

As  Her  Majesty's  Sloop  "  Plover,"  only  sailed  on  Saturday  the  19th  instant, 
I  shall  sail  in  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Enterprise,"  and  endeavour  to  fall  in  with 
her  prior  to  her  arriving  at  Point  Barrow,  or  to  follow  her  there,  and  return 
with  her  to  this  port  ;  from  thence,  I  propose  proceeding  to  Hong  Kong,  while 
the  "  Plover"  will  go  Valparaiso. 

I  am,  &c.. 

Commander  Henry  Trollope,  (Signed)       R.  Collinson,  Captain. 

H.M.S.  "Rattlesnake." 
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Proceedings  of  Commander  Maguire,  Her  Majesty's  Discovery  Ship 
"  Plover,"  Behriiig's  Straits  Division  of  Arctic  Search. 


Commander  R.  Maguire  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
reporting  Proceedings, 

Her  Majesty's  Discovery  Ship  "  Plover,"  Port  Clarence, 
Sir,  August  18th,  1854. 

I  HAVE  the  honour  to  report  to  you,  for  the  information  of  my  Iiords  Com-  Proceedings 
missioners  of  the  Admiralty,  the  proceedings  of  Pier  Majesty's  discovery  vessel     of  Commander 
"  Plover,"  during  her  second  ^vinter  passed  at  Point  Barrow,  1853-4.  Maguire. 

In  accordance  with  my  last  communication,  dated  from  the  outer  roads  of 
Port  Clarence,  the  24th  of  August,  1853,  I  proceeded  to  sea  at  3h.  a.m.  On 
the  following  day  shaped  a  course  for  Behring's  Strait,  and  passed  through  the 
eastern  channel  at  noon,  with  a  light  wind  and  strong  favourable  current.  In 
the  afternoon  we  were  boarded  by  a  boat  from  the  American  whale  ship 
"  R.  Morrison,"  of  New  Bedford,  lying  to  a  hedge  waiting  for  a  wind  to  take  her 
over  the  current  to  the  southward.  The  only  intelligence  we  received  was,  that 
they  considered  the  season  a  month  later  than  any  former  one  they  had  ex- 
perienced ;  and  giving  them  the  information  they  required  as  to  where  the  most 
whales  had  been  met  with  and  the  position  of  the  ice,  we  parted  company. 

Our  passage  to  the  north  was  delayed  by  contrary  winds,  although  much 
assisted  by  the  current,  and  it  was  not  till  the  morning  of  the  29th  we  made 
Point  Hope,  where  I  hove  to  for  a  short  time  for  a  party  of  Esquimaux,  landed 
there  by  us  on  our  passage  to  the  southward  from  Point  Barrow.  Seeing  no 
appearance  of  them,  we  proceeded  onward,  and  entered  the  ice  in  loose  streams 
on  the  morning  of  the  31st,  and  previous  to  noon,  Avhen  we  observed  in  lat. 
70°  22'  N.,  long.  161°  30'  W. ;  we  had  to  stand  to  the  S.E.  in  order  to  gain 
more  open  water.  During  this,  a  very  tine  day  and  nearly  calm,  we  were 
surrounded  with  whales  and  walrus,  and  it  seemed  to  me  that  a  ship  in  pursuit 
of  the  former  might  have  made  good  her  cargo  without  incurring  much  risk 
from  the  ice,  as  it  was  light  and  open. 

On  the  following  morning  we  found  ourselves  amongst  very  heavy  ice,  and 
by  forcing  our  way  to  the  S.E.,  gained  open  water,  making  the  land  about 
Wainwright  Inlet  at  lOh.  a.m.  the  same  day.  We  hove-to  off  the  Sea  Horse 
Islands  in  the  afternoon,  to  allow  two  native  oo-mi-aks  to  come  up ;  we  found 
most  of  them  were  old  acquaintances  from  Cape  Smyth,  who  came  on  board  in 
their  usual  clamorous  stjde,  and  did  not  lose  much  time  in  making  known  their 
wants  of  tobacco,  &c.  W e  could  gain  no  satisfactory  intelligence  from  them  as 
to  the  state  of  the  ice  to  the  northward,  and  their  boats  becoming  in  danger 
from  the  ice  getting  closer,  they  were  sent  away ;  and  we  pursued  our  course, 
assisted  by  a  strong  favourable  current,  with  thick  foggy  weather,  making  it 
difficult  to  avoid  the  grounded  masses  of  ice  along  shore.  In  this  way  we  were 
carried,  stern  in,  to  a  heavj^  piece,  of  a  cubical  form,  the  bowsprit  being  saved 
by  a  smaller  piece  of  ice  intervening,  and  we  were  drifted  past  at  the  rate  of 
two  miles  an  hour. 

I  would  gladly  have  made  the  ship  fast,  as  we  vv^ere  approaching  a  very  shoal 
point  (Cape  Franklin),  and  night  coming  on,  but  we  were  carried  along  at  too 
quick  a  rate  to  afford  a  chance  of  doing  so  without  incurring  considerable  risk  of 
getting  separated  from  some  of  our  people.  Passing  the  cape  in  four  and  a  half 
fathoms,  we  had  a  clear  run  for  six  hours,  when  we  were  again  stopped  by  the 
ice  in  Peard  Bay ;  and  by  the  evening  of  the  2d  September,  to  avoid  being 
beset  in  the  event  of  a  change  of  wind,  the  ship  was  warped  and  forced  through 
five  miles  of  close  ice,  and  secured  to  a  grounded  floe,  within  one  mile  of  the  shore. 
The  next  four  days  v,"ere  passed  in  exposed  positions  close  to  the  shore,  making 
a  few  miles  whenever  an  opening  occurred,  young  ice  forming  in  the  night  of 
sufficient  thickness  to  hamper  the  boats  materially  in  laying  out  the  warps. 
Erequent  fogs,  however,  caused  us  to  take  wrong  leads  ;  and  when  the  weather 
cleared  up,  we  could  see  from  the  cliffs  on  shore  a  clear  lane  of  water  outside, 
without  being  able  to  take  advantage  of  it. 

It  is  under  such  circumstances,  when  the  shore  offers  no  shelter,  and  the  lanes 
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Proceedings      of  water  are  too  narrow  for  a  ship  to  beat  in,  that  steam  l)CComeH  8o  available, 
)f  Commander    particularly  in  this  passage,  where,  if  a  ship  is  caught  in  a  breeze  from  the 
ffl^'^'       westward,  she  would  be  very  fortunate  if  not  forced  on  the  beach  by  the  ice. 

Whilst  tlms  detained  off  Refuge  Jnlet,  I  sounded  along  shore,  and  found  the 
beach  sufficiently  steep  to  allow  the  ship  to  be  liauled  within  her  own  length  of 
the  shore,  which  was  so  far  satisfactory,  as  I  considered  our  chance  of  lightening 
the  ship,  and  hauling  her  up  where  we  were,  w;),s  prefei-able  to  that  of  getting 
out  again  to  the  southward,  if  the  unfavourable  state  of  the  ice  should  prevent 
our  advancing. 

Visiting  the  inlet,  we  found  it  most  vexatiously  wanting,  to  people  in  our 
situation,  in  depth  of  water  at  its  two  entrances,  both  of  which  were  so  shoal 
that  it  was  with  difficulty  we  got  the  boat  inside,  although  there  is  a  depth  of 
thirteen  and  fourteen  feet  close  to  on  the  outside ;  otherwise  its  appearance  is 
everything  that  could  be  desired.  Some  natives  approaching  us  from  the  north- 
ward, I  landed  in  that  direction,  being  anxious  to  communicate  with  them,  and 
found  they  were  from  Cape  Smyth,  who,  seeing  the  ship  under  sail  in  the 
morning,  came  down  the  coast  to  visit  us.  The  head  man  of  the  party  was  an 
old  acquaintance,  who  had  made  himself  very  useful  and  friendly  when  we  trans- 
ported our  boats  over  the  ice  in  the  previous  July.  He  proposed  returning  on 
board  in  our  boat,  which  I  willingly  acceded  to,  and  brought  also  a  companion 
for  him,  imagining  that  I  might  by  that  means  get  some  useful  information  as  to 
the  state  of  the  ice  to  the  northward.  I  think,  however,  we  give  them  credit 
for  more  knowledge  in  that  way  than  the}^  possess  ;  and  for  ship  work,  we  have 
found  their  experience  of  no  value. 

The  next  morning,  after  some  hours  with  the  warps,  we  gained  a  lead  of  open 
water,  and  ran  for  two  hours  to  the  N.E.,  when  the  weather  became  so  thick  that 
we  lost  our  lead  for  the  land,  and  although  abreast  of  Cape  Smyth,  we  had  three 
or  four  miles  of  close  ice  intervening.  Endeavouring  to  force  our  way  through 
the  slackest  part,  the  ship  became  beset,  and  drifted  to  the  N.E.  at  the  rate 
of  two  miles  an  hour,  with  thick  foggy  weather.  In  a  partial  clear,  a  Httle  after 
noon,  open  water  was  madje  out  from  the  mast  head  to  the  northward,  and  soon 
afterward  Point  Barrow  and  the  heavy  ridge  of  ice  hummocks  off  it,  the  current 
setting  us  fast  past  them.  All  sail  was  made  to  bore  towards  the  hummocks, 
either  to  force  our  way  between  them  or  to  make  fast  to  avoid  being  carried 
off  the  land ;  the  closeness  of  the  barrier  as  we  approached  precluded  any  hope 
of  the  former,  and  the  rapid  rate  the  current  was  carrying  us  made  our  approach 
a  business  of  some  hazard  in  the  event  of  being  brought  in  contact  with  the 
grounded  ice.  The  wind  favouring  us,  we  succeeded  in  making  the  ship  fast 
to  the  grounded  berg,  in  7^  fathoms,  and  between  20  and  30  feet  high,  where 
we  held  on  against  a  drift  of  heavy  ice,  from  which  the  ship  sustained  some 
severe  pressure  ;  a  shift  of  wind  relieved  us  of  this  inconvenience,  and  left  us 
undisturbed  for  the  night. 

The  natives  of  Point  Barrow  having  made  us  out  previous  to  our  seeing  the 
land  from  the  ship,  came  off  in  their  oo-mi-aks ;  the  lane  of  water  between  the 
hummocks  and  the  land  being  about  four  miles,  hauled  their  boats  up  on  the 
ice,  and  walked  across  to  the  ship.  The  head  people  were  allowed  to  come  on 
board  before  we  were  secured,  much  to  the  satisfaction  of  the  two  men  from 
Cape  Smyth,  who  had  become  rather  anxious  about  getting  on.  As  our  visitors 
were  for  the  most  part  those  who  make  the  eastern  journey  to  Barter  Point,  we 
were  surprised  to  sec  them  back  so  early  compared  with  the  former  years ;  but 
as  we  found  afterwards  that  the  winter  set  in  much  earlier,  it  may  be  supposed 
they  anticipated  the  season.  They  soon  mentioned  having  performed  all  our 
comminsions  relative  to  distributing  printed  notices  of  the  "  Plover's"  position 
and  intentions  amongst  the  eastern  Es(^uimaux,  wlio  in  their  turn  had  promised 
to  give  them  to  the  Mac;kenzie  River  tribe. 

By  this  means  it  is  possible  that  any  parties  trnveihug  along  tlie  coast  from 
the  ships  may  receive  them.  A  very  intelligent  man,  of  i'oint  Barrow,  who 
clearly  understands,  through  the  medium  of  Mr.  Simpson  the  surgeon,  the 
piH'pose  for  which  the  "  I'lover"  was  stationed  there,  and  Avho,  previous  to 
settmg  out,  was  desired  particularly  to  make  the  inqiu'i-y,  informed  us  that  none 
of  the  (iastern  people  they  met  had  ever  seen  or  heard  of  ships  being  on  any 
p!n-(,  of  t,he  (;o!ist  they  fr(;(|ii(Mit;  making  it  ])robable  tliiif  the  "  Investigator"  and 
"  Eiiterprise"  have  not  conuniun'cated  with  the  shoic  to  tlie  westward  of  the 
Mackenzie  from  the  time  of  their  leaving  tlie  Return  Reef  of  Sir  John  Franklin, 
where  they  were  visitcnl  hy  iUc.  natives  ol'  Point  Ran'ow,  in  their  successive 
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years  of  passing,  1850-1.  Our  informant  and  two  others  had  procured  muskets 
from  the  eastern  people  on  their  last  journey,  making  up  the  number  to  four 
amongst  the  Point  Barrow  tribe,  all  of  the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  manufac- 
ture. Gunpowder  was  much  asked  for  in  consequence,  and  tobacco  was  not 
forgotten  in  their  rejoicings  at  seeing  us  again. 

By  2h.  A.M.  the  following  morning,  the  wind  had  cleared  a  passage  for  us 
through  the  hummocks,  and  with  the  earliest  daylight,  3h.  a.m.,  we  stood  through 
into  the  open  water ;  making  a  few  tacks  to  windward  we  were  in  a  position  to 
weather  Point  Barrow,  and  steer  for  the  passage  into  Elson  'Bay.  In  doing  this 
there  was  much  difficulty  in  hitting  the  narrow  channel,  from  a  late  fall  of  snow 
obliterating  the  marks  and  deceiving  us  as  to  distance.  From  this  cause  the 
ship  took  the  ground  on  the  south  side,  but  was  easily  warped  off  Avith  a  kedge, 
and  by  noon  of  September  7th,  we  were  anchored  in  Elson's  Bay,  considering 
ourselves  very  fortunate,  as  it  was  far  from  certain  at  one  period  of  our  passage 
that  the  ice  would  admit  of  our  proceeding.  The  ship  had  been  severely  tried, 
and  bore  the  marks  of  some  heavy  rubs,  but  strange  to  say,  she  leaked  less  than 
when  she  left  Port  Clarence. 

I  now  proposed  securing  the  ship  without  loss  of  time  in  her  winter  quarters, 
to  enable  me  to  take  the  boats  to  the  eastward  to  examine  the  passages  through 
the  chain  of  islands  in  that  direction  (the  "  Plover's"  group)  for  a  ship  channel, 
and  to  collect  wood  for  building  a  house.  A  succession  of  easterly  gales,  how- 
ever, prevented  our  doing  either,  and  sludge  ice  forming  in  the  bay  as  early  as 
the  11th  instant,  I  abandoned  the  idea  of  taking  away  the  boats  ;  and  on  the 
17th,  the  ice  having  set  permanently  fast,  the  ship  was  moved  into  her  winter 
quarters,  near  the  position  occupied  the  former  year,  and  there  housed  in. 

On  the  completion  of  the  latter,  and  of  a  house  built  on  the  neighbouring- 
spit  to  receive  our  deck  load  of  provisions,  the  decks  were  cleared,  and  a  winter 
routine  established,  calculated  to  atford  the  necessary  cleanliness,  occupation, 
and  exercise,  to  ensure  good  health,  which  I  am  glad  to  say  the  crew  have 
enjoyed. 

To  carry  out  their  Lordship's  instructions,  relative  to  depositing  notices  of 
our  proceedings  and  intentions,  and  of  the  store  of  provisions  to  be  left  at  Point 
Barrow,  I  made  a  sledge  journey  as  far  as  Cape  Halkett,  distant  100  miles, 
considering  it  the  most  extreme  position  we  could  gain  at  that  season,  between 
the  7th  and  18tli  of  October,  which  is  a  very  favourable  period  for  ice  travelling, 
as  the  snow  has  not  then  attained  a  thickness  to  cause  an  impediment.  We 
buried  120  lbs.  of  pemmican  at  Cape  Halkett,  and  left  two  separate  marks  to 
point  it  out.  Marks  with  notices  cut  on  boards  were  also  placed  on  several 
prominent  headlands,  for  the  guidance  of  any  parties  falling  back. 

Compared  with  last  year  the  winter  set  in  with  great  severity,  the  ship  being 
frozen  in  ten  days  sooner,  and  the  temperature  falling  below  zero  on  the 
28th  of  September,  sixteen  days  earlier  than  in  the  previous  season.  This 
winter  was  altogether  colder  than  the  last,  with  a  considerable  less  fall  of  snow 
and  the  sky  generally  clearer,  but  there  is  some  reason  to  consider  it  nearer  the 
mean  climate  of  the  place.  Associated  with  this  was  a  more  frequent  display  of 
aurora  borealis,  suggesting  the  idea  of  this  phenomenon  being  connected  with 
terrestrial  radiation. 

With  the  low  temperature  was  also  remarked  the  absence  of  southerly  gales 
and  strong  breezes  near  the  solstice  ;  but  these,  though  later,  were  not  altogether 
absent,  commencing  on  the  10th  January  ;  the  thermometer  rose  to  within  five 
degrees  of  the  thawing  point,  and  the  wind  at  S.W.,  on  the  morning  of  the  13th, 
blew  with  such  force  as  to  drive  the  ice  completely  off  the  coast,  as  in  December, 
1853,  leaving  the  ship  within  two  cables'  length  of  the  open  water. 

The  sun  was  invisible  for  sixty-six  days,  re-appearing  on  the  21st  of  January, 
and  during  the  spring  months  a  hazy  state  of  the  atmosphere  gave  rise  to  fre- 
quent parhelion,  which  on  several  occasions  were  more  numerous  than  I  had 
before  observed. 

On  the  8th  of  April  a  circle  of  white  light  surrounded  the  horizon  at  the 
same  altitude  as  the  luminary,  and  upon  it  were  counted  as  many  as  ten  images, 
diminishing  in  brightness  as  they  receded  from  the  sun  towards  the  opposite 
point  of  the  horizon,  which  was  occupied  by  a  pillar  of  white  light.  Below  the 
sun  was  also  a  white  spot  and  a  faint  display  of  prismatic  colours  above. 

The  conduct  of  the  natives  during  our  second  winter  has  been  a  very  pleasing 
and  satisfactory  contrast  with  their  former  behaviour.  We  found  them  en  our 
return  as  quiet  and  orderly  as  any  civilized  community,  entering  into  the  regu- 
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Proceedings  lations  made  for  the  time  of  visiting  tlie  ship  without  any  sliow  of  opposition. 
*^  M  ™'-uiro^°^     "^^^  result  has  been  a  most  amicable  intercourse,  no  occurrence  taking  place  U> 

_^      '        cause  the  slipjitest  misunderstanding.    Owing  to  their  want  of  success  in  killing 

Avhalcs  in  the  autumn,  and  during  the  winter  a  similar  bad  I'ortune  in  catching 
seals  from  a  greater  prevalence  of  westerly  winds  closing  the  open  water,  they 
have  suff'ered  severe  privations  from  the  want  of  food  aiid  fuel,  and  many  deaths 
have  occurred  in  consequence. 

No  attempt  could  be  made  on  our  part  to  afford  general  relief  to  such  a  large 
number.  In  some  cases  of  disease,  and  to  those  who  had  lost  their  supporters 
by  sickness  and  disaster,  assistance  was  given. 

A  very  melancholy  case  of  the  latter  occurred  on  the  2d  of  October,  when 
three  men,  who  were  out  on  the  ice,  sealing,  were  cai  ried  away  by  a  portion  of 
the  floe  suddenly  breaking  adrift ;  and  as  the  wind  was  blowing  along  the  land, 
they  were  carried  down  the  coast,  often  within  view  of  it,  and  lived  without  sus- 
tenance the  extraordinary  time  of  twelve  days,  when  the  wind  brought  them  in 
contact  with  the  land  ice  between  Icy  Cape  and  Cape  Lisburne,  where  they 
reached  the  shore.  Two  of  the  parly,  who  were  elderly  men,  died  soon  after- 
wards, although  they  had  previously  met  with  a  store  of  walrus  flesh  ;  the  third 
man  eventually  returned  home,  a  shadow  of  his  former  person,  and  died  also 
some  days  afterwards  of  disease  of  the  lungs.  Mr.  Simpson,  the  surgeon,  Avas 
unceasing  in  his  attendance,  carrying  him  daily  some  nutritive  food  and  wine,  to 
endeavour  to  restore  his  strength,  but  without  avail. 

As  five  natives  have  been  carried  out  and  lost  from  Wainwright  Inlet  this 
winter,  and  two  cases  having  occurred  at  Point  Barrow  in  our  first  winter,  one 
of  which  was  fatal,  it  seems  to  be  a  casualty  they  are  more  or  less  accustomed  to. 

In  consequence  of  the  general  scarcity  of  food,  they  availed  themselves  of  the 
first  possible  opportunity  of  carrying  their  oo-mi-aks  over  the  ice  in  the  spring 
to  the  open  water,  and  launched  them  in  pursuit  of  whales  as  early  as  the  26th 
of  April,  ten  days  sooner  than  they  had  commenced  on  the  former  year ;  yet 
with  fine  weather,  and  an  open  sea  in  their  favour,  they  met  with  no  success  in 
proportion  to  their  wants.  A  few  of  them  attributed  their  want  of  good  fortune, 
through  some  superstitious  belief,  of  which  the}'  have  a  good  many,  to  the  pre- 
sence of  the  ship,  and  others  to  the  then  prevailing  easterly  winds  making  the 
open  water  too  extensive;  the  true  cause  of  the  falling  off  in  their  supply,  I 
think,  may  with  better  reason  be  attributed  to  the  sea  being  fished  out  by  the 
large  number  of  vessels  that  annually  enter  Behring's  Strait  in  pursuit  of  w^hale. 

Several  of  the  officers  washing  to  avail  themselves  of  invitations  they  had  re- 
ceived from  the  principal  boat  owners  to  accompany  them  in  a  trip  and  witness 
their  method  of  capturing  whale,  I  gave  them  permission  to  do  so  ;  and  although 
none  were  fortunate  enough  to  see  a  whale  struck,  it  gave  the  natives  an  idea 
that  we  placed  every  confidence  in  them,  and  tended  to  strengthen  the  good 
feeling  existing  between  us.  The  officers  have  described  their  conduct  to  them 
as  considerate  beyond  their  expectations,  showing  that  our  good  opinion  of  them 
had  not  been  misplaced. 

By  the  21st  of  June  the  whaling  oo-mi-aks  were  all  brought  to  the  land,  when 
an  interval  of  ten  days'  festivity  took  place  to  celebrate  the  return  of  the  boats 
and  the  preparations  for  the  summer's  excursions. 

We  received  invitations  to  witness  some  of  their  dances,  and  the  officers  and 
portions  of  the  crew  attended  at  three.  I  availed  myself  of  one  of  these  occa- 
sions to  distribute  some  of  the  presents  supplied  for  the  purpose,  requesting 
them  in  return,  through  the  medium  of  their  chiefs,  to  supply  any  of  our  coun- 
trymen with  food,  if  they  should  meet  with  any  in  distress  along  the  coast  whilst 
on  their  extended  journey.  This  request  was  repeated  quickly  from  one  to 
another,  a)id  answered  with  a  general  shout  of  acquiescence,  and  I  believe  it  would 
be  fulfilled  to  the  extent  of  their  means,  which,  I  am  sorry  to  say,  is  very 
precarious  and  not  to  be  relied  on. 

I  may  here  remark,  that  in  s]K>ii,king  to  the  Esquimaux  of  the  time  since  the 
"  Investigatoi- "  and  "  Knterprize  "  have  been  heard  of,  they  invariably  answer, 
"  Oh,  they  must  have  got  on  the  land  by  this  time,"  tantamount  with  them  to 
being  ()uite  safe,  as  the  region  where  they  could  not  make  out  subsistence 
must  be  l)arren  indeed. 

On  the  2d  of  July  the  eastern  expedition,  consisting  of  fifteen  oo-mi-aks,  car- 
ried on  slcdgcH  with  sc;v(^nty-nv(^  ])eopIe,  pitched  their  tents  close  to  the  ship, 
and  printed  Jiotices,  containing  infoirtiation  of  our  })osition  and  provisions  buried, 
Sec,  prepared  for  distribution  tunongst  the  eastern  Esquimaux,  were  given  to 
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each  of  the  men,  who  were  requested  to  make  inquiries  whether  any  white  people  Proceedings 
or  ships  had  been  met  with  or  heard  of  by  the  Mackenzie  River  tribes.    As  the  Commander 
Point  Barrow  people  are  now  well  aware  of  the  circumstances  connected  with  the  Maguu-e. 
ships  gone  to  the  eastward,  and  the  object  for  which  we  were  stationed  there,  I 
think  they  may  be  depended  on  ;  and  should  any  parties  have  reached  the  shore 
to  the  westward  of  the  Mackenzie,  it  will  be  known  at  Point  Barrow  on  the 
return  of  the  natives  at  the  end  of  each  summer. 

I  made  a  further  distribution  of  presents  on  this  occasion,  which  included  a 
small  supply  of  gunpowder  to  those  provided  with  muskets,  this  article  at  all 
other  times  having  been  withheld  from  them.  They  received  also  a  liberal 
supply  of  preserved  meat  tins,  much  prized  for  cooking  and  other  purposes, 
which  put  them  in  a  disposition  on  setting  out,  that  would,  if  their  professions 
are  to  be  relied  on,  prove  very  beneficial  to  any  of  our  unfortunate  friends  who 
may  happen  to  fall  in  with  them  on  their  journey. 

During-  two  winters  passed  at  Point  Barrow,  I  saw  there  was  much  informa- 
tion that  was  new  and  interesting  to  be  gained  from  the  natives,  of  whom  very 
little  was  previously  known  ;  and  as  their  intercourse  extends  to  Point  Barter  on 
the  east,  and  to  Point  Hope  on  the  south,  a  distance  of  eight  hundred  miles  of 
coast  line,  they  form  the  connecting  link  with  the  eastern  people,  the  particulars 
of  which  are  new  and  interesting. 

In  acquiring  this  knowledge,  I  found  Mr.  Simpson,  the  surgeon,  who  has 
now  passed  his  fifth  winter  in  these  regions,  the  most  successftd ;  his  knowledge 
of  the  language  and  untiring  attention,  enabling  him  to  gain  as  good  an  insight 
of  the  people  as  an  intercourse  of  two  years  afforded.  I  therefore  requested  him 
to  draw  up  a  statistic  account  of  the  tribes  we  have  been  in  communication  with 
for  their  Lordships'  information,  and  I  have  much  satisfaction  in  placing  before 
them  the  result  of  that  officer's  industry  and  research. 

As  soon  as  the  temperature  would  admit,  the  carpenters  were  emploj^ed 
making  a  runner  sledge,  and  preparations  made  for  an  extended  journey  to  the 
eastward.  It  is  a  matter  of  great  regret  that  the  frequent  movements  of  the 
ice  during  the  winter  and  spring  preclude  any  attempt  to  travel  upon  it,  and 
that  our  efforts  to  assist  in  the  search  for  the  crews  of  the  ships  already  in  the 
ice  should  be  necessarily  confined  to  the  coast  line  eastward,  and  even  that  is  so 
frequented  by  the  Esquimaux  in  the  summer,  that  they  would  be  almost  certain 
to  hear  of  strangers  if  they  had  arrived  on  the  coast. 

Since  hearing  of  these  people  having  discovered  the  cache  left  by  Captain 
Moore  at  the  Seahorse  Islands,  after  some  of  the  tins  were  exposed  by  the 
wash  of  the  sea  in  a  gale,  they  have  become  fully  aware  of  our  practice  of 
depositing  provisions  in  this  way.  It  is  therefore  with  great  anxiety  and  some 
misgiving  I  entrust  food  in  localities  almost  certain  to  be  visited  by  them,  and 
which  are  besides  of  a  nature  offering  scarcely  the  means  of  concealment. 

A  spring  travelling  party,  consisting  of  Mr.  Gordon,  mate,  eight  seamen  and 
myself,  with  one  runner  sledge,  reached  as  far  as  Point  Berens  in  the  month  of 
April,  and  returned  to  the  ship  on  the  5th  of  May.  In  consequence  of  the 
river  Colville  floAving  in  May,  the  journey  could  not  prudentl}^  be  deferred  until 
the  low  coast  line  became  visible  by  the  thaw,  and  therefore  but  little  could  be 
added  to  our  previous  knowledge  of  it.  I  was  surprised  to  meet  a  party  of  four 
Indians,  called  by  the  Esquimaux,  Ko-yu-kun,  at  Point  Berens,  who  followed 
our  track  from  their  hunting  ground  at  the  mouth  of  the  river  Colville ;  as  I 
had  on  my  former  journey  seen  no  traces  of  the  coast  being  frequented  by  them 
at  this  season,  and  had  the  assurance  of  the  people  of  Point  Barrow,  that  neither 
Indians  nor  Esquimaux  ever  visited  it  except  in  the  summer.  Fresumijig  on  the 
certainty  of  these  assurances,  I  had  provided  my  party  with  only  two  guns,  and 
seeing  these  strangers  each  armed  with  a  musket,  and  being  in  some  measure 
warned  by  the  attack  on  the  Russian  post  of  Derabin,  and  the  murder  of 
Lieutenant  Barnard  by  the  same  tribe,  I  did  not  carry  out  my  intention  of  going 
on  to  Return  Reef,  but  contented  myself  with  noting  our  visit  and  position  on 
the  post  erected  by  Commander  Pullen  and  Lieutenant  Hooper  in  1849,  and 
distributing  notices  amongst  the  Indians.  I  was  unfortunately  also  unprovided 
with  articles  for  presents  or  barter,  so  I  fear  the  impression  we  made  was  not  so 
favourable  as  could  be  desired.  Indeed,  their  disappointment  at  not  being  able 
to  trade  (as  they  evidently  considered  that  our  journey  could  have  no  other 
object)  was  but  too  plainly  shown  in  their  countenances  to  be  mistaken. 

On  this  journey,  which  I  feel  sorry  to  say  was  not  attended  with  any 
beneficial  results  such  as  we  anticipated,  conspicuous  marks,  with  boards 
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Proceedings  attached  to  thciii,  having  the  necessary  information  relative  to  tlic  "Plover'ti" 
^^M.T'mirf^^  movcmcnts  and  provisions  buried  cut  on  thern,  Avere  placed  on  the  several  head- 
■       lands  in  compliance  with  tl)cir  J ^ordships'  instructions. 

Having'  understood  verbally  from  (  lommander  Tn^llope,  that  he  would  be  off 
Wainwright  Inlet  as  soon  as  the  ice  might  be  expected  to  clear  away,  I  was 
desirous  of  opening  a  communication  with  him,  and  dispatched  Lieutenant 
Vernon  with  a  travelling  party,  consisting  of  Mr.  Mull,  second  master,  and  eight 
men,  on  the  last  day  of  May.  Lieutenant  V(!rnon  was  directed  to  pnjceed  in 
the  first  instance  to  Wainwright  Inlet,  and  having  erected  marks  sufficiently 
conspicuous  to  be  observed  from  the  sea,  and  distril)uted  notices  amongst  the 
natives,  he  was  at  liberty  to  travel  as  far  in  tlie  dii-ection  of  Icy  Cape  as  he 
judged  prudent  from  the  appearances  there  of  the  tliaw. 

In  that  part  of  his  journey  he  was  directed  to  make  inquiries  of  the  natives 
telative  to  the  rivers  that  discharge  themselves  into  the  sea,  as  we  have  been  in- 
formed of  one  flowing  from  the  Colville  towards  Icy  Cape.  Information  was  also 
to  be  obtained,  if  possible,  of  the  position  of  the  veins  of  coal  on  the  coast, 
washings  of  which  are  abundantly  strewed  along  shore  as  far  to  the  northward 
as  the  Seahorse  Islands.  The  second  master,  Mr.  Hull,  was  sent  to  obtain  a 
practical  acquaintance  of  the  coast  line,  the  sameness  of  which  offers  no  marks 
to  fix  the  position  of  a  ship  passing  it.  On  our  passage  to  the  northward  last 
year,  some  discrepancy  occurred  in  the  bearings  and  distances  of  the  land  as 
seen  from  the  ship  when  fast  to  the  ice  in  Peard  Bay,  and  as  it  was  marked  in 
the  chart,  which  it  was  desirable  to  have  cleared  up. 

Lieutenant  Vernon  arrived  at  Wainwright  Inlet  on  the  7th  June,  having 
fulfilled  his  instructions  ;  then  proceeded  towards  Icy  Cape  the  following  day, 
but  he  was  stopped  by  the  depth  of  the  pools  of  water  on  the  ice,  and  returned 
to  the  ship  on  the  15th.  The  land  floe  between  Point  Barrow  and  the  Seahorse 
Islands  was  found  to  be  all  of  this  winter's  formation,  to  the  distance  of  half  a 
mile  from  the  land,  "where  the  ridge  of  hummocks  commences,  which  extending 
a  mile  further,  placed  the  open  water  about  a  mile  and  a  half  from  the  shore. 

Mr.  Hull  was  enabled  to  ascertain  by  observations  and  angles  that  the  coast- 
line between  Refuge  Lilet  and  Point  Belcher  has  been  drawn  too  far  to  the 
northward  and  westward,  the  error  in  Peard  Baj^  amounting  to  six  miles 
N.W.  by  N. 

This  journey  was  particularly  useful  in  giving  us  the  native  names  of  the 
different  points  and  w^inter  huts,  and  in  establishing  the  identity  of  the  river 
falling  into  Wainwright  Inlet  Math  that  reported  b}^  the  natives  to  be  a  mouth  of 
the  Colville. 

Judging  from  the  severity  of  our  second  winter  compared  with  the  first,  and 
from  the  published  accounts  of  experienced  people  on  the  subject,  w\io  describe 
the  openness  of  the  summer  as  being  much  governed  by  the  temperature  of  the 
previous  Avintcr,  and  as  in  our  former  year  we  did  not  get  clear  of  w^inter  quar- 
ters, after  a  mild  winter,  until  the  night  of  the  7th  August,  I  deemed  it  prudent 
to  place  the  crew  on  two-thirds  allowance  of  provisions  for  five  months,  so  as  to 
enable  me  to  take  advantage  of  the  whole  open  season  ;  otherwise  it  would  have 
been  necessary  to  have  deserted  the  ship  on  the  21st  August,  only  14  days 
later  than  the  time  of  our  being  released  on  the  former  year,  to  ensure  a  pi'oba- 
bility  of  our  reaching  Port  Clarence  by  the  boats,  in  compliance  with  their 
Lordships'  instructions ;  as  this  step  Avould  be  necessarily  attended  with  much 
difficulty,  I  determined  to  remain  by  the  ship  under  every  circumstance, 
feeling  certain  of  being  released  sooner  or  later,  tbc  last  few  days  of  the  two 
previous  years  being  tlie  most  favourable,  of  whicli  I  should  not  have  been  able 
in  the  former  case  to  have  availed  myself;  and,  remaining  after  the  21st  August, 
it  was  necessary  to  take  into  consideration  the  possible  contingency  of  another 
winter  without  liulher  supj)lies. 

Tin's  ])rivation  was  necessarily  nmch  felt  b)'  every  individual  on  board,  but, 
J  1iave  nuich  j)leasinv  in  stating,  was  l)orne  with  a  very  good  feeling ;  and 
altliongii  it  had  the  elfect  of  weakening  the  physical  force  of  the  crew,  this 
was  restored  by  our  shooting  parti(>s,  who,  after  the  birds  came,  provided 
weekly  a,  good  supply  of  wild  fowl,  which  were  served  out  in  addition  to  the 
ship's  provisions. 

I  may  hero  remark,  that  the  sujiplies  of  provisions  received  For  the  last  two 
years  have  been  excellent  in  (|uality,  particularly  one  of  ])res(>rved  meat  received 
froin  Iler  Majesty's  Shi|)  "  Aniphitrite "  in  1852,  maiud'actured  by  Messrs. 
Dickson,  Hogarth,  and  Co.,  of  Aberdeen.    They  bore  no  high-sounding  title. 
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being  plainly  styled  boiled  beef ;  and  the  cannisters  being  strong,  few  instances  Proceedings 

occurred  of  any  proving  unfit  for  use.    In  the  second  year  the  supplies  received  Mao'u'r'^^^^ 

by  Her  iVTajesty's  ship  "  Rattlesnake "  were  most  liberal,  but  the  cannisters  °  \ 

were  slighter  than  those  of  the  former  supply,  and  were  more  frequently  damaged, 

particularly  the  preserved  vegetable,  many  tins  of  which  were  unfit  for  issue, 

although  the  cannisters  showed  no  external  sign  of  injury,  and  the  vegetable 

presented  a  wholesome  appearance,  but  had  become  quite  acid  and  unfit  to  be 

eaten.    The  salt  meat  of  the  older  supplies  have  invariably  come  under  the 

limits  of  the  circular  in  boiling,  and  instances  have  occurred  of  a  four  pound 

piece  not  exceeding  one  pound  when  boiled  ;  the  same  may  be  said  of  the  beef 

received  from  the  "  Rattlesnake,"  and,  in  some  instances,  the  pork  also. 

A  good  deal  of  this  waste  has  been  attributed  to  the  tact  of  its  being  frozen, 
as  it  is  necessarily  stowed  on  the  upper  deck  while  at  sea,  and  landed  when  in 
winter  quarters. 

The  dried  vegetables  is  an  admirable  invention,  and  was  found  invaluable 
by  the  travelling  parties  cooked  with  the  pemmican.  The  vegetables  pre- 
served in  this  way,  althongh  much  concentrated  and  made  easy  for  stowage, 
retain  quite  as  much  of  their  original  flavour  as  those  preserved  in  the  more 
bulky  form  of  tin  cannisters.  The  potatoes  prepared  by  the  same  method  are 
not  spoken  so  favourably  of,  as  they  require  a  good  deal  of  boiling,  and  do  not, 
when  cooked,  possess  much  of  the  flavour  of  the  fresh  root.  Edwards'  potato 
is  certainly  preferable,  although  a  little  more  bulky  for  stowage ;  this  is  made 
up  for  by  its  other  good  qualities. 

The  pickles  and  cranberries  were  of  the  best  description,  but  ran  short  of 
their  respective  weights  as  much  as  one-third,  Avhich  is  of  consideration  where 
another  supply  is  not  available. 

Until  the  ilth  of  May  the  low  temperature  of  the  season  continued,  but 
during  the  remainder  of  that  month  it  rose  very  considerably,  and  gave  great 
hopes  of  an  early  season  for  navigation.  June  and  the  first  part  of  July 
was  also  warmer  than  the  same  period  of  the  preceding  year,  and  easterly  winds 
prevailing  to  a  greater  extent ;  the  sea  as  far  as  could  be  seen  along  the  coast 
from  Cape  Smyth  not  only  remained  open,  but  the  passage  forming  the  entrance 
to  our  winter  harbour  became  freed  on  the  15th  of  the  latter  month. 

In  the  meantime  the  subject  of  building  a  house  and  burying  provisions,  in 
accordance  with  their  Lordships'  orders,  for  any  parties  falling  back  on  Point 
Barrow  after  the  ship  had  left,  was  a  subject  of  serious  consideration,  being 
beset  in  an  increased  degree  by  the  same  difficulties  and  apprehensions  I  have 
already  mentioned  in  reference  to  making  caches  along  this  coast,  within  the 
range  of  a  numerously  populated  settlement. 

The  point  of  the  spit  near  the  ship  seemed  the  best  adapted,  and  without 
doubt  the  only  available  position  likely  to  be  visited  by  parties  retreating  for 
relief,  should  any  come  this  way  ;  and  on  it,  as  soon  as  the  natives  who  travel 
eastward  every  summer  had  passed,  I  had  a  house  constructed  by  placing  posts 
of  driftwood  on  the  highest  part,  to  be  above  the  wash  of  the  sea,  stretching 
between  them  skins  and  tarpaulins  to  form  the  walls,  against  which  an  embank- 
ment of  gravel  was  thrown  up.  The  roof  was  also  made  of  driftwood,  so  as 
not  to  excite  the  cupidity  of  the  natives,  and  covered  with  skins  and  tar- 
paulins. 

The  purpose  of  building  the  house  was  explained  to  them,  and  they  promised 
to  preserve  it  in  the  same  state  we  left  it  until  our  return,  or  the  arrival  of  "  Kalitt- 
sin"  people,  as  they  call  the  crews  of  the  "  Enterprize  "  and  "  Investigator." 

One  of  the  end  posts  of  the  house  was  left  about  twent}^  feet  high,  so  as  to 
be  conspicuous,  and  on  the  ridge  of  the  spit  towards  the  village,  distant  106 
yards,  a  similar  post  was  erected,  and  a  direction  board  placed  on  each. 

Provisions,  consisting  of  two  months'  pemmican  and  preserved  meats,  and  one 
month's  bread,  tea,  cocoa  and  sugar,  &c.,  for  a  party  equal  to  the  "  Plover's" 
crew  (41),  Avith  a  small  cask  of  spirits,  were  buried  in  three  separate  portions: 
one  inside  the  house,  and  one  on  each  side  of  it,  at  different  distances,  in  a  line 
with  the  two  posts,  in  the  hope  that  if  one  should  be  discovered  by  the  natives 
he  other  two  might  escape  their  notice. 

Papers  of  directions  were  then  printed  and  distributed  amongst  the  people 
remaining  at  the  village,  promising  them  a  reward  on  delivery  to  any  white 
people  who  might  arrive  there. 

'  Having  thus  fulfilled  my  instructions  to  the  best  of  my  abilities  and  judgment, 
on  the  night  of  the  19th  of  July,  1  considered  my  next  duty  was  to  take  advantage 
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Proceedings      of  tlic  first  easterly  breeze  to  get  out  of  winter  (juartcrs  and  proceed  to  the  Houth- 
of  Coinmander    ^y^rd  ;  and  iiaving  I'ecalled  a  shooting  party  then  encamped  on  the  mainland,  nix 
Magmrc.        niilcs  distant,  I  sailed  from  ]*oint  IJarrow  on  the  evem'ng  of  t})e  20th  of  J nly,  Ijeing 
eighteen  days  earlier  than  1  was  able  to  in  the  previous  year,  after  a  mild  wintttr. 

In  the  first  part  of  our  passage  we  had  moderate  but  contrary  winds  and 
thick  weather,  l)ut  the  sea  was  so  much  clearer  than  on  any  of  the  previous 
years,  we  met  with  no  obstruction  from  ice,  and  on  Sunday,  tlie  23d,  the  sky 
cleared  up  and  at  noon  we  were  able  to  make  out  the  marks  at  the  entrance 
of  Wainwright  Inlet,  erected  by  our  travelling  party  in  the  previous  month, 
and  on  the  north  spit  of  which  nineteen  natives'  summer  tents  could  be  counted 
from  the  ship.  Lieutenant  Vernon  landed  and  succeeded  in  placing  a  board  on 
the  mark,  and  distributed  notices  amongst  the  natives  of  the  "  Plover's"  having 
passed.  He  was  followed  on  board  by  several  boats  filled  with  nativ^es,  for 
whom  I  waited  in  order  to  make  them  presents,  and  allow  them  to  barter  their 
peltry. 

To  them  papers  of  the  same  purport  were  given  (as  had  been  done  the  day 
before  off  the  Seahorse  Islands,  to  the  crews  of  two  boats  that  came  alongside) 
under  the  promise  that  they  should  be  deli\'ered  to  any  other  ship  they  might 
see  on  the  coast ;  thus  ensuring  the  information  of  our  having  passed  being 
received  by  Commander  Trollope,  should  the  "  Rattlesnake"  have  sailed  from 
Port  Clarence  before  my  arrival  there. 

Several  days  of  strong  west  and  south-west  winds  followed,  in  which  we  had 
to  carry  a  press  of  sail  in  order  to  hold  our  own,  twenty-five  miles  north  of  Cape 
Lisburne.  On  the  29th,  we  picked  up  a  strong  favourable  wind  at  N.W.,  and 
off  Point  Hope,  on  the  30th,  we  boarded  the  American  whaleship  "  Gideon 
Howland,"  of  New  Bedford,  who  gave  us  a  confused  account  of  the  state  of 
affairs  in  Europe,  and  of  one  of  the  Discovery  ships  having  made  the 
north-east  passage. 

We  carried  a  strong  favourable  breeze  to  the  southward,  passing  through 
Behring's  Straits  in  the  afternoon  of  the  31st  and  arrived  in  Port  Clarence  at 
2h.  A.M.  of  the  1st  of  August,  where  we  had  the  happiness  to  find  Her  Majesty's 
ship  "  Trincomalee,"  the  "  Ptattlesnake  "  having  sailed  for  the  northward  to 
meet  us  on  the  15th  Julv. 

On  receiving  my  instructions  for  the  ensuing  year,  it  was  with  sincere  pleasure 
I  found  that  Captain  M'Clure  bad  been  so  successful  and  had  received  such 
timely  support.  But  I  regret  not  being  able  to  give  any  further  information 
relative  to  the  progress  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Enterprize,"  which  ship  I  think 
must  necessarily  be  obliged  to  take  the  same  course  along  the  north  shores  of 
America  as  the  "  Investigator/'  Her  success  in  doing  so,  however,  has  not  been 
the  same,  or  Captain  CoUinson  must  have  overtaken  Captain  M'Clure  when 
stationary  in  1852,  or  communicated  with  him  by  travelling  parties  in  the  spring 
or  summer. 

In  taking  the  responsibility  their  Lordships  have  been  pleased  to  confer  on  me 
relative  to  remaining  another  year  at  Point  Barrow,  I  gave  the  subject  the 
deliberation  its  importance  deserved  ;  and  although  I  am  of  opinion  that  it  is 
unlikely,  from  the  progress  to  the  eastward  Captain  Collinson  must  have  made 
along  the  coast  in  1851,  that  he  will  return  b}'  the  western  route,  I  thought 
such  an  event  was  possible;  and  whilst  there  was  a  hope  of  being  of  assistance  to 
him  under  such  circumstances,  it  was  determined,  with  the  approbation  of  the 
senior  officer  present,  Captain  Wallace  Houstoun,  that  the  attempt  should  be 
made  to  return  to  Point  Bai-row,  the  "  Plover  "  being  thought  by  myself  and 
the  officers  on  board  as  capable  of  doing  again,  in  what  we  consider  a  faA'ourable 
season,  what  she  had  already  done  vuider  inifavourable  circumstances,  together 
with  our  experience  of  the  three  former  years  in  making  that  passage ;  and 
although  her  state  cannot  be  pronounced  as  good,  are  in  cxcry  respect,  with  the 
exception  of  a  few  changes  whi(;h  have  been  made,  capable  of  bearing  another 
winter  in  this  climate. 

It  may  appear  unaccountable  that  we  should  not  have  heard  of  Captain 
M'Clure  from  the  natives  after  passing  Jones  Ishuid  (Return  Reef)  ;  but  as 
they  assert  that  tliere  are  no  inhabitants  on  aiiy  part  of  the  coast  between  Point 
Harrow  and  Demarcation  ]\)inl,  where  Sir  John  ]<'i-a,nkh"n  noted  some  winter 
l'iS(juiniaux  huts,  {'xcej)!,  ihe  summer  travelling  ])aj-ties  fi'om  these  two  extreme 
positions  who  meet  yearly  at  Barter  Island,  iuid  as  Captain  M'Clure  by  his 
track  chart  docs  not  seem  t,o  have  touched  near  Point  ])emarcation,  the  chain 
of  communication  with  the  dillerent,  tribes  was  intern  ui)led :  it  would  require  a 
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lapse  of  several  years  for  the  news  to  be  brought  by  the  slow  mode  of  native  Proceedings 
communication  from  Cape  Bathu'rst  or  Point  Warren  to   the  Point  Barrow  Commander 
parties  visiting  Barter  Island.    It  is  not  too  much  to  hope  that  in  the  course  of       ^  ^ 
another  winter  some  information  relative  to  the  progress  of  the  "  Enterprize " 
may  be  obtained  from  the  natives  at  Point  Barrow.    It  may  be  a  matter  of 
interest  to  know  that  the  chief  met  with  by  Captain  McClure  at  Jone's  Island 
in  1850,  possessing  a  musket  made  by  Barnett  (1840),  is  the  same  who  so 
pertinaciously  followed  Commander  Pullen  in  the  previous  year,  and  upon  whom 
he  had  to  fire,  and  who  also  figured  so  disagreeably  on  board  the  "  Plover,"  is 
now  our  great  ally  0-mig-a-loon,  the  chief  at  Point  Barrow. 

On  the  12th  August  the  "  Rattlesnake"  arrived,  five  days  from  Cape  Collie, 
where  they  had  obtained  information  of  our  early  and  unexpected  release  from 
Point  Barrow  on  the  20tli  July.  All  our  Arctic  supplies  having  been  received 
from  her,  and  there  being  no  further  cause  for  our  detention,  it  was  determined 
by  the  senior  officer  we  should  return  to  Point  Barrow  on  the  IQth  August. 

I  beg  leave  to  take  this  opportunity  of  saying  how  much  I  feel  indebted  to 
Captain  Houstoun  for  the  most  cordial  co-operation  in  suppljdng  our  defects, 
and  in  giving  us  all  the  assistance  we  could  require. 

In  the  opening  of  the  season  1855,  I  propose  returning  to  Port  Clarence  in 
accordance  with  their  Lordships'  orders,  and  proceeding  to  San  Francisco  withou 
much  loss  of  time,  in  order  to  avoid  the  heavy  gales  that  may  be  expected  later 
in  the  season.  Commander  Trollope,  in  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Rattlesnake," 
proposes  to  remain  until  the  end  of  September,  so  that  the  latest  intelligence 
may  be  brought  from  Port  Clarence.  This  arrangement  will  render  it  probable 
that  we  shall  both  arrive  at  Valparaiso  about  the  same  time. 

Permit  me,  in  conclusion,  to  express  my  highest  admiration  of  that  zeal  which 
has  characterized  the  conduct  of  all  on  board,  both  officers  and  crew,  and  of  that 
perfect  unanimity  which  has  at  all  times  existed. 

Enclosed  is  a  "state  and  condition"  of  this  ship  made  up  for  to-day  for 
their  Lordships'  information. 

I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Rochfort  Maguire,  Commander. 


Commander  Maguire  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty, 
reporting  Proceedings. 

Her  Majesty's  Discovery  Ship  "Plover," 
Sir,  San  Francisco,  Oct.  31st,  1854. 

Agreeably  with  my  last  communication,  dated  August  18,  1854,  I  have 
the  honour  to  acquaint  you,  for  the  information  of  my  Lords  Commissioners  of 
the  Admiralty,  that  I  proceeded  to  sea  from  Port  Clarence  on  the  morning  of 
the  19th  of  August,  for  the  purpose  of  again  wintering  at  Point  Barrow.  We 
passed  through  Bhering  s  Straits  in  a  dense  fog  about  midnight  of  the  same  day, 
and,  favoured  by  a  very  open  season,  reached  our  destination  at  noon  of  the  28th, 
without  having  been  in  any  way  impeded  by  ice. 

On  our  passage  to  the  northward,  we  boarded  three  American  whale  ships, 
two  off  Point  Hope  and  one  off  Icy  Cape,  the  latter  being  the  most  northerly 
position  we  had  seen  any  in  previously.  But,  to  our  surprise,  on  arriving  at 
Point  Barrow,  we  found  four  in  the  offing,  whose  appearance  there  was  afterwards 
accounted  for.  The  great  falling-off  in  the  number  of  these  vessels  frequenting 
the  Arctic  Sea  is  remarka,ble,  the  number  this  year  being  forty-five,  against 
upwards  of  two  hundred  said  to  have  been  there  two  years  ago.  This  seems  to 
be  owing  to  the  want  of  success  last  year,  leading  to  the  belief  that  the  sea  is  in 
a  great  measure  fished  oat. 

On  our  arrival  we  were  soon  made  aware  by  the  natives  of  a  boat  party 
having  reached  that  place  from  the  "  Enterprize  "  three  "  sleeps  "  after  our 
leaving ;  and  on  sending  a  boat  to  one  of  the  ships  in  the  offing  with  a  letter  to 
their  Lordships  containing  this  information,  we  received  the  very  pleasing  intel- 
ligence of  the  "  Enterprize  "  having  passed  out  to  the  southward.  This  was 
most  fully  estabhshed  by  the  fact  of  the  whale  ships  then  off  Point  Barrow,  the 
first  to  penetrate  so  far  having  done  so  at  the  recommendation  of  Captain 
Collinson,  who  fell  in  Avith  them  on  his  passage  to  the  southward  off  Point 
Hope,  and  by  following  his  advice  they  had  succeeded  in  getting  round  Point 


Proecedinga  Barrow  aiid  making  a  considerable  increase  to  tlieir  cargoes.  It  is  watisfactory 
of  Cominandcr  g^^te  that  they  got  away  again  without  any  accident,  as  they  followed  uh  out 
Ma^ie.  ^^^.j  pj^.j.^.(j  company  off  Icy  Cape.  They  had  made  all  their  arrangements  for 
wintering  in  case  of  being  caught  by  the  ice,  and  had  inspected  the  anchorage 
at  Point  Barrow,  receiving  from  Mr.  Hull,  second  master  of  the  "  Plover,"  the 
officer  who  surveyed  it,  ihe  necessary  directions  for  entering  the  channel,  which 
has  been  much  facilitated  by  beacon  marks  placed  on  tlie  neighbouring  island. 
By  this  means,  in  the  event  of  the  fishing  being  extended  so  far,  it  will  be 
known  to  the  adventurous  whalers  that  a  port  of  shelter  will  be  found  there,  the 
nearest  one  to  the  southward  being  Kotzebue  Sound,  distant  five  hundred  miles. 
To  render  these  directions  more  complete,  they  were  supplied  with  one  of  the 
charts  of  the  anchorage  sent  out  to  the  "  Plover "  this  year.  The  newly 
compiled  charts  of  the  Arctic  .Sea,  so  liberally  supplied  from  the  Admiralty, 
were  also  given  to  several  of  the  ships  we  met  with,  and  were  esteemed  a  great 
favour. 

On  the  evening  of  our  arrival,  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Enterprize"  hove  in  sight 
off  the  Point,  and  we  had  the  gratification  to  find  Captain  Collinson,  the  officers 
and  crew,  all  in  good  health.  He  did  not  anchor,  as  he  intended  standing  off 
and  on  until  the  morning,  when  the  "  Plover"  was  to  join  company,  and  return 
to  the  southward.  This  arrangement  was  not  carried  out,  in  consequence  of  a 
shift  of  wind  obliging  the  "  Enterprize  "  to  leave  the  offing  for  fear  of  the 
ice  closing,  and  it  also  prevented  the  "  Plover  "  leaving  the  anchorage.  Advan- 
tage was,  however,  taken  of  a  favourable  breeze  on  the  second  day  afterwards, 
when  we  sailed ;  and  under  very  favourable  circumstances,  meeting  with  no 
detention  from  ice,  reached  Port  Clarence  on  the  morning  of  the  9th  of  Sep- 
tember, twelve  hours  after  the  "  Enterprize." 

On  the  point  of  sailing  from  Point  Barrow,  whilst  waiting  for  the  light  air 
from  the  eastward  to  strengthen  into  a  breeze,  five  native  oo-mi-aks  were  observed 
coming  in  from  that  direction.  These  we  found  to  belong  to  the  chief  0-mig-a- 
loon  and  several  others  who  had  gone  away  to  m.eet  the  eastern  people  at 
Barter  Island  in  the  beginning  of  July,  and  having  visited  the  "  Enterprize  " 
near  the  Colville  River  on  their  outward  journey.  Our  deck  was  soon  crowded, 
as  it  had  been  the  same  month  two  years  before,  by  the  same  people,  but  who 
now  entertained  very  different  feelings.  Then  our  visitors  were  insolent  and 
thievish,  they  were  now  quiet  and  obedient ;  and  having  been  so  long  accustomed 
to  the  appearance  of  everything  about  the  shij),  their  cupidity  was  no  longer 
excited  by  what  met  their  eyes.  As  our  weighing  anchor  was  delayed  for  an 
hour  to  allow  time  for  taking  leave  of  our  visitors,  the  scene  was  one  of  great 
bustle,  and  considerable  trade  was  carried  on  ;  the  crew  on  the  one  side  being 
anxious  to  procure  specimens  of  native  manufacture,  and  the  Esquimaux,  on  the 
other,  eager  to  make  the  most  of  their  last  chance  of  procuring  a  stock  of 
tobacco.  The  usual  restrictions  being  removed  and  free  trade  proclaimed,  large 
stores  of  bartering  goods  provided  for  a  winter  soon  made  their  appearance,  and 
raised  the  prices  tenfold  what  they  had  been  some  months  before.  Many 
inquiries  were  made  for  parties  who  had  not  yet  arrived,  as  it  so  happened  that 
some  of  the  most  friendly  were  still  absent.  Amongst  them  was  one  called 
Erk-sin-ra,  a  man.  of  considerable  influence  at  the  settlement,  who  had  borne  a 
uniformly  good  character  throughout  the  two  years  of  our  intercourse,  and  who, 
by  the  steadiness  of  his  conduct  and  friendly  disposition,  had  the  good  fortune  to 
acquire  the  favourable  Of  nnion  of  every  one  on  board  the  ship. 

While  observing  the  seamen  literally  heaping  their  presents  with  chiiracteristic 
generosity  on  the  natives  around  them,  I  could  not  but  participate  in  the  regrets 
I  heard  expressed  for  the  absence  of  Erk-sin-ra  and  others,  who  had  been  our 
best  and  most  constant  Iriciidd.  So  highly  was  this  man  esteemed  above  his 
fellows,  it  is  perhaps  not  too  much  to  say,  that  had  he  been  present,  he  would 
liave  probably  received  gifts  equal  in  value  to  one-half  given  to  all  the  others. 

The  "  Iiiiter])rize's "  boat  party  took  up  the  ])rovisions  buried  at  Point 
P>arrow,  leaving  some  of  them  in  the  house  ;  and  it  is  satishictory  to  find  that 
the  natives  left  tliem  comi)aratively  untouched,  a  ])iece  of  f()rl)earance  we  should 
not  have  given  them  credit  for,  knowing  the  value  they  set  upon  food  of  any 
description,  |)!U-ticuhirly  ours,  with  tiie  nature  of  which  they  are  well  actpiainted. 

Their  Lordships  will  be  aware  that  C'aptain  Collinson  wintered  only  200  miles 
in  dire(;t  diHtanc(!  to  the  eastward  of  the  "  IMover's  "  ])()sition  at  Point  HajTow. 
ft  is  a  matter  of  deep  regret  that  I  was  not  Ibrtunate  enougli  to  reach  that  part 
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of  the  coast  with  our  spring  travelling  party,  the  extent  of  whose  journey  it  Proceedings 

will  have  been  seen  I  was  obhged  to  limit,  in  consequence  of  meeting  with  a     of  Commander 

party  of  armed  Indians.    As  this  meeting  was  quite  unlooked  for,  and  contrary  Magim-e. 

to  our  experience  of  a  former  year  and  to  the  information  gained  from  tlic 

Esquimaux,  we  were  quite  unprepared  for  it,  and  not  in  a  condition  to  remain  in 

their  vicinity.    It  is  gratifying,  however,  to  know,  that  in  addition  to  the  printed 

papers  of  the  previous  year  distributed  amongst  the  Esquimaux  travelling  to 

the  eastward,  Captain  Collinson  obtained  from  those  Indians,  whom  we  looked 

upon  with  suspicion,  the  latest  news  I  could  give  ;  the  notices,  dated  April  1854, 

having  been  forwarded  to  the  coast  on  the  chance  of  meeting  a  ship,  by  one  of 

the  Hudson's  Bay  Company's  officers.    These  papers  having  been  delivered  on 

board  the  "  Enterprize  "  on  the  20th  July,  Captain  Collinson  was  made  aware 

of  the  "  Plover  "  being  at  Point  Barrow,  and  had  he  been  in  need  of  assistance, 

that  he  could  find  it  there. 

At  Port  Clarence  the  "  Enterprize  "  was  supplied  with  what  remained  of  our 
fresh  provisions,  consisting  of  six  live  hogs  and  some  fresh  potatoes,  as  well  as 
a  proportion  of  the  liberal  allowance  of  the  stores  provided  as  special  comforts 
Captain  Collinson  relieved  the  "  Plover  "  also  of  her  deck-load  of  provisions 
and  everything  else  that  tended  to  lumber  her,  so  as  to  leave  the  ship  in  the 
best  possible  trim  for  making  the  passage  to  Valparaiso. 

Previous  to  leaving  Port  Clarence,  the  house  built  by  Commander  Trollope, 
of  the  "  Rattlesnake,"  was  given  to  a  native  Esquimaux  chief  by  Captain 
Collinson,  as  the  best  means  of  preserving  it  for  the  benefit  of  affording  shelter 
to  any  shipwrecked  crew  who  may  require  it.  The  natives  having  already 
commenced  tearing  down  the  inside  planking,  by  giving  it  to  a  person  of 
authority,  its  further  destruction,  it  was  thought,  would  be  prevented. 

I  regret  to  add  that  they  extended  their  depredations  to  some  spare  sails,  &c., 
left  there  on  our  previous  visit,  in  charge  of  the  "  Rattlesnake,"  only  the  smaller 
and  least  valuable  portions  of  which  were  recovered  by  sending  a  boat  miles 
to  the  place,  they  were  reported  to  have  been  carried,  but  even  these  were  cut 
up  so  as  to  be  rendered  useless  to  us.  My  previous  opinion  of  this  tribe  was 
that  they  Avere  trustworthy,  but  in  this  instance  their  conduct  offers  an 
unexpected  contrast  to  the  forbearance  of  the  Point  Barrow  tribe,  in  whom  we 
had  no  faith,  when  strongly  tempted  by  our  provisions  left  exposed. 

As  neither  the  "  Enterprize  "  nor  the  "  Plover  "  could  hoist  in  the  decked 
boat  left  at  Port  Clarence  by  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Herald,"  in  charge  of  the 
"  Plover,"  she  was  also  placed  under  the  protection  of  the  same  person  to  whom  ^ 
the  house  had  been  given.  Her  gear,  spars  and  sails,  were  buried  in  casks 
under  her  bows,  where  she  is  hauled  upon  the  spit,  and  a  notice  painted  on  a 
board  nailed  to  her  side  specifjdng  that  she  was  left  for  the  accommodation  of  any 
shipwrecked  crew  requiring  her  use. 

On  the  morning  of  the  l6th  of  September,  our  arrangements  for  departure 
being  complete,  the  "  Enterprize  "  and  "  Plover  "  weighed  in  company  from  Port 
Clarence,  at  7h.  a.m.,  cleared  the  heads  of  the  harbour  soon  after  sunset,  and 
parted  company  at  lOh.  p.m.,  steering  opposite  courses  to  reach  the  same 
destination. 

On  quitting  the  field  of  Arctic  search  in  Behring's  Straits,  I  beg  leave  to 
express  the  joyful  satisfaction  that  was  felt  on  board  the  "Plover"  on  hearing 
the  news  of  the  safety  of  Captain  McClure  and  his  companions,  together  with 
his  great  success  in  taking  the  "  Investigator  "  to  within  so  short  a  distance  of 
the  "  Resolute."  This  M^as  heightened  in  no  small  degree  soon  afterwards  by 
the  appearance  of  Captain  Collinson  with  the  "  Enterprize,"  which  had  been  so 
long  in  the  Arctic  regions.  Ungrateful  we  should  be,  not  sincerely  to  rejoice  in 
the  safety  of  all  the  ships  engaged  in  the  search  for  Sir  John  Franklin ;  yet  the 
feeling  is  saddened  by  the  thought  that  it  has  pleased  an  all- wise  Providence  to 
allow  the  fate  of  the  "  Terror  "  and  "  Erebus  "  to  remain  shrouded  in  myster3\ 

I  have  to  inform  you,  that  on  parting  company  with  Captain  Collinson,  he 
gave  me  authorit}^  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed)  to  proceed  to  the  Sandwich 
Islands,  instead  of  San  Francisco,  in  consequence  of  the  leaky  state  the  "  Plover" 
was  represented  to  be  in ;  but  on  getting  to  sea,  and  encountering  strong  winds 
with  a  heavy  sea,  her  leaks  were  found  to  offer  no  obstacle  to  proceeding  by 
California ;  and  as  the  passage  b}^  the  Sandwich  Islands  would  have  delayed  our 
arrival  at  Valparaiso  at  least  one  month,  I  considered  it  best,  in  order  to  avoid 
that  loss  of  time,  to  proceed  as  ordered  by  the  Admiralty. 
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Proocodings  Their  Lordsliips  arc  alrcndy  in  possession  of  tbc  o))inions  ^^iven  [>y  tlie  diffe- 

of  Comniandci-  rent  surveying  ollicers  who  have  exann'ned  the  conrlitiof)  of  tliis  sliij/s  hull,  and 
Miiguiio.  J  enclose  an  account  of  her  present  state  frojn  tlic  carpenter,  Mr.  Seath 
(who  has  served  four  years  in  the  ship  and  is  i'ully  competent  to  give  a  good 
opinion),  in  order  that  they  may  have  the  fullest  ini'onnation  1  can  give,  iron) 
which  to  form  a  conclusion  as  to  what  she  may  Ije  considered  fit  for,  and  to 
I'rame  final  orders  for  her,  if  not  already  done. 

As  the  communication  ])y  steam  is  now  very  rapid,  such  instructions  can  be 
received  at  Valparaiso  by  the  time  the  "  Plover"  arrives  there. 

The  passage  from  Behring's  Strait  to  San  Francisco  has  only  l)een  remarkable 
for  its  unusual  length.  With  the  winds  generally  variable  and  light,  the  Alen- 
tian  Islands  Avere  made  on.  the  26th,  and  the  same  day  with  a  moderate  wind 
from  N.W.  we  passed  through  the  opening  between  the  islands  of  Amontka 
and  Seguam,  long.  172°  W.  A  light  wind  continued  until  the  28th,  when  it 
freshened  at  cast,  veering  round  by  south  to  west  on  the  29th,  when  the  ship 
.  had  to  be  rounded- to ;  this  was  succeeded  by  light  and  variable  breezes  until 
the  5th  October,  when  it  freshened  at  S.E.,  and  continued  for  several  days, 
settling  into  a  light  air  at  N.E.  From  the  10th  until  the  1.5th  a  light  HS.E. 
breeze  prevailed ;  strong  N.W.  winds  followed  during  the  l6th  and  17th,  suc- 
ceeded by  breezes  of  variable  force,  chiefly  S.E.,  until  the  26th,  when  we  were 
again  favoured  by  N.W.  and  N.E.  winds  which  brought  us  off  the  port  of  San 
Francisco  ou  the  27th.  From  a  pilot  boat  that  now  hailed  us,  we  first  heard  the 
intelligence  of  our  being  at  Avar.  By  noon  the  following  day  we  reached  the 
anchorage  at  Sansalito. 

Having  in  compliance  with  then'  Lordships'  orders  visited  this  port,  and  taken 
on  board  the  necessary  supplies  of  water  and  fresh  provisions  to  be  in  readiness 
to  sail  on  Thursday  morning,  the  2d  of  November,  it  is  my  intention  to  proceed 
with  this  vessel  to  Valparaiso  on  that  day,  unless  ordered  otherwise  by  the 
senior  officer  present. 

This  communication,  which  brings  to  a  close  the  Arctic  portion  of  this  ship's 
service,  is  noAV  concluded,  that  it  may  be  forAvarded  by  the  mail  of  to-morrow,  the 
1st  November;  and  I  beg  at  the  same  time  to  enclose  a  letter  Avhich  I  have 
thought  it  my  duty  to  write  to  inform  their  Lordships  of  the  high  estimation  I 
ha\^e  formed  of  the  conduct  and  character  of  the  officers  I  have  had  the  pleasure 
to  command.  I  have,  &c. 

(Signed)       Rochfort  Maguire,  Commander. 


Report  upon  the  Plover. 

Sir,  21st  October  1854. 

In  compliance  to  your  orders  on  the  condition  of  Her  Majesty's  Sloop 
"Plover":— 

Having  joined  the  ship  in  1850,  and  in  the  spring  of  1852  the  ship  was  hoA-e 
doAvn  to  the  ice  to  about  37  degrees,  to  examine  her  bottom,  and  found  the 
copper  in  a  bad  condition  ;  and  after  repairing  it,  or  as  far  as  our  materials  would 
allow,  there  still  remained  some  bad  copper  under  Avater,  but  could  not  exactly 
be  ascertained ;  I  doubt  by  this  time  but  what  the  seams  in  the  bilges  are  in  a 
bad.  condition. 

Having  been  at  several  surveys  on  the  ship,  and  AAdiat  I  have  seen  and  expe- 
rienced myself  on  board,  the  ship  is  defective.  The  timbers  are  in  general  bad 
and  defective.  Stern  timbers  rotten  and  bad ;  stern-post  appears  to  be  started  or 
strained.  Doubling  is  good  ;  plank  under  doubling, bad  and  defective;  hooding  ends 
aft,  bad  and  defective.    The  fastenings  are  strong,  and  the  ship  is  strongly  bound. 

At  sea  she  sails  and  steers  very  badly,  'scending  heavily,  rolling  and  lurching 
heavily.  In  a  heavy  sea  the  ship  working  badly,  so  as  to  endanger  her  spars. 
She  is,  in  general  speaking,  an  uneasy  ship. 

In  a  strong  breeze  and  'scending  lieavily  her  leakage  in  twenty-four  hours  is 
al)out  fifteen  inches;  in  fine  weather  and  smooth  Avater  three  and  a  half  inches. 
A  heavy  gak;  I  have  not  experienced  in  her  al:  sea. 

y\  Iter  a  careful  and  minute  investigation  oC  the  above  statement,  I  consider, 
in  stri(;t  spcMking,  the;  ship  is  not  seaworthy  ;  but  T  think  she  is  i\u']tc  fit  to 
make  any  |)assage  from  port  to  port,  unless  she  had  to  contend  Avith  unconnnoii 
'^•"^  ^veathei-.  j^^^^^^  j^^,^,^,^^^  ^^^j^^^.  Q^^^i^euter, 


uiiy  pii>rsiij4c  iioni  pol  l,  lo  poi'i,  inilcss  slu'        to  coutciul  wi| 
weather.  j,,,,^  Skatu,  Acting'  Carpenter. 
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Memorandum.  Proceedings 
1    •    T      -I  T  •    ,  .  •  ITT  of  Comraauder 

111  obedience  to  their  JLordships  instructions,  dated  January  11,  1854,  you  Ma'^uire. 

will  proceed  to  Valparaiso  ;  but  the  leaky  condition  of  Her  Majesty's  ship  under   

your  command,  and  there  being  no  pitch  here  to  remedy  that  defect,  rendering- 
it  prudent  to  avoid  the  strong  gales  of  wand  w^hich  it  is  likely  she  would  be 
exposed  to  by  calling  at  San  Francisco,  you  have  authority  to  proceed  to  tliie 
Sandwich  Islands  instead. 

Given  under  my  hand,  on  board  Her  Majesty's  ship  "  Enterprize,"  at  Port 
Clarence,  the  14th  of  September  1854. 

(Signed)       Richard  Collinson, 

Captain  and  Senior  Officer, 
Commanding  Behring  Straits  Expedition. 


Extract  of  a  Letter  from  Commodore  Charles  Frederick,  dated  H.  M.  S. 
"President,"  San  Francisco,  15th  November  1854. 

The  Prize  Ship  "  Sitka,"  with  the  Plover's  officers  and  crew,  and  invalids, 
together  with  a  few  prisoners,  will  sail  hence  on  the  23d  instant,  for  Valparaiso 
and  England. 


Captain  W.  A.  B.  Hamilton  to  Commander  Maguire. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  10th  November  1854. 

Having  received  and  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
vour  letter  of  the  18th  August,  detailing  the  proceedings  of  H.  M.  discovery 
vessel  "  Plover,"  under  your  command  during  the  second  winter  passed  at  Point 
Barrow,  1853-4,  and  reporting  your  arrival  at  Port  Clarence,  I  am  com- 
manded by  their  Lordships  to  express  to  you  their  satisfaction  at  the  whole  of 
your  proceedings. 

I  am,  &c= 
(Signed)       W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 


Observations  on  the  Western  Esquimaux  and  the  Country  they  inhabit;      Narrative  of 
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from  Notes  taken  during  tu^o  years  at  Point  Barrow^,  by  Mr.  John  Mr.  John  Si 
Simpson,  Surgeon,  ii.N.,  Her  Majesty's  Discovery  Ship  "  Plover." 

The  term  Western  Esquimaux  is  usually  understood  to  apply  to  all  the  people 
of  that  race  who  are  found  to  the  west  of  the  Mackenzie  River,  but  as  they  form 
two  distinct  communities,  whose  nearest  respective  settlements  are  separated  by 
an  interval  of  three  hundred  miles  of  coast,  it  is  proper  to  state  that  the  term  is 
at  present  restricted  to  the  more  western  branch.  The  tract  of  country  exclu- 
sively inhabited  by  them  is  that  small  portion  of  the  north-western  extreme  of 
the  American  continent  included  by  a  line  extended  between  the  mouth  of  the 
Colville  River  and  the  deepest  angle  of  Norton  Sound,  and  the  coast  line  from 
the  latter  through  Behring  Straits  and  the  Arctic  Sea  back  to  the  Colville. 
The  seaboard  for  a  little  way  to  the  south  of  Norton  Sound  is  also  occupied  by 
a  few  scattered  families  of  the  same  race.  As  these  people  divide  themselves 
into  numerous  sections,  named  after  the  portions  of  land  they  inhabit  or  the 
rivers  flowing  through  them,  it  will  be  convenient,  before  speaking  more  parti- 
cularly of  themselves,  to  give  some  account  of  the  country  as  described  by  them  ; 
and  that  this  may  be  more  easily  understood,  a  map  will  be  almost  indispensable, 
distinguishing  upon  it  by  red  ink  whatever  depends  solely  upon  native  authority. 
The  information  is  principally  derived  from  the  people  of  Point  Barrow,  some  of 
whom  have  travelled  and  lived  for  a  time  in  different  localities,  and  from  strangers 
who  came  to  visit  them  during  the  time  of  the  "  Plover's"  stay  at  that  place. 

By  Captain  Beechey's  survey,  the  south  and  western  part  of  this  district  will 
be  seen  to  be  mountainous  and  deeply  indented  by  arms  of  the  sea,  but  the 
northern  and  more  inland  portions  have  been  examined  to  only  a  short  distance 
from  the  coast.    The  natives  of  Point  Barrow  describe  the  latter  as  uniformly 
VIL  6  A 
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Narrative  of  low  and  full  of  small  lakes  or  pools  of  frcsfy  water  to  a  flistancc  of  about  fifty 
Mr.  John  SuTipKoii,  jj^\[q^  from  the  north  shore,  where  the  surface  becomes  undulating-  andliilly,  and 
Liu^ri.  further  south,  mountainous.  The  level  part  is  a  yjcat-like  soil  covered  with 
moss  and  tufty  grass,  interspersed  with  brushwood,  perfectly  free  from  rocks  or 
stones,  and  only  a  little  gravel  is  seen  occasionally  m  the  beds  of  rivers.  Thei 
bones  of  the  fossil  elephant  and  other  animals  are  found  in  many  localities,  and 
the  tusks  of  the  former  are  used  for  some  purposes.  Small  pieces  of  amber  arc 
also  frequently  found  in  the  pools  inland,  or  floating  on  the  sea,  to  which  they 
have  been  carried  in  the  summer  by  the  floods.  The  whole  is  intersected  in 
various  directions  by  rivers,  which  are  traversed  by  boats  in  the  summer  and  by 
sledges  in  the  winter.  Many  of  the  streams  seen  from  the  coast  become  united, 
or  have  a  common  origin  in  some  pool  in  the  interior,  and  sometimes  offer  a 
short  channel  from  bay  to  bay,  deep  enough  for  boats,  which  thus  avoid  a  more 
circuitous  and  inconvenient  passage  round  the  coast. 

The  largest  and  best  known  rivers  are  four,  all  of  which  take  their  rise  far  to 
the  south-cast  in  a  mountainous  country,  inhabited  by  Indians.  The  most 
northerly  of  these  is  the  Kang'-e-a-nok,  which  flows  some  distance  westward,  then 
turns  northward,  receiving  on  its  right  bank  two  tributaries,  called  the  A'-nak-tok 
and  Kil'-lek.  At  a  distance  of  probably  one  hundred  miles  from  the  coast  it 
divides  into  two  streams,  the  eastern  of  which  follows  a  nearly  north  course  to 
the  Arctic  Sea,  one  hundred  and  forty  miles  east  of  Point  Barrow,  where  it  has 
been  identified  with  the  Colville.  It  bears  the  native  name  of  Nig'-a-lek  Kok, 
or  Goose  River,  and  is  said  to  receive  a  large  tributary  at  thirty  miles  from  its 
mouth,  called  the  It'-ka-ling  Kok,  or  Indian  River,  coming  in  from  the  mountains 
in  the  east.  The  other  division  flows  through  the  level  country  nearly  due  west 
to  fall  into  Wainright  Inlet,  ninety  miles  S.W.  of  Point  Barrow,  when  it  is 
named  Tu-tu-a-ling,  but  is  more  generally  known  as  Kok  or  Kong,  "  the  River." 
The  next  is  called  the  Nu-na-tak',  also  a  large  river,  whose  source  is  very  close 
to  that  of  the  Colville  ;  but  instead  of  turning,  like  the  latter,  northward,  it 
pursues  a  westerly  course  through  the  heart  of  the  country  ;  then,  bending  to  the 
south  and  a  little  east,  falls  into  Hotham  Inlet,  near  its  opening  into  Kotzebue  | 
Sound.  This  certainly,  in  the  estimation  of  the  Point  Barrow  people,  is  the 
most  important  river  in  their  country,  and  gives  its  name  to  by  far  the  larger 
portion  of  the  inhabitants  of  the  interior.  At  one  point  of  its  course  it  approaches 
so  near  a  bend  of  the  Colville,  that  boats  can  he  transported  in  less  than  two 
days  from  one  river  to  the  other.  The  K6-wak  is  the  next  in  order  as  well  as 
in  size  and  importance,  chiefly  on  account  of  a  few  mineral  substances  procured 
in  its  neighbourhood,  and  held  in  esteem  by  the  natives  of  the  coast.  It  also 
flows  westward,  and  then  bends  southward  to  join  Hotham  Inlet  near  its  eastern 
end.  The  fourth  is  the  Si-la-wik,  which,  having  a  more  southerly  origin,  follows  a 
more  direct  westerly  course,  and  empties  itself  into  a  large  lake,  communicating 
with  the  eastern,  extreme  of  the  same  inlet  near  the  mouth  of  the  K6-wak.  All 
these  rivers  have  been  identified  by  different  officers  from  the  "  Plover"  having 
visited,  their  embouchures,  and  those  falling  into  Hotham  Inlet  were  found  bor- 
dered with  large  pine  trees.  The  natives  add,  that  trees  also  grow  on  the  banks 
of  the  riivers  in  some  parts  of  the  interior.  The  other  rivers  along  the  north  and 
north-west  coast  are  small  and  hardly  knOwn,  except  to  persons  who  ha^■e  visited 
them  ;  and  the  Buckland  and  others  to  the  southward,  are  but  little  spoken  of  by 
the  people  generally,  although  aware  of  their  existence. 

The  largest  settlements  are  at  Point  Barrow,  Cape  Smyth,  Point  Hope,  and' 
Cape  Princ;e  of  Wales,  which  are  never  altogether  deserted  in  the  summer ;  but 
besides  these,  there  are  numerous  points  along  the  coast,  as  at  Wainright  Inlet, 
Icy  Ca]X',  tlie  shores  of  Kotzebue  Sound,  Port  Clarence,  and  Norton  Sound, 
whei'c  there  are  smellier  settlements  or  single  huts,  occupied  in  the  winter  but  ; 
generally  abandoned  in  the  summer. 

The  inhabitants  state,  that  the  sea  affords  them  several  varieties  of  whale,  only ' 
one  of  which  is  usually  pursued,  the  narwhal  (occasionally),  the  walrus,  four 
diff(>rent  sorts  of  s(>al,  tlie  polar  bear,  and  some  small  fish  ;  the  inlets  and  rivers] 
yield  them  the  sahnon,  iJic  herring,  and  the  smtOt,  besides  other  kinds  of  large 
and  sf)iall  fish  ;  fuid  on  tUv.  land,  besides  al)undance  of  berries  and  a  few  edible 
roots,  are  obtained  the  reindeer,  the  imna  (an  animal  which  nearly  answers  to  thr 
description  of  the  argali  or  Siberian  sheep,  the  hare),  the  brown  or  black  bear,  a 
few  wolverines  iuid  nuu'ieiis,  the  woll',  the  lynx,  blue  and  black  foxes,  the  beaver, 
musk  rats  and  lennnings.     In  summer,  birds  are  very  lunuerous,  particular!; 
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geese  in  the  interior  and  ducks  on  the  coast.    The  ptarmigan  and  raven  remain      Narrative  of 

throughout  the  winter,  and  the  latter  is  the  only  living  thing  we  know  to  be  re*-       J^^"  Simpson, 

jected  as  food.    Black  lead,  and  several  varieties  of  stones  for  making  whet- 

stones,  arrow  heads,  and  labrets,  and  for  striking  fire,  are  also  enumerated  as  the 

produce  of  the  land  and  articles  of  barter.    The  articles  in  common  use,  for 

which  they  are  indebted  to  strangers,  are  kettles,  knives,  tobacco,  beads,  and  tin 

for  making  pipes,  almost  all  of  which  come  from  Asia.    Enghsh  knives  and  beads 

are  also  in  use,  and  within  these  few  years,  at  Point  Barrow,  the  Hudson's  Bay 

musket  and  ammunition.    The  skin  of  the  wolverine  is  held  in  high  esteem,  and 

is,  like  the  English  goods,  procured  from  the  Indians,  occasionally  directly,  but 

most  commonly  through  their  more  eastern  brethren  at  Barter  Point.  The  latter 

also  supply  narwhal  skins,  large  lamps  or  oil  burners,  made  of  stone,  which  form 

part  of  the  furniture  of  every  hut. 

The  great  trading  places  are  King-ing,  at  Cape  Prince  of  Wales,  Se-en'-a-ling, 
at  the  mouth  of  the  Nu-na-tak,  Nig'-a-lek,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Colville,  within 
their  own  country  ;  and  Nu-wu-ak,  at  Point  Barter,  to  the  eastward,  between  all 
of  which  there  is  a  yearly  communication.  It  might  be  expected  that  the  Russian 
ports  near  Norton  Sound  would  supply  the  Russian  goods,  but  such  is  not  the 
case,  as  they  are  all,  or  nearly  all,  brought  from  the  Kokh'-lit  Nuna,  as  they  call 
Asia.  They  say  four  or  five  Asiatic  boats  cross  the  Straits  after  midsummer, 
proceeding-  from  East  Cape  to  the  Diomede  Islands,  an^  thence  to  Cape  Prince 
of  Wales,  where  trade  is  carried  on  with  people  belonging  to  the  neighbourhood  of 
Norton  Sound,  Port  Clarence,  &c.  The  boats  then  proceed  along  the  shore  of 
Kotzebue  Sound  until  the  high  land,  near  Cape  Krusenstern  comes  into  view, 
when  they  steer  by  it  for  Plotham  Inlet,  and  encamp  at  Se-su-a-ling.  At  this 
place,  towards  the  latter  end  of  July,  people  from  all  the  coast  and  rivers  to  a 
great  distance  meet,  and  an  extensive  barter  takes  place  among  the  Esquimaux 
themselves,  as  well  as  with  the  Asiatics,  amid  feasting,  dancing,  and  other  en- 
joyments. A  large  proportion  of  the  goods  falls  into  the  hands  of  the  people 
living  on  the  Nu-na-tak,  who  carry  it  into  the  interior,  and  either  transfer  it  to 
others,  or  descend  the  Colville  with  it  themselves  the  following  year,  to  meet 
their  friends  from  Point  Barrow.  At  the  Colville,  the  same  scene  of  barter  and 
amusement  takes  place  in  the  latter  part  of  July,  and  early  in  August  the  goods 
are  carried  to  Point  Barter  by  the  Point  Barrow  traders,  to  be  exchanged  for  the 
English  and  other  produce  of  the  east.  The  Nu-na-tung'-meun,  or  Nu-na-tak 
people,  thus  become  the  carriers  of  the  Russian  kettles,  knives,  &c.,  to  be  found 
along  the  north  coast,  and  being  known  only  by  name  to  the  inhabitants  east  of  the 
Colville  as  the  people  from  whom  these  articles  are  procured,  it  is  easy  to  perceive 
how  Sir  J.  Franklin  and  Mr.  Simpson  were  led  to  conjecture  that  a  Russian  port 
existed  upon  that  river,  and  that  the  agents  residing  there  were  called  Nu-na- 
tang'-meun.  The  word  Nu-na-tak  appears  to  signify  "  inland,"  from  its  being 
commonly  applied  to  persons  coming  from  an}'  part  of  the  interior  ;  but  they  do 
not  use  any  corresponding  v,-ord  to  comprehend  the  different  tribes  on  the  coast. 

The  number  of  inhabitants  within  the  first-named  boundaries  does  not,  fronx 
all  we  can  learn,  exceed  2,500  souls,  and  is  probably  little  more  than  2,000,  all 
of  whom  have  the  same  characteristics  of  form,  feature,  language,  and  dress,  and 
follow,  with  little  variation,  according  to  the  locality,  whether  on  the  coast  or  in 
the  interior,  the  same  habits  and  pursuits.  The  remarks  which  follow,  therefore, 
though  more  particularly  referring  to  the  people  of  Point  Barrow^,  will  be  equally 
applicable  to  them  all. 

Point  Barrow  is  the  northern  extreme  of  this  part  of  the  American  continent, 
consisting  of  a  low  spit  of  sand  and  gravel  projecting  to  the  north-east.  Its 
length  is  about  four  miles,  audit  is  little  more  than  a  quarter  of  a  mile  in  average 
breadth,  but  expands  considerably  at  the  extremity,  where  it  rises  to  about 
sixteen  feet  in  height,  and  sends  out  to  the  E.S.E.  a  low  narrow  ridge  of  gravel 
to  a  distance  of  more  than  two  miles,  succeeded  in  the  same  direction  by  a  row 
of  sandy  islets,  enclosing  a  shallow  bay  of  considerable  extent.  The  assemblage 
of  winter  huts  is  placed  on  the  expanded  and  more  elevated  extremit;/,  vrhere 
there  is  a  thin  layer  of  grassy  turf.  It  is  called  Nu-wuk,  or  Noo-woo'k,  which 
signifies  emphatically  "  The  Point."  No  doubt  the  settlement  owes  its  existence 
to  the  proximity  of  the  deep  sea,  in  which  the  whale  can  be  successfully  pursued 
in  the  summer  and  autumn,  and  to  the  great  extent  of  shallow  waters  around, 
where  the  seal  may  be  taken  at  any  season  of  the  year.    The  number  of 
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Narrative  of     jnliablted  huts  in  the  winter  ot  1852-3  was  tifty-lbur,  reduced  to  forty-eiaht  in 

Mr  John  binipuoii,  ,  ,  ,.  •  r  ^.u  u       i-     -i  j.  i 

SLir^'coii.  the  succeechn^'  year  in  consecjuence  ol  the  scfireity  ol  oil  to  supply  ho  many 
fires,  besides  a  few  others  which  do  not  seem  to  have  been  tenanted  for  several 
years,  and  two  dance  houses.  The  total  population  at  the  end  of  1853  was  309, 
of  whom  166  were  males  and  143  females.  The  older  people  say  their  numbers 
arc  much  diminished  of  late  years,  a  statement  to  the  truth  of  which  the  remains 
of  a  third  dance  house  and  the  number  of  unoccupied  huts  bear  silent  testimony. 
The  latter  are  in  some  degree  taken  care  of  as  if  to  preserve  the  right  of  owner- 
ship, and  to  prevent  their  being  pulled  down.  Further,  a  disease,  which  from 
description  seems  to  have  been  influenza,  is  said  to  have  carried  off  no  less 
than  forty  people  in  the  commencement  of  the  winter  of  1851-2.  In  1852-3 
the  births  we  heard  of  were  four  or  five,  and  the  deaths  about  ten ;  and  within 
the  last  twelvemonth,  when  our  information  was  more  accurate,  we  noted  only- 
four  births,  but  no  fewer  than  twenty-seven  deaths,  most  of  which  occurred  from 
famine,  reducing  the  population  at  the  present  time  to  286.  The  settlement  at 
Cape  Smyth,  about  ten  miles  distant,  consisting  of  forty  huts,  and  having  about 
three-fourths  the  inhabitants,  has  been  reduced  in  a  more  than  proportionate 
degree,  having  lost  forty  people  since  July  1853.  Some  of  these  had  fled  in  the 
depth  of  winter  from  their  own  cold  hearths  to  seek  food  and  warmth  at 
Nu-wuk,  where,  finding  no  relief,  they  perished  miserably  on  the  snovv.  These 
people  are  by  no  means  ^the  dwarfish  race  they  were  formerly  supposed  to  be. 
In  stature  they  are  not  inferior  to  many  other  races,  and  are  robust,  muscular, 
and  active,  inclining  rather  to  spareness  than  corpulence.  The  average  height 
of  men  was  found  to  be  ,  the  tallest  individual  being  5  feet  10.^  inches, 
and  the  shortest  5  feet  1  inch.  The  heaviest  man  weighed  195  lbs.,  and  the 
lightest  125  lbs.,  and  the  average  weight  of  was  .  The  individuals  weighed 
and  measured  were  taken  indiscriminatel}'  as  they  visited  the  ship,  and  w^ere  all 
supposed  to  have  attained  their  full  stature.  Their  chief  muscular  strength  is 
in  the  back,  which  is  best  displayed  in  their  games  of  w^restling.  The  shoulders 
are  square  or  rather  raised,  making  the  neck  appear  shorter  than  it  really  is,  and 
the  chest  is  deep  ;  but  in  strength  of  arm  they  cannot  compete  with  our  sailors. 
The  hand  is  small,  short,  broad,  and  rather  thick,  and  the  thumb  appears  short, 
giving  an  air  of  clumsiness  in  handling  anything;  and  the  power  of  grasping  is 
not  great.  The  lower  limbs  are  in  good  proportion  to  the  body,  and  the  feet, 
like  the  hands,  arc  short  and  broad,  with  a  high  instep.  Considering  their 
frequent  occupation  as  hunters,  they  do  not  excel  in  speed,  nor  in  jumping 
over  a  height  or  a  level  space,  but  they  display  great  agihty  in  leaping  to  kick 
with  both  feet  together  an  object  hanging  as  high  as  the  chin,  or  even  above  the 
head.  In  walking,  their  tread  is  firm  and  elastic,  the  step  short  and  quick; 
and  the  toes  bein'j;  turned  outwards  and  the  knee  at  each  advance  inclining  in 
the  same  direction,  give  a  certain  peculiarity  to  their  gait,  difficult  to  describe. 

The  hair  is  sooty  black,  without  gloss,  and  coarse,  cut  in  an  even  line  across 
the  forehead,  but  allowed  to  grow  long  at  the  back  of  the  head  and  about  the 
ears,  whilst  the  crown  is  cropped  close  or  shaven.  The  colour  of  the  skin  is  a 
light  yellowish  brown,  but  variable  in  shade,  and  in  a  few  instances  Avas  observed 
to  be  very  dark.  In  the  young,  the  complexion  is  comparatively  fair,  presenting 
a  remarkably  healthy  sunburnt  appearance,  through  which  the  rosy  hue  of  the 
cheeks  is  visible;  before  middle  life,  however,  this,  from  exposure,  gives  place  to 
a  weather-beaten  appearance,  so  that  it  is  difficult  to  guess  their  ages. 

The  face  is  flat,  broad,  rounded,  and  commonly  plump,  the  cheek  bones  high, 
the  Jbrcjhead  low,  but  l)road  across  the  eyebrows,  and  narrowing  upwards  ;  the 
whole  head  becomes  somewhat  pointed  towards  the  crown.  The  nose  is  short 
and  flat,  giving  an  appearance  of  considerable  space  between  the  eyes.  The 
eyes  are  brown,  of  didereut  shades,  usually  dark,  seldom  if  ever  altogether 
black,  and  generally  have  a  soft  expression  ;  some  have  a  peculiar  glitter,  which 
we  called  gipsy-like.  They  slope  slightly  upwards  from  the  nose,  and  have 
a  fold  of  skill  str(>tchiiig  across  the  inner  angle  to  the  upper  eyelid,  most 
perceptible  in  cliildhood,  which  gives  to  some  individuals  a  cast  of  counte- 
nance almost  ])eiTectly  ('hinese.  The  eyelids  seem  tumid,  opening  to  only  a 
moderate  extent,  and  the  slightly  arched  eyebrows  sciU'cely  ])roject  beyond  them. 
I'he  ears  arc  by  no  means  large,  l)ut  fi-equently  stand  out  sideways.  The  mouth 
is  pi'oinlnent  and  large,  and  the  lips,  especiiilly  the  lower  one,  r;ither  thick  and 
])r(jtiuding.    The  jaw  bones  are  strong,  sup[)orting  remarkably  firm  and  coni- 


(   921  ) 


mouly  regular  teeth.    In  the  youthful  these  are  in  general  white,  but  towards      Narrative  of 
middle  age  they  have  lost  their  enamel  and  become  black,  or  are  worn  down  to  ''^'^"'^g^"^^™^^"" 
the  gums.    The  incisors  of  the  lower  jaw  do  not  pass  behind  those  of  the  °  , 

upper,  but  meet  edge  to  edge,  so  that  hy  the  time  an  individual  arrives  at 
maturity,  the  opposing  surfaces  of  the  eye  and  front  teeth  are  perfectly  flat, 
independently  of  the  wear  they  are  subjected  to  in  every  possible  way  to  assist 
the  hands.  The  expression  of  the  countenance  is  one  of  habitual  good  humour 
in  the  great  majority  of  both  sexes,  but  is  a  good  deal  marred  in  the  men  by 
wearing  heavy  lip  ornaments. 

The  lower  lip  in  early  youth  is  perforated  at  each  side  opposite  the  eye  tooth ; 
and  a  slender  piece  of  ivory,  smaller  than  a  crow-quill,  having  one  end  broad 
and  flat  like  the  head  of  a  nail  or  tack  to  rest  against  the  gum,  is  inserted  from 
within,  to  prevent  the  wound  healing  up.  This  is  follo^Yed  by  others  successively 
larger  during  a  period  of  six  months  or  longer,  until  the  openings  are  sufficiently 
dilated  to  admit  the  lip  ornaments  or  labrets.  As  the  dilatation  takes  place  in 
the  direction  of  the  flbres  of  the  muscle  surrounding  the  mouth,  the  incisions 
appears  so  very  uniform  as  to  lead  one  to  suppose  each  tribe  had  a  skilful 
operator  for  the  purpose  ;  this,  however,  is  not  the  case,  neither  is  there  any 
ceremony  attending  tiie  operation. 

The  labrets  worn  by  the  men  are  made  of  many  different  kinds  of  stone  and 
even  of  coal,  but  the  largest,  most  expensive,  and  most  coveted,  are  each  made 
of  a  flat  circular  piece  of  white  stone,  an  inch  and  a  half  in  diameter,  the  front 
surface  of  which  is  flat  and  has  cemented  to  it  half  of  a  large  blue  bead.  The 
back  surface  is  also  flat,  except  at  the  centre,  where  a  projection  is  left  to  fit  the 
hole  in  the  lip  with  a  broad  expanded  end  to  prevent  it  falling  out,  and  so 
shaped  as  to  lie  in  contact  with  the  gum.  It  is  surprising  how  a  man  can  face  a 
breeze,  however  light,  at  30°  or  40°  below  zero,  with  pieces  of  stone  in  contact 
with  his  face,  yet  it  seems  from  habit  the  unoccupied  openings  would  be  a 
greater  inconvenience  than  the  labrets  which  fill  them. 

Their  sight  is  remarkably  acute,  and  seemed  particularly  so  to  us,  who  often 
experienced  a  difficulty  in  estimating  the  true  distance  and  size  of  objects  on  the 
snow.  Their  hearing  also  is  good,  but  we  doubt  if  it  possesses  the  same  degree 
of  acuteness.    Of  the  other  senses  we  have  not  been  able  to  form  an  opinion. 

While  young  they  are  generally  well  formed  and  good-looking,  having  good  eyes 
and  teeth.  To  a  few,  who  besides  possessed  something  of  the  Circassian  cast  of 
features,  was  attributed  a  certain  degree  of  brunette  beauty.  Their  hands  and  feet 
are  small,  and  the  former  delicate  in  the  young,  but  soon  become  rough  and  coarse 
when  the  household  cares  devolve  upon  them.  Their  movements  are  awkward  and 
ungainly,  and  though  capable  of  making  long  journeys  on  foot,  it  is  almost  painful 
to  see  many  of  them  walk.  Unlike  the  men,  they  shuffle  along  commonly 
a  little  sideways,  with  the  toes  turned  inwards,  stooping  slightly  forward  as  if 
carrying  a  burden ;  and  their  general  appearance  is  not  enhanced  by  the  coat 
being  made  large  enough  to  accommodate  a  child  on  the  back,  whilst  the  tight- 
fitting  nether  garment  only  serves  to  display  the  deformity  of  their  bow  legs. 
Beyond  the  front  view  of  the  face,  they  seem  utterly  regardless  of  cleanliness  ;  and 
though  careful  in  arranging  the  beads  in  their  hair,  they  seldom  use  a  comb 
either  for  comfort  or  tidiness.  A  sort  of  cleansing  of  the  body  generally  is 
occasionally  practised,  but  it  is  far  from  deserving  the  name  of  ablution. 
It  is  but  fair  to  state  that  we  believe  they  might  be  easily  taught  habits  of 
cleanliness,  but  these  could  be  attended  to  with  the  greatest  difficulty,  as  they 
have  no  more  water  in  the  long  winter  than  is  just  sufficient  for  their  drinking 
and  cooking.  Around  Michselowski,  in  Norton  Sound,  some  of  the  women  wear 
cotton  garments  next  the  skin;  and  on  bath  days,  after  the  people  of  the  Fort  had 
done,  they  eagerly  availed  themselves  of  the  opportunity  when  allowed  to  wash 
both  themselves  and  their  clothes. 

The  hair  is  worn  parted  in  the  middle  from  the  back  to  the  front  and  plaited 
on  each  side  behind  the  ear  into  a  roll,  which  hangs  down  to  the  bosom  and.  is 
vrrapped  round  v/ith  small  beads  of  various  colours.  Length  of  hair  generally 
accompanies  softness  of  its  texture,  and  is  considered  a  point  of  female  beauty. 
The  ears  are,  witli  very  few  exceptions,  pierced  to  support,  with  ivory  or 
copper  hooks,  four  or  five  long  strings  of  small  beads  suspended  at  a  distance 
from  the  ends,  which  hang  free,  leaving  the  middle  part  to  fall  loosely  across 
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Naiiiitlvc  of  lliti  breast.  Not  iinfrcqucntly  tlic  ends  are  long  enough  to  be  each  fastened 
JMr.  Jolin  Siinpsoij,  back  in  another  loop  to  the  hair  behind  the  ears. 

tiuigcou.  Fortunately  for  the  appearance  of  the  countenance  it  is  not  defornned  by  the 

perforations  in  the  lip,  but  instead  it  is  injirked  witl;  three  tattooed  lines  from 
the  margin  of  the  lower  lip  to  the  under  surface  of  the  chin.  I'he  middle  one 
of  these  is  rather  more  than  half  an  inch  broad,  with  a  narrower  one  at  a  little 
distance  on  either  side,  diverging  slightly  downwards.  Tlie  manner  in  wlu'ch 
tattooing  is  performed  is  by  pinching  up  the  skin  in  the  direction  of  the  line 
required,  and  passing  through  it  at  short  intervals  a  fine  needle,  in  the  eye  of 
which  is  a  small  thread  of  sinew  blackened  with  soot,  as  in  ordinary  sewing, 
except  that  the  thread  is  pulled  through  at  each  stitch.  The  narrow  line  on  such 
side  is  the  result  of  one  seam  or  series  of  stitches,  but  the  middle  one  requires 
three  or  four  such  close  together.  It  has  been  supposed  that  this  operation 
is  performed  at  a  particular  period  when  the  girl  verges  into  womanhood,  and 
some  of  the  natives  profess  that  this  is  the  case,  but  inquiry  does  not  substantiate 
the  supposition.  A  single  line  is  frequently  seen  in  mere  children,  and  the 
three  in  very  young  girls,  whilst  a  few  are  not  marked  until  they  seem  almost 
full  grown  women,  and  have  been  called  wives  for  a  considerable  time.  The  same 
irregularity  exists  with  regard  to  the  age  at  which  the  lip  is  perforated  for 
labrets  in  boys,  who  as  soon  as  they  can  take  a  seal  or  kill  a  v>'olf  are  entitled 
to  have  the  operation  performed.  But,  in  truth,  no  rule  obtains  in  either  case ; 
some,  led  by  the  force  of  example,  submit  to  it  early,  and  others  delay  it  from 
shyness  or  timidity.  A  man  is  met  with  occasionally  without  holes  for  labrets, 
but  a  woman  without  the  chin  marks  we  have  never  seen. 

The  men's  dress  is  simple  and  convenient,  consisting  of  a  frock  reaching 
nearly  half-way  to  the  knee,  with  a  hood,  and  confined  at  the  waist  by  a  loose 
belt,  having  the  tail  of  some  animal  attached  to  it  behind,  and  breeches  tying 
below  the  knee  over  long  boots  or  mocassins,  which  also  tie  at  the  ankle.  These 
garments  are  double,  the  inner  being  generally  made  of  fawn  skin,  and  vv^om 
with  the  fur  inwards,  and  the  outer  of  the  skin  of  the  half  or  full-grown  animal 
with  the  hair  outwards.  To  make  the  hood  set  well  to  the  face,  a  triang-ular 
slip  of  skin  is  necessary  to  be  inserted  on  each  side  of  the  neck,  with  long- 
points  extending  down  the  breast ;  and  these  pieces  being  usually  white,  form 
with  the  darker  skin  of  the  coat  a  contrast  which  readily  catches  the 
eye.  Around  the  face  is  a  fringe,  frequently  of  wolf  or  wolverine  skin,  on 
good  coats,  and  the  skirt  is  hemmed  with  a  narrow  edging  of  a  similar  kind. ; 
some  have  also  a  border  of  white,  with  straps  of  the  sam^e  colour  on  the  arm 
near  the  shoulder.  There  is  commonly  an  ermine  skin,  a  feather,  or  some  such 
thing,  which  acts  as  a  charm,  attached  to  the  back.  The  skins  of  various  other 
animals,  besides  the  deer,  as  the  fox,  musk-rat,  marten,  dressed  bird  skins,  &c., 
are  also  used  in  making  coats.  The  breeches  are  also  of  deer  skin,  or  sometimes 
dog  or  seal  skin,  occasionally  ornamented  with  a  stripe  of  white  down  the  out- 
side or  front  of  the  thigh.  The  boots  are  most  frequently  of  the  dark  skin  of 
the  reindeer's  legs,  or  this  in  alternate  stripes  with  the  white  skin  of  the  belly, 
extending  from  below  the  knee  to  the  ankle,  with  soles  of  white  dressed  seal- 
skin, gathered  in  neatly  around  the  toes  and  heels,  having  within  a  cushion  of 
whalebone  scrapings  or  dried  grass,  between  them  and  the  reindeer  stockings, 
which  are  next  the  feet.  They  are  particular  in  the  arrangement  of  the  skins  ; 
thus  the  round  spot  of  indurated  skin  on  which  the  hair  is  stiffer  and  whiter 
than  that  around  it  just  below  the  hock  of  the  animal,  is  always  placed  over  the 
inside  of  the  ankle  bone  in  men's  mocassins  at  Point  Barrow,  and  over  the  outer 
in  women's  ;  but  they  say  the  reverse  is  the  custom  at  Point  Hope.  Over  these 
a  pair  of  ankle  boots  of  black  seal  skin,  dressed  only  so  far  as  to  remove  the 
hair,  with  soles  of  narwhal  skin,  is  worn  on  the  ice.  The  hands  are  protected 
by  deer  skin  mittens,  with  the  hair  inwards ;  but  for  cold  weather  and  working 
on  the  ice,  the  thicker  skin  of  the  polar  bear,  with  the  hair  outwards,  is  pre- 
ferred, as  it  is  warmer  and  less  liable  to  injury  from  getting  wet.  The  whole 
dress  is  roomy,  particularly  the  coat,  which  has  the  sleeves  large  enough  to 
allow  tlie  hanfls  to  be  witlidrawn,  one  of  the  greatest  comlbrts  that  can  be 
imagined  in  cold  weather.  In  winter  a  cloak  of  dark  and  white  deer  skins  is 
woin  over  the  shoulders,  held  on  by  a  thong  across  the  throat,  and  gives  the 
whole  figure  a  very  gay  appearance.  According  as  the  Avind  is  in  front  or  on 
one  aide,  the  cloak  can  be  turned  as  a  protection  against  it.    'J'he  usual  belt  is 
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made  of  the  smaller  wing  feathers  of  ducks,  after  the  plumes  are  torn  off,  partly  ]y|;^.'^y"^*slm°son 
sewed  and  partly  woven  with  small  plaited  cords  of  sinew,  taking  care  to  keep    ^'  yurg'^^o"?^"'^' 

the  glossy  back  surface  of  the  feathers  outwards,  and  their  ends,  which  form  the   

edges  of  the  belt,  are  confined  by  a  narrow  binding  of  skin.  In  some  of  these 
there  is  a  checkered  appearance  produced,  by  alternate  rows  of  black  and  white 
feathers  ;  but  the  white  tapsi,  or  belt,  is  certainly  the  gayest.  The  pipe  bag  on 
one  side,  and  the  knife  on  the  other,  suspended  to  the  girdle  supporting  the 
breeches,  may  be  considered  part  of  the  usual  dress.  For  procuring  fire,  the 
flint  and  steel  is  used  in  the  North,  and  kept  in  a  little  bag  hanging  round  the 
neck  ;  and  in  Kotzebue  Sound  the  pipe  bag  contains  two  pieces  of  dry  wood, 
with  a  small  bow  for  rotating  the  one  rapidly  while  firmly  pressed  against  the 
other,  until  fire  is  produced.  In  the  absence  of  these,  two  lumps  of  iron  pyrites 
are  used  to  strike  fire  upon  tinder,  made  by  rubbing  the  down  taken  from  the  seeds 
of  plants  with  charcoal.  The  tobacco  bag,  or  "  del-la-mai'-yu,"  is  the  constant 
companion  of  men,  women,  and  even  children,  and  is  kept  also  at  the  inner  belt. 

In  summer,  as  their  occupations  are  more  in  boats,  the  dress  is  somewhat 
different.  The  feet  and  legs  are  incased  in  water-tight  seal  skin  boots,  and  an 
outside  coat  of  the  same  material,  or  of  whale  gut,  covers  the  body  ;  or  these 
are  made  all  in  one,  with  a  drawing  string  round  the  face.  The  least  valuable 
skins  are  also  used  at  this  time,  as  they  soon  become  soiled  and  filthy  with 
blubber,  becoming  quite  unfit  for  a  second  season. 

It  would  be  impossible  to  enumerate  the  varieties  of  dress  we  witnessed  at 
the  grand  summer  dance,  when,  among  new  skin  coats,  might  be  seen  the  clean 
white  cotton  shirt  and  the  greasy  and  tattered .  Guernsey  frock,  besides  others 
made  up  of  odds  and  ends,  such  as  cotton  or  silk  handkerchiefs  procured  at  the 
ship,  shewing  that  they  were  bound  by  no  rule  as  to  dress  on  the  occasion.  On 
the  head  of  every  dancer,  however,  was  a  band  supporting  one,  two,  or  three 
large  eagle's  feathers,  which,  together  with  a  streak  of  black  lead,  either  in  a 
diagonal  line  across  or  down  one  side  of  the  face,  gave  them  a  more  savage 
appearance  than  they  usually  exhibit.  Many  of  these  headbands  were  made  of 
the  skin  of  the  head  and  neck  of  some  animal  or  bird,  of  which  the  nose  or  beak 
was  retained  to  project  from  the  middle  of  the  forehead.  The  long  beak  of  the 
great  northern  diver  formed  the  most  conspicuous  of  these  ornaments.  Another 
head-dress,  which  is  looked  upon  with  superstitious  regard,  and  only  worn  when 
engaged  in  whaling,  consists  of  a  band  of  deer  skin  ornamented  with  needle- 
work, from  which  are  suspended  around  the  forehead  and  temples,  in  the  form 
of  a  fringe,  the  front  teeth  of  the  im'-na,  a  sort  of  deer,  which  has  been  before 
mentioned  as  inhabiting  the  interior. 

Snow-shoes  are  so  seldom  used  in  the  North  when  the  drifted  snow  presents 
a  hard  frozen  surface  to  walk  upon,  that  certainly  not  half  a  dozen  pairs  were  in 
existence  at  Point  Barrow  at  the  time  of  our  arrival,  and  those  were  of  an 
inferior  sort.  Inland,  and  near  Kotzebue  Sound,  where  trees  and  underwood 
grow,  the  snow  remains  so  soft  it  would  be  impossible  to  travel  any  distance  in 
the  winter  without  them.  The  most  common  one  is  two  pieces  of  alder,  about 
two  feet  and  a  half  long,  curved  towards  each  other  at  the  ends,  where  they  are 
bound  together,  and  kept  apart  in  the  middle  by  two  cross-pieces,  each  end  of 
which  is  held  in  a  mortice.  Between  the  cross-pieces  is  stretched  a  stout 
thong,  lengthwise  and  across,  for  the  foot  to  rest  upon,  with  another  which  first 
forms  a  loop  to  allow  the  toes  to  pass  beneath ;  this  is  carried  round  the  back  of 
the  ankle  to  the  opposite  side  of  the  foot,  so  as  to  sling  the  snov^r-shoe  under  the 
joint  of  the  great  toe.  As  the  shoe  is  thus  suspended  at  a  point  a  little  before 
"its  centre,  the  heel  end  trails  hghtly  over  the  snow  at  each  step,  whilst  the  toe  is 
raised  over  any  slight  unevenness  in  the  way.  Some  are  five  feet  long  by 
fourteen  inches  wide,  rorunded  and  turned  up  at  the  toe,  and  pointed  at  the  heel, 
neatly  filled  in  before  and  behind  the  cross-bars  with  a  fine  network  of  sinew,  or 
of  very  small  thong  made  from  the  skin  of  the  small  seal,  nat'-sik. 

The  v/omen's  dress  differs  from  the  men's  in  the  mocassins  and  breeches 
forminp-  a  single  close-fitting  garment  tied  round  the  waist,  as  well  as  in  being 
more  uniformly  striped,  and  the  coat  in  being  longer,  reaching  to  below  the 
knees  in  a  rounded  flap  before  and  behind.  The  back  of  the  coat  and  the  hood 
are  also  made  large  enough  to  contain  a  child,  whose  weight  is  chiefly  sustained 
by  the  belt.  For  common  use  and  among  the  poorer  people,  the  inner  one  is 
marie  of  bird  skins,  and  among  those  who  are  better  off  of  deer  skin,  and  is 
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Narrative  ol'  plain.  I  ll  wilitcr,  when  out  of  doors,  an  outer  coat  of  thick  deer  skin  is  worn, 
Mr.  John  SimpBon,  .j^j^^i  [^^  summer  a  light  one  of  the  skins  procured  during  the  summer  when  the 
Surgoon.  animal  is  changing  its  hair.  For  dress  occasions,  one  is  worn  by  those  wlio  can 
afford  it  which  is  made  of  patchwork,  always  according  to  one  invariable  plan  as 
to  the  shape  and  principal  seams  ;  but  there  is  considerable  variety  allowed  in 
the  arrangement  of  the  white  and  different  shades  of  fawn  skins  of  which  it  is 
made,  besides  a  countless  multitude  of  strips  and  tufts  of  fur  sewed  to  the  back, 
shoulders,  and  front  of  the  garment,  producing  always  a  pleasing  effect,  and 
indicating  considerable  industry  on  the  part  of  the  seamstress. 

The  woman's  tapsi  or  belt  is  made  from  the  skin  of  the  wolverine's  fieet,  with 
the  claws  directed  downwards  and  placed  at  regular  intervals.  Near  Kotzebue 
Sound  a  belt  of  a  different  kind  is  much  in  use,  consisting  of  a  piece  of  skin,  of 
proper  length,  having  the  front  teeth  of  the  reindeer,  adhering  to  the  dried  gum 
of  the  animal,  stitched  to  it ;  so  that  the  second  row  of  teeth  overlies  the  sewing 
on  the  first,  and  so  on,  beginning  at  each  end  and  joining  at  the  middle.  A  belt 
of  this  description  is  about  two  and  a  half  inches  broad,  and  has  from  fifty  to 
sixty  rows  of  teeth.  The  other  personal  ornaments,  besides  the  beads  in  the 
hair  and  ears,  are  rings  of  iron  and  copper  for  the  wrists,  and  on  dancing  occa- 
sions their  wealth  is  displayed  in  broad  bands  of  small  beads  of  different  colours, 
arranged  according  to  the  taste  of  the  wearer,  attached  by  one  end  to  the  coat 
at  the  neck,  and  by  the  other  to  the  middle  of  the  front  skirt.  Large  beads 
seem  to  be  used  only  by  the  men,  some  of  whom  were  vain  enough  to  display 
them  in  strings  round  the  head  or  hanging  in  front  of  the  coat,  and  we  remarked 
that  no  part  of  the  materials  procured  from  the  ship  was  used  as  clothing  by  the 
women.  Buttons  were  the  only  ornaments  they  seemed  to  adopt  for  the  belt, 
and  to  fasten  the  beads  in  their  hair. 

Instead  of  a  knife  the  women  wear  at  the  inner  belt  a  needle-case,  which  is 
merely  a  narrow  strip  of  skin  in  which  the  needles  are  stack,  with  a  tube  of 
bone,  ivory,  or  iron  to  slide  down  over  them,  and  kept  from  slipping  off  the 
lovv^er  end  by  a  knot  or  large  bead.  Their  pipe  is  commonly  smaller  and  lighter 
than  the  men's,  and  they  do  not  carry  it  in  a  bag,  but  in  the  hand  or  inside  the 
coat  at  the  back  ;  and  the  flint  and  steel  is  not  so  general  with  them,  as  their 
work  is  seldom  out  of  doors  except  in  company  with  the  men.  They  have  a 
singular  habit  of  wearing  only  one  mitten,  protecting  the  other  hand  under  the 
flap  of  the  coat,  or  drawing  it  inside  the  sleeve,  in  preference  to  carr^ang  a  second. 

The  shape  of  the  coat  serves  to  distinguish  the  sex  of  children  as  soon  as  they 
are  able  to  walk  alone,  but  the  wom^an's  form  of  mocassins  is  used  by  boys  until 
they  are  well  grown. 

The  physical  constitution  of  both  sexes  is  strong,  and  they  bear  exposure 
during  the  coldest  Aveather  for  many  hours  together  without  appearing  incon- 
venienced, further  than  occasional  frost-bites  on  the  cheeks.  They  also  show 
great  endurance  of  fatigue  during  their  journeys  in  the  summer,  particularly 
that  part  in  which  they  require  to  drag  the  family  boat,  laden  with  their  summer 
tent  and  all  their  moveables,  on  a  sledge  over  the  ice. 

Extreme  longevity  is  probably  not  unknown  among  them  ;  but  as  they  take  no 
heed  to  immber  the  years  as  they  pass,  they  can  form  no  guess  of  their  own 
ages,  invariably  stating  "  they  have  many  years."  Judging  altogether  from 
a])pcarance,  a  man  whom  we  saw  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Kotzebue  Sound 
could  not  be  less  than  eighty  years  of  age.  He  had  long  been  confined  to  his 
bed,  and  appeared  quite  in  his  dotage.  There  was  another  at  Point  Barrow, 
whose  wrinkled  face,  silvery  hair,  toothless  gums,  and  shrunk  limbs  indicated  an 
age  nothing  short  of  seventy -five.  This  man  died  in  the  month  of  April  1853, 
and  had  paid  a  visit  to  the  ship  only  a  few  days  before,  when  his  intellect  seemed 
unimpaired,  and  his  vision  wonderfully  acute  for  his  time  of  life.  There  is 
another  still  alive,  who  is  said  to  be  a  few  years  older. 

Befoj-e  oifering  any  remarks  on  the  character  of  these  people,  it  should  be 
premised  that  the  subject  is  approached  with  great  diffidence,  lest  we  should 
give  errojieous  views  respecting  them  ;  for  althougli  we  have  j-esided  two  years 
within  three  miles  of  their  largest  settlement,  we  could  never  Avholly  divest  our- 
selves of  the  feeling  that  we  were  looked  upon  by  them  as  foreigners,  if  not 
intruders,  who  were  more  feared  than  trusted  ;  the  Tiiore  favoural)le  points  of 
their  character  were  not  therefore  brought  |)ronn'nently  before  us,  whilst  from 
being  fre(|iieiilty  annoyed  by  peity  thefts,  false  reports,  broken  promises,  and 
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evasions,  we  perhaps  too  hastily  conckided  that  thieving  and  lying  were  their     Narrative  of 

natural  characteristics,  without  attributing  to  them  a  single  redeeming  quality.  '^Su]?„.p™^^°"' 

Yet,  as  we  became  better  acquainted,  we  found  individuals  of  weight  and  ^ 

influence  among  them,  Avhose  conduct  seemed  guided  by  a  rude  inward  sense  of 

honesty  and  truth,  and  whom  it  would  be  unfair  to  judge  by  a  civilized  standard, 

or  to  blame  for  yielding  to  temptations  to  them  greater  than  we  can  conceive. 

A  leaf  of  tobacco  is  a  matter  of  small  value,  yet  the  end  of  it  sticking  from  one's 

pocket  amid  a  knot  of  natives  at  Nu-wuk,  Avould  be  a  greater  temptation  there, 

and  would  more  surely  be  stolen,  than  a  handkerchief  or  a  purse  seen  dangling 

from  one's  skirt  in  a  London  mob.    And  when  the  parental  and  filial  duties  are 

so  carefully  performed,  it  would  be  hard  to  deny  the  existence  of  even  a  spark 

of  generosity. 

In  disposition  they  are  good-humoured  and  cheeerful,  seemingly  burdened 
by  no  care.  Their  feelings  are  lively  but  not  lasting,  and  the  temper  frequently 
quick,  but  placable.  Of  their  placable  temper,  an  instance  occurred  in  September 
1852.  An  old  man,  of  some  consideration  at  Nu-wuk,  had  with  his  wife  been 
alongside  the  ship,  and  in  the  crowd  were  refused  admittance ;  the  woman  also, 
by  some  accident,  had  received  a  blow^  on  the  head  from  an  oar.  By  way  of 
retaliation,  a  day  or  two  afterwards  he  tried  to  send  away  our  watering  party 
from  a  pond  near  the  village ;  and  finding  our  men  took  little  heed  of  him,  he  set 
about  persuading  his  countrymen  to  expel  the  strangers  "  for  stealing  the 
water."  Captain  Maguire  seeing  the  disturbed  state  of  his  feelings  depicted  in 
his  countenance,  advanced  to  meet  him,  and  at  once  presented  him  with  a  needle. 
The  man's  embarrassment  was  extreme.  Trifling  as  the  present  was,  it  flattered 
him  out  of  more  than  half  his  anger,  and  he  dissipated  the  rest  in  a  long  talk, 
the  people  seating  themselves  in  a  ring,  and  requesting  the  captain  and  his 
companions  to  take  a  place  in  the  centre,  when  the  old  man  and  his  wife — his 
better  half — explained  the  bad  treatment  they  had  received  at  the  ship.  In  the 
mean  time  the  boat  was  laden,  and  the  distribution  of  a  little  tobacco  left  a 
momentary  impression  that  we  were  angels. 

Their  conjugal  and  parental  affections  are  strong,  the  latter  especially,  whilst  the 
children  are  still  young ;  but  beyond  the  sphere  of  their  own  family  or  hut  they 
appear  to  have  no  regard.  The  loss  of  a  husband,  a  wife,  or  a  child,  makes  no 
permanent  deep  impression,  unless  the  bereavement  leaves  them  destitute  of  the 
comforts  they  have  been  accustomed  to ;  indeed,  it  is  not  rare  to  find  a  woman 
unable  to  give  an  accurate  account  of  her  children  including  the  dead  ;  yet,  when 
their  afflictions  are  brought  to  mind  by  inquiry,  the  cheerful  smile  leaves  the 
face  to  be  replaced  by  a  look  of  sadness,  and  the  tone  of  voice  becomes  doleful. 
Under  the  real  or  pretended  influence  of  grief,  acts  of  violence  are  sometimes 
committed  by  the  men,  and  thefts  at  the  ship  were  occasionally  said  to  be 
prompted  by  domestic  sorrows.  Though  thankful  at  times  for  favours,  they 
seldom  offered  an}^  return,  and  gratitude  beyond  the  hour  is  not  to  be  looked 
for.  Perhaps  it  is  not  too  much  to  say  that  a  free  and  disinterested  gift  is 
totally  unknown  among  them.  On  making  a  present  to  a  stranger,  it  was  not 
uncommon  to  see  him  put  on  a  look  of  incredulity,  and  repeatedly  ask  if  it 
were  really  a  gift. 

They  vied  with  each  other  for  a  long  time  in  pilfering  from  the  ship,  whilst 
among  themselves  honesty  seemed  to  prevail ;  but  as  we  came  to  know  them 
better,  and  were  able  to  detect  delinquents,  our  losses  became  fewer,  and  we 
learned  that  thefts  from  each  other  were  not  unfrequent,  so  that  we  arrived  at 
the  very  unsatisfactory  conclusion,  that  it  is  the  certainty  of  detection  that 
prevents  theft.  Many  articles,  such  as  spears  and  other  implements,  are  left 
exposed,  and  run  no  risk,  as  they  would  certainly  be  recognised  by  many  others 
besides  the  owner ;  but  when  food,  oil,  tobacco,  or  such  other  things  as  would 
be  difficult  to  identify,  are  concerned,  the  case  is  different.  In  the  long  passage 
leading  to  the  winter  hut,  many  articles  are  kept  which  could  be  easily  taken 
unknown  to  the  inmates ;  but  during  the  day  some  neighbour  w^ould  be  sure  to 
see  the  thief,  or,  if  the  deed  were  done  at  night,  his  foot-marks  on  the  snow 
would  tell  the  tale.  It  is  in  the  stormy,  dark  nights  the  Nu-wuk  burglar  goes 
his  rounds,  trusting  to  the  snow-drift  to  obliterate  his  foot-steps.  His  visits  are 
not  unprovided  against,  for  a  trap  is  laid  in  most  huts,  not  to  catch  the 
marauder,  but  to  alarm  and  drive  him  away.  This  is  eflPected  by  placing  a 
board  with  a  large  wooden  vessel  on  it,  in  such  a  position,  that  both  may  fall  on 
the  slightest  touch,  thereby  making  sufficient  noise  to  arouse  the  household, 
VIII.  6  B 
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Narrative  of  some  of  whom  get  up,  re-adjust  the  trap,  and  retire  again.  We  were  also 
'^Sur  eo^^^°"'  jiifo''^"^^-^  instaiiees  as  they  oceurred,  of  stealing  i'rom  eaeli  other  seals  left  on 
the  ice,  and  in  one  case  a  net  was  taken  up  and  carried  off  to  Cape  Smyth. 

It  is  almost  natural  to  expect  that  falsehood  should  frjllow  to  conceal  theft, 
and  we  found  it  here  accordingly.  To  invent  stories  dis})araging  to  others  waB 
a  practice  some  addicted  themselves  to  without  any  conceivable  motive,  and  the 
women  backbite  each  other  and  talk  scandal  very  freely.  Theii-  confidence  in 
our  honesty  soon  became  unbounded,  and  goods  brought  to  the  ship  and  not 
disposed  of,  were  frequently  left  behind  ;  yet  though  they  knew  our  engagements 
would  be  fulfilled,  when  a  bargain  v/as  made  they  appeared  uneasy  until  the 
payment  was  effected.  Selfish  gratification  at  the  present  moment  is  all  they 
seem  to  live  for,  and  no  promise  of  a  reward  however  great  would  induce  them 
to  deviate  from  their  usual  life  for  any  continued  period. 

If  they  do  not  possess  courage  of  a  daring  character,  they  have  given  us  no 
reason  to  look  upon  them  as  cowards.  When  the  crew  of  Mr.  Shedden's  vessel, 
the  "  Nancy  Dawson,"  landed  on  the  ice  to  shoot  birds,  the  handful  of  men 
whose  tents  were  in  the  neighbourhood  advanced,  bow  in  hand,  to  meet  them  and 
drive  them  back.  Some  of  these  men  have  since  explained,  that  fearing  the 
guns,  they  thought  it  better  to  oppose  the  landing  of  the  strangers  than  trust 
them  on  shore  before  knowing  them  to  be  friends  ;  adding,  that  "Mr.  Martin 
was  a  good  man,  who  said  they  were  friends,  and  made  the  ship's  people  put 
away  their  guns."  After  committing  a  robbery  at  our  storehouse,  they 
attempted  to  direct  attention  to  the  Cape  Smyth  people  as  the  thieves,  although 
the  track  left  by  dragging  some  sails  had  been  followed  to  near  Nu-wuk. 
When  this  was  pointed  out,  and  a  threat  made  to  send  an  armed  force  to  recover 
the  stolen  property,  they  turned  out  to  the  number  of  eighty  men,  with  bows  and 
spears,  and  advanced  within  musket  shot  of  the  ship,  rather  than  stand  a  siege  in 
their  own  dwellings.  We  have  learned  enough  from  them  to  believe  they  at 
first  looked  upon  us  as  a  contemptible  few  whom  they  could  easily  overcome,  and 
certainly  would  have  attempted  it  but  for  fear  of  the  fire-arms ;  but  since  then, 
they  have  gone  to  the  opposite  extreme,  and  invested  us  with  greater  powers 
than  we  really  possess.  On  trifling  occasions  some  of  them  have  shown  a  degree 
of  obstinacy  which  renders  it  probable,  that  if  once  engaged  in  a  fight  they 
would  not  readily  give  in,  at  least  if  there  was  anything  like  equality  of 
weapons ;  and,  under  any  circumstances,  they  might  be  expected  to  defend  their 
homes  to  the  last  extremity. 

Being  in  the  habit  of  making  frequent  journeys  of  four  or  five  days 
without  taking  more  than  two  days'  provisions,  they  appear  to  rely  on  the 
kindness  of  others  as  they  pass,  and  as  this  is  perhaps  never  denied,  hospitality 
to  strangers  may  be  esteemed  a  duty.  We  are  of  opinion,  however,  this  has  its 
limits.  A  man  of  good  name  would  have  no  difficulty  in  procuring  food  and 
shelter  while  travelling  through  any  part  of  his  country,  as,  where  he  ceased  to 
be  known  by  his  own  reputation,  he  would  be  accepted  as  a  guest  on  mentioning 
the  name  of  his  last  entertainer ;  and  we  have  never  entered  a  strange  hut 
without  inquiry  being  made  as  to  what  sort  of  food  we  used,  and  generally 
some  of  their  best  was  set  before  us,  or  an  apology  made  that  they  had  nothing 
to  offer  which  we  would  relish.  But  an  Esquimaux  never  undertakes  a  distant 
journey  unless  he  well  knows  the  people  he  is  going  among,  or  he  goes  in 
company  with  others  on  whom  he  can  depend  for  a  welcome.  In  a  society  so 
large  as  that  at  Point  Barrow,  it  is  impossible  that  different  families  shoidd  be 
at  all  times  totally  iudc>pendeut  of  each  other,  and  the  successful  hunter  of  to- 
day lends  to  his  neighbour,  who,  when  the  luck  turns,  repays  the  favour ;  but 
dealings  of  this  kind  are  practised  no  more  than  necessity  requires.  A  man 
returned  during  the  hunting  time  to  the  village,  and  his  own  hut  being  closed, 
he  lived  with  a  relative  for  four  or  five  days  ;  in  return  for  which,  when  the 
season  was  over,  that  relative  and  some  of  his  family  spent  a  whole  day  in  the 
other's  hut,  where  they  were  entertained  with  rein-deer  flesh,  which  was  then 
very  scarce. 

For  the  tender  solicitude  with  which  their  own  infancy  and  childhood  have 
been  tended,  in  the  treatment  of  their  aged  and  infirm  parents  they  make  a 
return  which  redounds  to  thei)-  ci-edit,  for  they  not  only  give  them  food  and 
clothing,  shiiring  with  them  every  convf'ort  they  possess,  but  on  their  longest 
and  most  (iillguing  journeys  make  provision  foi'  their  easy  coirveyance.  In  this 
way  we  witiiesHcd  among  tlic  people  of  fourteen  summer  tents  and  as  many  boats, 
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one  crippled  old  man,  a  blind  and  helpless  old  woman,  two  grown-up  women  Narrative  of 
with  sprained  ankles,  and  one  other  old  invalid,  besides  children  of  various  ages,  Mr.  John  Simpson, 
carried  by  their  respective  families,  who  had  done  the  same  for  the  two  first  Surgeon, 
during  many  successive  summers.  Here,  again,  the  tie  of  kindred  dictates  the 
duty,  and  we  fear  it  would  go  hard  with  the  childless.  When  a  man  dies,  his 
next  of  kin  supports  his  widow ;  or  if  unprovided  already,  he  may  make  her  his 
wife,  unless  he  allows  her  to  be  taken  by  a  stranger.  Orphan  children  are  pro- 
vided for  in  the  same  vvay,  and  adoption  is  so  frequent  among  them  that  it 
becomes  almost  impossible  to  trace  relationship  ;  this  is,  however,  of  no  impor- 
tance, as  the  adopted  takes  the  place  of  a  real  child,  and  performs  his  duties 
towards  his  benefactors  as  if  for  his  own  parents.  Grief  is  sometimes  made  the 
excuse  for  violence,  but  it  is  also  assuaged  in  a  nobler  manner  by  adopting  the 
children  of  the  deceased,  or  a  stranger's  orphan,  to  whom  the  name  of  the  lost  one 
is  given.  In  this  manner  0-mig-a-loon  the  principal  man  at  Point  Barrow,  the 
same  who  followed  and  annoyed  Captain  PuUen  at  Point  Berens,  adopted  an  In- 
dian infant  which  fell  into  his  hands  by  accident  while  grieving  for  his  father,  then 
recently  dead,  whose  name  the  youth  now  bears.  We  have  never  heard  of  the  sick 
or  aged  being  left  to  perish,  though  at  Icy  Cape  we  saw  a  woman  lying  dead  in  a 
hut,  who  had  been  subject  to  bad  treatment,  as  evidenced  by  the  bruises  on  her 
face.  Within  her  reach  were  placed  food  and  water,  which  we  were  willing  to 
look  upon  as  proofs  that  it  was  not  intended  she  should  die  of  starvation.  One 
instance  of  infanticide  came  within  our  knowledge  during  the  last  winter ;  but 
a  child,  they  say,  is  only  destroyed  when  afflicted  with  disease  of  a  fatal  tendency, 
or,  in  scarce  seasons,  when  one  or  both  parents  die.  In  the  case  alluded  to, 
both  these  conditions  were  present.  They  state  that  children  are  rarely  put  to 
death  at  Nu-wuk,  though  frequently  in  the  inland  regions  ;  as  if  by  pointing  out 
its  greater  frequency  there,  they  palliated  the  crime  among  themselves. 

Having  but  little  food  of  a  nature  adapted  to  supply  the  place  of  milk,  it  is 
no  unusual  thing  to  see  a  boy  of  four  or  five  j'^ears  old  take  the  breast ;  and  the 
indulgence  with  which  children  are  treated  is  attributable  in  some  degree  to  the 
difficulty  in  rearing  them.  We  have  seen  a  child  of  four  years  old  demand  a 
chew  of  tobacco  from  his  father,  and,  not  receiving  it  immediately,  strike  him  a 
severe  blow  on  the  face  with  a  piece  of  wood,  without  giving  offence.  It  is  not 
improbable  that  such  indulgence  should  have  a  permanent  effect  on  the  temper 
and  character  of  the  people.  The  children  fight  with  and  bully  each  other  in 
their  play,  but  among  grown-up  men  or  women  we  have  never  seen  anything 
approaching  a  quarrel ;  and,  as  a  general  rule,  they  are  particularly  careful  not 
to  say  anything  displeasing  in  each  other's  presence.  If  a  man  gets  angry  or 
out  of  temper,  the  others,  even  his  nearest  friends,  keep  out  of  his  way,  trusting 
to  his  recovery  in  a  short  time.  Wherever  we  have  met  them  at  a  distance 
from  the  ship  in  small  parties,  they  have  proved  tractable  and  willing  to  assist 
when  required ;  but  when  the  numbers  were  large  they  were  mischievous  bullies, 
threatening  to  use  their  knives  on  the  slightest  provocation,  and,  instead  of  giving 
assistance,  would  rather  throw  impediments  in  our  way.  We  hardly  think  them 
likely  to  commit  wanton  cruelty  or  to  shed  human  blood  without  a  strong  motive, 
yet  we  would  be  unwilling  to  trust  to  the  humanity  of  a  people  whose  cupidity 
is  easily  excited,  and  who  are  accustomed  to  no  restraint  save  their  own  free 
will.  When  murder  is  committed,  as  it  sometimes  is,  it  is  in  retaliation  for 
injury,  real  or  fancied ;  and  then  the  victim  is  stolen  upon  while  asleep  and  over- 
powered by  numbers,  or  he  receives  his  death  wound  unawares  from  some  one 
behind  him. 

In  point  of  intelligence,  some  exhibit  considerable  capacity,  and  in  general 
they  are  observant  and  shrewd.  As  a  people,  they  are  very  communicative, 
those  of  most  consideration  being  generally  most  silent ;  and  wisdom  is  com- 
monly imputed  to  those  who  talk  least.  They  possess  great  curiosity,  and  are 
chiefly  attracted  by  whatever  might  be  useful  to  themselves.  In  this  way  a  gun 
would  be  a  study  they  seemed  never  to  tire  of,  particularly  the  lock ;  and  the 
blacksmith  when  working  at  the  forge  was,  perhaps,  as  great  an  attraction  as 
there  was  on  board  the  ship.  They  soon  began  to  appreciate  prints  and  draw- 
ings, and  latterly  often  borrowed  books  of  plates  to  amuse  them  at  home,  always 
taking  great  care  of  them,  and  returning  them  in  good  order.  W^hen  shown  the 
construction  of  a  pair  of  bellows,  a  few  appeared  to  perceive  and  admire  the 
mechanism  at  once,  whilst  to  many  it  remained  quite  a  mystery  to  the  end. 
They  were  totally  unable  to  comprehend  how  the  sounds  were  produced  from  a 
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Narrative  of     flute,  and  it  waH  highly  amusing  to  see  one  of  the  most  intelligent  among  them, 
Mr.  Jolm  Simpson,  -y^j^Q  fancied  there  was  some  trick  practised,  examine  the  fingers  and  lips  of  tlie 
Surgeon.       niusician  to  find  out  the  deceit,    l^^very  article  that  fell  under  their  notice; 

became  the  subject  of  inquiry  as  to  what  were  its  uses,  the  material  it  was  made 
from,  how  it  Avas  manufactured,  and  if  it  pleased  them  mucli,  the  name  of  the 
maker.  At  first  they  exhibited  some  caution  in  receiving  information,  and  went 
slyly  from  one  to  another  asking  the  same  questions ;  but  latterly  tliey  ceased 
to  do  so.  A  perfect  stranger,  especially  if  young,  and  allowed  to  roam  at  large 
about  the  ship,  would  in  a  short  time  be  able  to  name  almost  every  one  on  board, 
but  in  a  Avay  hardly  recognisable.  One  boy  at  the  end  of  six  months  could 
count  on  his  fingers  as  far  as  ten,  mastering  the  letter /" in  four  and  five  tolerably, 
but  still  with  great  cfibrt ;  and  learned  a  few  other  words.  A  number  of  others 
tried  at  first  to  follow  his  example,  without  success ;  and  it  was  remarked  that 
"  pease  soup  "  was  the  only  English  word  generally  known  and  distinctly  pro- 
nounced. The  majority  have  a  strong  sense  of  the  ludicrous,  and  readily 
observe  personal  peculiarities,  which  they  will  afterwards  describe  with  great 
zest.  Some  of  them  are  tolerable  mimics,  and  their  efforts  are  sure  to  meet 
with  applause,  especially  when  the  subject  is  a  stranger ;  but  among  themselves 
they  are  very  discreet  in  the  exercise  of  this  faculty.  A  few  of  the  men 
showed  some  quickness  in  interpreting  the  drift  of  our  inquiries  respecting  their 
superstitions  and  usages  ;  but  for  the  insight  we  gained  of  these  we  were  usually 
indebted  to  the  women,  especially  the  younger  ones,  who,  besides  being  more 
communicative,  displayed  more  readiness  in  this  respect,  for  the  first  informa- 
tion, which,  being  afterwards  confirmed  by  the  older  men,  served  as  a  clue  to 
guide  further  inquiry. 

A  man  seems  to  have  unlimited  authority  in  his  own  hut,  but  as,  with  few 
exceptions,  his  rule  is  mild,  the  domestic  and  social  position  of  the  women  is  one 
of  comfort  and  enjoyment.  As  there  is  no  affected- dignity  or  importance  in 
the  men,  they  do  not  make  mere  slaves  and  drudges  of  the  women ;  on  the 
contrary,  they  endure  their  full  share  of  fatigue  and  hardship  in  the  coldest 
season  of  the  year,  only  calling  in  the  assistance  of  the  women  if  too  wearied 
themselves  to  bring  in  the  fruits  of  their  own  industry  and  patience ;  and  at 
other  seasons  the  women  appear  to  think  it  a  privation  not  to  share  the  labours 
of  the  men.  A  woman's  ordinary  occupations  are  sewing,  the  preparation  of 
skins  for  making  and  mending,  cooking,  and  the  general  care  of  the  supplies  of 
provisions.  Occasionally  in  the  winter  she  is  sent  out  on  the  ice  for  a  seal 
v/hicli  he)'  husband  has  taken,  to  which  she  is  guided  by  his  foot-marks  ;  and  in 
spring  and  summer  she  takes  her  place  in  the  boat,  if  required.  Seniority  gives 
precedence  when  there  are  several  women  in  one  hut,  and  the  sway  of  the  elder 
in  the  direction  of  everything  connected  with  her  duties  seems  never  disputed. 
In  the  superintendence  of  household  affairs  the  active  mother  of  the  master  of  a 
hut  or  of  his  wife  must  be  a  great  acquisition  to  his  family,  from  her  experience 
and  from  the  care  and  interest  she  displays  in  their  management ;  and,  as  her 
natural  desire  is  to  see  her  children  happy  around  her,  she  exerts  herself  to 
promote  their  well-being  and  harmony. 

It  is  said  by  themselves  that  the  women  are  very  continent  before  marriage,  as 
well  as  faithful  afterwards  to  their  husbands ;  and  this  seems  to  a  certain  extent 
true.  In  their  conduct  towards  strangers,  the  elder  women  frequently  exhibit 
a  shameless  want  of  modesty,  and  the  men  an  equally  shameless  indifference, 
except  for  the  reward  of  their  partner's  frailty.  In  the  neighbourhood  of 
Port  Clarence  this  is  less  the  case  than  farther  north,  whilst  on  the  Island  of 
St.  I^awrence  it  is,  perhaps,  more  so  than  on  any  part  of  the  coast. 

I'he  state  of  wedlock  is  entered  at  a  variable  time,  but  seldom  in  extreme 
youth,  unless  as  a  convenience  to  the  elders,  who  desire  an  addition  to  the  house- 
hold. 'I'lie  usual  case  is,  that  as  soon  as  the  young  man  desires  a  partner,  and  is 
able  to  sup2)()rt  one,  his  mother  selects  a  girl  according  to  her  judgment  or  fancy, 
and  invif:es  her  to  the  hut,  where  she  first  takes  the  part  of  a  "  kir-gak  "  or 
servant,  having  nil  the  cooking  and  other  kitchen  duties  to  ])crform  during  the 
day,  and  returns  to  her  own,  home  at  Jiight.  If  her  conduct  prove  satisfactory, 
she  is  further  iirvited  to  become  a  member  of  the  family,  and  this  being  agreed 
to,  the  old  ])eople  present  her  wii;h.  a  new  suit  of  clotlu^s.  The  intimacy  between 
the  young  couple  appears  to  spring  up  very  griulually,  and  a  great  many 
changes  take  place  before  a  permanent  choice  is  made.  Obedience  seems  to  be 
the  groat  virtue  j(  (|uii<'(l,  ;uid  is  cjiforced  by  blows  when  necessary,  until  the 
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man's  authority  is  established.  In  the  ordinary  course  of  events  Hfe  runs  Narrative  of 
smoothly  enough,  and  is  only  checkered  by  a  few  lover's  quarrels  or  fits  of  "^^^j^^^^^P^^"' 
sulkiness  ;  but  it  occasionally  happens  that  the  husband  finds  his  regard  un- 
requited,  and  he  either  trusts  to  time  to  overcome  her  indifference,  keeping  a 
strict  watch  over  her  conduct,  or  he  treats  her  with  severity.  The  consequence 
of  this  is,  her  return  to  her  friends,  whither  he  may  follow  and  drag  her  back  to 
his  hut.  Repeated  occurrences  of  this  kind  may  take  place  and  end  in  per- 
manent harmony ;  but  if  his  treatment  has  been  cruel,  which  it  seldom  is  to 
their  view,  and  her  relatives  not  interested  in  enforcing  the  union,  she  is  taken 
back  and  protected  from  his  further  violence.  We  have  been  assured  it  some- 
times happens  that  several  men  entertain  a  passion  for  the  same  woman,  the 
result  of  which  is  a  fight  with  bows  and  arrows,  ending  in  the  death  of  some 
of  the  aspirants,  and  she  falls  to  the  lot  of  the  victor.  A  man  of  mature 
3'^ears  chooses  a  wife  for  himself,  and  fetches  her  home,  frequently,  to  all 
appearance,  much  against  her  will ;  but  she  manages  in  a  wonderfully  short 
time  to  get  reconciled  to  her  lot.  A  union  once  apparently  settled  between 
parties  grown  up  is  rarely  dissolved,  though  we  have  seen  a  woman  and  her 
child  residing  with  her  relatives,  having  been  deserted  by  her  husband,  for 
what  reason  could  not  be  ascertained.  The  woman's  property,  consisting  of 
her  beads  and  other  ornaments,  her  needle-case,  knife,  &c.,  are  considered  her 
own  ;  and  if  a  separation  talces  place,  the  clothes  and  presents  are  returned,  and 
she  merely  takes  away  with  her  whatever  she  has  brought.  Unless  she  has  proved 
an  untameable  shrew  she  need  not  be  apprehensive  of  remaining  long  single,  as 
the  proportion  of  males  to  females  in  the  population  is  more  than  eight  to 
seven,  besides  which  several  of  the  leading  men  have  each  two  wives. 

Bigamy  is  evidentl}^  looked  upon  as  a  sign  of  wealth,  and  is  in  many  instances 
analogous  to  the  adoption  of  children.  Thus,  if  a  man  is  a  trader  and  well  off, 
he  may  require  the  assistance  of  another  woman  to  work  up  his  peltry  into 
coats  for  the  next  market ;  or  his  wife  may  be  nursing,  and  cannot  well  perform 
all  the  duties  that  usually  devolve  upon  the  mistress  of  a  large  establishment. 
Under  such  circumstances  he  may  take  home  as  an  additional  helpmate  some 
elderly  widow,  and  both  parties  will  be  benefited  by  the  arrangement.  This 
is,  however,  not  always  the  motive,  and  no  little  jealousy  is  sometimes  excited 
by  the  introduction  of  a  younger  and  better-looking  woman  to  the  establish- 
ment. The  practice  is,  after  all,  not  very  common,  as  only  four  men  out  of  a 
population  of  near  290  at  Point  Barrow  had  each  two  wives.  There  were  four 
also  at  Cape  Smyth,  where  the  population  is  smaller,  and  several  at  Point 
Hope.  At  the  latter  place  one  was  particularly  mentioned  as  having  no 
less  than  five  wives,  and  although  it  is  the  only  instance  of  polygamy  we  heard 
of,  it  serves  to  show  that  custom  has  put  no  limit  to  the  number  of  wives  a 
native  of  this  country  may  have. 

The  age  at  which  the  women  are  married  is  probably  in  general  fifteen  to 
sixteen.  They  do  not  commonly  bear  children  before  twenty ;  and  there  is 
usually  an  interval  of  four  years  or  more  between  the  births.  They  relate, 
apparently  with  little  hope  of  being  believed,  that  some  years  ago  a  woman  at 
Cape  Smyth  had  two  children  at  one  birth.  For  one  woman  to  have  borne 
seven  children  is  a  rare  case,  and  for  five  to  live  to  maturity  still  more  rare.  If 
any  one  in  the  ship  were  stated  to  be  the  ninth  or  tenth  child  of  one  family  it 
excited  their  astonishment,  and  if  to  this  it  were  added  that  seven  or  eight  of 
them  were  still  alive,  they  became  incredulous.  A  couple  is  seldom  met  with 
more  than  three  of  a  family,  though  inquiry  may  elicit  the  information  that  one 
or  several  "  sleep  on  the  earth."  From  this  and  the  great  care  and  indulgence 
with  which  those  of  tender  years  are  treated,  it  may  be  inferred  that  the  greatest 
mortality  takes  place  under  the  fifth  year,  but  it  does  not  appear  that  there  is 
any  particular  form  of  disease  to  which  they  are,  before  this  age,  peculiarly 
lial)le ;  the  candition  of  the  mother,  however,  according  as  the  season  is  one  of 
abundance  or  scarcity,  has  by  their  own  account  a  material  influence  on  the 
health  of  the  offspring.  During  first  pregnancy  great  solicitude  has  been 
observed  on  the  part  of  the  husband  for  his  wife,  although  there  is  no  reason 
to  believe  childbirth  anything  but  easy.  In  the  particular  instance  alluded  to, 
from  the  delicate  appearance  of  the  woman  it  was  fancied  that  every  precau- 
tion was  taken  to  guard  against  premature  labour,  three  cases  of  which  came 
under  notice  in  the  last  winter. 
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Previous  to  proceeding  further  with  the  usages  and  occupations  of  these 
people,  it  will  be  well  to  give  some  idea  of  their  habitations. 

Ground  ]*hiii  of  risrjiiiinaiix' ] Iiif,  id  Ilotliaru  Inlet. 
.7 


A  upright  pillars  supporting  roof. 
B  entrance  hole  in  the  floor. 
C  central  space  for  cooking-fire. 
I)  underground  passage. 
E  family  sleeping-places. 


F  stone  lamps. 

G  logs  to  rest  the  head  on  during  sleep, 
H  walls  of  thick  boards. 
I  earth  embankment. 


Interior  of  Esquimaux  Winter  Hut  at  Hotham  Inlet. 


A  ii|ir))'li(,  ]iill;irj;  Hii|)p(irtiiiK  roof, 
li  (•iitiMiKU!  )iol(;  in  lloor. 
i'  ri'iitiiil  K|iiiC(r  for  cookilig-firc. 
I)  iiri(l('r(.;i()Hti(l  p.'lHHUjJi'. 

10  HlfCjiiii"  Jilil'.'t'H. 


!  lo^s  lor  pillows. 
I  Willis  III'  plank. 

i'!irl:li  cinbaiikmont. 
\  liolc  ill  roof. 

UlVel  of  lh>'  Klirl'lilllKlMI,",  J'TdUud. 
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The  winter  huts  at  Pomt  Barrow  are  not  placed  with  any  regard  to  order  or  Narrative  of 
regularity,  but  form  a  scattered  and  confused  group  of  grassy  mounds,  each  of  '^^^^^  e^™^^°"' 
which  generally  covers  two  separate  dwellings,  with  separate  entrances ;  some,  how-  uigeon. 
ever,  are  single,  and  a  few  are  threefold.  Behind  each  are  placed  a  number  of 
tall  posts  of  driftwood,  with  others  fastened  across  them,  to  form  a  stage  on 
which  are  kept  small  boats  or  kaiaks,  skins,  food,  &c.,  above  the  heigiit  to 
which  the  snow  may  be  expected  to  bank  up  in  the  winter,  and  beyond  the 
reach  of  dogs.  These  posts  show  out  very  plainly  against  the  horizon  in  the 
winter,  when  everything  beneath  is  covered  with  snow,  and  in  all  seasons  may 
be  seen  at  a  considerable  distance,  long  before  the  huts  themselves  become 
visible.  The  entrance  to  each  hut  is  from  the  south  by  a  square  opening  at 
one  end  of  the  roof  of  a  passage  twenty-five  feet  long,  and  has  a  slab  of  ice  or 
other  substance  of  convenient  shape  to  close  it  at  pleasure.  The  passage,  which 
is  at  first  six  feet  high,  descends  gradually  until  about  five  feet  below  the  sur- 
face of  the  ground,  becoming  low  and  narrow  before  it  terminates  beneath  the 
floor  of  the  hut.  Near  its  middle  on  one  side  branches  off  a  recess,  ten  to 
twelve  feet  long,  with  a  conical  roof  open  at  the  top,  forming  an  apartment 
which  serves  as  a  cook-house,  and  on  the  other  is  commonly  enough  a  similar 
place,  used  as  a  store  or  clothes'  room.  The  "  iglu"  or  dwelling-place  is  entered 
by  a  round  aperture  in  the  floor  on  the  side  next  the  passage,  and  is  a  single 
chamber  of  a  square  form,  varying  in  size  from  twelve  to  fourteen  feet  from 
north  to  south,  by  eight  to  ten  from  east  to  west.  The  roof  has  a  double 
slope  of  unequal  extent,  that  on  the  south  side  being  the  larger,  with  a  square 
opening  or  window,  covered  with  a  transparent  membrane  stretched  into  a  dome- 
shape  by  two  pieces  of  whalebone  arched  from  corner  to  corner,  and  is  generally 
a  little  more  than  five  feet  high  under  the  ridge.  The  smaller  part  of  the  roof 
has  between  it  and  the  floor  a  bench,  on  which  a  part  of  the  family  sleep  at 
night,  and  sit  or  lounge  during  the  day.  The  walls  are  of  stout  planks,  placed  ■ 
perpendicularly,  close  at  the  seams  and  carefully  smoothed  on  the  inside ;  the 
floor  and  sleeping-bench  are  the  same,  whilst  overhead  are  small  rounded  beams, 
also  smoothed  and  scraped,  sustaining  the  weight  of  the  earth  heaped  on  top. 
As  the  bench  and  the  sleeping-place  beneath  do  not  in  many  instances  exceed 
four  feet  from  the  wall  to  the  cross  beam  at  the  edge,  which  serves  as  a  pillow, 
the  occupants  cannot  be  supposed  to  lie  at  full  length,  but  this  limited  extent 
of  the  bed-place  gives  greater  space  in  the  other  part  of  the  hut,  which  is  thus 
left  nearly  square,  and  is  generally  occupied  by  the  v/omen  sewing  or  perform- 
ing other  household  duties.  The  entrance  and  bed-place  are  at  opposite  ends, 
and  on  either  hand  is  an  oil-burner  or  fire-place,  having  a  slender  rack  of  wood 
suspended  over  it,  on  which  articles  of  clothing  are  placed  to  dry,  also  a  block 
of  snow  to  melt  and  drip  into  a  large  wooden  vessel.  Beneath  the  last  again 
are  other  vessels  for  different  purposes^  some  of  them  frequently  containing 
skins  to  undergo  preparation  for  being  dressed.  These  vessels  are  each  made 
of  a  thin  board  of  the  breadth  required,  bent  into  the  form  of  a  hoop,  and  the 
ends  sewed  together  neatly  with  strips  of  whalebone,  the  bottom  being  retained 
in  its  place  by  a  score  like  the  end  of  an  ordinary  cask.  The  oil-burner  is  the 
most  curious,  if  not  the  most  important  piece  of  furniture  in  the  establishment. 
It  is  purchased  ready  made  from  the  eastern  Esquimaux,  who  procure  it  from  a 
more  distant  people.  It  is  a  flat  stone  of  a  peculiar  shape,  three  to  four  and  a 
half  feet  long,  and  four  inches  thick,  pointed  at  the  ends  by  the  union  of  the 
two  unequally  convex  sides,  somewhat  like  the  gibbous  moon.  The  upper  surface 
is  hollowed  to  the  depth  of  three-quarters  of  an  inch  to  contain  the  oil,  leaving 
merely  a  thin  lip  all  round,  and  several  narrow  ridges  dividing  the  hollow  part 
both  lengthwise  and  transversely.  It  is  placed  on  two  horizontal  pieces  of  wood 
fixed  in  the  side  of  the  hut,  about  a  foot  from  the  floor,  with  the  most  convex 
side  towards  the  wall,  the  other  being  that  where  a  broad  flame  of  any  extent 
required  is  sustained  from  whale  or  seal  oil  by  means  of  dry  moss  for  wicks. 
When  the  length  of  one  side  of  a  lamp  of  this  description  is  considered,  it  will 
readily  be  conceived  that  not  only  a  good  light  but  also  a  great  deal  of  heat 
may  be  produced,  so  that  the  temperature  of  a  hut  is  seldom  below  70°  of 
Fahrenheit,  though  we  have  hardly  ever  seen  a  flame  of  more  than  a  foot  in 
extent ;  and,  as  great  care  is  taken  to  keep  it  trimmed,  no  ofl^ensive  degree  of 
smoke  arises,  though  the  olfactories  are  saluted  on  first  entering  by  a  combina- 
tion of  scents  anything  but  agreeable.  Ventilation  is  not  altogether  neglected, 
as  there  is  near  the  middle  of  the  roof  a  hole  in  which  a  funnel  of  stiff"  hide  is 
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Narrative  of     inserted,  to  carry  oft"  the  vitiated  air  from  the  interior  ol'  the  liut,    Wjjen  the 
Mr.  John  Simpson,  pj^^^e  is  much  crowded  or  the  temperature  too  higli,  a  corner  of  the  rnerrd)rane 
Surgeon.  raised,  but  we  have  seen  it  more  speedily  effected  Ijy  the  master  of  a 

house  at  Nu-wuk,  in  this  impatience  to  contribute  to  our  comfoi-t,  by  making  an 
incision  with  his  knife  through  the  niiddle  of  it — a  proceeding  which  did  not 
seem  to  be  entirely  approved  of  by  his  wife,  to  whose  lot  it  would  doubtless 
fall  to  repair  it. 

Such  are  the  usual  habitations  on  the  coast  of  the  Arctic  Sea,  but  there  arc 
also  others  of  a  greater  extent  and  different  form,  one  of  which,  near  the  entrance 
of  Hotham  Inlet,  Kotzebue  Sound,  is  worth  mentioning,  more  particularly  as  it 
bears  some  resemblance  to  one  described  by  Sir  John  Richardson,  on  the  east 
side  of  the  Mackenzie  River.  The  outside  did  not  differ  in  appearance  from  the 
others,  except  in  size,  as  indeed  they  were  all  pretty  well  covered  with  snow, 
but  the  interior  was  in  shape  something  like  three  sides  of  a  cross,  twenty  feet 
by  sixteen,  with  a  roof  sloping  down  on  all  sides  like  that  of  a  verandah, 
from  a  square  framework  in  the  centre,  supported  by  four  straight  pillars,  one 
at  each  corner,  seven  feet  high  and  eight  feet  apart.  The  quadrangular  space 
in  the  centre  was  covered  with  loose  boards,  which  were  removed  when  the  fire 
was  required  for  cooking,  was  bounded  by  logs  stretching  between  the  bases  of 
the  pillars  and  rounded  on  the  upper  surface  to  rest  the  head  upon  during  sleep, 
and  had  above  it  the  usual  square  aperture  answering  alternately  the  purpose 
of  a  chimney  and  a  window.  Three  sides  of  the  house  formed  as  many  recesses, 
five  and  a  half  feet  from  the  logs  stretching  between  the  pillars  to  the  walls, 
and  were  occupied  at  the  time  of  our  visit  by  six  families,  each  family  having 
their  own  lamp  in  the  intervals  between  the  recesses.  The  fourth  side  was  only 
two  feet  deep,  and  left  space  for  little  more  than  the  entrance  hole  in  the  floor 
and  a  few  household  utensils.  The  walls  were  only  three  feet  high  and  inclined 
slightly  inwards  the  better  to  support  the  sloping  roof,  which,  like  them  and 
the  flooring  of  the  recesses,  was  made  of  boards  nearly  two  feet  broad,  quite 
smooth  and  neatly  joined.  The  whole  building  was  remarkable  for  the  regu- 
larity of  the  form  of  the  interior,  and  for  the  mechanical  skill  displayed  in  the 
workmanship.  Huts  of  this  description  may  be  looked  upon  as  a  combination 
of  several,  each  recess  representing  a  separate  establishment ;  united  in  this  form 
for  mutual  convenience,  and  are  used  where  driftwood  is  abundant,  the  large 
cooking- fire  in  the  middle  of  the  building  imparting  its  warmth  to  all  around. 
But  the  rushing  down  of  cold  air,  and  the  smoke  not  always  ascending,  proved 
sources  of  greater  discomfort  to  us  whenever  we  visited  them  than  the  close 
atmosphere  of  those  in  which  oil  only  is  burned. 

A  modification  of  the  last  form,  built  of  undressed  timber,  and  sometimes  of 
very  small  dimensions,  with  two  recesses  opposite  each  other,  and  raised  about 
a  foot  above  the  middle  space,  is  very  common  on  the  shores  of  Kotzebue 
Sound,  but  on  the  rivers,  where  trees  grow,  structures  of  a  less  permanent  kind 
are  erected.  Then  the  smaller  trees  are  felled,  cut  to  the  length  required,  and 
split ;  then  laid  inclining  inwards  in  a  pyramidal  form,  towards  a  rude  square 
frame  in  the  centre,  supported  by  two  or  more  upright  posts.  Upon  these  the 
smaller  branches  of  the  felled  trees  are  placed,  and  the  whole,  except  the 
aperture  at  the  top  and  a  small  opening  on  one  side,  is  covered  with  earth  or 
only  snow.  The  entrance  is  formed  of  a  low  porch,  having  a  black  bear-skin 
hanging  in  front,  leading  to  a  hole  close  to  the  ground,  through  which  an  un- 
practised person  can  hardly  creep,  further  protected  from  the  breeze  by  a  flap 
of  deer-skin  on  the  inside.  In  the  hilly  districts,  near  the  source  of  the  Spafa- 
reif  River,  this  sort  of  snow-covered  hut  was  in  use,  and  the  inland  tribes  on  the 
Nu-na-tak,  are  described  as  living  in  dwellings  of  a  similar  kind,  constructed  of 
small  wood,  probably  built  afresh  every  year,  and  not  always  in  the  same 
locality.  A  stranger  approaching  a  village  of  this  description,  if  the  numerous 
fo(jtmarks  happened  to  l)e  obliterated  by  a  recent  drill  or  fall  of  snow,  might 
readily  pass  l)y  unconscious  of  its  existence,  unless  he  happened  to  catch  a 
gHm[)S(!  of  the  black  bear-skin  doors,  which  are  all  turned  in  the  one  direction. 

Snow  or  ice  huts  are  seldom  used  except  ibr  short  intervals,  and  they  are 
then  made  very  small,  consisting  of  two  chambers,  the  outer  one  of  which 
serves  as  a  cook-house,  and  is  entered  from  above  by  an  opening  closed  at 
])leasin'e  by  a  slab  of  snow.  'J'Ik;  conununication  between  this  and  the  inner 
one  is  by  a  passage  close  1,o  the  flooi-,  no  laiger  than  necessary  for  one  person 
to  creep  through.    The  roof  of  the  inner  apartment  is  about  five  feet  high,  with 
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a  window  facing  the  south,  having  beneath  it  a  small  lamp  and  rack  for  drying     Narrative  of 
clothes ;  and  on  one  side  the  snow  is  raised  two  feet  from  the  ground,  and       '^^'^^  Simpson, 
covered  with  boards,  on  which  the  skins  are  laid  to  form  the  bed.  burgeon. 

In  fixed  settlements,  like  those  of  Point  Barrow  or  Cape  Smyth,  there  are 
other  buildings  which  seem  public,  though  nominally  the  property  of  some  of 
the  more  wealthy  men.  In  the  former  of  these  places  there  are  two  still 
in  existence,  and  in  the  latter,  three.  The  largest  is  at  Nu'-wuk,  and  is 
eighteen  feet  by  fourteen,  built  of  planks  stuck  upright  in  the  ground,  and  the 
crevices  filled  up  with  moss.  The  roof  is  similar  to  that  of  the  other  huts,  only 
higher,  and  there  is  no  sleeping  bench  within,  but  a  low  seat  all  round  the  four 
walls.  It  has  the  usual  subterranean  passage  for  entrance,  but  the  window  in 
the  roof  is  often  used  as  a  door.  Unlike  the  other  huts,  they  are  placed  on  the 
highest  ground,  and  are  readily  distinguished  by  not  being  built  around,  or 
covered  with  earth.  They  are  altogether  constructed  with  little  care,  and 
evidently  for  only  occasional  use.  A  house  of  this  description  is  called  a 
Kar  '-ri-gi,  and  used  by  the  men  to  assemble  in  for  the  purpose  of  dancing,  in 
which  the  women  join,  for  working,  conversing  and  idhng,  whilst  the  boys  are 
unconsciously  learning  the  customs  and  imbibing  the  sentiments  of  their  elders. 

In  summer  they  live  in  conical  shaped  tents  of  deer  or  seal- skins,  according  as 
they  are  inland  or  coast  people.  Four  or  five  poles,  from  twelve  to  thirteen 
feet  long,  slung  together  by  a  stout  thong  passing  through  holes  in  their  tops, 
are  spread  out  to  the  proper  size,  and  within  them,  at  a  mark  on  each,  about 
six  feet  from  the  ground,  a  large  hoop  is  fastened.  Smaller  poles  are  then 
placed  between  the  others  in  a  circle  on  the  ground,  and  leaning  against  the 
hoop  to  complete  the  frame  of  the  tent.  The  skins  are  in  two  parts,  each  having 
a  long  corner  sewed  into  a  sort  of  pocket  to  fit  the  top  of  the  long  poles,  over 
which  one  is  placed  above  the  other  from  opposite  sides,  so  as  to  surround  the 
whole  framework,  and  allow  the  edges  of  one  set  of  skins  to  overlap  those  of 
the  other,  and  be  secured  by  a  few  thongs.  A  large  flap  is  sometimes  cut  in 
one  side  to  form  a  window,  fitted  with  a  transparent  membrane,  over  which  the 
flap  of  skin  may  be  replaced  as  a  blind  during  sleeping  time.  A  tent  of  this 
kind  is  called  a  *'  tu'-pak,"  and  makes  a  very  comfortable  summer  abode,  one  side 
of  which  can  be  kept  open  to  any  extent,  according  to  the  weather ;  it  is  easily 
transported,  and  may  be  set  up  or  taken  down  in  an  incredibly  short  time. 

Commencing  with  the  first  new  moon  after  the  freezing  over  of  Elson  Bay, 
which  took  place  on  the  24th  of  September,  1852,  and  on  the  l6th  of  Septem- 
ber, 1853,  the  Point  Barrow  people  divide  the  year  into  four  seasons,  which 
they  call  O'-ki-ak,  including  October,  November,  and  December;  O'-ki-ok, 
January,  February,  and  March ;  O-pen-rak'-sak,  April,  May,  and  part  of  June ; 
and  0-pen-rak',  the  remaining  part  of  June,  together  with  July,  August,  and 
September.  The  successive  moons,  to  the  number  of  twelve,  are  also  named 
by  them,  evidently  in  reference  to  their  own  occupations,  to  the  phenomena 
observable  in  the  season  itself,  or  in  animals,  such  as  their  migrations,  &c., 
though  we  have  been  able  to  make  out  the  precise  meaning  of  only  a  few  of 
them.  These  vary  a  little  in  different  localities,  but  the  setting  in  of  the  winter 
being  taken  as  the  beginning  of  the  year  in  all  parts  of  the  country,  and  the 
summer  moons  being  but  little  noticed,  no  confusion  seems  to  result.  Taking 
them  as  they  occurred  in  the  last  season,  1853-4,  each  tad'-kak  or  moon  was 
given  us  as  follows  : — 

I.  1853,  Oct.   2,  Shud'-le-wing,  sewing. 
II.      „     Nov.  1,  Shud-le-wing  ai-pa,  se^^ing. 

III.  ,,     Nov. 30,  Kai-wig'-win,  rejoicing. 

IV.  „     Dec.  30,  Au-lak'-to-win,  departing  (to  hunt  the  reindeer), 
y.  1854,  Jan.  28,  Ir'-ra  shu'-ga-run  sha-ke-nat'-si-a,  great  cold  (and) 

new  sun. 

VI.     „    Feb.  27,  E-sek-si-la'  wing. 
VII.     ,,     Mar.  28,  Kat-tet-a'-wak,    returning    for    whale,  (from 

hunting  ground). 
VIII.      „     April  27,  Ka-wait-piv'-i-en,  birds  arrive. 
iX.      ,,     May  26,  Ka-wai-a-niv'-i^en,  birds  hatched. 
X.     ,,     June  25,  Ka-wai'-lan  pa-yan-ra'-wi-en  (young)  birds  fledged. 
XI.      ,,     July  25,  A-mi-rak'-si-win. 
XII.     „    Aug.  23,  It-ko-wak'-to-win. 
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Narrative  of        As  the  new  moon  of  September  falls  on  the  21st  of  the  month,  it  will  require 
Mr.  John  Simpson,      early  setting-in  of  the  winter  to  make  that  the  first  moon  of  the  next  year. 
Surgeon.  j^^^  denoting  time  they  also  have  expressions  equivalent  to  yesterday,  to-day, 

to-morrow,  morning,  afternoon,  evening,  &e.,  but  these  are  not  by  any  means 
precise ;  and  in  speaking  of  events  a  year  or  m.ore  past,  they  use  two  terms, 
ai-pa'-ne,  which  seems  properly  to  mean  two  years  ago,  (ai'-pa,  two,)  but  may  be 
as  readily  applied  to  twenty ;  and  al-ra'-ne,  in  the  olden  time,  which  is  exceedingly 
indefinite.  They  have  frequently  declared  that  they  keep  no  account  of  the 
years  as  they  roll,  and  "  never  number  them,  as  they  do  not  write  like  us,"  so 
that  it  is  next  to  impossible  to  get  anything  like  exact  dates  from  them.  In 
describing  the  direction  of  any  distant  place  they  are  equally  vague,  using  the 
term  a-wa'-ne,  westward,  or  along  the  coast  toward  Icy  Cape  or  Point  Hope ; 
ka-wa'-ne,  eastward,  or  towards  the  Colville  or  Makenzie  rivers  ;  pa-ne,  south, 
or  landward  ;  and  u-na'-ne,  north  or  seaward. 

The  seasons,  as  mentioned  above,  seem  to  guide  them  almost  instinctively  in 
their  different  occupations,  and  it  will  not  perhaps  be  amiss  to  enumerate  the 
principal  ones  which  employ  their  time  throughout  the  year. 

In  the  month  of  September  they  have  almost  all  assembled  at  the  winter  huts, 
amongst  which  they  pitch  their  seal-skin  tents,  living  in  them  in  preference  to 
the  yet  damp  underground  ig-lu's,  and  are  constantly  on  the  look-out  for 
whales,  killing  also  a  few  walrus,  bears  and  seals,  until  the  winter  has  fairly 
set  in  and  the  sea  become  shut  up  with  ice,  which  generally  takes  place  about 
the  middle  of  October.    During  this  time  most  of  the  women  remain  in  com- 
parative idleness  at  home,  "as  it  is  not  good  for  them  to  sew  while  the  men 
are  out  in  the  boats ;"  but  so  soon  as  these  are  laid  up  for  the  winter,  the  sewing, 
together  with  cleaning  the  skins,  commences,  and  is  most  industriously  carried 
on  for  two  months  following.    The  men  are  now  also  engaged  in  setting  nets 
under  the  ice  for  seals,  in  catching  small  fish  with  hook  and  line,  through  holes 
in  the  ice,  or  in  preparing  implements  used  at  other  seasons.    As  mid-winter 
approaches,  the  new  dresses  are  completed,  and  about  ten  days  at  this  season  are 
spent  in  enjoyments,  chiefly  dancing  in  the  kar-ri-gi,  every  one  appearing  in 
his  or  her  best  attire.    This  time  of  the  year  being  one  in  which  hunting  or 
fishing  cannot  well  be  attended  to,  and  no  indoor  work  remaining  to  be  performed, 
is  perhaps  sufficient  reason  why  it  should  be  chosen  for  festivities  in  the  high 
latitude  of  Point  Barrow,  when  the  sun  is  not  visible  for  about  seventy  days ; 
but  it  may  not  equally  explain  the  prevalence  of  the  same  custom  about  the 
same  period  in  Kotzebue  Sound,  lat.  66,  when  the  rein-deer  might  be  succes- 
fully  pursued  throughout  the  winter,  the  people  then  collecting  from  many  miles, 
around,  to  hold  a  festival  in  the  neighbourhood  of  Cape  Kruzenstern.  The 
amusements  being  concluded,  a  few  set  out  early  in  January,  but  it  is  later 
when  the  larger  parties  take  their  departure  for  the  land  in  search  of  deer, 
scattering  themselves  over  the  fiat  ground  at  a  variable  distance  of  three  to  eight 
or  ten  days'  journey  from  the  village,  and  hollowing  out  dwellings  in  the  deep 
snow-drift  under  the  banks  of  the  rivers,  through  the  ice  of  which  they  make 
holes  for  catching  fish  by  nets  and  for  obtaining  a  supply  of  water.  This 
occupies  the  majority  of  the  people  until  April,  the  few  who  remain  at  home 
receiving  supplies  from  time  to  time,  besides  spearing  a  few  seals  by  watching 
for  them  as  they  come  to  breathe  through  the  cracks  in  the  ice  ;  or,  if  it  is  not 
in  a  favourable  state  for  this  near  the  shore,  they  make  snow  houses  to  live  in 
among  the  grounded  masses  in  the  offing.    Having  brought  home  the  spoils  of 
the  chase,  in  the  end  of  April,  they  commence  preparing  their  boats  for  launch- 
ing and  the  implements  used  in  capturing  the  whale,  which  gives  employment 
for  the  men.    The  women  are  now  also  busily  engaged  in  making  water-tight 
seal-skin  boots  and  other  articles  of  dress  appropriate  for  summer  wear. 
Towards  the  end  of  May,  birds,  chiefly  cider,  and  king  ducks,  engage  much 
attention  from  the  whole  population  as  they  pass  over  the  village  northward, 
in  rapidly  succeeding  flights  of  one  to  two  hundred  birds,  alternately  male  and 
fcMiafc.    The  whales  having  disappeared  and  the  birds  passed,  a  short  interval 
is  allowed  to  j)reparc  dresses  for  another  festival,  which  takes  place  in  the  end  of 
June,  and  occupies  six  or  eight  days,  when  the  dancing  is  performed  in  the 
open  air.    Karly  in  July  more  than  onc-tlilrd  of  the  community  take  their 
(lc])arturc  in  a  body  to  the  eastward,  to  make  the  long  journey  to  the  Colville 
River  and  to  Barter  Point,  many  of  the  others  following  in  small  parties  to 
scatter  tlieniselvcM  over  the  land  m  search  of  deer,  and  over  the  lakes  and  rivers 
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for  birds  and  fish.    About  one-fourth  of  the  population  remains  at  the  village,     Narrative  of 
catching  abundance  of  small  seals,  but  chiefly  looking  out  for  those  of  a  larger  Mr.  John  Simpson, 
size,  and  walrus,  until  the  whales  re-appear  in  the  end  of  August,  soon  after  which,  Surgeon, 
most  of  the  travellers  return  from  their  wanderings  to  commence  another  year. 
At  midsummer,  when  the  sun  has  been  some  time  above  the  horizon,  the  snow 
becomes  soft  and  the  rivers  begin  to  flow,  so  that  travelling  or  the  pursuit  of 
game  is  too  fatiguing  to  be  successfully  carried  on ;  this  season,  therefore,  like 
midwinter,  becomes  necessarily  one  of  comparative  idleness,  or  is  only  spent  in 
amusements. 

Such  is  a  brief  sketch  of  the  ordinary  annual  routine  of  the  occupations  of 
the  Esquimaux  of  Point  Barrow,  but  it  is  to  be  remarked  that  unusual  success 
or  the  reverse  in  hunting  or  fishing,  more  especially  as  regards  the  whale,  must 
always  modify  it  in  a  great  degree.  Thus,  in  1852,  no  less  than  seventeen 
whales  were  said  to  have  been  taken,  sufiicient  to  afford  the  poorest  and  most 
improvident  abundance  of  food  and  fuel  for  the  winter,  and  in  the  succeeding 
spring,  out  of  their  superabundance  of  deer,  a  very  considerable  number  was 
brought  to  the  ship  for  barter;  whilst  in  1853  only  seven  whales,  and  those 
mostly  small  ones,  were  killed,  giving  rise  to  such  want  of  the  necessaries  of  life 
in  the  last  winter  that  many  families  were  obliged  to  use  the  decayed  flesh  and 
blubber  of  a  dead  whale  which  had  been  stranded  on  Cooper's  Island,  about 
twenty-five  miles  distant,  more  than  two  years  before,  and  had  remained  up  to 
this  time  neglected.  But  even  this  resource  failed  them,  and  many,  as  has  been 
before  mentioned,  perished  of  famine.  In  the  former  year,  at  midwinter 
feasting  and  dancing  were  constant  for  nearly  a  fortnight,  and  during  October, 
November  and  December,  the  number  of  seals  offered  for  sale  at  the  "  Plover" 
was  very  great ;  but  in  the  latter  they  had  none  of  these  amusements,  at  least 
in  public,  as  they  had  not  oil  enough  to  spare  for  warming  and  lighting  up  the 
dance  huts,  and  up  to  July  only  a  few  scraps  of  seal  were  brought  to  the  ship. 
The  want  of  oil  also  prevented  some  of  the  most  wealthy  men  from  going  to 
hunt  the  deer  in  the  winter,  and  consequently  none  but  a  few  pounds  of  venison 
were  brought  to  the  ship  for  barter,  the  supply  being  hardly  adequate  to  their 
own  wants. 

From  some  of  the  more  intelligent  men,  it  appears  that  they  consider  the  last 
season  one  of  uncommon  privation,  and  that  of  1852-3  was  one  of  unusual 
abundance.  Tracing  back  the  years  on  the  fingers,  with  some  patience,  it  could 
be  made  out  that  in  1851-2  whales  abounded,  in  1850-1  the  narwhal  supplied 
the  place  of  whale,  giving  them  plenty  of  food  and  skins  for  covering  their 
boats.  1848-9  was  one  of  scarcity,  as  was  also  1843-4.  This,  so  far  as  it  may 
be  depended  on,  makes  three  successive  fifth  years  to  be  seasons  of  unusual 
hardship.  In  1837,  Mr.  T.  Simpson  remarked  the  number  of  fresh  graves  on 
Point  Barrow,  but  no  satisfactory  account  of  the  season  preceding  that  could 
be  obtained,  and  it  was  too  remote  to  be  recalled  with  anything  approaching 
certainty  by  even  those  who  remembered  that  gentleman's  visit. 

The  summer  journeys  to  the  eastward  are,  in  regard  to  the  expedition  of 
more  interest  than  any  other  part  of  their  proceedings,  as  during  them  they 
have  already  had  intercourse  with  the  "  Enterprize  '  and  "  Investigator,"  of 
which  they  have  informed  us,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  map ;  and  it  is  in  their 
future  journeys  in  the  same  direction  we  may  hope  for  their  being  able  to 
obtain  further  intelligence  of  those  ships  or  their  crews. 

Having  cleared  out  most  of  the  furniture  from  the  ig'-lu,  and  filled  up  the 
window  with  pieces  of  timber  and  other  lumber  placed  on  their  ends,  so  as  also 
to  obstruct  the  entrance  hole  in  the  floor,  the  um'-i-ak  or  large  boat  is  put  upon 
a  sledge,  u'-ni-ek,  when  it  is  secured  by  a  few  cords  or  thongs,  and  in  it  are 
stowed  the  summer  tent  with  all  its  furniture,  the  baggage  of  the  whole  family, 
the  children  and  old  people,  together  with  the  kai-ak's  or  canoes,  and  all  their 
fittings  belonging  to  the  men  and  boys  of  the  party,  making  a  very  considerable 
weight  to  drag.  On  a  low  sledge,  ka-md-tik,  of  a  stouter  structure,  are  generally 
carried  their  seal  skins,  filled  with  oil  for  barter.  The  party  consists  on  the 
average  of  six  persons,  four  of  whom  are  generally  all  who  can  drag,  and  are 
distributed,  three  to  the  large  sledge  and  one  to  the  ka-md-tik.  If  they  possess 
dogs,  these  are  distributed  also  to  assist  where  most  required,  and  there  appears 
to  be  as  much  care  taken  as  possible  to  adapt  the  load  to  the  strength  of  each 
individual.  The  ice  at  this  season  is  much  decayed  and  uneven  from  the  form- 
ation of  pools  on  its  surface,  and  the  labour  of  dragging  a  heavy  load  on  a 
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Narrative  of  sledge  is  very  great ;  but,  fortunately  for  them,  it  seldom  lasts  more  tlian  four 
Mr.  John  Simpson,  f^y^  days,  during  whieh  they  appear  to  travel  at  the  rate  of  ten  miles  a  day. 
Surgeon.  I^^ourteen  parties,  with  as  many  boats  (tlie  aggregate  number  of  souls  being 
seventy-four),  passed  the  ship  in  this  way  on  tfie  .'id  of  July  last,  which  is  four 
days  earlier  than  in  the  preceding  summer.  On  the  fourth  day  they  arrive  at 
Dease  Inlet,  which,  from  the  rivers  flowing  into  it,  is  then  a  sheet  of  water,  and 
the  mode  of  transport  is  reversed,  the  sledge  being  now  carried  in  the  u-mi-ak, 
and  the  small  boats  towed.  In  favourable  seasons  the  journey  may  be  con- 
tinued by  paddling  or  tracking  the  boat  along  the  shore,  between  which  and  the 
ice  there  is  generally  a  narrow  lane  of  water,  until  they  arrive  at  Smith's  Bay. 
Here  the  laborious  part  of  their  journey  is  sure  to  end ;  the  sledges  are  left 
behind,  and  to  make  room  in  the  large  boat  for  the  oil  skins,  the  men  get  into 
their  kai-aks.  They  enter  a  river  which  conducts  them  to  a  lake,  or  rather 
series  of  lakes,  and  descend  another  stream  which  joins  the  sea  in  Harrison's 
Bay,  within  a  day's  journey  and  a  half  of  the  Colville.  Whilst  passing  these 
streams  and  lakes  they  are  enabled  to  supply  themselves  abundantly  with  fish  of 
large  size  by  nets  ;  a  few  birds  are  also  taken,  and  occasionally  a  deer.  About 
the  eleventh  day  they  encamp  on  a  small  island,  within  half  a  day's  journey  of 
the  bartering  place,  and  the  different  parties  probably  wait  for  each  other  there 
to  enter  the  river  in  company. 

The  Colville  River  is  described  as  having  four  mouths,  the  western  of  which 
is  very  shallow,  but  the  second  is  a  good  deep  channel,  and  is  therefore  fol- 
lowed until  they  get  into  the  undivided  stream,  on  the  left  or  west  bank  of 
which  they  see  the  tents  of  their  friends,  the  Nu-na-tang'-meun.  Six,  eight,  or 
ten  days,  for  precise  numbers  could  not  be  obtained,  are  spent  in  bartering, 
dancing  and  revelry,  on  a  flat  piece  of  ground,  on  which  the  tents  of  the  two 
parties  are  ranged  opposite  each  other  between  two  slight  eminences,  about  a 
bow-shot  apart.  The  scene  is  looked  forward  to  by  every  one  with  pleasant 
anticipations,  and  is  spoken  of  as  one  of  such  great  excitement  that  they  hardly 
sleep  during  the  time  it  lasts. 

About  the  26th  of  July  this  friendly  meeting  is  dissolved,  the  Nu-na-tang'- 
meun  ascending  the  Colville  homewards,  and  the  others  descending  its  eastern 
mouth  to  pursue  their  journey  to  O-lik'-to,  Point  Berens.  In  consequence  of 
their  occupying  a  great  deal  of  time  in  hunting  to  provide  supplies  for  the 
remainder  of  the  journey,  they  spend  four  or  five  days  in  this  short  distance, 
which  does  not  exceed  twenty  miles.  Proceeding  from  Point  Berens  they 
travel  four  sleeps,  as  marked  in  red  ink  on  the  chart,  to  a  place  called  Ting-o- 
wai'-ak  (Boulder  Island  of  Franklin),  where  the  tents  are  pitched  and  the 
women  and  children  left.  Three  boats  are  then  selected,  and  additional  benches 
placed  in  each  for  the  accommodation  of  its  crew,  now  increased  to  fifteen 
including  one  or  two  women.  The  fifth  sleep  is  within  a  short  distance  of 
Barter  Point,  from  which  they  start  prepared  for  a  hostile  or  a  friendly  meeting 
as  the  case  may  be,  but  it  is  uniformly  the  latter,  at  least  of  late  years.  The 
conduct  of  the  Point  Barrow  people  in  their  intercourse  with  those  of  the 
Mackenzie,  or  rather  Demarcation  Point,  seems  to  be  very  wary,  as  if  they 
constantly  kept  in  mind  that  they  were  the  weaker  party,  and  in  the  country  of 
strangers.  They  describe  themselves  as  taking  up  a  position  opposite  the  place 
of  barter  on  a  small  island  to  which  they  can  retreat  on  any  alarm,  and  cau- 
tiously advance  from  it  making  signs  of  friendship.  They  say  that  great 
distrust  was  formerly  manifested  on  both  sides  by  the  way  in  which  goods  were 
snatched  and  concealed  when  a  bargain  was  made ;  but  in  later  years  more 
women  go,  and  they  have  dancing  and  amusements,  though  they  never  remain 
long  enough  to  sleep  there.  They  state  that  on  leaving  Barter  Point  the  wind 
is  always  easterly,  and  making  sail  on  their  boats,  they  can  go  to  sleep.  On 
the  first  day  they  pick  up  the  women  and  children  with  their  tents,  and  return 
to  Point  Berens  on  the  second.  They  now  cross  Harrison's  Bay  in  a  direct 
line  before  the  breeze  to  Cape  Halkctt  about  the  lOth  of  August,  some  taking 
the  route  through  the  rivers  by  which  they  had  gone  eastward  and  others  pro- 
ceeding along  the  sea  coast.  Should  the  previous  whaling  season  have  been 
successful,  they  sp(Mid  the  t'nne  until  September  in  fishing  and  catching  deer; 
but  should  the  opj)()sitc  have  been  the  case,  they  make  no  delay  beyond  what 
is  necessary  for  procur-ing  supples  to  bring  them  back  to  Nu-wuk,  in  order  to 
innkc  up  in  the  uutunni  Cor  the  deficiency  of  the  sunnner. 

The  tralllc,  which  is  the  main  object  of  this  yearly  journey,  has  been  already 
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alluded  to,  but  some  more  details  of  it  may  not  prove  uninteresting.  At  the  I'^anative  of 
Colville,  the  Nu-na-tang -meun  offer  the  goods  procured  at  Se-su'-a-ling  on  Kot-  Mr.  Jolm  vSimpsou, 
zebue  Sound  from  the  Asiatics,  Kokh-lit'  en'-yu-in,  in  the  previous  summer,  con-  Surgeon, 
sisting  of  iron  and  copper  kettles,  women's  knives  (o-lu'),  double-edged  knives 
(pan'-na),  tobacco,  beads,  and  tin  for  making  pipes ;  and  from  their  own  coun- 
trymen on  the  Ko'-wak  River,  stones  for  making  labrets,  and  whetstones,  or  these 
ready  made,  arrow  heads,  and  plumbago.  Besides  these,  are  enumerated  deer 
and  fawn  skins,  and  coats  made  of  them,  the  skin,  teeth,  and  horns  of  the  im'-na 
(argali  ?),  black  fox,  marten,  and  ermine  skins,  and  feathers  for  arrows  and  head 
dresses.  In  exchange  for  these,  the  Point  Barrow  people  (Nu-wung'-meun) 
give  the  goods  procured  to  the  eastward  the  year  before,  and  their  own  sea  pro- 
duce, namely,  whale  or  seal  oil,  whalebone,  wahus  tusks,  stout  thong  made  from 
walrus  hide,  seal-skins,  &c.,  and  proceed  with  their  new  stock  to  Point  Barter. 
Here  they  offer  it  to  the  Kan'g-ma-li  en'-yu-in,  who  may  be  called  for  distinction 
Western  Mackenzie  Esquimaux,  and  receive  in  return,  wolverine,  wolf,  imna, 
and  narwhal  skins  (Kil-lel'-lu-a),  thong  of  deerskin,  oil  burners,  English  knives, 
small  white  beads,  and  latterly,  guns  and  ammunition.  In  the  course  of  the 
winter,  occasional  trade  takes  place  in  these  with  the  people  of  Point  Hope,  but 
most  of  the  knives,  beads,  oil  burners,  and  wolverine  skins,  are  taken  to  the 
Colville  the  following  year,  and,  in  the  next  after,  make  their  appearance  at 
Kotzebue  Sound  and  on.  the  coast  of  Asia. 

From  what  we  know  positively  of  the  trade  thus  far,  we  are  inclined  to  believe 
there  is  a  tolerably  regular  yearly  communication  between  each  Esquimaux  tribe 
and  their  neighbours  of  the  same  race  on  either  side.  It  seems  highly  probable 
the  pan'-na,  or  double-edged  knife,  described  by  Sir  W.  E.  Parry  as  in  use 
among  the  tribe  he  met  at  Winter  Island,  may  have  been  of  Siberian  origin,  from 
being  of  the  same  form  and  identical  in  name  with  that  brought  by  the  Asiatics 
to  Hotham  Inlet,  where  they  receive  in  return  oil  burners,  or  stone  lamps,  which 
we  have  often  seen  in  their  tents  in  1 848-9,  of  a  shape  corresponding  exactly  with 
the  drawing  in  that  gentleman's  journal  of  his  second  voyage  ;  they  bear  also  a 
similar  name,  kod'-lan,  and  are  said  to  be  brought  from  a  very  distant  eastern 
country.  Supposing  a  knife  of  this  kind  made  in  Siberia,  to  be  carried  at  the 
usual  rate,  we  compute  it  would  not  arrive  at  Winter  Island  before  the  sixth 
year,  and,  having  been  exchanged  the  year  before  for  a  stone  lamp,  this  might 
come  into  the  hands  of  the  Asiatics  on  the  ninth.  The  knife  would  remain  the 
first  winter  in  the  possession  of  the  Reindeer  Tchuktchi  (or  Tsau'-chu),  the 
second  with  the  inland  Esquimaux,  Nu-na-tang'-meun,  the  third  at  Demarcation 
Point  with  the  Kang'-ma-li-meun,  the  fourth  with  the  East  Mackenzie,  or  the 
Cape  Bathurst  tribes,  and  on  the  fifth  possibly  fall  into  the  hands  of  the  people 
who  make  the  lamps.  The  lamp,  returning  the  same  way,  would  remain  the 
sixth  winter  at  Cape  Bathurst,  the  seventh  at  Demarcation  Point,  the  eighth  at 
Point  Barrow,  the  ninth  in  the  interior,  and  be  received  by  the  Asiatics  on  the 
following  summer. 

For  a  very  large  portion  of  our  information,  we  have  been  indebted  to  a  mart 
called  Erk-sin'-ra,  who  has  sustained  a  most  excellent  character  throughout  the 
whole  time  the  "  Plover"  remained  at  Point  Barrow.  He  drew  the  coast  line 
eastward  as  far  as  he  knew  it,  giving  the  names  of  many  places,  some  of  which 
he  described  so  minutely  as  to  be  undeniably  identified  with  those  mentioned  in 
Sir  J.  Franklin's  journal,  and  laid  down  in  his  chart.  Erk-sin'-ra's  coast  line  has 
been  drawn  in  red,  parallel  to  that  copied  from  the  Admiralty  chart,  and  a  dotted 
line  marks  each  place  where  the  two  were  made  out  clearly  to  correspond.  What 
seemed  to  us  most  singular  was,  that  whilst  his  description  of  the  coast  agreed 
so  minutely  in  many  particulars  with  the  narrative  and  chart  of  Messrs.  Dease 
and  Simpson,  he  denied  the  existence  of  the  Pelly  Mountains,  and  maintained 
most  positively  that  there  are  no  hills  on  the  west  side  of  the  Colville  visible 
from  the  sea  ;  and  at  length  said,  "  We  never  saw  them,  but  perhaps  you  might 
with  your  long  spy-glasses."  He  was  the  head  man  of  the  first  party  Commander 
Pullen  met  at  Point  Berens  on  the  11th  of  August  1849,  and  gave  O'-lik-to  as 
the  name  of  the  place  where  the  post  was  erected.    By  a  letter  dated  H.M.S. 

Investigator,"  8th  of  August  1850,  received  from  a  native  of  Point  Barrow,  to 
whom  it  had  been  given  at  Point  Drew,  that  ship  must  have  passed  Point 
Berens  on  the  9th  or  10th  of  August,  when  she  also  was  seen  by  Erk-sin'-ra. 
As  he  was  on  both  these  occasions  on  his  return  from  that  bartering  place,  the 
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Karrativc  of  fu-gt  week  in  August  may  be  confidently  assumed  as  the  usual  time  of  the  iwo 
Mr.  John  Simpson,  ^^^^  meeting  at  Barter  Point. 

Surgeon.  Among  the  few  remarkable  features  of  this  dreary  coast  is  a  large  stone,  about 

four  sleeps  from  Point  Jjarrow,  near  Point  Tangent,  and  gives  the  name  of  Plack 
Rock  Point  to  the  projecting  land  off' which  it  lies.  It  is  mentioned  by  Mr.  J. 
Simpson  as  the  only  stone  of  large  size  he  met  with  on  this  part  of  his  journey. 
The  natives  assert  it  is  a  "  fire  stone,"  and  fell  from  the  sky  within  the  memory 
of  people  now  living.  No  one  saw  it  fall ;  but  one  woman,  about  sixty  years  of 
age,  said  she  travelled  that  way  yearly  as  a  girl,  when  there  was  no  stone  there, 
and  that  in  returning  one  summer,  her  people  were  much  surprised  to  see  it,  and 
believed  it  had  fallen  from  the  sky.  Should  it  prove  a  meteoric  stone,  the  story 
of  its  age  might  be  true  enough ;  but  at  present  it  is  dou})tful.  It  is  said  to  en- 
large and  present  a  full  rounded  appearance  at  times,  when  deer  are  plentiful  in 
the  neighbourhood,  as  it  feeds  upon  them,  killing  and  devouring  a  great  many 
at  a  time.  No  doubt  those  animals  are  instinctively  guided  in  their  migrations 
by  particular  states  of  the  atmosphere  ;  and  as  the  tides  are  much  influenced  by 
the  winds,  it  is  not  impossible  that  they  should  most  abound  in  that  locality 
when  the  tide  is  low,  giving  an  apparent  increase  to  the  size  of  the  stone. 

We  were  anxious  to  get  the  history  of  the  "  Old  Huts,"  marked  by  Sir  J. 
Franklin  in  longitude  146°  20'  W.,  but  could  ascertain  distinctly  no  more  than 
that  they  were  the  remains  of  an  ancient  Kang'-ma-li  settlement.  In  connexion 
with  this,  our  informants  gave  an  account  of  the  modern  origin  of  the  trade  at 
Barter  Point,  agreeing  with  that  given  by  Sir  J.  Franklin,  to  the  effect  that  it 
was  estabhshed  within  the  memory  of  people  recently  dead,  whilst  their  inter- 
course with  the  inland  people  by  the  Colville  is  of  ancient  date.  But  from  their 
having  traditions  of  the  Eastern  people  relating  to  a  remote  period,  we  think  it 
probable  that  it  was  only  renewed  in  recent  times,  having  been  previously  kept 
up  by  a  tribe  inhabiting  the  "  Old  Huts,"  whose  parties  visited  the  Colville  on 
the  west,  and  met  the  Mackenzie  people  on  the  east  of  their  own  country. 
From  the  well-known  hostility  of  the  Red  Indians  to  the  Esquimaux,  it  may  be 
conjectured  that  the  settlement  was  destroyed  by  them  and  the  inhabitants  put 
to  death ;  and  that  after  some  time  had  elapsed,  the  people  of  Point  Barrow 
would  be  induced  to  extend  their  journeys  eastward  further  in  search  of 
those  whose  goods  they  had  been  accustomed  to  receive,  and  at  length 
meeting  with  other  people,  none  of  whom  they  had  ever  before  seen,  the 
establishment  of  a  regular  trade,  as  at  present  existing  at  Barter  Point,  would 
be  the  result. 

Point  Hope  is  generally  visited  by  parties  in  the  winter,  who  perfonn  the 
journey  in  fifteen  to  twenty  days,  returning  to  Nu-wukat  the  end  of  two  moons. 
From  that  Cape,  therefore,  to  a  little  beyond  Barter  Point,  a  distance  of  about 
600  miles,  is  the  extent  of  coast  with  which  the  Point  Barrow  people  are  actually 
acquainted,  and  their  personal  knowledge  of  the  interior  may  be  said  to  extend 
to  fifty  miles.  But  besides  this  they  also  know,  by  report,  the  names  of  more 
distant  countries  and  their  inhabitants ;  thus  the  people  they  trade  with  at 
Barter  Point  are  called  Ka'ng-ma-li  en'-gu  in,  whose  winter  huts  are  probably 
at  Demarcation  Point ;  among  them  they  have  occasionally  seen  a  few  Ko-pan'g- 
meun.  Great  River  (Mackenzie)  people,  whom  they  distinguish  by  having  a 
tattooed  band  across  the  face.  Beyond  the  Mackenzie  is  a  country  called 
Kit-te-ga'-ru,  and  further  still,  but  very  distant,  one  inhabited  by  the  people 
who  make  the  stone  lamps  before  spoken  of.  So  far  they  speak  with  confi- 
dence, and  then  relate  the  story  of  a  singular  race  of  men  living  somewhere  in 
that  direction,  who  have  two  faces,  one  in  front  and  the  other  at  the  back  of  the 
head.  In  each  face  is  one  large  eye  in  the  centre  of  the  forehead,  and  a  large 
mouth  armed  with  formidable  teeth.  Their  dogs,  which  arc  their  constant 
companions,  arc  similarly  provided,  with  a  single  eye  in  each.  This  fable  seems 
to  refer  to  the  tribe  of  Indians,  who  are  ^aid  by  their  neighbours  to  see  the  arrows 
of  their  enemies  behind  them. 

Of  the  Indians  they  know  but  little  personally,  having  only  seen  a  few  on 
rare  occasions  ;  but  they  appear  to  know  them  well  by  report,  both  from  the 
Ka'ng-ma-li-meun  and  Nu-na-tan'g-mcun.  Under  the  general  term  It'-ka-lyi, 
tlicy  describe  them  as  a  dangerous  ])eoplc,  well-armed  with  guns,  who  reside  in 
the  mountainous  districts  far  away  to  the  souili  iuid  east  of  the  Colville.  The 
inland  Ks(|uimaux  also  call  them  Ko'-yu-kan,  and  divide  them  into  three  sections 
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or  tribes,  two  of  which  they  know,  and  say  they  have  different  modes  of  Narrative  of 
dancing.  One  is  called  It'-ka-lyi,  and  inhabits  the  It'-ka-ling  River,  east  of  the  Mr.  John  Simpson, 
Colville  ;  the  second,  It-kal-ya'-ru-in,  whose  country  is  further  south ;  and  the  fe«rgeo"- 
third,  whom  they  have  never  seen,  but  only  heard  of  as  the  people  who  barter 
wolverine  skins,  knives,  guns,  and  ammunition  to  the  Esquimaux  at  Herschel 
Island,  for  Russian  kettles,  beads,  &c.,  together  with  whalebone  and  other  sea 
produce.  These  three  tribes,  they  further  say,  are  all  dressed  alike,  and  are 
fierce  and  warlike,  but  not  cannibals  like  other  Indians  they  have  heard  of. 
They  are,  without  doubt,  the  mountain  Indians  to  whom  Sir  J.  Franklin  makes 
frequent  allusion  in  his  narrative  of  his  journey  westward  from  the  Mackenzie 
River,  a  tribe  who  have  had  but  little  intercourse  with  the  Hudson's  Bay  Com- 
pany; and  Mr.  J.  Simpson,  travelling  the  same  coast  in  1837,  also  mentions 
them  as  but  little  known.  As  the  name  Ko'-yu-kan,  by  which  they  are  known 
at  Point  Barrow,  is  the  same  as  that  given  to  the  tribe  in  whose  treacherous 
attack  on  the  Russian  post  at  Darabin,  Lieutenant  Barnard  lost  his  life  in  1851, 
and  as  some  of  their  coats  and  other  portions  of  dress  offered  for  sale  at  the 
"  Plover"  in  1852,  were  of  the  same  make  and  material  as  the  suit  in  the  pos- 
session of  Mr.  Edward  Adams,  of  the  "  Enterprize,"  the  companion  of  Lieutenant 
Barnard,  there  can  be  little  doubt  the}^  are  one  and  the  same  people.  If,  as 
seems  probable,  they  are  also  the  same  who  destroyed  the  Hudson's  Bay  post 
in  1839,  in  latitude  58°,  they  occupy  a  great  extent  of  country  between  the 
Colville  and  Mackenzie  rivers,  and  range  from  near  Sitka  to  the  Arctic  Sea. 
It  is  at  all  times  desirable  that  great  caution  should  be  used  in  drawing  infer- 
ences from  mere  sounds  in  an  unwritten  language  which  is  but  partially  known, 
yet  it  seems  worthy  of  remark,  that  the  Esquimaux  word,  Kok,  a  river,  if  pre- 
fixed to  the  name  Yu-kon,  will  bear  a  strong  resemblance  to  the  name  Ko'-yu- 
kan,  given  by  them  to  the  Indians  inhabiting  the  country  through  which  the 
You-con  flows.  They  also  know  by  report  the  people  of  Cape  Prince  of 
Wales,  Kin'g-a-meun,  and  the  Kokh-lit'  en'-yu-in,  Asiatics,  who  come  to  Kotzebue 
Sound  yearly. 

Some  traditions  they  have  besides  which  refer  to  a  land  named  Ig'-lu,  far 
away  to  the  north  or  north-east  of  Point  Barrow.  The  story  is,  that  several 
men,  who  were  carried  away  in  the  olden  time  by  the  ice  breaking  under  the 
influence  of  a  southerly  wind,  after  many  sleeps  arrived  at  a  hilly  country 
inhabited  by  a  people  like  themselves  who  spoke  the  same  language.  They 
were  well  received  and  had  whales'  flesh  given  them  to  eat.  Some  of  these 
wanderers  found  their  way  back  to  Point  Barrow,  and  told  the  tale  of  their 
adventures.  After  some  time,  during  a  spring  when  there  was  no  movement  in 
the  sea  ice,  three  men  set  out  to  visit  this  unknown  country,  taking  provisions 
on  their  backs  ;  and  having  performed  their  journey  without  mishap,  brought 
home  confirmation  of  the  previous  accounts.  Nothing  further  could  be  learned 
concerning  this  northern  expedition  except  that  each  man  wore  out  three  pairs 
of  mocassin  soles  in  the  journey  ;  and  since  then  there  has  been  no  communica- 
tion with  the  Ig' -lun  Nu'-na,  but  they  believe  some  others  who  have  been  carried 
away  on  the  ice  may  have  reached  it  in  safety. 

We  could  never  find  any  who  remembered  having  seen  Europeans  before 
Mr.  J.  Simpson's  visit  in  1837,  but  had  heard  of  them  as  Ka-blu'-nan  from  their 
eastern  friends  ;  more  recently  they  heard  a  good  deal  of  them  from  the  inland 
tribes  as  Tan-ning  or  Tan'-gin.  This  probably  refers  to  the  Russians,  who  have 
regular  bath  days  at  their  posts,  and  is  derived  from  tan-ni'kh-lu-go,  to  wash  or 
cleanse  the  person.  They  also  apply  other  names  to  us,  apparently  of  their  own 
invention ;  one  is  E-ma'kh-lin,  sea  men  (this  is  the  name  of  the  largest  of  the 
Diomede  Islands) ;  another  is  Sha-ke-na-ta'-na-meun,  people  from  beneath  the 
sun  (en'-gu-in  a-ta'-ne  Sha-ke'-nik)  ;  but  the  most  common  one  is  Nel-lu-an'g- 
meun,  unknown  people  (nel-lu-a'-ga,  I  do  not  know.) 

To  themselves  they  apply  the  word  En-yu-in,  people,  the  plural  of  e-nyu'k, 
a  person  of  any  nation,  prefixing,  when  necessary,  the  name  of  their  nu-na  or 
country,  as,  Nu-wu'ng-meun,  that  is,  Nu-wu'k  En'-yu-in,  Noo-wook  or  Point 
Barrow  people ;  Tng-ga-lan'-da-meun,  Englishmen.  Lately  those  met  with  in 
Grantley  Harbour  and  Port  Clarence  have  adopted  the  epithet  Es-ki-mo'. 

In  addition  to  the  notice  of  the  phases  of  the  moon,  they  possess  sufficient  know- 
ledge of  the  stars  to  point  out  their  position  in  the  heavens  at  particular  seasons, 
and  we  believe  use  them  as  guides  sometimes  in  travelling.  They  look  upon  them 
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Narrative  of     as  ficry  bodlcs,  as  proved  in  their  estimation  by  the  shooting  stars,  whicli  they  look 
Mr.  Jolin  Simpson,  ^^prj^j  as  portions  thrown  off  by  the  (ixed  ones.    They  form  them  into  groups, 
Surgc^on.       ^^^^  ^j^^  them  names,  many  of  wliieh  they  explain.    The  star  Aldcbaron,  with 
the  cluster  of  the  Hyades,  and  other  smaller  ones  around,  are  called  Pa-chukh- 
lu-rin,  "  the  sharing-out "  of  food,  the  chief  star  representing  a  polar  bear  just 
killed,  and  the  others  the  hunters  around,  preparing  to  cut  up  their  prize,  and 
give  each  hunter  his  portion.    The  three  stars  in  Orion's  ]3elt  are  three  men 
who  were  carried  away  on  the  ice  to  the  southward  in  the  dark  winter.  They 
were  for  a  long  time  covered  with  snow,  but  at  length,  perceiving  an  opening 
above  them,  they  ascended  farther  and  farther  until  they  became  fixed  among 
the  stars.    Another  group  is  called  the  "house  building,"  and  represents  a  few 
people  engaged  in  constructing  an  ig-lu,  or  winter  hut.    But  perhaps  their  most 
complete  myth  refers  to  the  sun  and  moon,  who,  they  say,  are  sister  and  brother. 
Given  as  we  received  it,  it  runs  as  follows  :    "  A  long  time  ago,  in  a  country 
far  away  to  the  eastward,  called  Pin'g-6,  the  people  held  a  winter  festival,  when 
one  of  the  women,  tired  of  dancing,  left  the  company  and  retired  to  rest  in  her 
own  hut.   Before  she  had  gone  to  sleep,  she  perceived  some  one  enter,  who  blew 
out  the  light,  and  lay  down  beside  her.    Being  desirous  to  know  who  her 
stealthy  visitor  was,  she  smeared  her  hands  with  soot  from  the  lamp  within  her 
reach,  and  secretly  blackened  his  body,  that  she  might  know  him  again  among 
the  dancers.    After  he  had  gone,  she  returned  to  the  dance-house,  and  peeping 
in,  saw  to  her  horror  that  the  man  whose  person  she  had  marked  was  her  own 
brother.    She  retired  in  great  grief  to  the  open  air,  but  soon  returning  to  the 
dance-house,  she  went  into  the  middle  of  the  assembly,  and  with  a  woman's 
knife  (o-lu)  cut  off  her  left  breast,  which  she  gave  her  brother,  saying, '  All  this 
it  is  good  that  you  should  eat.'  *    They  then  went  out,  and  both  ascended 
slowly  towards  the  heavens  in  a  circular  path,  he  with  his  dog  going  first  and 
she  following,  and  when  nearly  out  of  sight  separated,  the  m,an  by  name  Nel- 
lu-kat'-si-a  Tad-kak,  to  become  the  moon,  and  his  sister,  Sigh-ra-a-na,  to  become 
the  sun,  still  dripping  with  her  own  gore,  as  may  be  seen  occasionally  in  cloudy 
weather,  when  she  looks  red  and  angry."    The  moon  is  considered  cold  and 
covered  with  snow,  on  the  white  surface  of  which  may  be  traced  at  the  full  the 
figure  of  the  man  perpetually  travelling  with  his  dog,  whilst  the  lady  sun  enjoys 
the  warmth  of  an  eternal  summer." 

In  some  of  their  pursuits,  necessity  compels  the  men  of  different  establish- 
ments to  combine  their  strength,  as  in  taking  the  whale,  and  in  such  circum- 
stances, some  must  take  the  lead.  It  would  seem  an  easy  step  from  this  to  the 
permanent  ascendancy  of  individuals  over  the  others,  and  some  have  accordingly 
considerable  weight  in  the  community ;  but  there  is  nothing  among  them 
resembling  acknowledged  authority  or  chieftainship.  A  man  who  has  a  boat 
out  in  the  whaling  season,  engages  a  crew  for  the  time,  but  while  in  the  boat  he 
does  not  appear  to  have  any  control  over  them,  and  asks  their  opinion  as  to 
where  they  should  direct  their  course,  which,  however,  they  generally  leave  him 
to  determine,  as  well  as  to  keep  the  principal  look-out  for  whales.  The  chief 
men  are  called  Ome'liks  (wealthy),  and  have  acquired  their  position  by  being 
more  thrifty  and  intelligent,  better  traders,  and  usually  better  hunters,  as  well  as 
physically  stronger  and  more  daring.  At  the  winter  and  summer  festivals, 
when  the  people  draw  together  for  enjoyments,  proficiency  in  music,  with, 
general  knowledge  of  the  customs  and  superstitions  of  their  tribe,  give  to  the 
most  intelligent  a  further  ascendancy  over  the  multitude  ;  and  this  sort  of  ascen- 
dancy once  established,  is  retained  without  much  effort.  As  they  combine  to 
form  a  boat's  crew  to  pursue  a  common  prey,  so  will  they  unite  to  repel  a 
common  enemy,  but  it  is  only  when  danger  is  common  they  will  so  unite ; 
their  habits  of  life  leaving  them  perfectly  free  from  the  control  of  others,  and 
making  them  dependent  solely  on  their  own  individual  exertions  for  a  livelihood  ; 
they  are  bound  together  as  a  society  only  by  ties  of  relationship  and  a  few 
superstitious  observances,  and  have  no  laws  or  rules  excepting  what  custom  has 
established  in  reference  to  the  spoils  of  the  chase.  It  cannot  be  doubted  that 
their  Ome'liks  have  considerable  influence,  more  especially  over  their  numerous 
relations  and  family  connexions,  and  may  use  some  art  to  maintain  and  extend 


*  This  ia  not  givon  as  a  lit  oral  tranHlation,  but  wo  bcliovo  it  conveys  tlio  moaning,  Tho 
EH'iuiiriaux  vvorda  aro  "  tu-inan'g-ma  mam-maiig-niang-au'g-ina  nigh'-o-ro." 
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it ;  yet  O-mig'-a-loon,  the  most  influential  man  at  Nu-Avu'k,  the  same  v/ho  headed      Narnitive  of 
the  party  against  Commander  Pullen,  at  Point  Berens,  after  informing  us  that  Mr.  John  Simpson 
a  lad  of  eighteen  had  deceived  us,  and  got  food  by  telhng  a  false  tale  of  distress,        '  urgeon- 
would  not  for  some  time  repeat  his  statement  in  tlie  presence  of  the  youth. 

Invisible  spirits  {sing,  tum'-gak  ;  plural,  turn'-gain,)  people  the  earth,  the 
air,  and  the  sea  ;  and  to  them  they  apply  similar  notions  of  equality,  attributing 
to  none  superior  power,  nor  have  they  even  a  special  name  for  any  that  we  could 
learn.  These  turn'-gain  are  very  numerous,  some  good,  some  bad;  they  are 
sometimes  seen,  and  then  ususually  resemble  the  upper  half  of  a  man,  but  are  like- 
wise of  every  conceivable  form.  Their  belief  in  ghosts  seemed  proved  by  the 
circumstance  that  two  young  girls  who  left  the  ship  in  the  twilight  of  a  short 
winter's  day,  turned  back  in  breathless  haste  on  seeing  a  sledge  set  up  on  end 
near  the  path  to  the  village.  They  told  the  story  of  themselves  next  day, 
saying  they  were  frightened,  having  mistaken  the  sledge,  which  was  not  there 
in  the  daytime  when  they  had  passed,  for  a  turn'-gak.  They  are  concerned  in 
the  production  of  all  the  evils  of  life,  and  whatever  seems  inexplicable  is  said  to 
be  caused  by  one  of  them.  One  causes  a  bad  wind  to  blow,  so  that  the  ice 
becomes  unsafe ;  another  packs  the  ice  so  close  on  the  surface  of  the  sea  that 
the  whales  are  smothered ;  and  a  third  strikes  a  man  dead  in  the  open  air, 
without  leaving  any  mark  on  his  body ;  or  a  fourth  draws  him  by  the  feet  into 
the  bowels  of  the  earth.  These  are  evil  genii ;  and  the  good  ones  are  little 
better,  as  they  are  very  liable  to  get  offended  and  turn  their  backs  on  suffering 
humanity,  leaving  it  at  the  mercy  of  the  worse  disposed.  Their  dances  and 
ceremonies  are  all  intended  to  please,  to  cajole,  or  to  frighten  these  spirits.  The 
most  curious  ceremony  that  came  under  observation  was  performed  at  the 
village  in  the  course  of  the  last  winter,  when  food  had  become  very  scarce  in 
consequence  of  the  ice  continuing  very  close  from  a  long  continuance  of  north- 
westerly winds.  On  the  sea  beach,  close  to  one  of  the  dance-houses,  a  small 
space  was  cleared,  and  a  fire  of  wood  made,  round  which  the  men  formed  a 
ring  and  chanted  for  some  time,  without  dancing  or  the  usual  accompaniment 
of  the  tambourine.  One  of  the  old  men  then  stepped  towards  the  fire,  and  in 
a  coaxing  voice  tried  to  persuade  the  evil  genius,  from  whose  baleful  influence 
the  people  were  suffering,  to  come  under  the  fire  to  warm  himself.  When  he 
was  supposed  to  have  arrived,  a  vessel  of  water,  to  which  each  man  present  had 
contributed,  was  thrown  upon  the  fire  by  the  old  man,  and  immediately  a 
number  of  arrows  sped  from  the  bows  of  the  others  into  the  earth  where  the  fire 
had  been,  in  the  full  belief  that  no  turn'-gak  would  stop  at  a  place  where  he 
received  such  bad  treatment,  but  would  depart  to  some  other  region,  from  v/hich, 
on  being  detected,  he  would  be  driven  away  in  a  similar  manner.  To  render  the 
effect  still  greater,  three  guns  were  fired  in  different  directions,  to  alarm  the  spirits 
of  the  air,  and  make  them  change  the  wind.  For  the  same  object  they  several 
times  requested  the  ship's  guns,  eighteen-pounders,  to  be  fired  against  the  wind. 

When  our  poor  friend  O-mis-yu-a'-a-run,  commonly  called  the  water-chief, 
from  having  accused  us  of  stealing  the  water  from  the  village,  was  carried  away 
with  two  others  on  the  ice  to  near  Cape  Lisburn,  in  the  beginning  of  the  winter, 
his  wife  had  a  thin  thong  of  seal-skin  stretched  in  four  or  five  turns  round  the 
walls  of  the  ig-lu,  and  anxiously  watched  it  night  and  day  until  she  heard  of  her 
husband's  fate.  They  believe  that  so  long  as  the  person  watched  for  is  alive 
and  moves  about,  his  turn'-gak  causes  the  cord  to  vibrate,  and  w^hen  at  length  it 
hangs  slack  and  vibrates  no  longer,  he  is  supposed  to  be  dead.  Having  heard 
something  of  the  hourly  observations  of  the  movements  of  a  magnet  suspended 
by  a  thread  in  the  observatory,  the  old  dame  sent  Erk-sin'-ra  to  see  if  its  move- 
ments had  any  connexion  with  her  husband's  case. 

Thunder  is  a  rare  occurrence  at  Point  Bari'ow,  but  not  altogether  unknown 
to  its  inhabitants,  and  they  say  the  sound  of  it  is  caused  by  a  man  spirit,  who 
dwells  with  his  family  in  a  tent  far  away  to  the  north.  This  Esquimaux  repre- 
sentative of  Jupiter  Tonans  is  an  ill-natured  fellow  who  sleeps  most  of  his  time  ; 
and  when  he  wakes  up  he  calls  to  his  children  to  go  out  and  make  thunder  and 
lightning  by  shaking  inflated  seal-skins  and  waving  torches,  which  they  do  with 
great  glee  until  he  goes  to  sleep  again. 

They  do  not  entertain  any  clear  idea  of  a  future  state  of  existence,  nor  can 
they  apparently  imagine  that  a  person  altogether  dies.  Although  death  is  a 
subject  they  dislike  to  talk  of,  we  have  heard  the  sentiments  of  several  upon  this, 
and  the  nature  of  the  soul.    About  the  last  the}'  differ  a  good  deal,  but  they 
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Nariiiiivc!  of  all  agree  in  looking  upon  death  as  the  greatest  of  liurnan  evils,  and  would 
Mr.  J()lin  Simpson,  invariably  '*  rather  bear  the  ills  they  have,  than  fly  to  others  that  they  know  not 
of."  The  soul  is  a  turn'-gak,  they  say,  seated  in  tlie  breast,  or  rather  in  the 
lungs,  and  seems  elosely  allied  to  the  breath  ;  from  it  emanate  all  thoughts, 
which  as  they  rise  the  tongue  gives  utterance  to.  Even  as  to  its  unity  the^ 
hold  different  notions,  for  one  person  told  us  a  man  had  four  turn'-gain  in  his 
breast ;  and  another,  that  wherever  a  man  went  there  was  in  the  ground  beneath 
him  his  "  familiar  spirit,"  which  moved  as  he  moved,  and  was  only  severed  from 
him  in  death.  However  this  may  be,  in  death  the  body  sleeps  and  the  spirit 
descends  into  the  earth  to  associate  with  those  which  have  gone  before,  and 
subsists  on  bad  food,  such  as  roots,  stones,  and  mosquitoes. 

In  order  not  to  offfend  the  spirits  of  the  departed,  their  bodies  are  wrapped  in 
skins  and  laid  on  the  earth  beside  others  already  there,  witli  the  head  to  the 
east  at  Point  Barrow ;  but  for  this  direction  there  is  no  general  rule.  As  his 
clothes  and  other  portions  of  property  he  habitually  used,  including  the  sledge 
on  which  he  was  carried,  would  bring  ill-luck  to  any  one  else  who  took  them, 
they  are  left  with  the  body  in  a  torn  or  broken  state,  and  the  family  to  which 
he  belonged  keep  within  the  hut  for  five  days,  not  daring  to  work  lest  the  spirits 
should  be  offended ;  and  instances  can  be  readily  adduced  where  they  believe 
death  to  have  happened  to  persons  who  infringed  the  custom  of  mourning  five 
days.  Diseases  are  also  considered  to  be  turn'-gaks,  and  so  hurtful  do  they 
think  the  touch  of  a  corpse,  that  it  is  unwholesome  to  smoke  from  the  same 
pipe  or  drink  out  of  the  same  cup  with  any  one  who  was  the  wife,  mother,  or 
other  near  relative  of  a  deceased  person  ;  this,  they  say,  is  because  these  relatives 
from  tending  the  sick  person  become  tainted  by  his  breath,  and  another  by 
using  the  same  pipe  or  cup  might  acquire  the  disease. 

John  Simpson,  Surgeon,  R.N. 


The  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty  to  Commander  Maguiee. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  November  9th,  1854. 

Having  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty  the  observations 
made  by  Mr.  John  Simpson,  Surgeon  of  Her  Majesty's  Discovery  Ship  "  Plover," 
under  your  command,  relating  to  the  Western  Esquimaux  and  the  country  they 
inhabit,  taken  during  two  years  at  Point  Barrow,  I  am  to  desire  that  you 
will  express  to  Mr.  Simpson  their  Lordships'  satisfaction  at  the  information 
conveyed. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       R.  Osborn. 
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   ^   .^.^.^  ^j^j^^aicu  jjiuuable  she  was  still  shut  up 

on  the  west  face  of  Baring's  Land,  and  that  instead  of  returning  to  Point  Barrow 
after  depositing  the  last  information  we  had  picked  up  respecting  her  movements. 
Captain  M'Clure  had  passed  the  winter  of  1852  to  the  north  of  the  farthest 
point  visited  by  us,  whence  the  close  seasons  of  1852  and  1853  prevented  Ins 
escape,  I  determined  upon  opening  a  communication  with  the  Plover  at 
Point  Barrow,  immediately  the  coast  water  would  admit  of  a  boat's  proceeding, 
so  as  to  enable  Captain  Maguire  to  return  to  the  south,  and  procure  all  the 
provisions  in  his  power,  so  as  to  equip  me  to  return  to  the  eastward  this  season. 
Lieutenant  Jago  was  accordingly  despatched  in  a  whale  boat  on  the  10th,  and 
succeeded  in  reaching  Point  BarroAv  on  the  24th,  whence  by  the  native  account 
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Proceedings  of  Captain  Collinson,  C.B.,  Her  Majesty's  Discovery  Ship 
Enterprize,  Behring  Strait  Division  of  Arctic  Search. 


Captain  Collinson,  C.B.  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  Enterprize,  Port  Clarence, 
Sir,  August  22d,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  report  the  return  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  under  my 
command  from  the  Arctic  Regions,  without,  I  regret  to  say,  having  accomphshed 
their  Lordships'  instructions.  Enclosed  is  a  condensed  narrative  of  my  pro- 
ceedings since  leaving  the  port  on  the  10th  of  July  1851,  together  with  track 
charts,  by  which  their  Lordships  will  perceive,  that  our  progress  to  the  north- 
ward and  eastward  the  first  season  was  effectually  stopped  by  a  barrier  of  ice, 
at  the  northern  end  of  the  Prince  of  Wales  Strait,  in  latitude  73°  30'  N.  and  longi- 
tude 114°  35'  W.  on  the  31st  of  August ;  that  I  then  returned  to  the  southward, 
and  traced  the  west  face  of  Baring  Land,  as  far  as  7^°  52'  N.  and  125°  24'  W. 
without  finding  a  place  sufficiently  sheltered  for  winter  quarters,  and  eventually 
was  frozen  in,  in  a  bay  in  Prince  Albert  Land,  near  the  entrance  of  the  Prince 
of  Wales  Strait,  in  latitude  71°  35'  and  longitude  117°  39'.  In  the  ensuing- 
spring  travelling  parties  passed  through  the  Prince  of  Wales  Strait,  and  then 
separating,  one  succeeded  (after  undergoing  much  hardship)  in  reaching  Melville 
Island,  but  were  not  able  to  get  as  far  as  Winter  Harbour.  The  other  pursued 
the  north  face  of  Prince  Albert  Land,  and  found  the  coast  trend  to  the  south- 
ward, reaching  an  inlet  in  72°  45'  N.  and  113°  40'  W.  A  third  party  traced  the 
coast  of  Prince  Albert  Land  to  the  southward,  where  a  broad  inlet  separating 
it  from  WoUaston  Land  was  discovered.  The  ice  broke  up,  and  permitted  us  to 
move  out  of  our  winter  quarters  the  first  week  in  August,  but  kept  us  embayed 
in  its  vicinity  until  the  first  week  in  September  ;  when  I  followed  up  the  track 
of  the  Southern  expedition,  thinking  it  would  lead  me  into  the  centre  of  this 
Archipelago  ;  but  finding  Prince  Albert  and  Wollaston  Land  joined  to  Victoria, 
forming  one  large  island,  I  availed  myself  of  the  short  remnant  of  the  season, 
pushed  through  the  Dolphin  and  Union  Strait,  and  succeeded  in  reaching  Cam- 
bridge Bay,  where  I  thought  I  could  best  carry  out  the  tenor  of  their  Lordships' 
orders,  before  we  were  overtaken  by  the  winter. 

A  travelling  party  traced  the  eastern  coast  of  Victoria  Island  in  the  ensuing 
spring,  but  owing  to  the  hummocky  nature  of  the  ice,  did  not  succeed  in  reach- 
ing further  than  latitude  70°  26'  and  longitude  100°  45'.  Having  previously 
fallen  in  with  a  cairn  erected  by  Chief  Factor  Rae,  which  gave  me  the  first 
intimation  that  the  ground  we  were  now  upon  had  already  been  examined. 
Leaving  Cambridge  Bay  on  the  9th  of  August,  we  experienced  some  detention 
from  the  ice  opposite  to  the  Coppermine  Kiver,  and  again  at  Cape  Bathurst, 
which  was  passed  on  the  Slst,  from  whence  until  to  the  west  of  Herschel 
Island  we  found  a  comparatively  open  sea,  but  here  our  progress  was  stopped, 
nor  could  we  succeed  in  getting  further  than  the  west  end  of  Camden  Bay, 
where  in  70°  7'  N.  and  145°  29'  W.  we  passed  the  third  winter.  An  attempt  was  made 
to  explore  to  the  northward  in  the  spring,  but  failed,  owing  to  the  impracticable 
state  of  the  ice.  On  the  2d  of  July,  a  part}^  of  Barter  Island  natives  came  to  us, 
bringing  with  them  a  notice  printed  on  board  the  Plover,  at  Point  Barrow, 
and  dated  July  4th,  1853,  by  which  I  learnt  that  the  Investigator  had  not 
been  seen  since  1850.  As  it  therefore  appeared  probable  she  was  still  shut  up 
on  the  west  face  of  Baring's  Land,  and  that  instead  of  returning  to  Point  Barrow 
after  depositing  the  last  information  we  had  picked  up  respecting  her  movements, 
Captain  M'Clure  had  passed  the  winter  of  1852  to  the  north  of  the  farthest 
point  visited  by  us,  whence  the  close  seasons  of  1852  and  1853  prevented  liis 
escape,  I  determined  upon  opening  a  communication  with  the  Plover  at 
Point  Barrow,  immediately  the  coast  water  would  admit  of  a  boat's  proceeding, 
so  as  to  enable  Captain  Maguire  to  return  to  the  south,  and  procure  all  the 
provisions  in  his  power,  so  as  to  equip  me  to  return  to  the  eastward  this  season. 
Lieutenant  Jago  was  accordingly  despatched  in  a  whale  boat  on  the  10th,  and 
succeeded  in  reaching  Point  Barrow  on  the  24th,  whence  by  the  native  account 
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the  Plover  had  sailed  two  days  previous.  The  sliip  left  Camden  Bay  on  the 
20t1],  reached  Point  IWrow  on  tiie  8th  A  u^iist,  })ut  l)eint^-  detained  by  Houtherl/ 
winds,  only  ai'rived  hei'e  last  night,  wiien  1  found  tiie  Plover  liad  ret-urned 
to  Point  Barrow ;  where  it  is  my  intention  to  follow  her  immediately,  bo  as  to 
ensure  her  v/ithdrawal  this  season.  I  have  direeted  (Jornrnander  Trollope  to 
embark  the  stores  and  provisions  deposited  on  shore  here  witli  all  despateh,  and 
then  proceed  to  San  Francisco,  where  I  hope  he  will  arrive  in  time  to  save  the 
September  mail. 

I  have  great  satisfaction  in  reporting  that  the  conduct  of  the  ship's  company 
merits  my  warm  commendation,  and  that  they  have  cheerfully  undergone  the 
privations  to  which  these  voyages  are  liable. 

I  have  to  regret  the  death  of  two  seamen  and  one  marine,  whose  decease 
cannot  be  ascribed  solely  to  the  effect  of  climate :  on  the  contrary  the  health  of 
the  ship's  company,  as  will  be  seen  by  the  accompanying  Tables,  has  been  remark- 
ably good,  the  average  number  per  cent,  on  the  sick  list  being  six  ;  )ior  have  we 
been  seriously  afflicted  by  the  scurvy,  which,  under  the  favour  of  God,  I  attri- 
bute in  a  great  measure  to  the  good  quality  and  abundance  of  provisions  their 
Lordships  caused  us  to  be  supplied  with. 

Having  communicated  with  the  Plover,  it  is  my  intention  to  make  the  best 
of  my  way  to  England  by  Hong  Kong  and  the  Cape  of  Good  Hope. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Richard  Collinson,  Captain. 
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Narrative  of  the  Proceedings  of  Her  Majesty's  Ship  Enterprize. 


July  and  Augii»t,  1851. 


Meet  the  ioe. 


Round  I'oint  Rarrow 
in  the  pack. 

Progress  along  tlie 
Aniericun  coast. 


Leaving  Port  Clarence  on  the  10th  of  July  1851,  we  reached  Hope  Point  on 
the  15th,  Icy  Cape  the  18th,  and  Wainwright  Inlet  the  19th,  where  our  progress 
was  stopped  by  the  ice,  there  not  being  a  navigable  channel  between  it  and  the 
Seahorse  Islands.  While  waiting  at  the  edge  of  the  pack  for  it  to  open,  we  were 
caught  in  it,  and  thus  carried  by  the  current  to  Point  Barrow,  which  Avas 
doubled  on  the  26th  ;  the  ice  then  slackening,  by  dint  of  considerable  labour,  we 
]-eached  open  water  on  the  American  Coast,  near  Tangent  Point,  on  the  31st. 
Here  wc  found  tlie  land  water,  varying  from  two  to  eight  miles  in  width,  the 
water  gradually  deepening  to  9  fathoms  at  that  distance,  the  mainland  being 
fronted  by  low  sandbanks,  to  which  in  some  cases  the  depth  of  Avater  admitted 
of  our  approach  within  half-a-mile. 

On  the  1st  of  August  we  were  visited  by  two  Oomiaks,  bringing  venison  and 
geese,  whicli  ihcy  readily  exchanged  for  tobacco,  and  upon  the  2d  two  more 
came  olf;  the  latter  had  in  their  possession  a  doll,  Avhieh,  in  my  opinion,  Avas 
received  by  the  same  peojde  from  me  at  Point  Hope  last  year,  or  else  has  been 
transferred  along  the  coiist  (a,  distance  of  400  miles  j  by  barter. 

On  our  arrivid  off  Manning  Point  on  the  8tli  of  August,  the  edect  of  the 
Mackenzie  Jiiver  became  visible,  the  channel  between  tlu^  ]);iek  mikI  the  land 
iiirrcasin"-  lo  50  miles,  at  which  (list;ui('(>  (Vorn  the  shoi-e  no  bottom  was  obtaiiUMl  a,t 
150  fithonis.  llvvc  we  experienced  considerable  dillicudty  in  steering  the  ship  ; 
even  the  boats  ahead  being  iniable  to  prevent  lier  being  turned  round  frequently. 
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A  great  quantity  of  drift  wood  was  seen,  and  one  tree,  68  feet  long,  picked  up.  August  and  September 
After  sighting  the  pack  edge  frequently,  and  occasionally  entering  the  bights,  so 
as  to  obtain  an  extended  view"  to  the  northward,  the  Felly  Islands  were  seen  sight  the  Peiiy  isies. 
upon  the  20th,  and  two  islets  discovered  to  the  E.N  E.  of  them. 

A  favourable  wind  deterred  me  from  communicating  with  the  shore  at  Cape 
Bathurst  ;  casks,  however,  and  cylinders  containing  information  of  our  progress, 
were  thrown  overboard  daily. 

On  the  afternoon  of  the  26th  of  August  Cape  Parry  was  in  sight,  and  during  Discover  Baring 
the  first  watch  a  bold  steep  bluff  (Cape  Erebus)  was  discovered  to  the  north- 
ward.    Hauling  up  to  close  this  land,  we  entered  a  strait  on  the  28th,  in  w-hich  Enter  the  Prince  of 
on  the  following  day  two  islets  (with  a  beacon  on  the  largest)  were  seen.    On  ^^^''^'^ 
landing,  I  found  a  whale  boat  and  depot  of  provisions,  w-ith  a  notice  from  Com-  ^^'^'^^^ 
mander  M'Clure  (a  copy  of  which  is  enclosed).  Continuing  our  course  through 
the  strait,  we  reached  the  north  end  at  midnight  on  the  30th,  when  another  Reach  the  north  end 
beacon  was  seen  on  the  south  shore,  where  similar  information  to  that  deposited  °^ 
on  the  Princess  Royal  Isles  w^as  found. 

Here  in  latitude  73°  30'  N.  and  longitude  114°  35'  W.  our  progress  was  barred  Stopped  by  the  ice. 
by  large  fields  of  ice,  leaving  no  coast  water  in  which  a  ship  could  navigate 
either  to  the  eastward  or  westward.  I  then  returned  to  the  north  shore,  with  a  Return  to  Cape 
view  of  anchoring  in  a  small  cove  we  had  seen,  and  obtaining  a  more  extensive 
view  from  the  land.  This,  however,  we  found,  had  fihed  with  ice  since  the  pre- 
vious day,  which  was  now  rapidly  streaming  in  on  both  shores.  After  looking 
in  vain  for  a  sheltered  spot,  until  we  were  too  close  to  the  Investigator's  depot, 
I  determined  to  avail  myself  of  the  remainder  of  the  season  in  searching  for  a 
wintering  place  on  the  west  face  of  Baring's  Land. 

Rounding  Cape  Erebus  with  this  intent  on  September  3d,  we  found  the  coast  September  and  Octo- 
trend  to  the  north,  with  deep  w^ater  close  to  the  shore.    After  examining  an  ^er^^i. 
inlet,  which  proved  too  shallow  for  our  purpose,  we  reached  a  long  low  point  in  AVest  coast  of  Baring 
71°53'N.  and  125°  10'  W.,  on  which  a  cask  containing  information  from  the 
Investigator,  dated  August  18th,  1851,  was  found.    Then  proceeding  to  the 
north  we  found  shallow  water,  having  only  five  fathoms  six  miles  from  the  shore. 
On  the  7th  an  islet  in  latitude  72°  54'  and  longitude  125°  12'  was  fallen  in  Terror  isiet. 
with ;  the  close  vicinity  of  the  main  pack  and  number  of  large  floes  between 
it  and  the  shore  rendering  it  nearly  impracticable  to  turn  to  windward  among 
them,  induced  me  to  terminate  our  progress  for  the  season.    I  accordingly  sent 
Lieutenant  Phaj^re  to  deposit  information,  and  a  small  quantity  of  provisions  (20 
days  for  eight  men),  and  then  returned  to  the  point  where  we  had  found  the 
Investigator's  cask,  wdiich  I  hoped  would  prove  sufficiently  sheltered  for  our 
winter  quarters.    On  examination,  however,  it  was  found  too  shallow.   1  had 
then  to  return  further  to  the  south,  and  eventually  found  a  well  sheltered  spot 
on  Prince  Albert  Land,  near  to  the  entrance  of  Prince  of  Wales  Strait,  m  Winter  qu&rters. 
71°  35'  N.  and  117°  39'  W.    Shortly  after  our  arrival,  we  were  visited  by  a 
tribe  of  central  Esquimaux,  who,  from  a  small  axe   and  a  peramican  tin  in 
their  possession,  were  the  same  people  mentioned  by  Commander  M'Clure. 
They  remained  in  our  neighbourhood  until  the  second  week  in  November,  but  had 
little  to  spare  ;  nor  did  we  detect  any  articles  whatsoever  about  them  to  indicate 
their  having  been  in  communication  with  any  other  white  men  besides  the 
Investigator's  travelling  party. 

Before  we  were  finally  frozen  in,  which  did  not  take  place  until  the  21st  &f 
October,  boats  were  detached  to  the  north  and  south  of  our  position  to  erect 
marks,  so  as  to  guide  any  parties  to  the  ship.  In  the  latter  direction  a  sound  60 
miles  deep  was  discovered ;  the  narrowest  part  of  the  isthmus  between  us  and  it 
proving  only  four  miles  across,  w^e  obtained  a  considerable  supply  of  wood  from 
thence.  A  notice  deposited  by  the  Investigator's  travelling  party  was  found 
on  the  south  point  (Cape  Wollaston)  of  this  sound. 

During  the  winter,  which  proved  mild,  a  few  hares  and  ptarmigans  were  ob-  Spring  of  i852. 
tained,  and  early  in  April  depots  of  provisions  for  the  travelling  parties  were  laid 
out.  On  the  12th  the  Southern  expedition  (under  the  command  of  Lieut.  Jago)  i^^xpedition  towards 
left  to  explore  the  coast  towards  Wollaston  Land,  which  was  found  to  maintain  a 
southerly  direction  until  latitude  70°  38'  when  it  assumed  an  easterly  trend. 
He  eventually  reached  latitude  70°  38',  and  longitude  112°  48'  (previous  to 
which,  on  an  islet,  in  latitude  70°  32'  and  long.  115°  25',  a  cylinder  deposited 
by  the  Investigator's  tra.velling  party  was  found),  where  a  party  of  Esqui- 
maux, about  80  in  number,  were  met  with:  they  proved  not  to  be  the  same  that 
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gpring  of  1852. 


Expedition  through 
the  Prince  of  Wales 
Strait. 


Party  reach  Melville 
Island. 


Eeturn  of  the  natives. 


September  1852. 


Victoria,  Prince 
Albert,  and  Woilaston 
Lands  form  one  island. 


Enter  the  Dolphin  !in( 
Union  Strait. 


Hcach  Cfirnttrldgo  Bay. 


NativoH. 


had  been  with  us  in  the  autumn,  but  the  two  tribeH  had  f)een  together  during 
the  winter,  as  some  of  the  presents  were  reeogriized ;  otherwise  they  showed  no 
sign  of  having  been  in  eoiitact  with  Europeans.  The  sound  from  here  appeared 
to  be  20  miles  wide,  and  its  termination  easterly  was  not  seen.  Lieutenant  Jago 
returned  to  the  ship,  after  an  absence  of  49  days,  and  merits  my  warm  commen- 
dation to  their  Lordships  for  the  manner  in  whicli  he  conducted  this  service. 

The  Northern  expedition,  consisting  of  two  sleighs  (one  under  my  own,  the 
other  the  command  of  Lieutenant  Parks,  left  on  the  l6th  of  the  same  month,  pro- 
ceeding through  the  Prince  of  Wales  Strait  together  until  the  5th  of  May,  when 
he  was  detached  with  orders  to  reach  Melville  Island  if  possible,  and  rejoin  me  on 
the  22d,  while  I  proceeded  along  the  north  coast  of  Prince  Albert  Land 
towards  Cape  Walker,  eventually  reaching  latitude  72""  45'  and  longitude 
113°  40' ;  here  there  is  a  deep  bay  or  inlet.  Lieut.  Parks  not  making  his  appear- 
ance at  the  rendezvous  on  the  date  appointed,  I  set  out  to  meet  him,  and  suc- 
ceeded in  reaching  his  second  night's  encampment;  when  my  provisions  being 
exhausted,  and  thinking  he  mxight  have  passed  me  (which  proved  to  be  the  case) 
by  keeping  close  to  Prince  Albert  Land,  I  returned  and  reached  the  ship  on 
the  6th  of  June. 

Lieutenant  Parks,  on  the  third  day  after  leaving  me,  came  upon  hummocky 
ice,  through  which  it  was  impossible  to  drag  the  sleigh.  Leaving  the  tent  and 
it  behind,  he  set  out  with  his  party,  carrying  their  provisions  on  their  backs,  and 
succeeded  in  reaching  Cape  Providence  on  the  l6th.  Here  he  left  a  portion  of 
his  men  to  rest,  and  went  forward  Avith  two  of  them  towards  Hearne  Point, 
meeting  with  sleigh  tracks,  and  the  marks  of  three  men's  footsteps.  Hearing 
the  next  day  the  howling  of  Esquimaux  dogs,  as  if  being  put  into  harness,  and 
having  no  arms,  did  not  deem  himself  in  a  fit  condition  to  have  any  communi- 
cation with  the  natives :  and  being  so  far  from  his  people,  although  very  loath 
to  do  so,  he  was  obliged  to  return  without  reaching  Winter  Harbour. 

After  suffering  severe  privation  from  lack  of  water  and  provisions,  he  reached 
his  tent  on  the  21st;  starting  again  on  the  23d,  he  made  for  Prince  Albert 
Land,  in  hopes  of  picking  up  driftwood,  and  obtaining  game,  and  must  have 
passed  M'ithin  eight  miles  of  me  on  the  24th  ;  but  his  people  being  very  much 
exhausted,  and  one  of  thenn  obliged  to  be  carried  on  the  sleigh,  he  did  not  reach 
the  rendezvous  until  the  3ist,  and  the  ship  on  the  29th  of  June,  having  been 
absent  75  days.  Two  of  his  crew  on  their  arrival  were  suffering  from  frost- 
bites, one  of  whom  had  to  lose  a  portion  of  his  foot.  Lieutenant  Parks  appears 
to  me  to  have  done  all  in  his  power  to  alleviate  their  distress,  and  to  reach 
Winter  Harbour. 

The  natives  returned  on  the  25th  of  May,  bringing  with  them  some  bags  of 
seal  oil  (which  was  purchased)  ;  they  remained  in  our  neighbourhood  until  we 
left,  which  the  ice  did  not  permit  us  to  do  until  the  5th  of  August.  In  the 
meantime  a  fair  supply  of  game  was  obtained,  and  latterly,  by  means  of  Hal- 
kett's  boats  and  our  seine,  a  good  number  of  fish  from  the  lakes. 

The  season  of '52  proved  a  close  one,  the  ice  remaining  packed,  both  on  Prince 
Albert  and  Baring  Lands,  until  the  first  Aveek  in  September,  when  we  were 
enabled  to  enter  the  inlet  examined  by  Lieutenant  Jago,  and  whicli  I  hoped 
v/ould  conduct  us  to  the  centre  of  this  archipelago;  we,  however,  reached  the 
head  of  the  gulf,  which  is  in  latitude  70"  25',  and  longitude  IIP  0',  on  the 
1 3th,  and  having  thus  established  the  fact  that  Victoria,  Prince  Albert,  and 
W ollaston  Tvands  were  joined,  I  came  to  the  conclusion  that  the  most  suitable 
y)lace  for  our  ensuing  winter  quarters  would  be  the  south-east  extremity  of  this 
large  island. 

Entering  the  Dolphin  and  Union  Strait  with  this  view,  the  mouth  of  the 
Coppernn'ne  River  was  passed  on  the  21st;  and  after  a  hazardous  navigation, 
owing  to  the  increasing  period  of  darkness,  and  absolute  inutility  of  the  com- 
pjisses,  siicTce'lofl  in  rear-hing  Cambridge^  l]ay  on  the  2()t.h  of  the  same  month. 

In  hauling  into  a  bay  whicli  promised  to  aiford  us  sheltci',  wv  hiid  the  misfor- 
tune to  get  on  shore,  and  before  the  sliip  could  be  lightened  suthciently  by 
landing  our  ])rovisioiis,  the;  young  ice  made,  and  we  had  to  Avait  until  it  was 
.suiricicntly  firm  1;o  bear  our  casks  ;  nor  did  we  succeed  in  getting  the  ship  afloat 
without  Hcvere  labour. 

Shortly  after  oiu'  arrival  W(;  were  visited  by  a  tribe  of  J'isquimaux,  nuistering 
in  all  about  200,  and  a,])|)a,r(;ntly  Avitli  more  })rovisions  to  ^parc  tlian  those  we 
had  Hcen  last  year.  It  was  evident  that  they  had  had  little  or  no  communication 
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with  white  men,  but  they  had  in  their  possession  more  implements  of  brass  and  winter,  1352 ;  Spring 
iron  than  those  seen  at  our  last  winter  quarters.  Amongst  these  are  two,  which,  ]^ 
as  they  may  have  belonged  to  the  missing  expedition,  I  transmit  a  detailed  European  articles  in 
description  of : — One  of  these  is  a  portion  of  a  connecting  rod  (iron)  pro-  their  possession, 
bably  belonging  to  a  steam  engine ;  the  other  seems  to  have^been  part  of  a  large 
metal  crutch,  on  which  are  faint  traces  of  a  broad  arrow ;  the  former  may  have 
been  obtained  from  the  Victory,  and  the  latter  from  the  boats  at  Coppermine 
River. 

The  natives  remained  in  our  vicinity  throughout  the  whole  winter,  and  may 
be  looked  upon  as  a  well-behaved  people,  who  would  not  harm  a  distressed 

Before  the  winter  set  in,  Lieutenant  Jago  deposited  information  at  Cape 
Colborne  and  Back  Point,  and  as  soon  as  the  ship  was  afloat,  I  visited  the 
American  continent  for  the  same  purpose,  so  that  no  parties  could  pass  us. 
The  season  proved  one  of  the  most  severe  ever  experienced  in  these  regions, 
and  we  obtained  scarcely  any  game  until  June. 

Early  in  April  provisions  were  laid  out  for  the  exploration  of  the  east  coast  of  Exploration  of  the 
Victoria  Island:  and  leaving  the  ship,  accompanied  by  three  sledges,  on  the  eas^^eoast  of  Victoria 
12th  of  the  same  month,  we  found  the  coast  trend  to  the  southward  of  east, 
until  we  reached  the  102*^  meridian,  when  it  turned  to  the  north  ;  but  before  the 
69th  parallel  was  again  reached  we  fell  in  with  the  junction  of  the  old  and  new 
ice,  raising  hummocks  of  that  description  as  to  render  the  road  impracticable  for 
sleighs.  Under  these  circumstances  we  were  seldom  able,  to  leave  the  shore,  and 
under  the  necessity  of  following  many  of  its  sinuosities.  This  delayed  our  pro- 
gress so  much  as  only  to  enable  us  eventually  to  reach  an  islet  in  latitude  70°  26' 
N.,  and  longitude  100°  45',  from  whence  no  land  was  seen,  except  to  the  south- 
ward, and  the  pack  so  rough  as  seldom  to  admit  of  our  making  more  than  half 
a  mile  an  hour.  Having  four  days'  provisions  left  on  our  return  to  Victoria 
Island,  we  traced  its  shore,  which  here  assumed  a  westerly  direction,  as  far  as 
latitude  70°  12'  N.,  longitude  102°  0'  W. 

In  70°  3'  N.  and  101°  0'  W.,  we  fell  in  with  a  cairn  erected  by  Chief  Factor 
Rae,  from  which  we  obtained  the  first  intimation  that  any  parties  had  preceded 
us  in  the  search ;  and  our  observations  tend  to  corroborate  his,  (viz.)  that  the 
ice,  except  in  extraordinary  seasons,  does  not  leave  the  east  coast  of  Victoria 
Island,  to  the  northward  of  70°.  We  reached  the  ship  on  the  31st  of  May, 
after  an  absence  of  49  days. 

In  the  course  of  a  visit  to  the  Finlayson  Islands,  and  in  a  bay  on  the  east  side  Eind  part  of  a  door- 
of  the  largest  islet  of  the  group,  a  fragment  of  a  companion  hatchway  or  door-  p^""'  '^^J^ 

n  1    °  •  •         11         P  I       •        1  i^  i.Tc  TT      u/T  •     ,    !    companion  hatch  on 

frame,  bearing  unequivocal  marks  01  havmg  been  ntted  Irom  Her  Majesty  s  the  Einiayson  islands, 
stores,  was  found  (a  drawing  and  description  is  herewith  transmitted)  ;  it  does 
not  appear  to  have  formed  part  of  a  boat's  fittings  :  otherwise  it  might  be  pre- 
sumed to  have  belonged  to  Dr.  Rae's  party,  whose  boats  crossed  here  from  the 
continent ;  nor  does  the  boatswain  of  this  ship,  who  served  in  the  Erebus 
during  the  antarctic  expedition,  recognize  it  as  a  portion  of  the  fittings  of  that 
vessel. 

In  addition  to  game,  a  plentiful  supply  of  salmon  (whereof  1,100  were  cured 
for  sea)  was  obtained  after  the  first  week  in  July. 

The  ice  began  to  move  on  the  25th  of  that  month,  but  did  not  permit  our  Leave  Cambridge  Bay. 
putting  to  sea  until  the  10th  of  August ;  we  then  found  the  straits  free  from 
ice,  until  abreast  of  the  embouchure  of  the  Coppermine  River,  w^here  we  were 
detained  by  it  until  the  23d,  and  on  the  following  day  were  compelled  to  slip  Detained  by  the  ice 
from  our  anchors  twice,  owing  to  heavy  floes  coming  across  the  hawse.  abreast  the  Copper- 

Clerks  Island  was  passed  on  the  28th,  without  our  seeing  it,  and  we  now 
fomid  the  compasses  begin  to  traverse,  and  of  some  use  in  shaping  our  course. 

After  passing  through  a  clear  sea,  we  again  came  in  with  the  ice  off  Cape  again  at  Cape 
Bathurst,  and  had  some  trouble  to  reach  the  land  water,  which  extended  two  ^  ' 
miles  from  the  shore.  On  the  low  point  of  the  Cape  some  Esquimaux  were  seen, 
who,  after  some  hesitation,  put  off  after  us ;  but  being  anxiaus  to  clear  the 
Baillie  Isles  before  dark,  I  did  not  wait  to  communicate.  The  ice  proved  so 
cross  off  Cape  Dalhousie  (affording  a  strange  contrast  to  the  open  sea  we  had 
found  here  at  the  same  period  two  years  previous  )  that  we  could  not  run  during 
the  night.  When  morning  broke  on  the  1st  of  September,  we  pushed  through 
the  pack,  and  reached  a  comparatively  open  sea  (the  temperature  of  which  rose 
to  36°),  and  we  again  experienced  some  difficulty  in  steering  the  ship,  owing  to  the 
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Stopped  by  the  p:ick  undci'tow,  but  succccdc'cl  in  passing  Ilcrsclicll  Island  on  the  5tl) ;  wfjcn  at  mid- 
ofHersSi'iXnd"'^  ^I'K^i^'  ^0  wcTC  ugiiin  sio])])e(l  hy  tlic  pack,  and  a  westerly  wind  occurring,  were 
and  driven  back  to  drivcii  back  in  it  as  far  as  Point  Kay,  from  whence  sorn'.-  natives  came  off,  who, 
Kayroint.  by  their  costume  and  avidity  for  tobacco,  belonged  to  the  Western  or 

Bchring  Straits  tribe.  On  ai)pr()aehing  Manning  Point  the  seconrl  time,  we 
again  iound  the  ice  close,  and  in  attem})ting  to  bore  throngli  a  point  were  fjcset ; 
the  ice,  however,  broke  up  the  following  morning,  and  we  pursued  our  course  to 
the  westward  for  a  short  distance,  when  it  again  became  impracticable,  and  we 
made  fast  to  a  large  floe  aground,  where  we  rode  out  a  strong  breeze  from  the 
eastward,  which  lasted  until  noon  of  the  12th.  On  the  wind  moderating,  the  ice 
slackened  a  little.  Anxious  to  avail  ourselves  of  any  opening,  we  cast  off",  and 
after  a  navigation  rendered  extremely  intricate,  owing  to  the  vast  number  of 
grounded  pieces  of  ice  encumbering  a  circuitous  channel,  through  which  the  ad- 
Reach  Camden  Bay.  mirablc  obcdicnce  of  the  ship  to  her  helm  carried  us,  we  gained  an  open  water  in 
Camden  Bay,  and  again  had  the  satisfaction  of  making  a  straight  course,  at  the 
rate  of  six  knots,  towards  our  destination.  When,  however,  we  arrived  at  the 
■western  extremity  of  the  bay,  the  pack  was  again  found  to  rest  on  the  shoals, 
and  in  attempting  to  round  a  point,  we  got  into  our  owji  drauglit,  and  narrowly 
escaped  the  shore.  I  then  hauled  off,  and  seeing  that  the  pack  was  impervious, 
made  fast  to  a  grounded  floe  in  seven  fathoms  water. 

Our  only  hope  of  extrication  now  was  a  westerly  wind,  which  did  not  occur 
with  sufficient  force  to  separate  the  drifted  pieces  until  the  yoimg  ice  had  made, 
and  it  was  evident  we  "were  fixed  for  the  winter. 
Prozen  in  in  lat.  70°  8'     Obscrvations  placed  us  in  latitude  70"  8' N.,  longitude  145°  29' W.;  our 
N.,  long.  145"  20' w.  position,  although  an  cxposed  oue,  I  felt  every  reason  to  be  satisfied  with,  the 
floe  (the  largest  in  the  neighbourhood)  affording  us  a  breakwater  to  the  eastward, 
and  ensuring  us  protection  so  long  as  it  held  together. 
Occupation  previous  to     As  soou  as  the  icc  admitted  (October  3d),  1  walked  on  shore,  and  found  the 
t.h«  winter.  chain  of  low  sandbanks  2^  miles  distant,  and  the  mainland  4-i,  on  which  was  a 

quantity  of  drift  timber,  of  which  we  immediately  began  to  lay  in  a  supply,  as 
upon  examination  of  the  coals  in  Cambridge  Bay,  it  was  found  that  we  had  not 
taken  on  board  at  Woolwich  the  quantity  of  coals  demanded  by  18  tons.  1  had 
also  to  reduce  the  allowance  of  rum  to  one  half  (viz.  to  the  present  establish- 
ment), and  tea  and  sugar  one  sixth;  the  only  other  article  we  were  in  want  of 
being  oil ;  fortunately  a  large  proportion  of  our  candles  remained,  so  that  event- 
iisilly  we  had  light  sufficient. 

I  attempted  to  get  to  the  eastward,  in  the  hopes  of  opening  a  communication 
with  the  Esquimaux,  but  owing  to  bad  weather  did  not  succeed  in  reaching 
further  than  35  miles  from  the  ship  ;  numerous  summer  huts  were  fallen  in  with, 
but  the  natives  had  all  migrated,  and  we  thus  lost  an  opportunity  of  obtaining 
some  fresh  food  and  their  society,  both  of  which  would  have  been  advantageous 
to  us  during  the  vrinter.  The  occupation  of  bringing  off  wood  was  an  advantage 
until  the  days  became  too  short,  and  the  ship's  compan}'  then  settled  down  to 
their  winter  occupations  with  great  cheerfulness.  With  a  skittle  alle}^,  a  billiard 
room,  and  a  theatre  for  amusement  the  winter  passed  away  more  lively  than 
many  had  hoped  for;  and  a  very  mild  January  contributed  greatly  to  the 
general  health,  which  proved  superior  to  that  of  the  preceding  years. 

A  prevalence  of  bad  weather  in  the  spring  prevented  our  exploring  parties 
leaving  the  ship  until  the  25th  of  April,  when  with  three  sleighs  (two  of  them 
Faihiro  in  an  atieni])!  provisioned  for  6  and  the  other  for  27  days)  I  left  the  ship  with  the  intention  of 
to  irtoceed  to  tiie       j)ushing  to  the  north  in  search  of  land  or  open  water ;  the  road,  however,  proved 
so  very  rough,  that  on  the  third  day  I  had  to  abandon  my  juirpose,  and  return 
to  the  ship,  one  sleigh  breaking  down  ])rcvious  to  our  arrival  on  board. 
A'iMt  to  thcKonian/.ov      111  May,  I  iiiadc  an  excursion  to  the  llomanzov  chain  of  mountains,  and 
MountainK.  rcachcd  a  ridgc  1,600  f(.'et  above  the  sea,  but  a  continuance  of  foggy  weather 

greatly  hindered  our  opcrnl ions,  and  prevented  my  obtaining  the  extensive  view 
I  had  entertained  as  the  ()l)ject  oC  my  tri)).  Ptaimigans  began  to  be  numerous  in 
May,  and  by  establishing  a  house  on  shore,  we  not  only  obtained  a  sufficient 
sii))|)ly  for  the  sick,  but  were  en;d)Ied  to  have  a,  general  issue  of  game  earlier  than 
in  ai)y  f)ther  season. 

On  the  2d  ol'  -Inly,  a,  party  (  !1  in  niunber)  of  I'iSquimaux  arrived  from  the 
eastward  in  1  wo  Ooniiaks,  and  among  Uieni  were  sevej'al  buttons  stanqxxl  in  1852, 
and  intended  for  distribution  along  this  coast,  as  well  as  a.  notice  printed  on 
l)oard  the  Plover,  at  Point  Barrow,  and  dated  July  4th,  1853,  by  which  we 
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learned  tliat  at  that  date  the  Investigator  had  not  been  seen,  and  it  was 
therefore  probable  she  was  shut  up  on  the  west  face  of  Baring  Land  through- 
out the  close  season  of  1852;  and  as  we  had  found  a  much  larger  quantity  of  ice 
about  Cape  Bathurstlast  season  than  in  1851,  it  might  so  happen  that  she  had 
not  been  liberated.  With  this  impression,  I  determined  on  opening  a  communi- 
cation with  Commander  Maguire,  so  as  to  enable  him  to  proceed  at  once  to  the 
southward,  and  collect  a  suflfieient  quantity  of  provisions  to  admit  of  my  return- 
ing to  Baring  Land  this  season.  It  was  not,  however,  until  the  10th,  that  the 
land  water  made  sufficiently  to  permit  a  boat  to  proceed,  when  Lieutenant  Jago 
was  despatched  in  the  whale  boat.  By  dint  of  launching  he  reached  Point  Barrow 
on  the  24th.  The  Plover  by  the  native  account  having  sailed  two  days 
previously,  and  the  boat  being  much  strained,  he  remained  in  the  Plover's  house 
until  our  arrival. 

The  ice  about  the  ship  broke  up  on  the  15th,  but  did  not  permit  our  leaving 
Camden  Bay  until  the  20th,  when  we  had  another  visit  from  the  Esquimaux, 
who  on  this  occasion  brought  several  Indians  with  them.  The  chief  produced 
a  paper  (a  copy  is  enclosed),  dated  Hudson  Bay  Company's  Establishment, 
Fort  Youcon,  June  27th,  1854,  by  which  we  obtained  information  that  the 
Plover  had  passed  the  preceding  winter  at  Point  Barrow.  Being  delayed  by 
westerly  winds,  the  ship  did  not  reach  the  latter  until  the  8th  of  August,  and 
on  picking  up  the  boat,  found  that  the  natives  had  begun  to  disturb  the  caches 
of  provisions.  On  the  12th  of  August,  being  to  the  southward  of  Point  Hope, 
we  fell  in  with  five  American  whalers,  and  communicated  with  the  John  and 
James  Andrews  ;  and  upon  the  following  afternoon  crossed  the  arctic  circle,  but 
owing  to  calms  and  southerly  winds  did  not  reach  Port  Clarence  until  lOh.  30m. 
P.M.,  on  the  21st  of  August,  where  we  found  Her  Majesty's  ship  Rattlesnake, 
and  heard  that  the  Trincomalee  had  sailed  the  same  morning  for  Vancouver 
Island,  and  that  the  Plover  had  returned  to  Point  Barrow  on  the  19th  instant. 

(Signed)       Richaed  Collinson,  Captain, 


,  Description  of  Three  Articles  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Ship  Enterprize, 
which  may  have  belonged  to  the  missing  Expedition. 

No.  1,  a  piece  of  wood,  picked  up  on  the  east  side  of  the  largest  Finlayson 
Island,  latitude  69°  2',  longitude  105°  56'  W,  a  represents  the  upper  side,  51 
inches  long  by  3£  inches  in  its  broadest  part,  f  of  an  inch  thick:  both  ends  are 
broken,  and  worn  apparently  by  being  washed  against  the  rocks.  This  side  has 
been  painted  dark  lead  colour,  and  then  black.  6  is  a  copper  hasp  for  securing 
the  latch  of  a  door,  fastened  on  at  13  inches  from  one  end  by  three  screws ;  on 
it  is  the  Queen's  mark  ^  c,  the  lower  side  of  the  same;  that  part  coloured 
white  being  a  batten  24  inches  long,  2|  wide,  f  thick,  chamferred  at  both  ends, 
as  seen  in  the  side  view  c?,  and  secured  to  the  large  piece  by  copper  nails :  the 
batten  has  been  painted  white,  and  that  portion  coloured  green  in  the  Drawing 
has  had  a  coat  of  that  colour,  and  over  it  subsequently  a  coat  of  white  paint ; 
that  portion  left  uncoloured  is  bare. 

No.  2  is  an  iron  implement,  purchased  from  the  natives  of  Cambridge  Bay, 
Victoria  Island,  in  October  1852.  e,  handle  of  deer's  horn,  f,  iron  implement, 
7  inches  long,  side  view  of  the  same,  showing  the  two  key-holes  ;  the  point, 
h,  has  in  all  probability  been  hammered  to  its  present  shape  by  the  natives. 

No.  3,  an  implement  with  a  mixed  metal  point,  i,  a  deer's  horn  handle. 
k,  musk-ox's  horn  socket.  /,  the  metal  point,  m,  side  view  of  the  same.  On 
the  flat  side,  as  shown  in  the  section,  are  also  faint  traces  of  a  broad  arrow. 

The  metal  is  similar  to  that  of  which  rudder  pintles,  belaying  pins,  and  boat's 
crutches  are  cast  in  the  dockyards. 

Richard  Collinson,  Captain. 
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Copy  of  a  Notice  deposited  on  the  Princess  Koyal  Isles  by 
Commander  M'Clure. 

This  staff  and  cairn  were  erected  by  a  party  from  Her  Majesty's  Discovery 
ship  Investigator,  that  was  beset  in  the  ice  north-east  four  miles  from  it  upon 
the  18th  of  September  1850,  and  wintered  in  the  pack  with  perfect  safety. 

The  N.W.  passage  was  discovered  by  a  travelling  party  across  the  ice  upon 
the  26th  of  October,  in  latitude  73°  31' N.  and  longitude  114°  14'  W. 

There  is  a  depot  of  provisions,  ammunition,  and  a  boat  S.W.  from  this  mark 
upon  the  east  side  of  the  pond. 

Driftwood  may  be  obtained  upon  both  shores  of  the  mainland,  but  it  is  most 
abundant  upon  the  eastern. 

Game  is  plentiful  from  the  first  week  in  May. 

No  intelligence  whatever  has  been  found  which  can  throw  the  least  light  upon 
the  fate  of  the  missing  expedition  under  Sir  John  Franklin. 

Esquimaux  are  to  be  met  with  about  90  miles  to  the  southward  upon  the 
eastern  shore,  who  are  a  friendly  and  simple  tribe. 

The  eastern  shore  is  named  Prince  Albert  Land. 

The  western  shore  is  named  Baring  Land. 

This  strait  is  named  the  Prince  of  Wales. 

Crew  all  well  and  in  excellent  spirits. 

Dated  on  board  Her  Majesty's  Discovery  ship  Investigator,  frozen-in  off 
the  Princess  Royal  Islands,  latitude  72°  50'  N.,  longitude  117°  55'  W.,  15th  of 
June  1851. 

(Signed)  Robert  M'Clure,  Commander. 


Copy  of  a  Notice  deposited  on  the  East  Coast  of  Victoria  Island 

by  Chief  Factor  Rae. 

Latitude  70°  2'  30"  N.,  longitude  101°  18'  W 
August  13tb,  1851. 

A  party  of  ten  men  and  two  officers  of  the  Hudson  Bay  Company 
descended  the  Coppermine  River  in  the  latter  end  of  June,  in  two  boats  ;  found 
a  channel  of  open  water  along  shore  on  the  5th  of  July.  Came  along  the  coast 
eastv/ard  as  far  as  Cape  Alexander  ;  were  detained  there  some  days,  as  the  ice 
in  the  strait  was  still  unbroken,  when  they  crossed  over  by  the  Finlayson 
Islands  to  Victoria  Land,  which  was  found  to  run  nearly  east  to  longitude 
102°  40'  W.,  when  it  turned  up  to  the  north.  Here  is  a  deep  and  irregular- 
shaped  bay,  between  latitude  69°  15',  and  69°  40',  in  longitude  102°  3'  W 
The  boats  were  arrested  by  ice  in  latitude  69°  43'  N.,  and  101°  24'  W.  (?) ;  a 
walking  party  traced  the  coast  35  miles  farther,  nearly  due  north.  The  only 
particular  worthy  of  notice  was  an  island,  seen  about  five  miles  long  and  four 
miles  from  the  shore.  Much  of  the  ice  was  still  unbroken,  and  was  pressed 
close  to  the  shore  by  a  continuance  of  north-easterly  winds,  which  will  probably 
make  our  return  difficult.  As  far  as  regards  the  object  of  the  expedition  (a 
search  for  Sir  J.  Franklin  and  party),  we  were  quite  unsuccessful. 

(Signed)       John  Rae,  Chief  Factor,  H.B.C.^ 
Commanding  Expedition. 

Note. — To-morrow  I  return  to  the  boats. — J.R. 


Copy  of  a  Paper  received  from  the  Chief  of  the  Rat  Indians  in  Camden  Bay, 

on  the  20th  of  July,  1854. 

Fort  Youcon,  June  27th,  1854. 

The  printed  slips  of  paper  delivered  by  the  officers  of  H.M.S.  Plover, 
on  the  25th  of  April  1854,  to  the  Rat  Indians,  were  received  27th  June  1854,  at 
the  Hudson  Bay  Company's  Establishment,  Fort  Youcon ;  supposed  latitude 
66°  N.,  longitude  7°  55'  W.  The  Rat  Indians  are  in  the  habit  of  making 
periodical  trading  excursions  to  the  Esquimaux  along  the  sea-coast.  They  are 
a  harmless,  inoffensive  set  of  Indians,  ever  ready  and  willing  to  render  every 
assistance  they  can  to  Whites. 

(Signed)       W.  Lucas  Hardisty, 

Clerk  in  Charge. 


Captain  Collinson,  C.B.,  to  the  SEcnETAny  of  the  Admiralty. 


Her  Majesty's  Ship  Enterprise,  Port  Clarence, 
Sir,  September  Htli,  J 8.04. 

In  accordance  with  my  letter  transmitted  by  H.M.S.  Rattlesnake,  on  the 
22d  ultimo,  I  left  this  port  on  that  date,  reached  Point  Barrow  upon  the  28th, 
the  Plover  having  arrived  the  same  morning.  After  communicating  and 
obtaining  despatches,  we  returned  and  anchored  here  on  the  8th  instant.  Having 
completed  water,  and  taken  a  quantity  of  provisions  and  extra  stores  which  their 
Lordships  had  caused  to  be  put  on  board  that  vessel  for  our  use,  it  is  my 
intention  to  proceed  as  soon  as  the  wind  will  admit  to  Hongkong,  and  from 
thence  to  England.  The  Plover  being  very  leaky  in  her  topsides,  and  there 
being  no  pitch  wherewith  to  caulk  her,  1  have  directed  Commander  Maguire  to 
call  at  Honolulu  instead  of  San  Francisco,  on  his  passage  to  Valparaiso,  as  he 
will  thereby  avoid  the  heavy  gales  of  wind  which  prevail  at  this  season  on  the 
N.W.  coast  of  America. 

The  caches  left  by  Commander  Trollope  having  been  disturbed  by  the  natives, 
all  the  provisions  have  been  removed.  The  Herald's  decked  pinnace,  with 
her  gear  complete  (the  latter  buried  under  her  bows),  has  been  left  upon  the 
beach,  and  with  the  excellent  house  erected  by  the  Rattlesnake  may  prove 
serviceable  in  the  event  of  any  of  the  whale  ships  being  shipwrecked. 

The  wintering  of  the  two  vessels  in  these  seas  has  been  productive  of  a  most 
friendly  feeling  among  the  Esquimaux,  and  will,  I  have  little  doubt,  leave  a 
lasting  impression.  More  particularly  has  the  judicious  conduct  of  Commander 
Maguire  effected  a  total  change  in  the  inhabitants  of  Point  Barrow  and  its 
neighbourhood,  which,  now  that  the  fishery  is  opened  to  that  point  (five  vessels 
in  consequence  of  my  recommendation  having  fished  off  there  with  success  this 
season),  and  in  all  probability  it  will  be  carried  in  fortified  vessels  to  the 
Mackenzie,  will  prove  of  great  importance  to  the  safety  and  health  of  the  crews 
employed,  not  only  with  respect  to  supplies,  but  ensuring  safety  and  trans- 
mission along  the  coast  in  the  event  of  any  disaster.  On  meeting  the  Enter- 
prize  to  the  east  of  the  Colvile,  the  Point  Barrow  people  produced  venison  and 
geese,  saying  they  had  been  told  by  Maguire  to  bring  them  to  us. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Richard  Collinson,  Captain. 


Captain  Collinson,  C.B.,  to  the  Secretary  of  the  Admiralty. 

Her  Majesty's  Ship  Enterprize,  Hong  Kong, 
Sir,  November  9th,  1854. 

I  have  the  honour  to  acquaint  you  that  Her  Majesty's  ship  under  my 
command  arrived  here  on  the  1st  instant,  after  a  passage  of  44  days  from  Port 
Clarence,  The  ship's  company  are,  I  am  happy  to  say,  enjoying  the  same 
degree  of  health  as  when  we  left  the  ice. 

The  extra  stores  and  comforts  which  were  obtained  from  the  Rattlesnake 
and  the  Plover  have,  I  have  no  doubt,  contributed  to  this  effect,  and  I  hope 
to  pass  through  the  Tropics  without  their  suffering  so  much  as  might  be 
expected  from  change  of  climate. 

After  a  stay  of  a  fortnight,  it  is  my  intention  to  proceed  to  the  Cape  of  Good 
Hope  by  the  Straits  of  Sunda. 

I  have,  &c. 
(Signed)       Richard  Collinson,  Captain. 


Captain  W.  A.  B.  Hamilton  to  Captain  Collinson,  C.B. 

Sir,  Admiralty,  November  8tli,  1854. 

I  have  received  and  laid  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Admiralty 
your  letter  of  the  22d  August  last. 

Tlic!  intelligence  it  contains  of  the  safe  arrival  of  the  Enterprize,  under  your 
conniimid,  at  Port  Clarence,  relieves  ray  Lords  of  great  anxiety,  and  has  been 
received  by  them  with  much  satisfaction. 

I  am,  &c. 
(Signed)       W.  A.  B.  Hamilton. 
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.  A  COMPENDIUM 

OF  THE 

Travelling  OperatioiNS  during  the  Spring  of  1853  by  the  Officers  and  Crews  of 
Her  Majesty's  Ship  "  Resolute  "  and  Tender  "  Intrepid,"  Captain  Henry 
Kellett,  C.B.,  commanding  the  Western  Branch  of  the  Arctic  Searching 
Expedition  under  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight  C.B.  ;  compiled  from 
official  Documents,  and  respectfully  inscribed  to  his  Captain,  bv  George 
F.  M'Dougall,  Master  of  H.M.S.  Resolute." 
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A  Compendium  of  tho  Tuavkm.ino  Oi'erations  during  the  Si'hixg  of  18.13  by  the  Ofi'ickuh  and  Cs 
of  the  Akctic  Seakciiino  Expedition  under  Captain  Siu  Edwaud  Bklciieii,  Knight  C.Ii, ;  (ujtnt 

Nole. — The  Wordo  and  Figurc-g  printed  io  lu 


NAMES  AND  RANK  OF  PAltTY. 


Sledge, 
dixtinguiiilifng 
Flag  and  Motto. 


Direction 
of 
Kout«. 


Dlltt! 
of 
Jeariug 

and 
reiurn. 


Ndmbkii 

OK 
]>AVB. 


T  I M  E. 


HOI.Jtl.Y  l>IVIilIUN 

')!•  Day. 


'J'JIA- 
VEU/INO. 


Ek- 

CAMPKD. 


AiMTBAcr  or  JoL'Bxer,  II.bI 


Teavkllixc. 


KSCAMrBD.  I 


Bedford  Pim. 
Joseph  Parr. 
Joseph  Gibson. 
Thos.  Nortbouse. 


Lieut. 
Gun.  Mt. 
C.  Mate. 

A.B. 


A.B. 

A.B. 
P.R.M. 
IceQ.M. 


.John  Babbow. 


John  M'Lean. 
Henry  Ricliards. 
William  Hannan. 
John  Silvey. 


To  proreeil  to  the  Briy 
of  Morey»  Baring 
Irtland,  and  thence 
throu  rh  the  Prince 
O'  Wiiles  Strait  t'l 
Nel'on's  Ilc'til.  for 
traces  ot  lixpeJition 
under  Cap. Cotlmson. 

Provisions  S8  days. 


VTm.T.  Domville. 
Bohert  Hoile. 
£manuel  Bidgood. 


Richard  Roche. 

Mate. 

A.B. 

James  Cornelius. 

Bn.Mt. 

A.B. 

Philip  Thomas. 

C.  F.  Cas. 

Serg. 

Thomas  Manson. 

A.B. 

A.B. 

William  Power. 

A.B. 

Surgeon. 
Sail. 
A.B. 


Aiid« 
Esquimaux 
Dogs. 


JaU£S  t'lTilAUE3. 


'  Deo  Vnlante.' 


As  depotanil  despatch 
sleiye  toaijove  party, 
as  far  as  Bay  o; 
Mercy  ;  then  return 
with  news. 

Provisions  35  dayi. 


Uari-h  in. 
April  ■11). 


Ml 


vlarchin. 
April  iJf. 


360 


William  Culver, 
George  Bell. 
Richard  Hobbs. 
William  Savage. 


Beauty. 


'  Mnn  Dien  e«t  ma  Roche 


To  act  as  auxiliary  to 
above  parties,  fur 
three  outward  jour- 
nies  ;  then  to  return. 

Provisions  10  days. 


March  10. 
ilarch  20. 


Henry  Kellett. 
William  Johnson. 
James  Cornelius. 
Frederick  Brooks. 


Capt. 
C.  F.  Cas. 
Bn.  Mt. 
Cap.  Cxn. 


Caulk. 
A.B. 
Serg. 
Cxn.  Pin, 


Thomas  St.  Croix. 
John  Halloran. 
Richard  Hobbs. 
William  Kluth. 


Ebik. 


'  Auxiliiim  ab  AHoJ 


To    assist  overland 
parties,  and  advance 
depot  sleJge  IbrH.E. 
party. 
Captain's  own. 

Provisions  iO  days. 


April  4. 
April  '1-f. 


F.  L.  M'Clintock. 
George  Green. 
Henry  Giddy. 
John  Salmon. 
Rich-ard  Kit.fOn. 


Commr. 
IceQ.M. 
B31.  Mt. 
Cap.  For. 


A.B. 

A.B. 
Pr.  R.M. 
P.R.M. 


John  Drew. 
Richard  Warne. 
John  Hiells. 
Jeremiah  Shaw. 


Stab  op  the  North. 


Cross  Melville  Island 
to  Hecla  and  Griper 
Bay,  thence  explore 
to  the  N.W. 

Provisions  gs  days. 


April  4. 
Jnhj  -fS. 


14J 


Kmile  De  Bray. 
John  Cleverly. 
Samuel  r^ean. 
U'ibort  0;innicIift. 
William  Walker. 
Thomas  Ilai-tncU. 


Gun.  Mt. 
Car.  Mt. 

A.B. 

A.B. 

A.B. 


Lea.  Sto. 
G.R.  Stw. 

Stoker. 

Stoker. 

P.R.M. 


James  Miles. 
Alex.  Johnson. 
John  Coombes. 
Joseph  Smithers. 
Thomas  Hood. 


As  auxiliary  to  Com- 
ma-vler  M*Clintock, 
N. W.Melville  Island 
route. 

Provisions  .50  days. 


'  By  Faith  and  Courace." 


April  4. 
May  -tS. 


14j 


'.'^orgeF.  Mecham 
.1-  iricK  Tullctt. 

uii  Wcatherall. 
Clmrleii  Niabott. 


Lieut. 
Bn.  Mt. 
A.B. 
A.B. 


A.B. 

A.B. 
Pr.K.M. 
Pr.K.M. 


.Joshua  Butler. 
Thomas  Manson. 
Wjn.  Humjihrios. 
Samuel  RogorH. 


"  Per  Mare, 
per  Terram.  [)or  Gbiolom.' 


To  explore  the  S.W. 
Coast  of  Melville  Is- 
lanil,  and  any  now 
lands  beyond. 

Provisions  <)^^  days. 


April  4. 
July  6. 


.  ({0  H.  Nnrcn. 
h'tfriim  .Joy. 

<  .i  or((e  K«lly. 


Mftl<!. 

IceQ.M, 
C.  M.  T. 
O.  F.  T. 


Cap.  Hid. 

A.l!. 

A.B. 
I'r.R.M. 


.Jan.  JjO  Pctnnral. 
William  Oriniths. 
William  Savaf{0. 
William  Bailey. 


B.V.  Ilnmllt'in. 
Qvmt  Murray. 
iom^'h  Mnrnu. 
William  Colvlll". 


Mout 
IioQ.M.! 
Hh.Cli.  : 
I'.lkmr.  ! 


Coopor. 
A.IJ. 

A.n. 

Ilonp. 
It.M.A. 


Abrnliafn  Hurry. 
Jolin  C'lrKlilan. 
Tliomnii  Wllnoii. 
Oavld  Itooii, 


PliUSiiVEKANCi;. 


'  l)um  uplro  »poro.' 


As  flopot  sIciIro  io 
f.icut.  M<!clia?n  on 
S.W.  ( 'oast  of  Mel- 
ville Islanil. 

Provisions  60  dayit. 


April 
June  ■). 


Horn. 


'  I  wntjili  for  yniip  roliini." 


To  ndvniu'ii  depftt.  for 
N.IO,  IMi^Ml  o  IsbiMil, 
niiilii  iii  nMH  tl  I'  Iniiil 
l.i>''llui'Iaiinil(Jripni" 
Bay. 

Vrovitlom  l6  days. 


April  -1. 
April  17. 


Ml 


HI} 


1 
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Ctto  ler  Majesty's  Ship  "Resolute"  and  Tender  "Intrepid,"  Captain  H'enky  Kellett,  C.B.,  commanding  the  Western  Branch 
I  official  Documents,  and  respectfully  inscribed  to  lils  Captain,  by  George  F.  M'Dougall,  Master  of  H.M.S.  "Resolute." 

written  with  Eed  Ink  in  tlic  Original. 


Jiest  Position 
attained ; 

Dats 
Teaching  it, 
&c. 


II 


DISTANCE. 


MILE3  TBAVELLED. 

Geogkaphical— Sr.i  tute. 


G  A  M  E. 
Pbocubed— 5jE£;v. 


METEOROLOGY. 


Temp. 


EEMARKS,  &c. 


ly  of  afercy. 
It.  74"  G'  N". 

g.  ir/o  56'  \r. 

nr.  1U30  E. 


April  G. 


155 
iS-t 


370 

m 


8'3 


U-2 

■12'$ 


Lieutenant  Pirn's  sledge  being  disabled  on  2!)th 
jVlfirch,  when  about  *2i»  miles  S.W.  of  Cape  Uuu- 
das,  he  transferred  his  party  to  Dr.  Domville, 
and  proceeded  witii  the  do^'  sledge  to  the  Hay  of 
Mercy,  where  t-,e  "  Investicrator,"  Commander 
M'Clurc,  was  found  on  the  (ith  April. 


■nilcs  S.W.  of 
ipe  Dundas. 

March  2D. 


Cape  Dundas, 
r  order,  from 
pril  9  to  \i. 


Dr.  Domville,  with  Lieutenant  Pirn's  party  and 
disabled  sledtre.  did  not  re.ich  Cape  DunJajs  until 
!)th  April ;  after  waitin,<?  Kve  days,  he  was  joined 
by  Lieu:enant  l-'ini,  on  his  homeward  mute,  with 
news  of  Investiiiator."  Dr.  Dom"ilie,  taking 
charge  of  the  dogs,  was  the  hrst  to  communicata 
the  news. 


liles  South  of 
oint  Hearne. 

March  IG. 
Hnco  to  the  ship 


.bout  midway 
twepn  the  ship 
nd  Ilecla  and 
Griper  Bay, 


April  7. 


10'.5 
^2-  / 


8-3 


Mr.  Boche  accompanied  tha  above  parties  to  about 
Ave  mile.-i  south  of  Point  Hearne.  After  placing 
a  depot  on  the  Point,  he  returned  to  the  ship  on 
the  20th  Wajch,  on  which  day  snow  was  first 
observed  to  dissolve. 


The  firat  dee  was  eeeu  by  this  [party  on  the 
April. 


lint  M'Clintock, 
rince  Patriclt 

Island. 
,at.  77°  23'  K. 
iUg.  US"  20'  "W. 


'une  17  and  18. 


198 

23g 


1148 
■/J3S 


IVO 


ive 


'ape  De  Bray, 
lelville  Island, 
at.  76"^  10'  K. 
bug.  116°  45'  W. 


May  2. 


381 
44.0 


TO 
$-0 


WO 


230 

SS3 


June  21 
June  Si 


At  Point  Nias  noticed  mai-lis  of  Parry's  cart-wheel.i 
in  J820.  No  traces  whatever  of  either  Esquimaux 
or  bears.  Part  of  a  driit  tree  found  near  Point 
Eeed,  2/  feet  long  and  7  in  circumference  at  base. 
No  appearance  of  open  water  to  the  north  of 
Patrick's  Island. 


3Iay  e 


Mr.  De  iBray  observed  a  solitary  hare  in  a  natura 
cavern  near  Point  Nias;  no  others  were  seen. 
Pools  of  water  and  sludge  ice  fallen  in  with  in 
latitude  76°  30'  N.  on  the  8th  May  ;  Mr.  De  Bray 
lalling  into  one  of  the  pools  sunk  up  to  his  middle. 
On  the  12th  May  John  Coombes,  Stoker,  fell  dead 
upon  the  fioe. 


Prince  Patrick 

Island. 
Lat.  77'^  6'  N. 
ong.  120°  30'  W. 


May  29. 


210 

24a 


1006 
■tiCS 


10-7 
■t2'S 


11-7 
iS.S 


7Ms 


220 
350 


On  Prince  Patrick  Island,  about  10'  from  the  sea, 
several  larch  ti'ces  were  found  partly  buried  in  the 
soil.  At  and  near  Cape  Manning  pieces  of  de- 
cayed wood  were  picked  up.  At  Cape  Smytli  was 
seen  a  perfectly  white  musk  ox  grazing  beside  a 
black  calf. 


Cape  Nares. 
srlintoun  Island. 
Lat.  7.5"  82'  N. 
ong.  119°  30'  yf. 

Var.  107°  E. 


Mays 


9'3 
iO'g 


10-6 
i2'4 


220 
S50 


A  few  pieces  of  petrified  wood  were  found  on  south 
shore  of  Eglintoun  Island,  in  one  iilace  onlv. 
The  floe  in  Liddon's  Gulf  apiieared  to  have  been 
there  for  years,  bein"  composed  of  one  mass  of 
rounded  hillocks.  The  line  of  route  between 
Melville  and  Eglintoun  Islands  was  over  old  icu 
similar  to  that  in  Liddon's  Gulf. 


„  South  shore  of 
^leela  and  Griper 

Bay. 
Lat.  75°  30'  N. 
Lone.  lOD"  40'  W. 
Var.  154  E. 


April  ]3. 


T7 


10-0 


The  march  across  the  land  was  very  fatiKuing  in 
consequence  of  the  quantity  of  fresh  fallen  snow 
Detained  in  tents  by  a  N.VV.  gale  from  7th  April 
to  the  11th.  Temperature  varying  from  16°  to 
25°  mmus,  being  5°  lower  than  the  temperature 
on  boanl,  .attributed  to  being  600  feet  above  the 
level  of  the  sea. 


6  F  2 
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Compendium  of  Travellmg  Operations  during  the  Spring  of  1853  by  the  Ofllcerg  aad  Crew*  of  Iler  Majeuty'g  Kliip  "  Resolute  "  and  Tttodur  "  Lti 


NAMES  AND  i;ANK  OF  I'AItTV. 


Jlit'hnril  Hoc-he. 

AVilliam  Mumford. 
"^Villiam  (lOf'ord. 


J{.  T.  II:imilton. 
(ieorgo  Murray. 
Jtob.  Hojle. 
William  Silvey. 


1  - 

A. I!. 

G.  Furc. 

A.B. 

C.  Crew. 

A.B; 

Off.  Cllc. 

U.  M.  A. 

Lieut. 
Ice  Q.  M. 
Sailmkr. 
Ice  Q.  M. 


Hlc'(l^e, 
tliHtinguitililn^ 
Klag  ami  Motto. 


ul' 
Jtoulc 


Blkamtb 
A.l!. 
A.B. 

Coi-poi'.il 

l^.  M.  A. 


William  (lulrcr. 
AViiliam  Power. 
George  Bell. 
Thus.  BainliriJg< 


William  Colvnie. 
Thomas  M'ilson. 
John  C'oghlan. 
David  llmf. 


"  IVIon  Dien  PHt  ma  Kotfhe.' 


Hope. 


"  I  watch  for  your  return.' 


To  place  depot  for  X.  !■' . 
party  on  Cape  Mudgc, 
then  return. 

Pfuvtithitti  2i  tltiijft. 


C'roHB  the  land  to  Tlcrla 
and  Griper  ll.-iy,  and 
explore  N.IC.  toward^ 
rendezvous  in  Lnt. 
77° N.  Lonf.  lOJO  W. 

Provinions  yo  iluyit. 


1)1' 
Icnvii))/ 

II  mi 
riliirii. 


MUMIIKU 

oy 

J>AYH. 


April  I. 
April  2ii. 


10} 


T  I  M  J. 


ll»l,'UI,r  DlVIKlUH 


TUA- 

V>.1,(,IK<, 


April  27. 

June  so. 


AnnruAH'r  vr  JttviiKt.r,  | 


TUiVKhhlHII, 

li; 


=  11 -Hi  III 
WIS,  ^- k 


C 

i  1 1 


ij.  F.  M'KBusall. 
William  Ibbets'. 
William  Johnson. 
James  Cornelius. 


Jlaster.. 
Engineer. 
C.  F.  Cas, 
1!.  Mate. 


FllAZEU. 


A.B, 
Cxn.  Pin. 
CauUier. 

A.B. 


John  M'ljcan. 
William  Kluth. 
Thomas  St.  Croix. 
John  Ilalloran. 


To  assist  above  party 
across  the  land_  to 
Hecla  and  Griper 
Bay. 

Provisiom  l6  i.hjj'^. 


April  '17. 
May  6. 


*  Itespice  finem 


\\\  T.  Domville. 
James  Wilkie. 
■Jtichai'd  Ilobbs. 
Thomas  Xorthouso. 


John  Dyek. 


surgeon, 
lee  Q.  M. 
.Sergeant. 
A.B. 


A.B. 
A.B. 
Pr.  E.  M 
A.B. 


Henry  I'ichards. 
George  Bell. 
William  Ilannan. 
Emanl.  Bridgood. 


'  Varia  sed  Vera." 


To  proceed  to  Bay  of 
Mercy,  and  hold  a 
medical  survey  on 
oHicers  and  crew  ol' 
"  Investigator." 

Provisions  i6  days. 


May  5. 
June-  -10. 


Mi 


Jliehard  Koche. 
Samuel  Cresswell. 
Kobert  Wynniatt. 
Thomas  Chandler. 
Phihp  Thomas. 
.\lex.  Thompson. 
Henry  Smith. 


Mate. 

Lieut. 

Lieut. 
Boatsn. 
C.F.Cas, 
Off.  Clk. 


Cooper. 
C.  Mate. 

A.B. 

A.B. 

A.B. 
R.  M.  A. 
1'.  R.  M. 


Abraham  Surrey. 
William  Goodey. 
William  Culver. 
William  Power. 
James  Jeffreys. 
Thos.  Bainbridge. 
John  Harbonrn. 


^  Afon  Dieu  e.st  ma  Roche.' 


To  proceed  to  the 
"  North  Star "  at 
Beechey  Isl.'ind,  and 
thence  eomnumicate 
with  Sir  Edward 
Belcher. 

Provisions  S4  days. 


May  5. 
June  -f. 
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furliard  Itocbe. 
Alcr.  Thompson. 


Mate. 
Off.  Clk. 


And  five 
Estiuimaux  dogs. 


Beauty. 


"  Mnn  Dieu  est  ma  Roche." 


To  return  to  ''Resolute" 
with  letters  from 
Fntfland  and  de- 
6i)atches  from  Com- 
mander Pullen. 

Prtyvi&ions  days. 


June  i. 
June  iS. 


Win.  II.  Richards. 
William  Dean. 
.Fof:Cph  Parr. 


Clerk  in 
Charj-'c. 
Caipcntr. 

Gun.  Mt. 


And  five 
Esquimaux  dogs. 


'  Tonjonrs  l*r6t. 


To  arrange  and  com- 
plete depot  at  Fi*c 
Harbour,  cut  ships' 
names  on  sandstone. 

Provisions  7  days. 


May  S). 
May  ■IS. 


Ilcdford  rim. 
James  ComcliuB. 
.fojcph  I'arr. 
.|tjt<.  Bacon. 


'  .corj  c  Narcr. 
'I  hoiiinii  Joy. 
(Iiomni  Wc, I. 


Lieut. 
Bt.  Mt. 
Gun.  Mt. 
Kb.  (;ik. 


Cox.  V. 
C.  Crew. 
Off.  Clk, 
A.B. 


William  KJuth. 
William  Mumford 
William  Goford. 
.Tohn  Ilalloran. 


-Male. 
IcofJ. 
C.  M.  T. 


A.B. 
().  R.  RW 


Willinin  Walhi 
Alex.  Johnson, 


<..  V.  M'DonKBlI, 

^tnlll^•r. 

A. 11. 

'1  Iioii.  >^*irthorinn. 

.lainei  VVbllll^ 

Icn  Q,  M. 

A.  11. 

flcor^r  (JibliH. 

U'llllnin  (irili:ili«. 

A. II. 

A.B. 

Mr  nry  itlclinrilr. 

Jiitin  M'I.<-nn. 

A. 11. 

JSiUilCUISUN. 


Crofl.-i  land  with  onrt, 
(111(1  advance  witli 
dfipOt  tor  Coil)  maniler 
M'ClinttJck  io  Caiic 
Firther. 


'  Iliipe  on,  TIopo  rvor, 


May  10. 
Jum:  S. 


rjiJlSJCVlJllANUi;. 


Oonvey  cniii  frmn 
Winlrr  lliirlumr  In 
l,i(l(lnTrrt  Cuir  I'ov 
iJi'iil.  Mcc'hiini*H 
ruliii  I). 

J'VuVitl'oilM  -/v  <lfl]/.t. 


Juno  .T. 

,/uiic  -1  .'i 


Til  run  mor,  dUtaiito 
I  iiUvriMi  Hliip  and 
VViiitdr-  llnvliiiui'. 
I'ii>ii  lip  iii'l.U'lrK  lull 
l.yhr.  I)  vill.-S.W  . 

J'fui'inintit*  1'i  dn\)n. 


Jniin  M. 


Ac//c. — TIk!  JbVrce  employed  on  the  ubovo  (Service  uuiountctl  to  84  Ofiicere  aud  Mua  and  10 
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iptain  Henry  Kellett,  commanding  the  Western  Brancli  of  the  Arctic  Searching  Expedition  under  Captain  Sir  Edward  Belcher,  Knight  C.B.  —  continued. 


thast  Position 
iittained ; 
Date 
f  rcacliing  it, 


DISTANCE. 


Miles  travelled. 
Geographical— Sr^  tuts. 


GAME. 


93 


METEOKOLOGY. 


Temp. 


H  E  M  A  It  K  S,  tc. 


rape  jrudse. 
Vt.  76°  51' jr. 

.  110=  12'  VV. 

.  154°  East. 


April  17. 


lAppniuteii 
KenJezTou*. 
It.  7G°  88'  X. 
|g.  104°  BV  \Y. 


May  28. 


115 

■/S3 


7'0 


10-0 


ImiJe^  K.  of 

Voint  Ke«d, 
lla  and  Griper 
Bay. 


By;  of  ^fercy, 
Vring  l!*hind. 
May  21. 


piiied  oil  board 
3  days. 


43 

i  50 


100 

-/'/S'C 


wo 


12'0 


170 


IVl 


us 

l6'5 


155 
■119 


11-0 


forth  StJir, 
Bchey  IsliMid. 


June  1. 


fiturned  on 
|d  "  Resolute  ' 
ter  44  days 
absence. 


June  18. 


278 


340 
353 


342 
393 


15' 6 


11-8 

ia-6 


13'9 


25-4 
29-3 


27 


"(2  Bears.) 


38S 


May  1 

Jimc  '/7 


iMay  18 


(3  Bears.) 


June  7 


Capo  Mud^,'e  C  musk  oxen  were  scon.  Sir. 
Roche  «liot  one  and  sevei'ely  wounded  anotlier; 
.  (the  latter  was  found  a  few  weeks  afterwards  by 
i.ieutenant  Ilaniilton's  party,  but  the  tiesh  was 
nntit  t^*  use).  The  southern  slope  was,  at  tltif 
early  i»eriod,  covered  in  many  jjioces  wiih  moss. 
-Vpril  21st,  lirst  ptarutiyan  seen  on  south  shore  <>r 
.Hechi  and-Giiper  Bay. 


A  deer  was  observed^(;^osbi^^g  fi'tini  Uamilton  l6lan<l 
to  ('ape  lsicl;ards.  Lieutenant:  Hamilton  fell  in 
with  (>oininander  Kichards  of  11,,M.  Ship  Assis- 
tance," on  the  18th  May,  about  5  miles  S.E.  oC 
CUiiio  Eirdi.TijKts,  and  from  thence  proceeded  to 
reu(tezvous.  AVatcr-fowl  and  gulls  breeding  in 
rji\jn(;fiion  return. 


Accompanied  Lieutenant  liarailton  across  the  land 
to  Hccla  and  Griper  Bay.  5  deer  were  seen 
crossihg  over  towards  f  lapc  Sludjre. 

Beturned  from  Hecia  and  Gri])cr  Bay  in  2.3  hours; 
two  and  one  third  marches. 


Heavy  rain  fell  at  "  Investigator"  on:  the  18th  May. 
Water  found  on  tlie  laud  the  same  day.  C!oaI 
cliffs  found  !)  miles  S.E.  of  Cape  Hamilton,  at  an 
elevation  of  4f>0  feet.  JVIusk  oxen  and  hares  very 
numerous  on  jMelvjlle  Island  on  return.  No  car- 
nivora  seen;  and  remains  of  musk  oxen  left  at 
Cape  Dundas  two  months  pry  viims  untouched. 


Sludgy  ice  was  first  observed  near  Point  Frazer  ou 
the  24tli  ilay,  and  water  the  following  day  near 
Cape  Capel.  2  musk  oxen  killed,  and  deer  seen 
on  Byam  ilartin  Island.  One  deer  killed,  and 
many  more  seen  on  Baker  Island.  Ducks  first 
seen  near  Cape  JIartyr,  -'3th  May.  Betirs 
numerous. 


June  5th.  A  large  crack  was  observed  near  Cape 
Hotham  ;  average  width  fi  feet.  'Ihe  bears  (2  full 
grown  and  1  cub)  killed  on  this  journey  were 
brought  to  bay  by  the  dogs.  Deer  observed  on 
Baker  and  Moore  Island.  A  little  sleet  on  the 
7th  June. 


lint  Heai'ne. 
May  12. 


14'G 
■16'Q 


WO 


Lost  one  of  the  dogs  that  had  strayed  from  the  tent 
during  a  gale  of  wind. 


Jape  Fisher, 
lla  and  Griper 
Ba.v. 


8-C. 
9'9 


11'2 

■tr9 


During  a  detention  at  Point  Eeed,  communicated 
with  Commander  Richards  of  H.M.S.  "Assis- 
tance," on  his  way  to  the  "  Res(}lute  "  for  the 
purpose  of  communicating  with  Captain  Kellett. 
C'.B.  Took  Parry's  record  from  cairn  on  Point 
Is'ias,  and  dug  for  corns,  hut  none  were  found. 


iHnuth  of 

Ty's  Lagoon, 
lit.  75i>  7'  N. 
B.  111°  30'  W. 


June  9. 


125 

■Itfi 


11-2 

■IZ-9 


11-2 


On  reerossing  the  land  from  Liddon's  Gulf  the  snon 
was  fiwt  disappearing  from  the  land  on  the  south 
coiist;  such  was  not  the  case  in  Liddon's  Gulf,  for 
no  appearance  of  a  thaw  was  perceived.  The 
party  were  enabled  to  obtain  a  tresh  meal  of 
ptarmigan  daily.  Water  had  made  close  to  f'.c 
shore,  but  not  on  the  outside  ice. 


I  miles  S.W. 
Point  Hearne. 


June  18. 


105 


10'5 


1G"1 
4S-S 


150 
300 


Found  lemmings  innumerable  at  Winter  harbour. 

Variation  at  Parry's  obtervatory  1324"  E.,  difieriji" 

from  that  found  in  1820  by  5". 
Off  Cape  Bounty  several  large  holes  were  observed. 

Returning,  the  men  were  wading  throiiL'h  extensil  e 

pools  of  water,  often  rcaehing  as  high  as  the 

middle. 


18  Officers  and  Men,  allowing  the  Power  of  2i  Dogs  to  be  equal  to  that  of  1  Man. 
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Abstract  of  TiiAVKLLma  OpEitATioNh  lor  Autujun  1852  and  .Spuing  1^53. 
Nulc.  Tlic  Words  and  Figures  printed  in  Italicn  -were  written  with  Ited  Ink  in  the  Original. 


Officers'  Names. 


lllUllv. 


Uaya  absent, 


travel  ; 
Ocograpliical. 
Statute. 


Now  Coast 

Lino  J 
Gcograpliicul, 
Htululc. 


Clame  procured  traveUing; 
Autumn  185iir       Sitriny  ■mni. 


Quantity 
of 

Mcutiri  VoH, 


r-i  ♦>> 

I  i- 


H 

si 

i  g 


■SI'S. 


Henry  Kelletfc 


I?.  L.  M'Clintock  - 


Gteo.  P.  Mecliam  - 


Bedford  Pirn 


B.  V.  Hamilton 


Geo.  F.M'Dougall- 


Wm.  T.Domville 


liich.  Eoche 


Geo.  S.  Nares 


Emile  De  Bray 


Wm.  H.  EicUards 


Oapt. 


Coil). 


Lieut. 


Lieut. 


Lieut. 


Master 


Surgeon 


Mate 


Mate 


Eiiseigne 

de 
Vaisseau 


Clerk  in 
Charge 


lo; 


17 


16 


17 


68 


19 


76i 


78-1 


45 


117 


791 


19 


76; 


78i 


94 


r,o  m 

as  OS 


62 


51  5\ 


Totals 


Geani)  Totai, 


26c 


11-18 


18'i 


1006 

n6. 


205 


900 
iOSg 


17! 


SO 


SSO 


1190 


900 
iOjg 


7411 

snBS 


1550  68 

-I70O  77 


1618 
iS6y 


20 


26 


^4 


159 


15 


18 


185 

«7.5 


188 
^56 


16S 


'ISt^ 


-tSSQ 


iOS6 


2 


75 


543 


6637 


1629 


1430 


384 


304 


154 


1239 


1086 


306 


6637 


22 


During  the  Autumn  18G2 
Com.  M'Clititwk  eroeiicd 
the  land  to  "  tlecla  aad 
Griper  Bay"  v.  ith  Spring 
dep6ts. 


26 


Lieut.  Mecham  carried 
out  a  dep<')t  to  South 
Shore  of  Liiidon's  Gulf 
for  operations  iu  Spring. 


This  officer  laid  out  a 
dep6t  for  Spring  travel- 
ing near  Capt;  Provi- 
dence. 


Lieut.  Hamilton  placed 
a  dep6t  near  Cape  Vto- 
vidence,  in  readings  for 
the  Spring. 


B«mained  on  }x)ard  the 
ship  to  perform  execu- 
tive duty. 


As  second  to  Lieut.  Pirn's 
Bank's  land  party;  af- 
terwards repaired  on 
board  "  Investigator"  to 
hold  medical  survey. 


Laid  out  dep6t  on  Cape 
Mudge,  and  left  for 
Beechey  with  party ;  re- 
turned with  letters,  &c. 
from  Com.  Pullen. 


Accompanied  L.  Mecham 
as  auxiliary  iu  the  Au- 
tumn of  1852  and  Spring 
of  1853. 


As  second  to  Lieut.  Pim 
in  Autumn  of  1852,  and 
in  the  same  capacity  to 
Com.  M'Clintock  1853. 


Sent  to  arrange  and  shift. 
dep6ts,  and  out  names 
of  ship  and  tender  on 
sandstone  boulder. 


61 


10 


Game  List. 
From     September  1852  to  9th  Septombor  1853. 
Musk  Oxnn  .... 
Itfindeer  ... 
llarcB  ..... 


Beard 

Wolven 

Foxe.i 

JiOinmlngH 

I'tarniigan 

Oecdo 

UuukK 

l'lov(!r 

llawkH 

OwIm 

ItAveuN 

HuaJji 


111 
05 
146 
0 


51 

Iiniumeriiblo. 
711 
128 
221) 
10 
2 
1 


Meat  Account; 


Issued  on  board 
Travelling 
Unlit  for  use 
Small  Game,  &c. 


Total 


Animals. 
Avoragu  Weights  employed  .■ 


iUuhU  Ox 
lloinilcor 
Miiro  - 
I'tarmigan 
Goose  - 
DucUh 


lbs. 
13,302 

6,837 

2,406 

5,13S 

27,483 


ICS 
60 
8 
1 

21 
iil 
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